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66THE ANGEL OF 
"IIi all their a'ffliction he was afflicted, and ,the a,ngel 

of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity 
he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried 
them all the days ·0f old:" "The ·angel of His presence 
saved them." No doubt the Ang.el of the covenant 
is intended, none other than the second Person of ,the 
Trinity, our Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Nowhere 
else in Scripture is "the angel of His Presence" rmen- . 
tioned. But what a glorious' and suggestive title th~s 
is, "The Angel 0f His Presence." It is 'but another 
name for Immanuel, "God with us." It means that 
He saved His people by 'being present with them. He 
did not save them by deputy or proxy. He did not 
send the highest archangel. Only the Angel of His 
Pres'en"ce could save them, the Messenger Whose pres
ence was the presence of God Who Himself .shared 
the afflictions of His people. 

And that is h0w God always saves: His presence is 
salvation. The promise 'of Hi,s presence is the assur
ance of deliverance. It was thus He saved Lot, by. 
personaHy visi'ting him in Sodom.· ,It was thus He 
saved Israel from Egypt. He went before them, and 
His presence overwhelmed the hosts of Pharaoh. It 
was thus He saved Jacob, "the angel that redeemed 
me from all ·evil, bless the lads," ,the dying saint ex
claimed. It was thus He saved J0shua and his army 
before J ericho..!....-by "going with them. He promised 
Moses, "My presence shall go with thee, and I wiLl 
give thee ·rest." It was thus He, saved Shadra'ch, 
Meshach, and Abedneg.o. He' did not extinguish the 
fire, but went into the fire wi,th them. And when 
N ebuchadnezzar looked into the bur~ing fiery fur
nace, he said to his counsellors, "Did we not cast three 
men b0und 1'nto the midst of the fire? They answered 
and said unto the king, True, 0 king. He answered 
and said. 'Lo, I see four men: loose walking in the 
midst 00£ .the fir-e, and they have no hurt ; .. and the form 
of the fourth is, like the Son of God.'" "The Angel 
of His Presence saved them." And.when envy opened 
the lions' den to Daniel God did not close it, ,but sent 
the Angel of His prese~ce and shut the lions' mouths. 

And with this truth the New Testament abounds. 
He did not prevent the storm, 'but ·came to the storm
tossed mariners walking on the waves" and as soon 

HIS . PRESENCE 99 
/ 

as the)f had received Him into the ship "immediately" 
they were at the land whither they went." He did 
not forbid Her''Jd's casting Peter into prison, but the .. 
angel of His Presen'ce went in with him, and brought 
him out through the iron gate into the street ·of ,the 
city. He did not keep Paul off the ship of AlexatIdria, 
Ibut there stood by him in the storm the Arigel o~ God, 
and by His presence all that were .in the ship were 
saved. 

There 'is a story that Henry VIII., wanderIng' one 
night in the streets of London in disguise, was met 
at the 'bridge-foot by some of the wat'ch, and not giv
ing a good a·ccount of himselof was carried off to the 
Poultry Compter, and shut up for the night without 
fire or candle. On his libercution he made a grant of 
thirty chaldrons of coals, and ~ quantity of 'br,ead for 
the solace ·of night pris')ners. Butciur King deIiber
ately and by no mistake has gone into ,the prison with 
us, and thereby knows well how to sympathize and 
succor. Why does the little child want her mother 
to go with her to the dentist? .only f.o·r the comfort 
of her presence. Whatever your present situation, 

. how -deep and complicated soever yo'ur need, the cov
ering feathers of His wings are your salvcution. "Oh 
how great is ,thy goodness, whi'ch -thou hast .laid up 
for them that fear thee; which thou hast ·wrought for 
them that trust in thee before the sons of men! Thou 
shalt .hide them in' the secr,et of thy presence from the 
pride of man; thou shalt keep them secretly in a pa
vilion from the strife of tongues. . Blessed be the 
Lord: for he hath showed me his marvellous kindness 
in a strong city." And we have .heard Him answer: 

"When through . the deep waters r cause thee to go. 
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow: 
For I win be with thee in trouble to bless, 
And sanctify to thee thy deepest dis.tress. 

"When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
.My grape all-sufficient shall be thy supp!y; 
The flame shall not hur.t thee; I only design 
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refin~ .. 

"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned' for repose, 
I will not,. I will not, desert to his toes; 
That so'ul, ,though all hell should endeavour to shake, 
I'll neV'eT, no, never, no, never. forsake!" 

... 
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Gathering Lilies! 
J3y Rev. T. 1. Stockley, D.D., Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

Huw frequently we ani called to speak' words of comfort 
and cheer to sorrowing and bereaved ones! "Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem" is a command which needs to 
he heeded by the preacher again and again. And how 
delightful it is that there is a wealth of such words 
to be found in the Book of God! . What tracts of un
di~covered grace we have in this .lana. of promise! What 
visions of delight break in upon the soul in unexpected 
q'..larters ! What mines of unexplored wealth of cheer in 
~he Word of Truth! What forests of trees laden with 
uelicious fruit for the weary and faint! 

"My Beloved is gone down into his garden .... to 
gather lilies," says Song of Solomon. This is a book 
rich in oriental colouring. It is suggestive of the divine 
Bridegroom and His bride, of Christ, the Son, and His 
hc:"avenly bride, the Church. In the song of songs an 
inquirer asks the bride, "Whither is thy Beloved gone?" 
And the bride is able at once to reply in the confidence of 
faith.· She says, "My Beloved is gone down into his 
garden", the plate where He loves to be: let me call your 
attention to this and to His occupation there-"to gather 
lilies." . 

So let our eye be fixed upon the Beloved One, and we 
shall soon find our comforts spring up and grow. 

I. 
Where the IJeloved 11W)1 be found. "My Beloved 'is 

gone down into his garden." His garden-this is another 
picture of His Church, and it is a very suggestive one. 

First: It speaks of separation. A garden differs thus 
from an open cot:nmon, it is more or less marked off from 
other ground. The Church .of the Lord Jesus is the 
Ecclesia, the "cal1ed-out" people and separated· from the, 
world. This "garden" is separated by the purpose of God .. 
It is the eternal purpose of God that the Church should be 
our Heavenly Bridegroom's own, and that she should be 
"holy and without blame bdore Him in love". She is 
"chosen in him to be holy", "predestinated to be conformed' 
to the image of the Son", and so separated unto Him. The 
Church is also separated by blood. The redemptive work 
of the Lor,d Jesus is a mighty separating work. "Christ 
has redeemed us fr0111 the curse of the law." "Redeemed 
. . . with the precious blood of Christ from your vain 
manner of life." The people of God are separated, too, 
by their new birth. That new Oivine planted in the soul 
by the Spirit of God makes them a separated people. 
They .are separated also b)1 their own glad surrender. 
They have seen their Lord "go forth without the camp" 
and they have gone forth unto Him bearing His reproach. 
They are led gladly to choose to go where He goes, and to 
a:bide where He abides. They are·separated by the indwel
ling of the Holy Spirit. The temple of old was effectually 
separated from all other buildings, when it is was filled 
with ,the ,glory of !tlJe Lord. So God's people are a 
separated people indeed because they are indwe'lt by the 
Holy Spirit. So the Lord's ,People are "not o'f the world". 
Death separates effectually. To be "dead indeed unto 
sin" is to be separated. Life separates still more mightily. 

To be able to say "No! but Christ liveth in me" is to be 
lifted out of the life of self. Love separates. \Vith 
what jealousy a husband claims his' wife, and a mother her 
children. So our Lord speaks of His Church and calls 
ber His own. "Thou art mine", He says. The garden 
speaks of separation. . 

Second: It speaks of secrecy. A gar~len is not a public 
piece of land to anybody, and everybody. And the life 
of the Church is "hid with Christ in God". A flower has 
an outward form and hlossom, but no one can see its hid
den life. V.ie may stand beside the telegraph wires and 
count their number, and measure their distance from the 
earth, but we cannot tell what messages ')of life or death 
are being flashed along them. Vye may 'see '''that great 
and wide sea", and admire it as the sunbeams or moon
heams play upon its surface, but the' life and movement 
far down in its dark deptl;is we cannot see. The mystery 
of life in the world is hidden from us; how much more 
the mystery of the spiritual life! This life is entirely 
hidden from the public ,yeo Its fellowship with God is 
hidden, its faith in the Lord Jesus is out of sight, its aims, 
and motives, its peace and hopes, its wondrous springs of 
joy are all hidden from the eyes of men. No strangers 
can "intermeddle" with this life: "The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, thou canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth, so is everyone who is born of the Spirit." 
The life is secret between the soul and God. The natural 
man cannot understand the things of the Spirit. So the 
garden speaks of secrecy. 

Third: It speaks of security. The Husbandman is 
Almighty and 3ecures His garden from the adversaries, 
The Church of Christ is secure against the forces of evil. 
"The gates of hell shall not prevail against it." All the 
attributes of God are around the garden of the Lord. "N 0 

weapon that is formed against it shall prosper." The· 
Shield of the Almighty covers all the people of God. The 
Omnipotence of God is the Christian's defence. God is 
Himself "a wall of fire" round-about His people. The 
Church is a "garden enclosed", and she enjoys all im
pregnable security. This is full of encouragement for the 
people of God, for they are weakness itself, and often 
full of fears. The enemies too are strong and subtle. 
But the garden of the Lord is secure. Man-made gardens 
will stiffer los'S, and the enemy may even destroy many of 
them, but "the Lord ismihdful of his own", His garden 
is secure. 

Fourth: It speaks of sacredness. The garden is ~c:"t 
apart for the use of the King. It is His own, amI it is 
devoted to One Person, and one purnose. .J esus our I.l)rd 
rlaims His Church as His own. He sneaks with con
fidence and power of u.M:v Churcli". And what is true 
of the Church as a whole is 'true of every member ~om
nosing- that Church. The Christian is a sacred nerson, 
Christ's man. with the seal of God upon him. He is con
secrated to holv service and is attached to the court of 
Heaven. And'still further, not only is every Christian a 
sacred person, but every part of the Christian is sacred 

... 
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too. Body, soul and spirit he is his Lord's-his' endow- ness more to .be admired than the crimson petals of the 
ments, his l~arning, his wealth, his time--all are the rose, or the. lily'·s snow white chalice. It is given to the 
Lord's. The Christian heart is not his own; he is bought spiritual mind to apprehend the loveliness of virtue. And 
with a price. Each believer is part of the "sacramental there is no loveliness like Christ-likeness. We admire 
host of God's elect". And wonderful to tell I-how our heroism, and philanthropy, and parental love, but the 
Lord delights in this: He loves to call His Church His beauty of Christ-likeness is supreme. ,And this is im
own. And so the garden speaks of sacredness. mortal, and' ever increasing. This is the Holy Spirit's 

Fi.fth: It speaks of delightfulness. The garden is full congenial work in the soul, and the Lord's eye is quick to 
of choice flowers to the Beloved; it is a bed of spices, discover it. The tear of penitence, the 'bending of the 
fragrant and full of delight to Him. So he comes to dwell lowly, the trust and love of the believing soul - these 
there .. :He loves to be in His garden. "The Lord loveth .things are lovely in the eyes of Jesus. "Solomon in all 
the gates of Zion." He finds more pl'easure amongst His his glory was not arrayed like one of these." 
own than in the palaces of Kings. "Where two or three . Thirdly: The Lord's own are as lilies for their 
are met together in my name then am I in the midst." By fragrance. The Song of Songs makes many references 
His Spirit He dwells in the midst of His people; His to the delica:te and delightful odours which abound in the 
presence is unseen but real, fcmd in gracious power. gardens of the East. The exquisite aroma which breath~s 
Myriads attest this. "My Beloved is gone down into His from the scented blossoms tells of their nearnes'S and sug
garden." In the society of living and fruitful saints our gests their beauty. So there is a perfume in the pure and 
Lord is found. These form His garden, His bed of spices. unselfish character which diffuses' itself far and near. 
Oh wonder of wonders! Wherever the Christian lives the whole house should be 

\ II. . filled with the odour 'of his Christ-like character. The 
What the Beloved finds there. He finds "lilies" there. flower breathes forth its very life in its fragrance. It 

The wr.iter of "The Land and the Book", thinks the cannot bear clusters of· juicy fruit, but the subtle essence 
Huleh lily is the flower referred to. He describes it thus: of the flower flows forth in a perpetual stream of blessing. 
"It is very large, and the three inner petals meet above, It gives its best. You cannot define it, but you know 
'and form a gorgeous canopy, such a:s art never approach- where it is, and it gives value to the plant. It is a constant 
ed, and king never sat under, even in his utmost glory." benediction wherever it is shed. The Lord's own are like 
He goes 011 to speak of "this incomparable flower, in 'all the lily in this too. There is a sweet savour of his Master's \ 
its loveliness", and of the "luxuriant, velvety softness of gra('e which he gives unconsciously. He gets it in fellow
this lily". Hugh Macmillan also speaks thus: "The plain ship with His Lord. "All his garments smell of myrrh, 
of Sharon, the lower slopes of J udaea are illumined with and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaoes" where he 
gorgeous gleams of white, and scarlet, and' golden lilies, dwells in communion with the King .. The presence' of 
whose glory is the most peculiar of all the common aspects Christ gives. fragrance to the life. 
of the country." And further, he speaks of "these beauti- I "As some rare essence in a vase of clay 
ful and graceful flowers". Pervades it with a sweetness not its own; 

Now the Belo¥ed compares His Bride to the lily, but So whr.n Thou dwellest in the human soul, 
the world is comJ!ared to thorns. "As a my among thorns All heaven's own fragrance seems around it 
so is my love." 

thrown." . First: The Lord's o'wn are as lilies for their purity. The 
'beautiful whiteness of the lily may weII serve to symbqlize Fourth: The Lord's own are as lilies for their attractive
the moral excellence of the .Church of Christ. The . ness. The lovely lily attracts the iIJ.nooent child, the 
Christian is like this lovely flower in the eyes of Christ, maidel,1 gathering flowers for the home, and the poet whose 
because justified in His sight. The believer is washed in heart is open to the sacred sweet~ess of nature's symbols. 
His b)lood, and clothed in the stainless dress of His per- \i\Then there are spirits susceptible to beauty, the flowers 
fect righteousness, and so is. pure and white as a lily. No will not be unheeded or unsought. A like attractiveness 
spot can be seen in the righteousness of Christ, it is the is exercised by the pure, the devout, the truly Christ-like 
loveliest dress in all the universe. In this the Christian soul. Some Christians lack in attractiveness, they have 
is robed and thus is as fair as the lily. The Christian is . too much of the '''thorny'' still left in their character . 

• like the lily in purity too because of the tranSformation But real Christ-likeness has a wonderful charm. See the 
wrought by the grace of Christ. He was once a thorn I life of Him Who is the Lily of lilies. How the children 
like the rest of the world, now a new spirit ha:s been put swarmed around Him. How the defiled and sinful long
within him and he has been transformed and made holy. ing for a nobler life were drawn to ;Him! So the measure 
It is said that "the whiteness of the lily is produced by its in which we have the Spirit of Christ shall we be aUrac
reflecting back again all the rays of the light that faII upon tive. Those who share His Spirit, and witness to His 
it, and is' whitest under the fuII blaze of the summer sun". love are 'the lilies in His garden, and He loves to come 
So the Christian soul is lily-like as he reflects the beautiful where they are. I . 

light which shines from the face of Jesus, his Lord. III . 
Second: The Lord's own are as. lilies for their beauty. 'WHAT THE BELOVED DELIGHTS To Do THERE. 

The way in which Thomson in "The Land and the Book" First : He feeds among the lilies. This is a beautiful 
writes of the lily indicates how charmed he was with its thought. Let us remember tha:t the lilies in the Holy 
loveliness. The mind is fashioned so as to recognize and . Land "create around them, by the shadow of their leaves, 
admire that which is beautiful both in the natural and .. in and blossoms, and by the moisture which they attract con
the spiritual realm. There is a beauty, a charm in good- ditions favorable for the growth of other plants less richly 
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endowed". Rich tufts of grass which grow so sparingly 
in Palestine are always found associated with lilies. In
deed, nowhere is the herbage so luxuriant as under the 
shadow of these beautiful and graceful flowers; such 
spots are therefore favourite feedi'ng places for flocks. 
They seek them out as the traveller in the desert seeks out 
the oasis: and they are sure to find sweet and tender grass 
where the lilies are growing. Gazelles delight to feed 
among the lilies. And as the gazelle delights to feed on 
the grass which grows among the . lilies, so the Bride
groom finds His pleasure and His joy in the meekness, 
and gentleness, and heavenly-mindedness,. and beautiful 
influe.nce of His people. He feeds among the lilies. The 
delight of the Lord is found in the beauties of His own. 
In the fresh love of the young Christian, in 9ur siml?le 
zeal, in our childlike trust, our Lord finds profound satIs
faction. Does He find any such joy in me? Do I satisfy 
His longing heart in any degree? Can He feed in the 
garden of my heart and life? I 

Seco~d: He comes 'also to gather lilies. He gath~rs 
them closer. to Himself by many loving ways. Sometimes 
by. sorrow and by earthly loss. He comes too to gather 
them into the presence of His glory. He comes to pluck 
them from the garden here to take them to the Eden above. 
Thus "Enoch was not for God took him". Others were 
"gathered", and "fell asleep in Jesus". One lily after 
another is gathered-gathered to' the Paradise of God. 
And it is beautiful to know that He, the Beloved, the 
Bridegroom of our souls, does .it. Do you dread death? 
Does it fill your thought with dark shadows, and your 
heart with fear? Think of it a~ our text suggests, it is 
the Beloved One gathering His lilies. It is His hand that 
is stretched out to His· own .. His hand that plucks them. 
He hath planted these lilies in His garden.. He hath 
tended them with the most patient care, and clothed them 
with the beauty of holiness; they are entirely His own, so 
now He comes to gather them to His glory and His joy. 
When death is thus viewed who can refrain from shouting, 
"0 death, where is thy sting?" 

. He gathers his lilies as He wills. Some are gathered 
young, and some are aged. "To ~ome death comes like 
a fulfilment---4:o others like the sudden snap of a tiger's 
tooth~ Some die by long drawn agonies; others easily and 
sweetly." But in any case it is not for us to complain. 
The King can gather His own lilies out of His own garden 
surely, without hearing any word of grumbling. He has 
His own reason~ why He gathers this one instead of that. 
In any case He gathers His lilies into His glorified 
presence. "Father I will that they also whom Thou hast 

. given me be with me where I am." Every hour His hand 
is plucking some choice flower for the Paradise above. 
Let us always interpret His action after the highest style. 
His thoughts' are as far above ours as the heavens are 
above the earth. A gardener has given special care to 
produce some beautiful flowers of a choice kind. One 
morning he notices that one of them has been plucked in 
its b~uty. He is annoyed, and full of anger. "Who has 
plucked that beautiful flower?" The master has heen into 
his garden and he has gathered it to wear at some special 
function. The gardener asks no more. He is well COI\

tent, he feels delighted even if the master has plucked that 
flower. 

So when your dear ones are being taken from you, or 
when you feel the hand of death is upon yourself look 
into the face of Him Who comes, and know it is the Face 
of thy Beloved, the Bridegroom of thy soul. His tender 

smile will remove every fear, and will give you a wonder
ing joy that your dear ones or you should be wanted by 
Him. . 

He gathers them to Himself. Those who are gathered 
go "to be with Christ which is very far better." They 
are "absent from the body, and at home with the Lord". 
He wants them to shed their fragrance in the palace of 
the King. I cannot but think of the added sweetness to 
the atmosphere of Heaven by the entrance of 'some ·there. 
What an atmosphere that must be where all who are there 
are the lilies from the garden of God! And our Lord will 
go on gathering lily after lily until He comes in visible 
splendour and gathers unto Himself the whole company 
of His own, and the beauty of their life, and the 
fragrance of their love shall be His intensest joy for ever. 
Will you be amongst them? 

PREACHERS AND PREACHING. 
Nothing is of greater moment ,to a Christian ·Church 

than the message of its preacher, and the manner of 
his preaching. There is much discussion in our day 
touching the orthodoxy of men in the pulpit; bU't 
everY'thing has not been said when it has 'been shown 
that .the subject matter of the prea·cher's message is 
in strict accord with the teaching of Scripture. 

W·e have read ·of certain men being honored by 
being invited, or commanded, tb preach "bef.ore" the 
·king. That is supposed ;to be a great compliment to 
the preacher. Bu.t there are many \ preachers in less 
conspicuous places who are ,content to preach "before" 
their audience. Their sermons rilay be perfectly sound 
and {-U'tI of gospel truth; ,but they are set beior·e their 

,hearers rriuch. as a picture is hung upon the walls of 
a picture-gallery-i,t is there .for inspection and ad
miration: but the preaching is nothing more than the 
hoI-ding forth of a certain aspect "of ° truth. Of all 

. prea·chers who ever spoke for God, our Lord Himself 
was incomparably the greatest. A study of His dis-

. courses preserved for us in the Bible shows that this 
was not His method ·of presenting the truth. Nothing 
is more evident than ,that rt:hose who heard Christ 
preach knew that He was speaking directly ·to them. 
That is to say, He did not preach before them-He 
preached .. to them. When He thundered forth His 
anathemas upon .pharisaical hypocrisy, there was no 

. possibility .of th~ir supposing tha.t He was preaching 
to somebody ·else .than those who were present in His 
audience-"\iV oe 'unt.o you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites !" When Peter preached on the day of 
Pentecost, he did not preach before that great assem
bly, but. to them: "Jesus of Nazareth ... ye have 
taken, and by wi·cked hands have ·crucilfied and ~lain." 
The result of that sort ·of preachirig was, "they wer·e 
pricked in'their heart." Stephen's prea·ching 'was of 
the same order: "Yestiff-necked and uncircumcised 
in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: 
as your fa·thers did, so do ye." When Nathan the 
prophet told his parable to David, he preached before 
the king; when he made his appl'ication, "Thou art the 
man," he preached to the king. . 

We venture to ·enter a plea for ·direct and personal 
p~eading with men: "As though God did beseech you 

(Continued on page 9.) 
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tEbe J arbt~ . &treet ~tilpit 
THE SHOCK TROOPS OF THE ARMY OF THE LORD. 

A Ser~on "by the Bastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 
Pre'ached in J,arvis Street Bapti!\t Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, OctoOOr, 19th, 1980. 

Broadcast from Stati()n CKGW, 690 k.e., 484-8 metres . 
. (Stenogl'aphica:lly RepGrted.) . , 

"And of the Gadites th·ere s'epal1ated themselves unto David into the 'hCJ!ld to. ·the w:i.Iderness men of 
mi'ght. and men of war fit f·or the 'battle, that cO'llld handle shield and buckler, whose faces were like 
the faces of lions, and were as swift as the roe,s' upon tJhe mountains." 

Prayer Before the Sermon. 
o LGrd, we 'thank T·hee that in the 'gospel of . 'Dhy Son 

Thou 'hast anticipated ·Gu·r every need. Thou 'hast so loved 
the world that Thou has.t given' Thine Gnly oSOill to die for 
us, 'and we rejoice· this evening that He was w~unded. for 
our transgressions and bruised for our iniquiti.es. We thank 
Thee· for the Lamb of God 'Who ·taketh awaIY ·the sin of the 
world. We come together in His name Who. died .and ;rose 
again, Who ascended into heaven., ,and W,ho is ·on the right , 
hand. ·of th-e Father, makoing intereassion for u·s. 
~ok upon this camp·any .this evening, we ·pray Thee, in 

Thy ·grace. Have mercy upon everyone of us. Oh, !how 
much we need Thee! Evel"\Y ·one of ;us is in need ·of the 
cleansing. of the· preci-ou"S Blood. We have no o'ther ibope 
toward' God, ·save ·that Jesus died for sinneDs" H-elp illS that 
we may with rejo'icing this .even.ing take th·is great tru·th to 
Gurselves, and believe that our sins have been put away 
thl'O'U!gh the blood of the LOTd J,esu'S' Ohrist. We thank Thee 
for the .sur·e wor·d· of pro·mise·. whi~h Thou hast ·given us. 
We' thank Thee that T:}tou has hl'oken the silence, ·and. he
cause we. could not reach Thee', Thou !hast eondescended to 
us, Thou hast come to us speaking with human ·speech. 
Thou :hast revealed Thyse.Ji to ,us in the pers·on of One Who 
WillS rbone of ·our bone, rand flresh of ·our fl·e·sih; :l)or though He 
was and is God, yet He was and is Man. We have an. Hd.gh 
Priest touched with the f-eeHng of our iIllfirmitie's; who, 
having triumphed ·over His own· temptations, knows' :}tow to 
'succor ,those who are tempted. 

Be pleased, 0 Lord, to look up'Gn this' company of pe·ople 
this ev.ening, and from Thy store-houses .supply our every 
need. . 

We pray for the young men he·re, that such as do not 
Jmow Christ. may make Him their choice. We thank Thee 
that He is the young -man's Sa.vi·oux, that He :}tra·s eome to 
make men indeed. He has announoed His programme. that 
He has come to make men whole. Make all sueh whole this 
evening through faith in Christ Jesus. 

We pra.y especially, to·o, for Thine ·own children, men and 
women who know Christ. We ·desire to be what He has 
planned· we sh·()uld be. W'e want to \00 .better men ;and 
better women. We des·ire' mo:re perfectly ·to show fortrh the 
praises of Him W·ho has called us ·out, of . darkness into His 
marvreUou,s light. We pray that Thou wHt give us ·grace 
this evening, that this service niay ma·rk some p:rog.ress in 
the Ohristian ldfe. 

Blesrs those who he·ar this service whom we do not see, 
the g.reat compallly of thOiSe wh'o listen over the ·air. Bome 
aDe aged. Th·eY have come to the eye·ning ·hour. We· pray 
that ThGU wilt 'be especially near ·to them, :f.or Thou hast 
promised it shall come to pass ·that at evening time 
it srhall be· lighrt. May their lrast day!s' be their 'best d:ays! 

r May those who know' Three, rejoice greatly in Christ their 
Saviour; and if the·re .a;re any whose hairs .are grar who have 

\ grown olel in sin, with ~o knowleli·ge .CJ!f a: SavHlour's love, 
.ere they leave this life for ·ano·ther we oe'seecib Thee, 0 Lord·, 
to . grant that such may be saVied. . 

There are som-e this even,ing who are aftli~ted-, Wlho suffeT 
much pain. Make Thy presence so real to them that they 
will be forgetful of their pain. May Thy word come with 
sweetness. to every such troubled and tried 'soldier of the 
.cross. We 'pray f{)r s·ome who know they cannot get well, 
'for some w.hose Hfe Is ebbing away, who know that it will 
:not be long until they cross the river to the other sride. Bid· 

I Ohron. 12:8. 

them put their hands in Thine, that ,they may be aware of 
Thy nearness, that they may have the assurance, even in 
t.he valley of the shadow, that Th·ou wilt be with them. So 
oomfort all such to-night. 

We pray for the prodigals, fOT some who do not go to. 
church, fGr s·ome who· Ihave not cros·sed the threshold of a 
place ·otf worship for many !& yea.x. For s'ome of them many 
prayers have asoonded ·to Thy tthx·o.ne. They are treasured 
up ·in ·the golden vials wfhiClh are full of incem!e whioh are 
the prayers of s·aints. Remem'ber, 0 God, the prayers Gf fath
ers and mothers who long since, perhaps, have passed beyond 
the veil. Answer tl\.em in the conversion of some who 
in l,onely places will. hear Thy word to-night. Some are 
gathered in homes., deprived of the· privilege of meeting wi1fu. 
the great assembly. Vouchsafe to them the fulfilment of 
Thy promise that where two or 'three ·are gathered' 
in Thy name, there Thou ·art in ·the midst of them. 
Make Thyself known to ·all such this evening, 0 Lord. 
Some will hear ·this word in stran.ge pla.ces,-pe·r!hraps in a 
restaur·ant, ()r in a ·gar~, or in an hotel, somewhere pa"_ 
haps where men d·o ~()t .alWlay,s: speak ·()f God. 0 Holy Spil'lit, 
let the word of truth find lodgment in many :}tearts. How
ever or wherever it may reach men who are in need ·of Christ, 
make this a night of salvation and of grace to all. 

We pray ;lior any .ba.ckslid'ers Wlh() have failed ~n tibeir duty, 
who have :r:Iln away from their task, wfho have walked in 
the counsel ·of th·e unglodly,. Wlho !have been standing now for 
S01J!.·e ~ime in the way ·of sinrners', and: are dn danger of siltting 
dawn m the ·s·ea.t .·of the .scornfut 'I1hou Go<>d Shepherd, call 
them Iback a.grain. Bring ·any wandere'l"S tibere may be 'bac~ 
to T·hYJS:elf. . 

~et ~t pl-eas·e Thee to' ~less e·very messenger of Thine and 
-every ·church whe're ltihe Word' of God is honoured, .and ;here 
the croci·fled and risen rSaViiour is p:roclaimed. Visit u.s again. 
o Lord; s·end to al:l Thy people of ev<ery name, land in every 
clime, a. great spiritual awakening, ,that vhre· . name .Oif Jesus 
'Chri'st may be·glorified everywhere.' • 

'BlestS us now in our merditati<ln, to tJhe ,glory of Thy great 
name. We ask it for the sake of Him Who lovred us and 
gave Himself for us, kmen. ' 

The verse I have read belongs to the period in 
David's hirstory when he. still "kept himself close be
cause of Saul the son of Kish"; when, though the 
anointing oil had been pour~d upon his .head, he was 
not yet recognized or acknowledged as the Lord's 
anointed by the majority in Israel; and when he mani
fested himself to the few as he did not unto the many. 

"Men That Had Understanding of the Times." 
. This period w~s a time of great perplexity in Israel's 

hIstory, when many problems of 'national importance 
and of social urgellcy, cried aloud for solution. That 
day, without doubt, produced its theorists, even as 
doctrinaires 'are produced by the circumstances of our 
day. Som~ t~e,re ~ere, howe.ver, who are described by 
the pen of msplratlOn as havmg "understanding of the 
times, to know what Israel ought to do," These men 
did not waste their energies on secondary matters, but' 

, 
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went at once to the root of all national ills. To them 
the discernment was given to see that the solution of 
all problems consisted in putting the right man up.:>n 
the throne. They argued that' if the Lord's anointed 
were made king, God's pleasure would rest upon him, 
and under his leadership the nation would be brought 
into a condition of national prosperity. They, there-

. fore, bandt;d themselves together "to turn the kingdom 
of Saul to David according to the word of the Lord." 
Among them were the Gadites described in 'the verse 
I have selected as a text. 

The Gospel in the Old Testament. 
Students of Scripture will r·eadily reoognize in David 

a type of our Lord Himself. And if we believe that 
the plan of redemption was not an afterthought, but 
had its birth in the mind of the Eternal before the 
worlds were made; if we believe that the Lamb was 
slain from the foundation of the world; that we ar,e 
redeemed "with the precious blood of Christ, as of. a 
Lamb without blemish and without spot: who verily 
was foreordained before the.' foundation of the world, 
but was manifest in these last times for you, who· by 
him do believe in God, that raised him up fmm the 
'dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and. hope 
might be in God,"-if, I say, we b"elieve this, weI may 
expect to find some pre-intimations of the principle of 
the Incarnation in the Old Testament; and we shall not 
be surpris·ed to' find so large a part. of the Bible taken 
up with the biographies of men who were themselves 
lesser and imperfect incarnations of that great body 
of truth which finds its complete and final revelation 
in Jesus Christ. Hence many of the Messianic psalms, 
which find their fulfilment in the Person of our Lord, 
had their historic basis in the experience of David. 
There is, to say the least, an interesting a'nalogy sug
gested by the' chapter of histo'ry to which this t,ext 
belongs. For as God took away His Spirit from Saul 
and turned the kingdom from him to David, so ulti
mately the god of this world is to lose his dominion, 
and the kingdoms of ~his world are to 'become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ., Not yet is 
Christ universally acclaimed as the Lord's Anointed. 
Still His right to universal pre-emi"nence is challenged; 
and in' this dispensation of grac·e He manifests Himself 
to such as believe on Him as He does not manifest 
Himself to the world. And while our David thus keeps 
Himself close because ,of the spiritual Saul, by the 
attraction of His. personality, by the quickening and 
.directing power of the Holy Ghost, there are those who 
separate themselves unto Christ as the Gadites separ
ated themselves unto David. I want, therefore, to use 
this bit of history to illustrate the characteristics of 
those who are thus called' by divine grace to become 
God's 'instrument in turning the kingdom unto "great 
David's greater Son." . 

, Separated Men. 
The Gadites, then, were SEPARATED MEN. They had 

f.ormerly acknowledged Saul as king and had yielded 
to his authority. Now they separated themselves from 
him unto David, and received orders from David only. 
And Christian discipleship means, nothing less than 
that, to be separated unt'o Christ. It will be vain for 
us to contend for the faith, to insist that the Bible is 
the Word of God, if we do not find in that \Vord the , 

authority by which our own liv,es are regulated. And 
if the church is to be a militant army it must also. be 
separated unto Christ. Nothing is more necessary, in 
our day than that we should recognize in the .church 
the Headship of Jesus Christ. Where this principle 
is applied in the life of the individual and in the life of 
the church, it will effect a wondrous transformation; 
we shall be different from other people. Too generally, 
to-day, the church is governed by worldly standards; 
many of the methods by' which it seeks to accomplish 
its work hav'e been bor1'Owed from men of the wo'rld. 
The church's progress is largely measured by stand
ards related to things visible and temporal. And ·each 
church is accorded its standing, denominationally, by 
the measure in which it conforms to worldly standards 
of value. To be separated unto Christ means to be 
separated from consideration of worldly honour and 
preferment, and to be shut up absolutely to the Word 
and the will of our Lord. 

I 

Sep~rations of the Great War. 

I have a vivid 'recollection of seeing the military 
trains Jeave Charing Cross and Waterloo stations in 
Old London during the ",var. I saw officers and men 
standing on the platform with their wives and children 
and other loved ones abo~t them. And as the warning 
signal was given these splendid men each took his 
wife and his children into his aqns, and often as tears 
streamed down their manly faces bade their loved ones 
good-bye. And after the doors of the carriages were 
closed, and the train began slowly to move out, I have 
seen them stretch out their arms that the wife and 
mother might once more put the baby into the father's 
arms for a parting kiss. In those great days, yes, 
GREAT, though terrible, no one was ashamed to shed 
tears. But why did these men go? ·Was it because 
they did not love their wives and children? Certainly 
not I It was because they loved duty more. And for 
the sake of the world's fr·eedom they separated them
selves even from those they lov,ed the best that, un
hjndered, they might, amid scenes of blood, do their 
utmost to preserve the liberties of the world. And if 
we are to make progress in the work of the Lord the 
same ·principle must be applied, and the same spirit 
must be exemplified. I have observed that in church 
relationships and in denominational affiliations men's 
conduct is often' det'ermined by family and social in-. 
fltiences. Students and professors who themselves are 
pel'sonally loyal to' <;:hrist spring to the defense of some 
professor who denies all.the essentials of the Christian 
faith, just because they like the man., . 

Put Christ Before Friends. 

The time has come,' my brethren, when we must 
separate ourselves unto Christ, when we must put our 
loyalty to Him before denomination, or church, or 
school,-yes, indeed, before wife and family, and be
fore life itself. Jesus meant nothing less' than this 
when he said: "Whosoever therefore shall confess me 
before men him will I confess also before my Father 
which, is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me 
before men, him will I also deny before my Father 
which is in heaven. But ,whosoever shall deny me 
peace on ·earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 
For I am come to set a man at variance against his 



, 

October 23rd, 1930 TIlE GOSPEL WITNESS (343) 7 

father, and the .daughter against her mother, and the 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a 
man's f.oes shall be they of his own household. He 
that loveth father or mother more thanl me is not 
worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than' me is not worthy of me. He. that findeth 
his life shall lose 'it: and he that loseth his lif.e for my 
sake shall find it." 

The Principle of Paul. 

It was by this principle the Apostle Paul. became the 
. chiefest 'Of all the apostles. He was '!separated unto 
the gospel of G:hrist". I have 'never read of any critic 
who put a low estimate upon Paul's influence. Indeed, 
he is singled out fer special attack; and there are those 
who contend that the gospel according to Paul is quite 
different from that \Yhich was preached by Jesus. 
'Friend and foe will admit that he'was a man 'Of a high 
degree of intellectual culture, that he was a man of 
great natural powers, of mass,ive mind, and one whose 
powers had been trained and disciplined to the utmost. 
There was a time when he thought with hims·elf that 
he ought to do many things contrary to the name of 
]iest,ls of Nazareth. But to what extent did he separate 
hims,elf unto Chr,i'st when he learned that J esu!? was 
the Son of God? Let him answer himself: "For the 
weapons of 'Our' warfare ar'e not ·carnal, but mighty 
t}1rough God to the pulling down of stropgholds; ca,st
ing down imagination and every high thing that exalt
eth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing 

'into captivity every thought to the obedience of 

have to ,exchange the comfort of a safe neutrality, and 
the immunity of ~n anaemic irenics for the trench and 
dug-out of. the soldier in the field. 

Men of Might. 
Once more: These Gadites are descri~d as men 

of STRENGTH-"men of might." And I should like 
here to caU your attention to one peculiarity of David's 
r~ign. There were periods in Israel's history each of 
which was dominat'ed bv some one man. In Abraham's 
clay ther~ was no one who ·could be me~sured with him. 
Joseph, too, stood alone in the ministry tQ which he 
was ordained. In the days of Moses there were few 
men of might; even Aaron displayed great weakness, 
and -only Cale"b and Joshua were to be compared in 
any degree with their great lawgiver. But David's day 
was a day of mighty men. We read a long list of "the 
mighty men whom David had" who "attained not" to 
"the three mighties." David did n6t make institutions, 
he made men. He WaS endowed with a peculiar power, 
and had the ability to inspire other men with his own 
heroic spirit. And that, ,I v'enture to believe, is the 
programme of the gospel. In the beginning, God said': 
"Let us make man." The programme of the church is 
to remake men by the power of God. The mQdern 
passion for 'Organization in religious matters, for the 
building of gr'eat institution\s, and of great ecclesiastical 
machines in which the ind~vidual is to be subordinated, 
and,indeed, sacrificed to the institution, or 'Organiza
tion, is the very opposite of the programme of the New 
Testament. . 

Christ." Thus in the intellectual, as in aU other realms, Make Men, Not Institutions. 
Paul made Jesus Lord. And only as we make Jesus One of the greatest obstacles in the 'way of reform 
Christ Lord. in the realm of the intellect, as in aU other iln· the Baptist Denomination is just here. Baptists 
departments of life, shall we be fitted to serve him in are in danger of ceasing to be individualists. The 
this holy 'war. independence of the local church is menaced on aU 

The Christian Church has come to a place analogous hand's, and men are expected, and indeed r'equired to 
to the military situation in France in March, 1918. N ot suppres~ their individualities, even to the ·extent of 
until aU units of the Allied armies were made subject stifling conviction, and stultifying themselves in the 
to the control 'Of one master-mind did we obtain the' interests of an organization or an institution. I desire 
victory. And the great need of the hour in' every , this ev,ening, my brethren, to call you back to the 
Christian church as in the life of ev,ery believer, to-day, simplicity of the New Testament, and to remind you 
is that Jesus Christ should be recogniz,ed as Lord. that what ,our Lord.Jesus needs-if I may reverently 
When thus we have unity of command, we shall have speak of His needing anything-in this hour of crisis, 
victory. is not gre,at institutions but great men. Men of might 

are needed to press the "battle to the gate. Why did 
Jesus asc,end on high and receive gifts for men? Why 
were the gifts hestowed upon the Church? F,or this 
purpos,e: "For the perfecting 'Of the sa,ints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the 'edifying of the body 'of 

, Paying th:e Price. 

Again: These were MEN WHO DID NOT HESITATE TO 
MAKE GREAT SACRIFICES. They "separated themselves 
unto David into the hold to the wilderness." Those 
who were gorgeously appareUed, and lived delicately, 
were in kinKS' courts. Only the heroic spirits who 
were willing'to surrender every consideration of per
sonal comfort foUowed the Lord's anointed into the 
field. And the same spirit of sacrifice is necessary in 
the Christian Church to-day. I heard one say some 
years ago that the greatest enemy of the Christian 
Church to-day i,s the love of comfort. Personally, I 
would rather have a soap-box fQr 111Y pulpit and the 
curbstone for my platform, with absolute freedom to 
declare the whole counsel of God, than be pastor. 'of th'e 
richest church'in the worl'd. with such freedom denied 
me. Our Lord suffered withQut the camp, and we 
must foUow Him, bearing His reproach, going with 
Him even "into the hold t9 the wilderness." We shall 

, Christ: till we all come itl the unity of the faith', . and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, .unto the measure 'Of the stature of the fulness. of 
Christ." And why is it necessary that we should be 
men of might? Let me continue the·qu<;ltation: "That 
we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
s.lei;5ht o~ men, an? cunning cra~tiness, whereby· they 
he m walt to deceIve; but speakmg the truth in love, 
may grow up into him in all things, which is the head 
even Christ: from whom the whole body fitly joined 
together and compacted by that which every joint. 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the 
measure of eye'ry part, mak'eth. increase of the body 
unto the ,edifying of itself in love." 



8 (344) THE GOSPEL WI;rNESS October 23ro. 1930 

Men of War. 
Our text tell us that these men of war were to 

be SOLDIERs-"men of war fit for the battle." Every 
true Christian will discover that the Christian life is a 
warfare. The New Testament abuunds with teaching 
to this effect ; and every line of it is borne out by uni
versal Christian I experience. Weare admonished to 
"put .on the whole armour of God," for the reason that 
"we wrestle not, against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darknes.s of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places." 

Real War. 
Those who contend for the faith must be prepared 

for war.' It is really no longer a question whether 
there shall be war between Modernism and Evangdi
ca~' Orthodo:x;y.; the only question is whether the war 
shaH be aU on one side, for ¥odernism is makipg war 
on every fundamental of the faith. Most of us here 
know that it is a real war; it is a war which has super
human powers behind it; it is a war which has behind 
it all the resourcefulness of the pit. There is no ques~ 
tion as to who leads the forces of Mo·dernism. You 
will have no difficulty in identifying him as the one 
who was "a murderer from the beginning, and abode 
not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for 
he is a liar, and the father of it." ~ do not exagger~te 
when I say that the deceptions in which Germany 
prov·ed to be so expert, and the mental reservations of 
Jesuitism, are the stock-in-trade of those, who fight in 
the modernist ranks. 

"Vhat then shall our answer be to Modernism's 
declaration .o·f war? There -can be Ibutone asnwer. 
Weare res-olved that we will not Burrender the faith 
once for aU deliver·ed to the saints. 

Men Who Are "Fit"-for What? 
, But these Gad-ites are described as being "fit for the 

battle." In the beginning of the Gr·eat War, in Canada, 
rus I suppose in other countries, the physical standard 
for army recruiting was very high; it was a standard' 
to which many men who supposed they were physi
cally sound were unable to attain. And even to the 
end .of the war the standard of physical fitness was 
high, because it was recognized as useless to spend 
time and money on training and transport,ing to the 
front men who were not fit for the battle. What is 
the weakness· of the modern church? Just this: that 
the New Testament' standard for measuring recruits 
has been lower·ed, and people have b,een rec·eived into 
the, church as though they were registering for attend
ance at a summer picnic, instead of enlisting for active 
service in a great war. 

Recruiting Standards. 

If you believe. nothing; or if you believe what you 
believe but half-heartedly; if what you believ·e i's of so 
little value to you that it is not worth fighting for; or 
if what you hold to be true to-day you hold so loosely 
that you cannot be sure you will not believ·e the 
opposite to-morrow, you are welcome to go where you 
can be at home. I desire to act this evening as a 
l'ecruiting agent toO call to t'h,e colours all men of might, 
who are men of war fit for the battle. 

I must, however, pause to enquir.e how this war is 
to 'be conducted. In the first place, let me say it must 
be conducted as a war. Our business is to fight. 

· Theodore Roosevelt once said: "There may often 
· be justification for not fighting at aU. There can never 
be justification for fighting feebly." 

What About Neutrals and Pacificists? 
We shall, however, be car·eful al.ways to distingtlish 

between foes and friends. V\T e do not pl'Opose to call 
down ofir,e from Heaven upon those who do not walk 
with us, if so be we find them casting out the devils' 
of Modernism in Christ's Name. W,e shaH endeavour 
a1so to be patient with neutrals. It must be recognized 
that as some nations were long in waking uP' to the 
world's peril at the time of the Great War, so there 
are some sections of the Christian Church who, while 
themselves loyal to Christ, have not y'et realized to 
what ·extent the very'fpundations of the faith are being 
attacked. We must ·exercise ev,ery care in dealing 
with such. 

Our greatest danger is the religious pacifidst; the 
man who while professing to believe the principles .of 
evangelica.1 orthodoxy yet insists that it is wrong to 
contend for them. Lessons learned in the Great VVar 
should prove useful to us in this mighty confli~t. 

. A Word to Neutrals. 
May I venture to pause a moment to address a word 

to religious neutrals? May I, with all respect, ask 
them how they can' reconcile their neutrality with 
loyalty to Christ? Do they not know that His virgin 
birth, His essential Deity, His vicarious atonement, 
His bodily l'esurrection, and His personal second ad
vent, are all being denied? Is it not time that some 
great body of believer,s should riseL and say to the I 

forces of Modernism, "You shaU not pass?" May I 
ask our neutral brethren further. what attitude they 
are going to aSSll;me toward us? 'Vhat hav·e we done 
to incur your displeasure? Let me beg of you, for 
your own sakes just as much as for ours, do not join 
hands with the foe against those who would contend 
for the faith. \Vill you put loyalty to the institution or 
to the organization with which you are c.onnected 
before loyalty to Christ? 

A Trained Army. 
It is to be observed', a1so, that these Gadites 

· were MEN OF SKILL. "They could handle 'shield and 
buckler." They were thoroughly trained in the art of 
war. When the Great War began Lord Kitchener 
immediately proposed that the British Government' 
sh.ould count on 'at least three y·ears of war, and begin 
to train its armies with that in view. A real ar:my 
cannot be trained in a month or two. Therefore, we 
must prepare for a long war. We must get back to 
the ·exercise of a teaching ministry. vVe must train 
our young people to distinguish between the precious 
and the vile. "Thy truth," said the Psalmist, "shall 
be my shield and buckler." And only as the rank and 
file of the army of the Lord, as well as its official 
leaders, are trained in the use bf the sword of the 
Spirit, and have their loins girt about with 'truth, shall 
we be able to offer an effective resistance to the foe. 
I believe the Bible its·elf is the best answer to aU the 
heresies of the day. Let us train our people in an 
understanding of the Word of God itself. Let us 
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magnify God's Word, and give it the first place in 
our ministry. Let us hav,e done with ministering to 
itching ears, if we have ever attempted it. Others may 
be ldt to 'look after municipal politics, and the fads 
and fashions of the dav: be it our business to drill our 
people in the use of the Sword. 

"F,aces Like Lions." 

. Th~ese men, moreover, had faces like lions. r am not 
now pleading for ferocity; for we must be gentle 
toward all men, tender, and solicitous for the welfar,e 
of human souls. At the same time there is need for 
men 'of libnlike character. For only such men can be 
lik,e unto their Master. I know He is the Lamb of 
God; but He is also the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 
I know that He was infinitely gracious toward men 
and women who were sinners; but upon those who 
perverted the Word of God and made it of none effect 
through their traditions, the vials of His wrath were 
poured: There are still to be found sentimental people 
who will petition for clemency on behalf of a murderer, 
who seem utterly destitut~ of sympathy for his victims. 
And there are to be found many orthodox brethren 
who ~re extremely .car,eful of the feelings :of 'heretical 
professors and pr,eachers, Who seem to have no care 
for the souls whom they ar,e leading. astray. Jesus 
cleansed the temple with a whip of cords, 'and we 
ought to I do the ,same. Toward those who :offend one' 
of the little ones who beli,eve in Christ we should be 
as 'a lion robbed of her .·whelps. And while gentle 
toward all men as ~;uch, toward the heresies which 
Modernists teach we ought to assume the ·attitude of 
Israel toward the Canaanites, and the Hivites, and the 
Perizzitis, and the .T ebusites, and all the other inhabi

,tantsof that land of promise-let us "slay utterly." 

• 
Religious Mobility. 

These men were "swift as the r0·es upon the moun-. 
tains." An army's effectiveness largely dep,ends upon 
its mobility. We shall do well to remember that the 

. King's business r.equireth haste. \Ve ought to hav·e 
begun long ago. But being late, we shall have to make \ 
up for lost time. The time to begin a good day's work 
is ~hen the day begins. Let us make up our minds 
that we will be swift as "the roes upon the mountains"; 
that as -the Allies in the Great War pressed into their 
service everv kind of instrument that would contribute 
to the mobility of their armies, so let us s'eek a holy 
inventiveness, in order that, if we .cannot run like 

. Ash,aheI, we may at least be caught away by the Spirit 
of the Lord as Philip wa.s, that we may be always 
found in the place where we are needed. 

The Maker of Men. 

How shall all this be done? These Gadites were not 
mighty men in the beginning. What sort of' men. were 

material of which to make mighty men. Pder quails 
befor,e the question of a servant girl, but later stands 
in the pres·ence of t~e murderers of His Lord and 
charge~ them with His crucifixion. The lesson is that 
we shall be mighty only a-s God is with us. "The 
weapop.s of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God." Therefore, while we take. unto our
selves the whole armour of God, we must remember 
that the -mightiest of all weapons is that of' pray,er, 
wherewith we summon reinforcements from the skies. 
"N ~t by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 'saith 

,the Lord of hosts." With our David as Captain of the 
Lord's hosts let us' set the battle in array in the con
fidence that we shall be made to shout, "Thanks be to 
God, which gi~eth us the victory through our' Lord· 
Jesus Christ." 

THE ATTRACTION OF CHRIST. 

Among .the sev·eral wonders of the loadstone, this is 
. not the J.east, that it will not draw gold nor pearl, but, 
despising these, it draws the iron to it, one.of the most 
inferior metals: thus Christ leaves the angels, those 
noble spirits, the gold and the pearl, and he comes to 
poor sinful man, and draws him into his embraces. 
-Thomas Wa~son. 

PREACHERS AND PREACHING. 
(Continued from page 4.) 

by us: .we pr.ay you in Christ's stead, be -ye reconciled 
to God." Let it ·be remem'bered th~t the appHcation 
of ,the sermon to those who hear is just as imp0rtan:t 
as the subject matter of the sermon itself. Years ago 
a friend told us that he heard on a memorable Sunday 
Dr. Joseph Parker and C. H. Spurgeon. He heard Dr. 
Parker in the morning and greatly admired the -ser
mon. But he said through it all one was given the 
impression that ,the great preacher was preaching not 
only to those in the building but to many outside, so 
that the individual hearer felt himself to ,be.a very un
important member of the congregation. In the eve
'ning he heard Spurgeon preach to a great multitude . 
of people; but he !,?aid before the great preacher had 
been speaking for five -minutes he forgot all about the 
great' audience and aH the accompaniments of the 
wonderful service'; he forgot even the people who were 
sitting beside hiorn, and felt that he was ,the ,only man 
'in the wo!;'ld, and that the preacher had been especially 
sent of God to talk to his heart and. conscience. And 

... they? "And ,everv one that was in distress, and every 
one that was in debt, and everyone that was discon:· 
tented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became 
t;aptain over them: and there were with him about 
four hundred men." David had the power to make 
men mighty. Under the inspiration of his example that. is real preaching I For lasting re'sults i,t ·were bet-
these men became invincible. And that is a parabJ.e ter to preach to one than to preach before many 
and a prophecy. Our Lord Jesus can take the poorest., thou-s-ands.-(T. T. S.) 
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337 Jarvis Street, Toronto, Canada.' 

"WE HAVE AN UNPARALLELED 
OPPORTUNITY FOR ADV ANCE

MENT."~Rev H. L. Davey. 
Our ilIJoble missi()nary, Rev. H. L. 

Dave,y, who, with his wife, is w()rking 
in Libeda., declares .that amidst abound
in'g sin, and with adversaries ready to 
oppose, our mission ha's ".an unparalleled 
opportunity for advancement". We give 
herewith 'parts of recent letters received 
from the field. 

, '~Sometimes. I am afraid! our letters seem 
very uninteresting, 'but, of c'ourse, in the 
dry season ·our wor.k picks up, and tihen 
we get around :to the various villages 
and mee·t with the people. In this way, 
we get in s·ome good pI!XS()nal work, 
which, to my mind, is the chie'f work 
in this mbe, f'Or, if we wait for the 
people to come to 'IlS, we shan ·wait a 
long time. They like .us t-o visit them; 
a.nd ()n:ce the farm sea.son is over and 
the rains. fini'shed, we shaJI devote· a 
gre'at deal of 'our ,time to this work." 

"Last .Sunday we had a .good crowd 
in church. Mr.s. Davey is still 'going 
S'trong' with the Sunday School. Her 
way of spea.king to these children ap
pea.:ls to them. She usually has some 
object lesSQn in which the children can 
take' part, and through which she cam. 
ask ,many questions. T·he boys and girls 
are taking a real. interest, and it is' sur
prising . the answers they can give to 
questions .put to· ·them." 

Do~ at Upper Buchanan. 
"I was d'ow:n at the Upper Buchanan 

Ohureh (sQ'llnds rather pal'a.d()xic8l1, 
'down a.t the upper');. the f()Ik down 
thel'e seem to enjoy' my simJPle mes-

W. GORDON BROWN, Editor. 

on the Mis·sion. 'Dhe motorcycle has 
made it possirble f()r mlE!' to go in and out 
occasionaIly. I:f we can stir up the young 
men, we may be able to help develotp 
,a pure ministry, and from ;this draw 
our fu,ture evangelists fo·r in;f;e~ior 'York 
in oonjuncti()·n w~"th. .our W/hite wbTk
ers." . 

Regions Beyond. 
"I am looking forward to being' BIble 

to open up a station in the interior as 
soon as Y'O'Il s'ay we can,' and ·as SO()n 
as we sec1ll"e' the' Government'·s permi-s
si()·n to do-so'; but rememJber, that the 
interio!l.' station will Ibe an expensive pro
position as fa.r as gettiIi.g in su.pplies is 
concerned. This will have to be taken 
into consider.ation, and wh'Oever is left 
in charge of :that station, will need s,ome 
extra alIow.a.nce for transporta.tion, et 
eetera. . . . We are keen to advance. 
We must a·d.vance if we are :to ~eep out 
the e·rror -of Rom'e 'and the oU<psetti.ng 
doctrines .of Seventh Day Adventi·sm; 
and we will adv.ance if the friends at 
hom'll, 'by prayer and sacrifice, support 
us. O!Pportunity is knocking at our 
doors:, souls are dying with()llIf; knO'W
ledg~ ·of IChrist, the d·oor is wide open 
now; but d'elay i-s fatal, bec8JU.S'e if these 
othe; folk get in first, we shall have 
dUliculty with the' Government in secur
ing land. We have an unp'araIleIed op
portunIty rOor adv.amcement IllS' far as the 
pleople and the Government are can
cerned. B()·thJ are anx·io.ll!s fOT us to go 
inland: The rest .remains wi,th you in 
the homeland. Your W1Q·rkers 'Me will
ing to ·go. What is y~ur answer?" 

• * • • 
sages, and as la.st Sunday was their CROWDS AT FAIRBANK. 
national Fla.g Day, I was invited to,be 'Dhe .sund'ay Sehool registration at 
the special preacher--quite an honour, Fail'lbank Bap,tist Church, after a thor
when y()U knO'W how they 4islike ·the ough revision, records two hund'red and 
white folk. I took f'Or my text Isaiah 11, eighty names and Sunday, Sep,tembe'r 
V1erse 10: 'An ensIgn of ,the people'. We 12th the atte~dance at the regular ses
h;a.d a Liberian s'ena.tor, a repre'senta- s1'On' was two hundred and thirty, which 
~Ive of the House,. 'a.nd one eX-!lenator I is the best in the history of this sehooo!. 
m the c'ongregatIon. I partIcularly That Sunday was the ibeginning of P·as
stl'~,s.sed the ne~d of .purity in f8;miI¥" tor J. F. Holliday's Mth year in the 
polItIcal 'and narti'onal hfe. Immorahty IS pa.s,torate of F·ail'lbank Ohul'Ch. At the 
the eUl"s'e'.()f the colop.l'ed r,a.ce·, yo(}U know, evening service it W!lS hIs ,great joy 
a'l'ld I Ibeheve· G~d WIll use our mess'ag.es. to ba.ptizoe six candidates, to preach to 
After the serVIces, the repre.sen~tIve a congregati'on that s·everely taxed the 
came 1lIP and ,thanked me f()r the stralght- seating capacity .of the building., and to 
fo!ward way I had s.poken. of these have nine respond to the invitation, one 
thmgs. .I.learned that ~,e hImself was of ·them for baptism, one f()T oo'l'lsecra-
a PU~e-hvlllg .gentleman·. ti'on and. the rest for s'alv.ation. This 

Sin Abounds. ehu~h 'must at once get more chairs to 
aecoonmodate the lPoople w.ho(} attend the 

"Even among ~rofeS'sing Christians, .. tr f·t t· t 
ministers tncluded, there. is the sin .of mlDlS y 0 I s· energe IC pas or. 
immorality, but some of the people ~e / • •. • • 
just crying out for the Troth. Pray 
that this d{)'or may be kept ·open if it Is REVIVAL AT PAPINEAUVILLE .. 
His will, for, oh, h()w they need know-' Tbe student-pastor 'of the. Bap?st 
ledge of God and His W()rd. They are Churohesat St. Amedee, Pa'lllPID?Buvl'lle 
fuU of iiorm and cerem()ny, ibut their I and the :Gore, Quebec, hIllS', durmg. the 
lives ·belie rtheir testim()ny. Thi.s work past summer, Ibeen M~. W. L. HIsey. 
in no way detracts ·from my chief work Since May !he has rej-oiced to see many 

sig.ns of God's blessing U!POn the work. 
Last June, at the Gore, he had the joy 
of lea.ding a young lady lIlo the Lord, 
and the next month ·another at Papineau
ville. In Au·gust, one youn,g. lady was 
bap'ti~edat St. Amedee. Throo·ghout. 
a.ttendance at church servi·ces' and prayer 
meetings was good, but it was best dur
ing the speciaI ca.mJPa.ign ()f recent days. 
The Scotch Line Pastor, Mrr. Roy Hisey, 
was invited by his :brother to help him 
with me'etings Ibeginning on Septemiber 
10th and oontinuinjg thl"ough October 
5th. Increal;ling attendance I()UJtdi,d any
thi'l'lg that ()Ido residents' could remember. 
Deepening interest ibr'O'1lght eight pro
fessi'ons of :fia,ith in Ohrislt. One young 
lady wa.s conv-erted .the first Sunaay 
evening of the campai'gn, four other 
Y'Oung people walked the aisle the s'ee
ond Monday nig'ht, and six .more the fol
lowing ThuDSd:ay. Others claim to 
have :been saved in .the mele,tings, who 
did not· pulbliely declar.e' themselves. 

On Tuesday, the 7th, a ba.ptismal ser
vice was held 'in ·Buckingham Ohurch, 
when six were immersed on professi·on 
()f fra.ith. Pastor R. Hisey pre'aehed that 
evening so as to touch deep'ly those wJJ.o 
heard him. 

And now shall ~. no,t !pray that those 
w,ho have been brought to Christ and 
ba.ptized, and thJa,t others who have e!X
pressed their desire for baptism, togeth
er with ()lder ChriSltians, may be· kept 
by the power of God· during' the' se'as{)n 
of the yea.r when the RUlblic testimony 
of the Gaspel 'on this iilild is given up. 

• . * * * 
BAPTISMS AT ESSEX. 

Some· three weeks ago a re-mrarkalble 
-baptismal ·service was held at Essex, 
Rev. F. W. Dyson, <pastor. AJlll'ong the. 
eight candida.tes, some' hJa.V'e alttended 
this ehiureh for a long ti'me and been 
the· sU'bjects, ,of much p·rayer, while 
()thers are new ,Christi-a·ns. Wednesday 
evening, Octolber 16th, was !the <J'C.Ca·sion 
of a baptismal -servioe f'O'l." a numlber 
more. The Sunday preceding, Rev. C. J. 
Loney was the anniversary prea.cher of 
great mess8lgeB to large crowdis. 

• • * * 
PROGRESS AT WESTBORO. 

Since Rev. Donald Fr.aser iblecame,pia:s
tor of Wesrbboro Ch'lll'\C'h 1ast J'Ilne, there 
has -been an increase in :the work all 
around. Five bJave projl6ssed faith in 
Ohrist, eight have ibeen !baptized and 
received into the ehiurch, and eleven have 
bee·n accepted' ,on experi:ence; a total m 
nineteen additions to the membership. 
The Cihurch hIllS a f.orwal'd look. 

* * • • 
HERE AND THERE. 

The Pastors' and Peo'P~e's' Conference 
leld in Hespeler, last Tuesday, although 
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ELYRIA, OHIO. not as' weH at-~;W·ed as its meetings usu
aHy are, on ,accOlUnt of ·the Convention 
next week, was neventh.eles:s a .time of 
spiri-tu,al red:resihing. At the evening se·r
vice the message 'Of Rev. W. J. H. Bl'own 
was broad casted. 

75th ANNIVERSARY 'OF FINGAL 
CHURCH. 

Tlhe 75th .A,nnivers.ary of the Flingal During the Pastor's month o-f "vaca:-
Regular .Baptist Ohurch was celebr,a.ted .ion" he preaC'hed twenty-ei'ght timeso! 
.the week of October 5tih with Rev. F. D:r. R. J!l. Neighbour visited this church 
W .. Mesley and Rev. James .MeGinlay as dm.ing that time, and held a Bible con
special speakers. These services meant ference. The audience filled ;the buiJd
much to the community where Rev .. ing each nigtht, and at one lof the e~os
GeCTg·e ,Creagh, pas·tor ·of t:h.e F,ing,aJ ·and ng services those present saw fifty or 
Shedden churches, la,bors so faithfull~. more young" people Ig'O forward definitel~ 

Pastor T. E. Su.m:mle·rs is doing a fine 
work in Hespeler. The attendance novi 
i's lar.gely made' liiP o()f ptOOple who have 
CO'IIle to the church since he 'became 
pastor. The Sunday evening service is 
broadcast over ·CKPC, Pve'stan, each 
week. 

In reporting on the Fingal wol"~, Ito consecrate themse[ves to :the Lord's 

Rev. G. F. Watts: has resig.Ilied the 
pRlStorate of Springfield and Brownville 
Baptis.t ,Churches. Rev. H. S. Benne1lt 
has also· resig:ned the pas.torate of the 
Otterville 'and Rosanna Churches. 

Pastor ICreagh remarks that the labou:r worik 
of love co.ntribu'ted by f.aiothf.ul men and . 
women cannot he es·timated. Tlhese 
members' .gave themselves to 1lhe work Q 

* 
I 

* * • 
BUTLER, PA. of .redecOll"ating 'and remodelling the 

chureh almost every day f·or ten week.s. 

* * * • A communi.ty m'eetin,g l"ecently ur.ged 
Rev. W. F. Mesley to :remain with the' HAPPY HOURS AT CHATHAM. 
Sou·th Zorra ,Church and he has decided Rev. W. N. Charlton, PastCT' o-f the 
so to do. Chatham Re,guiar. Baptist Churclh Ih.a.s 

Rev. A.' J. Milligan is 'supplying at once agalin started the populiill' "Happy 
Immanuel Ba1>tist Ohurch, Hamilton. Hour" meetings for boys and gids. At 

Rev. E. Hancox and 'his wife are en- the fivst meeting of the faH and winter 
joying gre·atly the work at Willowdale·; months, !there were a.t least ·sdx !hundred 
and Rev. J. H. Peer is beIng very heartily in attendance. The name, address' ·and 
received in Oxfo:rd Street, W'Oodstock. age o-f ea.ch child is ·taken and a.n en

* * *. * 
JAMAICA. 

Rev. O. T. J'ohnSoton has accepted the 
pastorate ·of. the Par.ad.ise Sphell"e, Par
ish of Clarendon, J'amaica, to· ibegin his 
pastorate of the four chuTc~es there on 
Novemlber 1st. Prayer is: Illsk'ed f·or 
continued ble'ssi'llg on this fi·eM where 
Mr. Johnston has been holding special 
services. 

* • '. * 
A HAPPY OCCASION. 

T,boe wedding of Miss Nellie Gray 
Summers· to Rey. Alfred C. Whitcombe. 
on Wednesday, OctOlbe'r 15th, in Jarvis 
Street Baptist'Church, was a very happy 
occasion f-or the large numheT who· at
tended th'e -service. We· lwe sure that 
Mr. Whi·tcomlbe will fiaId in his bride a 
hel,pmee·t· f.or his work in Barrie and 
elsewhere. 

* • .* • 

ANNETTE. 
Dr. Olive Clark, of our Seminary, was 

the special speaker at an enthusiastic 
Rally Day Service at the Annette Street 
Sunday School, on Sunday, Se,p-tember 
28th. Past,o·r BrO'WnadJInin~'!!Itered. the 
ordinance of bapti·srm tha,t da·y also. 

* * * * 

tranoe to the home's' soon esta:blislhes a 
contact which res,ults :in interest. 

oOhurches :should remember tlhat Mr. 
Ghadton is the Bible SCihool Represent
ative Of the Union ·of Regular Baptist 
Churches 'of Ontario and Quebec a.nd is 
RvaHable for PastOTs' and People's C()on
ference Meetings, Associationa! Meetings 
and Bible Sch-o'ol Rallies. 

The Annual Meetin.g ·of ·the 'Chatiham 
Church has just been held a.nd the 
Pastor rep·oTlts that i:t was more like a 
prayer and Praise service than a husd
ness meeting. 'I1he people have shoulder
ed ·1:iheir bUl"den j.()oyfully and JO'()Ik for
ward to ~reater servieoe in the comiIllg 
ye·ar. All repo.rts we·re enc·ouragang ·and 
~howed that thechJ.1rch is s,tea.dily gain
mg .ground in all departments. 

* ... * ... 

OHIO NEWS. 
CEDAR SPRINGS. 

Pastor E. R. HiJI recently baptized 
eight pers-ons, twenty..;five having been 
baptized during the past year. The Bible 
School 'has more !Vhan dOUlbled in atte'nd
anee'during the p'ast year. A y·ear ago 
the aver-age attend·ance was re1>orted as 
sIxty-e·ig·ht, while this year -the average 
w.as given as 144. A Ladies' Chorus and 
an' Orehe'stra have' recently bee·n or·gan
ized. 

* * * ... 
HIA"\yATHA STREET, .ST. THOMAS . LOWELL . 

Pasto·r W. H. Dynes i·s being blessed I ... 
of the Lo'rd in his work with the The 'Yo:r:k at th!:s newly :t;eorganolz.ed 
brethren of Hiawatha Street Church, St. ~:hureh ~s pl"ogressmg .splendldJ.y. Dur
Thomas, OntariQ. :Jj:vidence· of this may Lng" ·~he m;onJth of September, .seven were 
be' seen in. the increased 'attendance at r.ece~ved mto the II!-em:bershlp ·on eo·n
preaching services, the spirit' of prayer feslslon, two '~y baptIsm, 'and there were 
in the .gatherings for intercession two ;b~ree converSIOns. Twep.ty-t'hree convl;lr
and three times a week and the interest smn-s were reported dur11llg the past year. 
in the open.air with' the diSotri'bution of I Bro. A. J. lJjo()olsema, lay preacher, is in 
tvacts and .gaspleLs. 'Dhree years ago- tlhe C'huge of the work here. ' 
Sunday School at tnis church began with . ... * * • 

. In spite of :the business depre.ssi,on, 
Butler Churcl1 has dlOne more in il:ihe year 
ending July 31st, for .missions ~ha~ in 
any ·precedin·g year, total contribuboons 
fvom this church 'of !f'our hundred and 
thirty~three members reachi:ng $4,9-11.20. 
During the y,ea,.r forty-two rneTIllbers 
wel"e received, thirty-two of .them by bap
tism. 

* • * ... 
MICHIGAN NOTES. 

ASSOCIATIONAL MEETING. 
T.he. twentY-'8ec'ond annual I meeting. ¢ 

the Grand' Rapids Ass()ciation of Regular 
Baptislt Churcl1es convened- ·at the Berean 
Ohur'ch, Grand Rapids, 'Septem'ber 30th 
to OclOOber 2nd. The total re'gistra.tion 
wa's 410, .of which :thirty-three were :pa~
tOTs,' ninety-three were rnesse!l!gey.s.' SIX 
<vere missi'onaries, and 27'3 were VI'sltors. 
The chiurehes of the as-soci8ltioon rep,Oorled 
324 baptisms fo()r the· 'Year, an i~crease of 
tinety-one over the precedm,g . ye'ar. 
Wealthy S,treet ·Church reported nmety
seven hapti·s.ms; ICalvary Chu.:reh reported 
tlhir,ty; and' the Cedar Sp;mgs O~urch 
s,tood third wilth twenty-fIve baptiSo~'. 
The twenty-seven churches re~or~mg 
gave a tota~ ·of $29,477.00 f·or mlSSliOns 
last year. The Ass·ociati-on acoo.pted ~he 
invi.tation ()of Berean Church to me~ wilth 
them again next year. The foUowmg of
ficers. were e,lected: M·oderatoT, Rev. Wrm. 
HeiI.dle~ Grand Rapids; Vice-Mod'er~or, 
Rev. I. Van Wes:tenbru:g.ge, ·Grand Ra.p
ids. Clel"k . Rev. C. A. Minot, Newa;yg·o; 
Tr~asurer: Mr. H. A. Lyons, Gran,d Rap
ids. 

Rev. H.· C. Fu1ton, .f·or:m·erly :p'astor of 
BeTean 'Church, and now pastor of the 
Firslt Gh'llrch, oBuiffaloO, N.Y., and' al500 
president of the Baptist. Bib.le ~ni,on of 
'lorth AJIn·e.'l"ica, gave an ms,plrational ad; 
lores.s on each evening' of the three' d·a,ys 
session. Rev. and Mr,s. Will!-. ~. Stro~g, 
of the So.Miers' Gos·pel Mllsslon, Chl~e, 
and Mr.s. W'oyd P-eltel'lson, o~ Oochm, 
China told -of the 'Work .in theIr r·es.pec
tive ~()ullItries. %e work a.mong the 
Jews of New Yo:rk 'City was presented 
by Mr. J o·s. H. Cohen. 

an attendance of thirteen but.' now their 
enrolment is more than a hundred. With 
the faithful sowing of the seed of the 
Word. a bountiful harvest is bound to be 
l·eaped. 

A fine s,pirit of unity characterized all 
the sessions, and the 'addresses ,,;eTe. 'all 
of .a ihigh order. The lar,ge aU~11iorlum 

T.he Se,ptellnber ed~tion ·of "The Ohiob was well filled: ·even at t~e morrung ·ses
Independent Bap:tist" contains some· good ions. Many ,group meetmgs f()r prayer 
new's of the work 'of our ·associoated were held during !the three days. It was 
brethr~n i.n that and neighboring States. I a time of real f·eIlowship in the Lord. 
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ABRAHAM'S DECEIT. 
Lesson 45. November 9, 1930. 

Third Quarter. 
Lesson Text: Genesis, Chapter 20. 
Golden Text: "Then Abimelech called 

Abraham, and said unto him, What 
hast thou done unto us? and what 
have I offended thee, that thou hast 
brought on me and on my kingdom 
a great sin? thou hast done deeds 
unto me that ought not to be done." 
Genesis, 20 :9. 

1. THE NATURE OF THE DECEIT 
The incident recorded in this chapter 

sets forth a humiliating eXiperience in 
the life of Abraham; one that probably 
would have been ,omitted in an ordinary 
book, but 'is mentioned here f.or our 
learning. God has a pur·pose .in .the re
cording of alJ, ,incidents; and lessons are 
to be derived therefrom in war-ning, di
r,ection, and general ins,trucbio,n. One 
wonders that such a man of God could 
:flail in such a manner; 'but a:fiter all he 
was O'nly 'a man, sU'bject t'O like passions 
as other men and we are 'encouraged by 
his spiritual attainment, and war·ned by 
his carnal failures. . 

The nature of Abraham's decei.t is 
similar to that of his previous failure, 
(12:13), when he a·nd Sarah had ·mutually 
agreed to ,state their rel!l'1;ionship as that 
of brother and sister. It is evident such 
a statement was not made on the spur of 
·the moment, but was the settled policy 
of both when they moved into s·trange 
territory, (v. 13). The deceit therefor,e 
was mutual, deliberate, carnal;. and made 
fo·r exped.iency's s·ake. It was 'lI!o.t the 
telling of a deIibel'ate lie, but the state
ment of a half truth, for .the purpose of 
giving a wrong impress,ion, for Sarah 
was Abraham's half-sister, (v. 12). In 
the proper judgment of any ,statement 
considerati'On must be ,given to' the mo
tive underlying it, as well as to the words 
composing it. Warning requires to be 
given co·ncerning .the statement of half 
truths, and empha.'1is needs to be placed 
up·on sincerity ·of speech. 

II. THE OCCASION OF THE DECEIT: 
The deceit of Abraham was practised 

on A!bimelech, ·the Plhilistine ruler in 
Gerar on the patriarch's arrival there 
from the ·plains of 'Mamre, (18:1). 
Albraham had no settled ;place ·of abode, 
although the whole land had been promis
ed to him by God, and to hIs seed after 
him, (13:15). He would travel probably 
in the inter~st of his flocks, moving 
from one p·asture land to another, and 
down by Gerar on the Maritime Plain 
there was g,ood pasture land. On this 
occasion he may also have had a desire 
to get away from the place fl'O'lD whence 
he had witnessed the jud.gment of God 
upon the wicked cities of ,the plain. His 
journey led him in the opposi~ direction 
to the site of these cities. The 'Occasion 
therefore was brought about 'by certain 
circumstances. which might possdbly 
have been rontrolled by the patriarch, 
althou/!'h of this we cannot be entirely 
sure. We do know, however, that where
ever Abraham went he was destined to 
mee-t with strangers, although there 
would not be the same dangers in each 
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place. There are times when we just as IV THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE' 
directly walk into danger. God~s power DECEIT: 
is sufficient for us O'n all occas10ns, but Consequences in general. Actions are 
we ar,e not warranted in walking into 'always followed by conseq~ences, good 
temptation. We should keep as far o,r bad, and affect othez:s ,m a general 
away from that !as possi-ble, unlllSS in or particular manner. TohIS IS not,always 
the course of duty we are forced to meet remembered when we start an acti.on, but 
it. We may note further that. Abraham is sometimes rea1ized when it is too late 
knew the danger of the position, and to stop it. In the general consequen~es 
walked into it with ·open eyes. He could may be noted the fact that ~he actIon 
not therefore, gain excuse from the of .M>raham involved others m tr.oub!e 
s·1la~dpoint of Ignorance. A4;tention also besides himself. A'bimelech and all hIS 
may be directed to the manner and pur- servants were ·strieken with fear. (v. 8). 
pose of the occasion, and .the necessity Note in' other instances how one pers.on 
for following the leadership of the H'Oly has involved others in trou~le, (Jo~h. 7; 
Spirit may' 00 emphasized. God's word Kings 12). Note .the necessIty of rtghte
is a lamp unto the fee,t, and a light unto ous living for the Lord'lS sake, for the 
the path, (Psalm 119:105) and it behoov- s'ake of others, and for one's ~ sa~e. 
es everyone to obey its plTeCep,ts, and not It may' also be. n~ted that, thIS actlO~ 
stumble into distressing situations. brought 'about the mterventi'On of ·God. 
111. THE REASON FOR THE DECEIT: Consequences affecting Abimelech. 

Albraham's deceit was delioorate, but Abi-melech was affected directly by. the 
it was not done for the sole purpose of intervention of God in declaration,. com
deceiving anyone. There was a reMon mand, and warning. H,e was decO.a~ed 
underlying it. The patriarch 'Was in fear to be a dead man as far as reprodu,ctlon 
of his life. He believed in God, but he was concerned, (v. 3), the same Jud~
was under the conviction that there was ment affecting all ,the members of hIS 
no fear 6f God in Gerar, (v. 11), and that house, (v. 18). God has given his po:w~r 
consequently the authori·ties w:ould have unto men, and he can withdraw it. Ab!
no compunction in putting him to dea:th melech was greatly .affec~ed. by thIS 
in ,order to secure Sarah f,or Abimelech's declaration, and pleaded hIS mnocency 
harem. We have already seen in. a before God (v. 5), receiving in Teturn 
former lesson .that it was the cusro,m in the assurati.ce that the diyine i~terven
those days for the ruler of a country tion was for the purpose ,of wJ.thhold:
to exercise the liberty .of taking any ing him from committing sin, (v. 6). 
woman he chose; and addin'g her to his He is commanded to restore Sarah to. 
household.' Sarah was· bea:utiful, and her hus'band, and is warned that should 
Abraham thougqt she would .be taken, he fail to do so h,e and all who wez:e 
and that, as her husiband, he w:ould 'be 'his would surely dIe, (v. 7). In obed.i
s'~ain It was therefore fear of pe'l'Sonal ence to this command he caned Abraham, 
cons'~quences which occasioned the deceit. and returned unto. him his wife. In this 

In ·this acti-on of Abraham there is divine intervention we see ~he mercy 
denoted. a distinct failure in the realm and goodness of God. Bqessed IS. the m~n 
of faith. God had prOllllised to be Abra- who is thus :prevented from domg eVl . 
ham',s shield. He would have I!Totected Oonsequences affecting Abraham. Sev
him from all his enemie's, as indeed HE' eral things may be noted as affecting 
di~ . always, 'but. Abraham did no,t im- Abraham. The first outward c.ons~que!1ce 
phClty trust. HIm. He s~ug'h.t out a of his deceit was the loss of hIS wiif~. 
scheme .of hIS own, and, like all other This was but a temporary loss, ,but It 
carnal. sch~mes, in the p~ace of Go~'s might have been a perma!1ent one. In 
plan, It faIled Iamenta,hly to effect ItS the second place his deceIt was f?1;loo 
purpose'. .A!braham's faalure was that .of out and this must have been humlhat
unbelief, t~at suhtle sin whi,ch ~as been ing' to him. Undoubtedly he suffe,red 
prevalent m th~ human faamly s~nce the ,before he was found out, foor no one can 
f'all of our fIrst parents, whIch has act a lie and escap"e the consequllnces. 
proved such a hin<lrance to th.e ~or.k "of There is such a thing as mental lIuffer
God throughout the ages, and IS m these ing Third he was rebuked by a heathen 
days manifested by the Lord's people king, (v. iO), and this I;l1ust have Q,dded 
as well as ~p.e w~rld. We must oonstant~y to his humiliation. He mak~s no excuse 
guard agamst It. The fear ·of man IS when reproached by the kmg, but ex
als·o evident in this action .of Abraham. plains the reas.on for his action. He was 
We need not be. too hard on hi~ a heathen king, but under the direction 
on account .of thIS, for aItbcmglh Ih;i,s of God he was acting justly much to 
acti.on is not to be condoned: and must the su;Pdse !)f Abraham. By this' we 
be brought under condemnatIon, yet we are encouraged. to 'believe G<J.? c'an touc.h 
ourselves have been" more than once the hearts even 'Of our enenues when It 
guilty of ·the sa!Jl~ offence of fear. There is His will so to do. We note in the fifth 
are many Ch;lstlan people the,s~ da~s place that Albraham received gifts' from 
who are afraId of what, men wr11 say AlhimeleCih. 
or ,do to them if they d'O what they 
know to 'be their duty. How unworbhy 
such an attitude .is! how God-dishO'nour
ing, how dangerous, and: damaging for 
the individual, and for others! Persons 
who are thus alllYWing themselve·s to be 
hinnered in the p·erformance of their 
duties are backsliders, and such work 
as they are doing win be brought up at 
th.e judgment seat of Christ, for it is. not 
glorifying 'to God, 'and they will suffer 
loss, (1' Cor. 8:15). Theo fear ,of man 
bringeth a ,snare, (,Prov. 29:25) .. 

Co.nse.CIuences affecting Sarah. Sarah 
was separated from her husband, bl"ought 
into danger of 'a wrong relationship, ~nd 
received reproof from a heathen king. 
She undoubtedly was humbled 'by her, 
experience. From this incident may we 
learn 'it is always best to tell the truth; 
it is never riglht to seek to deceive; that 
the proper course to pursue is to trust 
in God at all times, obey Rim under all 
.ircumstances, and leave the consequences 
to Him; 


