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THE RELIGIOUS· PACIFICIST 
There is a type of religious pacificist who pres,ents 

a very interesting and instructive subj-ect for psycho-
. l,o.gical analysi:s. Our pacifi·c friend is averse to re
ligious controversy. He inS'ists that no good· can come 
'ifr.om combating erroneous op.iri,ions. . Of course, he 
is himself thoroughly orthodox.· He subscribes to 
eve·ry doctrine of Evangelical Christianity. He regrets 
that anyone shouId propagate,: or even hold, heretical 
opinions; but if perv'erse human nature entertains that 
which ,is contrary to the revealed Word of God, while 
it is to,.be regretted, and even' deplored, it should never 
be combated. 

Our pacific fri.end hears the mble belitfl'ed) and the 
idea otf its divine inspiration held up to scorn. He is 
very sorry that men should do this" but his pacific 
spirit forbids; his making any protest against it. He 
hears the pe'rson of Jesus Christ discusSled: His virgin 
birth denied, and all His claims to divinity thereby 
invaLidat.e'd. T.he recor,d oIf His miracles is 's·et aside 
as being un.true, or at best "heightened" or hi'g'hly 
coloUl'ed. As i£o.r the blood of Christ: the New Testa
metit emphasis upon the blood and its .~xp.iatory value 
he hears attrilbuted to pagan influenoe:s,-ind,eed, h~ 
s'ee~ men tra'mple under foot the blood of Chri,SIt. 

Our pacific fri.end' is, of course, extremely grieved 
that mOen should speak thus of One-Whom he ha~s caned 
Saviour and Lord. But notwithstanding the attack 
upon the p~rson of Christ, which would rob Him of 
His d'eity, His authority, Hi,s honour, and which casts 
a :s,tain even upon His· birth, our non""Controversial 
friend ref.r3!ins from protest. 

Someone willl say that such a spirit is hig.hly com
mendable, and is deserving our emulation. But i,s such 
pacifici~sm sincere? Let us examine it a little. Sup-

. pose s'Omeone questio~s the veracity of our pacific 
friend, and charges' him personaMy with untruthfu:lness 
-what then? Hi,s pacificism vanis.hes in a momen.t; 
fire flashes from his ey,e, his fists are denched, .and 'a 
torrent ·df vituperation flows from his lipSt .. Yes, he 
will fight for his own henour, but not for the honour 

of his Lqrd. And. if one should reflect upon Mr. 
Pacifidst's ancestry, though it were in ·a way' that 
would fall far short ·of the dreadful :implication in
volved in the denial ot the virgin birth of Christ, what 
follows? A mo-st vjgorous deif·enceof· our ~riend's 
family tl'e'e would oertainly be put forth. Or if even 
a lesser criticism wer·e o.ffe·red, ;impugning the' "scholar- -
ship", or even the natural intelligence, of our f1:",iend, 
how the academic guns would boom in answer! How 
.oertainly all the ,diplomas wou:ld be brought forth and 
exhibited! . . 

What, then, is the explanation of this strang,e atti
tude? Ther·e ·can be only one,' and that is' that OUl: 
friend"s perspn~l lleputation is 0.£ far greater impO:r
tance to him than the honour of his Lord The 
security of hi,s o~n position among hi'S £ellow~ is o,f 
grea ter momen t than the salvation of' such souIs as 
may 'be led astray by ap.other gospel "which is not 
another". 

Or, let us suppose our padfic f.riend to be a busiH'e'Ss 
man, a Slhar,eholder in certain corporations, the pres.i
dent of, ce'rtain co~anies, perhaps the pr·esident ot a 
bank.- And what If the'se companies' rights are- in": 
fr:inged upon by business competitors? What if the 
financial ,int.erests· of c,erta'in corporations ar·e p,ut in 
jeopardy by. the shrewd <man.ipulations of some un
scrupulous rival? What if the, bank's credit is 
threatened by ~he unwisdom of some branch manag~r 
who has permitted the ·funds of the bank to be U's,ed 
for speculative purposes? What ahion does our 
pacific bus:iness friend' take? Does· .he hold a prayer
meeting, as he so often r'e'commends those who c'on
tend for the faith to do? (And we believe. we ought 
to pray more, and still more earnestly). But is that 
aU our :fniend does·? On the contrary, this friend who 
is opposed to religious controversy, the moment his' 
personal interests are affected, ;1nd the interests of the 
compani,es he i's connected with are Jeopardized, i.£ 
those r·esponsible for these things have brought them
selves within the law, how quickly wil'l the machinery 
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df the law be set in operation! The teller is brought 
into the police court, the manager is perhaps put und.er 
arrest; or, if a cOi)yright or patent !be infringed, a civil 
suit ,is immedia'tely in'Stitut,ed; for in the material. 
rearlm our paci,fic friend is ·a val,iant warrior, a formid
abJ.e .foe, who' w,ill fight to the d'eath for the last cent 
that anybody owes him.' 

But if men rob-God, infringe upon the .heavenly 
copyright 0"£ the only gospel proclaimed from 'heaven, 
~f men substitute something .devoid o.f healing power 
f.or the blood-rj:!uiedy,·fhe onLy cure for human sin; our 

. pacific friend says nothing. 
No; but we are wrong: he says a great deal. \Vhen 

the thid is .running fr0111 the je·weller's store with a 
bag fuB of jewels, and an aI.arm. is sounded, and a 
poJ.iceman is in hot ptirsuit, our non~controversi'al 
fri-el)d knocks do,wl1 the policema~ and' lets the thief 
go :free! Does he? .Oh no; not in real life ! Only.on 
Sund'ays and in r:eligious assemblies! . 
. Some of the bitteres:t letters which come to us ar'e 

penned :by peo'p-I~ who profess to deplore controversy. 
They wiH not fight the enemies of the truth, but they 

ar·e ready always to fight those who would defend the' 
·faith. They have no quarrel with the infidel who 
tears God's W.ord to pieces, but reserv·e the vials of 
their wrath for those who endeavour to maintain the 
faith .. Th·eir attitude towar.d the.F'osdicks, the Glovers, 
the Mathews, the MarshaUs, and others of that school, 
must be determined by the thirteenth chap.ter of first 
Corinthians. But the onI-y appropriate accompaniment 
of their attitude t'qwar:d evang;elicals, 'believers in the 
BibIoe, cont,enders for the faith, who are animated by 
the aposto;Jic spirit whic'h 'says, "Whether it be right 
in the s'igM of God to -hearken unt.o you mor·e than 
unto God, judg;e ye.· For we cannot 'out speak the 
things which we 'have seen and heard", is' fire and 
brimstone. 

lJet the preachers 'Of reIi-gious pacificism examine 
their own heart-s, and learn the reason for their atti
tude, and they will discover it is because they have 
'PUit their own personal interest first, and the interests 
of Chrig,t and His gospel and. the souls of men last 
of all. 

THE eRA VING FOR SIGNS 
By Dr. John A. Hutton, in "The British Weekly." 

. . 
As 'an escape from the excesses and trivialities of 

much of our contemporary ·ecclesiasti·cal debatings, I 
have been going 'back to a solitary' and intensive 
absorption in the life and teaching of our Lord Himself, 
endeavoring, as much as one is able, to permit the 
Gospels to make ·upon me their 'Own fresh and natural 
impr-ession. In what follows, and in one or two Slub-

. sequent studies, I should· like to make dear t'J my 
own mind certain results which I am not able to 
escape even if I wished to escape·thein. 

Tak!!, for example, ·thi's seeking .for "signs," for. 
pr.oofs, for authority, in short. It. is a mood which 
we are all 'so far from rebuking that we are apt rather 
to regard that Church as likely to be the nearer to the 
apostolic pattern which :claims to possess for ,the be
hoof of her adherents the greater numper of such 
almost ta.ngible stays and grounds of confidence. :Cer
tainly we are all of us far removed from what, on a. 
fair reading of the New Testament, one might declare 
to be the mark of the true believer, that he is one .who 
believes in God through Jesus Christ, and that he is 
pt:epared ,to disp'ell's'e w"ith' proofs, having what. the. 
New Testament celebrates as "the earnes't of the 
Spirit.".. . 

There were many 'occasions in which our Lord 
rebuked this ~eeking for signs; and rebuked it with 
such sharpness and insistence as to give the impres
sion that this mood in which we search for outward 
evidence for an invisibJ.e ex.altation is ·something which, 
were it t'O become general, would lead to the collapse 
of His own enterprise with men 'On the behalf of 'God. 
Ther-e were many occasions of the kind. Let us take 
this from St. Mark~ which is repeated alm'Ost ver.batim 
in St. Matthew and in St. Luke:- . 

"And the Pharisees came· forth and began -to question 
with Him, seeking from Him a sign from Heaven, 
tempting Him. And He sighed deeply in His s.pirit, 

and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a sign? 
Verily I say unto you, there shall no 'sign ,be given to 
this g·eneration. 

"And He left them and, entering into the ship again, 
departed to the other side." 

.r. 
In the course of Hi,s 'Public ministry-a ministry so 

brief and hazardous that we must regard everythino
in it as authoritative and significant---=----our Lord neve~ 
wr?ugh~ a ~iracle merely in order -th.at men might 
?eheve 111 Hl1~. He wrought many mIracles, 'indeed, 
In ,the open vIew of men, healing the body of its ail
ments and the mind of its maladies.' And those who 
stood by were not forbidden to look on and draw 
their own conclu-s'ions from what was happening 
b~fore the,ir eyes. ~ut Jesus never once wrought a 
miracle WIth the dehberate purpose of bringing men 
over to His side. When men ask-ed Him to show them 
a .sign, to perform some strange work so that they 
might he overpowered and convinced, He a.lways 
refused. He gladly and eagerly used His power to 
help men,. but never to astonish them- .or- merely to 
satisfy their love of the marvel,lou-s. For He came to 
the world,. not to astonish men, or to please, men but 
,to do them good, to bring them -to God. ' 

. Now, we must not think ~hat in refll's'ing to show a 
sIgn to those who ask'ed It, Jesus was refusing to 
make ~ny allowance for man's natural weakness.· It 
wars not that Jesus was unwilling to meet men's dif
fi·culties half-way, as we say. He refused we must 
'believe, for some reason which touched th~ very life 
of the soul. He refused because it would have 'been 
wmng to yield. Had -he agreed to work some notable 
miracle at. the request o~ men, He ,might have led 
them ·to misunderstand HIS whole purpose with ·man. 
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For Chr,ist did not come into the world, in the first· 
instance, to answer our question1s I)~ to' solve otlr 
doubts: but to bring us to Go<!. Thqugh this also is 
true. that just as we permit Him to hav'e influence 
over us, to that'degree do our questions find answers. 
and· our doubts begin to die in one immense feeling 
of confidence in this Saviour 'Of our souls. 

Jesus does not hesitate to say that ,the seeking of a 
sign as a proof ,of things uns-e'en is an evidenc'e of soule 
subtl'e moral fault, some private insincerity, in the 
pe'rson who encourages .'thi~ cravi;tg. 

-, II. 

may be a frightened man, and a· superstitious man. 
But n'Ot a Christian man. For Christ.ianity is a way 
of life. Artd besides, that is not faith which is com
pelled by force. For fai~h, there must always be an· 
element of freedoOm: that surely was settled once for 
all by -pur Lord after His forty days in the wilderness! 

But let 'us 'suppose the c'ase of a man who one day 
says to hims'elf, "If sU'ch ,and such a thing happens, 
I shaH bellieve in God, and shaH abandon certain way~ 
of living which I. know He---:if He is-must dis
approv,e." Supposle a man saying that to hims'elf, 
and suppose tha:t the very thing happens which was 
to have such power with him. Have we any reason 

. to believe that this outward ev.~nt would really ,touch Here then w'e have a subject which has a special -
Th the deep pla:ces in tha't man's soul or that. it~ influence -

interest for many people in our own day. ere are would remain with him? I think not .. Soon his old 
n;tany who have the feeling-if Qp.e 'may judge from habits, his old tastes and ap'petites, w')uld reco.,-er 
w.I:t.at they say-that Christianity has not quite 'estab- from the shock-for I am .supposing that the' only 
lished its clai~ over them. They ~now-:-,itdmfay be-f' ,dtifferenc,e fn the man i's that' in his own opinion he 
the proofs which are commonly given m 'e ·ence o. h . 1 H ld 'b . t 11 th t . - h . f .. h as seen a mlrac e. e wou egm 0, reca . 'e ou· ~ 
faith, but t~s'e proo s are ~ot convm~mg ,to t, ~m. ward 'event on which he is laying such a stress. The 
And so they· excuse themselves for 'adoptmg a !p"O SIJ.tI on , t f . t ld t H 
of neutrality on the ground that they are waiting for s ra~~e~.es~_ot I ~o~. so~n s~e~ o'lpa~s ~wa~. b ~ 
further evidence, They seek 'a sign; and the only wou e~mf 0 ~s lmse w: e .er, l

H
e a no 1 .e~n 

k' d f' h' h th '11 kId " t too hasty m ormmg such a resolutIOn. e would Jegm 
111> 0 sl~n w IC '. ey ~I ac ~ow e ge IS an .ou - to say, "Why, this is superstition, I am back in the. 

ward, ObVIOUS, phySical sign. It IS a rather pertl''.)us M'ddl A "u t'l . h' ld " £ h '. - k leges, n I very soon e wou emerge 
- posItIon I or t e aveliag,e man amongst us to ta e up. f h' f' ht f th t 11 11 th 't h I h . 

ministering as it ·doe·s to 'our 'pride, encouraging us rom IS ng' - ?r' a was rea X. a a ale ap-
t '· th t d·ffi. lit" .' th f f 'th' pened-and become almost the same man as he was: 
o~ suppose a our I eu les 111 'f e way, ad fal not quite the same, rather worse, a little cynical now~ 

ans'e 'fro.m the uncom'mon chal1acter 0 our mm , rom h t'l t 1" H b f 
d rf 1 f . f h b more os leo re'l'glOn.· .e may even eCl)me one 0 . 

'Our won e u powers a reasonmg or rom tea un- th h tIlth t f t1 t . d 
dance of our information. ~s~ w 0 ',e us a. Qn~e ?pon a Ime' ley n~ 

'Th tho . h tt't d t wa d rehglon and :found nothmg m It; whereas the ,truth IS, 
ere are 0 ers aga:m w ose a 1" u e ,0 r S h I h d f' h' f h' h 11 h d 

Ch .. t' 't . l' 11.tl d'ff t Wh t th fIe on y a a ng t rom w IC natura y e recovere . ns· '1lam y IS s Ig Y 'I er'en. a ey· ee' If d' ffi. . 
b t Ch . t' 't' th thO th d t outwar events, Circumstances, were su ·clent 

a ou ns lam y I~ ra e~ . I'S'.: ey 0 nlo sh'eenldl in themselves to make men seri')us, and good,' all' 
to hav'e any need of It. Chnsbal11ty'does 11'ot ay 0 . 'ld' d d b 11 F "'h' ld' f 11 f .. 

f h Th h h d ,_01: h . \'V'ou , In ·ee " e we. or:L e war· IS u . 0 vOIces 
'0 tern. ey ave a none U'1. t ose experlences 11" t' d' h 'L'ty d t ' 

h · h 'd' I' 1 d' k ca mg tiS ,0 s'enousness an uml I an praye. w IC are Sal to ay men ow all' to rna e men crv Th th t d' f' Th . th ld f 
G d f h ' . b f h J ere are e ,rage Ie'S 0 sm. ·ere.ls e wor· o· 

to 0 out 0 s arne, It may I e, or- out 0 some at er h . Th . th 'h d . f d fh All th ' 
loneliness, And so they, too, are waiting for a sign. ~man pam. e'rde IS.' e'5 a OwI.o

f 
'ea '. . ese 

'f f th" t t k th' h' h h 11 there are, outwar signs that '1 t up their vOices: 
wal l;tg-, °thr somef'thmg ,odovferf ~the fefm ~ IC S ~ f and yet, notwithstandlin:g thelm all, we are what 
convmce em 0 'e n'ee 0 al " 0 orglvenes~~, 0 . 
. Christ. If thes'e last are quoite sincere, they will not we an:. 
have to waiit long. 

But regarding both of these classes of people, in 
so far as they are looking for some_ outward sign to 
convince them of 'the truth of Christianity, our Lord 
in the passage we have quo,ted s'eems to'say some v'ery 
deci~ive things,. He ,~ays that this wish for a sign is 
the result a-lways of some private disloyalty to one's 
o'wn soul. ' He says further that ,an outward sign 
has no power of itself ·to change a man"s heart-'and a 
man cannot be a Chris'tian except his -heart is in it. 

,With equal firmness, ?owever, he -declares that there 
are already many 'Signs, and that these are not absent 
from any hopest and faithful person. 

I~1. 

Th!1t an outward sign -has no power in itself to 
make a man religious, to. incline his heart tQ God, is 
surely a ruling in things of the sp.irit which needs no 
defence. For ~f an outward event were to happen 
to a man, of such a nature tq,at from that" moment 
he gave up his scepticism or disbelief, ev'en then it 
woul'd not follow that he is nQW a religiQus man. He 

IV. 

, But "if our Lord steadaly refused' to pander to our 
hankering after signs-lest our system of life should 
come to rest elsewhere than upon God, as He had 
come to disclose God, He a1':'\l'ays in the' same breath 
declared that there are signlS in plenty of another sort, 
and that if we pay heed to these we shall always h~ve 
sufficient light for us in the dark to rise by .. "My 
sheep hear My voice," s'aid Jesus, "and follo.w Me." 
"He ,that win ·do His will, shall kno:w the teaching; 
whether ,it· is of .. God." "If 'they 'hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither wil'l they be persuaded if a man 
'should ris'e from the dead .... 
_ The movements of God's spirit in I)ur consciences' 
are such sagns, 'Mgns not 'Only that God is, but a revela
tion of what He 'is. The law, saJi-d St. Paul, was my 
school-master, my paidagogolS, the .Jaw took me by the 
hand and led me to Christ. 

It is only translating such language intI) our 'Com
~on speech to say, that c011lScience, his own and that 
of hi~ nation, urged the Apostle on t~wards Christ. 
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If a man leaves out his conlscience :indeed, he will 
be able, as Dean Church put it, to find many di,ffi-

, culties in the faith once delivered to the saints. We 
have the yoice ,0f God speJl.king in the deep pla'ces of 
our l:ilfe: the stUll smaH voice. We have thwt. We 
may have so abused it, we may have so betrayed it, 
that now it speaks only feebly and at intervals. N ever
theles's, i,t speaks; in lonely places-and life has still 
lonely places for us aU-it utter,s itself, and it is God, 
it is the God, "wli:th whom we have to do." No miracle 
will truly turn a man's heant to ,God, if the Holy S'pirit 
within hi,s con:science fails. By refusing to work a 
mirade in certain circumstances Jesus has plainly sig
nified that a miracle wa'll never be 'Wrought to teach 
men what ,they already know very weH in their own 
hearts. 

The only place on 'earth where God can directly deal 
with UIS is in our spirit, in 'our heart and cons'Cience .. 
Until we acknowledge Him there, we see :ijlim no
.where. Until we are obedient to whrut we know oi 
God, we shall never know anything wi,th confidence, 
and we shaill never know more. Let us, therefore, 
listen to the Voices or the Voice which speaks to us 
in Ithat region where even pur nearest and dearest are 
strangers. Perhaps we were thinking that somethJing 
startling migiht' occur to us-some severe stroke, it 
might be, in the reg1ion of our :forltune, or of our love: 
and thwt ,in the darkness ,'ve should grope and cry out 
f0r God. Wen, that may indeed happen: but it is not 
safe as it is not right to wa:it for that. We also have 
Moses and the prophets. Nay, we have the Eternal 
Spirit knocking at our door, pleading with us in 'secret. 

If we wiII not pay heed to the lights and shadows 
. that 'cross our hearts from wh~'ch we might learn many 

a preci0us thing; lif we will not do what is right by 
tholse voices which deal wilth each one of us i.n private 
-many tlhings 'Will happen, and aU of them disastrous 
to us. But thi's w,ill happ'en; we shall never be 'able to 
'arrive a'1:' the more blessed things of faith. We shall 
.haV'e no reason for bel'ieving that there is indeed a 
Holy and A'll-se~ing Eye whic.h regards UlS day by 
day; ~hat t!Iough we are, from s0me point of view, 
poor .creatures indeed, neve~thel'ess God cares for us; 
that it maltters to Him how we behave ounsdves: we 
shall never be able Ito see how ,it may be true-and if 
true it floods all life with hope-that tha..t same loving 
and aU-seeing One who i's' dea'Ling wiih us privately 
and always in oroer to redeem us, is He who for our 
sakes sent His Son into Ithe world; and thrut by the 
saine Eternal Spirit of Holy Love that Son wa's re
jf,!cted and despised of men, that He died ,the Just for 
the '.mjust-to hring us to God!' 

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNI
VERSITY PROFESSORS ON DR. H. C. 

" WAYMAN. 

In .the' bulletin of the above-named Association for 
. March there is published a nineteen-page "Report of the 
Su:b.JCommittee of the Enquiry For W.jl1iam Jewell Col
lege." The Committee of: the American Association of. 
University Professors investigated the 'Whol,e question 
of Dr. H. C. Wayman',s a,cade11Jic degrees. The Com-

/ 

mittee has e~haustively examined all the documents 
relating to ·Dr. Wayman's academic standing. Much of 
this was plJlblishe!i in The Gospel Witness of May 23rd, 
1929. This investigating ClJmmittee consisted of 
Ed~ar L. Hinman, Professor of Logic and Me,taphy
slics, University Qof Ne'bras'1{1a.,' Cha'irmafll; Je'S'se M. 
Greenman, Profes.sor of Bo,tany i'n vVa:shington Uni
v,ersiJt:y and Cu'rator of the Het-barium, Missouri Botan
mica.} Garden, St. Louis; and F. E. Ke'S!ter, Professor of 
Phy,slics in the Universlity of .Kansas. 

'The SUb-Committee carried out its inves·tigations 
on the spot; Professors GFeenman and Hinman going 
to Kia:nsas Ciity and Uberty, and Professor Hinman 
meeting Professor Kester in conferen'ce. They con
ducted an exhaustive examina,uion anto, aN the fa'cts of 
the case, and their report is publoished in n~neteen pag~s 
of printed matter. 

Referring to .the dismliJssai of cer,taln professo,rs of 
WilLiam Jewell College, the report says, among other 
things: "If it were granted that WiUi,am Jewell Col
lege sh0ul'd stand firmly f'or Qone hundred per cent. 
Fundame11ltaJism as ;the U:niverslity 0'£ Des Moines has 
striven t6 dO', then the resignation of these professors 
would ibe 1.0g1ical." But the report s.hows that ;it was 
not unltill the ~nves~igation of Dr. Wayman's Bicademic 
degrees by the Alu.mni Association of WiHiam Jewell 
.College was determined upon, .that the unorthQodoxy 
of certain professors ,vas dis!covered. 

We need nO't weary our readers by going over the 
ground so fully covered in The Gospel Witness of May 
23rd; 1929: it ,is enough for our purpO'se to quote the 
finding 'of the Commi.ttee on the subject: whi,ch was as 
foUo'Ws: "We find that PreS'ident H. C. Wayman had 
Jaid dai'111 tOo the po'ssessi.on of aJCademic degrees t.o 
whi,ch he was not entitled, and had grui'ned professional 
advan'ta~es from such claims." Any of our read~rs 
who desire to examine the ent,ire report may ohta'in 
a CQPY from the pUibli:shers, "'The Americ.an Associa
tion 9f University Professo'rs, 20th and N orthamp.ton 
Streets, Easton, Pa. They shou1ld apply for issue No. 
,3 O'f volume 16, dated March, 1930,. entitled, "Bulletin 
of the American Association of University Pwfes
sors." 

TO ALL OUR RADIO HEARE.RS. 

'Sunday was a bad' day for broadca.sting, as ther'e 
were so many thunderstorms about, and consequently, 
we suppose, much 'static. But. we are constant,ly 'hear
ing of blessing received. One fr.i-end writes that t'he 
family :were sealted at the ,truble when our seTvice began. 
\iVhen the ann.ouncements were made and the coUec
tion was announced, the wife pa'ssed the plate to all 
Who were sea·ted at the table, later forwarding the 
offe'r-ing to our radio fund. \iV'e ,earnestly recommend 
others to follow her example. We need much money 
for the bToadcasting, and, to :be frank, very much more 
than ,is just now _coming in. We would remind our 
hearers that the summer is the mos:t difficult time . 
·The message dQoes not carry so far' and fewer radios 
are .in u.se-. We. )'V"ou1.d . therefore' urge our friends' to 
send us ~hai: contri'buti.ons they can to help us in our 
.radiE! ministry'. . . , , 
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tEbt' Jarbis ~tr~tt . ~ulpit 
) 

IN MEMORY QF AN UNDYING LOVE. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis 'Street Baptist Church, Toronto,· Sunday Ev-ening; July 6th, 1930. 

Broadcast From Station CKlGW 690 I:<.'c. 434-8 metr·es. 
(Stenographically Reported) 

"And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave 'Unto them, saying, This is my body 
which is given for you: this do .in remembrance of m~."..-lLuke 22:19. 

·Prayer Before the Sermon. tated often npon the gr'eat truths symbolized in
d 
t~e 

We thank Thee, '0 'Lord, ,for the return of this evening hoUJl'. Supper of. the Lord; but' we have not ·~xhaus.te I~S 
for Thy presence with us, for the opportunity afforded us of meaning, and I trust we may turn to It agal~ ~hl-S 
drawing nigh unto T·hee that we may receive from T.hee that evening and find refreshment for our souls. . . ':. 
which our souls. so ul'gently need. How foolish we aU have . The Lord's Supp'er was intended as a mem.onal. been ever to suppose that we could do without Thee'! We 
would exholI't our souls this evening, saying, Return unto thy feast. It is an ·expression, in symbol, of the ,subhmest 
rest, 0 my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. act of God a manifestation of the ",ery heart of God 
If any have wandered from 'Thee, and have put 'a distance <Himself. And we are frequently to observ,e it, those 
between Thee and themselves, we pray that by the con- b d 
straints of grace, by the o-peration of Thy Holy :Spirit in o·f us who love Him, and who have een ma e p~r
their hearts, they ·may be constrained to "l'eturn whole- takers of the grace of life~ in order that we may hold 
hemrtedly to 'God, finding delight in His fellowship, and the' Him in perpetual remembrance, that w.e may reme~:
joy that is unSIPeakable and full of glory in the assurance 'Uer Him in 'a .particular character and m the exerCIse of his eternal favour. . u 

Look upon everyone bowed in Thy presence this evening. of a great accomplishment. 
We come to ask great thing'S, 0 God, for we are many and . 1 shall ask you to think, then, of our obligation to 
our needs are verY great. We thank Thee that we have not b h d' I fIord 
to detail our souls' requiJrements ,to Thee: far !better than keep in remem rance' t e un y~ng: ove 0 our J 

we know ourselves, our needs are known. to God; our Jesus Christ. How wonderful It IS that such as we 
Heavenly Father 'knoweth what things we have need of are should be loved ·of God at all! But s·o we are,' 
before we ask Him, and we cast ourselves this. evening upon and we are adlmonished to do this that He may ne'Ver 
the infinite wisdom of Him from Whom cometh every good be forgotten, but· tha.t His gr,eat sacrifice may be ever and every perfect gift. We pray that by Thy g.race e.very. 

·waiting soul may this evening he enriched. . fresh in 'our minds, and that the meas.ure of our 
We pray for other little groups, invisible to us, who share obligation to His redeeming grace may ~e~er fade 

with us this servic,;e this evening. May the 'presence of the 'from our memories. What sort of love 1'S It, then, 
Lord be v·ery real to t}lem! J.t may ,be that someone in great f h' S t 
l(;>neliness, separated fl'orn all his friends, will listen to Thy that we are, by the observance 0 t IS upper, 0 
word this evening. Wherever the mes'sag'e of this hour shall commemorate this evening? .' 
reach, we beseech Thee to accompany it iby the energy of 
the Holy Ghost, that the hardened heart may he bowed in 
penite·nce ,before God, that those who have opened their 
hearts to the world and tHe things' of the world, arid w.hose 
affec:tions have been 'aHenated ;from their rightful Lover
we pray that these things may ,be removed this evening, and 
that all these ,people may be IIirought back. to Thee. 

There are some who wHI hear Thy word to who~ Jesus 
Christ is but a name. They have heard of Him by the hear
ing of the ear, but ·they have never seen Him :by faith. He 
is not a spiritual reality in their experience. Religion, to 
many, is some,thing that is associated with institutions called 
churches; and they know not that salvation IS to be found 
in a personal .saviour. -0 Thou ascended Lord, speak from 
heaven as Thou didst to Abraham, and make men to he'ar 
T,hy 'Voice this evening. 

Bless us 'as we meditate upon Thy truth. Lead us into its 
hidden tre'asures, and ma.ke us 'all gr~tly to rejoice··in Thee. 

We pray for those' who suffer, who are in pain; for those 
who are aged; for those who are in hospi,tals, in sanitaria, 
and other places, deprived of the privilege of assembling in 
the house of the Lord. We thank Thee for the privilege of 
ad;dressing many of them, and we pray tHat they may be 
peculiarly aware of ,the nearness of the gracious ,Saviour 
this ev'ening. Bring them j,oy of heart as they think of all 
that Jesus, Christ 'P'as done. . 

Now bless us,· we pray Thee. :Cover us with Thy feathers, 
that under Thy wings we may trust. May our evening's 
meditation be profitable to our souls, and glor.ifying ,to Thee. 
since we 'ask it in the name of our Lord Jesus 'Christ, Amen! 

"This do in remembrance of me." We have come 
many times to th.is well for water, and we have medi-

I. 
A LovE THAT WAS UNDIMMED BY THE,UNWORTHI

NESS Ol" ITS OBJECTS. How Iwonderful. it is that J esu!? 
Christ should' love' those who are unworthy. of. His 
love! I remind you of thi,s infinite stooP,. of the 
condescension involved in the whole sch.eme of· re-
demption. . . 

Let us not fail in, a ·recognition of the tremendous 
fact 'of sin, for sin is the most 'patent thing of. all 
humari history, dbservatign. 'llnd experience. It is 
because men fail in the recognition of that fad. and 
,in the proper appreciation of the heinousnes·s of "sin, 
that the principles of redemption are set aside, and 
the great doctrines of grace are lightly regarded. It 
is folly to bid men come to Jesus Christ and merely 
follow Him. I weary of hearing men speaking of 
Jesus as their "leader", as their "example". Oh, He 
is infi11'itely more than that! You have had no intro
duction to Him, and hav-e no proper appreciation of 
Hi,s' worthiness, 'of His true character, unless you have 
first of all felt what it is to ,be a sinner: .. 

The tragedy of Calvary was the greatest mistake of 
all history-indeed, it constitutes a challenge 'to the 
moral government of the universe-if sin be not a 
·fact. ' It cannc;>t be ,explained on the ground of any 
other hypothesis. But nowaclays ·people are 'so ob-
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sessed with the evolutionary idea that the nature of 
sin has faded from human understanding. All moral 
imperfections are said to be but the residue of an' 
,earlier animal existence. One cannot blame a man for 
acting like a beast of pr,ey if he ha's, the instinct of the 
jungle within him. And if there 'be an infinitesimal 
,atom of truth in that ast0unding fallacy which seems 
to have gripped so' generally the minds of men, mat 
we are ,evolved from a lower order, and that these 
moral stains and imperfections upon. OUf characters 
are, aft.er all, like certain parts of our bodies, 'but "the 
vestigial remains", the vestiges of something from 
which we have evolved, and which we are outgrowmg 
-,-1f that be so, then we are not to be condemned for 

, our sins, we are not to be charged with unworthiness; 
we are to 'be congratulated and complimented op our 

,attaining to higher levels than our forebears ever 
achieved. But there never W{iS a doctrine promul
galed ,by the prince of darkness so calculated to blind 
men's Iminds and parden and slooel them aga,inst the 
truth of -the gospel as that strange delusion which has 
gripped-I will not say, the reasons, but the imagina-: 
tions of men. 

The fact is, sin is a reality; it is ·everywhere appar
,en-t,-the sins o.f the hand, of the foot, and of the 
t<;>ng-ue, sins of the mind, sins that se.em to be external 
to the man himself. But sin is even mor.e than that, 
for Ithese outward acts are ,but the -symptoms of the 
inner malady. The fact is, sin is a plague of the 
blood; it is a leprosy; it is a consumption; it is a 
cancer, ,for which there is no human cure at all, and 
to whi'ch we are everyone subject, of which we are 
everyon~ the victim. And yet, notwithstanding our 
.unworthIness, ,the love of God is commended to us,-

"He saw' me ruined by the fall, 
Yet loved me notwithstanding all ; 

He sav,ed me -from my.lost estate; -
His loving kindness, 0 how great !". 

May God prevent the presumption which would. 
perIl1ita man or woman to com~ to the Talble of the 
Lord who ·has never (elt the convicting power of the 
Holy Ghost, making him to know that he is a ,sinner 
in need of His redemption! . 

We are not only sinners and unworthy by virtue 
of our ibirth, of our lineal desc,ent from the chamJ>ion 
of all tran_sgressors; but ,the grace of God is bestowed 
on deliberate Sinners.- That is the marvel to me, that 
God could keep on' loving us in spite of our deliberate 
transgre,ssions., Xt is just such sinners that Jesus 
Christ died to save. It is comparatively easy to pity 
the unfortunate, the man who has been brought into 

. strange circumstances ,be'cause of conditions over 
which he has no control, and for which he is in no 
degree responsible. A man -who is reduced because 
of personal illness, or because of the afflictions of 
those who are dear to him-I say, it is easy to pity 
such. But when you see men deliberately going on 
in sin, what are you going to do with them? Can you 
love them then? When a man comes to me with the 
smell of liquor upon his breath" 'half drunk, and tells 
me his taJ.e of woe, 1 feel disposed to turn him away. 
POO1" fellow! ,I know that he is in the grip of a 
monster. But whatever it be, when. you see a man 
going on in his sins, it is difficult to have compassion 

on him. But the wonder of the love of God is that 
ev,en when men are violating every law of God, and' 
lifting their hand,',; pers}stently and perpetually in
rebeIlion against God, even then the love of God lights 
upon them, and shine's upon them. Oh, what a love' 
it is! 
. And 'that sin which is nativ,e to us, and which we' 

an. have cultivated and developed to the 'full, has made 
us repulsive to His infinite holi1~ess. The marvel is this,. 
that the .Jove of God is unchanged when it comes into-

,con1:'act with that which' is ali(m ·to its own nature. 
"Thou art 'Of purer ey.es than Ito behold ,evil, and canst 
nDt look on iniquity." And yet He looks upon us, 
though we are ourselves but a mass of iniquity. How 
repulsive men are to the eye of Divine Holiness! How 
dleceitful and desperately wicked the human heart! 

One may go into a findy furnished home, and mark 
its splendid appointments--'Dut he is not invited to 
inspect the cellar!. You are not invited to examine' 
all the dark comers. I l1em.emJber years ago when I 
was boarding, in the days when I rode a bicyde. My 
la'ndlady came home one evening and saw that one of 
my fingers wa,s wrapped up. She said, "W'hat ,have you 
done?" ",Oh", I said, "I was working on my wheel, 
and! I cut my finger. It 'bled profus'e1y; I had difficulty 
in stopping the flow of blood. Butt I found a co'b-web 
and put it on, and that ,stopped it." "Cob-web! Where 
did you get it?" She forgot 'alI about me! She ceased 
to sympathize with me! She thought only of her house
keeping. I told her, for her -comfort, that I had the 
grearest difficulty in finding. it, but after much search
ing I had secured one. 

But how full of cob-webs ;our hearts are! How 
black! How despemtely wicked! How stained 'our 
consciences! How .full of sin altogether! And yet· 
He loves us! There ~s someone who hears me to
night who would not dare to write home to hi.s mother. 
He would not, for' a thousand worlds, allow that 
mother to 'know what he has done, what. he has: 
become, or to what depths he has descended. And as' 
for his father: he fears that if his father knew, the' 
door would be locked anddouble-barr,ed against him. 
Let me 1ell you, my friend, that the Lord J eS\lS knows· 
all 'aJpout it. Nothing 1'S hidden from His all-s·eeing 
eye, and not because, but in spite of it, He loves yoir. 
still. . . 

"Oh, for such love, let ro-cks and hills 
Their laslting silence break! 

And all harmonious human tongue!? 
The Saviour's praises speak." 

II. 
But thi,s love which we ar·e to keep in remembrance 

may be viewed from another angle. It is A LDVE THAT 
IS UNDAUNTED BY THE FACT THAT ITs OBJECT RESTS 
UNDER THE CONDEMNATION QF' THE LAW, for we are 
all under condemnation 'by nature. We have sinned, 
and come shott of the glory of God. How foolish it 
would ·be· for one to set Ms .lov.e, or her love, upon an 
inm'ate of the penitentiary, one who is 'incarcerated in 
a living grav~, and upon whom the doors are shut and 
barr'ed, never to be op,ened during the term of his or 
her natural Hf.e! What a barrier to any sort of com
merce, Dr fellowship, Dr uaima'te union, those prison 
walls present I 
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Yet, my dear friends, though we are all that, though have said, into the very grav,e of cor,ruptlon. And yet 
there ,is no 'escape from the law's penalty, though we this Lover was not turned 'aside by all our enemi'es! 
are justly under the condemnation of a law that is I. have often thought 'of David when it ~as 
holy, just, and go'Od, the 10,ve of God reaches us, for whispered 10 him that the king would give a gr'eat 
it was wh.ile we were yet sinners that' "God come reward to whoever would 'lay low the giant of Gath. 
mended his love toward us". He 'a,sked what the king would do, and among ot'her 

But let me show you a stupendous wonder, This thi!1gs, ilt was ,said, "He will give to I1:he hero who con
divine Lov,er, this Bridegroom from the glory, this quers the enemy of Israel his daughter in marriag:e." 
One Who loves with a love that will n'Ot let us go, has David went .forth to. w·in the prize, And our Lord 
loved us in spite of the fad that we are married to Jesus. has foug.ht His way to ·the bridal feast. Y~u 
an01her. "Wha't !", you say, "how ,can ·that be .pos- remember. when Samson was 'going down to Timnath 
sible?" The Scripture says tha~ we" ar,e married to' to take to himself a bride, thalt on the road a lion 
sin, and we are bound by the law to that to w.hich we mared upon him. - Thart wa,s, a poor time for Mr, Lion 
are un~ted, That is a profound saying in the sev,enth to roar, when Samson was going courting'! You 
chapter of Romans: "For the woman whioh hath an remember how he took him and rent him as he would 
husband is bound by the law to her husband so long have rent a kid, and threw the carcass of the,beast by Cl 

as he liveth; bUit if the husband be'dead, she iS'loosed the wayslid-e. Thus our Lord Jesus was bes·et hi every 
from the hiw of her husband: . So then if, while h~r sort of .foe, and yet He triumphed over them. When 

. husband liveth, she be married to another man, she at last. taking our' place, He went in10 the prison-
shall be called an adulteress: but it her husband be_. house Hims·elf, it was nq.t only the watch which Pilate-, 
dead, 'She is free from that law; so that she is no . on the instanc'e of the high priest, set at the sepulchre 
adultere·ss, though she be married to another man. w,hich soug-ht to guard the grave: principalities and 
Wherefo:e, -my brethren, ye also 'are become dead' to powers-all the 'hosts O'Chell wer,e gathered about that 
the law iby- the body of Christ; that ye should be sepulchre. for Hell had ,swid, ."There shall 'be no wed
marroied to another, even to him who is raised from ding," Yet He r9se again from the dead, and has , 
the dead, th3lt we -should Ibring forth fruit unto ,God." lov,ed us with a love that has refused to be dismaved 
He took our sin upon Him, the body of our sin; He by any kind .of difficulty ("Hal1eluj-ah !"). "Now", said 
identified 'Himself with us, with that 'to which we 'Were He, "keep that love always in remembrance." 
indissolubly joined, and from which nothing but death 
could ,ever part u:s; and He was made sin for us "who 
knew no sin; that we niight be made the righteousness 
of God in him". He carried theboq.y of our sin, this 
body of ·death, to the cross, and pUlt it to death in His 

_ own Person, that we might be liberated, set free to be 
married to Him! . 

Was there ever such a lover . as my Lord J es-us 
Christ ? Was there ever such a love that triumphed 
ov'er all d.jfficu.Lties, 'and'all obSitades, as His 'has done? 
Imagine ,someone's being-I had almost said, guiJ.ty of 

. th~ absurd courSie of setting his love of her love on 
one, not only accused, but convicted of a capital 
offence, and under the v'ery sentence of death, and 
then laking that penson's place to die, You say, 
"What could he the use of thM? There can be no 
marriage wnen death ensues. It i's a love that wiH 
terminate 'at the grave." Yes,ordinarily;'but here is 
One W·ho -di.ed knowing that He would rise again, and. 
He went through death that He mighJt claim us in 
resurrection power and glory. "This do in remem
brance of me. Keep always 'beJfore you the greatness 
of my T'edeeming lQve," . . 

III. 

But, my :brethren, we celebrate this evening A LOVE 
THAT WAS UNDISMAYED BY ALL THE ENltMU:S VV'HICH 
BARRED THE PATH TO 'lHE FULFILMENT OF HIS DESIRE.' 
We were brought under the condemnation of the law 
by ,one who' 1s the rival of the Lord Jesus. He was 
det,ermined to bring such reproach upon us, so to dis
figure us and !Har us and destroy our beauty,' that the 
love of God would be turned away from us. He tried 
it. All hell was let loose upon that glorious person 
which Goo made when He said, "Let us make man 
in our image, afte'r our ,li~eneSls." Satan succeeded in 
destroying the diV'ine image, bringing us down, as I 

IV. 
And yet I fancy the greatest of all difficu'ties was THt 

HARDNESS OF THF. HUMAN HEART, in. many respects. for 
when He had done all th3lt for us, still we loved Him 
11,ot. Our hearts were hardened toward Him and were 
unresponsive to Hi,s appeal. All our affections were 
set UpOI1 thungs that were 'alien to Hjs holy nature, and 
apparently there was no affinity at all between us and 
ou.r holy.Lover, . 

How was He to bridge tha,t gulf.? How was He to 
break these hardened hearts and 'find entrance, and 
win us' for Himself, ·and. compel us, even against our 
wiIJ,s, to love H~m? Is not that a wonder?- But He 
did it, did He not? You will remember one of our 
hymns we sometilmes ,s,ing at the. Communion serv·ice 
puts it thus-: . 

. ,.. 

"Why was I made to hear Thy voice, 
And enter while there's room, 

When thousands make a wretched choice, 
And rather starv,e than come? . 

"'T~as the sarpe love that spread the feast, 
That sweetly forced us in; _ 

Else we had still refused to taste, 
And perished in our sin." 

There is ~ great word in one of the prophets. I 
think I hav,e spoken to you from the text, "I will' 
a.llur,e her, and bdng her into the wilderness, and 
speak oomfortably unto her .. I will hedge up her way 
with thorns so that she shall not pass. I will order 
her circQ.mstances, I will take away all, other lovers,'. 
I will remove from her the ve'ry light of her eyes, I 
will ·separate her from everything ,upon which her; 
affection is set, and I will bring her into the ~i.tder-. 
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ness where she shall be alone, and I wjU besi,ege her 
heart, and Wlill speak to- her; I willlSovereignly compel 
her to yield her affections to me." Oh, what a Lover 
is the Lord Jesus! 

;:0:;1 

At la'st He opens our .. eyes, 'and we see the marks in 
His 'hands, and about His brow,' and in Hi,s blessed 
feet, and in Hi,s, side; and we learn that they were put 
there for us. The very marks which He bears become 
to. us His chiefest glory. I am glad that even in the 
'heavenly city He will, never lay aside His :character 
as the Lamb. On the wall to my left you see a list 
of thr'ee hundred names of persons who went from 
this church '1:0 the Gteat War, and a . little nearer 'a 
br.onze tablet with the names of forty-one who went 

o to ;the. Great W'ar, but who never came back again. 
We hav'e put it·ther,e that we might look at it and 
read th'Ose names, and call to our remembrance those 
who waxed valiant in fight, and who turned to flight 
the armies OIf the alit;ns. . . 

But ther,e is a better way of rehtembering the Lord 
Jesus. I say, I am glad that He' will always appear 
a!S the Lamb, for some day I want to see with these 
eyes the mark,s of the thorns; some day I hope to see 
the very marks which the nails made in His hands. 

. I know I shall because. even after the resurrection 
when He appeared in His resurrect>ion body, He said, 
"Behold my handls and my feet." He bade Thomas, 
on t>he other side of the grave, to r,ea,ch fomh his 
finger and put it -into the print of the nails. And some 
day we shaLl se'e Jesus Chnist ,face to face, and aher 
we s,ee Him, through all the millenniums of the future 
-indeed, when time shall be no more-and we shall 
Live in the dty from which night will be f'Or ever 
banished, and thel"e shall 'be no mor,e CU!1se, a'nd nO' 
mor.e pain, and no more tears, we sha,ll hoM Him ,in 
everlasting remembranc~, gratefully pouning the 
tributes, 01£ our praise heJfore Him, for "we shall see 
him as he is" .. 

. "But", saith He, "until I come, and until you see 
me face to face, I am gO'ing to institute a. memorial 
feast. You w,ill take· this bread, and break it, and say, 
This is the hody of my Lord. You will take this wine. 
and drink it, and say, This is t'he blood of the ev'er
las;ting covenant. By these symbols you will hold in 
your heart that ·great achievement effected for your 
salvation, and continue so to do until I come. \i\Then 

. I come,. you wiN no' longer need the bread and the 
wine, for you will see Me just 'as I am, and then for 
,everamd for ever, you wiLl know how much you owe 
Me." . : ' :! II I;: 

Has He entered your heart? Has He 'Won your 
affection? Hav,e you yielded Him your heart's de
votion? Will you not say it to-night,:-

, "J eshs, Lover of my soul, 
Let me to "Thy bosom fly, 

Whil,e the nearer wat,e'rs roll, 
WhHe the tempest still ,is high: 

Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide, 
Till the' ,storm of life is past; 

Safe into the haven guide; 
o receive my soul at la'st! 

"Other refug,e have I none; 
Hangs my he'lpless Isoul on The.e; 

Leave, ah! leav,e me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me: 

All my trust ()In Thee is stayed; 
All my help from Thee 1 bring; 

Cover my deJfencelesls head 
W'i'th the shachow of Thy wing." 

Miay the Lord bless our meditation for Hi,s name's 
sake! 

Let us lif.t our hearts to Him again in prayer: 
o Lord. we thank Thee for "Thy redeeming lov,e, for 
the r.evelation of Thyself at the cross, for, the opening 
of T,hy heart by the soldi,er's spear! In that deft of 

. the &ock we ourselves ,this evening would' hide. B,lesls 
us as we tarry for a little whiJ.e ;in Thy name, and taJke 
the bread rund drink the wine. May the Holy Spirit. 
he near! May He. make thets,e spiritual verities very 
l'eal to us, that the love, the incomparable love. of 
Jesus Christ may find such response tha't. we shan 
say,-

"Nay, but I yield, I yield'; 
I can hold out no more; 

I Slink, by dying lo\,e, compelled 
To own Thee Conqueror." 

Bless us for Thy name's sik,e, Amen. 

THE WE,EK-END IN JARVIS STREET. 

The Jarvis S,treet people said they had a good d'ay 
on Sunday. T'he Sunday School showed some signs 
()If summer weather, with an' attendance of only 1,059. 
Ther,e was a great summer congr,egation in the even
ing. The attendance at the CO'mmunion Service was 
reduced by the fad that large numbers 0'£ people are 
away 'from home. It seems to us we have never had 
such an exodus orf Jarvis Street people from Toronto, 
and especia.11y overseas, for years as we have had this 
year. Notwithstanding, the Communion attendanc,e was 
six 'hundred and five. This shou'ld be considered a fair 
number for a 'Warm summer evening, espedally iIi 

. view of t'he fact that in s'Uch an important church as 
WaLmer Road, fromw'hose ,pastorate the Pr,esident of 
the Baptist WorLd Alliance has just r,etired, there was 
a total congregation Sunday evening last of one h!ln
dred and seventy-thr,ee-one hundred and si;x:ty-three 
in the congregation, nine .in t'he choir, and one in the 
pulpit. . 

The evening sermon appears in this issue. 

Spend yot:tr Holiday~ at 

FI§HER49§ GLE~ 
JUL Y 26th~AUGUST 4th 
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THE RESPECTIV'E MERITS OF TWO HOSTS. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Pr·eached 10 Jarvis Street Haptist Church, ToOrontoO,. Sunday Evening, May 18th, 1930. 

(Stenographically ,Reported.) 

"When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it 
was: (but the servants which drew the water kne~;~ the governor of the fea~t called the ,bridegroom. 
. "And saith unto him, Every man at the begmnmg doth set for~h good; wme;;,and when men have 
well drunk, .then that which is worse: ibut thou hast kept the good wme until now. John 2:9, 10. 
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PRAYER BE~ORE THE SERMON. both the pow·er of God and -the wisdO'm Df God. Even) 
O'Lord, our hearts are glad as we contemplate the w:ealth the sUiblime J:levelation 'of the love of God in Christ is,· ' 

of Thy promises; and at this hour we rejoice in the a'ssurance by not a few, mocked at as something unworthy Df 
that Thou art here in the midst of Thy lPeople, and ·being f h" 1 h 
here T·hou· art p'l'esent in all the fulness of T,hy grace. There their attention. The invitations o· t e gospe t ey 
is no limitation with Thee: there is no one within this build- conceive to be a.s fdo'lish ·as it \V.ould be to off.er sack
ing beyond Thy hel-p; not a soul of woman ,born whom Thou dDth toone clothed in purp1e and fine linen, Dr to' 
canst not bless. And we tha!1ik Thee that Thou hast come call a man from a prince's banquet to a pauper's lunch; 
into this as·sembly for that purpose; for in this day of grace . hId 
Thou art ever willing to receive the humble .penitent, and to . as foolish', they think, as £or Coltunbus toO ave as {e . 
welcome to the Father's house the returning .prodigal; ·to a man ,to relinqi.l,ish his tiHe to 'an estate in Spain fQr 
bless with the best robe, and·with shoes, and with a ·ring for an inheritance in that un'd~scovered country to \lIJihich 
the hand, all who will come em~ty-handedto Thee. We thank he beJU,eved he was going. '. 
Thee that Jesus Christ is the same. We-are ourselves so 
subject to change, so accustomed to changing scenes about But we are told' that the goQspel is foolishnes,s toO 
us; we are subject to moods, to declining .'health and strength; those will 0 . perish, 'and that "if ·O'ur goOspel be hid, it is 
we are conscious all the time of our limitations; and we are hid to them ·tha.t are lost: ,in whom the g.od O'f this 
in danger of interpretin'g Thee in terms of our own little- wDrM hath blinded the minds of Them which believe 
ness, forgetting that Thou art God, and that men .are never 
straitened in Thee. not, lest :~he Hght df the glorious g.ospel of Christ" 

We come to Thee this evening with a desire to sit nt T,hy who is the image 'of God, should shine unto them." 
feet, to rec·ei-ve instruction from the Holy 'Ghost out of Thy That being soo, I think I may be· acquitted of the charge 
Word. And as we ·come to deal with these verities of the f f .. b· d f hI· 
faith, and of human experience, we ,know well that the de- 0' . amvticlsm, 'and may I e relieve .0 t e comp amt 
ceiver will notl:be a.bsent from us, for when the sons of God that I haVie but one Sltr,ing toO 'my harp, if I speak on 
came to present themselyes hefore the Lord, Satan came also the same subject which always engages us, here, and 
among them. This evening we shall all be subject to one of endeaV'our -onc·e again, as God may he'lp me, to set 
these two influences, to one of these two powers. Oh we . 1 . f h d f h Cl . . , 
pray that the strong man armed may Ibe dispossessed, that a t'Orrl somethmg.o t e 3! vantages '0 .1 e lr.lsttan 5 
Stronger than he may take ,possession of many a 'heart this choice. The gospell preacher may haV'e many strings 
evening, that up· to this hour has ,be,e'n closed again Him. tQ his iharp, but 'he s'hoould have one message ,only in 

We rejoice, 0 Lord, in the. love of ·God. We worsh~p Thee, hi.s s'Ong. He may have many arrows' in his quiver, 
Thou Father, Hon, and Holy -Ghost, because Thou haslt loved b . M S 
us with an everlasting lov,e. There is none' like unto our 'ut -only one 'Object for hiS aim. r. purgeononce 
glorious Lord, Who is altogether lovely; He is the 'standard- alddressing hi·s s,tudents said, "Young gentlemen, ·it is 
bj:larer, the chiefest among ten thousand. Oh that men's eyes p'ermissible for a preacher sometimes to wander fronI 
may be op,ened to behold His -beauty, that they may yield to his su.bject, pr'Ovided onfy that he always sticks to his 
His attraction, that they may he won forever to be His Bride. ob]· ect." '.. 
Look upon this congregation ,this evening. We are all sinners. 
unless Thou hast saved us Iby T-hy grace; and ev,en then we Our busi.ness is so to preach, so to tea'ch, that men 
have need daily to confess our sins; and to seek cleansing at may see the wisdom 'Of malking choice '0.£ Jesus Christ; 
T.hy .hands. We are all weak, we are all foolish. Oh, how S'O to .s'ing, iif s.ing we can, that .others may learn t'o. 
foolish we are, how'iblind to our ·highest interests! How stub- M L 
Qornly set upon doing our own,wi1l! Grant us. we pray Thee. sing !the song .of -oses and the ambo 
the heavenly wisdom this evening, the wisdom. that is from N ow I think' it is very easy to teH you how every 
a.bove, which is first 'Pure then peac·eable. Make us ·every Qn.e of us, old and young, may have a happy marriage. 
one wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. llhe proper way is to marry the right p~rsbn. If yoOu 

May Thy wo·rd co-me to us· with convicting and conv·erting make.a 'mistake there, Y'0ur 'bi. lunderis irrevoc.able. 
power. There are some here perhaps who have long post-
poned the hour of decision, w.ho have known by the touch of Ther:e are TWO wooing the hearts of men: there are 
God upon their own spirits, their ne·ed of Christ, and who have twoQ princes seeking to entertain, .and I shall try to teU 
seen somewhat of the spiritual realm, but they -hav·e seen you which is :1lhe 'better of ,the two. I know it is a 
only men as trees walking. Give them a clear vision of d'ffi I d . 
spiritual things this evening. ·Helop them that their eyes may I cult task. have once or twice attempte to dls-
not ,be holden as the Lover of their souls 'Passes by. o.h wilt suade people from marr~age. 'I -think in over thirty 
Thou not COOllIe and remove, every veil and reveal Thyself to years· I succeec1ed onlly 'Once. I was happy 'in that 
us in all Thy beauty. Many of us can say, Thou knowest success, and I think so 'at least was one of the parties 
that we love Thee. We would fain love Thee more; we desire 
to serve Thee better; we long to be truer and more faithful wit- ,to ;the proposed contraot. It· is a difficult thing toO 
nesses for the God of gmce. Come to us in power and great dissuade men 'and women from giving their hearts toO 
tenderness this evening, that this service may mark a very oOne whoQ is unworthy ,of their trust in 'a spiritual s·ense; 
distinct advance in the life of Thine own ·people. A.nd may and Sltilil more difficult to woo ·and win them for 'the 
it mean a crisis in the 'life of many who as yet -have not .' . 
yielded themselves to Christ.· .Help us to catch the strains divine Bridegroom. 
of the heavenly music as angels rejoiee over sinnel's' repent-
ance. So make us all hap·py in the Lord, for Jesus ,Christ's I. 
sake, Amen. . 

It is said in this Book that tlie preac'hing of the 'cross 
is to certain peopl-e £,oolis:hness, and to certain others 

Let me tell you How SATAN ENTtRTAINS HIS GUl~S'l·S. 
P.erhaps y.ou do not believe in the existence of Satan. 

Well, you have a philosophica1 probkm on your hands, 
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if you dlO nOlt, for there are a good many things which 
are difficuLt. of expIanation, apart from the assumption 
of .his existence. Everyone of us is conscious of being 
subject to the play of thes,e two in~fluences; and just 
as surely as we .kno'w that tj1.el'e is an Holy Spirit 
Who speaks. for God, [lOr righteousness, for .truth; for 
light and. life, and Iheaven, so aIle we certain that there 
~s a spirit which speaks for evil, and would drag men 
down and 'away from God.' . '. . 

We are traveJlers, everyone. This world is like a 
great city in which there are but two :hostelries, 'and 
we must -find accommodation in ,one pla'ce or the other. 
If Y'ou ·do not get' your 'breakfast at the tab-Ie of the 
Lord Jesus, or 'by His Messing, J.ike the disdples did 
in the olden ti'm'es When they had breakfast at the sea
s~de, then you must break your f'ast, or find what satis
faction you can at the table of the Devil' himself. 
When you arrive -in the railway station of any city of 
consi'<ieraJbJe size, you usually ,find, as .you go from the 
train, la'n larmy of baggageIpen, runners, flOr various 
hotels calling the names of their houses of entert~in
ment. I remember some Y'ears 'ago, Iiefore the days. 
of motor. cars, there was a certain .Ii,ttle village in 
On,tarilO .from 'which ther:e ran· to another village a 
stage carrying tmveJ.lers 'back and forth. And there 

.wasone old man who had llong enjoyed the monopoly· 
. of the busineslS', -which seemed to be fairly pro·fitabl·e,. 
carrying passengers· and expIless and ;baggage. An
other man ente~.ed into competition with him, and v·ery 
so.on they began to cut price,s. But the prices were 
l,ow enough in the beginning, and they had not far to 
go. in their ,cutting. They r,educed the fare from one 
pl'ace to another to the min:imum. The old man who 
had enjoyed th~' monopo.ly of the 'business for so l'Ong 
was an English-speaking man alothough he spoke it 
bmkenlj. One day when the travel'lers alighted from 
their trains: ·he said, "I will taJke you to such a place 
f.or 'nu1ltings' 'anld give you your dinn'er." The other 
man eouId not stand that com:petition. The old man's 
stage was full of tl'avellers .that day, and the other 
drove an empty waggon home. . 

I should like no be r,u,nner for Chris,t's house of wine 
this .evening, and to rt:ell you of the kind of entertain
ment He prepares for His guests. I sho.ul:d like to 
tell you what a Lover He .is, and how He pro.v.idles for 
such as' yield to His affections, on the one hand; and 
to. show you hlOw terribly decei~ed they a,re who refuse 
His overtul'es, and who p'ermit themselves to sit down 
at anort:her tahle than His. 
. Now when the Devil entertains; He always puts forth 

that which is good at the beginning. He puts the best 
upon the taJble ,for the first meal. The governor at 
Cana even observed that that was the invariabIe rule. 
that the good wine was's'erved at the beginning of the 
f~st. Thus the dlevil alw·a)"s offers his beS't at the 
beginning. It WIOuld be Ifol'ly to say that people who 
ar:e not Christians nev.er- have 'a good time. I gran·t 
you it does not Ia:st very '1lQng, and their pleasures are 
not very deep. But they 'are nOit without enJoyment 
of a sort, for in the-,devit's house 'o.f entertaininent, if 
there be not pleasures foreV'ermore, there are pleasures 
for 'a time; and if there ,be not fulness of joy, 'as at 
God's' right hand, there ,is at least a measure of it. 
There are peopl'e .here this' evening who, having ex
cluded Go.d from their lives, have spent many an hour 
in whic'h they 'have had a kind of pleasure. I shouJ.d 

ibe untrue to human experience if I w'ere to suggest that 
pe·op'J.e of the world, who know not Chrisrt:, are always 
long-faced, 'and melancho.ly, ·and never drink of springs 
that are sweet and joy-producing. ' 

There are people who live .in a world of s'ens'e: the.ir 
enjoyments are. essentiaJly sen.sU/ous-they beJ.ong to 
the f1es,h. I do not mean in a gross an.d evil sen~e 
necesSlarily. A ,man is no't to be blamed, I 'suppose, 
if he has good he3Jlth, 'and a vigo.rous physique, if he 
enjoys. 'a good dinner. An'd per.haps it i'S equally 
natural' for his wif'e to find a certain pleasure .in a 
pretty dress; and both 'of them to be rather proud and 
comfortable in their well furnished home. They live 
in the 'maberial realm. They find their satisfaction in 
things 'Which they taste andiltOlUch and handle; "a'Ild in 
that rea·lm they are reas'onably 'happy for a time. Their 
heaven ~s a material heaven. Their streets OIf gol'd are 
literaJ. Their gates. of pearl are real. 

But they find what joy they have in the periS'hing 
things of time; and !the de'Vilis not unwilling that they 
should' have it so. A keen observer- long ago said, 
"\Vherdore doth the way of the wick<ed prosper? 
wheref,ore are all they happy that. deal very treacher
ously?" And stHI another said, "I was envious at the 
fool'ish, when I saw the prosperity -of the wicked." 
He declared that they spread themselves "like a green 
bay tree"; that "their. eyes -stand out with fatness: 
they have more than heart could wish". They were 
not Hke Pharaoh's lean kine: they weIle weIr fed, weU 
nour.ished. There are people 'like that who have so' 
much of This wlQrld. thwt they do not .cci"re very much 
about .any other wO·r'ld. They aIle filled anI(! flooded 
with s·ensuous delights. 

Then there is a. kind of emotiofJ,al pleasure common 
equwl.ly to the just and to the unjust: Many a man, 
whose 'hearthas been as' ha:Ild as flint toward God, has 
tasted of the swe·etso{· human affection. Though a 
man be n.OIt a Chr.is,tian, he may h,ave found, 'an'd may 
still fin.d, a gr·eat delight in his wife and in 'his family. 
There is 'a kind -of ·emotional pleasure which even the 
unconverbed enjoy. But there aIle deeper wells of Ii-f'e. 
there are bigger cups than are to be .found on the 
dev·il's tahJ.e, as I shwH show you: but such as they 
are, -they min'is-ter to human pl,easure. And there are 
multitudes of peopile in this city who pity us who are 
Chri'stians. _ 'fihey cannot understand: how anyone can 
find delight in spiritual things. To them the sp.iritual. 
has no reaLity at all: th,ey are shut up too the things. 
which they can 'see'; they are devoted to the things: 
which are seen and are temporaJ . 

Then, . furthermore, there are springs of intellectual 
exploration and appreciation which minister delight not 
infrequently to the natural man. There is a JOY in 
exercis,ing the powers o:{ the mind. There is a pleasure 
in the i·ntellectua'l realm. 'When men push back ma
terial boundaries and live in a realm of thought, the very 
world rubout them i,s productive of pleas'ure. God 
makes "'his sun to rise 'on the evil and on the· good', 
and s'endeth ·rain 'on the just and 'On the unjust". And 
the silent moonLight, the starry heavens with their 
myri,ad wor1ds, ,the sun spreading his splendours, over 
a cloud-less sky, the f1ower.s of the meadows, of the 
hedgeroW's, the singing of 1:'he 'birds, the beauty ap.·d 
music ·of God's wondrous earth,-there are many who 
have never caught the strain from the heaven-Iy city'. 
who have entered into a measure ,of enjoyment of 
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these things. And the devil .is not unwilling that they 
should drink of that wine. 

Then, too, it is the ,rule of the feast where he provides 
it that the good wine should be supplied in good measure; 
he do,~s not stint the supply; he is content that men 
should continue until they have well drunk. Oh yes, 
I have met men in middle li:£e, and past middl·e l·ife, 
w.ho were still enjoying the drevil'"s banqueting table. 
They had not got to trhe bottom ,of the clip yet; . they 
were still finding pl}.easnre in the 4:hings .of the world. 
No, Satan ·does not shut· you up to ·one glaSls of wine. 
In the devi.l'S' army his rum .is not rationed: yQU can 
have all you want of it. He is quite content that you 

. sh'Ould continue until you '~have well drunk" at his 
taib,le. He puts the best appIes ,on top .oif the basket, 
and he i!? not content wi,th one l'ayer. He wants y.ou to 
think you have .the real thing. The apples that are 
wormy do not ap'p'ear on the top. The devil is like 
~ny professi.onal gambler; he is· willing that his dupe 
should w,i.n for a~while. He knows that he can take i,t 
all away in 'a moment, and poor foolish men s.ay, "I' 
am getting rich", when he lets them win. When the 
Oliv'er Twists ask' for more he always gives them 
more. When this Nimrod bates his trap he puts in it a 
bountiful supply, and the po'or dupe walks right into 
the trap before he knows it ,is a trap; he thinks he is 
having a good time, until "men have well drunk". 

Then there ·is another thing: The provisions of the 
devil's table are appetite-creating: they are intoxicating, 
so that when a man has had one glass he wants mOTe. 
Sin creates an appetite for itse}if. It is like whiskey; 
·it ·is like the taking .of drugs. It lays hQld of a man 
and compels him ·continuallY· to as}< £or more. The 
man says, not .openly, but in his heart, "I 'am going toO 
make so much money: and when I have made that I 
shal1 be satisfied. But I will make that by Ifair meanrs 
.or foul-I will make it." And when he makes tthou-

. sands, he wants a million, and when he has made that 
he wants more. Sin is "like the hors·e leech that neV'er 
say-s, "It is enough". The man has never had enough, 
even though sur.£eited-oontr3Jdictory as that may 
seem ItO be: He is like many a man I :have known, 
who says of his :appetite 'for drink, or for S"ome other 
sin, "I hate it; I loathe .it. I long to be de'livered 
from .it, but I am always after it, and it is after me 
and I want more!" Yes, they who feast at the devil's 
table become drunkards and glu4:tons, and never cease 
from trheir feasting unless grace in terV'enes. 

Oh, my dear friendrs, ·S"OOner or later he 'always sets 
forth that which is worse. "When men have wetl 

. drunk, then that whidh is worse." . Like Childe Harold, 
of whom Byr-on said:. 

"Long-.absent Harold re-appears at last; 
He of the Ibreast which fain no more would feel, 
Wrung with the ,wounds which kill not, but 

ne~er heal; 
Y'et Time, who changes all, had alter'd him 
In soul and :aspect as in age: years steal 
Fire from the mind as vigour from the limb; 

And life's enchanted cup but sparkles near the 
brim." 

"Sin alw.ays has two aspects, distinct and contrast
ing aspects: the .one is that which she _assumes befor·e 
her end is' gained and the deed done; and the other 
that which she has put ·on after she has ensnared her 
dupe, and" hung her fetters on his sou1. How musi·cal 

in the ear olf Jud·as was the jingl!e .of the .thirty pieces· 
O'f silver while the 'bribe was dan'gling in the purse' 
o.f the treasurer of the ·chief priests and the elder's'r 
Y'et. holW dull and tinsel was its ring as he dashed them: 
down upon the table in hi,s agony, after ,their lustre~ 
had been tarnished by the tinge of harmless blo,od r 
How Ifair' the enchantress when she came to him with" 
her pro:mis.es; yet how hard and haggard weroe her' 

· mocking features when the maSk had faUen, and iher'". 
· real mce was seen! And is jt not always so] Have' 
you noQlt f,ound it .so every time you have dallied with 
the charmer, and lisltened to her yoice? There's many' 
a deadly poison whi·ch is pleasant to the taste; there's' 
many la rratal :lullaby which i,sch:arming to the eaT;' 
there is many a Dead Sea apple that .is tempting to' 
the e)'ie; there's many a Mood-stained han'd that 1s-, 
gloved in velvet. Si.n is 'a siren while she tempts, but 
an ugly raw-lboned hag whe.n she has her prey within 
her toils. Those tress'es which S"eem so comely maY' 
change to .sting the hand which ·slmoothes them; those' 
daveHke, winsome, eyes that swim so wantonly, shall 
flash like basilisks if. you 'are ,captivated: by their 
blandishment·s. The bqoom upon those lips is painted 

· to d'e-coy the heady trifler, and the ~iss o:f Iust im
plan.ted there shall wash away th'e lying bloom, and 
show the livid, corpse-l~ke, grin Of the death's head. 

"There is s'a,id to' have been kept in the haNs oIf the· 
inquisition a beauteous statute o(a virgin. The paint
er's tenderest strokes had :been expended to give love-· 
liness to trhe face, and the scul:ptor's u~most -sk.'i11 had 

· ibeen e11lLi'sted ·to 'add ·charm· to chanTI in the roqnded' 
mouMijng of form and timl!). The white arms were 
endraped and extended wide. as thougJh to embrac~; 
the eye, 'and lips, 'and the whole attitude were .fun 'of 
winning invitation; and ·the rpro.fes'!3Iing ,penitent was· 

. led into this fa,ir presence and commanded to adva:nce 
and emlbrace rthe figure. As soon as he drew near"' 
to meet that bending neck and stooping. smli!le, the fair' . 
white ·arms encircled him""':""not with the caress of love,. 
but wi,th the vice-like clutch .of vengeance; and the' 
bQsoiri11Opened and the lips ex.panded, ,and a hundred
gleami'ng kniv·es s!h0lt from -the v1'r.gin figure trans.fix
ing the vicfim with a hundred s-carlet stabs; the p'arted' 
·li.'p's pushed forth a barbed tongue and slhowed fanged
teeth to lacerate and tear;' in short, the beauty was' 
iransformed :intoa 'beast. The fairy form 'becatme an 
armoury ·of poinards, whose ·every oharm {:oncea.led· 
a ,dagger, ·and Wihos·e every grace Wias death.". 

So it' is with s~n, my dear ,friends. "When· men have
well drunk", when they think th'a·t they have rea'ched" 
the acme of thei.r delights, then there 1.s put for,t'h
"that which is worse". And oh, how bitter is the wine-
of remor~e! . 
. "Who hears 'no trac'e of p,as"sion's evil force? . 

Who shuns thy stings, 0 terrible remorse?' 
\Vho does not cast 

O'er the thronged pages o(his memory's book 
At times a sad', and half reluctant look 

Regretful of the past?" . 
Oh, that we ha·d Ihad wisdom to choose the riiwht r 

"When men have wel.1 drun'k"! How many of them -. 
I have seen who have at last come tQ drink of. the' 
devil's inf,erior wine! "Give 'me the PQrtiQn of goods 
that failleth to .me. I am weary -Qj ,the provender ()Jf 
my father'·s house. Let me be gone' thai I may mark 
out my 'own 'career, and determine ulpon my own en-
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tertainment." And .he ·does it. And when ,he has 
spent 'aU and is in 'Want, he 'comes to It!he Slwine trough 
Q·t last. That is the course of sin: "When. men 'hav,e 
weII drunk, then ,that whi'ch. is worse." 

But what need I 'say tnore on this but to remind you 
that, "In the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the 
wine i,s red; it is full ,of mixtur.e; and he pourert:h out 
of the same: !but ,the dregs 'thereof, all the wicked of 
t'he earth shall wri:ng them out,and drink them". 
lBel'shazzar" dninks his good Wline hetore 'his Wiives and 
'his n.obles in the golden vessels from the house of God 
unti-l 'all have well druntk---lbut oh, ,the 'Unutterable 
agony of that moment Wlhen tha.t almi'g'hlty Hand, 
which has written 'his doom upon the wall, -lays down 
the Ipen. to put to hli·s prayerI-ess Hps the ifiery draught 
of the wine of the 'Wrath of God, which is poured out 
wi,thout mixture into the cup ()If his indignati·on : "Then 
that wihi·ch is worse" ! "Oh earth, 'earth, 'earth, hear the 
word of the Lord": "The wages of sa,n is death"! 

II. 
In 'contrast with this let me tei11 you' the brighter story 

of How JESUS ENTERTAINS HIS FRIENDS. He is given 
no oIl'Portun'ilty until the ~ood wine is ·alU sipent and it 
is said, "They have no \V·ine." Alas, that He s'hould 
so ,000t'en have to sa.y, "Mine hour is not y·et come." 
:v\T'hen is His hour? When others ,have .Ihad ,their 
hour-His 'hour ·aLas! is not ,the f~'rSlt, lilt -is -often the 
sixth, it is sometimes' the elev.enth; ,but it is always 
w.hen the ,good wine is done. Men do not 'seek Him 
:in 'ProSiperi,ty. Joseph f.jnds his 'OPPol'tll'nity wihen 
the s·even years of pIenteoUisIless are ended, and the 
seven years df dear,th.'begin no come. ,And Jesus ,finds 
his opportlunity then too. ELis hour strik~s when there 
is a pause in the feast, wih,en men stop to ask, "Wlhat 
shall 'We do?" ·That time comes in every li,fe. When 
the ,good wine ,~s done-and while the dev+F hast.ens 
to 'brinlg on "that which is worse",---!whi-le it is said, 
"They have no wine", then is' Christ's hour. Have you 
come to that-to the end of the devil's good wine? 
Are you coming to the bottom· of the ·cup-like the 
prodigal? Are you beginning to be in 'Want? You 
hav.e wasted your suibstance with riotous li·ving,-but 
thefore Y'ou drink the worse wine from the swine 
tr-ellUghs,-just 'here, while the cup is 'empty, land Ibe
tfore -it is refiHed, wiH you. a'ccept Christ's ,iuvi,tation 
to dinner? Give Him a chance to prov·e Hi,s love 
for you, and your soul a chance to 'tas'te and see that 
He is ~ood. . 

Let me ,tel,l you ofhe rule oIf the house. You know 
'how often ·chi·ldr·en, if they see fruit or 'conf'ectionery 
on the tahle, want to belgintthe .meall with ,that; and 
declare they have no 'a'ppetite for ooars'er \food. But 
Q wise mother. will il1s,is.t, 'fhart: they erut Ibroead before 
ca·ke. And it i's so in the .christian Hfe at the Lord's 
table. We must ·eat bread first, and leave the daintier 
food. fqr by and by. The poorest wine first is the rule. 

Jesus never decelives those w.ho wou.ld be His di,s, 
'Ciples. On ·the 'cross He drank vinegar-and He teloLs 
us ,tha't if w'e would he Hi,s .discipl,es we mus't bring 
the oLd nature, the old man, to the 'cross, we must. 
cliudfy ·the flesh and the alffectlons ·and lust--.and to 
t\;J.e old na·ture s.llIc'll wine wiII 'be as vinegar. But it is 
giv,en us at the beginning.· The vinegar now, '~he 
!honey by ~nd by. And 1:lhe very persons who are 
attracted to the devil's ta'ble by that Iprinciple,---I1he 

best wine first,-are repelled from ChriS't's t~ble by the 
opposite principle,~the vinegar first. 

But phis poorer wine i's kept 'i'n limited sUiPlply-it 
:is not continued unti:l men hav·e well drunk. W,e 
come in ra1gs to the ibanqu'eting house, and, !fainting on 
,the Ithreshold, we are ,given the wine O'f repentance
and it is not pleasant---'it is hi,tter medidne whi'ch .few 
relish-ibut He who 'puts it to 'our lip.s, holds in His 
other hand in the -golden chaliceo:f grace ,thes.weet 
wine of for-giveness ,to ,take the hitter taste away. 
Haman pass·ed ,through the palace to ,the ,gaMows and 
tthe grave, Modecai from heing a de slPiis ed, rejected 
Jew', to be "known as fhe man whom the ki'ng .deJi.~hted 
to honour. Joseph pass'ed from slavery ,to ;prison, and 
.from ,the prison -to the throne. The wilderness lies 

. ,between Egypt and the Iland 'of prom1ise---Jbu,t yonder, 
beyond the swelling Jordan, is the .land flowing with 
milk and honey. 

Christ's poorest fare is better than the devil's best. 
N Q Ifault was found .with the wine pl'Ov,ided at ,the tbe
ginning. The 'governor supposed that ,the usual 'cus- . 
010111 was 'being observed, i,t 'was only when he tasted 
what had ibeen reserv,ed that in .comparison tlhe \-vine 
of the beginnin.g seemed Ipoorer. And we Wiho have 
tas'ted that the Lord is gracious, have no complaint to 
·oHer as to our pr,esent entertainment. The wine of 
the beginning is g00d: Christ's vinegar is sweeter 
than the devil's honey. His \frowns are heal.t,hier ,than 
Sa'tan~s smiles; His midnigtht 'brighter than the devil's 
noon. The believer is li!ke the littJ.e chi'ld who says, 
"I don't care how nasty, ,the medkine if mama helps 
me take it 'by hold.ing the .cup." The. pres'ence of 
Jesus neu:tralizes. ev,ery sorrow and ,glorifies 'every' 
tear. He IS the branch that sweetens all our M·arahs; 

. the Prophet who shares tp.e 'widow's pov.erty and 
makes her wealthy iby His presence; who makes the 
furnac·e a Ipala,ce where His ohildren are app.areHoed 
in gold; who makes the den of Jions the safest p:la.ce 
,this side olf heaven; who mak,es 'that wretched ·.cellar 
~a W'ido,,,~s only ihome, where she sits 'shivering i,n 
the winter's 'coId, a ·crust of 'bread, a cup of water her 
·only food,-I s·ay it is Jesus who makes that wret'ch
·ed ;p,Iace a ,pa1ac·e, and that meal a ibanquet,and fiUs 
it ~ith,~ musk which angels joy to hear as s·~e ex
dalms, I thank T.hee, 0 Father, that Thou hast given 
me a:ll this, and Christ beside." 

But, brethren, the best wine is for by and by: 

"N ear after distant, gleam after gloom, 
Love after lonelines's, Hfe aft·er tomb; 
After long agony rapture of bliss, 
Right was the pathway 

Leading to this." 

I cannot teII you what that wine wiJ.I Ibe lik,e. It 
is with the principloe we are concerned: the Ibest is 
yet to come. Allid th,i·s w.ine was not produced by a 
natural but Iby a supernatural p·yocess. "And there 
,were set there six watenpot-s of sot-one, after the man
ner 'of the purifying of the J.ews, containing two or 
three firkins api,ece .. Jesus saith unto . them, Fill the 
waJterpots with water. And they !filled t·hem ·to ·the 
Ibrim. And he sa·i!th unto them, Draw ou.t .now, and 
bear unto the governor of the feast." And that was 
,the hest wine. And' s,tiIl we are at a wedding [east. 
And Jesus is to sanctify and cleanse His .bride by the 
washing 0'£ water by the word. And s.tiJ.l there must 
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needs 'be waterpots of .stone for purposes of purifying. 
And by ·Christ's command .they are filled from strange 
sprjngs. One is lfiUed from the muddy marsh of 
penury, another IfI'Om 'tlhe deep, 'ca!lm river of pea'ce, 
another from .the deeIP, dartk, well of pa,in,one from 

. the bitter waters ,oif persecution, and one is filled from. 
the silent river that £lows away ,to a shoreless sea. 
And these consci,ous waters see their Lor·d and blush, 
a·~.d behold such wine as ·cannot be press-ed froin the 
clusters of Eshcol. 

weln then, you have your :choice: Whether, like a 
'certain rich man you wiU rece,ive your .good things
your best wine in this lif.e, ,be clothed in purpJ.e and 
fine linen and fare sumptuously every day-and ,then, 
when y.ou have well d.runk-ifl,. hell lift up y'our eyes 
being in torment-'-recei",ing tlhat which ,is worse; or, 
like Lazarus, Ibe contellit to Ibe at the rich man's 'gate 

. here if only you may lie in Albraham's bosom here
after. Make this larter -choice-and though here you 
hav·e the promise· of the lif.e that now is, "the path 
·of ,the just is as the shining Hght, whkh shineth more. 
and .more unto the perfect day", and then, when the. 
day shall br,ea'k and the sha·dows flee away- . 

"When from the music round 'about you -stealing· . 
You learn to sing that new and holy S'ong, 

And find a't ,l:ast beneath His ·trees -of healing 
The life for which you long." 

And when the marria·ge ·o·f the Lamb is ~me and 
His wife hath ~ad!e herself ready, and the multitude 
of the redeemed s'haU gather 3Jt .that festal board,. you 
s'hall join the· harmonious shout of gratitude an.d 
praise: "Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! Thou hast kept th.e good 
wine until now;" 
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SUNDERLAND ASSOCIATION. red in New YOllk, after his rong journey ish ·Gos-pel literature was given away. 
The AnIllual meetillig' of the ISunder- from the coast of Liberia to this' conti- and there W8;Sl a cal:l :f.or more. 

~and Dis·trict Association of Re·gula.r Bap- -nent.·. So let ,us "praise God from. whom all 
Itist Churche's met in Barrie, on Wednes- * * * * blessings flow", and continue :praying 
day, June 2·5'tfu. 'EIEllVeIII chul"Clhes were for the above lID'enti-o-ned' ,need'S.-ArthuT· 
rep'resented and mo-re than one hundred AMONG THE JEWS. E. 'Glass, M-i-ssion'ary-in-Ch~rge. . . .. 
p.eople were present 'at the ses,si.ons'. R&;- For a long time the buHding, in whidh ... * * .•. 
ports from the' various churches, gave we carryon our ~ork h.as been.a very THE WAR IN LONDON. ' 
every reaSQn' for thanksgiving. AU -told unhe·althful place In wthiClh to lIve, on The edi,to·r of the·se notes' iliad the 
of missionary activity, of :branching out I8cco.~nt of the d!am:pness of. -the cellar hapP'Y 'Privilege of visiting the pastor 
to uneva'D1ge'l'ized :p'~aces, of s'pR-itual and Its IIlIU's·ty OOOJN"; bu·t now It has ibee'll and wo·rk ·at the .Cen,tl·al Baptist. Church 
gr·O'Wth, of conve·rsions, and ~aterial cemented and the rooms !have ~een of London, OntarIO, l'ast weelk. Tru~'Y, h(l, 
blessings.' papered. The J!>rd, at the s'ame time, felt a little· like the Queen of Sheba. 

Tlhe retiring iModel"lator, Mr. J. Bon- ha~· been .s'IlpplYlll; the funds f,or -the re- wJ-ien silLe declared ·that the hahf had nol; 
thl"lon, of Orillia, 'in 'his opening address, paIrs, ~ut our frIendis m.ust n'O:~ forget been told her in her own country. The 
told the gatherirug why he was a Regular to C()JlItmue to ·PTay :!lor the suprply of the building,. about which our readeTS have 
iBaptist, and later in the day the Mod- rest of the funds' needed there:f.or. already beelJl iri.ftor:med~ is both cQmmodJi
erator for the ensuirug year Rev. W. W. Then on WedlnesdJa,y, Jul'Y 3m, ''We had ous and comif{)rtable, beautiful and home
Fleischer, o-f ,Stouffville, p·ointed out the a glorio~s time. We had forty-five to like. From the portico of. tall.pillars b~
need .of letting' the Regular B8ipti~t wi~ fi:f.ty.Jewlsh men and w()~en attend our. ;fore the d~rs', to the quami!; fll~~p1ace I:IJ. 
ne.ss' shine before the commun~ty 1ll Engllish classes, af~er WhICh we· had a the· p·asto·r s stu~, the whole gIves e!l-' 
which we m{)ve. Rev. W. J. H. Brown G;.os·pel messa~e gIven .to them fr~m de~ce of 'attentIon to aN· thos!! detao}l~ 
spoke in: the ,afternoon on "The . Comforts Blble.lan~ Slhde.s. IAll but :!lo'1;l,r or fIve whIch make rpeop,le p·roud of thenr church. 
in the Ohristian Life", and again in the ll"~allled :lio·r .the ~Go~pe'l ·servlce. The ihoone. ASI we' saw wh~t had been dione" 
evening he gave a message on "The New. wrIter 9poke lIIJ YIddIsh, so tha~ f!fVery a·nd heard th~t the. building had been. 
Life":-'born of God' bom of Christ born Jew theTe would undel"lBtand. ThISI calls erected, ey.en I~ludilIl;g the c·ost of the, 
of. the' Spirit.: The 'speaker asked 'for a for more teachers· fo·r the incomirug stu- two hun!h:ed and thirty·-foot lot, at a ~t: 
fresh and full consecration of that new d,en:ts. MondlaY and Wednesday from figure of a!bo,ut '$65,000, and that fo-r SIze 
life to God's seTvice Just before the eight to nine-thirty P.llll· is the time. In and be·auty it c(}uld no,t 00' rep'laced f·ol' 
evening service the· delegates gathered 8ul!lmertime we .want to 'be ma.kirug hay $l:00,~00,.~ said! in the WO!QSI of S~ri~
outside the church f{)r a half-an-hour of whIle the s<un- sihmes. Any y()ung p'eorple ture, ''DhIS' IS' the LOl1d's dOIng, and' It IS: 
open-air singing and testifying. who w!I~ come and .h~lrp uS', hav:e' the op- marvell~,()IUS iIII our eyes". 

Before the ses'sions dosed the e~ecu- portumty to ibe JIIJlSiSll.onarleB· rIght here MateriaUy, the wOl"k is -a: marve'l, when. 
tive were instructed- to- :set a time· and at. home. . . ,we remember that the present building-
:place 'f'or a meeting in ·the F'alil, which 'The Lord has been blessing our opern- was made· from ·an oM residence; but spir-. 
lW'ould be entirely devoted! to the edifying air meetings" which we ho·ld .e·very Sun- .itual'l'Y' the marve'l is gre'ateir still.. 
IOf the· saints· and the PTeadhing of the day afternoon from three-thIrty to five Throlligh the trum.p'et ministry of Pastor 
GOSipet Next year the Association will o'eloc·k at Aleocander Pal"k, on Ryers'on McGinlay, score after score, of, aU 
meet in lindsay at a date set for the- AveIIIUe, near Dundas .street, one block cbasses.of people, have come to a saving· 
:month of June. The :tadies of CoIHeT east of Batihurs't. We give .the Gospel ilm()wledige of 'the Christ of G.od!. One 
Street, Barrie, served SlUppe·r, for which in Yiddish, E-ruglish, Rus'sda1ll, P.olisih, Ger- thing that has attracted atten-j)IO'Il to the 
about one 'hundred ;people sat down.- man and Ukranian. TJ-ie JeWIS un.d.eTs,tand unuS'Ual ministry of "this McGinlay", is.-
A. C. W. . all! these languwge:;, so they receive a ,that last Nov.emlber he declared war on 

* * * • .goodly, health.ful dose of the Gos~l. We th~ r~U:gious hyrpoocrisy of Lond'On, and' 
have a s'tand~ng crowd aIllYWhere from !S1~Irm1shes· and. battl'eS1 have since been 
one .huDld!red and fifty to two hUIlldred and the OiI".der of the day. Naturally M'CGin~ 
slf!JVent-y-five peo'Ii~eI who sta.,. right Ilia-y's enerruies have multip'1ied with am-az
through to the end. Towo wee:~s ago at iIllg rapidity, but a1l' will admit that the, 
theopeIII-air meetiHg, f!fVery piece of J·ew- city knD'WIs ~hat- there is one man who. ilt 

MISSIONARY LEWIS. 
By the time· this p'aper is in the handls 

'of our readers, We expect that OUT mis.
sionary, Rev. A. J. Lewis, wnI have land-

\ 
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jI.'ot afraid to s'peak out againJS't the' pre- Ihe toM! the ,story ,of his family and' their 
~t cem:e'teTy condition of thingiS'. Many ~·onversio.n f!l'om the' dark1l!es's of J,udaism 
'Who ,once were a,ngry opponents, thllough to ,the dawn ,of 'Chrisltianity, to an ~ud~
(hearing the preac:hin1g for 1fuemselves, ence of about ()n~ hundred and: SIXty. 
have become fast friends and not a few Through the meetmgs so far several 

.lOf them, members. Many' othe'r churehes 'have p'l"Ofessed faith in Christ. 

.are on the rocks.. ,but this churclh is on * * * * 
m'he Rock. On Sunday, JUly 6th, eight 
,confess'ed Ohrislt.- LaSlt Sunday there 
:Were- ,over thirty to .be given tbe right
.\hand ,of church feHowslh,.ip. The Central 
!people decLare that their's iLthe United 
,Church of London, f'Or they ,have in theIr 

- )memberll'h~p thO/s,e who, wer-el 'Reg11lJar 
JBaptis'ts, iConvenm'on Balptists, Pr-esby1;er
ja1l!S, Angl~cans' 'and United Ohurch! Of 
,COUllse, aH are now Regular Baptists;' 

PASTORAL CHANGES. 

Rev. Donald Fras.er has become p'astor 
of Wes,tboro Ba:ptist Church. We wish 

Ih:im much bIeSising in his min'istry in 
that subul'!b 0'£ ObtaJWa. . 

,Rev. J. Dodds win, D.V., ,say fareweH 
,to WheatIey the last SU'nd!ay of this 
month, and the :following Sunday begin 
,his pastorate in the -South End Baptis,t 
:Ohurch, Owen Sound" wlhich P'astor and 
Mrs. Hancox left to goo to Liberia. 

* * * * 
RECEPTION IN TIMMINS. 

On the Wednesday evening of ,our visit, 
·:w'e' attended the pray'er meeting" to find 
,two' hundre<d! 'a,nd sixty-five pe,!;,s'ons pre
,s'ent for tes,timony and! inte!l'CeSls.ion, as 
'lWe~,1 as to hear a Rus'sian brother give 
.bis remarkable story of transformation 
,!from a Bols,he'Vist to a Re.gIullllr B-apiti'st! 
Seldom have we 'been in such a meetiIllg. On the evening of JlUne 27tih, Fir,st 
In perhap'Si ten lID'inutes' there would be Baptist ,Church of Timmins tendered 
abou't fifty biigih,t testimonie's. 'l1hen f01- ,a very heallty rece'ption to their nelw 
tawed many pray.ers, all of them brief. !pas'tor, Mr. H. ,C. Slade. Short adld'ress
'¥:oung and -old, Imen and women, a very ,es, interspersed with vocal and ins,tru
llarge pr,op'oX'tion of them', con'Verted !n mental m'lls,ic" pr,ovided a Iively pro
-th~ ~ast tw~lve m'!lnth~i, all were. one m ,gramme. At the CIO'Sie PaSltOil' Slade was 
'~PI~t and m theIr ~I~ to glorify our 'presented with a s,tud'y desk of solijd 

,oS'avl1l!g God by the' wmnmg of those for ,oak a token of the' faVlO'1lr with w.hiclh 
:Whom Christ died. ihe 'has been received< in this spiritual 

Truly the Lord: 'is using Mr. Me'Ginlay Ichurch. Already 'the deacons and mem
!in a wonderful! way to the salvation of Ibe'lls are thanking God for this "bis'h;op" 
many s'ouls., ,to the teaching of the Word over the flock rof God. 

* ... * * 
,lOf God, to the rousing of the consciences 
JOi men, 'and! to ~he es,tabli_shment of a 
.g,reat testimony for the TrU'th. 

A council is called to consider the ordi- SORROW AND JOY. IN ST. PAUL'S. 
"llation of thLs p'aSil;or" the meeting to be Many have been the hinidlrances to the 
;on 'l1ues-day, ;Ju'l'Y' l'5th at 3 p.m. {work of St. Paul's Bi-lljngual Baptist 

,Ch1l:l'ch, and no,w' comes another one. 
Hospital ,observation h:as, shown that 

~MONG WINDSOR FOREIGNERS !Pastor A. S't. J'Blmes is, su:f.fering firom 
- ' • dlia:bet~s; but, we are than'kf'ul' to ada, 

'* * * 

The RusS'ialli brother w,e mentioned proper diet will enable him to carryon 
above is M,r. 'M. Simonis. H;imself a Ihis 'Wor!k. WhHe the p'astor was in the 
-nI!arveI of gr.ace thr.o'll-gh the persistent ;hospital, Mr. Brodie Jamieson, s,tude:nt 
·witnes'Si of others to the IGosrpel, he is of the Toronto Bapbist Seminary from 
.engaged in witnessing !oor Christ. Re- ,this, chuTlC'h" found! real acceptance in hls 
:cently he spelllft four diaY's' with Pa.Stor :p!l'eaching at ,home. S'ince then he has 
1.F. S. Kendiall BIt East Windsor, where !al,Slo p'reached in Lachute, and has 'been 
the Calvary BaptiSlt IChur.ch is' carrydng IaSiked to SlUppliy at Emmanuel, Verdun. 
IOn its, li.ghthouse· ministry among tfu,()IUS- Last Satu.rday evening was a h-a'pp,y 
,'8ndSi o.:f new.: Canadlians. T,he members 'hour for St. Paul's ·Chu'l'lch, fur the "in
;themSielves' ,galthell' for sem,ce in a halll !tercess'ion circle" met in the new buHding 
lover a pooltroom. "But ,beofore their even- !for the firSlt time, .so rapidly has' its 
"ling service they 'hold an open-air meet;.., er~ctiO'll pllogr.essed. The next d!ay was 
ling, at w:hich they ,win 'have an Q·ttend:- Communion Sund'ay, and . the new com
'ance ,of about four. 'hund<red, we are told, munion taMe 'and pulpit fu,rniture,' choice 
'lID'any ,of them foreign. With his trom- ,gifts fl"om frieIlldisl ,of th~s Fren~h work, 
'bone Pasto,r Kendiall leadlS GOSipel s,ing- 'Were used for th~ first ,time. The for
'inlg to a'ttract the people. He himself (lllal opening of 'the cIh'llrch wiH be ac
speaks in English, and then Ivan ,silisch ,companied hy ,a week of S1peciaI services 

·preaches in iRuSSlian. This· man, a for- about the fi-rst of August .. 

* *' * * 
JAMAICA. 
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grace ,going on among the members 
here." ... * * * 

NORTH BAY. 

Pastor J'ames 'Forreste'r rem.inds us ,of 
the a'ppalIill!g need: of the cOUD'try around 
North Bay for ,Go:spel tes'timony. He 
say's there is~ one town near.by with a 
populati,on of five thousand that has no 
Pl'Ioltestant ,service of any kind! "The 
need is oor challenge and ,our authority 
00 evangelize." Mr. W. J. Wellimgton is 
working with Pastor F,orreste'r ;in this 
great field, devoting. :his . enel'gies to 
visitation 'and school-house- meetings. 
On a "'recent Sunday, a district where 
the settLers hav~ little ,chance to hear 
the Gospel, thirty or f'orty lis!bened to 
his pl'eaching in 'a ,school-house, and 
seVieral ,asked for ;prayer. Retul'lDing 
fllom 'a visit with Mr. F-o,rrester ,to Mat
tawa, whe!l'le fOOT. ,poverty-stri.cken In
di'ans had profe.s;sed conversion, these 
miossionaries were used ,w God ag,ain in 
a r,emarka<ble way. "Having driven as 
far as Bonfield, a ,settlement of twenty
two :miles -distall!Oe from North Bay, we 
were compelled tovlea"e 'our car for re
pai'rs" ,and contim'lle 001' jo,u'l'ney ,on foot. 
As . we sat to :r<est by the road-side, ,a 
man, bound in the diorection o.pposite to 
ours, oame walking by. By handing him 
a tract, we introduced a c'onversa;tion 
which provedi to 'be ,of ogre'at impo:r<tance. 
The man !had- walked f.rom Sudbury, 
where, 'as a no,ted sinaI,er, hoe had wasted 
his Hfe and Iarge 'supply 'of money in 
riootous living. Fa:mily troU'bIe 'also 'had ' 
weIghed so heavily upon him that he 
was driven alm-o'st to de'spair. He was 
now read,y 'to l'eceive 'an'ything which 
could clear his trouibled conscience and 
cleans.e !his' heart and ,Hfe. As' the 
glol'ioUos Gos'p'el ,message was told, it was 
quite touchi:ng to 13'00 the Ionging 'Iook 
which came UP'lm ,his face. At the in
vitati,on to Christ, he ,at first hesitated, 
but at last, in complete surr,ender, he 
knelt with us' on the dusty 'grass, bei-olle 
God, ,and cri'ed, 'Lord, s'ave me for Jesus' 
s'a,ke.' Then, thanIcing GOod for His im
medi'ate deliverance, he ros'!! to his' fieet, 
a new- Cl1eature in 'Christ. 'I feel as if 
my :gTIe'at bur,den had gone,' hoe said. 
Fi.nally, with th1e 'new song' of the 
psalmist, he went his way. 'Many shall 
see it and fear; 'and 'shall trust in the 
Lord.~ This instanoe aff'ords 'one an. in
srught into the prepal'ed state 'w thous
ands ,of sou~s 001 this 'gl'leat fi'eld. They 
are as' the ripened fruit, rea;dy for pluck-
ing." . 

* ... ... * 
LAPEER, MICHIGAN. 

iner officer of the W,hite Army. was 
.~onverted but two years ago. Another 
Russian preacher also -ass-ists. The Slmall 

'membership of 'the German Baptist 
·Church ,0'P'Pos'ite the meeting place of o-ur 
'!beSltimlony, coop'eTl8.te. in mi,nisteiiIllg to 
,a popuIation 75% of whidh is foreign. 

Thii.s church' is :r<ejoic-ing in havin.g paid 
off its dElbt a y,ear 'ago, and i'll' havIng 
been a'bLe'to meet its current ,O'bligations. 
Pastor Peter Md. ,CIasper 'Was, called to 
the pastorate about three y.ears Sig,O, and 
has done a "good work ,here. He i,s an 
indefatigabLe worker. He gives' much 

A peTSIonal leUeil' from Rev. J. W. attention to the us,e alIl-d distribution of 
Knight of Cl'al'Imsonv::i1:Ie, Jamaica, tells tracts. All who ',meet him soon find .. ,* • 

WORKING ~N -FERGUS. 

The Jewislh evangeliiS't, -Rev. -Fred Ken
.dial, continues to ·pr.eaCh j.he·Wordl.of life 
;ill ,th.e J$)WJI. .~f ':Fe;~~ :~fi.!!!; ::;unday 

• 0 

10f fotH' recent convers-ioIllSl, two o-f whom 
jmade profession IQf Christ at a morning themselves in poss'eSSli'on of tracts. Out 
\Service, and two, in their homes~ At a of hill' assmment of them, he seems able 
!gatheriIllg in on!l! of the O'llt-.stations. on to f.u'r.nish each individual with the par
'a Sunday afternoon, "a number -of chlld-
lren raised their ,hands, and: we trust that tieuIar tI-act that 'meets his needs. A 
jSoone of them wer.e Tea:l conversdons. I six mGnths' old SM, James Peter, daims 
'believe there is a deepening worik rof· a little attenti-on of thi.s .'busy pastor. 
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Baptist Bible Union Lesson Leaf. sacrifice' covered the sin 'of all time, past '~here -is ~o sign ().f re'PEmtance. His, pun':' 
as well as future. '.. l"s-h<n?-ent IS ~ter 1fuan he can ,bear, and 

The .attitude of th.e Lord towa.rd the he IS af'l'ald, and driven thus from the 
V_o_I._V_. ____________ N_o_. _3 offerings·.of these men is stated d~s- P!esence of the Lord, that any finding 

REV ALEX' THOMSON Ed' tinctly. He· had "respect 'Il1lto Abel and hIm s~alI s,Lay him. This p'resrupposes 
•. , Itor. to his' offering, but unto ·Ca.in and to his a <;0~ldea:ab1El' increlilSe in populoation and 

offering he :ha·d n()t reSlJiect".. Th'ere W8IS thIS IS qUIte pr(J!ba·ble for runtD Ad/am:, and 
July 27th, 1930 a difference in the nature of the o,ffel'ings, Eve wer.e bopn :s,onSi 'and da'llghters. (Oh. Lesson 30. 

Third Q,:,-arter. but there was aISiO a difference in the 5:4) Cam' diid not show 'any grief over 
men. "By :liaith", we are in!f.ormed, '~Abe~ the. mu,rder of', his' wothe'l' and! did not 

SOME FIR~'.f THINGS. offered unto God a -more excel1ent s'acri- hes-l~ate to take his Life but he was 
Lesson Text.: "GenesIs, chapter 4. !fice than Cain, by wbich he obtaJinedi wi<b- adiral(t ,of his own skin. ' This jig. ver 
Golden Text.- . And Ab~l, he also brought ness that he was righteO'lls, God :bestify- (J.ften the way with .murderers. W! 

of the firstlIngs of hIS flock and of the ing of his. gifts: and' by .it, he being s-hould do unto ,othea-s as' we wouLd! hilwe 
. fat thereof. And ~he Lor~ h~,d respe~t dead, yet spe'aketh". (Heb. 11:4) Abe[ them dlo unto us. (Matt. 7:112') T!he 
~~:' Abel and to hiS offermg. GenesIs ,0f!'eTed! in ~ait~, qai~ apial1.'t, from it; and an~'we! ,of God'. to the expr~ssed feail' of' 

1 THE FIRST SEED ( 1 2) wJ:thou:t faIth It IS Imposs'];ble ·to plea:g.e Ca1n 15 that If anyone slay him ven.-
.' " . vs.,. God. (Heb. 11:6). We have pre'SJeIIl.ted geance ~.orul~ be taken on hj.m S'even'" 
. G~nes1'SI IS pec~1iM'ly the hook orf be- here, liy.pe,So ,of t~e human f'amily~Abe'l fo~d, ~ He.:set a mark ~pon Oalin, lest 

gmm!1gs. In tms chapter sever~} are the s!pmtUl8ll, Cam the carpal-the! one any find1ng ~Im should' kiLl him". Cai'n 
mentIoned, ,the firs'll of' these relatlng to heavenly, a'ccepting Gool'S :rightoousness' expected retrIbution at the hands, of his 
the s~ed' of ,our firs,t P!l'relnts, in the birth the other sel!f-r1g.hoteous: ' brethren for his crime of murder but 
of Cam and! Abe~. ,It 18 thought :l;>y SIOme, The effect 'of h~s' l"ejection was. felt by the marcif.u'l interpos~tion 'of ~, he 
du~ t~, t~e 'omml,siSlOn orf the term "con- mo'st kee'll!l'y ,by ·Cain. He was' "very ~s ·sa~ed· from' this.. Ru,t later i·t is' 
.celved In il'e·lJ8.ltI·?n to Abel ,that the'se wl'O'th and his eounten'ance reU". iln- InstructIve to note· thai!; God, iDlStructed 
brothers were tw.in.SI, but w1;ilIe! thi.~ may .ste:ad ?f penit~e th~re :is! ange!l". 'In Noah oon:ceming the enforceme:nt of the 
ha'Ye been the case,. :the, eVld,ence· I'S' not thIS :hIS real attItude IS hetrayed. loaw il'e~aI!;mg to the punishment of mur
qUIte clear concemmg It:- 'l'herp must T,he aJItswe.r orf God to Cain'.s artititude d~rers by a.eath (ch. 9':4-6). the prin-' 
have been great ex~ectatI-()n on ,the part is' kind'ly and: reasonab1Ei. "If thou d!oest CIp~ie of whI~h ,WBlS' po.SSIi~l;y l!ooers,tood 
o! Adam, a.nd Ev~ -W1~h the a?;y~nt of t~e welJ~, s'haLt thou not be accepted'?" Shal't fl'om ~h'e beglDpmg. Note ItS SIgnificance 
fIrst frullt 'o.f thel,r loms, ThIS IS .seen In thou ,n()ot haVe! the exceJoleillCy-rerferri now ,m t~~ lIght of 'propaganda being' 
t.he ,~ame ~ven t~e ifirst b?,m, 'Ca~t.I, thait to the priviloege.s of the first born. "A: us~ for Its nul~i'fi.cati.on. . 
l~ t gott~n, or I ~~quir:: ' :,nd"In h the, if thou doest not well', sin", o'r s,in'-Offer- IV. THE FIRST CITY (vs. 16-18). 
s· a emen In re ,a· wn 'ere" ' ave ing., "Heth at the door", the necess'ary "And Cain went out from the preBle.nee 
,,gotten' !L ma'n' from the Lord. In the'Sle ofi'ell'~ng for sin by bringing' which Cain ,of the Lord and! dwelt in the l'and of 
there IS an acmo'Y1ed!gement orf the Wlould ,have met with acceptance. "And Nod". T.he presence of the Lord! s' _ 
s?u,rce 'of the, n~ life a~ ~ exp'r~- unto thee shaH be his desh'e amdi thou nine.s th'el pla.ce where Adam 'and his L 
s'~on ·of expectalbon re~ardling: ,the s~g- &halt ruIe oVoer him", den(J.ting the :prjv- scend'antSl worllh-ipped God, probably at 

. nifica?,~e of, the event m rel~tl-(J.n to the iIe;ge ,of prio'rity of biTth. It was' p,o.s- the: ·gate of Eden wher,e were the c,heT-
. Pl'oIl!-Ised is'eed. The'"occupatI'on orf each s~Me Cai.n beIie'Vedi that .by the rejec.tion ublm' (eh. 3:,24). Note the significance 

son IS' then state~- Abe.l W~iS, a ikeeper of his offetring 'he had 10.SIt; the pll."i.v.il~ges of cherubim in il'e,lation to the! pll'esence 
of s-he~p, .but Cam was a biller of-1lhe of hi's. birthll'.ight, 'and thai!; this aroUSled of _ God in other scrjptures (Ex. 215' 
gr~und. Abel theref~ll."e :-nas ,th.e fir,~ his jeabou~y _of, Abe~. Thell'e was Il!() ex- E~~k. 1:10; Rev. 4:6-9). Cain evid'e,ntly 
S'~fi~hird, the, she~Pb be

bl
1D.g t7rcf,~r SIaC cuse for hIS attI,tudie fo'r undoubted!ly Goo had go01?-e I'llito the presence of the Lord' 

. rl CIa purp'o.se.s.pro, a y, '!' I!e M·n was gave ,pll'evious i-JlJSItructi'on thro.ugh< Adam after the murd'ell." of his brother. Now he 
the, seco!lod .~~Slb~nd'm~n, h~S! ~a:the: pre- c(J.ncell'nin:gsacrific~s. E~Ph~is:may be g,?es out fl'lomit :and pro.bably leJasves be
~~di, ~I~ m ~lSl. T:h:''l"e lSi I~ :~I.~ aJSIo pla'ced' up,on the s1n-offe.rm,g, JUs nature, hmd nO't ,0ru'Y' hIS' relatIves but .a.I:1 re-
_ t~ Iv.I·s·~n to.h oc~u:p,a; tIOna- an :':f"' ex

h
- neces'sity, and! accesihility;. ligion. Henceforth !he is' aI thorough man 

1S mg unuo e presen 'ay, Wlw. eac of the w()orl!dl He become the fi ' 
pe,rson inhiSl oWn s'phere, ,that the whole III. THE FIRST :t\iURDER (vs. 8-15). buil.l,,,-' n,am.·1·., .... I't -.e.t hlS" rEs't Clt

h
y 

k "ht b "00 C"" u .... , ..... .....i er s s,on noc. wor mIg. 'e Cal'!"1 on. aIn faIled, to be g'lllde:d by the dlrec- Note there are two Enochs d"ff '. 
II. THE FIRST OFFERINGS, (vs. ~-7). tion .. of Go~, ~~ aHowing :his, anger to tirely in character. ' 1 ermg en-

These ar·ethe first record'ed 'offer!,ngs domm,,:'te hIm, It bl"ou.g!ht hIm to the .dle- V. THE FIRST POLYGAI\IIST ( 
!11th;ougoh ;pil'o.balbLy not the first. offer.lIl'gs 'Ir;adati,on ,of mur.der. He rose ~p a:ga1llS>t 19-24). ViS. 
In tI.me, IllS< Adam wouLd Imdiorubtedlly'pre- hIS bro.ther Abel, and slew hiiIn. The" . . , 
ced·e hiSi s'Ons in this, f,arm of WIOTsohip. parents mus,t havre been agh:aslt at Sluch ,A1'!? L~.m:ech t(J.ok unto hlI~ two
The time! of 1lhe offeringEl ill' first stated. a deed, and, the consciousness of ther own WIves . '.fhIS IS the first transgressIon of . 
They were oft'ered "in proceSISI of ,time" guilt in sinning against G.od! in the goar- ·t~e mialr'rI~e }aw on record. In ~he brief , 
or "in dJue time" .. T,heil'e -may posS'ib1y dem.. must have returned; to. Ibhem afre·sih, hIstory WhIch foLlows s'everail ~hi.ngs. are 
ha,ve beeJi a set ·time of ;the week or the 11)01' if tihey had not sInned thi.s deed worthy of Jl!o-te, namely,. the mventJoollS 
year when offerings were made unto the would not have been c·o:mmittedi. N(J.te, ·of the descendantS! of Cam,_ the prom.in.
·Lord. . Thiis trans'action s'eernS! to. have theref,ore, p'arental respo.IliSibiHty, bo1fu ence of ~he wo.m.en and the stat.ement of 
taken p1!alce at SIOme set 1li.me. The na- before and after the birth of chilldirem.; Lamech II?- :rel~tI'on to ,the slaymg of a 
ture of ,the! offerings, is, then S'tated. al!s-o the '8.IwTu.l possibilities of Slin amd man. ThILS ,evl(l!ently wa~ !IIi thOO'loUlgh1y.
"Cain brought o.f the fruit of the giround" the necess,ity of gaining vieto.ry over the Wlor~d!ly familY', :endleasvourmg ~ ward off 
while Abel "br(J.ught 'of the fil'stlJings of old! man throU'gh Chri:st (,Roon. 6:11-13; the curse. It IS. o! further mtert;st to 
his ·fl,o-ck and 'orf the fat tblereo-f". There Matt. 16:04). The attitud'e of Cain afteT note that the. Canmtes' have no hIstOry 
is' a dill'tinct diifl'eIl'eIIlce between these:two "tlhe deedSl mani£eSlts hiS' unrepentant con- after the fl(J.OOL 
offe·rings'. In the! ,<me there is Il!() bIooo.'c dition. In answer to the qillestion of the VI. THE FIRST PEOPLE OF GOD. 
shed while in the other there is. In the Lo.1"dI oonc.erning· his 'bl"OOher's wfbere- (Vs. 25, 26) . 
. (J.ne, thererfQre, thel'e is' no aclrnoW'lJedig- aoouts, .he g.aid, "I mow no-t:. Am'I my The birth of Seth is a matter of real 
ment Qf sIn, w-hlle in the o1lher there' is, b~o.tbe·r"s ke'eper?" He there£ore liedl to importance in reLation, to the future of, 
In the one it is ·the fruit of the sin-Clllrsed God alJlod ins'olenUy d:i&ClaJimed al~ re- the race, in that thll'ough him came NOaih 
earth W1hich IS! oft\ered, in :the -other it is' spo.nsibilii-ty in the matter. God waSi gdv- and his d'es'Cend'ants. . From 'bhis time 
the Life's b»()ood of the lam;o of the flook. ing Mom an 'oppa.rtunity for confession of until' the fiooo' there alre tWlO lines orf d:e
God' d·esoires our. offering'Sl, 'but in >them ,his sin; ·but ne refused' to take it. Ex- s-cent from Adam, through Cain and 
·all there mus,t be at;L acknoW'Iedgment of p,lana1iIon mlly. he madle of our respon- thl'oug'h 'Seth; the one -repreSientative of 
·our Mnfu~ conditIon, amdJ nothing but sdbHity for others. We should be ()I\ll' the world', ,the other of the Lordi. God 
'death can atone Dor 'our ,sins,. The blood wother's keeper ,or guard. NOlte also alwlays' has His witnesses' ·and! In thOoSie 
of animals was i-nsuffici,ent far tMS! worik, tihat one .sIn Iead'SJ to lMIoother. days when the Cainites had d'ep'arted 
'boo-wever; they but ty;pified: the dJellith of The re·action of Cain to bd.s pumSlhment fr·om Him He had·. a people who called 
the Lamb of God, on Calvary, whose betrays, the realizatIon of its misery, but themselves by His name. 



I 
16 (124) THE GOSPEL WITNESS .J uly 10, 1930 

. -

'ABOUT THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS 

The Gospel Witness has grown since' ~ts first issue in May, 1922, from a small 
church paper into a 16-page weekly paper,' circulating in 43 different countries, 
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tist Seminary; and Book Reviews arid oth er occasional contributions by Miss Olive 
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by Dr. Shields, dealing with the Fundamentalist-Modernist Controversy thro~ghout 
the world, as well 'as theological, ecclesiast ical, and devotional matters in general. 
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