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-MARTHA AND MARY 
. Th.e .s.tory 0f Martha and ;Mary is one of the most 
fam"iliilr in the Bible, and yet it is one·whose teaching 
we ',f,ear is qu.ite generally missed. It 'has' .special value 
because it depicts an ordinary scene in common life .. 
Comparatively few persons are called to public 'and 
prominent positions, and even those who 'are, liv~ the 
greater part of their ,lives in private. And it is in the 
'ordinary, everyday things of life the deepest things are 
·learned, faculties are developed, and character is 

.. fOIimed. 'The most useful 'of aH sdences is that which 
. consists in knowing how to number our days so as to 

apply ou.r hearts unto wisdom; and the finest .of all 
arts is the art of winning divine approval. It is in­
struct.ive to 'observe how Christ enters into our every­
day life to enable us to understand this science and to 
'practise this holy art. This simple narration of His 
reception at Bethany may be said' to teach that the a.rt 
of holy living,' of living deeply, and widely, and richly, 
and ·sytnmetrically, and beautifully, consists in giving 
prec'e:dence to the essential, in appreciating the simple, 
and in choosing the' enduring. 

.8 . 1. 

T~'l'ive \vell" and wisely, we must give the first place 
in our lives' to essential' things. Martha was a good 
woman, and was an ardent lover of her Lord. She re­
ceived Hiin into her house with 'a warm and generous 

. hospi,t~lity; and whoever thus receives Christ is a 
Christian .. But' she' had not the discernment to dis­
,tinguish between that which was incidental and cir:' 
'cumstantial, and that. which was indispensable and 
essential. ' Hence, she !'ived 'eccentrkaHy, out of time. 
ari~ out of tune' with. the centre and. heart of things. 
Her life was out of order because sh~· put things of 
's~condary iIl.J.portance in the first place:. 'He.r "h.ospi· 
tality consisted in ministering to the physical. :To .. her 
.the l?-ousehold affairs were the .most imp0rtanLthi~gs 
in lif.e. Mary, on the other hand, recognized tha.t the 
body, is more than meat an,d the lif~ .. than raiqlent;. 
that man doth not live by ibread aIone, but by everY' 

word which p.roceedeth out of the mouth of God. She 
di'scerned that mind was more than matter, and spirit 
than ,body. She divined that the eS'sence of true hos· 
pitality lay in a ministry to t~e mind and spirit of. her 
Guest, as weB as to His body. She had learned that' 
the atmosphere of a home has more ,to do with its hap­
piness, than all its material trappings; and that the 
home's atmosphere depends uipon the mutual and reci­
procal understanding of the ministry of those who 
d'well together there. Mary, theref'ore, would suspend 
the kitchen operations until she had had opportunity 
to open her mind to the Lord, until spirit with spirit. 
.could meet. Therefore waos it, that she "sat.at Jesus' 
feet and heard his word". .' , 

We are all learners, or at ,l~ast we ought to be, 
whether we go· to -college or not. And none should go 
.to college.or to the school of eXlperience as one goes 
to a store-to bring something home in a basket. The 
,mere acquisition of knowled.ge is. not edUcation, an:d 
the kn?wledge a~quired in a college or university 
'course IS necessarIly very smatl. W·e should meet our 
day; whether we. are students in college, in the store, 
,on the street, or 10 the home, very much as .one would 
.go to. a gymnasium or to an athletic field, to learn hdw 
to develop and discipline our natural powers. Those 
who are thus. trained, the Bible descrihes as those 
''''Who by reason of use have their senses exercised "to 
. dis-cern both good and evil". Educa tion consists:in' 
the exercise of the senses, enabling a man t0 discern .. 
between things tha~ diff.e~. . 

And this devdoped faoulty of discernment should be 
exercised to save us from making Martha's mistake. 
The matters which so 'Completely absorbed her a-tten­
tion will endeavour to monopolise our attention too, 
Of 'cour~e, they must not be ignored. The affai.rs of 

: the kitchen, the w.ardrobe, and of the household gener­
ally, ar.e important. The exter.nals of life have their 
place. . T,~e ag~-long ·quest.ions; "What shall we. eat 
or, Vy'hat .shall we drink, or wher·ewithalshall- we b~ 
clothed?" are as insistent as ev·er. And there' IS a 
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strong temptation to- r,egard these things as the prime 
ess,entials of life. But the person with an awakened 
mind will refuse to aNow them wholly to engage his 
thought. He will see that, while they. are important 
factors in making up the sum of life, the things of the 
mind and of the spirit are of greater mOlment,'and we 
must seek to P\1t the essential things first and the other 
things in their secondary and proper place. 

Mar,tha is a striking example of the loss they suffer 
who neglect the cultivation of the mind and spirit.' We 
are aware that Martha has many apologists, but with 
a1'1 her good qualities she lived iIi a very nar-row sphere. 
She was never still or quiet. She was seldom kind 
to her own soul; and did not see far outside the boun­
daries of her house. .of the height, and depth, and 
length, and breadth, of the reach of a developed mind, 
Martha 'knew very little. 

Observe, too, what she missed of her sister's com­
panionship. Mary had learned· that the soul was en­
riched ,by ,thinking. She had tasted of the joys of deep 
and quiet meditation. She wa~ geo,erously hospitable 
to ideas. She was a great listener, because she had 
cultivated the art of listening. She had a mind that 
was rich and responsive. Bu.t Martha did not know it. 
There were great stores of wealth within he,r reach 
upon which Martha never called. The Marthas al­
ways needlessly remain poor because they fail to 
exchange ideas with the Marys. Martha can talk 
abo\1t "things." about dresses, and parties, and 4ishes, 
and dinners, and houses"and lands; she may be able to 
tell you what "They" say or do ;.she may 'be a hous,e­
wife, or a business woman, or a society 'bene; but she 
cannot ~change an idea with anyone a1bout aught but 
things. Mary, on ·the other hand, has travelled far. 
On wings of imagioation 'she has exiplored every realm 
of human experience. She may not hav'e gone a hun­
dred miles 'away from home as to her body, but her . 
mind is stored with gems o,f thought she herself has 
quarded from the mine. An hour's conversation with 
Mary is a mental tonic for ,anyone. 

We may :be instructed also by studying these two 
women in relation to Christ. An archangel would 
have envied the opportunity of the sisters of Bethany. 
What a privilege to receive inst,rucqon from the lips 
of the Lord Jesus 1 But Marrtha understood him so 
imperfectly she thought only of getting His dinner 1 

_ Mary alol},e learned the mystery of the Cross, and 
alone, of all the dis'ci:ples, und~rstood that Christ must 
die. Thus she came to an appreciation of the signilfi­
cance of life, and subordinated the incidental to the 
essential. And in our religious life this lesson must 
be learned. Neither :Martha nor the Martha-spirit 
must be allowed to break up the hour of meditation 
and communion. The soul must be fed as well as the 
body:. The ,faculties of the soul must be exercised as 
well as our physical powers., The soul's communion 
with God must be ,maintained if life is', to be lived in 
an orderly way .. 

II .. 
We hav,e :here a "further lesson ,to the effect that we 

must learn to' appreciate the 'simple. 'Martha's concep­
ti<;)11 of Hie is a' com!110n one. phe cu~bered herself 
With unnecessary thmgs.. Her el1'tertamment of h~r 
Guest must' be 'on an ela'borate scale.. No dOU'Dt she 

thought ·to do Him honour. ,Her motive was' pure; 
but she did not understand that her Guest was great 
enough to be very simple in His tastes. How com­
mon is this mistake 1 Martha wears herself out, try­
ing to keep up wi·th the fashion of the day. In her 
dress and in her household arrangements, in :her social 
engagemen:ts, in her pleasures, in her conversation, 
and even in her religion, she pr'efers that which is 
showy and ela:borate and cumbersome. But Jesus 
said, "Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled 
a!bout many things. You think to do' Me honour, bu,t 
you do not understand My tastes. Life for Me does 
not con·sist in the abundance of possessions; its peace 
does not depend upon its material comforts, The birds 
of the air have better houses than I. But I have learned 
to do without unnecessary things. I wm simple, in My 
lialbits and tastes. I have overcome the, world by 
doing without it. I do not want you to spend your 
time and strength on non-essentials. The simplest 
meal will suffice. But one thing is needful, to put the 
requirements of the soul 'before those of the rbody, and 
the reception of My grace before all else. I shouId 
be Ibetter pleased if you would sit with :Mary at' My 
feet; and, later, a few moments will suffi,ce to prepare 
My simple meaL" 

True grea·tness is always simple. It chooses the 
one thing needfld, and puts aside the many non-essen­
tials of life.' This principle is illust,rated in the lives 
of all great men and. women. .They are always simple 
in their tastes and habits, as well as in their conver­
sation. 

It would be wise, therefore, .to cultivate simplicity 
of life as a matter of personal economy. W,e do not 
mean econo,iny of money merely, but economy of .all 
the reSOllrces of !'ife. The one ,thing needful. is easily 
,carried. lot is the many things which burden' and . 
w~ary the soul. Do not take a trunk when a handbag 
Will hold all your things. I t is well to be simple in 
dress and in spe'ech and in all our personal habits. 
It wi11leave us more time to cultivate our souls to sit 
at the Master's feet. The great scholars the' great 
think,ers, the great authors, the men and' .women of 
great achievements in every walk of Hfe, as well as 
t?e great saints, almost without exception, have lived 
simply; and they have achieved greatness because 
they have ,been simple~' and they 'have been simple be-' 
cause they have been great. II:t is what the Apos.tl'e 
?aul"means when ?e spea.ks oJ Christian women, say­
mg:. Whose adormng let It not ,be that outwa'rd adorn­
ing ?f plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 
puttmg on of a:pparel; bu.t let it be the hidden man of 
the heart, in th~t which is not corruptible, even the 
ornamet:J,t of a meelk and quiet spirit, which is iIi the 
sight of God of great price." 

W'e shall do we~l to 7ultivate simplidty for the sa~e 
o~ our o.wn: 'pea-ce, ~f ml11d. Martha complained of her 
Sister, and m so dOl11g rebuked her Lord, and disturbed 
t~,e peace of the home; and all' a:bo~t something which 
did not really matter. Half the fdction of life is due 
to the'sa!me cause. How lit-tle we really need I Many 
a. ho~~ is ~ade almost a, purgatory by its want of 
sl~phclty., One must transfer h~lf a dozen pillows 
to the floor before he can find room to sit down. He 
must Pl;1t ~p the 'blind, and, pus'h back two or ,three cur.. 
tains 'be~or~ he 'can have ~ight en<?)lgh'to read by. And 

.' 
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half the time the hous,ew.ife is ,occupied in keeping the 
dust off these superfluous things! And poor Martha 
goes to 'bed suffering from an attaok of nerves, and 
the rest 'of .the household are almost equally troubled! 
And all about nothing! 

We need to cuhiva:te s'impHcity as an aid to inde­
pendence. Mary is in the best sense self-sufficient. 
She can do without Martha, but Martha cannot do 
without 'Mary. People of simple tastes can more easily 
develop their own in~iy.idua}ity. Th~ p~rson who' 
thinks independently wlll Ibe Independent In conduct 
and chara'cter too. 

The siinpl~ life is the richer life, It permits inter-. 
course with,the great. Perhaps mos~ of ~s fear to ~sk 
cer·tain people to our homes. We ImagIne they hve 
on su~h an ela1borate scale that they would be uncom-. 
fortable with our simp1e fare and ,manner Of life. And 
yet, if we knew them !We ,ghou.I'd probably find t~at they 
live even more simply than' we do, and we mIght be 
enriched by their society if we would. Simplicity of 
life tends to sincerity and genuineness, because it 
leaves no ro.'Jm for the artificial. 

, ,Alb-ove all we should be simpl~ in our faith. We 
should take 'it for granted that Jesus delights to h~ve 
us at His feet, Martha nev,er guessed that such SIm­
plicity would' please Him. Oth,erwise, we make a 
lab'Jur of religion, and the reception 9f Jesus only adds 
to' the weariness of Hie. But simple. trust always 

\ brings peace 'and rest, in the sens.e' of His approval. 

III. 

The simple and'die essential things of life are the 
·things of enduring value. We hav,e at! ha.d our rosy 
dreams of the ·future. W'hat should we do 1£ we could 
not dream'! '~ay life 'hoId in sto~e fo: our r~ad~rs as 
few disappointments as may' consIst wrth theIr hIghest 
wel'£are! But: the "many things" of Martha's care 
"perish with the using".' Only the "one thing need­
ful" abides; .and' whoever chooses that shall 'find "it 
shall not be taken away from her". The life ·that fin:ds 
its strength and inspiration in C.hr.ist, that takes time 
to listen to heavenly v'Jices, to breathe· deeply the 
heavenly atmosphere, is the life ',which in the end i.s 
the most influential. It does not Ispare the al'a'baster 
.box 'but'lavishes its wealth of affection on Christ, and 
in Him, upori all worthy things, and merits the high­
est and most honouraJble of all degrees-the approval 
of the Lord, and touches all genera:tions by' its sweet~, 
ness .. 

\ . . 
iHE CONDUC-r. Oli' .. THE PRAYER, MEETING. 

From almost the beginning: of our min~stry w~ l].ave 
heard ministers' and 'others ·~omplain. of t~e .pray¢r 
meeting as a "problem",. W,e h~ve never be'en. aIb~e. t9 
share this complaint: on the contrary" in our yiew, the 
pray·er meeting has :beeri' of all th~ services of the . 
church the' most deligh~ful: We have in years: pa~t 
froOm time to 'time receive~ advertisE;meJ?ts announcing 
the publ'ication of books co~tainig short "prayer meet­
ing talks". 'We must corif~ss we have t).eyer felt. the 
slightest interest in. such announcements'. But this 
somewhat c'Jmmon complaint respecting the difficul­
t~e.s supposed to be inherent'in ~~e p'rayer meeting, s~g-

gests that an article on, ;the su'bject might prove to 'be 
useful. . 

It should be recognized, first of all, th!lt a pr~yer 
meeting is held not to provide an opportumty .for smg­
ing hortatory hymns, nor yet to afford ,opportunity for 
an extended discourse on prayer or on any other sub­
ject. It is not, held that people may co~e together' 
and talk a:bout p'rayer; nor, primarily, is the end of 
such a 'meeting to supply an opportunity for what is, 
called "testim'Jny". A prayer meeting, properly under­
stood, is a meeting of believers who come together 
simply to pray. 

It may 'he assumed, therefore, that those ass'embled 
believe prayer to be a privilege of the Ch:istiar;t l~fe, 
that 3: personal God does really ~ear HIS chI1?ren ' 
when they cry; and tha.t some speCIal advantage IS to 
be gained by people praying ~ogether. 

Weare . not here speaking of th'e philosophy of 
prayer. We assume our readers understanc;l that there 
is but one way to ap.proach IGod, and that is through 
Christ; that there is but one ground of acceptance 
with God, and that is the atoning wortk of our Lord 
Jesus, Chr.ist effected .by His e:lCpiatory death on the . 
cross. It is understood also that as our great High 
Pries·t He is seated on the right hand of God, and ever 
liveth to make intercession for us; and that therefore 
all true prayer must be ofFered in the name of Jesus. 
We may assume further that ou·r readers. understand 
that nothing can ascend to heaven which does not first 
come down from heaven, an~ that all true prayer is 

,the breath of the Spirit of God in the humaq soul; 
that prayer, to be prayer at all, must be prayer in the 
Holy Ghost; and that our only ground of assurance 
that our prayers are heard, and that in due 'time 
answers will come, is in the divinely-inspired prom-' 
ises of the Word of -God. All this is taken for granted: 

. Our subject is the conduct of the prayer meeting. 

I. 

The ministry of the H91y Ghos~ never puts a pre­
mium upon ignorance; nor may we reasona'bly e~pect. 
special hlessing if we set at naught every principle of 
common sense. When our Lord answered the devil's 
temptation to cast HLmself down from the pinn,ac1e 
of the temple by saying, "Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God", He meant to say.: Thou shalt not chal-, 
lenge God to interpoOse miraculously to save one from 
the consequences of violating the laws of one's phy­
sicall nature. By the same principle, if .we defy the 
laws of our physical nature Iby meeting in a room t.hat 
is too hot or too cold, or badly ventilated, we have· 
no right to eJqlect God to work a'mirac1~ to ne1,1tralize 
the blunder· we have made, or to' oyerrule our violatioOn 
of the laws of nature. It is true that God may over­
rule and do wonders in spi,te of our foLly-He often 
does; but we have no right to expect it. ' 

Similarly, if in our conduct of the meeting we do' 
violence to the laws of mind, setting aside every sound 
psychologicwl principle, and throwing aU common sense 
to the wind, we have no right to expect ,that the Holy 
Ghost wil~ especially bless our· stupidity. Hence, while 
believing .in the promises of God, in the atoning work 
of Christ, in the ministry 'of the H91y Spirit, .. and in 
His presen.ce ~nd power i~ the midst. Qf .the church, 
we should ·seriously address ourselves to a study of 
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sound spiritual psychology; for as surely as a ma.n 
may be unwise in preaching, in the content of hiS 
sermon ~md the mann,er of its delivery, he may also , . 
be _ unwise in his praymg. 

II. 
The leader of the prayer meeting shottl~ recognize 

that the meeting is made up o~ people of dlv-erse .tem­
peraments who are placed m sl,tuat~ons ~reatly .dlffer­
ent from each o~her, and whose expenences. 111 the 
hours im'mediately preceding the prayer meet,mg are 
likely to have been as varied, or perh~ps eve~ more 
varied, than their names.. Com~arll;tIvely fe~ .are 
afforded opportunity for qUIet medltatl?n. Some must 
needs travel long distances, and on the Journey be su~­
ject to the di;;tractions. ~f the way. S~me come 111 
great depres'slOn of spmt, other~: are buoyan~ and 
jubilant in their minds. Some have left trouble 111.the 
office, or hav,ebrought it wi·th them to t?e meetm~. 
Others may have had difficulty at :home With the c~II-, 
dren or with some unconverted mem'ber of the familly. 
It. w~uld therefore be, folly to expect that these hUI?an 
units so diverse from each other, shoul,d be fus,ed mto 
a perfect unity of spirit in a few moments. H~nce a 

, "d " "1" the prayer meeting may seem to rag or ag 111 , 

beginning,-not because the people are unprayerful. 
Had they not desired to pray they -would not ?ave 
come. The reason ,is their minds haye not had leisure 
f.or repose, much le,ss for con~entra-tlOn.. . 

Let the leader give them bme; let h~m be patl~nt; 
and before long he wiill see the results of the gomgs 
of God upon their spirits. How people are to be pre­
pared for a concert of prayer we do no~ at the m?me~,t 

, say: -we are only insisting that. .su~h prCll?aratlOn IS 
jndispensflhle. Failure to recog~1.1ze this. slmp,I,e pS,Y­
cliological fact ruins many a prayer meetmg. \iVho1le 
I was musing" the Psalmist said, "the fire burned: 
.then spalkoe I with my tongue". But there are lead.ers 
of prayer meetings w:ho r,egl!-rd ,al~ paus~s a;; bemg 
"awki,vard", 'and who give the peoplle no tIme for 
musing; -and therefore the fires do not burn, nor do 
they speak with_ the_ir'tongu,es. 

if the people are scolded for t~eir si1.e~'ce, 0:. impa­
tiently urged to "take part", their sensl~r~e ~pmt.s are 
gri"eved: and we betiev,e the Holy Spmt IS gneved 
also. 

IV. 
Another primary consideration has :to. do with the 

element of praise. All true prayer has m It an element 
of praise, .expressed or implied. Therefore the .hymns 
sung at a prayer meeting have ~uch. to do .wlth t~e 
making of the meeting; and at this pomt .let I·t be said 
that the leader should never sa'crifi'ce the mterests of a 
meeting as a whole, .to the whim~ of one person. 
Therefore if an unsUItable hymn IS announced, he 
ought .ta~tfuUy to select a subS'titute. When.a fire is 
:burning brightly it will convert almost anythmg tha.t 
is thrown upon it-to its own temperatur~, but when 
it is but a fee:bl'e flame even a heavy stick of wood 
may pu.t it out. Thus hymns whic? may ~e quite 
appr'opriate toward the end, or even m the mld:dle of 
a prayer meeting, may be quit'e out of place 111 the 
beginning. _ 

In the beginning, hymns should be selected which 
will lead the singer directly to address the Father, 
Son, or Holy Ghost. They should be hymns of pra~se, 
of devotion, expressive of faith and love.; o.therwlse, 
hymns which ascribe glory to, God, or which ce~ebrate 
the a,chievements of divine'grace. Hymns which are 
virtually calls to various forms of activity, or which 
mutualily exhort the singers to more faithful service, 
however excellent in the latter part of the meeting, 
are quite out of place in the beginning. For-instance" 
"Stand up,_stand tip for Jesus", is a good hymn; but 
it is a poor hymn with which to begin a prayer meet­
ing. "Work for the ni,ght is coming", is a useful ex­
ho~rtatbn but that also would ,be out of place in the 
beginning. Yet we have heard people try to light the 
fire at the prayer meeting by an~ouncing the hymn, 
"Let us scatter seeds of kindness", cir "Let the lower 
lights be Iburning", or perhaJPs, "Standing' on .the 
promises". ' We have rio ohjection to offer to these 
hymns, as such, but they are not the sort of fuel to 
start' a fire with. 

On the other hand, who can' sing. "Jesus, Lover of 
my soul",' "Rock of Ae-es". ,"Oh. Thou that hear.est 

'Let us here st'at~ the case negativ,ely respecting the prayer", or "Oh, worship the King-", without, by th~ 
leader's responsibility for a' wise conduct of the prayer- very"sing-in,g- of the llYmn, being ,brought into a devo-

I'lL 

m~etihg. . ',' '. - tional frame of mind? 
SCQlcling wW ruin any prayer meetmg. People can- A little later in the meeting-it is well that the people 

not be whippt:d into a devotional frame. , If people are be given opportunity to pour out their soul's in hymns 
not moved to p:ray by the Spirit of God, they :had. be.t- expres'sive o.f the g-lory of the. Divine Character. For 
ter not pray at all., We have known leaders to attnbute instance, "Oh, could I -sp,eak the matchless worth!", 
a'sorp.ewhat protracted silence to the presence of the "HOlw sweet the name of Jesus s'ounds", "When I sur­
devill in ,the meeting. Such statements ar.e a'bsolutely ve:v the wondrous Cross'.' cir "0 Christ. what hurdens ' 
inexcusable and are bound to ,_do harm. bo'wed, Thy' head". Hymns descriptive olf salvation; 
, We have' known people whose s,ilence would 'p'e an objectively and subjectiv.ely considered, ar,e most use­
almost infallible indication that they ~r.e, under diyine .£ul in ,developing. a spirit of devotion. For example: 
controll; We' know ',there,' a~e dumb devils, but it ,is "Ther,e is a Fountain filled -with blood". "Grace, 'tis 
folly to blame the devill for a quiet pt:ayer meeting-, or a charming sound". Then; too; hymns which rehearse 
to resort to sco'Iding or imi>~tient exhortatbn in an en- the deeper experiem:es of. the soul, such a's Murray 
deavour to inak~ ,~he,fire bu~iJ. Ip.ore bri~~tly. More- MeCheyne's great ,hymn~. "Jehovah Tlsidkenu".-"I once 
'ov~r; the' leader ,sho~l? no~ fall to rec~g111ze .tha~-many' was a strange,r to grace and to God", "I heard the voice 
of the ni9~t ,dev~te,d 'p~,ople find, pUI~I~c prayer _lmpos- 'of Jesus say". Hymns which breathe the soul'S' desire 
sible; -and ~aIiy "yho r,eally walk With God expt:ess ' for a closer walk with God and a deeper trust, are of 
themselves publicly with, diffi~41,ty. Many of the'm9st great value, such as, "Beg-one unbelief", "Come, my 
usdul"tnetnbers iIi a prayer meetirig pray siI,ently; and soul, thy suit pi"epare", "Oh, for a closer walk with 

• 
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God", "Jesus, keep me near othe Cross", "Lord Jesus, 
I IlOng to be perfectly whole"-all .these hymns are of 
such a character that whoever sings them wittt the 
understanding will most certainly be moved to a higher 
plane of devotion. . , 

engaged with :enquirers, but comes into .the meeting 
as soon as possible, and the dealcon carries on' until 
such time as the Pastor may f,eel led to .tak'e part in 
the leaders'hip; and the transition from one leader to 
the other takes place as easily as the coupling on IQf a 
new. engine at the divisional point on the railway wnen 

'" V. :' the passengers do' not know .they have a new ddver. 
The conduct of the meeting should be the opposite W'~at place has the reading of Scripture in a prayer 

of mechanical. I:t may be reverent and orderly with- meet1Og? Those who Italk to God should hear a word 
out 'being stiff ·and formal. It may be spontane·ous from God. A scripture seIected as an aid to devotion, 
and worshipful at the same time. as a f;oundation for faith, may be read by the leader; 

If an instrwment is used to accompany the singing, o.ccasi0.na~ly a few observations maY'be o·ffer·ed. Some­
it is ~ great advantage to have someone possessed o.f tu~es It IS well that. the .peopl.e should supply the 
the sens·e 'of what we understand is caUed "absolute scnpture, ·each qu~t1Og a verse. In all thiS the~e 
pi/tch". In the church of which this' writer is the s.hould be gr·ealt vanety. But an extended addres~ IS 
Pastor we are blessed with several who seem to have hINely to put a 4~mper upon any real prayer meet1Og. 
every tune that 'ever was written in their minds and W·e close' this little study, then, wi.th' this sugges­
when a hymn i,s "started" by someone in the me~ting, ti,on which we have used in this connec~ion somewhere 
the piano will be sure' to join in the correct key 'before before. We have read that when anthracIte coal was first 
the end .of the firslt bar is reached. It would greatly ?iscovered, ~he discoverers had to learn how to use 
aid the devoHonal meetings in our .churches i'f our It. They tned to burn it as they had burned soft .. 
church .members would store their minds with the, coal. When its ignition seemed to be slow, they 
great hy.mns' of .the ,church. Eymn books are more sought to aid combustion by poking-with the result 
or less of a handicap. W.e all ·sing better when we that they s'eemed to pok,e the fire out. One day when. 
sing' from memory, and it is delightful" in a prayer they had t1"ied many devices, in she~r desperation they 
tneeting to be 'able to sing with closed eyes. Thi,s. let it alone-only to discov,er that they soon had a fire 
exercise gr·eail:ly helps the spirit IQf a, meeting when burning at whit·e heat. Many prayer meetings are 
someone is a:ble to begin a 'suitable hymn as for ex- ruined by much "poking", by scolding, and exhorta­
ample, "I need :Thee ·every hour", "My God, I have ti,ons, and prQdding of .one sort and another, which 
fou~d the thrice Messed ground", "Alas, and did my leav·e no room for the ,~ind ?f othe Spir~t of 'God to 
SaVIour bleed", ~'Father, I ·stretch my hands to Thee", fan the fire to a flame. In qUietness and 10 confidence 
"Lbrd, I hear ,of showers of Mes·sing", "Pass me not, shall be your strength." 
o gentle Saviour", "Lord Jesus, I long to b~ per- In the church of which the writer is Pastor, 
fecdy whole", and many 'iQther 'hymns of the same there have :been thr·ee church prayer meetings 
class may be useful for this purpose. held weekly, for now nearly ten years. Many 

other ~eetings for prayer' are held by the Sunday 
School departments -and classes ,by t'he Missionary VI. 

And now as to the prayers: r'oom must be left for 
the worshippers to obey the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. 11£ the leader pray·s at the beginning of the 
meeting, it would be 'well for him to maINe his peti­
tion very 'brief, ·especially pleading for the presence of 
the Holy Spirit, and for liberty in prayer. If the 
leader's prayer is a CODk's Tour, the people will feel 
like going home when he says, Amen, instead ofem­
barking on another journey. Long prayers ,in.' a 
prayer meeting are almost invariably injurious to its 
spir.it. Occasionally some specially gifted' brother, 
l~d of. the Spir·it of God, may offer an extended peti­
tIon 10 whIch the whole company will_ join; but 
prayers which are made up 0;£ vain r.epetitions should 
nDt only be disc·ouraged, but should not be permit­
ted. A leader ~ay betlter spoil one prayer meeting 
by openly rebuk10g such an off.ender than permit th.e 
long-w.inded brother to spoil many. 

In our pray·er meetings we invariably have a large 
nUlmber 'Of requests bef.ore us, many of which are sent 
in fmm Ifar distant places. These ar·e read one at a 

. time, and silent prayer is offer.ed, and then those who 
lead auqibly bring these requests 'to the. Throne as the 
Spirit brings .them to their minds. 

The church of which this writer is Pastor is blessed 
with a deacon to whose care the prayer meetings may 
safely be entrusted, and who 'has led them now in the 
beginning at least, for nine y'ears. The Pastor is often 

.' 

. Societies'. But the J;'egular church prayer meetings 
lasf from eight to ten o'clock. We do not suggest that 
prayer meetings are liINely to be good merely because 
they are long. But an assembly of cold lumps of coal 
cannot 'be made into a hot fire in a £.ew minutes. Pente­
cost was the result of continuing in prayer. Both 
mind and spirit require time to be hDly. 

'''THE WHOLE TRUTH." 

The fallowing anecdote was ,given me by a ge'ntle-' 
man wh0 witnessed the scene, in South Caroilina:;­
The Methodists, Baptists, and Preslbyterians, in a small 
community, agreed to bui.ld a meeting-house in com.:: 
mon-preaching by turns: vV.hen it came, to the turn 
of the' Presbyterian minister, he said he felt it his 
duty to prea·ch on Baptism, and did so, remarking tha.t 
he should give them the truth, and the whole truth, 
on the subject. In the -course of his disc0urs·e he quoted 
He-brews 10 :22, "Having your 'hearts- sprinkled from 
al1 evil conscience"; and there he stopped. A little 
German member of the Baptist Church was sitting in 
one corner of the house. He could only speak broken 
English; but, Bible' in .hand, he turned to ea,chpas­
sage referr·ed to. Observing the minister stop at 
"conscience", he -continued out ,lo~-d, "and your bodies 
vashed vith pure vater". T~is much confused the min-
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ister, who to recover hims'elf repeated his last sentence, 
~'Having y')ur hearts sprinkled from an evi,l con";' 
science"; "and your bodies vashed with pure vater", 
was again the response of 'the pertinacious Germa~. 
The minister was so annoyed that 'he wound up hIs 
discourse. The congregation aU began to read for' 
themselves, and s'everal, became Baptists. As for the 
little- German, he defended himself by saying, "Vy,. de 
minister say he vas going ~o give· us de truth, and de 
wh')Ie truth, ~nd this vas de whole truth."-Dr. Curtis. 

JOHN P~6UGHMAN'S TALK. 
Stick To It· And Succeed. 

Rome was. not built in a day, nor, 'much else, unress 
it be dog-kennel. Things which cost no pains are slen­
der gains. Where there has been little sweat, there. 
will be little sweet. Jonah's gourd ·came up in a night,' 
but then it perished in a night. 'Light come, light go. 
That which flies in at one window will be likely to fly 
out at another. It's'a v'ery lean hare that hounds 
catch ""'ithout running for it, and a sheep that ,is no 
trouble to shear has very little wool. For this reason 
a man :who cannot push on against wind and weather 
stands a poor chance in this world. 

Persev,erance is the main thing in life. To hold on, 
and hold out to the end, is the chiet matter. If. the race 
could be won by a spurt, there are thousands who 
would wear the blue ribbon; but they are short-winded, 
and pull up after the first gaUop. They begin flying, 
and end -in crawling backward. When it comes to 
collar' work, many horses turn to· jibbing .. If the apples 
do not fall at the first shake of the tree, y,our. hastif 
folks are' too lazy to fetch a ladder, and in too much of 
a hurry to wait till the fruit is ripe, and falls of itself. 
The hasty man is as hot as fire at the outset, and as 
cold as ice at the end. He ,is like ,the Irishlnan's sauce­
pan, which had many g09d 'points about it, but it had 
no bottom. He who cannot bear the burden and heat 
of the day is not worth his salt, much less his potatoes. 

B.efore Y01:1 -begin a thing, ma~e sure it is the right 
thing to do, and call in Mr. Conscience. Do not try to 
do what ~s impossible-ask Co,ni.mon Sens'e. It is no 
use blowing against a hurricane, or fishing for whales 
in a washing tub. Better give up a foolish plan than 
go on and burn your fingers with it: better bend your 
'neck than knock your for,ehead. But when you have 
once made up your mind to a good thing, G()n't let 
ev,ery molehill turn you out ,of the' path. Nothing is 
so hard but what ·a harder thing will cut it: set a strong 
resolution against a strong task. One stro~e fells not 
an oak. Chop away axe, you'll down with the tree at . 
last. The iron dOoes not soften the moment you put 
it into the fire. Blow, smith, put on the coals, and hit 
hard with the hammer, and you will make a 'plough­
share yet. Steady worlk does it. Hqld ,':>n, and you have 
it. He who sticks to his saddle will be in at the death. 
Brag is a fine fellow at crying "Tally-ho!" But Per­
severance brings home the brush. 
.-We ought not to he put out of heart by difficulties: 

they are' sent on purpos,e to try the stuff we are made 
of; and depend upon it they do us a world of good. 

, There's a sound reason why there are bones in our 
meat, and stones in the land. A world where every-

thing was easy w~uld he a nursery for babies; but not 
at all a fit place for men. Celery is not swe,et till it 
has had a frost, and men don't corne to their perfection 
till disappointment has dropped a half hundred weight 
or two ·on their toes. Who would kno\v good hor~cs 
if there wer'e no heavy loads? If the clay was not 
stiff, myoid Dapper and Dobbin woul~ be thought 
no more of than Tomkin's donkey. BesIdes, to work 
hard £'or succ·ess makes us fit to bear it: we enjoy the 
bacon all the more because we get an appetite while 
we are earning it. "Vhen prosperity pounces on a ·II).an 
like an eagle, it often upsets him. If we overtake t~f; 
cart, ,it is a fine thing to get up and ride, but when It 
comes behindt us at a tearing rate, it is very apt to 
knock us down and run· over us; and whe.n· we are 
lifted into it we find our leg' is broken, 'Oor our, arm out 
of Joint, and we cannot enjoy the ride. Work is always 
healthier for us than idleness; it is always better to 
wear out shoes than .sheets. I sometimes think, when 
I put on my considering cap, that success in life is 
something like getting married: ther.e's a very great 
deal of pleasur'e in the courting, and it is not a bad 
thing when it is a moderate time on the road. There­
fore, young man, learn how to wait, and w.ork on. 
"Vatch the market, and the price w.ill be right yet. 
Don't. throwaway your rod, the fish will bite some­
time or other. The cat watches long at the motlse­
hoIe, but catches the motlse at last. The spider mends 
her brok,en w~b, and the flies are taken before long. 
Stick to your calling, plod .on, and be . content; for 
make sure, if you can undergo you shall overcome. 

If bad' be your prosp,ects, don't sit st.ill and cry, 
~ut jump up, and say to yourself, "I will try.~' 

Miracles will never cease!- My neighbour, Simon 
Grasper, was taken generot1;s about three months a~,o, 
The story is well worth telling. He saw a poor blInd 
man, led 'by a little girl, and playing on a fi.ddle. His 
heart' was touclied, for a wonder. He saId to me, 
"Ploughman, l'end m'ea penny. There's a good fel­
lo'w." . I fumbled in my pocket, and round two half­
pence,' and hand,ed the'm to ,him. More foo,l I, f.or he 
will never pay me again. He gave the blInd fiddler 
one of those half-pence, and kept the other, and I have 
not seen either Grasper or my penny since, nor shall 
I get the money back till the gate-post outside my gar­
den grows Ribstone pippins. Ther,e's generosity for 
y.ou!. The t-itle of this bit of talk brought him into 
my mind, for he sticks to it most certainly: he lives 
as badly -as a church mouse, and' works as hard as if 
he was paid by the pi,ece, and had twenty children to 
keep; but I would no mor,e hold him up for an example. 
than I would show a toad as a specImen of ·a pretty 
bird, Better things are 1n this world than anything a 
goldscraper lives f.or .. While I talk to you, young 
people, aibout getting on, I don't want you to think that 
hoarding. up money is real success; nor do I wish you 
to rise an inch above an honest ploughman's l'Ot, if it 
cannot be done without beoing mean ,or wicked. The 
workhouse, prison as it is, is a world better than a 
mansi'on built ·by roguery or meanness. If you can­
not get 'on honestly, then he satisfied not to get on. 
The blessing .of God is riches enough fQr a wise man, 
and all the world is not enough for a fool. Old 
Grasper's not10n of how to prosper has, I dare 'say, a 



August 7, 1930 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (179) 7 

good deal of truth in it, and the more's the pity: The 
Lord deliver us fr.om such a prospering, I say. That 
old sinner has often hummed these lines into.'my ears 
when we have got into an argument, and very pretty 
lines they are not, certainly:- • ' 

"To win the prize in the world's great race 
A man should have a brazen face; 
An iron arm to give a stroke, 
And a, heart, as sturdy as an oak; 
Eyes iike a cat, good in the dark" 
And teeth as piercing as a shark, 
Ears to hear the gentlest sound, 
Like moles that burrow in the ground; 
A mouth as close as patent locks, 
And stomac;h stronger than an ox; 
His tongue should he a raz_er-blade, 
His conscience ,india-rubber :made; 
His >bIrood as cold as polar ice, 
His hand as grasping as a vice. 
His shoulders should be adequate 
To hear a couple thousand weight; 
His legs, lik,e pillars, firm and strong, 
To move the great machine along; 
\iVith suppl:e knees to cringe and crawl, 
And cloven feet p~aced under' all." 

It amounts to this: be a 'devil in order to be happy. 
Sell yourself outright to the old dragon, and' he will 
give you the world and the glory th~reo£. But re­
memher the question of the Old Book, "What shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the :whole world, and los·e, 
his own soul'?" There is· another road to success be­
sides' this ·crooked, dirty, cut-throat lane. It is the 
King's highway, of which the same Book says: "Seek 
ye first the kingdom 'of God, and his rigq.teousness; 
and all these things shall be added. unto' you." John 
Ploughman presents his humble respects to all wise 
men, and ,begs to say that hav,ing tried the high mad 

. here mentioned, he can strongly recommend it to all 
who wish to, prosper. 

. PRAYER. 
By Dr. Joseph Parker. 

"Our Father in heaven, we tharik thee that all things 
are moving on to the song which thou didst mean at 
the first. Thou dost work but for music. Thou dost 
not leave things in roughness, incompleteness, and 
discord. Gh~e us the spirit ·df patience, that we may 
wait for the·e calfr!.ly and :hopefully. W·e ",-,ould be 
strengthened by a strong assurance that Thou art on 
the throne, that not a 'wind flutters :in all the forest of 
the stars but by Thy decree, or Thy permission. We, 
woul4 be strong men dwelling in a, strong tower. 

,Lord, increas·e ,our faith. In the tower of faith we 
shall be safe; yea; w,e' sh1}l1 enjqy from its windows 
all the storm and ,vrath of the sea. We know that 
Thou art on the throne; Thou art a gr·eat King above 
all gods. Ambition hilS tI'ied to share Thy throne. and 
has I£ailoed: love ha's been bowed down befor·e Thee ~n 
utterest an~ sweetest humility, and because of this 
Thou hast caUed love to share Thy throne. We 
would :have the long sight of faith: we would hav·e 
the infinite patience of love. We would not drive with 

the. fury of ignor~nce, and the fearlessness of mer'e 
audacity; we would be quiet ,with the calm of God. 
W·e would know that the .days are not longer than one 
another, 'that all things are measured and timed, and 
that at the'ri'ght pulsestroke Thou wilt come, or go, 
or 'shine· forth, or becloud the heav,ens w:ith night .. 
Thou do-est all things according to 1hine own' coun­
sels, and Thine own power and might in Christ Jesus 
the Lord. ~eep us from meddling with God. Give 
us the faith that waits; that does ev,erything by doing 
nothing; that has learned the mystery of the Cross, 
and the vi'rtue of standing still. W,e' have come to 
thank Thee ·in common song for common ble'ssings. 
The air belongs to ·every man; eV,ery child balthes in 
the infinite' sea of the sunshine.. All the ·earth is 

. Thine; Thou dost l,et it out unto husbandmen to grow 
fruits and flowers for Thine own using, thou King of 
kings. fIe1:p us by the -power of the Holy Ghost to 
mak,e all life one sacr·ed discipline, one delightful revel 
in goodnes'S and in hope; one holy sacrament of obli-· 
gation and responsibility. ' Look upon U'S as a ,-vhole; 
a company completing' o~e another, helping one an­
other to~vards the expression ,of manhoc;>d in Christ 
Jesus. Be graciously pleased also to look upon us 
indivi~ually. Every' flower ha's ·its own root, ,or its 
oWn portion of the common root. The heart knoweth 
its own bitlterness. Each spirit is rich with a'sorrow, 
of its own, with wounds it ·cannot communicate. Thou 
hast given each a ~burden to bear,. a life to lead; oh, 
that we' may individually so lead the personal life as 
to make it finally part of the common and infinite 
harmony. Some are bowed down and dare not say so, 
leslt they should lose· what little. repute they '"have 
amongst men. ,Some are living a double, life giving 
the devil one hand, and .profe'Ssedly lifting the other to 

. T,hy l~oly heaven. And each is, 'struggling with the 
flesh; with wolofish, tyrannoU's, insatiable desire for 
blood, and gratification and deIight forbidden. This 
body is waiting f,or its burning into a betlt·er house . 
Others are [ull of joy, -because every day shows them 
some larger, brighter vis,ion 0.£ heaven; the horizon is 
farther oOff; the night is richer with 'stars; and the' sun 

. is but the vi'sor of Thy face. Come to us, we humbly 
pray Thee, at the Cross; to each soul as it most needs, 
and glveeach a draught from the well of living wa~er. 
Omit none from Thy Messing. 'If any man has broken 
his vow, may it not be resumed to-day? If any man 
has neglected his oaths, may he not recall the holy 
word's as empty. ves'sels, and fill them with the wine 
of his repentanoe .and lo,r.e? If any man bea stranger 
iri the house of God, hav.ing been \vandering in stony 
places, and listening to noise in which there is no 
music, ifhe has returned to· the house, may he not also 
r.eturn to the 'home, to the inner pl3Jce, and to the table 
qf s'acrifice and redemption? Lord, lift us by the 
power of the gospel heavenward; give us nobleness 
and elevati0n of soul; may aU that is sordid' and tem­
poral pass away out of recogniti,on, lie down in the 
low,est dust that it may not stand between us and the 
light. Come with comfort; smile' death into life; 
speak comfortably to those who are dwelling in the 

, valley; inspire every soul with a deadly hatred of sin, 
and inspireev'ery spirit with a hoOly ambition after 
righteoU'sness. We breathe our tr'embling, hut believ­
ing, prayer at the Cross. If that cannot save us then 
salvation is impossible. Amen. 

I, 
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~bt 31 arb is 6trttt' ~ulpit· 
CAN THE SOUL ONCE SAVED EVER BE L'OST? 

A Sermon by the:: Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church,Toronto, Sunday Evening, August 3rd, 1930. 

Broadcast from Stati.on CKGW 690 K.c. 434.8 Metres. 
(Stenographically Reported) 

"And ~eing made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him."-Hebrews 5:9. 

Prayer 'before the Sermon. Jesus Christ was Himself made perfect, that He became 
We draw nigh to Thee this evening, 0 Lord, that we may the Author of eternal salvation unto all that obey Him. 

worship Thee. We remember that Thou art a Spirit, and I lay down the proposition that the salvation which is in 
that no man hath seen God at any time. Yet we rejoice Christ is eternal, that the life He gives is everlasting life, 
that the Only Begotten of the Father, Who is in the bosom 
of the Father, hath declared Him; and we have seen Thee that those who are once saved by His salvation can never, 
in the face of Jesus Christ our Lord .. We come to worship by any possibility, be lost. The salvation which is. in. 
Thee through Him this evening. We give Thee thanks for Christ is eternal, and I shall endeavour to argue that w1th 
the old, old stolry of Jesus and His love; for the fact that 1· t1 h· .. h 1· h f th t ch· f 
He lived our life for us, died our death for us, and is rise~ you a' 1t e t 1S evenmg m t e 19 toe ea mg 0 
again and ascended to the Father's right hand where this God's Word. 

1. evening He makes intercession -for the saints according to 
the will of God. . 

Vie desire, 0 Lord, that in this service everyone within 
these walls may be mag.e aware of Thy presence. If there 
are any who have come without thought 'of meeting with 
Thee, we plray that Thou wilt introduce Thyself to such. 
And may those who have really gathered in Thy name, with 
an earnest desire to hear some word from God, be conscious 
this evening that the Good Shepherd has drawn near and 

. hath called His own sheep by name. Discover the lost ones, 
we 'Pray Thee, and bring them home. Find out the weary­
hearted, and give them rest. Lay hold of those, we pray 
Thee, who are all but over the precipice, and bring them 
back to safety, and give to them Thine eternal gift.' 
Strengthen those who are. beset with great temptation, and 
help them to stand in the evil day. Bless those who are 
discouraged, whose souls are cast down and disquieted with­
in them; make them full of joy with Thy countenance, we 
beseech Thee.' Be :mindful of those who are in gqoeat bodily 
weakness. Some share this service with us while lying on 
beds of pain. Soften their pillows, we pray Thee. Be Thy­
self at once their Physician and their Nurse. Minister 
graciously to them, that they may know that God is with 
them. Have regard to those who are in a journey, whether 
by ;land or sea, 'by rail or car; give Thine angels cha-rge 
concerning them, to keep them in all their ways. 

This evening we would pray too thlj..t Thou wouldst speak 
especially to those whom we do not see, the hearts of many 
of whom ascend to Thee in earnest petition for Thy blessing. 
Meet with them where they are, far removed from us, some 
of them, but may this be an hour of real communion with 
God to all such. Bless any who listen from culriolisity only. 
Thou Good Shepherd, speak- in such a way that they may 
know it is the voice of God, and not the voice of man. 

We pray Thee to use this service this evening that it 
may bring comfort to Thine own people, that it may establish 
many in the faith of Christ, and that it may bring many 
flrom the far. country to the fulness of the Father's house. 
So glorify Thyself, for Jesus Christ's sake, Amen. 

"And being made perfect, he became the author (of 
eternal salvation .unto all them that obey him." I am this 
evening to discuss with you a question of profound inter-

. est to a great many people, namely, Can the soul, when 
once it has been saved, ever be lost? Is eternal salvation 
promised "in the Bible? Is it possible for us this evening 
to be assured that we are saved for ever? Or must there, 
of necessity, be some doubt, some question? That is the 
question I desire to answer this evening from the Word 
of God. The text I have announced tells us that our Lord 

I say salvation is eternal, and MUST BE So IF GoD IS 
THE A~THOR OF!T. If salvation ~s of men, or of mat;t, 
if the're be in it at all a human el~ment,. 1f 
there be a human link in the cham wh1ch 
!binds us to the throne of God, then, .by that, we 
are made insecure; and on that grou~d we could not be 
sure of salvation. Nothing human ab1des. I know, t~ere 
are buildings of great age that are of human construcbon, 
but they are all in process of decay, and most of. the!D' 
are preserved and maintained only by constant repa1r. 
The school I attended as a boy was held in a b~ilding 
which was eight or. nine hundred years old, and 1t had 
been used constantly as a school for more than three 
hundred years. It was an old building, .b~t t~ere was a 
staff of workmen always employed repamng 1t; so that 
I suppose, while the building, as such, could b.e dated back 
through many centuries, it had been renewed m· every part 
so often that possibly much of it was of a later date. 

Anything that ~omes from man mu~t decay .. 'V!e have 
no power whate~er to impart im~o.rtahty, co~tmU1ty, p~~­
petuity, to anythmg we do. But 1t 1S. not so w1th God. I 
know that whotsoever God doeth, 1t shall be for .ever: 
notl;J.ing can be put to it, noI:' any thing take~ fr~~ it: and 
God doeth it, that men should fear before h1m. . 

If .salvation :be of man, I say, we cannot ,be sure what 
the end may be. Even though it were found in an insti­
tution it would still have in it elements that were .not per­
mane~t. It is true that corporations, institutions, continue' 
independently' of the individual units which c~mpose 
them· and that an institution may outlive its founder and , . . 
go on for year·s, even for centuries. But 1£, as some 
people believe, salvation is in the church, then we are not 
on very solid ground, are we? ·For even churches change; 
even those institutions which boast of their immutability 
are not always precisely the same. . 

And certainly if we had to save ourselves, we could not 
be sure. No matter how well we might have lived up to 
this hour, who shall say what distresses to-morrow will 
bring to us? what temptations may overwhellJl us? what 
mistakes we may make? what defeats we may suffer? 
If we had to depend upon our own efforts· I do not see 
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that we could have peace, or really be satisfied with the 
assur.ance' of eternal salvation. 

But salvation is of God: it is not of man. "Salvation 
belongeth unto the Lord" -not a part of it, but .all of it. 
He is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
End. He is both the Foundation and the Topstone. He 
is a~l and in all. He became our divine Lord, the Author 
of our salvation, so that it is a matter that is out of our 
hands entirely. Someone else has provided it for us. 

Just think a little of what is involved in that tremen­
dous fact. If salvation be of God, of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, do you not see that His own nature and 
character-I mean that which is deepest in God, which is 
of the very essence of Deity, as well as that which is rp­
vealed, disclosed to us in His glorious, symmetrical, char­
act~r,· that what .God is, makes it impossible· for, one to 
bel~~ve that He could ever half'do anything, that He could 
beg~n anything without finishing it. Not such a God is 
O1~rs. Th!nk of His wisdom. Why is it that we begin 
thmgs whIch we are unable to finish? We have not the 
wisdom that would teac;h us of what materials to build 
o~r ho~se. We do not know how to construct that which 
wIll abide .. Therefore we must experiment. Hence we 
try one thmg,. a?d ~he~ it ~ails, we try ~omething else. 
But our God IS mfimte m Wlsdom, and if He undertakes . 
to save the soul, surely He knoweth wen how to do it. 

If it be God's salvation, He must have known. what was 
necessary to justify the sinner. He must have known 
what. HI~ law,. w~ich .is. a transcript of His own nature, 
r:qulred, and It IS unthmkaole that He should have pro- . 
Vide? a salvation that was not adequate to meet all the 
r.e9.U1re?1ents of the constitution of His government, of . 
H~s u~1Veflse, and of Himself, Who is the' Centre of all. If 
salva~lOn ·be of 9:od,. and J am asked to trust Him, 1 may 
be su!"e that ;HIS Wisdom would make it impossible that 
anythmg necessary to my ultimate perfection should have 
been omitted from His plan. 

Som.ebody says, "It may be well enough for you to say 
that,slr, but human nature has to be considered and 
there are depths of depravity in many of\ which i: was 
myself unaware until ex:perience showed how black my 
heart really .was. Has God taken account of all that?" 
Do yo~ not s<:e that l:!is omniscience, His all-:-knowledge, 
and H~s presnence, HJS foreknowledge, His, ability to see 
to the end of a thing, maJke it impossilble that He should 
have, escaped dbserving you? "He knoweth our frame' 
he remembereth that we are dust." And when He be~ 
came the Author of salvation it was a salvation that was 
designed to meet the exigencies. arising in the life of just 
such a frail and sinful creature as you 'are. 

'I think 1 once told you a story, ,but I will repeat it, of 
some member of a noble family in the Old Land '''ho gave 
his heart to a Southern woman, a member of a great 
family in the Southland. She reciprocated his affection, 
and they were betrothed; th~ day of, the wedding had been 
s~t. One -day when he came to see her she had gathered 
together all hi~ presents,she had taken the engagement­
ring from her finger, and as he sat down in the library 
she pushed them across the table to him ,and said, "You 
must take them all baGk, for the marriage can never take 
place". He begged her to tell him what had come between 
them. She said, "Nothing"; she assured him there was 
no change in 'her aff~ction, and he said there was none in 
his. He was at a loss to know why their engagement 
should' 'be cancelled. At last, after much persuasion, 

with great reluctance' she told him that an ')ld nurse i~ 
the family..-who had received the information from gener­
ations of nurses in the house. had acquainted her with the 
fact that many generations back there had entered into the' 
famify line a drop ot colout:ed blood; and she said, "1 
never could consent to union with such a noble house as 
yours." Her lover simply lifted the ring from the table 
and replaced it on her hand and said, "Is that all?" 
"Why/, said she, "is not that enough?" "Perha:ps, ~ut 1 
kneW all that before I asked you to be mine." . 

Sometimes we discover things in ourselves of which we 
imagine Omniscience has not taken cognizance, and some­
times we feel that it cannot 'possibly be that He should 
have chosen us to be His for ever. But He tells us that 
His wisdom and His omniscience have anticipated every 
possible objection. He "knew all that" before He gav~ 
us His invitation, before He wooed and won our hearts. 
The Object of our . faith IS the Author of our salvation; 
because of who He is~ and what He is, it is impossible 
that any who have once been numbered a1J1ong Bis chosen 
should be permitted to be lost. . 

What if 1 were to speak of His mercy? You might 
say, "But, sir, my sin is so great that it seems impossible 
for me ,to ,believe that it should be forgiven, especially. 
when, after 1 have made profession of His name, 1 have, 
fallen again into transgression. How is it possible that 
He should forgive me?" Because, my friend, His mercy, 
like every other quality of His being, is infinate,-

"There's a wideness in God's mercy 
Like the. wideness of the sea; 

There's a kindness in His justice 
, That is more than charity." 

There is no limit to the mercy of God, and unbelief can· 
find no encouragement, nor faith any obstacle at that 
point. , 

What if 1 speak of His power? How limitless that is ! 
"I am such a big sinner, and yet I am so weak in respect· 
to righteousness; strong-willed and stubborn in the direc­
tion of evil, but so easily turned aside from that which is 
right; such a combination of opposites 1 am, sir, that 1 
do not see how it is possible that such an one as I may be 
,brought to the place here and now where I can say that I 
knw I am' saved, for ever." That would be perfectly true, 
my friend, if there were an infinitesimal element of human 
merit in salvation; but seeing it is His mercy, His ,faithful­
ness, His power, in a word, His grace, that you are asked 
to trust, since He is the Author of salvation, and "having 
loved His own ,which were in the world, He loved them 
unto the end", doubt is left without excuse. So that 
whatsoever aspect of the Divine Character you may have 
under review, to whatsoever quality of Deity you may 
direct your thought, because Jesus is God, from everla,st­
ing to everlasting, God, ~ecause salvation is of His doing 
in its, beginning and continuance, and 1 had almost said, 
its ending, but there is no end-because it is of God, you 
may know that you have it, and rejoice in the everlasting 
possession of it. -, ' 

II. 

Then a fur:ther consideration: think of THE NATURE 
OF SALVATION ITSELF. What is it HI! 'gives us?' He be­
came the Author of salvation-is that what my text says? 
No; it says "he became the author of eternal salvation". 
Eternal salvation'! ' Salvation that in its very nature and 
constitution is like God Himself-because it is God Him-

" 
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seH! There ~s no salvation apart from God; therefore it 
is eternal. If you are saved at all, you are saved for 
ever. 

What is salvation? It is described as a life. . What 
sort .of life? "Everlasting life"; "eternal life". "My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me: and I give unto them eternal life!' If salvation were 
·a system of ethics, if it were a philosophy of life; if it 
consisted in the laborious effort of endeavouring- to real­
ize some ~bjective ideal; if salvation consisted in our 
bringing ourselves under the discipline of the mind,. and 
thus seeking to do that which is represented as being 
right by a standard objective to ourselves-if that were 
what salvation is, then I grant you we might well be a 
little doubtful of its eternal continuance. But that is not 
what salvation is: it is a life. it is something which God 
imparts, it is something- which God gives us, which, until 
He touches us, we have no.t in our possession. 

"You hath he quickened, who were dead in tres­
passes and sins." And the life which He giv.es, is the· 
life ~hich is one with His own life, for He is repre-· 
se!Ited as the Head, and believers are the members o~ 
~lS body; so that precisely the .same quality of life is 
10 the humblest member that you will find in the 
Head. My little finger is just as old and as young as 
my head; it is part I)f me. The body i,s one though it 
has many .members. And "we are members .of his 
body, of his flesh, and of his bones." "For both he 
that sanctifieth .and they who are santified ate all of 
one." As the Father, Son, ·and Holy Ghost, are one 
and inseparable, ·so believers are one in Christ and 
are inseparable from Him. ' 
. I delight to recall that when the soldiers came to 
the three crosses when permission had been granted 
by the Roman governor to hasten the death of the 
three supposed malefactors that their bodies might not 
remain on the cross over the Sabbath, they came to 
the thieves and found them breathing, and. to hasten 
dissolution they brake their legs; but when th.ey came 
to Him =VVho hung upon the central. cross they dis­
covered that "He was dead already"; and they brake 
not His legs-do you know why? Because of old God 
had said, "A bone of him shall not be broken." They 
pier.ced .His hancJs, they pierced His side, they drove 
their nails through His feet, they put a cr·Dwn of 
thorns.about His brow; 'ibut He carried a,. perfect body 
into the glory, not a dismembered body. No member WO.f 

absent! When the soul believes on Jesus, he or she be­
CDmes a member .Df the body o-f Christ, and it is just 
as possible. for the Head in the glory to perish as for. 
any member upon earth to be lost. It is His life that 
is in us,-and that is eternal. Saith He: "Because I 
live ye shall'live alsD." 

Remember what He said: "I have pDwer to. lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again. This com­
mandment have I received Df my Father." He said, 

- "No man taketh it from me." And even when ·He 
. stDod before Pilate, an"d Pilate asked Him if He did 

not know that he had power to' crucify Him, He said, 
"Thou couldest have no power at all against me, ex­
cept it were given thee from above; therefDre he that 
d·elivereth me unto thee hath the greater sin." All the 
power Df Rome cDuld not have ·crucified Him, all the 
power of the ecclesiastical world CDuld not have 
brought Hhn to the' cross, for He was "a Priest f'Dr, 

ever after the order of Melchizedec," made "after the 
power of an indi~soluble life;" and that life which is 
indissDluble, that eternal life which is His,. is mine, 
because He has given me eternal life. 

Then, my ·dear friends, this salvation is described 
as ((anew creation!'; "If any man ,be in Christ, he is a 
new creature (or a new creation): old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new."_ 
YDU remember how death entered after that God had 
said all things were gDod, and that the crDwn of His 

. creation; the man made in His image and likeness, was 
"very good"? "Wheref.Dre, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, 'and death be sin; and so death passed 
upon all men~ for that all have sinned:" Everything 
was death-stricken because of sin, but GQd, Dn the 
grDund of the infinite Sacrifice Df the crDSS which can­
cels our obligation to the law, which pays the utmost 
farthing of our indebtedness, makes us new creatures 
in Christ, gives us new natures, new hearts, new con­
sciences, new memories, new wills-everything new, 
"the new man, which after God is created in righteous­
ness and true holiness". That "new man" is a part Df 
God, and can never die. ' 

This "salvation establishes a new· relationship. ' "Now 
therefDre," we read in the secDnd of Ephesians, "ye 
are no. more strangers and foreigners,· but fellow­
citizens with the saints, and,of the household Df God; 
and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself. being the chief CDrner 
stone; in whDm all the building fitly framed together 
grDweth unto an holy temple in the LDrd: in whom ye 
also ar.e builded together for an habitation of God 
thrDugh' the Spirit." The -believer is brought from 
strangerhood to sonship, from poverty to. wealth, from 
the far country to the Father's house, from destitution 
to. heirship, sharing with' Christ His unsearchable 
·riches. The Lord will not cast away His children, He 
will not shut the door in the face .of any in -whom He 
has implanted that principle. 'Df eternal lif.e. They 
may wand,er, but they wil~ come back again: "My 
sheep hear my voice, and I 'knDw them, and they fDl­
IDW me': and I give un to them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand." 

In His high priestly prayer in the s,eventeenth of 
John, w:hen He was giving an account, may I rever­
ently say, of His stewardship, and, so to speak, was 
abDut . to resign His earthly commission, ere He de­
parted hence when the care 'Df His sheep was to be 
taken up by :vhe Comforter Whom He would send, He 
said, "Tj1ose that thou gavest me I hav.e· kept, anq 
none Df them is lost, but the son Df perdition; that the 
scripture might be fulfilled." 

There is another beautiful figure .that I wish I had 
time to carry through with you. Believers are .the 
Ibride, and Jesus Christ is the Bridegroom. I r·ead in 
the 'end ·Df the Book about a great day when it shall be 
said, "The marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife 
hath made herself ready." I have never seen it, but 
I have ,read of marriage occasions when one of the 
parties failed. to appear. It must be very distressing. 
But when all the universe is ass.embled to witness the 
marriage of the Lamb, to. witness the uniDn of thDse 
who have been bought with !blood, with Him Who is 
the Prince 'Df glory, I am positive there will be no dis-
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appointment on th.at occasion. I am certaIn that 
Heaven will make such provision for it that the bride 
will be there. The wedding will be furnished with 
guests; the house will be filled; and every provision 
of grace will be utiliz.ed; and our sover·eign Saviour, 
this glorious Lover. of ,our souls, will not be. thwarted 
in His eternal purpose, but He will present us to His 
Father with e~ceeding joy, when we shall he without 
spot, -or wrinkle, or any such thing, but shall be 
holy and without blame before Him in love. There 
is a .great day coming, my friends, there is a glorious 
event in the future. It is that ,one far-off, divine, event 
to which the whol.e creation .mov,es .("Hallelujah I") .. 

• " III 

But that I may leave u~belief no 'standing place at 
all, and make the place where faith must stand still 
more clear, let me say to' you that it is evident salva­
tion is eternal when you consider THE TERMS UPON 
WHICH IT Is RECEIVED. What price do you pay for it? 
Just this,- . 

, "Nothing in .m'y hands I 'bring, . 
Simply,to Thy cross I cling." 

You ar,e bankrupt, and you cannot pay five cents on­
the dollar/nor one cent on the' dollar-nor even a frac­
tion of one per cent: There is a world of theology in ' 

I the story of the prodigal-in fact, all theology is in 
it. He who had had so much when he went away. 
before he turned his steps homeward had ,"spent all", 
and had nothing left. Salvation then, in its beginning, . 
is of grace. I have been speaking 'of s'alvation, in part, 
in its obJective aspect, as something prepal'ed for us; 
and I have tried to tell you what it is when we receive 
it, that it is a life, a new ·creati.on, a new f.ellowship, a 
new relationship, but upon what terms are we to re­
ceive it? Is ther,e any point between that provision 
and our reception' of it where you and ~. can claim a 
Httle 'bit of credit, where we can say, "I am saved be~ 
cause I did so and so"? No, my friends, the terms of 
salvation are of grac·e. 

'Somebody says, "Stick to your text, Mr. Preacher. 
Your text says, 'Being made perfect, he became the 
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
him.' Is not our salvation conditioned up'on our 
obedience?" , ~ost certainly; and yet paradexical as 
it may seem, obedience is included in your salvation, 
f.or that is but another name for faith. "This is his 
commandment, That we should beHeve on the name 
of his Son Jesus Christ." We obey God when we be­
lieve Jesus Christ, when we yield ourselves in whole­
hearted surrender to Him, confessing o'ur destitution, 
our nothingness, our worse-than-nothingness, our in­
herent sinfulness, 'and the record of a sinful life-when 
we bring it all toO Him and t~ll Him that we have noth­
ing to offer for salvation, and that' everything short 
qf hell is mercy-will you remember that? For every 
man of ,woman born, everything short of hell is mercy, 
for that is what we deserved. And yet, instead of that, 
he offers us eternal salvation' on condition, that we 
ackilOwledge our emptiness, our nothingness, our utter 
bankruptcy, and receiv'e that which He has provided 
for us. '" ' 

Inasmuch as salvation is of grace in its beginning, 
it is of grace in its co.ntinuance, for He Who made us 

His own will,keep us. !.was half-minded to preach to 
)'ou from another text' this evening, but on the same 
subject, for I could find a thousand t,exts in this old 
Book that tell us of eternal salvatioOn. This was the 
other text-which I hav,e already quoted to you-"My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
'me: and I give unto them et~rnal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my. hand." Weare .His sheep. Nurse that figure f.or 
a minute, will you? Poor, silly, stupid, things we are, 
whose only ability is that whicn enables us to ,wander 
away from Him. _ But we become His sheep by the 
purchase of His pr,ecious blood. ' He bought' us, He 
paid for' us. Hold fast to that word, "redemption" . 
,Do not miss the music of it. This is what it means,-

"J esus paid it all, 
All to Him lowe; 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow." 

"Ve began in grace, and we shall continue in grace. 
I lov,e that story of David when he saicl before Saul, 

when Saul ask,ed, "What qualification have you to go' 
and meet the Philistine ?"-he said, "Thy servant kept 
his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, 
and took a lamb out·o·f the flock: and I went out after 
him, and'smote him, and deliv.ered it out of·his mouth: 
and when' he aros,e against me, I caught him by his 
beard; and smote him, and slew him." At the end of 
the day he was able to say, to his father, "I have lost 
nothing; I had to fight for it, but I kept my father's 
sheep." On that ground he went out and laid the 
giant low, the champion of the hosts of the Philis­
tines. 

Our glorious Lord is not only ecruall to lions, to' our' 
adversary the devil, who as a roaring .lion walketh 
about seeking whom he may devour,; but He is the. 
Head of all principalities and powers. I r,evel in that 
word~hear it: "And ye are compl,ete in him"-who is 
He? "The head of all principality and power"; and 
there is not an enemy on ear,th, nor an enemy 'in hell, 
nor all the devils in the pit, equal to my glorioU's Lord. 
He Who saved me will keep me to the end. 

IV. 
Someone says, "That is all very well, sir, ,but all the 

time you have been speaking I have be,en thinking of 
some things I have observed which seem flatly to con­
tratlict your cont,ention, for I am old enough to have' 
seen many people profess religion a1'l:d fall away." 
Alas 1 Alas 1 I have known ministers who' preached the 
gospel to turn ~way from the tr1,1th and utterly to lapse 
from its standards of life. What shall I say in the face 
of these apparent contradictions of this doctrine? I' 
admit that weare frailcrea,tures, and I rememher that 
in the Old Testament so great ,a 'man as David had to 
write his penitential Psalm and 'cry, "Have mercy, upon' 
me, 0 God,' according to thy loving kindness: according 
unto the multitude of ,thy tender mercies blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me, thoroughly from mine 
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I ·acknowl­
edge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before, 
me.'l And God's children may have to do that some­
times, for God's children do get into the mire and soil 
their garments, and must needs come back home 
'\gain. 
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In the New Testament there are two very notable' 
instances, one was ·that of Judas, and the other was 
that of Peter. Remember tha:t for three years nobody 
knew that Judas was the son of perdition. He was 
numbered among the apostles, he was treasurer of the 
company, he had the bag and bore what was put 
therein; yet for thirty pieces of silver he sold the Mas­
ter. Our Lord said, "Have not ~ chosen you twelve, 
and one of you is a devil?" He knew it from the be­
ginning. _ 

As for Peter: he was bold in his prof.ession of loy­
alty, and said, "Though I should die with Thee, yet 
will I not deny thee"-but he ·did, as his Lord had 
said. That is a very touching word which the Lord 
uttered after His resurrection, "Go your way, tell his 
disciples and Peter", for you r.emember in the hour of' 
his temptation, when someone said to Peter, "Surely 
thou art one of them", he said, "I know not this man 
of whom ye speak". The Lord knew all about it, and,of 
his later sorrow. He sa.id, "Should I send him a mes­
sage, inviting him with .the -disciples?" Peter would 
have said, "That is not for me," so He said, "Go tell his 
disciples-and: Peter." Peter said he was not a dis­
ciple, but the Lord knew better, for He said on the 
other s.ide of the cross, "Satan hath desir·ed to have _ 
you, that he may sift you as whe.at: but I have prayed 
for thee, that thy faith fail not. I shall n.ot lose you"­
and Peter became the preacher of Pentecost. 

But saith one, "I can understand that, sir; I have 
seen many people wander away and come home. again, 
and I am not troubled so much with the case of the 
backslider who lapses from his profession for a while 
and then returns. What troubles me is those who 
turn their -back ,uRon the gospel, upon Christ, and 

_ trample the blood· of the covenant wher.ewith they 
were sanctified under their feet, and never come back, 
and die as they have liv-ed-what will you say of 

I insist on this, that the only. proof of our election 
is ,that we keep on. I may know that I am saved, and 
rejoice in it, but I cannot prove it to you by telling 
you s.o. The only way I can prove to you that I am a 
Chr,istian is by living as a Christian should live all 
along through life. That .is what James is speaking 
3!bout in his epistle. He is not speaking of the soul's 
jus.tification before God, but before men. Faith will 
justify me before God, for He knows my heart; but 
only a life that is abundantly fruitful, characterized 
by good works, can just.ify me before men: "He that 
endureth toO the end, the same shall be saved." 

And what a blessing that such a salvation is offered 
to everyone of us "with.out money and without pdce" I 
How many of yot! haye r.eceived it? Do you -receive it 
this evening? Can you say, "I thank God that I have 
this eternal salvation"? Hany have hesitated to re­
ceive Christ because they thought it was part of works 
and part of grace, God in the beginning, ourselves in 
the middle, and perhaps a little bit of ourselves and 
a little hit of God in the ,end-and because of that you 
were afraid ?-I do not wonder. Faith is stepping .out 
of self into Jesus, ceasing t9 trust ourselves and trust-
ing Jesus only. . 

Let us sing for our -invitation hymn,-

"J estls paid ·it all, 
All to Him I owe; 

Sin had left a crims,on stain, 
He washed it white as snow.'~ 

WEEK END IN JARVIS STREET. 

In common with the rest of the ,Contine'nt, Toronto has 
suffered for some days ir,om the heat wave that has been 
most trying. Saturday was hot, but the attendance at prayer 
meeting was undiminished, the room being full. Sunday was 
hotter. The Sunday School was down considerably, the at­
tendance being 855. This amid stifling heat, in the midst of 

. a. holiday season, and the day :before a :public holiday, was 
perhaps not so ,bad. There wa's a -great congregation at the 
morning service, which was followed ·by the Monthly Clom­
munion Service with an -attendance of a little less than six 
hundred. (The Communion attendance is reckoned by the 
number of individual cups used.) Bu,~ what. a swelteri~g dayl 
W;ould anybody go to church in the evenIng? They came! 
filling the downstairs and about two-thirds of the gallery. 
The entire service 'Was broadcast as usual, and following the 
service the lPastor preached again to -a great crowd out 'of 
doors. The presence of God was with us at all services. The 
aggregate at all services could not have been less' 'than four 
thousand. Five were baptized in the ev,ening, and a good 
number responded: to the invitation to confes's Christ. . 

- them?" It was with design I read the parable of the 
sower this evening. Our Lord knew there would be 
many 'Classes of hearers. "Some fell 'by the way side, 
and the fowls came and devoured them up." They 
hear the word and- understand it not; it is caught away 
by the birds of the air. But there was another class: -
those who hear the word and understand it; and still 
another class who hear the word and with joy receive 
it. The first is described as hav-ing no root in them­
selves; they understand it, but with a mere intellectual 
apprehension of the truth. One may be as orthodox 
as Paul int.e11ectually, he may be able to write the 
most admirable treatise on some aspect of gospel 
truth, and yet not have "the root .of the matter" in 
him, for it is "with the heart man believeth unto right­
eousness". The word must go deeper than the under:- ~ 
standing: it must grip tlie heart and life, and _ be.come 
part .of the man, or he is not saved. There were others 
who r·eceived the word imparted "with joy"; it en­
tered into their ·emotional nature, they received it and 
said, Hallelujah, but their natures_ were not changed, 
and so by and -by, out of the innate corruption of their 
hearts the thorns and thistles began to grow-they _ 
were not new creatures in Christ-and smoothered the 
word, and th.ey became unfruitful. But there were 
some others who r,eceiv'ed the word in good ground, 
in ground that was pr,epared for its reception, "and 
brought forth 'fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixty­
fold, some thirtyfold." 
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'~be I1nton .aptt~ Wttness , 
These 'pages (13, 14 and 15) are the official organ of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches in Ontario and Quebec. 

337 Jarvis Street, Toronto, Canada. 

THE GOD OF THE WHOLE YEAR 
ROUND. 

:'Is yourGoQ. the ·God of the whole 
year round? Do you believe that 
Elijah's God is the God of the summer­
time as well as of every other season 
o:e the year? We hear of so many 
churches these days where certain doors 
of service are "closed for the summer". 
Ilf you are of those who believe that 
God's Roly iSpirit is ,always more ready 
to send the ,blessing than we are to re­
ceiv~ it, and if .He has' blessed you dur­
ing·these summer days, won'·t you write 
and teIl us abo.ut it, that we with you 
may praise the God of ihe whole year 
round. 

• • • :to 

F.B.Y.P.A. CAMP. 
. "The. !Lord hath done .glreat things 
for us whereof we are glad." 

W.· GORDON BROWN, Editor. 

of ·being fishers of men to bring others 
to Him. 
'E~d-o;rsed in the highest terms of ap­

preciatIOn by the twenty or more visit­
ing mi~iSltexs who were present from all 
parts of the 'Convention; enjoyed to the 
full .by those who attended; and a.bove 
all, sealed by ·the HoIy Spirit of God 
with the conversion of at leas·t one soul, 
the restoration of a backslider and the 
full consecration of many young people 
to the service of 'Christ, our first Camp 
stands' ~ore our people as an unquali­
fied: 'success, ,wj·th the, brightest of pros­
pect-s Ifor the greatest possible service 
in the future. . 

We .eannot. speak too highly of the 
s~~endld service rendered by our Camp 
D.lrectors, all of whom gave of their 
very best that our first Camp mIght 'be 
wondemully blessed above all' that we 
coulde ask or even think, and "that in all 
·things He might have the pre-eminence" 
(Colossians 1: 18). . 

• • • • 
On Monday, Aug·ust 4th, the first 

summer camp .of our new Convention 
was };lrougb.t to a close. Thirty-two 
churches had been represented with an 
approximate final ·attendance of 130. FAREWELL TO OUR MISSIONARIES 
Old and: young alike had enjoyed together AT OWEN SOUND. 
ten gIorious days of spiritual and: phy-si- On W~nesday evening, July Soth,. the 
cal refresh-ment. It was indeed "a little So-uth End Baptist Church was well fill­
bit of Heaven" to aH who attended 'and ed with members 'and friends, gathered 
as . someon-e expressed it, it was "bet-ter to ibid farewell to Rev. and Mrs. Han­
felt than 'teW". cox, missi,onaries-elect to Liberia. Rev. 

only.are strong in the faith themselves, 
-but who are con~inually upholding the. 
fundamental doctrmes of His Word (ond 
the faith once for all deliyered to the 
saints. During the two years you have 
laboured w.ith us, we as a church -and 
as individuals have ',been greatly blessed 
by . your consis·tent ,Christian life, your 
faithful ministry oIf the Word, your un­
tiring .e~for~s '!ith the young people, 
your ,y.lsltatIgn m the homes, and also 
by . MIl"s. Hancox's work in the Bible 
Sch;o?l! M,issiona<ry Auxiliary and other 
8:ctr~'l~les of the church. Our spiritual 
lIves 'nave been greatly strengthened and 
we have been blessed: in our fellowship 
together and also in the number of those 
accepting Christ as their Saviour and 
f!>HoWin~' Hi!ll in the ordinance .of hap­
tIsm; ana' thiS' we believe is truly a real 
evj.d!lnce of the Spirit's seal upon your 
mIn'lStry here. . Words fail to express 
,the thoughts' and wishes we desire to 
convey to you to-night; as a more tang­
ible expression of our love to you and 
o~r appreciation of your faithful ser­
v.I~es amQngst us, we ask you to accept 
thIS purse, realizing that with it go our 
earnest prayers' tha.t ·God. may guide 
and .protect you, and that He may at 
aH tImes be your strength and joy. Our 
prayers shall continue to ascend to our 
God on your Ibehalf whHe we are IIIbs~nt 
one from ·another .. 

"Signed- on .behalf. of, .the church, 
. "Mrs. H. 'E. TreIeaven, Clerk.'" 

... • • • 

·.Shut away fr.om the busy world in the W. ·E. Atkdnson, himself a returned mis­
midst of the enchanting natural beauty sion·ary from Nigeria; gave an intensely 
of Fisher's .Glen, tb.·e campers' were interesting missionary address, telling 
brought very close to the Lord and to of. tl}e m!'ny difficuLties the out-going 
each other .as' the carefully-planned pro- !IlIsslqnarles would encounter, especially gra~me of camp 'activities was' carried m the study of the language. Mrs. BLESSING AT WALSH: 
oilt.: The inspiring talks on "Soul-Win- Hancox dIsplayed numerolUl.. a1"ticles . ~he friends of Faith Regular Baptist 
ning" 'by Dr. Olark., the searching and which she 'had: received in visiting the Ch~Il"ch .o~ Walsh were greatly blesed 
stimulati~g mess~ges 0If thE) visiting pas- churches, which will ,be. -of invaluable by the VISit of an Jnstrumental Quartette 
tors, the J'oyful tImes of the family s-in-g- service in the 'Work in Liberia, and which from Jarvis Street foor the week end 
song, and the quiet periods' of fellow- a.lso were full of yery val-uable sugges~ ~f July 19. and ·20: The Saturday. even­
ship, lifted each one to glorious heightll tlons to rfihose 'holding the ropes at home. mg ,open-aIr meetmg was much enjoyed, 
of fresh communion with God. Mr. :Hancox then gave a short address except by one. man who paid his c'ompli-

T.he Camp ·text, "Follow me, and I on Romans 10:14, especially. dwelling on men~~ ,by ge~tmg angry. At the Sunday 
will mak~ you fishers' of men," the tbe thought "How shall .they believe in everung serVIce held in the open-air, the 
Camp chorus, "I wiH make you fishers Him of w~om they .. have not heard ?,,~su8:1 attemdance w~s easily ?oubled ... 
o~ -me~", ~nd the' Camp paper, "The. A number of the young .people responded On Sunday evenmg, July 27th, six" 
Fishers' Net', gave a three-fold emphasis to the invitation f.uUy.to consecrate their young ~en. w~re baptb;ed in the stream 
to the stirring !!,hallenge ·to personal work all to the 'sel"V'iee of 'Ohris.t. Some of ~ear the vll1age, and at ·a well-attended' 
which continulllly was. being presented. these are ent~ring the Seminary this c<,)mmunion ~ervice were. w~l~omed into 
.It: i~ hoped tha.t it may 'be poss.tble for FaH tP. commence their preparation for the fellowship of the church. A visit· 
the three editions of -our Camp paper the minIstry. ,Mil". and: Mrs. Hancox sang from Rev. C. H. iLeggett, ·of Verdun, was 
tg ,be .distri-buted: throughout the'Conven- wi~h feelinlf "I Will .travel. ~n. the; way much appre~iated by the pe,ople. . 
ti.~n.lD .order t~at· others may catch a to Calvary. The church.cler~ was ;then • • • • 
glI~p!!~ of the .JOY and blessing that our called u'pon to convey the fareweU mes- . C.ALYIN,· TO . RONT' O. 
!first ,'Camp. brC}ught' to those who were sage from the church' and Deacon 
p~vHeged to' 'at~elld:. . S~ewart presented: Mr. and !\frs. H~ncox . The ,people. of QaIvin Chureh have 
.. N-or waS.; the physical side. neglected With a· gene<rous purse (One Hun~red been 'greatly: elllCourliged recently' by 
as ·.it~.wa:s 'p:toved once .again that it i~ Dollar~): -Rev. W. E. ,smalley. of '!iver- many ~n~w.er~ t.o prayer ~n9 .by the help 
entI'i;~ly poss~ple for our Christian en- .ton led: lD prayer. The followlpg IS the of the 'Lord: .agamst the mighty. Greater 
j?yment ;to: be i]1 ha,rmony with this prin- farewell -letter. iTom the chu~l!-: . s~rength and: ,gr.eater }~~ldness have .b,:en 
clple: ~',Wl:lats~~er .ye do, . . . do all "Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hanc.ox:· given to many, enablIng them to tes~ify 
td' tbh~ J~loty. J)f 'GOd:" (I Corinthians "The' ,officers and members of this ci~e. strongl}", ,to the love ~!ld savlDg 
~0:··31) .. J~y?US co~petition ·on land.and church have. gathe;red to-night to hid ,bhri~~. of,i:~lrj;,~:.rdw~~~e:ahou~ Jb~~S. 
lD .,the, w!1ter /~sulted .frol)l t~e .u~llque you fare:well for a. time and to wish you added ,to the fello~shlp. of ·.th~ve i,. ee~ 
p~9.~apm~e .. ~ ... mtere~tmg camp .sports. ~od-sp~d. ~s .y!>u go .fox:th ~a Liberia and.last .sunda one'sister foll;w

c 
urc . 

. fe~~ t~c~~l ~rh~rd .. t~e . ci,mK.-flre re- mt9. '!ld~r sel"Vlce for Hun: whom. }"ou 40r~ in. -baptisni.. The Bible S~;IJ,ooI-es~:;~ 
~tlti~~~~::ci!t1~~1~h:~r!~~Jg~Fs3Z:: ~~::i~e:7;:~:~~¥n~dh~~J;:h ~i:~~~~i ~gr:~re~~~~ ::pnf'~::;:t' ~:t~r~~t.. ~~:~= . ' . , are a source' 0 grea encouragement 

..... 
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. and strength. Pray for God's continued On the Lord's Day Pastor St. James 
blessing on this work. gav~ an interesting account tlf the way 

* * * * in which this church had experienced 
HARTFORD. the "fellowship of His sufferings". But 

the church has also experienced the glory 
The great interest taken by the young of ,His grace and blessing. Twenty-five 

people in the work of the Hartford Hundred Dollars has been paid on the 
Church brings great joy to the hearts new build.ing, E,ighteen Hundred Dollars 
of our members. On -Sunday evening, coming from the Union and the churches. 
July '20th, the evening service was made The lots are clear and during the open­
a Seminary night. Three young men of ing services FiV'e Hundred Dollars was 
the neighbourhood-Messrs. J. W. Arm- received ·on the Three Thousand Dollar 
strong, V. iPennanen, and A. Morgan- indebtedness which remained. Pray that 
brought inspiring messages, and interest the .Lord may touch hearts to help with 
in our educational work was awakened this work. The Sunday services were 
by a presentation from a practical stand- blessed by God to all hea:rts. Pastor St. 
point of the work. of' the Sem~nary. A James preached on "W'hy a Frenchman 
young people's choll' gave a brIght Gos- Believes the Bi!ble", and! -Rev. J. Dan'll­
pel testimony in song. In spite of the theny of the Beneficent Church, gave 
eXICeedingly hot weather, over one hund- a helpful message on "Conversion". The 
red were present at this service. A few PEtOpie of, 'his church 'were present at 
weeks previously another young people's the services and two of his congrcgatio-n 
night ·was marked ,by similal' hlessing wer·e haptized. Five Catholics were 
to all. On iSunday, J.uly 27th, Rev. M. present, ,one of whom said, "I may 'be 
Doherty, of Buckingham, Quebec, waa the next." 'Pray for them. In the words 
present, in the morning assisting the of iP,hilippians\, ~hl1a~14, Ithe people of. 
pastor, and in the evening bri!lging an St. Paul's Church :are pressing on "to­
inspiring message from GenesIs 4. In ward . the mark fOT' the - prize of the 
the :afternoo-n of the same Sunday the high calling 9f -Goo in Ohrist Jesus". 
pastor conducted tJte funeral service of Let us haV'e fellowship 'With thl!m in giv­
a young [ndian who had lost h1s life ~n ing and in prayer. . 
rescu·ing two others from drownl1~g. ThIS * '" '" '" 
y;o-ung man 'Was a relative of Rev. Mel-
chie Henrv. pastor of the Medina Indian SHOWERS OF BLESSING IN lAMA-
Church. 'The church was crowded to ICA. 
capacity for the impressive service. Let We ha'Ve received encouraging word 
us be much in prayer for the -sal'Vation of the 'York n 'Jamaica, from both Rev. 
of many souls eoven Ith!l"ough this touch- J. W. Knight and Rev. G. W. Smith. 
ing incident. We hear glad news of God's continued 

'" '" '" '" blessing on our 'Work in Jamaica. We 
HUGHSON STAEET HAMILTON.. ask that our readers will pray that as 

now they are receiving the showers, so 
The regular services have been. fairly in the near future the very flood-gates 

'well attended and the prayer meetings of Goo's. ,blessing may be opened. . 
are keeping up well. A Children's Meet-
jng held every Wednesday afternoon has' "A Streamlet of Souls" 
had a·s many as ninety-four in a~tend- Sometime ago two souls came to the 
ance. There is promise of a great work Lord at the Mount M·oriah appojntment, 
among the boys and girls and we covet one in the morn-ing and the other in the 
your prayers for this. Sisters 'Cole and afternoon at a meeting held in an out­
Gadsby, who have been conducting the station. Two. weeks ago ·two men came 
Hess Street Mission, are also' helping out boldly at Aenon Town. 'One had 
in this work. The work on the Guelph been a backslider for many years while 
Highway has been specially encouraging the ,other was a stran·ge:c to Christ. On 
and nineteen souls have been .saved. An a recent Sunday two more came out at 
open-air meeting is held every Sunday Mount Moriah, one of whom .had been 
evening and from three hundred to four ,a backslider for sot;rle time. We thank 
ihun,dred passers-by heal' the Gospel pro- God for this little streamlet of souls 
claimed. The new 'Canadians, who are coming to Ohrist· and we pray that it 
mostly \toman 'Catholics, ·are hard to may grow intp a river. Mr. Knight re­
reach, ibut we pray that we shall see ports that tl1e devil is very busy and 
many of them when we meet'Him face bidding high for the lives of the young 
to face. Satan is very busy, but .our people and that m'oral conditions are 
God 'Will fight for us. Pray for the sal- ind·eseri-ba:ble in many of the interior 
vation of many souls. I districts. Bl'other Knight was pleased 
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more heard the former ·acting pastor, 
Rev. W. J. Mornan, give a -Sunday even­
ing message on John '15:5. Afterwards 
for.ty-eight immersed· believers gathered 
to observe the Lord's Supper and the 
new converts were rec.eived. into church 
fellowship. 

·The Enquirer's Class needs the pray­
ers of our readers for the conversion of 
a man . and his wife and three young 
girls who aTe s~~ing the Lord. 

'" '" '" '" 
FISHER'S GLEN 

AIbOlll:t one hundred and thirty Reg'll'lar . 
BaptistBi Nom thirty-two ditferent. 
churches, 'attended the Summer Bible 
Conference of the F.B.Y.P.A. of On­
tario and ·Quebec. Jarvis Street, An­
nette Street, and Fairbank, of Toronto, 
and Central' 'Ohurch, London, sent the 
largest delegati-ons. . Churches as far 
East as' Ottalwa and Montreal lWere wen 
represented on Ibhe registration Hst. 

A warm spiritual atmosphere was ·the 
outstanding characteristic of the camp, 
and those who attended will long remem­
ber the sing-songs on the beach and 
round the piano. Some who came to 
stay for a day found the fellowship so 
delightful that they remained much 
longer -than they had intended. 

Among the speakers' at the Confer­
ence were Rev. W. J. H. Brown, Rev. 
C. H. Leggett, Rev. T. Summers, Rev. 
Matthew Doherty, R~v. Sydney Law­
rance, Rev. J. Lewis; Rev. J. F. Holliday, 
Rev. A. J. Loveday, Rev. E. 'and Mrs; 
Hancox. Beside the inspirational mes­
sages delivered by these leaders, there 
were two morning classes in Bible study 
which were most valuable contributions 
to the life of the camp .. Dr. Olive ·Clark 
led a class in personal soul-winning, and 
Rev. Alexander Thomson conducted a 
series of studies in- the Old Testament 
Feasts. 

'rohe Lord set His seal upon ·the whole 
undertaking. God's children were re­
freshed both spiritually and physically; 
two professed conversion; and the finan­
cial obligations, amounting Ibo nearly 
seventeen hundred dollars, were all met 
before the campers left the Glen. 

T·he directors wish to· express .their 
appreciation to .the churches and pastors 
of the ,Convention for their cooperatio:n 
and prayer, and it is their belief tha.t the 
young people who attended ,the Confer:' 
ence will return to their churches better 
fitted to carry on the work o.f the Lo.rd. 

* '" '" 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA. 

'" '" '" '" to have Rev. O. T. Johnston with !him 
fOT' a few days and reports encouraging On July 9th a special service was held 

DEDICATION AND OPENING OF ST. news from him also. to consider the or.ganization of the'Nor~ 
. PAUL'S CHURCH. wood ·Regular Baptist -Church, Edmon~ 

Fine weather favoured ·the unique Bap~sms at 6.ao a.m. ton, Atbena. -Rev. Morley . Hall, of the 
occasion of the opening of. St •.. Paul's Rev. Wilfrid -Smith reports·a blessed Westbourne Baptist Ohurch, Calg.,ry, 
Bi-l-ingual Baptist Chu'l'ch. The people time at such a service at Hewitt's View. and Mr. ,Phillips, of Benalto, were ·tlle 
were gre_tly intereSted and~ e*ellent A crowd of about one hundred and fifty speakers. -On the following eveninf the 

'singing and ,Mleaking made the mt!etings people had gathered even at that early church was organized~ with ,Mr. 'Hal act­
very profitable to all. Fellow-workers hou'l' to view the ordinance and to hear ing as ·,Moderator. The church officers 
from iDalesville and 'Sawyerville were from the Pastor a brief Gospel message were . ~pPQinted and- Mr. Gordo:!!: ·W. 
present to encourage and assist by pray- from' the conversion of the. Philippi an Searle was given a unanimous call .to 
er and singing.' .The Thursday night jailer. As ·the audience sang "I'm· Not become pastor. . At the' time of organ':' 
messages, gi,ve~ ,by Pastor. C. J. Lpney; Ashamed to Own My Lord", one woman ization the cons·titution of the -Regular 
proved an inspil'ation.aoo delight·to all· and four men followed .. their. Lord in Baptist 'Missionary Soc~ety of Alberta 
who were' present. _ On Saturday night the waters of' baptism. On the. same was not yet off the press. 'So 'members 
a two-hour prayer meeting was held 'by Sunday many were ',Present at Sunday were r~ceived thro~gh the' testimony of 
the Intercession Circle, to thank God ~hool.at Hewitt's VIew, and a capacity :their experience on' condition, that: they 
for tlIe wonders of His grace. audience of two 'hundred and fifty or must sullscribeto the articl~ of fa;it4 
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in the constitution .. These, articles, when and deeply appreciate this love-gift. 
tht;ly. arrived, were unanimously accept- You can picture our .getting around this 
ed ,by tIle members. part of the country :to many more vil­
. Since the organization of the church, lages >than heretofore was possi-ble, tak­
splendid progress in the work is report- iug with us the ,Bread of Heaven for lost, 
ed. ,Mr. Searle has all the members hungry,. dying souls, thus you share 
working hard and they are enjoying it. with us in the ministry of' the Gospel 
The prayer meetings are well attended with ,its message of Life in the Risen 
and .bring real inspiration for the Sunday Lord. 
services. Mter the church services an fl'he gift came 9,S :a real 'birtliday pres­
open-air meeting is held on the street ent, for my wife',s :birthday and mine 
corner with ,Mr. Searle leading the sing- are both in the month of May, so that 
ing. 'The Sunday School has an average we certainly hada· 'beautiful as well as 
attendance of fifty and It is expected 'useful pres.ent. 
that this will increase when the schools I have purchased an ,English-made ma­
re-open in the Fall. OUT re~ders are chine as I .believe they are .the best 
asked to pray 'that countless souls will suited for this oounbry.· The roads as 
be br.ought to Jesus through the minstry theY 'are, and bad as. they are, can ,be 
of thiS new church. used to· some advantage'with a motor-

• • • • cycle, in fact, I believe it Is the most 
. . satisfactory way of getting ar.ound in 

A LETTER OF APPRECIATION FROM this district. The machine .is an Ariel, 
H; L. DAVEY. a 250 c,-c. De Luxe Model, O.V.H. electric 

Dear Friends: lights, aU the latest improvements, a 
Your wonderful" gift of $300.00 for a special pillion seat with ail' cushion and 

motorc'ycIe came safely to hand ·some days foot rests-just .ideal for Mrs. Davey­
ago.· I would have :written .at once to and the fnachine does n·ot weigh over 
thank you-but had I done s·o it would two hundred and fif~y pounds. It will, 
have .been impossible for me to tell you therefore, be easy' for me to get it over 
any-thing a'bout the machine I had pur- the so-called .bridges and crossin'g rivers 
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chanic. He ,has agreed also to attend ,to 
any nec~.ssary adjustments that may be 
needed as the machine is' used. The re-. 
mainder of the money will be used as 
follows-licence about $12.00; $1'3.00 for 
incidental expenses and gasoline 'and oil. 
Just as soon as possible I shall forward 
a picture of y.our missionary repreenta­
tive wdth the only. white lady pinion Tider 
in Bassa 'County, Republic of Liberia. 

We do appreciate so much everythin'g 
the people of the Union are doing to 
push this work and to make the workers 
more e:ffeeti'Ve by proper support and 
neces'sary equipment, and we know .that 
you will never regret doing this, for in 
that day, you will .see .that it has been 
worth while to bning the message of 
RedemptioD through His blood to the 
Bassa tribe for even now there are those 
who can really 'sing His praises from 
redeemed hearts, and if He tarry who 
can tell how many more will swell His 
praises?· . 

We rejoice to hear that Rev. and Mrs. 
Hancox :have heen accepted Iby the ,Board 
rival with eagerness 'and joy and we 
knoW' that they w.ill be used much in the 
work. Until they come it .is our joy 
and privilege .to seep the gate and try 
to .fill the gap. His strength is our 
safeguard, His presence our joy. your 
prayer.s our desire. 

. chased, 'so I purposely refrained from will not -be so hard . as they would' be 
writing until I had ,purchased and tested with a heavier machine. I c.an negotiate 
out the cycle. . any hill dn the district in seconll gear 

,First of alI my wilfe and I desire to wi,th my wife on the piIIion seat so that 
th~nk everyop,e .of those who made the it is just the machine needed for the 
gift possible IiJ;nd so readily responded work here. The total cost was $250.00 
to our p.eed~ We know how many, many and I pa.id another $25,00 to have the 
calls you have in your various activities machine assembled Iby a competent me- • 

With greetings to our much beloved 
President and our fellow-workers, 

Yours in His' ever joyful service, 
HORAJcE L. DAVEY. 

Letter dated May 29th, 

"HE SHALL SEPARATE THEM." 

Of,ten, in the Tyrol, we saw sheep'and g'Jats mingled 
in the sanie flock, and sometimes we held a contro­
versy as to whether some of the animals were sheep 
or goats, for they··were so like to either .. Never did 
this occur without ')ur thinking of the last great se.p­
aratingd'ay,'when"the Shepherd shall divide the motley 
multitude of professors. The Great Shepherd alone 
can do it infallibly, a'nd it is wet! that the division is 
not in the hands of poor erring mortals . like ourselves. 
The less we d') of judgirig the better, for here below 
it is far ,from easy for the most practised eye to know 
the sheep from the goats.-From C. H. Spurgeon's Note 
Book of My Travels. 

"LIOOKIN.G UNTO JESUS". 

hang down, to invigorate the enf.eebled knees, and 
make thee mor.e than conqueror over all thy enemies. 

. But especially when the hour of thy departure ap­
proaches, when thy flesh and thy heart fail, 'When all 
the springs of life are irreparably breaking-then IOQk 
unto Jesus with a believing eye. Like expiring 
Stephen, behold Him standing at the right hand of 
God ... on purpose to ·succour His people in their last 
extremity. Yes, when thou art launching out into the 
.invisible. world, and all before thee is vast eternity-. 
then, oh then, look unto Jesus, and view Him as th·e 
only "w<I;y" to the everlasting mansiqns.-l ames H airvey .. 

WOULD LIKE NOTHING TO DO. 
In the V~ctorian Freeman we find the following:­

The ,children were discussing what they wQuld like to 
'be and do, and most of them. wished -for a position 
wi,th little wort<:: and big pay. O'rie of them said, "Well, 

In ev,ery enjoyment, 0' Christian, look unto Jes'us; I should like to sit on the r-:>oo all my days, and have 
1"eceive it as proceeding from His 'love, and purchased nothing to do, just like Jos·eph in Egypt.'.' Very nat· 
by His agonil;!s. In every tribulation look unto Jesus; . urally the attention of the family was excited by the 
mark His gracious hand managing the scourge, or' remark, and the boy w~s a~ked to expIain' 'liims·el.f .. 
mingling the bitter cup; attempering its sev'erity; He at once quoted the " pas~age, "Arid" Pharao~ put 

. adjusting. the time of its continuance; and making Joseph over his h')use.'~ C(CThere", he. said, "thafs· what 
it pr:oductive of real good. In very infirmity and I should like,-to sit on the 1"oof and hay:e a large 
failing, lopk unto Jes~s, thy merciful High Priest; salary." . , ... 
pleading His atoning blood, and making 'intercession This urchin had never known the. sweets of 'active 
for transgressors:. In ,every prayer, look unto Jesus, life. -A French general once asked, "What did 'Alphonse 
thy prevailing Advocate, recommending thy devotions, di,e' of?" "He died, Sir, of having nothing;'to do."· 
and "bearing the iniqui~y of thy holy things." In, ''That'', said the general, "is e~')Jlgh to kilt, the stron·g,. .. 
every .temptation, look unto Jesus, t~e Capta.in.of thy .... est man ~ong. us." And s9 it .is.-FronLSwor.d . and'. 
salvatIon, who alo~e is able to lift up the hands which. . Trowel, 1881. 1_ . -. - .• ':. ~ '':; 

,.' _';'; . '1"-.1." ~ •• -,II •• : ... 

.' 
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Bapt'st B'ble UOI'OO Lessoo Leaf earth." ISuoh a biro could feed on car- It takes little reflection to bring to mind 
I I . - - rion, and· would not require to return to the ,wonderful possibilities of their sttu-
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the ark for food. Mter the raven the ation, ill! life and service, suoh as hOli­
dove was sent forth, and, being a clean ness' of chamm;er, fellowship with God, 
bird, it found no res,t for the sole of its and obedience to His will, etc. But sueh 
foot and returned to the ark, and was betterment did not manifest itself. Noah 

Lesson 34 August 24th, 1930. taken in by Noah. After seven days he himself fadled sadIy (ch. 9·:21), and his 
Third Quarter. again sent forth the dove, whdch this descendants also showed the dOWllward 

time returned wlith an olive lea.f in its tendency of their natures. In each of 
GOD REMEMBERED NOAH. mouth, and Noah knew that the waters them theil'e is evident the si.nful d1sposi-

Lesson Text: Genesis, chapter 8. were down cons'id~rably. After another tion which seeks· not God and desires 
Golden Text: "And God remembered seven days, the .dove was again sent only the gratification of the flesh and its· 

Noah, and every living thing, and all forth and returned unto him no more- lusts. In this there is pIloc>f that in him­
the cattle that was with him in the a sure proof that the earth was nearly self man is not good (Rom. 3:'10); he 
ark: and God made a wind to pass if not quite dry. . After waiting some need!! a new life befOTe he can please 
over the earth, and the. waters as" time longer, Noah "removed the covering God, and that comes fr·om above (John 
swaged." Genesis, chapter 8:1. of the ark and loc>ked, and behold the 3:7). ' 

face ·of the gl'ound was dry", the exact The promise (vs. 20~22). 
I. THE SUBSIDENCE OF THE FLOOD time in Noah's life· being stated', show- The first 'thing ;recorded of Noah's 

(~s. 1-'14). . dng that the flood had lasted one year . h k h' 
. and ten d:ays' (ch 7."111,' 8."10, '14). '"'-~.s actions ·M.ter leavmg tear was IS The ·waters asswaged ('Vs. 1-'15). .LOU. erection of the altar. He "builded an 

The statement ,that "God remembered was quite a long time fO'l' the patriarch altar unto the Lord; and took of every 
Noah and every living thing" implies and' hds company·to be in the ark, and as clean beas.t, and of every clean fowl, and 
that measures were taken by Him to intimated in a former less·on, it un- offered .burnt offerings on the altar". 
asswage 'the flood and dry up the earth. doubtedly constituted a test 0 of faith. This manifested his remembrance of God, 

The earth was dry, but Noah made no 
These measures are described. 'God move to leave the ark. He awaited God's the Lord' was· first in thought and action. 
"made a wind to· pass over the earth, and '.l1hds is the proper place for God in every 
the waters as·swaged. The fountains oommand before doing so, manifes-ting life. There is implied also Noaih's sense 
also of the deep and the windows of thus his' compl'ete o·bedience unto the of dependence upon, God and his expres­
heaven were stopped, and the rain from dilVoine will. -Sometimes. we retard the sion of thanksgiving for His goodness. 
heaven was restra1ned". As' a result of work of God by our haste, and we learn The spirit of thanksgiving is only too 
these measures, "the waters re'turned to our cost that the·re is a possibility of often very wea:kl'Y manifested by the 
from off the earth continually", and running ·beliore Him. It has been said, Lord's'people, ~f indeed a.t times it is not 
"after ,the end of ,the hundred and fifty and with truth, that God is· never in a conspicuous by its· absence. We' cease 
days' the waters- were abated". It was hU'l'ryj and i,t is equally true that He is not to 'ask, ·an,d when we r·eceive, thanks­
within the power of,God to have disposed never late. We need patience just to giving is not always as evident as it 
of the waters in a sudden mirac-u'lous walk with' Hi·m. Noah waited for God, might be. Our blessings warrant it, and 
manner, but this it was not His will to then 'he delayed not to do His .bidding. duty calls for it. In the offering there. 
do. He used means ,to. this' end, as He did May we act similarly in all the events· of is an acknowledgment of sinf.ulness. and 
in the care of Israel at the Red Sea (Ex. life and gain blessing ,not oIilly for ou;r- an ex;a.mple of the proper manneT in 
14:21). It is of i.nterest to note this a1s'0 selves, but Lor others; working in full which to approach Go4 .. Slin has caused 
in relation to otheil' miracles- (Isa. 38:21; co-operation with our· Lord 'and M'Rster. dea.th, and only through death do we ,have 
John 9':6). '.l1he subsidence of the waters (1 Cor. 3:9). access· into God's presence in this, case 
w'as gradual, at ,the end of an hundred IL LEAV.ING THE ARK (vs" 115-22); the death of the lower cr.ea'ilures, in our 
and fifty days they were a'bated, the ark The command (Vs. 15-19). c'ase the death of our Lord of whom the'se 
rested in the seventh month upon- 'the "And God spake unto Noah saying, Go were a type. 
mountains of Ararat, and at the begin- forth of the ark, thou" and thy wife, The offerings were a:cceptable unto 

. ning ,of the tenth month the· tops of the and thy sons, and thy sons' ;wives with God, and He "smelled a sweet savour": 
mountains· were seen. This is a simple the~", ~tc. Thus· was Noah commanded God is pleased with sincere worship, ·and 
record of fact, no description is given of to lea.ve the aTk and iIi obeidience there- entering His presence' in the right way 
the scene, or of the feelings of Noah and to he-and his cdmpany came forth This each perSOll is assured of a warm recap­
hiSi family. It is of interest and' signifi- implies God'if remembrance of the' ark's tion. Chris-t.is the way (John 14: 6), 
canoe to note the resting place of the ark inmates. He never f-orgets His own, and. a~d the inV'itatton is to come boldly in 
in -Armenia, at the source of the rivers although it may seem at times as if we HIm (Heb .. 4:116}. The sweet savour of 
which wa.tered' the garden OI Eden, man's are left to our own resources' He never the early time was not alone on account 
first abode, therefore connected: with the lel!'ves us ~r forsill-kes us (Heb.' L3:5), and of thean~m'alsacri-fices but of that ~hic:h 
place of his. first develc>pment and ad- thIS we d1scover to. our joy sooner or they t¥'plfi~d. A threefold promIse IS 
m~rlllbly located! as the scene of his second later. May we: learn ,to trust Him who'!- then gIven to Noah. The Lord states 
development. • 1'Y, in spite of ciTcumstances· like the first, "I will ·not again curse the ground 
The earth dried '(vs. 6-1:4,). prophet Habakkuk (Hab. 31:.1-7, ;18) and any more for man's sake:' for the imagin-

The !'Iesting of the ark on the moun- many -others, and find Him wholly true. ation" of man'·s heart is evil from !his 
taina -of A'l'arat assured Noah that the T~e .command meant th~ complete' youth,. The ground had Qeen our~ed on 
water had subsIded somewhat, a.nd he evacu'abon of t~e ark, cons.t1tuting an- Adam s acoo.unt (c~. 3:'17), and It, was 
mus·t have lrnc>wn that i-t was' 8tH! su!b- other test of faIth for Noah as well as made' to refuse· to_ YIeld to the effoil'ts of 
!riding, 'but he could not be sure of its a reason for thankS:g'iving. 'In the ark Cain (ch. 4:11, .. 112), but it never again 
entire ·disappearance without 101Yking· there was safety; outSlide, in case of an- was to be affected in 'this manneT. In 
upon the scene. He refrained from dOling other flood, there was none. Doubtless the secend place, ,the Lord, promised 
this for some time, probably in accord'- he was not in any way troubled by the n~er again to "smite any more every­
ance with the will of God, but he sough\ thought of. another flood, his f'aith in thmg living" as He had done; implYing' 

. information of . the· waters' progress G.od would s-us-tain him; but under such tha~ never again would there be a uni­
through 'the instrumentality of the birds. CIrcumstances ~nly faith in God could versal flood. Local flood's h'Rve occurred:, 
At the end of forty days he sent for,th a keep him in 'perfect peace. The state- and lives have been lost, but the world 
raven .. :rohe number forty has' a ;relation ment~ of ~od concerning the futUre WGui'd as su~h has never. been inundated since 
y,o the t~mE! of th~ f!,ooc;J: (IGh., 7:.-12), and ,set ins mmq. completely at rest (v. 21). ' ~hat. time. The .thlrd part of the prom­
IS also sngm,ficant In Its use mother parls The command me·ant also a new begin- Ise'IS that "while the eartJh remaineth 
of scIip'ture (~x. 214:118; 1 Khigs'19:8; ning for the human famil'Y. Adam and seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat' 
Mark 1:l!3), implying full testing. The Eve !Were the progenitors of the Tace and summer and winter, and day and 
rave,n was the firs·t bird sent forth, and ~amentaJbly failed in their reS'Po~ night shall not cease". The faithfulnes·s 
"whIch, went fort~ to and' fI'?, until the ~ibiU.ty. Now u~to ~oah and his family ,of God stands out cleaTly -in thls lesson 
waters· were dned up from off the IS the ppportumty gIven of doing better. and throughout the ages. 
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