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The' Most. Excellent Know~edge. 
At this 'season of. the year ma1.lY thousqnds ~f yo"nng 

people are turning their faces towards various' halls of 
learning, called schools or coHeges or universities. 
Institutions 0.£ learning'which, for some ~onths have 
been like ships at· anchor or moored to. the wharf, 
silent and almost deserted, have become, or 'are about 
to be'come, lnkegreat liners on the eve of sailing, when 
passengers and baggage throng the gang-plank, when 
stewards mov;e quickly to and fFO' between deck and 
stateroom, and uniformed officers with quiet dignity 
move about, apparently on' their final tours of inspec
tion-all bent upon seeking ·orientation before assay
ing the great adventure, of putting out to sea. 

Before the 'mind' imbued with a· passion for knowl
edge, "the days of our years" are spread out as wa"es 
of an infinite sea, challenging the intrepid 'spirit to "oy
ages of ,exploration and high adventure. Who shall 
say' what these young men and mai,deris may become? 
to what far shores their ship of' research may be 
directed? in what havens they m'ay drop anchor? or 
with what rich cargo they may some time return for 
the world's ,enrichment? When the student shall have 
discovered the sphere of service for which, by nature 
and' education he has been fitted, what will he become? 
An ,educator? a physician? a 'legislator? a lawyer? a 
banker? a preacher? a builder'? a pioneer in some un
explor'ed but aHur-ing field 0.£ knowledge ?-who can 
say? . 

But life ha's its limitations. Our days are measured 
by the course ,of the sun. One. cannot sail the seven 
seas at once. No o"ne person, ev,en though he had the 
years of Methuselah at. his command, could become 
sufficiently expert in all branches of knowledge to 
write the whore En,cyclopaedia. Britann'ica. There
fore, what ·cour.se shall the student pursue? What 
fundamentals of human learning shall he· include in 
his co~rse ,of study? What elements of human 

knowledge are indispensable to a proper equipment 
fOF any caning in life? 

I. 
What is the supreme and· indispensable science? Of 

all tlae departments of knowledge, wha:t is the "most 
excellent" ? 

Among the apostles there were some who were de
scribed as "unlearned and, 'ignorant" ; and it has always 
been true that "not many wise men after the flesh are 
called". But no one ever described the Apostle Paul 
as heing. "unlearned" or "ignorant"; though it was 

.. once said that much learning had madeJ him mad. 
Whoever entered the lists with him found him a 
worthy foeman Whom 'no man might despise. It is 
not tqo much to say that no man did ever more nearly 
approxim,ate the divine ide~l of manhood exemplified 
in Christ than did the Apostle ~aul. And this man 
who was chosen to be Heaven's ambassador to the 
Gentiles' and kings, this brilliant scholar of Gamaliel, 
who could command the- ~ttention of Athenian philo
sop hers;, who was as much at home amid the intellectual 
refinements of, Athens and Corinth as is an author with 
the alphabet, who, himself the .peer of all their scholars, 
looked down upon the wisdom of the Gl't:eks and called. 
it "foolishness" ;---'this man who must have been a 
giant in the world of thought and intellectual achieve
ment, says that the fine~.~ flower in his garden, the 

'finest fruit in his vineyard, the keenest weapon in his 
armoury, the most brilliant gem among all his jewels, 
the ytery crown of his sph;ndid manhood, is .his knowl
edge ot Christ Jesus the Lord: "But what things were
gain to me", saith he, "those I counted loss .for Christ. 
Y:ea doubtless, but·I coun> all things but loss for the 

. excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." 
In Paul's ,view, this is the knowledge par excellence. 

It must be so since the knowledge of Christ informs 
us of the genesis of things. What is more interesting 
or irriporta~t than the study of beginnings? In part, 
we see and understand thing~ as they are. We are -
able, perhaps, to trace the processes by which they 
have come to be what,they are. But who is satisfied 



2 ('262) THE GOSPEL WITNESS September 18, 1930 

with that? The child who plucks the lilies at the 
water's edge, or ,gathers flQwers in the woods where 
the birds are singing, is not satisfied with father's 
botanical explanations of how they grow. He persists' 
in asking, Who made them? , 

Or the little child who scans the heavens at night-
time, who sings,- ' 

"Twinkle, twinkIe, little star, 
, How I wonder what you are? 

. Up above the world so high, 
Like a diamond in the sky"---: 

that child cares far less for science than for religion. He 
does not ask how they shine, but instinctively puts his 
question into a personal form, and asks whose' they are, 
and who made them. . 

And the child's question, after all, is the gre'atest ques-' 
tion which can be asked: not how, nor wh'jI, but Who? 
Men pluck up the plant by the roots; they find delight in 
tracing the great river to its mountain spring; they think 
they are very clever when they have made out a genealo
gical tree tracing, the alleged relationship of a J?rim.e 
Minister to a tadpole or something of the sort! But tl).e 
most that men can do is to stand somewhere on the high
way of life and see the procession of multiform life pass. 
by. Whence it comes, 'or whither it goes, they cannot 
tell. The most that science can do is to "consider the 
lilies how they grow". Even the Californian horticultural 
wizard could only cast life into new forms: he could not 
trace the river to its original spring. 

Science has no book of genesi{i in all her library. Per
haps it is not to be won,dered at that she should quarrel with 
the book of Genesis. Genesis is-shall we be tat,ttological 
in .C?rder to be emphatic-Genesis is so absolutely unique 
that it could n~t be more utterly unlike every other 
book had" it literally dropped down .fr.om the skies. 
And undoubtedly that is where it originated. No 
book that ever was printed' did ev·er have the name 
of the author and publisher more clearly printed on 
its title-page °than is· its Divine Authorship and 
Heavenly Origin stamped upon the book of Genesis. 
In the nature of things, none but God could ever write 
a book of Genesis. 

And herein is the "excellency of th'e knowledge of 
~hrist". Knowing Him, the believer can say, "Herein 
have I found the Genesis pf things. I have trac~d life's 
river to its Source. I have climbed the mountain. I 
have stood on its highest p·eak. I have clasped the 
Hand that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, 
and spreadeth it out as' a tent to dwell in.' And there, 
above the fog:s of human ignorance, in the clear sun
light of divine Revelation, I have read this intel
lectually-satisfying word, 'In the beginning was the 
Word, and the vVord was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made by him; and without him' was 
not any thing made that was made. In him was life; 
and the life was the light of men'." 

But the _knowledge of Christ· is most' excellent 
also because of its ultimateness. Here we reach final
ity. Not such as would make the multiplication table 
a fi.xed and finished sum in arithmetic; but such as 
would find in that table fixed and invariable principles 
which make possible: the' accurate numbering of. the 

. . 
sands of the. seashore, or the, stars of the sky. We 
may know Jesus as a child may know the alphabet, 
and we may go on' knowing Him as the child, growing 
into manhood. goes on reading that same alphabet, 
and, at three sco·re years and ten, confesses he has, not 
learned half the alphabet can tell him. N otwith
standing, with all his learning, 'he has never had to un
learn the lessons of his childhood. The alphabet and 
the inultipl'ication table were final because they, were 
true. And so the knowledge of Christ, contained in 
the record which God has given of His Son, is an 
invariable quantity. Here is the ultimatum of truth, 
which, though its beauties may be ever unfolding, is 
ever essentially the same. 

And is it not an ·exceHent thing to step from shift
ing sar:tds to 'soW:! and abiding Rock? to be able to 
say of something, "This is true"? Let the student 
ask his professors if the same text books were in use 
when they were students at school.. They will tell 
him that they have outgrown the' know~edge of those 
earli-er years. They would never think 0.£ teaching 
their students much of what was taught them! 

But why hav·e we not outgrown the Bible? Some
one may say that wise men ha've ,outgrown it. If that 
be so, why do they go on printing the same old Book, 
and incr.e.asing its circulation in all languages year by 
year? What other book has been translated into'more 
than dght hundred languages? What qther book is 
printed without amendment in ever-increasing millions' 
year by y.ear? Weare sometimes told that we ought 
to have outgrown the Bible; but if that be SlO, why 
do people continue to read and believe it? \Vhy are 
not other books, old text books on the diff·erent 
sciences, for instance-why are they not printed and 
reprinted for succe'eding generations? 'Why is it that 
·ev·en a secon'd edition of any book is seldom printed 
without some alterations? Why do odier books (lie 
while the Bible lives? 

Some clever men declare that the Bible ought to die; 
or, otherwise, it ought to be revised. \Vhat if we 
admit that for the sake of argument? \Ve are still 
faced with the question, Why is it that the Bible does 
not 9ie, and that men cannot kill it? 

Shall we draw a picture? There is an orchard', and 
in it a fine apple tree. The trunk is quite' straight, and 
without. a branch, for some distance from the ground. 
Then the limbs stretch out in every direction. The tree 
is loaded with the finest of fruit,-all the hoys who play 
in the adjacent school-ground, being witnesses. The 
farmer says that that tree grows good food for his table. 
and produces good money for his pocket every year. One 
day a poor blind man, a poor, little blind man, who thinks 
he 'knows all abo,ut trees, gropes his way into the 
orchard and to the trunk of that tree. He is so small 
of stature he walks right in under: the fruit-laden 
branches without tottching them. He does not know 
the wealth of provision that is above and around him 
-but he knows all about trees! 

As he feels about that trunk he says, "That tree 
is dead". He stretches his little arms above and around 
him and says, "The tree has no branches". He insists 
that it is only ~he trunk ·o.f a dead tree. He calls to 
the farmer .and tells him he ought to cut that tree 
down, for it cannot longer serve any useful purpos.e. 
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But the hoys shnding around, who, at the generous 
farmer's invitation, have -filled their pockets with 
apples, are each munching 'aq apple' with delight. 
They 'smil~ pityingly at the little man's blind folly 
which calls itself wisdom-and the farmer refuses to' 
cut down the tree! 

Thus some intel1ectual dwarfs, as blind as the men 
of Sodom who. once went look.ing for angels, tell us 
that this Book is a de-ad tree which ought to be cut 
down; or, at Ieast, that ther.e are dead branches which 
shoul,d be cut off. Meanwhile, 'howev-er, it proves it
self to be a tr·ee of life whose· leaves ar·e for the heal
ing of the nations, and ~hose very dead branches, as 
they call them; are lo·aded with the most luscious fruit; 
and the multitudes', numbered 'by millions, pluck the 
fruit of it-yea, inev.er-increasing numbers they sit 
down under its shadow with great delfght and find its 
fruit swe'et to their taste. 

"The excellency of the knowledge of' Christ" con
sists also in its perpetual" value. This knowledge wiU 
always be useful.' It is of little value now;1days to 
know how to uS'e a tinder.:box, or how to make dip 
candles, or how to use the. dista·ff. Many branches of 
knowledge hav.e become valueless because they are' 
obsolete. 

Thousands of students will give thems·elves to the 
study of various sciences with a view to fitting them
selves for particulal' prof.es~ions or callings,-'all of 
them, we .hope, useful, but most of them having a.value 
that is only ,temporal. " '. . 

Engineers are useful, but there wm be no· surveys 
." to be made in the city that lieth foursquare; nor en

gines to be built when aeroplanes give place to w:ings; 
nor 'eleCtrical plants to be con.structed in a city' that 
'has no need o.f the ~un. The engineers will have to 
get another job when they get to heaven. . 

Architects and buil-ders render great service, with 
which no terrestrial community. can dispens·e. But to 
wnat use can they put their technical skill in the city 
whose Builder and Maker is God, and where the many 
mansion.s are already fully pr·epared? 

There is no nobler ministry than that of bringing 
. healing to the body, except that of bringing healing to 

the sou.1. But the medical profession will be value
Iess in the land where "there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
mor·e pain". To what use will the physician put his 
science in the city where the inhabitants neV'e'r'say, I 
am sick? . -

Lawyers are useful adjuncts of society! No.; they 
are much more, for how should we frame· our legisla
tion with.out a· lawyer's help? Or, ·ev-en if we co.uld 
frame it, or the lawyer were to frame it for us, who on 
earth could tell what it all ,means without a lawyer to 
interpret it? And who but a lawy.er could frame our 
last will and testament in such a way that nobody· 
but a lawy·er could understand it? And' how could it 
be a "last will and testament" if it were so plainly 
written as to. make misunderstanding impossible? 
Where could the coun.try find a Ptrime Minister, or a 
cabinet minister of any sort, or where co.ulda legisla
tive body find brains if the~e were no lawyers? 
Pleasantries aside, many of the most distinguished 
servants o.f any country are drawn froni the legal pro
fession. But it follows, as a matter of cours'e, that 

in the .. city inta which there shall ·"in no wise. enter 
anything that defileth, neith'er whatsoever' worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie", there can be no work 
for lawyers,! So tb,at whoever makes the law. his voca-' 
tion should choose some't\1ing of a more permanent 
character for an aVoQcation; for as ther.e w~ll be no 
room in heav-en for doctQ-]::s-to practise! so the law
y.ers will have to. cease practising and go to 'preaching I 

But it is part of "theexc·ellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus the Lord" that it will never become 
obsolete. When we hav-e done with: other profes
sions, those who have this most excellent knowledge 
will go on proclaiming and experiencing andenjoy
ing the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

That was a wise word spoken by the great Spurgeon , 
when, to a great audience of ministers, he said: "If 
you were ordained to be a preacher throughout eter
nity, you would have before you a theme equal to 
·everrasting demands. Broth'ers", said he, ~'shall· we 
.each have a: pulpit somewhere amidsf the spheres'? 
Shall we have a parish of miHions o.f leagues? Shall 
we have voioes so strengthened as to reach attentive 
constellations.? Shall we be witnesses for the Lord 
of grace to myriads of worlds who will be wonder
struck when they hear of the Inca.rnate God?' Shall 
we be surrounded by pure' intelligences enquiring and 
searching. into the mystery of God manifest in the 
flesh? Will the unfallen worlds desire to be instructed 
in the glorious gospel of the blessed God? And will 
each one o·f tis have his own tale to tell of our experi
ence of infinite love?" And he 'answered his own ques
tions in the· 'affirmative, quoting this s'ame Paul as 
saying, "Unto me, who am less than the least of all 
saints; is this grace given, th~t I should preach among 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; and 
to make all men see what is the feUowship of the 
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath 
been hid in God, who created all things by J.esus 
Christ: to the intent that now unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places might be known by 
the church the manifold wisdom of God." . 

II . 
But the kliowledge of Christ is most excellent be

cause it is most costly. ·All knowledg.e worth having 
is oqtained at a'great price .. Whh all our labour-sav..:. 
ing devices we hav·e· not "yet heard of a machine which 
may be used to inJect the contents .pf a book into a 
man's brain, and sav-e him from the "labour of its pa
~i.ent .study and mastery. It must .not be supposed 
that a few y.ears·· in college will make a man a scholar 
in anything out name. No c.opege in the world can 
make a useful member of any prof·ession out of a head, 
a body, two legs, and two arms. Only an industrious 
student can acquir.e knowledge. 

Ther·e are some students, so-called, who can SC00P 
out a cistern which will catch the rain of k!lowledge from 
a term's lectures in a few weeks-but they have only a 
pool whose waters will evaporate in a month, and 
leave baked mud behind. They are the r·eal students 
·who dig .wells·· and discoyer the' very springs of 
knowledge for themselves. And these are they who 

'will be a-bIe to refresh the faint in time 'of drought. 
A man's 1if.e's work is not done, as so many seem 

foolishly to suppose, when he' i!) graduated from col-
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lege: he has only then leamed in part how to begin 
it. The price of success in any calliag is hard work. 

But if all education be costly, what is the price of 
this most excellent knowledge of which our hero 

. speaks? Paul- counted some things loss that he might 
obtain this knowledge. What were those things ?-We 
can gather them all up and tie them in a bundle with 
one -word: he was proud of his birth, proud of his pro
fession, proud of his religious zeal, p1"oud of his mor
ality-he was proud! That is the word. . An~ he had 
to giv,e up his pride,. and humble himself before he 
could obtain this "-excellent knowledge". And that is 
the price which must always be paid for knowledge: 
The proud man never learns. He has no need' of 
learning: he knows. 

The reason some people never get this most excel
lent'" knowledge is that they never humble themselves 
to 'a~k for it. They do not know that they are sin
ners; that they have no 1"eason to be proud of their 
birth, but ought rather to desire to be born again. 
They do not know that their religious zeal is. the 
blindest bigotry, nor that their morality is b~t filthy 
rags, because they have never humbled themselv·es to 
enquir-e of the Lord. Whoever would complete his 
education, by adding to his knowledge of natural 
truth, this most ·excellent of all sciences, the science 
of God, must humble himself; and, bringing the whole 
life into the light of His truth, enquire of Him. 

There is no free tuition in this school. The price 
of the knowledge that is most excellent is above 
rubies: Yonder is a .young man who counts up the 
gains of the college term: there were so many parties, 
so many gatherings of the boys for sport. These 
were among the good things of college life. Then, 
there were the books and the lectures and all the 
routine of study-these were the things· which had to 
be crowded into the time that was left after the parties 
and sports were over. Thus the value of those pre
cious days of learning was lightly appraised. . 

But there is another. He probably ~ould have en
joyed these things as much as anyone. But he said 
"I hav-e no time. I have too much work on hand". 
He counted all these things but loss, things which must 
be given up, that he might obtain that knowledge which 
will fit him for an honourable professional career. 
This earthly lif.e, spiritually, is our coUeg-e days, 
wherein we are under tutors arid governors, 1;>eing 
prepar-ed to take our place in the timeless life beyond. 
But the world, the flesh, and the devil, s·end in many' 
invitations, which many are tempted to 9:ccept. But 
the man who accepts the!ll will never really know Christ. 
He must count all these. things-and, indeed, all tem
poral interests-but loss, that he may apply himself 
to the study of Christ Jesus the Lord. . . 

III. 
. And, finally, this most excellent knowledge' is 

indispensable to the highest success. Paul speaks of 
"wip,ning Cohrist" as a prize worth striving for. How 
can ·a man be called success-ful in 'any walk of life 
who fails to win Christ? We ought all to be ambi
tious to succeed. With the usual violation of gram
matical principles we may adopt the sentiment of the 
old nursery rhy~e toO any profession, to that of the 
physician, for instance,-

"W·ere I. a physician, I'd make it my pride 
The best of physicians to b~. 

Ii I were a surgeon, no surgeon beside 
Should splint a bad fracture like me." 

We admire the man, who, whatever his calling, 
d:etermines to excel in. it, and to make the highest pos
sibIe success of his und.ertaking. 

We ought not to think of pecuniary rewards. of 
positioOn or fame; but, rather, of the v.alue of the work 
we do. Whether ,the world immediately recognizes 
a man's sk~ll ~md pays for it or not, he should himself 
·determine to render a worthy service. Ruski·n would 
tell us that we must put work first, and nev-er mind 
.about the wages. We must love our work for our 
work's sake. A really good physician would continue 
to practise his profession though he were made a mil
lionaire. W,e should be ·ambitious to excel in skill 
rather than in reputation or other reward. 

But what is the noblest ambition? Were men cre
ated to be doctors-or ,even preachers? Is it not a 
pity that there should ever hav-e been need of doctors 
or preachers? These bodies wer-e not made to be 
.fouled by disease, or destroy,ed by death. . Man was 
made in God's image, and when that image had been 
destroyed by sin it appeared in the world again when 
Jesus came. And to "win Christ" is to win that image. 
In other words, the winning of Christ is the realization 
of the divine purpose in m~n's creation. 

Theref.ore, to miss Christ is to lose one's life, to 'fail 
of the realization of the very -end and purpose of one's . 
being. A man may have .been a pro~essor, a Prime' 
Minis-ter, or a king, and yet have lost his life. - What 
profits the lustre of the pearl if it 1;>e cast befor-e swine, 
and buried beneath their f.e·et? Of what value is the 
diamond's brilliance, and to what purpose is the lapi
dary~s skill ,expended, if the flashing beauty never find 
a golden setting,. nor find a plac~ among the }ewels of 
the king? Or who will' praise the sculptor's art, or 
admire the skill displayed in his magnificently sculp
tured column, if it lack th-e one requirement which fits 
it to be the complement of the architectural beauty' 
of the facade -o-f the temple for whkh it was designed? 
Thus to fail of the realization of the divine ideal of 
life-to be like .Christ-is to lose" one's life altogether; 
to miss. Christ is to lose on{!'s' soul. . What does the 
gaining of wea:lth, position, fame, amount to, if the 
soul be lost? What if a physici-an develops skill to 
hold tl:t'e cords of this' body-tent a little longer against 
the winds of death, and yet have no care for the spirit 
within? Wha,t if a man gain skill to heal the physical 
diseases of other:s, -and have no power tic stay the rav
ages of ·that dread consumption-sin, which has fas
tened upon his own soul, and is fast hastening it to an 
eternal grave? Is he, in any true sense, a successful 
man? 

What boots it whether we be wealthy, or mighty, or 
famous, so long as we win Christ and be found in Him, 
and enabled to sing, 

"Jesus, Thy ·blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dr-ess; 

'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall l Hft up my h~ad." 
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,tEbt J arbt~ . ~trttt ~ulptt 
UA NAME THAT IS ABOVE EVERY NAME." 

A Sermon by the Pas tor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached In Jarvis ,Street Baptist Church, TQronto, Sunday Evening .. September 14th, 1930. 
Broadcast from Station CKGW, 690 !<:.c. 434-8. metre!!. 

(Stenographically reported.) 

"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, 'and .given him a name which is above every name." 
-Philippians 2:9. 

. " Prayer Before the Sermon. 
o Lord, we thank Thee for ,the disclosure of Thyself which 

Thou hast made in the person of Thy Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. ' Weo thank Thee that we are able to think oi Thee 
in terms of His revelation, that though no man hath seen God 
at any time, the only begotten ,Son Who is in the bosom of 
the Father, He ihath declared Him, We thank Thee that Thou 
art no longer to us ;the unkJ).own God, for we have heard- Him 
say, If y'e had knoWn me, ye should have known my Father 
also. .," , 

We draw nigh to Thee, 0 Lord, th,rough Him. ,We thank 
Thee that there is one God, and one Media~or between God , 
and men, the Man Christ Jesus. We rejoice in His mediatorial 
ministry. We thank Thee for ;the Days-man that is betwixt 
us, Who is able to lay a ,hand upon U'S both, and that thr,ough 
Him ,those of IUS who were afar off are now made nigh. We 
thank Thee for the appointed meeting-place, the blood-sprin-
kled rnerey seat,- . ' 

"Ah, whither should we fl'ee for aid 
'When tempted, desolate", dismayed? 

Or how the hosts 'of hell defeat ' 
Had suffering saints- no mercy seat?" 

An..d ever 'since that, day men have been making 
bricks of different sorts to build a city and a tower, 

, and to make for, thell1.Selves a name. Arid as 'in that 
enterprise on the plain of Shina~' they have partially 

,succeeded. The soldier with his sword for a trowel, 
of blood-mixed, Mood-red bricks, has reared a tower 
to make himself a name. The author with his pen has 
piled together 'bricks of thought, and like the Shinar 
builders, has'succeeded in some measure in what, lit
erally, he '.'jmagined to do"-to make himself a name. 
The artists-all ,of one soul-language and of one heart 
speech, have reared their towers ,of sculptured marble, 
they have hung them with pictures; while Jubal's suc
cessors have made them reverberant with music-the 
cities and towers and -te'inples of art have made for 
manv a name. The descendants of Tubal-cain, the 
instructor of every artificer in brass and iron, have 
built great' black, smoking cities and tqwers; they 
have transmuted brass .and iron into silver, and gold, 
and precious stones, and therewith, the captains of 
industry, ,and the princes of com'merce have reared 
their glittering towers to make ~or themselves a name. 

The sons of Jabal, "the father o~ such as dwell in 
tents and have cattle", hav,e forsaken their ancient sim
pti:city, and even agriculture ,employs her cattle in 
drawing bricks to displace the tent by a tower bearing, ' 
a name. 

But time would fail rile to' tell of the extremes of 
human folly and' ambition, .of the varying success of 
would-be monarchs; 'of the rebel Absaloms who, hav
ing no sons to keep their name in remembrance, have' 
reared for themselves pillars and -called the pillars 
after their own name; and of the N ebuchadnezzars 
who have'walked in their palace and said, "Is not this 
great Babylon which I 'have built for the house of my 
kingdom by the might of my power, and ,for the honour 
of my majesty?" 

But we have a: Mercy Seat, and we thank Thee that Thou 
.hast promised ,to meet with us there. We come the~fore ,thie 
evening with all our burdens, with all our n!lElds-and oh, how 

'many they ,are! And how urgent are our iI'equirementsl 
We come to pray not only for this visible congregation, but 

for great num:bers of people who :bow with us' before Thy 
throne. Command Thy blessing, we pray Thee, :to ;rest upon -
everyone Whose, heart is lifted to Thee in praise and adora
tion in ,the name of Jesus IChrist. We beseech'Thee, 0 Lord. ' 
to make Thy preseIllCe' yery re,a1 to us this ev'ening. ,As Thou 
didst come thr,ough the 'shut doors of ancient time, so corne 
into this assembly and :w:h~reve'l' Thy ,people are gathered in 
Thy name, and manifest Thyself unto u's as Thou dost not to 
the world. 

It may be there are weary hearlis in Thy presence. It may 
be some carrY'!he'avy burdens, 'burdens ;too-'heavy for 'them of 
themselves to bear. There a"re s'ome who'are beset ,with many 
,teIIllptations, some who feel themselves too much sl1bject to 
the allurements of a fascinating world. We pray that the 
light of the heavenly city may break upQn us. We pray that 
we may see 1ife here and hereafter in the ligtht that shines 
from ,the face of Jesus' Christ. May He become to us cur 
Standard, OIUr Norm, by W,hom all, values are to 'be deter
mined, and ,by Whose will and wisdom all courses are to be 
directed! Help us in our medita~ion upon Thy word, and make 
this hour one of real blessing,to everyone of us, since we ask 
it.in the name of Jesus Chris,t '!ur Lord, Amen. ' 

When, "the whole earth was of one language and of 
one spe~ch"" "as they journeyed 'from the east, they' 
found a pla~n ,in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt 
the're. And they said one to another, Go to, let us 
make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had 
brick ,for stone, and slime had they for mortar. And 
they said, Go to, let us build us 'a city and a tower, 
whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make 
us a name". 

But there was One other wno planned to build a 
,tower whose top should reach to heave'n, a city too 
wherein a multitude might safely dwell. He built it 
of strange materials-'-a manger, a cross, and an empty 
sepulchre; and, cementing them with blood, of these 
He reared a tower to the'skies, a stairway leading up 
to the pearly gates of the city which hath foun~ations 
whose Builder and Maker is God. 

And when God came'down to see the cities and'the 
towers .which men builded His work alone was found 

,wor-thy of a perpetunal memorial, "Wherefore' God 
hath 'highly 'exalted him,and given him a name which 
is above every name." , , 
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I. 
First of all, look at THE FACT here recorded, that He 

has been given-not that He shall be, but that He has 
already been given a ~ame which is above every name. 
Of all the names that ever have 'been uttered by human. 
tongue, the name 'of Jesus enjoys, ,even at this hour, . 
unrivalled pre-eminence. There is no other name like 
the matchless name of Jesus Christ. 

It is above every name that is named for its purity. 
Th.ere have been many great na~es in human his
tory, mi.mes that were representative of much that was 
worthy and commendable; but there has never ap
peared on the pages of history another name that has· 
been without spot or stain: '. 

Turn, for example, the pages of the Old Testament, 
and see how many outstanding characters are there 
recorded. There was· Noah, but there is a page in 
Noah's history that we wish had not been written. 
His name is not without a blemish. In our morning 
lesson to-day in. our class we 'studied the story of 
Abram's call. Abram was a marvellous man of faith, 
and yet in the hour' of emergency he failed, and went 
down into Egypt. There we find him. prone' in the 
mire. Even the name of Abram, or Abra'ham as he 
was later called; is not without stain upon it. Think 
of J a~ob with his trickery; of Moses, whose name is 
even mentioned in the glory, but even he was not~ a 
perfect mario Or consider D~vid, the man after God's 
own h~art; yet there is a black chapter in his history, 
and his name is not untarnished. 

J.£ you turn to the history of the New '~estament 
you find names like Peter and Paul, outstanding 
leaders of God's peopl~, but 'even they had their de
fects. . There is always a stain somewhere. 

In the pages of secular history you will find many 
illustrious names-men who have been famous in 
their'day and in sU'cceeding generations Jor' their great 
accomplishments. But you will find no name any
where that is not· stained by some wrong. 

But who can find .any ,fault with Jesus? His name 
has become a synonym for all that is pure and lovely
and honest and true and of good report. Even among 
His enemies He has been acclaimed as being spotless, 
and the verdict of Pontius Pilate has never yet been 
reversed by humankind when he said, "I find in him 
no fault at all." 'His name is representative of love 
at its highest, of unselfishness unmatched. It stands 
as ll- synonym' for perfect righteousness. His· name, 
indeed, is the prism which r'esolves into its elements 
the white light of absolute holiness. His is a name 
which is above every' name for its purity. 

Then the name of Jesus is above every name, if I may 
apply such a word to Him, for its popularity. There 
never was another who had so many worshippers as 
Jesus. Other men have been followed by the multi
tude. Did I say other men? Blessed be God, He was 
a Man, but more'! But we can recall the names of 
others who have had large followings; but no one. was 
ever loved as was Jesus, and as Jesus is loved to-day. 
Long ago Napoleon is reported to have said in effect, 
"Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and myself, founded 
empires, but they have all pass·ed away; but the name 
of Jesus still stands, and to-day millions of men would 
gladly die for Him". Vnc.ounted· millions have 

acclalimed Him as the chiefest among ten thousand, 
the Standard-bearer, and to-day millions bow before. 
Him on earth and in heaven. In .that respect the. name 
of Jesus is above every name. 

Then, my dear friends, tlie 'name of Jesus is above' 
every name in power. There never was a name that was 
representative of such power as His. There have been 
other names which were influential. There was a time 
when the name of Napoleon, to whom I referred a 
moment ago, filled half the world with terror because 
of the power he wielded. There are names in our day 
that are representative of great commercial and finan
cial power. One man may~ dominate a nation because 
of his immense wealth. But there never was a name 

. like the name of Jesus, never a name that represented· 
such infinite wealth, for all the silver and the gold 

·are His, and the cattle upon a thousand hills,-all the 
fulness of -the earth. As a matter of fact, He is "Heir 
of all things". His name' opens the' door into the 
presence of God. It is the only pass,.word to the skies. 
To Him all authority is given in heaven and on earth. 
He is the incomparable One, having a name that is 
"aboye every name". 

His name enjoys unexampled pre-eminence because of 
its permanence. How soon are earth's heroes forgotten! 
Of what little worth, after all, is popular esre'em. The 
man who is reckoned great to-day may be despised 
to-morrow. The name that all men honour this even
ing may to-morrow be utterly cast out as worthless. 
Alexander is but a d,im memory; Napoleon, a broken 
idol; the Kaiser, a poor .woodchopper in exile. Other 
names hav.e f,aded with 'the passing of the years, but 
the name of Jesus shines 'on like the sun; it loses none 
of its lustre, nor diminishes in power. In spite' of all. 
His ,enemies may say about Him, the name of Jesus 
Christ stands to-day, as it has always stood, as rep
resentative 0.£ the utmost of power and -of glory .. Do'. 
not be alarmed on account of the repOl;ts that Chris
tianity is failing. Do not trouble yourself because 
some say that tpe gospel has lost its po-yver. The 
name of Jesus abides, and will abide until the ,end. of 
time, for He is given a name "that is above every 
name". 

II. 
I cOltld pursue that line .of thought indefinitely, and 

show you in how many particulars the name of Jesus 
surpasses all other names, but my special purpose is to 
show you THE REASON for this great fact. 

How does it come to pass that one name has eclipsed 
all other names, transcending in importance at this 
hour ,every other name that ever was written? Whv 
is it that Jesus Christ stands out as· He does to-liar 
with a name that "is above every name"? 

My text says that "God nath highly exalted him". God 
has willed that He should have a name above every 
name. I weary of those who speak as tho~gh the 
progr:ess of the gospel and the ultimate triumph of 
J,esus.Christ were somehow or another conditioned 
upon the consent of man, as though the kingdom of 
God wer:e dependent in some way upon our faithful
nesls, as though the crown which Jesus is to \vear .and 
the sceptre He wields were to be granted Him by 
human suffrage. God has taken that out of your hands 
entir:ely, my friends. "God hath highly exalted him." 

,'i 
/1 
\1 
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It makes no difference what the professors say about 
Him. It is of no consequence at all though some men 
deny the Virgin Birth and His essential Godhead. 

I suppose there will be some men until the end of 
time who will be as foolish as Voltaire, who promised 
that within a given time the name of Jesus would be 
forgotten in FraI).ce, or known only to be derided. Yet 

- the very house in which that was uttered, I believe, is 
now. occupied by' a branch of a Bible Society. The 
name of Jesus still abides, while only a few know whp 
Voitair·e was. "God hath highly exalted him", and 
thoug!). multitudes ofthe professe4-.followers o~ Christ 
should turn aside from devotion to Him, though they 

, should tear His Book to pieces and make light of .His 
salvation, and propos'e that man should .be saved in 
some other way than God's way, that will have no 
effect upon the eternal truth that '~God hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is abov·e 
every name". 

Mr. Lloyd George rendered conspicuous service, not 
only to the Empire, but to civilization;. notwithst?ud
ing his political ·enemies conspired to drag him from 
his position .of pre-eminence, and' confine him to the· 
shadows of opposition. And they succeeded. There 
are many who have. tried to drag Jesus from. His 
throne, to take the crown from His brow" and to dis
count the value of His achievements; but they have. 
all failed, for the simple' and sufficient reason that 

."God hath highly exalted him". In spite' of men, in 
opposition to men, in opposition to' devils, Jesus' has 
been ·exalted to God's' right hand, and there He abides 
a'Saviour and a King for ever. ' 

. There was a special reason for God's exalting the Lord 
Jesus. It was because of His infinite stoop. "Being in 
the form of God, he thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God." He thought it' not a pl'ize to be grasped 
at; He thought it not something to be seized and de
fended. He had no fear whatever that His Godhead 
could be other....than what it is eternally. And yet He . 
humbled Himself, and "made himself of no reputa-

. tion, and teok upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men". Jesus Christ intro
duced a new principle; He disclosed a new method of 

. life ; He laid down a new rule by which to get to 
heaven. The builders to whom I referred a moment ago' 
said, "Let us build us.a city and a tower, whose top 
may reach unto heaven. lJet us climb up to the skies." . 
Jesus Christ came to show us that the only way to 
. go up is tO,come down, that the only way of ascension 
-is the way of humility. He humbled Himself, and 
"made himself of no reputation". He taught us that· 
the only way to make a reputation is to lose it, that the 
only way to live is to die, that the only way to be a, 
conqueror, a sovereign, 'is to be a servant. He revolu
tionized human thinking. He came to set new stand-
ards of me. . 

But very especially He was exalted as the world's most 
distinguished servant.: His name 'is exalted above every 
name because in all 'uuman history mankind has never 
had a servant like }esus Christ. I could call-the list 
of many benefactors of theit race w,ho hav~ become 
famous ,for what they have' done for their fellows. I· 
suppose every time an operation is performed in the 

hospital, somebody is likely to think of that great 
pioneer, Sir James Simpson, who discovered the 
anaesthetic principle, and made it possible for us to 
go off i~to unconsci0usness while .the l;1urgeon does 
his work. Or thin~ o.f Lister who made such opera
tions possible by the discovery of the antiseptic prin
ciple, making it possible for the most difficult operation 
to be performed with comparative safety. 

We pick up our newspaper and read 'of doings all 
over the world,-Europe, America, and th'e Antipodes 
-we have it served ,for us on our breakfast table. 
But to whom are we indebted for this? What a 
marvellous achievement that was when Kelvin 
bridged the ocean and brought continents into com
munication with each other by the first Atlantic 
cable. Think, too, of Marconi who outclassed him 
by his wireless discov,ery, paving the way for that 
which now, even while I speak, carries my message to 
I know not how many whose faces we cannot see. 

All these men have rendered great service, but they 
are nothing compared with the· Lord Jesus. He made 
moral surgery possible. He made the cleansing of 
the Hfe possible. We think of Lincoln as the great 
liberator. But he did 'nothing in comparison with 
what Jesus' did: He was anointed to open the prison 
to them that were bound, and to proclaim liberty to 
the captives. He is responsible fOor giving liberty to 
slaves of all sorts, in all human relationships, through' 
all time. 

One can scarcely -go to a city in the United States 
that.does not somehow, somewhere, commemorate the 
achievement of the discoverer o.f'this new world, Col- ' 
umbus. But that was nothing at all to what Jesus 
Chrest did when He brought heaven and ·earth into 
communication, and made ·it possible for men to escape 
from this life into another, and live a larger and richer 
and fuller life than' men on earth ever beli·eved pos-
sible. It is no wonoer He has been given a name that 
is aboye every name. 

But specifically,-and we miss the heart of the story if 
we miss this-He was exalted. because He recognized 
redemption as the supreme need of men. "Recognized" ? 
That is a human term; that does not properly belong 
to my Lord Jesus. But as a Servant He undertook 
the most difficult of aU tasks. Somebody said the 
other day that· we should never have better times
.I do not understand. it because I am not a financier
but someone said it is probable we shall neve.r have 

. better times until all nation~l depts are forgiven . 
WhUe 'all the world is in de'bt to all the rest of the 
world, how shall we ever lift our heads? Who is there 
who shall pay these debts, and restore good times to 
this earth, if that be a sound financial ·principle? But 

. that would be ,nothing to what Jesus did, for' He saw 
that men never could be free until their debts were 
paid; and He came to pay them. He saw that lite 
could never 'be what it should' be until sin had been 
dealt ~ith. He came, and at the cross. H~ accomplished 
the world's redemption. He paid our debt,-

"He hell, in hell laid low; 
Made sin, He' sin o'erthrew; 

Bowed to the grave, destroyed· it so, 
And Death, by dying, slew." . 
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He accomplished that which no human power could 
accomplish. He eff,ecte~ the reconciliation of a rebel-' 
Hous world, and paid tlie price for the remo-yal of all 
barr-iers between the human'soul and God, that com
merce between earth and heaven might be restored, 
and that poor sinful men might be brought back into 
the family of God again,-"Wherefore God hath highly, 
exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name". The transcendence of the name of Jesus, 
its ,evedasting glory, depend upon the work He accom
plished at the place called Calvary and at'the open 
grave. It is hecause of that, dear friends, that He 
stands out as He does to-day the First Begotten from 
the dead, "that in all things He might have the pre
eminence" . 

III. 
And what is to be THE RESULT of it? What follows 

upon that? For what 'purpose is He ,exalted? "That 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, a~d things ,in earth, and things under the 
earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is L'ord, to the glory of God the Father." . 

How thankful I am that the matter is all settled, 
and that s'ooner or later every knee shall bow to Jesus, 
and ,eyery tongue shall confess thflt. He is Lord! How 
many there are whO' have already bowed to Him with 
gladness, al?-d with "a joy, unspeakable and full of 
glory" have confessed that Jesus Christ is Lord. I 
give lit as my tJestimcmy, humbly, that by God's grace, 
and because He has saved me, to me 

"There is no name so sweet ·on earth 
No name so sweet in heaven" 

as the name .of Jesus Christ, the Nam~ Whose great
ness we celebrate this eVlening. 

There are many of you her'e this evening, greatly 
as you love 'husband, or wife, or children, or father, 
or mother, would testify that of all names that ever 
have been mentioned, to you t~e name of Jesus is the 
sweetest. Is it not so? Do you not delight to hear 
Him well spok·en of? Nay, is it not your supreme 
joy, to worship Him as your Saviour and your Lord? 
I cannot endure that He should be classed with other 
men. ,I rebel against the suggestion that He, is one 
of the world's teachers, that He is one ot the world's 
reformers. He stands apart in splendid isolation. No 
other is to be mentioned in the same breath with Him. 
Every tongue' shall confess that Jesus ChI"list is Lord 
over all, Messed. for 'ever. Noone -else can compare 
with ,Hini." 

I say" rn,any have rejoiced in such confession, and 
many more will yet rejoice to bow their knee to Him, 
and with their tongues to confess Him as Lord. 

But if men do not do it gladly, then they must do it in 
any event; for everyone of us must glorify either the 
merc;y or the .justice ,of God, and if men will not bow 
the knee voluntarily, and as a result of the Spirit's 
operation -in their lives, then sooner or later they shall 
be compelled to do so by sovel"eign power. Yes, Mr, 
Professor, you who would take the crown .from the 
brow of Jesus will put it on again' some day.' You 
would drag Him down from His position of exalta
tion and class Him with mere men? Sooner or later 

you will be compeUed to confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, for He is coming again, and "we believe that 
He shall come to be -bur Judge". "Behold, He com
eth with clouds; and every eye shall SJee him, and they 
also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth 
shall wail because of him." 

I offer no apology for preaching the old gospel. I 
ask no consideration from anybody because, forsooth, 
"unlearned and ignorant" as some profess to belil!ve 
we are, w~ stand by the Bible as the inspired and 
'infallible ,word .of God. The Bible is being fulfilled by 
the very men who deny its truth, and ,every prophecy 
shall ultimately find its fulfilment in the enthrone
ment of Jesus Christ. \lll e al"e on the winning. side. 
Every knee shall bow to Him,· and ,every tongue shall 
confess that He is Lord. 

Ah, but "to the glory of God the Father". By that con
fession God is to be glorified. Amid universal acclaim 
the glory of God is to be revealed. What does that mean? 
There never was a name like the .name of J esus,-so rep
resentative of ,love at its best. What is God? Who is 
God? Can you tell me? Someone says, God is Jove. 
and Jesus Christ has so t:evealed Him. Yes: and some 
day: men will confess Him to the glory of an immort,al 
love, a love whose fire sin's many waters could not quench, 
a love that would not let us go. And when the last 
mother has sung her last lullaby, and the last lover 
has whispered his last word .of love; ,,,hen the last 
David has dried his eyes from his weeping over the 
last Jonathan's love that was wonderful-when all 
that ~s lovdiest and best is translated to the heavenly 
land, the savc::d lovers of all classes and climes, shaH 
gather into an innumerable' multitude, and blood
washed, human han'ds shall take earth's choicest and 
fairest jewels:....-Iove of truth, lovle of country, filial 
love, parental love, conjugal love-all human loves, 
and set them in a golden diadem and crown the brow 
of Jesus the Bridegroom of their souls that He may 
be Lord of' all. 

To Him belongs the glory of eternity: 

"Our lives through various scenes are drawn 
And vexed with trifling cares 

While His eternal thought mov'es on 
His undisturbed affairs." 

"His name shall endure for ever~'; "A name which 
is above every name." When' the names of earth's 
benefactors 'are no more remembered, when the 
achievements of science are no longer of value, and 
the guesses of philosophers are seen to be vain, when 
time' shall be no more-a multitude in praise of Him 
will still sing the song of Moses, and the Lamb of 
enduring name; when the Caesars and the Char le
magnes, the N~poleons and Wellingstons, the Oyamas 
and Togos and Foches, and all the:ir so-called splen
did victories are forgotten, the trophies of His saving 
power, in enjoyment of the ,endI.ess fruits of His blood
'bough~ victories, wilJ sing the 'praise of His peerless 
name. 

And when crowns and thrones have perished, and 
,empires have crumbled into dust; when doctrines and 
dogmas are forgotten, and churches exist no more; 
when altars and temples are forsaken, and the names 
of priest and prophet are no more a praise; when 
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Presbyterians and Anglicans and Methodists and Bap
tists and Congregationalists have ceased to. boast of 
t4eir communions, and denominationalism is no more 
~though I would not belittle the value ot principles 
they have cons'erved-when the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and He shall dwell with them, and there 
shall .be a city without a t·emple, and which hath no 
need of' the sun, neither of the moon to shine in it, 
and the nations of them that are sav·ed shall bring 
their glory and tl;1·eir honour into it-then the' glory 
of God shall lighten it, and the Lam'b' shall be the 
light thereof, . and His lJame "shall qe above every 
name". .' . . 

And if it were possible [or the sun and stars to 
cease their pr~ises, and the earth to pass away, for 
the multitude of the redeemed to sing themselves into 
silence, and angel and archangel-to weary in their wor
ship, and for cherubim to cease to fly through ethereal 
spaces, aI}d hosannas become forever silent on s.eraphic 
tongues-still would our Jesus be the Inhabiter of 
Eternity, with God the Fathe~ _ and the Spirit one God, 
and His name would endure f.or ·ever; because from 
everlasting to everlasting He is God. '''Wherefore 
God also hath' highly exalted him, and given him a 
name. which :is above every name." 

Let' .us pray: 0 Lord, we thank Thee for such a 
Saviour. as Jesus. May those of us who are Thine 
~e led to rededicate ourselves to Thee, and give our
selves to Thee, and give these little lives of ours into. 
t~e. keeI?ing .of Him. Who takes up the isles as a very 
lIttle thmg, m the confidence that all things work to
gether for good to them that lov·e God. If there are 
any who are without the family, who have not yet 
put. their trust in Jesus as. the' sinners' Saviour, we 
pray that such may be constrained to yield themselves 
to Him. . Help us all to crown Him in our hearts .the 
Lord of all. . 

. There are some who· have ,fc;>llowed this servi~e with. 
us as the message has been carried'through the air, 
some who have been invited' by' friends to hear a gos
'pel message. If they are unconverted, we beseech 
Thee, 0 Lord, to .open their hearts as Thou d-i·dst tq'e 
heart of Lydia. Take poss-ession of many to-night; 
send us word, if it please Thee, of some. who have 
passed from death unto life, who have heard the sim
ple yet sublime story of the exaltation of Jesus Chris.t, 
and hav·e received Him as Saviour and Lord. Save us 
all with Thy great salvation, for Thy glory's sake, .. 
AmeJ;l. 

. . 
HOW uTHE' GOSPEL WITNESS" SPREADS. 

A single example is worth a dozen precepts. Some friends 
have expressed surprise that The Gospel W#ness sho!1ld 
have found subscribers in more than fifty different countrIes, 
and have wondered how this has come about. The only 
explanation we can offer is that its lot has' fallen among 
some very hospitable people who have found some blessing 
in its pages, and have told other~ a~out it. 

From Australia. 
We print below two letters which reached us by the same 

mail. It happened that we opened ·the one from the bank 
first, and for a moment wondered what th,e $200.00 was for. 
But when the second letter was opened, of course, all was 
made clear. Our readers will see therefore that one Gospel 
Witness friend in New South Wales, Australia, sends the 
price of seventy-three subscriptions in one letter, and a con
tribution of $54.00 to The Gospel Witness Fund .. 

It will interest 'our readers· to know ·that seventy-two of 
the seventy-three subscriptions were for ministers. Sup
pose each of the seventy-two ministers to an average of 
not more than one hundred people. That would be seven 
thousand, two hundred people. . And suppose' T1ie Gospel 
Witness is able to bring some little comfort or inspiration 
to each of these ministers.' Thus, indirectly, The Gospel 
Witness would touch seven thousand people a week. If this 
be multiplied' by fifty-two, we have an 'aggregate of over 
three hundred and sixty thousand people for- the year. Of 
course, this would be but an indirect ministry; still even 
that is worth while. 

And how did it co~e about? All because one man rec~ived 
The Gospel Witness, found a blessing in its pages, and then' 
at his own charges passed the blessing on. to others. We 

-think it very probable that our Australian friend would not 
be unwilling for 'us to publish his name with the name of 
his place of residence; but inasmuch as we have not his per
mission to do so, we have deleted the naple and also the 
name of his place of residence, so as to remove all possibility 
of identification. 

We commend the example of this dear friend to many 
other readers. What a circulation we should have if every 
reader of The Gospel Witness were to send us even five sub
scriptionsi If they could' not afford.to pay for them, they 
could, as a contribution to the cause The Gospel Witness 
pleads, urge some of their friends to subscribe. When you 

have read this copy of The Witness, sit· down and consider 
whether you think it might be a blessing to somebody el~e i 
and if you think it would be, invest the price of a subscnp
tion for a year in that person's name. 

Read the following letters carefully: 
• "The Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, 

"Dr. T. T. Shields, " July 29th, 1930. 
130 Gerrard St. East, 

Toronto, Canada. 

"Dear Sir:. " 
We enclose our draft on the Canadian Bank of 

Commerce, Toronto, for $200.00 at the request of 
-------. Kindly acknowledge the receipt of 
same to him. ...... 

Yours faithfully, 

Manager." 
"'The Editor, , N.S.W. 

The Gospel Witnes.s. Australia. . . 
"Dear Dr. Shields: . 

Enclosed please fiIid addresses to which The Witness 
is to be posted for twelve months. This list will cancel 
the previous one sent in by me unless I have left anyone 
on the previous list of\' this one. W ~ receive much bless
ing through the contents of the paper, and several of 
our' ministers have testified to blessing and help'received 
by them. ' 

Our prayers' are yours continually. We stand shoul
der to shoulder with you in the rigorous defence of the 
faith. We thank God for the men who to-day are brave 
enough to believe the Bible as .against all the '~isdo'm' 
of the up-to-date teaching. 

We look to you as our leader the .world over. Do not 
give away any ground. 

The Lord· bless you. 
Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) ------
"P.S.-I enclose addresses for seventy-two copies' of 

The Gospel Witness-my own address makes seventy
three. Cheque for $200.00 has been sent to you: $146.00 
for 'subscriptions; $54.00 donation for Witness Fund." 



10 (-270) THE ·GOSPEL WITNESS ' September 18, 1930 

WE ASK A FAVOUR OF YOU. 
We have a Gospel Witness list which we call our "compli

mentary" list. That means there are some people whom we 
are anxious. to have read TIr,e Witness, and we have put 
their names on our complimentary list. We address .this 
word. to our readers who belong ·to that class, and still more 
particularly to our subscribers, and ask as a very great favour 
that each will see to it that The Gospel Witness is supplied 
with his or her correct address. We-learned this week from 
one of our friends. whom we supposed was getting The Wit
ness. He has never furnished us with his change of address, 
and on examination we found that after a while the post 
office returned the paper instead of forwarding it. It came 
back to the office marked· as having no address. We are 
happy to say we have not a very large number of these, but; 
like all papers, we have some. When papers are retul'ned 
in that way, and the office has no other address, that name 
is deleted from the mailing list. In the particular case we 
have in mind, the person was well known to the Editor and 
his present whereabouts also. But an office that is' de~ling 
with thousands of names, and that is responsible to the post
office authorities for certain zone arrangements, must follow 
a regular syt!!tem .. In that way, this name was taken off 
the list without our knowing it. 

We beg therefore to request our readers to be good 
enough, when changing their address, to send us the name 
with correct initials, the old address, and the new address = 
and remind them that it is quite impossible for us to kno';' 
th,e change of address unless we are thus advised. 

"LEST. WE 'FORGET~" 
Copy for The Gospel Witness is prepared every Wednesday. 

It comes off the press every Thursday. . It is mailed every 
Thursday evening-and the expense account reaches us just 
as regularly as The Gospel Witness reaches you. Or per
haps more regularly, for in spite of all our effo'rts, a GOllpel' 
Witness will occasionally lose its way. But alas! alas! the 
printer's bill never fails to arrive. 

·This is }ust to remin.d you that the only endowment The 
Gospel W'£tness boasts IS your 'good .will and 'your practical 
support, plus, of course, the promises of God. We are de
pending on your help: Thi.s is a reminder, because we know 
that those who have not sent us a contribution recently have 
been preoccupied with other matters. Thanks ever so much. 
A two-cent revenue stamp is all the Government requires 
on any sized cheque. Be sure you get your full .two cents' 
worth! 

REMEMBER 
THE RADIO FUND 

WE GOSPEL WITNESS FUND 

THE SEMINARY FUND 

Three thirsty children 

Who always want a ttdjink". 

JARVIS STREET WEEK END. 
The attendance at the School last Sunday was 1,345. 'r.here 

was :a fine morning congregation. In the evening two .were 
baptIzed, and the sel"ln'on appearing in this issue ~as preached. 
Several reSiponded to the invitation at each service. At 
the conclusion of the indoor service, af.ter nine o'clock, the 
Pastor preached: to another great cxowd out-of..doors. 

ANOTHER EXAM,PLE. 
One of the most energetic friends of The Gospel Witness 

is !bev. J. M. Heming of Lindsay. .speaking of his open-air 
work, Mr. Fleming &aid of a Saturday in July.: 

"We were ;there from nine to ·ten-.thirty. So were the 
crowds. Now the sequel. 'Going home, after all was 
·over, I was overtaken by a young man, a smart, cle:a:n
iooking .boy. - He asked me if he could ihave a' talk with 
me. I said, Certainly. Then he told me he was from 
England, was fanning iil .the district, and had heen lis
tening to our open-air service for two Saturdays, and 
then said, 'Mr. Fleming, can you tell me how I can be 
saved?' I tofd him I could and would, so going into the 
park we sat down togetJber and I had the j·oy of leading . 
him to our waiting Lord,-His seal on the wOirk; praised 
be His holy name. . I am sure there are oth8ir&. This 
may encourage some of 'Our country pastors to go out 
into the open; but note this was 'Only ,possible after 
months of prayer." . 
Mr. Fleming takes sixty copies of The Witness per week. 

These are either sold or given away, but are paid for by 
Mr. Fleming or the Lindsay friends at the wholesale rate. 

We believe The Witness might be still more widely cir
culated if someone in each church would take the responsi
bility of d'Oing as Mr. Fleming has been aoi'llg now for per- -
haps nearly a year. There are not a few others who do the 
!lame, but ·Mr. Fleming disposes of the largest number of 
a'll'Y single distrihutor. Doubtles·s .there are many people 
in the churches Who may not :reel like &UJbscribing for the 
paper a year at a time, who would ·gladly .purchase single 
copies if they are put within their reach. . 

A week or so ago we. published a little note from Ireland 
:belling of The Witness being blessed to the conversion of at 
least four persons. Following is Mr. Fleming's latest letter 
dated at Lindsay, September 5th: 

"I am enclosing $5.00 for your Radio Fund, the g~ft 
of a local friend. . . 

"We continUally pray f.or· you a'lld your work, .rejoic
ing in the privilege. 

"Regarding -the distribution locally of The Witness, 
we: have word this week of fruit at a distance. 'One 'Of 
our members hands ·a copy to a neighbour. The neigh
bour s'ends it to a friend up n'Orbh. Now we 'have word 
of the conversion of the friend through its message. 
.so our Uttle labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

'We had: two baptized in the river on Sunday. 
,sincerely yours in Him, 

(ISi-gned) J. M. nemi'ng." 

OVER THE AIR. 
The radio also is most regular in its habits. We use the 

most powerful radio station :in ·Canada f.or two solid hours .. 
The commercial rate would be $1-50.00 an hour, or $300.00 
for every' Sunday evening service. Our arrangement with 
bhe radio· stati'on is entm-ely confidential, and we are per
mitted only to say that we get ·a somewhat lower rate than 
that. Notwithstanding, it is v.ery heavy. Were we to re
ceive a couple of hundred letters each week, e·ach one en
closing a dollar, it would help us .greatly. But this, too, is 
intended only as· a reminder. 

We have just received a letter to--day informing us that 
we have ~een heard regularly every Sunday all summe.r 
fifteen hundred miles away. We received: a letter also from 
Norway-we mean Norway in EurQl.!e, ~'Ot a town of that 
name' on this' continent,-saying that a part of our service 
had been heard .there •. We ex:pect as tbe' days are short
ened during the fall and winter sea&on to r'eceive word 
from all parts ·of the world. Next week we shall publish 
our time-table again, but we refer ,our readers who keep' 
their Witnesses on file to look up the time-table in the issues 
of'May 15th and July 17th. We should be most happy if 
.they w·ould endeavour either to obtain a short~wave set, or 
to be in acces's to one, and report if our service ·is heard. 

Remember the wave lengths: Long wave CKGW 690 Kilo
cycles, 434-'8 Metres; short wave; VE9GW 6,095 Kilocycles 
49-21 Metres. 



I' , 
! 
f 

I 

'. 

September 18, 1930 THE GOSP.EL Wr:fNESS 
o 

~b'e IInion .apt.i~t Witness 
Thill page is the official organ of the Union' of R egular Ba~tist Churches in Ontario and Quebec~ 

337 Jarvis Street, Toronto, Canada. 

W. GORD"ON BROWN, Editor. 

(271) 11 

FIVE MISSIONARIES FAREWELLED the vision d I t ;d .• "- La:' an ~o, e o. er ones sacrI- tile ~tians where workers mm 
The missionary farerwe1.1 held in Jarvis fice 'and send. When we hear the call of this chnlrch have' conducted service each· 

Street Bapti.st 'Phuroh, Thll<I."lSday, Sep- the Lord, we should not .only say, "Here Sunday afternoon. 
temlber 11th, was' 'a girealt meeting- am I," 'but also say "send me." * * * * 
great in every ·sense of Ithe word. Th~re Incidentally,' it was' announced that TIMMiNS. 
WIllS: a great oongregation of abou.t w?en. Mr. Lewis: presented the CaRlse of The members of :the First BaptLsit 
twel,ve hund.red, a g'Ood number ,bei'ng LIloor.Ia.to a :company of Baptists a.t F;o.rt Church. of Tim·millS are united·ly ibe!hlnd 
present fol'om ou:t-of-town. There - was N?rr~s, New Jersey, that chureh oon- their pasto-r, Mr. H. Cr;; Slade. The eve
great singing led _ by ,the great oTgan. t~'l:buted $1,50 to the <;ause. Others 0I1t- ning oong.regation wHl nnmn:ber 8IboUit 
T.here wa_s a great spirit in t~e 'meeting, sId~' .of ·tJhe geo,grap~loa!' bounds of OUir tW'() hundred. Recently two have pro
not of sadness, whIch some mi.ght ex- Umon ar~ ·also O?ntrl:butmtg, ~d :we w~- fessed oonver.si'on, and last .Stmday Mr. 
pect, but ,of j.o-y in the wOl"k of the Lord. oome theIr praotIca1 £eHows'h;ip. We must S~ade e:x;pooted 00 o8lpltize t1wee eandi'-
And :there was a great cause pa:oesented. go; we must pmy; we must give. dates. 

The first fi·eM descri-bed was China of *... * ... . * *,'" ... 
wh}ch the Chin~ J?irector of the g;eat CONFERENCE AT SCOTLAND. KIRKLAND LAKE. 
Chma In~and MLSIS"l'on spO!ke:. Mr. Sam- The September 'meeting' ,of the Pas- Student-PastJor C. S~ McGrath! \Was the 
uel . Jeffery· wa's farewelling for that to'rs' and People's. Conference of Hamil- preacher at KirklaJnd Lake on Sunday 
troubled land. F,our years' 8!g!O this Y10ung Ilion, Brantforo and d~tri.ct was 'held at the 7th. Of ,the fi;fity pl"esent in the 
man was wought ito Jarvis Street by Sc.o.tland, where the President of .the evening, some fortY' were 'men ;who do 
his eJder bl'othe'r, .Mr. Bernard JefferY' Gonf,erence, Rev.' T. L. White, is. the not usually go to church, but who knew 
and some three :weeks. Later was definj.te~ !pastor. M·any were those who' took part the preacher pers·o.nally in ·the days _when 
ly convened to' ,God. The elder ,brothe:r in the morning session, intereeding estpe- he, w~s' ·as they are. .. 
together wi1lh their mother, made it pos: dally fo'!" revival. :'1'he address on pray- *.* *. * 
silble for him .t,o entea.- the Toronto, Bap- er was given ,by Mrs'. R. Hawkins, of WORTLEY ROAD, LO~DON. 
tist Seminary, from wh1ch he graduated BrownSlVille, herself a returned ml'ssion'- At the dose of _Ithe eyen~ sermon, 
last Spring. He goe's, to China with the ary. S.pe'aking fl!)Oom :the incident of the on .the. sam~ Sunday evenIng, In Word;ley 
blessing of his' many friends upon him. Syro.phenician woman, she showed the Road BaptIst Ohurch, Lon~bn, Sbud~nt 

Mi,ss Sydney Bonyun, a native of vaIue of importunity in p:resenting our Robert Brackistone .had the JOy of soomg 
Trinidad, spoke of Iher desire ;to bring need,s to God. . F,oI.lowing the business Ibwo "~aJk. ~e ai:s1.e" 1;0 confess Chri'slt 

~~;t~i:,hJe':,'t~~dG~~~~~!~e,t~:_ ~:k~,r:~ F=:~of~a!t;or~~'~'o.:niu~:v~tu'XY ~ a9 theIr Sa'i
our

.* * *. 
to- go to Pal~stine,and there to- work Rom'ans, showill!g "a five-tfold divisli-on, IMMANUEL MISSION, HAMILTON. 
among ,the women and ,the girls in the af:ter ,the introduoti'On dealing with sin, Student W. J. E. -Gomme has this sum
city of Jaffa (in the Bihle c'alled: J,oppa). salvati.on, separati;o.n, sovereignty and m:er been in ch8ll1g'e of the mission con
She also was brouglh,t into the Lord's service. The :rest of ,the aftemoOlIl; was dUcted iby the Immanuel Baptist Churc!h, 
service throu,gh Jarvis -Sbreet, ana was given over to prayer, praise and testi- Hamilton, on il:he MlountaJin, with Bible 
one of the fi.rst clas!'!, ,to' graduate from' mony. The evening Gospel mes:s'age was &0001, eventialg servi~e 'and 'Prayer meet
our Se,minary, with the most brilliant pil'eached by Rev. G. F. Watts, of ing. Ailitendan,ce may 'be small, ibu.t "the 
rec,oTd of any.s:tudent. . . BrownsrviHe', deailing with ibhe !bex:t: need is' gre:t ." * . * * 

. Mr. ·Gladisto·ne Franlklm, also of T.B.S., "Every eye shaH see him" (Revelation 
expec'ts; to go in a few :weeks under Ithe 1:7). The conference s:eJl·t greetings to LINDSAY. 
Latin-American' Evangelical Society at Rev. R. E. Jones,-wishing him well at Th.e open-air 1W0rk ~-ed /by Rev. J. 
San JoOse, -Cost-a Rica, Central America. his new WO'l"k at- Sawyerville; and aISlo, FlemilIlg, in Lindsay, has oon:tinued with 
His address was a narrative of the joy to Rev. and Mrs. Hancox, soon to rea'l blessing. "Fil'st, these meeting'S 
of ,the, Bo,rd. in his e:x;p.erience, hits Pl"o- leave for Liiberia. The n-eJCt meeting is have been a means ,of .o1es'S:ing :flo. aH who 
pO'sed miSlSoiori being one :peak of j,oy. !planned foor Tuesday, Octo'her -N,th, tOO have ,talken !part. Wdthou.t an exeeption, 

For al,l to- m'are in thi.s. missionary }e held in HespeJer. If it ·proves Ibo be a'll have been definiooly ,blessed in their 
joy, the· eve.ning offering was' till ken, and as go.od a .gathering ·as the Sepitember own spix~tual life." TllIroughout there 
~mounJted to' $188.67. . meeting, ,there will be ·another time of has been "a splendid auc;l.ience, 1'I8.pt at-
M~s .. Hanc-(}x ,then -toM us of the' j,oy nspil'ational fellowship. tention, a -drinkin.g in of the Word of 

s'he and her husband had had in visiting * >I< *... Life, and an e'8!geI'ly listening lIlo the old, 
the. churc.hes of our. Uni'on, and. of the MOUNT ALBERT. old Story .• How one felt their longing 
satisfaction that Christ .gi.ves to- .thO'se Pastor W. S. W'hitco,IlIIbe is thiSi week to 'hear! Thank 'God ·fur such a privi-

. who will serve Him. Her husband fol- )o,nduetiJlJg evangelistic services in the lege! Some pl"Ofessed ·accep;tahce on the 
lowed, urging the ap,pe'al of. miSlSi.ons for ii'strict knOlWIl as' Mount A'llbart mention s,treet. We gave awaY' Gos:pels, etc., also 
d;h.o,se ,millions in the world who have )f which was ma.de in t1Jhes'e c:ol.~'mns last copies of The Gospel Witness, which 
never he·a:rd 'our Saviour'·s name. . This week. Pray :!iO'l' this' :special e.ff,oTt in the were eagerly received." 
coup!e will go .~o· the field of m!-ssions iistriet where, we :believe, the :way has On Sund'ay, _Aug:ust 3~s-t, a. young !Dan 
speCIally commItted .to our UnIon of )een pl'epared for an ingathermg of .and a woman were baptIZed "1!II. the rIver, 
Regillar Baptist Churches of Ontario fouls. while a goodly crowd 1000ked on. Surely, 
and Quebec, in Liberia, there to join * * * * this mu'st have been an apo.,s,to"lic soene. 
Rev. and Mrs. H.·Davey. TABERNACLE, FORT WlLLIAM. . * * * * 

Rev. Alfred J .. Lewis, himself ;recently Septemiber 7th was' a day of hloes:sing ANNETTE, TORONTO. 
returned fl"om that 'greaJt land, brought at -the' Tabernacle Baptist Church, Pas.tor W. J. H. Brown expects to be
the addresses to a swong close, a,s 'he F'ort WiHiam, :when Pastor L. Roiblin had, gin again his radiI(} ministry oVeJr OFRIB, 
describe? "the p,o~ of dal"knes~" over the joy Q~ ;bap~izing thre~, who are' now roronto (353 meters; 960 kHocyeles), on 
the" natIves .of Ai-rIc'a Only OhrllS:t can I mem:bers In -thIS progres;slve church. All Sunday, October 4th, ,~ 1 p.m., Easter·n 
dispel tha.t dar'kmess" and He waits to of the candidates were from a district Standard· Time. Fine oongregatiJO':ls a.re 
~o so :thirough us. Let young people get called Pearson, some thi:rity ·miles up in atlicllding jJi,s min~stryat Annette street. 
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Baptist Bible Union Lesson Leaf of infini,teIy greater value lfuam anything a she .goat uf three yeaTS old, and -a ram 
man couM give him, and Hi-s bleSISed -of three yewrs (lId, and a wrtloed()ove, and 
presence oou-Id be enjoyed' in time a.s well a young pigeon. .And he took 'Unto !h:~m 

Vol. V. No. 4 as in eternity. -May;we -learn If:rom_ :this an these,and divided them in tlJ.e midst, 
not to lo,o:k ,to man-:£Ior reward, hut t()o d-()o and lam each piece o.ne against aD()other: 

REN. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR. everything for !the Lorn's sarke and leave but the-birds d:ivided he lllOil;." This is' a 
Lesson 40 . Oct be 5th 1930 the re.ward wilth HIm, (I. Cor: 3:14). sacrificial sce!le, ior -here are named Ibhe 

or_ ' - _. . victims lSu:bsequentliy used- in the typical 
Fourtih Quarter. Abram's deSIre, (vs. 2, 3). T-he deSIl"e sacrifices of the Levitical di:speDlSllltion. 

of_Abram's heart is made kno-wn in these These axe arranged. by Abram, probaibly 
THE- COVENANT CONFIRMED. verses .. ~s a: m.am. 01 the ~st, and &IS acc()ording to the airecti-o;n of _God; then 

Le the. recIpIent o()f God s iPl"()om~se he wa.s dwrkness ooming on, a deep sIeep faJlls 
sson Text: Genesis, chapter 15. doesiI'ou-s' ,of .81 family! 'his._ heaTt yearned 1l,P000n him, and he -lligain hears the v:oice 

Golden Text: "After these things the after -an hell·, :buot hlS WIfe :was ba;rren, ()of -God conveying to Mm a moeSlS8ige con
word of the Lord came unto Abram !,-nd -th.ey were both -old. ~Od had. prom- cerning the people m iIIhe land. 
in a vision, saying, Fear not, ~sed' -hI:m seed,. and he beheved Him, yet Seveml thi-ngs are worthy of n'ote in 
Abram: I am thy shield, and thy he PI"?'bably di~ lI1'Ot unders,tanJd h()ow the this :mesB'age-, the tirst in reference t()o 
exceeding great reward." Genesis pr0D!-Ise .wo.uld- ~e fu~fiIled! therefore the the prediction concerning the soj,OUI"n of 
15:1. ..) enqUl.rY.lII1t:imatlng iJ1;IS ch}ldlessnE¥.!-~ a~d Israel in EgyJpt: "Thy seed shaH be a 

_ mentwmng the f.act. tha~ one ~ m ~1S sitranger i~ a land that is noOt their's, ' 
I. THE P.ROMISED SEED (vs. 1-6). house, ty'et ~oOtt ,of h~ looms- w.as hIS heIr. a'lld sbIl serve them; ,and Ibhey shan 

Encouragement from God·(v. 1). Mter N.ote -the WI,sdoOll?- ,m e:x;presslll:8". ~ur de- afflict them f-our hu~~ years," (v. 13). 
ft

• • • • sIres and c-a;r.rymg o()ur enquInes untto The £uolfilment o()f thIS- -}S 'WeH knoO/Wll. It 
c()on let theire c()omes --reac'blo()n :wath lW the Lord' - ld t '1..__ bee If b thl • . coou - no I_ve I n -()ore seen ' Y' eal' -y 
consequent need of encouragement. And G d' • ( 4 6) Th wisdom - but God- kn()ows rthe end £roon 
AJOO. had b . _.a~_..... T_ • 0 s promIse, v:s-. -. e ex- '.. Th ....... ... ... 'fill.-". 

am ' , ee:n In .. a COUIlI"'''. ...t ~s true pres'sed desh.,e of A'br8ilIn brings an an- the be'gm?l1'nlg. . e SUUoUY' 00.<' J)U'~ !t.l"'-l: 

he had !been vIctoOnoos in the fray, -yet swer fr-om God assuring the -paJtri-arch Pl'o:Phecy IS- -a mos-t pl10fittaJble ~4 Inter
his -spirit w-ould ,be -aff.ected. Jf\l:s.t at Ibhat t1hat -he would have seed of his own "The estmg one. TJ:te second P!l'ed:itCtl-on re-
. d f GoOd t h· .' Th· l;ates to the Judgment of God upon tIme when he ,especitaIIY' needed him God wo()r. ()' came un ()o - 1m saYIng, 'IS' E t "th-" _... h :th ihtall 

_ ' shaH not -be thine heir; !but he that Siha;ll _ ,g'YIp-, • -"'''. n"""I~, w om ' ey s ' 
appeared, and .g.ave -a mess-age of en- corne- forth o()out ()of it-hifIe ow:n: !bowels :shaH serve-, will I Jlldge', (v. M). In res.pec:t 
coura.gement. It is a cc>mdi()ort 00 know be, thine heir." This Wlas the 'Pr-()omi,se of 00 ;this we_ ha'Ve but to caU to remem
Goo always CoOmes at the right tj'me. He a ,miracle due -t()o the a;!rE! and condition -~rance the p1ag:u~s and .th:e Red ~ea 
. I b - h .- . . -" -SaraI· and fulfi'led I·n T_-aac A _t._a~. Judgment. The third: piredIcti,on pertains 
IS- never ate Utt aVl'llg our hlghest In- 00.< , 'I .!Jl:l-. A'lJ.!'..... "-- l·b t· f I I" ,.,-~ t 

' . - ". - Is further infiormed of the num,bell" m his to tu.. -1: era; 1'0111 0 s-rae .<iI'0.m --""6Yp , 
terestbs M ~eart, H;~ IS near Just w!hen seed bY' comparj,g'()on IWith the stars of the "aftel'Wlard- sha,I,l the~ come. out wlb~ 
we need HIm most. And' He !kn'OlWS; the- heavens. Being 'led fo()-rth abro-ad. he is great su1bstance • (v. 14). TIus- was f!J-l
message we require. reques.ted 'by thte Lord to, "Look nO'W fiHed -?"n the .pas's'o:ver nl'ght, 'Wh~, prIOr 

The mes-sage of God- opened :with the toward heave.n, -and tell the stars if thoU' to theIr leavmg Egytpt :the,;~sraehtes bo.r-
. _" " be aoble to -number them: and He s-add r.O'Wed of .the Egtyiprtlans, Jew~l!& . of sIl-

co.mi£omn:g wordis, Fear not A'bra.'m. unto him. S,o shall thy seed be." At that ver and JeweLs of goId, and r-aliInent", 
The patrIarch had performed a :valIant time such a tmngo s-eemed an impoSlSi-- (Ex. 12:3,5). 

_ deed in rescui'll'g :his kinsman and 0Ibhe.rs. ·bHVty, -but ,thiere is no.thing impossible -A per.sonal pred-iJc,tion fuHows the 
from the hands of the-ir enemies but ion witth GoOd, amd we knoq.w in whoM a won... threefo()~d n~tj.()onal 'One. Abram its- a'ssured 
doing so !he must have bee- 'th-" dertful way that seeming impossibildty t1hat he s~all '1r0 t()o his:fa;~hers. in -peace,-

n aware OIl" bee'ame a fact. The 'l"eiSponse of A,braJrn. and t'hat he shall be Iburned m a g-ood 
ihe hac;! :made p!()owerful enemiegt foil' him- to the promise was- in aoo()ord-ance with_ old age, (v. 15). He need have n()o fear 
self, and that hence:f.orth he :was in oon- the win o()f -God-, ''he beIi-eved -in the Lord therefore of- his enemies slaying him, o()r 
siderable danger from outside- a.ttacklS' a_nd -he counted it to !him for righteous- of any' accident carryirn:g him away be-
H-ow enoour i then mWllt h b· n'eSlS." Abra.m manifested faith, a.nd ii()ore that if;-ime. God knOlW!S when each 

aIg ng ave een tlhis W8iS ac-oounted '!Into Mm for ri'ght- of us must go into His presence, but it 
!the -statement -()of ilihe Lord tha;t- he need oouosness'. TMs faith wa;s undoUJbtedly i-s- not - in His :purpose that we sih()ould 
have n()o fe-ar! If ,God was for him, ,then sih,()own in tWoor.ks, £or living faith is 811- know the e:xact :time. We sh-ould -be con
who CO'1lId' be lIIgains,t him? (100m. 8::301). ways active. p:ames 2:1'4-26). M,ay we tinually preJilared dior the greaJt change. 
N'Ote other -occ-a;sionJSo when srumwr word.s; learn from ~hIS Ithi.M w~ have a God- Wh!o The fifth thing _ nl()~ed relates ~ the. ire
_ _ . can diO -the- l'm-poOiSsu,ble, '8illd thai!; for those turn 'Of the- LSIl"aehtes to the tp.'l'O'lJIISed 
werE! uttered ;by Goo or HI~ messelll!gers, w.hoo trust in Ilim there _ is noohi'lllg i.m- land, "in ~the :f.ou:rith generation they shall 
(IGen. 26:214; 46:3; Is. 41:10). Let us ll,ossib1e, (M'att. 17:20). Exp"lan,ati()on come hItlter -again: f()or -~e iniquity 'Of 
aI-Sio take cmndioil't from rohe fa.c:t that may be made of t'he genera~ subject of the Amoriltes is not ~ full", (v. 16). 
those who fear:God need noill fear man God's jPl'omises, and- 'Of the necess-i;ty and This latter 'clause is 'Worthy of consider-

d ~ b ld· th' . f L' d' blessednes,s of simple iliaitth. in Hi:m. atio()n, tmply-ing, -as it do()es, t'haJt the 
an - - 0 In. - eo servIce' _0() • o()~ O'l" -. Amori,tes, ,the ll'Ilos-t pOlWer:f.ul oOf the 
Such boldness 1S a charaJCte.risttic of 81101 II. THE PROMISED LAND. (vs. 7-2,1). tri'bes- of -Canaan, were nrot yet riipe for 
tJrose who -are filled :with the Hotly Spi-rlt, HavilJlig given A-bram the pl'O'mise con- judgment,-they have nod; yet ;reached 
(Acts 4·13 ·3-1) cerning his seed, the Lord- doeclaIl"es: Him- t-he stage -nati'Ona;!-lyw:hen God- -woQu:ld 

. ., . self to the patriarch a.s the One Who visit them with the jUQgment m exter-
T:w,o s.ta..teme:ruts follow as- part 'Of this had- -brought him 'Out of Ur o()f the .ohal- mination. Note this- in il"efoereonce 00 na

message in eXjplantatio()!ll o.f the reason' £or dees to give hfun the land o()f Pale'still1e tions-, pre-sent -and future-. Two- further 
the ad-opti'On of a fe'arles-s attitude, the too inher~t it (v. 7). In this Abram -is-_ mMters -are worthy of n()ote: fir,st, in ref
fil"st stating, "I '8iIIn thY' SihieId"," and the- cheered -and' c()OmIDor:i;ed with:- the fiaJC1; of erence to the :smoiking furnace, a.nd bUJrll
second, "thy ex~eeding g.re-aI!; rewa:rd." bein'g in the will o()f God-, and iSi :reassui-- ing llllm~, ~assin~ between the piece~ m 
In these A!bra;m loS t!l.Ssuil"ed' 'Of Goo's- p~- ed conrcern"ing the pos:se&Sion oi t'he Iamd the s,acrIfic1"a;!- am-mals, (v. 17), 'plQoSSlIbly 
t-ecting caTe, -and of the_ certainty of. re- by his seed. It is a blessed- thin-g indeed -consuming the~ a;t the. s~me time; amd 
ward. He had Te:f.used reward at t'h.e t()o' be where God wa;nts- us, and 00 be second, c()oncern"lng the lIm-rts 'Of iIilie land 
hand of :the king of ,Sodom., but he was assuTed of thoM foot. given to A:hTaJm and his seed "from the 
not t()o go with-oUtt reoompense fw ros Abram believed God, hut desires a river of E&"YiPtt";the NiIe,-ntot the broo!k 
gc>od deed. God WIllS to lbe hils Il"ewllird. sitgn 'IIOS to h()ow he shall know that he -of that name--"unt()o the ,great river, the 
This WIllS far -betteJ; than receiving soone- sha11 inherit :the land, and sudh a sign River Eup'hirates", (v. 18). Thi,s- whole 
thi~ from the hand of mam:, for if Goo is 'gra-nted to him. He is -instI'ucbed to revelation is described a.s a covenant, 
Himself was iIilie reward, t'hen S'Uch was take "an heifer of three yte&rtS old,. amd therefor~ it is ,the renewing.of the same. 


