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"But if 'our gospel be hid, it is hid .to them that are lost: . 
"In whom the god· of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light 

of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the imag·e of God, should shine unto them."~II Corinthians 
4:3, 4. IJ'" 

Prayer before the Sermon. 
. Q Lord; we' are in Thy presence, and we know that we have 

Thine 'ear becau'se we lift ·our 'hearts to Thee in the name of 
Him 'Whom Thou hearest always, even Jesus Christ ;the 
Mediator between God and· man. We bring to Thee the 
prajses,' the adorations, of our hearts. 
'. T,hou hast redeemed us by Thy precious blood; Thou hast 
saved us from our· sins through the infinite Sacrifice of 
~he cross;. Thou hast bt:ought u.s into Thine own family, 
numbering us among Thy children, making us heirs with 
Jesus ,Christ. For all this, we thank "Thee. 

We be):!eech Thee, 0 Lord, to let Thine evening blessing 
rest upon this congregation, and upon all our invisible 
hearer~ whose he·ads and hearts are bowed in Thy holy 
presence at this hour. May the consciousness of Thy near
ness come to everyone, and may ;the Lord speak to every 
heart and conscience this evening! We invoke Thine aid, 
that such as ·are Thy children may walk wor.thy of the 
vocation wherewith they are called, adorning the' doctrine 
of God their Saviour in all things, that everywhere and all 
the time, we may behave· as those· who are really the children 
of God. 

We pray for ·tho,se· who are away from home, who· are 
seeking rest and refreshment of mind and body. May they 
not be forgetful of Him from Whom all good and perfect 

. gifts descend! We pray for those who are sick, for those 
who' listen to us while stretched on beds of pain, while shut 
off ft:om the companionship of ,their friends. Be gracious, 
we pray rhee, to all Thy ,suffering children ·to-night. Be 
mindful of ~ho·se who are in a journey, those who speed along 
t,he highway, those who are by the lakeside; give Thine 
angels charge concerning T.hy people to keep them in all 
their ways. - . 

We beseech Thee, 0 Lord, to bless us in ·our meditation 
on Thy Book. May··the Hol¥ Spoirit take of the things which 

are 'Christ's and reveal them unto us! May this service result 
in the conversion of many w.hose hearts have hitherto been 
closed against tfie gospel of Jesus Christ! Bless us now for 
Thy name's sake, Amen. . 

"But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that ~re 
~ost: in whom the god of this world hath ,blinded the 
minds of them which 'believe not, ,lest the. light of tIle 
glorious gospel of Christ"-or, the light of the gospel 
of the gl?ry of Christ~"who is the image of God, 
should shine unto them." In the context the Apostle 
Pa~1 ~peaks of ~~e g~spel ~s l?eing a message of light. 
It IS, Indeed, a mamfestatlon·of the truth" which he 
says is so manifestly true that it may re'a~onably .be· 
expected to commend itself to every man's conscience 
in the sight of God. 

That is precisely what the gospell is, a message of 
truth, a mes~ag,~ of light ... He Who is the Subject of 
the story saId, I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
'have the light of. life." He further said to His dis
ciples, "Ye are the light of the world." He.is so to 
d~ell ,~n, us that ~e shall re~ect His glory. Again He 
saId, Liet your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven." Ere He left this earth He prom
ised that the Spirit of Truth shou·ld come, and of Him 
He said, "He will guiae you into all the truth"-not 
~l1to all truta, but "into all the truth". He promised His 
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disciples that the Holy Ghost shoutld bring to their 
remembrance all things whatsoever He had said unto 
them. This promise was fulfilled in the e'Xp,erience of 
thos-e who were chosen O'f God to write the New Testa
ment, and we'have as a result a Book w.ritten by men 
who spake as they were "moved by the Holy Ghost." 

The Holy Spirit is also promised that He may 
interpret this infa:llible Word, so that the gaspel is 
light indeed and truth indeed. It is not a veiled gospel 
in' any senlse. It is no dark secret hidden from. 
men. It is a revelation ,of the very heart of God. And 
yet, strange as it may s-eem, there are many who do 
not receive the gospel. There are many who account 
it "foolishness", and labour to prove that it is untrue. 
There are some who raise questions about ·every word 
that is written, and lead men to doubt whether indeed 
this be the very w·ord of God. There are others who 
profess to be seekers after truth, who declare they 
find themselves unable to understand the gospel. 

How are we to reconcile these two .opposing 
positions, ,that which declares the gospel to be a 
manifestation of the truth, and that attitude of mind 
which declares it is difficult to. be understood? 

My text gives the answer. This apostle declared 
that he was preaching a very simple message, that he 
used great plainness of speech, he assumes that there 
was no good reas.on why anybody. should not be able 
to understand the gospel. "But", said he, "if our 
gospel be veiled, if there be some who do not urider·
stand, then it is veiled to them that are lost." The 
explanation of their failur'e to understand is here: 
"The god of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them which believe not lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them.'" 

If there are some who hear me this evening to 
whom the gospel has never yet appeared as the power 
of God and the wisdom of God, if you have never yet 
been able to admir·e the treasures of wisdom and of 
knowledge which are placed at your disposal at the 
command of faith in the person of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, I off-er you, on' the authority I;>f God's Word, 
an . explanation for your darkness. No, my dear 
friends, it is not because you are men and women of 
superior intelligence, it is not 'because of your larger 
learning, your profounder wisdom. In the last analysis 
it was not the college that ups~t you, 'it was not the 
books you read that disturbed your faith. Here is 
the philosophy of unbelief always: "The god of this 
world 'hath blinded the minds of them which -believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should shine unto them.'~ 

I. 
Need i do more than pause to remind you of 'r HI'! 

REALITY of THIS MALICNANT' SPIRIT, the enemy of 
human souls here described as, "The god of this 
world"? The devil is very real; he is terribly real. 
The Scripture describes him 3,S an "adversary", and 
says he goes about as a roaring lion seeking whom 
he may devour. He is called "the accuser of the 
brethr·en", the "old serpent", the "dragon", the "prince 
of the power of the air" .. He is the enemy of human
kind, and as surely as there is a God Who lov-es us, 
there is a devil woo hates us; as surely as there is a 

common Source of all that is good and true, so there 
is a common origin of all that is evil and sinful. "The 
god of this world" is, I say, a very real person,
not merely a principle, not merely an illusion of mortal 
mind; but a very real malignant personality who seeks 
Hie destruction of yopr soul and mine. As certainly 
as we hav'e a Friend, a Plrotector, a Saviour, in the 
God abov'e us, we have an enemy, a betrayer, a poten
tial destroyer, in the devil who s'eeks our injury. 

He is described here as "the god of this world"
not the god of the cosmos, not the god .of the material 
world. Oh no! Thank God, this ,earth does not .belong 
to the devil. "The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness 
thereof." But he is descri'bed as the ruler of the 
cosmos, the prince of this world. He is an usurper; 
he has taken God's place in the hearts of men, and in 
the affairs of t:Iations. There is a spirit that nDW 
worketh in the children of disobedience. There is a 
<:hief of all the principalities and powers and the rulers 
of the darkness of this world and spiritual wickedness 
in high pla<:es. He is, in a very real sense, the ruler 
'Of the cosmos, 'of the earth, of the material wDrld. 

But he is not so called here. He is the gDd of this 
age. It is only for a little time that he take!/, possession 
of that which rightly belongs tD God Himself. But 
during this age, this pr,esent time, this present evil 
world, or evil age, he has tremendous influence in the 

. live,s of men. 
I wi'sh I ha:d ;time to expound th!a,.t scripture, a.nd 

confine myself tD that this evening, "the god of this 
age". How truly Satan is follDwed by those who live 
fDr this age; for the things 'Of time! When a man 
loses his sense .of perspective, when he fixes his eyes 
upon things that are seen and are temporal, he in
evitably becDmes a follower 'Of the god of this ·age. 
He is influenced by the standllrds of time, by the 
val'ues of time, by all the influ'ences which play upDn 
human li£.e in this present age; and he follDWS the gDd 
of this ruge. 

The man who lives fo,r his money, and £Or all thaJt 
money will :bring, howev,er ·respeetable, ho'wever re
.1igious, i'S a wo.rshipper of the god of this a'ge. And 
'h,ow many people' there are who divorce their busi
ness entirely from religlion. Monday is entilrely d:if;. 
feI'ent from Sunday. The priudiples wh'i:Ch govern on 
Sunday have n'O appl'iJcation to the affairs of Monday 
a·t all. It must be admitted thaJI: money wiU do much. 
It will -exalt men to pDsitions of prominence. MDney: 
will exalt people to positions of .power. It wiU buy 
houses and lands. It belongs to this age. It is the 
medium of exchanlge fo,r the affairs .of this age. 

There was a time when our money was subJect t6 
a rather large disc.ount when we gDt to the Inter
national Boundary. I remember during the war wheJl 
it was as much as seventeen' per cent., when they took 
seventeen dollars off every hundred when one crossed 
the line. I mean, Canadian money was w.orth seven
teen dollars less. I knew some friends who laid in a 
store of German money-and found that it was not 
w.orth anything at all when the war was over. Those 
who worship the god of this age, and who lay up for 

·thems-elves a store of this world'~ goods, are coming 
by and by to the boundary line. If you do not convert 
your money into something .else, you will find that' 
though it were wor>th a hundred million thia side the 
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river of death, beyond it will have no value. Do as 
you like, my friends; live- for .this life if you will, :but 
if you do you are really worshippers of the god of this 
age. Turn it over in y,our mind at the offic·e in the 
morning, when you stand behind the counter, in the 
dir,ectors' meeting, in the bank, or insuran_ce office, 
wherever you are-give 'all there is of you to the get
ting of money, Hving for the world and the things of 
the world, but r:emember that)'IQu are but worship'p~ng 
·him who is the god of this age. Bring your off·erings 
to him, devote all your energies to his'service, and 
the time will come when this age will pass, and other 
standards will obtain, other values will be recognized, 
and other curr·ency will be necessary to buy favour 
there. Hence this alien prince, this usurper of the divine 
throne in the hearts and in the lives of men, is here 
described as "the god of this ag;e." 

II. 
But very ·especiaIJy he is described here as engaging 

in THE: WORK OF BLINDING ME:N'S MINDS. How 
does the devil blind the minds of men? Is that the 
explanation of the fact that s·o many people refuse 
to believe the gospel, because the god of thi's world 
hath blinded their minds s'o that tlhey' cannot? That 
is what the Soriptul'\e says. How does he do it? 

I think one of the favoritc;! we.apons for this work 
is that of prejudice. How terrihly .prejudiced some 
people ave against many things I Their minds, 
while they boast of their broad-mindedness, while 'they 
boast of their liberality, while ~hey insist that we 
ought to maintain an "open mind",-their minds are 
closed and locked and double-barred by prejudice, so 
that the ligiht cannot ev,en s'hii.ne unto their reason. 

They are p.rejudiced aga·inst God. How many 
books I' have read in which men . attempt to 
describe "the God of orthodoxy", "the God of Evan
gelical Christianity", "the God of the Bible"-and 
these des1criptions are llea!gues forom the truoth. 
No sUlCh god lis revealed in the B-jlble. No such 
god is believed 'in by orthodox people. No such god 
was ever worshipped by evangelical believers .. The 
sermons one hears nowadays which purport to d'es
cribe the characteristics of the God of Evangelical 
Christianity ar·e the most grotesque caricatures. I 
said of one man some time ago that he has 'evidently 
aeriv·ed his knowledge of ovthbrdoxy from a study of 
iots caricatures. He does not even know what ortho
doxy is. He has never ·even glimpsed the alphabet of 
Evangelical Christianity. But he represents-or mis-. 
represents---lGod as a grotesque figure finding delight 
in the destruction of men, or, at least, as ·that being 
the God ·of the' Bible.' .... 

. I preached with all earnestness in this pulpit some 
years ago, and, as I thought, wilth 1Jhe utmost simplic
ity. At, the clqse of the service a man came to me and 
s'aid, "Did I understand you' ~o say, Mr, that Ohrist 
had to die in order to mawe God willing to save sin
ners ?" I replied, "I have not the slightes't idea what 
you understood me to say. I only know that I could . 
not ev'en have thought it in a nightmare.'" One won
dered whether the man had ordinary intelligence, or 

. whether wi'lfully he misrepresenoted that which he had 
heard. The truth was, the .god. of this world had so 
blinded his mind that he could not even hear the.truth, 

he could not understand the simplest language i~ 
spiritual things. . 

I meet young men who S'ay, '''Do not quote the Bible 
to me, sir, b-ecause I ao nat believe it." I ask such an 
one, "Have you read it?" "No." "Do you know what 
it contains?" "I cannot say that I ·am very thor,oughly 
v-ersed even in the text of Scripture, but I .kn'ow it is 
not true" I . Why does. he speak thus? Because fhe 
god of this world has told him so, becaus·e un,iversity 
professors and a grea't many preachers spend their 
time teaching their hearers to doubt ever,ything that 
is written in the Bible. 

By whose inspirati'on dlo such alleged prophets 
preach? Not 'by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, I 
pmmise you. It is the god of this world who blinds 
t~e e}"es of men by fast closi.ng them by every prin
ciple of prejUdice, until they are prejudiced against 
God, against the gospel, against the Bible, 'against the 
church, against the min~~ters of religion; so that it is 
well nigh impossible to get a hearing for the Word. 
That is the surest method of leading people to ;the 
precipic·e, the shutting of their minds ag;ainst the truth. 

'Dhen, men are blinded to the truth also by being 
confined to occupations which prevent the.ir taking a 
perspective view of life. There are SOme people ~ho 
ke·ep their eyes 'So intently on their batik-book thilt 
they cannot evoen see the stars. They are so busy' 
counting th'eir pennies, they have no mind to number· 
the mercies of God. They are so imprisoned witl:l~:n ' 
_their business and their' pleasures and all the occupa:" , 
tions of .time that they have no eyes for ·distanot things 
at all. They are like the( ponies in the' cO'al-mine~, 
that' go down into the bowe'lis of the earth and for' 
years together never see the sun. Having no need 
forey,es, they lose the power of .sight. Like hats and 
moles are some of these learned gentlemen who boast 
of t~eir liberality. . ' 

But how many there are who are blinded' by false 
religions, by preoccupatlion of the mind ·with that " 
which is contrary to the truth I In many cases before 
the truth can find entrance, men's minds must he 
emptied of the accumulation of error which has found 
entrance there. Religions that promise men peace in 
the way of human ·effort.; l'eligions that teach men 
falsely that by works of righteousness which th.ey 
may do they can make t'hemselves right with God; 
r.eligions that are opposed to the Bible and to ·the 
revelation of God's graoe in Christ, so occupy the 
minds of men that there is no room for the gospel. 
"The god of this world" thus blinds the minds of 
those who believe not. 

And oh, how many are blinded by addiction to sin! 
How many whose passion for evil actually closes their 
minds to the admission of sound ethi'cal teaching! Go 
to the United States and ask a man on the train, or' 
elsewhere, what he thinks of prohibition. Put before 
him the figures which prove beyond all peradventure .
thaot that which men decry and denounce and declCllre 
to be an utter failure is in truth overwhelmingly SUIC
cessful; put hefore him t'he figures of trade council'S, 
0:£ hanb, an'd all the rest of rt, but he will say, "PrOl-' 
hibition is a f.ailure; it is the ruin of a nation." WhY'? 
Because the man wants to get drunk. He is s'.) blinded 
by pas'S ion that reason utterly fails. 
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Turn to the sermon on the mount, and. read God's 
law about divorce, s'ee w'hat the Master says ab.out it. 
What then? "'\Thy", said one man of distinction to 
me, "it is folly to ,invoke the au thod ty of Jesus Christ 
in the matter of the marriage relation and of divorce." 
Why do men ta'lk like tna't? Because they are so 
bIirid, and so determined to go their evil way, that 
they will not hear what· the Scripture has to say. 

So of every other kind of sin: when it grips heart 
and conscience it blinds the minds of men, so that 
they are unable to distinguish hetween right and 
wrong, and at last put l,igh't for darkness, and darkness 

. for ligh,t. They call their foes their fr-iends, and regard 
their friends as their worst enemies. They invert the 
very 'laws of nature, and see things in a light that 
misrepr,esents all the facts of life and cloos,es their 
mind~ aga'inst the ,admission of the truth. . 

III. 
But that is not the worst of it. "The god of this 

world hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
not." V/hich does not mean that he has me1"ely veiled 
their. mind"s. The figur'e is not that of one drawing 
down the blinds to shut out the sunlight, f.or then 
an.other might break in and lift the blinds and let the 
sunlight in. . The figure i~ this, that THE DEviL IS 
ONE WH'O AC'fUALLY DESTROYS Tl:lE FACULTY 'OF SIGH1'. 
H~ blinds the eyes of men, the minds of men, so that 
they hecome at last incapable of receiving the truth; 
and, like Esau, when they long to find a place of 
repentance they find no place of repentance though 
they seek it diligently with tears. 

That, my dear friends, i~ what evil does. Belief of 
,.falsehood at last ma).:es it impossible for men to believe 
, the truth. The penalty an h'abiitual deceiver pays for 
his lying is not that nobody will believe him, but that 
he at last di's(,:overs i,t i,s impossible for him to believe 
anybody elIse. He speaks and acts a lie until he im
putes to all others the principles which govern his 
'Own lif.e, and at last becomes incapable of 1"eceiving 
the tmth. If you cultiva,te a doubt of the Word 'Of 
God, )"OU wil'l discoOver at lalSit thart the very eY'es 'Of 
your s'oul have bec'Ome blinded. 

One of the most terribJ.e things I ev'er witnessed in 
my life was when I went t'O visit a man at his son's 
request. He said, "Y'Ou had better take your Bible 
with you, f'Or father is the greatest Bible student I 
have ever known." I calaed upon him, and f'Ound him 
saturated with Scripture. lrt. seemed to me, he could 
1"epeat the whole book 'Of Psalms, and nearly every 
C'hapter ,in the ,New Testament. He was familiar with 

·-the whole Bible. He quoted it to mock, to laugh at 
it; 'and when I quoted a passage, hoping that God 
would s'Omehow break in up'On his understanding, he 

.woul,d reply w'ith ,derisive laughter and sa:y, "Let me 
give you the context." He would quote the context 
heJfore ,and after, and hold the whole Scripture up to 
contempt. What was the psychology of it? Just this: 
he had refu50ed t'O believe the truth 500 long, he had 
play,ed with the very Vi ord of God, he had trained 
his- mi,nd to ·question everything that was in the Bible, 
until 'at l'ast it was utt-ertly impossihle for him to be
lieve anything that was in the Bible. He died as he 
had liv,ed,-,his head fu!'l of 'texts of Scriptur.e; his 
heart fuU of the'devil. He died in his sin, went over 
the precip,ilC,e, as a blinded sou'l. 

That is what is 'happening to-day. P.eople by the 
multitude are being blinded to the truth of the gospel. 
A y.oung minis,ter had been travelling in Palestine~ 
and was returning, when he was stricken with small
pox. The ship stopped at some Mediterranean port 
and put -him .on shore. He was put in quarantine and 
in charge of an Italian nurse named Antonio, who 
nursed the young man tenelerily, in a house thaot faced 
toward the south looking 'Out tmllJ'ard the sea. Every 
morning he thr<ew up the blinds, threw back t,he s'hut
ers, and let ·t!he light of day Hood his master's room 
with its glory. One morning the patient said toO his 
nur,s·e, "Antonio, will it soon be day?" "W'hy", said 
the nurse, "it is day." "But the morning has not 
come, has it?" "Yes, the m«?rning has come." "Well, 
then, Antonio, throw back the shutters, lift the bEnds, 
and let God's sunlight in." "But", said the nurse. 
"the shutters are .open, my mast,er. The blinds are 
up, and the sun is shining." "But", said the patient, 
"I do not see any sunlight, Antonio. You tell me 1:Jh!! 
morning .has come?" He was quiet for a moment, 
then with a cry o,f anguish as the truth dawned upon 
him, he said, "o.h, Antoni.o, Antonio, is it true?" He 
put his ,hands to his eyes; the f'atal disease had taJ<,en 
his sight away, and as he learned the truth he cried, 
"Oh, Antoni'O, Ant'Onio! I ~m Mind! I am Mind !'" 
Burt veTY soon .he fell asJoeep in Jesus, and 'Opened hils 
eyes i,n t'he morning-I-and ("HaHelujah f" "Prai'se ·the 
Lord !"). 

Oh, the loss 'Of physical eyesight, sad ,as it is, is not 
the greatest tragedy. But what a cnme--oh, what a 

. crime! when teachers and preachers and professors 
aUow themselves to be used o.f the devil to gouge out 
the eye's .of 'human souqs, so that they cannot see tJ'te 
truth, -and cannot look upon the fface of Him Who is 
altoget'her lovely! No greater crime than that could 
be imagined. And this is the aroh-criminal, the prince 
of darkness W'hoQ hates tpe, light, and thus destroys in 
men the very cap'adty for reoeiving the trut'h, the very 
faculty of faith, until at last men have n'O power to 
bel~,eve but fall over the preoilpioe and in,t'O ev,erlast
ing destruction. 

IV. 

BUT WHY? . THIS IS THE REAS'ON: "Lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image 
of God, should Slhine unto them." WeH does the devH' 
know that j,f rri'en, with the eyes 'Of their heart, cOUild 

, ever once see Jesus they would fall in lovre with him" 
and that his power over them would be for ever broken. 
Hence, like the Philistines who put out the eyes of 
Samson, like Zedekiah's captors who gouged the eyes 
from the sockets ,and carried the king oaptive to a 
foreign land, so the deVlil destroys men's ability to 
1"eceive the .truth "'lest ,the l'ight should shi'ne", . 

I repeat; tbre goS]),el is a mre'ss'ruge' of Li'ght. If only you 
would let the gospel in, you wmr.ld find wha't kind 01 
man you are. 

The gospel w,ill giv,e' yoQU light ahout Y'ourseH, 
Even a mirr,or is no good in the dark, but let 
the light shine, and you wilT see what a sinner you 
are. ''fibre: g'Ospel will' g,ive you light about Jesus Christ. 
lit will remrove all your milsapprehension, it will 
nullify all the devil's misrepre'sentations. L,oet the 



July 24, 1930 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (145) 5 

light shine, let the gospel of th!! glory of Christ flood 
your understanding, and you will . come to see iliat 
He 'loved you be£or·e ,tihe foundations of the wor.Jd, 
that He anticipated your foUy, made provision for 
your sin, came from heayen to earth to die in your 
ro·om and stead, was Himself made sin for you that 
you mig.ht be made the righteousness of God ion Him, 
took the terrible smalllpox of sin upon Himself, went 
into the ou.ter darkness tha:t you might liv,e for ever 
in the morning land. ("·Pr·aise the Lor<;l. !"). , 
. If you cou:Id only see "the light' .of the gospel of the 

glory of Ghrist", if you could only know that He 'loves 
to forgive, ·that He loves to wipe men's tears away, 
that He loves to gird them with strength for the battle, 
that He loves to undo the work 'Of sin and remake men 
into the image o.f God! The devil knows that if you 
cou:ld on:ly understand that, you would be 'a Christian 
to-night. Ther·e is not a man or woman h.ere 1!hi.;; 
evening whose .heant hitherto has been closed against 
the gospel, if he c·ould only wi1!h the ~yes of his heart 
behold "the Lamb of God, which tc;Lketh away the sin 
of the'world", who would not be made ·a new creature 
in Christ in 'a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. 
But the deviil stands between, ":lest the Ilight of the 
glorious gospel of Christ should shine unto 
y<?u." 

Listen! Listen! Even while ,1 speak, someone is 
whispering, "Remember the ,book you read last we·ek. 
Do not believe ,t!hat old~fashioned preacher. I do not 
wonder people say so much against him when he taqks 
such nonsens·e as that." Nonsense? Yes, it is non
Slense ,in ,the view of ni.·e deviL But I beg of you, blind 
men, ere you reach the precipice and descend into 
ev'erlasting destruction, send up a mighty cry that He 
may open your eyes to the light of the glorious gospel. 
You would ·say, "\V,hat a'revelation! I thoqght God 
wanted to take aU the pleasures of life 'away,.I thou'ght 
He wanted to .destroy me'; but you tell me that Jesus 
\Vho op~ned the eyes o~ the blind and made the l'ame 
to leap as an 'hart, Who unstopped deaf ears, Vlho 
forgrave men their transgr·essions-you tell me that 
Jesus Christ is like God r" No, I tell you that 
JESUS CHRIS1' IS GOD. ("Hallelujah !") And. He is the 
only God .we' know. He ils the e~press Image of His 
Person. "Shew us the F3Jther, and it, ~uffi'Ceth us." 
"Befor,e you go away", said Phi.1ijp, "gJ'Ve U'S a pictu!I"e 
of God; reave us a photograjph of 1!he Invisib:1e .. and 
let us know wh'at God is like." To which our Lord 
answered, "Have I been so lon'g ~ime with you, and 
yeit hast thou not known me, PhlrHp? he thM liath seen 
me hath seen the Father." . 

That ·is the G'Od I preach to you, Fa~her, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, covenanting together for man's redemp
tion from before the foundat,i'ons of the worl'd.· Yield 
your poor blinded souls to Him instea:d of rushing to 
destruction, the victims of the blinding power of ou:r 
worst en~my . 

. \ViII you turn: to God this evenJilllg? Wi.Jl you receive 
Him as He is r:evea'led in Chri'st? Trust Him as your 
Saviour wher:evoer you are, by the lakeside, out at the 
camp, dO'Wn there in Quebec. I greet you Buiclding1hrum 
friends, Lachurt:e and the rest of y.'Ou; fri.ends in N:ew 
York State, in P.ennsylvania, in Ohio, and in Miochigan. 
Will you hear this gospel? Jesus 'Ch"rist is as near to 
you as He is to us in this place -of prayer. "Whoso-

ev·er shall call upon -the name of the Lord shall be 
sav,ed." Cry out for light from above, and God will 
answer you; old things shall pass away, and all things 
s'hall become new. He will save you ,for time, and 
save you for eternity. And by and by He will not or.ly 
clarify your v.ision, but He will wipe away aU tears 
from your eyes. ("Hallelujah !"). 

I have preached to you the· gospel of (iod the 
Father, God the S'On, and God the Holy Gliost, Who 
'has loved you with an everlas:ting love, and with 
lovingkindnesses would. draw you to Himself this 
night. .' 

Let u's pray: 0 Lord, many of us have come' to 
Thee yoelars ago, but we come again. Many of ~s have 
praised Thee for the precious blood ten thousand 
times already, but we praise Thee once again~ Many 
of us have :1;,hanked Thee times innumerable for the 
salvation that is all of grac!!, ,hut this eV'eniQg We' 
thank Thee once agai.n. Many of us have prayed be
f'ore, but we want to pray again the same prayer: 
God, be merciful to me a, sinner. Thou hast said that 
whosover 'Shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be Slaved. Mayhap ,even as we pray,. thousands of 
others pray with us, and who knoweth but that some 
day it will be .round .that through this simple message 
the power of Satan has be-en broken in many a l.ife, 
and hundreds have turned Wlholeheartedly to Chnst? 
Hear us as we sing out' dosing hymn. Grant that the 
Holy Spirit may carry its niessage to invisible thous
and,s who share this service. For Jesus Christ's sake, 
Amen. 

'THE WEEK END IN JARVIS STREET. 

The attendance at the School was 1,018. We were 
privileged to have a visit from Rev. A. J. Lewis, who ~as 
just returned from Li~eria. Mr. Lewis gave a ~ost tn

teresting account of hiS labours there, together With M.r. 
and Mrs. Davey. We have never heard of a place which 
seemed to be more open to the gospel. It was a fine 
address by which the people were greatly moved. Not a . 
few said that Mr. Lewis must have been compelled to re- ' 
turn. in order to be free to tell that story everywhere. 
At the close of the address the Pastor explained that the 
cost o£. ·sending out two new missiqnaries, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hancox to Liberia would be approximately $850.oo,'-":"tha~ 
is, of course, merely for equipment and travelling ex;
penses. He proposed that an offering be taken there and 
then to meet that amount. There was a hearty and gen-

. erous response for a summer morning ,when scores, per
haps hundreds of the church members were away. The 
offering was taken, and resulted in gathering a .sum of 
$718.00. It is hoped the rest will come in later, as a~ 
appeal was made a:gain in the evening. 

In the evening there was a great congregation; not.~ 
withstanding it was past the middle of July, there was 
scarcely a' vacant seat anywhere downstairs and a great 
company in the gallery. One of the sermons appearing 
in this issue was preached, and ·the ordinance of 'baptism 
was administered. Follow.ing the conclusion of the ser'~ 
vice at 9 o'clock another great service was held out of 
'doors from the open air pUlpit on the church grounds. 
A great congregation assembled, and the service was· one, 
of blessing. ., 
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SECOND SERMON. 
MARY'S ALABASTER BOX. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached m Jarvis Street. Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday MoQrning, Jane 22nd, '1930. 

(StenogI'l&phically Repol'lted.) 

"Verily I say utito Y'ou, wheresoever ,this gospel shall be 'preached in the whole world, there shall 
als-o this, that this woonan 'hllith d,ollle, be told for a memorial of her." Matt. 26:,18. 

Prayer before the Sermon. . 0 Lord', to receive .the truth In the love of it. May our 
We beseech Thee, 0 Lord, to make us. aware O!f Tohy pres- heams be made hospiltable to Thy prece-pts, and to the prtn

ence this morning. We klliOW Thou art 'here. T,hy word has ciples of Thy 'gospel. So bless us and .glorify Thyself, fOil" 
never failed us. We have Thy promise, and we know that Thy name's sake, Amen. 
:that promise is even now actually fuLfilled'; and that in the There are many tales which pass from lip to lip, and 
,PersOfn of the Holy Spirit, God HimS'eU, i's in this .place. We obtain a wide circulation; which make no -contribution of 
!have coone to worship Thee, and we pray that, by thle gra.ce 
of Thy -Spirit, (lUI'. he,arts may be m-awn out towa'rdi Thee;. value either to the hearer or to the teller. There are many 
th'llll; we may be ena:bled, indeed, to render to Tohee to-day a such stories which might better be left untold. There 
SJpiritual service which Thou cans,t aooept-notwiths.tanding are many books that are published, for which people pay 
our sinfulnes's--'because it is offered ·to Tohee throu,gh Hd'In a good price, and for the publication of which the author 
who died and rose ag~in. '-

We do not mow -the ci,reum;Sltances' of those gathered in is enriched, that have no real value. Newspaper men 
Thy presence. We dIo nOit lmow the paa.1;icular need; of any talk a!bout stories of "human interest"-whatever - that 
one, man o-r woman, or 'boy or girl; but we rejoice that we may be. Sometimes they speak of -men, irrespeotive of 
come to a -great God. Thou unders.tand'est our thoUJg!hts afar what they do, or where they go, as being themselves, 
off; Tlwu lmowest -o-ur yesteroay.s,; our to-morrowsl are open h h 
to 'lTh.y view. The ex:perieilllces 'of the past are written beifro-re "news"; 'because of what the man is or of what - e as 
Thee; and all that the future contains fo-r us is equally before done at some time or place, it is assumed that the world 
Thine eye. .So- thiS' mornin-g we pr.ay that we may be nour- is jnterested in his movements. Hence it is reported, 
ilshoed, from -the JIeavenly sprin.gs; that we may be fitted for flashed by wire around the world, that this or that man 
the duty of the doay; thad; this day, whatever our obligations is on a J'ourney, or has arrived at a certain place. 
as Christians may be, we may have grace ,to do Thy will; 
to bear witness, 00 the s'aviJIIg efficacy of the blood: of Christ, This chapter' contains the record of a particular act
glivillllg evidence that the HoIy Spirit dwells within illS to it must surely be a "human interest" story. Our Lord 
glorify olllr Father which is in heaven,. Himself, the Author of all the world's harmonies, the 

We pray Thee to look upon every member of this congrega- 0" f II h . be . h .' f h 
gation. May T,hine own p,eotp1e. be led to rejodce in T'hee ngmator 0 a t at IS st m t e musIc '0 uman 
this momilllg! ,May the str,a'lllger, the visitor, whoo is wiIDh speech and song; Himself the Incarnate Word, the very 
us, kn{)wing Thee, 1im.d -himself or hel'.S'elf at·!home because Embodiment of the "good news", the Subject of angels' 
Thou aa.1; here. - song and story-Jesus declared that what He Himself had 

We pray that any whose heams have not yet been opened to . d H' d' . I . h H' . d 
the Lord Jesus may be 'DrOUglht 11;0 repentance an.d mith, aI!ld Just seen, an IS ISCIP es WIt 1m, constItute a story 
;thad; this day ma.ny may be led to yield themS'elves wholly to of such value that He would Himself see to it that 
Jesus Chriost IllS Saviour ar.Jd Lord. wherever His gospel should be preached in all the world, 
. We tMnk ·of the li'omes from which the members of 'bhis and to the end of time, to all generations, this incident· 

congre:galtion come._ Some come fro-m homes' where Thou h ld b rt d th·~'" h ld b t ld f hasil; bles'sedl and! prospered them;~where no real wa:nt is s ou e repo e: IS ;:nory S ou e 0 or a memo-
< known; and whelJ."e the ma,terial and s.piritual blessingls of rial of the woman who had there ministered to Him. 

;the Lord abide. We pray tha.t any such mlliy lliO-t be for,get- . A stpry that has such value that the Lord of Heaven 
ful of the divine Giver, IIJIld may not be ulJIigra.teful fur all Hds declares His intention of being its Publisher-and when 
Iovingki,ndnes,Sles. Help us, 0 Lord, that Thy bleSlSing ma.y He declares that that story shall never die; that as long 
bring us nearer to Thyself, and; forbid thad; we shQuld ever· as His gospel shall he preached, -that that story shall be 
permit one of Thy gitfts to obscure -our vision of the Thther 
of lights from w,hom eve-!), go-odl gIft co-me.th. an integral part of its message-when Jesus says that, 

There mlliy lbe homes represented! here iIIl which there is we may surely oonclude that it is a story of great value. 
much distress. We pray Thee to visdt ,them. Give help thlll!; I ask you to study it ~ith me a little while this morning., 
ds-beyond -hillman ,power. In Thine own way, 0 LOM, rnin- h l'f h' f h f 
'ister; _ and minister throlllg'h Thy people so far as it is Thy - t at we may earn, 1 we can" somet mg 0 t e secret 0 
will that such should' be don'e. its immortality. Other stories soon die; other .items of 
. We pray f.or any home in which there is, s,i,cmess and s'Or- news are published, and in but a day or two, forgotten. 

row. Some have come ,to Thy house this morning, perhaps, But here is a new story that shall be "news" to all the 
JIeavy hea:r.ted, cast down, and th~ir souls disquieted! w:ithin world in all generations. What is it in this story that 
,them. Grant the-m relief from thei'l' gloom this morning. 
May the glory of the Lord awellir -to- them! _ merited our Lord's approval, and led Him to announce 

Remember, we ;pray Thee, aU Thy ministering servllllllts this great programme of publication? 
the world around, in thds and other cities, and towns, and 
villages, in olllir own country, throughout this: continent, even 
to the uttermos,t p,ar.ts of the ellirlth. We beseech, Thee, 0 
Lord, to grant that th{)se who ;preaC'h Thy word', may 'be 
empowered, by Thy .spirit that their witness may be made 
effective. Bless those who may be in a journey. Make Thy 
;presenc'e to go w:ith ,them .. Bless thro-se who mUSlt la.bour on 
Thy day. Make even the siek room, or the ~lace of du-ty, 
:whaJtever it be, a Bethel, a veritlllble house of God. Minis<ber, 
especially to the sic;k, a.ndl SlUffering. 

Open Thy woOO'd to us and 0:ur IUndeI'standi'l1igS to Thy word, 
and .open our hearts 00 the reception 00 Thy trwth. Heljp 'IllS, 

I. 
It is a story first of all of AN OFFERING ·of LOVE. 

Jesus was in the home of Simon the leper, at Bethany. 
"There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box 
of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head": 
she lavished her costly gift upon her Lord. That is the 
heart of the story. 

J ems expressed approval of a very generous gift. This 
ointment of spikenard, which was very precious, was 
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worth three hundred pence, or more. It was Judas who 
put that value upon it, and you may depend upon it that 
. Judas knew the latest quotations. Judas was well in
'structed respecting the market values of the time; and 
when he said it was worth ·three hundred pence,' it was 
certainly not worth less. 

There is another story in the Bible which is. very often 
referred to, and which seems to minister great comfort 
to many of us: the story of the woman and her mites. 
. There are a good many people who speak about their 
widow's mite-altl,tough they are not widows, and al
though there is no ju!?tification for their giving a mite. 
But that story apparently is very popular. I would re
mind you that there was a great difference between the 
values, the intrinsic value of that which thf,! widow gave 

. and that which this Woman gave. It was in the proportion 
of one cent to fifty dollars. The widow gave the cent, 
the woman, fiHy dollars; or the widow gave the dDllar, 

. and this woman gave five hundred dollars; or, if you like, 
the widow gave a thousand dollars, and this woman gave 
fifty thousand dollars. It was a 1arge gift. The usual 
wage of the labourer of that time was a penny a day, 
and this gift amounted to thr~ hundred pence. The 
sabbaths, and other special days .being omitted, it ~as vir
tually a la:hourer's wage for a whole year-all that a 
labourer could eam by faithful industry applied every 
day of the year. This wom~n brought the product of a 
whole y,ear's labour, and lavishly poured it aH upon the 
head of Jesus. Relatively, of course, the widow's gift was 
just as great as Mary's. There are people whO' see~ 1:0 
expect to receive some reward for giving a cup of cold 
water, when really they ought to install a water works 
system that would refresh a whole city. There are people 
who would give a widow's mite, and expect the Lord to 
say, "Vhll done". The truth is the widow gave aU she 
had, even all her living. She did not give a tenth, nor a 
fifth, nor one-half, nor three-quarters ;-she did not give 
a little out of her surplus, making ·surenot Ito infringe 
upon her bank acoount-all she had in the world was what 
she had in her hand; and without stint or reservatiDn she 
gave it all. And it was that which called forth our l.ord's 
approval. This woman gave the equiva4ent of a year's 
labour. 

My friends, my plea is this :'that we,as Christians, live 
too cheaply. -We put but a small value upon our religion. 
We talk sometimes about being poor, while uncounted 
millions have never heard the story of Bethlehem 01: Cal
vary;-literally there are hundreds of minions of people 
who have never even heard the name of Jesus. And yet 
we, as Christians, congratu13lte ourselves that we have 
don.e something when we present- our little gifts. My 
plea this morning is that the service of Jesus merits large 
gifts. He deserves our best. It was required of all who 
brought their thankoffering to the Lord-a lamb, or 
whatever it was-that it .shoul.d be without blemish: the 
best we have our Lord requires. He demands the first 
place; and unle.ss He has the first place, no matter what 
our profession may be, we have not made Him Lord. 

Mary brought her alabas~er box of ointment, and, hold
ing nothing back, shl!' poured it all upon the head of her 
Lord. I do not believe there is a church in Christendom 
whose members generally have learned Mary's secreli:. 
There are very very few of the Lord's people who have 
come within leagues of Mary's standard. We shall never 
have the Lord's "Well done", we shall never have peace 

of conscience, and joy in our hearts, while we hold back 
from Him that which is His due. We ought, as <;:hiis
tians, everyone of us, to hang our heads in shame, to be 
ashamed when we'speak of giving merely a tenth. S<;>me
body says, "But the tenth is an Old Testament standard!" 
We grant that for the sake of argument, but if God's 
people, who are not under the la~ 'but under grace, would 
approximate even the Old Testament standard, I will ven
ture the assertion that if all who profess the name of Jesus 
Christ would even take the Old Testament standard, to say 
nothing of the New, and would even give to the Lord one
tenth, and trust Him to bless the nine-tenths, the missionary 
efforts of the churches could be doubled in one year. Arid 
·if we were to go beyond the Old Testament to the New 
Testament standard, if we were to take Mary's standard, or '. 
the standard of the widow, and do as they did, and just 
live for Christ and 'for His wOl"k, and set our af fections 
on things above, and lay up for ourselves treasures in 
heaven instead of upon earth, if we were to do that,_this 
church could increase its missionary givings ten times 
over. We could give more to missions in one year than 
all that we ever raised for our own work, if we were to 
take the New Testament standard of giving. Oh, how 
far short we have come of these greaJt ideals of the New 
Testament! 

"There shall also this, that this woman hath do~e, b~ 
told for a memorial of her." It was as though Jesus had, 
said, ·"1 will let my believing people in all the world, iri 
an generations, know what one woman did for me, in 
order that they may meet that'standard. Oh, my breth
ren and sisters, there is not one of us thalf: has reached 
this standard 'set by Mary in Bethany. 

II. 

This was THE OFFERING of a GRATEFUL LOVE. The 
circumstances under which this offering was presented: 
are full of instruction. It occurred in the house of Simon., 
the leper. He was not a leper now. He was' probably one 
of the m~ny lepers whom Jesus had healed; and he had' 
come home to his own house. Fpr long. years he had 
'been separated from all his loved Dnes; he had . dwelt 
apart; "wli-thout -the camp" his habitation had been. But 
now he has been touched by the healing touch of the divine 
Healer, . has been made clean again, and has come back 
to his own hOtise; and has been welcomed to his own 
family.' _ 

. We have no explicit statement of scripture for it, but 
Jewish traditiDn makes Simon the leper the husbamd of 
Martha. Accprding to tradition Martha had lived a life 
of widowhood for many years, because her husband was 
'stricken with that terrible disease. But Simon had been 
healed and had come back to his home, and to Martha, 
his wife. "Mamha served." I do not wonder she served. 
This is not the occasion, 'you know, when Martha grumb
led. That was· another occasion. But on this occasion 
they made a supp~r, and Martha served; and Lazarus was 
one of them that sat at the table with him. What a pic
ture! A leper made clean! A man who had been dead, 

_ made ·alive! And Mary was there, the sister of Martha, 
and a sister-in-law of Simon. What a picture of the 
church that is! A cleansed leper, dead souls quickened, 
everybody happy, everybody serving! The disciples were 
there: the Master in the midst. And Mary's heart 'simply 
overflowed. She could not help it; she owed everything 
to Jesus .. You r~member TennysOi\'l said?- . 
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"Her eyes are homes of silent prayer, 
Nor other thoughd: her mind admits! 
But, he was dead, and. there he sits, 

And He who raised him up is there." 

Her eyes rested upon the face of Lazarus; and then 
she looked at Martha, and behold the cloud gone! She 
looked at Simon, and he was healed; and then she looked 
at Jesus, and said, "He did it all! What can I do for 
Him ?" She took aU that she had; she t·ook her alabaster 
box of very precious ointment, and broke it and poured 
it upon His head, saying "Nothing is too good for Jesus." 

Oh, my friends. how much we owe Him! How much 
we owe Him! How many of us have been like Simon, 
--cleansed lepers,--or like Lazarus,-dead in trespasses 
and sins, and made alive again. What blessing has come 

. to the home by the advent of Jesus! How lives have 
been transformed! How the family circles have been 
changed because Jesus has come! 

Once I was in a man's office one evening. He was at 
the head of a large business concern, and had been greatly 
prospered. We were going oUlf: of his office late in the 
evening. It was im the days of the open bar: amI right 
across from his office there was a saloon. Ther,e was 
some sort oOf wire screen screening the har so that you 
could not see it from the sidewalk. but from the devation 
on which we were standing, we were able to look down 
into the sa,loon bar. There were men crowding that place, 
three or four rows deep, just drinking themsel"ves drunk, 
like beasts. As we came to the door my friend's eyes 
caught the sight. He took. me by the arm and stopped 
for a minute, and overcome with emotion, as the tears 
streamed down his face, he said, "Look, Pastor. take a 
look at that scene for a minute, will you?" I stood and 
looked upon it. Just a little bit of hell on earth. and the 
beginnings of hell for as many homes as were represented 
in that bar! Then my friend said, "Do you see that?" 
pointing to his great factory; "and do you see this?" 
pointing to the saloon. "There had I been 'but for the 
grace of God. I never should hav,e built this. I was on 
the way to hell when Jesus found me, amI I should have 
gone all. the way if He had not stopped me." 'iVhere 
woul4 you have been but for the grace of God? Where 
should I have been? Where should we, any of us, have 
been? And notwithstanding all, what meagre gifts we 
bring to Him Who is our Saviour and Lord! 

There was a deep spiritual significance in this meal at 
Bethany for the one 'accustomed toO sit at His feet, and 
hear' His words. And somehow she understood as no
body else understood it. When the Lord talked' a!bout 
going up to Jerusalem and dying there, J::>,eter did 'not 
understand what He meant, for he said, "Be it far from 
thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee". Jesus said, "Get 
thee behind me, Satan". Peter was the voice of Satan to 
Him. But Mary never said that. When she brought her 
ala'baster hox, and br-oke it, and poured i.t upon His' head, 
Jesus said, "Ah, Mary, thank )'IOU. You are the one and 
the only one who understands. I know why you did it. 
By and by they will take me down from the cross; and 
they will wrap my bruised body in the clean linen; and 
they will perfume my dead body with spices, and bury it 
in the graV'e. But you come with your ointment before
hand to anoint my body to the burial. You are the one 
person in all the world, Mary, that understands, and who, 
in advance of the cross, has had fellowship with my suf
ferings, being conformed unto my death." Mary looked 

upon Jesus, and she understood. She said, in her heart, 
"He is going to die for me; He is my Authority for saying' 
that." "Against the day of my burying hath she kept this." 

There was not a man there who understooO what Jesus 
said. On the other side of the grave, before t~e thorns 
were pressed upon His brow, or the nails had been driven 
through His hands and feet, or the spear had been sheath
ed in His side, Mary saw it by fairt:h, and she said, "What 
shall I do? What shall I do? I will do aU I can." And 
she took everything she had, and brought!: this alabaster 
box, and said, "Lord, it is all for you." , 

If you and I cotild live before the cross of Jesus,-if 
that prayer could be answered in our experience, 

"Near the Cross! 0 Lamb of God, 
Bring its scenes before me; 

Help me walk from day to day, 
With its 'shadow o'er me", 

if we could remember His death, not only as we go to 
the Lord's Table a.nd take the bread a:nd drink the wine, 
but if we could r~member the Lord's dead;h w~en. \V~ 
arise in the morning, when we go to our dady .tot!: Just 
remember that He died for us, if we could remember the 
Lord's death always-always-when we withhold our 
testimony, when we would play the·coward.in the face of 
the enemy, when we are tempted to do wrong, or find 
ourselves reluctant to do right, and when we are going lo. 
present an offering to the Lord,-Iet us get ourselves out 
of the way, let us die with Him, so that we can see noth-

, ing but Jesus-then we shall bring our alalbaster box of 
ointment, very precious. Ah, yes, we could come to Him 
thus: . 

"Under an Eastern sky, 
Amid a rabble cry, 
A Man went forth to die-For me! 

"Thorn-crowned His hies sed head,· 
Blood-stained His weary tread, 
Cross-laden, on He sped-For me! 

"Pierced were His hands and feet; 
Three hours o'er Him beat 
Fierce rays of 'noontide heat-For me! 

"Thus wert Thou made all Mine: 
Lord, make me wholly Thine: . 
Grant grace and strength divine-ToO me! 

"In thought, and word, and deed 
Thy will to do. 0 lead 
My soul, e'en tho it bleed-To Thee!" 

We shall be happy only as we abide in Him. Our hearts 
can be full of joy juSll: in the measure in which we get 
near to Him. We shall 'be in heaven when we hear His 
"Well Done". . 

But, my friends, here is the strange part of the story: 
Mary's ·act is criticized. One would expect that in that 
home ill Bethany everyone would admire Mary's gift; 
everyone would have accorded her her' due meed of 
praise. But instead of that one said, "To whCllt purpose 
was this waste?" 

You must not assume that hecause you are led of the 
Spirit of God to do a good deed, YoOu will meet with 
general approval. When Peter wd John met the lame 
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:man who sat at the gate of 'the temple called Beautiful, 
_and made him whole so that he leaped and walked, and 
went with them into the temple, praising God, one might 
have supposed that the whole community. would have 

:said, "These men are benefactors of" everyone. Whi'le 
the blessing is individual, it is a social blessing: it relieves 
'us of the burden of this pauper at the Beautiful gate." 
'But instead of that they were. hailed 'before the 'council 
as though they were criminals, and forbidden to repeat 

·the miracle! 
When Mary in the seclusion of that home where the 

'friends of Jesus alone were gathered, opened. her heart, 
:and poured its entire weaLth upon the head of her beloved 
Lord, she found even among the disciples some people 
'who !began to growL That is what the word literally 
means :-They murmured, they growled at her. Oh, 
what a lot of. grumbling Christians there are! They do 

1ittle themselves, and they are always finding fault with 
.other people for what they do. If YOlt give yourself-I 
'care not in what forrp-if you give yourself without r,eser
'vation to Jesus Christ; hold nothing back; live for other 
people; p.o~r out your very life's blood in the cause of 

'Christ; get yourself on the cross; tramp~e all your per-' 
'sonal interests under your feet, ClInd live for eternity in
'stead of -time; put Jesus :Christ first :-then you will have 
-a. good time! Will you? No! You will awaken a storm_ 
of criticism! Everything will be wrong. Somebody will 
-find fault. . . 

. "To what purpose was this w~ste?" The plea was one 
'of economy, if you please. "Why", said Judas, "did she 
'spend so much money that could have been more usefully 
'expended? If I had had the disbursement of it I can 
tell you there would have been no three hundred pence 
spent for a box of ointmeIl!t. No sir. Why this waste?" 
-Why is it, dear friends, that when we come to our re
'ligious life, our devotional life, when we touch that part 
-of our life -which has to do with our personal relation to 
Jesus Christ, we ar.e so ready to economize? Many peo
ple in hard times begin always to economize on what they 
'spend on the Lord's work. They are living in the same 
houses; they are paying the same rent; they are eating ,the 
'same food; and they must wear the same clothes. But 
because they cClll1not afford to keep. up what they fonl1er
ly did, they must reduce their contribution ,to the Lord's 
·~ork. If any economy is to be practised anywhere, be- . 
. gm on Jesus! That is the rule always. In prosperous 
times I can give a tenth, but in hard times I cannot! He 
wno giv.es tis all is the One to suffer! 

Now that is the rule, but it 'is' fa.r below Mary's stand
;ard: "Honour the Lord with thy substance, and 'with the 
'first-fruits of all thine increase"-in hard times as well 
:as good times ;-put God first, ~nd as God hath pros
-pered us, let us minister =to Him, and propagate His gos
pel to the' ends of the earth, so far as we have power; 
'and the Lo"d will see to it that His promis'e is fulfilled. 
It was when the widow had only a little meal in the bar
rel, and a little oil in the cruse the Lord sent a prophet,. 
who was the representative of His cause at that time in 
the day of famine. And he said, "I have commanded a 
widow woman ... to sustain thee." I wonder why He 
did not' send the prophet to a millionaire? But He did 
not. The prophet said to her, "Put God first:' go and 
make me a little cake." But she said, "I have o'nlv 
enough for myself anI;! .my boy. I am just now going 
to gather a few sticks, and I am going to bake that last 

'" 

cake, and then we will die together." He said, "Make me. 
a little cake first-first! God first! and God's word for 
it that even in a day of famine the barrel of meal shall 
not waste nor the cruse of oil fail till the Lord shall send 
rain upon the earth." . Put God first; keep Him .First; 
always first. That is the r~le. 

Is it not remarkable that when Martha made a supper, 
Judas did not find fault with it! He did not say,. 
"Martha, this is an elaborate menu you have. You 
should not do this. .There are so many poor people 
about. Why did you not make a simpler meal, and give 
the rest of it to the poor? Look what you have on your 
table! You are too ex-tra vagant, too elaborate alto
gether." Never a word of criticism di,d Martha's supper· 
receive: It never does! Never! . Spend as much as you . 
like -upon the supper, because J uda's is going to have a 
share of it. He saJid, "I am going to share in it; the bet
ter it is, the 'better for me." Do you know why people: 
talk a!bout "social service" nowadays? Just because they 
do not want to give every-tI-!ing ,to the Lord. No criti
cism of the supper! I have read somewhere of, people 
talking a!bout the "supper room" being substituted for 
the "upper ·room". Well. you will always find !j:hat the 
supper room will be popular with carnal Christians. But 
give all that you have to the propagation bf the gospel,
give everything to Christ-and you wil-l.hear from Judas I 
How artfully he covered his tr~e purpose, and everyone. 
said, "What a financier Judas is!" 

Do not blame Judas too much, because when h,das said 
that so said they all. If you criticize somebody for doing '. 
something. for Christ, you will always get a hundred . 
people into the choir to help you. But bring all that you 
ihave, and give it to Jesus, and you will sing a solo. Any
body can start criticism of anything on the ground of . 
economy, on the ground of superior wisdom and dis
cernment. When you do that you join in the chQrus of 
which Judas is the conductor, always. And I will tell 
you why,-the Bible i~ very discerning-"This he s .. aid, 
not· that he cared for the -poor; but because he was a 
thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein"
not because. he cared for the poor! No! He thought of 
himself! That was all. -- That was the reason. . 

The Bible speaks of. covetousness as idolatry. And. 
that is what it is. Whether you are a preacher, or a 
layman; or whatever your occupation is, the man or .. 
woman that sets his or her heart upo'n the things of this 
world, and determines to put them first, )Vill wither up,. 
spiritually. I have watched it through the years, and I 
have never yet known a growing, fruitful Christian', 
whose testimony was blessed of God who had not learned 
to honour the Lord with his substance. We may not 
have much; we may-as most of us do-belong to the 
widow's company, and have only two mites. But that is 
all God' needs. There is a place for large gifts, but the 
widow's mite 'wa's a large gift, for J~sus said, "All these 
have of their abundance cast in unto' the offerings 'of 
God: :but she of her penury haoth cast in aM the l~ving that 
she had." In the estimation of Jesus Christ her gift was 
more than the gift-of all the rich men. It is "according 
to ,that a man hath, and not according to that he hath 
not." All that Jesus Christ requires of us is' that we 
should put Him first, and keep Him first all· the ·time: 
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.: 
and all these things. shall b~ added unto you". Put Jesus 
Christ first I "You do not mean that Ii terally; you mean 
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just in prayer meeting, in Sunday School; yOoU mean ~to 
give a measure Oof my time t9 Him?" I mean ~his:. If you 
are a .blood-bought Christian, wherever- you are, Jesus 
Christ should be first, before every one, before every 
thing. We ·are living below our privileges if anyone or 
any thing has been permitted to take His place. Oh, how 
simple it all becomes when He is first. 

III. 

I must hasten to this:-for that· is the best part of the 
story-PuT HIM FIRST, AND JESUS WILL LOOK AFTER 
YOUR CRITICS; you will not need to. He said, "Let her 
:alone; keep your hands and your tongue Ooff Ma·ry. I 
understand her case. She hath brought her ointment 
beforehand to anoil1lt My Body to the burial. She hath 
done 'What she ·could." I do not know that 'there is any 
other record in the New Testament, or in the gospels in 
Wlhich Jesus said of any person, "That man or that woman 
has done his or her best." But here Jesus said in effeot, 
"I know that Mary could not have done any more. She 
would have done so if she could: She- hath done what 
she could, and all that she could. Weli done, Mary!" 

o have you ever ·heard the Master say, "\;Yell done" 
to you? I hear people say sometimes: "When this life 
is over, may we pear Thy word 'Well done, good and 
faithful servant'." Somebody prayed that once in Oone 
of Dr. Gordon's prayer meetings. When the brother fin
i'gihed praying Dr.-Gordon said, "Do not pray that prayer 
any more, brother. You do not need to ask that the Lord 
will say 'Well done I' All you need is grace to be faith
ful in a few things." And if you do that you cannot 
escape His "Well done"; it will come inevitably. And 
if you are not faithful in a -few. things, you may pray 
to the crack of doom and you will never hear it. Never 1 
He requiTes such faithfulness of every one of us. 

Our Lord loves to dwell among generous -people. Oh, 
I wIsh I had time to say what I should ·Like to say; but I 
will suggest it to you and- you may think it ·over. Will 
you try to .remember this? First of all He Himself is 
a generous Giver. He always gives largely in nature. 
1 took a trip out of the city early Friday morning -away 
up into the country a couple of hundred miles, just to 
get some trees to put around here on the lawns. And 
what profusion 1 What wealth! Somebody, who was an 
expert, :looked at one of them and said, "You do not 
mean to say you found that growing wiM!" I said, 
"Tihere were acres of them, my dear friend." Go where 
God is the Gardener, and see how things grow .. "Thou 
crown est the y~ar with thy goodness; and thy paths drop 
fatness." Oh, tli·ink that over: how God; out of His 
abundance, lavishly pours~ His wealth upon the world. 
Look at this-poor, poverty-stricken souls that 'We are---o
we have these switches so that we can turn the lights off 
and economize. (Turning on the pUlpit light.) But God 
just turns on His switch, and says, "Let it blaze forever. 

. It ,will never wear out." And He never has had to re: 
pair tihat mighty orb up there since He hung it in the 
skies. But we have to renew .these lights again anq 
again. He gives Hi,s abundance of ·light so graciously. 
He tetsit fall on the h1st and on the unjust, and His 
rain comes down ;-1 wonder what we should do if we 
had -to have 'rain by water meter, if we had to pay tax·es 
on the rain? But He just opeps the windows. of. heaven, 
and pours it out. 

That is the God you are dealing with. When you con'1e 
to Him, do not be niggardly, do not be small when you 
are serving Him .. 'Do not hold back, and give Him but a 
little. That is not the way He gives to you. 

I wish I could tum back the pages of your history and 
say, "Come with me. Do you remember that day?" 
"Yes, ~astor, I remember thaA: day." "It was a day to 
remember when you got to the end of yourself, and God 
stepped in. And what wonders He did for you!" 

In providence He does exceedingly albundantly! What 
stories we could tell! God's Rro:vidential care of His' 
people, if it were written, would make a more thrilling 
tale than.any 'Work of fiction. _ 

And then His grace! When we come to that word we 
cannot descri:Q~ it. Listen: here .it is, "God so .loved the 
world" that He sent His angels to tell of His love! "God 
so loved the world" that He sent Miohael, the archangel 1 
No, No! "God so loved the world that :he gave his only 
begotten son"-al! that He had! If I may reverently 
say so, He empned Heaven's exchequer-gave every
thing-for the redemption of your soul and mine. And 
if we are going to do anything for the LortI, we need 
to come back to Mary's standard. . 

How shallwc do it! Sit at His feet and hear His word 
first; and hearing His won! you will understand the 
cross; and undef's>tariding the cross, it will become sub
jective as well as objective, and you will be crudfied with 
Christ; if cn1cified Wlith Chr-ist, you will go down into 
the grave with Him, and say, "Farewell, old world; 
good-hye 1 I am standing on resurrection ground, and 
I hear Him say, 'If ye then be risen with Christ, seek 
those things which are above'." And so, IWIhile I expect 
to -get to that new Jerusalem of which we have 'been read
ing this morning, I shall get a taste of 4'1, j.£ thus I come, 
conscious of the aspirations of the denizens of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, to join the happy company in whose 
hearts and Ii ves Jesus Christ is first. -

The rei;igion of Christ will make you happy as weB' as 
safe, if you get enough of it! You kno'W what I mean. 
There are some people who have just enough relig.ion·to 
make them misera'ble; just enough for a long face, enough 
to ma'ke them grumblers and cnitics. Open your heart 
and let T esus Christ come in and fill and flood you, and 
you will say about aH these things: 

"My heart refuses joys like these 
Since I have ~nown the Lord." 

Many years ago I stumbled upon some l,ines t~at hav:e 
lingeresl with me ever since .. 

"I read a story of a monk, who painted 
In an old convent cell, in years gone by, 

Pictures of martyrs, and Oof virgins, sainted, 
And the sweet Christ-face with a crown of thorns: 

"Poor daubs! not fit to be a chapel's treasure, 
Full many a taUNting word upon them fell; 

Yet the good abbot let him, for his pleasure, 
Adorn with them his solitary cell. 

"One night the poor monk mused, 
'Could I but render honour to Christ, as other painters 

do! 
Were but my skill as great as is the tender 

Love that ins~res me, when His CTOSS I view: 
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"But no, in va1n I toil and strive .in sorrow· 
What man so scorns,' stiU less must He ~dmire! 

My life's work is ala valueless; to-morrow 
I'll 'cast my ill-wrought pictures in' the fire!' 

"H~ raised his eyes within hi·s cell-O wonder! 
There stood a Visitor-thorn->crowned was He! 

While a sweet voice;: the silence rent asunder, 
'I scorn no work that's done for love of Me.' 

'. "There is a meaning in the strange oid story: 
. Let non!! dare judge his brother's worth or meed; 
The pure intent gives to the act its g!lory, . 

Trhe noblest purpose makes the greatest deed." 

'May the Lord so help us, for His name's sake. 

Let us pray. 0 LOl'd, we pray Thee graciously to help 
us thad: we may follow Thee very closely: that indeed we 
may so abide in Thee that there shaH !be no distance 
between us at all. Help us to receive Thy truth; help us 
to receive it even if it is unwelcome; help us to receive it 
even ,tJhough it pierces to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and 6f the joints and marrow. And if this simple' 
story should have discerned the thoughts and intents of 
our hearts, help us to welcome it, and yield ourselves to 
the santtifying power of'Thy word. We ask it in Jesus'. 
name, Amen.·· 

THREE G'REAT WONDERS 
By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.D., Dean of Tor.onto Baptist Seminary. 

(Continued from last week.) 
But the Scripture quoted' from Galatl·ans, chapter 

four, says that as a result of the redemptive work of 
Chril>t "we receive the adoption of sons", which means 
the recognized position of sonship. John, however, 
never uses the term adopti'o.n. He speaks of the be
Hever as the child of God, oneOO'W'ho has received the 
very nature 0'£ God, being born of God by the 'agency 
of the Holy Spirit. Is not this 'a wonderful thing? 

Then the wonder which impressed the apostle was 
not only that 'We should become th.e children of God, but 
that we should be called so. "Behold, what manner of 
love the Faflher hath bestowed upon us that we .should be 
called the sons" (or children) "of God." It is not a 
name that we ourselves haye assumed, for surely no 
·human thought could ever presume to confer so digni
fied a name u])'on. sinful men. It is the 'Father Himself 
Who calls us chiLdren. He says, "I will .. be. a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my son.s and daughters". 
He bends down wi,th infinite tenderness, and bids us 
call Him Father. The writ'er of the Epistle to the 
Hebl'ew.s tells us that the Lord Jesus is not ashamed 
to call us bre.thren. The H01y Spirit also ·calls us 
children .. He breat'hes·,the spirit of the child into our . 
hearts, and enab].es us to say, "Abba. Fa1her". Thus 
the Triune God: F'ather, Son, and Spirit, 'calls those 
who believe in Jesus, the children of God. Oh, it is 
wonderful!· It would be well if we called ourselves 
"c'hildren" also. Billy Bray used to delight to call 
himself the K-ing's son. And if God .is pleased to call 
us sons, we should surely rise to some realization of 
our exalted position. 

The Revised Version shows us that we are not 
merely called by the name "children", but that we are 
such in deep reality. After the words-"that we 
should be called the sons ·of God"-the Revised Ver
sion restores this beauti.ful Ji.ttl·e sent,enc·e-"and such 
we are". So we ar·e O'ot only called the sons of God, 
but we are His sons in deep reality. How wonderful 
this is! And have we not Pt:0ved the wonderftll 
f,atherly love land care of God? In our spiritual 
infancy how He took us into His arms, and nursed us 
into strength, .. And when like prodigals we wander·ed 
away, what a welcome He gave us on our return!' He 
r·eceived us with the Fath~r'soo kiss ."...of f.orgiveness, 
clothed us in the "best robe", put on us the ring which 

assured usaf our union with Him, and the shoes which 
told. that we we're not servants but sons, and loaded 
us with the best of His gif.ts. All along life's way 
bave we 'not realiz·ed the Father's infinite love and 
tenderness? In days of anguish, and of loneliness, of 

. darkness and of pain, how amazingly dear He has 
been, an.d how dose He has come to us to help and 
succour us! Yonder in. the midst of some of Nature's 
J.oveliest scenes ther.e stands a magnificent mansion. 
Its owner is wealthy, and he lives in luxury. Within, 
the mansion is ,adorned with the finest productions 
of artistic taste and skill. How beautiful everything 
is.! But in one of' the -qui.etest rooms there lies a 
suffering child. He is the slon of the wealthy ford. 

. No'Y .what is it that.mostly fills this rich man's heart, 
and absorbs most of his thought? Is it the splendour 
of his mansion? Is it the loveliness of its surrottnd-

·ings? No. It is that little sufferer. His fieetino
smiles charm that father more than ought beside: hi~' 
symptoms hush him into breathless solicitude: his 
little wants are matters of hi·s gr·eatest concern. 'It is 

. that dear child in his weakness that holds the father's· 
anxious thought. That is but ·a faint· picture of our 
heavenly Fathe<s care '0'£ His own. It is not the vast 
materi~l creation, or its amazing' sublimities which 
attract His attention most. His children ar·e His chief 
concern. And if ·any ·of them 'are in suff.ering and in 
pain, the whole universe is passed by, so to speak, in' 
order that He may bestow upon His' dear one's His 
tenderest sympathies and care. Yes, we kno~ that 
we must he the children ·of God because we have been 
the objects 'of such unbounded J.ove, and sympathy 
and grace. "Behold, what manner of love the Fathe; 
hath 'bestowed upon us that w,e should be caned the 
sons of God. And such we ar.e." How unspeakably 
wonderful it· all is! 

~'here is a third great W'onder in the scripture all 
whIch we have been meditating, .it is the wonder of" 
our lif,e. The Apostle John says, "Therefore the world 
knoweth us not because it kfiew him not". The won
derful relation between the heavenly Father and His 
dear ·childr·en is neither understood nor recognized by 
the world. The world s.ees little if any difference 
between the experiences of the -chiMren of God and 
the rest of men. If there is a financial catastrophe, 
they suffer as others do; if there is a railway accident, 
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they ar,e killed or hurt as others are; if there is a 
disaster at sea, they go down beneath the wav·e like 
the rest in the ship; if there is some awful earthquake 
or hurrkane, they and theirs .'suffer as others do. 
Where is the difference? The world does not see any. 
Have you stood sometimes by the side of the telegraph 
wires and listened to the mystic moan of the wind in 
the wires like the strains of an Aeolian harp? Is that 
all that you. heard? But ther,e is an inner language; 
for, flashing along those wires, swift as lightning, 
messages are passing, far-reaching and full of meaning 
-~essages of joy, or of sorrow which no stranger 
coul,d know. You have heard the sighing-of the wind, 
but you have not known anything more. The beHever's 
life is very much like that. The outside world perhaps 
hears his si'ghs ,and groans, the expressions of his grief 
in sorrow and pain, but it knows nothing of the inner 
communication between the s'Oul and God: the desires, 
and yearnings, and the ·answers from the Father's 
heart; the sweet communings with the Unseen, and 
the messages of celestial p'eace~the world is a stranger 
to aU -this, for "tqe world kn'Oweth us not". The 
believer's .life is ·an uncommon life, the world does not 
understand it at all. There are in the world great 
students of nature who discover its wondrous secrets, 
almost touching the very Hand of GodJ and yet they 
do not recognize Him. In the Person of the Lord 
Jesus, God came to the world. He ,came to His own 

world, but His own people received Him not. They 
did not perceive His glory; so they cried, "Crucify 
him, crucify him". And if the world did not know 
God as He came amongst its peoples in the Pers'On 
of His Son, is it any wonder that they do not recognize 
the LO.rd's children? If they did not see the glory of 
the Sun, how can we e'xpect them to see the faint 
twinkling of a distant star? Inasmuch as God Him
self was not recognized, let us not be surprised if 
God's children should fail to be known. The dav is 
coming, however, the great Imanifesting day, the 'day 
for w~ich the Apostle Paul' sighed when he saic:!.; "The 
,earnest expectation of the creation waiteth for the 
manifestation of the sons of God". The wonder of 
,the believer's life will then be manifest indeed. 

These are the great wonders revealed to us in the 
scripture to which we have re'ferred-First, the wonder 
of the Father's love. How beautiful it would be if 
we ·enJoyed the richness and tenderness of that love 
more! Second, the wonder of 'the fact that we are 
the children of God, and that the Father calls us 
chi.1dren. May some rays of the Father's holiness and 
grace beam forth from us continually. Third, the 
wonder of our tife-which the world cannot under
stand to-day, but whkh will be ma~lifested in splen
dour when Jesus comes. May ,the wonder of that life 
grow till the world shall hav·e to exclaini; "This is the 
finger of God!" 

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR INVESTMENT 
Shares from Ten Dollars, to· One Thousand. Some Shares as Low as Five Dollars or One Dollar. 

("The Gospel Witness" Heartily Endorses Every 
Word of This Appeal.-Ed. "G.W.") 

"For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and 
. there are many adversaries."-l Cor. 16: 9. 

Ambassador Baptist Church, \iVindsor, of which Rev. 
William Fras·er is pastor, has secured an option for 
sixty days on a church property admirably suited and 
conveniently located for the establishing and develop
ing of a gr,~at Gospel Centre. 

The property is. located in the most densely .popu
la·ted section of the Border. Cities, and stands on a 
corner 'lot 125 feet frontage and 115 feet dee,p. The 
auditorium will seat six hundred and fifty people, and 
the large Sunday School l!al1 downstairs will' accom
modate four hundred. Adjoining the church,on the 
same lot, is a splendid brick parsonage in excellent 
condition, included in the option. 

The lot alone, estimating it at sixty dollars a foot, 
is worth $7,500.00 and the parsonage is valued at 
$8,500.00. The church. which is a frame building, 
standing ,on a cement block foundation, with stucco 
finish inside, could not be duplicated, acc0rding to an 
expert valuator's appraisal. for l~ss than $14,000.00 at 
the present rates for bui11!l.ing. 

The total value of the Lot, Church and Parsonage 
may be conservatively estimated at $30,000.00, and 
after much prayer and many conferences with the 
present owners, ,·the Ambassador Baptist Ohurch has 
sec,ured an option .of purchase wi·thin sixty days for 
the' comparatively small figure of $13,000.00 for ·the 

entire prop,erty, or a littie more than one-third of its 
value, the option to close on Saturday, August 23rd, 
1930. Pr0vision has been made f.or an ·extension of 
thir.ty days or !Inti! Septembe~ 23rd if it ,is deemed 
necessary. 

A FEW FACTS ABOUT 
AMBASSADOR BAPTIST CHURCH. 

Because of the paralyzing effects of Modernism anel 
Worldliness in tllie life of the Border Cities Baptist 
Churches, a number of believ·ers were compelled to 
withdraw from their churches about two years ago, 
and accordingly fo~med a separate fellowship where 
-they could g,ive a <;onsistent and uncompromising wit
ness to the Lord Jesus Christ and the power of H·is 
gospel. 

Public serv~c~s wel'e c-ommenced in the Oddf·ellows' 
Temple, Windsor, ,in October, 1928, ahd two months 
later a church was orgal~ized and named "The Regular 
Baptist Church of Windsor". 

From that time forward regular services and Bible 
School lhave been held every Sunday in this hall anel 
prayer meetings have been conducted in. the homes 
of ·the people on Tuesdays and Fridays, as the hall is 
n.ot 'availabloe on week days. 

In June, 1929, Rev. W.miam Fraser, formerly asso·
ciated with Dr. T. T. Shields' for nine years in Jarvis 
Stre·et Baptist Church, Toronto, was extended a 
unanimous inv~tation to accept the pastorate, and' be
Lieving it to be Goel's calJ', he accep.ted it and com
menced his ministry in Windsor in September of that. 
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Front view of property, showing church and parsonage, on Curry Avenue. 

year.· Sh0rtly after this the name of the ,chur·ch was 
changed to the "Ambassador Baptist Church" as sug
gested by II Cor. 5 :20. 

A Great Doqr Opened and Many Adversaries. 
The Border Cities have long been considered one 

of ·the hardest and most difficult fields in which to 
labour for Chri~t, and many a faithful preacher has 
left with a broken heart after heroic .but appar,ent1y 
unavailing eff0rts. This field, therefore, presents one 
of the greatest chaUenges in Canada in which to 
pr.each the gospel' of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
demonstrate onc,e again that it is the power of God 
llnto salvation to every one that believeth. 

, 

A Large Population. 
The population of the Border Cities is approximately. 

120,000 and c.ontinues to increase every year. With 
the exception of the Calvary Regular Baptist Church 
in East Windsor, min·istering t.o the various nation
alities in that district, and a few small ,evangelical 
bodies, there is practically nothing being done to reach 
this vast multitude for Christ. 

God's Seal Upon the Work. 
The ministry of Rev. vVlilliam Fraser has been sig

nally bI-essed of God from the very beginning in the 
salvation of 's0uls, the restoration of backsliders, the 
strengthening 0'£ believers and the awakening of large 

Side view of church on Martin A venue. 

.. 
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number's to the perils within many of the prof,esging 
Christian churches, and a clearer understanding of 
the issues involv,ed in the present departure from and 
surrender of "the faith once for all deliy.ered unto the 
saints". 
Ab~ut fifty new members have 'been added to the 

church in the last six months, and ,the prayer meet
ings are so crowded in. the homes of. the people that 
the cnurch has 'been led to cry to God for a building 
where -the work may be more conveniently and effec
tiv.eIy carried on. 

The Canadian and Anlerican newspapers have given 
wide publicity to the work being done and the witness 
being given, and ,the local ipress has devoted much 
space in its columns week after week to the reporting 
of messages being preacned by the pastor, thus arous
ing a widespread interest in, and response to, the' 
testimony of the Ambassador Baptist Church. 

The Appeal of a Desperate Need. 
, Economic condi,tions in the Border Cities for the 
last year have heen the worst in their entire h-istory, 
and it is chiefly on this account the owners have cQn
sented to sell the property at this amazingly low fig
uroe. At this poiI?-t we gladly acknowledge our indebt-, 
edness under God to the Union of Regular Baptist 
Churches of Ontario and Queb.ec for' their generous 

. financial support during the last nine months; for 
without their assistance we should have been unahle 
to continu~- as we have. The church is also happy ,to 
be identified with the aforesaid Union.' 
. Being unable to raise large amounts from those of 

the present membership of the church we have been 
led to send forth this urgent appeal with a great 
prayer that hosts of God's people everyWhere may he 
stirroed and moved by hearing of this unique oppor
tunity to have some par.t in securing this magnificent 
pro.p~r~y for the permanent establishment of a New 
Testament Church. and soul-winning agency which, 
by the Messing of 'God, may be 'used. to His glory and 
to bring untold blessing to thousands of needy souls 
who are wi1hout God and wi,thout hope in the world, 
as well as providing a church home for many who 
have ceased to qerive any spiritual blessing from the 
cold and lifeless churche~ they attend. 

. Where Will the Money Come From? 
God, whp owns the silver and the gold and the 

cattle on a thousand hi'lls can bring it ;from strange 
and unexpected places, as eV'idenoedon ,the occasion 
when the Lord ,commanded His dis'ciple to go and 
catch a fish and in its mouth he would find a piece of 
~oney. Believing in the same miracle~working 
Saviour and identifying ourselves as His dJiscipJ.es 

. we are casting out this net, trusting it will reach.a 
great shoal of those with pieces of money' for His use. 

There may be found some faithful stewa'rd of God 
who could say "Amen" with a thousand-dollar cheque 

• --:-God Mess you, dear friend, you will never regret 
this investment so l'ong as you live, and in eternity 
you will be still receiving dividends from it. Then 
there will probably be quite a few who wiII say "Yes, 
I can help a caus~ like this and I am enclosing a 
cheque for a hundred dollars". Thank you, ,beloved, 
you ,certa·inly know how to give. Ve'rily you will have 
your reward and God wiII never see you want. May 
He richly 'bless you for this generous act. 

But the vast majoritv o'f th'Jse who will be inter
ested in an opportunity of this kind, while having 
hearts of gold, wiII not be able to give large amounts. 
Many, perhaps, will be able to give fifty dollars, and 
we shall ,certainly have a special thanksgIving servi~e 
on the 'arrival of your contribution-then perhaps 
many !TIore wiII manage to send twenty-five dollars 
and heaven will rejoice at the ma'iling of your cheque, 
and so will we. But the remainder will be well able 
to send ten dollars, and how the barometer of our 
~nt~usiasm will rise as these contributions come poU'r
mg m-And among those whose hearts are with us, but 
who canno·t spare even ten ,dollars, nearly all of ,them 
will say "Some'how or other I must find five dollars 
!hefore the sixty days are passed, with which to oil 
the hinges of a door which God has so wonderfully 
opened so that tired and weary sinsick souls wiII have 
no difficulty in eI?-tering into the courts '0'£ the Lord, 
.and in10 the joy of His salva,tion. . 

There are also hundreds of Christian boys and girlls 
who couId easily save a dollar and s·end it to us before 
August 23rd and, like the boy with the few loav,es and 
the few small fishes, God wiII multiply your gift and 
make it go a thousand ti'mes fur·ther for others than 
i.t could pQssibly go 'if spent otherwise. 

Now in 'case you might have thought that hecause 
you could ·not send a large amount toward thi1s great 
appeal it would be hardly worth while ,to send small 
amounts for. sudh a comparatively laI'lge need, this 
appeal is being sent out with the suggestion that after 
you have decided the amount-whether large or small 
-you wiII cheerfully give-for God loveth a cheerful 
giver-you mi'ght visit, teIepihone or write thooe Chris
tian friends of yours TO-DAY, and tell them what 
God is doing in the Border Cities. P.erhaps you could 
get your praying fri,ends to join us in prayer to God, 
that He w~ll send us the $13,OOO'beiore 23rd August. 

Do something-do it t~-day-do it right away while 
the matter is freslh in your mind,. and while souls 
in the Border Cities are_ still within our reach. for 
Christ. . 

As there are no seats in the church or Sunday 
School hall, we would be interested to 'hear !);f any 
which may be for sale-or, better still, of anyone who 
wished to donate them. - . 

Hallelujah! three members of the church have 
openeq the fund with pledges' amounting to seven 
hundred dollars; Pmise ye the Lord! Let the Border 
Cities know, let the modernisl preachers know, and let 
tlhe churches of the. Border Cities know; Yes, let 
Canada. and the world know there is a' God, and that 
He is the God of the Bible, and that He is our God, 
and that He still hears and answers the cry of all 

. those that put their ,trust in Him. 
Kindly send your contribution by cheque or money 

order (please do not use currency ·in the m!\.ils) to the 
Secret'hry-Treasurer' of this special fund, payable to 
D. E. Temple (in trust)-every dollar of which will 
'be strictly reserved for ·the purc1!alse of our new church 
home. 

Secretary-Treasurer's Address: 
Mr. D. E. Temple, 

926 Pelissier Street, Windsor, Canada. 
Option taken June 23, 1930-0ption .closes Aug. 23, 

1930. 
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NOW FISHER'S GLEN. f.aithful members of the little Regularooti.'on Bible SChools near Galway, New 
At I t th week has come and this Blljptist Church at Walslh, wJ:i.ere Re~. O. Y;prk. . ' 

as . e . 'h' h Boomer is pastor, 'gave us of the tImes Student E. V. Apps' is' at hIs home' in 
Saturday, July 26th, IS the date on w IC of spiritua.l u1!-Hft which they as a Vancouver. He ih!,s been :;eeking.to 
opens the F.B.Y.P.A. Summer Camp, to chUl",ch eIlJ'oy m pray~r meetmg· and, p.relllCh the ~spel In a ,tent In the sec
close on August 4th. This 'Camp com- preaching service. :Some 0If our churehes tI?n a.f the CIty knlown' as. New W~t
bines recreation with Christian. fellow- may nOot be l'8l"ge in numbers, and yet ll!-mster, hut encountering .great di:£fjcul-
ship. Lasting friendships. will be owsh 'th th Lord t 
formed,' health of bodies, stimulated; and enjoy .glorious fell , ip WI 'e ~e9. 

. .. d d f th and with oOne another. This .church has * * * *. 
consecratIOn of spmt, eepene, or ~se rejoiced to JIave meIlIlbers of .other Regu- FORT WILLIAM. 
who gather on the se,:enteen-a;cre s.lte .Jar Baptist Ohurches in their services. When Dr. T. T .. Shields recently visited 
near Port Dover. BesIdes regIstratIon Any who are holidaying nearby Will 'be tih ",,-, d aJ' 
for the full ten days, we here~y a.nnobu!lcc accordingly welc.omed at the Faith e r,,,n !ament 'lSlts of For.t WHliam, ilIe 
that "week-end accommodatIOI?- IS ' emg Church Walsh. ~po!ke at the Tabernacle Baptist 'Church 
arranged on a flat. rate. baSIS of ,fi, ve ' * in the afternoon to 81bOou,t one hundred! 
dollars per per,son (mcluding ,board) . * * * people, wnd in the Elks' Hall in the even-

* * * * BROWNSVILLE. iug to at leut four hundred and fifty. 
OPENING ST. PAUL'S. Oth~r news we heard. at .Lond'Oln -had it "'Y~ 'had a ,r,-eat ti~e." TJIe a:fte:~n;oon_. 

St Paul's Bi lingual Baptist Church that sIxteen had boon baptIzed ·by Pastor subject was Joseplh, 'and the evenmg's, 
whe~e Rev. Arthur St. James is th~ G. F. Watts in',BrownSfVil!e, t:h~t eleven "T,he New Testament ,Church." 
veteran pastor, is holding dedicatory ser- a.f them. had 'been receIved Into the * * * * 
vices in their new building. On the Sun- Brown~~lle :Ch~rc~, and that three more ORANGEV-ILLE. 
day Pastor St James will preach in the would JOIn ,Spnngfield. L8ISt Sund:ay evening the. Orangeville 
morning;· at· 7 o'clock Pastor Jules * * * * Baptists ,held their service in ,tilie town 
Dautheny will administer baptism and WORTLEY ~OAD, .LONDO~. . Park, usi~ the band 'stamd .as. !platfo~ 
preach the Gospel. Thus has "ex-com- P!l:s,tor T. J. MItchell IS s.pend1'llg hIS for the chOIr, preacher and plano. There
munication ·and -rejection" led, "by the vacation in .Scotland. On Sunday, July by attendance was dOUbled. Many 
grace of 'God, to a new and commodious 6th, before Ih'e left for tQe Old Land', he were present who. never go to churdh 'Or 
building", says the 'pastor. "But we need gave the right-hand of fellowship .to he8ll" the GoSipeI. Last Friday evening 
help just now. Thankful we are. for seven n·&W members. The f'Ol1owing the pastor spoke at a 'gathering in the 
small favours, larger ones in prop or- Sunday, Student Robert Brackstone, of Second Markham Baptist Church, When 
tion!" our Sem:inary, took the pre'aooing ser- a number expressed: their read'iness to 

. * * * * viees. In the evening a y.oUIIig girl came put ,Christ first in all things in thek Uves. 
WINDSOR'S OPEN DOOR. forward seeking Ohrist. O.nSaturday night workers from Orange-. 

W'th 'v""'" little real Gospel preaching * * * * ~lIe ihell!ed ~astor C. Wng.ht in ,~e open-
I - of • f b t 120 000 OA 0 ONT' 0 aIr meeting In Fer.g.us. The specIal cam-for. a total populatIon 0 a ou , WAVERLEY R D, T R • paign there has closed altho ' h S nd . 

in the Bo;rder Citi~~, "a great door and .. There have been more baptisms so far service is still held in' ,the t~:t. I!t a~r 
effectual IS opened to the Ambassador thIS yea·r th8lll .tilirougho,ut all of 18lstyear through the sdx weeks of meetings sO!Dl~ 
Baptist ,Chur~h .~ let men Imow that ~he in Wavel'lley. ,Road Bapt;ist Ohurch, 1'0- ten were definitely conver,ted to God. 
God of the BIble IS our God. Through a. ronto where Rev. David Alexand'er faces 
·fearless ministry, "about fifty new me~- manY hindirances through unemploymenJt, * • * * 
bers have been added to the church In sicknes's, and the ,heavy debt .on :tihe, MEDINA INDI:AN CHURCH. 
the last six months, and the prayer chuTch prc>perty. Well-attended !pnyer Anotilier Ordination recently ~eld was ' 
meetings are so crowded in the bomes of meeif;ill!gS, even in summert'ime, Me a thrat of Pastor Melchie Hem-y, of Medin'll . 
the people that the clI~e~ JI8IS 'been led source off power. Sunday School has in- !nd~'an 'Church. Here the monthly meet- . 
to cry .to God foOr a ,buIldlrug where the creased over last year, end there 'are DO'W mg 'Of the Pastors' a·nd People's 'Confer
work may .be more conveniently and ef- four hundlred and eilglhty .on the roll, al- ence of the distriet was being h'e'ld. ~he' 
fectively carried 'on." Accordingly, an though the 'attenid'ance at the .sunday !D'0rning session, as usual, was dievoted to 
o.ption has ,been .8'~cured on a suitable School picnic TelliChed' six hundred and pl"8yer, tHl,e address of real interest be-
church property, "located in the most fiifty. ing .given iby Stud-ent-pastor Dy.JlI9, of 
densely populated secmon 'Of the Bord'e'l' * * * . * St. Thomas, w.here ihe is serving the Hia-
Cities, oOn a large corner lot,witili an BARRIE. Wl8t~'a Street Church. In. the afternoon 
auditorium for ~ix 'hundred and fifty peo- 'Collier Street, Barrie, has ol'gandzed a with Rev .. G. ,F. W3Itts' a,s Moderator and 
pIe" not to ~entIOn a Sunday Sch?ol ·room Young Peo:ple'·s SGCiety. Recently the Rev. q. Boo!ller as clerk, a i'oll-call 'Sh~
to ihold f'o}1~ '~undTed, and the fme ;p~r- youn,g 'P.eOople have been helping Pastor ed tili'irty-elght del~g.ates !f.rom si~en 
sonage adJommg, at a .to~al c.ost of thlr- A. C. Whitcombe with the services at churches~ The candijdate told of hearmg 
teen thouSiand ,d,ollars., whIch IS less than W'est Oro Wlhere he is supplying during the ~el PTeached: by Rev. Percy Ne8ll", 
half .~he value .C1f the. property. "This the :holidays ,of Pastor A. T. Finlayson. nOw. of ,the BeLJrian ,Congo, .there in the 
am.a.zmgly low :f1g.ure" IS due to the pres- . * * * * M'Ildma ·Churclb.; of three tImes' putting 
ent economic depr,ession in Windsor. GUELPH God to thoe test that he mIght knc>w His 
"Hallelujah! three members 0If the . • . will in regard to theChrisflam. min.istry. 
church halVe opened the f.und with ;pledges Last Sund'ay Rev. Fred Kendal, WIth of studying in the Toronto Bible 'College: 
amounting to seven Ihundored dollars." !\ir: Thom~ M~Clure, bE;gan an evangel- and -of his clear views of .the Word of 
Write for pa~hlet with pictures of the I~C campaIgn m·the Umon ReguiaT Ba.p- God. After the unanimous decision for 
pr,Q:pel'lty and full details, and send your tliSlt 'Church 0If Guelph. oTdination, at tne evening service, Rev. 
,generous contri·butio~ !It once ~o Mr. * * * * H. W. Bower offered. the .ordination :pr.ay-
D. E. Temple, 926 iPehs!IIer St., Wmd'Sor, SEMINARY STUDENTS. er; Rev. T. L .. WJI'l.te ,gave the charge 
Ontario. ,SUt:/l.Jy thi's is a. worthy object,' Mr. Gladstone Fmnklin Ihas heen8IC- to the candidate; Rev. W. F. Mesley, to 
for in three ~eeks, se~~nteen have pro- cerpted .by the Latin American EvaI!lge- tbe church; Rev .. W. T. Farr, the right
fessed converSIon even In the open-aIr. l<i;stic Society ,for wor.k in .san Jose, ,Costa hand 'of fellowsh~'P; and Rev. A. J. LOove-

* * * * Rica, .oentral America, where he expects day preached the orcUnation sermon. 
W ALSR. to g.o in .the Fall. T.hrc>ug.hout the day the deleg,a1ies enjoy-

- Speaking O!f fellowship~ we were much Mr. Roland Sm~th is :wol'king with Rev. ed the h0,9.pitality of their Indian ,breth
impressed by the de&eri.ption one ;of the J. H. Greening in conducting Dadly Va- reno 
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doubt God made ful1;her appeals unto al!f1ighty power of God to keep in the, 
them through His servant Noah. Note midst of sin, of the reality of the victori-· 
the mercy and severity of God. ous life in God, and of the further blessed 
The giants (v. 4). possibility of enjoying the presence and 

"There WJere giants in the eIlIil'vh iill fellowship of God in a world Wholly given 
thos'e' doays". Those' g1amts were disti'll(~t over to s,in. We 'are informed mother 
f'l'om ,the pl'odroot "Of the und'on described ·scxipt.u'l"e·s that he was' a man ,of ilaith 
in ,the first ,two verses', who are 'l"eferred and ·a Pil"eaCiher of rightelonsnes's.. "By' 
to a.5I "moen of rnnown". In relation to faith Nooa'h, ,bei,ng WlaT'Il'ed 'of God of' 
!them "the tell"m in Heb'l"ew impli,eso not so thinog:s' nOlI; seen as yteit, moved with feM, 

Lesson Text: Genesis, chapter 6. much the idea of great stature as of reck- p'l'eptared ·an 'ark .to- the sav.ing of hils 
Golden Text: "And God saw that the less, ferocity, ,imll.ious' and doari.n.g char- hQlU'se; by the :which ihe cOondemned the 

wickedness m man was great in the acters,!Who spread dev8lsttati'on and ca'rn- worM, -and bec·ame heir of the riglh,toous
earth, and that every imagination of age far 'and :wide". We n.e'ed not wonder nes'S w.hi,ch d·s by rai,th". .(.Heb. 11:7'). 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil othetref'ore', that God doeoter:mined' Ito dl~ Tihe:roe wa'S nothing in nature to :warn 

. continually." Genesis, chapter 6:5. str,O'Y threm. No,te the .awful p'ossibilities N.oah of ,the' doe.lug,e' which was eoomliihg; 
I. THE UNEQUAL UNION. (vs. 1-4). and c'Ons'flquences 'of ,leaving God ,out of everyltihing was .go,ing on as in the' ancient. 
The Union (v,s. 1, 2). the life and seTv.ing ll!in. time; but God' had, .infoTmetd him of Hi,s 

Various opdni'ons' have heen exprelS'S'etd II. THE DECISION TO DESTROY THE decision a,nd 'he chose· to held eve 'God and 
concerning the inteil'preitati,QJIl ·of the sub- WORLD (vs. 5-8). to be guid'ed by fatth rather il;han by 

The reason. sighlt. In ,this' he ,is 'an e:x;amplle to .us' . 
. j,ect pf ·these vers'es', the diffoer.enoosl;reo- "And ,God s'aw that ,the wieikednetss of "without faith it is impossible to please· 
'Iating .in the m'ain to the identifioation of man '!'IllS 1f'l"ea,~ in the e8ll'll;h, and thta,t him" (God). (Heb. 11:6.) Receiving this· 
tho.s,et who tare ,termed' rohe "sons' of God." e,veTY Imagm'atl'on ,of. ,the thoougthots of ibis declaration from God denoted the be-· 
SoOme. identifoy them' with faIlen an.gelS', he8lrt was' only evil oontinually". 'Dhe: stowment of the divine favour upon 

reaslon f,or God's deciJstion is· found, in /the Noah. God honours those who honouT 
and qIl!O,te· dn SIllbstanti-ation ttheTeOf, the ~eat wickedness ,of ,the peop~:e. I'n the Him, and those who despise, Him are· 
mIaIlner in which the ,term i,s· 'Used el'se- ltght oOf oll1r Lord's sillatemen.t CQncem- lightly esteemed (1 ,sam. 2:30). 'God has. 
wthere .in refe:roence ·ilio an,g,eIic ibeing (J ob i~g :the liI{leness of a fll1ture day tOo the informed us of another judgment coming, 
1:6, 2:1), and .the· statement concerning tIme ,of NOalh (Luke 17:26), it is of in- and again there are no signs in nature 

te:roest ,to nOote some of the characierISltics of its immediate approach; but we be-· 
the an,g,el:& wth~ left thei<r owm habitation of that time. These may be' sttatetd as lieve God's word and act in faith cori-
(Judoe 6), etc. Gothen clillim they a.re the floJ.l'OWIS\ name~'Y': g:reat lWickeodnoeSIS CO'l"- cerning the future. . 
descendants of princes; while a third class ruplt;i.on, evil imagd'llIwtion, l!aW'les'~neISIS Noah was a preacher of righteousnes.~. 
applies :the term :to ,the S,ethWes, !Who c.aI- viole·nee, .irre1ig,i'On, :to,tal dep'l"avity, etc': It is said, ·God "spared not the old world, .. 
led thems'elves by the name of the LOird. Compare· ,the ,preslenlt :with the p'ast in T~!- 'but saved' Noah the eighth person, a_ 
(ch. 4:26) In :relation to this thi,rd in- lation to the signs of tt'he tim'e'S. preacher of righteousness, bringing in 
itJeil'PTetati'on, whwh is' ,the most reason- The decision. the flood upon the wo'rld of the ungodly" .. 
aM'e, -n'01;e our Lord's' s,twtement that There i,s first the statement concern- ('2 Peter 2:,5.) As a preacher there is no· 
angels doo nOot marry (M·att. 22:3Q), and inJr the Lord',s 'atJtitude, "It repelntted:" doubt he proclaimed faithfulIy the mes-· 
'here they are stated to d'o so'; alSIO' Ithat HIm, "That :he hoo: mad'e' man ono the sage, but his conve:rts were few. Outside' 
the term "S'Oll/Sl of God:" na's an applicta- eail'th, amd it grieved: him at his :hetart". ,the members of his family, no one appar-· 
tion to .men (Ps,. 82:.6; Hos'. i:,1O'). It This is a statemenJt i.nd,icative of. an 811- ently accepted his message. His duty, 
may. fur,ther he· noo,ted that, :whiI'e men- tell"a:tiono .in ·God's vilsiible proceldu.re', no.t howe,ver, was ·to deliver his message,. 
Mon is .made of judgme,ntt :lialIing upon of ta choange in Himsieli:, £'or He cann'ot irrespective of results. ,Even ,so must 
men, .notMng is! s·aid aboot the samle cOom- Clhange'. It;js, the, .uSet of ,the .hUlIll·an fig- the preacher o.f the present day be faith-· 
ing up'On t1Jhose an,g,els' if they were S'UCih. ur:e, to ·enabl~' USI ttl) uooersta,oo' His atti- ful, leaving all consequences with ,God.
The meooing of the pass;8lge W'ouId seem tude. BY' thl" WI~ ~(}w. He was glI"ea~ly The attitude of ,the people 'of that day' 
00 be that t'he dJescendtants "of Seth., the affected by the 'SIn of HIS cre'aobuT!l!ls. Sin was ·one of unbelief, if not of incredulity 
god'ly seed, ilIllter.ma;rr:ioetdo with the descen- birings sorr~w. ,to. Him, tand .it ta· of such (concerning the truth of God), aner 
dantso of Oain, the woo;ldly seed', and ~hus a hein'Orus·.n.atu~e ,that He, mUStt jud:ge tt; Noah's faith and patience would be· 
form'e!d' am unEqua!l.' unIon, ~or sucth mixed so .. the. d-ec!saOill IS sillalbetd here. "T,he iLord' greatly tried. Perhaps indeed they 
moa'l"Tillgl!!S: 6iJ.'Ie furbidden by God. (oDeut. SaId. I 'WIn drestroy m'an wihOom I haV!e' made the preacher suffer by their moek-
7:'3, 4; 2 COil". 6:'1:4) They we fl'!uitfu,l crea,ted from the face Oof the e'a.rth; both ery and evil sayings concerning him. 
of mis'eil'Y and: mllWh e,vdI and loeoad. only man and' beas/t, IatIlod ,the oreepi-l!og tthing, IV. DIRECTIONS CONCERNING THE' 
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