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REVIVAL OR 
Christian peopIe the world around are longing for 

a great religious awakening. They long for it, and 
many are 'praying for it, because it is so manifestly 
needed. Generally speaking, the cause of Evangelical 
Christianity is languishing. The' empty pews in tens 
of thousands .of churches the world al'Ound cry out 
for a revival. As we shall note later, there are blessed 

'exceptions to the rule, but we are speaking now of 
general conditions. A visitor from New York last 
Sunday told us there were v'ery few Sunday evening 
congregations in the American, metl'Opolis, even in the 
largest churches, that would exceed sixty. Indeed, 
not· a few churches close ,either their evening service 
or both servioes for the summer months. The Sun
day Sch,ools in many instances are practically deserted. 

Conditions are not quite so bad in Canada, but 
church attendance, on ,the whole, is undoubtedly de
clining. Even .churches which are well filled for part 
of the year; in the summer time are all but des'erted. 
On a recent Sunday evening there were but three hun
dred in Yorkm.inster Church, Toronto, and only one 
hundred and sixty-three in Walmer Road. Conditions 
in England, from 'all reports, if they are not quite as 
bad as in the United States, are bad enough to ,give 
thoughtful people much concern. 

But church attendance is not everything. We refer 
t.o it only as a symptom of religious conditions in 
general. "There are also many ,other signs of relig
ious dedensio'n. The 'decline of church attendance is 
perhaps more easily l"ecognized than ,other symptoms 
which, to the discerning observer, are equally sure. 

H church membe,rs be viewed in their homes, in 
their business or recreational life, it is often difficult to 
distinguish' between them and those who make no 
profession of religion. In not a f,ew places we have 
learned the m~nagement '0'£ theatres are most careful 
to avoid offending the churches, because they depend 
upon the churches .in large part, ,if not chiefly, for 
their support. It seems to us indisputable that Chris-

MILLENNIUM ? 
tianity thr-oughout the ",,,,orld is generally at ,a discount 
to-day. Again w·e remark, "generally", for there are 
many glorious ,exceptions. ' 

If we obserV'e the Vl[or-ld of business, of finance, of 
commerce, .of industry, religion has almost ceased to 
be a regulating fact.or :in any of these l"ealms' .. Politic
ally, the same negative principIe seems to obtain. 
. What ar:e. the' causes of this almost. universal relig-, 
~ou~ dec.le~slOn? We have n?t the ,slIghtest difficulty 
m ldentlfymg the cause, for Just as it is undoubtedly 
true that all tha't is best in our national social or 
multif.orm ·economic life, has come fl"Om the Bible' so 
the conV'erse is true, that the conditions we depi'ore 
ar,e to be traced to the neglect or the denial·o.f the truth 
of that holy Book. It is now the .exception rather 
than the ru.le f.or professor or preacher to honour the 
Bible as the infallible word of God. . 

This has had the effect ,of lowering moral standards 
in all relationships of IHe. We see the professing 
church not only tol'erating, but condoning and d'efend-' 
ing, afld in some cases advocating, practice's which 
twenty~five years ago 'would have br.ought excom
munication from any ,Chrilltian assembly. 

Religious bodies,-,Conv,entions, Synods, Assemblies 
or Conf,erences-in their r:eports almost unanimousl; 
de'plor~ the. religious c~ndiHons which prevail; but al
m.ost mvanahly they Just as vigorously defend the' 
unbelief which lies at the base of all the trouble. Old 
Testament history is' r:epeating ,itself. The ,Old Testa
me'nt is a record 0,£ alternating revivals' and declen
si.ons; and in the time of dede~sion invariably God's 
people have had recourse ,to ev,ery eXlledient but to 
that which alone ~ould or can effect a-cure, namely, 
r,epentance and bith. ' 

But we would view this matter from another angle. 
Worldliness and unbelief are unquestionably ram
pant, yet ther.e are many, indeed multitudes, tp whom 
the Bible is what.it has always been toO the helieving 
soul, the veri taMe word of God. But even they are 
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~ot ,without temptation to turn back and tempt God 
and limit the Holy One of Isra,el. 

But the devil does not tempt all people in precisely 
the same way. Whelie doubt and unbelief cr'eep ,in, 
and an intellectual pride. discounts the Bible, the 
spiritual life declines and the soul is made an eas~ p.r,ey. 
to all false phHosophies, to ,every form of matenahsm 
and worldliness'. But the pronounced, and perhaps 
militant, believer who recognizes it as a duty ri.ot only 
to believe but to defend the .faith, is not greatly t,empt
ed by a vision of the kingdoms of this world and their 
glory, to fall down and worship. him who is called 
"the god 'Of this world". .on the contrary, such an 
one is mOl'e ,likely to be subjected to some ultra
spiritual form o·f temptation,-to throw himself from 
the pinnacle of the temple in vi.olation of the laws of 
his physical being, and depend upon God to work a 
miracle to save his life; or to use such spiritual endow
ments as he possesses to turn stones into bread. 

There is an intellectual pr·ide and ambiti'On which 
masquerades not in academic, but priestly .or prophetic 
robes. One can .be as proud of a fanded superior 
biblical knowledge while calling himself a Funda
mentalist, as' a Rationalist is proud 0.£ his unbeli~ving 
"scholarship". And pr'ide of any sort is alien to the 
Holy Spirit. . 

There are many who profess belief in the second 
p.ersonal coming of Christ wh.o mistake a carnal pas
sion for s'elf-exalting, hair-splitting, verbal, differ
entiations; for spirituality. Some we have known 
seem so' obs'essed with ,their idea of a great Jewish 
revival during the Great Tribulation, and so occupied 
in working .out the special programme of that revival, 
that they have neither time, nor, apparently., inclina
ti-on to concern themselves about a revival here and 
now. The disposition to become supremely.interested 
in telescopically remote r.evivals is a serious tempta-. 
tion to many who have really spiritual minds. 

We·.remember a man of an inventive turn of mind 
who spent much of hisdme dreaming of the things 
he might invent if only he could! He was' a ·farmer, 
and his neighbours told us that once when he took his 
horses ·into the field to ploug.h,. he became ·seized with 
the idea of a wonderful seed-drill which would save 
much labour, and he became so' absorbed with the 
mental pictur,e of his drill that he entirely forgo't even 
to put his plough-share into the ground. Th~re is a 
type of ultra spiritual people who seem to delight in . 
biblical' speculati'ons, in dreams, and discussions of 
possible millennial programmes, to the utter neglect 
elf the duty .of the present hour. 

nec·essity for revival, an'd ultra~supernaturalism ~rans
fers its expectation of such revival to another d1spen
sation. 

Thus by one form of temptation in .one dir~ction, and 
another in another, our adversary would turn our 
thought from the inestima:ble spiritual possibilities of 
the present to interests which ... however- important in 
themselves, do not admit .of immediate realization. 

Is revival poss~ble? Is there any warrant in Scrip-. 
ture for our ceasing to pray f0r, or to expect, a great 
spiritua'l awakening, so long as the promise stands, 
"And, .10, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the age"? How, and by what power, are dead 
souls quickened? Surely always by the power of the· 
Holy Ghost through the quickening Word? If only 
one soul is saved, really made a new cr·eature in Christ 
Jesus, does not that fact ~o~lstit~te ~ de~onstration 
of the truth that the Holy Ghost 1S s1111 w1th u's; and 
that the word' of God is sti'll "the power of G0d unto 
salvation"? Have we come to a day when conver
sions no longer· take place? We regretfully recognize 
that genuine conversions are less frequent than they 
were in former years; 0r, let us rather say, they are 
less general. But ril~n are still being converted be
yond a doubt. Humbly, and without -boasting, save 
as we'would glory in -Him "who of God is made un:to 
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption," we r-ec0rd the fa·ct that it is our joy to 
s~e men saved frequently, nay, often,-almost daily. 
We should count it a dull day when the Lord's people 
assembled for worship in His house on His day, if 
we did not see someone turn to the Lord. And while 
the darkness is very thjck, and unbelief 'is widespread, 
there are thousands of churohes and ministers who 
still r·ejoice to see the gospel proving· itself in their 
ministry "the power .of God unto salvation.". 

Whil'e 'there is much to give the believing heart 
concern, we'doubt whether there ever was. a day when 
God had a larger number of consecrated disciples on 
earth than He has to-day. But God does not. require 
large numlbers: it is nothing with Him to save by 
many, or by few. A revival surpassing the Welsh 
revival, or any of its predecessors, might :be brought 
about even in our day 'throug.h the prayers of "two 
or three." . 

The summer is nearly ended. P,eople wiU' be troop
ing back fr0m their vacations in a ·couple ·of weeks. 
We hope such as are Christians yvill return in the 
fulness of the bless'ing of the gospel of Christ. 

We would be the last to turn men's thought from 
"the blessed hope"; f.or personally we can see no hope 
for the ultimate redemption of, this· old wor·ld apart 
from the personal ·coming .of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
But we .are deeply concerned at the discovery that 
some people seem almost to ~elight an the present apostasy, 
or, rather let us say, who seem to find such satisfaction in 
discoursing upon it, that they seem to have transferred all 
hope.of better conditions to some millennial day; and, being 
convinced that the final apostasy has s-et in, they have 
ceased to pray or even faintly to hope for any wide
spread reJ.igious r.evival. Thus, on the one hand, anti
supernaturalism ridicules both the possibility and the 

W,e have written this artide that we may urge 
every believer who r·eads these words, whether in 
Canada, or the United States, or in England, or in 
the Antipodes, ·or anywher-e else, r,esolutdy to set 
himself or hers·elf to pray that God will visit His peo
ple, and tha:t even now, while the enemy seems to 'be 
coming in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord may l'ift 
up a standard against him. Such a revival as would 
bring people back to the Word of God, and r.estore 
the Bi'b'le to its proper place in the pulpit, and .fill the 
courts of Zion with the·.hallelujahs of new ·born souls, 

,.is worth living for, and, i.f need he, worth dyi'ng for. 
,'As we r·ead the Bible, we can find no reason why 

we should not yet witness -the greatest revival of all 
history. May God lead us to pray f.or it, and to ex-' 
pect it, and thus ~o become willing to pay. any price 
:to be included in it. 

( , 
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HOW ~O MAKE YOUR WILL. 
We have receiv·ed not a few enquiries ·from some 

of the Lord's stewards who desire to know how to 
make sure ~hat their money, after their .dea,th, will 
be used for the purpose which they desire to fur-tiber. 
For example: ·some have tQldus that they believe the 
"Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and 
Quebec" represents a movement inspired of the Spirit 
of God. They Ibelieve the ·company of churches of 
which the Union is composed have been brought into 
being to ·conserve the faitib as historically held by 
Baptists; and, being Baptists, they would Eke what 
money they 1Ilay have to leave behind them to be 
used in the propagation ·of those evangelical principles 

. for which Haptists have always stood. 
In answer to this enquiry we have advis·ed that 

they he su;e spedficaHy to name "The Union of Regu-. 
lar Baptist Churches O'f Ontario and Quebec." T·hat 
is the official designation of tihe Union. It stands 
apart from all others, and cannot be confus·ed with 

. any other 'body. Therefore if anyone has made a wiJ,l; 

proyed by the cou'rts as a sound investment for any 
money held in trust and the income therefrom would 
be collected .for you, and. paid to you during' your 
lifetim~. The principal would be entered in 'the Ibooks 
as a liability as long as you liv'e. At your death it 
would then become an asset, and would be at the 
disposal of 1Jhe Trustees of .the Seminary or of the 
Executive of the Union as' the cas-e might be. 

The writer is both a Trust'ee of "Toronto Baptist 
Seminary" and a member of the Executive of "The 
Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and 
'Quebec," and he knows he can speak for both bodies 
in saying that neither Board would make any use of 
the money -during the lifetime of the annuitant, but 
would insist that legal guarantees -be given to the· 
annuitants making it JegaUy impossible to touch .the 
prindpa'l -during .the annuitants' lifetime. 

To ·sum the matter u.P, then, in either making or 
changing your will, name "Toronto Baptist Semi
nary" and "The Union of Regular Baptist Churc·hes 
of Onbrio and Quebec" as your beneficiaries;' or, 
better .stilI, make your contributions on the annuity 
principle now, and' on such tern:ts as we have sug
gested. If we have not. made the matter plain we 
shall be glad to reply ,to any enquiries. 

let such an 'One examine the text of it and make sur.e 
there is· no ambiguity in their ,phraseology. If tihey 
want their money: to fur.ther the work of "The Union 
of Regular Baptist Churches of ,ontario and Quebec" 
tihey should specifically mention "The Union of Regu-
lar Baptist Churches. of Ontario and .Quebec" in' their ABOUT THE RADIO BROADCAST. 
wHI. If they -desire their ~oney to be used in Home We have a pile of interesting letter~. before us which 
Mission work it would be weH for them specifi'cally we should like ~o share with our readers. They come 

'" to state that such an amount of money is left to "The from all sorts of people. We hear from many ministers 
Union of Regular Baptist Churches olf Ontario and who tune in on our service .. We have been happy to 
Quebe.c for Home Mission work"; or, if .for Foreign receive word from many very aged people, some being' 
Mission work, use the same term, "The Union of above ninety. .We are especially pleased, too, to learn 
Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec, for that the services have been a blessing to people in sani- . 
FOl'eign Mission work"; or, the same name, "for. taria, in hospitals, and shut in at home. We have had 
French Evangelization." If anyone desir.es to lel,l.ve a good many letters from people at their summer homes 
money to Toronto Baptist Seminary, they should spe- and on holiday. . 
cifically mention that ·institution, saying' -the money We have had two communications which filled our' 
is for "Toronto Baptist Semif!.ary"; and to make as- hearts with joy. One was from a lady to this effe~, 
surance doub'ly sure, it could be stat,ed, "'337 Jarvis that her son, who was not a Christian, had been listening 
Street, Toronto." So much for the designation of several weeks to the ser;vices, and was manifestly under. 
"The Union of Regular Baptist Ohurches of Ontario conviction of sin, but had not yielded to Christ. Thef!, 
and Quebec." Do not assume that your .lawyer knows there came upon this young man the overwhelming loss 
the 'correct designation. Some lawyers may know of his little son by drowning, with the result that he came 
and others may not. Make sure your lawyer· under- in to his mother, and, with tears, exclaimed, "0 mother, . 
stands your intention, and then that the correct desig- I have found Christ, but what a fearful price it cost to 
nation is employed. bring me!" Thi.s mother wrote telling us the great 

But some have addressed us in words to this effect: news, and we are sure our readers will rejoice that our 
I have some money whidll I should like to be used for radio services had some humble part in his conversion. 
the propagation of the gospel after I am gone; '\lut I Only to-day a man telephoned to say something like 
cannot giv'e that money·now 'becaus'e I am dependent 'this: When you preached your sermon to backsliders a 
upon the revenue from it for my support. :Yet I want week ago Sunday, I was listening in, and I felt the mes': 
to make sure that, the Seminary, or the Union as the' sage was for me. Then you said that perhaps somewhere. 
case may he, will receive this money, for I know tibat one who had been a preacher, but who had drifted away 
sometimes a will may,.in the courts, be construed in from God was somewhere listening in. That word struck 
a way that is a~ variance with, if nO't absolutely con-' home to my heart, f~r I had been. a preacher, and was 
trary to, the w~ll of the testator. How, .then, can I for twelve years a missionary in Africa, but coming home, 
put. my mon~y mto the hand~ of. the Semm~ry or the I had drifted from God, got-into evil ways, and separ
Umon so as to be ·s~re 1Jhat ~t wIll not f.all mt.o other ated from my wife and family. When I heard your 
hands, and yet recelv·e the mterest of It dUrIng my message, though I believe I surrendered in my heart I 
10f 0 ? ' I ehme. 0 did not do s<? outwardly at once. Days passed, and God 

To that we haye replied: Either the Trustees of dealt with me until I )'Iielded wholly to- Him. I have 
"Toronto Baptist Seminary," or the Exe'cutive of since been going about making restitution where it was 
"The Union"of Regular ~aJPtis,t Chul'ches of Ontario d~e; I· have had a long teleph?ne conversation with my 
and Quebec would· be wllhng to· accept your money WIfe, and to-morrow I am taking the train to return to 
and give you a guarantee that tihat money wi:ll be in- her .and to my ·family, and 'with them to begin life all 
vested in first-class securities such as would be ap-. over again. 

'-0 
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What was said in the sermon to which this brother 
referred-we quote from the stenographic report in last 
week's Witness-was as follows: 

There are som~ who 'hea; me to-night somewhere who 
have heen preachers of the gospel, .or teachers of t~e 
Word, or singers of the old, old story of Jesus. a!ld ~IS' 
love; fathers whose· voices have been heard by theIr C'llll
dren in supplication at the family altar; mothers, per
haps, who once were seen by their family reverently 
pouring over the pages ,of God's' holy Word, who now 
'have abllndoned all religious profession. T·hink,. my dear 
friends, of the solemn responsibility whic~ rests upo?l 
any man or woman who has taken 'so' promInent a POSi
tion, who has :been so outspoken in .profession of fai.th, 
when such an ·one 'departs from .chrIst! What occaSIOn 
they supply to the enemies of the' gospel to blasp1,leme 
the name of our holy Lord! 0 'Peter! 'Peter! I WIsh I 
could awaken some holy memories in.your heart this 

• evening that would turn you baok agam toward God. 

It was this amonO' other things, a bow drawn at 
a venture, which thebLord us'ed to bring this br')ther 
back to Himself. . . 

We 'are sure our readers will rejoice with us in thiS 
bit of news. 

Where Does the Money Come From? . 
<lAy, there's the rub." We are .gratefu~ to. I?any 

friends who are helping us to contmue thl~ mmlst~y 
through the air. We recognize that the s~mmer IS 
difficult ·because many are away from home" and ~e 
are depending 'on later months t') mak:e up any de~clt. 
But we appeal t'o our friends who enjoy the servl'ces, 
to share our burdens in this matter. . . 

A good num'ber of people are makmg specla-l. con
tri:butions to the radio fund week 'by week; s')me are 
giving a' dollar a week, ~om.e more, s.ome less. Se~d 
us a contribution, and wFth It a promise that you wIll 
send so much a week, or s.o much a month, as may 
suit your c')nvenience, f~r the ra~io fund. . We be
liev,e it is one of the biggest thmgs JarvIs Street 
Church is now attempting. The manager of the sta
tion assures us tha't CKGW is consistently heard by 
at least half a million people. If that be so, or haH 
that number, or even. a quarter, what .a tremendou.c; 
opportunity! We 'beg our readers t') g~ve what the,Y 
can, and especially to pray God's blessmg upon thiS 
ministry. 

long run, it pall~ upon t~e mind, ~nd even wearies 
the ear. The hIgh art dIsplayed m sentences, pol
ished into perfect smoothness, is 'certainl~ very won
derful but it ere long becomes very wearisome. Men 
cannot for ever look at fireworks, nor pass their days 
among artificial flowers. The prea'ching ,:"hich main
tains its attradiveness year after year IS after the 
order o.f nature, origina-l, unaffected, and full. of sp~)O
taneous bursts which the_Jaws of rhetoric. would 
soarcely justify. Homely Hlustr:lltions, a touch of 
quaintness a fulness of heart, thorough naturalness, 

, I ' and outspoken .manliness are among. the e ements 
which compos~ a ministry which wi1l wear, and be 
as interesting at the end of twenty years as at fir:;t. 
Of the refined politeness IJf a drawing-room most peo
pIe Ihave enough in a single evening; to <:ontinue such 
a manner of intercourse for a week wou'ld be intoler
a'ble' but the f,amiliar ~ommunion of ,the family never 
tires: home's genuine and spontaneous fellowship 
gr,ows deal'er every year. The paral!el ho'lds good ?e
tween the deliverances of a grandIloquous elocutIOn 
and the utterances of a warm heart. The Primitive 
Methodist, being asked to return thanks after dining 
with the squire, thanked 'God that he did not have 
such a good dinner every day, or he should soon be· ill'; 
and when' we have oc,casionaHy listened to some great 
achievement of rhetoric, we have felt the same grate
ful sentiment rising ·to our lip. A whipped cream or 
a sillabub is an exceUent thing oc.casionally, but it is 
very easy to grow tired of iboth of them, while bread 
and cheese or some suc!h homely' fare can be eaten year 
after year with a relish. If it be natur,al to a man to 
be very -elegant and rhetori'cal, let him be so; flamin
go~s and gir,affes are as God made them, and there
fore their long legs are the. correct thing; but let no 
man imitate the proficient in an elevated style for 
geese and sheep would be monstrous if perched on 
high. To be sublime is one thing, to lbe ridiculous is 
only ·a step remov,ed; 'but it is another matter. Many 
in labouring to escape rusticity have fallen into .fastidi
ousness, and so into utter feebleness. It may be that 
to r,ecov,er their strength they will have to breathe 
their native air, and return to that natural stY'le from 
which they hav~ so laJboriously depart~d. 

FATHER SEWELL, A'ND THE COLLECTION. 
WANT OF NATURALNESS IN PREACHING. By C. H. Spurgeon . 

. By C. H. Spurgeon. . He could not help being absent from the meeting, 
Sydney Smith tells us :-"I went, for the first tIme but his heart was there. His f.eet would .have carried 

in mv life, some years ago, to stay at a very gr,and and him down to the chapel two hours before, only duty 
beautiful pla·ce in the country, where the grounds ar.e forbade. As soon, however, as he had concluded his 
said to be laid out with consummate taste. For the business, off the old gentleman w,alked, saying to hilp
first three or four days I 'was perfectly enchanted; self, "I'm afraid I shaH' be too late, 'but I shall at least 
it seemed s,omething so much 'better than nature that s.ee how they have,got on. The L0rd grant a.blessing, 
I really began to wish the earth had been laid out ac- on the meeting and the work in 'hand!" It was Father 
cording to the' latest princi~1es of improvemen.t. . .. SeweU~an Israelite indeed-the very image of Old 
In three days' time I was tired to death: a thIstle, a Honest in Bunyan's Pilgrim. There had been a meet
nettle, a heap of d~ad bushes-anythin~ that :wore the ing to raise money for home mission work, and the 
appearance of aCCident and want of mtep.tIon-was . coHection had just been made when the old gentleman 
quite a relief. I used to escape from the made grounds, entered, and the deac')ns had brought all the plates 
and w,alk upon an adjacent goos'e common, where the . into the table-pe,w. The pasto.r no sooner caught sight 

• cart-ruts, gravel-pits, bumps, irregularities, coarse un- of his aged friend than he said, "Our friend, Mr. Sew
gentlemanlike grass, and aU the varieties produced ell, will I am sure close the meeting by offering prayer 
by neglect, were a thousand times more gr.atifying than for Goel's blessing on ,the .proce.edings of this evening." . 
the monotony of beauties the resuLt o,f design, and Father Sewell stood up, but he did p.ot pray. He did 
crowded into narrow confines." nat shut his eyes, but, on the contrary, seemed look-

Now this is . precisely the result produced upon ing for something. He did not clasp his hands, but 
most 'hearers :by a too eI.a:borate styIe of preaching. put them into 'his pockets, and fumbled there with 
At first, it astonishes, am~zes, and delights; bu~ in the (Continueg on page 13.) 
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tltbt 31 arbt~ 6trttt ~ulptt 
THE INFINITUDE OF THE LOVE OF GOD. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist. Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, August 17th, 1930. 

<I Broadcast from Station CKG:W 690 K.c. 434.8 Met~es ...... ! .... 
(Stenographically Reported) 

"Herein is love, not that we loved .God, :but that he loved us, and 'sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for OUi!." ,sins."-I J·ohn 4:10. • . 

Prayer Before the Sermon. . 
We acknowledge, -0 Lord, as we come to Thy Holy Word 

that we have no faculty -wherewith to apprehend the truths 
therein revealed. unl-ess Thou: dost by Thy Holy Spirit en
lighten our understandings. The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the 'Spirit of God, for they are spiritually dis
cerned. Be pleased, 0 Lord, to grant us the presence and 
illuminating ministry of the Holy Spirit this evening, here 

. in this building, and wherever the testimony of Thy word 
shall r~ach at this hour. As Thou didst open the heart of 
Lydia that she attended to the things that were spoken by 
Paul, so 'be pleased, 0 Lord, to open many hearts that they 
may receive the truth in the love of it, and may in Jesus 
Christ ,behold the Lamb of God Who taketh away the sin of 
the world. . 

0, make this .service a means of salvation to a ·multitude 
of people. 'Grant, we ,beseech Thee, that hundreds'may pass 
fro:m death unto life !because theY' shall hear the voice of the 

. Son of God and live. We ask it in His name and for His 
glory's sake, Amen. - . . 

"Heroein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be -the propitiation for 
our sins." . 

Of all the words in human sp,eec;h. there are few 
words mo.re difficult to define than the word which is 
so prominent in our text this eventng, the word "love~'. 
We hear much about it, and yet perhaps scarcely know 
what it really is. There are so many different kinds 
of ,love. There are so many degrees of affection. There 
is parental .1Qve, filial love, marital love, the Jove of 
country, the love of money, the love of life, the 'Iove 
of a thousand things. Perhaps the quality of love may" 
generally best be understood by ,the character of the 
object to which it is directed. But all these kinds oJ 
love which have their iIlustration and exemplification 
in human and temporal relationships, fall immeasur-' 
·ably short of love at its highest, the love that is of God. 
. That is what our context tells us, that· "love is of 
God" and that whosoev·er loveth-not who~oever says 
he' loves, nor whosoever talks about love,-but "every 
one ,that loveth is born of God." 

Whatever belongs to God' is infinite in its quality. 
Corislider any attribute of Deity, and it transcel}ds 
immeasurably the same quality in a human life. Think 
0'£ the knowledge. of God, .for instance .. How d'ifferent 
it, is from human knowledge! We have our limita
tions. Men spend a lifetime in seeking to become 

. expert' in one department of knowledge. How little 
we know at best! But when we speak of the knowl
edge of God we must think of a quality that is infinite, 
of Omniscience, for "all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do". All 
history, all .. current events, alL the future, the secrets 
of nature, the 'hidden things of the human heart
,thes'e are ·all open to His view, and nothing is hidden 
from Him. 

When we speak of His 'wisdom, . surely we must 
remind ourselves that there are no bounds set to the 
wisdom of God. We are amazed sometimes at the 
skill of ~he human investigator, when, let us say, ,in 
the realm: Qf .physics he brings hidden things ,to light. 
Buf whether he applies his superior knowledge and' 
wisdom to the atom, or to the 'electron, or to the con
sideration of immeasurable stellar spaces, wherever he 
looks he discovers that all things are subject -to law,' 
and that that law is perfect, that all the operations of 
natural forces are directed according to a plan .. 
N'othing is haphazard. There is no accident. . Every- . 
thing is divinely ordered. WeJ.I may we exClaim, "00 
Lord, ·how manifold are -thy works! in wisdQm hast 
thou made them all: the ,earth is full of thy riches." 

What if we think ,of His righteousness', His me~cy, 
His faithifulness, or His power-all these are qualities 
of Deity, a part 0.£ the Divine Essence,and ,everyone 
infinite in measure. 

Perhaps 'we can understand the power of God more 
easHy than some attributes of Deity. W·e think we 
know a little about power,-the power of steam, and 
of water, and .of electricity, of compressed air, and of 
various chemical combinations such as TNT, and 
dynamite, and a great many other things which men 
use to supplement their own ,energies. But great as I 

these are, how very .small they are compared with 
natural forces. How the earthquake shakes to the 
foundations men's proudest achievements! How the 
lightning splits the sky, and outdoes the most terrific 
military bombardment! Think of the p'0wer of the 
ocean, of the power of water in general as illustrated 
iIi this energy which lights this building, ventilates it, 
and 'plays the organ! Yet really we know nothing of 
the power of God! I read to y.ou this evening that 
He "measured the waters in the "hollow ·o.f his hand, 
and meted out heaven with the .span, and compre
hended the dust of the earth in a measure, .and weighed· 
the mountains in scales,and the hills in a balance". 
Even the nations are but as' a drop of the bucket,
China and India with their teeming millions. "He 
taketh up the isles as a very little thing." 

Yet the power of (iod in its fulness is but a part of 
His personality, it is but 'an ·element in the Essence of 
Deity; whereas love is a combination of all these 
qualities, for "God is love". It is' not only said that 
love is of God, but that God is Himself ,love. And all 
these attributes-as we call them, because we attribute 
these qualities to God-a11 these attributes or qualities 
are Qut elements in the divine spectrum; they are but 
a p~rt of the essential nature of God.; and all combined 
make up that which God really is-and "God is love". 
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How, then, shall we coin a word that is adequate to 
expl'ess the love of God? What do we know, any of 
us, orf. the love of God? "Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but ·that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 
the p~opitiation .for our sins." 

I. 

Let it be clearly understood, then,. that WE SHALL 
NEVER FIND TRUE LOVE EXEMPLIFIED IN MAN'S ATTI
TUDE TOWARD GOD. The truth is, men do not love God. 
I know that men have very often evidenced a deep devo
tion to their conception of God. Men have formed their 
·own idea of who and what God is, and they have 
bowed do·wn to go.ds of their own making. They have 
sometimes given themselves unreservedly to thes'e 
objective representations; they have made graven 
images, they have worshipped before stock and stone. 
But these are not pictures .of God, for "no man ha:th 
seen God at any time". . 

Sometimes men have manifested the same passion
ate devotion to a religious idea subjectiv.ely enter-

. tajned, to a philosophy of life, to 3: certain system. 
Mohammed.anis~ supplies an example of what I mean. 
Men have given themselves whole-heartedly, even at 
the cost of .Iife~ to the propagation of what they con-
ceived to be the will and the work of God. . 

. But you will not find true love exemplified there, 
for men have been devoted only to their own concep
tions of .God, to what they thought God was; and in 
many instances, perhaps at bottom always, to· what 
they wanted God to be. But the only true knowledge 
of God that any man can have comes ·by divine revela
tion; it is by God's disclosure of Himself 'that we come 
·to know God. When He teaches us Who and What· 
He is,-and when thus ·God is revealed, men do not love 
God. They may love religion, they may love their 
temple, they may.love their "cause"; bu~ God Himself, 
the Centre of all things, is not the object of natural 
human affection. 

If I had time to trace the self-disclosures of God in the 
works of His hQ:nd, I could show you that men have 
darkly judg~d of God 'by what they have seen of God 
:in nature. T1).ey have f.eared the Great Spirit, they 
have sought to placate their Deity; but they have 
never conceived of Him as a Father Who pitieth His' 
children, or as One Who really loves. 

The Bible itself .is a revelation of God. It is full of 
representations of God. And while those who are 
spiritual·ly .enlightened l.ove it, those who are in the 
carna~ state hate it, and the God therein revea.1ed they 
do not love. You remember how Stephen said, "Which 
of the prophets ~ave not your fathers persecuted?" 
Throughout the entire Old Testament the story is the' 
same, ,that every man who has carried a message of 
the lov·e of God to men has' been persecuted, has been 
hated, and often has been slain; because men do not 
love God, nor the word which He sends them. 

Tnen at last you remember how God gave the world a 
picture of Himself. There came One Who said, "He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father." Men were told 
to :think of God in terms of the revelation of God in 
the tace of Jesus Christ. What was the world's verdict 
when He came Who was the express Image of the 
Father's· Person? They. brought Him to the place 
called Calvary, and nailed Him to the cross I . How 

true it is to-day, as it has always been, that men, of 
themse~ves, do not love God! 

II. 

But here is THE CONTRAST, "Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us." What a wonder that 
is, that He should love the unloving! Love begets love. 
It is very difficult for one to fee·l unkind to one who 
feels ·and manifests an affectiop. toward ·him. Love 
will always beget some kind of consideration for the 
one who loves. 

But we, on the other hand, have not loved God. And 
though unloving, unlovely, and unlovahle, yet the 
truth is that God has loved us, and .loves us still. That 
is the wonder. And He has man~fested that love 
by sending His Son. How strange·~ truth! I know ~hat 
you have become familiar with it, but I can under
stand how people who have never heard the gospel, 
when they hear for the first time th~ wondrous story 
that God sent His Son into the world, ·conceive of it 
as .being the most startling inteIligenc~ that could 
possibly be communicated to men. Think of it again, 
familiar as you are with it, that herein is the love of 
God manif.ested, that He sent JIis ,only begotten Son 
into the world. That is where we are to attempt to 
measure the ·love of God. 

I suppose the most popular man in the British Em
pire to-day, His Majesty the King alone ·excepted, is 
the Prince of Wales. He has, in some strange way, 
won not .only the respect but apparently the affection 
of countless millions of peop.le. In all "the history of 
this empire I suppose thefle never has been one .who 
has travelled more extensively; certainly no repre
sentative of the royal house has gone into the farthest 
corners of the ·emp'ire as has the Prince of.· Wales. 
Often he has gone by invitation. He· has been invited 
hundreds of times when it was impossible for him to 
go. But wherever he has gone he has be'en' received 

" with open 'arms, and open hearts, and has been 
accorded the utmost hospitality 0.£ the ·communities he 
visited. And when it is known that every part of the 
empire is loyal to the throne, and that no one is more 
welcome t1).an the heir to the'throne, it is not surpris
ing that the Prince should find pleasure in visiting 
even the outposts of his father's dominions, and play
ing the part of a messenger of good will. 

But supposing a part of the empire were in open 
rebellion, not only against the British connection, but 
particula1."ly and. sp'ecifically against the crown, and 
against the royal .house, would you expect then that 
the prince· would go unarmed, walk into the very teeth 
of danger and risk his life to carry- his father's 
message? He might be willing,. but the governments 
of the empire everywhere would protest against the 
risk incurred. 

And this was a rebellious world, a world that was 
in arms against God, where there was not to be found 
anywhere one loyal heart, but where it was true that 
"aU are gone aside, they are all together become filthy: 
~here is none that doeth good, no, not one." To this 
alienated planet, to this world that was fu.ll of the 
habitatiotliS of cruelty, where. ev~y heart. and every 
"mind was enmity against God, and was no.t subject to 
the law of God, even to this· world the Son of God 

. came. "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
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that"he loved us, and sent his Son." That is the most 
marvellous truth that can engage our thought, that 
the' Ma~er 0.£ all worlds has taken upon Himself our 
nature, has condescended to our low estate, has made 
Himself ,partaker of our infirmities, in the' sense at 
least .that He was touched .with the feeling of our 
infirmities. He came to speak our language, to live 
our life, to subject Himself to the conditions of life 
to which we are subject, in order that thereby He 
might manifest the love of God to us. 

III. 

And yet that is not the story of my text: that ·is but' 
a part of .it. God sent His Son into the world? . Yes; 
but we shall never know the love of God if we think 
of Him merely as Heaven's Ambassador Who comes' 
to persuade us. to -a better way 0'£ living. We shall' 
never be able to measur·e the ,love of God if we think 
of Jesus Christ as One \Vho has come to set us an 
example merely, that we might follow -in His steps, 
He has come for this purpos'e, but they have· not 
known the g.ospel who stop at that point. "Herein 
-is love, nO't that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son." 

God' manifested His love for men, not by ignoring sin, 
but by dealing with it. Nowadays the pulpit is much 
·exercised in discussing the love of God, but in too 
many instances fails utter,ly to recognize that the basic 
principle of the gospel is that it is a mes'sage concern
ing God's way ,of saving men from their sin. You will 
never be a:ble to understand Christ, you will never be 
able to understand His teaching, you will never be 
ahle to understand the genius of His ministry, the 
philosophy 0.£ His death and resurrection, unless first 
of all you recognize that He came into this 'World to deal 
'with the awful fact of sin. That was the purpose of His 
coming. . 

What it one w,ere. smitten with some deadly plague 
-with smallpox, with cancer, with leprosy, with 
yellow fever, with any kind .~f malady that ordinarily 
spells death, how would you show your love for such 
an one, f.or one the victim of such a disease? Would 
you buy for him or her some silken rohe? \Vould you 
clothe him in purple and fine .Jinen? Would you ex
pend your ·energy in procuring gems, costly jewels 
wherewith he might hedeck himself, or she herself? 
Is that how we show our love for on e who is ill? 
Would you build him a great mansion? Wo~'ld you 
provide him with a great estate? Would you give him 
a great name that he might he number.ed among men 
of renown? 

You remember the story 'of N aaman who "was a 
great man with his master, and hqnourable", who .had 
many victories to his credit, who was capt;:lin of the· 
hosts of the king of Syria-but who was, in spite of it 
all, a leper. All the good and pleasant things of life 
wer·eto him reduced to ashes by the deadly plague that 
was -in his bLood. And no one could minister to the 
captain o,f Syria's hosts, or manifest a real affection 
for .him, who ignored that basic consideration, that he 
~a~~ .' 

Nor, my dear friends, could ·the love of God be 
understood-or, indeed, is the love of God manifested 
~y a pr<?mise of the' city foursquare of which the choir 
sang a few mo~ents ago. Of what avail is it to us 

that in the Father's house are many mansions if we 
are afflicted with that worst of all plagues which must 
for ·ever separate us from a holy 'God? God manifested 
His love to us, not by passing by sin, not by ignoring 
it, but by dealing with . it, 

And what manner -of legislators or governors, give 
'£ullest proof of their love for the people to-day? 'Will 
you make good highways? . Will you provide better 
trade? Will you make it poss·ible for people to amass 
riches? Of what avail is that if 'lawlessness be per
mitted to run rampant in the land? The greatest good 
that our rulers can .bring to this people is to stamp out 
Jawlessness, to stamp out such crime as this last week 
has. witnessed .. It it takes all the power of the state· 
and an army .O{ .men to do it, that thing qught to be 
killed and made impossible anywhere in the British 
dominioOp.s. To· allow that plague to continue-as' I 
am sure' it will not be permitted to continue-would 
be to work the greatest possible injury to the country 
in which we live. . 

Our God dealt with lawlessness, for sin is lawless
ness. He knew that sin had hell at its heart, and that 
it would be impossible for men to be happy here or 

. hereafter unl,ess they were saved from their sin. 
God sent His son to deal with sin, and He did deal with 

it. He dealt ;with it personally. He came to find proof 
.00f its heinousness .. There is a terrihle story in the 
Bible which I am almost afraid to refer to, 'and yet 
I will, because it illustrates this t·errible principle that 
I am he're trying to expound as a foil and background 
to the outshining of God's redeeming love. V{hen the 
ang,els tarried at Abraharp's tent they said they would 
go down to the cities of the plain,"to see whether they 
have done altogether according to the cry of ·it", the 
Ang.el 0.£ the Covenant" Himself, none other than Jesus 
in the Old Testament, said, "I will go down into that 
sink of iniquity and. find _out for myself what sin is." 
'And he found out! And later, "when the fulness of 
time was come," He came· from the glory, wrapp~d 
HimseLf about with ·our nature, and took on Him the 
form of· a 'servant; and was made in th.e likeness of 
man, yet revealed God in all the splendo~r and perfec
tion of His absolute holiness. When He thus ap
peared, sin lifted its hand against Him and dr:ove its 
spear ·into His heart and put its naBs through His 
h'ands and f.eet, and put a crown of thorns, the very 
,fruit of the -curse, upon His brow! "He hath made 
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin j that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him." . 

Oh wondrous love of 'God, that He should have 
taken our sin upon Himself, dying in our room and 
stead, Himself paying 'the penalty of the broken law! 
He came to be a propitiation for our sins, to supply 
that to tne Divine Holiness which .our sins 'had out
raged, .for God is a part of His law,-as I have often 
told you: His law is a transcr·ipt of His natur.e j and 
you cannot break His law without stabbing Him to 
the heart. He came, and because He was infinite in 
'all the qualities of His Being, He took into His own 
heart the wodd'sgreat grief; He took upon His own 
spirit our sorrow. "The Lord 'has made to meet upon 
him the iniquities of us ~11" j He was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 

. chastisement of' our peace was upon him j and with 
'his stripes we are healed"-"Herein is love, not that 
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we loved God"-shame on us, but it is true-"not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us"-blessed he His 
name for that, 'but especially that He "sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins.'" 

He has removed every barrier that 'stood between 
us and communion and fellowship with, the Holy One. 
He 'has thrown wide the gates of pearl, and it is pos
sibJ.e for the worst of all sinners now to wash in this 
Fountain of which we have been s,inging, and be made 
whiter than snow. 

There is some man wh.o has not been at church f.or 
many y,ears who hears me to-night. He is ashamed 
of the l"ecord ,of the past. He knows that he cannot 
separate himself from it. But I bring you this mes
sage, my brother, where 'you are, perhaps in a garage, 
or somewhere 9ut in the country, in a restaurant, or 
perhaps, a pool-room? You say, "My life is behind 
me, and I have nothing before me. It is wasted and 
done, and I should be glad .to be ,out of it all-and 
I should be if only I knew where I was going." I 
bring you this glad news, that in spite of the fact that 
you have n.ever loved God, He loves you; and that He 
has manifested His love in this, that He has sent His 
Son to make it possible to blot out all the sins of the 
past and to make you fit not only for the company of 
angels, but to make you to stand at last in His holy 
presence without fault before the throne of God,-

"N one but Jesus, 
Can do h'elpless sinners good." 

We wiII s,ing for 'Our invita:tion hymn, 

"I will sing the wondrous story." 

How many of you ,this evening ~ill respond to the 
appeal of the love of God? There are some here. who 
need Christ, and He is ready to receive you. Will 
you,come just as you are, without one plea? Do not 
wait to make yourse.l£ better-just come. And will 
you who are Christians, if ther,e is a itranger ]Jeside 
you,' enquire of that stranger whether he or she is 
saved or not; and if not, il;lv~te such an one to come? 

There are some of you who believe who witness,ed 

,that act of obedience on the part of that little -boy 
this evening. You felt rather ashamed that that litde 
hoy had run ahead of y,ou in doing God's will. When 
are you going to catch up? When are you going 'to 
dQ as God tells you, and be buried with Christ in bap
tism, and rise again to walk in newness of life? ' 

Someone came this morning and said, "You did not 
give an opportunity ,this morning to those who wanted 
to come into the fellowship' of the church to indicate 
their desire." I am s'orry I neglected that, but I give 
th'e invitation now. If you believe with us, if you 
believe this glorious gosp'el, come as we sing,-

"I will sing the wondrqus story 
, Of the Christ who died for me; 
How He left His home in g,lory, 

Fflr the cross of Calvary." 

Will you not come as we sing? I am sure many 
want to come. 

"I was lost: but Jesus f.ound me-
Round the sheep that went astray; 

Threw His J.oving ,arms around m~, 
Drew me back into His way." 

That is how you were saved, is it not? He went 
after you. Let tis sing it to His praise; and wiII you 
not come as we sing? And I invite you who are not 
in this building to-night, someone who is listening to 
the gospel a,J.one, yet the Lord is with you. Just as 
we sing this verse, lift your hand and say, "0 Lord, 
I 'come." Come to Christ, and send us word to say 
you hav:e come; tell Him you come, and we shall know 
it by and by. ' " 

"I was bruised: but Jesus healed me
Faint was I .from ma.ny a fall; 

Sight was gone, and fears possessed me: 
But He freed me from them all." 

Seven have come in response to God's call. Let as 
sing tliat verse again; and as we sing, are there not 
scores' here who will answer God's call? , 

(Twelve responded to the invitation.) 

UAS MUCH'AS IN ME IS." 
A Week Evening Bible Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields. 

"So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gIOSpel to you that are at Rome also.'~-Rom8ill's 1:15. 

Delivered in Jarvis Street ,B-a'p'tist .church, TIOronto, Thursday Even~ng, August 1-%h, 1930. -
(Stenog:~aphically reported.) 

The redemption accomplished by blood, of which we 
all, who believe, are partakers, imposes' upon every re
deemed s'oul an qbIigation to dedicat~ alI his capacities to 
the reception of the divine Fulness. "As much as ,in me is." 
How much is there in you? What is the measure of 
your abilities? What is your measure? A half-pint,' a 
quart, or a gallon? What is your capacity? What capa
cities have we, any of us, for the service of God? 

1. 

THINK FOR A MOMENT OF WHAT CAPACITY MEN HAVE 
FOR EVIL. You wiII remember the man who provided 
hospitality for no less than a'legion of devils. And what 

terrible potentialities for evil are in human nature! "One 
sinner destroyeth much good." 

Look a:t the records of Scripture. Think of Qn.e like 
Pharaoh, whose whole moral nature was saturated with 
evil. I mean that it had reached the point of saturation, 
wholly abandoned, until there was no room anywhere 
for God. The mind was entirely occupied with that which 

, was against God; and he could afford no hospitality to 
the truth at, all. His heart and will were so hardened, 
so petrified, he had become as adamant, and went on to his 
own destruction. Think of such characters as Aha:b, 
who sold himself "to work wickedness in the sight of the 
Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up". Put the char
acter of Jezebel beside him. In what a large house their 
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spirits dwelt! What large room they afforded for the 
entertainment of every kind of evil, and of every evil 
spirit! You remember. the story of Judas: "Satan en
tered into him".. Only a man, one solitary individual!. 
And .yet, not an evil spirit, not one of the lesser spirits, 
but Satan himself. entered into Judas! The spirit tliat 
can afford a haJbitation for God can .provide habitation 
for evil. Look to-day at what you read in the daily 
papers. Think of that murder in Hamilton yesterday; 
and the reign of crime and terror abroad to-day; as though 
all . the devils of the pit had been loosed' upon mankind, 
and, could find hospitality in a human heart! What were 
we made for? What are our capacities? ToO what pur
pose are they' devoted? ToO what end are they dedi
cated? "As much as 'in me is"? ' What are you going 
to do with your large house? Who is ·going to live there? 
To wha,t uses are all its powers to be given? 

II. 

o.n the other hand, think of HUMAN CAPACITY FOR 
GOODNESS. How wonderful it is that God should come 
and dwell in our hearts: that it should be said that "Christ 
may dwell in your hearts by faith"! The Maker of all 
worlds, the One Who bUilt :the mountains, Who set a 
boundary for the seas, Who flung a myriad worlds into 
space, Who carpeted the earth with flowers, and filled 
its hidden storehouses with treasures for our use, and 
Who uphoOldeth "all things by the word of his power", 
even He condescends to come and dwell with us-not in 
our homes only, but in our hearts. We have a 'temple 
that is big enough for God to dwell in. Oh, think of 
how richly God has dwelt in human nature! Just call 
before your mind the procession of the heroes of faith: 
Enoch, who, in the twilight of human history, "walked 
with God", and was so absorbed with God that God took 
him. Noah found favour with God, and in the midst of 
abounding iniquity obtained grace to walk daily in com
pany with his Maker. Abraham talked with God as a 
man talks with his friend, and he was separated from 
everything and everybody, and shut up to God, so that he 
had a far view of the future, and saw Christ's day. and 
was glad. And Moses! . What a character he was! He laid 
the foundatioOn for all that is true and good in all subsequent 
civilizations-a ·man who walked with. God, and who 
"endured as seeing' Him Who ~s invisible," 'Thus I might 
call the roll of all the prophets right down through' the 
ages: Daviq, who saw God in everything, the seraphic 
'Isaiah.; Jeremiah, who had a heart that was 'big enough 
to sorrow for the sins of the world; and Ezekiel, who 
looked into heaven itself. How measureless are our capa
cities of God! The New Testamen·t also is full of the 
biographies of men,-most of them brief, some of them 
a little more etxended-whose names are written in this 
honour roll, because they became the habitations of God. 

"As much as in me is, I am ready." What is in you? 
'Well, a sanctified imagination, as well as a quick
ened and purged conscience. What do you see with 
your imagination? I pity the m~n who has no imagina
tion. He is like one who lives in a house without win
dows, and is in eternal darkness, an.d who is chained to 
the things about him; who can .neither fly nor go, to reach 
immortal joys. What a blessed thing it js to have an 
imagination,-to have an aeroplane of your own! Talk 
about the R-l00! An imagination lis worth more than 
an airship any time. The aeroplane or' airship has to be 
replenished. It may haye a tear in its fabric; and it can 
stay up for just a little while, or fasten itself to a moor
ing mast here and there. But ~magination is like a bird 
that- needs no resting place: but spreads its wings and 
flies away. Where does your imagination fly? In the 
realm of the material? Does it see nothing but houses, 
and lands, and material concerns? Is it a bird of the 
earth, a barnyard fowl that can scarcely fly over the 
fence; or has it the mighty pinions of an eagle to fly into 
the very face of the sun? ' , 

How do you use your imaginatiOtli spiritually? . What 
spiritual dreams do you dream? Do you ever imagine 
what it would be to be like Christ? When we were 
children we dreamed of wh,at we should do when we 
grew up. What hbuses we would build! What castles 
!in Spain, we then constructed! But do you give your 
imagination play to dream what you might be as a Chris
tian? I wonder do you say, What could God do with 
me if He had "all that in me is"? If every power of the 
mind were dedicated to Him what sort of Christi.an could 
I be'? How nearly could I approximate, by divine grace, 
"the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ"? 

It was a wholesome thing when Christian people 
used to thinl<: 0.£ heaven, and wonder what it was !-ike, 
and sing· such hymns as, "Jerusalem the golden". 
We do not hear very much about heaven now. Imag
ation . seldom flies into the upper regions now. And 
yet we may be' there very soon, if we are Chris
tians, and heaven may ·be much near-e-r to us ihanwe· 
think. W·e ar·e "a day's march nearer home"; and we . 
may be nearer. home than we think. But I suggest that 
imagination, with all-its powers, should be indwdt and 
occupied by the Spirit of God. A spiritua!-ized imagina
tion that can anticipate the glories of the future, and 
lift tis out .of the ·common things of earth, and' take us 
on an excursion into the heav,enlies, will do us more 
good than a trip to the mountains, or a month by the. 
sea. "As much'as in me is"'" Paul knew what that was, 
f.or he had been "caught up into Paradise", and had seen 
things that it was not lawful for a man to utter. I believe, 

,dear friends, that we may even now thus live above the 
things of time, if our powers ·of Imagination be wholly 
devoted to spiritual concerns. . 

Then there is the faculty of perception: the eye of the 
HoOw much there is in us, in our moral natures! How mind. You remember how Paul prayed for the Ephe

conscience may be. quickened, and refined, and enlarged, sians that "The ·eyes of your understanding being 
and sublimed to holy uses, until it becomes sensitive to enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope o.f his 
the approach of evil, like a barometer to the atmosphere, calling." We none of us see with our eyes; but 
or a thermometer to the temperature,-until conscience - with what ,is' .behind them, Some people are colour 
becomes instantly alert when evil draws near! God may blirid; they have no eye whatever for physical beauty. 
dwell in our moral natures· until conscience becomes a ." All that in me is": the faculty of perception, the a:bil..: 
vestibule of heaven itself. ity to discern spiritual things glorified and 'possessed by 
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the Holy Ghost! Somebody told me that they once 
heard Mr. Spurgeon pray: "Help us, 0 Lord, to wear 
Jesus Christ upon .our eyeballs." What an idea,! to 
wear· Christ upon our eyeballs, so that we must view 
everything thrQugh the medium of Christ. "The pure 
in heart shall see God." ·What is in 'Our heart deter
mines what we shall see? What does that mean? 
That we shall see God by and by; that we may see 
God when we get to heaven?· Yes; but more: we may 
see God' here and now. I repeat the quotation: Moses 
"endur.ed, as seeing him who is invisible". We may 
s·ee God all the time; we may not only see Him in the 
Bible, but we may see Him in our daily· experience,
we may see· God in .our o.everyday affairs. We shall 
read history with new interest and discernment, f'Or 
we shall see God there; we shall see Him in the record 
of our. .own liv'es; we shall see Him in current events, 
even in the dai.ly newspaper, in the office, and in the· 
shop. 

There is one of .our members who scarcely eyer tes
ti,fies without finding an illustration fo·r what she wants 
to say from the kitchen, .or from her contact with the 
children, or with the milkman, or somebody -else; and 
it is quite evident that she has a capa~ity for seeing 
God in ev.eryday affairs. No, no! we cannot live from 
Sunday to Sunday without seeing Goc;l.: we need to 
see Him all ,the time. "All that in' me is",-the per
ceptive faculty, ability to s,ee into the invisible, spirit
ualized, energized by the divine Spirit. How won~ 
derful it would be if that were dedicated to the service 
of God! 

I have r,ead of a woman who went to an oculist to 
have her ey,es examined. She wanted new glass.es. 
When he had examined her eyes he said, "You do not 
need glasses. Take your glasses off. V[here 90 you 
live ?'! She said, "In a little narrow street." "What 
can you see from your ,Iront window?" "I.can see the 
brick walls opposite. That is all I can see." "Have 
you an aftic in the house?" "Yes." "Have you an 
attic windQw?" "Yes." "Well, w.hat can you see 
fmm the attic?' "Oh, I can s'ee over the roofs of the 
houses." "And what -lies beyond?" "In the far dis
tance I can see the peak of a mountain." He said, 
"'r.hat will do splendidly. My pr,escription is that you 
spend half an hour. e'V,ery morning looking out of the 
attic window at ·the mountain peak." 

"But sir, I have not time. I am a busy housewife; 
I have a family of children. I have not time to look 
out Qt the window .for half an hour." . 
. "Oh, yes you have. You must tak,e time. That is 

my pr,escription. You go and look out of the attic 
window .for half an hour every morning. You are be
coming near-sighted: you are .loQking at brick walls, 
and china dishes, and dish pans, and a lot of other 
t.hings.; and you are losing your power to see things 
a,t a dIstance. Go and look out of the attic window." 
She did so, and ·enjQyed it so greatly that she extended 
the time from a half hour to an hour, and .by and by 
to a longer period. 

At the time ~ppoi.nted she r.eturhed to the oculist, 
and he ·examined her eyes again, and said, "I see you 
have been fQJ.lowing my order. Did· you find the 
medicine hard to take?" ".oh, no," she said. !'The 
time I spend looking away' to the hills is the happiest 
time of my life." 

" 

It was something like that the Psalmist had in mind 
when he said, "I will lift up mine ,ey,es unto the hills, . 
from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from 
the Lord, which made heaven and earth." Our ability 
to see things should be dedicated to God. "As much 
as in me is." And we shall need clear sight to see our 
mission-to find· out in what direction our appointed 
task lies. \Ve shall need clear vision to kno,w how ,to 
do the thing to which our powerS' are dedicated. 

. And then there is reason. "As much as in me is." Can 
you think? ,Can you reason? Have you an analyti
cal faculty in your head? Hav'e you what Dickens 
would call "a good· headpiece"? What about that 
faculty of the mind we call "Reason"? "Surely that 
has no place in the menta.J activities of a Christian ?". 
y,ou say. That is what the Modernists say Evan
gelicals believe. They say faith is .umeasonable. But 
do you know reasQn is an advocate: reason has to deal 
with the evidence submitted: the other facuIties of the 
mind will p1'O'duce the evidence, and then reason must 
deal with it. Have you given up your powers of rea
son to the Lord? Are they spiritualized? Are they 
dedi,cated to His service in order that you 'may, to 
your own' soul, plead the cause of Christ, and find 
reasons why 'you should believe Him more implicitly, 
and serve Him more heartily? 

And what about memory? "As much as in· me is." 
There ~re a good many people who say they have poor 
memories. I do not wonder. You can remember' 
what you want to remember. Met;nory, like 'all the 
other ,faculti'es 9f the mind, can be trained, or it can 
be neglected.' I remember before I came to J ax;vis 
Street Church I had a membership of between five and 
six hundred, and I ·ver¥ seldotr:J. consult,ed a book or a 
telephone directory to get anyone's address or numher 
in those days. I carried them in my mind. And, al
though twenty years have passed, I could even now 
call up a number of my London friends' without 
looking at the telephone directory. I know the num
ber of "their telephones-unless, of course, they have 
be,en changed. I found aft,erwards when I left it to 
someone -else, that my memory did not retain num
bers as once it had done. What do you do with your 
memory? "As much as in me is." 

I stumbled. upon a certain min,ister once in a store 
in a town in .which I was pastor years ago. He was 
a man whos'e 'collar buttoned 'behind, you know! And 
he had the clerical dress, wide-brimmed :bat, with not 
much crown! And in the course of our conv-ersation 
this gentleman at last said to' me, "W,eH, I see you 
have though:t somewhat about these matters." I said, 
"Thank you for the compliment. I have thought a 

. little." He s~id, "I wish you would :call upon me in 
·my study. I have a very large library, and there are 
some b00ks there I should like to consu'lt." I sup
pose he had a large library: I never went to see. The 
only library in which I was' interested was the one 
he carried under his hat-and that was not a very big 
one I soon discovered. 

W'hat do you carry under your hat? Yes, it is a very 
good thing to carry your BibJ.e with you; but how 
much of it do you carry in your mind ? You talk 
with any experienced. Christian worker and, while he 
may not have rh9ught of it, if you ask him the ques-. 
tion, What Scriptures does the Ho'ly. Ghost make use 
of when He uses you in any form of Christian serv-
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i,ee? Let him think that over, and he will teB you in 
the end, "The Scripture that I have committed to 
memory: the Scripture that 1 can quote. without look
ing at a book. It is the word of God ,that has entered 
into me, and :become part of me that the Holy Ghost 
makes use of :"-"As much as in me is." 

How muC'h of the Book is in you? "I have a very 
poor memory." No, y.ou have not. Let your memory 
be given up to the divine service; think of it as a great 
room with 'empty shelves, with a capacity for a vast 
amount of spiritual knowledge. Go out and buy a 
Book for yourself, and take some great passage olit 
of this Book. You have ,seen John's gospel, or 'Mat
thew, Mark, Luke, printed separately, have you not? 
You have seen perhaps the epistles printed separately. 
Say, "I am going to put the Epistle to the Romans 
into my memory. I am going to put. it on the shelf 
there;, so that it will always he ·on hand any time 1 
want' it." Store yo.ur mind with Scripture. It is 
amazing the capacity of the h1.!man memory. We have 
none of us tested our powers as we ought to have 
done in t,hat resped. We can throw op'en the doors 
of the mind to the reception of the Word of God until 
we become animated concordances; and are able to 

might remember; He gave you a power of reason that 
you might reason; He gave you perc,eption that you 
might discern; He gave you imagination. that you 
might have a creative power like unto His own; and. 
He gave you a wiU-what.for? Simply to hecome'a 
slave, a puppet? No I That is 'not how God works. 
He does not bid me' put my imagination aside; He 
comes in to possess it. He does not bid me cease to 
reason; He floods the reason with light that if may 
become His servant. He does not tell me that 1 must 
c,ease to love; He enl~lrges my heart that He may 
come in, and that 1 may love Him first of all, and 
10ving Him, love all that He loves. And as to my 
will, He gave me the power of volition. That is the 
thing that makes me a, separate entity: that is the 
distinctive quality of personality. A man has 'a will, 
as a ship has a wheel and a rudder as a power of direc
tion. Do you say 1 am to' cease to have a wil'l? No I 

"Thou seemest human and divine, 
The highest, holiest, manhood, Thou: 
Our wi'lls are ours, we know not how, 

Our wills are ours to make them Thine." 

qudte Scripture accurately [rom Genesis to Revela- And so God comes into this complex na,tur,e 0'£ ours, 
tion. And best ,of all, you will 'have your mind possessing every faculty of the mind, and by His 
stored with the \iV·ord of God, that the Holy Ghost indwelling power energizes the will-for grace does 
can take and 'make' use of it at a moment's notice, and not disfranchise the soul and rob us of our power to 

, at times when it is impossible for you to, c'Jnsult a will and to do. But He conies to dwell in us, and thus 
book. And oh, what a happy rea'ction there will be' "to will and to do of His good pleasure." And when 
upon one's own 'l'ife as ,the Spirit of God brings that His word dwells in me richly, and when into my 
word that is stored in the memory,. and makes us to affe·ctional nature 1 receive the truth itt ,the love of it, 
feel its 'sanctifying power. "As much as in me is, I He gives me spiritual perception tha, t 1 may see not 
am ready." I h on y t e Ietter of the Word, but the inner meaning: 

There is also our affectiona'l nature: "Thou s'halt - What is it Paul prays? "The eyes of your under-
19ve the Lord thy God with aU thy heart, and with standing being enlightened; that ye may know what 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy, is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the 
strength." How many of you, say in prayer meeting, glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: and aU >that is within exceeding greatness of His power to usward who 
me, bless His holy name." Why, if with all that was believe." He is to give us the spirit of wisdom: "the 
within you you were to ;bless His holy name, it would spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge I)f 
take you all .eternity to get through 'your testimony. Him"; ability to see into the heart of things. \iVhen 
M@mory, and reason, and perception, and imagina- thus He has illuminated and 'energized the whole 
tion, and affection, would aU ·come to your help, ,and man-and the will is indwelt Hke all other powers by 
in glorious concert would praise the name of the the 'Spirit of God..:...-the man intelligently and deli her-
Lord. We live too superficiaUy; we live' on the sur-. ately chooses t'J do His will, and does it. . , 
face of things: too much of our religion is on our lips, 
and too little in our hearts. "As muoh as in me is." '''One thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that 

good part, whi'ch shaH not be taken away from her.'" 
Next there is the wiN:· '''I am ready." Eyen the' What did Christ mean? He meant ,that Mary had 

will belongs to Him. P.eople talk aI'b-out surrendering come to see Him for what He was: recognized in Him 
their will. 1 am not sure 1:"hat ·it is a ,correct phras'e. ' the Son of God;'~pened her heart, and every avenue 
1 was talking with Brother Fraser last night about that of her being to the inflow of His divine p.ersonality, 
hackney;ed saying-and what in the world it means, so that she had deliherately chosen to sit at His feet 
1 p,o not know, and 1 never met anyone who did; but. as the best .possible part-not under compulsion; not 
they use i!t like so many parrots and 1 have heard so . in the sense that she had surrendered her will, and 
many people pray that they may be "in the centre been driven with a' whip; but she had yielded aU her 
of God's will." What do you mean by it? What capacities to God, and therefore chose the better part . 

. does anyone mean by '1?eing "in the c,entre. of' God's 
will"? 1 fe.ar many who use it 'have little _ idea ,what . Oh, we shall never ·become men in Christ Jesus by 
they mean by it. It is just a phrase, which is supposed any mechanical means; by conceiving of ourselves as 
to be spiritually correct. What do you mean by being mere automatons upon which :God superimposes His. 
"in the centre of God's will"? What do you mean will. The Holy ·Spirit comes to possess the whole 
1?y surrendering your will to 'God? Are we to be man, not merely the will. That is what Paul had in 
'automatons? God gav'e you a memory tha·t you mind when 'he 'said., "As much as in me if'e 1 am 

o 
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l'eady" :-when his whole being was given up tt) God, 
and God had taken .possession of 'him, he was able to 
say, "I am ready." 

"Stir up", said Paul to Timothy, "the gift of God 
which is in thee by the putting on of my ·hands." 
Everyone has some particular gift. A dispensation 
of the Spirit "is given tt) every man to profit withal." 
God ha~ qua'lined you for something; and "as much 
as in you is" you are' to summon all your powers, 
under divine' dir,ection, to the discovery of that thing 
that is in you, ft)r the use of which you were called 
into the kingdom of God. Then when you have found 
it, you are to use it. It maY' be just the gift of 'being 
kind. There are a gr-eat many people who never were 
called :to public duty of any kind, ,but wht) may have 
the gift of persona.} magnetism-of attra'ctiveness. 
Some people have the power to make friends: to win 
others to themselves. What. are you doing with .that 
gift: "As much as in me is." Lay it at the feet of 
Christ, and say, "It shall aU be used in. Thy s'ervice, 
to win pe'.)ple to Thee." Yo.u may be a veritable 
magnet through whom the power of the Holy Ghost 
shall operat,e. It may be you have a gift of personal 
approach. Some people have a peculiar gift for per
sonal w'.)rk. On the other .hand, I have known some 
p.rominent preachers who seemed .utterly lost when 
ta'lking to one personaUy. Can you talk to one ma·n? 
There was a man here from Buffalo last Monday 
night .. _ He told me that he had gone to his past'.)r at 
one time and said, !'I am no preacher, and Ican·not 
teach a Sunday School class, ~o it is. of no use to set 
me at a job like that. But if you know of any'.)ne 
anywhere that you want me to visit, I can do. that." 

. That is what we are to do: discover our gift, and then 
develop it, "As much as in me is." 

IV. 

We must discover our capacity for our special task, and 
having discovered it, say, "G9d helping me, it shall be de
v,eloped to the fuUso that I may be something for 
God." . 

No one ever became an exper,t swimmer without 
practice; or a singer, or anything else. Why is it that 
in the Lord's service if people make one attempt to 
do a big task, and fail the first time they say, "I am 
no~ gifted for that"? Of 'course you are not. The 
first time I tried to ride a bicycle that is what I thought 
-and not .only that, I thought the man who invented 
the thing .ought to be locked up. I was quite sure 
it was never int.ended for any sensible man to ride. I 
found out afterwards the difficulty was in me, not 
in the bicycle! So with everything. Strumming 
away on the piano !-I do not know how this man 
Penney ever learned to playas he does. But here he is, 
and no matter wha·t tune you pi.tch, or in what key, 
somehow, something works in his head, and out at 
.his fingers, and there it is! You can heal;" it. But that 
did not come ov,er night; that did not come without 
long practice and diligent application. 

And that is what Paul meant: "As much as in me 
is, I am ready. I. am goo'ing to develop the power that 
is in·me, and God shaH have every bit of it. And all 
these powers are to be devoted to one thing only. I 
.am ready t·o pl'each th:e gospel to you that are at Rome 
also." Being interpreted this means, "I am ready -to 

do the utmost within my power-devel,oped and aug
mented by th~ power of God-to make Christ known." 

Oh, we could be Qetter witnesses! Do you not think 
we could? We could be more .expert workmen, every 
one of us. Shall we try? Shall w~ remember that 
it is a big business-being a Christian-and it is worth 
giving years a·nd years of .'.)ur lives, all of life, indeed, 
to the one ,business of learning how to serve the Lord? 

May the. Lord bless our meditation. 

THE WEEK END IN JARVIS STREET. 
Sunday was a good day. We write that every week, for all 

our Sundays are good dayS, because the good. Lord is always 
with us whatever the weather may be. One Christian' writes 
us from !Syracuse, N.Y., 'ElX'pressing his amazement at the 
item' in the evening announcement which he heard over the 
radio, that our Sunday School attendance was· 969~ The 
attendance, of course, is down far below normal, but we are 
grateful that so many come duri~g the summer time. Morn
ing and evening there were great congregations. Weare 
sorry to hear that many churches are. attended by but a 
handful of people, and in not a few instances two congrega
tions unite in one church, and even then the company is very 
small. Yet at the :hear·t of this ,great city our auditorium, 
while not crowded as, often in fall and winter, may yet be 
said to have been practically full. Because we saw, dur
ing the very ,hot weather, here and: there part of .the back of a 
pew, we felt we should like to know .something of gene·ral 
conditions, and took' a census of six churches, including the 
three largest Baptist churches in Toronto next to J arvi~ 
Street. The report showed there were some. hundreds more· 
in Jarvis Street· than in the si£ church'ElS com'bined. 

But Jarvis Street offers no attraction but the old-fashioned 
gospel, not even an 'Ellaborate musical pro,gramme, 'but only 
great congregational singin~, and when ·the choir sings, it 
sings only hymns· in which everyone can join. Does it not 
go to s'how that the gospel ;of grace stilI has power to attract 
an:d save? 

It happened that only one was baptized Sunday ev'ening', 
and he one of the ,bright little Christians whose testimony 
we are sure was heard over the air by thous'ands. It is per
haps worth remarking that a week or so ago a young lady 
who was on holiday visiting friends in Toronto, was con
verted, and ·a week ago Sunday evening was baptized. Her 
father and mother, who are not yet Ch;ristians, were listening 
to 'our service a hundred ·miles away on the radio, and 'heard 
their daughter's name, and heard her ringing testimony from 
the Ibaptistery ;before she was baptized. We were informed 
that she received a letter later from her father, saying he had 
been strangely thrilled· as he heard his daughter's voice thus 
confessing .Christ, and expressed his own gladness that she 
had taken a s.tand for the Lord,. 

THE WEEK EVENING BIBLE LECTURE. 
This week we publish,·in addition to the s·ermon, la'st week's 

Bible' lecture. It may interest our readers to know that dur
ing the summer time our Monday night Bible lesson for 
teachers, workers, and others, has been .attended, during the 
summer, by something over two hundred; while there has 
been a good attendance at the TuesdaY' meeting, a fun attend
ance on'ISaturday, and Thursday evening, a company that 
could almos,t :be described as a "crowd". For all these mer
cies we .give God thanks. The Editor has taken no holiday 
this su.mmer, and only one, a year ago last fall for a few 
weeks, in ten years;, !but this week he takes it a little easy 
by pu'blishing the Thursday evening lecture, which is steno
graphically reported in any ease, thus obviating the necessity 
of writing a further article. . Perhaps our readers will 
excuse us. 



August 21, 1930 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (213) i3 

NOW THEN -.- ALTOGETHER 
Our. readers will remember 0ur appeal for the Am

bassador Baptist Church, W'indsor, Ontario. This is 
a young church of less than a hundred members, which 
has enjoyed ph.enomenal spiritua'l blessing. They 
have the opportunity of purchasing a church and par
sonage for $13,000.00 cash, or $1~,OOO if time is requir
ed in ~vhich case the cash payment must b.e $4,000.00. 
If they had to build 'a church and parsonage we are 
certain they could n0t provide the same accommoda-
tion f.or $30,000.00. . . 

We'have just rec·eived·a telegram from Rev. Wm. 
Fraser, the Pastor, who was lor nine years Secretary 

gr·eat that none 'but ·brutish worldings· wi'll decline it. 
If w~ are liberal in serving the Lord~ cause with our 
substance, we may e~pect Him to grant the prayers 
in which we ask Him to establish the work of our 
hands upon us.-C H. S. 

A PUZZLED DUTCHMAN. 

to the Editor of this paper, as follows: . 
"Dr. T. T. Shields, . 

"Nearly five hundred' dollars :received since a'ast Wed
nesday. Need only iIlhIi'l'teen hundred'ml()ll"e·, together with 
loan, which ds practically assured, :to secu!re ;pl'Ope:rty 
for thiWteen iIlhousand cash;' or twe·nty-three hundred! 
m·ore to make down payment .of :oouxteen thousand dollars 
()D time. T.otal Gospel W!i!tnes·s cOOif;ributions to date 
nearly ()ne Ibhousand doU·a!t'S. ConJlributio;ns !received by 
August twenty...fi:f:th will be in time. Wri'M'g ~:[ond:ay, 

A 'Wiscons'in secular paper ·contains the f.ollowing 
good story. One who does not believe in immersio~ 
for baptism was holding a protracted meeting, and one 
night proeached on the subject of ·baptism. In the 
cours·e of his r·emarks he said, some believe 'it mece's
sary to .go down into the water,' and ·come up out of 
it, to be baptised. But this he claimed to be fallacy, 

. for the preposition "into", of the Scriptures,' should 
. he rendered diff.erently, f.or it does n'Ot mean into at all 

giving full de·tails. . 
Wm. Fraser." 

The Ambassador Church has an option on the prop
erty . until August 23rd. The above telegram suggests 
that thev must have been given a few days' grace, as 
contribU'tions up :to the 25th will not Ibe too late. Mr. 
Fraser was at the Jarvis Street prayer meeting ::rhurs
day evening, August 14th. We asked Mr. Fraser ·to 

. 'C0me to the front to lead in the closing prayer, and 
·suggested that alI wh.o had anything to subscribe 
shoud meet him there. From this he will receive 
about $250.00. N'O' doubt Jarvis Street members are 
well represented also in ·the thousand dollars from 
Gospel ~Titness ·readers. But we appeal once more to 
all 'Jur r·eaders who have 'not yet contrilbU'ted, to have 
a share in making it possibJ.e for this church-which 
will soon be a big' one-to .g·ecure this plendid property 
at this .sma:ll cost. If there is not time between read
ing this and the 25th of August to send your offering 
to Windsor, . 

Send Us Your Pledge by Wire . 
and we will make arrangements to forward it. Even' 
the smallest offering will be gratefully received, but 
let there be some $25.00, $50.00, $100.00, gifts-and 
more. NOW THEN-ALTOGETHER! 

I FATHER SID.WELL, AND THE COLLECTtON. 
(Continued from page 4.) 

,much perseverance. "I'm afraid," said the pastor, 
"that my' brother did not understand me: Friend 
Sewell, I did not ask you to give, but to pray." "Ay, 
ay," said the straightfo.rward, 'Qluff speaker, "but I 

, could not pray till I had given. It wouI'd he hypoc
risy !o ask a blessing on that which I did not think 
worth giving to." There w.as not a bit of ostentation 
in the old man; it was his honest heart pouring out 
its true feelings, and, odd as his' behaviour seemed, 
his conduct preached the whole congreation such a 
sermon as· they will not ~;oon forget. 

Prayer unattended by effort is, :before the Lord, as 
wh'en the churl saith: "Be· ye warmed and :be ye .filled," 
to a hungry man. It is a mockery and no more. Clasp. 
in supplication hands that have been free tn offering. 
Let none of us appear before the Lord empty. To be 
'allowed to give to the Eternal God is an honour so 

. times. "Moses", he said, "we are told, went up into 
the mountain, and the Saviour was taken into a high 
mountain, etc. Now, we do not suppose that either 
went .into a mountain, but unto it. So with going 
down into the water; it 'means only going down close 
by cir near the water, and being baptized in the ordi-
nary way Iby sprinkling or pouring." . . 

He carried this idea out fully, and in due season and 
styIe dosed his discourse, when an invitation was 
giv,en for anyone so disposed to arise and express his 
thoughts. Quite a number of the brethren arose, and 
said they wer·e gl'ad they had been proesent on this 
occ.asion, that they were well pIeased with the sound 
s'ermon they had just heard, and felt their souls greatly 
blessed. Finally, a corpulent gentleman of Teutonic 
extracti,on, a stranger to al'l, aros,e and broke a silence 
that was almost painful, as follows:-

"Mister Breacher, I ish so glat I vash here to-night, . 
for I h~s had explained to my mint some dings that 
I nev.er· -could pelid pefore. Oh, I so glad dat into 
does not mean into at all, but shust dos,e by or near 
t.o, f.or now I can pelie! man ish dings vot I could not 
pelief pefore. We r'eat, Mr. Breacher, dat Taniel was 
cast into de ten of lions and came out alife! Now I 
ne£er could peiief dat, for de wilt beasts would shust 
eat him right off; put now it is fery clear to my mint. 
He vash shust close py or near to, and tid nid get into 
de ten at all. Oh, I ish so gLat r vash here to-night! 

"Again ve roeat dat de Hebrew children vas cast 
into d,e ·fir.ish furnace, and dat ail alwaysh looking like _ 
a peeg story too, .for dey ·could have peen purnt up, 
put it ish all plain to my mint now, for dey were shust 
'cast near py or Close to the firish furnace. Oh, I 'vash 
so glat I vash' her,e to-night. ' 

"And den, Mr. Breacher, it ish said dat Jonah was 
cast 'into de sea 'and taken into de whalesh peUy. 
Now I never could peliev'e dat. It alwaysh seemed 
to me to pe a peeg fish story, put it ish all plain to 
my mint now. He vash not into de whalesh pelly at 
all, but shust shumpt on to his pack, and rode ashore. 
Oh, I vash so glad I vash here to-night! . 

"And now, Mr. Breacher, if you will shust explain 
a 'bassageof Scripture I shall pe, oh, So happy dat I 
vash here to-night! It saish de vicked shaH he cast 
into a lake that purns with fire and pr.imstone alwaysh 
-0 Mr. Breacher, shall I pe cast into that lake if I 
am vick,ed! or shust dose py, or near to, shust near 
enough to pe comf,ortable? Oh, I hopes you tell' me 
I shall be ·cast only shust py a good vay .off, and I vill 
pe so glat I vash here to-night! _ 

From The Sword and Trowel} February 1871. 
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PRAYING FOR YOU. repor:1is th:1IIt in 111:11 ;brane'hes 'Of Iflhe WOIIK this F'll'll rto oontinue s.tudies in·a ifll!l"the.r 
" This is -the .seas'On ,O!f ililie yellll" when a. splendid 'outlook has .been sustained 'Prep;aration:liOO" ,the gloriou·s task Oof soul

many <Xf our ·pas·tors 'are enjoying a well- am ,the oUltlooook :!lor Ithe If.urtJure .ils very wi:illIling to· which .God has caLledi me. I 
earned Tesrpi.te f;rom the ibrurden I8IIId <the p'l'Omisdng. 'am oonvinced Ithat <the medicd ~UIl'ISie 

"iheat of Ibhe day. We shau-ld lioke these T·he oSundoll'Y services have 'been WIOndJe.r- which I "purpose foolloowing will open rup 
faitlhful shepherds of the flock <to know fully.well '8It/teJnded; Iflhoe Wednesday night ~a ·greM door and effectua1:' for"!the nm
Ibha,t rtilios;e wh'O ah ''holding Ithe ropes" prayer meetings Ihave had an average foldlilng ·of '.the unsearchable triehes iOIf 
at home are sending up f·or them most IIIIttendalJlJCoe' IOf aboo<t :!lo'lity; from fifteen Chrislt.''' . ' 
earnest prayoeT':S to ;bhe 'Dhrone of grace. ,to twenlty-eighrt :people have gabhered '''I<t is· n·od; withourt; a Ihea'lit pang that 
We are asking rI1ha.t, as otfuey are bedng every Frida'Y evening 'at a eottage prayer I oontemplate leaving ifuis field of se.:rv
refreshed In body :and om mind ,by the meeti·ng; a spl'e'lldid laJbtend'ance and a'II. ree. Our people 'here have, f'l"om the 
'peace and ibeauty of God's wOOlder:foul enbhUISiiastie spiri.t ibJaV'e' mar.ked Ibhe beginning, daimed my affection and !I;o 
creation, they, may 'be glorious'ly meelii.ngs of !the Young People's Society break f'l'loon sueh a' fellowship las exiiiIIts 
streng:thened alSIo an row oand i:n spkit j.throllgloout !the !Summer; the -l'8lSl!; oOffer- among us is fIIIO mell'n oroeal. It has 
by a time of hallowed communi'lm wi-tih I ing for Ithe building fund mn'OlU'IIIted· Ito been 18. j·oy Ito have had <the privHege Oof 
God. Ibhrolllg'h Joesus Chris·t. ,So omay 'it nellil"ly two !hiundr~d doHars. For rtbis :rnoimisrtering Ito Ithe !spiritual iIleeds of 
he ;bhat they shaH :retlu"n to 'us 'again the people :are !palJ."tieuloal'lly thankful as s.uch.a j'Oyous ibody ,of Ohrisltilaru:l. Truly 
fi:1led wHfu new streDgltlh -and fresh- zellil .tire ,great need in Orillia is for a iProper in miniiS!teriil,g I ohav>e :been ministered! 
i'O:r tihe ,gIoOl1'ious wOrk '00: iPreaehing Jesus p·lace 'of worshiirD. unto, flOr, I have heen unspeaka'bly en
Christ and Him crucified. On Sundia'Y, A1lg'1lSt; 10th, a .bapti.sIIll8il ;ri.ched i'n my IOwn sorul ,by r~on of iffu~ 
"'11hollglh sundered :IJar by faith we ·meet service WIllIS held 'at rthe ·loake Wlhen five eXlperiences o:!l <the past year. I had 
Around 'One common mercy s·eat." adults alld one -boy bore. open testimony c·oveted rthe j'ay oOtf seeing the 'WOI1'k d:efi

to thei'l' :faith -in 'Christ. Between !two nitely organized ,before returning to 
and ,three hundred people witnessed rthe school, .burt; God has reserved rtJhis pri'V'i
ordinance and listened 'Ilo a: pOlWle;ri,ul ser- lege :lior ,anrother." THE PASTOR'S AND PEOPLE'S 

CONFERENCE. 
The .~stors' .and 'People's Conference 

o.:f ·the Hamd~ton and Bmntford distrWt 
of Regulllll" iBaJptists meit wirth ltihoe Failth 
RegjUloar Baptist 'Chl\1'l'ch, at Walsh, ,on 
T·uesday, August 121fu, 1930. 

mon ·on Baptism which rtJh'e .pastOl1' took "I ·am .iIlldeblted rto the members <Xf the 
OOCIaision !to del!iver. Lelt iUS ;pray that Executive Committee, to the .'Office staff, 
m'8:llY hoems were touched by the mes- and Ito Mr. Ai1;Ikinson :!lor many ilcind con
sage IIIlD.d t.hat ,1ihe seed oSIOwn may bring 'sideratio:ns and concessions IShown and 
fOl'lth mueh fMiIt. above all fOor the .glorious spirit of in-

'lfue ·morning seBlSiioon was devoted 00 
proayer with an address given ·by Rev. 
W. F. ,Madey, ,00: Sou.th ZOI1'l"8., fol"o.m J·ahn, 
17, ·under three ihead-i:ngs: (1) Prayer a 
Dynami.e ()f 'Personal Relationship Ito 

W~ rI1h:ank -God f'OT the oultloo·k 'of Ibhi'S teresot .and c&-operati'on which ih:as .been 
church WIh~eh was never more hopeful so manifest." 
than at present and f.or the warm spirit "lit :will ibe ·necess'aa:y fOor me to retuJ:n 
of fell()wship wh~ch perv:ades all its ·t-o TOl"onto 'boy Wed'nesday, .Sepl;eaniber 
activities." 3rd. I o1;frusit thatl dn the ·meantime, the 

God (-2) T.he DY'll'amic ,of Divine Pur- * * * *" 
;pos~, (3) The DYiIll&mic of a Divine p·Lan. WAVERLEY ROAD, TORONTO. 
Tohe message ,given was a 'heartt-search-
ing one !Which Slhowed pa'liticularly 'ilhe During ,the ,Pa'S'tot.'s 'absence 'On ho:li-
sini\uil:ness ,of pTayerlessneSlSl. da'Y, the firi.ends art; W'alvoerley RQad Bap-

Mter the· usual 'business of the Con- .tiSlt 'Chtn"Cih :were iPleased to receive mes
ference was ooncLuded at the ,af,ternoon sages f.rom 'oor .miososli'onoaries, Rev. A. J. 
session, Rev. :M,elchie Hemy, oOtf tlhe Lewis and Rev. and M~s. E. Hancox. 
Medina 'Church, gave an ()I\1:tl!ine of the These messages whi~h brought before .the 
Gospel 'Of JlOhn, nod;ing i1ihoe p1"olo,gue, iffue peo<ple rtJhe !present needs of Oour wOork in 
manifesltaotilOOl ,of the ISon' ,of "God, H1s Liberi·a;, were greaJtly appreciated by I8Ill. 
oonfliot with the unbelief of Ithe Jews, Let us p;my Ithat 'as our missdona.ries 
and the faith of the disciples and the vi.si.t O'llr churches' Iflhe Spirit 'Of God! mll'Y 
VlictOll'Y of !the ,Son of ·God. ?e ,~resoenlt Ibo bl~ss the ~essage 'and ;to 

.Art; the evening \SIeISISion 'Wihich was l~re hearts WIth oa deslll"e to ipTay, Ito 
eVlml!gelisitic, PastoT. Ritchie from rthe g'lVe .and oto !g'O. 
Emmoanue~ .Regulllll" .Baptist Chl\lTcch, * * * * 
Hami:1to~, .gave a rousing Gospel mes
s·age. , 

The meeltings ;l;h:rorugho.ut 'ilhe day were 
well attended, pa!l'tii.cularly for rt;h~s busy 
season 'Of othe year. M'Uch praise is due 
Ibo ilfue 'PiII:SItor 'Il'lld membe'l"Sl 'Of :Ilhe Fairbh 
RiegJu'lllll" ·BaptiJs.t ·Chureh :!lor thei!r kind
n'ess and hos·pitaUty. The neXlt m:eeting 
of Iflhe 'Comerence, to 'W'hidh a IbeaToty ~1l
vitation iis given, will be iheld at SooIt
land, ,Septemlber 9th, Rev. T. L. WMIfle, 
pre8i;doen¢; Rev. F. W .. Mesley! Secretaa:y; 
Rev. W. T. Fan, AsslS'bam ,Secretary. 

*" * * * 
OiULLIA. 

We aore gJad :00 ihear rtiliat ilfue .Bethel 
Ohl\lTCh IOf Ori'UiJa finds it abundantly tl"ue 
th'alt OUll' ,Glod ·is the 'God of rthe w'holoe 
year 'l'ound. In a s'Ummer torwn such as 
Orlollia, it is lIlIS'Ually ex.ceediingly hard 
for the churches to· maintain attendance 
and" intere·st. Yet the Bethel Church 

WORTLEY ROAD, LONDON. 
Frooon Wontley 'Road Boaptist ChuTCh 

comes the :lio11owing g-ood news': "S·tu
dent .RO'beort Bracla!ltone h'lllS' ,for othe :las<!; 
two Sundays been p~aching in the power 
of the Holy 'Spirilt, ~ on .Sunday, Au
g.uSf; 17th, a '.teen 'age iboy, a Y<l'llng girl 
and a y,oung mo.ther came f,orwoard aft 
the cl!OISe 'Of the lServ:ice seeking the Lord 
Jesu·s 'as Sav1our. ~Hi.s touch 'bas sltill its 
ancient ip~wer'." 

* * * * NORTH BAY. 
It is necelSlS'ary f.or PaISIIlor James For

orester to [:eave ltihe 'Work 'at North Bay 
SIO ;that he =In'aly continue ihis stuldiies with 
a view fbo< 'PTeparing as a medieal mis
sionary. We qu.ote fll'Om a recent letter 
from M'l'. Foorresteo:: 

"It ;Wlll ibe iIlecesary, 'as l"ou atre al
ready awaxe, :001' me rto return :to T'oronrto 

m&n of ·God's oWn choosililig wiH be [00 
in,to ifuis work." 

}';ray that the man 'Of God'lS cJt.oosdng 
will shortly 'be f'Ound. 

* * * * RESERVE THE DATE. 
Rev. and .M!l'IS. Edward Hanoox are 

scheduled Ibo lS·ail Iby S,S. Atheni:a from 
Mon1;real IOn September 19th. It will be 
neeessary fur offuem 00 le&ve '.r.Ol"ollJto a 
few days earl~er othat they Illlay have 
.meeti:ngs· in Mo<nif;real. I,t ·i.s, Itherefo.re, 
.bedng .arranged ,that a FlareweH ~eeting 
will ,be held for Ithem .m Jaxvis s.treet 
Baptist Ohuroh, TOoronto, 'on 'l'hursday 
evening, iSepteiXJ.Iber 11th. .Maike a note 
of ;the dllllte land waotch for further an
nounocemend:s. 

* * * * 
OUR STUDENTS. 

We feel sure that all of our chUll'chea. 
8Jl'Ie remembering in a special way our 
Seminary . students, 'lih&t their summer 
work fo·r the Lord may be greatly bless
ed and .may ,bring :!lorlh fruit il;o His 
honour and glory. It cheers our hearts 
to hear encouraging news from seV'Cral 
of these young men and 'We 'are sure our. 
reade;rs will be glad to share the ,ac
cO'Un<ts of their experiences. 

Student J·ohn Armstrong writes that 
he is :having a good man'Y opportunities 
for .practical work this summer. Thus 
f.ar he has spoken at 'Scotland, Hoston, 
Medina, ·and twice at Hartford. He has 
also had opportunities' to speak in the 
open-air and Ibo ,a n'Umber of young 
people. Last Sund·ay he spoke at Salem 
United Church. Let 'Us pray especially 
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that the Word given there may be two bunny r.a;1fuIts, two. cocks, four or :to U:SI thad; he slh!ouid cal!! attention ito the 
abundantly 'blessed to the salvati·on of five hens and five chicks; then two mot that it 'WI8S' siXiteen :vears since ihe. 
souls. Bl'other Armstrong' asks prayer donkeys:are due :to .be installed. There leiit 4ili!~ milliilSltry to 'Wlor.k f-or a rai:ll1oad 
f·or two yO'llng men who this Fall expect is also a new house :£or a Chinese companry. lit brought to mmd the Scrip-' 
to enter a course of study for the GoSlPel' ev.angeli!!t .and his family, rooms for ture, "No man, !having pUJt his hand lIlo 

'ministry, that -they m~y 'be ·guided to the Tibetan guests, a gues·t hall, ·a study, a .,the ploUlgh, ·and l()()kmg ,back, is fit fur 
school of -God's choos~ng. He also asks box 'lI:'oom, gatekleeper's room, harness the Kingdom of God." We came away 
fellowship in' prayer for fO'llr young room, native kitchel]., our own new house [;roJp. :the service with 'Out ;Souls unfed. 
people whom he longs to ·see led to ·Christ. with ·extra :bedl'oom and a fairly. good 

Brother Samuel Jeffery has written, garden space. The new house will be 
expres'sLng his ap;pr·eciation 'Of the Christ- ready for occupation in about six weeks. 
ian fellowship he enjoyed so greatly dur- My! how :glad we'll :be when the day 
ing his visit to rthe F.B.Y.P.A. 'Camp at comes to move In, for ·at ,present we'are 
Fisher's Glen. He felt that there was making shift in partly finished rooms. 
present '80 r.emarkaible manifestation of "We shall be glad, too, !because we 
the ,Spirit Olf God ,by which he was greatly shall ibe able to leave the Sluperintending 
helped . .since conVoales'cing from ·a recent of .building work ·and get out -Into the 
illness, ·Mr. Jeffery has been engaged f·or country with the 'Gospel .m-essage. Mrs. 
a time in' seC'Ular w()l'lk~ He has, never- Bell has be'en able to get ·out among 
theless, found many unus·ual opportun- groups ·of women while they were weed
ities to witness f·or the Lord and in this ing their .g.r.ain fields. 'Consequently 
sp:here 'of service he has been more con- many have :become friendly and ih,ave 
sciO'lls of the tl'ials and te'm'Ptations visited' roW' place to have a 'look ·round.' 
which they find who would testify for " . . '. 
the Lord in the midst ,of evil. But the ~or SIX weeks we had a Tibetan prIest 
Lord has made this experience a means . staYIng here whose broken leg, the re
of stl'en'gth to him :and of blessing to sl:11t 'of a l'obber's bullet, I mended as 
others. ,Mr. J,effery expects· to leave fo,r best I could., .several ,pieces ·of bone 
China at the end 0If .september 'or the had to ·be ;removed and the. woul~ kept 
beginning .of ·October and we know that· open. He became well In SPIte ,Olf 
the ;prayers. of ·our readers will follow a!Dateur tr~·atm.ent '~nd the day came. for 
him, as he Voentures forth in the strength hIm to l~ave. HIS three co~pamons 
of the Lore to ·preach the Gospel in tha;t went to 'hlre a yak from a tradmg post 
troubl-ed land. . for him and were attacked by six mount-

,Student Howard Hindry has been .act- ed Tibetans fr-om an enemy tribe! who 
ing as pastor ·of the ciIu.rch at M.o1f·at, took them off 'as hostages pendmg a 
Ontario, while workling. week days on settlement .o~ ·an 'old murner feud. I 

. the home Ifarm. This is ·Mr. Hindry's gave our patIent a New Te~tament and 
home churoh and we pray that 'God will als~ on.e ~or t~e .A!bbott of hIS lamas~ry, 
use his ministry to the salvation of some ~h~oh}s In TI~e~. We h~ve a ·s·tandIng 
of Ms immediate friends ther.e. InVItatIOn :to VISIt t~ere, hut our hands 

. wll be well filled WIth work m:ore near 
M-r. E. C. Wrooo, .'anolfu:et; of ()U·r .se~ll?:- to hand for many a day to come. 

axy students, h~ much enJoyed ;the prIVI1- "We 'are now praying very definitely 
lege of .preachlng. the Word at Jolly's :lior guidance as .to our first caravan trip 
Hall, MiO'Unt Den~1s, where ,the people among th~ Tibetans. We .!had .hoped to 
are at !PTese.llit wlthour!; 'a p'astor. .A1- get off -before now, but the buHding work 
rbhrollljrh rt?e aver8.igle 'IIi1iflen?'anee at the has iheld us her.e longer than we. ex
se1"V1~es. IS .. smarU, . the te~.m01!-y ,of rOhe pected. In spite of this, many o.ppor
churoh.1JS e~ded ;by:the ho1dmg of an tunities have come for s·ervice. W.e haw 
'O~..Ia~r seT'VICe ellrCi~ SUllidiar. at rohe c"Ol~- been twice to the village af the 'head 
c1U!Sl·on of the evenmg IServ;IOO. In ,thIS carpenter and had fair ·hearings. Then 
way the ~o.;;pel re~hes ;m:any peop.l:e we ihave had many patients, and my 
w:hro are wlthm ra ,hrearmg d1!stance of ~e wife has been 'on hand 'at weeding time 
mreos:sage... Mr; w.~. has also I~'ad,. on to preach the 'Gos·pel .of the glory of 
two occaSIons, the 'PrIV11~.e of dehvermg the blessed God to many women who 

, the ~ess'a;ge at !bhe m1.d-weeik pral';er might otherwise neVoer have' heard it. 
m.:eetlng of,. Waverley .Road· BaP!'ist How we thank you for your prayers' for 
Church. He "1'S g;rratef.ul. £.or .~e blesSIng we surely have been !blessedI. ·Pray for 
of .the LOil"d on the servI:ce w~Ich he has· us :as we work ·among the Tibetans with 
heen eIll8:bled 00 render In !thiS way. our three small children, the baby. not 

* * * * yet :liDur months old," 

. MISSION WORK IN TIBET. 
iBrother Geol'ge Bell, whose work is 

centred at Kweiteh, Kansuh, China, 
Wl'ites an intel'e'sting account .of the 
missionaries' experiences in that place. 
His letter ·of the· 12th of June reads a's 
follows: 

'~Our place is beginning to take on the 
aspect of ·a fully-equipped M'is.sion 
Station. When we left here by consular 
requ.est 'a little ,over three yeaors ago, 
we had not long heen in this property 

. arid were living in. only very small 
quartel's. 'Since r.etur-ning, the executive 
of the MissiQlIl: have granted permission 
to build, which we ·commenced in earnest 
in March. We now have stables for 
hors·es, mules, donkeys and cows. o.ur 
own pr.es·ent menag-erie consists of two 
mules, one a good kicker, a cow ·and her 
calf, a Tibetan' dog a·nd foreign hound, 

* * * * 
MICHIGAN NOTES. 

By ,Rev. ·C. R. Peterson. 
VACATION EXPERIENCES. 

A two weeks' v.acation in my native 
s-tarte, Irllino-is, ;netted g·ome varied ex
:perienc·es. Not ,only 'Was the drought 
evident in the ph~sical rea:lim, burt 
equ·ally iSO· in !the churches, Only the 
blind -eye oould fail to 'see r1jhe ifulfilment 
of ·Scripture in rthe .trend of events. 
T:T-U!ly, the coming 'of the Lord seems very 
nea!. 

"We preach not ourselves." 
We albtended- .s,eTVi·ces in a Ifundamenlbal 

Bapti.st :church in Chicago l1Jhe first Sun
dray. The pastor was 'away ,on ·a .vacatiOiIl, 
and a fo·rmer pastor 'Preached. The 
preacher used ;mrost of l1Jhe ·time in .p.er
sonal ,remin;iscences. lit seemed unwiJiiPe 

"We preach Christ Crucified." 
In rt!he evoening we IIlIttended lone .of :bhe 

lar~ Baptiislt ohurohes rolf Ohircagro. It 
hraa a membersrhip of !per-haps 1,500 'or 
2,000. '.Dhere werre about 60 present at 
tihis service. . Many of ·the old g,ospel! 
ih'Y'lJUll& were 1SIUIlg, and we were en
CO'Ilil'agred to expect a spiritual feast. 
,Agarj,n we were ·dis3ippoin.ted. The 'ser
mon., if it could ·be called 's'llch, was raa 
foal' lI:'emoved :furom the :gospel.as it weR 
could 'be. -In f,act, ltihere :wras no gospel 
in it at la.rll. We came and werut 'WiirthOfUt 
beimlg noticed. 

"Modernism. and Backsliding." 
·Pr8ISiS1.ng ,thrOlUiglh Joliet, Ilro()!ked up an 

o.ld friend whom I had not seen for 
many years'. We were !ilormerrlry mem.
he1'!S ;of the same church; .and Slhe W3:S 
one of Ibhe m-os·t ac·tive and de'V'OUJt Chrislt
ialllS' ~lli the chUTeh. Imlllgli:ne my sur!prisre 
to 'lerurn thad; she iIIrO II-anger even att.ends 
chUl"Ch services. 'Slhe gave as explaIl!artion 
of her rGhanrged attitude the Sltiwtemenrt 
that the world is changing, and we can't 
be as Dl8.l'l'OW as we were 'When we were 
in the --- ·Church." Then I under
stood . 

"Flies in the Ointment." 
. A real spirirt .of wor.sh~, and an at

mosphere rolf spiriltllillllity, g.reeted us a.t 
tihe First OhIIlr.ch, Kewanee, the fonow
ing Sunday Imorning. The huUd.mg was 
well 1:iHed, Ibhou.goh it .was a ,hot day. 
Orderliness' and reverence chiararcrterized 
the e.n'bi:re 'service, 'and the pre'acher's 
messl~ rang ·true ito Divine ;rrevel:ation.. 
We If·elt that this was none .other thamr 
the holllSle rolf ·God. The tp'as.tor !preaChers 
doobrinal :Ber.mons-and rohe ·people come'! 
It Wa.!S a deligfuJliflUl experience. The only 
rth:ing we couM not say a fervent "Amen" 
to, w·as· !the printed! :amn.ouncemenrt tbJalt 
the cihurclJ. wDuld V'ote art the follrowilng 
pl'8.yer meeting sernice on w!hetther they 
should invite the.StaIte Conventi()n to 
meet wi.1JtI them in· 1931. 

"Ye Must be Born Again." 
'Dhe ;y1O'1lng pastor at Buda gave IUS 

food fror rQ'Ur s-ouls. . He IDade the way ,of 
sMv'a1ii:on drear :and ip·tain, in a very in
Itel'esting manner. We had 'a delig:htf.ul 
f.el'lows~ip with !him laLter :tihe services, 
and lellll"Iled r1ihat he is brobher-in-l'aw Ito 
-one 'of our Regular Baptist l1ll-inrilsters rin 
Mie.biiig]an. 

."·Contending for the Faith." 
]I; was 'a real del.ighrt Ito drop in -on 

I>ra'91;or F·redrman ad; DaSa:He. This is ra 
RO'lll!~ 'Catholic ci!ty, nearly eighty-five 
per cent of ·the p·opulation 'being of that 
fa1rth. Bl"'other FTedrman as doing a ·good 
work iamid these sur·roundimgs. He has 
ibeen p.a:sitJor h-erre foor ne'arlry eight yellll"s, 
·and Ihis wOl'k i·s ;promising. FoOl' the past 
three years ilie has ibeen ·bro.adoasting ,the 
morning worship from 7·.30 to 8' o'clock. 
The Istation orver which he broadoasts ds 
owned raJIld operaltedi by Roman Oatholics. 
As .is· welil ilmlYWn, his clJ.lUrcIh is ()Il1e rolf 
the ,outs·tanding Reg-Illrar B:arptistt 'ohurches 
in the eounrtr.y. T.hell:'e 'are few !Such in 
the entire IState of HliDols. He needs 
OII1r ea.rneSit prayers . 
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GOD CAME DOWN TO EARTH. 
Lesson Text: Genesis, chapters 10 and 11. 

, Golden Text: "And the Lord said, Be
hold the people is one, and they 
hav~ all one language; and this they 

'begin to do: and now nothing ~n 
be restrained from them, whIch 
they have imagined to do.." Gen. 
11:6. 

I. THE GENERATIONS OF T.HE SONS 
OF NOAH, (10:1-32). 

Sons of Japheth, (v-s. 1-5). In this 
chapter and the following one 'an ac
count is given of the increase and settle
ment by orderly division of the earth's 
population. The settlement takes place 
in accordance with the place of the three
fold line of developmen~ intimated in 
the previous chapter, and IS of real value 
as a study in' genealogy, ethnology, and 
prophecy. The first s~ction records ~he 
names of the sons of Japheth, and'm
forms us ,of the particular part of the 
earth occupied by them. "By these wet;e 
the isles of the Gentiles divided in theIr 
lands, everyone after .his to~gu;" ~f~r 
their families, in theIr natl'ons ; mtI
mating in a general way that the Euro
pean coast of the Mediterranean Sea 
from' Asia Minor to Spain was settled 'by 
them. The continent itself was after
wards peopled by the descendants of 
these early settlers. 

Sons of Ham, (vs.6-20). The sons of 
Ham and their descend'ants settled on 
land to the south of Palestine, in the 
northern part of Mrica, and also to the 
eaSt· such well known places as Baby
lon "and Nineveh being mentioned in 
connection with them. In addition to the 
genealogical matter, interesting informa
tion is given concerning one of the lead
ers of that'day, named Mimrod. It is said 
o.f. him that "he began to ·be a mighty 
one in the earth. He was a mighty hunt
er 'be:f.ore the Lord." And so prominent 
was he that a proverb arose concerning 
him expressing his prowes,s in the words, 
"Even as Nimrod, the mighty hunter 
before the Lord," (vs. 8, 9). This repu
tation was -gained pro-bably from hi:; 
skill and success in hunting wild ani
mals" ,but in addition thereto 'there is 
implied his power over men in estab
lishing obis kingdom. His name inti
mates rebellion, and probably :by the use 
of stratagem and tyrannous 'method·s, he 
gained the ascendancy, and his example 
being emulated by others, the proverb 
rose. "The 'beginning' ,of his kingdom 
was Babel, and ;Erech, al!-d Accad, and 
Calneh, :in the land of Shmar," (v. 10). 
This territory throughout Scripture his
tory and prophecy is. significant of re
'beIlionagalinst God; and in the follow
ing chap'ter an incident is ,given illus
trative ·of the rebeIHoU's nature of its 
people. 

Sons of Shem, (vs. 21-32). It may be 
said in ,general of the Shentites that they 
'peopled the country to the north, and 
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northeast of Palestine in the As,syrian 
region, although some .of the places men
tioned are located to the south of that. 
Special reference is made in this part 
of the genealogy to E,ber and P.eleg, .his 
son, (v. 2), the latter name Implymg 
"division," "for in his .days was the earth 
divided." Evidently from Eber there 
ca,me two. distinct lines of descent, one 
throuogh Peleg, the other through Joktan, 
the former heing the ancestor of the 
Hebrews. 
II. BABEL, (11:1-9). 
, The condition of the people, (v. 1)'. In 

this section there is depicted an inter
esting account ()f the state ,of society in 
the days succeeding the flooc;l. r:r:he con
dition described seems in a certam sense 
to be almost ideal, though the action 
mentioned mars the picture. There is 
a striving on the part of some these 
days for a united world through leagues 
and other agreements, and 'by the ad
vocacy of the use of one language, such 
as,' Esperanto, etc.; the purpose being the 
drawing 'of me'n together that they 
might better understand each other, and 
s() live at peace, and raise the standard 
of Hfe. One would not condemn such 
eft'ects though they are bound' to fall 
short of their aim. 

The c,onditio.n descr.ibed makes clear 
the ,simple state of society in those early 
days. The peopIe _were unite~ in race 
and language; they were, m large 
measure, under one ruler; dwelt in a 
common land, ·and had a mutual purpose 
in life. But they were not obedient unto 
God. They put self ,bef,ore God, as seen 
in their expressed desire to' make a name 
for themselves. Their condition was 
therefore unsatisfactory and dangerous, 
for pride leads on to greater sin; ,and 
it 'became necessary for God to, visit 
them in His displeasure. Note the con
dition of the :wor.ld in the great tribu
lation period with its single dominant 
ruler, Antichrist, and its comm!)n re
ligious system, (Rev. XIII), in fact all 
"business, political" and religious aft'airs 
will head up IIlnder that child of the 
devil, and will, in a measure, reflect the 
condition herein described; although 
much 'accentuated. Note alos() may be 
made of the signs of the times pointing 
to this, and explanation should 'be given 
o()f the impossilbility of pleasing God in 
our own strength, and of the necessity 
of the new birth. 

The action of the people, (vs. 2-4). In 
unity, and under one leader, the people 
travelled eastward 'until they came to 
the land of Shinar, (v. 2), and there they 
sought to raise a 'memorial to them
selves. The suggestion is made' first to 
make' ,brick and burn them thoroughly, 
which they proceed to do, (v. 3). In the 
East the -custom was simply to make 
mud 'bricks, and sun dry them; but the 
,brick ,here mentioned are of a more en
during kind. Having the brick they pro
ceed to erect a city and tower, the top 
of the latter to reach unto heaven. This 
was a very ambitious programme, the 
purpose of which was the making o.f a 
name for its builders, (v. 4). As 
it was the purpose of God that 
the human family should overspread 
the earth, this action of central
ization was in the nature of rebellion. 
The will of God had heen made known, 
but contrary thereto men desired to 
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keep together. Such a union, ~h'!lrefo~e, 
'based on disobedience to the dIVIne wI!1 
was -wicked and dangerous. It, I!l~m
fested human pride, ungodly ambItIon, 
and apostasy, f'or' it was' a dis.tinct fall
ing away from the true worshIp ·af God. 
In the archaeological realm ruins are 
pointed out, purporting to be. those of 
the tower of Babel; Explanati·on should 
be made of the ,governing principle of 
life in seeking always the glory of God. 
He 'should be first, and self la~t.- . 

The consequences, (vs. 5-9). ActIOns 
bring consequences in their train, and as 
are the actions so will be ,the conse
quences, for whatsoever we sow that 
shall we also. reap, (Gal. 6:7). '.!'he 
actions described in this chapter' ~cmg 
of a dis'Obedient nature, brought Judg
ment from God. He is first described 
as c,oming down "to see the city and the 
tower whieh the children of men 
builded," (v. ,5). This is a strong w~y 
of stating His intervention in the aft'alrs 
of men. Then foollows His statement 
concerning the possibilities for evil .in 
men, (v. 6); and His decision to. con
found their language, (v. 7). ThIs de
cision was carried into eft'ect, and the 
people were scattered abroad upon the 
face ,of all the ear,th, (vs. 8, 9). These. 
consequences were in the form of a judg
ment, and were made to work 'Out the 
purpose of God in division of the human 
family -throughout the earth. Such a 
judgmezut, while drastic, was hoth wise 
and merciful, in that if the people had 
been permitted ;to remain in unity and 
carry out their own desires, they would 
have indulged in further wickedness to 
iIlhe detriment of their own physical, 
moral, and spiritual, welfare, and the 
frustration of the will of 'God. Compare 
with this confusion of tongues the 
miracle of Pentecost with its gif,t of 
tongues, (Acts 11:1-12), and note the 
contrast and purpose in each case. 
III. THE SONS OF SHEM, (11:10-::12). 

In the previous chap,ter, the genealogy 
of the three !branches of the' N oahic 
family ds ,given, and there is a return 
here to one branch in order to trace the 
anceSitry of Abram the father of the 
Jewish race. Several things are worthy 
of note, of which the first is that Abram 
came through Shem. The second ,per
tains to ,the shortening of human life 
after the flood. Noah was nine hundred 
and fifty years of age at his death, 
(9:29). 'Shem was six' hundred years, 
(11:10-1:1), . Eber, four hundred and 
sixty-four years, (11:16, 17), Peleg, two 
hundred and thirty-nine years, (11,:18, 
19) and Nahar, one hundred and forty
eight years, (11:24, 26), a continual de
crease in age. T,his may have :been' due 
to change of climate, owing to the flood; 
and there may also have ,been a change 
in the manner of life after the disper
sion. There ,is to be no,ted- in connec
tion with ,this that children were horn 
earlier in life than formerly. In the 
third' place, note the reference :to the 
migratIon, ,of Abram from Ur -of the 
Chaldees" and his arrival at Haran, 
where his father Terah died. Ur was a 
city well advanced in the culture of the 
time; although it was idolatrous in be
lief and practice, and Ithe motive under
lying ,the removal of Terah, Abra.m, and 
the others from 11, was undoubtedly re
ligious, '8S we find fl"lom the reoord of 
the following chapter. 
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RAVENS AND D'OVES 
The chapters in Genes'is recording Noah's stay in the 

ark while the fl.ood of water was upon the earth ar,e 
replete with spiritual teaching, They are suggestive 
of the preserving graoe oJ God, which provides "all 
things that pertain to .life: and godliness", and blesses 
believlers with "all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ".. ' 

I t appears from the record that Noah spent a year 
and ten days in the ark. That was a long time to be 
on shipboard. It must have been all the more trying 
'in view of the fact that the ark was stationary for 
seven, out of the twelve months. " 

. "He Sent Forth a Raven." 

About thl"e'e mon:ths after the ark had rt<sted upo'n 
the mountains of Ararat "were the tops of the moun
tain seen". After forty days "Noah .opened the win
dow of the ark which he had made: and he .sent forth 
a raven which went to and fro, until the waters were 
dried up fr'om off the earth." 

. The raven was a bird o,f prey, a bird that fed on car
rion .. It was classed with the unclean birds. And' 
when Nbah opened ,'the window and let the rav,en out 
it had n6 difficulty in finding carrion on which to feed, 
and would find pl~nty of places of. rest for its uncJ.ean 
feet outside of the ark. Its nature made it quite at 
home amid the corruption of ~he earth. 

It would be extremely int,eresting to note some of 
the characteristics ,of the raven. ,It exhibits a higher 
degree of intelligence than many birds. It is ''of a 
saucy and impudent dispositi,on. It may be taught to 
sp,eak s'entences of a few words. It resembles the 
crow, but is much larger. Thus religious ravens are 
frequen·t1y extremely bold in their profession, and 
learn to speak not a little of the language of Canaan. 
But sooner or later the raven nature displays itself, 
and flies 'away' from the shelter of the ark. One auth
ority writes as' ,follows: 

"Aristotle wrote that ravens drove their young 
from their location and Joroed them to care for 
thems-elves from the time they left the nest. This" 
is doubtful. Bird habits and characteristics 
change only with slow ages of ev.olution. Our 
ravens of today are, to all intents, the same birds 
as those of Palestine in the time of, Moses, and ours 
'fol~ow the young afi-e1d, for s,everal days and feed 
them until the cawing, flapping youngsters appear 
larger tha~1' the' parents. In Pliny's day, ravens 
had been taught to speak, and as an instance 'of 
their cunning he records that in time of drought 
a rav,en found a bucket containing a little water 
beside a sepulchre and raised it to drinking level, 
by dropping in stones." 

Weare glad toO be assured that the habits of birds 
"change only with slow ages .of evolution". We ,are 
su!;"e that the human raven has never changed within 
the knowledge of man. ( Like the raven, human nature' 
is just the same as it was in the days of Moses. 

And still a good many ravens get into the ark. 
There are many who prof,ess the religion of Christ who 
give no evidence of ,being one w'ith Him in nature. 

In the parabl'e of the sower our Lord described three 
classes of hearers ,who, hearing the word, never become" 
fruitful: the wayside hearer who does not understand; 
the "stoney plac'es" hearer who has no root in himself: 
and the thorny place he,arer in whom the word is 
choked' by the care of this world and the deceitfulness 
of riches. It is a matter of general observation that 
the unfruitful professors are quite as numerous as the 

, fruitful br~nches of the Vine. Many begin well, but 
are soon hmdered. And o'f thos'e who profess conver
sion there' are many who,' like the 'raven, leav'e the 
ark, abandon all profession of religion, and apparently 
never r,eturn to God. 

How shall we explain these ,facts? Mer,ely on the 
ground that those who thus go away are ravens. They 
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have the raven nature. )'hey find their' satisfaction in 
all that is in the world, "the lUl)t of the .eyes, the lust 
of the flesh, and the pride of life." They are well able 
to do without the manna, for their natural appetites 
pre~er the leeks and garlic of Egypt. 

Why 9-0 some churches prefer the flesh-pots of M od
ernism to the "finest of the wheat, and, honey out of 
the rock"? \Vhy do some church·es vie with the 
theatre, conyerting their platform into a stage? Vvhy 
do their members, instead of witnessing to the truth, 
take the place of actors in some questionabl.e play, and 
become puppets in the devil's pantomime? There can 
lie but one possible explanation: thos,e who thus f.eed 
on carrion inst·ead of grain are ravens with a raven 
nature and a raven taste. Such churches are not made 
up of people whom God Himself has "shut in": they 
are like some in Smyrna who said they were Jews but 
were not, but were "the . synagogue of Satan". They 
are part of that Babylon which is described as "the 
habitation of devils, and the hold .of every foul spirit, 
and the cage of ev.ery unclean and hateful bird". 

It is extremely distr.essing when, like Simon the sor
c'erer, professing Christians give c;!vi-dence that "their 
heart is not right in the sight of God," but that they 
are in "the gall of bitterness and the bond 0'£ iniquity". 
But we can reach but one conclusion when the raven 
does not return to the ark, and that is that it has found 
some floating carrion somewhere which is more to its 
tast·e than the provender the ark provides, and that its 
failure to return is but a proofoJ its raven nature. It 
was this con~ition John had in mind when he wrote, 
"Love not the world, neither the things .that are'in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the· pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And 
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. L'ittle. 
children, it is the last time: and as y;e have heard that 
anti christ shall come, even now are there many anti
christs: whereby we know that it is the last time. 

. They went out from us, but they wer·e not of us; for 
if they had been of us, they would no doubt have con
tinued with us: but they went-out, that they might be 
made manifest that they wer·e not all of us.'~ . 

"Also He Sep.t Forth a Dove From Him." 
But there is another word in the chapter that is full 

of suggestion: "Also he sent forth a dove from him, to 
see if the waters were abated from off the fac·e of the 
ground; but the dove found' no rest for the s.ole of her 
foot, and she returned unto him into the ark, for the 
waters were on the face of the whole earth: then he 
put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in 
unto him lnto the ark. And he stayed yet .other 'seven 
days; and again he sent forth .the dov.e out of the ark; 
and the dove came in to him in the evening; and 10, 
in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah 
knew that the waters were abated from off the earth." 
. The dove was a clean bird. It is always described 
in the Scripture as exhibiting the gentlest and most 
affectionate disposition. It was prescribed as an offer
ing for those who were too poor to' afford a lamb. 
Though wild and free, it was easily tamed, and soon 
became a pet. Careful of its feeding, it was one of 
the cleanest of birds. Its charact·er may be judged 

by the fact -that i~ was in the form of a dove the Holy 
Spirit came upon Christ at His baptism. Thus the. 
dove is representative 0.£ the new nature, and that 
w.hich is. begotten of the Spirit-that which is born 
again. 

Yes, we acknowledge ravens find their way into the 
ark for a while, but, bllessed be God, there are some 
doves, are ·there not? vVe must not conclude that the 
ark is full of corruption because occasionally we sc;!e 
a raven leave it. Indeed, the raven pays the ark a 
high compliment by its departure. Empty pews must 
not always be interpreted as constituting a reflection 
upon the church's ministry. On the contrary, a tem
porary'emp-tiness may be a testimony. to the spirituality 
of the pTleacher's message. You cannot hold ravens 
by f.eeding them' as doves. 

But Noah's dove fle~ abroad. over a wide was~e of 
waters dotted with many a floating carcass; but it 
Hew above a condition of life for which, it had no natu
ral affinity, to which its whole nature was opposed. 
"The do\'e found no rest for the sole of her foot, and 
she returned unto him in the ark." Thus God's true 

··children are' not wholly tak·en out of the world, but 
they are not of it, like the raven. They must abide 
in the ark. There they must find their r.est. How
ever far they roam they must, because their natures 
demand it, return again to the Ark. 

"Yet clouds will intervene, 
And all my prospect flies; 

Like Noah's dove, I Hit between 
Rough seas and st.ormy skies. 

Anon the clouds depart, 
The winds and waters cease; 

\VhiIe swe.etly o'·er my gladdened heart 
Expands the bow of peace." 

Even the Lord's true children occasionally make 
excursions, if not into the world, then over it. ~ometimes 
even 'genuine heliev.ers, for a while, forsake the fellow
ships an.d felicities of the ·Ark. God's true children,. 
like the children of men, ar.e sometimes t.empted to 
believe they can manage f.or· themselves, and they fly 
away. But ·if they are dov·es they will always come 
back again. They will find nothing in the world to 
satisfy them, no rest .for the sole of their foot, 'and will 
cry sooner or later, "Return unto thy rest, 0 my so'ul, 
for the Lord hath dealt hountifully with thee." 

After its s·econd excursion the dove returned, "and. 
10, in· her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off:' so Noah 
knew that the waters were abated from off the earth." 
Naturalists teU us that the dove does not carry any
thing in his biU, but in his mouth, and thus brings 
home what he has f.ound to share with his mate. 

If you would get tidings about the flood,.jf you would 
know how the .earth pro.sp'ers, if you would study. the 
signs of the tim.e, notwithstanding aU his academic 
degrees, you will learn little from. the raven. But you 
may I·earn much. from the olive leaf of the dove. This 
old world is a pl'etty bad place, we know, and. it is 
much easier for the raven to orient himself than a 
doY-e. Notwithstanding, there are little aolonies of 
re,g-enerated souls who are citizens of the heavenlv 
Jerusalem. There are communities of believers wh~ 
rejoice that the waters .o·f judgment have subsid.ed, 
and that there is a condition of life where there is "'no 
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condemnation". Though tl1e "whole world lieth ip. 
. the wickoed one" as the earth of Noah's day was cov
ered by the flood, the top of atJeast one mountain has 
appear~d, and an olive leaf may be plucked f~om Geth
semane's garden hard by' the plaoe called Calvary. 

Not yet are we any of us what we shall be. Not yet 
is this old world cleansed of its de·filement. The earth 
still groaneth and travail'eth in pain together until now. 
No,twithstanding, py God's go.od grace, and because, 
in the midst 01£ wrath. He re~embers mercy, here and 
there the dove can find an olive leaf to pluck, bearing 
testimony' to. the fact that "wher,e sin abounded, grace 
did much mor·e abound: that as sin hath reigned unto 
death, even so might grace re~gn through righteous
ness' unto eternal life by Jesus Christ ·our Lord." 

But have we in "this record a veiled prophecy? V..r e 
recognize the danger of· attempting to find prophetic 
principles in symbolic speech. Nor would we dare' 
even to make the suggestJion on the gioup.d· of this 
chapter in Genesis. It is' ever our practi<;e, and we 
afle accustomed to insist upOt·{ it as indispensable to 
any sound principle of biblical interpretation, that the 

. symbols 0.£ Scripture must be interpreted in the light 
of the plain teaching of Scripture: Vv.e must not pre
sume to accommodate the plain word of Scriptur:e to 
an imaginative interpretation of its symbolism. But 
here is a delicate su,ggestion, "And he stayed yet other 
seven days.; and sent forth the dove; which returned 
not again unto him any more." For by that .time the 
flood ofjudgment had abated, the waters had subsided, 
and the earth was once again made habitable even for 
a dove. 

We are promised that there shall be a day when the 
who~e cr.ea.ti,on "shall be d~livered from the bondage 
Olf corrupti~n into the glorious liherty of the children 
of God. For ~ve know that the whole creation groan-' 
eth and travaileth in pain together until. now. And· 
not .only they, but ourselves also, which have the first-

. fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, th~ redemp
tion of our body." Yes, "we, according to his promis.e. 
look for new heaV'ens and a new earth, wherein dwell
eth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing ,that ye 
look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found 
oof him in peace, without spot, and blameless." 

There is a rainbow roundabout the throne, and He 
Who sitteth upon the throne has declared, "Behold, 
I make all things new." He will come again in per
sqn; and for those who have been made partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world tprough lust, and who have grown up 
into Christ in all things, ~hen at His coming, "this 
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass' the saying that is wr.jtten, Death 'is 
swallowed up in victory." And we shall see what 
Johil saw when -he said, "And I saw a new heaven and 
a new earth: for. th<: first heaven and the first earth 
were past away; and there was no mOfle sea." The 
flood shall forever be at an end. The tabern~cle of 
God shall be with men, and He will dwell with them. . . 

"For lo! . The 'days are hastening on, 
By prophet bards foretold, 

When with the ever-ocirclnng years, 
Comes round the age o.f gold; 

When Peace shalloV'er all the earth 
Its ancient sp1.endors fling, 

And -the whole world send back th~ song 
Which now th~ angel~ s'ing." 

HOW GOD HAS USED. uJ'HE GOSPEL 
.WITNESS" IN ·IRELAND. 

(The following incidentFl were related in an addre~s in 
Jarvis St. Church by Rev. Herbert Hunter, who has been 
,visiting Canada this summer,. Thursday evening, August 
2] st. Believing many of our readers who continually 
pray for God's blessing upon "The Gospel Witness" 
would be interested in this story, we asked Mr. Hunter 
to Jlut these incidents on paper for our readers. Ed. 
G.W.). . 
It gives me great pleasure to inform your reader's how 

some poor sinners in dear old Ireland have heen blessed 
through reading the published' sermons in The Gosprl 

'-Witness. About three years ago two women from County 
Sligo, West Ir~lanrl, were baptized on profession of their 

. faith in Christ. Western Ireland is one of the most neg- , 
lected mission fields in Europe, and there. has not been <'! 
Baptist testimony there for the last sixty years. Although 
three hundred years ago there was a flourishing church in 
Galway anc;l about sixty years ago Rev. W. Hamilton 
laboured indefatigably in County Mayo, there is to-day 
not a single Baptist church along the Atlantic coast line. 

. I was anxious to know how these women from Sligo 
'heard the gospel and learn~d the truth of believers' bap-, 
tism, and was informed it was through reading a sermon. 
preached by Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Some time after this I was present it a baptismal service 
in Harcourt St. Church, Dttblin, and after the man had 
been baptized by Rev. L. E. Deens, he told us how his 
brother had been saved in Jarvis St. Church, Toronto, 
Canada. His brother prayed for the conversion of his 
friends in Ireland, and sent them home The Gospel 
Witness every week. "It was while reading that paper," . 
said the man, "that I was convicted of sin and leq. to put 

. my trust in the Saviottr. Since theI). my desire has been 
to be baptized in obedience to the Lord's command." \Ve 
were· very' glad indeed to give the hand of fellowship to 
this brother, and although he is miles away from the 
nearest Baptist church, he is kept in touch with our work 
through The Gospel Witness and The Irish Baptist. 

When I was a student in the Dublin Baptist Seminary 
I was invited by Captain Reginald Wallis to conduct a 
gospel service in Enniscorthy, County Wexford. After 
this service I was introduced to a school teacher who said 
she was saved through Dr. T. T. Shields of Toronto. 
'·'Did you ever hear the Doctor preach?" I enquired. 
"No," she replied, "but I read his paper every week, and 
regard him as my Pastor." 

. GOOD NEWS FROM THE RADIO. 
.We have had good news from our radio correspond

ents ·this week. We hear of two or three families 
gathering together, of neighbours inviting their neigh

'bours; of believers being quickened, backsliders re
claimed, and sinners being. convicted. We wish we 
had space ·for many of these loetters, but 'the letter fol

. lowing will be of special interest: 

- .... 
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"Dear Dr. Shields: 

Toronto, Oanada, 
August 24th, 1930 .. 

I feel I must write and tell you how you are being 
listened to over the air. A few Sundays ago I, with 
others, were giving tracts in , on Sunday night, 
and entered a garage and saw two rows of chadrs with 
people listening in to Jarvis St. service, whdle some of 

'our frien.ds went into the ·Baptist church where only thirty
five people were present, and not ·a word about Christ or 
Ris blood. I mentioned this to our Brother -----
and he advised me to write you. , 

And now·I have heard to-day of those on our own 
;street that are listening in with the neighbours, and I 
believe will soon be enquiring ·about baptism. I secured 
:a copy {}f your book on the subject, and gave to them. 
Among those listening in this home are Church of Eng
"land, United :Cihurch, and Bible Students so-called. I trust 
you will iJD,a,:ke ;flhese three 'Women a matter of ;prayer at 
your next prayer meeting, as we have been doing for 
some time. . 

"Enclosed you will find $5.00 for Radio Fund. 
Yours in the Master's service, 

(Signed) . 
iP.S.-I have not had the privilege of listening to you 

<Jver the air as' I am a lay preacher myself, and always 
on the job for ·Christ." 
We ar.e very grateful to those who hav.e sent us con

tributions for our Radi10 Fund, and we once again make 
the suggestion that many might set aside a sum each 
week and ~end it taus either weekly or monthly: but 
in any event, we earnestly solicit the prayers of our 
readers for God's blessing upon this ministrY: . 

LATEST NEWS FROM WINDSOR. 
We hav.e just received, a letter hom Rev. YVm. 

Fraser, Pastor of the Ambassador Baptist Church, 
Windsor,. in which he says: 

"You will be interested to learn that we have had the 
option extended until the '23rd of September, giving uS! 
thirty days more in which to reach our objective of$3,OOO.00 
cash, together with a loan of $10,000.00, which is practi- . 
cally assured at present; or $4,000.00 cash to make a 
down payment, for w.hich it can be secured, leaving a 
balance of $10,000.00 to be paid in ten years." 

This is good news. On acc-ount of a tangle in the 
printing office 'some UTitnesses missed the first mail last 
week, and we fear some of ,our readers did not r.eceive 
their paper until after Sunday. The Vvindsor ite~1 
last week l'aid that contributions would not be too 
late up to August 25th. Some probably read the 
announcement after the 25th. Weare glad to be able 
to say that contributions' will not be too late up to 
the -23rd of September. So far, the sum 0.£ $2,010.50 
has been received. We reeoeived one telegram -on Mon-
day sending $10.00. . 

W·e suggest the following division ·of the next thou-
sand dollars: . \ 

2 gifts of $100.00 each ........ $200.00 
4 " " 50.00 " 200.00 ........ 
8 " " 25.00 " 200.00 ........ 

25 " " 10.00 " 250.00 ........ 
30 " " 5.00 " 150.00 ........ 

$1,000.00 

In the course ,of his letter Mr. Fraser says: 
"From one or two enquiries received I am convinced 

there are a number who would gladly give, if they had 

.... -

the assurance in advance that the full amount was forth
coming. There is nothing that will hinder us so much 
from getting 'the full amount as this very attitude. If 
every one were to be so cautions we should not have re
ceived .our first dollar. We have been greatly touched 
by some of' the letters showing unbounded faith in a 

, twofold way. First of ali, that God will supply all our 
need by multiplying their gifts; and, secondly, by supply
ing their own need after they had pra-ctically given their 
all. 

"For instance one wid·ow was so eager to help that 
she sent fifteen dollars saying that her friends would 
advise against sending it if they knew, but she was only 
too glad to give to a needy cause. Another woman writes 
saying her husb.and was sick and that she was sending 
ten doHars although he felt he could not send anything. 
She closes her letter by expressing the fullest assurance 
that the full. 'amount will ·be forthcoming and that she 
can stand upon the promises of. God and trust Him to 

. supply her needs. Yet another from an old retired min
ister who has only a small superannuation allowance, 
but ·he sends four dollars ·as he wants to continue preach
ing the good ·old gospel through us, as this is the only 
way he can do it noiW. None of them express any fears 
or doubts but rather assure us that all our need will be 
fully supplied. 

"I know you have many similar letters and experiences 
.from those who write you; doesn'·t it stir you to the 
depths when you see such unwavering faith which must 
bring great glory to God? 

. "I preached in Cadilac Square again to-day to at least 
five hundred people; practically all men. '~early twenty 
responded by the uplifted hand, and later when the invi
tation was followed by a request that those. who really 
meant business would come forward and receive further 
instruction and give their names, eight .big strong splen
did well-dressed men stepped right up, and waited about 
twenty minutes at the close of the meeting. My, it w·as 
a sight which made our hearts leap and dance for joy to 
see others coming to know Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 
By this means, I become introduced to a great many 
Christian people from Windsor who attend these meet
ings,' and when they learn that I am at the Ambassador 
'Church they become interested in our work there, and· 
several have given me their names and 'addresses,. and 
have promised to J,ook uS' up." 

Send your gifts for this work either to The Gospel 
Witness office, or directly to the Treasurer of Ambassador 
Baptist Church, Mr. D. E. Temple, 926 Pelissier St., 
Windsor, Ontario. 

PLACE AND DATE OF NEXT CONVENTION. 
The next ·Convention {}f the Union of RegUlar Baptist 

Churches of Ontario and Quebec will be held in Central Bap
tis't Church, London, Ont., October 21st to 24th inclusive. 
Reserve these dates for that meethig. 

THE WEEK END IN JARVIS STREET. 
Saturday nig.ht the .country was blessed with a welcome 

rain. We have not suffered such drought as our friends' 
in the United States, but the country w·as getting very dry, 
and the rain was most welcome. As it was still raining at 
Sunday ,School time it had some effect on our Sunday School 
attendance, the numbers being down to 865.. The skies had 
cleared by eleven o'clock, however, and there was a great 
congregation, and a number ·of confess·ions at the close of 
the service. In the evening there was scarcely a vacant seat 
in the auditorium anywhere, notwithstanding it was still 
August. The sermon appearing -in this 'issue "Was preached, 
and a good number responded to the invitation at the close 
of the service. Seven beiievers were baptized. On account 
of the wet grounds the indoor after-meeting took the place 
of the usual 0l?en aIr serivce. 

{ 
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CAN WE SAVE OURSELVES, OR MUST GOD SAVE US? 
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, August 24th, 1930. 
Broadcast from Station CKGW 690 K.c. 434.8 Metres. . 

(Stenogra'phically Reported) 

"And if by grace, then is it no more of works: ·otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it ·be of. 
works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work, is no more work."-Romans 11:6. 

Prayer Before the Sermon. 
o Lord, we beseech Thee' to draw near to us and make 

Thyself known as we humbly bow in Thy presence for. ~he 
hearing of Thy word .. We acknowled'ge we have no abIltty, 
no power 'of discernment, whereby we may discover the things 
·of the spiritual world. They are beyond us, and cannot be 
apprehended by the senses; they are revealed by the Spirit 
of God. We acknpwledge before Thee that our service thit! 
evening, our meditation upon Thy Word, must be profitless 
to us unless we enjoy, each in his or her own personal experi
ence; the ministry of the Holy Ghost. 

We plead the promise,-let Thy.Spirit guide us into all 
the truth. We pray th~at He may exercise His power in 
convincing men of sin, and righteousness, and. judgment. 
May there he many wIthin these walls this evening whose 
understanding shall be enlightened, who shall apprehend the 
truth of the gospel, and, receiving the truth in the love of it, 
be saved. We beseech Thee to .grant that many hearts may 
be thrown wide for the reception of Jesus Christ. Hast Thou 
not said, T·o ·as many as received Him to them gave He the 
right to become the sons· of God '1 

We beseech Thee, 0 Lord, to bless the testimony of Th}' 
word to those who hear this me.ssage through the air. There 
are many who need it. There are many' who listen who have 
not given themselves to Christ.. We ask Thee to grant that 
this evening the Holy Ghost may take of the things of Christ 
and reveal them to. darkened minds. Open the hearts of 
those who as yet have not believed, and may a multitude of 
people pass from death unto life through the he'arjng of Thy 
word. We thank Thee that the gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation to everyone that believeth. May the number 
of those who shall. believe be very great to-night; and whe·n 
Thy books are. opened in that great day, may it then appear 
that many were brought from sjn, and made partakers of the 
grace of life through this service this evening. Help us 
now to glorify Thee, for Thy name's sake, Amen.'. . 

Our evening text. will be found in the epistle' to . the 
Romans, the eleventh chapter and the sixth verse: "And 
if by grace, 'then is it no more of works: otherwise grace 
is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is ,it no 
more grace: otherwise work is no mont work." 

The Bible says, "The fool hath said in his heart, There 
is no God." Only the fool, the man who is at some point 
irrational, would ever dare to say there is no God. The 
existence of God, to every rational being, is indisputable: 
"Every house is builded by some man; but he that built 
all things is God." If that be so, there is no question 
more important than that .which .concerns our relation
ship to God. It is more important that you should be 
rightly related to God than that you should be rightly 
related to your neighbour. . 

We have a thousand evidences every day that life con
sists largely in right relations. There are certain 'laws 
of our own being which must be obeyed if we are to con
tinue in life. I do not 'know, technically, how, qr why, 
strychnine kills; but I know that it does, and therefore 
if I am to live I must avoid taking it. I remember some 

i 
\ 

years ago being entertained in a southern home down in' 
Kentucky. They had a coloured cook who had been in 
the falTIily's service for many years. Her name was 
Mary, and .she was a~ black as ebony. ,She ",vas a Method
ist--or, as she called herself, a "Mefodist". Mary took 
particular care of me while I was a guest 'in the home. 
One day as we were sitting at the table, and the food 
was 'brought in, Mary the cook came in, and,: looking to
ward her master/ and calling him by" name-it is. far 
enough away that I may mention it-she said, "Now, 
Massa Chestnut, aon't you dah to t<?uch that. That is 
not for you." Then my host's wife turned to me and 
said, "Mary has taken such good care of my husband for 
many years that she knows exactly what he can eat safe
ly, and what would upset him. She regulates his diet, 
and when anything is put upon the table that would not 
agree with him, she always issues her order that he must 
not eat any of that." It' was not an arbitrary word on 
Mary's part: it was founded in the nature of things. She 
knew 'what was good and what was not good, and there
fore wisely suggested that her master ·should regulate 
hjs diet accordingly. 

Men were not made to live under water. They cannot 
so live, and therefore if a man cannot swim, if he is a 
wise man he. wiU try to keep on land. I suppqse a bird 
might light upon an aeroplane in pas,sage, and ~hen 
weary of riding lightly spread its wings and take to the 
air for itself. But if a man should .fry to leave an aero
plane under such circumstances he had better have a 
parachute with him. For myself, I think I should pre
fer to have several of them! But it is a law of man's 
nature that he cannot fall from a great height and live. 
He must recognize that he is subject to the law of grav:i
tation, 

Some years ago someone in a Toronto family took 
what he or she supposed wa~ a seidlitz powder, but it wi'J.s 
poison. The person was perfectly sincere in his or her 
bdief that it was a ·medicine-.:....but he died just the same, 
for it was the law that that poi sOIl:, whatever it \~as, 
should kill. . . 

I speak over this radio to;-night. I do not know any
thing about the scien-ce of it: I know only this, that the 
apparatus employed in broadcasting this sermon brings 
me into a certain relation to certain acoustic laws and my 
voice is amplified and energized by electricity, 'so that it 
is carried hundreds of miles to those who' are far re
moved from this place of worship. But we are able -to 
do this, not by the violation of law, but by learning how 
thes.e principles operate, and then bringing ourselves into 
right relation to them. 

• .. 
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So, dear friends, life at many points is dependent upon Very well, then, how is salvation provided? :aow is 
our relation to our environment. We are comfortable salvation received? What are the terms, upon which we 
this evening because the' weather is moderate and we are may live wi,th God and be ha:ppy in His presence? My 
lightly clad. But presently we shall have to protect our- 'text says that if it be of grace-that is, if salvation is "by 
selves from winter's cold. We shall have to relate our- grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no 
selves differently to our surroundings if we are to enjoy more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more 
life-and all because old Mother Earth has come into a grace: otherwise work is no more work." 
different relation to the sun. Tqere is no more difficult task for the preacher at any 

If that he true, how important it is that we should be time than carefully and clearly to differ,entiate between 
rightly related to Him \iVho is the Source of all law, Who these contrasting' and opposing principles of works and 
is over and 'a:bove al'l the works O'f His hand. ' grace. The man who understands the differen<;e Qetween 

I do n,ot hear of men pleading for liberaiity in the in- works and grace is a systematic theologian, although he 
may never have taken a theological course. The man 

ter.pretatlori' and appli'cation of natural law. I have never' who is able to note the relation of Sinai and Calvary, the 
heard of a chemist pleading for that sort of thing in his '.failure of the one and the success of the other, the in
laboratory. I have never heard of a bank manager sug- adequacy ,of the one through the flesh and the perfection 
gesting to his clerks that they can afford to be liberal in of the other through the Spirit, has learned that w.hich 
their use of the multiplication table. In all these mat- lies at the very heart of the Christian gospel. I fear that 
ters we recognize that law is inexorable, it is immutahle, among many who call themselves evangelicals, who pro
and that men must obey it ,if they are to continu~ in life fess to believe the Bible, there is much heresy in respect 
and in the enjoyment of life. ' to the difference between grace and works, that is almost 

Thus, my friends, it is important-nay, it is impera- as dangerous as that of denying the truth of Scripture 
tive-that we should be properly related to God. No itself. 
greater question was ever asked than this, "How shall Let us look, then, at the terms, and find out how we 
man be just with God?" , may be saved. 

r pass by our great General Hospital sometimes-not 1. 
inf~equently I enter it, and I find the surgeons and the I call yO~lr attention, first of all, to this fact, uhat Tm: 
physicians and the nurses and all the attendants busy al- _ PRINCIPLES OF WORKS AND OF GRACE ARE, IN THE 
ways at the same task,-trying to make 'sick people well. NA'ruRE OF 'rnE CASE, MU'l'UAL(Y EXCLUSIVE. 'You can
Tht~s the minister ought always to be engaged in the not hav'e a little of each: you must have all of one or ,all 
sa,m~ business of trying to get people to 'come into right of the other. You cannot h~ve both. If it is of grace, 
relationship to God. That' is my business fifty-two Sun- ,then works cannot enter into it; otherwise it would neu
days in the year, and seven days of every week. That is tralize and nullify grace, and it. would cease to be grace. 
the' supreme endeavour in which we ought all, if we are If it be of works, then it cannot be of grace, for if any 
Ghristians, to be engaged, so to' be used of the Spirit of element of grace were to find a place, that would mean 
God that through us men may be rightly related to God. the neutraliza-tion and nullification of the principle' of 
We cannot afford to be out of right relationship, for the works. 
reason that w~ cannot afford to incur His righteous Now examine that a little. The principle of ;works 
wrath; nor can we afford to deprive ourselves of His con- presupposes that human nature has s011ie capacit'jo for 
tinuous help. There are some people w:ho are always pleasing God b'Y doing something for God. If by any 
harking back to the, past, and lamenting the passing of means a man may work out his own salvation, if salva
"the goop, olel times". I dare say there were many things tion is in any respect to be the reward of human effort, 
in former years better than they are to-day;, but, mater- then ilt follows as a matter of course that the man who 
ially at least, I am not anxious to go back to the past. I makes such effort, abd who exercises himself in the do
should not like to surrender' my telephone-altl1ough it ing of whait he calls works of righteousness, has within 
is a: dreadful nuisance sometimes! I should not like to himself a capacity to do something which a holy God can 
give up the electric li'ght, and go back to gas, or lamps, approve. 
or candles. I was in a church in Qu!'!'bec where they had Let us look at that on the m01-al plane. \iVhat can' you 
fixtures for electricity hanging from the ceiling, but I do that cil.11 possibly satisfy the absolute holiness of God? 
conducted a meeting there with only oil la:mps for illum- If it were possible for anyone of us to save ourselves by' 
imi.tion. I asked them why' they were not using electri- our own effort, one, of two things would be true: either 
city, and ~hey told me it would cost too much! I am sure thaot at some po,i11't I am able' to do something more thaD 
they would 'have had it could it have ?een secured by ,the law requires of me, and thus accumulate a surplus 
grace and not by works! At all evenlts, I should not of m~rit, or, otherwise, it would argue that I have never 
,like to give up electric lights; nor a g90d many other C0111- sinned at all. For if once thaot moral defi,ci,t accrues, if 
forts which science has brought to our doors. once I fall 'short of the glory of God, if I am to fill the 

Nor should I like to give up the grealter privilege of void and make up the balance, it follows logically that 
having comme1"ce with Gcid! Nor should I l.jke to be there must come a day when I am able nOot only to fulfil 
driven to the substitution of reason for revelation, and the duties of that day and to meet the requirements of 
go back to the oil lamps instead of the Light that is above that day as before the law of God, but I must do a little 
the light of the sun. No; I pity those who are not Chris- more and save up something that I may apply on the de
tians. You are subject to ten thousand deprivations, and ficit of my yesterdays. I must dOo. more than God re
I would do anything in my power to bring you into sav- quires of me to-day or I cannolt possibly make up for 
ing relationship to God through Christ: that day when I did less than God required of me 

/ 
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That 'can be made very 'simple. Suppose a ma~ earn~ 
two or three dollars a day, and suppose that be the utmost 
he can earn, ,and he cannot pay his 'way. He is earning 
three dollars a day-:-or five dollars a day-and he finds 
that that is not adequate to meet his daily obligations, and 
t'hat each' day he falls a 1~.tt1e behind. How is he going 
to payoff that old score? If he is living at the bottom of 
the scale and is ex,ercirsi!lg the utmost economy, and yet 
cannot possibly keep body and soul together in his family 
by the full amount he is earni~g, what n1ust he do to, get 
out of debt? A little boy could tell you. He would say, 
"He will have.to get a new job wi~h more money." But 
suppose it is impossible for him to earn more than he is 
now earning? 'Then you say, rhe case is hopeless, for 
he is going more and more deeply into debt every day' 
he lives. ' 

It follows therefore i-f it is poss~ble for you or me to 
please God, 'and to make Uip'the deficits of life, and attain 
to a righteousness whicr. God <;an accept, I say it follows 
inevitably-and I think you will see the logic of it, that 
either I'have never sinned or e1,ge I haye by some means 
become possessed of an abil1lty to llay up a surplus of 
merit and to do more than the la·w requires of me. Did 
you ever do that? ' 

Look at the application of ,that principle on the 1nereh 
ph'),sical plane. Can it be said that God 'is worshipped 
with men's hands? Can I do anything materially to min
ister to God? What shall I give Him? Shall I help 
Him to improve this old world? Go into the laboratorv 
of the scientist and ask him wJ:l1at he is doing, ask hiri'l 
if he ,S trying to set in Operation' soime new laws for the 
government of natural phenomena, and he would say, 
"Do you think I am 'beside myself? Certainly not. The 
best I can hope for is to read that whi,ch is written in 
nature, to learn how certain material forces operate: I 
cannot improve upon natu'l'e's laws." What can I do for 
God that will commend me to Him, by the use of any 
power of intellect th3lt I may have? How little we know! 
Even, the world!s sCholars have not graduated from 'the 
kindergarten yet. ""Vho hath known the mind of 'the 
Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?" What contri-

, bution can you make? The very idea of God excludes 
the idea thC!-t you or I can do anything for Him. Will' 
you bring your gold ? You have none! Where did you 
get it? Did fIe not make it? Is it not true .that the 
silver and the gold are His, th,at "the earth is the Lord's, 
and the fullness thereof"? It is not possible, by any
thing we can do" for us to minister to the divine com-
pleteness. , 

What folly for rich'men to suppose they can buy their 
way into heaven! "Vhat folly for, the . alleged scholar to 
suppose he can improve upon this Book of revelation! 
"Vhat supreme folly for the moralist to suppose that he 
can by any means· in his power attain to the divine per
fectien! \t\'orks, if they were the price of salvation, 
would argue that we can do something that is pleasing to 
God. 

Then, on the other hand, grace presumes that you can
not by any means a.~d to the divine completeness. Mark 
'you, grace argues infinity always. If you had the mil
lions of all the rich men of this Continent and of the 
world in your own name, you, could n'Ot possihly d~al 
with your fellows, with all of them, on the, principle of 
grace .. You might have to surround yourself with some 

organization to do it, but no matter how great your 
wealth, there would come an end to it some time, and 
you could not for eve, give~give~give-give, unless 
the 'stores out of whioh you were giving were infinite. I 
say, grace, the fact that God gives, that God does every
thing, that He keeps on giving for ever, for that is grace 
-grace argues infinity on the part of God, which means 
that He does not need a!-1ything . from you. It means 
tJhat God is in Himself complete and is not dependent 
upon any human ministry. , 

Indeed, it ar-gues more than that: it argues a divine 
surplus, it argues that there is no end to His righteous
ness, His faithfulness, His love, His mercy, or His 
power. Why is it this electric light is metered? Why 
have we to pay for our radio broadcast? Why does it 
cost money to keep up IJhis house? Why do you have to 
go to work to-morrow? You answer, "To earn money." 
What do you want money fo~? "But, sir', I have to make 
a living." Vvhat do you mean by tha.t? "I must have 
food; I must have clothing; I must have a roof over my 

,hea.d for myself and my family." But have you not 
enough? "No, sir, I have to pay-pay-pay all the time; 
and because fuere is so much oungo I must work to pro
vide a corresponding income." 

Only God can afford 00 give and keep on giving with
out receiving anything in, exchange. God is infinite, and 
so I say these principles of works and grace are mutual
ly exclusive. If you are going to pay your own way 
with God, then pay it; but if you are to rece'ive salvation 
from God, then you must receive it as a gift. But you 
cannot have both. It must be one way or the other, all 
of grace or all of works. You must be saved by Sinai, 
and by the perfection of your own duty-doing and by 
the flawlessness of your own rig1hteousness, so that you 
will not be afraid of Sinai's thunder and lightning, or 
else you must come as a poor sinner to Calvary's Cross 
and admit that because you have failed, Another has suc
ceeded on your behalf; that where you bec3!lTIe bankrupt, 
Another was infinitely ridh. Wh~ch shall it be? " 

You remember in the Old Testament it is 'said, "Thou 
shalt not sow thy field with 111iilgled seed: neither shall 
a garment mingled of linen and woollen come upon thee" ; 
and again, "Thou shalt not plough wi,tJh an ox and an ass 
together." I wish those who sell gOods "all wool and a 
yard wide" w'Quld r,emember that! It must be one thing 
or the other, but no mixture. So our text says it is either 
gra,ce or works; but it cannot be both. They mutually 
exclude' eadh ,other. WhicQ are you going to have? 

II. 

Let ~s look at it from another point of view. THE 
NA'J'URE OF GOD AND THE NATURE OF MAN MUTUALLY 
EXCLUDE WORK~ AS A GROUND OF SALVATION. Because 
God is what He is, and you are what you are, there is 
not the remotest possi1bilirty of any'body's being saved by 
works. ' 

Let us examine that a minute. Th,e bankruptcy of 
human nature makes it impossible for any man to touch' 
his yesterda,)!s. You 'cannot make up the deficit of the 
past. You cannot recall the' sins that were committed 
yesterday. You have no arm that will rea-ch back into 
the past and blot out the record of your sin committed 
yesterday. Nobody in his senses would expect that of 
one. You say, "I can make. restitution. I can pay my 
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debts. " Yes; but. the fact that you incurred the debt and 
incurred the risk of never paying it renders you culpable. 
The moral fact could not be changed-and who can 
unwrite the record of yesterday? Even if fr<?m this hour 
we could, all keep the ,command11J.ents Df God blamelessly 
we should still have to face our 'past at the judgment 
seat, and there stand condemned for our misdemeanours 
and Dur delinquencies, for "all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory Df God.~' 

It is true too that the limitations of human nature 
make it impossible for us to maintain the standards of 
the divine requirements even in the present. Is there any 
man here who will say he has iived even this day-this 
day~the Lord's day, the Balbbath i,f you like, many hours 
of which some of you have spent in the house of the 
Lord in prayer and in praise and in worship-is there 
any rnan here wh!J will dare to say that ,this d~y he has 
lived without fault befor'e God? You knDw that you 
have not. You 'know that thls day has added to' ti:Ie d~bt, 
to the defi,cit that is hehind you, and that every day you 
live it is growing larger and larger. And you have no' 
capacity whatever in you,rsdf to meet the requirements 
Df God's law for as much as an ,hour. , 

I heard some' man say once, "!of I can live without sin 
for one minute, I can live withDut sin for five minutes; 
and· if for five minutes, why not .for an hour? And if 
for an hour, why not for a day? And if for a day, why 
not altogether ?,,- My brother, there'is a scripture which 
savs, "Cleanse thou me frDm secret faults. Keep ba~k 
thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them 1).ot 
have dominion over me.~' "Presumptuous sins" are the 
sins we commit deHberately, :,Ll1d with fuJI knowledge of 
the fact that we are doing wrong. "Secret faults" are 
not. fa~lts that are secret from other people only, but 
they are faults that are beneath our own moral conscious
ness. They are faults that inhere in' our sinful natures. 
Defects and contrarieties of our natures which are essen
tially antagonistic to the divine holiness, but which, be
cause of our low degree of ,moral enlightenment we do 
nO't recognize as faults. There is I a cupboard in mem
ory's room that has not been Dpened perhaps for years. 
There is some unholy thing hidden away in the chamber 
of imagination, the guest-chamber of the aff,ections 
affords hospitality to many an alien spirit, and in the 
basement where the sense-servants live many un heavenly 
propensities are entertained. Yes, there are, cO'rners 
which need cleaning out. The pa'rlour may be quite re
Slpecvable. Within the realm of our finite n~oral con
scio.usness we may ,know of nothing that is at variance 
with the will of God, but as the light of His truth pene
trates to every part of our being, searching motive and 
aim and spirit, there is no man who will not have to 
confess that even in his holi,est moments. in his loftiest 
aspirations, he needs the blood of atonement to cleanse 
"the iniquity of his holy things". . 

Not in the past nor in the pre~sent are we safe in Dur
selves, and as for the future, who can guarantee our se
r:urity? Who knows what will come on the morrow? 
Viho knows what pitfalls will be set" for our feet? what 
temptations will ~ome upon us? Someone says, "Sir, I 
have been delivered from many temptations." Thank 
God; I hope you have. A man us,ed to get drunk, and is 
now sober. His tongue was often soiled with blasphemy, 
but now he speaks the language of Canaan. Temper was 

often a menace to the peace of the home, and now that 
has been brought under ,control. And because the out
side of the house has been 'improved, he imagines that 
the house is perfectly clean within. N'O, my friend, it is 
possible that even to-morrow you may fail in some duty, 
you may fail in the performance of some commission 
which God has laid upon you. ,. , , 

\Vhat, then, shall we say of the future? If to-morrow 
you should at some poin.t fail to do the holy will of God, 
you W'Ould be back where you were and would say, "I am 
not saved at all, because I have failed to meet the re-

·quirements of God." We are a w'eak lot, are we not?
and a ba~1 lot, strahened in 'Ourselves, with no power 
whatever of ourselves to make ourselves right with God. 

,1'nen, on the other 'hand, dear friends, the nature Df 
God""":"that is a strong word: one needs to use such a 
phrase with bated breath, the 'nat1tre Df Infinity I What 
do we know about the "nature" 'of anything? I do not 
say character of God, bilt the nature of God: what God 
i,s in His very being and essence makes it inipossihle that 
salvation should be of works. Against your imperfection 
you must set the absolute holiness 'of God. How can He 
acc.eptlyour debased currency? How can He, Who is of 
purer eyes than to belh.old evil, and Who cannotllook upon 
iniquity, of vVhoin it is said that even the heavens are un
clean in His sig.ht, and that He charges His ahgels with 
folly-=-how can He, the Source of aU per.£ectidn, admit a 
poor moral ragamuffin like you into His presence? ,Or 
how can He pemlit you to come into His presence by 
your own effort? Mark what I say, if i,t were possible 
for you to do one single thing which God could approve, 
if you were capable of a single act which, in His holy 
sight and hefore His omnivident gaze, would be perfect, 
then you would yourself, at that point, equ~l the Divine 
Perfection, you would yourself fulfil the ambition of Dur 
first parents when they tried to put themse~ves on an 
equality with God when the t'empter said, "Your eyes 
shall be opened, and ye shaH be as gods.", If! you could 
do one thing that would be flawles,s in the sight of an in
finitely holy God, then you wDuld' make your~lf, by your 
own effort, what God is and even challenge ~is supre-
macy; and God would cease to be God. : 

The very exclusiveness of the Divine N atute, the fact 
that He is God and beside Him there is none else, makes 
it impossihle that any man should come to Him as a buyer 
to a merchant's connter to pay down his coiri in labour, 
or desire. Your works of ri~hteousl).ess cannot be ac
cepted as a quid pro quo, as the equivalent o( something 
God is to give to you. No, my friend, God ~ill be God: 
and the nature of God makes it impossible thaf He should 
permit a man thus t~ come into His presep,ce on an 
equality with Himself. 

III. 
..'r,hen let me remind you that 'fHE NATURE OF GOD AND 

THE NATtiRE OF MAN EQUALI.Y REQUIRE THA~ SALVATION 
SHAf.L BE BY GRACF., AND BY GRACE ALONE. What can you 
do? Are you ready to say, '''Yes, sir; I hay-e to admit 
that what you say is true. I am a bankrupt. I cannot 
oay 'even five' per cent. of my obligation. I dtn, d'O noth
ing to make up the deficit of the past, or t'O maintain, the 
requirements of the present, or to assure the standard of 
the future: I acknowledge that so farlas I am' concerned 
I am at the end of myself"? I 
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What should we do if salvation were of works? What 
'. should we do to-night? Could you have peace to-night? 
"Could you put your head upon your pillow to-Q1ght and 

say, All is well wi,th me. I have done the will of God to-
· day, and I am not afraid to meet Him? No! No! A 
· thousand ti~es, no. If it were of works there could be 
no peace for us, for we could not be s~re of salvation . 
• I . 

But on the other hand, God is able to give. As I was 
meditating upon this subject this afternoon, this great 
truth of the eternity of God's plan of redemption, the 
fact that the Lamb was slain from the foundation of the 
world· came to my mind in a slightly differe~t light, J 

· think, than I had ever seen it before. Shall I share it 
with you? Who. is God? He is God! What is God? 

· The Maker, the 'Ruler, the Preserver of the earth, of the 
universe? Yes. How would you define God? 'Well, God 

-is a spirit. \l\1hat are His qualities? You will say, "There 
· are many Of them. Eternity is one, 'from everlasting to 
everlasting he is God!" You would be correct. . There 
never was a time when God was not God; there never will 

-be a time when He will cease to be God. Nor was there 
~ver a time w;hen He was lacking, at any point, in the 
quali~i:es of Deity; and if it is true that "all things. are 

· naked and .opened unto the eyes of him with whom we 
have to do" now, they always' were open to Him. The 
sin of the world was as clearly in the view of God from 

· the beginning as it is nmv, was it not? Did He not see 
the end from the beginning? Therefore if there was to 

-be any salvation ~t all, it had to be a salvation which He 
-himself provided. He had to provide it in advance. Just 
~as He furnished this earth for human habitation physi-
cally, He had to make provision' for the moral require

-ments of the creatures which He made in His own image 
· and likeness. If He would make man in His own moral 
'likeness, He must endow him with reason and will. God 
-had to determine, may I reverently say, whether He would 
-make a person or a puppet, a man or a machine; and He' 
· determined to make a man. Hence He endowed him with 
-reason and conscience and will. It was thus man was 
· made, notwithstanding all the dangers which such rational. 
·and moral sovereignty involved. Therefore God, Whose 
infinity spread all the future before His view, was com

: pelled by the nature of the case \ to provide salvation in 
~advance, if at all : hence the Lamb had to be slain from the 
fbundation of the world. Our utmost need was antici

·pated. Therefore, 6ecause God was, and is, a,nd forever 
-will be God, salvation had to be of grace, it is of grace, 

. : and of grace alone! 
Praise be to G~d that He has taken. account of Oltr 

-limitations, and provided us with a salvation adequate for 
·time and for eternity. 

Give attention to these simple considerations, and 
-I have done.. Somebody says, "Sir, I am almost 
:afraid of. that doctrine. I am almost afraid to hear 
:you preach it. I am nervous when you say that salvatioil 
:is all of God, lest somebody should presume." Ah no, 
-my dear friends, there is nothing that places upon the 
'indi'l'idual1nan or W01nan such a tl'e~ne11dous responsibilit·" 
·a.$ the gospel of gra'ce. If salvation were co~ditioned uporl 
your contributing one infinitesimal part of it, if there were 
a fraction of human ,merit in it, you might stand at last 
before God's judgment seat and plead in extenuation. of 
your unbelief: "0 l.ord, Thou didst not ask much, but 
Thou didst ask a little; and I was morally bankrupt, I 

could not supply the little, and that is why I was not 
saved." 

At the wedding feast the guests were provided with 
wedding garments, and when the' lord came in and found 
one not having on a wedding garm~nt he asked him hm\" 
he had come in without proper apparel. And you remem
ber what answer he made? He made no answer; he was 
speechless. If you had to provide your own coat ~ou 
might not go to the wedding. If you had to provide your: 
self with robes of righteousness of your own weaving, 
you might excuse yourself from the marriage feast of the 
Lamb. But when grace, grace abounding, grace as infinite 
as God is infinit~, has made ev~ry proY-ision for the poor 
ruined sinner, if you fail to advantage yourself of it, what 
answer will you give to a God of grace when He shall 
become your Judge? 

It is grace that humbles men in the dust. 'It is grace 
that smites the conscience and the affections and. engages 
and enfranchises the will at last. 

Will you ceme and receive salvation without money and 
without price? And 'l.fJhat an opportunity grace affords! 
The responsibility is mine, and yours, but there is an open 
door right into the presence of God. There is a way to 
the glory where men and w.omen shall stand at last with
out fault: There are temptations, there are enemies, there 
are pri1").cipalities and powers that would bar my progress; 
but it is written that where sin abounded, "grace did much 
more abound': that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
might' grace reign through righteousness. unto eternal life 
by Jesus Christ our Lord." Grace says, "Give me your • 
hand, and I will take you right into the presence of the 
Holy.One in spite of men and of devils, and you shall be 
saved with an everlasting salvation." What an oppor
tunity ! Will you receive it? 

I asked a little boy once,-no, a little girl-who carrie 
to me saying, "I want to be baptised", "How did you re
ceive Christ?" She said, "I was in a children's me~ting . 
a little while ago' and the illan preached the gospel to us so 
that we could understand it. At the close' he put his lfand 
in his pocket and took out a quarter, He said, 'I will give 
this quarter to any boy or girl who will walk up and get 
it.' V>le all looked at each other and thought it could not 
be true. But it was. One boy pushed his way out past 
the rest and went up to the front, and when he put out 
his hand he got the quarter. I might have had it, had I 
gone for it. When the preacher had giveri him the quar
ter he said, 'That is how salvation is secured. It is God's 
free gift. You have to pay nothing' for it. It is to be 
received without money and without price. God sent His 
Son into the world to die for you, to pay all yopr debts, 
to adjust the balance, to 'magnify the law, and make it 
honourable,' wiping out all your obligations." 

Our Lord "blotted out the handwriting of ordjnances 
that was against us, and took it out of the way, nailing it 
to his cross; and having spoiled principalities and powers, 
he ~ade a shew of them openly, triumphing over them", 
as though He would fling His ehallenge to all the adver
saries of the souls of men, and above all to the great 
adversary, the Devil himself, and cry, "I will sovereignly 
save the believing penitent sinner in defiance of all that 
hell can do." 

I beg of you, be' wise, be w;ise unto salvation, and re
ceive eternal life, the gift of His sovereign, boundless 
grace, this moment. 
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PRAYER WITH THANKSGIVING. GUELPH. that some y;oung man will be heavily 
We feel that these two words might Our re·adel'lS will he interested to know burd·ened for the work in this n-eedy 

well provide .an alternative title for the that the church at Guelph has called ,town. 
Union Baptis~ Witness section' of this Rev. Fred .Kendal to its pastorate. A * * * * 
paper. As our readers go to God with let.ter received recently ,says that the OUR MISSIONARY BULLETIN. 
a 'burden of prayer for the needs of the meetings with Brother Kendal are The Missionary Bulletin, in the sixth 
work, we feel that they will ·also go with awakening great interest. HLs messages issue of which we find much interest
a paean of praise upon their lips for· have been splendid, souls have been sav-, ing news of the work of our Convention, 
the wonders which His ,grace has ac- ed, ·and Christians blessed and strength- and a number of urgenJt rprayer requests, 
complished in our midst. ened. Let us look to God that under the is indeed a fund of information concern-

Shakespeare indeed spoke wisely when ministry of Mr. Kendal, the work may ing the interests of the Union of Regular 
he said . go on ,and ,that the Sipiritual growth of Baptists of Ontario and ·Quebec. 'Dbe 

"T,here is a tide in the affairs of this church may be greatly increased. Bulletin will be mailed on request to 
men, * * * * any address ·and we are sure those of 

. Which, taken at the flood, leads on FORT WILLIAM. our reader·s who have not seen it, will 
to fortune;" Pastor Leander RobHn, of the Funda- be glad to write to The Union office.. 

As those who read, note the many mental Baptist Tabernacle, writes that 3317 Jarvis .st., roronto, for a copy. The 
prayer'requests contained in this issue, at the Sunday evening service ·of August Bulletin this month brings to us the 
we feel that they will surely realize that 17th, two came forward for baptism, and following items of interest abou·t our 
those words may be ·applied just a's truly one for salvation. As there had not chuTcheS': . 
to the spiritual affairs in ,the interests been any public decisions in the church The ChUTCh at LindoSaY has b~ 
of which our hearts 'are s'tirred at this for several weeks, this evidence of the strengthened and blessed during the 
time. The' very ·abundance of the r·e- working of the Holy ,Spirit especially open-air services. The pastor finds that 
quests for our prayers is doubtless in cheered the hearts of ,the people there. in .their endeav·or to bring blessing to 

. itself a ,str·ong evidence that the tide Believers will be baa>tized shortly and others the members have been quickened 
of ,the spiritual life of our churches .is the work is making encouraging pro- and are being brought into a. larger 
at ,the flood which is about to s.pend gress. It i,s expected that Plrofessor ex,perience. 
itself in new revival blessing. The re- Campbell will take the services on Sun- * * * * 
ports, from many of our churches ap- d'ay, . August' 3.1st. Pray that the mes- HOlpe Church, London, is holding spe
prIse Us of the fact that "on such a slll'ges on that day may result in the s'al- cial services in i,ts new 'building on the 
full se'a are we now afloat" that we ·have vaUon of souls: . Hamilton Road. 
come to the time when we 'as ·a peOjple * * * * * • • • 
must take hold ·of God wi-th' greater THE BURDEN OF THE NORTH. . The Westboro Reguloar Baptist Church 
earnestness and with grelllter faith for The. work in North Bay especially reports baptisms. Rev. Donald Fraser 
the victory which is ours through Jesus claims our interest and prayer .at ,this is pastor. 
Christ. W.ith that supplication will time. Recently ,two persons publicly * • • • 
mIngle also ·a deep, since·re need of confessed Christ in barptism. Rev. W. The Bulletin also contains a number 
thanksgiving for the spread of the Gos- J. H. Brown, of Annette Street, who of prayer requests and we are sure that 
pel telttimony whiClh ha.s been entrusted has 'been' assisting in ,the special effort our people will join in the petitions which 
to us, for the salvation ·o.f souls, the made there recently, administered the are being sent up for these various in-
s,timulation ,of the saints, and 'a deepened ordinance. Pastor James' Forrester, terests. 
realization of ;the pressing need. who has so faithfully served in this part Before many weeks our Student-pas-

800 may we, even to the point where it of the Lord',s· viney;ard for one year, is tors will ,be leaving their fields and many 
means .sacrifice of personal comfort, of leaving in order to prepare himself f.or will be without services during the Fall 
personal pleBISure, and even of personal the wor!k: of the medical missionary. and Winter months. Pray that the 
interes,ts, let our prayers "rise 'as a Only a spirit-filled man can s·erve this testimony wiIl not be lost; that the 
fountain. . . night and day" lifting difficult field. Pray ,that .he may be Ohristians be kept faibhful and that the 
our hearts to God for the work in all found. What a privilege has been Mr. ·soeed sown will take root. 
places, that ;the waves of blessing may F·orrester's as he has s·een hardened At· Ambassador Church, Windsor, Rev. 
break in that fl·ood ·of revival which will sinnellS soundly converted and has been WiUlam Fraser and his people are pray
refre!';h and inSipire 'and sanctify every us·ed to win many trophies for the Lord ing and working for .the building which 
heal'lt. Jesus Christ! is so sorely needed. Funds are coming 

.• • • • The burden of the Nor.bh in its need in but ,sufficient are not as yet in hand. 
MAPLE GROVE. for the GOSIPel message again comes Thirty-eig.ht persons hllve professed 

Glad news comes to us from Brother to our hearts as we read of the work at conversion th~ough ,the open-air services. 
Cha.rles McGrath, that in Maple Grove Kirkland Lake. This town 'of ,ten thou's- Let us unite ou·r prayer!3 with those of 
the Lord is ,answering ,the prayers of and souls with no unemployment prob- the peo,ple of Ambassador Church that 
His people and blessing the work. The lem, but sadly' neglected from a spiritual God will work wondrously in ~eir be:' 
Sunday services are well a.ttended bo,th standpoint, should be possessed by.Regu- half and for His glory. 
here and at Providence and the prayer loar Baptists. Miners have no .place to' An exchange has been arranged be
meetings are quite encouraging. It was a ·s/pend their leisure ihol,lts, s·aVle in places tween Rev. George Creagh, of the Shed
real inspiration to the pastor last Sunday' where sin abou·nds. The churches are den and Fingal Churches, and Rev. A. 
morning to see a young man of twen·ty- paralyzed. Rev. W. E. Atkinson recently E. Dallimore, of the Cannington and Sun
five years of age come forward and ac- visited the field, ·and now Pastor BroWl\, derland Churches. Prayer is asked that 
cept Christ as his Saviour. The hearts of Annette 'Street, Toronto, is giving two both places may ,receive bles'sing through 

\ of God's peorple were stirr·ed 00 see thIs weeks of his vaoation to special services. the mInistry of bhe visiting pastors. 
outward evidence of His ble·ssing upon A Christian woman who has 'II; vision of The -Gospel Car is continuaUy in ser
the work for Christ. They are trusting a real work in her town, is busy for. the vice. Pray that many will be saved 
that this is just ·the beginning of great Lord. She needs a lantern for the through the ministry of the young men 
thingos, and they covet our earnest pray- children's meetings. ,Pray that this will in charge. 
ers that the blessing of :the Lord will be supplied and that Teal blessing will Begin to pray now that the Spiri.t of 
be continued. follow the preaching of the Word and the Lord may be present in a mighty 
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way at the Third Annual ,Convention of I instead of a combination between a din- sixty Salar M{)slem soldiers held the 
,the Union to 'be held in Oc.tober. The ing, kitchen, guest, pre'aching,. dispen- city,. while the bandits billeted them
Oonvention .year wiU be one ad: eleven I sary, .sleeping, nursery, study, box, store, selves in the .suburb. They professed 
months only, ending September 30th, etc., room. It just strikes me that this friendliness and were ready to discuss 
to permtt of the Convention meeting be- is the f,irst stationary home that we being received into the army. again. 
ing held a month earlier than .for- hav.e had since we were married. Let Evidently, however, there was some 
merly. me see, ,that was away back in 192'1.. varianc.e of purpOlle among them, for 

And for our Missionaries~Pray for We shall still ~eed our trunks, mules they had come -armed and empty saddled, 
Mr. and Mrs. Davey ·as they labour and donkeys, and ,travel1ing outfit, but fully prepared to, loot. Things were at 
alone on that far away field in Liberia, will it not be grand ,to come back from a high tension f{Jr .a; day or two because 
also for Mr. and Mrs. Hancox as' ;they preaching tours and find the living room cavalry reinforcements' to the local 
face strenuous days of preparation for under ,the children's bedroom and our troops were travelling towards us at 
their.l{Jng journey. Remem'ber them too bedroom above the d,ining room, and .the record speed. Within ten miles of the 
i~ ~he days when they. will be· making ki~c'heIl; belbJavirig itself in its 'proper city, ,two 'horses died of over exertion. 
difficult farewells. Brmg before the place, Instead of the whole lot of them The bandits hurried to the river's edge 
Throne also the work in China. The fighting for existence. in a jumbled up and held ,the ferry until the loc'al head
Re~lar .Baptist 'Convention of B.C. have heap. Congratulate us, and please pray men ,persuaded ,them to let the Com
a Mission in that land for which they that the new building.s may be used to mander of the reinforcement troo,ps over 
are solely responsible. Let us' intercede the glory of our glorious God. the river so that they might talk terms. 
~i.th God also for the Ohina Inland Mi!!- BROKEN LEGS. . . This done, the tens-ion was relieved and 
sl~m .worl~ers, . and for the J!e)1 Brothers Last week our re.aders would notice. an announcement was posted up with a 
WIth .thelr ~Ive,s and famIlIes on the the st?ry; of ~he Tibetan priest, whom view to quieting the people. 
borders of T~bet. * our MlsslOllanes were able to helip. A . "The followin.g day, Sunday,. five or 

). • * . . recent letter informs' us that Sir SIX of the bandit leaders c~me mto .o?r. 
. MORE N.EWS FROM TIBET. '''Highest'', as the :priest is c.alIed is place on a .pr'ofessedly fr~endly VISIt . 

. In our last Issue we gave an interest- iinpr.oving steadily, and the letter ~on-' They were .the .worse f{)r lIquor. They 
mg .account from B.rother George Bell, tinues-"He is now in a room yet un- wanted. their pictures take?1 !,-nd would 
o~ .hls work at Kwelteh, K-ansuh,. China. finished, but windpr,oof. We had been not beheve that I !lad no prmtmg papers 
Further word has n!'w been received of lo·oking forward to a completed sta1rion on hand. To :;atIsfy ~h~m, h~wever, 1 
later developments Jon the w{Jrk at this where there would be room to deal with !"-<>ok a snap With J·ackIoe, our lIttle bpy,. 
centre, . and we ·are. sure our readers visitors and patients, but here .we have m the foreground, -and have the film 
~{)uH lIke to share wI.th us the encourag- ·our r,ooms occupied before they are even l"eady .to develop. About two and a half 
m~ J?-ews ~hich has come to Us from our completed. May' our Lord bless these hour.s later all the ban?its made a very 
mlsslollarles. . new, buildings to His own glory. We sudden get-aw!ly, tearmg that. the ar-

BUILDING. have been incidentally learning Tibetan r!,-ng~ments bemg made for theIr recep-
"Hurrah! a free day ·at last! For from "Highest" and his' comp,anion. I tIon mto the arm}' w'!'-s· only a rus.e. to 

weeks now I've been tied down with have .given them a New Testament and ~apture ,them, which m !1ll .probabllIty, 
building operations, but a heavy shower other 'Christian Hterature. They seem It really fas. What a relIef It was when 
this morning has kept the workmen at very. grateful for {Jur attention and have they left. . . 
home, so I'm going to tackle a heap of invited us to visit their l-amasery in . "About seven~. of them ,,!ere bIllete'd 
c·orrespondence. There will be plenty of Tibet. . In 'a barracks dIrectly oposlte us. ~o 
iJ:l.terruptions, but here goes. "This is ,the second broken leg I have sooner had they .settled .than two of ~helr 

"Las't Fall we barely managed to erect been requested ·to set within a month. number strolled m to ,b0t.:row some thmg'lS 
enough rooms to tide us over the Win'- W·e' have had many patients recently. fr,om' ~s. One had a "!lde sword slun'g 
te'r ~n makeshift accommodati{)n. This Two lepers have applied for entrance in- over ~ns shouldet:. I ~I~ not lend t~em 
Spring has been largely {Jccupied in to our Hos.pital at Lanchow, ,and there any.thmg,. but paid a VISit to ~he officer 
gathering materials together to com- are many more leners in this district. who .recelved me ve~ polItely and 
-plete .the work, such as timber logs The other day a little girl {Jf about nine promIsed ~o be ·responslble for th.e bor. 
from standing trees; bricks drieil in the o,r ten years came to us with 'a large rowed articles. He also re9uested me 
sun on our own ,place; rafters from the growth in her jaw. It looks lIke a tumor to loo~ after one ·or two of hIS men who' 
!ll0!lntai!l forests; straw, chaff, and fin- in the jaw!>one, and it win probably cost w~;e Ill. .. 
Ishmg tImber from farmers· and the re- her her lIfe. Her father is a Taoist On receIVIng. orders to leave, he sent. 
maining necessities fr·om ~arious quar- priest who has spared no effort to bring ov~r. for us, askmg us to take -away o~r 
ters. The framework is nearly all erect- relief to his daughter by his chantingF. thmgs -and. also a rug and some ~am 

• ed. now and we -are busy with .the de~ native divinations, and what not: ~at and flour m payment of the mediCIne. 
taIls of .masonry and interior work. We an ·opportunity' for some Ohristian doc. T~ese were the very ~en th9:t ~ad l.oo~d 
are hopmg that our new house will be tor to remove the tumor and save thE' MIS~ Hoover. and MISS Bam s mISSion 
dry enough to occupy by the end of child's life. But... ?? Again statIon, robbmg them of ev.ery penny, 
~uly. In the ~eantime, we are living comes forcefully up~n us .the utter in- bl~?ket~, and many o,ther thmgs. 
m rooms .that wIll be used for the work adeQuacy of the medIcal and evangelical DUrIng th~ scar~ we ·had over a doze~ 
later, on.' missionaries on the field. refugees staYIng ~th us. Of. these. two 

"The main entrance to the station is "I have been asked lately why certain were prommep.t under-officIals. They 
wide and inviting. It leads into a square Chinese cities in this county have no were struck WIth th~ tremendous. realm 
yard surrounded by rooms -on four sides. Protestant missionary. How may I that prayer covers when hearmg ~s 
Jo Sy and his wife occupy the rooms on answer? How can we tell the lepers commend the pla<;e !lnd people II} theIr 
the west side; a native ,sleepi.ng room that they hav-e to journey nine days' dis- danger to an ommSCIent and omnIpotent 
ki,tC'hen, and box room f{Jr the east side: tarice to receive medical aid, How can G~? . . . . • 
on the north. are ~WIO more sleeping we tell Uttle children and their poverty- Our praIse IS ~ver to HIm fo~. HIS 
rooms for guests, also a room for har- stricken parents that we c·an do nothing p~ace :!1nd rest ~hlch the world neither 
ness and animal fod·der; on the south for them. because our medical skill i,s gives nor can take away." 
are a roomy guest hall where visitors and very limited an.d that there are no doc
patients will be dealt with, and my' tors' within reasonable distance? 
study. Between the study and guest "'Come over into-China and Tibet 
hall is a doorway leading into the inner -and help us." 
yar.d where {Jur house is, and to the A VISIT FROM BANDITS 
e'ast of th~ outer y~rd' is a stable. yard "They numbered about three hu"ndred. 
for the anImals ,,!hlch take U.s into the The people started fleeing into the c·oun
country on preachmg work. At present try several d.ays befor.e they arrived, so 
there are two mull;!S and two d·onkeys. tha,t bY'the ,time the robbers came all 

, "W'ha~ a bl!ls~ing it will be to have the business hOUoSes were closed' and 
dO!le wI.th buIldI'ng, have room to put most ,of the homes in and about the city 
thIngs In a place o.f theIr own. aJld vacated. Our workmen didn't sh.ow up 
have a house that IS really a hous~, for over a week. A garrison of about 

MEMORIAL, STRATFORD. 
In the Home-going of Mrs. A. T.· 

Bagget, the Memorial Regular Baptist 
Church. Stratford, has suffered a great 
loss. Mrs. Bagget went to be with ner 
Lord on Sunday, August 17th, and her 
husband, her family and her Church 
m!>urn her loss but rest in the· certain 
h{)pe of being reunited when Jesus comes 
for His saints. . 

Mrs. BRlIl·get was a charler membeT 
of Memorial Church. 

t 
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great; and ]i will bless them that bless taken him solely out Oof good hearted
thee, and curse him ;that cUl'seth thee". ness, but whatever be the reason or the 
Such a pur,pose was of a most gracious c'onsequences, we s'hould learn by this to 
nature, and ha:s been carried out in a choose our company in the service of 
wonderful manner; ·the descendants of the· Lord. 
Abram became numerous, and their na- A mo'SIt important event on. the jour-

LesltOn 37. Sept. 14th, 1930. tion is reckoned· among the great; the ney was the appear,ance of the' Lord. 
Third Quarter. name of Abraham is among the great- TMs would give real encouragement to 

est ,of the earth, and individuals and Abram, for no doubt the journey ,would 
ABRAM CALLED. naUons have be'en strikingly affected for provide its. discouragements and difficul-

Lesson Text: Genesis, chapter 12. weal or for woe, in accordance wi.th their ties. 'The message conveyed to him would 
attitude to Albraham' and his decend- give further assuran. ce that he was in Golden Text: "Now the Lord' had said . ts t Ab G th f an. the -will of the Lord. It is 'only when 

un 0 ram, et ee out 0 thy The spiritual part of the blessing,- we are in His will that we are blessed 
country, and from thy kindred, and while not wanting in that which is de- with the c·onsciousness of His nearness. 
from thy father's house, unto a land 
that I will shew thee." Gen. 12:1. noted as the natural,-is found more It is par.t ·of the bl€Ssing ·of obedience. 

particularly in the last clause of ,the The nature of the message ,pertained to 
I. THE CALL, (vs 1..;3). s'tatement, "In thee s'hall all 'families of the covenant l'especting the land: "Unto' 

The nature of the call (v; 1). It is a the earth be blessed." The fulfilment thy seed will I give this land", Abram 
matter of real interest to study the man- of this is to be found in our Lord Je'sus is promised. He was at th8lt time a 
ner in which God called men into His Christ, who was a .son of Abraham ac- str.anger in the land, 'and without chil
service. The record of each case is not cording to the flesih, and tihrough whom. dren, but ·we know that he believed God, 
given, .but ·some are mentioned for our multitudes from ampng every nation manifesting real faith in his Lord and 
instruction; as 1\Ioses,' beside the burn- under heaven have received blessing. Master. Th:e result of c·ominunion with 
ing bush, (Ex." 3); $amuel in the night The signi'ficance of this call is under- God was the building of the altar, (v. 7). 
vision, (I S'am. 3); Isaiah also in vision, stood when we ,bear in mind the pur- The place from that time on to this 
(Is. 6); Matthew at the receipt of pose of God in redemption, and- the un- patriarch was Bethel, the house of God. 
customs, (Matt. 9: 9); and Pau~ on the folding of His plan in carrying it out. He remembered the place as we know. 
way to Damascus, (Acts 9:1-8). The The message of the 'Bible is redemption, from a later reference to it (1'3:4), and 
circumstances diffel'ed in each case, but and each particular part has something indeed he' would never forget the experi
they had this in common, that God made to do with this. The first promise in enee .. W'ho can forget the time or place 
clear ·,to them His presence, and His pur- reference thereto i,s found in Gen. III: when he met with God? Abram after
pose. And in these days while there 15; and the first ty.pical teaching in refer- wards resumes his journey, "going on 
may not be an accompanying vision, yet ence to the nature of redemption is f-ound still toward the south" (v. 9). Note the 
God makes known His pnsance, and di- in the same chapter, (III:·2J.); and more blessings -of ·obedience, the possibility of 
rects His servant concerning the carry- clearly in Ij)he ·next chapter, (IV:4). The feUowship with 'God, His 'faithfulness, 
ing out of His will. chosen line of descent for' our Lord's and the significance of the altar in 

The first thing to note about this call human nature is Seth, and through him Abrams' life, with ,its Iessons of dedi
is that it originated wi·th ·God. And the Noah, Shem, and AbMm. Before the cation and communion, etc., for the pres
same is l true of every genuine call in latter's call, God had been dealing with en't day. It is of interest further to note 
the spiritual realm. It is inde,ed a call the whole human race, but from that call that faith believes God in spite of dr
of God. Salvation originates wi,th Him, He deals with a particular family. It cums'tances, and that God honours such 
(Eph. '1:4); Ohristian service is planned is of interest .further to n-ote the mani- faith in the manifestatio·n of His pres

by Him. (Eph. 11:10); and He gives d-irec- fest desire of God to have a people for ence and. power. E.mphasis should be, 
tion in the same, (I Cor. 12:1-11). The Himself, devoted to His service, as in placed upon the necessity of faith being 
one thing men are called up·on to do is Adam, Seth,' N-oah, .shem, A'bram, Israel, 'accompanied by works, (James II:14-·26). 
to obey. and that in each case the descend- III. THE MISTAKE, (vs.l0-20). 

The nature ,of ,the call is found stated ants ·and followers of each one have G6lod men make mistakes at times, and 
in the first verse, wherein the twofold failed Him. This also einp'hasizes the in these verses· there is rec·orded a mis
command of the Lord is recorded; first necessity for separation, turning unto take of ,this great and good Irian, Abram. 
to leave a' certain ,place; and then to Him from idols to serve Him, the living The circumstances were somewhat try-

. enter another one. The Lord said unto .and true God, (,1 Thess. 1:9). N-ote this ing, the sc'heme pu·t into operation was 
Abram, "'Get thee out ·of thy coun.try,· call historically, dispelbSationally, and distinctly 'Of the world, and the c·onse
and from thy kindred, and- from thy tYlPically, and emp'hasize ,the necessity quences were humiliating. W,e are in
father"s house, unto a land that I will for listening to God and obeying Him. formed "there was, a famine in the land. 
shew thee." Such a call, was clear and II: THE OBEDIENCE, (v:s" 4-9). and Abram 'Went down into Egypt ;t() 
simple and easily understood; it meant Having received the c·ommand, ~bram s·ojourn there, f-or the famine was griev
complete separation fr-om old ~ssocia- hesitated not but departed as the Lord ous in the land", (v.W). We are not 
tions and associates; and was a real ;test had di.rected him, (v. 4). Obedience to informed tha.t :he was directed to go· 
of faith. We cannot question the right God should be prompt, willing, cheerful, down to that land: without a doubt God 

I of God to make such a call, for in war and entire. The old nature will offer could" have preserved him in the midst 
. times our country makes a call upon its objection to it, will argue, and pout, and of suc'h circumstances; and, while we 

men to leave all and go and fight the disobey; but we· s'hould not listen to its cannot pass judgment on his action, it 
enemy, sacrificing life if need be in sucn arguments, but obey the plain commands would s,eem, in the light of his experi
service; and God is above country. If of God. Abram set out on his journey, ence in Egypt, tha.t lack of trust in God 
the call of the nation is heeded, and men but not alone, for in addition to' Sara·i, was· 'at the root ·of his· action. The same 
flock to the standard in ,patriotic fervour, his. wife, there was ILot, his bra.ther's defect is manifest in the scheme evolved 
how much more should the children of ,son, (v. 5). It is a very nice thing in- for the deception of Pharaoh, and the , 
God obey the voice of their heavenly deed when setting out on ·the service of protection 'Of himself from danger. 
Father! The call'of God to-day is along God 1;0 be accompanied by others. They (v.13). In this scheme there is evident 
the same line of sacrifice; denying self, may be a blessing to us; but they may the plan to tell a half trulj)h, (XX: 121). 
taking up the cross and following the also caus·e us considerable trouble. If Note further the fear of Abram, (v. 1.2), 
Lorn, (Matt. 16:24), and blessing follows they are ,strong they will be a help, but ,the action of Pharaoh toward Abram 
obedience ,thereto. ' if they are weak ,they may hinder us in and Barai, (vs. 15, 16), the intervention 

The purpose of the call, (vs. 2,3). God our progress, and they_ will 'at least re- of God, (v. 17), and the rebuke of Abram. 
always nas a purpose in all His actions, quire consideralble attention. From sub- (vs . .18,19). Th!:l telling of a half truth 
and never acts frivolously, or ,thought- sequent hig.tory we kn()w that Lot was may bring trouble upon many. It' is 

·lessly. The purpose ,of this call involved not a strong character. He was a right- better to suffer and be right, than to 
both natural and spiritual blessing .. The eous man, (2 Peter II:7, 8); but a lament- escape suffering by some dioshonouralble 
natural blessing is stated in the words,ably weak one, (Gen. XIX). .We do not subterfuge. . A straight course is bet
"I will make of thee a great nation, and know that Abram was directed to take ter than a devious· on.e. The truth is 
I will bless thee and make thy name his nephew with him. He may have certain to come to light sooner or later. 
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