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". \ The London, C'onvention 

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH, OCTOBER-21 TO 24. 
The third Annual Convention of the Union of Regular hanging from the bedpqst. It is still a matt¢r of amaz'e

Bapti'stl,Churches of Ontario and Quebec will meet with . ment to us that so many mysteries could be crowded into 
the C~ntral .Baptist Church, London, Tuesday to Friday, so small a space. But half the interest attached to the 
Otcober 21st to 24th., The delegates of the churcht;s of unpacking of that stocking was that we hid- ~o idea what 
the Union will have a speci~l interest in this Conv~ntion, was in it. And then, of cours~, it was always a problem 
for two, .-~mong other reasons. _ - to know how Santa Claus got in. 

One:is that Rev. James McGinlay is Pastor. People But there you are! - The Conveption programme will 
love to visit a home where there is always a warm fire -be a sort of Christmas stocking two or three months 

\ burning, and a_ -table well spread, and .where the place is ahead. \Vho will be on it, or in it? What" dainties will 
fuU of. mirth and music. ~r. McGinlay w-ilJ i:>e sure to be there? Will there be oranges or apples? Of course, 
be a h6st' in more ways than one. He will know how to' there will be neither lemons nor nuts! But the pro
lead the church in entertaining the Convention. _ And gramme, will be full of good things, and we imagine it 
then,,;of course, he is a host in another sense, meaning far will be very much like a stocking, somewhat elastic, flex
more 'than one. Delegates to the Convention may' be sure ible everywhere, and at some points bulging to take the 

-of a royal welcome and a happy time with Mr. McGinlay biggest orange, and shrinking to smaller proportions 'to 
and 'his' people. enclose something not quite so big, yet 'quite as valuable. 

A second reason for special interest is that the Central -But there! w-e must not talk about the contents. There 
Church has but, recen~ly opened their magnificent new will be a fine programme, and a glorious time for every-
building. It is a monl-unent to Mr. McGinlay's leader- body., - -
ship, and to the splendid cooperation of his people. It is Let it be remembered, however, that we go to London 
a building well worth seeing, qnd the Convention will be to do God's work. The end of the formation of the 
amply accommodated within'its spacious walls. _, Union is the propagation of the gospe\. That is ever the 

But we think; _ now of a third reaSOll why delegates will work of the Holy Spirit. Therefore our meeting in Lon
be interested in the Convention: on account of the pro- don will be profitless 'without His power. Let there be 
gramme. But what ,_will the programme be.? Ah; who much earnest prayer that the Convention may be an occa
knows? Frankly, the Editor of this paper does not. The sion of definite spiritual reviv,al. "Programmes and meth
programme, we fancy, will be a sort-of prize packet; and, ods have their place, but the main thing always is the 
after all, is not that the best sort of programme? vVe sp,irit. Let us come therefore to the Convention saving 
can still remember the thrill we' felt when opening our to ourselves, "Not by might, nor by power, but by' my 
eyes on. Christmas morning, when we, saw a stocking spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.': 

Five Hundred 'Dollars More Needed 
We have received word from Rev. William Fraser by 

long distance, to-night (Wednesday) that the· Ambas
saqor Baptist Church still needs $500.00 more to ensure 
their securing the fine property to which notice in this 
.paper has already been given. If you have already sent 
something to Windsor, send something more;, and if you 
have sent nothing, send something at once. $5;00,' $10.00, 

$15,00, $25-.00, $50.00, or $100.00. One person sent an 
anonymous gift of $100.00. The donor was later dis
covered, and Mr. Fraser informs .us that'the person send
ing t!'te $100.00 sent it to Windsor instea,d ,of taking a 
vacatIOn. , . 

It is necessary that the money should be in hand by 
Otcober 23rd, when the option expires. Now'then, once 

-
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more, altogether, and the thing is done! Send your con
tribution to: Mr. D. E. T~mple, 926 Pelissier Street, 
Windsor, Ont., or, if more convenient, to The Gospel 
Witness, 130 Gerrard St. East, Toronto, Canada. 

CLIPPINGS AND COMMENT. 
Made by O. C. S. Wallace. 

(This article is from "The Maritime Baptist", of July 
23, Kentville, N .S., the organ of The Maritime Baptist 
Convention. Dr. 0.' C. S. Wallace was for some years 
'Chancellor of McMaster University, and is now Pastor 
in 'Balimore, Md'. Our readers will find the article a 
little puzzling. Parts of the article suggest the gentle 
movement over -the' flesh of a moist sponge; at other 
places one can feel sharp scratches as though a needle 
were concealed in the sponge. Our readers must form 
their own opinions as to whether a compliment or a criti· 
.cism is intended.-Ed. G~ W.) \ . . 
And now about J·O'hn MacNeill, President od: the Baptis.t 

World Alliance, .Principal ,of :the Theologi'cal Department of 
McMaster University, 'and pastQr until June 8th of the 
Walmer Road' Ba:ptis.t Church of T,oronto, of w:hiclt· I gossjped 
two weeks a;g:o. 

He c8lme f~o,m Bruce County, Ontario. In that county, .Scots 
were on the right of hfun and the left of Mm', before him and 
behind him. Britanism, the Bible and Oalvinistic theology' 
gave tonic quality .to ,the air .he Ibreathed. It .used ,to be said 
that in Bruce Coun,ty the :liar·mers would stop ;their !ploughs 
to debate the tenets '9f John Calvin. 

'After four yean od: creditable wor.k 'as an undel'lgradu8ote 
()f McMas,ter Unive~sity, during'whioh he won the respect and 
affection of both students and professors, he was graduated 
a bac'helor of ar,ts. Lt 'was' my iPrivileg·e to confer that de
gree upon hi.m, and later to· admire ;the perlection 'of two or. 
three· sermo;n plans which he prepared as 'a member of the 
class in' ·homIletics; f,OO' this promising Yloung arts gradU80te 
enrolled for 'a three years' c'ourse in the theological depart
ment of McMllISter University. 

At Christmas lWe as·ked him to .go to WoodstOOk College f.or 
a term, t-o meet an emer,gency on the teaching staif. He did 
well 'as a teacher and exerted 'a whole'soone inliluence in the 
school. Meanwhile he started in the !path ,of fame in which 
we now f"ind ,him. He taught a:bout a ye'ar and a half 80t 
Woodstock. He p·reache.d on ·Sundays, and became Ilrnown as a 
~eacher of excepti'onal :promise. 

He resumed his, theological ,studies, but was soon caned 
away 'by family bereavement. 

He 'phoned me ~n ;the spring ;to teU ;me that the First 
chureh, Winnipeg, had asked him ;1;0 supply its !puLpit for 
the sllIIIlmer-he was· !planning to return to 'his studies in the 
autumn. He wanted my advice. This is what I s'aid: 

''If Y'ou sU'Pply that pu~pit for a summer the peopl~ will 
faJI in }.ove :with you, and the chureh will call y{)U to the 
pastor8ote. You will 'b!! :tem:pted to 'accept the caoll. If yo()U 
accept, Ylou will be ,brougoht to Ontarjo a c01'!.P'se a:bout five 
years later." . 

He replied that under no .conditions wou·ld he, 'accept a caH 
to s-o great 'a church. I then said that if he was· certain he 
was stl'long enough to refu·se a call to the Winnipeg Church, 
by all 'means to accept the invitation to supply the :pulpit for 
the summer." 

He spent the slllIIlmer with .tihe First 'Ohurch, Winnipeg. 
My pred·iction proved true, and he was called to the pastol'llte. 
His resolve of the spring did no,t hold. He became the pastor 
of the First Chur,ch, Winnipeg. Ap!paren,tly, hoo,wever, my 
warning had done g.~od. Or ;was it hios Scottish good sense 
and c8oution whlieh made him s,ti.pulate that, aiter a co.mpa·ra
-tively short peri,od in the· pastorate, he s'hould have a long 
vacatIon? At 'any rate he made .i'hat condition. He took a 
}.Ollig vacation. And j instead ,of coming back to OntariQ 'a 

- eor,p'se, ·when ~e came it was in the fulness ·(»f mature ipowers, 
and w"ith a high reputatIon 'as ·a preacher. He came to enteT 
upon the pa;storate of the great W'almer Road chu1'Ch in 
Tor,onto. . . 

I 'suspect' that when he stipulated tn80t he should have a 
long vacation early in hIs pasolior,ate,. he meant to spend the 
ti-me in ,s,tudy '8ot some theo}.ogical school. Perhaps it would 
have 'been ,betteT if he had done tMs. The ,man who is :to 
stay twenty-:f.our years in one pastor,ate, especially if he has 
pulpit magnetism 'and 'a fine ,kn'ack in the use o;f phrases, 

-

needs ;to have a well-~ained and rich-ly stored mind at the 
start. His lPubli~hed sermons would have more pith and show 
greater penetration if he -had 'had more contact with great 
thinkers. . 

.Lilke his neighbo~, W. A.· Cameron, pastor .of ;the Y,or,k-· 
m.mstt;r Church, J,onn MacN eiJl wa;s gifted with a qulick and 
retent!ve memory. 1:0 each it pr·oved a great asset, and also 
a perd. Neither of these popul~ preachers esca,ped the 
ch8l1ge of plagiarism, though in ·the case of Oamel'lon f,or
tun.ately for him, ~he charge was made when he was young, 
WhIch- was a warmng th80t -he ,be on 'guard in the use of the 
ii,ne thiings' of other minds which he read. George 'C Lorimer 
the ia:mo?-s pul'Pi~ orator 'of half a centu~ '8ogo, w~ aecused 
of ~t;peatlng as hl:s ,own a ser,~on !preached 'by J,oseph. Parker 
of. City Temple, London, Lorlm~r declared th80t he had done 
this lUll~onscI,o?-sly, ~apped ,by hIlS memory into presenting as 
.slom~thlDg WhICh !he 'had thought ou,t that ·which 'he' had re
me.m~ered. He hastened to give this eJq)lanatIon to P.ar.ker. 
I Ibeheve. that P~ker never replied to Lorianer's mess·age od: 
explanatlOn and regret. 

J'oo.n MacNeiU was a student 80t M.cMas~ w:he~ Charles 
Aubrey :E~ton was the !pasotor of the Bloor Sweet Church. 
That bnlhantspeaker ,an~ .magnetic !personaUty influenced 
the Ylounger man. He copIed SoOme of E'aton's idiosyncrasies 
The ~.}.oor Street iPBstor was '8Ccus.tomed to marclI: with im~ 
preSSlve .and .stately deHberati·on from ·the entrance door to 
the. PULPIt, hIS eyes caBot dOlWDw8'l"d, his 80ttitude indicating 
that he thought al.l eyes were upon him_,s they were-a.nd 
that he was an ,0~Ject o! much popular i~teres.t-, as he was. 
One dIllY w.hen thIS h80blt was under discussion MacNeill ex~ 
pr8;Ssed ·adanir8otion for dt. H~ also ianitated it, at least for 

_ a tIme. In the s~m7 way, w!I~n I was a theoIogical student, 
young preachel'ls lmI,ta.ted Phdhps Bl'Iooks. Yet greater num. 
bez:s 'Bdopte:I t~e .manneris;ms of Dw~ht L. ·Moody. I sll:P'pose 
that Eatons mfluence upon Ma.cNeJ.U persists to .this day. 
If Charles Aubrey Eaton ha.d given his whole heart and mind 
to preac~ing and :to ·godliness 'he 'would have been o()n6 of the 
o?-.tstandlng preBIChers of ,his age. M'acN eill came to surpass 
hIm .'as a prea~her: ,he gave himself devotedly to preacihdng, 
J~hn MacNel'llhas not ,been .made :p,rinc~pal pof the Theo

IOgI,cal Department o()f McMaster University, 'because :of ms 
a~minis>tr8otive abili~y ()r his ,learning, Ibut ,because of his 

. v."ms0!Deness and ~HiS popularIty among the pelople of thl! 
On~rlo and Qu~'be~ 'Churohes. At lea;st that· is ,the opinion 
WhIC~ comes eas)ly to one who knows the si.tlUllti·on in those 
Pr.ovm~s. He . was an .exceHe~t ·tE:/liCher as a Y'0ung man, 
!lnd. he I'S' certam to be' mterestlng In the classl'o,om, !but he 
IS. bkely to foH~ w~oll:y the) lecture method. T,hat he will 
glye lecture.s ()f mS'pIl'IatlOnal vaol-ue and great interest is -cer
tam. ~ beheve ·th8ot .th~ pres~nt chancellor, in selecting Dr. 
MacNeIll for the prmclpalshl'p, had the 'strong sU:P'P!ort of 
f.ormer.'Chancellor M,eCrimm?n. Dr. MicCrimmon ·kno.ws Hr. 
MacNeIll ·as few ,men Ilmow hIm; he was his teacher at Wood
stock qollege, and .f.or ~ears has been a '-mem'ber ,of 'hi·s chureh. 
AssumIng that thIS brIlliant .man will 'be happy in the dis
charge ,of hi·s new duties, he is to be congratulated that he 
may retire from ·the 'straJin and s.tres's of 'a great pasto()r8ote 
to a career ·of distinction and wide useiuolnes,s. 

-0. C .. S. WALLAOE. 

FOOD ATTRACTS. 
Everybody knows that large fi.lJcks of pigeons 

ass,em'ble at the-strike of the great clock in the Square 
of St. Mark: believe me, it is not the music of the bell 
which attracts them, they can hear that every hour; 
they come, Mr. Preacher, for fO'od, and no mere sound 
would bng collect them.' This is a ·hint for filling your 
meeting-~01ise, .i,t. must be done not merely by that 
fine bell-hke vOIce of yours, but by all the neighbour
hood's being assured that spiritual food is to be had 
',:,hen you open y0ttr mouth. Barley for pigeons, good 
SIr, and the gospel for men and women. ,Try it in 
~arnest, and you cannot fail; y.ou will soon be saying, 
W~lO ~re these that fly as a cl9ud, and as doves to 

theIr wlndows?"-From C. H. Spurgeon's Note Book of 
Travels. 
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The Difference' God Makes 
By Rev. T. I.~ Stockley, D.D., Dean of Toronto Bapti,s~ SemInary. ',', 

In Genesis,chapter twenty-eight, verse eleven, w~ read the palaces of state. Let us not think that ease and,'soft 
that, Jacob '''lighted upon' a certain place, and tarried there conditions bring with thein spiritual blessing. N or let us 
all night, because the suri was set; and he took of th~ think that the conditions of trial and hardship exclude the 
stones of that plac~, and Pt1t thein for his pillows, and visions of heaven and ~f God. No; it is only in the dark
lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed." 'ness that we get a revela~ion of some .things. We do not 

Jacob was one o,f twih brothers. And no brothe~s could see the stars of heaven sometim(!s because the, ~un of. pros
,have been much more unlike than Esau and Jacob. Esau perity is blinding our eyes. Martyrs have ,often found 
, is described by one w'Jrd in the epistle to the Hebrews, their pri~ons to be' as a paradise of, joy. Sick beds have 
a "profane" man. He was a man who did not value the been pla~es of upJi£ting communion. 'The bedroom of 
highest things. It has heen said, if you gave Esau plenty pain has been the pot:'ch of, the King of kings. Lt was 
of good sport, and plenty of good food he was satisfied. "in the year that king Uzziah died" that the prophet saw 
He had no desire fo,r the unseen and' the abiding. He had the Lord upon a throne "high and lifted up"., The earthly 

. an easy, careless, sort of generosity; but he was largely glory has sometimes to facre away before we can see the 
absorbed in the plea~ures of sense. Jacob was a man of glory of the Lord. 
higher aspirations. He,was thoughtful, clever, purposeful, Let us, therefore, not fear the place ofhara. conditions~ 
tenacious, determined to gain his end; and sometimes he We have much more reason to be afraid of the pla<;es of 
was not very scrupulous about the means by: which the luxury and ease. Jacob's was a place of hard conditions 
end was attained. ' But there was in Jacob a capacity for without. And so it wa,s within. Jacob was way-worn and 
the loftiest, the spiritual. ' weary, a fugitive from his home, an exile, a lonely wan-

Jacob had\ provoked his brother.to anger: his life, was derer. His loved ones we're left behind. He was cer
no longer safe in his father's tent; he must leave his home. tainly glad to be away from Esau; but he was,uneasy"for 
By the counsel of his parents, and having received his his conscience' told him that he had done an unworthy 
father's blessing, he starts for Padan-aram. ,The journey thing, and his punishment was the t:esult of .his mean con~ 
was a long ,one, some four hundred and fifty miles, we duct. Th~re was no quie~ talk with his father that night 
are told. It must have had many perils for a lorely before he retir~d to rest, no loving "good night" from,his ' 
traveller; and the journey was no doubt an eventful one dear mother. 'Perhaps his mother had presented 'a very 

. in many ways; but most of -all for the wonderful experi- bright picture to his mind in regard to the results of this 
ence recorded in the present chapter. Jacob had travelled journey. But that vision dim11).ed now; and a,s a desolate, 
about forty-eight miles from Be~r-sheba when he reached broken-spirited, man he lay down to sleep. Such hours 
a place called Luz. "He lighted upon" it, we are told. have come to many,-times of bereavement and loss, when 
It was any of the "accidents" 'Of life, as we are prone to 'the companion of life is taken from our side; when'the 
call them. But it was to be a marked place in the Hfe of dream to ,which we had clung for years becomes iinpos
this man. sible, and is forever blotted out, and we are thrown back 

L:uz is a very stony pla~e. The limestone rock projects, from our dearest hop'es, 
all up the slopes of the hills. There"is nothing beautiful Yet this was the hour when Jacob saw the heavenly 
aDout Luz. Jacob no doubt withdrew from the village to vision. And this is often so. When we are surrounded 
some quiet, secluded, spot.; He took a stone for a pillow, by swe~t society, and dea~ human fr-ienships, we often fail 
and laid himself down to 'sleep. The place was strange to see the heavenly company. But when the neart is 
when he lay down that night; but before he left it the desolate, and alone, then often there co,mes the healing 
next morning it had become holy ,ground. Presence of God. Then is the time for God: ' 

I. 
IT WAS A PLACE OF HARD CONDITIONS. It wa.s S(l 

without·. In his father's tent Jacob had been accustomed 
to have things in very comfortable fashion. Isaac was a 
man of wealth; and Jacob had no doubt been waited upon 
hand and fopt by the servants at home. Now he is away 
from all home comforts: he has no tent; his only bed is 
the bare earth; his softest pillow a stone; his only,shelter-, 
ing roof, the blue sky, Wh<1,t a change! And simila~ 
changes come to rpany. Leaving home, young people 
often experience great changes; and they are often very 
hard to bear. But this place of hard, con~itions became 
to Jacob the "gate of heaven." And this has been fre
quently the case. There is a strong tendency in ease and 
luxury to materialize life. and to make it worldly. Ad
versity and hardness are often the pathway to divine 
revelations. Heavenly ladders are much more frequently 

. seen by those- whose heads are pillowed on stones, than 
by those lying on the softest Clown. And encircling angels 
are found more frequently on moorland wastes than in 

"He loves to come when others flee, 
Or coming, cannot aid; 

To save, in faith's extremity, 
V\Then ijopes last glimmerings fade." 

Again I say, let us not fear the,place of hard conditions. 
A vision of God is ~ vastly greater blessing to us than all 
the sweetness of htlman love. . 

II. 
IT WAS A PLACE OF HEAVENLY , VISIONS. 'J aCQb 

dreamed. Was his mother just then' on her knees in 
prayer for him? . Had she been restless, and sleepless, and 
had she knelt besIde Isaac; and were they both engaged in 
tearful pleading prayer for their lonely son? 'yery pos- ' 
sibly. At any rate, we know that many of us have been 
delivered in our hours of peril, and been favoured with 
visions of God as a result of the prayers of devoted 
parents. How thankful we ought to be for those constant 
and affectionate prayers! At any rate, Jacob dreamed; , 
and he beheld the heavenly v:ision. 

I 
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First: a ladder. There by his side he beheld a broad 
and massive stairway· leading up to the very' presence of 
God. And on that· wondrous stairway he beheld angels 
ascending and descending .. What did it mean It was 
a sYmbol of communion between 'earth and heaven; 
gloriou~. as the gates of the morning; broaeJ. 'and firm as 
the evedasting mountains; open and free as the boundless 
realm of air. As the ladder came close to Jacob it seemed 
to' suggest' that this blissful fellowship' with God was 
offered to him. Yes; at Luz, as truly as at Beer-sheba, 

, there is a place of. feJ.lowship with God. "If'I ascend up 
into heaven, thou art there: if I make tpy bed in hellI,. 
behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morn
ing, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even ther~ 
shall thy hand .lead me, and they right hand shall hold me. 
If I say, surely the darkness' shall cover me; even the 
night shalL be light about me." There is an open heaven 
everywhere. Nothing but sin can shut us out from the 
privilege of fellowship with God. Yet there is more in 
this ladder, for according to John, chapter one, verse fifty
one, Jesus said to . Nathanael, "Verily, verily I say unto 
you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon the' Son of man." 
It is· a symbol of the Son of. mfu],. It is He Who really 
bddges the interval between heaven and earth, God and 
man. It is in Him that the two are tinited: He is the Way, 
and no man C0mes to the Father but by Him. He is the 
shining Way. ;He is solidly based on earth, for He is 
realy human, and He reaches the highest heaven, for He 
is God. Oh, let the lonely, the desolate, the guilty, know 
this, that the Lord Jeo;us Christ is the~ Way out of guilt. 
and desolation up to heaven and God. 

Did not this . ladder present to' Jacob also a picture of 
God's plan of life for him? God's plan wa~ that life 
should be a shining way, a noble stairway; eStch step a 
step upward, all th~ way lit up with the light of heaven; 
and all the way along in the midst of heavenly company. 
and'leadlng right up to the throne of God. What a view 
of life for a lonely desolate man to get! \IVil~ you accept 
this as God'·s plan of life for YOtt? The out""ard con~li
tions may be hard. But every life may be such a ~eavenly 
stairway,Jerminating in the ,unveiled presence of God. 

Second: angels. Jacob saw not the stairway only, but 
the angels of God. These are "ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister to those who are the heirs of salvation". 
How encouraging it 'is to' ,see the shining way of life 
thronged with these helpers! Jacob discovered that he 
was not alone. Elisha knew, too, that he was surrounded 
by "chariots of fire, and horses of fire". Thank God, 
there is m!ore than is visible to the naked eve! The 
spiritual is real. There are vast powers of help in the 
inv.isible world all round us. Life need never be dull or 
lonely. 'Our way is t~ronged with the most elevating 
company: we have. God's host with us. vVhy do we 
tremble? The dullest, loneliest life is raised and ennobled 
beyond measure when)t accepts this trt~t~. 

'. Third: God. This is the crowning glory of the vision. 
It tells that God is near. Probably never before had God 
seemed so near to Jacob. Jehovah at. Beer-sheba, the place 
of comfort and love, he could understand, but God at Luz; 
the- place of hard conditions, he had not anticipated. But 
he discovers God is in this place. vVe do not understand 
God until we have learned to find Him everywhere: in the 
openiI].g rosebi,td, and in the blackest storm; in the place 

of divine, worship, and by the kitchen fire; on Sabbath 
days, and every other day; ~n the church, and in the daily 
work; in the sheltered home,or on the rolling waves. It 
is our privilege to find God everywhere. 

The vision further said that God is above all: "The 
Lord stood above it". 'He always does. He stands above 
all the movements of life, all events; all flights and desola
tions, all human anger and fear, all h~rd conditions and 
lonely ways. "Jesus Christ lives and reigns!" Martin 
Luther used to say when some new trouble arose. Oh, 
blessed vision; to see God standing above all: all confusion 
and tumult, all loneliness and . fear, all that can distress the 
soul! He sees God in covenant, too. Look at verse 
thirteen, and read what the Lord says to Jacob. He tell~ 
him that He is the covenant God of his father and grand
father; and the covenant promises . made to them are now 
renewed to him. God tells him that His purpose. ~hall 
stand, and that Jacob shall be safely landed on the shore 
of the fitlfilled purpose of God. The' hindrances may be 
many and great, but God foresees them all, and. He will 
carry His trusting one. thro.ugh all storms and troubled 
seas. 

He also sees God doing all. The Lord says, "I am with 
thee"; "I will keep thee"; "I will not leave thee till the 
purpose. is fulfilled." Life is to be a walk with God. This 
is our privilege too. We may' live, not only seeing Him, 
Who is invisible, but in 'His div:ine company, being kept 
by Him in all places and circumstances, and beholding 
Him·doing His will, and making good His word in every 
'detail of life. . 

Have we seen this vision yet? It is the vision of God. 
It is allowing God to enter into the heart of life, to flood 
the being with His light. It is God \i\Tho makes all the 
difference in life. To shu~ out God is to exclude all light, 
and comfort, and power. Welcome Him in Christ Jesus 
a's your Saviour and King! Throw open ·.all your nature 
~o God, and let Him transfigure all. 

III. , 
IT IS A PLACE OF INWARD CHANGES. There was a 

change of spirit. Jacob lay down, a~ far as we know, 
without any thoughts of God; bU.t he rises full of holv 
fear. As he wakes, he says, "How solemn is this place I;' 
A holy veneration of God is produced. The Presence and 
vision of God bowed his soul, and produced a holy fear. 
This is needed, namely, an obeisance of the spirit to God, 
and to His Word, the soul being made to bow in conscious 
ignorance, and penitence. and confession, before the thrice 
Holy Qne. As Evan Roberts cried in the anguish of his 
soul: "0 Lord, bend me!" so we need to be bent in deep 
contrition, and entire submission before the holy Presence 
of God. "The mighty must be brought down, the proud 
must 'be humbled, the supposedly wise must be uncrowned." 
This is sure to follow a vision of. God. 

There was a change in Jacob's character too. He be
came a worshipper, for he took the stone upon which he 
had slept, and raised it up, and poured oil upon it. Here 
the fugitive became a reverent worshipper. By.a single 
experience a man is thus' changed. No. man has reached 
his true cl~aracter till he has become a grateful, and rever
ent worshtpper of Goel. May I urge on all, who love the 
name of God, to contin~te to. be worshippers. Let both 

(Continu!!d on page 13.) 
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WHERE TO FIND PLENTY FOR HARD TIMES. 
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"And the 'se\'len years o.f dearth began to 'come, according as 'Joseph had !!laId: and the ~earth was 
in aU lands; but in 'aU the,land, of Egypt there was bread. " . . 

. "And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread:' and PHaraoh 
said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto J·oseph, what he saith to you, do. . 

, "And the famine was o"'er all the face of the earth: And Joseph opened all the storehouses, and 
sold unto the Egyptians; and t.he famine waxed sore in the·land .of Egypt. . 

"And all countries came ·into Egypt to Joseph for to buy com; because that the famine . was so 
S()re in all lands.".,......Genesls 41:54':'57. 

Prayer Before the' Sermon. 
'0 'Lordo we' rejoice this ~ven'ing. tbat we 'have seen Thee 

in the person of Thy Son, that in .the face of Jesus: Christ 
. we have seeri the }i,ght of theknovi>'ledge 'Of, the. glory of . 

God. Wle bow in Thy presence this evening that we may 
worship ·T.hee, for we knQW no 'other God than the God Whom 
,Jesus Christ 'has revealed. No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only beg.otten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, He· halth deClared him.. . . 

Woe thank T·hee for that infinite stoop, that Thou hast come 
from the glory into this earth of ours, and because we could 
not ·understand Thee, remote from us, as an infinite Spirit, 
Thou didst condescend to take upon Thee our nature and 
Thou d.idst speak to us fl"om Bethlehem's manger. We thank 
Thee for Him Wpo came to fulfil our life's day for us, Who 
wa~. made of a woman, made 'under the law, ·to redeem them 
whIch were under the law, tha·t·we might receive the adopti'on 
of sons; for the record ·of His li~e, 'of obedience, keeping Thy 
commandments 'penectly, fulfilhng the law's requirements 
respecting man's duty to ·God .and to hiS' fellOlWS; that He 
wrought for us a perfect righteousne:s's and ·lay down His 
s!nless l~fe of infinite p'o'tentiality ,as the price of our rede,m'p
tIon, dymg the Just for the unjust that He might bring us 
to God. 

. We thank Thee this evening that we worship an ascended 
Savi·our. We bless Thee f'Or the record of Thy Word that it 
was n~ possible that He s~ould be holden of the gr~ve Who 
was HImself the ResurrectIOn and the Life. We thank Thee 
tha!- He has left the gate of heaven'o,pen, and that its eternal 

- radIance stl'leams upon the path of the believer which is as 
a shining light which shineth·more and more'unto the perfect 
day. 

We beseecl). Thee .to enaOle T·hine own dear children more 
pe~ectlf to set their.' aff'ections upon things above, where 
ChrIst Sl~tej;h on the nght -hand -of God. Wean us away from 
all that 18 'Of the earth earthy; help us that we may not be 
forgetful of our inheritance, that we may live in remembrance 
of the faet that our citizenshIp is in heaven from whence also 
we look for the ,saviour. 

I We ask Thee, 0 Lord, to speak to any this evening in this 
company who labour and 'aTe heavy laden who spend their 
n:t0!ley foz: that which is not bread, and are 'labouring for ,that 
whIch satlsfieth no,t. Gently constrain them we pray Thee 
by the grB!!e of Thy ~pirit, to come' to Thy~elf. May theh: 
understandIngs be enhghtened; may they be led without 
rese.rve to.a complete and full surrender to Jesus Chri'st as 
SaVl~ur and Lord! 

If .any are going on·stilHn·their·-iniquity, if any here'know 
nothIng otf repentance, -and therefore nothing ,of faith we 
pray: th~t ,they may ~ ma~e a'Yare -of their utter spiritual 
destItutIOn, and of theIr depell;dence upon the grace of God. 
. We beseech Thee to' make thls'serVice an occasion of bless
~ng .to eyery'body:of .s~ncti:fication 00 Thy 'peGple, and of 
J~tIficatI?n an~ salvatIon to . such as came 'w'ithin'these walls 
thIS ·evemng WIthOU·t Christ. \ , ~ '.. . . 

We lift our' hearts to 'Thee in earnest 'petition for the 
numberless people who sbar-e this: service with us. We thank 

Thee for the ilellowship of Thy saints, for many who daily 
pray God's blessing upon the ministry of Thy Word. Ble'ss 
them' to-night. Help Thy believing chikH-en to reV'S1 i-n the 
luxury of divine grace; and bring such as are poor and needy • 
such as are spiritually de,stitute, from the dark night of 
strangerhood into the ·welcome· and ·warmth and wealth· of 
the Father's house. 

Bles·s 'Thy suffering children. rf there are any who iU"e in' 
'pain wbo worship with us' now, lift them, we pray Thee, 
out 0:£ their physical distl'less; and where it is Thy will,. grant 
healing of the body. Where it is rather. Thy wisdom that they 
should suff'er the. will of God, we pray Thee to give them 
grace that they may rej,oice in Thy way. So bless us ,in this 
service, and glorify Thyself, for Jesus Christ's sake, Amen. 

I think it is 'a matter of general knowledge, that 
what we are accustomed to call "hard times" obtain 
everywhere; that we are facing ~ general condition. 
I know there are some here and there who whistle to 
keep their courage up,. and who do their utmost to 
make light of the prevailing conditions-and perhaps; 
within measure, that is a jl1stifiaMe procedure. It is 
well' to learn how to make the best of a bad job any 
time. But when all the governments of this great 
commonwealth of natil)ns whi.ch we .call the British 
Empire are similarly affected, when statesmen are at 
their wit's end to know how to deal with the problem 
of unemployment,·sU!.'elywise men will recognize that 
there must be a general cause. 

N or can it be accounted for by differences( of lan
guage, or of race, or of political systems, or of economic 
systems. Free trade England and high protectionist 
America are similarly affected-and one is about as 
badly off as the other. I know there are some who 
have got hold of ~ catch phrase, and, -trying to . look 
as wise as Solomon, they tell us that it is the l'esult 
of overproduction: I am not an economist technically, 
and shall not be guilty of the presumption ·of trying 
to settle ·this problem which seems to aefy solution by 
the most expert minds of the earth. Yet I would 
remind you that not quite ~welv.e years have passed 
since. the conclusion ·of the Great War. And I' sup
pose it would not be an exaggeration to say tha't 
for 'four years and over, almost h.alf the 'popu'l!ltion of . 
the wor l~ was engaged, directly or indirectly" in: a \votk . 
of destructic;m, destroyin"g the accumulated wealth of 
t.he.~ot1tl-an·d·n'ot only so, destroying its most valu
able as.se~, th.e life 'of the best of 'the people, for those 
of us who were left were'merely the "culls". The war 
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was no respecter "Of persons,' and . from every walk 
of life it claimed the very best-t'he best in brain, the 
best in physi.cal manhood; and countless thousands
mi.blions of them-were destroyed, in whteh were in
cluded the potential leaders of industry and commerce 
and statesmanship, and the potential fathers of unhorn 
genera tions. . 

The whole earth was impoverished by that dreadful 
scourge of war. And while the world, or half the 
world; was thus engaged in mutual destruction, 
all these nations were piling tip debts, mortgaging the 
future, laying up a store of trouble. UnrIer that load 
the citiz'enship of half the world is staggering to-day. 

Sometimes I find it helpful to my own thinking to. 
reduce these problems of world dimensions to the. 
limit of an individual life, for it seems to me that 
what is true of the individual is likely to be true of the 
multitude collectively. A man may borrow money and 
liv,e fo·r a few days as though he were a millionaire, 
but when the time of repayment comes he discovers 
that he is poor indeed. And during these intervening 
years since the Armistice the world has been Ii.ying 
superficially, and, in part, artificially, trading in inflated 
values;:and Hving in'a kind of R-IOl, above the earth. 

o Then came a collapse, a tragedy, which affects all 
nations and all governments; and perhaps in the provi
dence of God we may be brought back to' some sort 
of closer relation to realities, and in the midst of it all 
perhaps God may be designing to teach us some 
spiritual lesson: . 

It occurred to me th(i.t while 'our thought is so gener
ally engaged with conditions of this sort it might help 
us to an understanding of a spiritual principle laid 
down in God's Book. 

There was a time in' days gone 'by when the earth 
suffered, not from over-production, but from under
production-from no productiqn at all. For seven years 
the dearth was universal so far as the known world was 
then concerned. In all the earth there was but one 
spot where there w:as plenty. The food of the world 
was under the authority of one person, and .everybody 
who wanted to escape "hard times" had to come to 
him. \ , 

One must be very blind if he cannot see the gospel 
in that. You know the story of Joseph's dreams, of the 
seven plenteous years and the seven years of dearth. 

, My text records the beginning of those seven scanty 
years, and of how life was preserved. Men were sup-' 
plied with food because a revelation fropl Heaven had 
been gi.ven to one man. 

I. 
I 

Still, spiritually, THlf WORLD IS IN THE MIDST OF 
FAMINE, of "hard times". 

In Egypt there was m·uch labour at the beginning of 
. the seven yeOlYs of dearth. Those who shared Joseph's 
secret knew that the seven years of dearth were to 
come; but others did not. And so they plowed and 
harrowed and sowed, and made every effort to produce 
a harvest. They engaged in a ·fruitless labour. They 
spent their labour '·'for that'which satisfieth not". We 
are living in a'time of low .wages, when men will work 
for almost anything; but we have hardly- come to the 
time' in. material affairs When men will" .work for 
nothing; ~hey ask at least that they may. be giveiI their 

food. But at that time men ·laboured for nothing, for 
in spite of all their effort. the land brought nothing 
forth. 

There is an analogy between that situation and 
man's natural efforts to satisfy his soul with bread. 
Men do labour-and labour hard, to find soul...food. 
Sometimes one wonders why men of great wealth 
sho,l1ld continue in business. Many are staggered 
at the very mention of such a figure as a· million 
dollars. 'iVhy anybody would go on piling up money 
when he had amassed a fortune of a million dollars 
passes your understanding. When a man has made a 
million, or ten or fifty or a hundred millions, you say, 
"Why in the world does 'he not ret~re and give some
body else a chance?" Of course, you would ! You 
have l;\n id~a that if you had a vast fqrtune of that 
sort you would spend the rest of your life enjoying it, 
spending it, getting what you could out of it, ·or doing 
what. good you could with it. 

But men are not thus busy merely making money. 
There are men who 'lalbour by the day who live above 
that. They are not labouring merely to buy bread. 
That is an element in it, necessary to .their sU'stenance; 
but when they get on and have accumulated a compe
tence, they 87till go on-what for? Because the mere 
work itself ministers some kind of satisfaction. I met 
an old man once' on a train. He did not look so very 
old, and I was astonished when he told me that he 
had passed his eighty-fi-f.th birthday. He 'wa~ as 
sprightly, keen, and alert, as th0ugh he were only fifty. 
He said to me, "I hav~ maintained my 'health by stay
ing in busines1s." When I learned his name, I realiz
ed he was a muLtimillionaire; yet he was a very simple 
sort of man. .He said, "I have not given over my 
business to the boys. I am at my office every morn- 0 

ing at eight o'clock still, and I keep m)'lSelf alive by . 
keeping alert 'to all the interests of life." . 

'That man was not making money primarily: b.e was 
trying to get food for his soul, trying to find soul-sa·tis
faction in the material realm. . There are thousands 
of materialists. who are not materialis,ts philosophi
cal·ly, but practically. They expect to satisfy their 
immaJterial, th,eir spiritual natures, by drinking of ma
terial springs. They la'bour, a_s they did in Egypt, 
but when the time of reaping comes, behold tpeir 
fields are as barren of food as they were at 
the beginning. W'hen they have explored all the 
possibilities of life in that direction, they are eonstrain
ed to cry with the Preacher of Ecclesiastes, "Vanity 
of vani,ti·es, alI is vanity. My field:s will not produc,e 
wheat. Dig as I will, labour as I may, I oannot find 
the bread that ~iII satisfy a hungry sou!." , 

There is a kind of intellectual occupation. 'Which is 
a plowing of the fields, sowing them in the hope of 
reaping a harvest. 'iV e live in a day when peop].e talk 
much about science. Half of i,t is a sden-ce falsely 
so-called. But still men have profited by the inv-esti
gati"ollis of their predecessc:>T.s, and upon ·the accumu
lated lore.of the ages they have built a structure which 
perhaps they are justified in being proud of. There 

. are some things which may be reckoned to human' 
achievement which may bring satisfaction. Burbank· 
not only inade oranges without seeds---.;he did riot 
ma·ke .them:·· he only learned how, Iby breeding' and 
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inter-breeding, to eliminate the seeds .. I do not under- . 
stand it. I recognize his skill, an"dam glad he did it, 
becau:se I rather like them myself. Someb'Jdy said he 
died a little too SQon, that he ought to have lived long 
enoug~' to"' produce a squirtless grapefruit 1 And 

· I agree with that 1 He did manage to mak~ the desert 
cacti -edible, 'so that even the desert would produce, a 
kind of cactus that was good for human, food. But. 
science' has' never' yet di-scovered how to m~ke any 
kind of food that will s~tisfy an immortal sou1. In 
that realm the.famine still prevails in spite of all men's 
laJbour. ' " ,,' , : 

There is a kind of . religious intellectualism that is_ 
entitled perhaps to some respect. . When I I"ead the 
books of the critics I stand amazed at their industry. 
A man does not become a real scholar by accident. 
There i's no royal road to learning. 

My only' explanation of their industry is that. 
in their effort to provide another religion, they 
are seeking to avoid the necessity of going to Joseph. 
They are determined. they will make other fields pro
duce food. They labour, 1- say, with commendable 
industry; but still the famine prev~ils. When you 
have I,aid down the book:: of the great sch'J;1ar, and you 

· reaIize that it represent's years of tireless industry, ' 
I feel like sayirig, "Poor man 1 From it all you did not 
get as much satisfaction as yo"u would have obtained 
from just qui,etly reading the shepherd's Psalm and 
saying in faith, 'The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want'." 

. 'What is the explanation of the eV'er-mul'tiplying 
religious' cults of the day? Some men are busy 
reading the latest they can find in the. press, the 
new psychology, the psycho-analysis fad-all sorts 
of things which aim to discover sorpe way of \being 
happy, some way of making up th~ deficits I)f life; 
some way of making life complete and sartisfying. It 
is jU'st digging 'in the fields of Egypt when there is 
neither rain nor dew. It is an endeavour, 'by self
effort, to do what can' be done only by a divine visi-
tation. ' 

'I need not enumerate these things, but only remind 
you that many churches are like great factories, 'busy' 
manufacturing, synthetic soul-food. By and by you 
are going to ~arry your lunch in your vest pocket! 
Even a full-grown man of my size will 'be able to carry 
enough to satisfy him for a week-,I was going to say 
i~ his wife's purse, but that would be too big; I me~n 
in the little one he carries himself! He will carry a 

. few little pellets of concentrated food-stuffs, and his 
wife will have no ,II).ore co~king to dl) in those glori-
ous days of the futur~. . 

Religiously, they are anticipating that day-fdr 
what are many chur~hes doing even now? I ask myself 
the· question sometimes. Although I do not want 
to be censoriou.s, but if' I' did not believe we 
we had a message from Heaven, the gift of 'God to 
offer.' to men, I would recommend the closing' of these 
doors and the church's going out of business. I see no 

· 0ther' rea~on -for continuing. I wonder sometimes why 
some churches keep open, arid What they expect to do .. 
What are they' doing?" Famine prevails, but certain 

churches seem bent onendeavo~ring to manufacture 
some sort of synthetic ma,nna: 

Let me tell you some of the elements serile churches 
put into it. For example, they change the architecture 
of the building. I rather like a comfortable dining
r00m. I like to have things well spread, and weU
prepared, upon the table-but flowers' and statuary 
are poor substitutes for food. I am 'not often very 
hungry, but when' you invite me to d.inner, please pu.~ 
s':}mething upon the ta'ble-'or let me go home .to my 
own 1 . But here is a church that has rio. mission, no I' 
message. and n'o food for the people, and th:ey say, 
"VYe will spend some money. We wilt change'the 
tvpe of the building. vVe will have a different sort 
O'f dining-room, and pe'Jple wil~ think they are having' 
something to eat." They spend money to make the 
church "churchy". If they have nothng to eat, 'they 
at least have a ni'ce dining-room. There is no mes
sage, no Bible, no authoritative mes'sage in the 'pulpit. 
There is no prayer-meeting, no ·commerce with 
Heaven; there is no manna from the Skies. But 
they will serve synthetic manna, ecclesiastically pr<>
duced, an element of which is the new architectur&
or, let us call it art. They say, "We will minister to 
the 'highest in men" and will at least make them feel 
religious by putting them in a religious' building." 

When the minister has ceased' to find any interest 
in prayer, he reads his prayer. You can always be 
sure that, when liturgical forms of service are re-
quisitioned, it is because spiritual life' is declining. The 
man feels very uncomfortable when the time for \} . 
prayer comes, so he has it written. He says, "We are 
not Anglicans"-why not? I have p1"O.found respect 1 
for our Epis'copalian friends. Their prayer servke I. 

is worth whHe if you put your hear.t into i.t. I have 
no objection to written prayers per se. The Bible is 
full of them. But why resort to the reading of prayers 
surreptitiously'? ' 

I I cannot compliment such efforts by calling them 
intellectual, but call them what you like, they combine 
a little art in architecture and music: a little form, and 
people are expected to feel as .though they had had a 
spidtual meal. But there is nothing to feed their souls 
upon; there is no fbod at all. But is not that the pre-, 
vailing condition to-day? "Hard times", famine, 
prevails ·everywhere; an,d men ar·e labouring by their 
own efforts to do without God, to force their own way 
to heaven. 

, II. 
But in the land of Egypt there is bread. THERE IS 

ONE PLACE WHERE THERE IS PLENTY OF BREAD. Again and 
again you will find that principle in t~e Bible:;: "And when 
he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that 
land; and he began to hr in want. And. he went \ 
and joined himself to a citizen I)f that country; and 
he sent him into his' fields to feed swine. And he 
would fain have filled his belly with the huslks that 
the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him." Hun
gry and starving, nobody gave to pim, until at last 
he said, "i know a plaoce where there are· no hard time~. 
How many hi"red s·ervants of my fatl;1er:'s. have bread, 
en·o'ugh a:nd to spare, and I---!fl) 01 that I am-perish 
with hunger I" 

" 
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'I How was it there was plenty in Egypt when famine 
· elsewhere prevailed? It was because God had anticipated 
the years of dearth, and had made provision for them. 
When the years of dearth came,' they found one man in 
Egypt unsurprised. He was ready for them. 

r grow almost impatient with people who apply 
their evolutionary principles to the gospel, and try t.o 
make out that· thi's Book is the result of man's feeling 
after God. The very opposite i~ true: ;the revelation 
t)f God in' Christ is the result of God'oS search for man 
--':"not man's search for God. And, my dear friends, 

· ev:e.ry need of this hour has been' anticipated. Do not 
aHow m.en to persuade you that the gospel is merely 
Paulinism; that the great truth of' the Atonement has 
been propagated through the years .because of· the tre
mendous influence of the master-mind of Saul of 
Tarsus. That is not the explanation. The explana
tion is that. the Lamb wa'S slain from the foundation 
Oof the world,' that before ever the' dearth began to 
come a God of grace made provision to meet it, devi~ing 
means that His banished should not be expelled from Him. 

Then, you will remember, how this provision was 
"'fade by one .person. It was .~ot the result of a par
ha.mentary act. I-t was not due to a council of, the 
wise _ men of Egypt: it was the result of the act 01 

one person who did wha't he did because God had 
revealed to him what the world would need. 

That is the ·gospel. It is all in Christ. Let me run 
over the parallelisms, and. you can meditate upon them 
for yourselves. This Joseph was separated from his 
fathe,r, as ~as our Joseph; sold for silver, as was Jesus; 
t:ast mto pl'1son and . numbered with the transgressors as 
was Jesus, as it is written, "there they crucified him, 
and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the 
other on the .left", and the word was fulfilled which 
says, "He was taken frOom prison and from 'jU'dgment 
· . . he was numbered with the transgressors' ana 
he bore the sins of many, and ma·de intercessio~ for 
the transgressors." And then he came to the throne 
for the day came when Pharaoh handed over all hi~ 

. authority to Joseph. He put his ,signet ring upon his. 
hand, and a great ·chain about his neck and said 
"Thou shalt be over my house, and accordi~g unto th; 
w?rd shall all my people be ruled: only. in the throne . 
Will I be greater than thou." And when the famine 
was in all lands, and the people cried for bread and 
they came to Pharaoh, he said, "Go unto Joseph . ~hat 
~e saith t? !Oou, do.': Our Lord ascended on hig'h; He 

led ~apt~vlty c~ptIve, and received gif.ts for men". 
In HI~ hl'gh p~le~~ly prayer, in' anticipation of that 
ascensIOn he said, As thou hast given him 'power .ov.er 
all flesh, that he should give eternal life to a'S many 
as thou hast given ·him." . 

I believe there is one aspect of the life and death of 
o~r Lord. that is not ·as frequently or as clearly .empha
Sized. as It ought to be .. During 'the seven plenteoll's 
years the peop-Ie spent laVishly, and they saved nothing. 
,,yhen the .en~ of the years of plenty began to come, 
. they had nothmg 'laid by them in store. But there was 
one ma.n who had saved the sur-plus, allowing nothing 
to waste .. H~ 'b?~g.ht ;up the surplus- 'of the plenteous 
years and laid It up m store houses un·til at last he 
'-(Itt numbering. Hj:s supplies were so grea:t they bord-

D 

• 

ered on the .infinit~, and he said at last to thos~ under 
him, "Do not cqunt it any more. It is Ibey~nd count, 
it i'S beyond mea-sure. There is enough: and to spare. 
We shall be ready when the days of .dearth begin 
to come." . ._ 

The. Lord Jesus in Hi!; earthly life laid up a surplus 
of merit, a righteousness, that is equal to the require
ments of all of woman born. The storehouses are filled. 
When there was, no bread anywhere, they came, to 
Joseph; and Joseph' opened the, store'houise:s: ',' The 
gospel storehouses, my friends, are ful!!. I had il'mos't, 
said full to the roof, but there is no roof. They are as 
infinite as God Himself, because He is the Store-
house. ' ' 

Will you mark this : even in Egypt people were 
hungry. Even in Egypt there was not a man who had 
saved anything, and in that time offamine, while,there 
was bread in Egypt, it was all under Joseph's hand; 
and nobody got a bit of bread, or a bag of wheat, or 
anything to satisfy his hunger, who did not .receive it 
directly from the hand of Joseph .. 

What. is, salvation? Salvation is Jesus Christ. "Is 
it not the gospel?" someone asks. Yes; but the gospel 
tells us of Christ. "Salvation is in the' Bible?" Yes; 
but the ,Bible leads us to Christ. He is the Alpha and 
the Omega, the Beginning arid the Ending. There is 
nothing apart from Christ, but everything in Christ. 
That is the way to escape "hard' times", mv dear 
friends. ,-

Another says, "But when the people came to Joseph, 
they had to buy, did they not ?" Yes; they came to buy 
~orn .. 'But they -had not enough money, any of them, to 
buy enough corn to last them'to the end of famine. They 
came back-not only the sons of Jacob, but others too. 
They came back again and again, and said, "Give us 
more corn.!' At last they said, ","Ale have no money. 
vVe come with empty hands." "\Vhat have you got 
to give?" "Nothing,; just ourselves. , vVe will 'be thy 
servants, only give us bread to eat." So they came' 
and yielded themselves, because they had nothing ~se 
to give. 

The parallel is beautifully complete. There is no 
record that any hungry man, was ever turned away 
from Joseph's door. The rich and the poor,'the wise 
and the foolish, the great and the small, the Egyptian 
and the alien, the man next door and the man from the 
far country-all had to ~ome -on the same terms, and 
they were all dependent ilpon'the same great governor. 
Nobody lived but by the gracious will of him at whose 
girdle the ,golden key to 'the storehouses hung. That 
is the gospel. What shall we do? 

"But drops of grief can n~'er repay 
The debt of love I owe'; 

He~e, Lord, r give myself away, 
'Tis all that .r can do." 

What shall we get-just bread? Somebody said to 
me last week, "I -have a hard time just to keep mys.elf . 
Very often I have had to go with nothing but bread, 
and perhaps a cup of .tea." How does the Lord enter
tain His ,guests? You know how Joseph entertained 
those who came ,to his table. He gave them not bread 
only, but all the good ,things of the ,land of Egypt,'and-
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at last he said to his br.ethren, "Come and live with me. 
Sit at my'table all the time." 

In the announcements to-night I read "ol'ie im;iting 
the young ladies to come and bring their lunch"and 
tea .would . be provided. That is some people' 5 . concep
tion of salvation (I mean no reflection on the young' 
ladies). 'They think that is the way to be saved: bring 
something of your own, and ""hat you cannot supply 
the Lord will make up. If anybody came as my guest, 
~n.d were to sit down at my table with a paper bag 
.and begin to 'open it, I should say, "What hav~ you 
· the~e ?" "Oh, I feared I should have pretty poo.r fare 
.if I came to,~ preacher's, 'so, as I was hungpy, I thought 
I would bring my dinner with me." I should not feel 
such ·an action to be a compliment. 

. "Thou art ,coming to a King, 
Large petitions with thee Dring; 

For His gra!;e and power are such. 
N one can ever ask too much." 

It is' not to a paltry luncheon you are invited: it is 
to a banqueting-house. When you come in your rags, 
as the prodigal .came, asking a piece of 'pread at the 
back door, to sit down and eat it among the servants, 
you will find your Lord with the best robe, with the 
banquet prepared, with shoes for your feet, and, for a 
little bit of luxury, He will say, "Put a ring on his 
hand; let us eat and be merry." . , 

I invite you to the King's banquet. I invite you to 
come out of the storm into the calm; .from want to 
~ealth; to find in Jesus Christ eternal satisfaction for -
the soul. . . 

·".out of my bondage, sorrow, and night, 
Jesus, I come! Jesus, I come! 

Into Thy freedom, gladness, and light; 
Jesus, I come to Thee! . 

Out of my sickness into Thy health; 
Out of my want and into Thy wealth, 
Out of my sin and into Thyself, 

Jesus, I come to Thee!" 

THE OLD ·MAN AND THE NEW. 

A Sermon 

By'the Rev. Thomas 'Todhunter, ·M.A . 

. 'Vicar of Dacre, Cumberland, some time during the last half' of the 18th century. (The Editor's great-great-grandfather), 
. .printed from a ,manuscript in the Editor's possession dated 1760. 

"That ye put off concerning the former conv.ers'ati'on the old man,' which is corrupt according 
to the deceitful lusts; 

"And be renewed ·in· the g.p~rit of your mInd; 
"And that ye put .on <the new man, which after God ,is: created in righteousness and true holiness." 

-Ephesians 4: 22-24. 

This· exhortation ·was given by the' Apostle Paul to 
the saints and believers at ·Ephesus, whom God' had 
quickened by His sovereign and almighty grace, when 

· they were dead in trespasses and sins. And as Paul 
had been an .instrument in the hands of God of calling 
them out of the mist of thick darkness; error, ignor
ance, and superstition, into the marvellous light of the 
gospel he, in the most tender and pathetic manner, 
beseeches them to walk worthy of their .high vocation-

.and to adorn it with purity and'holiness of living. "This 
I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye hence-
forth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of 
their mind, having the understanding darkened, being 
alienated 'from ·the life of God through the ignorance 
that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 
who being past feeling have given themselves over unto 
lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 
But ye have not so learned Christ; if so be that ye have, 
hea~d him, and have 'been taught by him, as the truth is 
in Jesus: that ye 'put off concerning the former conver
sation the old 'man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of your 
mind; and that ye put on the new man, which after God 
is created in righteousness and true holiness." 

The conditiori on which ministers hold their office, is 
extremely awful. They must render an account to <,}od 
of tl:teir fidelity to the souls committed to their charge. 
It is natural for us in such a situation, to be often re-

· volving ·inour ·minds this great and weighty trust.' It 
is at once our duty and interest, :to consider with all 
possible care~ ·in. what way we may have the easiest and 

most effectual access to the hearts of sinners: what views 
of divine truth will be most convincing; what forms of 
address will make. the strongest and most lasting im
pression: in one word; how we may acquit ourselves in 
our ministry, so as to be "the savour"of life unto life" 
to many of those who hear us, and to deliver our own 
souls from the blood of those that perish. 

Such. indeed, . is the undeniable moment and import
ance of the truths of the gospel, that I am often ready 
to think it will be easy to set them in so clear and con
vincing a light as no person of common understanding 
shall De able to resist. I am often ready to say within 
myself, surely, if they be warned, they will no more 
dare to rush upop, the thick bosses of the Almighty's 
buckler; surely the \ b.oldest sinner must tre.mble at the 
thoughts. of death, judgment, and eternity, so fast ap
proaching, and from which it is impossible to fly. But, 
when we see how many are able to sit unmoved under 
the most awful threatenings from the Word .of God, 
how many continue unchanged under the most alarming 
and awakening discourses, our thoughts are immedi-

. ately carried back to the unsearchable depths of divine 
·counsels;. and we must say· with our Lord, "Even S'O, 

Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight"; or .. with 
tq.e Apostle Paul, "But if our gospel" be hid, it is hid 
to them that are lost: ·in whom the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest 
the light of the glorious ·gospel of. Christ, who .is the 
image of God, should shine unto them." . 

A sense of dufy, therefore, and an earnest desire 'for 
the salvation of yo~r precious souls, has constrained me 
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t6 make cJlOice of one of the most important subjects 
in the whole Bible, for my present ·discourse. And may 
the Lord enable me to open these words, and apply them. 
properly to all your. consciences-may He make His 
own Word "quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing eyen to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and ot the joints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts ancl intents of the heart."· 

In discoursing upon this noble subject, I propose, in 
-the first place, to shew what the Apostle here means by 
the (iold man"; secondly, What is meant by putting off 
the "old man"-"That he put off concerning the former 
conversation the old qlan"; and lastly, what we are to 
understand by being ((renewed in the spirit"~, and by 
putting ((on the new man, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness." 

I. 
I begin with shewing WHAT IS MEANT HERE BY THE 

"OLD MAN". 

By the "old man" is meant that. corruption and deprav~ 
ity of nature which we derive from our forefather 
Adam. While man is in his natural state, he is an 
enemy to God' by wicked' works. Yea, such is our 
miserable condition by sin, that we are not only become 
the objects of God's displeasure, anod liable to everlast
ing destru~tion-=-but our nature is greatly disordered 
and . corrupted-so that in us, in our flesh "dwelleth no 
good thing: for to will is present with me, but how to 
perform -that which is good I find not". Our under
standing is darkened, filled with prejudices against' the 
truth, continually opposing God's method of salvation. 
and incapable· of discerning spiritual things. The 
natural man receiveth' not the things of the Spirit of 
God: .. for they are foolishness unto him:' neither can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." 
Our will is stubborn and rebellious, so that it is called 
in scripture "enmity . against God". And all our' affec
tions are wild and ungovernable, deaf to the voice of 
God in scripture and conscience-in perpetual discord 
among themselves-and wholly alienated from God to 
Whom alone they ought to be devoted. In a word, the 
language of our depraved nature, the language of every 
un renewed heart. is, "Our lips are our own; who is lord 
over us?" 
. The natural state and condition of man is thus de

scribed by God Himself, "The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately' wicked: who can know it?" 
And by the wise man, "Lo, this only have I found. that 
God hath made man upright; but they have sought out 
many inventions".' . _ '. 

The (i old man", or nature corrupted, appears in all 
unregenerate persons in one shape, or other. How 
many are there, even among those called Christians. 
who yield themselves up to the unrestrained indulgence 
of pleasure, sensual appetite, ana wild domineering pas
sions carry them on with unbridled ful'Y" The lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, pos
sess their affections and engross all their attention. This 
is the path of the abandoned, heaven-daring profligate, 
who casts off all fear of God, who bursts asunder every' 
bond, who draws "iniquity with cords of vanity, and 
sin as it were with a cart-rope". . 

Again, there are some whose affections are glued to 
this present world-7.uhose hearts are set upon present 

gain. They are still anxiously crying, '''What shall we 
eat? Or, What shall we dri11lk? or, Wherewithal shall 
we be clothed?" Persons of 'this character often pique 
themselves likewise on a religious profession;. and· in 
performing a round of du.ties very. exactly, who, not
withstanding, are far from possessing that holiness 
which is essential to a real Christian, in the sight of 
God and man. View them in their respective places of 
worship; there you will see them assume a seri<;>us air. 
as' though they were greatly concerned about their ever
lasting welfare. But see them. in their families, and 
about their common business, there alas! they appear 
full 0.£ levity; foolish and. trifling, vain and corr.up~ in 
their conversation. There you will find them gnppmg, 
oppressive and covetous; making it 'their chief aim to 
lay up great fortunes, and raise their family in the 
world. These, like their forefathers,. "for a pretence 
make long prayer": Jhen at the same time, they "grind 
the faces of the poor" ~nd devour widows' houses; they 
lay up that in their coffers, which 6f. right belongs to 
the poor who labour under them; the rust of which 
shall be a- swift witness against them another day, and 
"shall eat your flesh as it were with fire". Does not 
our land groan under such professors, such Christians 
as these? Such persons, whether more light in' their 
disposition, or more grave, are still walking after the 
flesh;-they are alike the children of the devil, and the 
slaves of sin; and notwithstanding the c~atter they may 
at any time make about the necessity of good works, 
they are entirely destitute of every degree of real holi
ness, and are in the broad way to destruction. 

By the ((old man", then, the Apostle must be understood 
to mean the corruption of our natu.re-the blindness 
and hardness of our hearts-and that body of sin, which 
discovers itself in wicked practices and the workings 
of . impetuous and .unlawful appetites-which corrupts 
all the faculties of the· soul; and all the members of the 
body, and, unless cured by renewing 'grace, would issue 
in our everlasting ruin. The old man or the various 
forms wherein the corr~ption of human nature appears 
is very well described by. this Apostle' in his Epistle to 
the Galatians: "Now the wOIlks of the flesh are mani
fest, which are these: Aaultery, fornification, unclean
ness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, vari
ance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, en
vyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such 
like' of the which I tell you before, as I have also told 
you 'in time past, that -they which do such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom of- Ood." 

Now as a thorough conviction of sin .is the first step 
to a new life, is this your state and condition? Are you 
convinced of your miserable condition by nature? Q Do 
you find yourselves oppressed with a load of guilt.? 
And are you ready to cry out with the Apostle, "0 
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?" If this is your situation, you 

. will readily attend, while I endeavour, . 

II: 
To shew WHAT IS MEANT BY PUTTING OFF T,HE OLD 

MAN. 
By putting off -the "old man" 'we are to understand 

a deep humilia.tion of mind, and convict~on of sin and 
da.nger. Those who are not humbled. under a sense 
of guilt and inbred corruption will never put off the 
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old man;· they will treat wi~h contempt a purchased sometimes in liquor, yet thank God, I am· no fornicator, 
pardon. and a· cruci,fied ·Saviour: They' will live upon I am honest, I do nobody any harm; andconsequentlf . 
their own stock, and not submit to a. better righteous- God will sooner shew mercy to me,' than to many who 
ness .. than their' own. 'This our Lord Himself often tells are greater sinners. I ·have the precedency of ,them. 
us in the' plainest' terms. "They that be whole need' I stand a better chance for' heaven than they do." Thus 
not a' physiCian, but they that are sick." "I am not he vainly flatters himself, that what distinguishes him 
come to call the righteous,' but sinners to repertance." ~rom his fellow-creatur~s w.ill rec,?mmend him. to God. 
To these idde·ed His invitation and call are pafticularly' 0 how deceitful is 'the human heart, how desperately 
address :. "Com~ unto 'me, all ye that labour and are wicked! N one but God can know it!· It will rum
heavy faden, and I will· give you rest. Take rt:Iy yoke mage all nature for ,relief, before it can be brought to 
upon Y5>u, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly rest on Christ alone for all salvation. 
in heart: arid ye'shall find rest unto your souls. For But when the n~il of conviction is, as 'it were, driven 
my yoke is easy" and my burden is light." . t9 the he~d,-when he discovers the holiness of God, and 

To the sa~e purpose we shall find many other pas- the obligation to love Him with all· the heart, and soul, 
sages, both in the· prophetic and' apostolic writings. The and strength and mind, all his fond imaginations are de
glad tidings of salvation are always directed to the hum- stroyed. \Vhen he perceives the extent and spirittiality.' 
ble, miserable, broken-hearted, thirsty, perishing soul. of God's law, he cannot forbear crying out to himself, 
Thus in the prophet Isaiah. "Ho, everyone that thirst- "Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of 
eth, come ye to the' waters, and he that hath nci' 1l10ney ; unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of un
oome ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk clean lips; for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
without money and· without price:" When our Lord of hosts." He sees that a whole eternity of perfect 
entered upon His public ministry, He opened His com- . obedience would do just nothing at all towards expiating 
mission in the following terms: "The spirit of the Lord' the guilt of the least sin. Nay, he sees that all his best 
is, upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the. duties ·are stained 'with such sins and imperfections, that 
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken- he ·is still adding to the charge, instead of taking qff from 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and. the old score; for we are all as an "unclean thing." Thus 
recovering of sight to ·the blind, to set at liberty them at last he shakes off his own righteousness-he puts off 
that are bruised, to preach. the acceptable year of the the old man-he is stript of e~ery plea, of every recom
Lord." mendation, and finds himself upon a level with the chief 

From these passages, and many bthers in the same of sinners. He no longer bolsters himself up with think
.strain, it is ~vident beyond contradiction, that there must ing that he is better than his neighbors. He confesses 
be a deep humiliation of mind-a deep sense of guilt that if God should deal with him according to justice, he 

'and wretchepness, before a. sinner can be brought unto deserves nothing but everlasting destruction. He sees 
God. . not only his danger, but his guilt; not only the feat:ful-

The first work of a convinced" sin1~er is to mOtt~n over ness of his state, but the holiness and righteousness of 
the gross, enormities of a profligatf! life, or a life devoted his Judge. He lies down prostrate at the foot-stool of the 
to ~vorldly pU1·suits. He, prays' more frequently, and Almighty, and makes unmerited· mercy· and sovereign 
reads more diligently.. He applies himself to a new grace the only foundation of his hope. New light breaks 
course of action. But alas! how should waters that are in' upon his dark, benighted soul,-feel~ng' the guilt of 
muddy cleanse' the garments thai are filthy! How sin, and the curse of the law lie heavy upon his soul, re
carl he expect to atone for one sin by committing an- demption in Christ's blood is precious to him, and the 
other! Yet however vain the attempt, whenever con- name of a Saviour unspeakably dear. 
viction lays hold on a sinner, he has a strong inclination Have you then been deeply humbled under a sense ·of 
that "righteousness should come by the law". He is. the sins and impurities of your past lives? Has the Holy 
conscious that some amendment must be made for his Ghost enlightened your dark minds with the· beams of 
past iniquities, and therefore he hopes to do it by his God's saving knowledge?' Have you put off the (lId man? 
own works and virtuous actions, He must have some- Have you forsaken your former vain and "foolish conver
thing of his own to glory in, and is loath to be beholden sation?' Have you cast off your former self-righteous-. \ 
to Christ for a better righteousness than his own. This ness, yotir' former evil habits; your evil practic~s, and 
is' the disposition of every man· at his being first awak- your evil ways? And have you thrown all aside with 
ened. For as man wll;s originally framed to live' by his abhorrence, as you wotild an old filthy garment that is 
own righteousness, and to enjoy a reward by virtue of 'no longer fit to be worn? This is putting off the Old Man. 

"that righteousness; so .in his fallen state he still retains And rememiber this'must all be doile, before you can be 
the strongest inclination to establish his own righteous- Christians. "Therefore if any man be iii. Christ, he is a 
ness, as. the ground of his acceptance with a· high and new' creatilre; 'old things are passed away; behold, alI 
hold God .. Hence, like the Pharisees 0.£ old, he is ready things are become new." Which leads me 
to look with some measure of satisfaction on those who 
have been greater sinners than himself, and, secretly 
to found his expectation of pardon for those sins he 
hath committed, on the superior heinousness of those 
from which he hath ,abstained. "'Tis true," says he, "I 
am a great sinner, but there, are many far greater. I 
have, not been guilty of such enormities· and irregulari
ties as many, of my neighbours. If I am overtaken 

III. 
Thirdly, TO SHEW WHAT IS MEANT .BY BEING '~RENEWED' 

IN :rHE SPIRIT" and putting ,"on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and ·true h<;>liness." : 

To be born again, to be renewed 111 the spirit, 'to put on' 
the "new man" and to be justified, are all' expressions of 
the same import. They all signify a great and remark-

. I 
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,able change i,lt a man's state and character. You know, as there is betwixt light and darkness, betwixt flesh and 
that, when an infant is newly born, it is in a different" state spirit; and this is very apparent in their whole conduct. 
from what it was before the' birth. Just so is it with re- 'For the gospel brings forth fruit, in all them that know 
gard to the new birth, or putting on-the "new man". A man . it in' truth. Hence it is compared to a ,mould into which 
that is born again, or renewed in the spirit, is quite differ- melted metals at:e cast; from which they receive th~ir 
ent in his ideas of God, in his temper and in his manners, form, and bear its impression. "But God be thanked, 
from what he was before. that'ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from 

N ow this great change is not effected by hU'ln(J,n . learn- the heart that form (type) of doctrine' which was de
ing and knowledge; but only by means of the Holy Ghost livered you., Being then mlade free from sin, ye· became 
enlightening our minds to know and 'understand the the servants of righteousness.'" 'Now as the gospel is the 
scriptures. The finest parts and the most improved genius doctrine here designed; and is a doctrine which is accord
cannot avail a man here. "Flesh and blo'od hath not re-' ing to gouliness; they who receive impression from it, 
vealed it unto thee, but my' Father which is in heaven." must have their minds conformed by it, to the law of God, 
'For though the' spirit of a man knows the things of. a as the rule of righteousness. Thus man becomes a new 
man: yet the things of God knows no man but the spirit' man-the word of truth becomes effectual, through the 
of God: agency of the Holy Spirit, to produce that purity in heart, 

It is 'entirely a supernatural change, i.~., it is such a which is .the-very health of the soul; and those good works 
change as man cannot by his own power effect, without in the life, which are the only ornament of a Christian 
superior or divine aid. As we are by nature in a state profession. _ 
of enmity and opposition to God, so this is what of our- I They who are in Christ Jesus, they who have put on 
selves. we cannot remove or overcome. Thus the Apostle the new man, "walk not af~er the flesh". They are not 
John describes those who believe in the name of Christ: in bondage to sin-are not led by an inclination to estab
"Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the lishtheir own righteousness, and to gratify their' corrupt 
flesh, 'nor of the will of man, but of God." And thus the appetites and passions: but they walk after the Spirit. 
Apostle Paul expresses himself: "Not by works of right- ' They are led by a prevailing inclinCl1tion and desir,e to be 
eousness which we have done, but according to his mercy found in Christ, not having their own righteousness, but 
he saved us, -by the washing of regeneration, and renew- that which is by the faith of Christ, and to be made con
ing of the Holy Ghost". This great change is elsewhere formable unto his death,' if by any m~ans they may a,ttain 
called a new creation in. allusion to the power exerted in unto the resurrection of the dead." And this is quite 
the production: "For we are his workmanship, created above nature. This is the new creature; for we are "cre
in Chris~ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ated in Christ Jesus unto good works"; and "if any man 
ordained that we should walk in them." 'be in Christ, he is a new creature". 

Our natural state is, in scripture, compared to death, On the contrary, he who has not put off the "old man" 
and our recovery to our bei'l1g restored to life. Thus the walks in darkness, and still continues the servant of sin. 
Apostle in writing to the Ephesians says, "And you hath He walks according to the course of this world-in the 
he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins", and lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh, and 
a little after, "But God, who is rich in mercy, for his of the mind; and while in his natural and unregenerate 
great love wherewith he loved us, even ,when we' were state, is a child of wrath, and exposed to the judgment 

. dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ". To of God. 
the same purpose the· Apostle John says, "We know that And now, in review of what has been said, methinks 
we have passed from death unto life". This great change everyone here should seriously lay it to heart, and ask 
is sometimes described as passing from darkness to light, the question-Have I put off the "old man", with my for
than which two things nothing can 'stand in greater oppo- 'mer wicked conversation? Have I put on the "new man"? 
sition to one another. "Ye were sometimes darkness, but . For it appears from a vari{!ty of scripture phrases, that 
now are ye light in the Lord". So ,that you see there is' to be "born again" and to put on the "new man" is the 
as much difference betwixt orie who is born again, and most essential doctriqe' of the gospel. Our Lord ex-
another WhO is not born again, as there is betwixt light pressly affirms that "Except a man b!! born again, he '1 
and darkness, betwixt night and day. This is so well cannot see the ,kingdom of God." 
known to everyone who is renewed in the spirit, and has . With what jealousy ought this to fill many of the state 
put on the new man,' that it is needless to multiply pas- of their s.ouls!· How slight and inconsiderable a thing is 
sages about it. May the Lord impress the meaning and it that with multitudes passes for religion! How many 
im'portance of this doctrine upon all our hearts! fondly hope that they will be accepted of God, upon ac
, There is no part of scripture doctrine which the natural count of their own righteousness. And yet, they have no 
man hears with greater aversion, or opposes with greater righteousness to boast of : Perhaps these people that make 
violence than this. It gives so humbling a view of our such a noise about thei~ good works, never so much as 
own character, and stands so directly opposed to pride pray in their families-going 'in a formal, lifeless man
and self-sufficiency, that it cannot be acceptable 'to 'any, ner to Church once a week-a few cold forms,. a little 

,till they see their lost, undone state by nature, and' are outward decency, some faint desires, rather than endeav
brought to a saving acquaintance with its power and effi- ours, is all they depend upon to secure their everlasting 
cacy. However it hath pleased God, remarkably to bless happiness. Talk to them about a new birth--4:ell them 
this "fo~lishness of preaching", or this foolish part of they must put off the old -man, it all appears to them 
preaching, to the salvation of many souls. enthusiasm and nonsense. If the inspired writers be al-

I said that there is as much difference betwixt those rowed to express themselves either with propriety or 
who have put on the "new marl", and those who have not,. truth, it is painful to think of the unhappy, deluded state 
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of so great a number of our fellow-sinners. Many there 
are, I fear, in this very congregation, 'who are slumberiI:J;g 
in sin-going the broad way to destritction, lulling theil' 
consciences asleep--and - crying, "Peace, p'eace; when 
there is no peace" but sudden destruction coming upon 
them. ' 

Be not deceived, this change must pass upon everyone 
that ~nt,ers into the Kingdom of God. And can so great 
a change take place, and yet have no vi·sible effect? Had 
any great change happened in your worldly circumstanc~ 
from riches to poverty, or from poverty to riches, all 
around you would have speedily discerned it. Had. any, 
such change happened in your health, it had been' impos
sible to ,conceal it. Had it happened iiI your intellectual 
accomplish1pents it would have ,been quickly celebrated. 
How comes it then to be quite undiscerpable, when ,~t is 
from· sin to holiness? Certainlv, whoever is born again, 
and. renewed .in the, spirit of his miBd, will be found in 
his conversatiQB.' with his fellow-creatures a quite differ
ent person, from what he was before .. He will ,discover 
his new na~ure and life by new apprehensions of God
of himself-of the world~of. Jesus. Christ-and of all the 
ordinances, of his appointment. How then can you sup
pose that you haye put on the "new man", unless you dis-' 
cover the proper effects oi this ,great change in your 
whole conversation? May the Lord, by His almighty 
voice in,scripture, awaken you out of· your security, and 
careless formality, ,and m~y He give, you a right uBder-
standing in all things. , 

THE DIFFERENCE ·GOD MAKES. 
.(Continued 'fro.~, page 4.) 

public and private and family worship be regularly main
tained. We all deeply need its ennobling influence. 

There was also a change of view in Jacob's soul. Jacob· 
called the name of the place "Bethel".. The place was 
literallv the same as before. But it has a new name now. 
The place was as full of stones as ever; but Lu::; becomes 
"Bethel" to the man who has seen God. The outward con
ditions' were exactly the same as hefo,,":!, but the whole 
outlook was transformed and transfigured. The place of 
hard conditions has become the "gate of heaven". Oh,' 
the difference God makes! This is none other than the 
house of God. This Luz, this place of stones and desola
tion, this place is the "gate of heaven". How beautiiul 
this is! Our lot may r~main the same as of old. The trial 
.may continue, the whole condition of things remain un
changed, but when God is seen, and His voice of grace is 
heard, the whf)le outlook of things is glorified. 

Finally, there was a change in Jacob's manner. This 
though is obtained fr0111 chapt~r twenty-nine, v~rse one, 
where the Hebrew reads, "Then Jacob lifted up his feet." 
No doubt when he reached Luz the night before he 
dragged his weary, reluctflnt, feet to his solitary place of 
rest, scarcely able to' take .another step. , But after the 
sleep and the vision of God he renewed his journey with 
a light, eager step. "He lifted up his feet". So when 
God comes into our life, as He loves to do, we tread the 
weary way with light, elastic, step. God is with us, and 
all is well. 

SUNDAY LAST IN JARVIS STREET. 
It was 'a good day. Great congregaJtions, and several con

versaons. The attendance at 8'chool was 1,50'7. 

;. 

CONVENTION NOTICES. 
" . Ail delegates requiring billets must communicate with' 
Mr. Geol"ge Benson, 380 Dufferin Avenue, London, OnJtario, 
immedJi'ately if entertainment is .to be arranged. 

The Pastors' Fellowship 'Meeting, to be held on Tuesda'Y 
afternoon, October 21st, at 2;~1) Q'c~ock, preceding the regu
lar Conve,ntion sessions, is for Mini'sters only, and should be 
attended by every Pas·tor. 

KENORA COMES INTO THE UNION. 
, At 'the regular quarterly business mee'ting of the Kenom 

. Baptist Churc:h, held October 8th, t.he resolutions printed 
below were unanimously p!issed. They were handed to us 
to-day by the p.astor, Rev. -E. Hooper, who has come from 
the ,nor·th to attend the Conventio·Ji. in London, next week. 

, We-rejoice in the action of the Kenora Church, and are 
SU!l"e many other.s will follow as they gradually become con
vinced of ·Mcl\:1,asteris apostasy, and of the s·pread of the 
virus of 'M·odernism through all d'epartments .of the old 
Convention, .life. 

First Resolution. 
W'here~s we, Ip.embers of the Tabernacle Baptist Church 

of Ke.nora, Ontar:io, believe the Bi·ble to be the ins·pired 
and, inmlHble Word of God, and- wish to be id.enti;fied 
with, and only with, those who :base their teaching on 
this belief, and . 

Whereas much that is contra:ry to this .belief has been 
'and is now being Uaught ·and p·reaehed in jnstitutions 
and, churches ide·ntif.ied with the Ba·ptist Convention' 
of Ontario' a'lld Quebec; and 

W'hereas that Convention :has excluded from its fel
·lawship the delegates of churches which bear faithful 
testimony to the truth .of 'God!s Word; and 

Whereas, for some time past, i·t has seemed ·inconsi'S
tent with our belief to support the work of a Conven
tion w;hich is unwilling to declare itself as being' op
po~~d to this Modernistic teaching, which· is pai'.al~n.g 
SpIrItual work, 

Therefore, Be It Resolved: That the Talbernacle Bap-' 
tist Church of Kenora, Ontario, nlace itself on relcord 

.as takjng a pos·itive and uncomproonising posjtion ·on the 
FundamentaJs of !the Faith; and . 

Be It Further Resolved: Tha.t we, ifrom this date 'with
dr.aw aH support from the Baptist Convention ~f On
tario and Quebec a·nd its Boards. 

Second Resolution. 
iWh~reas, the. Tabernac-ie Baptist Church of :Ke~ora, 

OntarIO, has thIS day severed 'all connection with the 
Baptist Convention of Ontaa-io and Que'bec' 'and 

Whereas, .we des·ire to ha:ve fello;w.ship with tho,se 
churches whIch are standing uncompromisingly with the 
Word of God, 
. The,refore, Be It. Resolved, that we 'hereby seek adm.is

S:Ion I,nto the Un'ion of Regular Ba-pti'st Ohurches of 
OntarIO and Quebec. 

RADIO INTERFERENCE. 
Weare receiving lette:rs from many quarters s'ayi'ng that 

our .Sun~j.ay evening servi~s ·broadcast by the most pow.erful 
sta~lOn In Oanada, a.re being drowned by WLW of Cincin
natI. 

We have written Ottawa on the subject as has' also CKGW 
and we ho.pe Washington, w!ll co.mpel WiUW to keep on .i~, 
?wn tr.ack. We shall be oibhged If all our readers w'ho. tune 
In on CKG'W,. 7.00 to 9.00 Sunday evenings', will advise us 
-whether we 'are heard and als'o whether the same inter
f.e·rences ~a,kes place at the s'ame hours week evening.s. 
Please wrIte us at' .once. 

REMEMBER· ," 
THE RADIO FUND 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS F.UND 
THE, SEMINARY FUND . 

Three thirsty children 
Who always wa~t a Udjink". 
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W. GORDON BROWN, Editor. 

A GREAT CONVENTION. McGrath, StudeJllli-p8lStor, resulted in note saying how wonderfully ,the Lord 
We are expecting a Igreat convention a deepening interest in the 'Gospel on works. I am conducting evangea.istic· 

with our .third annual meeting at Cen- the part of the unsaved, a greater sense. meetings in ibhe ~aradIse Church Crofts 
t1'a1 Regular ·Bapti'st Church, London, of resp'onsibility on the part of Chris- Hill, thIs week. Last n,ight we had the 
Tuesday, October 21Stt to F'riday, QctO'ber tians, and at leas~ one definite conver~ion dedicat1iory 'service of some· new '1IlllIlps. 
24th. When the repoIlts. are laid bef·ore to God .. On ,setpte~ber 28th, :Su:nday, four I had the hardest time in my exper.ience, 
us, we are sure that ;there wilol be thanks- members ~e ~lven the rJ,ght-hand of speaking 'to ·the congregation ,()ill Matbhew 
giving to ·God f,or hlessings received; as chur<;h feliLowship, ;who had ;p.reviously 5:14-16. I felt like whiJPping myse.l!f for 
we plan fOT the £outure, there will be belonged to the Blue Mountain Ohurch, being !Such a failure. I asked :the Lord 

. prayer for grace rto do ,greater' things now closed. At the annua.l meeting the :to reveail to 'me where the trouble was· 
than these; Ibhe mes'sages .willl ,be ·a feast next ni~ht, :the .chureh ~~ thoroughly it was as though there was ntQ answe; 
of fat things, and ibhe feUowship. w.iLl 'be reo1'gamzed foor more effICIent work. A fur me. This mornhrg at tBlbout 5.30 
sweet indeed. We· are loo.king for a ~arge special service ,was held iIlhe neoot Sun- o'clock, while I rWias in a deep sleep, I was 
delega.tion to spend these days together day ~vening when the writer of fuese awaikened iby a 'V'oice. iI looked out, and 
next week.., no.tes ha,ptized a young man converted a there was an amdous man outside. I got 

A special interest willibe the chureh in few .weems ago. This W68 the first 'bap- dressed an4 met ihim in :the drawing 
which we meet. There the famtQus James '\ism in Maple Grove £oor eight yeaTs. The room. He ,said, "I leflt tbhe meeting laSit 
McGinil.ay ispas.llor, and ibhere a remark- little church.waSi packed for t~i.s service, night without surrendering, !but I had no 
able w.ork i,s steadily going f.orward. and at the cltQse a young lady and a rest all night. lOan you help me? I am 
Praye.r meetings are bigtger ,than ever yO'llng man professed fa1it!b. in Christ. tired of sin." :I quo:ted hi.m some Scrip
bef.ore, we are todd, and so are the of- Again the f01lowing Sunda.y did the tures, tal~ed too 'him for a shol'lb whUe·, 
ferings·, ·and s·o are the crowds. The last writer return for the' evening service. and·as we knelt doown, he poured out his 
Sunday ·of September SIO many attended Once more the raillher smahl building was heart !to God, 'and go.t up a saved man. 
this church thlllt' a -JlJumber salt in the packed, with people sitting on pllloDlks There. :I saw why God ·gtI1ve me that 
vesti'bules ·and many. could ,not get in at down the aisles and acros's .the front. s-tra·nge .burden. He humbled m.e, that 
all. Seven were baptized on that o«a- Young ,people w~e rthere 'by the dozens. my f.lesh should not gl,ory in Hi,s pres
sion .. The nen . .sunday was another 'J'I1st :bef'ore .ser¥lce· the hus'b.and of the ence." 
grea.t day, since it was ,the 'birthday of ~arrled woman who had apphed for ~p- Mr. Johnston would ,be gr:llItefu·l indeed 
soulls, f,or at the close of the evenIng tlsm, CtaIIIle to 's~e ·the preachers, sayIng, could he have a portable ·organ for open
mes'sage ele¥en profes'sed faith in Christ. "Can I be bapltlzed, too?" H!l dec'lar~ I air work. He, s'ays: "I feel the larger 

• • • *" .that .he h.ad settled .. the ·questlOn of hIS field 'of oQ'Il.r work is in the open-air. 
, F.B.Y.P.A. RALLY. ' relati-ons'hlp to '~hr~st ;b~e week bt;fore,IThou,s.ands here of different· denomlna-

"The M.ail and Empire" of last" Tues- after lo~ co~slderlng ~t. He ~eheved tions wihl no.t darken a ch'l1r.ch d,oOT, bIlt 
day carried the f,oUowing report of the tha~ 'Chrlst dled .flor hltlD, and he :was we have the Joy 'of ihteralding .christ to 
F .B.Y.P.A. Rally of ,the Toronto distriCtt: anXlOU'S ilio .o-bey. Hls: co.mmand· tQ~ ,baptism .. them in the open air." Those interested 
"Fundamentalist y,ou.:ng peopile of the And .so, WLth hls Wlfe, he ·was loIDIIDersed. ~n Ithis matter ·should comm'l1nicate with 
Toronto FeHO'Wship including ttweIve so-. A yo bung .laeddy, MrecenLtlYDcon~e~.:!, was· our office at once . 

. t' el ted th f, n· if' t also aptlz . . r. . .0Ugl,as !Drown, R J WK· 1.. 1 .;1; of bl Cle les ··ec . e '0 'O'WIng.o lcers a b th ;f ;!;the writer has 'gre'atly assiSlted. ev. ... rn~lLt·a. s'o wr~ es . es's-
a largely-attended .railly 1ast mght art; Jar- .1'10 er 0 ;f >bhe er'vices b la 'n and lng experlenced· In tlfue work. Qn the 
vis . Stree:t, Baptist ·Church; honorary l~ ~anYt~e Go=~e~i. A Igre:t ~'o~ !:r'op- first,Sunday of ISeP:temtber, fourteen were 
preSIdent, Rev. P. B. Loney, Runnymede sl~m&"ty is op ned in Maple Grove and baptized on the fleld where he works 
ChurclJ.; presidenit, Gordon C. Attrell, po um e d ,·" with Rev. M,r. Meredith. Among them 
Qakwood ·Chur.Clh;· vice-presideIl!ts; Her- naturally, there aTe a versarles. were a nu:nlber ,who "came ou.t" In Illleet-
bert IGood·erham, Christie S'treet Church; * * * * ings laSit January. 
and J·ohn Cunningham, .MQunt P,lelllS'8:nt JAMAICA. 
Chur·ch;· Isecretary, Miss Cora Cars·on, Rev. 0.; T. Johnston, the Jamaican 
Waverley Road IChurClh; anod treasurer, grad.uate of our Seminary, has, since his 
Eugene Hadde·n, Christie Street, return to his native land, been busy 

"Rev. A. J. Lewis 'of Verdun, Montreal, doing the work of an ewngelist with the 
returned missionll!rY from Liben.a, gave evident blessing (If Heaven upon him. 
a messa.ge ,on the lIle'ed of c-onsecrerio:n. Recently .superintendent Miller and he 
He enumerated 'four"tricks of ,the devIl~ had a baptismal service for ·eight candi
to prevent the Ohristian frOlID c·omplete dates', and' still others are awaiting im
separation Ifrom tbhe world, These were mersion. Not only have souls been saved 
the temptation to be 'worldly Christians' and believers immersed, but backsliders 
whom he described ·as rtl'.ose 'who worship have been reclaimed and many Chris
God and ~o ;to the theatre'; ~Christians tians, who felt the need of clear teach
who ,go to card-parties' and 'those wh.o ing on the Christian faith, have been 
still believe and .g,o .on with the·. dance.' much helped. In church gatherings, cot
There was to,o ·much ,pleasure seeking. in tage meetings and open-air services 
the churches,'the said.' there has ,been good attendance. At one 

"'Modernism. puts your God on a level' cpen-air meeting seven pubHcly. pro
wi.th the god,s of ~,gypt,' he said. 'The fessed faith in Christ. Pray for these 
devil is wiser in 'getting chiadren some- new c·onverts, f·or their natural environ-
times than the church.''' ment is not conducive to Christian living. 

• • • • Letters received since the ahove was 
MAPLE GROVE. written report 'a continued stream of 

Five days ·of special services in the bless-ing. Ind~d, we were thrilled iby 
Maple Grove Baptist Church, Mr. C.· S. such a story as the £oolHowing: "J'I1st a 

• * • • 
HERE AND THERE. 

Qur readers willI rej.oice in the addition 
of 'ano:ther live chureh to our Uni'on. 
KeIl!ora Baptis:t T·abernac;le, Rev. E. E. 
Hooper, !pasto!!.", has ¥oted unanimously 
to enter ,our fellowship. A thousand wel
comes to' them. 

* * * ... 
Rev. W. E. Sma.lley, lof Tiverton, h'as 

accepted. a call Ito the ImmanUeil 'Church, 
Wheatley, ileft va.canrt by the .removal ·of 
Rev. J,ohn Dodds, to South 'End, Qwen 
S,ound. ... * ... • 

Mr. J,a.me-s F'orrester has' Ibeen d·oing 
splendid work as.s·upply preacher. Qn a 
recent .sund,ay he taok the servi·ces at 
S'Cotch Line,a·nd had rthe jloy oof seeing 
·one ,pl'lofess failbh in Chri.st. Last Sunday 
he supplied at OrangeviJ.le, land that very 
accepta~bly. 

'. , . 
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ili. T. r. Stockley preached gloriously 
at Annette Street last Sunday night. 

'THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

MOUNT PLEASANT, VANCOUVER. 
FQr the five .Sundays' of AUg'll&t, Rev. 

J,aanes McGinlay was -the special preacher 
. THE LATE MRS. F. C. IJ~AIR. at Moont PIe·as·ant Church, V'aneouver, 
'Dp.e ,City oOf Ottawa has ,been .berefit oOf B .. C. IReport .selllt us· on -beha1f of the 

one of its most useful Chr~stia.n w01"kers, P'UlIpit Committee says: "W'hllst thilS! is 
through the· dea.th ·of Mrs. F. C. Blair, on generally cO'1lsidered a holiday monrbh, 
September 26th. The late Mrs. Blair, nevertheiless lar,ge and enthusias-tic audi-

. ences, which increased each Sunday, 

* * * * 

whose nt'alden name ,was 'Helen May gathered to hewr the stirring and search
Lamb, was born in ,Clarence, O1Iit;arioO, oOn ing messages deU,vered: ·by oOur h1"ollher. 
the homestead which her parelllts, Wil- His' forceful deliverr ,and" splendJid ma
liaom Lamb, of Scotland, and Margaret terial carried convictIon, heal"lis were cap-
G.ordon, of 1St.· Andrews, Quebec, had . . 
f'ounded. Sh!! Sjp. her early'yea.rs in ,tIvated, s·amts. refreshed and sinners 

'V aroused. The mid-week prayer services 
the Ottawa ,wItley and was converted were e~cenent; the· last Qigh-t one hun~ 
while ye,t a young gil'l. . F-or' the past dred and fifty-six were 'present; evenings 
thirty years' she ih-ad resided in o.i!lbawa.. of rich :spirDtuaI feliIows·1.;,.. ,and blessi-n,D' 

During" these. years she was 'active in' ''''i1'-_ 
all true Christian endeavQur. A co'm- were the enjoy;able portion oOf aU who 

as'sembled. At a logging ca.mp rbhlrty 
tinual and whode-hearted helper, with her mileS> "from V'anoouve.r, our ibl'Olbher 
bereav·ed ihu·sband, in the convening of preached one eViening and two of the men 
·Bi·ble and Missionary Conferences and 1 ed I 
Evangelistic missIQns, and in oonnectioOn were ·.gdior,ioo's'lY conlVen . n ·the Sun-
there~ith had eJCtended ltihe hospitaLity day evening services, two fine YoO'u'IlIg men 
()f her home to rna·DIy of the most out- ads-o found the Lore. ·Brother M,cGinlay 
s.tanding servams ,oIf Christ of.'tboth the had many calls f,or service, which, owing 

to shortness of !time, he was un!8Jble' to 
home ·and foreign fields·. She was -·in- accept. A r,etu.rn visi,t by our ,brother at 
tensely inte,rested in missionarY' enter- 'some future d'ate would be looked for-
prise, ·and. had ,a long list of na.mes of '. . d l' 
mis'sionaries la.bouri1llg in all parts 'of ,the ward to WlIth genume eIght thy the 
world, with whom she corresponded. Mount Pleasant oongre'gation." 
Missionaries in many lands will miss the * * * * 
kindly 'l"emeiffi'brance and the helpful en
eou~agi:Illg me'ssages from her pen. 

Mrs. Blair was ()ne of :the oldest mem-
. hers -of Cllilvary Church, was president of 
the Womem's Mi'ssio-nary Auxiliary' and 
teacher -of the Ladies' Bible Class. S'he 
will ,be .greatly ·missed -by every member 
of the cong.regation f·or her loving iiriend
liness ·as .well 'as f,or her whoae.-he'arted 

MICHIGAN NOTES. 
By Rev •. C. R. Peterson. 

EAST GRAND RAPIDS • 

and he 'began 'his pastorate March 1, 
1..930. During the summer months, ser
vices were held in Loomis Park, near,by, 
and large crowds .attend,ed. Services are 
1IIOW ·being held in the cliureh· buidding, 
and the house is crowded at e.ach Sier'Vi.ce. 
Reviv~. &eTVice's commenced: September 
10th, WIth Pastor Albert Stulck, .of High
land Par.k tOhureh, Louisville, Kentueky, 
as eveiIgelist. . . 0 

* * * * 
NORTH ADAMS. . '. 

.. The Nor:th Ada:ms Churcob:' officiaHy 
Wl~h~rew from ;the ,Northern Ba:p.tislt, the 
·M.lchlgan BaptIst 'Conventions aond 1ili.e 
old Association 'On August 7, 1930. Rev. 
C. B. Mi,lberry, who. 'has been pastor for 
the past nine months, receIll1il:y resigned 
the chal"ge ·of :bhe church, and has moved 
to oJ: acks·on. He will continue ;1;0 supply 
the church until Janu~~y 1st: 

* * * *' 
LINCOLN PARK. 

The w{)'l"k'Of ~ere'an Church is .g-oing 
quietly on ail; this place. Lincoln Park 
as' welJ &;S Detroit, has been Ihard hiotby 
the financial and, industrial situllltiQn and 
this has had its influence on ,the ch~rch. 
ReIV. H. J. Kriebel is the pastor, and is 
ca!rying .o1ll a teaching .min~stry. The 
BIble School rece1lltly held a unique pic
nic. Insteaod . of the usual games and 
sp·orts, it was made iIllto· a religious ser- . 
vice, and the Gospel was h~ard 9Y some 
who prob8.lbly otherwise 'Would '1IIot have 
heard it. . 

* * * * 
and faithful serVice. 

The funerad: wa's 'held Saturda'Y, Sep
tember 28th, fl'Oim. her -late home'. Rev. 
James Hall, pastor of ,Calvary Church, 
conducted the service, assisted· by Rev. R. 

Pastor Gemro· Knol ·baptized f,our .into 
the fea,10wship ,of the Lake Drive Ohurch 
during the ,past month. Brother K:nKlIl is 
leading 'his church hack to Ibhe simplicity 
and power of New Testament methoOds 
Few churches (and lPaSltol'ls) ,of to-day LAPEER. 

V. Bingham, of TQron:to.-J.H. 

* * * * 
THE NEED OF LIBERIA. 

Since Mr. and Mrs. E; Hancox ihave f'Or 
a time· been· :pre,vented f,rom g.oing for
ward Ito ,our Lioberi'an front, the pressing 
need of .our missDon there is two s·illglle 
y;oung men, ready to lahour alone, f'or 
three oOr ;four year,s in that needy Jand. 
Let u.s pray the 'Lord ·of harvesttto .thrust 
fo-rth sueh 'Wor.kers at oOnce. 

.* '* * * 
BENALTO, ALBERTA. 

Pastor H. C. Phillips, wilbh the as'sist
ance of workers in the· Benadto Ohurch, 
is carry>ing 'on a wide ministry in his 
Westl!'l"n field. In ibhe special meetings 
held d'llrin'g harvest time a.t Hindrie ,and 
Yankee Valiley,' with the 'ass:is.tance of 
Past'Or 'G. ·W. Searle, some professed tfio 
receive OM-iSle. The open-'air mini-stry 
carried om for three months each Sunday 
eV'ening, ·at :the ofine summer resort by 
Sy-lvan Lake, a.ls,o resulted in the s·alva
tion ·of s'ou,ls. Services are conducted at 
five points, preaching ·being at three e'ach 
Sunday and two pra~~ meetings being 
held each' week. These fieldls are illS many 
as Ibwenty miles apart. o.n~IDhe fir.st 
Sunday ·of o.ctober, eight re·ceived the 
right-hand ·of church ofedlows'hi.p at Ben
alto. Tlhe pastor covets our prayers. 

seem to realize ju,st 'how !oar we have de- Several were recenltly :buried with 
parted fram the New TeSltament stand-, Christ in baptism by Pastor Peter Mc. 
ard. We never read of 1ili.e early chureh CIW1petr. The Bible Schoo~ and church 
or.ganizing a mis·sioonary campa1gn, ,or a s'ervices have maillltained the,ir attend
missionary society as a phase oOr depart- ance during the ,summer months, whiclh 
ment of :the C'hurch. They had no such ha.s gratified the 'heart of the p'astor. 
thing as depullations, leCiburers', exhibi- Another thing i1ll whiC'h he finds a keen 
tioons, a.p,peals and advertisements to try d'elight is the faet il;ha.t fr,equenltly in Ithe 
to get Ohristi:ans interested in the souls service's Ijfue .men outnumber the women. 
of the unsaved. ~t,atistics, drives·, finan- T·he l1hree-year..:old da'llghter of Pastor 
cial campaigns were u.n·lrnown Ito them. and Mrs. Clasper, woo recently s'\llbmitted 
Their Woork was noOt in the energy oOf the t·o an operation ·at Ann A~bor Hos.p·ital, 
fIes'h, but in .the ,power of the Spirit. has ,been br.olllght home 'and is apPM"ently 
Brother Kno[ is demQnstrating tffu.at Ibhe l'ecovering. 
divine method work·s to-day. W'hether 
i,t is the matter of soul-winning, or ba.p
tilsm, or additiO'1ls ·to ithe church, or mis
sionary effort, ·or· raising of money, 
there is fir·st of all a waiting' upon God 
to fi·nd oOut His mind, 'and ;then a pr.o
ceeding accordi1llg1y. As an'iIlu'strwtion: 
on August 24th tfihey had toO raise $400 
to ap.plY' 'on the building. As ·usual, the 
n;atter was announced, the church WIllS 
asked to pray about it, and withourt; the 
u-se',o-f enveilopes ,or pledg,es, ,the ,offering 
was 't8.lken. $316 WIll'S received in I06,se· 
oOff.erings that day, and the, remainder 
wi,thin a few days. And this is not 'an 
is'olated e~perience, f'or they do thi:s s'ame 
thing ··at least twice every year. The 
church has a resident members,hip of 
a'boutt seventy-five. More po'W·er to· -them. 

* * * * 
JACKSON. 

Gorham Street Ohurch nas recently 
called Rev .. J. D. S. Adams, ·of K·entucky, 

* * * * 
'OHIO CONVENTION .. 

· ... The Thlrd Annual Oonventioon of the 
Op,ioO As'sociation ·qf Independe'lllt Baptist 
·Churehes win meet wioth' the First Bap
tist 'Church ·of Ely;ria, Tuesday, Wednes
day arid Thul\Sday, Ootober 21st to 23rd." 

* * * * 
CHIPPEWA. 

This country cl;turch is situated: near 
the oil fields, which means a lS'hifit-ing 
popula.tion. Pastor '0.. C. Teachout ihias 
been ·on the field for 'about a year and a 
half. He T~ports that ;the work is g,oing' 
fine, congregations 'averaging about 
fif:ty during the 'Summe'r months. .FoOur
Iteen were recen~ly ·buried 'With IChrist in 
baopti-sm. The cnur-ch maintains onl,y a 
morning service and Bible 1S'~hool. Bro. 
Teachoot Hves at M'ount Pleasant. 

I 
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Lesson 44. 

which characterized them, (v. 5). Law- ; not Ibeen for the mercy of God he would 
lessness is implied in their tumultuous '1' have been destr,oyed in the ,overthrow of 
gathering at the door ,of Lot,' and evi- ,the city. He is ,led sQmewhat foordbly 
dently there was little, if any,' restraint fvom the place. Probab1y he was think
offered, to their sIns, free reign being ng -of that which he was Jeaving be
aHowed 'to their unnatural lusts. !It is hind: his home was in Sodom, as' well 

November 2nd, 1930. certain they were vile, vicious, and ripe as s'orne of the me'llllber:s of ;his family. 
Fourth Quarter. for judgment. The 'heinousness of ,sin ,is Did ,he at all remember >his own responsi-

manifested, and we are ,gi,ven 'a gUm;pse bility in :bhe matter? He had -led his 
of the awful depths to which si11lful peo- family into the pl'ace, and he had not 

Lesson Text: Genesis, Chapter 19: pIe ,~ay go when, desiTe is unrestrained .. been faithful to God in ,the midst of its 
Golden Text: "And the men saId untc; It is to ,be remembered· th3lt this, s'cene "ickednes's. If he had been faithfu,l one 

Lot, .Hast thou here apy besides? took place in' beautiful surroundings, .f two things would have happened: 

LOT SAVED OUT OF SODOM. 

son In law, and thy sons, and thy (13:10). eitheT he would have been 0UJt of Sodom, 
daughters, and whatsoever thou . . ,or :he would 'have gained s'ome -of itS in-
hast in the city, bring them O1it of .' ~h,e, weakness ,of Lot ,S'tan~s 'out In thl:S .habitants to the side of .ri,ghteousness. 
this place." Genesis, chapter 19:12. ~:nclden~. ~nstead .'of .rebu,kmg the men Nt' th "ibili.ty of the child of 

." ' '.' for the'Ir '~In he sllll1ply preys the~ n-ot Oi e e res~ons" hi, dut and, riv-
1. ARRIVAL OF THE ANGELS IN to do so WIckedly and then offeTs hls two God, (Matt. 5.13), and s. t y. ~ 

SODOM, (vs'. 1-3).' 'dlaughteTs as a s~crifice to their lust; ap- ilege to be!lr w1tness agams, sm an , on 
. The scenE! ~escribed in this chapter is pealing to them. not to. do anything to the behalf ,of rlgRteousnes's. . 
l1I! <:ontrast WLth !1;h~t I()f the chap~r pre- men, as they were under the 'shadow o.f The oompromIsing nature of Lot IS 
cedm~ In t~~t, A'bT8h~, ~he,f~'lend of hi~ 'roof, (v:s'. 6-8). This, att~t'1lde fails evident in hi.s reas'oning with the' angels 
God, ~s s'eell! m feH'ow:shlJ!' Wlt1:t hIS lflrd. to ,pacify the men; they became a~ concerning" his pl'ace of refuge. Instead 
In ,th}~, Lot, tlp-e lbacksbder, I'S d~plcted at Lot, and .threaten' him with bodily of immedi~tely ,going -to the iP:l'a~e as
as. bemg forCibLy I'ed' fl"Olm a City ,of hll!l'Dl, from which he .is s'aved by the signed him, he pleads for per~~sSolon Ito 
":Ickedness. Three persons are. ,?~served intervention ()f ;thE!' angels, (v. -11). We 'go to 'another place, and :recelVIng pe~
Wlth A:brah.am, ;but .o~y tw.~, VIS'lt LOot . .ought never .to temporize with sin, fl()r missilon he ,goes thirt:ihe'r, ,but 'he finds, he 
The Lord dl.d not manIfest Himself unto suc}!. a.n a1;titude always makes things cannot :stay i:n it. He went ,out ()f Zoar 
LC?t as ~e, dId 'Il'nto A:bra~am. The back- worse. A firm stand :against it .is ilihe' I and dwelt .in Ithe mountain because he 
sl~der '~ISSes much by being put -of touch omy propeT attitude. Note he're the' fea,rooto dwell in, Zoar, (v. 30). God 
WIth hiS. LO!l'd, although God does Dot weakness of the 'baclcsHder in the face of know,s ,best what we silIouad d(), and 
for,ge~ 'hmn. :r'he las.t we read -of Lot he sin. Lot',s' d'aughters would have ,been where we should ,go'; and obedience to 
ha~ pitched ~ns~ tent t~a:<l S?dom. Now ruined, and their .Jives beCome forfeit Him shoul'd be instant and entire.. 
he IS found In It, and 'SIttIng ,m the gate; pr,obably if the angels had not ilIlter- ' God . . 'd t'n 
a person ()f Isome importan<;e, 1t .wouild vened. Lot was s'aved from the (lonse- The mercy of I IS, 'agam eVl en I 
seem.. ProbaJb~'y he ilIad no .mtentlOn ?f quences of his ()WD. weakness ,by the the fact that Sodo~ :and Gomo!!,oh 'lere 
entermg ;the city when he fIrst went an aclion of Goi.l.'s :messengers. 'Bettei' to not overthrown untIl Lot was I~ a pace 
that direction, hut once ,one' takes a def- die than to suTrender to 'sin.' And no.te of safety, ~~. 22), then destructl<ln came 
in~te ,step in the direction 'oQf the world further that 'our :relation to God will gov- upon the' c~tles. "The' LOTd hra~n~fl :on 
of sIn, progres's: is continua.lly downward ern our attitude to sin. Sodom and upon Go'~orrot _'" TIhm,s ne., 
until as definite a step is ;taiken in the and fire from the LO'nl. ~ll' V.L' eaven, 
rIght dm-ecti()n. It should 'be remembe!l'ed and he overthrew. thos~ t:ltles, and al~~he 
that in. this life one cann'ot Sltand stHl; III. THE ANGELS' WARNING, (w" plain, and all the Inha:bltants I()f .'the Cltle~: 
one is' going forward or hackward. 12-14). and that which ,g~ew. up:on the ,ground. 
, Several particuJar,s aTe given eo:ncern- The Lord had p.ro.mIged A,braham that (vs. 24, 2'5). ThIS Jud'gment th~ef~o~e 
ing this vis-it. First, the time; tthe 'angels if there 'Were ,ten righteous 'Per,s'ons in was !s'Uper:natural, eom'Paete, a!ld Just,. It 
came ,at e'ven, (v. 1). They had visited Sodom He would spare the city foOT their was .exec'lli;,ed on account ,of 'sm, and Its 
A>braham in "'the he,at of the day," s,ake,. But it w~s now quite evident the re'sults are manifest in the present d8'Y .. 
(18:1). Seco:nd, the' .attitude -of Lot: '~he whoie ciqr was ,given ,over to sin, and ,the I,t lJIlay be taken a~ a ty.pe of the wmld 
bowed ,hi~self wiIDh his face' toward the angel,s infOi'.m Lot c'oncerning their mis- which 's,ome day wI'~l be overthr,own, the 
ground" and invtted !the visito~SI fbo enter si'on of judgment, and advise him ;to ,gospel me'ssage calhng upon men to flee 
his home and tarry alI nighrt;. This was warn his relatives to flee' from the wratn from the wrath ,to .'Come, (J'ohn 3.:36). 
a lJIlanifes:tati,on of true easte-rn ilIospital- to come. This he proceeds, to do, but his Emphasize the certaI~ty of future 'Judg
ity. The response 'of the .angels is not wa'rning is not 'believed. He ,seemed unto ment, and the neceSSIty f,pr ,Present sa1-
very ,encouraging: ",they 's'aid, Nay; but his 'own s'ons-in'-law as one that mocked. va,tion. ,Note: aU'Soo t~e pUnlshm;nt ~or 
we 'will 'a,bide, in the street aN nig,ht," He was reaping the lamenta'ble conse- d'isobed,ience In ,the ease ,of 1:ot's "mfe, 
(v. 2'). They did n-ot· hesitate Ibo accept quences of ba'Cksliding. He had refr,ain- (v. 26), and our Lord's, wa:rnmg ibas,ed 
of Abraham's hospitality, but they a ed from bearing :testimony against sin. theron, (Luke 17:32'}. . 

first refuse' :1:Ihat of Lot. Lot 'Y'a.s where although his !l'~gMeous soul was v:exed SIGNIFICANT AND CON-
he IshouM not have >been, 'and -It lS, a sad with what !he ,s'aw and, heard, (2·Pet. 2:,6- 5. TWO , 
thing to :nlote the disinclination (J.f the 8), and now his word wa's not accepted. TRASTING SCENES, (vs. 27-38). 
angels to enter his home. Under Ibhe A haClksl,ider has power neither with J'wo views are brought be:f.ore us in 
circumstances the'Y 'could have no, feHow- God nor man. Note the mercy of God th e cIo,sing verses of the' chapter, the 
ship with him. He 'had lamentably de- in .giving the, warning. es. h th th t 
clined ,spiritually, and ,be'ing out of touch' one relatIng to ~br,a' 'a~, e 0 er 0 

with Gad, ,the angels could have no com- IV. THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM Lot. The scene In relalbon to A~ra~am 
mu'nion with lhi.m. Are the're homes these AND GOMORRAH, (vs. 15-26). '. is characterized by calmness, meditatlO'n. 
days ,among the pl"ofessed pe'opl~ ,of God r membrance and faithfu~nes's', and POT-
which the angels, do not c'are to enteT, Severa~ things are wo-rthy ,of note in e, , . . - h d 
and if they enter ,them they must be this seoHon. First, the escape 'of Lot trays the ,obedIent chll~' 'of ,God untouc e 
pressed greatly to do so'? (v.3). Let us from Sod,om. The city was to be de- by jud,gment. In relatIon to Lot, (v,s'.· 3?

keep our homes, right with. God ~'() that sltroyed, a'nd Lot wa's 'bidden ,to hasten 38) there Is, a dis,tinct 'Contrast. ThIS 
the ,messengers 'of God Will dehght to his departure f!l"om it, bu.t evidently ilIe scene is ,characterized .by ,sin, sad f.ailu're, 
enter .them. was reluctant to leave it. "While he . 1 t t 

lingered," w~ are informed, ".the lIlIen laid degradatIOn, ,and c'om'P' e e 1I0s,s 0 every-
II. THE WI~KEDNESS OF THE MEN 

OF SODOM, (v:s. 4-11). 
This s~tilQnl p,or,trays vividly the wick

edness of the men of So-dom, and enlight
ens us concerning the particular sin 

'hold. UP'~n his hand, and upon the. hand thing worth while in character and ~'a
of hIS Wife, and upon th.e 'pand o~ hiS two terial, and in it we' are given a wa'rmng 
daughterS'; ,the Loyd ,bemg merciful unto . th d consequen~e ,of back-
ihim: and they 'br,ought him f'o'rth ,and set concernmg e' sa " 
him without the ctty," (v. 16). Had it I sliding. 


