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Who Holds the Keys?' 
By Rev. T. 1. Stockley., D.D., Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

• Our Lord and His disciples were at Cresarea Philippi. 
They were in the midst of scenery, "of cliff, and rock, 
and ruined castle, of cyclopean pieces of rock cut out and 
chiselled in immense symmetric;~.l masses fit for founda­
tion stones, masses connected with buildings that had been 
reared in. times long anterior to those of Her:od", when 
a conversation of immense iIl).portance took place. Our 
Lord said to His disciples, "\iVhom say ye that I am?" 
And Peter answers, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. And Jesus answered and said unto 'him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven:" 

~ 

Peter was now in a very exalted condition of mind. He 
'was specially under the divine influence, and swept by 
. divine inspiration.. ,Peter had rpany dark and sad periods 
in his life; but·at this moment his soul was under the g-ra­
dous influence of the Divine Presence. There are always 
delightful results from such ex;periences as his. 

. '. 
1. 

Our Lord imJ?1ediately gives some sublime teaching. 
He !lays, "I say also unto thee, That thou art ,Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of heaVen: and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and what-

. soever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed' in heaven." 

Notice this sublime teaching was given after ·Peter's 
great confession of Christ. The order here is very sug­
gestive. There is first Divine inspiration. This leads 
to a glorious confession of Chr·ist; and this confession is 
.followed by sublim,e teaching. The great words recorded 
in verse eighteen of the sixteenth chapter of Matthew, 
follow the whole-hearted confession of verse sixteen. We 
must halt a moment here to learn this lesson, namely, 
that Divine teaching follows whole-souled con(ession of 
Christ. When the Lord gives' to us in His word some' 
manifestation of Himself, as He gave to Peter, there should 

be an open confess·ion of His truth. Then the way will 
be prepared for some further unfolding of His glory. 
If, on the other hand, we try to hide the revelation of 
Christ which has been given to us through His word, we 
thereby hinder the Lord in His gracious desire to make 
known more to us: we must 'make known what .we know 
of Christ, either by lip or by life, or better still, by both, 
and so make way for a fuller manifestation of Christ to 
the soul. 

Have we 'received no new word from the Lord lately, 
no fuller unfolding of Himself to the soul, no new mes­
sage from His truth to give to others? How is this? The 
answer possibly lies here, that there tas been a withhold­
ing of what the Lord had already given. Pass on what 
of Christ you have already seen in His word, and so 
make way for fuller knowledge. No Divine truth is given 
us for self alone; no ~perience of Chr·ist is to be for our 
own personal, secret, use only. Truth is .light, and we 
are not to curtain it round for our personal enjoyment. 
only: it must be allowed to shine forth; or, like a river, 
our knowledge of Christ will· widen as it flows out in open 
life and speech. And this teaching of our Lord is per­
sonal and direct. Mark the words, "I say' unto thee"; 
"r to "thee". Jesus speaks directly to Peter without any 
human medium. This was a glorious .privilege; but it 
may be ours, too. Listen to·the Apostle John: "Ye have 
an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things. . . . The anointing which ye have received of 
him abideth in you, and ye peed not that apy man teach' 
you:· but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things." 
We may be in such real fellowship with Christ that His 
Word shall be nothing less than His own Divine voice 
sou~ding through tl?-e soul. . f 

When our Lord spoke thus directly to the Apostle, 
He said, "Thou art Peter"-Petros, a stone. When An­
drew at the first brought his brother, Simot;J., to Jesus, the 
Sav,iour, knowing hi's heart, and knowing what .He in­
tended to make of him, said, "Thou shalt be called . a 

" 
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stone". Feeling his own weakness, Simon, perhaps, had 
often longed to be rocklike in character. And Jesus then 
said he should be so some day. "Thou shalt be ... a 
stone". Now Jesus says the realization is come: "Thou 
ar.t Petros, a rock, a stone 1 thou; being under the special 
teaching of God, under the powerful influence of His' 
Presence, thou art re~lizing the' divine purpose: thou art 
a stone." And it is only thus that any of us can realize 
the divine purpose in our life. 

Our Lord's teaching h€re is profoundly suggestive. He 
speaks about His' Church. This is, so far as we know, 
the first time the great word "Church" drops ·from the 
Saviour's lips, and the teaching which He gives is pro­
found indeed. "My Church I" What is the Church. of 
Christ? Is it "a voluntary associa~,ion of persons umted 
together for the purpose of worship, and the observance 
of the ordinances of Christ"? Such a definition is al­
together too poor and faulty. The Church is'the ecclesia, 
the outgathering, made by the Holy Spirit to constitute 
the body of Chris.t, united vitally to .Christ, the Head, aqd 

. indwe1t by the Holy Spirit·. The Church consists of. all 
who are in vital union with Christ, whether they be wIth­
in the organized churches or outside of them. Many have 
their names on a church roll; but the vital question is, 
Are they in living unio'n with Christ? And in speaking 
of the church our Lord speaks of its foundation. He says 
to Peter, "Thou art Petros, a rock, a 'stone, and upon this 
rock Petra I will build my church." It is important to 
notiCe that we have here two diff.erent words; one is 
"Petros", and the other "Petra". Peter was "Petros" a 
piece of rock, or a stone; Petra is more, it is bedrock 
It is not on the Petros, but on the Petra that the Church 
is built. "The designation 'Rock' or 'Petra' is never given 
to men in the Old Testament Scriptures. It is appropri­
ated to Jehovah; 'He is the Rock' 'Who is a Rock save 
our God?' 'The Lord Jehovah is the Rock of Ages'. 
'God only is my Rock' 'He is the Rock of our salva­
tion.' 'Is there Rock beside me? Yea, there is no God, I 
know not any.' God only then, God in Christ, or Christ 
in God is the everlasting Rock on which the Church shall 
be built. No other rock indeed is rationally conceivable. 
Peter's person, or Peter's faith, and Peter's confession, 
are really altogether out of the question." Our Saviour 
thus speaks something of vast significance when He says, 
"Upon this Petra I will build my Church." To Peter He 
expressed a fact lofty in honour when He said, "Thou 
art a noble piece of the true Rock; thou hast been hewn 
out of the Rock of Ages; and thou shalt have an important 
place in the foundation of the temple which I am about 
to rear on Myself, the Everlasting Rock." 

I 

of t·ime· tiut we all rest upon the Bedrock of God in 
Christ. 'Ahd this foundation is firm and abiding. . 
. Moreover, Jesus adds that He Himself is the Budder 
of His Church .. "I will'build my Church." .The Church 
of Christ :is His own handiwork. As the glorious arch 
of heaven; with its myriad lights ·is God's work, so the 
Church is' His workmanship; every stone ·taken out of 
the quarry of nature is hewn and shaped, and placed upon 
the foundation by His own power. We. read 111 the Acts, 
"And ,the, Lord added to the cRurch daily such as were 
being saved." We, who are His servants, may be iIl:stru­
ments, tobls in His hand, but He is t~e grc:;at Bt111der, 
as well as the Divine Architect. 

And sd we have a sublime phrase, "My Church I" 'iVhat 
. Jesus builds is His own: He is the Lord 9f His own 

Church. : And we need to bear in mind these. sublime 
truths iIi all our thinking and service for His Churc~. 
How va&t is the sweep of truth thus revealed to Peter tn 
connection with the Church! . 

Our jJord's teaching is also grandly encouraging. "The 
gates of; hell shall not prevail against it." 'What does 
Jesus mean by these words, "the gates of hell". The 
"gate" ,yas in every city the spot where the rulers took 
counsel ;and did judgment. "The Sublime Porte"-that 
is the gate-was the expression used for the government 
of Turkey. Gates, therefore, mean powers. And as 
"hell" 'here is Hades, .the unseen world, we have the 
declaration that the powers of the unseen world, however 
dark and destructive, shall not prevail against the Church 
of Christ. How sublime was the Saviour's confidence! 
The Church of Christ is open to attacks from powel's 
visible and unseen, but the attacks shall utterly fail. "The 
gates of hell with all the multiplied terrors of death and 
destruction shall not prevail." This, however, is not said 
of "churches." "Churches" may he swept to the ground. 
Moharhmed swept through Arabia, and Syria, and North 
Africa~ and withered up "churches" there with an awful 
blast. : The "Greek Church", the "Latin Church", the 
"Armenian Church", or the "English Church", may be 
utterly swept away; but "against Jvl y Church", Jesus says, 
"the gates of hell shall not prevail." What joy this should 
inspire amid much that might distress us 1 In Revelation, 
chapt~r twenty-one, We have. a glowing picture of the 
Church, the Bride, the City of God, after all her anguish 
and struggle, rising in her glory to shine resplendent for­
ever (more. 

These were some of the great truths revealed to Peter 
in the hour of his noble confess,ion. 'What encourage­
ment. they contain for us to speak out, and to live out all 
that Mre know of Christ! , 

I 
I II. 

I We should remember, too, that .Christ is called the W.e have a word of special honour: "And I will give 
· "Petra" by Peter himself in his First Epistle, chapter two, unto: thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven." Notice 
· verse eight; and in First Corinth~ans, chapter ten, verse here< the uppermost meaning of this word. Keys were 
four, Paul says, "And that 'Petra was Christ." Peter had symbols of authority. (See Revelation, chapter one, verse 

· just made the grand confession, "Thou art the Christ. eighteen.) And the keys of the kingdom were given to 
the son of t.he living God." God as revealed in Christ is ,Pet~r. 'What needless controversy has stormed around 
the s1,lbstance (jf that confession. And,Jesus said to Peter, these . words ! We canpot was,te. time even to notice it. 
"This is the foundation; the Bedrock on which I build But: we know that to Peter was given the honour of open­
my Church is God in Chr,ist." "We are built upon the ingthe kingdom of heaven to three thousand soul.s-prob­
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the ably J ews--on the day of Pentecost, and to the Gentiles 
chief Corner Stone." In the first course of stones in the . in the house of Cornelius at CreS'area. Jesus seemed to 
.city of God are the names of the twelve apostles of the ~ay' to Peter, "It shall be your honour to open the door 
Lamb, (Rev. 21 :14). The apdstles underlie us in'order of the kingdom 'to Jew and Gentile. To you first ?f all 



..... 

November 13, 1930 . THE GOSPEL WITNESS (391) 3 

I commit this authority and trust; and as you act in the 
Spirit of this confession, under the inspiration which you 
now enjoy, your ministry on earth shall be ratified in 
heaven." Peter~s great confession had, secured to him 
this. great honour. ' . ' 

But there is an i~ner thought underlying this word. 
No man, or church, can hold the keys, because of "any 
hereditary descent, or ecclesiastical position, or mechanical 
contrivance, or Isuperior patronage." They are not given 
to any man because he ha.s been placed by someone into a 
particular office, but only because he is controlled and 
mastered by the. Spirit of. God. It ,is that inspiration 
which carries the keys. When a man is swept and con-

. trolled by the Holy Spirit of God, he has the keys of the 
. Kingdom. . The influence, the power to unlock, to bind, 
and to loose,-all these keys are. his. We cannot take 
them from him: he has them by divine right. Some of 
my readers have realized this .. · In those sublime moods 
of the soul, when earth has faded from their vision, and 
heavenly things have filled heart and mind, and they have 
been especially under the control of the Spirit of God, 
they have known the power of the keys. Difficulties have 
unlocked; doors have opened; and, Iike Peter on another 
occasion, they have had but to follow the angel. 

Is not this so in all regions of life? Take the man of 
business: it is the man to whom business is an. inspiration 
who holds the keys. Other men may see no way, and sit 
down and fail, while, he opens doors, and goes forward 
to prosperity and wealth. It is so with the statesman. 
The dry politician with his cold commonplaces, and emptv 
platitudes, does nothing; but the inspired statesman has 
the keys to the nation's lleart, and tp power, It is the 
same in the realm of music: to inspired inen like Handel, 
Mozart, and Beetho~en, you cannot do. other than listen. 
Or in the r.egion of art: to men like Ruskin, to whom art 
was an inspiration, all the secret beauties and lovelinesses 
seem to unfol~. If in these lower. things the' principle 
holds, how much more in the realm of the spiritual! :aere 
to-day if any man will give himself up to the Holy.Spirit 
of God, or if a church will ·submit itself utterly to the 
overfI1astering po~er of the Divine Presence, that man, 
or that church, w1l1 at once possess the keyrs. Whole­
hearted sympathy with God, and sympathy with men are 
the master-keys' of the kingdom' of heaven. 

This honour is open ,to all true servants of God. In 
Matthew, chapter eighteen, verses eighteen to twenty, a 
wop.derful truth is taught, 'that spiritual authority is-,the 
privilege of all who gather in the Name, that is in the 
character, 'in the Spirit, in the Presence, of Christ. Such 
groups of Christians have the key's. It makes no differ­
ence who they are, educated or uneducated, any commun­
ity led and mastered by the breath of God has the keys. 
An~ so with the individual. He may be a miner, ·like 
Evan Roberts, or a farmer'~ wife, like a Mr.s. Jones, wh? 
in the great Welsh revival was so mightily used. But let 
us remember the lesson that if we drop down from the 
high experience of whole-hearted devotion to God, we at 
once lose the keys. It is not the filling of the Spirit which 
~e enjoyed a m.onth ago, but the fulness of power known 
to-day which will secure to us the keys to-day .. Let us 
see then \that above everything else, above financial pros­
Perity, above material streng:th, the supreme need of the 

. church, and of the individual soul, is trhe mighty inbreath-
ing of the Holy Spirit of God. . 

A FRIENDLY TALK WITH THE LADIES. 
There ~s only ont.! way to talK with the ladies. We 

must be friendly, or we are in danger of not being at 'all! 
. We have a great deal of sympathy with a certain preacher 
whom we once heard say: . "I am for the ladies. I am 
for the ladies all the time, right or wrong-for the simple 
reason that I have to be:" . 

In the matter we have~ at the moment, in mind, it re~ 
quires no effort to be '.'for the ladies". We recognize, 
and acknowledge with gratitude, the large' and influential. 
place women have always taken in the work of the Lord. 
The Old Testament is replete with stories of their sacri­
ficial service; the 'New Testament record shows that from 
Bethlehem to Calvary women were conspicuous in their

l 

devotion to our Lord Jesus Christ. They also had their 
share in Pentecost, and ·in all the" subsequent history of 
the ,Christian church as recorded in the New Testament .. 
Among the martyrs to the faith there have been many 
women; 6n the honour roll of valiant missionaries of the 
Cross are to be found the' names of many illustrious 
women. Every pastor who reads these words is aware that 
there is scarcely to be found a church in these modern 
days which cIoes not depend for its spiritual vitality more 
upon its women than upon its men. . 

Our particular. subject of discussion in this article is 
The Women's MissiQnary Society of Regular Baptists of 
Canada. And of all the women's organizations we know, 
we believe this is the best. We believe it is efficiently led' 
by its great President, Mrs. C. J. Holman. It has been 
the privilege of this writer to. be Mrs. Holman's Pastor 
for more than twenty years. We have never had a more 
loyal personal 'friend. We have never known a truer 
supporter of her Pastor; and we are, as we write, in the 
happiest fellowship with the President of the Women's 
'Society.. . . 

Generally speaking, the writer and Mrs. Holman find 
themselves in hearty agreem~nt respecting the work of 
the Lord. In the more than twenty years of fellowship 
in Jarvis Street Chtl1:ch there ha:s never, for one moment, 

,been the rslightest discord between us .. We think it is a 
~i~h co~pliment to Mrs. Holman to be able to say that .. 
It IS pOSSible for anyone firmly to disagree with Mrs. Hol­
man without di'sturbing his or her friendship or fellow­
ship for a fraction of a moment. This is as it ought to be. 
We believe the President of the Women's Society is a 
woman of a. thousand, and is a distinct gift of God to the 
church to which she belongs, and 6 to the other churches 
with whom that church' is associated in missionary en­
deavour. 

We have. said all this in order that there may be no mis­
understandmg on the part' of any of out readers as a 
result of what we have yet to write. 

The Women's Missionary Society was organized Thurs­
day,. November 25th, 1926. We believed then, and we 
believe now, that its organization was necessary and that 
from then until now it has rendered most val~able ser- . 
vice to the cause of Christ. ' . 

6n the January following the organization of the 
Women's Society, namely, January 12th, 1927 there was 
organized an?ther. ~issionary society kno~n as, The 
Regular Baptist Ml'S'slOnary and Educational Society of 
Canada. This l~tter soci.ety continued for a year, and 
was then merged m the Umon of Regular Baptist Churches 
of Ontario and Quebec. 

The. purpose of this article is to discuss the relation of 

\ 
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the Women's Society to the Union .of Regular Baptist 
Churches. In doing so, we humbly acknowledge that we 
have not the prescience which enables us to judge events 
before they come to pass. It is the Christian's privilege 
to seek direction of God, and to use the best judgment 
God gives him to meet the circumstances of the day as 
they arise. We do not believe any human organization is 
perfect. Even the law, with all the Hebrew ritual which 
accompanied it, though given of God, had to give way to 
that which was a fuller Revelation, and was therefore 
better, a better covenant established upon better· promises. 
Thus men and women, seeking the mind of God, may 
take a course which is perf'ectly right at the time, and 
which may wisely meet the exigencies of the day; but as 
circumstances change, even the most devout people dis­
cover the necessity of changing their course in order to 
meet them. ' 

We draw attention to the fact that when the Women's 
Mi:ssionary Society' was organized, there was no organ­
ization of churches standing for the \Same biblical prin­
ciples as the Women's Society was qrganized to conserve 
and propagate, with which that women's organization 
could co-operate. A little later, as we have. said, a general 
missionary and educational :society. was organized; but 
that, like the 'Women's Society, was an organization which 
was rather an organization of individuals than of churches 
-or perhaps it would be Ii10re correct to say that it was 
an organization of both churches and individuals. But 
at the time these two societies were organized, all the 
churches from which they derived support were still con­
sidered a part of the Baptist Convention of Ontario and 
Quebec. When the Convention of Ontario and Quebec 
amended its Constitution by parliamentary authority, so 
as to give it power to exClude from its fellowship churches 
that were determined to stand for the faith once for all 
delivered unto the saints,. there remained nothing for faith­
ful churches to do but to withdraw from that Conven­
tion and form another Convention that would stand true 
to the faith. When that' step was taken, the Regular 
Baptist Missionary and Educational Society was, very 
properly, m~rged in t~e new Union of Regular Baptist 
Churches, and, as an organization separate from the 
churches, very properly passed out of existence. But the 
Women's Society continued. We have called attention 
to these principles in order to show that an entirely dif­
ferent situation obtains .to-day from that which obtained 
when the W?men's MissionarY'Society came into being. 

The questlOn we now ask is, What relation does the 
Women' s Miss~onary' Society sustain ito the churches 
which comprise the Union of Regular Baptist ~hurches 
of Ontario and Quebec? The local Societies, called Aux­
iliaries, have been formed exclusively, we believe, cer­
t<liinly almost exclusively, within the churches of the said 
Union. Individual gifts may come to the Women's Soci­
ety from persons outside these Auxiliaries and from 
outside the Churches of the Union, but nin'ety-five per 
cent. at least, so far as we certainly know-it may be one 
hundred per cent., but. we say ninety-five per cent. in 
order to be within the mark-of the revenue of' the 
Women's Society is· denived from the churches which 
comprise 'the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of On-
tario and Quebec.' , 

Vve draw attention to the fact that these Auxiliaries 
by their very Constitution, are independent societies' that 
is, societies that are independent 'of the church ~ithin 

. 
which they operate. The women meet together and or­
ganize an ..f\uxiliary, and appoint their officers, and they 
function as j1 separate, independent, society, without even 
asking the consent of the church as such. vVe do not 
mean to say: that their presence within the church is in any 
sense unwel~ome, nor that lits membership is at 'any time 
antagonistic' to the church's interests. We bear willing 
witness to :the fact that the honoured President of the 
Society does not fail, in season 'and out of season, to enun­
ciate the principles for which Regular Baptist Churches 
stand. And one of those principles is the autonomy of 
the local ~hurch; and the importance of every person, 
whether man or woman, who is a member of that church, 

. being loyai to the church to ~hich they belong, and to the 
work which that church is endeavouring to do. 

We are.'discussing now merely a principle of organiza­
tion, and ~y that principle these societies are entirely inde­
pendent qf the church. They handle their own money; 
they have~ their own treasurer; and while they report to 
the church, the Constitution of the Society does not re­
quire that it is subject at any po.int to the church's control. 

Of course, as a matter of fact, every Baptist church is 
sovereign, and if it so wished, it could, by vote, dissolve 
any such:society, in the same way <liS it could do away with 
its Sunday School if it wanted to; or with any other organ­
ization holding meetings within its building,-but we are 
speaking.' of .the organi"zation of the society. 

What; is' true of the 'Women's Auxiliaries is equally 
true of ~he Young Women's Auxiliaries. In Jarvis Street 
Church,; the largest church in the Union, the only organ­
izations; having any connection with the church which do 
not pay: their funds into the general treasury, thus recog­
nizing ,and acknowledging the church's supremacy,' are 
the Women's Auxiliary and the Young Women's Aux­
iliary .. Vve presume the same condition obtains in all 
-the churches of the Union. 

The ~local Auxiliaries, we believe, almost without ex­
ception, have adopted the suggested Constitution issued 
by the; Boarcl of the Women's Society. The mere fact 
that it:is 'called a "suggested" Constitution does not make 
it .les~; binding when once. it has been adopted as the Con­
StItutl9n of the local society. . And that Constitution has 
been adopted in almost every case, and few have discerned 
what ,principles lie dormant in that instrument." 

One provision of that Constitution is that the Auxil­
iaries: must send all their funds directly to the treasurer 
of the Women's Society. We believe that principle is 
wrong, and we frankly say tha.t it ought to be remedied-­
~nd ~us~ be remedied if we are to avoid difficulty. There 
IS no' good reason ,-"hy the Women's Auxiliary, 'any more 
than any other society, should operate entirely independ­
entl1. of ~he church to which its mem?ers belong. Any 
auxI~.lary 111 any church should be auxilIary to that church 
and :,ltS work, and not to sOl11e. other society over which 
the church, as such, has no control. 
- We come now to consider what disposition the Women's 
~oci~ty makes of its funds. Most emphatically we de­
sire: It ~o be under.stood that we have no criticism to offer 
res~ectmg the disposition of this society's funds per se. 
w,e. have no doubt that every d?llar of its money has been 
wls,ely spent. We have sometImes inwardly objected to 
~he: gentle boast of .t~e smalln~ss of this Society's opera~­
mg: expenses. If a man should have a house of his own 
and should. co?tr~ve to obt~in for himself and his famil; 
nu~erous 111vltatlOns to, dmner and other meals outside 

. \ 
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of his family, for' which other people must pay, it would 
scarcely show good grace on his part to boast of his 
economy in the matter of his household expenses. And 
if the ';Yornen's Society were to pay, as other societies 
must pay, for many of the things which are done for them 
at the cost of other organizations, they would at least 
show a slightly larger percentage in their overhead ex-
penses. . 

But granted that every object to which the Women's 
Society has given grants is a worthy one-and we grant 
this, not for the sake of argument, but because we believe 
that is actually the fact of the case. It is still germane 
to the question. at issue to enquire, What proportion of 
the funds received'by the Women's Society, from Aux­
iliaries operating ~ithin the churches of the Union, of 
Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec, is 
devoted to objects for which that Union has accepted 
responsibility? 

We have not the figures for the Women's Society for 
this year, but last year the Women's Society received from 
all sources, according to the report published in The Regu­
lat; Baptist Call for December, 1929, a total of $11,763.05. 
Of that amount, $619.01 passed into the treasury of the 
Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Que: 
bec;- but only $256.99 out of the $619.01 was actually 
voted by the· Board of the' Women's Society for Union 
obJects. The balance, $362.02, was designated by the 
donors for Union objects, 'but passed through the treas­
ury of the Women's Society. So that of the total amount 
of $11,763.05 received, only $256.99 was, by actual vote 
of the Boa·rd of the Women's Society, given to Union 
objects. That is to say, only 2.18 per cent. of all the 
monies received by the Women's Society from the 
churohes which comprise the Union of Regular Baptist 
Churches of Ontario and Quebec was; by vote of the 
Board, devoted to objects for which the churches of the 
Union, through their representativ~s at the Union meet­
ings, had accepted, responsibility. 

But if we take the larger amount, :including the $362.02 
designated by individuals or churches for Union objects, 
together with that voted by the Board, making $619.01 in 
all, :still there went from the Women's treasurer 'for ob­
jects for which the Union was respop.sible, only 5.26 per 
cent. Therefore, taking the larger figure, 94.74 per cent., 
or the smaller figure, 97.82 per cent. of the money re­
'ceived by the Women's. Society from the churches of the 
Union, was spent for objects entirely beyond the Union's 
responsibility. 

It may be argued that this is not only legitimate, but 
expedient, and leaves room for the exercise of the liberty 
of the Spirit. To that we reply that the Constitution of . 
nearly all the local Auxiliaries, certainly of all who have 
adopted the "suggested" Constitution, says that the monies 
r,eoeived by the Auxilial"ies must be sent to the Treasurer 
of the Women's Society. We w\'!re informed by several 
who had heard the President's address at the Ottawa As'so­
ciation, that Mrs. Holman frankly and emphatically in­
formed the Association that the Women's Society was 
absolutely independent of the churches, and that in the 
course of her address she urged all the Auxiliaries to send 
their money, undesignated, to the headquarters treasurer, 
so that the only liberty permitted anywhere under the Cqn­
stitution is in the Board; and the Auxiliaries are not . left 
the option, constitutionally, of following anybody's guid-
ance, but must send their funds to the Board. . 

. I 

At tMs point also we call attention to the fact !hat 
Section One of Article Eleven of the Constitution of the 
Women's Society-which Article deals with "Alterations 
in Constitution" -reads as follows: 

"All rproposed alterations in ·this Constituti'On shall 
be pr.esented at ·the Semi-Annual Meeting of the Board' 
and ,such as are recommended .by the Board shall be 
published at least three months before the Annual Meet­
ing, but Articles 2, '3, 4, and 10, and the clauses in 
Article 5 ;sebti:ng f'Ol'ItJh the Sltaltement ,0If :fa.i,th, the pur­
poses and principles of the ,society, 'and the qualifications 
necessoary ·to ,oibtain and retain membership or 'Office in 
this Society, shall never be changed', as we regard them 
as fundamental and essential to the maintenance and 
purity -of :the Regul'ail" Baptist poSli.tion." 

A'n eXirumination of this wi'll show that no Conven­
tion 'of the Women's Society has any power ttl amend 
its Constitution, but "all proposed alterations in thiis! 
Constitution shall be presented at the Semi-Annual 
Meeting of the Board". Then let i,t be r·emembered 
that only "·such as are ·recommended by the Boal'd shall 
be published" etc. . Therefore, if the Board dO'e's not 
recommend the proposed alterations, the Con'stitu,tion 
cannoi1: be -altered. V\T e confess we do not see that this 
l~aves any room whatever for the exercise .of the 
liberty· of the Spirit. ' 

It is common knowledge that we are not now intr~­
ducing'a discussiop. of this question for the first time. 
It has been discussed by bo.th the Executive Hoard 
of the UniQon, and the Board of the Women's Society; 
and :the question was introduced at the Convention in 
London by Mrs. Holman herself. It has thUis become 
a. matter of general interest among ·all our chu·rches. 

. and a ma;tter that shoul'd be f.utly aired, and in the 
friendliest spirit possible freely and 'frankly -discus~ed. 
Only by ,such discussion can progress be made. . 

It has been ,said that we should not presume- :to· raise 
objection Ito the method of operation of the vVomen's 
Society on the ground that it was cradled in prayer, 
and that by .criticizing the Society we are in danger 
.of taking. up an ·attitude of opposition tOo the Holy 
Spirit. Against the p'rinciple 0.£ that objectilon we d·e­
sire toO 'protest with a!ll our might. If that were ad­
mitted, it would put an ·end to all discussion, and 
shurt us up to .a kind .of infallilb.ility which ·Protest.ants 
can'11'ot possibly accept. We believe in divine guid­
ance. W·e 'believe the Holy Sp~rit can, through the 
Word .of God, 'slo communicate j:he mind of the Lord 
to ,an individual Ibe'liever that that believer may he 
a.'bsolutcly certain of the will of God respecting his 
own -conduct. But we do not believe in the infalli­
bility 'of any 'sort of vicar:ions guidance. We believe 
in the ri~ht .of p·rivate judgment, and that 'every indi­
vidual is answerable. to' God alone. A man may, 
through rthe ,goings of God upon his own spirit, some­
timesl]:>e re'quired to take a positi.on at var,iance with 
the, judgment O'f all hi,s brethren; but when he d.oes, 
he must accept the responsibility of S'O doing, and his 
only legitimate means of silencing opposition is an 
enlightened, thoroughly-infor.med, presentation of his 
case. If he fails to convince his opponents, he has no 
right to say, "Stand out 'Of my way because I am Ibeing 
guild.ed by the Holy Spi-rie' We cannot agree that 
any individual or organization ha:s any 'just ri'ght to 
claim immunity from criticism on the ground that he 
or it is under the special direction 'Of the Spirit. of God . 

.. 
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But further: assuming, as we are ready to do, that the 
Women's Society was brought into' being by the leading 
of God, wpat then? It was the only thing to do at the 
ti·me. But we contend that from the moment a group of 
churches, believing the very thing!! for which the Women's 
Missionary Society of Regular Baptists of Canada stands, 
organized themselves into a union. for the prosecution of 
mi'ssionary work, the whole situation changed, and what 
wa's legitimate and expedient in November, 1926, may 
not-and we believe is not-wise, or even right, a·t the 
present time. We shall not be deterred therefore from 
eXercising our right to propose means of improvement of 
any ,organization with which we have to do, even as we 
expect others to exercise their right in criticizing us and 
our work. 

Once more: we confess to having been utterly amazed 
by one point made by our fellow-labourer, the highly-

: esteemed President of the Women's Society, 'at the Lon­
don Convention. Mrs. ,Holman explained that the Con­
stitution of the Society, making it entirely independent 
of church control, was deliberate; and that it was done 
because the churches of the old Convention had gone 
astray,. and she wanted an organization that would not 
go astray. The fact i,s, there never was a human organiza­
tion, or an individual-and never will" be this side. of the 
millennium-that could not, or cannot be led astray. We 
all do well to sing,- . 

"Prone to wander,-Lord, I feel it,­
. Prone to leave the God I love: 

Take my heart, 0 take and seal it, 
Seal it from Thy courts above." 

'But the amazing thing to. us was that the President of 
the Women's Society should. expect a purely human or­
ganization, for which there is no direct, specific, scrip­
tural warrant, to be more likely to conserve the truth of 
the gospel .than the divine institution,' the church itself. 
The first temple erected in Jerusalem was huilt by divine 
order, but because of the backsliding of the people, and 
.the pollution of the temple itself, it was, by God Himself, 
destroyed. But what followed? In .due course another 
temple was built, which was equally of divine construc­
tion. And that has been God's method through all the 
course of human history. . 

We have no delusions on the matter. Human nature 
in the churches of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches 
'is the same as human nature elsewhere. We hope that 
the members of these churches believe the Book, and are 
determined to stand by the Book. But we do not know of 

. a member of anyone of the churches, or of a deacon, or 
of a pastor,. who has not a little bit of the "old man" in 
him; and wherever the old man is found he is likely to 
be heard. from sooner or later, and he will be subdued 
only as the power of the Spirit irs present in the lif-e of 
the individual or of the church. 

The churches of the old Conve,ntion of Ontario and 
Quebec were once thoroughly orthodox. Many of them 
are still orthodox, but are not sufficiently di'scerning to 
see the danger of their a'ssociation with others who are 
drifting from the truth .. They will come to their senses 
by and by, and will either separate from the old Conven­
tion, or will drift with the tide and become as bad as the 
re~t. It is our daily prayer that we may be saved from 
the error~ which have crept ·into McMaster Univel'lSity. 
and through that institution to the Conventio[l. McMaster 

University itself was established' for the propagartion of 
the truth. ReceiVJing its portion of goods,)t took its jour­
ney into the far country. Toronto .Bapti,st Seminary 'has 

. beeri established to do the work that McMaster Univer­
sity ought"to ~ave done-and ~ught now to be doing. With 
our present ~aculty, we have no question of the orthodoxy 
of Toronto Baptist Seminary. We are taking every pre­
caution to ~ake it impossible for it to go astray, so far 
as it i.s humanly possible, but we cannot guarantee its 
soundness f9rty years from now. 

And so 9f the Unio~ of Regular Baptist Churches. 
There is ndt an infinitesimal atom of Modernism about 
us just now,. We pray tHere never may be. But becatllSe 
churches have failed, we do not propose to abandon 
churches. We propose to organize new churches on New 
Testament principles, and begin all over again, just as God 
did when He built the temple a second time. But if the 
Union sho~tld depart from .the· faith, we pray that God 
will destroy it and rai,se up something better in its place. 
And so we venture the assertion that the truth of God Is 
more likely to be conserved by churches established on 
the principles of New Testament ecclesiology, than by 
any other 'institution that men can invent--or women 
either. 1 . 

We can.not accept the argument that the Women's So­
ci~ty is more likely to remain true to the faith because it 
is indeperjdent of the churches, than i,t would be we~e it 
subject to the churches. So long as the present Presi­
dent lives and presides we may be 'sure the Missionary 
Society vyill be kept in tqe straight and narrow path; but 
Mrs. Holman can no more guarantee what will take place, 
after she' has surrendered the helm than any of the rest 
of us. Men may be fickle, but we are not aware that 
women, as a class, are very much more 'stable! We said 
at the opening of this article that' the Bible is replete with 
stories of the sacrificial service rendered by women, but 
it is equally true that some of the most deadly perils ·that 
afflictecl the people of God in ancient time were intro­
duced by women. . And furthermore, nearly all the here­
sies that afflict;the church to-day are of feminine origin: 
Christian Scievce, Sevepth Day Adventism, Pent.ecosta­
lism, T~eosophy, and we know n6t what else. We believe 
the proh1ises of God were made to His church; and that 
the church is the house of God, the pillar and stay of the 
truth. ; 
Und~r some circumstances there might be some sort of. 

reason, for the present principle of operation of the 1 

\-Vomeh's Society. If the Union of Regular Baptirst 
Churches were a great organization made up of strong 
and VI~ealthy churches, if money flowed like a Niagara 
into the Union Treasury so that it required all the wits of 

. the brethren constituting its Board to know how to dis­
pel'lSe ;it, we can conceive of there being some advantage 
in having a women's lsociety to divert at least one-quarter 
of the stream to other channels. But what are the' facts 
of the case? Simply that the Union of Regular Baptist 
Chur~hes of Ontario and Quebec has a total membership 
of not more than about ten thousand.. The churches of 
which it i,s composed, for the most part, are financially 
weak and small in membership. Many of them, indeed, 
are new, and not a few of them have not so much as a 
roof ;over their heads which they can call their own. 

How have ,these churches. come into being? Many of 
thes~ newer and smaller churches are being ·supported by , . 

! 
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the funds of the Union. Many of them could have had 
no' existence' at all if it had not been ,for the funds en­
trusted by the churcnes to the Executive Board, But the 
moment these young churches are organized, an Auxiliary 

I Society is formed. Almost everywhere the 'women are 
in the majority in the member~hip of the churches. Among 
the women there will be some business women, who, t.ike 
the men, are unable to comma~d their time,' and can give 
only evenin~ to any meetings .~hat may be held. But the 
majority of the women are housewives. Societies that 
are made up of young business WOl;llen are the Young 
'VOl;nen's Auxiliaries which meet in the .evening. The 
regular Auxiliaries hold daytJime meetings. It is possible 
~o generate a milssionary interest, and to effect an efficient 
organization among the women such as is utterly impos­
sible, in ~he nature of the case, among ,the men; for while 
the women are thus meeting, their htt-sbands are attencling 
to their daily toil. It follows therefore that the Auxiliar­
ies of the churches, composed of women who are· in the 
majority of the membeI"ship of the churches, represent the 
major missionary interest in the church; and so it comes 
to pass that the Executive Boarel of the Union 'Of Regu­
lar Baptist Churches is a well-digging corporation'. Their 
business j,s to sink wells; and as ,soon as' they have done 
so, the Women',s Missionary Society puts in a pipe-line­
and they are the well-pumping corporation, and in some 
instances they well-nigh exhaust the missionary support 
which the churches are able to give, That leaves the 
Executive Board of the Union free to assume responsi­
bilities, but 'without any legitimately guaranteed 'support 
for their proper discharge. 

The total iricome of the Executive Board of the Union 
for the year ending 9ctober, 1929, was approximately 
$35,000,00. Vie have pointed out that the income of the 
'Vomen's Society for the same period was $11,763,05, or 
a little over twenty-fave per cent. of the'total amount con­
tributed by the churches of the Union for missionarv ob­
jects; or one-third of the amount received by the Union 
treasury for missionary objects. . 

generation. Let tis who call ourselves Fundamentalists 
'get right back to the New Testament plan and magnify 
the local church, and let all our activities centre in that 
local church, and from that local church, through such 
agencies as that local church may appoint, to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. Let the Women's Society, as such, 
follow the course 'of the Regular Baptist Missionary and 
Educational Society, which merged in the Union of Regu­
lar Baptist Churcpes ,of Ontario and Quebec. Let us then 
organize every church to the last member, men and women, 
boys and girls, for missionary service at home and a~road, 
bringing them all together for the study of God's Word, 
bringing them all together that uni.tedly they' may witness 
for Christ with a view to the salvation of souls. Let us 
bring them together. Meetings could . be held for 
the dissemination of missionary intelligence. Let 
us endeavour to get every single n;tember of the church, 
not only to give to the support of his own church, 
but to give definitely to missions at home and aJ:>road. Let 

. us have our missionary prayer meetings, and other mis­
siona~y 1p.eetings, which belong to the whole church and 
not to a little section of it, for which the entire church 
would be responsible, so as to develop, not missionary so­
cieties, but missionary churches m,ade up of the ent~Te 
membership .. 

Then let us have one missionary Board. By all means, 
let us have women on the Board-equal representation, if 
it is Gesired, of men and, women; to be elected as now 
the members of the Board of the Union are elected, by 
the messengers of the churches, so that the women on the 
Board will derive their authority, not from 'Some section 
of the church, not from some society within the church, 
but from the church itself; and then they will act in behalf 
of the church, as the men m\llSt do. And let us show what 
can be done by a sound, sane, principle of organization, 
an organization that is fundamentally centripetal instead 
of centrifugal. I . 

This pr·inciple should apply to the missionary activities 
of the church, :the Sunday School's activities, the Young 
People's activities, and the aCtivities of every other .organ­
ization within the church. We are convinced that in this 
direction lies' the largest possible measure of success. 

We believe the Union ought to be a missionary organ­
ization, In fact, we cannot see that there i,s any other 
reason for its existence., The churches, as such (that i,s, 
such churches as now exist), might conceivably go on by 
themselves by the churches uniting their contributions, .As we close, there occur,s to us another argument which 
through the Union treasury for the purpose tl'f doing mi's- has been brought forw~rp. Perhaps it is a little out of 
sionarv worli=. But we do not believe -that the Union is place here, but we may as well say it here as anywhere. It 
sufficiently strong, as yet, to be abie successfully to carry has been said, "Has not the blessing of God rested upon 
on its work under present conditions. , the women's organization?" To which we should reply, 

We should not, however, think of offering these critJi- Undoubtedly it has. We have 'already said much good 
cisms if we had not some constructive proposal to make. . has been accomplished. On the other hand, has not the 
The Eqitor of this paper believes that the local church blessing of God rested upon the Uni'On of Regular -Baptist 
should be the unit of organization in' all spiritual work. Churches of Ontario and Quebec? Have vye not estab­
We 'believe that the church is a divine i nsti.tuti on. '-IVe lished a large number of new churcQes? Have not many 
believe that no .'organization or society ,sho~ld be permitted people been converted? Can we' not show, as. a matter of 
to' func,tion within the church that is not entirely subject fact, in the matter of conversions, far greater results, 
to the,control of the church. if it be legitimate to institute a comparison, than can be 

'. There is n'O motor-car that could go on the road' organ- shown by the W0rr,ten's Soci~ty? B~t we do not:on that 
ized as the average church, with four wheels out of align- . ground argue that our orgamzatIon IS perfect. We shall 
ment, and each of them trying to make opposite points of! welcome any suggestion that will enable us the better to 
the compass at the same time, and yet keep together! As carryon our wor~. 
a certain celebrated advertisement had it, "It can't be Furthermore: if the blessing of God rested only upon 
did"! . ' organizations that were so perfect 'they 'could not be im-

Here, .then, is our proposal: let us 'have, if not a new proved, then who cif us could expect any blessing at all? 
thing under the sun, at least a new thing for this day and And such blessing as has attended both organizations, has 

/ 
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rested upon them, not because of; 'but in spite of their 
human defects. 
, We hear,d ,of a certain man who built a l'arge apart­
ment-house. He selected for his archit·ect a man 
wh"o was a member of the same church 'with himself. 
The block was built, the apartments were rented and oc­
cupied, and the establi.shment operating, if we mistake not, 
for two or three years before the owner discovered that 
the architect, when putting in the 'steam plant, had run a 
secret pipe from his employer's apartment to his own 
house, which was not very far away; and he had been 
heating his own house at -the expense of the owner of the 
apartment-house for several yeaps before he was dis­
covered. 

That, we submit, was a most economical method 'of heat­
ing. No applicaJt:ion of the parable is necessa'ry! 

We desire all our readel'ls to understand-:-we repeat it 
for the sake of emphasis-that this article is intended as a 
friendly little talk with the ladies! . 

"UNTO THE END." . , . 
Final perseverance may well be regarded as one of 

the crowning gifts of divine 10Vie. It is the Kohinoor 
among the jewels of mercy. It is an auainment which 
will test to the utmo·st the noblest graces, and display 
the grandest 'attributes of .God.. Pers·everance in itself 
is a:dmiralble, but carri·ed on ,to the last hour it will be 
glorious. Happy ·and honouroed will he be who endures 
till the end. . 

Men in middl.e life are best able to judge of the strain 
involved in being "steadfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work aif the Lord.", To mount up 
with wings as erogles, and ,ev·en to run without weari­
nes!i, are 'by no means such' attainments as to "walk 
without fainting" from year to year. It may Ibe true 

, that "it ·is the pace that kills.", ,but Jor our part woe 
find.it no'smaH teSlt of life to continue in the rac·e from 
youth to age. "Having done all, to ·stand", is such a 
thing a'S God alone can work. in us, ev·en the God Who 

, for ages J~as sustained the heav,ens and tlIe earth. 
The dement OIf "st~y" is a fine one, and if it be alto­

gether lacking in a man's character its absence is 
fatal. Often have we seen the best intentions, the 
most earnest resolves, and the most sensible schemes 
dissolv,e into thin air because patient endurance was 
not caUed into action. The .new minister, when he 
took the plllstorate, projected a gr.and ,enterprise, 
started a journal, opened new rooms, delivered courses 
of lectures, gathered various 'Classes, commenced a 
crusade, inaugttrat.ed several societies, and ,did-weU, 
everything possible and impossible-upon paper. Where 
are his projects' now? Where the societies, the classes, 
the journal, the aggressive Iffi'ovement~? They sur­
vive in the, r·adiant memories of those who Iiv,e on .the 
past because the present affords them little or no pro~ 
vender. A boy's crackers on a ibonfire ni,ght are the 
fit emblems of many "a great work" which in our time 
has been for a moment "seen O'f angels", and then 
buried, man lmows not where. Y'et, is not perman­
ency in roeligion the test of sincerity ·and reality? and 
may we not judge that things which have a speedy 
and unHmely end cannot be of God? In this light. 
the flashes of the moment and the coruscations of the 
hour ar·e not so much things to smile at as to mourn 

over. Have not manv things which seemed to be of 
:the -Lord: prov·ed to h~ poor human notions, since they 
have consumed 'away like smoke, and pass·e.d from us 
as the morning 'Cloud? Alas for ,the faced hopes and 
withered projects which str·ew the ground· thick as 
leaves in autumn! , 

Surveying' the wrecks of others, the cautious sailor 
thinks of his own vessel, and prudently ·considers 
whether his barque may not one day be added to the 
regi.s'term ruin. God grant that it 'be not SlO. Yet it 
would be no small wonder if such wer·e the case, for 
who shall for ever swim where so many drown? Cer­
tainly, .it wiU need all the strength that can be ha:d to 
keep the head albove water y·ear after year. It is easy 
enough to stand fast for a while, but to remain as a' 
pillar in the house .of 'the Lord,-this is the work, this 
is the difficulty. A man might not find it easy to burn 
at the stake in ,a 'sh'arp fire, and yet 'that would be a 
smaJll feat as contrasted with standing hour after hour 
amid the smoking faggots, and having limb by limb 
consumed by the gnawing fires 'of green wood. One might 
joyfuHy lay down his head ,on the block, to offer up 
his life by one. stroke 'of the axe; but how different 
it would he to· ·die a piecem~al ·death of long-drawn 
agony, ,a week of torment apparently never to end! 

A gr.eat s'tates'man, the other day, celebrated his 
seventieth birthday 'by a retrospect of his life; it is 
meet ,that old age should look back. To us, however, 
in the middle of the stream, it seems .more natural to 
look around on pres·ent circumstances. Years ago', 
at a younger a'ge, our tendency'was to lo·ok ahead, and 
Icing for a great future; nor would we forego the hahit, 
but stHI the i>r~ssure olf long years, and growing bur­
dens, and a sense of diminishing strength, unite to 
keep the eyes occupied with the things of to-=-day, and 
the oonnection· of the' present with the infinite and 
,eternal. It appeared to us when looking forward that 
the Christian life-work would require, a power far be­
yond -our own, !but now we more intensely feel the 
certainty of that fact, and were it not for divine help 
we should giv,e up in despair. 1£ still ·sustained, after 
all these years of 'conflict, gn~ce mus,t indeed have the 
glory of it, and here upon 'the altar of the pres·ent we 
would -offer the calv.es 'Of our .lips, giving glory ;to the 
Lord, the GQd ·of our salvation. DOUlbtless divine love 
will be glorified in the closing hourso"f the mature 
Christian, but it is emphatically m:agnifi·ed in the 'stern, 
period when the 'burden and heat of the day are on 
the .Ja!bourer, when the novelty and romance of youth 
are over, 'and the nearnes's 'Of the reward is not yet 
vividly certified by old age. Of ,all parts of the stream, 
the hardest to ford is the middle: there the water is 
deepest, the current swi.ftest, :and the footing least 
secure. Lord, hold tJ:!ou me up, and I shaH be safe. 
This is the,prayer which oftenest leaps froom our lips. 

"Thus saith the preacher, vanity of vanitioes., all is 
vanity'." We have lived long enough to experience 
the hoUowness of earth, and the rottenness of all car­
nal promises. Our work, though it be 1:101y, proesses 
·heavily upon the shoulder, and we see not all the ·fruit 
of it which we expected in earlier ·days. Many strong 
helpers have been taken' away by.death, and the 
enthusiasm which made our earlier friends leap for­
ward with their aid is IlIOt .repeated to the full at a 
s·econd shout of the darion.. The decline is only appar-
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ent to fear; but apprehension has the ey,es of a hawk, 
and spies out the smalJest dis<;ouragement. The world 
grows better very slowly: we sometimes fear that it 
grows worse. 'J;'he church relapses to her former 

. s1.oth; the good are weary, and the wicked .wax impu­
dent; the times are ,0utOif joint, and evi;l day.s are 
thr,eatening. What can. happen 'better to a man than 
to go home? Happy is he who is taken from the evil 
to come, or hears the sound of his descending Master's 

. coming ere yet the shadowS" of the day are' lengthened 
to the utmost. 
. Thus does middle age prose when it is under the influ~ 

ence of its most sombre hour. The ink grows thick, and 
the pen is clogged, arid makes black sm-okes and heavy. 
The subject should be .. treated in a more believing manner, 
and written of, not according to the flesh, but after the 
spirit. Doubtless length of days tries our graces, but 
what length of days have we to speak of? We who are 
sighting fifty, or, passing beyond it? Half a centu·ry is a 
trifle in the life of God. True, there is a flagging of 
human energy, and the warm blood of youth cools down; 
but our Christian life never .stood in the strength of the 
creature, and hence' it .cannot flag, since the Creator grows 
not old, nor is His arm waxed short. The same power 
which begat. wilI preserve. Omnipotence first made the 
believer rise into newness of life, and until it fails his 
life will continue ever fresh and .young. Well said the 
Psalmist, "All my fresh springs are in thee." What if 
others suffer shipwreck, yet none that sail with Jesus have 
ever heen st1""anded yet. Purposes, plans, and achieve­
ments of men may all disappear like yon cloud upon the 
mountain's summit, but, like the mountain itself, the 
things which are of God shall'stand fast for ever and ever. 
,N ow is the time, in the lull of natural energy, to prove 
the power of the Holy Ghost. The trees of earth. as they 
pass theior prime decrease the quantity and' quality of 
~lieir fruit: it is a mark of the trees of grace that they. 
stilI bring forth fruit in old age to show. that the Lord 
is upright. The faithfulness of God may be relied upon 
to work a growing fa.ithfulness in His people. Never 
so conscious of dependence as in this middle passage, 
never so certain of the all-sufficiency· of God as in this 
noontide of :the day, we joy in the Lord and look for even 
richer mercies than ever. 

Yoimg m~n, trust God, and make the future bright 
with blessing. Old mep., t'rust ·God, and magnify Him 
for all the mercies of the past. As for us, we mingle 
gr·atitude and expectation in equal portions, and pray to 
stand in this present hour, faithful to the Master in 
Whose grace we trust. 

-C. H. SPURGEON. 

THE HABIT OF KINDNESS. 
It is possible to r.epresent, or rather b misrepresent, 

God as an indulgent father, as one who never prohiq~ts 
and never punishes. There is a type of mind which 
conceives of the lov·e of God as being sorne.thing akin 
to honey - all ·sweetness. It w')uld be impossible to 
exaggerate the.loving-kindness of the Lord. It is true 
that-

"T,here's a wideness in God's mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There's a .kindnessin His justiCe 
Which is mor·e than liberty"-

bilt we do well ·to remember that the fact of the Cross 
compe'ls our consi·deratioil .')f the sterner attributes of 
Deity. AndconsiS'tent with this vi·ew of God, ·and, 
indeed, in agreement with the whole ·ryvelation of God 
in Christ, is the apostolic injunction that we should 
":be kindly affectioned ·')ne to another with brotherly 
love." 

We t.hink of one just now who 'has cultivated the 
habit of saying kind things. She is too wise to beli~ve in 
absolute human perfection, and frank'ly recogniz·es that 
w'e all have our faults. But she has formed the haJbit 
of speaking kindly of everybody in wh')~ any virtue 
can be found. W,hat a happy world this would be­
or, indeed, to narrow the 'sphere of our observation­
what happy ~hurches we should' have, if .Chri~!ians 
everywhere could emulate her example! It IS saId qf 
s')me, "The poison of asps is under their lips; whose 
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness." How 'easy i~ 
is for all of us to speak poisonous words, words that· 
penetrate and poison the very springs ·of life! And, 
generally speaking, ther·e· is no fundamental justi,fica­
tion for such faU'lt~findin.g. Indeed, it often happen's 
that the poisoned tongue venomously condemns in 
others .the very faults which are most conspicuous in 
its ·own character. Whil·e we give attention to the 
gre'at principles of the faith, we must not fail to apply' 
these .principles to ourselves. The Sermon on the 
Mount is 'by no means obsolete; let us therefore heed 
the S'aviour's admonition: "Judge nOt, that ye be not· 
judged. F.or with what judgment ye judge, ye shall ,. 
be judged: and with what measur·e ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou 
the mote that is in thy 'brother's eye, but considerest 
not the beam that is in t9-i-neown .eye? qr how wilt 
thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out 
of thine eye; and; behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 
Thou hypocri.te, first cast out the beam out of thine 
own' eye·; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out 
the mote out of thy brother's eye." . 

THE EDITOR IN OKLAHOMA CITY. 
The 'Ed~tor le:tt M'ollld-a'Y ni'ght f"io;r OkIahoma City, where 

hoe will spend I!Jhree weeks w.ith Dr. e. P . .stealey, conducting 
'ev,ange1istic meetin'g.s. We 'ask the eaT!nest prayer-so -of -our 
·reader.!'I that :the se'I.'Vioes may be fraught with spiri.tua:1· ·power. 

'Owing to the Edi,tor's leaving Monday, we are una·ble to give 
Sunday evening's radio sermon to our re~ders- until next week. 

THE RADIO FUND 

THE GOSPEL . WITNESS FUND 

THE SEMINARY FUND 

Three thirsty children 

Who always want a "djink".· 
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~bt Jarbt~ ~trttt ,ulptt 
A PROFANE PERSON. 

A Sermon by ~he Pastor. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church. 
(StenogrBlphically TepQrted.) 

"Lest there ,be any'. . . p~'ofane person, as Esau, who f·or one morsel o·f meat s·o-ld his 'birth-
ri,ght.· '. . 

"For ye know how that afterward when he would have -inherited the blessing, he was rejected: 
fOIl" !he found, no place of repentance, though !he soughlt it CBiI'ef,ull'Y with teaI's1."-Hebrews' 12:'16-17. 

These verses epitomize the life's' history of one of 
the outstanding characters of antiquity. It is mar­
vellous to observe what volumes God can condense 
into a few sentences. From the record .of a life in 
which there was found no place for God, absolutely 
n.othing of importance is omitted in this comprehen-
sive summary. '. 

. It is the story .of a hungry mati. Esau was not 
hungry in any figurative or metaphorical sense: he 
was simply and literally hungry for his dinner. And 
by <the gratification of his physical appetite he sacri­
ficed foreve'r the interests of his soul. 

Esau was the first-born ·of Isaac's children. To him 
bel,onged the right of primogeniture; wlhich, among 
the Jews, involved the right of being the priest .of the, 
household in his {.ather's stead; all 1!he blessings of 
the c.ovenant which God had made with Abraham, and 
his seed after !him; and the privilege of transmitting 
those blessings to his successors. But to' the value 
of aU these things, Esau appears to have been utterly 
blind. It is said of him thaJt "for one morsel .of meat 
he' sold his birtlhright", with all that was involved 
therein. 

We hav·e here a story that is applicable to multi­
tudes 'Of people in our day-and very probably to not 
a f.ew within these walls this evening. Jt is the story 
of a soul asleep; a soul that awakened out of his sleep; 
but who awakened only to discover that he had slept 
too long. "Afterward, when he would have inherited 
the blessing, he found no place .of 'repentance, though 
he sought it carefully with tears." 

I. 
Here, then, to begin with, ~s THE STORY OF A SOUL 

ASLEEP. We all know how it is possible for' one mem­
ber lof the body toO be dormant, to be temporarily 
paralyzed, while the other members of the body regu­
larly ,ex:ercise their functions. It is possible for one 
member of tlhe body toO be unresponsive to anything 
from without, as, for instance, when w~ say' the foot 
is asleep, while the body as a whole iI1stantly respon'ds 
to the slightest touch. 

This is the story of one element in a complex nature . 
being fast asleep. Here was a '~an who was made up of 
S!pirit, soul, and body. There was a sense in whiclh 
he had to live two lives, because it was necessary that 
.he should relate himself to two worlds. And on one 
side of his nature you will find that Es·au was wide 
awake, always alert, always instantly responsive fa 
the appeals of tlhat world t,o which he beJ.onged; but on, 

the ,other side of his nature he Was asleep; he was 
dead; he ma,de no response whatever t.o the appeal of 
the spiritual. He was awake to the advantages of the 
morsel 'of meat; but utte·rly unresponsive to the appeal 
of the bi~thright, with 'all that it involved. 

And I venture to say that that is descriptive of the 
condition of multitude~ of people still. Wlhen the 
Scripture says that oa man. is "dead in trespasses and 
in sins", it does not mean that he is morally just as 
bad as he may be: it does not mean necessarily that he' 
is not a kind husband, nor a good father, nor out-· 
wardly, at least, a respectable citizen. But it does 
mean that he is without response to the higher things: 
of life, Ito the voice of the Spirit of GoOd. 

Let us see what is said of thi,s man Esau. First of 
all, he is described as "a profane person". That does. 
not mean that he ur;;ed profane language in the modern 
sense. '1 need scarcely, of course, remind you of that. 
The word f.or "profane" is a very interesting word:' 
it is suggestive of our word "thoroughfare". You see' 
it about the str·eets to-day-eN a thoroughf,are"-the· 
path is reserved. Now if a Greek had wanted' to' 
put up a sign to the effect that there was no thorough­
fare, he would have said, "Not profane", that is, re­
served. It is a word that was used to descl.'ibe the' 
ground before the sacred encloOsures, of heathen tem­
ples, to differentiate that which was without from tha·t 
which was within. It was not enclosed; it was not 
fenced; it was not r-eserved for that pa'rticular pur-· 
pose-it was profane; it was open to. anybody and 
everybody who desired to pass that way. , 

And Esau was a pr,ofane. person in the sense that 
there was no sa,cred ·enclosure; there was no sanc':· 
tuary, no holy of .holies; no place reserved for God 
a'Ione. His whole nature was an open plain, a marsh, . 
~ common, 3;cross which any and every vagrant spirit 
might pass at will; and there was no part of his nature 
that was f.enced oOff, separated, and held sacred as' a 
habitation for God. ' 

And is not .that true of many still-that their hearts 
are pla:ces of publi·c assembly? There is no lock upon 
the door; there is no wall roundabout; but 'it is wide 
open to all the materialistic, deadening influences that 
play upon ·a human soul. There is no guest-chamber 
-wi.thin such as the Shunammi,te had for the man of 
God when he passed that way. There is 'no lodging­
place for any spiritual impulse, for any holy thought 
-foOr rthe S'on of God Hims'el!f. But the man's' life is 
like the inn at Bethlehem, every room occupied, every 
floor trampled by common feet, and no place in which 

. , 
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the Son of God may be born-no place for God to 
come in-simply "p·ro£'ane". Oh, what a picture of 
multitudes of people living to-day! What a picture of 
mamy here-':"'simply' godless and materialistic, living 
for' the things which are seen and temporal, with no 
thought of God at all! . 

Now it is not chafged against Esau, .that he abused 
the powers of .that side of, his nature which was awake. 
He 'was 'not a glutton; he was not a drunkard; he 
was not a man who was' inordinately given to' appe­
tite: he 'Was simply a common, healthy man wh~ 

.. enjoyed his diriner, as any healthy man. ought to do. 1 
say it is not charged against him that he abused the 
powers of that side of his nature which were awake. 

On the contrary, there were many things a.bout Esau 
which wer.e 'most admirable. He was a good son; 
he wa's considerate of' the requirements of his aged 
'fatHer. We read that "Isaac 16ved Esau, and did eat 
of his venison". And have you not seen it in a family? 
If anybody wants anything, they know which mem­
ber of the family is at their service to supply it; if 
father or moth~r finds himself or herself' in a difficult 
situation, they know which son of' the family will 
come to their help. And IS'Mc knew; he had learned 
to 'lean upon Esau; and Esan had' always' been kind 
and considerate. And when the. old man was out of 
sorts, and needed 1 something to cheer him up, and. 
something, perhaps, to tempt ~is failing appetite, it 
was this generous son who came in from the hunting 
and prepared him "savoury meat, such as he loved". 

Esau was terribly betrayed by his bro-ther, abc\m­
ina:bly tr·eatted; and in a momt:nt of anger he vowed 
he wouM kill him. But he ma,de no effort whatever 
toO fulfil his threat; and when, years afterwards, Jacob 
returned full of fear lest Esau should have nourished 
the old grudge,. as sooI) as Esau saw him he ran 
towards him, and threw his arms about his neck and 
kissed him, and wept. And whe,n Esau saw the pres­
ents which Jacob had sent, he said, "What are these?" 
And J a·cob very humbly said, "These are'to find grace 
in the sight of m')- lord". But Esau, with his charac,,;, 
teri'stic generosity, said. "I have enough, my brother; 
keep that thou hast unto thyself". He had forgoQtten 
all a.bout t.he past; he nouri'shed no enmity against 
his br.other. • ' 

order merely, but in importance-the first and the 
great commandment is, "Thou shalt love ,the Lord t~y 
God": and that, Esau completely ignore4. Esau bUllt 
no altar' he never· howed his knee to God; he was ·a , . 
"profaJne" pers·on. The ol1,ly charge registere~ agamst 
Esau is that for one morsel of meat he despIsed and, 
sold his binthright. That is the only complaint which 
the Book makes a'gain~.t him. Not that he was a thief, 
or a blasphemer, or in any sense a bad man, as. men 
estimate character; but he was a man who weIghed 
things ,in the balances, and his eyes were open ch~efly 
to the realm of that which is seen and temporal. Esau 
ha:d a great appreciati.on of the realm of th~ material; 
for the "morsel of meat" stands 'not mere~y for the 
indulgence of. the physical-the "morsel of m~eat" 
stands for the material, for the temporal, for the thmgs 
which are ·seen. And the "birthrIght" stands f.or the 
spiritual, f.or that which belongs to the world of the 
unseen 'for that whlich is aibiding. Es,3.uweighed these 
two the' oneia~aJinst the other; and on the principle 
that "a bir-d in the hand is' worth two in the bush", 
he said, "What profit shall fhis birthright-this thing 
of the future, this thing of the realm beyond-what 
profit shall this birthright be to me? And so, for 
one morsel of meat, f.or a dish of len tiles, .for the grati­
fication of an hour, he sacrificed his so~'l's interests .. 

And that is character.istic, I venture to 'say, of many 
whom we regard as among the best of p~ople-the 
people whom we meet and- reS!pect and lqve; the peo­
ple who in so many respects are altogether worthy; 
but who yet have no place for God in their I,ve's. vVe 
speak to them of the blessings of the covenant, of 
salvation by grace, of the "inheritance incorruptibl;e, 
and undefiled, and th3.!t fadeth nO't away, reserved 111 

heaven for those who are kept by the power of God 
through ·£a~th unto sa'lvation"; but they hav·e no ears 
to 'hea-r, nor ·eyes to see.. 0 that I could get the ear 
of some such this evening! It will pay you, my 
brother, to go without your dinner; to make less pro­
fit in your business;' to sacrifice the pleasures of the 
hour; to shut your ·eyes to this present inter'esting and. 
alluring world, and look for "a dty which hath faun­
dati.ons, whose builder and maker is God". But Esau 
smiles, and says, "I really do not know what you an; 
t,alkIingabout; I do not see any city; I have no con­
sciousness of what you call the spiritual world; I have 
no interest in what you call the covenant; I feel no 
need of it whatever. Why should I? The blood of Jesus 
Christ! I know nothing about it. All tha:t I' care for 
is the present, call it a 'mo'rsel of meat', or wha.t you 
will". 

II . 

It is ·one o'f the most terrible tragedies .of history: 
to read oQf a man having so many admirable qUaJlities, 
so amiable, so lovable in a thousand respects, and yet 
destitute ·of any interest in God! Ah, are there not 
men like that? You say, "Well, sir, what more do 
you want? You ask his wife, she will tell you the 

. sort of man he is; ask his mother; ask those whoQ dea'l Let us con~ider now, THE STORY. OF A SOUL AWAK-
with him in business; ask his neighbor·s; ask anybody, ENED. "Afterward, when he would have ,inherited the 
and they will tell yo1,l that his hand is ,always open to blessing,' ,he was rejected." Whalt volumes are con­
the needy, and that he.is alway~ responsive to the cry densed into that one word;-"afterwardt!" Can you· 
of his fellows. And as long as a man does that, what -schoolboys parse it? Tell me what part of speech it i-so 
more is required?" "AfterWard !" Some lad will say, "It 1S an adverb, i5 

Is the entire obligation of the law summed up in a it not, sir?" Yes., And wh3;t is an adverb? An ad­
man's duty to his neighbor? I know that Esau ought verb is a word that modifies wO'rds expressive of action 
to "have been aH that he was-but he ought to have or quaHty. And here is a word that modifies the 
been something more. "Thou shal-t love thy neighbor words .relating to Esau's action,. which relates his later 
as thyself." But "the first and the gr.eat command- wisdom to his early folly. "Afterward I': "Bread of 
ment" -and as I' have often reminded you, the first deceit is Isweet to a man; but afterwards his mouth 
and the gr~eat'commahdment is a'lways "first", not in .. shall be filled with' gravel." 0 the difference! "No 
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chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but his face takes on an ashen hue. He drops business, 
griev,ous," 0 the pain of it! "Nevertheless afterward rushes 'out, jumps into his car, and in a moment or 
it yieldet'h the peac~able fruit of righteousness unto two ruslhes up the front steps of his house, a..nd is met 
them which are e:x:ercised thereby." by one who raises a warning hand. "How is he, Doc-

"Af,terward!" It is a word that is suggestive of tor?" "Absolu.te quiet, please!" "But, Doctor, I 
proporti,on 'and perspective; of the, d~stant view; of want to know how he' is. I was so busy rut noon I 
the ability to see things relatively; to get a larger ,did not ,even say 'good-bye' to the 1i,ttle feHow; did 
view of things, and to determine thereby the true not have tirrie to caLI him'to my knee; and now I want, 
values of life. "Afterward!" If we could only 'an'tici- to see him." But", says the Doctor, "you are a strong 
pate the "afterward"! If a man when he drops the man, areri't Y01::1? 'you can bear bad news? Well, 
spark'from his tongue that is "set on fire of hell" could your boy will never speak to you again.'" "He must, 
only see the conflagration he is going to kindle; if he Doctor! 'he mus,t! I did not even say 'good-bye' to 
could, see the min which will be wrought in ,the lurid him." "Well, I have' to tell you the 'truth; ,he will 
glare 'of that fire kindled by an evil tongue, wou.ld' he not ·'s.peak to you again." And in a little while the 
drop the 'spark? "What will ye give me?" said Judas. crepe is on the door. 
"And ·they covenanted with him for thiry pieces of One of the managers later comes up from the place 
silver:' And you can see the miser rubbing his hands. of business to see his chief about a very important 
"I have 'got it; I have got it; I will sell Him for thirty matter. He makes His way in,to his presence, and 
pieces of silver:" B,ut 0, "afterward", when he has spreads the matter of business before him. But he 
got the money, it was to him like the very coals of· says, "Do not talk to me abou!t business,; I do not 
hell, and throwing the silve'r ringing, down upon the .care anything about business." "But, sir", says his 
temple floor, he said, "Take it! Take it! I 'have manager, "it is absolutely ,necessary *at you give it 
sinned, in that I have betrayed the innocent blood!" aUention". "N othing 'is necessary", he says. "I 
If he could have seen things as they appeared "after- tl,1.6ught as you do twenty-four hours ago. I prided 
ward", the wealth of the world could not 'have tempted myself on my stoicism. I sruid a' man could not live 
him to sell his Lord. on sentiment, ,and I di,d not know that my father-

Well,. Esau was alseep. Mark a soul's awakening! -,heart was sleeping; I did not knoOw that there was 
Esau has l·ived in a beautiful out-of-doors'; Esau has another world fmm which' my folly was excluding 
trained himself to believe tha,t there is noO better light me. But now I am awake, and I care nOithing f.or 
than sunshine-that there is nothing sweeter t,o the' business." And when ,other years have pass'ed, the 
taste than that which an arrow from his quiver ca,n man stands in t'he cemetery where he has laid the 
bl1ing to his board. He ,has trained himself to believe beautiful mother of ihlis darling boy, and where ,he has 
that there is no music so entrancing as the song df buried his all. He has amassed great wealth; he is 
birds, and the ripple of the bmoks, and all the mur- a man .of great fortune and influence'. "But", he cries, 
muring music of the world of nature. He is a child ' "the emptiness of it all! Now I see that it was all f'Or 
9f the field; and every sense is awake and alert to all them, and now thwt they are g,one, there is nothing 
;the ,glories, to 'all the fascina.tion, of God's beautiful left." And in his impoverishment Ile lifts his eyes 
world. And he says, "If I have that, I have every- heavenward to cry, "As the hart panteth after the 
thing". But there comes a time when .he discovers water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, 0 God". 
that behimj. the door of the promise, within the com- My 'brother, it cannot be done! The hunger of the 
pass of the covenant, behind the veil of sense, there soul cannot be satisfied 'Wlith business, nor with wealth, 
is another world; and that it is a still \ more beautiiul nor with pleasure, I;lor with fame, nor even with wife 
wor:Id than the world in which he has been living; and family. T:hey are all mortal and must leave you. 
that it is fuller ,of treasure and of joy. And something And when the soul awakes it will be to the rea1iza­
within Esau awakes, and he comes knocking at that ,tion that you are poor indeed, unh:!ss you have i\:h~t 
door, saying, "Hast thou but oOne !blessing, my father? one' all-comprehensive blessing of the Father, even 
Bless me, even me also, 0 my father. An<;l ES'au lifted "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
up his voice and wept." forever." 

And that awakening comes in the providence of God to 
many-I think perhaps to aB. There is a sense of the 
Unseen, and of the reality 'of the future. Here, for 
instance, i,s a business man immersed. in business. He 
calls himself a "hard-headed b'usiness man", wha.tever 
that is. BUit he Hves in facts and figures; he is proud 
of his ability to get on-and he is getting ,on. His 
home is a place in which he passes the night, and' 
wher,e he oomes at meal time. But 'he say's a man 
cannot live on sentiment. I remember going, by re­
quest of somebody in this city, to see just such a busi­
ness man, in old London. I would as soon have a 
marble image to live with-hard, cold, unsympathetic, 
just a machine for g,rinding, out business and making 
money. He goes from his house in haste in the morn­
ing; and some time dur.ing the day his telephone rings. 
He takes the receiver down and listens, and at once 

III. 
The sad part of my story is that ESAU AWAKENED • 

WHEN IT WAS Too LATE. "Afterward when he would 
have inherited the blessing, he was 'rejected: f.or he 
found no place of repentance, though he soug1ht ,it 
carefully w'ith tears." There is a sense in which Esau 
did repent. He repented df his early choice; but ,he 
found then it was ,impossible to satisfy' himself with 
that which had abundantly satisfied him before. And 
now "when ,he' would have inherited the blessing, he 
was rejected"; and he finds no place in which he may 

, again I change his mind back to his former sltate, 
though he seeks it carefully with tears. 

I have never been particularly concerned as to 
whether the scriptures descriptive of the future state 
,of the impenitent are to be interpreted literarlly or' 
figura'tively; whether hell lis a place and condition in 
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life, and there came one"last moment, ·a point of time 
as ~ the twinkling of an eye, when "for a. moOrsel of 
meat he sold his birthright". At last, he simply 
crossed 1:Jhrut- line, and it was done forever! And there 
comes that moment to everY'0ne. It may Is.trike for 
you to-night, this hour-hush I-While angels bend on 

. hovering w.ing ab'Out you,. and God the Holy Spirit 
calls '1'0 you to choose between the ·car.nal and the 
spiritual, .between the temporal and the ete l"11 aI, 
between ·darkness and light, between hell and 'heaven, 

. between Barabbas and Christ-at this ins1tanl1:, you 
may stand at "the great divide"-this tick of the clock 
may settle your eternal destiny I What is your 
answer? 

which there is literal fire, .or whether it be bu.~ a fig­
ure. All I have. to say is this: that the scriptural 
descriptions of the final state' of the Iqst in their least 
awful aspect are so terrible that they are hell enough; 
and ·as to whether the literal. ·or figurative interpre­
tation lbe the woOrst, I am not prepared to say. But 
this is certain: that for a soul to awake sufficiently 
to get a glimpse of glory and miss it; for a soul thus 
to .get a view of tne loveliness of Jesus, and to lose' 
Him; for the so-ul. to understand the PoOssi1bility of 
salvation through the bloO'Od, and n'ever to receive it; 
foOr a soul to gel!:. a glimpse of the happy ret!nions of 
the :ful1:ure and to s·ee Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and 
a'll the hosts of the redeemed, in the kingdom of God, 
and hilmsel£ cast out, that is he'll: and it is hell enough! 
To see what he miglht have .been, and to know tha't by 
his own folly he has thrown his soul away-to know DISPENSING WITH THE GOSPEL. 
,that, is ··to tas,te the most terrible remorse of wlhich :Mrs .. Partington uttered more of the truth .than she 
any creature is capable-to feel that woulJd be to taste thought when she said, "Dear me, nothing don't do me 
"the second death". so much good as to go to church Sunday morning, and 

Do you n'Ot see it? "When he would have inherited . hear a precious minister ·dispense with the gospel!" 
the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place Yes, dear soul, that .is ·exac.t1y what some of them do: 
of repenta~nce, though he sought it carefully with they ,give us anything. and everything but the glad 
tears." And. the scripture abounds with teaching on tidings of salvation, and then they wonde'r ·that their 
this matter .. "When once the master of'the house is chapels become empty. Yet it does not do ·to say as 
risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to much, or you will hav·e a hornet's nest about your ·ears. 
stand without, and t'O knock at the door saying, Lord, Of course they preach gospel, that is to say a 'gospel, 
Lord, open unto us: and he shall answer and say unto if not the gospel. \¥hat is the difference? Only the 
you, I know you not ·whence you are: then shall ye indefinite for t?~ de~ini.t.e artic}'e, only sand instead 
begin to say, vVe have eaten and drunk in thy pres- .. of rock, only op1l11On 111 the place of truth. 
ence, .and thou hast taught in our streets. But he The worst of it is that hearers now-a-days put up 
shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are: with it. There seems fo be little left in the land ·of the 
depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity. You discriminating spirit. Men tolerate error in their min­
had nlO place in y.our heart for Me. There was 'no ·isters, grumhling at first, cons·enting to it afterwards. 
guest-chamber f'or the Son 'Of God. There never was M any do not know chalk from cheese in these times, 
a recognition of the cross. There never was. a spirit and 50 long as the language is musical and the ideas' 
humbled before the Sovereign of the universe. You are pretty, their .preacher l1}ay teach anything short of 
had no place for Me. Depart, I never knew you." a·theism ·and they will drink it in. What a clapping' 
The scripture, I say, .is full ·of I1:hat terrible truth. a man gets at a public meeting if :he will ot:J.ly harp 

on the string of li'b~rality and say that we are all alike, 
and that our views are only different aspects of the 
same truth: black is a shade of white, and white a 
milder tone of black! In ·times gone iby a few sermons 
without the gospel in: them would have brought down 
a storm about ,his reverence's head; but now he is ad-

"There is a line, by us unseen, 
That c1'lOsses every path; 

vhe hidden boundary between 
God's patience and His wrath. 

"To pass that limit is toO die, 
To die as if by stealth: 

It does nO't quench the beaming eye, 
N or pale the glow .of health. 

"How .long may we go on in sin? 
How I011lg will .God f.orbe~r? 

Where does hope end, and where begin 
T'he ·confines of despair? 

, 
"An answer from the skies is sent, 

'Ye that from Go:d depart: 
While it is called to-day, repent, 

And harden n·ot your heart'." 

"ReholcJ, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation." Remember the "afterward"! 
May the Spirit .of God make us wise now !-now!­
now! It' may be now or never! There was a moment 
mark Y'ou, a fateful moment.of decision in Esau's life: 
He had been gradually coming up to the cris.is of his 

. mired as a man of fresh thought, and t~kes leave to 
make. up his theology as he goes along. No one chal­
J.enges him,or if a !hold brother does so he is called a 

\ bigot, and snuff~d out. , . 
Surely this state of things cannot last. Someone 

will bear his protest and create a stir, or,else the whole 
thing wil.l rot into contef!1.pt. If there he a gospel, let 
us have It and nothing else. The're are not two gos­
pels: which is the genuine article? This we demand. 
This we would hav~, not now and then, but always as 

'. the standin1g dish, the d<!ily provision of the house of 
the Lord. If any man shall withhold the truth, or give 
us the counterfeit of it, he shall answer for it wi·th his 
head; for 'by trifling in this mat·ter the souls of men 
are placed in jeopardy, and the kingdom of Christ is 
hinder·ed. 
. Blessed is. he ,v:ho dispenses the gospel, but cursed 
IS he tha·t dispenses with it. 

From ((Sword and Trowel," 1882. 
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LET US IPRAY. looking forward' to gr~at bIessings tMs 
That the IConferences Wlhic'I.. ,are ,bel·ng F.B.Y.P.A. RALLY .,. comi'IJlg", winter. Let us' J·'oin witih them A_ ~'e go ... ..... "-

.p
lanned in various distl'iV'ts "'hrou""hoUit """. n" vO ;press·, ". gq.ves us mUCH '" '. "'. in earnest prayer ~or this s ... lendlid work. J·oy to ~ ort tt.· '.:10.:1, F B Y.P.A our Oon-V'ention may be under the ,guid- .... ~ep " .. e sp1en .. .,.", ... . 

lince ,O':f ;the Spirit of Gtodi and may be ... ... ... ... :Raloly held IlIt Ol'lamgevill'e 1>n Monday of 
times of inspirllltiion and! 'of .bless,ing to ALTON. .this :week. It was ,indeed !a .glor,iooUs day 
those' wiho, 'Me able to :attend. These Pastor ~nllTd, of .Moon, repoT,ts ,times both in natuTe and in our hear,ts' as we 
conferences' :wall be. held fOT praYler, of fresh spiritual blessing ;at ,the -reeent ga~~redo ,to k~ep our ThanksigiVring by 
praise and, a ihuiniblJing ,of ()I\lrs,elves' be- serwces .in the church there. A week pralsmg :the Gl'Voer of 'all good things. 
fore 'God. Our people ·are anxious that ago .sunday ,thJe services were encourag- Two ,bus'es an~ nUlIIlerous cars ,brought 
as a result 'of thes'e 'gath;erings there ing and we pray thaJt definite results ,the Y'otmIJg iPeopJe f'l'lom T!oronto and near­
may.come to our churehes renewed spirit- may f'ollow ,th~S' spoken word. At tilie by centres. Als bhe lbime for the after­
ual ener.gy wMch! 'W1il1 enabloe us ·to gTasip prayer meeting the follO'W1i'lIig Tu'esday ,nooh service drew ne·ar, a splendid' num­
With grearber ze'al 'and enthus,ia.sm the niglhtthe !presence of -God was mQS.t be:r of dEl;1egates thronged ,the eh'Ull"Ch. 
splendid opportunIty fur. iflhe work of ,tilie ~arked ,and, the iPeoIP1e Wleil'e deeply The meetl'ng was muked by a spi-lit 
Lord which mlOW Hes .before us. touchellf as God spoke most definitel:y of de¥otion and entiliusi'asm whicih ,bouched . 

'lTh.oe E~ecutive Board is caHing u'pon to their hea!I"ts. all heal1ts. After·a rousing s'ong ser-
the .churches to Oibserve the 1'9.th lof No- ... ... ... ... v,ice and 'a br,ief period 'Olf devotion ,a.nd 
vember as' 'a day CJIf prayer in the con- IMMANUEL, HAMILTON. sweet fellQWlSh~, (Mr. and' Mrs. MeUnsih, 
fidoe~ce. that ~T God! Wlho so ,gTaei:ous[y Immanuel Church, Hami:liton, j'oins our .outgoing missdonaries, brought 
ma'Illlfested HIS' ,p'resence :aJt !bhe Oonven- Wlith many otilier .of our .cih.urches in re- messageS' spoken :in the ipower and- with 
ti,on held dn London ;WOIU'}od Ihave U:8' make porting an outpouring of ;the ,Spirit of the strength Qf the !Spirtt 'Of God. 'Dhedr 
iflhis a ~r 'Of 81dJvoancement. ILet us God in ·an unus'lUlll way 'am Ibhe Sunday words came with tilie breaJth of Heaven 
make UIlis day of prayer one :in. which 1iololoowing our sp[end1d Oon'\'ention. Pas- and ,the fervo:r of fun consecration and 
we wHl very defimtely s-eek ,the Lord!s ,bor Dynes'. 'of St. Thomas, ~oha;nged! ,pul- al'l hear.ts lWere drawn out ,in respOOl'se ;flo 
gruddanoo Mid. ih.'E!llp in the furtherance pdts with 'Brother Mill~gan fur ltihe day, the stirring cha'1len:ge' and ap:peru1 which 
(}of His g.reat work. and gave the ,people two very inspiIDing they ipl'es'ented. W~th strong c'OnvUction 

* ... ... ... messages 'on Slalv!8lbi:on, Wlhtc:h -brought a they spoke of th,eir eagerness to ,be our 
OUR JEWISH WORK. ve,ry .strong 'aJppeal Ito the ·unsa'V'ed. We ambassad:ors to ,fue Idark ,land and their 

A letter recenotly :received fr,om Rev. rejOoice w·tth Lmmanuel {Thurc;h in the implicit rtrust ion the lead~ng o.f the Lord. 
A. E. Glass, our mu.smonary to the JeIWS, fact that they 'are able bo have with 'lTh.ey concluded with an: appeal for full 
teHs :tiirs·t of atl 'of ,great ,bIes'sling '8JC- them again Rev. Alfredl 'MtiH1g.an, their consecration, 'which we feelo sure cannot 
companymg ;j)he messages he 'g.ave 'When ·belO'V'ed 'Pas'bor. . fall on uruf.ruri.tful ground 1n the hearts 
.ihe visited iHawkesbone, West 01,"0 and ... ... ... ... ,to ;which ~t was d,iTooted. 
~arrie. The pso!}loe c1Ull'e out ~ lall"ge SHENSTONE, BRANTFORD. Rev. S. Lawrance pres'emeda most 
number.s 'a'nd S1h~.w:ed ,great intereSlt in On . Sunday morning, November' 2nd, enthusiastic rep1>N of 1ihe Summer Con-
the services' :aoo :we feel,s'llI"e the !Word our l'6tuToIl:ed' ,mi,sslionary, Rev. A. J. ference. We :are sure suclh a gl'owing 
O':f our Lord! 'WIhl,1 not l"eturn V!01d. LeWlis, spoke 'at Ithe 'Bible ·,School: amd a.ccount ,of the splend1d camp at Fi·sher's 

The maj,or ip'8Il't .of the letter .speaks m'OrnoinJg s'ervioo CJIf· Shenstone M,emomB/1 Glen will impres's ma'IllY with a desire to 
of ,the -encOlN'aging results :wh~ch have Ohur.Clh. Manifest hlesSiing a'Ild iP'0wer be ;present at .the 1931 Camp 'aJt M,a'ry 

,been manif.ested ;in the work of Iflhe were p:resent at the serv,ice. In the ~ven- Lake, Muskoka. . 
J'ewish missiom T,h·e lWlork has been! ca.r- ing Rey. W. J. H. Brown, of Annette .Rev. Alex. Thomson brought tilieiillls>pira-

. ried .on contin)l'()I\lsly throllg'hout the sum- S'Vreet, Toronto, preached wi,th great t~01lIIlIl 'address 'of iflhe 'aLternoon, speaking 
m'~, ib~ot thiSJ fan, how'ever, a renewed POWeT. Monday evenJing Mr. Brown :again fTom E~us. M. Mr. Thomson ,p'ointedi 
,ef:flort was pu,t rliorth and! i.t· 'Was most brQU'g'lht a mes'S8.g'e to the church. These out the ~1'gmficamJce 'of ,the eoop'eri,enc'es 
cheaTing :to see the sploend~d resulbs 'of meetilligs' con,tinued, a s'eriJes 'of special of the Chl,ldren of ]jsrael ·as t,h,ose ex.peri­
the .work. The opening Mondlay Ill!ight ~erv'ices whiiclh ill'ave oo.en held 'l"ecemly en~es may be s'pirirually ·applied to the 
soesS'lon was marked by .an attendance of In the IShenstone ·Churcih, ·and' 'Of whiclh children ,of God. He made 'a SltilITing 
'forty-five; rthe Wednesday n9Jglht slesS'ion we hoope ,to publoisih 'a fuller report l1ater. app,eal for ·a cIean-eut surrend·er ,of the 
sh()lwed 'a larger 'abtend'an:oo and all pres'- * ... ... ... heart and I,ife· !to -God. Any !lio,rwa.rd 
,ent s,tayed. for !the Gospel service· the MEMORIAL CHURCH, STRATFORD. m1>Vement must Ibe !I}l'ec,ed'edby 'a 'period 
~ek foUGwing Ithel'le was a s1iiH gr'eater Sunday, November 2nd, marked the of quiet .wai~ing \lop'on~d, that we may 
·lDcrease 'amO. many more rema.inedl for fif,teenth anniversary lof Ibhe oiIJening' of ~now HIS 'WJ.H and· receIve our inspira­
·the Gospel service. A gKl'od 'attendance bhe ,!ork in .Memorial C'huTch, Stratford. hon 'and strengrtlh from Hds HolY' SpInit. 
a gOlod spirit, and a pIiolfi.table ,s·tudY and 'l,ts anmversary Sund'ay :was one of Therefore, left 'us first "stand still" 'and 
.of the Bible hav·e combined to makie the such s'pecial blessing that i,t wlin .be .a th,en "go forward." . 
"Young P,eOople's Meeting of j,ntense ~nter- day long rernemlbered illy those who we're A s'ocial time .:floUowed the c'onclousi'on 
est. The 'ChiIdor,en's Meetings for tis prese'~ at the serVoices. 'Dhe ,!}aSltGr, Rev. of the a.ftemoon seryice when Ibhe dele­
·f.allsho~~,a;n dn11i!'al ~t~llId'aDce of J. 'G. Oon'!lor, pr~ached S'Oul s,tirrin'g ser- ;gat~s part()lok o~ the supper !provided 
.,th:tf'Ybe' a numlber whIch ~t IS ex.pectecl mons W'hl,ch thrI}.t~ the Ihea.r,ts ·of the by. the ()rangeVlUe young ;peopIe and 
WI '. doubl~d, at Ith~ next ,meetding. L~ge con-gregations and made ifihem con- enJ~:yed a .time of fenowSihip, as ()lId ·ac-

It I'S the aIm of this wGrk to s,pread ~clou~.of ,~e ,presence of -the HolY' ,Spirit qual:ntances were. Il'en~edand strength­
the GIospel. bo God's Clho.SoeJ.l people by In thel!l." mlids<t. 'Dhe .sunday ISehoo~ ilIe- enedand new frnendsh!}'ps wel'le fooTmed. 

-every possl,bloe means 'andi ,I'll! every' .cli-· p~rted an attendance ,of one hundrred' and At the oeveni~g ~'el"Vl·ce "''1.._ ..JL .. "-

:r.'Iecmon. To Ibhisj ,end invlirtaroions' and nmet t Th H1S;.· . ~ , '.'re <'"II.Ul"C'n 
Jewish tracts have Ibeen ,gi,ven out dill ' r- w:o. . e 0 y IP'lrJit; II!SI ind~d WillS filled to c!IJp,8JCity amd those Wlho 

1a1l"ge n'UJIXlOers. Mr. Glass an.:l, !b'l·s help- bewol~kbng m ,tili~s c~urch and Ibhe members came to enjoy the spiritu:al feaSlt were 
... 'Ieve :lihat 1t Wl'Il nOot he long ibediOTe not d~sappointed Afte~ a h 

.. ers al-e trusting the ·Lord for a fruitful the d f" '·00 I· . ~ c eery ser--'L,a~~s'" "'ro"''1..'" ' . y:tusee
l 

ver'{ ·e 1m res'll ts lin ·a ,gr.eat vice o,f song, the devotl·onal pe,,;,A.:I, wa's 
.. 11 .... Y'" '. \1, m 'Vile see", SOW'lll, and aTe s'plrl a Tevlval u'UU . , . .led by Pastor Rum,baLl of Oakwood 
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Ohurch. T·h~ messa:ge of the evening was 
,bllOUgihit ·by Rev. W. J. H. Brown, of 
Annette St. Church. T,he spealrer stres,sed 
the ·tremendious need for pers'ona:l e'V'ang­
elism, and' as he spoke, his heuers' !Were 
thI1il1ed by the s·tirring chalIenge .to de­
finite soul-winning. A11 present felt thalt 
ihearts ·were refreshed and spirits' movedl 
with 'a desire Ito win ,the J'ost to Ohrist 
by all means. 

'l'hat stewardSlhdp of :Hfe ·and ;p.ro:perty 
may be the joy of our peOople." 

'" . '" '" 
ORDINATION AND FAREWELL. 

days." 'D'hois prayer was &ISO answered, 
and witMn Tour dtays ihe -was out ·a 'Well 
man. He immedd.llltely ~'onfessed JlesUS 
Ohrist :as' ,sawor, 'and' mad'e haste to 
foIVow Him dn baPtism. 

'" '" '" '" 
The Runnymede Road Reguolu Bap­

tist Chureh, T·oronto, lis calling messen-
'g>ers to sit in council on Tuesday, No- Burlington.' 
vember 18th, ior ,the pur,poSe ,of Isetting ThIs is a s·mall church of 'ool.y ,twenty 
apoart :lior the ,GoSipeL ministry Mr. Gor- members, s,iI1;uated <in a IVoillage with .a 
.don Day M,elliSih. The serv:ice will begin p()pulat~on: of 'Ow:!} n.undlred. Bro. W. H. 
'at' 3 p.m. and will continue into the even- Arnold ihas been the acting pastor for 
ing when a farewell meeti!IlJg wiLl he iheld the pas:t sixteen mon1ili.s, aJnd U.s do'ing 

Greetin'gs 'Were ·sent from !ljhe dele­
gates pr·es·ent 'at this Ra1Jly to ,those 
'glaothered fo:r simHar fellowsbJip in iHam­
ilton and' LondlOn, Reports ,of ,the·se o-tber 
ra:llies which will be p'U'bliSlhedJ Ioa.ter, will 
dl()ubt1ess teU 'of like 'blessing and Iin­
spirati'on ·at the'se centres 'alsl(). 

for our missiona.ries-elect, Mr. 'and M.r.s·. a .good work. ManY·OIU1;s;iders are attend­
Gordon D. MeH~h ·and! IM.iss· .Minnie Lane. ing obhe services. 1"or th'l"6e years they 

. . have . had o.ftIY. a !ml()rnin;g IServftce, but 
As fuils· wiLl probably ,be !the 'only pu'h- recently they hav.e hegun evenmg ser­

Hc meeting ':in 'l'orcmto -which our mis- vices. They Ihave a Clhure'h buHdling and 
si,onuies'-elect 'WiLl healble ro attend be- .parson8lgeall 'Plalid foO,r. AlJI: debtsl of the 
fOil"e SllI!iJ.ing :1io;r ·Lilberia on the "ALaun'ia" church ·are fully paid~ with some money 
oln Novem1ber 28th, fl"iends in ;the T'oronto in the treasury. A young man, Bro. '" '" '" 

CALL TO !PRA YER. 
"The Executive Board of the UNION 

OF REGULAR BAPTIST CHUROHES 
OF ONTARIO AND QUEBEC as 'Caning 
upon the churches to ·o.bserve the 19,th ·of 
November as a Day· ·of Prayer, c·onfiK:I:ent 
that 'our God! wlho 'S'O gl'acious'Ly mani­
festel(} His presence art; the Conventio·n 
held in Lunodon, would have us' make ,this 
a year of adv:ancement. 

"Let dt be, when ;thO'll: hearest ,the 
sound ,Oif a-going in the to·ps of the mul­
ber.ry trees, then thou slhalit Ibeslbilr thy­
seli." 2 ,S'amuel 5:24. 

We haV'e surely ex'peri-enced/ this' si'gn 
of ,the 'begi·n;nitllg 'of ,blessing, and daim 
the pro.mise whieih WillS used! ,of the Lord 
in the OonV'entil()n meetings .~roUlgih Rew. 
E. E. a:'ooper's' address~ 

"Ye nave not pas'sed .this way hel"sto­
fore .... sanctify youTs·elV1e!!:, :!lor to­
morrow the ·Lord ~n id!o !Wonders among 
Y'o-u." J'osihU'a 3: 4, 5. 

·M'uch prayer ,is needed at this ,tiIIllE! 
and your Executive Board suggest thlll~ 

.1. 'Wednesdoay, November 19th, be set 
aside as a D.ay of Pra~r. 

2. That 'one and ,two-day confel"ences 
be held for 'Prayer, P.raise, IIInd .a humb­
l'iTIIg of ourselves> !be:llore God. 

Large :res:ponsi,billiti,es' m'Vle been as­
sumed .thy the Union-:oll'ly' in :a~s 
strength 'and by 'the Holy ,spirit's· P'OIWer 
can we ihope to me·et them, there:tiore 

. PRAY , 

Th'at the e'hurehes .be quickJened to 
grelllter conc·ern and morn sacr-i!fieial ef­
:tiP-l'Its for the salvation 'Of the Ios,t than 
ever befol"e; 
. Thalt.hearts be seamc~ed; 'and ,liives 'Pw.-i­

fled and ·our 'PeOople mdeed wi1l. iboe "a 
;peculi~r peop}.e" witnessin;g to the wo.rld; 

That the Home Miss~·on ca.U'SieS ,where 
Pa'stors ue inadequa.tely supported: 'and 
where ,the financial bu·rden us seViere may 
have 'enc·ouragement; 

That Power mary attend the preaching 
oi Ithe Word throughout the. chuTehes 
and 'bhart; !bless1ng 'WIiIl rest 'On ,the WIOrk 
among the French in Quebec ,and the 
Indians on the Reserve near .Hia>gersviHe'· 

That thos'e 'Who ihave ·left alI :lio;r Hi~ 
Naan·e's . Sake and' are JJabo-ri-nlg In ;d:u.k­
est. Afr.lca ~ the representatives, of the 
Umon may :00 lSus,tained' and .blessed! and 
that :the .three ne-w w()rke:rs g>o.iTIIg for­
ward lInJay have journeyin~ 'll1ereies; 

distriCft are urg~d to ,be ;present. G. L. Lyons, is' preparing himself flOr 
'" '" '" • missi'onary work in Af·rica under· the 

MINER'S BAY. African Inland Mlissi:on. 
When Pasto:r MleHiSlh Teturned ;to :b.,is '" '" '" '" 

fie1q in Miner's Bay 'after Oonrventi'on, ihe Among Flint Churches. 
:Dound Ms' 'P·eoploe g.athel"i1llJg in lS'plendid The Edwin Avenue Baptist Ohureh' has 
.numbers ,to he·ar ,the W:ord. He rep'oris il"ecently 'experienced new life. PastOil" 
·that it was one .of :the beslt ,sund'ays he lio.ren 1M. Goug>h .blllptized five dlul"ing 
hIlS had, 'and at :the· five ,preach~ng Slba- the month of October, ·and received five 
tions there were labout one hund;red aIIIId' others on e:x;pelrien.ce !3Illd !l'ei¥'bo.r.ation. 
forty-:tiour ~n ·attend!ance. They have just clos·ed 'a four 'WIEle'ks' 

Since the announcem:e'i'llt cO'IlCeqtilJl!g revival campaign, conducted' .by Rev. 
Mr. M'el1ish's leavi'l1lg frOll" LibeI1ia has ClydJe Baldwin. ,seven pro:!lessed faitih 
been made, :the people ihave entered in Chor-i-s,t lin these meetings'. Thliis is one 
whole heartedl-y into ,the 'WIork, rej'owing of our y·ouIIIger Regulu Baptist cihurohes. 
t'hiat they wlilJl hav:e & direct conta.ct with The Berean Bap.tist Ohu:rch, whio'h has 
the w:o;rk in Lilberia I8Ind, aSlSlUrin'g !their heen conducted fo;r ten years' '~ 181 mis-
Pas·tor of thenr 'Prayerful s·u:ppol"t. si-on, was organ;iz·ed as ~ Bapti1st Cihurch 

, * '" * '" June 20, 1930. Pastor R1obert' R. Blower 
FAITH AND HOPE~ :!lounded obhe miSls~()n neuly ten yeus 

Hop.e Regu·}.a:r iBaptist Ohurcih, Lon- .ago, and 'has heen carryinJg <?n ed·nce. 'Dhe 
don, is carrying on oa Mdssi-oll! knOlWn 'as c:huorch 'has recently ;p:assed through 'a 
Faith Regular Ba:ptist Missnon. At crisis, and seems to ·be ·on the u.p 'grade. 
these t)vo pEaces' Sunday ISoho'. and Y.our correspondent was recently invited 
preaching services aore carrioed' on. Mr. to hood 'a Sleri-es of meetings with the 
Brackstone, who served' on Thanksgiving ehurC'h. Under the ~ost dliscl()uorag·ing 
Sund'ay. reports much ~nteres't sihown. circumstances the meetings were beg'lln 
At Faith Mission ;there were llJOIlll!e in full dep;end'ance upon the .leading aJnd 
fj:£ty boy;s and gil"ls' la.t :the morndng Sun~ guidance J(}~ ~,e off.olo~ ,sp:irit. He him 
.day .scohoo.}, while !the bu:iJIiding was wrought m~g>htrly, and' ;tJher.e 'lyave be~ . 
c~()wdJed! at the eveni.ng. preaching ser- ,& nu~ber of 'prOlfes·s~ c·ony,;rSlons. :~e 
vIce. Mr .. and Mrs. M'ellls:h ,spoke at the :neetmgs, WhlC1~ art; thIS Wl'I~tlng are s~lll' 
Hope Sunday ,schoool in the afternoon 1Il p:rO'gres'S, 'Wllll dose thiS 'Week with 

'" '" '" '" . . a ibaptisma:l ,servi,ce. ' 
MICHIGAN NOTES. The South 'Ba'ptilSt ChlUtc!h lis hold~ng 
By C. R. Peterson. special meetings at -the preS'ent ,time. 

Newaygo. Pas,tor R. C. Montague "is ,being assisted 
F'OUT were recently huried w.ith ,Christ by ~slbor .Alrehi-e GlIa1ham, of Mt. Monris. 

in. baptiS!mJ m Bil"ooiks, Creek :near ihea:-e The Boap:bist. 'GoSipel· Temp1e, situated 
by Pastor Ohester .s. MInJ()t. These were ion the north end .()If .the oioty, WWs' ,or,g>!1iIl·· 
;the il'uits' ·of paSltor:al work. One of the ized in Septem;ber, 1928. T.hr·ee famildes 
:tioor was a man f.iTty-:f:ow.- ye·ars 'Oif 'llige. oons·tj,tuted the o:rg.aniz·a.tion. Pasto-r Jas. 
His dsan i-lliterestinig e:x;amp},e of ;the A. Llllmb began the 'Work, ·and is stiLl the 
1eadli,JIIg lof ithe Holy .spirit. He Ihad been aggl'essdve iP8.slbor. . Tiheiil" growtJh ihas 
under c'onwc:tion, but refus'ed the cali be'en almos,t phenioonenal. Twenty have 
Oif the Lord: ,to repentance and, fai.th. heen .baptized durmg the past two 
A short time ago he fJ()und' himiSJeIf in months. Abo-ut two hundred- !Were hap­
the hospi-ta,l, -HI wi1lh double ,pneumonia, tized' last year. The ;present membell.'ship 
and giiven up to dde. WMle in 1Jh1s condi- is 279. 'Dhe Clhu'l"Ch is an independent 
tilO!l1l, he claims' tJhat the devllsh!owed:hii:m Baptist Chou-roh. The sta.te c'onV1enition 
heJL with all of its 1ioil"tures'. He prayed:, offered ~em money ito he'lp in the build­
"Lord, save me and I wli:11 srerv,e Y'()u." ing enterprise, Whdcih was refus:ed. They 
The Lord saved 'him, ,but he was ,UIll'W'iU- e~pect soon to ih-~ve iI1he pxo:perty 'all 
ing obo oon:!less' /hils faith. lIIe was seiz'ed poaid :!lor. '.(\he church l"eeiently 'P~ented 
wd,th ·sharp pains that were ·almost un- the paistor With Ia Illew c·aT. The st8lte 
,endurable. He cried:, "Lo.rd, take 'away missionary of the Regular Ba:ptists, 
the pains, and' I wi,11 'ilestify :1ior you." wri·ter of :tihies'e noOtes, 'Will .begUn a three 
The p-ai,ns -wenJt. Then he PI"ay:ed, "Lord, ·or rour weeks' 'J.'Ie'\Toi.val campai'gn with 
I want to be I()'Ut o-f this ih'Os:pital in four' the church o.n Sundiay, N()i\T.em'be,r 30 . 
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DEATH AND BURIAL OF SARAH. 
Lesson Text: Genesis, Chap~er ~3. . 
Golden Text: "And Sarah dIed I~ KIr­

jath-arba; the same is Hebron In the 
land of Canaan: and Abraham came 
to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for 
her" Genesis 23 :2. 

1. DEATH OF SARAH, (Vs. 1, 2). 
'Death is an enemy, (1 Cor. 15:26), ifio 

the salint of God a defeated enemy, (1 
Cor .. 15:5'7), ibut neV'er>t'h!eless an enemy. 

. It ro,bs- us 'of our :well-beloved, and 
sep'aol'ates rbhe ne,arest aIIld! deare;;t, and 
aolfbhough we know ,it d.s well WTth tlhe 
dtep·arted one, and that we shall. meet 
ag>alin, yet .there is a p'ang at ·partmg. It 
ds 'an experIence all muslt ~nder,g'lO ~n­
less the Lord shou'1d: oom'~ an 'our hfe­
t~me ibut i.t' is nOlt one 'W'h~ch struould be 
fear~d by the -child of God, f,or the pow­
er of de'ath has ·been broken, (Heib. ,~:14), 
and absence from the body means !Pr.es­
ent wtth ,the Lord", (C<>r. 5:8) ... 

'.Dhe reclQllxi 'of death l"emlI~d:s ~s of 
the 'awfu'! na'tul'e 'of sin whIch ~S' .:the 
c8luse 'of it (Gen. 2:17), and ,emphas~zelS 
,the fraiLty' of human n8lture. Thie uncer­
taointy of time is' alsoo ~ad~ cle!lr and the 
necessi·ty for prepao!wt:ron II!I,I! wew of'1lh.e 
great ohange, f,or It IS qUIte de'a~ t!h'IS 
life is not the end of .aU; Ibhere IS '81n 
eternaJ: exi&tence ,before every, soul. ~he 
realoitie's- of death and eternIty r.equllre 
to be bl'ought berore 'all ;these days 'W~en 
.there is so much carelessness eonee:rmng 
the t'h~ngs I()f God. 

Dearth has claimed' :8111 the pers'Ons of 
the bibHc'a:1 a~s, and many more ·be­
sides . ·and .the record: is 'gdven here' ~f 
Sarah's ex.parlence wtth .tt. '.Dhe sta~e­
ment .is brief, and in it ,there ~s contaIn­
ed !particuI:a:rs only of iheraoge at de­
cease, and the place ·of ohoe·r depar>1mre. She 
was one hundred ,and ctwenty-seven }'\ears 
old and died :in "Kirjlllth-'uba", "the 
sa-dte is HebroOn dn the la~d of Ca?Iaan". 
No,thing is s,tated ooncernmg ,t'he ~mcum­
stances 'of her de·ath. .some .thInk, by 
the state·ment that, ".AJbraham came !to 
mOUTn :!lor Sarah", that he was away 
from 'home aot ,t'he ,time '!llnd W1hJi.le' this 
may be a proper implicam.'on, it is no~ a 

, neces,s'ary in$erence,' ·as the meamng 
migM simply be :bhat he came to ~r 
tent or ·it may ;sim'ply denote ,the .actlon 
of -dtourning without reference to move­
ment. 'Dhe second me'aning is probably 
the c·orl'ect one. 
, The age of Sar.aJh im!P'Lies Lolll!g H~e,. ~nd 

that oimers privile'ge 'and resp'Onslblhty. 
Just in what measure S'arah lived up to 
her privilege we aore not certain. Judg­
ing from certain recorooed incidents we 
know ·she made miSJtakes; Slhe was not 
'p,erfect. But she was ~ev~rtheless a 
real. servant. of. God and IS mc1uded by 
Peter among ·the holy women, and 'held 
up as an example unto 'aol,l women, (1 
Peter 3:1-6). She w·as 'a cho,sen vessel 
of God· fitted for the M'aste,r's use, and 
wonde;f'lllly sustained by Hian in spite 
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of human frail1li.es in the carry'ing' 'out 
of His purpose. In :tbis ,there ils· distinct 
enoouragement foil' IUS', in the knowledge 
tha,t God is able and willing :to use w'e'ak 
human cr!El'aotures, :in the ,fulfilment of His 
gracious will. No,te death's nature, 
meaning, cer,tainty, and consequenc·es, 
now and hereafter. 

II. MOURNiNG FOR SARAH, (v. 2). 
"And Abraiham came to mourn :!lOT 

Sarah 'and to weep for iher", denoting :the 
ea'S,tern custom 'of Slitting· on tJ!I>e ,grouIIfl 
in Itoken of SlOrl'O'W, the weepmg ~nl­
festing a natural outbul'SJ~ of feelmg, 
Sarah had lived a long tIme, s'he had 
not been cut off in :the bloom ,of her 
youth, s'he had finished !her ~our.se, 'aJIld 
God had taken her unbo HImself; yet 
Abraham mourned for her. . T~ere ape 
'prO!ba:bly so/me who under SImIlar c'!X­
cums'tances would not ill'ave ,shed a te·ar, 
but A.,braham was not of that numbe'~. 
The companion of ros life Ihad: d'eputed', 
and ilIe felt the p'ain of s'eparaotio;n. A~d 
surely most of us can e.nte~ ~nto Ih.~s 
feelings. He .loved Suah, and ~hou.gih 
he knew he· 'Would meet her ·agam, yet 
naotura.l feeling 'Was pres'ent, and could 
not be suppressed. It was an eastern 
custom to manifest grief oo'!l suc!h Il:n 
occasi'on, hut we are conf'Ident thIS 
manidiestation ·of Abraham was not '!>f 
a formal nature. His' teal'S 'Were' real, 
aond wouLd' give relfuef, ,to 'his ,pent :UP 
feelings. Others !have 'Shed tears, m .. 
cludJing our LOM Himself, (Deut. '34:8; 
J'ohn 1i:35), and the child of God is' en­
joined! to weep with ,those' wilro weep, 
(Rom. 12:15), e:nt:e·:.;ing .i~to their feel­
ing.s and sympathizmg 'W1Ith ,them. 
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The respon's'e' ,to the requ~st ~n the 
p'ar.t .of the men of ,the landl ~s qUIte fa­
v,ourable and Abraham is 'offel"ed III. 
choice ~f s'epule'hres owihe:rein, iIll? bur.y 
his dead, (vs. 5, 6). There IS' In thIS 
aIllSwer ·an acknowledgment of ,the 
patriarch's p'ower oaoo influence a,.m·ong 
them: ilIe is addJre~sed 'as "my lord" a;nd 
stated: to be 'a' "mighty prince" among 
them. There is no dooubct ,there:llol'le rthlilt 
he wa's a weaLthy man, owning lar.ge 
heros, 'and having many servanbs. This 
we ihave seen in form'e,r lessoIllS, (1:3:12; 
14:.14). We nOite aISJO the cOllXlbesy of 
the reply, the offer is dmm'edlililte 'and 
gracious; testifyi-ng !p'l"obably ,to :the 
fl'liendly a.ttitude of Abralham towaro 
them ·as wen :as lO·f their's oow·aor.d him: 
T·he hfe of >the s'aint 'ought to be ,such 
thoat ,the world will respect li,ts' reality. 
I,t should be character,iz'oo ,by the graces 
wMch spring frOllll iholines's of character. 

The ,offer ,being S'O gracioo'sly oolffered 
bo Abl'aham, ~ stood, up and' maode 
known the ;place of hlis CihOlice, He desir­
ed' the men to intl'eat Epihr,on tlJ'e s'on 
of Zohar that he might 'giV'e !him the 
c'ave ,of Machpelah as a :burying ,place, 
(vs. 8,9). Poss,ibly Abrahaom was ndt 
llers·onally oacquaJintedi w,iith ·,this 'm1a:n, 
-or ,it'may ·be Ihe 'Only d'esired ,the' men to 
use vheir influenoe in Ithe pl"o:curing 'of 
this, place. EphTon when 'appeaoled to very 
graciousIy 'Offered to give the c'ave to 
Abraohoam, p'O'Ssibly :on tihe understandiing 
thaot a substantial present he· given in 
exchange, (vs. 10,11). AbraJhalm de­
clined' to accept it as a og.i!f.t, 'and offer­
ed to p'ay ,the price If,or it, (vs. 1:2,13). 
The price is menti'()IIled i'n a ;ra'tilier off­
hand manner, (vs, 14,.15) bu.t such in­
difference was ·only affectatIon 'according 
to Arab cus,tom. The paotriarcih p'aid 1:;he 
price, oand the cave and meld ibecame· hb;, 
(vs. 16-18), ·and he ,buried' !hils d'ead 
:there~n, (vs. 19,20). The ,whole land 
was his by 'P'romise but >this lWias 'tihe 
only sp!Ot he actually owned. He, would 
receive the land by faoith' from Godl, hut 
he would n.ot accept it as a present from 
man. He looked ro·rwar.d ,by :!laibh to 
the possessIon of ,tl!!e land, hurt; .a.eted! 'on 
straig'ht. business principIes in !his deal­
ings :w:ttih men. In this 'he is, 'an example 
to all men. 

It ,is not wrong ·to mourn on account 
of the dead, but in relation to the ,saints 
'We are .directed' not Ito s'o·rrow :as thols·e 
who have no !hope foOr at the return of 
,the Lord the doead will ,be rais,ed, ,and 
th-ere will ,be a ,glori'Ous unIon of living 
and: dead' jin Chr,ist, (1 Thess . .4:.13-18). 
In . ·bhe midst of ,sorrow and loneliness 
:therefol'e 'we CaJIl rej'oice in !hope of the 
bles,s'ed future. Our LOM !has remoyed 
the sting of death, and made ;posSiLbIe 
com:plete victory 'over it,. fO'l' every ?~e 
who trns'ts in Him. N oite the sl'gmf.I­
ca,nce of His deaoth and resurrection, the 
naoture and ·power of His ,salvllltion, and 
the blesosed results of His second com-
ing. In Ohristl;· death is dere·ated', amd F.B.Y.P.A. RALLIES ON THANKS-
lire -is' eternal. 'J.'bJanks be unto God' for GIVING DAY. 
His unspeakable gif,t. . The iiour Thanksgliving Day Confer-

ences cOlllducted by the F .. B.Y.P.A. of 
III. BURIAL OF SARAH, (VIS. 3-'20). Ollitario and Que-bec and the Toronto 

Unto Abraham Ih:adl been ;promised the Junior F.'B.YJP.A. war.e glo'I'lious meet­
land of Canaan, and much besides, (1'5:- ingso of ,insip'IDati'on 'and feIloo,wship. 
18); but he did not adua:lly '01W'n ·a :l)oot In the morni~g nearly seven hu.ndTeod: 
of ,gr-o.und in it. He had no pla.ce to boys and! girls gathered in Wave-rIey 
bury his dead. Hi,s· first duty tiherefore', Road for a great junior Rally which was 
on the dea.th 'of Sara'h ,was to secure 'a aoddres,s'ed by Rev. J. F. Holliday, of F,ad'r-
burial ground, ~nd ·the il'·eco,rol ,is 'given I hank. . . 
of the business transaction a.ttendant In the afternoon anJd evening Is'enior 
up-on securing dt. We aore first informed conferences were conducted at W'ortley 
of his appldcatiO!Il! for a bury;i·~g ploace. He Rlollld, Londlon; Hughson Street, Hamd,I­
"sbo'od up from before h1lS dlead, and ,to!Il! and In Orangeville. Nearly one 
spake unto the s-ons' of Heth". He [n- 1:iho~sand Reg.u:l'u Baptists from approxi­
formed ,them i1Ie was a ,sltl"ang·er, 'and' 8'0- mately fif.ty churcihes, 'aotteruded the ,th~ee 
j.ouil'ner allllong them, and requested: ,the seni'or raJol:ies. The buildJioIllgs were crowd­
possession of a ,place to ,bury illis· delild ed in the aditer.noon a.h!d liiteral!l.y packed 
lout of his sight, (v. 4)'. In this, statement in :the ev·ening. Mr. and Mrs. Mellish 
we are enld'ghtened concerning the adJdr>es'sed the rallies at Orangev:iHe oand! 
,patri·arc'h'.s' state; he !had no fixed 'abode; Hamilton, and. Miss Lane sp'ok,e to the' 
:he ,was Isdmp.Jy 18; ;piLgrim. In ,the land. London ,gatherIlllg. 


