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"The Expuisive Powe~ of a New Affection" 
By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.D., Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

The phrase is Dr. Chalmers'. Dr. -Thomas Chalmers 'phere, let God's' pure air in and all that will soon drive out 
was described by Mr. Gladstone a~ "one of nature's the poison. ' 
nobles". He also referred to his "rich and glowing elo- This is the great principle of the Christian life, not 
quence, his warrior grandeur, his unbounded philanthropy, by subtraction, but by addition the wonders are wrought. 

,his strength of purpOse, his mental 'integrity, his 'ab- Regeneration is not' an endeavour to extract 'something 
sorbed and absorbing earnestness, and, above all, his from the soul. It is not reformation, or the' casting off 
singular simplicity and detachment from the world." Dr .. of 'some sins, but, to use, the language of Dr. Thomas 
Chalmers was a majestic Scot: When he began his min- Binney, it is "the implantation of the life of God in the 
istry he preached the law for some eight years, and ad- soul of man"; it is the introduction of a new divine life. 
dressed his congregation with great eloquence on the It is the same also with the work of ~anctification. Ma~y 
sins of,lying; stealing, etcetera. His congregation, all devout souls take great pains to mortify their sinful na-

,respectable people, endured it in a spirit of bewilder- ture: they try to overcome their evil desires. But their 
ment. But they could not refrain from great admira- efforts are painfully fruitless. Christian D'avid the 
tion for the wonderful ability .of their young minister. Moravian who became such a wonderful help to John 
Then came two great events: a very serious affliction, Wesley tells us that before he knew the way of grace, 
which brought Chalmers near to death; and a glorious he did all he could to conquer si'n; yet it profited not. 
conversion which transformed his futur'e ministry. Now He was still conquered by it. Walter Marshall, in his 
law gave place to grace; and wonders, which the preach- volume, "The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification", used 
ing of law could not even touch, were wrought in large a metaphor which probably Thoma,S Goodwin gave him, 
numbers through the message' of grace which he pro- namely, that it is impossible to, squeeze oil out of a flint 
claimed with extraordinary power. stone. It is equally fruitless to endeavour to squeeze 

The' phrase at the head of this article is the title of a holiness out of the human heart which is described. by 
sermon by Dr. Chalmers. (If I could procure the volume Jeremiah as "deceitful above all things, and desperately 
containing this s,ermon I could report what the great wicked". Walter Marshall further says that "the holy 
preacher has to say on the subject.) The thought thus frame and disposition whereby our souls are furnished ' 
expressed has a wide application. It suggests the secret and enabled to do tl,te will of God must be obtained by 
of great, things. When Elisha was asked to assist the receiving it out of the fulness 'of Christ, as a thing al
people of Jericho because their water supply' was tainted, ready prepared and brought to existence for us in Christ, 
Elisha did not order the men to clean out the spring; he and treasured up in Him, and ~hat as we are justified by 
said, "Bring ,me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And a righteousness wrought out in Christ and imputed to us, 
they brought it to him. And he went forth unto the so we' are sanctified by such a holy frame and qualifica
spring of the waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, tions as are wrought out in Christ and imparted to us." 
Thus saith the ,Lord, 1- have healed these waters." It Professor Godet says, "The work of Jesus in the world 
was the new element cast into the spring which wrought is two-fold: it is a work accomplished for us, destined 
the miracle. It is through the coming into Egypt of the to effect reconciliation between God and man; it ~s work 
River Nile that what would otherwise be a desert is in us with the object of effecting our sanctification. By 
turned into a 'fruitful field. If a building were filled the one, a right relation is established between God and 
with darkness, shopting and struggling would not dispel. us; ;by the other, is the fruit of the re-established order. 
the gloom. ,But if God's sunlight is allowed to enter, By the former, the condemned sinner is recei'ved into 
t,he darkness will flee. If a room is filled with fetid atmos-, the state of grace; ,by the latter, the pardoned sinner is 
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associated with the life of God. How many express this 
as if when forgiveness,. with the peace which it pro
cures, has been obtained, all is finished, and the work 
of salvation complete! They seem to have no suspicion 
that salvation consists in the health of the soul, and that 
!he health of the soul consists in holiness. Forgiveness 
IS' not the re-establishment of health, it is but the crisis 
of convalescence." If God thinks fit to declare 'a sinner 
righ~eo~s .o~ the ground of the perfect righteousness of' 
Chnst, It IS m order that He may impart to that soul His' 
own pure life, and thus restore him to holiness. It is 
as Christ comes into the soul, by the Spirit, that the 
great. work of sanctification is wrought. This is the 
grand mystery of God and of godliness. It was a secret 
locked up in the ~n.ind of God from everlasting, but is 
now a secret no longer. It is an open secret ana a blessed 
one indeed. What could expel Diaboltts f;om the Town 
of Man's Soul but the coming of Prince Immanuel? 
When He enters and rides in triumph up to His royal 
Throne in Man's Soul; the enemy has to flee. 

There is a legend of a man who had a garden full of. 
weeds. His own efforts to get rid of them were all in 
vain. But at . last he heard 9f a plant that would irradi
cate weeds. So he bought the seeds and sowed them 
broadcast in his garden, and went a~ay for some time. 
When he returned, .he opened his garden gate, and saw' 
no weeds :but.a lovely flowering plant filling the garden, 
.~nd sheddmg ItS fragrance everywhere. It is the coming 
m .of the new life of Christ in fulness that expels the old 
eVIl. VV' e ~annot exterminate the weeds in the soul by 
any efforts of ours. But if Christ, the "Plant of Re
nown", be all,owed to enter there, His presence will kill 
the weeds; and in due time cover the life all over with 
~is grace! It w.as the coming of the Divine Presence 
mto the bu~h which. Moses saw that made it grow with 
heavenly flame. It IS the planting of the fountain in the 
heart. that changes the ?~sert into a blossoming garden. 

ThiS should 'be good tIdmgs to such as have striven and 
st~uggled against their weaknesses, and struggle all in 
vam. They"perhaps are tempted to give up altogether, 
an~ to say, I am too bad, too wicked, ever to succeed. 
It IS of no use for me to try any more." To such we 
w~uld ,s.ay, "Do not try any more, for you are sure to 
~a.11 agam, as you have always done. Rather, fling open 
Wide all your weakness, and the Lord will come in with 
H~s strength. Fling open wide all your defilement to 
Him, and He will :nter with His purity and beauty." 

When we walk mto the country on a beautiful day 
and survey the landscape lit up by the beams of the sum~ 
m~r sun, our eye detects a beautiful variety of colours 
lYlI:g upon the scene. There is the. yellow of the golden 
gram, . the green of the pasture lal.'ld, t~e dark brown of 
the. thlck!y planted woods, the .silver gleam of the stream' 

. which wmds through them, the faint blue of the distant 
hills seen in their perspective, and the more intense blue 
of the sky. But none of these colours res.ide in the land
scape: they are not the natural properties of the obj ects 
t~emselves: all the colours are wrapped up in the sun
lIght, and. apart- from .the sunlig~t no object has any 
colo~r of ItS own. It .IS the .floodmg of the scene with 
~u?lI~ht that: s.heds the beauties over the landscape. So 
It IS m the spIrItual realm: Christ is the Sun of Righteous
ness in Whom dwells all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily, and .the fair' colour of every grace and Christian 
virtue. The Christian has no grace, or spiritual beauty, 

apart from Christ. It is when our Lord cqmes in His 
radiant beauty that gloom is dispelled, and the life takes 
on a heavenly grace. Sq let us see that all we need is in 
Christ. And it is His entry into the Ii fe that changes 
things, and transfigures all. Yes; darkness/,.and evil, a.nd 
all unholy things, are removed only by the expulSive 
power of a ne~ affection" ! 

"Come in. 0 come! the door stands open now; 
I knew Thy voice; ·Lord. Jesus, it was Th~u; 
The sun ha,s set long since; the storms begm; 
'Tis time for Thee, my Saviour, 0 come in! 

"I seek no more to alter things or mend, 
Before the 'coming of so great a Friend; 
All were at best unseemly; and 'twere ill 
Beyond all else to keep Thee waiting still. 

"Come not to find. but make this troubled heart 
A dwelling worthy of Thee as Thou art; 
To chase the gloom, the terror, and the sin; 
Come, all Thyself, yea come Lord Jesus, in!" 

"GRAY·HAIRS ARE HERE AND TliERE UPON 
HIM, YET HE KNOWETH NOT." 

Thus the Prop-het Hosea describes· the signs of d~cay 
in Israel. It is the picture of a man who glorie~ in 
his strength and youthfulness; notwithstanding, gray 
hairs ar·e here and there upon him-and these proclaim 
the fa·ct that he is growing old. . 

The repent meeting of the Baptist Convention of 
Qntario and Quebec in Hamilton, ought to have been 
as merry as a Hallowe'en party. For two or three 
years the Convention officials in general, and Mc
M.aster University in parti·cular, have been boasting 
of their pr0spe-rity. They have labour·ed to -justify 
their course in· defending Marshallism, even to the 
point of losing well on to a hundred churches 'from 
·the fellowship of the Convention and the support· of 
its enterprises. 

This vear the new McMaster has opened at Hamil
ton, and the Convention was held in that city with a 
view to affording an opportunity to celebrate their 
viCtory over those who stand by. the Bible as the 
word of G0d. But whatever a man, or a Convention, 
soweth, that shall he or it also reap. From all ac
counts, the Convention was about as cheerful as the 
average funeral procession. We have not space to 
review all the reports, but they are full 0f instruction. 

In the report of the Executive Committee we find 
these' words: 

"Letters were sent to the Churches that have 
ceased ·to co-operate with the Associations and 
Convention, seeking to learn if they desired to 
renew fellowship with the Convention. A report 
will be 'given by the . Committee on Procedure" 
The reason for these' letters, of course, was that 

until the Convention, by motion, names any particu
lar chur<:h as being "out of harmony" with its pro
gramme, any Regular Baptist Church in Ontari') and 
Quebec is stiH legally entitled to send delegates. We 
suppose the Executive Committee would b·e reluctant 
·to have such a slaughter of the innocents as the ex
clusion of more than seventy churches at one time? 

o 
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with a 'possible membership of seven or eight ~hou- aoce of $7,228.79. From the churches the Board re
sand, w'Juld involve., Hence they wrote the churches ceived last year $43,157, as against $46,348 br .the pre
hoping to receive replies which would obviate the ceding year-:-a decrease of $3,211. There' was also . 
necessity of setting up the gallows. We hope the' a decr,ease from Sunday Schools of $465. The report 
churches did not waste a postage stamp in replying; ,calls' ruttention to" the fad that they had received 
but whether or n9t, as we vi·ew the matter, it is nDt legacies to' the amDunt of $14,664, Df which $9,078 had 
pDssible for' the old C'JnventiDn to disqualify any, been expended. An examination of the Treasurer's 
church frDm sending delegates except' by speciaUy statement shDws that, the real deficit in Home. Mission 
naming such church in a resDlutiDn adDpted by the fU?I,ds 'was $23,742.00. 

'bDdy. We strongly recDmmend Dur churches ,nDt to' 
reply to' ~u~h c'Jmmunications 'Df enquiry Foreign Missions Deficit. ' 

, The FDreilg.n MissiDn Board fared n'O better. A 
An Ordination Committee. y·ear Dr'so agO', a speci,al amDunt of two or three hun-

An Ordinatio'n Commit~ee, we' und~rstand, is alsO' dred thDusand doHa'rs was rai,sed by the Foreign 'Mis
to be appdinted, Dr perhaps has been appointed. Of 'sion B'Jard for a Forward Movement. 'This year, $45,
course, a Convention Grdination Committee is anti- 000.00 was transferred from the Forward Movement 
Baptis't in principle. The historic Baptist pr.inciple to cover the deficit in Foreign Mission re'ceipts. The 
is 'that each individual 'chur,ch is sovereign. It may total amount of receipts for the Foreilgn MissiDn Board 
call a co~ncil representative of other churches, but was $253,757.45, of which $45,OOO.00--'Jr nearly 
when such a council is 'called, before it can exercise eighteen per cent. Df the total was borrowed money. 
i~s duty,. it must b.e 'a.ccepted by the church; the prin- 'Ve do not know how much of the Forward Move
clple be111g that It IS the church riot the cDuncil ment has been used to pay deficits, but the repDrt 
which ordains. But' the old CDn~ention-"oJ.d", i~ 'S'hDWS that last year the transfer w·as $8,000.00. ,But 
deed, to the point of having gray hair-is now to' have it boks, as though the FDrwa;rd Movement Fti,nd was 
an Grdinati?~ ComI?ittee,-:-,probably most~y composed, a 'device ·tD pr~'Vent a backward movement; for an
Df Conventl'Jn officla:ls, thIs CommIttee will pres.tribe <;>thet:' four or: five years like the last one would con-' 
books for ~andidat~s ;Ix! read;' and determine whether, sume, the whole amDunt withDut gDing a step forward. 

,Dr' nO,t a 'ina,n shall be ordained. But when people The man \vho is chiefly responsible f?r managing the 
,thrDw away' the ,Bi'ble, ,it does not make much differ- Foreign' Mission work, we suppDse, is' 'Rev. H. E. Still-
ence what else' they do. .... wen, General ,Secretary; and next to' him, Dr. J'Ohn 

, MacN eill, Chairman of the Board. They hOith espoused 
Committee on, Pentecost Anniversary. and defended M,arshallism. They ~ have bDth com-

The CDmmittee on the Nineteen Hundredth Anni- mitted themselves irrevo'cably to the defense of Mod
versary Df Pentecost-we prDtest we are not irreverenternism. It is oot much wonder that believing people 
when, we, say s.o-is as funny as a paragraph from should refuse to give money to' an organization under 

. Punch. If there IS one name among them whose minis- their contra-I, or that the ,report should S'hDW that the 
try has ever been marked by any approach to, Pente- am'Junt of money expended in ex;cess of r.egul!ar re
costal p'Jwer, we ,cannot disc'Over, it; unless it be that ceipts was $47,610.00 This ilncludes, according to' the 
of D·r. J. D. Simons, whom we do not know. ,hooks, $40,200.00 from the "Keeping Faith Fund". 

An End to all Discussion. 

Last ye'ar w~ called attention to one item in the 
s~ggested by-l~ws, namely, the paragrrup'h dealing 
WIth the CommIttee on Res'Jlutions. We do not know 
how many of the brethren have the wit to see' what 
is involved in this; but it is desilgned to make discus
sion in this so-caHed Baptist assembly an . absolute 
imposs~bility. ' 

, Budget. Deficit. ' 

The Buoget .. Committee 'reports that it had appor
t!'Jned $179,600 to the churches, and that the contribu
tlOns fell $31,258 short of the apportiDnment. 

Home Mission Deficit. 
The 'Home Mission Board reports th~t the average 

nu.mJ;>'er of baptisms f'Or the past ten years on H'Jme 
MlsslOn fields wa~ 629 per yea'r. The baptisms last 
year numbered 444, a decrease of about 30 per cent. be
low the average for ten years. ,Home Mission finances 
aIso show a substan~ial decline. The report say~: . 

"We regret ,to stat~ that; nDt only the H'Jme 
Mission, but all our Boards have suffered some
what im. their regular receiPts.'" 
Th~ Home Mission Board reports an adverse bal-

T~ey would never have ne,eded to b6rrow $40,000.00 
frDm their "Keeping Faith F:und" if they had not first 
of all denied the faith. The Drigin Df the "keeping faith" 
idea was that they muslt keep faith with the pioneer 
missionaries, Dn the pri,nciple of M'cCrea's p'Oem, "Gn 
Flan.ders Fields". An'd they will .p~Dhably have to 
cDnt111ue to bDrrO\'V money fr'Jm the "Keeping Faith" 
Fund SO' long as they maintain a university, which 
busies itseJIf in destrqying the faith ,of the SltU'dents 
whO' attenp it. As we understand it, the "Keeping 
Faith" Fund and the Forward Movement Fund are 
one and the same thing.' 

The Board of Religious Education. 
. The repDrt of the' Boar,d of, Reli'gious Education is 

httle mDre than the report Df the raising of mDney, 
and the paying Df salaries. The Jarvis Street Sundav 
School is the largest BaRtist Sunday School in the 
Dominion, and the only. (hi.ng it ever lea'rned from 
the BDard of Religious Education was how not to' 
d'J it. But 'if the' Baptists of the oM Conv'ention are 
willing itO' pay salaries and achieve nothing, they will 
boa ve ,to' dO' so. ' • 

According to the report, the number of Sunday 
Schools is redu-ced this year from fQUr hundred and 
eighty-one to four hundred and seven. The average 
attendance has been reduced fr'Jm'thirty-eight thqu-
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sand, nine hundred and fifty-seven, to twenty-nine 
!thousand, ,three hundred and ninetY-11ine. The total 
enrolment has been reduced from sixty-six thousand, 
f.our hundred and seventy last year, to ·fifty-dght thou
sand, six hundred and ninety-six. The· number of 
scholars baptized has fallen from fifteen hundred and 
fifty-nine, to one thousand and six,ty-eight. The num
ber of sch'J,lars members of ,the ·church has declined 
from twelve thousand, four hundred and forty-three·, 
to ten thousand, one hundr·ed· and fifty-five. The 
amount of money paid for Sch'Jol expenses has 
dropped from $73,008.00 to $63,616.60 .. The amount 
of. money given Ito missions has declined from $30,835,. 
to' $27,977. . 

The income' of the Board of Religious Education 
for the year declined from $7,729.55, to $6,065.92. 

The Radio Now Blamed. 
One of the complaints made at the Convention in Ham

ilton, and which was given wide publicity in the press, 
was that the radio was keeping people a'!Vay from church. 
It surely cannot be .that· any reference to the Jarvis Street 
broadcast was intended! It cannot be possible that the 
Jarvis Street service is depleting the attendance at old 
Convention churches! It may be so, b~cause we are happy 
to have not a few old Convention church members present 
in our services from time to time, and some of the mem
bers of old Convention ch}1rches are actually helping to 
support the J arvis S~reet broadcast service. 

McMaster University Report. 
The·report ·of McMaster University is a most inter

esting' one. Under the head' of enrolment the report 
saY'S that the to,tal number ·of studentS' last year was 
417; this year on October 13th, 463,.a tQ.tal increas'e 
of '46, not.withstandin:g all the promises that were made 
in behalf of the Hamilton situation. Last year the 
numb'er enrolled in the Faculty of· Theology was 56: 
fhis 'year, only 36. The 56 o.f last year included 13 in 
the Missiona'ry Oourse, and 19 in the English Course; 
and only 24 in the B.Th. Course. At all events, in 
all course's in Theology this year they have 36, as 
against an enrolment of 91 students in Tor,onto Baptist 
Seminary. 

. In reporting the resignation of Professor Marshall 
fhe McMaster report says respecting his call to Vic
t'oria Road Baptist Church, Leic-es'ter, England: 

"Commit,tees waited upon him with a view to . 
securing his permanent connection with McMas
ter. He was repeatedly assured of the confidence 
reposed in him by 'every member of the Senate 
and Boa·rd and suggestions of promotion were 
definitely made to him. Howev'er, after long and 
anxi·ous consideration. his decision was that he 
was in honor hound to give Victoria Road his s'er
vice. o.n the ev·ening of Convocation, the Chan
cellor made a statement which was in part as .£01-
l,ows: 'Our satisfaotion in th'e filling of vacancies 
with carefully selected' men and womeri and by 
the creating and filling of new positions is much 
marred by reasonpf one resignation-that of Pro
fessor L. H. Marshall. His presence here at 
McMaster . 'and in Canalda dU'ring the past five 

. years has meant much :to us as an institu1tion and 
as a people. His sound! scholarship, unquestioned 
teaching ability, inspiring platform gHts and 

withal .the balance and reverence of his Christian 
manhood, have. combined to make him the
esteemed pr.ofessor, respected colleague and influ
ential interpreter of truth that he has proved to 
be. We wish he might have been p~rsuaded to 
continue among u.s. Failing in this, the Senate 
and Board have pass~d suitabl·e re:solutions of sin
cere appreciation and gratitude.''' 

An Amazing· Statement .. 

It is amazing to find such a s.tatement as thiS' in a 
report issued by a supposedly Christian institution. 
The Chancellor cannot be ignorant of the 'fa~t fha;t Pro
f.essor Marshall was ad'vised to return to England .. 
He and the Senate and Board know, and we challenge 
them-to prove to the contrary, ,that Professor Marshall 
was made ,to und'ersrt:and that his presence in Canada 
was no longer welcome. Pt.ofessor Marshall returned 
to England 'not because he wan ted to go, b~,t because 
he knew he ,was not wantoo. But the utter untruth
fulness of this statement in the report of the Senate 
and Board of Governors of McMaster University is 
characteristic of fhe whole i.nstitution. They parted 
company with truth and honour long ago, as the 
denominational controversy ,proved beyond all per
adventure. 

The fact is, McMaster University has ceased to be, in 
any true sense, a Baptist institution; and in the- evangeli
cal· sense, apart from its theologica~ department, it has 
ceased even to be Christian. Theologically, it is rapidly· 
sluffing off whatever was left of evangelicalism; ~nd with 
Rev. Roy Benson, and Professor Parsons of Rochester, 

. on the staff, we may expect it to reach the bottom of the 
toboggan slide toward Modernism with record speed. 

Professor Parsons. 
Nothing has been said of the coming of Professor Par

sons from Rochester Seminary .to McMaster, but .it is 
well to remember what was said by the late Dr. Augustus 
H. Strong, recognized the world over as one of the great
est, if not the greatest, of American theologians. Speak-

. ing of Professor Geo. Cross~ election to the Rochester 
Theological Seminary, Dr. Strong wrote: 

"1 regard that election as the greatest calamity that 
has come to the seminary. It was the entrance of a.p. 
agnostic, skeptical, and apti-Christian element into its 
teaching, the results of which will be only. evil. The 
election of Dr. Cross was followed by that of Pro
fessors Robins, Parsons and Nixon, who sympathized 
with these views. These men, with Professor Moehl
mann soon gave evidence in their utterances that a 
veritable revolution had taken place in the attitude of 
the seminary towards· the fundamentals of the Chris-
tian faith." . 

THE EDITOR GOES SOUTH. 
The 'Editor wm assist Dr. c .. P. Stealey. PaSlto·r, of Hudson 

Ave. ChU'rc-h, Oklahoma City, in a series of meetings begin
ning W~dnesday, Nov. 12th, and continuing until the 26th 
or 27th, leaving time enough to get back to T'cYronto for 
Sunday, Novemlber 30th. In his absence ·the Jarvis Street 
Pulpit will be occupied Illy Dr. T. I. Stockley, Novem:ber 16th, 

. ·and by Dr. A. J. Johnston, Pastor of Temple Baptist Church . 
Detr.oit, N o'Vem'i>er 23rd. The evening service wtll :be 'broad
cast as u,sual each Sunday, and' we' can promise our radio 
hearers a great treat :On hoth 'Occasions. 
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~be J arblfi iPtreet ~~~pit 
-MUST WE CHOOSE BETWEEN THE BLOOD OF THE CROSS AND THE REDNESS OF 

- COMMUNISM? 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T; T. Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, .Cana:da, Sunday E.vening, 
Broadcast from Station CK:GW, 690 k.c., 484-8 metres. 

'November 2nd, 1930. 

- . (StenographIcally Reported.) 

"And you, that were sometimes alienated and enemies ,in yoUJr mind by wJcked works, yet now 
hath ohe reconciled in the -body ·of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unlblamea'ble and 
unreproveable in his sigh.t."-<Coloss-ians 1 :21, 22. 

Prayer Befot:e. the Sermon. . 
. 0 Lord, as we come to the study of Thy Word, to hear 

W!hat God the Lord sohall .say unto us, we acknowledge cur 
dependence upon the illuminating ministry of. the Holy 
GhoSlt. We rej·oice in Thy Word. We believe this Book to 
he the very word .of God, .that those who wrote it, Wl'ote it 
by the inslpiration of the Holy Ghost. Thoerefure, 0 Lord', 
It is ~ word. Thoou kn'owest the _ meaning of it. Thou 
art able to lead us into its hidden depths. Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear h!ml"d, neither have entered into the heart of 
-man, the thiings which God hath prepared for them ,that love' 
Him. Knowledge of these ,things, and acquaintance with 
the spiritual realm, cannot ibe received through ordinary , 
channels; not ·th;rough the senses do we perceive these 

'. truths., -but Thou dost reveal them unto us by Thy Spirit: 
for ,the Spirit searchethalI t'hings, yea, the deep .things of 
God .. 

We ·have no power ·to convince a 'sinner -of the error of 
his ways\ for ·the reas-on that we have 'no power to quicken 
deadJ souls. We acknowledge, 0 Lord, that it is. entirely 
beyond ·our .aJbilit.y to lead anybody to Christ. No man ~al!
come' to Him except -the Fat!her draw ·him. So we ipray this 
evening for this divine energy, for the quick'ening pO'Wer .of 
the Holy 'Ghost in this .s.ervic.e. We pray that Thou wilt 
enlighten ·the understandings· of ·those whoose minds have 
been ibloinded 1;>y the god ·of thi-s· w-orld lest ~he Hght of the 
glorious gospel -of Dhrist should shine unto thoem. Lift the 
blind's, we pray Thee. Didst Thou not c6mhiand ·the light 

\ to s'hine out of darknes,s? And canst Thoou not, 0 Spirit 
of God, shine in' our hearts to give the light of the know
ledge of .the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ? Some 
into the darkness of some natural 'mind -this evening, 0 
creative Sp'irit, 'and say, Let there be light-and there shall 
be light. 

Nor ;have we, ,0 Lord, power ·to lead .th.ose who have al
ready ,been quick.e·ned, for we are as dependJen·t upon the 
Spiri~ of 'God foor 'our -continuance in ·the divine life as for 
our intr·oduction to it. We !bless Thee, 0 SaV'i·our of men, 
that Thou art .the ·Alpha. and the Omega, Thou art the 
Beginning and ·the End, the Alp!haJbet and the LiteratUire of 
faith. Tbou art before all things, and in Thee aU things 
consist. May .the Holy 'Ghost exercis·e Hi'S power this even
ing, quickening the dead', Iibera.ting the captive, opening 
the ,prisons to ·them ,that are 'hound, proclaiming t!he' accept
able year of the Lord. ,Make this an hour -of salvation to 
the glory of Thy' great name, ·thl"ough Jesus Christ. our 
Lord, Amen. 

It is .. extremely important, when we endeav.our t~ 
estimate religious conditions, that we should bring 
the events of the present into the light oOf history, 
thatt we should not lose our perspective. There never 
has been a day in the world's history when it was 
not possible to find some spot of earth where iniquity 
seemed toO abound more than ever ·before." I hav'e 
no apology whatever tq offer for present-day coOndi
tions, but I cannot hel.p wishing sometimes that some 
oOf my brethren who seem to be so 'perfectly sure _ oOf 
what is now taking place, in its relation to the divine' 

scheme of things-I cannot help wishing that some 
of them would read history. 

Many' .Slpeak of Mussolini with bated breath, and 
ask whether he is the Antichrist. Bu~, 'great man 
as he is, he would scarcely make the l'ittle finger 
of s'ome men who have lived" in times gone by. He 
is scarcelY,big enough to f.ill ·out the· picture of Anti
christ, nor am I able to discernl in him a disposition 
to develop into an uniquely antichristian attitude. I 
have wondered sometimes what my brethren in the 
ministr.y would dl() for a sU'bject if Mussolini shOitld 
suddenly be called away from this scene oOf actioOn-
as he may be. It is a good deal safer to deal with 
basic principles, to study the warp and woof oOf life, 
to find out how things are ma·de. 

For example, it is very easy to become alarmed 
at the prevailing unrest in the poli,tical world. There 
is Bolshevism ·enough, I grant you. It has found its 
fullest expression in Russia, where it has substituted 
a collective despo'tism f.or an individual autocratic 
form of goOvernment. I a'm well aware also that 
there are tendencies obser-vable ev-erywhere that at 
least challenge thought, and are somewhat disturb
ing, and difficult of explanation. There is a general 
objection, theoretical or practical, to a:N objectiv·e 
authority. . 

One may 'study its political expression in Russia, 
and in China in part, and in the rapid acceptance of 

. the prjnciples of Communis~ everywhere, a'nd ask 

. whether we are approaching the .. consummation of 
things? I do not despise prophesying, but I ,am in
clined to think ,that scarcely any man cal"!- be quite so 
wise in respect ·1:0 his knowledge of the 'future 
as some people pr.ofess to be. There is much safer 
ground than that supplied by such ingenious inter
pretation. The Lord is coming. He is, coming per- . 
'sonally: He is. coming visibly. He will come aud
ibly. And when He comes "the kingdoms ·of this 
world shaH become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Christ." We believ-e in this place, and rejoice in, 
"the blessed hope",--.-j;mt I have ·other work than .to 
attempt to forecast the 'details of the future. 

The anti-objec.tive-control disposition shows itself 
in other places than 'in the poHtical realm. You will 
find it expressing itself educationally. All the canons 
are thr')wn aside. Nobody knew anything until this 
generation came to town! We 'are competent to 
teach our foOrebears and everybody els~.' We ought 
to be wiser than they because we have the advantage 
of their experience. . 
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The same principle is expressed i,n society gen
eraHy, but particularly in the domestic sphere. There 
is a breaking down of authority wherever we look. 

, We . find history repea'ting itself, and' conditions 
somewhat akin to that which obtained in Israel, 
when it was said, "There was rio king in Israel, but 
,every man did that which was right in his own eyes." 

This is particularly true in the religioOus world, for 
there is a settled' and aggressive opposition to the 
assu'mption that 'there is any objective authol'lity in 
religion. The ,old Book is to be discarded. We may 
pick and choose from among its precepts; that which 
commends itself to ou.r reason w,e may accept, and. 
that which is unpalatable we may with impunity re
ject.' Every man is to be a law unto himself. We ar~ to 
be guided by o~r own conceptions of what is right. 

1. 
Of cours'e, thai\: is n.o 'new thing under the sun. 

Whatever aspect of this principle you conside'r, .it is 
just as old, as human sin. Do you know who the first 
Bolshevist was'? where Bolshevism pegan? It began 
in the Garden of Eden-and it has continued eveT 
s,ince. "The ca'rnal mind i's :enmity agains't God: for 
it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be." The "old man" in everyone of us is an anarchist. 
He would have no law at all. The only thing to do 
with the "old man" is to hang him, hang him on a 
tree. Let him De put to death; let him be crucified 
and, let u.s cultivate "the new man, which after God 
is created ~n righteousness' and true holiness"-

'''You,'' says our text" "that were sometim~s alienated 
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now 
hath he reconciled." The fact is, we were aFI, by 
nature, anarchists, Bolshevists, men who objected to 

. anybo~y's ruling \lS, because we wanted to rule our-
selves. \ 

I knew a little boy in a house where I was board
ing some years agoO, who was a fine example of this 
principle. I was pasSJing through the dining-room 
one day, and heard his motheT attempting to correct 
him. He was on~y about four .or five years of age, 
but he clenched' his fist, stamped his foot, and said, 
"See here', rna, I don't have to do ,on~y just what 
folks ,don't tell me I haven't ,got to do." If, you can 
unravel that aggregation of negatives, you will find 
a perfect ,expression of the carnal mind which is op
posed tq the law of God however it may be expressed. 

"Enemies in your minds by wicked works.". I am' 
not interested, personally, in many of the Utopian 
schemes for social betterment. I would uplift society . 

. if I couId, I would' improve men in the mass if tha,t 
were possibl'e. In Moses' day the Israelites were 
having rather a hard time in Egypt making bl"ick; 
when Moses began his work, they were compelled to 
make bricks without straw. But' s'omeof our social 
betterment theorists are going a little farther than 
that, an'd proposing to make a house without hricks! 
How can you have an ideal society unless you have 
regenerated individuals of which -to build it? You 
can never bring in the kingdom of God by educa.tion, 
or by legislative processes. A prominent educator, 
on a recent occasion here, said that the only hope of 
the world was in education. But there is no hope in 
that direction: y,ou cannot educate. an evil heart to 
become pure. 

, . 

Do not blame the Communists too ~uch; nor de
nounce the "reds" in Russia or elsewhere, indiscrim-' 
inately .. You are' a "red" yourself if, you are not con
verted. You have the germ of all anarchy in that 
unregenerate heart of yours. Your self-will and 
determination to have your own way are but an ex
pression of this principle,-and the r'esuIt is just such 
a result as obtains in Russia. The people there, 
thinki~g to throw off the shackles of Czarism, have 
subjected themselves to perhaps the worst tyranny 
the world has ever known. . The men who boast most 
loudly of their freedom, and who, in religion and edu
cation, know no law of any kind, are the victims of 
their own theory, and are led captive by the'devil at 
his will. ' . 

What is the hope for it all? How may we better these' 
conditions ? On~y through the gospel of the grac~ of God. 

II .. ' 
We spent so much time singing this evening that I shall 

not have time fully to expound the principle I wished to 
~iscuss with you, but I call your attention to TWO ASPECTS 
OF THE DEATH OF CHRIST. This text tells us that those 
who were alienated ~and enemies in their minds by wiCked 
works He hath now ,reconciled in the body of, His flesh 
through death. 

The death of Christ, first of all, provided a propitiary 
sacrifice to God. 'When Jesus Christ died, He did some
thing for us in respect to God. There is a Godward as
pect to the Atonement. What did He do?' It was not 
an offering to an angry God-and I m~st be careful here, 
because His death was an offering to 'God; and "God is 
angry with the wicked every day." But the conception 
that some people entertain of, the old theology is not true . 
There is a certain preacher in this city who occasionally 
has a fling at orthodoxy-but I fear he does not know, 
and never did know, what orthodoxy means. His knowl
edge of orthodoxy has been derived from a study of its 
caricatures. I have heard him say that orthodox men 
take this position and that-and no orthodox llilan I have 
ever known or read about ever dreamed of taking 'such a 
position. 

Weare not to think of God as a desppt, who is arbi
trary, and without just cause angry because His will has 
been opposed. He is not like a petulent parent who is 
'always saying, "Don't" to his children. The death of 
Christ, in respect to its ministry Godward, was infinitely 
more than merely an offering to someone who wanted to 
have vengeance on his enemies: it was not for that Jesus 
Christ died. ' 

Then, once more, we must not think of the death of 
Christ as a sacrificial offering to a soulless, inexorable} 
law. There is a governmental aspect to the Atonement, 
beyond all peradventure. It was nece,ssary that God 
should be just while justifying him that 'believeth on Jesus, 
and Jesus Christ died to magnify the law and to make it 
honourable, to balance the books, to qlaintain the honour 
of the divine government. But we are not to think of the 
law of God as a mere moral abstraction,. as something that 
is written in a book, and that has to be balanced like the 
books in a bank. It is written in a book. The la~ of 
God is a reality, whether you view it' as given on Sinai, or 
as written into the moral constitution of the universe. We 
cannot ignore the law, of God, hence there is a govern-



(. 

November 6, 1930 THE GQ.~PEL WITNESS (383) 7 

mental· aspect' to the atonement. Jesus Christ died to 
make it possible for us to escape the consequences of our 
own sin. 

But our difficulty is here: to construe God in' terms 
of our .human understaI).ding. I wouM bid you be
ware of the plausible reasonit:Ig of men. For instance, 
here is a verse from Whittier: 

'·'1 may not climlb where cherubim 
And seraphs cannot see, , 

the idiom of his own language. And. when he had 
spent aH, and began to be in want, and no man gave 
unto him, he could n'ot find within the bounds of the 
far c'Ju1').try anyl1:hing analogous to his father's grace: 
"No man gave unto him." Nobody "gav,e" anything. 
They .bought, they sold, and ,they got gain. They took 
all they eould: they gave nothing. When he cam~ 
back to his father, he came ba-ck .. with th~ idiom of t,he 
language of the far country in his mind.1 He said, "I 
know what I will do'. I wil!1 Iget a' jo1,l when I get 
home. How many hired servants of my father's have But nothing can .be goodj,n Hitn 

Which evil is in me." . 'bread enough and to spare!" There·for·e he came say-
But 'that is not true. 'I '~now that as a father ing, "I am no mor,e worthy to be called thy son: make 
pitieth his children, s9 the Lord pitieth them that f.ear me as one pf thy hired servants. Let me earn my' 
Him .. I know that the Bible abounds with anthro- bread" . . 
pomorphisms, where God l"epl"esents .Himself by a That is how we all talk when we come· back to God. 
huma,n figure, becaus·e He condescends to our human Oh my brethren, we shall never be abJ.e to exp1ain the 
understanding. But when you have multi.plied all atonemel].t, because it is uni.que: although, (and for 
your figures, God is grea.ter than all. God i,s some- this let God be prais·ed!) we cannot explain it we can 
thinlg more than law, :~nd more, as a Person, than any C;!xp~rience and understand it. There~ never was any
human relationship can delfine. He is a Person to be thing like it. You can find no analogy anywhere which 
obeyed. His is a law that must be honour.ed; but will adequately represent it. It is the sacred secret 
you can find .no complete analogy in a,ny phase of 'Y"hich on'ly God the Holy Ghost can make a poor 
human experience, save a's we are brought into the sinner understand. 
realmof grace and are made to understand by the We ne.ed law, do we not? What time. of day is it? 
illumination of the Divine Spidt. 1 Well, this ,broadcast stops 'at .nine o'clock. What is 
"The sun, the moon, the stars, the's'eas, the hills and, "nine o'clock"? Nine o''Clock by your watch? by mine? 

the plains- Whose wat~h? Where do ~e get our time? You 
Are riot these, 0 Soul, the Vision of Him who reigns? have hea'rd of the American .visitor standing outside 

Greenw.ich Observatory, waiting to see the big ball 
"Is not the Vision He? tho' He be not that whi·ch He drop at noon? He had a watch in his hand of which 

seems? . ' . he was very proud, and he was heard to say, "If ~t 
Dreams are true while ,they last, and do we not live . does not soon drop it will be -late"! 

in dreams? W~ere ·do men get the time? \Vhere do they get 
"Earth, these solid stars, this weight of body and limb, the .tlme·at sea? They 'get it from the su~. I do not 
Are they not pign and symbol of thy division from understand how it is done, but there is a fixed centre 

Him? in nature by which it is possible for men to tell the 
"Dark is the world to thee: thyself art the reason time. If nature should turn Bolshevist, what should 

why; we do? Nobody would know what time .the sun would 
For. is He not all but tha.t· whi'ch has power to f.eel get 'up in the morning, nor what time. it would go 

'I am I'? down at ni·ght. You couId not run the trains-or 
"Glory about the'e, without thee; and thou fulfiHest a1nything else-if nature were not true· to the second 

thy doom '. of ,time. I read of a compa1l1y of astronorners O'ath-
Making' Him broken gleam's, and a stifled splendour er·ed in Spain some years ago to observe an eclipse 

and gloom. • . of the sun, and the shadow appeared ov'er the sun at 
the time predicted to the fraction of a second. One 

"Speak to Him thou for He hears, and Spirit with f h Spirit can meet- . 0" tecompany said -that it was possible to .predict 
a hund1"ed years in advance !the exact second at which 

Closer is He than breathing, and nearer than hands 3!n. ecli.pse would appear. You say, "That is. sCience." 
. and feet. . , Is it? Is it? Can you read your d·ock a hundred 

"God. is law, say the wise; 0 Soul, and let us rejoice, years in advance? If you ·-can, it is the only clock 
For If He thunder by law the thunder is yet His voice. that was ever made of w.hich that is tme. 
"La~ is God,' say some: no God at aliI, says the fool-; Who made the clock in the .sky? Who wound it 
For all we have power to see.is a s·traight staff bent up? Who keeps it rtinning? W,ho and where is the 

in. a pool; central law-giver? What is the secret of. it all? 
"And the ear of man cannot hear, and 'the eye of man We our·selves would :be ready for the undertaker 

cannot ~·ee; . if it were not for law, because we abuse thes·e bodies 
But if we could see and hear, this Vision-were it of ours. We eat things that are not good for us. If 

not He?" .' .we were not su'bject to a system that has marvellous 
. . recuperat~v·e .powe·rs, and if that l'aw did not operate 

We are like .. ·the prodi:gal when we ·try· to under- we should soon commit suicide. ' 
stand these thmgs. He ha~ been' so long in the far I need not elruborate that point, S'ave to s·ay that all 
country that he had forgotten how to think in te;l"ms of th!at scientists can ever do, whether they peer at the 
'his father's speech. He was like'a man who had been he3;vens through the 'teles~op~, .or malgnify the infini
so long .away from home ,that he had forgotten even teslmal to the range of thel,r V1Slon through the micro-

'. 
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~cope,~al1 that science can ever do is to observe how 
God works, how nature's laws opera,.te-which is the 
same thing. 

We need some kind of law in society, do we not? 
Why qmnot we build a building of any sort doWiIl 
her·e in the heart of the city? \Ve need a great many 
build.ings, but we have not money enough to put them 
up Someone says, "Why cannot 'we build temporary 
buildings ou·t here at the baC!k, buiIdings of our own 
designing?" The law says, Q'There are many ,people 
who live arou!l1d here, and you rhtUst<;onsider them." 
1£ you are willing to be a Rdbinson Crusoe, you may 
do as .you please; but if you are ,going to rel'ate your
selves to others, you must be subject to law. ' 

Why do we have st'lP lights at OUT street corners? 
Why, when you come to the corner of Gerrard and 
Jarvis Streets, do you have to stop? Wha t right has 
a:nybody to say to you that you must stop? Why talk 
nonsense! You know, very well that motor-cars can
not pass on the s'ame side of the street, and that .. we 
must have some regulations. Of course we must! 
We must have law. 

But how imperfect the whole 'business is! What 
do we try to do? Here is a law in a book, and we try 
t6 mak·e it personal.' There it is in the b00k. It wiII 
not enforce itself. Hence, we mu'st have judges and 
courts, so .that human intelligence may apply it. But 
the ideal thing would be to combine the legislator. 
and the judge, if you co'u'ld fi'nd a perfect man, who 
perfectly embodied a perfect law, thus making the 
law personal, we should reach the ideal. ' 

And that is just what God is. His Iaw is a trans
cript of His own nature; and the law of God every
wher·e is what it is because God is what He. is. So, 
my dear friends, your 'Sin and mine has upset the 
order of things. 1£ God did not deal with it, there 
would be. Bolshevism everywhere. So Jesus Christ 
died to meet the requirements of God's law, and thus 
to render satisfa:ction.to the outraoged nature of Deity, 
to restore the moral equilibrium, and to save the uni
verse from destroying itself. 

Men who make light of the Atonement think .but little, 
for the application of their liberalism to the laws of the 
land would reduce us' to a lower state than Russia her
self has attained. If modern theology could be translated 
into the political realm, and if, the commu~ity and the 
state w"ere-to be -governed as some modern theologians 
would tell us God governs, there would be no government 
at all, and this earth would become'a hell of anarchy. 

Once m,ore: ha~ing met the law's requirements, the 
death of Christ effects the reconciliation of the sinner to 
God. The atonement does not reconcile God to man. It 
propitiates God: but it reconciles this poor simpl~ton, this 
poor sin-blinded sinner to God. 

But how does the death of Christ reconcile' the sinner 
, to God?' V\Then expounded to enlightened consciences by 

the Holy Ghost, .the death of Christ reveals'the true nature 
of si,t as nothing else does. Sin is the transgression of 
the law; and the law of God may be transgressed in such 
a way as chiefly to affect the individual transgressor him
self-as when he 'sins against his own body, or against 
the law Of his mind, or becomes, as did Israel of old; a 
sinner against his' own soul. 

Or a ma,n' may violate the law of ~o~ in his relation 

to other people, by infringing at some points upon the 
rights of others;, or in some "way taking that which be-
longs to another. ' . 

Or he may violate God's law by sinning against society 
in general, by doing that which is contrary to the highest 
interests of the social order, whether of the family, the 
community, or the nation. , 

But any such transgression as these may seem to pro
vide at least a modicum of justification in the fact that 
whether a man sin against himself, or another individu,al, 
or against society in general, his sin cannot appear in con
tras.t with that which is in itself blameless. I f sin be con
sidered as black when viewed in any such relations as I 
have named, it is not contrasted with anything white, .but . 
only with that which is drab and soiled, or of only a lesser 
degree of blackness. But when sin is viewed in relation \ 
to Christ, hell is set over against heaven, and the turpitude 
of the pit against the absolute holiness of the heavenly 
temple. That is to say, sin appears at the Cros,s as it is 
"when it is finished," nailing the hands of Omnipotence, 
crowning with thorns the brow of Deity, and driving its 
spear to the only Source of life and light and love. It 
was no accident tpat Christ was crucified at the place 
called Golgotha, for sin finishes its work at "the ,place 
of a skull." 

Thus in the body. of His flesh, through death, our 
Lord revealed the heinousness of sin, and the cer
tainty of its fatal issue. And when men see, by the 
iIIuminati,o:1 of the Holy Ghost, that sin is something 
'aimed at Divine Holiness, and at the Centr-e and 
Source of law and life and love, the sinner is recon
ciled to the surrender .of that which once he cherished 
as a treasure, just as a ma.n is reconci'led to the loss 
of a gangrenous limb or to the removal of a cancerous 
gr.owth from within. 

Then, too, through the body of Christ's flesh, 
through death, the si'n.1!er is reconciled to the law of God. 
To the ,naltural ",iew, the law of God is as a fence 
ar,ound the .orchard, ~ door locked against the hun
gry, a ,drawn b'iind obscuring the 'view' of. that which 
is pleasant to the eyes, and to b,e desired to make 
men wise. Hence, the carnal mind is not subject to 
the law of God; and the man hates God"s law as an 
arbitrary and' unnecessary interf.erence with his pur..: 
suit 6f pleasure., A criminal i.s disturbed hy the sight 
of 'a policeman. Though he has no knowledge of the 
officer's name or character, instinC!tively he regards 
him as his enemv: S'O do men vi'ew the law of God. 
anJd "the hea,.then· rage, and the peopl·e imagine a vai~ , 
thing ... saying, Let us' break their bands asunder, 
and cast away their cords from us." 

But the death of ChI"ist s'hows us that the law is 
holy, and the commandment holy, just, and good; 
thM the law was orda.ined unto life, not unto death; 
and is designed to promote, notour misery, but our 
highest joy. , I love to see the policemen stationed 
near our schools, doing their work when schoo'l 
comes 'out. It is lov'elv' to s-ee' the little children 
flock around the man' with helmet and blue coat, as 
he takes the hands' of two or three of them, whi1e 
the others gather around him, an~d, stopping' the traf
fic, he leads them across the street to safety. That is 
the true function of the law of God, to take us by 
the hand and bring us home: "Wherefore the law 
was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, that we 
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might be justified by faith." And when at the Cross 
the sinner sees that the law is r-epresentative, among. 
other qualities, of the truth, righteousness, justice, 

. .and faithfulness, of God, and that they are s-atisfied 
by ·a propitiatory offering, he sees that these qualities 
become bis friends, and the law his invincible guard
ian; he therefore becomes reconci'led to the law, a·nd· 
is enabled by grace 'at last to sing,-

I 

"I w.orship thee, sweet will of God, 
And all Thy ways adore; 

And .every day I live, 1 long 
To love Thee more and more." 

And especially, the sinner is reconciled to God gimself 
by the body of Christ's -flesh through death in the fact' 
. that there in the person of His Son God is seen tak-
- ing· the sorrows and sufferings of a world into His 
own hear-t; ana, while k,eeping His own law, and, if r 
may so say, maintaining the .jnfinit~ perfection of His 
own moral integrity, His righteou.sness an'd peace 
meet together, and mercy a:n.d truth kiss -ea~h other, 
and a holy God r-eveals Himself as a gracious Saviour, . 
and the truest and tenderest of all lovers. Thus the 
. one who was an "e;temy in his mind by wicked 
works" sees his own f.olly, and by the peath of Christ 
is 'redonciled to' God Whom .he now worships with 
adoring and everlasting gratitude. 

I must not speak longer. I' believe the only hope 
of the 'World is in the gospell of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It will bring peace to your own heart; it will restore 
,order too your.,p·wn lif.e; it will atune you to the will 
of Good, which··is another name f.or the law of -God 
-everywhere. When a man is saved, and seeks to do 
the will of God, he begins to obey the law of his own 
nature, physically,' mentally, and s.piritually, He is 
'attuneod to laws of Go.d's ordaining, a.!1d brought' into 
harmony with the universe itself, and with God who 
js over all. . 

And in ,the measure in which we thus yi-eld ouJ,'
.selves to Him, and exercise the pow'er He gives us, 
by the Spirit; to reduce to practice the principl-es of 
His gospel, in the home, in business, in society 
generally, in the measure in which those principles 
are applied to any sphere of life, there will be order, 
there will be peace, there will be tranquillioty, and 
there will be the satisfaction which comes from an 
.oroered lif.e. 

You say, "Rather: hopdess"? Yes, it is. I wish 
- aU our legislators were Christians. I wish they could 
car·ry the principles of Christ's gospel into the legis
lature. I wish all our business men were Christians, -. 
and would. make Him Lord .. 'Of the counting-ho'use. 
I wish everybody knew Christ, and that ev-etybocly 
'would crown Him Lord of all. But they do not, and 
I fear that, in this dispensation, they wi'll not. N ot
wi)thstanding, there must be an -endeavour, as Chris:" 
tians, to go as far as God enables us to go; and just 
as I preach, though I know there are many unconverted 
people hert: to-night who will not receive my testi
mony, ~nd I 'mus~ preach whether you receive it or 
not,-I must preach -the truth to you whether you 
will hear or whether you will forebear; and you must 
then be responsible to God, sip.ce I h;l:Ve done my 
wh'Jle duty; so 'I muSJt. try- to apply the principles of 

Christ's gospel in all the relations of life, even though 
t have no hope that the millennium will come that 
way. Hence, we look f.or the Savilour,. the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Some day He will come Himself, and will 
.cut short the work in ri.ghteousness, and He will 
reign from sea to sea, from the river to the ends of 
the ea·pth. 

Therefore open your heart' to Christ. You cannot 
make all the world better, but you can let Him t,nake 
y.ou better; you can yielO.· to Him so that He can 
save you. And if you cannot make ~very home a 
paradise, receive Him in such measure th3Jt your 
home at least wi11 'become a pa:radise. If yoou cannot 
clean up ~verybody's business, clean up your own 
.);l usine SIS , even if you do lose a few thousand dollars 
a year in the process. If you cannot do everything, 
do what you can in the power of God as Cqristians, 
and show that the 'hope of the world is in the domi
nance of the principles whic~ have found their only 
complete disclosure and application in the life and 
char-acter ·of -o~r Lord Jesus Christ.' Come to the-

"Fountain filled with blood,' 
... 

Drawn from Immanuel's veins; 
Where sinners, plunged bf;neath that 

Lose all their guil,ty stains.'" 
flood, 

Some hav-e said tha·t the W esleyanreviy-at' saved 
Eng1a:rid from the horrors of the French· Re.volution. 
That may be .so; .but a similar revival is 'necessary 
to save the world fr.om being. Russiani-zed, lior every 
natural :heart is predisposed to be hospitable to bol
shevism. My hope is, that some men will turn back 
again to the gospel, if· not to save their hearers, a.t 
least t9 save themselves. It is f.orever true that,-

"None but J.esus 
Can do helpless sinners good.", 

Books by Dr. Shields 
"THE ADVENTURES OF A MODERN 
YOUNG MAN." • 

A series of sermons on the parable of the 
prodigal and IUs broth~. . .. 

"CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT." 

A series of Thursday evening Bible Lee-· 
tures from Genesis to II. Samuel. 

"THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL OF 
HISTORY." 

A series of sermons preached in Jarvis 
St. Church on "The Trial of Jesus." 

Price Fifty cents a volume postpaid. 
Order from The Gospel Witness, 130 
Gerrard St. East, To,""onto, Canada. 
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F.B.Y.P.A. RALLIES. TO~ONTO CHURCHES. the Pastor preached, on "JesI\lS t'he Bread 
The Executive of the Fundamentalist A member of Runnymede Road Churc'h of Life", to a Large congregation" the 

Baptis.t Young People's Association O'f told us that ·the Sunday after Conven- greater'part of whom remained for the 
Ontario and Quebec announce three t£on was a "wonderful day". Pastor commundon ser-viee :fiollowing. At that, 
'Thanksgiving ral1ies to be held after- P. B. Loney,' lilt the morning service. ap- three were given the right hand of 
nO()D and evening, next M·ond·ay, Nove·m- pealed for conseerati·on, and forty rose eh:urcJh feU;owsh~p, two on experience 8Illd 
ber lOth. . . in response there; among them s'ome one.by letter. That evening, Rev. A. J. 

Societies in and near Lond.on are in- f;rom whom. S1:lch. an appeal was not Lewis r~cel?t~y I'etutned' from Liberi~, 
vited to Wortley Road Baptist Chrurch. IIkel¥, to meet WIth response. In the gave a ~h':'lllmg mes·sage. Through It 
In the afte-rnoon, l\Hss MinnIe Lane, evenmg, one soul gave evidence of step- the Chl"l!stlans .. S!8W more cl:early the 
missionary-elect for Liberia, will spea,k' ping out into. the light of the Gospel. need of spread10g the Gospel In heathen 
and in the eventng, Rev. H. Peer, now 'of Pastor David Alexander enjoyed the lands, ~e .~ng lady resJlonded to ~he 
Woodstock, wiU al,so speak atmosphere of bles'sing ion .his preaehing Gospel Il?VItatIon and ·a lIberal offenng 

on the same Sunday at Waverley Rd. was'l'eceIved. 
The Hamilton rally will be held in At Christie Street, Rev. S. Lawrence 

Hughson, Street ChurC'h. Tthere three felt that he ihad the best day for a . ELSEWHERE. 
students of our :Seminary win give 00- long time. Sp'!W6' wO'IIld fail u, s to tell of th.e 
dresses in the afternoon; while in the hI 1 h d d k f t • Re J F Rev. J. F. Holliday found two hun- . essmg e sew ere, 1 we now FO ' 1 
even1Og, v.. . Holliday, of Fair- dred and s.eventy-three in F'airbank B"m-' al~. A~ Alton, one young man pro_essed 
bank Baptist Church, together with Pas- t' t B·'bI S h l"t... S d I th-:-" faIth ·m .em·lSt. At Hartfol'd the·re 
t-or and Mrs G Mellish missionaries 1S I·e c 00 vila.. un' ay. n e "I d·d ." 'th th 
elect for Li~ria' will address. the "'ath: evening the church building was 'SIO :e:: a::.s en 1 ser;~ L Wdl' " e'lrter 

• , ' eo packed that rome had to occupy the bap- n power 0 e 01" manI.:as; y 
enng. . I S I" present" to the "good congreglllt'·ons" 
"Orangevill' . th tt.· d II t tlStry. evera 'JUD'LOI'S responded to the '0_ - .. _- M I hi H f th M°ed' '-. e ~s e. ,1011' . ra y cen ;re, invitation . r ..... uvL· e c e enry, 0 ·e ma 
w~ere societies of Toronto and district An un~sually deep spirit of convic- Indian Ch·urch, found. tbat durin~ his 
'W-!ll meet. In the ·lIIfternQOln, speakers tion rested u.pon the word at Annetflte absence at the ConventI9'D, the deVIl had 
wIll b~ Rev. S. Lawrence, of Christie Street. The next Sunday, November "been . harn· :at work, ~n.deavouring .to 
Street, Rev.. A. Thomson, of Mount 2nd Dr. T. I. S,tockley wi.th a number cause con:f.us:l!()D ~d dlVoISI?n a~o.ng the 
Plea~a~t .R'Oad; end ~a,stor and Mrs. G. '~f ;tudents fl'om our S~mintary, conduct-- brethre~ .. " In s·pIte Of .. ~1S eVIl efforts 

. Melhsh, In the evenmg, Rev .. W. 'J. ,H. ed the evening service, while Pastor W. the Sunday after O?nVen'tIOn ~as a good 
,Br,own, of. ~nn:tte ~treet, WIll speak. J. H. Brown preaChed d,n Shens1lone ~ne, attendan,ce beIng exceptIOnally so. 
y" e 'I!l"e ·antIClpatmg tIm~s of great bless- Ohurcih, Branot:fiOrd. It is expected that In .the evenIng orur membel"S bad. two 
Ing 10 all these gatherIngs. Pray that Dr. W. Pettingill will begin Stpecial s.erVIC~. at two h~m~ and bo·th enJoyed 
our hopes may be more than fuliilled. meetings in Annette ,Street on Novem- the s'plrltual blessmg. Rev. O. Boo~er 

* * *. * ber 9th. . feU ':~ater PD:wer and ·a more VI~1 

AFTER CONVENTION-BLESSING! 
It WillS 'inevitable that' after such a 

mountain--peak. Conveil1tton as delegwtes 
from the churches -of our Union enjoyed 
in London, riCh blessing should be ex
perien'ced in ohure'h after ch!urch over 
the country. Our reports are fiar from 
complete, but we 'are sure that the f1Wts 
given below will bear out this state
ment. , 

* * * * 
STANLEY AVENUE, HAMILTON. 

. On .the Sund'ay morni·ng. following the 
Convention, Rev. C. J. Loney, our presi
dent, preached to his people on the stream 
O'f God, into which the Lord lealls His 

,own in evel"-deepem'ng experien~. To 
the invitatio,n: "for those who desired to 
go deeper with God, a large :number ;re
s~nded." "Tears· pf contrition mingled 
WIth tears of j·oy were freely shed as 
pastor and· people stood singing 'Dying 
with JesuB"." Two motheJ.'S, one With a 
family of eight children, and the other 
with a· family of six, after ;1Jbe service 
professed faith in Christ as their per
sonal Saviour. In' the afternoon, Mr. 
L!>ney addressed the ytO'lIng people of the 
Calvary Miss!i'Oo1l ~ Mount Hamilton, 
where they responded to his appeal for 
consecl'ation. At the evening service 
t:hree others professed faith ~n wr Lord. 
Hallelujah! 

The Truth Baptist Ohurch, into which touch l'll preachmg ,the Gospeil at Fmth 
the former Moont Dennis Mission !bas Ohurch, W·alosh. The next Sunday three 
been org·anized, had an eXltra good at- volunteered for Gospel work ~rom hOlllle 
tendance on, the las.t Sunday 'Of October, 1x? home. On, October 26th, 10 Orange
which was' an encoul'agement to Student VIll.e, a backshder returned to. the Lord, 
E. C. ;W'ood,. who there has been d-oing whIle. another young ma~, WI.th0u;t the 
the preaching lmowled'ge of others, receIved Chnst as 

. * * * * Ms Savi()ur, and the following Sunday 
. publicly apploied for baptism. 

LONDON. 
The pastor at Wortl~y Road declared 

that the Sunday after the Convention 
was !1 day of greatest blessting experi
en-ced in Wortley Road ,Church for S'OIne 
time. 

A.tt Central Pas,tor Jiames McGinlay 
.preaC'hed wtth gveat power. In the 
morning siX'teen respoondied amd" three for 
and- chu:rch Jnimlbersh~p and three for 
s'alva;tio'll, whIle in ·the eveni.ng :ten others 
came forwaro seeking the Lord. 

* * * * 
BOSTON. 

That same Sunday, Rev. H. Buchner, 
of Trenton, prelllC'hed, in the Boston 
Church, "deliVoering a great mess'age" 
on the Good Samlllri'tan. The ne~t Wed
nesday, p.astor A. J. Loveday' :!lound 
forty at prayer . meeting, all of I wh()1lD 
were in'llptreci by. his glowm'g reports of 
the Convention, g.iven by himself and 
DelilCon H. Speooer. Lively d£scus'sion 
:fiollowed. The next Sundaty was' :also a 
good day in Boston. In the morning, 

I , 
• ,. " 

'-.:/ 

* * * * 
HUGHSON STREET, HAMILTON. 
Various brethren 'have been supplying 

the pUlpit at Hughson Street, Hamilton, 
durmg the .absence of Pastor Bower 
through illness in his home. The Sun
day foIlowilnglilie .conventioo, Mr. R. 
p.otter spoke in the morning, and Mr. 
N. Duncan in 1Jhe ev,eni.ng, -to ,good con
gregatiGtI!S·. The next SundlllY the. f()IUr 
delegates to our Convention, in a very 
helpful manner, gave ·their impressions 
of that gathering. 

* * * * 
WOODSTOCK. 

Rev. A. St. James spoke in the Oxford 
Street Church, Woodstock, the Sunday 
following .th~ Convention, to the Bible 
class, 'and then to thos·e who gathered 
for morning worship. An off,ering of 
forty-s'even doUars was received for his 
bi-lingual ministry. A large congrega
tio'n he8lld p,asto;r J. H. Peer in the even
ing. Nuanbers and offerings are grow-
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ing under his new ministry. Rev. James 
MClGin~ay and. Rev. W. J. H. Br.own were 
an!l0unc~ for M·onday amd Tuesday of 
thIS week. The brethr·en are· p'l"aying 
for those who are showing signs of con
ViCti'OIl als'O to be converted. 

* * * * 

THE GOSPEL' WITNESS 

power of God. On .one ~ight, in re
sponse to the inv.itation, something like 
forty peOiPle responded to the appeal. 
We do rejoice that ·the Spirit of God 
has accomplished this work, and ili-at 
the blessing has been sUClh thoa-t. it WliU 
doubtless a.bide wi.th the Church for 
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being taken .by m'anIY in this new .So!!i
ety"-Rev. M.· R. Hall. 

* * • • 
~R. G. FRANKLIN. 

LINDSAY. mamy' days. There is no.thing like re-

:Mr. Gladstone Franklin, a .gradua·te in 
1-929 of the T-oronto Baptist Seminary, 
haSl been appointed- by ·th~ Latin Ameri
can Evangelistic S·ooiety for wO'rk in Sah 
J.ose, Costa Rica, Central America. Be
fore 1e·aving ·on N ovemlber 18th he will 'be 
in attendance ait ·s·ome of the Churches. 
and Conferen~s. AmO'lIg these are· 
First Baptist -Ghurcil, Buff'alo, Novem
he·r 5th j Shenstone Memorial Baptis,t 
Church, Brantford, N o'Vemlber 6th and 
SUnday morning, Novem'be·r 9th; !<'.B. 
Y.P.A. Rally., Hamilton, November 10thj 
Pastors' and People's Conference, .soutih 
Zorra, No'Vember 11thj Stanley Avenue 
Balptis,t Church, Ha·m.iloton, November 
12thj llartforo Baptist OhurClh, Novem~ 
bel" 1~tI:t. M;r. Franklin is responsible 
f·or raIsmg hIS own p·as-sage money and 
support on the field; and we trust our 
bretl:lren will suppor.t him in ·this ven

L.ast Sun.d.!l-Y annive~sary services of vival to sweeten and unilfy the pea,ple', 
a deeply SP1I'ltual nature, Willen members. and to keep everybody 'hapiPY' and hope~ 
gathe.red ·to' . give· heartfelt thanks to ful. We w.ish f·or our good! Brother 
God . for His .bl~:si.ngs, were held. in Fu~ton, the Pamor, ,the r,ichest blessing 

·the Regular -Baptist Chu'l"c'h of Lindsay of He'8ven."· . 
Rev. J. M. Fleming, paoSto-r. "A deeP * * *. * 
sense of His pre'sence, a ho.ly joy, an 
eaJI'Des,t expectatio.n, pervaded ailil." 

* * * * 
CONFERENCE AT SOUTH ZORRA. 
Delegates to the Pastors' and Peo

ple's Conf.erence 'of Hamil:ton, Brantfom 
and district, are .hereby reminded· that its 
next meeting will. be. (D.V.), on Tues
day, November 11th, in the SO'u-th Zona 
Church. I'll the 'morning, Rev. F. Ken
dal, of Guelph, will speak j in the after
noo.n, Rev. ·C. J. Loney, of Ha,milt"on' 
and 'in the evening, Rev. J. H. Pe'eT of 
Woods·toe].;. Our mij·ssionaries-elect·' for 
Liberia will aI-so be ;present. 

* * * * 
OAKWOOD, TORONTO. 

The. br~thren of the Oakw-o-od ChurClh 
a·re making ex;tensive improvements in 

· t,heir church building, most of the work 
being d:o-noe by v,oluntary la-hour, direct
ed l?y ~asto~ C. ltumbaH. Although the 
!ludItorIUm I·tself .,'hoa's: been enIarged, it 
IS crow~ed' to capaCIty Sunday n!-ghts. 
And ·the· Lord is sa,.v.ing s·oulos: on' Octo
ber 12th two 'teen-age gir~s came outj 
O:Q th€ 19th, three more cooverlsj three 
1'l1;en are .awaiting bapti·sm wh~ the bap
tI-st.ery IS ready, one of them a recent 
convert. 'rhe Sunday Steihoo·l of this 
church so taxes -the accommodation that 
open sessions have to be held, rather than 
classes. 

* * *. * . 
WESTPORT. 

Pastor R. Brackstcme found many 
· strangers in attend-ance at a recent ser

vice in Westport, Ontario. On Ortober 
26th F,ormer-p'as1tor, H. C. Slade there 
preached with bless-ing to all who heard 
him. '. 

* • * * 
MOUNT ALBERT. 

Continue to pray 'for the s.pecial meet
ings II-t Mount. Albert. Last Sunday was 
a good day, when the Immanuel Quar
tette assisted Pasto-r W. S. Whttcombe. 
The Male Quar.tette of our Seminoary 

· helped on Monday night last. . 
........ - * * * * 

BUFFALO. 
"w ord comes to u·s from the wOlrk 

just ace·om'Plished in cOIIiIlecti-on with the 
First Baptist Church of Buffoalo, in their 
three-weeks' campaign. The weather 
WIllS v.ery severe. A great sno.w storm 

, blockaded the s1.ree-ts and made it ex
ceed1ng-ly difficulot for peQple.to go about. 
Notwithstand~ng, the attenda,nce was 
good, and the interest deep and continu
ous. Jews and Roman Catholics and 
·blasphemers were brought to, ;their knees 
in humble contrition, and s·aved by the 

WEALTHY STREET, GRAND RAPIDS. 
"The average Bible Scbo,ol attendance 

fo.r ·t,he month of October, was six hun
dred and six;ty-fiv·e. Co·ngregations were 
large on the 26th. Five res.ponded to 
the· invitatio-n, and in the e·veni;n;g three 
were bap·tized. Weal-thy ,Street has 
nev.er had ,a spasmodic growth, but has 
increased. steadily year by year for the 
past .two decade·s in8J.l of its depart
me·nts. W'hateveT aClhiev.eme'lIits have 
come as a ·Messing have ·been in ans,wer 
to prayer. T,he revival and missionary 
spirit, . all SlPiritu'al a1it:ainments, what
ever the church may be at all, has de
pended UP,()Ill praye·r and an unwavering 
faith in the truth of the 'Bible and .the 
;power o,f· God." 

-Baptist Temple News, Dr. VanOs-del, 
EditoT. . 

* 
l\UNNESOTA CONFERENCE. 

. The Re-giona:l Bible Oonference of the 
Baptist~ Ch'llrc'hes of Mannesota, aN 
,pIl"oving a source o·f -real bless·ion·g. The 
me·etings fOIr Se;ptember were held 0Ill 
the 8th, 9th, and 10th, at Park Rapids. 
Pastor ·G. H. Dalhl.berg s:ays: "ALl in all' 
the e·onference ·w.a.s mutu:a:R'y !hel.pful, 
because of the empha.sis on the spiritual 
and practical side of life. ,We :trust we 
shaH hav-e another such ga·thering here 
so,on." 'Dhe next 'Confeorence is an
nounced fo·r Oaklan4', with Pas'tor L. 
MeCauley, on November 12th to. 14th. 

* * 
RALLY IN EDMONTON. 

The Regular B&ptis-t Mis'sionary Soci
ety of' Alberta, heM its :ffiaill Rally "ion 
the N OO'Wood Regular Baptist GhurClh of 
Edmonton, Octo·ber '20th to 30th. Th€ 
Norwood people ·have· nQ church building 
of their own, but meet, in a hall wMClh 
they rent and fUl'lIlish for their serv.ices. 

ture of faith. '. 
* 

LAST SUNDAY IN JARVIS, STREET. 
The attendance at Sehool.last Sunday' 

morning was 1,520. There was a fuji 
church at the eleven o'clock service~ and 
several re,sponded to the invitation fol-
10wing the sermon. At the. e·vening ser
vice, notwithstanding heavy rain the 
churCll1 was a.gain full and ss~erai ~gain 
came forward. when the invitation was 
g,iov·en. The servIce was not albbreviated 
but the full two hours occupied with the 
broadcast. Following the benediction 
ll·ome time-ten or fifteen min'll~-wa.s 
taken in preparing for ·the .ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper, but in spite of the 
lateness of ·the hour the registration 
taken at the close of the Communion Ser
vice showed an attendance at ,that service 
of seven 'hundred and n~nety-seven. 

Seventeen new ni·eIDIbers received the 
hand of fellowship. Baptism was ad
ministered at the first se·rvice: 

'rlvese quarters seat about one h'lmd!l"ed 
and fifty p€ople eomior:tably, with some THREE UR' GENT APPEALS 
space for more if necessary. A goodly 
numbeiJ." of deleg&tes were in attendance 
from Benalto, Lethbridge, and Calgary. 
The Ed.monton ipeople also hearti.l1Y SllIP-
ported the meetings in eveTY way .... ' 
Th·e circle of Slpliritu'al fellowship, is 
growing ,S/tronge'r and sweeter all the The uG~pel Witness" Fund 
time among our ReguIM Baptists in this 
province. E.ach session was blessed with 
that throbbing s,piritual life, wh.ich only 
can be pos'sible when the (}hildiren of God: 
Me in living oouch with Him:' Willen 
one considers tha.t eighteen delega~' 
travelled- eI'1pher by motor or by train 
from two :hundred "and fifty :to seven 
hun&ed miles eaClh at their olWn ex- . 
.pense, to 'atten·d this' Rally, i·t is not dif- ' 

Toronto Baptist Seminary 
. . . 

The JarVis S~t Sunday 

J;vening Radio Fund 

ficult to~ understand the interest tlJ.a.t is ================;;;;;; 
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ABRAHAM OFFERS UP ISAAC. 
Genesis, chaper 22. 

. Golden Text: "And Abraham said, My 
son, 'God Will provide himself a lamb 
for a burnt offering: so they went 
both of them together." ·Genesis 22: 
8. 

I. THE COMMAND, (vs. 1,2). 

THE Go.SPEL WITNESS November 6, 1930 

of God is to ,trust even when he . cannot III. THE RESULT OF OBEDIENCE, 
understand. We al'e called to go through (vs.15-2'4). 
many experiences which seem strang.e Obedlience 'always brings blessing. The 
to us,. but God undez:stands, and- we aa;e angel of the Lord spoke a seco·nd time 
confident .that all thmgs work ·together from heaven and 'Il6Slmed Abra:ham thllllt 
for good to' ,those ''!ho Iove. God, who "in blesJSing I wiN .bless !jjhee'" (v. 17). 
are the called- accordmg to HIS ~urpose, Abraham had been 'b~es'Sed': he 1md re
(Ro~. 8:28). Note th~ preparations for ceived a 'promise ·of !future blessing, rand 
the Journey amd offermg., the departure this was 'a further 8.SSU!l"amce of the 
of the ~mpany, rand tlieir an.ival n~r Samle. Linked wi·th· t'his there is' ,the . 
the deslgn8lted. place, (vs. 3, 4.): pl"omise of multipLicaJbion a1S10 fonnerly 

The you,ng men are not permitted to given, (15: 5). "In multiplying I will 
go up .th·e mount; fa,ther and s'on go plI!l"t multiply thy seed as the stars of the 
of th·e way alone. . There are to be no heaven I and as the sand which is upon 
spectators of the solemn act of sacri- the seash()il"e"; This implies a great mul
fice. God ·alone would witness' the deed.titude an almost incredible .thing to imag
Other persons present mi'g1\t <mly mnder ine at th·a,t time, :but :now a matter of 
the carrying out of 'God's will. There history. Thel'e is nothing too i1rard for 
are times whE!'ll! the child of God must God, (18:14). "And thy s'eed shall pos
go ·apart and be alone with God in the sess the ·gate ,of his' enemies", signify
carrying out of the divine will. Abra- ing victory ,over enemies, and recounted 
ham's faith is manifest in his statement in Israel'·S! .history. "And- in thy seed 
to the yuung men ·that :they would come shaU :all the nations ~f t'he e8lrth be 
again unto them, (v 5), and in 'his reply. blessed", (v. 18). The pal"ticular fulfil
to his s'on th'at God would provide Him- ment of this c·ame thl"ough Christ, and 
s-elf ·a lamb for the burnt offering (v.'8), 1S evidenced .inthese days in the bleslled 
accou.nting that God would raise' up results of the. preaching of the gospel 
Isaac from the d-ead, "from whence also throughout the world. . 
he received h~m in a f!gure", (Heb .. Ll: . "So Abraham returned unto his young 
17-1) ... m thIS I's~ac IS a type of .,ou.r nien, and they rose up and wen-t togeth
Lord m resurreeti'on. The whoJe mCI- er to Beer-.sheba· and Abraham dwelt 
dent may be ·studied from his stan~point at Beer-sheba",' (v. 19). 'Dhe return 
as well as !r?m that of Abraih;am s, ,as journey would be more j~yf~l th;an the 
he mus·t wIllmg.ly :have complIed. Wlth outward one in the conSCIousness of 
the divine com:mand, J:>eing at that time duty perfurm~d, th; knOlWledge of ~·s 
no longer a mere ch~ld. IIIPPl"Oval,·,the streng~ ~ained .from tea.t-

On 'arrival at the place "Abra'h8lm ed faith, ·a~d the JOY rec~l'lyed from 
built an altar there and laid .the wood fell06wshi-p WIth God. :1I.'he closlDg verses 
in order, and ·bound Isa·ac .his son,.' 81nd give a brief genealO'gy of Abraham's 
laid him on the altar upon the wood. r·elatives, (v.s.20-24). 
And Abraiham .strate·bedl forth his hand 
and took the lmUle',to slay his, son, (va. 
9,10). MEMORY HYMN. 

In. this les'S<)nr there is a record of the 
testing ·of Abraham's faith, "God. did 
ternrp·t A:bnaham", not in- 1ihe sense of 
inciting him to sin, but to try or prove 
him. ' God· has a purpose· in testing His 
servants, (I Peter 1:7). He is glorified, 
and the· serv·a·ll't lis· strengthened and en
couraged by ,the transaction. 'Dhe com
mand given the p·8Itriareh is detailed and 
explicit, and could not fail to impress 
him with its serious nature and conse
quences. He is told to take Isaac his 
son and offer lhim for oIL blll'iIIJt offering unto 
the LoM. The precious nature of such 
an offering, lamd iots grea.t cost to Abraham 
are seen in the man·ner ~n which Isaac 
i,s referred ·to. He is term·ed the son, 
the only .son, the one '''whom ,thou Iov
est". He was the preciou's possession 
of his father, ·the weH belo'Ved" and the 
apple of ihis eye. Upon 'him A,braham's 
hopes for the future rested,. W'6 are re~ 
minded by this of .the reIationship of our 
Heavenly Father and His Son, and of 
the great II()'Ve unde.rIyimg: the divine 
sacrifice, (John 3:16), of whrich this is 
but a faint type. No·te the place a.nd na-
ture of Abraham's offel"ing. No one is able fuLly to enter into the 

The oommand given to Abraham de- :lieeli-nglS of rth'6 .p;atroiareh under ;such 
manded :his very best. It meant the circumstances. He was about ,to day 
surrendering ,of Ihis future prospects, ,for his only son. God WIllS :able to l"e·i;to:re 
Ishmael had been sent away, and the him, bu,t 'Would He do. so? It meant a 
birth of amother .son was Ihumanly im- severe test 'of faith to trust Him to d.o· 
possible. It was the testing of fai,th so. But he was· willing to go all the 
a.nd love concerning 'his most precious way wi.th God, ·thus proving th~ reality 
possession. It meanrt '81 ca11 to tru·st God. of h.is profession. It oost him 'some
when, to 'all appearance, He was defe'at- thing ·to serve God, amd real service al
'ing Hi·s own purp'Ose. It implied walk- ways costs S'Om~thing. 'EJeplanation 
ing in the dark wi.th 'God. And further, may be made of thIS, and ~mph-a:sj.s may 
it was a distinct test of the reality of .be pIaced u~n the- necesSIty a~d ;bless
Albra;ham's friendshLp for God, .the res- edmess, ·of gomg ~l~ the v.:ay Wltli G;od. 
suIt of the test would show whetiher God No~ that Abr:ah~m!l .()Jbedl,e~ce was lom
or I'saae was first ·in Abraham's affec- medIate, un9uestionmg, :Wll.hng, ""h'Ole
tion. The patriarc'h did not fail in the h.earted, lovmg, self-s·acnficmg, a~d en-

The iSon 1)f God goes forth to war, 
A kingly c:rown to 'gain; 

test. He put God' first and surrendered tIl"e. . 

Hils bIood-red banner strearm'S .afar: 
Who follows in His train? 

Who .best can dr~nk his cu·p of woe, 
Triumphant over pain,. . 

Who· ·patren.t bears 'hds cros·s· 'beIow: 
He follows in His ·train. 

The martyr first, whose ea,gle eye 
Could pieree beyornd the ~ave; 

Who saw his IMaster in the sky, 
And CaiHed on Him to save: 

Like Him, wit'h pardon ·on his torngue, 
In mid&t of morlal pain, 

He prayed for ,them that did the wrong: 
Wh:o foHows in His trai,n? .. 

A glorious 'band, the chosen few 
On whom the Spirit came; 

Twelve vaLiant saints, their ;ho'pe they 
knew, 

And mocked the cross and flame·: 
T,he'Y met the tyrant's ,brandished steel. 

The lion's gory mane; 
They; bowed ,their necks the death .to feel: 

Who follows in theiiI" train? 

his' chil,,! ~llingly '1l? the ~i.ll of God. Having aUowed A:braiham to go the 
An .apphcatIon of thIs. teachmg . may ~e full length, SIb·ort of slaying his son, in 
pIade to present-day parents In- theIr manifesting his obedience to the 'divine 
~ttitude to~aM. their children in the command, the Lord intervened and stop
l~'ght of God s claIm. Not~ may ,be madre ped the fi·nal act, commeooing His ser
of the f·act that ~aC'h chil~ belong~ to v:ant for his faith.fulnes'S; the angel of 
God and' should at l·ts very bIrth ,be gIven the LOIl"d ·saying, "fur now I know that 
by the pal"ents unto .qod. It may also thou fearest God, seei·n·g thou h~st n·ot 
be noted that ·God deslres our very best withheld .thy -SIOIl thrine only SIOIll' from 
f110m UISj a.nrdJ Itha·t 'Only in obedience me" (V'S. 1!1 12).' Abraham had:' sh:own 
thereto do we receive blessing. his faith by his works, some:tihing we a.l"e A noble army, men and boys, 
II. THE OBEDIENCE, (vs.3:!l4). all enjoined to do, (J·ames 2: 14-26). Pro-· The ·matron and ·the maid, 

The res.ponse of Abraham to the com- vision f·or the 'Offering is seen, ap'pl"O.pri- Around the Savi'OIUr's throne rejoice, 
mrand was im'lDed~ate, and his obedience ated and. qsed, and Abraham in gratitude In TOlles of light arrayedl: 
was u.nqu-estiond·ng. He may nrot have calls: the place, "Jehova:h-jireh'" mean~ They clim'bed the steep ascent of hea'Ven. 
u'llld~stood the reason for the comm-and, ing 'IThe ,Lorn will see or provide", T.hrough peril, ton, 'and ·pain: 
but it was ,noOt for him to question ofilie (voS. 13, 14). Note the encouragement Q God, to us may grace lbe 'given 
'WIOrd of God. The businesis of the child and direction i.mer:ent d·n ·thi'S' title. To follow in their train. Amen. 

'l 


