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Many of us treat not a- few of the great texts of the which a man may reasonably be ashamed, but is the
Bible as we do some fellow-voyagers we meet on One thing in which he may lawfully glory: The opih-
shipboard: we find their companionship pleasant and ion prevails in certain quarters, that religion, in its
" profitable, but after the briefest intercourse’ we say, proper place, is like the veiled women of the East, it
Good-bye, and thereafter no correspondgnce is main- Should abide in seclusion. In relation to the world of
tained, and in some cases years may pass before the business and of pleasure, it should be like Esther in
acquaintance with the friend or the text is renewed or relation to Ahasuerus: it should never come unbidden
improved upon. Yet it is not fair to expect to be able’ to the council-chamber or to the feast. Religion is
to explore such a vast treasury of truth as even a Trelegated to the realm of sentiment. There is no harii
single text may prove to be by a casual glance or even 1n a man’s being religious if he derives benefit from
. an hour’s meditation. One such mighty scriptural de- 1t, providing he keeps it to himself, and does not allow
liverance is contained in the ninth chapter of Jeremiah: it to obtrude upon others’ irreligion. A man may
" “Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glorv in light his cigar in a public restaurant without asking
his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his those who surround him whether his doing so is dis-
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but - tasteful to them, and still be regarded as a gentleman.
let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understand- But for a man to enjoy his religion in public, and in
eth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exer- social life, as another does his cigar, would be con-
cise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in sidered an’evidence of bad taste. Let him ride his
the -earth: for in these things I delight, saith the religious hobby if he wants to, by all means; but let

Lord.” _ .him see to it that it is kept as other hobbyists keep

) L chickens—in the back yard, carefully fenced with wire
. o . . : : so that the neighbours be not annoyed. '

Here, then, is a subject in which a man may law- ~ And many a really devout man and woman has been

- fully boast. It is something to find a solid standing- ensnared by this popular view of the becomingness of
place, a platform whose foundations are established in  reticence in réligion. We say it is too dee gan ex-
righteousness, upon which the- boaster may stand and . perience, too precious a reality, to be publli)cl dis-

" be unafraid. For we are all boasters: we all “glory” played. Take care that you are ;l-ot unduly inﬂuyenced
in something. What the general is to_the army, what by “the fear of man”. Your religion is not a thing to
the captain is to the ship,’what the sun is to the solar - be ashamed of. If you are not ashamied of the oligcal
system, what gravitation is to the material universe, colour of the paper you read, you need feel nc? abash-
this passion for glorying is to the human soul. It is ment if it should transpire that you have become, b
the power that give§ direction to the issues of life, it - daily intercourse, familiar with the Bible. Y
gives employment to every wandering thought, and But let us go a step farther. Religion, intrinsically,

captivates every vagrant fancy; it is the power which "is worthy to take precedence of all other interests in -

organizes, and unifies, and inspires, and commands, life as the matter.in which a m

~ for good or ill, all the elements of a man’s life. We  Our scripturé sets a k:ow?:dgrga};flavéfolilnyag;‘i)g%
‘'say, therefore, that it is a discovery of great value, .everything as the supreme good, as the most va%uabl

to have found a way by which that-human tendency asset in life, and as the only fhir’x,g in which a man mae

may exercise itself in harmony with the eternal laws boast himself. Let us turn this truth, as a searchy-

of right. " Such a discovery our scripture makes for us. light, upon our own lives, let it disclose to us the
The truth is that true religion is not something of character of the motives by which we are actuated
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that we may know whether the standards by which
we appraise the interests of life are in accord w1th this
divine rule.

“Liet not the wise man glory in his wisdom” but in
his knowledge of God. Wisdom here means more
than- knowledge possessed and applied.
1nte111gence, capac1ty, comprehensmn native sagacaty,
penetration, judgment, execution. In fine, it means
ability to do what needs to be done well; it signifies
a man’s equipment for his task in life, whatever the
task may be. It means that which inspired Bezalee],
the son of Uri, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach,
and who-are said to have been “filled with wisdom of
heart, to work all manner of work, of the engraver,
and of the cunning workman, and of the embroiderer,
in blue and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and
of the weaver, even of them that do any work, and
of those that .devise cunning work.” And it was
equally that which fitted Solomon so well to reign ‘as
a' king over the people of God. This “wisdom”, there-
fore, represents the skill of a farmer or a philosopher,
the ability of a mechanic or a millionaire. And this
word of the Lord says that the truly religious farmer
will glory more in the culture of his soul than in the
culture of his land: that the devout philosopher will
be prouder of revelation than of reason. It means that
the conscientious workman will glory in a conscience
void of offence more than in his wages.

the student will set a higher value on a certificate of

membership in a Christian church, than in a parch-

ment which gives him rank among the learned; and,
as honours are.multiplied to him, he will even rather
glory-in the Bible which tells him of the Saviour than
in some great book he has written which has put him
_among the sages. That which equips him for eternity
,'v?rill, in his life, always take precedence of that which
. is of value only in time; he will seek first the kingdom
of God and his rlghteousness, and he will glory in the
. knowledge that he has found it.

“Neither let the mighty man glory in his mlght”
. but in his religious knowledge. “Might” surely means
- more than mere brute strength. It stands for the
physical as distinct from the intellectual endowments
of life, and these are said to be of subordinate value
to the possession of spiritual ,health and strength.
The athletic Christian young men who would approxi-
_mate this ideal will glory in the grace that enables him
to “run with patience the race set before him, looking
. unto Jesus” more than in achieving the primacy on
the campus. He will glory rather in the moral strength
which enables him to withstand temptation than in all
the powers of his splendid physique.

So, too, the beautiful garments of salvation will be
more desired by the-devout woman than any physical

adornment, and the.beauty of holiness will be esti- -

mated a more glorious possession than any lovelmess
- of physical charm.

“Let not the rich man glory in his riches” but in
" his religion. “Riches” do not mean mere money, but
all that money can buy. It stands for physical com-
fort, intellectudl indulgence, for pleasure of all kinds;
it represents the adulation of the world, special pre-
cedence, position, influence, power. Valuable as are
God’s- gifts, and greatly to be prized, these téemporal

It involves

The merchant -
will be more devoted to his church than to his store;

things have in' them potentialities for infinite good
or evil. ‘“Riches” represent all those things which
minister to human vanity and selfishness, as well as
that which tends to the making of useful men, and it
is easy to glory in riches. Only because all things are
possible with God is it possible for men, by divine

- grace, to subordinate these things to the excellency

of the knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord.

Religion then, claims not the last but the first place
in the lives of men. It is to be observed, however,
that the religion in which we are admonished to glory
consists in experimental knowledge of the goodness of
God: “That he understandeth and knoweth me, that I
am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, and judg-
ment, and righteousness”. We said at the outset that
religion is a subject in which a man may lawfully
glory—a subject, not an object. A man who glories
in religion objectively is the worst of hypocrites. It
is only when it becomes a part of him, when it enters
into his life, and dominates the whole man, that
religion becomes an adornment. We must understand
and know God, not as a theor,y, not as an objective .
principle of life, not as a mere intellectual portraiture
of One who ought to be worshipped, but we must
know Him as One Who “exercises lovingkindness, and
judgment, and righteousness”. One must be the sub-
ject of His redeeming grace. Our lives must con-
sciously be the sphere of its transforming ministry.
We must “understand and know” the need and the
reality of the exercise in our behalf of divine “loving-
kindness”. That means mercy, and “grace abounding
to the chief of sinners”. That is something to glory
in: But we experience this further truth in religion,
that it is a discipline, that its function is not solely -
regenerative, but that there is an educative and a dis-
ciplinary principle in its redemption. There is the
forgiveness of “lovingkindness”;- but there is also the
discipline, the teaching, the tralnmg, the trial, and
even the chastisement of ]udgment ; and our religion
must experience the “exercise” of these principles in

our lives or we have no religion in which to glory.

And theré is “righteousness”, at once both the foun-
dation and superstructure of “lovingkindness and
judgment”. What a religion that is! A religion which
consists in an experience of a divine revelation, which
“understands and knows” the very qualities of Deity
to be in glorious exercise in human lives, a salvation
which has “righteousness” for its genesis, and its goal,
a life whose warp is rigliteousness, whose woof is
lovingkindness and judgment, and whose pattern is the
beauty of holiness. “Let him that glorieth glory in this
that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the
Lord which exercise lovingkindness, and judgment,
and righteousness in the earth: for in these things I
delight saith the Lord.” Such a religion, to every one
who experiences it, is a crown of glory, and-a royal
diadem. It is at once the source, the inspiration, and
the end of faith. We.may well glory in a religion that
can teach us to sing: .

“Oh! well it is for ever, -
Oh! well for evermore,
My nest hung in no forest
Of all this death-doomed shore:
" Yea, let the vain world vanish;
"~ As from the ship the strand,



July 31, 1930

THE GOSPEL WITNESS

(159) ‘3.

While glory—glory dwelleth
- In Immanuel’s land.

“With mercy and with judgment
My web of time He wove,
And aye the dews of sorrow
Were lustred with.His love.
T’ll bless the hand that guided,
T’ll bless the heart that planned,
When throned where glory dwelleth
In Immanuel’s land.”

II.

It remains for us to enquire, How we may becom-
ingly-glory in such a spiritual religion.

Have we not, in part at least, already answered the
enquiry? There is but one way, and that is to yield our-
selves to its power. Paul enunciated this principle when
he said, “God forbid that I should glory save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” Only a
true British subject, one who is subject to the genius
of British institutions, who is part and parcel of British
history and tradition, an integral part of the imperial
British fabric can really glory in British honour and
in the privileges and responsibilities of British citizen-
ship. Thus we can legitimately glory in religion only
when we are inseparable from our religion and our
religion inseparable from us. You cannot becomingly
glory in the Bible by carrymg 4 large edition under your

. arm, nor by merely storing it in your memory, and on

any and all occasions rolling it from your' tongué,

'Such glorying will but dishonour the ‘Book, and dis-
- gust the world. We can glory in the Bible only as

we allow its truth to master us, and to transform and
transfigure our lives.

You cannot glory in the Christian church by merely
belonging to it, or by talking about.it, or by attending
its services, or by yielding to its ordinances. You
can glory in it only as you give yourself to its service
by bearing its burdens, and sharing its joys, and by

giving your- life to its world-wide ministry.

And you can glory in the cross and in Him Who died
thereon only as you are crucified by it, only as it be-
comes a power in your life, the gateway to the grave;

and through the death of the self-life, to a life newer

and richer and more beautiful.
We therefore must make the standard by which we

-appraise the values of life, a religious standard. There

are young people among our readers whose vocation is
still unsettled. What are the criteria which are to deter-
mine your decisions? Are you going to set your mind
toward a sphere wherein you may win for yourself the

‘glory of wisdom, and might, and riches? Or will you

seek a vocation which will afford the largest oppor-
tunity for the exercise of lovingkindness, and judg-
ment and rlghteousnessP Let us enter a plea for the

-gospel ministry. It does not offer the glory of wisdomi,

for there, though.you be possessed of the true wisdom,
on earth you must forfeit the glory of it, and become,
especially .in these days, “a fool for ChflStS sake”.

You will rict therein be numbered among the mlghty
nor the rich. But no calling affords a larger oppor-

_ tunity for the exercise of “lovingkindness™ than the -

gospel ministry.
We should apply this standard to owur social life also.

"You must do if you would glorify the religion and the

Redeemer you profess. Where will you seek your
companionships, where will you form your friend-
ships? Among the wise, and the mighty, and the rich?
Or among those who, like yourself, if you are a
Christian, are the monuments of lovingkindness, and
judgment, and righteousness? Will you make your
feasts. for your friends and neighbours of equal social
rank that they may aid you in return? Or shall your

‘guests be such as can make you no recompense, but

are in need.of the ministry of lovingkindness, and
judgment, and righteousness? Oh, you householders!
What is to be the glory of your households? Wisdom,
might, and wealth? or loVingkindness, judgment, and
righteousness. And ye parents: by what standards
are your children to estimate-the values of lifé?
Where are they to be encouraged to find their friends,
and life-companions? Where they may reflect the
glory of wisdom or might or riches, or where they
can find occasion for the exercise of lovingkindness,
judgment, and righteoushess? Afe we to find our
friends ‘among the friends of Jesus? - Whatever your
station, it is no condescension to invite to your home
and enter on your list of friends, those who, however
destitute of what thé world calls wisdom, or might,

_or riches, are yet the subjects of lovingkindness,.and

Judgment and righteousness, whom the Lord Jesus
is not ashamed to call His brethren, for whom the
gates-of peafl are open, and to -whom at last shall be
ministered an abundant entrance into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

And if the price of this true wisdom, this spiritual
knowledge be above rubies, if its principles are the
very jewels in the diadem of the King, if that which
has enriched our lives as Christians—as. blood-bought,
twice-born men and women, be but an earnest of the
-glory that ultimately shall eclipse the splendour of
the stars and of the sun-—then let us:live to make -
others “understand and know” the Lord who delights
to exercise lovingkindness, and judgment, and right-
eousness. If this be the ruling passion of our.lives—

.to know ‘God, and if that principle S0 rules -as o .’

“Take from our lives the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of His peace,—

in_view of the moral and spiritual chaos that still
obtains, of the darkness. that covers the eafth, and
the gross darkness the péople, shall we not glory in
the cross and in the gospel of the cross, and live.and
labour, and pray, that “God who commanded thé light
to shine out of darkness, may shine in men’s hearts,
to give the light of the knowlege of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ”? - =

“A' CHEERFUL VIEW”.

“How dismal you look!” said a Bucket to his com-
panion, as.they weré going to.the well. “Ah!” replied
the other, “I was reflecting tipon the uselessness of
our being filled; for let us go away ever so full, we
always come back empty.” “Dear me, how strange
to look at it in that way”, said the other Bucket.
“Now, I enjoy the thought that however empty we
come, we always go away full. Only look at it in that
light, and you’ll "be as cheerful as I am. ———E:rtract
"Author’s namie forgotten. _
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FIFTY YEARS AGO.

We have recently been browsing among some old
‘books, among them were some bound volumes of C.
H. Spurgeon’s magazine, The Sword and the Trowel
from 1871 to 1881. We have noted many things which
are as applicable to our time as to conditions fifty or
.more years ago, and which we think would be profit-
able to our readers. - The Gospel Witness deals little with
scissors and paste, and only rarely is anything pub-
lished in its pages which is not here published for the
first time. But some of the wise sayings of the great-
"est preacher of all time, sQ perfectly fit our own day
that we cannot resist the desire to share them with
our readers.

We publish elsewhere in this issue g
_famous physician, Sir J. Y. Simpson, M.D.., on fThe
Physical Cause of Our Lord’s Death”, which will be
read by many for the first time, and re-read by others
‘with unabated interest.

a letter by the

PHYSICAL CAUSE OF OUR LORD’S DEATH.
A Letter by Sir J. Y. Simpson, M.D.

My Dear Dr. Hanna: Ever since reading, some ten
or twelve years ago, Dr. Stroud’s remarkable treatise
On the Physical Cause of the Death of Christ, 1 have
been strongly impressed with the belief that the views
which he adopted and maintained on this subject are
fundamentally correct.. Nor has this opinion been in
any way altered by a perusal of some later observa-
tions published on the same question, both here and on
the Continent. . :

" That the immediate cause of the death of our blessed
.Saviour was—speaking medically—laceration or Tup-
ture of the heart, is a doctrine in regard to which there
can be no absolute certainty; but, assuredly, in favour
of it there is a very high amount of circumstantial
probability. .

Let me try to state the arguments for this view in
the form of a few brief propositions.

I. ‘His death was not the mere result of crucifixion;
for first, the period was too short; a person in the
prime of life, as Christ was, not dying from this mode
of moral punishment in six hours, as he did, but usu-
ally surviving till the second or third day, or even
longer. Secondly, the attendant phenomena, at the
time of actual death, were different from those of
crucifixion. The crucified died, as is well known, under

_ a lingering process of gradual exhaustion, weakness,

and faintness. On the contrary, Christ cried with.a
loud voice, and spoke once and again—all apparently
within a few minutes of his dissolution.

II. No known injury, lesion, or disease of the brain,
lungs or other vital organs could, I believe, account
for such.a sudden termination of his sufferings in
death except (1) arrestment of the action of the heart
by fatal fainting or syncope; or (2) rupture of the
walls of the heart or larger blood vessels issuing
from it. '

III. The attendant symptoms—particularly the loud
cry and subsequent exclamations—show that ‘death
- was not the effect of mortal fainting, or mere fatal
arrestment of the action of the heart by syncope.

IV. On the other hand, these symptoms were such

as have been seen in cases of rupture of the walls of

the heart. This, in the latest book published in the
English language on Diseases of the Heart, the eminent
author, Dr. Walshe, Professor of Medicine of Univer-
sity College, London, when treating of the symptoms
indicating death by rupture of thé heart, observes,
“The hand. is suddenly carried to the front of the
chest, a piercing shriek uttered”, etc., etc. The rapid-
ity of the resulting death is regulated by the ‘'size and
shape of the ruptured opening. But usually death
very speedily ensues in consequence of the blood escap-
ing from the interior of the heart into the cavity of
the large surrounding heart-sac or pericardinm; which
sac has, in cases of rupture of the heart, been found
on dissection to contain sometimes two, three, or more
pounds of blood accumulated within it, and separated
into red clot and limpid serum, or “blood and water”,
—as_is seen.in blood when collected out of the body .
in a cup or basin in the operation of common blood-
letting.,

V. No medical jurist would, in a court of law, -
venture to assert, from the mere symptoms preceding
death, that a person had certainly died of rupture of
the heart. To obtain positive proof that rupture of
the heart was the cause of death, a post mortem exam-
ination of the chest would be necessary. In ancient
times, such dissections were not practised. But the
details left regarding Christ’s death are most strikingly
peculiar in this respect, that they offer us the result.
of a very rude dissection, as it were, by the gash®

. made in his side after death by the thrust of the Roman

soldier’s spear. The effect of that wounding or pierc-
ing of the side was an escape of “blood and water”,
visible to the apostle John standing some distance off;
and I do not believe that anything could possibly ac-
count for this appearance, as described by the apostle,
except a collection of blood effused into the distended
sac of the pericardium in consequence of rupture of
the heart, and afterwards separated, as is usual with
extravasated blood into these two parts, viz. (1) crassa-
mentum or red clot, and (2) watery serum. The
subsequent puncture from below of the distended
pericardial sac would most certainly, under such cir-
cumstances, lead to the immediate ejection of its
sanguineous contents in the form of red tlots of blood
and a stream of watery serum, exactly corresponding
to that description given in the sacred narrative, “and
forthwith came there out blood and water”—an appear-

"ance which no other natural event or mode of death

can explain or account for. : .
VI. Mental emotions and passions are well known
by all to affect the actions of the lieart in the way of
palpitation, fainting, etc. That these emotions and
passions when in' overwhelming excess, occasionally
though rarely, produce laceration or rupture of the
walls of the heart, is stated by most medical authori-
ties, who have written on the affections of this organ;
and our poets even allude to this effect as an estab-
lished fact—
. . . “The grief that does not speak.
Whisper the o’er fraught heart, and bids it break.”
But if ever a human heart was riven and ruptured
by the mere amount of mental agony that was en-

*Its size may be inferred from the Apostle Thomas bei
'ggk;;i to thrust not his “finger”, but his hand into i%.s—ft:ﬁg
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dured, it would surely-—we might even argue a priori
—be that of our Redeemer, when during these dark
and dreadful hours on the cross, he, “being made a
curse for us”, “bore our griefs, and carried our sor-
fows”, and suffered for sin the malediction of God and
man, “full of anguish”, and now “exceeding sorrowful
even unto death”. .

There are theological as well as medical arguments
in favour of the opinion that (Christ in reality died
from a ruptured or broken heart. - You know them
infinitely better than I do. But let me merely observe
that—

VIL If fhe various wondrous prophecies and min-

ute predictions in Psalms xxii and xlix, regarding the
circumstances connected with Christ’s death be justly
‘held as literally true, such as, “They pierced my hands
and my feet” “They part my garments among them,
and cast lots upon my vesture,” etc., why should we
regard as merely metaphorical, and not as literally
true also, the declarations in the same ;Psalms, “Re-
proach hath broken my heart”, “My heart is like wax,
it is melted in the midst of my bowels”? And

VIII. Death by mere- crucifixion was.not a form of
death in which there was much, if indeed any, shedding
of blood. Punctured wounds do not generally bleed;
and the nails, besides being driven through parts that
were not provided with large blood-vessels, necessar-

ily remain, plugging up the openings made by their

passage. - The whole language and types of Scripture,
however, involve the.idea that the atonement for our
sins was obtained. by the blood of Christ shed for us

during his death on the cross. ~“Without shedding -
of blood there is no remission.” This shedding, how-

ever, was assuredly done in the fullest possible sense,
under the view that the immediate cause of his dissolu-
tion was rupture of the heart, and the consequent.fatal
escape of his heart-and life-blood from the central
cistern of the circulation: : '

It has always appeared—to my medical mind at
least—that this view of the mode by which death was
produced in the human body of Christ, intensifies all
our thoughts and ideas regarding the immensity of
the astounding sacrifice which he made for our sinful
race, upon the cross.. Nothing can possibly be more
striking and startling than the appalling and terrible

passiveness with which God as man submitted, for our

sakes, his incarnate body to all the horrors and tor-
tures of the crucifixion. But our.wonderment at the
stupendous sacrifice only increases when we reflect
that, whilst thus enduring for our sins the most cruel
and agonizing form of corporeal death, he was ulti-
mately “slain”, not by the effects of the anguish of
his corporeal frame, but by the effects of the mightier
anguish of his mind; the fleshy walls of his~heart—
like the veil, as it were, in the temple of his huran
body—becoming rent and riven, as for us, “He poured
out his soul unto death”—*“the travail of his soul” in
that awful hour thus standing out as unspeakably bit-
. ati)er(;:r a'r{d more dreadful than even the travail of his

ody. : '

- Believe me, my dear Dr. Hanna, ever sincerely yours,
)

. ) J. Y. SIMPSON, M.D.
Edinburgh, May 1st, 1862.

WORK IN THE OLDEN TIME.

One is tempted to enquire whether we of this age
are made of the same materials as our predecessors of
the last century. - We-find.ourselves very soon wearied
where they went onwards with ease. We find the
worthy Dan Taylor, riding his pony sixty miles one
day, fifty-five the next, preaching the same evening,
and then writing to a friend that he and his pony are
in good spirits. The Society for Preventing Cruelty
to Animals was not then in existence, or his reverence
would have been locked up. He usually performed
his journeys on foot, and we find him preaching in the

" morning and afternoon at Wadsworth, and then walk-

ing fourteen miles to take the evening service at
.Burnley, and finishing up the Sabbath by walking
back again; yet he was up early the next morning at
his usual toil. - Surely this can was’ “a lion’s whelp,
and leaped from Bashan.” He finished one-of his long
excursions by an open-air service at Epworth, Lin-
colnshire. He preached at the waterside, and bap-
tized. At noon he preached again, and intended to
leave that evening, being Friday; for home; but he
yielded to the pressure put upon him for another ser-
mon, and so after preaching again he went to-bed.
-Next morning he started on what he called his *fright-
ful journey”. He rode Mr. A’s Galloway fwenty-four
miles, and walked the remaining thirty-eight through the
rain and the deep mire, which, he said, “tired him very
substantially”. He, however, took so much rest in sleep
that thé next day, Sunday, he preached three times
and kept a children’s meeting, a leaders’ meeting,- and
a short church meeting, with moderate ease and
pleasure, ' . - N

No doubt the musculaf strength.of the brother was -
very great, and those of a weaker organization cannot
be expected to do as much, but at the same time we
must not allow our standard of work to sink too low,
‘Soldiers. of Christ must endure hardness. Ease and -
the ‘Christian ‘ministry ought not to be associated even
in imagination. Young men, with your early vigour
still upon you, work while your day lasts! Hearken
not to the siren notes of indolence, but spend and be
spent in- -your Master’s service. Despise wind,
weather, and weary ways, and.to win souls. defy
fatigue and hardship.—By C. H. Spurgeon, in The Sword
and Trowel, January, 1871. ' ‘ :

SHIVERING JEMMY. . )

. A miserable impostor in the streets of Loondon was
accustomed to extract money from the pockets of the
charitable by standing in a public position in the
winter weather, clothed in rags, and shivering as with
ague and extreme cold. He was a great adept at’
shivering, and could imitate it to a marvel. At last
he shivered in very-deed without shamming, and could
not cease from it, whether he would or not. Summer
or winter, in all places, his shivering was as constant
as that of an aspen: he had violated Nature’s laws in -
his attempt to deceive, and she took a dreadful revenge
upon him; for the rest of his life he carried with him

" the name of Shivering Jemmy, and no explanation of the

title was required by those who looked upon him.
Eat one plum from the devil’s trees, and you must
eat’a bushel. Talk falsehood at a trot, and you must

- soon lie at a gallop. Beware of anything approaching
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to the false, for falsehood has a terrible fascination
about it. Like the spider, it casts film after film over
its victim, but it never suffers him to escape its toil.
Paint the face, and it must be painted.

The same is true of other vicious habits. He who
brags once is sure to boast again, and at last he
unconsciously pitches all his conversation on the high
key, and becomes renownéd for “tall talk”. A religious
professor who runs over his devotions in a formal
manner, will find formality grow upon him,“till genu-
ine prayer and real emotion will utterly leave him;
the man will become for ever a heartless pretender.
It is dangerous to preach an affected sermon, in which
the lips utter more than the heart can actually endorse,
the tendency will be for the minister to be always
talking above himself, and what is this but to bhe a
professional liar? We fear that some have feigned
sympathy with others till now their tears lie ready
salted in the corners of their eyes, and their cant is
something more than stale. Others have so often
expressed emotions which they did not feel, that it
has become habitual ‘with them to roll their eyes and
clasp their hands under a sermon, or during the sing-
ing of a hymn: ‘they are “Shivering Jemmies” in the
streets of the New Jerusalm, a pitiable and a disgust-«_
ing sight. ' : _

Nothing is more to be dreaded than the insensible
-growth of hypocrisy. Since we are none of us free
from a measure of self-deception, the danger is that
the false within us may grow to power, and obtain
a sort of established respectability within the little
world of our nature. Better anything than a religious
windbag. It were impossible to imagine a fate more
horrible than to be all smoke—a pious fraud, a holy
sham, a nothing blown out with foul gas. It were
better to think ourselves incapable of a holy emotion,
and to be breaking our hearts because of our obduracy,
than to be shivering with a sham sensitiveness, to
which*we have attached the idea of eminent tender-
ness of spirit. O Lord, deliver us from every false
way. Save us from deceit.—C. H. Spurgeon.

/

‘THE SUNNY SIDE.

No sooner do you pass the brow of the St. Gothard
pass, on your way to Ttaly, than you-perceive that
beyond all question, you are on the sunny side of the
Alps. The snow is nothing in comparison to the vast
daccumulation upon the Swiss side of the summit, the
wind ceases to be sharp and cutting, and a very few
minutés’ ride brings you into a balmy air which makes
you forget that you are so greatly elevated above the
sea level. There is a very manifest difference between
the southern side and the bleak northern aspect. He
who climbs above the cares of the world and turns_his
face to his God, has found the sunny side of life. The
world’s side of the hill is chill and freezing to a spirit-
ual mind, but the Lord’s presence gives a warmth of
joy. which turns winter into summer. Some pilgrims
to heaven appear néver to have passed the summit of
religious difficulty; they are still toiling over the

, Devil’s bridge, or loitering at Andermatt, or plunging
into the deep snowdrifts of their own personal un-
worthiness, ever learning but never coming to a Tull
knowledge of the truth; they have not attained to a

comfortable perception of the glory, preciousness, and
all-sufficiency of the Lord Jesus, and therefore abide,
amid the winter of their doubts and fears. If they
had but faith to surmount their spiritual impediments,
how changed would everything become! It is fair

_ travelling with a sunny land smiling before your eyes,

especially when you retain a grateful remembrance. of
the bleak and wintry road which you have traversed;
but it is sorry work to be always stopping on.the Swiss
side of the mountain. How is it that so many do this?
—From C. H. Spurgeow’s Note Book of Travels.

“SUCH BEAUTIFUL LANGUAGE.”

It is not unusual to hear persons express their esti-
mate of a preacher in words something like these:
“But he uses such beautiful language!” His “beau-
tiful language” or “elegant diction” forms the basis of
their approval or condemnation. But what does he
say? Nobody seems to remember or tell much about
that; but his “language” is “beautiful”. It is a- beau-
tiful ctp, but it contains no water; the plate is beau-
tiful, but there is little food; instead of good seed, he
sows beautiful beads and buttons; but what shall the
harvest be? He applies a beautiful plaster, but there
is no balm of Gilead about it,.and it possesses no heal-
ing power; he is a beautiful physician, but his patients
die. " He gives medicines in beautiful vials, but they
are deadly poisons. Think of a man crying, “Fire!”
in the most chaste and elegant forms of expression,
and so softly, too, that the slumberers sleep on, and
those who awake are persuaded that there is no danger.

In a world like this there is something beside sweet-
ness and beauty. There are awful facts of sin and
wrath and judgment which concern mankind; and we
have something to do beside listening to quaint con-
ceits, polished expressions, and smoothly-drawn sen-
tences which have no grip on the conscience, and which
allow men to, sleep quietly while judgment and damna-
tioni are hastening on their track. There is sin, there
is sorrow, there is danger,-there is death, on every

 hand; and shall we be lulled to rest with “beautiful

language”, and neglect the warnings which God has
given and the judgments which he has pronounced
against sin and iniquity? Oh, better far to listen to
a voice of one crying in the wilderness, that warns and
wakes and rouses slumbering souls, and bids us flee
from the wrath to come, ere it shall burst in thunder
on an unsuspecting world—From The Boston Armoury.
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and dancing.

“Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick

“And he called oné of the servants, and asked what these ‘things meant.
“And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because

he hath received him safe and sound.

“And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out -and entreated him.’
“And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed .

1 at any’ time thy commandment:
- with my friends:

“But as soon as this thy son was come, which- hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast

killed for him the fatted calf.

and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry

“And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.
“It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive

again; and was lost, and is found.”

Prayer before the Sermon.

. We invoke Thine aid, O Lord, this evening as we come to
the study of Thy Word. -Thou hast told us in Thy Book

that the natural man receiveth mot the things of the Spirit -

of God, fieither can he know them; that they are foolishness
unto hlm, for they are spiritually discerned. We pray Thee
_ to grant to'those who hear Thy word this evening that
spiritual discernment which will enable us all to understand
the things which- are written,

Bless the testimony of this service to those who are within
these walls. May no one escape Thine evening benediction!
We beseech Thee to grant that those who hear this service
over the air may be equally conscious of the divine power,
of the nearness of God to them. May some prodigal hear the
call to return to the Father’s house! Then give him strength
and resolution to answer, I will arise and go to my Father.
We beseech- Thee, O Lord, to grant that many dead in tres-
passes and in sin may hear the v01ce of the Son of God, and
hearing, live.

We pray also that Thine own people, by whatsoever name
they are called, hearing Thy word this evening, may be
brought into closer fellowship with Thee. May many renew
their covenant with God! May this service contribute much
to the furtherance of the gospel by awakening many of Thy
people to a realization of their privileges as witnesses to the
Lord of hosts! Lord, bless this service. Comfort and sus-
tain those who suffer this warm evening. May Thy presence
be s0 real to them that they shall forget their physical dis-
comfort in the joy of divine fellowship! Wae. present this
-petition in the name of Jesus ‘Christ our Lord, Amen.

This part of the parable is generally passed over.
It.is not, I grant you, as inviting as the earlier portion;
but it has its place in the design of the parable as a
whole. I am aware that a parable in the hands of an
extreme literalist is likely to be about as useful for
purposes of illumination as a box of matches in the
hands of a baby: there is likely to be father too much
light for safety. Tt is possible, by emphasizing the
details of a parable, to rob the Word of God of its
authority; and to make it, I fear, almost absurd. But
here a prominent figure is put into this parable. Our
Lord was a master Artist; there was never a super-
fluous line in one of His pictures. And when, in the
background of this parable He sketched this surly,
morose, ill-tempered, character, He was spedking not
for His time alone, but for all time, for our day as well
as His own. It has its application to-day just as it

—Luke 15:25-32.

" were making themselves presentable.

had to the people to whom the word was orlgmally
spoken.

Some of you remember that most useful institution
—the family album.. There were enshrined the por-
traits of our friends. As a minister I know that it had
its special uses; it was particularly useful to entertain
the minister while the other members of the famlly
In that way: I
have been introduced to all the family; and on more
than one occasion I have been told how different
members of the family distinguished themselves, sonie
of them by marrying particularly well, and some of
them.by not marrying at all. And this Bible is very
much like that. It is a collection of portraits. I often
turn its pages that I may hold communion with my
friends. I can find within the pages of this Book
every friend I have ever known—and the portraits of
many who are not my friends, and whose closer
acquaintance I have no desire to cultivate.

But the one characteristic about the portraits ap-

.pearing in this Book is that they are all true to life.

Some of you remember your experience when you
went to the photographer. Like the good friends who
run at election time, responding to the earnest solicita-
tion of your friends, you went; and you sat for your
portrait. In due time the proofs were sent to you;
and you declared to your husband or wife as the case -
may -have been, or to. some other friends, that the
proofs were photographic libels; they did not resemble
you in the least, but made you look like “a fright.”
Then you went to the photographer full of indignation,
and insisted that there must have been something the
matter with the camera; it was out of focus, or some-
thing was wrong. He diplomatically assured you that

you were quite right, that as a matter of fact, these

were only proofs; and that, of course, when the pic-
ture is finished it will look very  much better. He
persuaded you to consent to his finishing two or three
