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,~'A Mal) More Precious Than Fine 'Gold:' 
Included in "the burden of Babylon which Isaiah 

. the son of Amos did see" is this remarkable declara­
tion of the divine purpose, "I will make a ~an m,ore 
precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden 
"Yedge of Ophir." It is a prophecy relating' to historic' 
Babylon: But we shall not, in this article, concern 
ourselves with chronology or geography. Al·1 history 
is prophecy : "l~he thing that hath be.en, it is that which 
shall b~; and that which is done is that which' shall 
be done." II" one should r'ead of a: man's being blown 
to pieces w"I)-ile lighting his pipe over a 'barrel .of gun­
powder, that would be history; but it would also be 

. a prophecy of the fate of every other man ,,,,,ho should 
be guilty of similar folly. And there are moral ex­
plosives and moral sparks. The history .of Baoylon's 
destruction prophesies the ruin of all who commit 
Babylon's sins. The context of our scripture speaks 
o.f "the day of the Lord .... cruel both with wrath and 
fi,erce anger" ,,,,,herein men shall be so scarc·e that a 
man shall be "more precious than fine gold". 

Under certain conditions, therefore, a man is wDrth 
more than gold. And sinc'e it is God Vvho says, "I 
will make.a man more precjous than gold", we shall 
not strain our scripture's meaning by saying that God 
intends that a, man should be worth mor,e than his 
weight in diamonds. It is with that principle, the 
v'alue of a human personality, we shall concern our­
!:·elves in this article. 

I. 
. First of all, then, here is a princip-Ie worth pondPor­

ing, that a man may bl;! worth more than money. 
That does not appear always to be true. Napoleon 
is reputed to have said, "The lives of a million men 
ar·e nothing to. me". One might suppos.e that mimy 
lesser men have learn,ed of him; for human life is oft~n 
lightly ·valued. There ar~ times, .however, in ·the ex­
.perience of the' indivi~ila1." ,~nd . in. the history of a 
nation, ~hen it .be.com,es: a'~\.mda1)tly .. e,~id'ent that a 

. throbbing human heart, an active brain, all the pote~-' 
ti~lities wrapped up in a man, ar.e worth infinitely 
"more than fine gold". . 

This principle has frequently been found true in the 
experience of the individual. Go-Id has its uses: it 
,may be a true friend. It can wrap the babe in ·eider­
down; it can carpet the path for little .feet with velvet; 
it can spread the table with dainties; it can ,open the 
door of all the halls of learning'; it ,can buy the con-, 
centrat·ed w:isdom of a hundred generations; .it can 
shut out the storms of winter, and temper the heat of. 
summer; it can throw wide the door of the mansions 
of the great: a golden key may turn back the 'lock 
which admits to the banqueting hall of kings. N ot­
withstanding, there are times when money .is of less 
value than a man, when personality means· mor·e than 
purse . 

. The finger posts which p.oint to paths of righte()us~ 
ness ar,e. seldom made of gold; and when they are,' they 
only, pomt, they d.o not lead the way. The print. of 
human feet along the narrow ro'ad is worth more to 
weary pilgrims enquiring the way to God than an un­
marked pavement, thougb it be all of gold. The 
mother 'in the humblest cottage teaching her little one' 
to'pray, and living a cheer.ful life ·of trust, is infinitely 
mor,e pr~ecious than the godless millipnaire who leaves 
his family a heritage of no moral, but only material; 
wealth.' , . 

You cannot fill a vacant chair with "the golden 
wedge of Ophir". There are no· jewels' like those 
sparkling human eyes which, ere God closed them . 
looked so-lovingly upon us. There is 'no upholstery' 
which gold .can buY., no luxuries of any 'kind' which 
wealth can purchase, so restful in their ministry as the 
hearty clasp of ,a loving human hand. You know ,,,hat 
we mean! The walls of your house and ·the furniture 
within do not make vour home:' There is a hu'iilati 
pers.onality which :pe~vades .. the. pi:tce, and fills 'each 
room w.ith' an· unseen pr,es'ence, .and he, or she;' makes 

, I 
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home. A house of fine gold built upon foundations of 
precious stones would not be home without him, with­
out her. Those who have been to the graveside know 
the meaning of our scripture. No costly silken bands 
can bind a bleeding human heart; and not even the 
waters of Pison "which compasseth the whole land of 
Havilah, where there is gold", can r·efresh a soul be­
reaved, like the sympathetic plash of common human 
tears. In the most ordinary life, this principle is ful": 
filled a hundred times between the cradle and the 
grave, "I will make a man more precious than fine 
gold; even a man than the golden wedge .of Ophir". 

This principle, moreov·er, is often exemplifi.ed in the 
var.ious aspects of social or national life. To the life 
of a community or a nation can a man be more pre­
cious than gold? Gold may build a legislative hall, 
it cannot frame wise legislatio_n; it may build a bat­
tleship, but it ~nnot design one, or us'e it when it is 
built. Material wea'lth is largely secondary, person­
ality is primary. When Europe was at its wits' end 
Wellington was more pr.ecious than fine gold. When 
evil walks a'br·oad on human f.eet you can only stay its 
progress by righteousness incarnate in a man. You 
cannot kill a tyrant by machinery. Napoleon will 
always have his way in spite of flashing sword's and 
booming cannon, until he meets his Wellington. 

The principle finds its exemplification in every phase 
of social lik Not property but persons, not gold and 
silver and pr,ecious stones, but men, and women, and 
little' chi'ld.ren, constitute the real wealth of the world. 

II. 
Our scripture promises that men shall be pr.ecious 

because they are scarce. God will visit Babylon in 
judgment, and "will cause the arrogancy of the proud 
to ceas·e, and wiH lay low the haughtiness of the t,er­
rib Ie", and in this way "will make a man more precious 
than gold". 

But men are not scarce. There are plenty of men. 
There ar.e men and men. Our scripture says that 
when the divine judgment has swept over Babylon 
gold will be more plentiful than men. And yet Nebuch­
adnezzar liv·ed in Babylon, and talked about "great 
Babylon which I have bu.ilt"! But when· "the arro­
gancy of the proud and the haughtiness of the terrible" 
are swept away by the judgment of God, that which 
was called. a mart is no more. And that is the mean­
ing of this scripture. According to the divine stand­
a~d, l'eal men are scarce. Indeed, by nature, there 
are no real men. A man is the product of grace. For 
that is here promised also. . 

Men may be. scarce; they may be few who stand 
the test of fire, but by 'God's grace, a man shall be 
found more precious than fine gold. There is there­
fore hope for th~ race. Sin has spoiled God's handi­
work. One may well say with Jeremiah; "How is the 
gold become dim! How is the most- fine gold changed! 
the stones of the sanctuary are poured out in the top 
of every street. The precious sons of Zion, compar­
able to fine gold, how are they esteemed as earthen 
pitchers, th~ work of the. hands of the potter!" And 
Jeremiah's lamentation will find an echo in the heart 
of many of our readers. We know. our own hearts 
and apart fro~. what. divine grace may have done .. fo; 

us, we know that ther.e is nothing golden in our char­
~cters. The heart is not a ho;ly temple lined with gold 
and radiant with divine glory. The' imagination is 
not like the interior of Solomon's temple wherein were 
carved figures of cherubim, and palm trees and open 
flowers-it is no art gallery. where bright angels, who 
love the beautiful and holy, minist·er to a spirit who 
thinks on things that are true, and 'honest, and lovely, 
and of gooa report. The memory is not a library 
wherein are stored the chronicles which record the 
goodness of God. The will is not a reigning prince 
acknowledging only the sover,eignty of the King of 
kings. . 

However white the exterior of the~e lives, by nature 
there is not much that is beautiful within. But our 
scripture comes with a promise 'of restoratj.on to the 
man whose heart has become the habitation of an un­
holy spirit; whose imagination has become the renclez­
'vous of black-winged thoughts; whose memory is a 
storehous·e of ,evil, ·and whos·e will is the vassal of the 
devil. Take heart, my brother! God can make a man 
who can stand the test of divine judgment,-"A man 
more pr.ecious than fine gold; even a man than 'the 
golden wedge of. Ophir." 

ill.. 
We may then eriquire, Is there any person in whom 

this promise finds a complete fulfilmt:nt? Is there a 
man more precious than fine gold? Who is worth his 
weight in diamonds? . 

Ther.e is a Man Whose character wi'll bear the c1DS­

est inspection; Whose character has been the subject 
of both friendly. and hostile investigation for nearly 
two thousand y.ears. People of all nations and lan-

.guages h.ave studi,ed ·Him. They have weighed His 
words, and examined His actions, and scrutinized His 
motives. They have r.egarded Him in all lights; and 
from every' possible p.oint of vj.ew; when they ha·ve 
test·ed Him in the crucible of their criticism, the uni­
versal, unanimous verdict is, "W·e find in him no fault 
at all." 

. Yes, there is a Man Who has stood the test of divine 
judgment, who, when God's v,engeance swept over the 
world stood forth as gold; a Man in Whom God finds 
no fault; a man in Whom God is well pleased; a .Man 
'Yho is the express image of God Himself-more pre­
CIOUS than fine gO'ld'. 

And this Man .has been worth more to the world 
than all its gold. By His own death He purchased 
the freedom of all the slaves of sin. His blood has 
been, and still is, incalculably of more worth to the 
world than the blood of all the millions who have died 
on all the battlefields of earth, fighting for their own 
and others', libertj.es. By th~ influenc·e of His life th~ 
nations of the earth have been more enriched than by 
all their commerce, and all their wars of conquests. 
The words H;e utter-ed have been, and are to-day of 
infinitely greater value to the world than all hu~an 
learning, and- inventi·on, and industry, than all the 
pearls of th~ ocean, the gold of Havilah, and Ophir, 
and all the d·tamonds of Golconda .. His precepts have 
done more t~ pr:otect the weak, to relieve· the op- . 
pressed, to liberate the enslav,ed, to enlighten the 
ignorant, to enrich the poor, than all the world's sol­
diers, and legislators, and educationists, and philan-
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thropists combined. This one Man is an inexhaust­
ible fountain, whence have flowed rivers of refresh­
ment, which have made the world's moral wilderness 

. and sDlitary places glad, and its deserts to rejoice and 
blossom as· the rose. He is the great Teacher at 

. Whos·e feet the world's leaders ·have l.earned those prin­
ciples (if they have learned them anywhere) which 
have ,enabIed them to inculcate· in others that right­
eousne.ss which surely exalteth a nation. More than 
the song of all birds, or the music of all breezes, or the 
lov.eliness of all flowers, or the beauty of landscapes, 
or the glory of sunsets, or the str,ength of aU moun­
tains, His strong and glorious character, His beauti­
ful and beneficent life, the music of His message of 
redeeming love, have taught men to love God and keep 
His commandments, and to love their neighbours too. 

. There i·s· a Man Whose Name is more precious to 
the world's mothers than gold. He knows their heart­
aches, and the anxiety of their wondering gaze into the 
future of their little ones. They love Him-many of 
them, because they know He loves them and their lit­
tle children, and gathers out ·the stones from beneath 
their little feet. He is a Man Whom children love, 
Whose Name is deaf\er to them than all their treas­
ures; they fall asleep with His Name upon their lip·s, 
and if, perchance, the angels c~me fpr them before 
1if.e's sun is high, ·even whel1 they have ·said farewell 
to all about them whom they have' loved the most,­
last of all they speak His Name, and spread their 
hands abroad, as though they had heard ~im call, and 
were in haste to go to meet Him. And in that hour, 
to levery witness of the holy scene, His Name is more 
precious than all the hoarded millions of the world. 

There is a Man Who is the young man's friend, and 
knows full well the you,ng man's foes. He has walked 
the young man's pathway, and lived the young man's 
life. He, too, has been asked to dare to break God's 
law, and show Himself brave. He, too, has been of­
fered wealth,even all the kingdol!ls of the world, and 
their glory ·as the wages of sin._ As a Counsellor He 
is mor.e pr.ecious to any sane young man than all the 
wisdom wealth can buy. He is a Companion Wh-os_e 
strong right arm is mightier than armies. He slays 
the lion in the way; He holds you by His hand as you 
walk the road that skirts the precipice, which drops 
sheer away t6 the lake. of ·fire; robbers flee from His 
presence; He knows the narrow path through the 
marsh, and the road that leads on up the mountain 
to the gates of pearl, -and the ·str·eets of gold. And 
that Man as a Counsellor, as ,a Companion anq Helper, 
a Guide, in a word as a Saviour, is worth more than 
the golden wedge of Ophir to any young man. 

gry, Whose healing balm is always fr.eely offer·ed to 
the morally afflicted, Whose best robe is always r.eady 
for the prodigal who will come home. There is a 
Man, Who, Himself a Prince, delights in this wondrous 
title, "The Fri'end of Sinners": -

He meets them where they need Him, and never 
leaves them more. He leads them on their journey, 
and when they stand beside the ·grave He comforts 
them, and tells them that soon He is coming back for 
them. He. wipes their tears away, and .binds up their' 
broken hearts, and gives them beauty..for ashes, and 
the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness. And at last, whelJ. the 
shadows lengthen, and life's day is done, He throws 
wide the door of one of His many mansions, and they 
enter into the joy of their Lord. And this Man is 
"more precious than qne gold,-even a man than the 
golden wedge of Ophir". 

. Would you mak,e His acquaintance? Would you 
be enriched by His frIendship? Then do not try to 
dress up for the occa-sion. Come t.o Him just as you 
ar·e. You will not find Him surrounded by a retinue 
of servants in a royal palace, though He is a King and 
is the Lord of hosts. You will find Him at a place 
called Calvary. He is not arrayed in royal robes"'­
save the crimson .of His own heart's blood! What, 
this Prince of men in ·blood! This Benefactor of the 
race, ·this Helper of the fallen, this Lover of all man- . 
kind, in blood! Ah, yes! Hear the· conclusion of our 
story. You will .find- Him at a place called Calvary 
arrayed in crimson. He .is nailed to a cro.ss. His ·head 
is crowned with thorns. . . . 

But wpy this death of righteousness? this death of 
the Incarnation of the beauty .of holiness? 

Let us finish our story! The cross is not on Cal­
. vary now. There is a grave. That is where they laid 

Him. Neither is He ther.e to-day. The grave is· 
empty: "He is nDt here: He is risen". 

"Then He is not dead?" No; He is alive ·again, 
and has. ascended into heav·en that He may ful'fil in us 
the principle of this promise, "I will make a man more 
precious than fine gold; ·even a man than the golden 
wedge of Ophir". . 

He is the one Alchemist Who can transmute earthen 
pitchers into the most fine gold. The secret of the 
miracloe is with Him. It is a chemistry of which He 
has the monopoly. This only we know of ·the 
mystery, and He has authorized us to tell others, that 
when we trust Him He makes us more precious than· 

. gold by means of His own blood: 

Ther.e is a Man Who never scorns the outcast-that 
woman whose character gold cannot redeem; the· 
drunkard whose will gold cannot· enfranchise; the 
felon whose .liberty gold cannot purchase; the blighted· 
life, the ruined soul-there is a Man Who has an. inter­
est in all thes·e; Who has only words of pardon for the 
outcast who repents; \Vhose strong right hand can 
conduct a drunkard safely and in soberness past the 
place of temptation; Who can set a soul at liberty; 
and restore the years which the locusts of sin hav,e 
eaten. There is a Man Whose ·door is always open 
to the poor, W.hol?e table is always laden for:the httn-

"Lo! The incarnate God, ascended, 
Pleads the merit of His blood; 

Venture on Him, venture wholly, 
Let no other. trust intrude; 

N one but Jesus 
Can do helpless .sinners good." 

And now Woe have· told you His Name. He is 
more than man: He is God. But He was made in the . 
likeness of men that we might be made into the like­
ness of God-even as men· "mor,e precious than the 

. golden wedge of Ophir": He died and ro~e again; and 
"when he ·ascended on high he led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men ... he gave ·some, apostles; 
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 



4 (232) THE GOSPEL WITNESS September 4, 1930 

pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ." "Behold, the Man!" "Behold the 
Lamb :of God, that taketh away the sin of the world." 

This also should be the directing principle in all church 
affairs. Churches will be what they ought to be when 
their p1;l.stors and deacons and people are more afraid of 
offending God than of offending anyone else. Or if the 
pulpit be vacant, the first question should be, What would 
God have us do? \i\That sort of man would He put in the 
pulpit? And when pulpit committees seek to identify 
God's man they may well ask respecting anyone whom 
they think of calling, Has he put G9d first? Has he 

FEAR. proved himself to be unselfish, willing to sacrifice, willing 
The Editor of this paper receives a very heavy mail. to endure hardness, willing to be anything or nothing if 

People write us on almost every conceivable subject. One only the truth of the gospel may be furthered and God 
writes us requesting that we ascertain the reliability of a glo'rified? 
certain firm which advertised lessons in showcard writing! -' The fact is, there are no real "problems'" of conduct. 
But many letters reach us enquiring respecting certain We shall find life very simple, after all. if in all things 
courses of conduct: Would you advise me to do this or we are actuat~d by the fear of the Lord. Putting Him 
that? We are compelled to answer some of our cor- fir.st, fearing Him more-no, fearing Him only-we sha.1l 
respondents telling them that we are incompetent to ad- have no' difficulty in deciding what course we ought to 
vise. But sometimes we do try to offer counsel where it take; and having taken such a course, we shall always find 
is thus requested. it was the wisest course, and prove again in our own ex-

But running through many of these requests, and often perience that "the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
more clearly expressed in the reply to our counsel, there wisdom." 
are statements, arguments, and excuses, which simply' 
amount to this: I know what I ought to do respecting 
certain matters, but I .fear-then follows a list of the 
things: ·the consequences or the persons they fear. Is it 
not a fact that the principle of fear lies at the basis of all 
so-called "problems" of conduct? Men do right or wrong 
because they fear; and whether they do the one or the 
other will depend upon whom they fear. . 

"The fear of man bringeth ~ snare." If we permit the 
fear of man to compel us to wrong-doing, or to restrain 
us from doing that which we know to be right, we shall 
soon be in a snare from which it will be difficult to extri­
cate ourselves. Half men's trouble is really of their own 
making. Their cowardice led them into the devil's trap. 

Why, then, do men do wrong? All reasons are sum­
marized in this one phrase descriptive of the wicked, 
"There is no fear of God before their eyes." Those who 
do not fear God will be sure to fear somebody else. It 
applies to every possible situation in life: husband and 
wife, parents and children, neighbour with neighbour, 
employer and employee, pastor and people-it applies to 
everybody's relation to everybody else. 

Men fear the frown of their fellows; the ostracism of 
their class·; the skill of their competitors; the possjbility 
of pecuniary loss, directly or indirectly, by loss of· position 
or loss of money-the fear of a hundred things of which 
men ought to be independent drive them into innumerable 
difficult situations, and all because there is "no fear of 
<;iod before their eyes". . 

On the other hand, "the fear of the Lord is the begin­
ning qf wisdom". It is the highest wisdom to recognize 
that His eye is upon us, and that our supreme duty is to 
please Him. To the·Christi~n, it ought to be the supreme 
passion ef life, as with Paul: "Wherefore we labour, that. 
whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him." 
This 'principle should regulate the. conduct of everv 
C!).ristian, in all circumstances, in all relationships. A 
.<;:hristi~n should be willing to brook the displeasure of 
any m3:n, ~o f~ce the frowns of kings rather than to offend 
his-Lord.· . 
' .. And surely. this ought to he the guiding principle of 11 
inj~ister's life: He shouM· so live, and so preach, as to be 
well-pleasing to God. -

ABOUT TH.E RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
In The Friend of Missions for July-August, 1930, on 

page thirty-s,even there appears the following an­
nouncement: 

"A Notice to Legato·rs and Testators. 
"A number of our friends in America and Canada have 

made out their wHIs formerly to the name of The Rus­
sian Missi'onary SocIety. In view of the fact that Mr. 
E. E. Shields' has been d~smiJssed ifrom the Woork of the 
Society, and is no longer entitled to receive any funds 
wbatever, and in view .of the fact that he is s,till, Without 
justification, contInuing to use ,the name of The Russian 
MIssi'onary Somety, and is spendin'g a -great deal of 
money do,nated for missionary purposes in a way alto­
gether diff'erent fr.om the objectives' of the S-ociety, we 
hereby request an friends who· have men.1lioned The. 
Russian Missionary 'Society in their wills, to kindly imme­
ddately c,hange the designa.tion, and instead of the Rus­
sian Missionary .society, to write in the will, The Rus­
sian Foaith Mission, Pastor William F'etler, Founder and 
General Director. 

"F·or the bene·fit of intending legators the foollowing 
is the full te~ to he used when bequeathing any ~egacy 
to The Russi'an Fadth Mission:-

"I give and bequeath to ThI'J Rus'sian Fa.ith Md:ssion, 
Canada (Plastor WiUiam Fetler, Founder and General 

. Director), the sum .of dollars, to, be used for 
the purpose's of the s·aid Society, and to be paid by my 
Executors to the· Treasurer o,f the Mission, whose· Receipt 
!lhall be sufficient discharge· foor the same." 

The Gospel Witness has already referred to the sad 
state of affairs in the Russian Missionary Society, 
brought about by the mal-administration o.f its General 
Director, Pastor William Fetler. But we here r·emind 
our readers that 'the above notice contains a gross mis­
representation of fact. 'Pastor Fetler's idea .of TrI1S­
tee Boards 'or Councils or Committees, for many years 

. has been that they wer·e useful in order to credential 
his enterprises; but he has almost in~ariably refl1sed 
to be guided by the~r counsel. He wanted to use 
their names; but whenever his ~travagances or foolish 
policies were called in questi.on, he "dismissed" them,' 
or took up such an attitude tow~ard them that, rather 
'tha'n be"bothered with.the trouble involved in r.eorgani­
zation; they resigned. It would 'not 'be 'an exaggeration 
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to say that in the United St,ates and Gr·eat Britain ance., and with great sorrow, because of our profound 
there is plenty of wreckage of Pastor Fetler's "boards", disappointment in Mr. Fetler. It is 'Our earnest ,hope 
or Councils, or whatever they were call~d. . that the authorities of the Russian Missionary Society 

In the presep.t Trustees of the Russian Missionary will be able to .redeem the good name of the Society 
Society, Pastor Fetler found a company of men who by prosecuting the work with greater vigour .than 
refused ,either to r,esign or t'O be "dismissed", becanse ever; and, by conducting its affairs under the white 
their own honour was bound up with the cause they light of day, commend it to the confidence of God's 
had espoused; and they felt it an obligation to keep stewards. 
faith with those who had contributed in good faith ' 
to the Russian Missionary Society, and also to take. 

_ such steps as to prevent their being further victimized 
by Pastor Fetler's extravagances .. 

There is a valuable property in Chicago, held by the 
Trustees of tne Russian Missionary SoCiety. If Pas­
tor Fetler has any moral or legal right to "dismiss" 
any of his Trust.ees like a Russian Czar, why does he 
not come and dispossess the .Trustees of the property 
held in Chicago? Pastor Fetler knows that he has not 
a leg to stand on -legally, and is utterly impotent in 
the premis'es. . . 

Why should Pastor William Fetler now call him­
self "Founder and General Dinector." of "The Russian 
Faith M:ission", wh~n but a -short time ago he was 
"Founder ,and General Director" of "The Russian 
Missionary Society"? Why should it be necessary to 
change the name of the .organization? 

In this same copy of The Friend of Missions, in at 
lea.st three different places, the Treasurer for the Al11eri~ 
can and Canadian section is named as Mrs.·M. Billester, 
476 Lauder Ave., Toronto, Canada. \Ve called attention 
once before in The Gospel Witness to the fact that to our 
certain knowledge Rev. Michael BiUester was one of 
Pa,stor Fetler's sharpest critics, and beyond all ques­
tion was himself a witness to his wild extravagances. 
Following this, we received a letter from Mrs. Bil-

.lester calling this in question. We repeat what we 
then said: we heard from Mr. Billester's 'Own lips".on 
more than one occasion his opinion ·of Pastor Fetler's 

. trustworthiness respecting money matterS. . 
We believe a great work 'has .. been done by the Rus­

sian Missionary Society. We believe that its sphere 
of operations is ·one. of the most needy in the ·world. 

The American Trustees <;f the Russian Missionarv 
Society, with Headquarters at 1844 West M'Onroe 
Street, Chicago, have been taking ev,ery precaution to 
make their reply to Past.or Fetler's pamphlet t'h~r­
ough, comprehensive, and final. This, we take it, has 
been the reason for the delay in its issuance. Further-' 
more, we tohink it was most wise for them to 'have 
withheld the .issue of their reply until the autumn, be­
cause, in the summer months, such printed matter is 
liable to be laid aside unread. The reply of the Trus­
te~s of the Russian Missionary Society, we are assured, 
WIll now soon appear. \Ve suggest ther·efore to any 
who read this that they should not leave a dollar to 
be administered by Pastor William Fetler until they 
have read the reply of his Trust.ees. 

What.ever may be. said of Pastor Feder's original 
evangelIcal fervour and of his power as a promoter, 
the Editor ·of this paper has been compelled, by Pas­
tor Fetler's own financial record, 'absolut'ely to with­
draw. all confidence ·from him as an administrator· of 
mission .funds. This note is published without the 
knowledge of anyone connected with the Russian Mis­
sionary Socie~y. W,e have written this with reluct-

PRAYER,. 
By Dr. Joseph Parker. 

Behold us, Father in heaven, at the Cross of Thy Son 
our Saviour. We have' no other altar; we have no . 
other Priest. Jesus is our M·ediator, 'Jur Advo~ate, 
and Paraclete. He is mighty to save; He will carry our 
prayer to Thine ear, and behold He shall send down 
upon us answers of peace. Vve will sing of goodness·;' 
for ·the Lord's hand hath been strClt·ched out tl)ward us 
in great gifts of love. Our song shall be of judgment 
and mercy. We have heard the rebukes of the Most 
High: who can stand before Thy cold? Who can 
answer Thy morsels of ice? Yet will we sing of mercy, 
br the rain hath been as the tears .of pity upon 'Our 
way, and all the day long we have heard, even in the 
sighing of the wind, tones of entreating love. W·e will 
look up, therefore, and be glad, Thou wilt not rebuke 
us to our destruction; the .chastening 'of the Lord is 
f.or our good, the corJ"lection of His rod is for our' 
strengthening. May we accept life as -becometh child­
ren who trust in the living God; may it ,be to us n.o 
chance, but a providence, a' revelation 'Of the Most 
High. Build Thou the temple 'or' our life, and it shall 
be strong and shapely and full of music; may we lay 
no stone upon it but at th.e Lord's own hidding. Thus 
shall our life be a house of God, our whole history 
shaH be a record of His love. We know how great 
Thou art and terrible in righteousness and in judgment, 
but we still more truly know how tender Thou art, how 
redeeming and elevating and protecting is' all the grace 
of Christ. Thou has brought us to this day with 
songs in our m'outh ; when we thought the harvest wa's 
failing, Thou didst find for us unexpected sheaves; we 
went out wi,th tears, we came .back with songs, the 
Lord hath ll)ved us, therefore we will love the Lord. 
We l'Ove Him because He first loved us. \Ve thank Thee 
for all Thy care, Thy patience, Thy tender tears; may.we 
not be lost, may we endure unto the end and be 
amongst those who are saved. How far away the 
end is, Thou only knowest; how near it is, Thou alone 
canst tell !'J There. is but a step between the strongest 
anq. death; the Lord cometh at an unexpected time;­
tpe Lord will suddenly come to His temple: may we 
all be ready, with 'burning lamps, and p.lentifulness of 
oil; may we he re'ady to welcome ·the Bridgegr00fu 
when the cry of His coming is heard. Deliver us from 
all fearfulp.ess of soul. Thou knowest how easily we 
are depressed and beclouded and hindered; Thou know­
est the number I)f our spiritual enemies, the strength 
of all the forces embattled against us; Thou knowest 
our weakness and our proneness to look unto the dust. 
Give us to feel that we are made in Thine image and 
likeness, that though the body is of the dus't, the soul 
was enkindled at the Eternal Flame; and may we by 
the power of the grace of Christ live our best life, real-
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ize our noblest selfhood, and come before God and man 
as worshippers of the one and servants of the other. 
We bless Thee for our home life: how thick are the 
walls which Thou dost build arot~nd us, how 'Sure is the 
roof with which Thou dost Cover in the ark where Thy 
loved ones rest! We bless Thee for all our business 
activity and energy and enterprise ; we thank Thee 
t~at .we can :take an interest in these things and y.et 
hv~e m ~eaven; we come down from the higher citizen'- . 
ship to the lower, and return ·to the skies as those who 
long to be there for ever. Prosper Thy servants in 
basket and in store; give them an abundance of bread' 
a~d as for their fields may '1:hey bring forth richly. B~ 
With all for whom we ought to pray; specially with 
those who cannot pray for themselves, who have 
struck away from themselves the last foothold on 

. which they could stand: Thou knowest where they are; 
Thou canst prevent their eternal' sinking. 0, thou 
H.~ler of men, be Thou our Physician to-day! Be 
With all who are contemplating great business 
~cheme~,. all who. are about to undertake important 
Joumeymgs and voyages; be with them in their out­
going and in their incoming; yea, hasten their home­
coming, and bri~g them back with great joy. Be with 
?ur loved ones m .the Colonies, and in America, and 
m all the dependencies of the British crown, wherever 
they ~re in the world: and if they be prodigal in soul, 
be With th~m all. the more, let their very sin endear 
th~m to their SaVIOur, that He may by His mightiest 
nllracle redeem and reclaim them all. Be with all men 

"who are in dist~ess of soul, wondering about pain and 
loss, apprehensive a:bout to-morrow full of solicitude' 
regarding incalculaJble events. Tho~ knowest all the 
wonderful workings of anxiety in the human soul' 
sanctify them, subdue them, turn them to the advan~ 
tage of the spirit; and thus make the wra·th of man 
to. praise Thee, a.nd out of the clouds bring showers of 
ram. The ~ord. comfort us, for our souls are weary; 
the Lord Will brmg back the sun into the heavens that 
H~ may pour d.own His vernalligh~ and give pledges of 
HIS summer glory. Thus shall our hearts revive and 
we shall f?rget the night. Lord. hear us at the C~oss; 
wash us m the all-cleansing blood' save us with a 
mighty salvation, Amen. ' 

FAREWELL MEETING TO OUTGOING MISSIONARIES. 
o.n Thur~day: eveniil?-'g, September 11th, ,theqoe WiiIl be a 

~ea-t meetIng m JarVlls Street Chu.rch under the joint aus­
pIces of the Execwllive of the Union 0If RegTUlar Baptist 
~urches ·and J am3 Street Church, fior the pu$se of bid­
d'lalg fareweliI and Godspe;ed to Rev. Edward and Mrs. Harnoox 
who leave a few days later for Liiberia, where they ;will join 
Rev. Horace' and Mrs. DaV'eY; and Mr. Samuel Jeffery a 

. graduate of Tor-onto Baptist .~eminary, who will leave ~p_. 
te~ber 15t'h, fo,: '!'Ork In Ohina iUndeT the 8lUspices of the 
Chma Inland MissIon. We eXJtend a very hearty inV'itation 
to all our readers who are Wiithin reach of Toronto to come 
al!d .help us to. make this ()ne -of the greates·t of aill our 
mISSIonary meetings. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hancox .did a splendid work in Owen Sound 
and during their tour of rflhe churches' have endeared them~ 
selves to aJl 0IIl1" people. We feel sure that these two conse­
crated people Wlill be greatly used of God in Liberia. 

Mr. Samuel Jeffery is one of .our Jams Street boys. We 
remember When hIs older brother, Mr. Bernard Jeffery, n()IW 
himself a student of Toran·t1) Baptist Semin·ary and Super­
intendent 1)f the Junior De'partmelllt of the Jams· Street 
Sunday SchO'ol, first attended the church. He came to us at 

the close of the service and said he had a brother who was 
not c1>nverted', and ,that he had a feeling if he could get him 
to come to JarV'is Street; he might be S'8.ved (The family 
were than in attendarnce up'on a chureh of another denomina­
'bion); so, like Andrew, who fi:rst found his own b'l"O'threr 
Simon, Bernard brought Samuel. And -the second or thdrd 
Sunday "Sam" 'WIaS converted'. The two boys, with t1redr 
sister Mary, were soon after baptized', and with their mother, 
who was a Baptist, UIIlited wIth Jams Street Ohu:rch. Some 
mme later Bernard's older brother-and hds wife lWere 'con­
verted and baptized. 

Here - is a Hst of Jarvis Street missiJonary members:­
In Africa: Rev. Bruce Brillinger, Rev. and .Mrs. G. P. Near, 
Rev. Geo. Reeve, Mrs. H. E. ,Stobbe. In China: Miss Marie 
Barham, Rev. and Mr.s. John Bell, Rev a.nd Mrs .. George Bell, 
Mijss Florence L. Collins, Miss Grace Emblem, Mrs. ·George 
Henders1)n, Miss Ailice Lay, Mrs .. W. H. NOlWack, Rev. a.nd 
Mrs. F. Olsen, Mrs. E. A. Sadler, Rev. and Mrs. Roy A. Sea­
man, Mrs. E. A. ·Sad-ler, Mrs. J. E. Thom.pson, and Mrs. W. G. 
Wmdsor. In Jamaica: Rev. O. J{)hnston, Rev. and Mrs. G. 
Wi:lfI'ed Smith. In South America: Rev. Edward Haugh . 

:Mr. Samuel' Jeffery, therefore Woill make the .nineteenth 
JarV'is Street member in Ohiina, and the twenty-eIghth For-
eign Missionary member.. . 

In addition to these, the follOWIng have been m membe!­
ship ;in JaMS Street Church, o~ ~avre gone fort? from Jal"Vlls 
.Street: Revs. John Byers, 01'll.1ha; A. S. WhltcoIl!-be, B.A., 
Barrie; H. S. Buchner, B.A., Trenton; RO'bert Guthl"le, Court­
lan'd' William Fraser, Windsor; Donald Fraser, OttaJwa; 
Jam~s McGinlay, Lond1)n; WdIl:frid Oharlto~, Chatham; .. ~hos: 
Summers, B.A., H:espeler; Leander Robhn, Fort WI'l.ham, 
·A. E. DaIHm'ore, B.A., Qannmgton: . 

Many besides these have be·en baptized and have come IllltO 
1;,he ·membership 'of Jams Street, who have gone to ·the 
West and some to mission field's', whom we sh-ould fear to 
atte~pt to name lest some s'hould be overlooked. 
. With the exception of Miss .Mary Waterman and Rev. Bnd 
Mrs. F. Olsen, every one of those named a~'ove came under 
the influence of JarV'is Street Ohurch dUrIng ~he l~st ten 
years. For the missionary interest these· splendld WItnesses 
for Christ represent, we hillllIl'bly thank God. 

THE WEEK END IN JARVIS STREET. 
Sunday was an extremely warm and rather uncomfortable 

day. and the day before a holiday. But how t~ankf!ll we· 
ought to be that the Lord i~ not affected by J.l~bhc holIdays! 
Sunday was a day of blessmg. In the mornmg the a~tend­
ance at School Wtas 1,071. We were happy to have WIth us 
at the morning service Rev. R. J .. Schell, P~sto.r ?f the Second 

. Baptist Church, Chicago, wh:o kindly aSSIsted m the morn­
ing service by leading in prayer. 

Anwng many ,other ministers we were happy also to hIWe 
in the morning congregation Dr. A. J. J'Ohnston, Pastor of 
Temple Baptist Church, Detroit, a:nd ~rs. Johns~n. Dr. 
Johnston kindly consented to have part m the eyenmg ser- -
vice and led in the evening lesson and the evenIng prayer. 
Wh~.t is in a voice that indicates personality? Dr. Johnston 
read part of the fou·rteenth chapter of Jo~n, at our request, 
and he had not uttered three words' until he had grI'P'Ped 
everyone in the great c1)ngregation )Vhich practical!y filled 
the auditorium. In the preyer we felt ourselves led mto the 
heavenUes, and' many who ·had been a~le to say, A~en, to 
Dr. Johnston's g:i.ving of thanks, tes.m,fied to bles·sIng re­
ceived as he led us' in our evening w-orship. Several respond­
t'd to the inyitation both at the mor~ing and the evening 
services . 

Dr. J'ohnston als1) c1>nsented to relieve the ~B!tor at the 
great open-air service, and he deIiY'6r·ed a m-ost effective mes­
sage by relating the experience of his own conversi'on. What 
a blessing' it is when a pl"eacher, after years' of experienee, 
still d~lights to tell how the wrrd saved him! Tha.t was char­
acteristic of the great .spurgeon. Again and again through­
out hds sermQns we find him telling Wlith the same wonder 
and amazement the story 'Of how Divine Grace saved him. 
When a preacher finds no joy in tellimg 'Of his own conV'ersd'on 
there must be something sadly wrong with his own spiritual 
life. That was the master argument of the Apostle Paul. 
When in a difficult situation, in jU3tication of his faith, and 
in defens'e of the gospel he preached, he loved 1;Q tell ho.w 
Christ had met him on the Dam·ascus road. 

(Continued on' page 14.) 
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THE NO~LEST THEME FOR THOUGHT. 
By Dr. T. I. Stockley, Dean of Toronto Baptist 

Seminary. 

So far as we. know, Paul's second letter ,to Timothy 
was the Apostle's last epistle bef.l)re he laid his head 
upon the block and suffered death bene'ath th~ head-. 
man's axe. Paul earnestly longed to see Timothy, 
and John Mark too; once more before his death. 
If these two younger men did reach Rome in t.ime to 
see that noblest- of men then on earth, w.e can picture 
the aged a~d worn veteran in chains welcoming them 
with deep affection, then pleading with them, praying 
with them, weeping over them, and as with his latest 
breath entreating them to be true to.their Lord, and 
unflinching in their grasp of the great facts and veri­
ties of the gospel I)f Christ. 

But Paul was not sure that he would live to see his 
dearly beloved Timothy agai!n, and so he addressed 
him in this letter and sent him these loving and im­
perative messages. The apostle urged his sQn i'n the 
faith to be strong in the grace of his Lord; to endure 
hardness as a gl)od soldier of Jesus Christ; to take 
particular care' that the gospel of Christ should be 
handed on faithfully' to the new generation -of living 
preachers; to address himself to the lif.e and labour 
in which suffering was inevitable, and to do it with 
a single mind; and to remember ,that, whatever be­
came. of Paul, Jesus· Chr,ist lives. Thus Paul says, 
"Remember that jesus Christ of the seed of David 
was raised frl)m the dead according to my gospel." 
This word of, exhortation supplies us with a. suitable 
motto for ourselves, and it has the advantage of being 
both brief and comprehensive. "Remember Jesus Christ." 
What lovelier Object could we' set before us? What 
more inspiring. exercise than to "remember" Him? 

In our meditation on these words we will consider 
first of all, 

The Theme for Thought. 

In ·the .revised . version it is a fad, a mighty event 
in our Lord's history that we are bidden to remember: 
"Remember that Jesus Christ was raised from the 
dead." This is a fact I)f enormous importance, and ~s 
most inspiring":"-a fact whose value we cannot prize 
too highly. But the revised versiion translates the 
word of the apostle differently, thus, "Remember Jesus 
Christ ... raised from. the dead." This rendering 
brings into prominence not merely the fact of the 
resurrection of Christ, but the person of the Risen One 
Himself .. This greatly increases the delight of the 
exercise-we are bidden to remember Him, the living 
Lord Himsel f. 

There are many things, and many persons perhaps, 
whem we do well to forget; but the inspired command 
concerning the Risen Sav,iour is, Remember Him! 
There is gathe'red up j'n Him'all tbat is saving, lovely; 
enriching, inspiring, and comforting. Can we do other 
than remember Him? 

We should. rememher the' mighty works of Christ, 
but never apart- from the Almighty Worker. We 
should remember the li,fe-giving words of· Jesus, but 
while we are listening to them we should be ever gaz- . 

ing into the divine Speaker's face. We . .lose more 
than half the bea~ty and blessedness 'of the gospel 
story if we think of i;t apart from the P,erson of the 
Lord Himself. The profound doctrine of the Atone­
ment is seen in its glory only when we remember ~hat· 
(~Hc .is the propitiation". And the great truths of JUS­

tification and sanctification are shorn, of their glory 
when considered apart 'from the Person of Hiin Wp.o 
is "made unto us righteousness and sanctification". 
But what unspeakable splendours cl)ver these great 
doctrines when we remembe'r that the blessings they 
represent are in Christ the Lord! To separate aught 
from Him is to strip it of i,ts vitality, its fragran~e, 
and its bloom. . 

Remember Jesus Christ. He is the chief among ten 
thousand, the altogether lovely One; the embodiment 
of all the splendours of the Godhead, and all the beau­
ties of human~ty. Christ Himself must· ever be the 
eternal Sun of our ,thought, and He must illumine all. 

I t is instructive to observe, 
. . What We Are to Remember About Him. 

Paul savs that we should remember Jesus-that is 
the opersl)n'al name, the name of human tenderness, and 
yet the name that tells us He is Saviour. No attain­
ments of the spiritual life can ever place us beyond 
the need of Jesus the Saviour., V.,T e must ever remem­
ber that it is He Who saves, that it is in Him' we take 
refuge and find salvation, that to the· very end we 
shall need One Who does for us wh3.lt we can never' 
do for ourselves. Remember Jesus! 
"Remen~ber Jesus Christ", the anointed and sent One 

in ,",,"hom all prophecy finds its fulfilment, all type and 
symbol their reality, and alI hope its centre and reaHza­
tion. Remember .Christ· the Anointed Prophet, Re­
vealer of God, and His very mind and heart. The 
Anointed Priest Who stands between us and God, 
\i\Tho makes sufficient atonement .for our sin, and goes 
into the Hl)liest with the merit of His own blood, 
having rent the vei,l of separation and opened the way 
into the Holiest of alI. The Anointed R:ing, exalted 
far above alI principality and power and' lpight and 
every name that is named. "Rememb~r Jesus Christ." 

"Of the .seed of David", says the apostle. A' devout 
writer remarks·: "'The aged apostle has entered the 
shadow of death. He f'eels with one hand for the rock 
of history, and with the other the pulse of Eternal 
Love. Here was the Rock: the Lord of life was the 
Child of History, Son and Heir of an hi'storic King; 
and, as such, the Child bf prophecy too. Here we. 
have an historic Personage'to remember. Not a trans­
cendental somewhat, but the last link of a pedigree­
a legitimate Heir to a glorious throne. Remember 
Jesus Christ as such. 

Also remember Him "risen from the dead"-that 
He rose and remains ever more the Risen One. We 
can'n'ot allow ourselves to forget His dea'th.' "So 
awfully literal, so unfathomably wonderful, so infiri­
~tely necessary; that though it looked like utter .de­
struction, j.t was all the while the way .. to an eternal 
success in the redemption of sinners and the glory 
of God." But let us remember with joy 'unspeakable 

. that He is dead no longer, but the risen, hj,ving Jesus. 
This fact cannot be called in question, for, says one 
of the most cautious wri,ters of our time, "There is far 
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more evidence for it than for the invasion of Britain 
by Caesar, or for the battle of Hastings." 

Remember, then, that Jesus is risen, ~ha:t He is the 
triumphant Victor over Whom death has no more 
dominion, and time no power. What He was He is­
the same Jesus is the' "power of an endless life", and 
possessed with "all authority in heaven and on earth." 
When Alexander the Great had overthrown Daraias, 
King of Persia, he took among the spoils a most' rich 
and beautiful cabinet. A discussion arose on the ques­
tion as to what use the cahinet should be put, and fin­
ally the conqueror decided that the costly d:binet 
should become the treasury in which he would place 
the books of Homer, in which he found his greatest 
delight. A sanctified memory is a rich cabinet in w.hich 
the holy name of Jesus Christ should ever be en­
sh1"ined. Never let it be thought, however, that He 
is only a memory, for He is the risen; victorious One, 
and He says', "Lo, I am with yo,u all the days." Thus 
we are to remember Him as at our side, a laving Pres­
ence near us, with us, all the days. Therdore, above 
all, more' than all, in the midst of all let us remember 
Jesus. (To be Continued.), 

ON HARSH JUD-GMENTS. 
From a French Author. 

If they, who ar'e always eager to judge harshly of 
others, could see the fearful and heavy indictment 
which they are preparing against themselves before 
God, they might, perhaps, be led to confine their judg­
ments to' their own conduct, and to 'leave alone the 
lives and conduct of others. For, in the first place, 
in c'ondemning others, they pronounce sentence of 
condemnation upon themselves; and tha,t, a sentence 
without appeal, and which, unless they truly repent 
before they die, will most surely the carried into effect. 
For if they criticise harshly the good actions of 
others, as though they required in them a more per­
fect fulfilment of their du.ty, by the same rule, be it 
known to them, and mo'st justly, will God require that 
more perfect' fulfilment of His will from them;- nor 
will He hoM them to be good stewards of their own 
gifts, who have been harsh and unjust in their judg­
ment 6f others. Or, i'f in passing judgment against 
the open· sin of their neigh/bour, they have forgotten 
the restmints of pity and kindn..ess, let them not hope 
for any hetter treasure in their hour of need; for Holy 
Scripture plainly tells us, that "he shall have judg­
ment without mercy, who hath showed no mercy," 
John ii. 13 But when the jUdgment goes to condemn 
a good action; and. men rush with eager haste to speak 
evil of another, God will seek no other witness against 
them than their own judgment, which clearly shows 
that they judge of others by themselves. Thus, Paul 
says, "Who art thou that judgest another man's ser­
vant?" and, again, "therefore thou art inexcusable, 0 
man, whosoever thou art that judgest; for wherein 
thou judgest. another, thou condemnest thyself; for 
thou that judgest doest the same things." Romans 
xiv. 4; ii. 1. He does not mean that he who judges 
,another's fault, himself commits the same fault; for. it 
is often not so; but that he who is always ready with 
a cenllorious judgment is, in his heart, prone to the 
fault whkh he condemns in another. As for example, 

a man with an impatient temper, who s.ees ano~her 
suffer quietly, wiH not believe that he is r~ally patIent, 
and, judging from his own heart, sets It down for 
dissimulation. Worldly and irreligious persons. can 
see nothing but hypocrisy in those who are ea~nest 
and constant in their pray,ers and religious exercises; 
and the good wor,ks which they see. others d.o, t~ey 
deny to spring from any holy i~tentlOn, but, Judgmg 
from their own case, they attnbute them to selfish 
and worldly motives; not to any pure desire to pl,eas.e 
God but to a wish to stand well with men. Expen­
enc~ gives us ab~ndant proof of this. For instanc~, 
two men are witnesses of tile same good work, be It 
a religious exercise, or prayer, or fasting, or a chari­
table deed, and one, who striving for edification, grieves 
for himself that he has not done as much, and beats 
his bosom and bewails himself, at the same time giv­
ing glory 'to God for the grace· and virtue displayed 
in his servant. The other, who sees the same work, 
finds in it nothing but evil. And this is fr.IJm no other 
cause than 'because men. form their judgments, not 
by reason but under the influence of their own pas­
sions and 'affections, and the wor~e they are, so much 
the worse are their judgments. 

So, again, one man, seeing the sinful life o~ his. neigh­
bour, grieves for him, and tries to h\de hiS sm,. ~nd 
to turn him from it; another thinks only of exposmg 
it, and punishing him, and bringing him to shame; 
thus the very same thing which moves th~ f~rmer. to 
compassion and pity, urges the latter to mdlgnatlOn 
and cruelty. Hence is is true that he ~ho pass~s a 
hard judgment on another, condemns himself; for as 
the root 'J'f evil in his own heart, such is the judgment 
which he passes on another. And although it is never 
lawful to pass a favourable judgment on an evident 
sin (f.or that would be to contradict God's Law). 
nevertheless, by the moderation of our judgment, as 
well as by the effect whi'ch the sight of another's sin 
has' upon our heart, may ,be known the good or bad 
condition of the heart . 

They who feel within themselves an inclination to 
this vice of always seeing the worst in what others do, 
will do well to bear in mind that, in God's sight, they 
themselves are worse than all other sinners, and that 
they owe it to' His grace alone, that they have not 
already' .plunged into' every sin that human wicked­
ness can contrive. Let them try earnestly to bridle 
their tongue, that, at least, their sin may be known 
only to God and themselves. Having done this, when­
ever suoh wicked judgments of others spring up in 
their hearts, let them drive them from them, and con­
fess their misery and sin Ibefore God, and bewail that 
root of evil within them, which His eye -seeth, and 
which is the source of all. Let them further exert 
themselves in trying to find out reasons for defending 
the conduc-t of their neighbours; and where that is 
not possible, let them -confess themselves before God 
as ·far more culpable and wicked, as in fact he is, who 
is hard and cru·el towards his fellows. And let them 
also consider that if the man they judge could see his 
own sin, as they 'see it who judge him, he would trem­
ble and repent; therefore his sin is less by l'eason of 
his blindness, whHs,t theirs is made greater by reason 
of their maliciousness. _ -

(Continued on page 14.) 
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~bt 3/arbis ~trttt ~ulpit 
WHITHER DOES THE SOUL GO AT DEATH? 

A Sermon by, the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

" 
Preached In j'arvis Street BBlptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evenm'g, August 31, 1930. 

Broadcast froID' StatIon CKGW, 690 k.c., 434-8 metres. 
(Stenographically ·Reported.) 

"Let not you:r heart be tr,oubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me: 
"I'll my Father's house 'are many' mansioons: if it were not so, I would have ',told you. I. go to pre-

pare a plac~ for you. . 
"And if I go 'BInd- prepare a place for you, 1 win come .again, and receive you unto myself; that 

where I am, there ye may be ·also. 
"And whithea: I go ye know, ,8Illd the way ye know. 
"Thomas' sadth unto him, Lord, 'We know not whi·thea: thou gooest; and how ,cm we know the way? 
"Jesus saith unto him, I ann the way, the tru.th, 'and the life: no ID'Blll: cometh unto th'e Father, but. 

by ,me."----J.ohn 14:1-6. . 

It is now, apparently, quite generally supposed that 
people in possession of health and strength, Wti;th the 
right use of their reason, are not par·ticularly interested 
·in the future life; and it is assumed that if the 
preache'r would command popular . attention he must 
engage in the dis'cU'ssion of matters of more immediate 
concern. Yet I venture to think that the assumption 
is a false one; and that, after all, the're is nothing in 
Which men are more profoundly ~nterested than.,in 
such a subject· as the question I have asked for this 
evening service suggests, Whither does the souI go 
at death? 

How many people there are who are busy going tt) 
and fro in the earth seeking plea-sure, travelling from 
one place to .another! When I am motoring west I 
meet crowds going east, and when I go ·east I observe 
a great 'company gt)ing west, and sometimes I ask 
myse1.f, Why could we not exchange interest's and 
each stay at our respect,ive end of the line and avoid 
the passage to and fro? I know there are many who 
thus travel that they may buy and sell and ·get gain, 
but ,multitudes are travelling merely for the ·pleasure 
of travelling, because they would see new places, they 
would, study new conditions6f life, they would, meet 
with new people. They are interested lin things that 
are beyond the reach of, their present knowledge, they 
hunger for change. _ 

Perhaps there is nothing that more interests people 
than the story of the une~plored par~s of the earth, 
and the speculations .t)f those who seek to estimate 
that which no eyes have yet seen. Weare 'able to 
understand, -in part at least, with what· interest 
Columbus ana others of his day, and those who lived 
before him, followed the lure of their dreams' when 
they thought of a new world and of the pt)s'sibilities 
which lay beyond the sea. 

But what are all these excursions and ·explorations 
compared with the great adventure from which no 
one ·of us may ·ever successfully plead .exemption? ,h,' e 
are here to-day, ;but a wise ohserve'r very l'Jng ago 
'remarked, "The living know that they must die." 
Nothing is surer than that we shall not always abide 
in the place which now we call our home. Whither 
shall we go when, by and by, we cut loose from the 
shores of time? -

A 'man spends years qf study in order that he may 
equip himself usefully tt) employ what years rema.ln. 
He 'goes into some form ·of busines's, he selects an 
occupation which will yield him sufficient remuher­
ation to prov~de a livelihood. He marries, the family 
grows up about him, and he finds in the affections 
of home at lea'st a temporary paradise. He prospers 
in business,' he erects great buildings, he amasses a 

,great fortune, he makes for. himself a great name, 'and 
is happy in his achievements. It would be folly to 
say that men do not find some temporary satisfaction 
in concerning themselves with the affairs of ,this life. 
But sooner or later the shadow faUs across his thres­
hold, for it is ever true,-'-

"There is no flock however watched and tended 
But one dead .lamb is' there! . 

There is no fireside how so e'er defended 
But has one vacant chair." 

And the one vacant ch31ir sometimes makes an al- . 
most empty wt)rld, and the man suddenly discovers 
that he 'is divorced from his business and from all his 
material and temporal interests, and he' begins to ask, 
What Li.es beyond the shadow whither the spirit of 
the d~parted has 'gone? Nothing is of greater im­
portance certainly, and I believe nothing is 'of :gr.eater 
interest in .the last analys,j.s -of th'ings, than this grea't 
questit)n of what' lies beyond the boundaries of time. 

Where shall we nnd an answer? We live in. an 
age, I know, when we are accustomed to hear men 
boast of their a'chievements. I think when this day 
is historically viewed, ·and when its spirit is recorded 
by the h~s-torian of the future. if, indeed, the' Lord 
should tarry, i,t will never be remarked that this age 
was particularly distinguished for its modesty. Most 
people, it seems to me, suffer frt)m what the psy-. 
chologists call a "sup,eriority complex". One might 
suppose -that aU wisdom belongs to the men .of our 
generation! . 

But what answer 'shall we find to such a question 
as that which ,engages -our thought this eveningi 
There was One in. the ancient times Who became 
locally' f.amous. They s31id He was 'a great Teacher,. 
and those who had heard His words of wisdom de­
clared that "never man spake like this man". Miracl~s, 
it was alleged, were wrought by His wqrd of power. 

\ 

/ 

S. 



10 (238) THE GOSPEL WITNESS September 4, 1930 

It was said that ·even the winds and the waves were 
obedient to His command, that disease was wont to 
depart at" His coming, and that before His almighty 
power even death itself spread its bl~ck winds and 
flew away. There-was a rumour that there was some­
thing mysterious about His ,birth, that suggested He. 
was more than human. He gathered aQout Him a 
great company of dis-ciples. The number varied': 
sometimes there were multitudes, sometimes 'but a 
few. Af.ter some time He .began to speak to them 
strangely about taking a journey, about going away 
from them some,';here. He was not an old man, but 
quite young, and still there was an other-wo~ldlilless 
about Him whkh distinguished and differentiated 
Him from all His fellows. 

Little by little, with increasing dearness, He told 
His dis-cipl.es that sometime He w,as ,going away: "A 
Little while, and ye shall not see ,me: and again a little 
while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father." 
They turned to ·each other and said, "What is this 
that he saith unto us; A little while, and ye shall not 
see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me: 
and, Hecaus,e I go to the Father?" But at last He' 
spoke to them quite distinctly of the future. He told 
them not to be troubled, that in the land whence He 
came, and whither H,e was returning, there were many 
mansions; ·and He sa..i·d they were in His Father',s 
house, and that He was gqing there ·to prepare a place 
for them, that some day He wou,ld come back and 
receive them. unto Himself. . 

Then He sand a strange thing, "And whither I go ye 
know, and the way ye know." One of them said, "We 
know not wh'itlher thou goest; and how can we know the 
the -way?" We can, join with that disciple there, for we 
too have come into the place of the shadow; we <too have 
heard those whom we lov,e say strange things to·us. They 
have ta'lked of leaving us, and by and by they have left. 
We have touched <the cold form, and we have ·said in­
stinctively, "We do not know why or how, but they are 
notlhere. He or she is gone. That is but the tent, the 
tabernacle, but whither are they gone?"-"We know not 
whither ,thou goe~t; and how can we know the way?" 

If my ,voke' could reach half a million men this even,.. 
ing, and if everyone of them were 'a doctor of philosoplhy 
in science, in aU the sciences, lif ,every one of them 
represented an almost unlimited erudition, I would ven­
ture to issue ,to them this ,chaUenge, "If I must stand be­
side the bed of the dying to-morrow, and I am asked by 
one who is conscious that ere long his soul-ship will loose 
her moorings, and put out to sea, if he enquires, 'Into 
what port shall my soul sail out of the storm? In what 
hav'en at last shall I dr.op anchor?'-:-can ye tell me, y~ 
masters of science, whither th3,t soul goeth, that"he may 
know the way?" The v,oice 'of Thomas was the voice of 
universal human experience. That is what evervhody 
must say, "We know not whither thou goest; and how 
can we know the way?" 

What wisdom has science to c0mtnunicate to us on a 
subject like this? I know she has made a patat,through 
the sea; she has opened a w~y into a new world; tracks 
which have been travelled s'ince \by countless millions. 
Now she is bu'sy imp.roving the methods of transportation. 
If'was rather thrilling, was ~t not, 'when we were wakened 
from our morning sleep between four and five in the 

morning by <the roar of the engines of the R-lOO as she 
sailed over our houses? In a few hours she accomplished 
that which took Columbus weeks to cover. But after all, 
these achievements allibeiong to the material realm. That 
does not answer the great question which everyone of us 
must ask, and which everyone of u~ requires to h~ve 
answered. 

I know men have ela'borated theories of the life beyond. 
They have taken the findings of science and have 
formulated their philosophies, they have speCUlated about 
life 'beyond the grave; and in due time they have set sail 
to put their theories ,to the -proof. Andree, years ago, 
wi,thin the.memory of some of us, sailed away with his 
two companions from Spitzbergen in his balloon, the first 
m'an to attempt a passage to ·the north pole by air- 'but 
he never came back again. Recently men found his well­
preserved ,body in Ithe arctic wastes after thirty-three 
years, and that of one of his c0'mpanions, together with 
his diary; and they h0'pe to find the 'bc>dy of the other 
buried somewhere beneath the accumulated ice of the 
years. But. he came not 'baok with a voice 0'f author~ty 
to direct others. Now we know that he never reached -
the pole. . 

Of those who -h~ve left this life for ~other, no one 
has ever C0'me back. You will n0't tell me that the mut­
terings of a witch can avail, will you? You will not'tell 
me that I must be shut up for knowledge of an0'ther life 
to such signs as ,may be interpreted from the rapping of 
tables, and other such wizardry? The fact is, we know 
,nothing 3.ot all about the future. After all the experiences 
of men, allbeit the world's librarues are crammed to the 
roofs with volumes recording their discoveries and their 
dreams"7"i'f all that has ever been known 'and all that has 
ever been written, in all languages and all literature, were 
placed under tribute, you would find there was not a 
book nor a voice on earth anywhere that could speak with 
authority of the future l~fe. The wisest could only say, 
"We'know not whither thou goest; and how can we know 
the way?" ' 

Is there then no voice to answer the enquiry o~, our 
aching hearts?' Oh yes! There is one, and there is no 
other. He declares, "I am the way, the truth, and the 
life; no man cometh ,unto the Father, Ibut by me." Of 
all the names in human history there -is but One that is 
a repository of a knowledge 0'f both 'Worlds, of tilpe and 
eternity. "No man hath ascended' up to heaven, hut he 
that came down from heaven, even the Son of man 
which is in heaven." Jesus Christ is the only Guide, 
dear friends; His is absolutely the only voice that can 
break the universal silence. We must hear from Him; 
or, otherwise, if someone is called to stand by ,the open 
grave to-morrow, apart from Jesus Christ and the reve­
lation of the future which we have in Him, that mourner 
can know no more ,than did Mother Eve when she stood 
beside the first human grave. Respecting a knowledo-e 
of what lies beyond the grave, by hs own discoveries. the 
human race has learned absolutely nothing in all the 
millenniums of its history. ' 

But here in this blessed Book we have a record which 
God has given t0' us-of His Son. And always remem'ber' 
that that record is found not in the NewTestament 0'nly, 
but in the Old. The record "which God has given to 
us of His' Son" is the entire Bihle; for Jesus is in 
Genesis just as dearly as in the gospels. Y0'U cannot 
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part with any part of the Bible without parting company 
with Jesus' Christ Himself. 

Some people wonder why we stand so tenaciously 
and so uncompromjsingly for the "faith which was once 
for all delivered unto the saints", why we insist upon the 
divine inspiration and consequent infa1Iihility and su­
preme authority of the Bible. I will teU you why: be­
cause it is our life, because if you take that from us you 
take everything from tis. You leave us absolutely with­
out hope for the future. If the Bible be not the very 
word of God, there is not a, star in, the sky; there is not 

, a voice to speak to us; we have neither Saviour nor 
Guide; we ~hoilld be in the outer 4arkness without i:h~, 
Bible, for you cannot have Jesus ,without the Bible. 
vVhat nonsense men talk when' they say,' Let us get back 
to Christ-when by that they mean get away from the 
Bible. What Christ, I should like to know? What can 
you know of Christ apart from ',the Bible which is the 
very word of God? 'The promise of I:Iis cleansing blood 
binds all the books together and makes them to be the 
Book. His personality indwells' it; His Spirit inspires it. 
There is not a chapter-there is not a word, there is 
not a syllable-that you may take away from it. Cut 
it, and i,t hleeds, for it is the living Book; it is the "word 
of God that liveth and 'abideth forever". 

On this great question our glorious Lord has much to 
say, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me." 

He is the way, but ho~ shall we kno~ anything a:bout 
the way until we receive Him for what He really is? 
Let me Quote to you that first verse, which you have 
read and· heard quoted a thousand times: ."Let not your 
heart be troubled." Have you ever been exposed to 
trouble? Have you ever found tl!at you were required 
to sail a trouhled sea? Said one ,long ago, "Man is 
born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward." It is just 
as natural for us to be in trouble as it is for the 'sparks 
to fly upward. We cannot escape it. We are neither im­
mortal no'r incorruptible. We are frail children of dust. 

What ,is the cure for trouble? "Ye ibelieve in God"---,: 
do you? Do you? Do you believe in God? What sort. 
of GOd? The Infinite Spirit; the great First Cause; 
Natural Law; Force; Energy:-how marty names will 
you invent for God? The Creator? Oh yes; we will 
make it more personal, shaU we! And who is He? One 
replies, "It is in Genesis: 'In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth'." That is quite true, hut that 
was a long time ago. The Creator? the Ruler of the 
universe? the Source of law and of order? Oh, do not 
weary me with your definitions. Do not ask me to be 
interested in your abstractions. That does. not cure my 
trouble! That will not dry the mourner's tears. That 
will not tell a man whether he is going' to see his child 
again, whether he will ever meet withher who was more 
than life to him, who has been taken from his side. That 
will not help him. . 

"Ye believe in God"-spell it with a capital! What 
then? "But I wish I knew who He is. I wish I could be 
sure-but again science cannot help me." No human 
investigator has ever discovered Him, any more than men 
have discovered the life beyond. 

"Ye believe in God"? Yes, as a rationalist I must .. 
"Every house is builded by some man; but he that built 
aU things is God." "I am familiar", say you, "with. all 

your arguments in support of the theory that God is, 
but that does not help me. 1 am in trouble. My heart 
is breaking. Everything is slipping from my grasp. My 
friends are leaving me. Oh, sir, 1 must go to,the ceme­
tery to-morrow. 1 saw in the paper that you were going 
to talk a'bout these things. 1 could not go to church, but 
1 said, 1 will stay in and listen to what the preacher has 
to say about this future life. He tells me to believe in 
God, but that does not help me. 1 do not know who He 
is. I never saw Him." 

But listen. Said He wh6 spake. with infinite tender­
ness and with grace incomparable, "Ye believe in God, 
believe also in Me." Nobody else ever talked like that. 
Nobody else ever dared to say, "Put the same confidence 
in me that you put in God." Why? Oh, let me say it 
to His praise as we worship Him, because JESUS 
CHRIST IS .GOD !-"From everlasting to ~verIasting, 
thou art God." - He is the only One Who can tell us 
about these things. He came from the Father ,into the 
world, and again he left the world and' went back to 
the Father, and He says, "I am the way." 'If you are 
going to take that way you must believe in Him just as 
you believe in God. This is how He speaketh: 

"The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, 
before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, 
from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there 
were no depths, I was 'brought forth; when there were 
no foundations abounding with water. . Before the moun­
tains were settled, before the hills was 1 hrought forth: 
while as yet he had not made the earth, nor the f,ields, 
,nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When 
he prepared the heavens, 1 was there; when he set a, 
compass upon the fa.ce of the depth: when he eS1:aJblish­
ed the clouds abpve: when he strengthened the fountains 
of the deep: when he gave to the. sea his decree that 
the waters should not pass his commandment: when he 
apuointed the foundations of the earth: then 1 was by 
him, as one brought tip with him: and 1 was daily his 
delight, rejoicing always before .!tim." . 

And a'gain: "Who hath measured the waters in the 
hol1ow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, 
and comprehended the dust of the earth in' a measure, 
and weighed the mouritains in scales, and the hills in a 
balance? Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, 
or being his counsellor hath taught him? With whom 
took he counsel, and who instructed him, and' taught 
him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge. 
and showed t6 him the way of understanding? Behold, 
the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted 
as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up 
the isles as a.very little thing. And Lebanon is not suf­
ficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof suff~cient for a 
burnt offering. AU nations ,before him are as nothing; 
and they are counted to him less than nothing, and 
vanity. To whom then will ye liken God? or what like­
ness will ye compare unto h~m?" 

There is only One to Whom God can ,be likened: 
liken Him to Jesus. Think of Him in terms of the reve­
lation given to us by Jesus Christ .. 1 say it worshipfully, 
I say it gladly, I say it gratefully: Jesus Chri.ft is the 
only God I know. 1 want no other. I fall at His feet 
and cry, "My Lord and my God." How I. bless Him 
that He came from the glory to show me the way home! 

. . 
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I should l~ke to speak about that for six months. 
One reason I want to go 'to Heaven, Dr. Johnston, FS 
that I shall have plenty of time· to preach! When we 
get to heaven time shall 'be no more. vVe are trying 
to ptepare for that ·condition here in Jarvis Street 1 

But I must gather up in a few sentences what I de­
sire to say. Having laid tha't foundation, ,that all 
that we know of the future life comes to us through. 
!Him Who is the Incarnate Word, the eternal Logos, 
the Second Person of the Trinity, wli.'th the Spirit and 
the Father, one God,-He says that He is the way. 

I heard my father say, many years' ago, that in 
England-I heard him say it in England-there were 
two great engineers, one nalffied Stevenson and the 
other BruneIl. One of them showed his sklill' by 
aVloiding difficulties: the .other showed his ability by 
overcoming them. One, ,i·f building a bridge, would 
discover the place where it could be thrown across 
the gulf most easily: the other would always choose 
the more difficult place in ord.er that he might show 
his skill by overcoming the obst·acles in the way. 

For long centuries men tried ·to ·find a way fro~ 
th1s t.ife into the other by avoiding the difficulty of 
death. The scientist, so-called at least, 'tried to dis­
cover ·the secre't 6f life :that i,t might be probng:ed, 
that he might not di.e. But·the head flickered alt last, 
and went out wlth hilS candle-and the· mystery re­
mained unsolved. Jesus Christ did not avoid ·the 
difficulty of death, He went through death,-and, 

. blessed !he His name, He di,ed my death and your 
death. "He was made sin for us, who knew no sin, 
that we m'ight be made the righteo!Jsness of God in' 
him." Through the grave, into the glory, went our 
Lord, and He says, "I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth· in me, though he were dead, 
iYet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and beli.eveth 
in me shall neve'r die." Is not that glorious? You 
have heard it a thousand times,. but Some day it Wt~ll 
come home to your heart with special sweetness when 
you need a voice from across the river. 

The way home is through Christ. This is the gospel, 
that Christ "died for our sins a'ccording to the scrip-. 
tures; and that he wa·s buried, and thaJt he rose agadn 
the th.i,rd day accordling to the s'criptures." Do you 
believe that? Do you 'believe such old.-fashioned 
truths as these?-"The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanse'th us from all Mrt"; "He is the propitiation for 
our sins: and not for our's only, 'but also for the sins 
of the whole world"; "Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away ,the sin of the world." 

Yes, but what lies beyond? Jesus sa.id, "In my 
Father'·s house are many -mansions. I have been 
there. I have seen them." He did not say, There 
shall be; He said, "There are." . "I go Ito prepare a 
place for you, and when everything is in readiness I 
will come back again." . 

I s~umlbled upon a beautiful illustration of that here 
in the City of Toronto. I was driving with a friend, 
and we passed a residence that was a veritaMe palace. 
He 'sa'id, "Do you see thrut 'house? . Mr. So-and-So is 
the IQIwner. He has three daughters who are an 
marrfed. They hav.e their own homes. They had 
aU left home before he' built that· house. He hui.Jt 
that gr~at palace although there were none put him-

self and wife to occupy i,t. BUlt in tha:t house he built 
three other houses, three complete apartments splen­
d'idly e·quipped. When ·it was' finished he gave ItO 

ealch .of his daughters a key to the outside door, and 
then a key to her apartment where she and her family 
could come and have her own home, where she could 
be in her own house under her father's roof. The 
apartments are always in readiness; the servants keep 
everything in order, so !that whenever they come to 
Toronto they have but to go and 0pen the outside 
door, and .then each one can ,go to her own apartment 
w'ith her famHy." 

1 believe I am going to have an apartment, a man­
sion in my Father's house, up there. I will let you 
come and visilt .me, but you cannot have it for your­
self, because it is mine. I shall be glad to go and 
visit you, because you, if you are Christ's, wiII have 
yours als'.). There wiU be "many" mansions. We 
shall each have hi,s orher own place prepared in Ithe 
life that is to come, if we go home by way of the 
Cross, believing in the Lord Jesus Chr·i'st. , 

Some who heat: me to-night are asking, "Sir, I have 
recently Ibeen hereaved", and, as a mother said to me 
n'Ot long ·ago, "I cannot visualiz·e my child. I cannot 
sketch a pi'cture of her over there. If only s'omebody 
would teH me where she is and how 'she is faring, I 
could be con,tent; but I cannot see her." Did you 
ev·er feel like that? You 'have often said when your 
friends leave you for another country, "Be sur·e to tell 
us how you get on, how you like your new home, and 
whrut friends you meet .in the new land to ·which you 
go." Have you not wished ·that you could have a 
letter from heaven? If they could only send back 
and teJI us how they fare! 

We do not need th3lt, dear friends. W·e know where 
they are. I will tell you what one to whom an abund­
a!nce of revelations had been given, who had first of 
all seen God in Christ, said: "For we know that if our 
earthly house of this Ita:bernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens." I do not know what the 
house is Hke, but I know that I have one. I know 
that it is mine, on the authority of God's Word; 
and He is the only One Who knows anything about it. 

You say, "That does not answer my question, be­
cause I am not so mUlCh 'ooncerned albout the 'Circum­
stances 'Of our loved and lost as I am to know whether 
they dwell in a 's·tate of conlsci'.)usness, whether they 
know ·anything. Is ,there anything .in what I am ·told 
by some people that the soul departted goes :to sleep 
and will sleep on unltil the resurrection morn?" I 
answer, I ·do not know anything about that pers'.)n­
ally. I only know' what the Bihle teUs me, .and it 
certainly does not teach ·soul .... sleeping. I am shut up 
to one authority, as I have tried to tell you, because 
nobody knows anything about it but the Lord Jesus. 

There is only one Person competent to spea~ on 
this subject, and that is Jesus Himself. We know 
nothilf1g 'beyond what Ithe Bible tells us, and, we must 
abide by that. 

Speaking by inspiration the Apostle Paul said, "I 
am' in a strait Ibetwixt two, having a desire to depart, 
and to Ibe wth Christ; which ~s £ar better"-very far 
better, a superlative word-"nevertheless to abide in 
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the flesh. is more needful for you." The man whose 
life throbbed with energy, who never had an idle 
moment, I am s'\.~re, did not want to go to s}.eep for­
ever, or until ,the resurrection. He would not hav,e 
described the sleep of the soul as "far better." He 
s·aid, "For 'I:\1yself, I would set s3!il to-morroOW and be 
w~th Christ. Great as .my joy has been here, it would 
be 'greater yonder." 

Does any mother 'ask me a:bout her little child, or 
about someone who died in the faith of Chri'st? I 
think we shail not be f,ar wrong if we sing that old 
hymn,-

"Safe i,n ·the arms of Jesus, 
Safe on, His gentle. breast j 

There by His love o'er shaded, 
Sweetly my soul shall r~st." . 

Some men are very awkward w'iltlh ba.bies, but I am 
sure the Lord Jesus C'an 'carry a child morecombrt­
ably and safely than its own mother. 0 broken heart! 
Leave your darling chiild with Jesus. He is eternally 
s,afe 'and happy in His keeping. 

I do not know much alboUit the present state of the 
departed, of those who have dned in faith, bUit I know 
all that I want t') know, and that i'i, that they are 
'with Christ." That is heaven! As we sang just 
now, "That will be glory for me." I can wait for the 
golden streets and the ja'sper walls and all the rest of 
it, if only I can be assured that the moment I am 
absent from the 'body, I shalillbe present with ·the Lord. 
That will be heaven enough for me. Thaot is what 
the Bible says, and we can leave it there. 

By and by there will, be a still greater glury, 
but if you would know anything about" the future life 
you must come to the One, and only One, who knows 
anything 'about. Vt j and it is said of Him that He 
"brought li,feand immortality .to light through the 
gospel." In ancient times men were said to be 
"ga:the"red t') their flathers," 'Ibut they did not know 
much about the other life. But Jesus passed through 
the grave on to resurrection ground. and then appeared 
in His resurr·ection body, "the first fruits of them that 

. slept." Thus. He broOught life and immortality to 
liight. Now we may know what Elfe and immortali,ty 
are as we see them ·exempliSed in His resurre'Ction 
life. 

Some day we. shall all rise in His likeness, if we 
are His. "Our citizenship is in heav.en j from whence 
alsoO we look for the Saviour, the 'Lord Jesus Christ: 
who shall change our vile 'body (the body of our 
humiliation) that it 'may be fashi0ned like unto his 
glorious body, acocord'ing to the 'W'of1king .whereby he 
is able even to subdu~ all things unto himself." 
. I do not want to be l.ike you. (Laughter). You an" 
a fine-l00king lot, I know, especially when you are 
dressed up j but I do. not want to be like you at all. 
And I am sure you do not want to be like me. But I 
rejoice to know that I 'am go'ing toO have someday a 
pody thart: wiU be ~ike the body ,of J esu:s Christ: '.'We 
shall nbt. all, sleep, but we shall be chang.ed, In a 
moment, in the twinkling of ,an eye, at the la·st trump: 
for the trumpeot shalol sound, and ~th~ ~ead shall be 
raised 'incorruptible, and we ·shall ibe changed. For 

\ 

,this corruptible must purl: ·on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. So when this ct)r­
rUpitible ·shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shalll have put on immortali.ty, then shall be 
brought to pass the 'saying that is written, Death is 
swalIowed up in victory." . lam going t') h,ave a body 
somet'ime that will nOlt need the doctor's care, a body 
that. can never 'be sick, and can never grow old, and 
ov·er. which de.a'th has no power. ' 

What will othat ~b')dy /be like?' I cannot teU you, 
except that it wiiJ1 'be simil-ar to the body of Jesus. I 
am glad to know that those who had seen Jesus be­
fore He died, who saw Him after His resurrection, 
recognized Him as the same Person. He was changed 
in some respects. He appe'ared untoO them ion another 
form, and yet there were 'the marks ')[ the nails in 
His hands, and of otIhe thorns about His brow j and 
you remember -how He saioel to Thomas-this 'same 
Thomas who uttered the worcIs ·of our ·text-"Reach 
hither thy fin'ger, and behold my hands j and rea1ch 
hither ·thy hand, and thrust ~t into my side: and be 
n')t faithless, but believing." There was something 

. about the body of Jesus"Christ that made it possi'ble 
for Thomas oto'identify it a's the same body in which 
He was crucified. T·halt is aU I care toO know. 

I hope you ""iill be better-looking then than you are 
now! You. will not need any vanity case's then! vVhen 
you ·are fashioned -like unto Hi.s glorious body; you 
will 'be without spot, or wrinkle, .or any such thing. 
(Mr. Long: "Hallelujah !"-You need to say that, 
Brother Lt)ng.) We a:ll do. Why do you not aU 
say it? (Grea1t chorus of, Hallelujahs.) 

Hut there is one passage in the Book thalt always 
charms 'me when I read .it, how that woman, like some 
mou.rners, to whom I speak to-rii'ght, went to t~he grave 
and could not find her Lord ,there. When Peter and 
John -said, "Let us go home," I fancy Mary said, "Go 
on. Peter . .you may go, John j but I am going to ~tay 
a little longer yet." She stood there at the grave 
weeping until she became consci')us of a Presen'Ce be­
side her, !and saw One W~om she di.d not immediately 
recognize .. Supposing Him to be the gardener, she 
said. "Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where 
thoOU hast laiid him, alnd I wi.Jl take him away." He 
. said, . "Mary." .:rhaJt is aB. He' only -called her by 
name, and she fell at His feet and said, "Rabboni," 
which i·s to say, Master. 

He wHJ call us by name, and we shall can each 
other by name" by and by. I am sure we shall meet 
in the sweet by and' by. I am sure we shall renew 
our fellowships, and shall take up the threads of affec­
tion that have 'been ,temporari'ly broken here; and the . 
life thalt has been so segmentary, that has been so full 
0.£ disappointments, shaH be complete in Him! 

, "And with the morn those angel faces smile 
, vVhlich I have loved long 'sin~e, hut lost awhile." 

1 shut you up to Chris·t, to Hi'S .precious blood, to 
His. death land res'urrection, alnd I teIr you, ·in His 
na·~e·thalt He is the oOnly hope f.or any man of woman 
born. Do you trust Him? Do you beHeve in God? 
Will you believe also in Him? 
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MEMORY HYMN. 

"I ~nce was a stranger to gr3,lce and to God; 
: I knew not my danger, 'and felt not my load; 

Though friends spoke' in rapture of Christ on the 
tree, 

'Jehovah Tsidkenu' was n'lthing to me. 

"Like teaJ1S from the daughters of Zion that roll, 
I wept when the waters went Dv,er Hds soul, 

Yet -thoughlt nOit that my sins had nai-led to the tree 
'J ehovah T'sidkenu'-'twas nothing to me. 

"When free gra-ce awoke me; by light from on high, 
Then legal fears shook me, I trembled to die; 

No refuge, no safety, iI11 self could I see; 
'Jehova:h Tsidkenu'my Saviour must be. 

"My terrors all vanished before the sweet name; 
My guilty fears bani,shed, with boldness I came 

To'drink at the fountain, life-giving and .free: 
'Jehovah Tsidkenu' was all thiings to me. 

"E'en rtreading the va:lley, -the shadow of death, 
This watchword shall rally my faltering breath; 

. FlQr, when Ifrom life's fever my God sets me free, . 
'J ehlQvah Tsidkenu' my death-song shall Ibe." 

ON HARSH JUDGMENTS. 
(Oontinued from page 8.) 

Where it is a man's duty, by reason of his office, to 
pass judgment on the conduct ·of others, let him 'first, 
with all humility, condemn himself, that so he may he 
led to judge others in the fear of Go~. And further, 
le't all bear in mind, for -their greater abasement, that 
he whom God has preserved from committing sin owes 
him more than he to wh'lm God has forgiven the sin 
he has committed; just as lowe more to one who 
saves me from a wound, than I do to him who -cures 
the wound I have received. Accordingly, St. Augus­
tine says, that God has pardoned me as many sins as· 
He has prevented me .from committing, which as man, 
I might otherwise have committed. Thus everyone. 
may, with truth, regard himself as equaUy bad with 
the worst man he sees; for, as the Same Father says, 
there is no sin which we can commit, 'which any man may 
not commit if God, who made man, does not keep him 
from it. Hence, when we see the sins of others, our 

, part is to grieve for them, and to bless God for having 
kept us from them; for there is nothing.in us to merit 
so great a mercy. 

THE WEEK END IN JARVIS STREET. 
(Continued frQm page 6.) 

Following the '.open air servdce a young lady walked boldiy 
up onto· the platform, and, addressing Dr. J.ohns.ton, said, 
"Sir, I should like to be saved." They sat together there, 
and a little later Dr. Johnston brought her to us, and she 
eommu-nicated the great news tbat she had received Christ 
and 'bad become His child. We were delighted with Dr. 
J-ohnston"s visit, and hQpe that Jarvis .Street Wlill. have the 
priv:ilege of weleoming hini some day to its pulpit. 

There were fine congregations lilt both services; and now 
that the summer .i~ over, we 'are h.oPing soon to see things 
at the flood-1lide again. . 

Our readers, we feel sure, will be' interested "in a summary 
of .our Bible. School attendance. for ·the first five months .of 
the church year. ~~pal"!d ,with the same period last year. 

For the first three months of the five, April to June, in 
1929, our average was 1,109; f.or the same period this year 
the average attendance was 1,396; or an average gain per 
Sunday for the three months of 28'7. July and August are 
the. most difficult months of the year. J.ast year .our average 
:!lor those two months WIllS 796; 'this year, 963; or only 37 
short -of an average of 1,000 per Sunday through 1Jhe hot 
months' of July and August. Taki·ng the entire five m1>1lths, 
our average last year was 990; this year, 1,219; .or Bn aver­
age gain per Sunday for the full five months, .of 229-a very 
fa:ir-sized Sunday Schrool in itself. 

SERMONS BY THE LATE REV. ARCHI'BALD BROWN 
WANTED. 

Pamphlet sermons by the late Rev. Arehibald BrQwn, of 
England, delivered in the years 1873 to 1893, would ·be greatly 
appreciated and padd for 'by Rev. Alexander Hioiries, 4248 
Belden Ave., Chicag,o, Ill. 

REMEMBER 
THE RADIO FUND 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS FUND 

THE SEMINARY FUND 

Three thirsty children 

Who always want a Udjink". 

RADIO REPORTS. 
At ev,ery .Jarvis Street prayer meeting much pmyer is 

offered for God's blessing upon the radio m:inistry, and every 
week we receive letters telling us .of hearers WIho are jodnmg 
us in prayer to the same end. We shall especially welcome 
therefore any news of cOIIlveI'sions, or restorations, .or .of 
spiritullil bIle.ssing. re:eeived thrQugh the .radio. If yO}! bye 
such news send It In and help a mulotitudie to con"j;mue In 
prayer and thanksgdvimg. \ 

SUBSCRIBE TO-DAY 
for "The Gospel Witness" for yourself and 
friends. Sent postpaid for 52 weeks to any place 
in the world for $2.00. 

Use blank below. 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 

130 Gerrard Street East, 
Toronto, Ont., Can. 

For the enclosed $2.00 please send "The 
Gospel Witness" for one year to 

Name 

Address , .......................................................... 

1 

1 
1 

1 



, 

September· 4, 1930 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (243) 15 

~be Itnion .aptist . Witness 
This page is the official organ of the Union of Regular Baptist C~urches in o.ntario and Quebec. 

. 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto, Canada. 

W. GORDo.N BRo.WN, Editor; 

KIRKLAND LAKE. ALTo.N REGULAR IBAPTIST CHURCH 1 Seminary this fall and the Church is 
Pastor H. C. Slade of First B-8IPtist - Pastor J. Fullard tells us that during praying that. the Lord will s~nd them a 

Church, Timmins, served 'at Kirkland the pas,t week there has been 'a nightly man to. contlO~e ~he splendId work of 
Lake on Sunday, August 3I1st. After prayer-meeting held by the Alton Church e.v~ngel~s~ WhICh It has been Mr. Rob­
the evening service an Dpen Air meeting and that these meetings will be con- lIn s prIvIlege to carry on. 
was held and some two hundred men tinued for, at least, another week. Pas- . 

NEWS No.TES. stood around and listened with intense tor Fullard asks an interest in the pray­
interest. The attention was such tha,t .ers of the wider feHowsohip that souls 
the meeting could not be closed and for for which prayer i's being made wHl uliti- .our missionaries-elect, Rev. and Mrs. 
nearly two hours the Gospel was preach- mately yield to the Lord. E. Hancox, spent Sunday at Annette 
ed. A recent convert, a young miner Rev. 'am Mrs~' Hancox' will he a.t Street, Toronto. Here and in other 
with a beautiful tenor Yooice, sang and Alton ?n Friday, September 6th. ,churches they are mak;ng many frI·ends 
gave his testimQny and at the conclusion • 
of the service a French Roman Catholic * *. * * who will, we tr)1st, "hold the ropes," as 
ran after the workers asking where the No.RTH BAY. they-go down into the darkness of Li-
meetings were held. As he told of his beria to gather gems for His crown .. 
conversion in the Open Air service, he Sunday, August 311&t, was a day which 
could hardly find words to express him- will long be remembered by the Regular 
self and said in his broken English- Baptist Mis'sion, North Bay. Dn tha,t 
"I pray, I pray, I go to confession". "I day the Pastor who had s'o faithfully 
pay, I pay, no hope, no peace. Dh, I'm served the field for one year and was 
saved and its free, free, oh, the joy in so greatly loved by the folk was fare­
here" (touching his heart). Until welled and ,the Rev. James mbson, who 
twelve o'clock Mr. Slade 'and other will ta'ke char,ge of the work, temporar­
friends stayed with this new convert ily at least, WIllS welcomed .. 
and ~eat was their joy: This .young Mr. James Forrester WaE! in charge 
man IS. well educate<! h~V1Og StudIed fo-,: of 'all services and Mr. Gibson preached 
th.e pl'lesthood and It IS hoped that '~e most acceptably, ilJl&tantly gaining the 
w~ll be an earnest worker and helper 10 confidence and sUPP'ort of ,the people. 
KIrkland Lake. Rev. W. J. H. Brown spoke a few words 

* • • • at each service and in the evening. Mr. 
Douglas Brown, ·on behalf of the Mis­

FAIRB~K, To.Ro.NTo.. 
The Gospel Truck of the Union, in 

charge of Mr. Bernard Jeffery of the 
Toronto Baptist Semina.ry, assisted :by 
several young men frOID the Jams Street 
Baptist Church, ·has been doing splendid 
wprk this Summer. Dn Sunday evening 
they responded to an emergency call 
from the Fairbank Regular Baptist 
Church and, took charge of the sernce 
there. Pastor HoHiday, who -w:as ill on 
Sunday, reports tha,t "it was a. good 
meeting and that the Lord hlessed it to 
the salvation of four souls". 

Dn Saturday evening last the Truck, 
with seventeen passengers, went to Lan­
sing for· an Dpen Air mee,ting. Many 
listened attentively to the mess'ages 
j!'iven by the young men":""juB>t the !!imple 
Gospel story and testimonies to the sav­
ing and kee'ping power of .the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

* • • • 
MELRDSE PARK, TORo.NTo.. 

The Melrose Park Regular Baptist 
Church, meeting in the J,ohn Wanless 
School for Sunday services, has recently 
secured a house for week night meetings. 
The house has been furnished and equip­
ped by friends and is now ready for use. 
It is expected that a central meeting 
place will be a great advantage.' Pastor 
Davison .reports splendid services last 
Lord's Day. 

sion, read a letter 'of appreciation of 
Mr. Forrester's minis,try in their midst. 

In addition to Messrs. ,Brown, Dr. 
Langton and Miss McIntyre, of Toronto, 
were attendants at the services and their 
presence was greatly appreciated. 

The North Bay Mission has exercised 
a wide ministry During Mr. F·orrester's 
pastorate some -twenty persons have pro­
fessed conversion, some of these have 
been hardened sinners, but to the Glory 
of God are now witnessing to the power 
of God to transform. lives. T'he Mission 
ministers to many transients and it is 
rather hard to keep in touch with con­
verts. Many of these are, however, 
evangelizing in the place in which the 
Lord has placed ;them and 'Bre ,bringing 
joy to those who shared in their conver­
si'on. One. young lady from a ne'arby 
town was gloriously saved in the Mission 
and going back to her home was used to 
the salvation of at least four souls. Her 
home was transformed and a serious 
situation averted. 

Mr. Forrester shorlly commences his 
studies in preparation for medical work., 
Continue to pray for him and the work 
at North Bay under Mr. Gibson. 

* * • • 
FUNDAMENTALIST, FT. WILLIAM. 

Dn Sunday, August 24th, Pastor Rob­
lin had the joy of seeing three respond 
to his invitation at the evening service. 

Mr. Roblin is returning to take up 
furtlier studies at ,the Toronto Baptis.t 

Expecting to return for further study 
at Toronto Baptist Seminary, Pastor 
Leander Rablin has resigned Tabernacle 
Baptist Church, F,ort William .. We are 
pr~ying that this, with other pastorless 
.fields, may be supplied with the men of 
God's choice. 

Dut at Immanuel Church, Mimico, Rev. 
W. 'J. Newby is doing a ·fine piece 'of 
work among the 'Christians IOf the com­
munity. A number who had left this 
church have returned, and believers from 
other churches are attending the services, 
59 that the attendance at all meetings 
has greatly' increased. Dpen-air services 
have been held after the regular Sunday 
evening gatherings and many have there 
been pointed toward Christ. A week ago 
Sunday, a boy of fourteen made a clear 
profession of faith in our blessed Lord. 
Faithful work must bring results. . 

REV. ALFRED J. LEWIS. 
Mr. Lewis, who has been resting at 

bis home in ,Rahway, N.J .• for the month 
o~ A~gust,. is presenting t}le claims of 
LIberIa ,to 'a group Qf churches in the 
vicinity of' Port Norris, N.J., from Sep­
tember 6th to 10th. He is expected in 
Toronto for Mr. and Mrs. Hancox' Fare­
well in Jarvis .street Baptist Church on 
September 11th and will then serve at 
Emmanuel Regular Baptist Church, Ver­
dun, Que., until Convention time. It is 
expected, beginning with tJhe month of 
November, Mr. Lewis will be free to 
visit the churches of our Convention· and 
picture to them the need of Liberia, giv-
ing first hand information. . 

LUCKNo.W. 
Rev. W. E. Atkinson will be assisting 

Rev. Edgar Ferns of Wingham, in spe­
ciall 'services at Luckilow,· beginning 
about September ·l4tJh. Pray that the 
Lord' will make these meetings' a real 
blessIng to the town' and speak through 
His: servants with POWlet;· : ., .. 
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wealth, causing strife among their ·herd- Egypt, as thou oomest unto Zoar. Then 
men. The herds of Abram and Lot had Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; 
become too large to dwell together; prob- and Lot j'ourneyed east: and they separ­
ably disputes had arisen conce'rning 'pa's- ated themselves the one from' the other," 

Vol. 5. No.3. ture lands, and watering ,places, etc., and (vs. 10-.11). Such a choice on the surface 
such quarrelling would be most unseemly seems to be a wise one, but there is a 
before the heathen who dwelt in the land, Iback.gr{),und which requires to be taken 
and would cause real sorrow to the pa- into considerati{)n. Lot "pitched his tent 

REV. ALEX. THOMPSON, EDITOR. triarch and his nephew. The decisIon was toward Sodom. But the men of SOOom 
therefore made to separate.· Note among were wicked and sinners before the Lord 
other things that quarrelling is a mIsery exceedingly", (vs. -12-13). Evidently in' 

Lesson 38. ' September ?lst, 1930 to both guilty and inD{)cent, that among the making of his. choice Lot had not suf­
brethren it is a scandal, that the innoc.ent ficiently, if at all, taken into consideration 
are affected by it, that when engaged in the presence ·of those wicked men. His 
by others it often separates friends, that choice was made purely from the stand-

Tkird Quarter. 

ABRAM AND LOT. 

Lessun Text: Genesis, chapter 13. 

Gulden Text: "And the land was nut able 
toO bear them, ·that they might dwell 
together: for their substance was so 
great, so that they could not dwell 
together." Genesis 13:6. 

it is grievous to the Holy Spirit, and that point of wordly advantage, and his after 
it is ,better to separate than ,tQ C{)ntinue experience makes clear the folly of being 
quarrelling. There may be justifiable g,overned ·by such a motive. The spiritual 
reason for separation among brethren, should always take pl'leCedence of the 
although it is better, if possible, to re- material. The choice, ,therefore, was at 
move the cause of contention that there fault in its nature, its execution and its 
might be peace. Two cannot walk to- motive. It meant voluntarily going to­
gether -un~ess they ,be agreed, (Amos ward gross sin, with its consequent plac-
3:3). ing of himself and family in the way of 

temlltation, and we are inforoned later 
The nature of the separation, (vs.8-13). how sadly sin wrecked their household, 

T'he strife of the herdmen coming to the (IQ:30). We are not told that the guid-
1. THE RETURN TO BE.THEL, (vs. 1-4) attention of Abram, 'he proposed to Lot ance of God was solight in the matter. 

a solution of .. the troU!ble in suggesting When men are led by their own wisdom 

We noticed in Q.ur last lesS{)n that 
Abram was accompanied in his journey 
by Lot, his broth.er's son, and in this 
chapter we learn of s'ome trouble which 
arose in consequence of that, although 
not directly ~ttributlllble to Lot. Abram, 
rebuked in Egy'pt for his distrust, re­
turns to Bethel; a strife arises between 
the herdmen of their flocks; and a separ­
ation takes place fruitful of ,momentous 
co~sequences for both. 

The return to Bethel is the first matter 
mentioned, and the event is recorded in 
simple language, wherein we note the de­
parture from Egypt, the wealth of 
Abram, and the arrival at Bethel. The 
return to this place is sign,ificant, its name 
implies "house .oj God", and it was the 
place of the altar. Bearing in mind the 
typical teaching attached to Egypt with 
its thoug·ht of the world, and the fact that 
nothing is said .about an altar being 
raised by Abram in that,land, we ·are 
reminded of the fact that no one· can 

. have fellowship with God in the w{)rld, 
and that if one backslides he must re­
turn to the plare of the altar. He must 
return to the place, no~ necessarily physi­
cal, where he left off fellowsMp with 
Goil, ·and there call on the name of his 
Lord and Saviour. The return may not 
be easy, but it wiH be unobstructed Iby 
God, and He is gracious and will freely 
forgive the repentant sinner. Note. the 
necessity for return on the part of the 
backslider; the way to return; and the 
c.oIisequences involved. 

their separation, and he. does S{) in a exclusively; we cannot wonder that dis- , 
most kindly manner. He said unto Lot, aster meets their efforts. This choice wall 
"Let there be no strife, I pray thee, be- voluntary, worldly, of a "lasting nature, 
tween me and thee, and between my and fraught :with grave oonsequences. 
herdmen and thy herdmen, for we be Expla~ation may be m8:d~, o~ the po,,:er 
brethren. Is not the whole land before !If chOIce; of the responsl1blhtles and prlV­
thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, lleg~s attached thereto; . and ~f the ne­
from me: if thou wilt take the left hand; cess~ty for c8:reful consld~ratlon ,be~ore 
then I will go to the right; or if thou wilt mak~ng a chOlce. Illu~tratl(~n of cholce- • 
depart to the right hand, then I will 'go ma~mg may be found l~ ~arlous parts of 
to the left." This was a magnanimous .scrlptur,:, ,ag well as m .the realm of· 
offer on Abram's part,-he was the older ,ob~ervab{)n, etc., (Heb. 11:2·4-27; J,osh. 
of the two, and by right he could have 24.14.,18). 
~laim.edlriOrity ?f ch~ic.e; but this he The consequences of the separation, 
.efr.ame from do.mg, glVlng wa..Y out of (vs. 14-1'8). The consequences in res-pect 
the good·ness of hIS heart to the young!lr to Lot are not recorded in this chapter 
man. 'l'h,:. offer was frankly made, m but we may anticipate in order to empha~ 
the ib~t mter!lllts of all, and led to.a size the nature of this choice. Put in a 
separabon . whIch wr~ught no hardshIp brief manner, the following may be said 
upon any m a matenal way, for there about Lot's career after separation from 
";'!-s plenty of room f{)r all: The separa- Abram, showing its downward trend: he " 
bon .was c~mplete, of a frIendly nll;ture, began by pitching his tent toward Sod om, i 
a~d m the mteres~ {)f peace. The frIends,. (v. 12); then he entered that wicked city 
dId not depart hatm&: each other. The one became aUied with its people .by mar: 
who ~a~es another IS a very weak ana riage, (19:14), became one of its leaders, 
unchrl.sban pe!son. ~uc.h hat~ed has no (19:1), lost his infiuence over the people 
place m a Chr~st;lan !lfe, eyen If a person through his compromising attitude,' also 
does one an mJury, ,or, If we ha.ve ~o his possessions, and most of his family 
separate. from. b.rethren let u.s mamtam (19:.30), was led iby the hand ,out of 
always the spIrIt well pleasmg to our Sodom, (i9:1~), and to,ok refuge in a 
M!1ster, Who taught us to ,love !Jur ene- ca.ve ,with his two d'llIIlghters who then 
mles, (Matt. ~:44~. Abram s attlt~de t~- showed the evil influence of the place 
~a,!,d q.uB:rrellmg IS al~o revealed m thIS and humiliated him. ' 
mClde'nt., He abhorred It. And well 'Would 
it be if the Lord's people would adopt In contrast to those of Lot, the conse­
the 'same attitude toward internal strife. quences for Abram were blessed indeed. 
Our common enemy is the devil; tllere- We are informed the Lord spoke unto 
fore let there be· no strife in our midst, him, and His vOlce to ,an {)~bedient servant 
for such can' ·only be a scandal and a i!l pleasa.nt and precious. The nature of 
,heartbreak. This peaceful condition can the message pertained to the convenant 
'be brought ·about and maintained by in respect to the land and the seed. The 
each one putting .God. fi,rst, accepting. the land was to be Abraha)ll's and his seed's 
word of God, as a guide, being under the . forever, and his descendants were to be 

II. THE SEPARATION OF ABRAM control of the Holy Spirit, and ,ohediently in number as the dust of the earth. Both 
AND LOT, (vs. 5-18) carrying out the tlivine will. nromises have been fulfilled, and although 

The reason for the separation, (vs. 
5-7). ' Separano'n of friends is amys 
unpleasant to contem1l1ate, and to ex" 
perience, yet it is sometimes necessary 
III the .interest of continued friendship. 
The separation here depicted was due to 
no fault in the principals concerned, out 
owing ,to the embarrassment .. of their 

L~t hesitated not to agree to the sug­
gestIon of Abram, and in conformity with 
his offer he made his choice. We are in­
forined ·he "lifted up his eye!!, and. 'be­
held all the plain of Jordan, that it :was 
weH watered everywhere, before the Lord 
destroye~. Sodom and Gom.orrah, I!ven as 
the 'gar,den of the Lord, like the land 'of 

the. promised land is not. now occup'ied, 
natIonally, by Israel, thIS people will 
again possess it, 'nationally, at our Lord's 
return. T'he comm.and is then given. to 
arise and walk' through the land;' .then 
Abram dwelt in 'the plain of Mamre;' 'sig­
nifying manliness .-'pr . strength, which is 
in Hebron, 'meaning society, or assoela-
tion. '. 


