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RELIGI·OUS SPREES 
We have' heard {)if men who make their wives ~ the "mos,t" sa'lt, the "'most" su~ar, 'the "most" pepper.' 

meagr.e "aHowan'ce" for the upkeep of the 'home and (sometimes. 31bbrevia.t,ed to '!pep'), the "most" mus'; . 
the pr-ovisi0ns ·of the fami1ly talble, and who then p·eriod- tard, the "most" sauce, the "most" noise, the "ml)st" 
kally:go ,oi{:f with their friends and lavil>hly ,entertain eXlditement-and, 'incidentally, 'the "most" coHections 
themselves and others with highly-fIIavour·ed, strongly- of any. institution ·on earth. . . 
spiced, 'dinners, .s-erved with intoxicating or ,s·emi-intoxi- The theatre and the circus can scarcely compet.e 
eating·. stimulants. BU't when their physical' systems with their sensa·tions. If they haven't the Ibiggest ele.':: 
have 'become surf~ited w.ith suc:h '1.!nhealthy di'et, '1;lnd phant, they have the greatest "ora.tor"; if they haven'l!; 
t'heir: gluttony and :drunkenness have lprodurced the in- the cU'test ~onkey, they hav;e '''the most scholarly anti
evitabloe rea'ction,in '~I:re impairment ·df 'health and the mankey, aqti-e-voOlutioOn "sCientist"; if /they 'haven't 
reduction p-fenergy, they return to their 'homes and the ."most" thri~Li-ng para,churtist, they· .. have the nio~t 
their'lfa1ithfU!1 wives,.·that they may, thy ;the whoIe'some· daring ell.qcuti:onary aviator. wh0 never takes the alit". 
food ,they supply and by pl'ain hom e-'co oking, nurse" without -breaking '3111 previous 'oratori-ca'l 311tiJtJude rec
them hack to. their :t;lorrp.·al he·alth ag~in. ords; if rthey cannot announce the visit of some re-

This has . .its .para:Uel in re~igliO'us .life. Marriage is a . nowri,ed ·eXlp'lorer:, they ,exploit ~'tffilissi0ns" in the in.ter
divine institution, and 'Was .insthuted ·£oor rt:he p1'Op'a.~a':' . e;sts of a "Cook's Tour" to . Europe. The op·erati.ons 
tion oIJlf .the race; 'and .the fami'ly was ·established f·or of these re1i'gious resta'llrateu~rs.are I?ore than "chilld's". 
the nurture, rearing, and t~~ining 'of children. Simi- ;play, forthC?y range from the Baltic to the Pacific. Their 
lady, Ithe locatl chu1'1c'h was inS!1!iltuted for ,the prop,aga- hearts are alterriate'iy moved for the heathen oIf Cali
tio~ . of the gospel, foOr the propagation of a spiritual fornia and Toronto, and. '~hen for the benlighted of 
ra·oe, r9r the ,rearing of tfamihies compo::>sed of pers'ons Europe, and then once. m01'1e for Toronto. They 
who have been born again) 'and for their nurture and· have 'a mu\btip~ication taMe a'1'l ,their own. Their one 
training in/the thinlgs df GOd. hundred equal ·three, or· f.our hundred, and their ,five. 

hundred 'al1e never less than a thous-and. Their "taher
nac1e" ·1imensions Vlary from "Co~~'OIP''1litan'' to "Met-' 
ropoDiitan," and even ,to the local limita.!ti-ons ~of a little 
vi1'\age like Toronto, and aU within the space ·of abO!u,t 
twenty-four montps. The 'lumber of whi'c'h ·some talb
ernacIes are bul~lt must have been ve,ry green 'to shrinlk 
so much-and 'so qui'okly. 

But there ar·e SoOme prof.essing ChriSttians, Like some 
,women, who -do not want ·to .keep hou.se; they refuse 
the resp'ons~bilities involtved dn house-keepi,ng. They 
prelfer to go albO'llt froom one "ta.bern'acle" restaul1ant 10 
another, and' -leave the c00lking and dishwa'shi:ng, a'nd 
;ill the respoOnsihm~ies ·connected with the getting of 
meals, to others." .... .. 

And there ·al1e rellitgious restaurants which c:ruter to 
religious irrespons:ihiEity. They' have noO membershiip, 
they haye no spiri,t.ual tami'ly, they produce' no chil'd
ren. They prryy'ide a highly:'seasoned r.eIigious menu, 
accompanied by aN sorts of. religious ja,zz .. They 'hang 
their. menu ca1'1d~ out in front. Th·ey advertise their 
suocessive :cooks as "the most wonderfu'l" (what wQlU·ld 
empty 'heads ·do· withov-t that word, "woniaer'ful"?), the' 
"greatest", the "moOst dynamic':. (whatev·er that is); 
the "most scientific", etc., clc. Everything is in. the 
supeI'~-ative degree: ~hese religiou:s resta.urants have 

Th~ feHow.ships of 'the'se reli.gil)lu,s ~~p}'oilrel,"s v-ary as· 
ooten as their· enterprises .£a~l: through many "311ti
ances", "w.or1d-w.~ae",. Eu.ropean, and loc·al, they run 
from the extreme of defending. the veiled anti-super
rvaturalism ,of "Pe'ber the Fishe·rman", to th~ u'ltra
emotionatlism of, Pentecostalism. 

S0me people ·estimate a .restwurant Iby .the number' 
and colour of the bot1tIes oIf condim·eruts on the taobl,e-s; 
And .there are re1i.gi'ous people who try to liye on s1limu
lants·. They· want the ·church.Jo the Ilike the mi,dway, 
wi'fu merry.;go-.round, and everYlbhinig that is Stpiritu-
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aUy albnorma'l. They would rather pay theilr money 
'for a shot at a l"eligious rifle-range, ,in an att.empt to 
oexhilb'i.t .their religious marksmanship, than actuaHy to 
wrestle with princiJpalit'ies and powers ,for the sub1U
gation of evil ip their lives .. They would rather pay to 
~ee some seH-adv,ertis~ng religious ,gi'anJt Cb~ing in reall
rty a dwarf on concea'led stilts) t'han pati·ently Ic-ultfvaote 
,their own souls so as to 'be "rooted 'and buiLt up in 
Cbr'ist." . . . 

To .this spiritua~ly mOl"bid taste for the unus'll'al ab
nor-m'al, spectacular, sensationa-l,' these ",taIbern~cle" 
purveyors of Irelilgious ·stimulants especialHy Ciate·r. 

If the "tabernade" type 'JIf religion made its ;l!Plpea'l 
only ,to the religious .topers, to those Whose relig~ous 
eXiperien·ce <consists of a succession of sprees, it would 
not be so sel"ious. But the small boy is invariahly more 
inoterested an the oircus when it comes to town than in 
hiis school.;books. So, too; religious 'infants, obtaJbes in 
.Christ, whom the Scripture describes as ",carn'al" that 
~s, those in whom the oM n~ture.is a's yet .more ~rom
men.t i1lhan tlhe new, are ever attr:a'cted by the s,!>ectaou
lar an;d ex:tmolldin'ary._ The passion for "-signs" is ever 
a.n ev,Idenc«: of spiJriotu~-l .immaturiilty. Henlce the adve<r
tIsed promise of "tongues" and h.ealings, and extrnVla
ga:nt-and untrll'e---professions o'f p,e rfeotil) n, ,conslti
tuote 'a relat menace to the li'£e of young Christians. 
. The religious ,Cjol'CUS penchant is utterly dem.oral"z
mg to norma!l church home ,life: It is as when ,the 
~j,l~f.ren co:me ~ome ~rom t'he dr,cus Illnd set up a 
!"'mlature ODIlCUS m theIr fat'her's ba·ckyard. The.gr.ow-
mg 'p'lants are :tl11ampled d')wn, the furniture is .taken 
from the house and either s'cratched 0-1" !broken· and un.
less parental authority int-e1"v,ene~, the usuaity weU
O!del'ed. home is s~?n reduced to t'he vti.~garity 01£ a 
OIrcus rmg. Thus ,tabernade" hlabiitues a1"e doubtful 
~ssets to !any churoh. People, espec'ia!Joly young ,Chriostt
lans, retur1'! frl)m these "tabernacle" sprees with utter
ly .abnollmall, and, hence, unscr.iptural vilews of the 
proper,function of ,the church, and of normal Christian 
~rowth and development. They have developed "'itch
Ilng ears," and n,ot!hinrg but religioUJs jlazz wil'l plea'se 
t'h·em. 

"What!" says one, "itching 'ears developed in ortho
dox !1:albernades?" . Y,es, most decidedly, if by "ortho-' 
dox" Y'C!u mean the opposite of Moder.ni~tic anti-super
natu:~hsm. T nam~ly, u-l.tra - supern'aturaljsm. "The 
ma:gIclans ·dild so wtth theI.r enchantments." The devil 
is botQ Mod~rnJist and Fundamentalist \by turn .. He 
wi!H pl~y. a~y ~role to defeaot the purposie of ;grace ~n 
~e behev.ers hfe. Thus the "tabernade" paJbuilum' in
dIsposes Its guests for constant and patient soul-cul-

. ture 'by steady study of God's ·Wor.d; it indisposes 
?~op}.e for the mastery o~ diffic-?lt l'essons, .and espe
.cIaUy for I1lhe hard, regular, fa'Ithful, work of daily· 
W'itnes'sing for Chrti·st. The ":tabernaoc'le" ha!bitues are 
servea, 'aot lea~t ()Iccasio,?a:lily, wrth a diet -of s'emi-lpro
fanity and 'gross vu'lganty; and al"e encour.aged in the 
d'ev;elopment of. a~ ultra-pious, u1ltra-spirj.tual, ultr.a-
unctuous', supenorIty complex that approximates the 
ludlicrous .figure df a circus down. U:nder sUlch qu.a,ck
e17 a ·nOVIce Ibecomes an expert of great authoritty over 
mght. '. 

This writer humbly confesses hi~ innumerable Slhort
comings; he recogni.z·es and a'cknowledges that 'his 

miri'istry fdis i'mmeasurably short even of hi~ own 
ide~ls, to say nothing of .the exalted standa·rds .of. God's 
Word, which, Hke the lofty peak 'of a great mountaJin, 
seem ,tl) Igrow ,higher and hi:gher, and more land more 
challenging, the nearer they are approached. For that ' 
r.eason he is 'grateful ,to many truly humhle and Sipilri~tu-
al frie!lds who pray conSitantly that he may know' 
more of diVline power in his li'fe .a,nd ministry. Burt 
wlhile we would do justly, ffove mercy, and walk humbly· 
before G'od~ we regard with a holy contempt the in
su:£ferable insolenc·e engendered by ,t'hese "tabernade" 
hYIPodermioc inoculations whi'ch J.eads some nondescri/plt 
novtice ,to Wlrite us extended epistles 'In how to 1"oceive 
power, or generrul'ly, and in reality,. on !:tow to subst-i
t,ute enervating stimu'lants for who!I-esome 10-09, and 
render oneself as useless as he has ever proved Ito be. 
We never read beyond the :first page of such epistles. 

But ,to continue our argument; it has 'ibeen tpr0ved 
again and agali·n that neither ,the obody nor the soul can 
'be built u.p on stim,ulants. It has also 'been demo.n-. 
strated that ne-ilther ipthysically nor spiri-tuaUy can li.fe 
be proporbi,onat-ciy devdoped, or enriched, or made 
useful, 'wiithout l"eguJ.ar ·exerci,se and constant industry 
-in a wor.d, wi,thoUit wqrk. .' 

llhe,,"'ta'bernade" type of religious ,activity provides 
a grandstand seat for the aocommodati'ln of t'hose who 
would witness a relJiigious performance, ;but the s:p.ecta
tors 'have no opportu!nity to parl1ioeipate ·in t'he perform
ance except when the <collection is taken. The "taher
nad'e" tY'pe we have des·cri-bed i,s -a pa'rasnt-e. ·It op.l"eys 
upon I)ther religious ·bod·ies. It is particularly injuri
ous to smal:l ·churches,wthich, Iiif they woulld do' their 
work, must fOor a while at least :be content with sma'll 
things: The "tabernade" spirit holds small things in 
contemlit: better a big shell than a sma'l'ler structure' 
of sd~i-d and enduriing construction. Hence, sma!Jl 
chui"c'l}:es pati,ently ·do their .work ,in school and church, 
and bring young Ipeople to Chri'st, and the "tabemacle" 
calLs them wi,th its promise of Ibi'g tlii!ngs. 

Bu't a,t the end oOf a circus day even children grow 
-tired and want ,to go home. Thus, too, God's true 
chnd!~en, who. by reason IQf their spiritual birth, "desire 
the smcere mllik ryf the word that they may grow ,there
by", sooner or later weary o;f the reJoigi9u~ merry-go.
round, and go home' to their churoh family. Thrut is 
well. And then it -is the church's tas'k ,to nurse th~m 
'hack tl) normal spiriitual health, 

The .chief y,irtu,e of a ciorcus ,i,s t'hat it stays but a 
short b:me .in oneplaoce. It is "cosmopolitan" and'a 
major portioOn of its- .staJ£f spend their time 'in putting 
up tents and taking them down aga,in. No communi,ty 
could t:ndure a ci'rcus long, hence it must keep on mov
ing. So also of :the theatre. Ev~n the most ipopular 
p'lays wear out, and ,the play-ers must mOve on to find 
other peOip~e 'to Ipay to fi'll the seaots. 

SI) t'h~ c'hielf virtue O'f these "·t-ahernade" movements 
is thaot they are short-lived.. They wear out and move 
011. They usual'ly ,tnCl)ke a' spestacu}.ar 'beglinning, be- . 
cause ·their authors have, by ex:perience, ,become ex
perts at be~j:nnings, because tlhey have spent their lives 
:beginning things. B-1.!'t t'he inoculaotions loOse t'heir eIf
fe~t, and the pati'ents refuse to respond. Hence, they 
become as "cosm0polill:an" as a circus. Then with a pious 
prdfession of hav;ing !pray'ed much, and ,being "wonder-
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£ully" "iled," they move on and ~ake another begin- heavens": And when the ,divine PhotDgrapher explains 
ning. . ' . them we a're aible thr'Dugh them to realiize the ,glories 

"Then had the churches rest-and were edified; and of "the 'heavenly things themselves". The Bible is 
waJIlking in the f.ear oIf the Lord, and in the 'cQmfort ot a gall~ry of dissolving ,views and as !We, gaze upon 

_ the Holy Ghosit, -were multiplied." We. had, better Abraham, and Joseph, and Moses, 'and JoDshua and 
afbiide by .. the Lord's programme whoh is JO edify and David, "and 3.;11 the prophets", they melt -awa;, into' 
inu1ltiply fhe,'churdhes. The f~mily must be the sodal' "the Hght oOf, t;lhe .knowledge of the glory dfGod 'in .the 
unit of the state iff the staJPe is to. p1'l0sper.. And .the f;,tce of Jesus Christ"; and we understand ho.w Abra
church as a- SlP1irituai family, the church £ounded and ham "rejoioed to. S'ee His' day", and liDW "David in 
fo.stered ':by New Testament prindiiI>'Ies, is the social sp'rit called Him Lord!'., , ' 
unirt: of the kingdoOm of God !t:rouglh w'hioch God _will, '. ~h~ B~nk of Engla~d 1S no.t the mostaottracti,ve 
be pleased to p'ropa'gate a spmtu·al race, I"~ holy na- . b~lldmg In the worl,d In ,appearance. 'There' are no 
.tion," until, at His oom~D:g, ·tha.t king<J.o.m shaH !be .wmdows through whl·ch a ~eg;gar may -beho.Id its treas
man;ife,sted in glory.,' . ures. from the .street. Thus the w·ealth o.f the HilbIe'is 

T,hi's' arti:ctIe has been scribbled on a Canadian Pa- ,locked away In secret vaults whi'ch ·can tbe opened 
ci~k trairi en route fQ.r WiIbIl~peg. 'We hope iiJt wiU Ibe on~y by the Master Key-the Lord Jesus Christ. 
'read .more easi'ly than' it has been ;VVritten. 

JARVIS STREET I.;A:ST SUNDAY. '. 

THE MASTER KEY. . There wa:S'an ait~ndance of 1,300 at the')Bible School 
"Until rf:ihis day reniaineth the same vaill :untaken last S,unday morn-ing. Several respon~ed to the inv,i

~way in fue re~ding ~f the, old rest3;mc:nt ; wMc~ vail "tation.' In the evening fiVJe were ibaptiz·ed and rpaiIy 
IS done ·away In Chl"1'st." That pnnclple aJptphes to rs 0 .d d h th . . . , 
Gentil.es as well as to. Jews. Muoh of what has !been .e p new en - e appeal ~as made. The Pastor 

. wriotten 31botit die Old Testa!ll'ent in recent ye~rs strik- -- preached the se~mon llPpearing.in this i5'sn-e. 
ingly illustrates the truth of, Paul's wDrds, "When 
Moses .is read, the vail is upon ;their heart." An un
reoqg1Oized Ohrisit means an '1lni11um:ined Old Testa
ment. A diminutive Christ means a .diminishing Bible. 

. 1'1he Light of'the Old Testament do.es not fade be
f,or~ th~~ Sta:r .of Bethl,ehiem. Its light is the morning 
twilight whi'oh bursts into full-<l1,bed glory at the rising 
df the Sun of RigJhteousness., ,The N eJW· Testament 
fuHoills the Old, but it <;loe~ nDt render it obsolete, The 
prqphets "have enquired ,and se·arched dililgeritly, who 
pro.phesied of ;the grace -that should come' unto yoOu;' 
sea'1"'ching w.~at, 0'1" what manner of ,time the Sl'pirit of 
Christ which was in them did si.gn~lfy, 'When it ·testifie·d 
beforehand the su'£fertiJOgs 91£ ChJii,st, and the ghry that 
should follow. Unto whom -it was revealed, that not 
untto themselves, !but unto us they did minister the 
things, which ,are t:I.'OW reported unto you by tthem that. 
have prea·ched the gospel unt') you with the Holy 
GhDSt sent down frrym Heaven; whicth things the 
'angels desir~ to 'look WnTO." And the wonders of "the 
'grace th.at .shDuld come unto us", cDncerning, which 
the pmphets ",enquired and searched diligently", and 
which "the angels desi're -TO IDok into", a1'le still v.eiled 
to allwho do not see in Ohr'ist "the bnightness of God's, 
glory, and ,the expt;ess image ~f :His person." , 

The scri:p.tu.1res 001£ the Old and New Testaments are 
the two sides of the arched Temple of Truth, ~md a·re 
mutually dependen.t and 'complementary; an:d an thei1r 
gl.ories ~re unveiled in !Christ. D') 3':0U ·know the joy 
of walkmlg th'1"'ough the Olod Testament with Chri'st? 
Can y.oU imagine a Ilover coming [rom a £Oar c·o'unl1:ry· 
and b~inging with 'h~m pictures df his home and all i:t~ -
surroun,dings an~ furnishi.ngs, and, mOl1'e important 
th'an all, pictures of hi:s f,atger and many Df ,his friends? 
And with what joy and pri:de would he exhilbit his pi-c-

, tures to. his p~o~pective brid~ in .order that 'she .rIlJi'ght 
be 'albIe to antbClpate the ·gfones of the home awaitintg 
h~r! The Old Testament Js a colleCtion 0( just such 
pictures. It is made up of "patter.n~ of things ~n the 

THE EDITOR IN THE W:EST. 

Dr. 'ShieMs! -left after the 'service Sunday ev.ening 
£01" the',West w:here he .is engaged -to &peak in Winni

. peg, Fort William, andl Ken9ra, returning Saturday, 
J tint: 29th; he will pread~ mDrning and evening SUl!--
d;ay, and teach his Bible Class:... at 9.45. I 

OUR RADIO CONGREGATION~ 

Letters continue to. reach .us fmmdifferenlt: part·s. of 
Ontario: and' Quebec, -and: from many States of the 
Uni,?n, telling us IOf th~ j-o.y' an.d bles'S'ing the Jarvis 
Street s'ervices heard ,over the air have bI'lDUght to the 
sick .and'shut-ins, and to. those ,deprived the pr,ivilege 
01{ attending_ an eV'angelicaJ church. 'Many are invi.ting 
their neighbours ·tD hear, so that we have 'heard' .of . 
groups 'Of from ten ·tD twenty-five listening iit qne 
home. Will not those who. 'hav.e 'SDme'money :60.1" the' 
propagatiDn otfthe gospel, send us gifts· toO enable us 
to. maintain thiS' testimDny .over the air? Send con
tributions to' J arv~s St. B~pti~t Church, Toronto., 
Canada. 

Spend your Holidays at 
FI§HER~§ GLE~ . 

JULY 26th-AUGUST 4th 
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~bt 31arbis' 6trttt ~ulpit 
\ -

HOW AN ORIENTAL PRIN,CE FOU}ilD A WIFE. 

~ Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shield's. 
Pre3!ched In Jarvis Street Baptist Church, TQronto, Sunday Even.ing: June 22nd, 1930. 

Broadcast frQm StatiQn CKGW 690 k.c. 434-8 m.etres. 
(Stenographically Reported) 

"And now if ye will deal kindly and truly.with my master, ,tell me: and if not, tell me; 'that i1 
may turn, to· the right hand, or to the left."-Genesis ,24:49. 

Prayer before the Sermon. he had, made knQwn his errand, and carefully deliver.ed 
We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for the mercy that permits us himself Qf his master~s message, he said, "And now.if 

to assemble'this evening for the hearing of T.hy word. We y'e will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: 
·have none o.f us deserved it at Thy ,hand; it is because Thy and if nQt, tell me; that I .may turn to' the rig,~t hand, 
compassions fail not that ,we are not consumed. We would Qr to' the. left." 
oo~e !boldly unto Thee in the name o.f Jesus Christ Who 
died at the place called ,Calvary. We thank T,hee for the The ApQstle Paul, !by inspiratiQn o£ the HQly (i-hQst, 
salvation that is in Him, for the great truth that the Lamb tells us that the stQry .of Isaac and Ishmael is an alle
was slain from the foundation of the world, that Thou hast gQry,' by which he does nQt mean that it was nQt true 
made adequate provision for every ,poor sinner to come back \ 
to the Father's house.' ' to' historic .fact; but he means that, being histQry, ·it 

Hear us in hehalf of m~ltitudes of ,people to-night who had a special spiritual significance, and th~t .the events 
s'hall hear through Thy holy Word the call of Thy ,gos.pel tOdf histQry were prQvidentially Qrder.e!i, ,even as the 
come :f.rom the far country: 'back home again. We thank .. . 
Thee for the promise that .the Holy Spiri-t shall convince men reC::Qrd of thQse events was written by divine Insplra-
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment; and we pray that tiQn. And I think we are justified in taking this Old 
this hour may ,be greatly used! of the Lord in working con- Testament stQry to' illustrate the methods of gr:a;ce, 
viction in human hearts, and in turning the ,steps of wayw,rd and the principles which underlie the QperatiQn Qf the 
souls toward .the Father's house. ,We confess, 0 Lord, that 
we can do nothing of' ourselves. The gift of life is in Thy HQly Spirit in :bringing Qut -Qf darkness int.o light thQse 
hand; no one can give' life !but God Himself. We beseech whO' are apPQinted to' be members Qf that 'bQdy which 
Thee, 0 Lord, to grant that this evening the Holy .spirit is described a,s the bride df the divine BridegrQQm. 
may quicken dead souls, and bring them to liLa again. I h 11 k h' . f h t' . . 

Help us in our meditation; open our under.standings to s a spea t IS evemng 0 t e servan s co'mm~ss,on, 
Thy' Word .. Bless particulal'ly, we ipl"ay Thee, any who are the master's proposal, and the messenger's urgent appeal. 
on beds of pain, any who are deprived the -privilege of 'p'ublic 
assembly in the house of God. May every sick-room and 
hospital and !place of suffering ;become veritable Bethels. 
Bless, we pray Thee, the wayside 'hearer wherever he- may 
be; the man 'who . ,hears apparently by accident; may Thy 
arrows be sharp in the hearts of the King'·s enemies wherehy 
the peotple fall under Thee, and ·may multitudes 'be hrought 
to the Savi!>ur to-night. We ask it in His n,ame, Amen. 

"And nQW if ye will deal kindly and truly with my 
. master, t~ll me: and ~f nQt, tell me; that I may turn 

to' the right- hand, Qr to' the left." 
This verse is a part· Qf 'a . very. intel'esting and in

svructive chapter in the life p.f Albraham. "Abraham 
w.as Qld, and well stricken in age", and "he greatly 
desired to' see his SQn Isaac married before he died. 
'Marriages, apparently, were strangely made in that 
day. Abraham was afraid that Isaac might make a 
mistake, and he was particularly fearful.that he might 
select .<1; wi£e frQm amQng the peQple Qf the land in 
which he dwelt. And SO', he summQned Eliezer, the 
steward Qf liis' hQuse, and cQmmissiQned him to' gO' to' 
far-Qff MeSlopot,amia, and fl'om amQng his own peQple 
to select and bring back a WQman whO' 'shQuld becQme 
the wife Qf Isaac. And Eliezer, after enquiring further, 
particularly as to' the limits of his resPQnsibility-and 
in that I think he was very wise-undertQQk this deli
'cate missiQn. He went to'. the :far cQuntry, pra:ying 
GQd to' direct his steps, asking fQr certain evidences 
·Qf'divine directiQn which in our study will later appear. 
But he ca'me at length to' the family and into the 
pres,ence of the WQman whom he believedG~d had 
appointed to' be the w,ife Qf his master:s son. \\Then 

,,' 

I. 
First of all, I ask you to examine ·with me, fQr it has 

iil.lustrative value, THE COMMISSION WHICH ELI"£ZER 
RECEIVED, that we may thereby learn sQmething Qf the 
cQmmissiQn of those who are sent to' preacl;!. the ever
tasting gQspel 

To begin with, Eliezer was informed that it was his I 

master's sUpreme desire and purpose· that Isaac should 
have a wife. Abraham had many interests. He was a 
man .of affairs; he was'a rich man; he passed as a 
prince among his fellQws. But all the interests Qf life 
in Abr·aham'·s thQught were sUlbQrdinated to' this one 
master\purpQse: "that the purpQse Qf God accQrding 
to' dection might ·stand"; he de'S~r.ed that Isaac, who 
was himself a child. Qf promis'e, whO' ,had come to' him 
as a gi.ft of GQd-he desired to see Isaac married. And 
I venture to' believe that it WQuld help us in the inter
pretatiQn, nQt Qnly of histQry, but Qf the ev,ents of the 

'present, whether we view the WQrld at large, Qr Qnly 
Qur Qwn persQnal ·experience-it WQuld help us, I s'ay, 

. if we CQuid clearly understand the teaching Qf Scrip
ture is that GQd's great master purpQse in this dis
pensation .of grace is to gather to' . Himself that CQm
pany of peQple whO' shall becQme the bride Qf His SQn. 
He is visiting the Gentil·es to' take Qut Qf them a' peQple 
f.or His na:me. . ' 

We are quite justified in looking fQr the hand Qf 
GQd in the affairs Qf the nations. I dO' nQt dQubt at 

. alll that ,GO' d's hand is upo~ the statesmen Qf the wQrld; 
that it is still true -that "prQmQtiQn cQmeth neither 

. I 
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from the east,' ~oOr .from the 'west, nor from the south. said unto' the Lord:' Behold, Lord, the half of my" 
But God is the judge; he puttetl~ down one, and setteth l goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any
up another"; "He doeth 'according to His will in the thing from any ·.man by fals·e accusation, I restore him 
anily of heaven,'. and' among th@ iriha]:>itants of the f.ourfold."· And so you see by coming first'" of all into 
earth: and'none can stay His ha~d, or say unto Him, the heart· ·and home .of Zacchaeus, He made him an 

" What 9o@est thou?" God'is even now working oOut His honest man, made hi"m liberal toward the poor, and 
purposes. All the events of our time, and of the times made him just toward those whom he had wronged. 
that hilv.e preceded us, and the events that ~hall yet And that is the programme of the g9spel, to 'bring men 
succeed the history of '~rday.-all thes.e are 'part of to Christ, to bring them into right relationship to God, 

I God's great purpose that His Son shall have a bride. to 'teach them "to love the Liard . their God with all 
Do not make light of suchfl s·ervice ·as this, oOr the their heart, and with all their soul, and with all their 
work, perha:ps, of some little mission halt 'God is mind"; and then they will, as a matter of course, love 
supremely ,interest,ed 'in all these things. It was for their neighbor as themselve·s. Therefore, the great 
this the Saviour died. This was that which He planned purpose olf 'God is that His Son should have a. bride. 
fr·om before the foundation of the world; and He is Observe, however, that EUezer was not charged 'luith 
resolved, He is sovereignly determined, that His Son' the responsibility of selecting a wife for somebody else. 
shaH. have His' bride. That is His purpose to-day; . {\:nd I think in that he ~s to be most heartily ~ongratu
and they, I !believe, make the large'st contri'bution to, lated I I know there are some people who think they 
the world's w~al who concern themselves, as Eliezer hav,e made su(:h an admirable success of the' matt-er 
did, with the execution, so f.ar as they may be per- 'in their o",!,n case that they a~e thereby qualified t'o be 
mitted to be 'instrumental in its accomplishment, of the champion match-maker~ of their community. But 
the Lord's great purpose to bring sinner~ to Himself. wise peopl-e will prefer to l,et other people make their 

But the devil would turn us aside to a great many own choice. And I think, if you read the story at your 
other matters. He seems.to hav,e ·engaged a v,ery large leisqre in the twenty-.fourth chapter, you will find' that 
part of the Christian church in some other ministry '. Eliezer was a, little bit anxious as to how fa); he was 
than that of hringing poor sinners to the feet of Christ. to be held responsilble foOr the success of his mission. 
Anything and ev,ery.,thing may command attention but I say, he showed' himself to Ibe a very wise man in 
the one great matter which is dear to the heart of God. recognizing th'at there was a realm into which he could' 
You will find the churches of to-day led asige into all not safely venture; and bero·r'e he would go forward 
sorts of so-called "social" ministries instead of keeping he wanted it clearly understood that he' was not 
to the malin tra~k. Our Lord Jesus wfs simdhirly' charged with n:taking the choice. "No", said Abraham. 

I tempted when He was upon earth. They w3:nted to "the Lord, before whom II walk, will send . his angel 
turn Him aside to other activities. '~One ,of the com- with thee, and prQsper thy way; and thou :shalt fake 
pany sa'id unto Hjm, Master, speak to my brother, th'at a 'wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's 
he divide the i.nheritance with me. And he said unto house., The Lord 'has made the choice, Eliezer .. He 
hi'm, Man, .who made me a, judge or a divider over has appointed a woman to' be the wife of Isaac. 'you',·, 
you?" He refuse·d to interfere in that' matter. Some- have ,not to bother' rubout it. You will be simply· His, 
body who hears me may say, "Was He then unmindful instrument in fipding her. It is none of your qusiness 
of the:ills fro'm which men suffer? Was He. indifferent to make the' selection." . 
to the conditions under which men live? Did He have I am gla;d that that limitation is placecJ upon the 
no interest in s'ocial order, in social justice, in the·' gospel minister, that I have ~ot to choose wb,o shall be 
correction of ·economic wrongs? And do you mean to the briOe of my Lord; for I d.o not know where, I 
say that the church is to go. on independently of all should find anybody fit to ,be mated with Him. Where I 

the~e things ;- that it"is ndt to concern itsel.f 'with social should ~ go to look for such' an one? Where ~hould I 
and moral reform?" No, I do not say that. I do say find one worthy to 'be, the consort oOf the King of 
that we are to do that indir~ctly: that is a by-product; kings? But the Lord has. reHeved us of that respon
it is not the main purpose. siibility, the choice is with Him. He saoid to His 

Let me give you another illustration. Jesus Cht:ist disciples ,"Ye have not chosen me, hut I have chosen 
came \0 a place called Jericho, and He saw up in a you." . 
sycamore tree a man who was little of stature, and It would be a strange, thing, would it not, if every 
who had to climb up to s'ee Jesus as He passed by. man and woman were permitted to make his .or her 
"And when Jesus ca'me to the place, he looked up, and choice in this' special matter, and that the Lord of. 
saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make has.te, . glory should have a -bride chosen for Him? I am not' 
and come down; for to-day I 'must abide at thy house. at all surprised. that the King of glory should have 
And he made ha'ste, 'a.n-d came dow,n. 'and received hi'm said, "I will choose My own bride". because He knows 
joy.fully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, what sort o,f bride .he wants. And I am very glad·, .J 

. saying, That he was gone to .be guest with a man that 'saY,as I pr,each the gOSp,el, that I ·pr·each with the 
is a sinner." Some 0'£ them might have s·aid; "The conviction that the matter has ,been settle<! by Some
fi·rst thing the prop'het of Na~areth oUg'ht to have done body ,else, and all I can do is to he the Lord's inst.ru
was to make this man put certain things rigbt; to ment in finding His own ,elect. Somebody who hears 
have .estaiblished different laws, compelling men to live me oyer the air' to-night says, "Why, sir. you ar.e ... 
hcmestly. He is gone to be guest with' a man who has altogether -out-of-date. y.ou preach that antiquated 
been ro'btbing people right and left. and He cares noth- and outworn doctrine of dedion. You do not beHeve 
ing'at all·about' it.'" Ah. didn't He? When He came that, do you?" . Yes, I do·; and I rejoice in it., That' 
into the house of Zacchaeus, "Zacchaeus st.ood and listener replies, "Well,. I don't." Ye~ Y'OU dol but Y?u. 
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do not know it. I wonder ~hy you'were not bornjn 
~he h~artof China? I wonder why your skin is white 
l!]stead of ye~low? Who determined tQ put your soul 
i1'l a white tabernacle instead of a black one? Go back 
over your Iife's history and count the good things and 
the perfect gifts that have come into your life. Did 
y~u c~oose them? ~f you look back ov,er your life, you 
wIll dlscov,er th'at you have been doing your v,ery best 
at ·every turn to spoil it, to ruin it, and if. there had not 
beeri a hand of grace tipon you, you would have been 
ruined long ago. The .very .best things that hav.e come 
to you have come, not ,by your choice, but 'by God's 
determining purpose., 

If you recogniz·e that, you.wi11 go down ihef'Or:e Him 
in .. humble gratitude and praise Him for ever that you 
are what you .are, that y,ou are. here in this place of 
worship to-night, or):learing the message o.yer the air, 
eve!l if you .are not a Cqrisfian, an~ have· ~ti11 an oppor
tumty to !le.ld yourse1.f to Christ. It may he a'rgued 
that that hmlts the gospel. 0 no! It makes it just 'as 
wide as it c~n possibly be. I had a friend some years 
ago to whom some poople of rather high doctrine said 
"You know, ;Pastor, we can understand you sometime~ 
when you preach; hut at other times when you give 
your !broad invitations to everybody, we do not under
stand it. Sur'ely you know that when sO'uls are s'aved 
they are sav,ed 'by the power of the Holy Gh'Ost, and 
that they are real1y chosen of God. And you ought 
to preach to them." "\Vel1," he said, "I believe al1 
t~at, but I do not know who they are. If you will just 
go around. th~rough the oongregaot"i'On and put a ticket 
on them, I wIll preach,to them. But," he said, "w.e do I 

not know them; ·and I give the broad invitations of 
t the gospel and leave it to ,God to find those w:hom He 
Wlouldchoo~e." , 

I ~m gl~d that the Lord ,has appointed somehody to 
'be the brIde of t,ge Lord Jesus. I am glad,·if I may 
r:ev'erently say so, that I am absolutely assured from 
the teach!ng of the Word that Jesus is. not going to 
b:e ldt wIthout a bride. _ I am rejoi'c'ed that the mar
rJage of the ~mb will ·real1y come s.ome day; and 
when the marrIage .of the Lamb is come it will be 
said, "His wife hath made herself ready.'~ There is' 
no perhaps. or peradventure about it. I would give up 
the preachmg of the gospel at 'once i,f I had to make 
the' selection; because I do not know whom I would 
select, 01" whom I could persuade to come. 

~ ,Anot~e~. point: E!iezer was not charged with the 
~~sponStbdzty of makzng the woma,n willing. ,I think he 
IS to be congratulated on that, too. I rather think 
there is a little history between the lities there, for 

.. when Albraham told him what he was to do he s·e·emed 
to be filled with aJarm; ·and the very first thing he said 

,was, "Pera:dventure the woman will not be willing." 
~'h~t then? S?metimes it is difficult to get her to be 
'Ydhng, although some people say it is not so difficult 
as ,it js gener:ally supposed to be! I do not know much 
a:bout that; but I do know that in the spiritual realm 
it wo'uld be imposs~ble to persuade sinners to be will
ing to ·come to Chl'ist. Op, the difficulty of it! Don't 
you see, Eliezer came' to talk to this woman about' a 
~an whom she ih~d never ~'een, a man' living' in the 
rustance,and he had to lead her to fa,ll ,in love' with 
somebody upo~ whom her eyes had never rested. 

And that difficulty inheres in the gospel. How shall 
we get sinners to fall in love with our Master? How 
shall we get them to y'ield themselves to Him? How 
shall we mak'e them willing to beoome the bride of the 
Lord Jesus? Well, we have not to do it. .A:braha·p1 
said; "The Lord, before whom I walk, will.send his 
angel with the'e, and the Lord wi1l make her willing, 
Eliezer. Don't you WOlTY rubout that. The Lord will 
op'en her'understanding; the Lcbrd will help her to, see 
where her -interest 'Ji,es. Just do as the Lord directs 
you, and aU wi111be well." I am glad of that dement 
in the gospel: "Thy people shall be willing in the day 
of thy powe·r." Some of u's can say, "Whom having 
not seen, we love; in whom, though now we see him 
not, yet heliev,ing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable and 

. fulH of -glory." We have ~tuaJ1y 'fallen in. love with a 
Bridegroom Whom we J:tave never seen. He is yonder, 
andlthe day of the marriage will come. Some day He 
will ,be seen cOIp.ing in the cloud's o-f heaven with power' 
and great glory to take His bride unto Himself. Then, 
for the first time, upon the marriage occasion, we shall 
see Him as He is, and we s'haU love Him too. 

But who taught us to love Him? It was only the 
Spirit of God Who could open "O,ur understanding, en
lighten ,our minds, and help us to see that Jesus was 
"the chiefest am'ong ten thousand'! and the One alto
gether -lovely .. Haven't y,ou read' the Word? I quote 
it often, "but let me put these two scriptures together: 
"The god of this woi-ld hath: blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, who is the ima'ge .of God, should shirie unto 
them." He has drawn down the blinds lest the image 
of Christ should appear to them, and they are blinded 
and do not know Him~ Of us who helieve it is said, 
"For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
daikn;es's, hath shined ~n our hearts, to give the light 
'of the knowledge of the glory- o[ God in t4'e ,face of 
Jesus' Christ." W'e have seen Him by faith, not with 
these -bodily eyes, Ibut. Woe have seen Him, and "Woe 
know whom we hav,e' believed, and are persuaded that 
he is abIe to roeep that which we have committed unto 
him against that day." Those of us who are Cl1tistians 
are getting ready £or that blappy ma,rriage day that is 
certainly coming by and. by: 

The Spirit 'has power still to make people willing. 
W·hen the Apost'le Paul went to Corinth and spoke to 
the wOmen who resort~d t9 the place .of pray,er, it is 
~aid that "a certain woman named Lydia, a seIter of 
purple, of ~he city of Thyatira which worshipped God, 
heard them; whose heart the Lo!rd opened, that she 
attended> unto the things which were spoken of Paul." 
At· His gir:dle swing the kieys of all dOQTs, and when 
He ·would get into, a huma!). ,heart He has the latch,; 
key; He can quicken the ~nderstanding, and enlighten 
the mind, and engage the affections, and inspire us to 
!falll in l,ove with the ·absent Bridegroom. Oh, may He 
do it this evening! ' 

There' was one thing, however, for which Eliezer 
was responsihile: he was responsible for putting himself 
at the Lord's disposal and allowing himself to be led to' 
Isaac's Rebekah. And he said, "1 being in ,the way, the 
Lord led me to' the houSe.' of my master'·s brethren." 
Eliezer carefully watched and asked fO'r divine direction. 
I hO'pe everyone who ,hears me wi'll read this twenty-fourth 
chapter to-night. Every word of it is fuH of spiritual 

. .' 
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suggestion. Eliezer went 'off at Abraham's direction, Sing ·prison;· whil'e he 'was 'servjng'a 'long term in 
and he is~ed the Lord to lead him. He said, "0 Lord' prison he wa's ·saved." W'ho 'would ·ev·er' have though~ 
God .of my maSter Abraham,. -1 pray thee, send me of going to Sing Sing prison to look for a bride for 
good sp'eed this day, and \shew kindness 'unto my Christ?, Why, we should have ·expecteQ to find her 
master Albraham .. Behold, I stand here .by the well among· the .·cultured people ,qfthe land; among the' 
of water; and the daughters of the men of the city people ·of social position, people of wealth, peop.le of 
come 9:ut to draw water; and let it cc:>me to pass, that education,. people of refinement. . 
the damsel to whom I shall say, Let' down thy pitcher, . Oh,' what blun'ders Woe should make if we were ldt 
I pray thee, that I may drink ; and she s'haH say, Drink, to make .our choice ! We should riever think of finding 
and I will give thy camels drink also: 1et the same be a bride'for Christ in prison, or among the outcasts of, 
'she that, thou hast appointed for tRY' servant Isaac; the land. Oh yes, going yonder to India, we should 
and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kind- have said, "Where 'can the t' Lord find His briQ.e in 
ness unto my mast,er."· . India?' ·It will ,be among the Bmhmans, among the' 

The women came out to the well, and he approached high came people. Nobody would ·ev.er think of finding 
one of them and made his request. "An'd· she said, a bride among the lowly,:' But that is. what the Lord 
Drink, ·my lord: -and she hasted, and ,let down her Jesus ·does. That is the wonder of it aH. He sets His 
pitcher upon 'her hand, and· .gave him dr:ink. And lOVle, not upon the' fair and the .beautifu.l, but upon the 
when she hOO d'one giving him drink, she said, I will uglie~t of ·all. . Those who ·say, touching the righteous-. 
draw water 'for thy.camt:ls also." As she was letting' ness.of the law, lam blameless:; those who look in 
d.own her pitcher into the well, the man stood there the mirror and say, How '1;>eautiful I am !""':"'there is no 
.wonderiQg, to wi~ whether the Lord had made ·his·chance of vour' being a bride of Chr:ist.,: No! No! 
Journey prosperous or not. He said, "Lord, is it, He ·does n~:t l~ok for the heautiful people: He looks 
possible that I hav.~ beeri led step by step until I stan-d " for the people whom sin has ma·rred, who are dis- • 
at :last in the presence of the woman whom Thou -liast' 'figured and deformed and . broken ·altogether-He 
appointed?" And. later when he cam:e into the house comes ·to seek. fur them. But you say, "Is that the 
of Bethuel and told his story, told about how he sort. of bride He will 'have?'" 0 no! Blessed be God, 
prayed, this is what he said, "Before I 'had. done s'pea~- - this· Master of mine can make the ugliest beautiful; , 
ing in mine heart, behold, ;Rebekah came," There. she He makes us over again. He transforms us into His 
was. Ah, you who would be soul-winners, let me own image and lik,ene'Ss; and s'ome day. when the 
commend to you that story if y.ou want to lle led to. ma·rriage occasion shall come, and while a myriad wor:lds 
the p~ople whom G9d' w:i1~ prepare and bring to the attend in wonder when He brings· His ·bride into the 
[e~t of' Jesus .christ. Speak in y'our. hearts, ahd He pr;esence. of His Father, He will "preseJit us faultless 
will lead you. And that is the ineas~r,e of our respon- . bef.ore the presence of his glory with exceeding joy"; 
sibiHty,.of my responsibility this evening .. I trust that we shall be "without -blemish c;lnd, without spot"; we· 

. God, in His pr.ovidenC'e, has br.ought us together here shalll be "holv and without .blame before him in love." 
in this place, 'and has selected tho~e who should hear And ~so I come to you this eyening to. tell you that 
us' fmm a .di,stance; . and that thc:re. 'are many there is a chance for the W()irst of sinners,. that there. 
to-night app.ointed' t'O. ;be members of the bride p!f is a chance for the ugliest of mortals to 'become beauti~ 
Christ. The Holy Spirit iscommissio11'ed to take this 'ful with the beauty 01£' the Lord; ·and that He' will 
word and to app'Iy it to y.our hearts, to br,ea~ your make. us at last fair, as He is fair. 
heart, and to bring you in humble penitence to th'e Then she was.invited to become the bride of a very rich 
f~et .of the Lord Jesus. man.:. Ish't that a fine story? If I could write a book. 

'\ II. . a. r,eal.'story-b'Ook, I think I.lwould make the hero of 
. .". . the ta1le a PQO~ I!lan, ·and I think I would 1eav:.e ·him 
Now, then, WHAT WAS HIS PROPOSAL? First, it was moderately po.or, and try to. show that people could 

made to a particular person, and to one. of whOm it is be 'happy though poor .. But .that is not how the story
said that she "was very fair to look upon.". I a.m not tellers do ,it .. No matter. h'ow poor the brid!!.may be, 
surprised that EHezer ,shouId: have gone looking· for she always '.marries a rich groom; ,for that .r,eflects our 
somebody who "was very -fair to look upon", for he - desire,. because that is what we should all lik'e. \Vhen 

, was much in love with his .master. He must have Eliezer came to this woman, he said, "And th~ Lord, 
said, "Wher:e 'shall I find a woman who is fit to be his hath blJ.essed my ma'ster greatly; and he is become 
.bride? I must look for the fair·est of al1 the daughters great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and 
of the land. And ev·en she will scarcely be worthy to silver, .and gold, and menservants, and maidservants, 
become the consort of ·so princely a 'soul as Isaac." .a1!d camds, and asses. And. Sarah my master's wife 

I ddigh't in the contra'sts as well as the comparisons bare a son to my master when she was old: and unto 
of Scripture. I wonder. where we s'hou1Jd go to look him hath he given all that he hath~ A~l the wealth. of 
f()l1" a bride !for Ohrist? I remem:her speaking at a Abraham, 'who is the ri~hest man in altl the.country, be:.. 
certain college in the United States a few years' ago' .longs to IS,aac. J:Ie has made him .his,heir, an? if you 
wher,e there were between 'three and four hundred . come to ,he the.bnde of my mast,er's son, you wIll shalT·e 
students.' After the meeting I saw a numbe'r of the in Isaac's wealth." ( . . . 
young men a!holl'~, and one man ·said, "Do you see that . Oh, -thai is the gospel story. I'do not invite you t'O 
maq climbing the 'hiH yonder? He is one of the'most .be the bride .of a poor bridegr;oom'. 0 110! God hath 
devOted disciples .of Ohrist.I have ev'er known.' !:Ie., appointed Him "heir of aJil things". I read of "the 
is all on fire for the Lord. He se'ems to de'Slire nothing unsearchable r.iches of Christ", d£ the "ex~eeding riches 
in the world but to glorify Him. And 'do you know or'his ·gtace.'~· l'reaCt, also, of "manv mansions.'" You 
where he was oonv,erted?" 1- said "No." "In Sing y,oung people; have you not dreame.d a dream like that, 

\ 
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·of having a fine town house where you couLd liv·e in' 
the winter, and a .country estate with servants to wait 
upon you, and surrounded with all the things which 
wealth can buy? Yes, thilt is the kind of life we should " 
all like to live. "VeIl, this Br,idegroom has many man
sions: "In my Father's house are many, ~ansions: if 
it were not so, I would have told yon. I go to prepare 
a place for you." What is our Lord doing just now? 

. Getting ready for the wedding. He i,s away prepar,ing 
a place for His bride. And when everything is in 

. readiness, and His hour shall come, He will come back 
to receive her unto IHmself. 

Yet s.omebody goes ar.ound with a long face, and 
says, "I should like to be a Christian H it did, not oost 
so much. But, you know, ,being a Christian' means 
gi'v,ing up ,everyth~ng." A young lady came to me, a, 
reporter of one ~ the New York papeJ"lS, and 'Wanted 
to know my .opinion a;bout' <the question ,of worldly 
amusements-you know what they are, don't you? 
WeU, she came to ask me. all about it, and rather 
pitied me >because I <lid not go to these things: But 
I said, "Do not ,was'te your ~Y'mpathy on me. I hav:e 

'some betiter occupation than that." "But," she sai'd, 
"how do you live? 'how do you bnjoy' yourself? how 
in the world do you get on if you do not do these 
things?" What a conception of life that ,is! No: 
comJing to Christ means -being married to a royal 
Bridegroom; it means 'becoming the consort of a King ~ 
it means havjng the wealth, not of >this world, but .of 
alll worlds at the cOmmand of fa,ith, and being heir 
with Him Off allif:'hings. I invite }"Ou to a r,eal religion, 
to accept the w~alth .of the universe as the gift of the. 
,royal Bridegroom. It ,is noit sacrifi'ce, ,it is not giving 
up-i,t is receiving, 'When !We come to Christ. 

There was, however, a condition. Eliezer said, "Per- ' 
adventure the woman will not be 'Willing to foHow me 
unto this 'Iand. Mayibe Ishe will say, 'WeB; it is al:l 
rig'ht. Your master may be a, very fine man; and if 
'h:e is a.JI you s'ay he is, I do not mind becoming his 
:bride; but, ·of course, I could not think of Ieaving my 
mother. Never ask me t~ do t'hart:. I should have':to 
'live at home. I could not g.et a,long unless I could see 
mother every ,day. And I have some Ibrothers 'and a 
father, and this ,country where'I live is very attractive, 
to me. You go back and tell your master if he wants 
me he will have to come to the samehous'e and live 
with my mother and take dir.ections from her as I do." 
What abot,lt that ~ What do you think he would say'? 
No, she did not say that. But Elie'zer was afraid it, 
would be so, and he said to Abraham, "Peradventure 
the woman wi'l'1 .not be ,willing to ,follow me unto this 
land. What 'then? Have I any p'ermission to meet her 
requirements, or shall I teU her that Isaac will live 

, half way so that .it wilm be as near to her house a'5to 
~h~s, and ,theY can visit ba'Ck and forth?" "No," s'aid 
he, "you teH her she must leave her f.amily, .fo~ Isaac 
is worth everything; and th~t if she wants to be his 
bride, then she mll'st come to live . with him, and she 
must recognize him as her lord, as her hus'band, as the 
lover of her soul. Under no other conditions can ,sbe 
come. If the woman will not accept those terms, then 
you s'hall be clear forom this my oath. I will a!bsolve 
you of aU resp'on~,ibility." 

"I should like to be a Christoian", ~omeone says, "but 
you do 'not expect me to go all th~ Vf,ay: with. Him, 4~ 

. , 
you? , You don'texp~ct me to tUl,"n my back lJpon the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, and divorce myself frorp.. 
my .old ~ife and live a new life with Him? You don't 
expect me ~o do that?" The terms of the gospel are 
just that: "Hearken,' 0 daughter, and consider, and, 
indine thine ear; forget also thine o'wn peop;le, and thy 
father's hous,e; so shall the king greatly desire thy 
'beauty; for he ,is tHy Lord; ~np worship thou him." 
I caU upon you to come to the Lord Jesus with an 
entire abandonment; and for everything you leave be
hind He will compensate you ten :thousand' fold. 
Rebekah may hav'e' left 'some things behind, but she.' 
received far more than spe left. "And the servant 
brought forth jewels of silv'er, and jewels of gold, and 
raiment, ,and gave them to Rle'bekah" 'as a lov,e-token 
from his lord, as the earnest of the grea't wealth that 
was to,be hers by 'and by. Nor do we have to wait for 
the marriage to 'begin to be rich': "Bring' forth the 
best robe, and, put it on ,him" and put a ring on his 
'hand, and shoes on his ,fee<t." There are some luxtiries 
in the Christian life which may be enJoyed here and 
now. He giv,es, us jewds and ornalments, and He' 
makes life worth while here, sO that siome of 'us feel if 
heaven were not any better than what we have here, 
we could get along very ,happily, if only we had the 
presence of the Lord. ' 

I 

And then she was admitted to a very e;,mlted position. , 
Did yeu ',ever hear of anybody marrying for position:? 
I have; and I have been told of meinbers of the familly 
who became united with some family of distiriction. 
And you will get position ·if you come to the Lord 
]e'sus. }if you marry thl! Lord Jesus you will find that 
He wi'll promolte you to great honour. No; it is not 
all shame; it is not all dishonour. Ther,e is position. 

There is also good society. I have heard of people 
marrying to get inte society. I remember some years 
ago having in my study a beautiful plant, a lily, one of 
the most wonderful plants I have ever seen. It :was 
just a cluster of blooms. One day 'SIome ladies called, . 
and my wife brought them up to my s,tudy. ''rhey 
came in and s,aJt down, and we had ·a very enjoyalble 
visit. Incide:ntaUy, they walked over to the w,in,dow 
to examine the plant,.and they said' they had not seen 
anything like it. I said, "It is v.ery gra-cious of you, 
to make this call on the pastor. It is not very often 
that a compa'ny of peopl'e come toO my study ,like this." 
"Oh," they said, "you 'mUiSt not 'be too proud of your
s,elf. We did not come to see you to-day, we came to 
'see the lily!" "Th~n/' II saild; "I shan have to b~ 
grateful to the lily fOir bripgiin'g me 'good .company." 
You keep company 'With the Lily' of the VaHey and 
you will have all Heaven come to call on ypu. 
, The best part of the story i's that this b'ridegroom was 
such a wonder/tel ma,n--'his name means _ "Laughter", 
'becaus,«:! at 'his c9'ming Samh; h1S mother, raug.hed with 

,j.oy. First of all, she 'laughed in deris,ion at the 
'promise of his coming, but later she laughed with joy 
at thi's giflt of a son. And lisaac was one of the out
standi,ng characters o,f history, a qu,iet, beautiful, home,
loving, C'hararcter. He was a prince. I fancy ther'e is 
a line there that is not told. Eiliez~ would say to her, 
"I have told you aQI. about my master's wealth, I have 
told you about his position, amd that he is a mighty 
prinCe; 'but I cann<?t tell you about hi'm: you will hav~ 
to' see him YQurseU to J<now what he really is; he is 
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" d h · 't" 1.. t "No·w" 'l'S the emphati<c word of one of the noblest. men of aliI "the land, an s e IS a any lIDe 'vU now. 
fortunate woman who is c:hos'en to become the wife the text. 

. The BiMe is the most commonsense book in the .. of such Q man.".. '1._ . "All h' . R ot.. k h' b . 
world. They,said" at 1li:1st, . . t· IS 'liS eve al. s .US.l-

The best pa:rt of the gospel story is j~~t that. Salva- ness." And w.hen you are gomg to get marrIed, It IS 
tion does not consist in the str;eets of gold. You l<:now your business ·and.not somebody 'else's. You have to 
up there in His 'city the gdld is where the "L~rd in- make the decision~ And so they said, "We will ca.ll \ 
tended i-t to be, under our feet, just a cheap. thmg to th~ damsel, and enquire of hler about it. 'We .wlill. l~t 
,walk .on, that is wh!!l1e it ou.ght to be; the ga'~es aTe 'her make the decision." So they Ibrought RebeKah m 
made of pearl, the walls 'are df jasp·er,. 'and the man- anld' Eli'ezer renewed hiis proposal, and they saidu~t.o 
sions are v·ery wonderfun. Of that bndal home! we heir, '''Wilt thou go with this man ?" Oh, what a <:ntl~ '. 
read, "And the ~ity hath no need of the sun, nelth~r . cal'hour I What a critical .momentl E!liezer walt'ed, 
of the moon, to shine in it; ,for the glory of God did . wondering still if the I Lord had made' h,is ~ay\ pro~-. 
lighten it, and Ithe Lamlb, ,is the light thereof." Salva- perous; It is all over now, the proposal IS before her, 
tion is not tbe many mansions, nor the str·eets. of gold, 'and Bliezer has done "all ,that he needs to 00. The 
rior the walls of jasp·er, nor the gates of pe'arr:l, nor even servant h'as .made hi,s 'appeal, '-and now the fam,:l~ are 
the robe of righteousness apart. fro~ Christ, ~or all alI swept aside, and Rebekah stands there. Ehezer 

.. the ornaments of grace: 'salv~tlOn .1S J esus ~lmself. says, "What .is your answer?" And she ·said, "I will 
·.oh, ·that we -may faU in llOve With Him! That IS what.· go." I thi'nk in Eliezer's .. -b:ear.t t~,ere. was a great 
the gospel offel"'S'-the Bridegroom of the soul. . HalleluJah! He must have. satd, ThiS ,has. beena. 

Butt'lrel'e is: a mne in this story.I do not like': "In good day. It .is a,Ll done, and .my master IS to have a 
the cave that ,is jp :the field of Machpelah ... there bride." . 
they Iburi-ed AhraJlam and Sarah his wife; there they ,I wish I could perform 'a marriage ooremony th,IS 
buried I'sa'a-c and R!ebe1rnh his wife." Thus d'eath ter- evening. I havre· mar;ri-ed many. people, and ,could .I 
minat·ed this marriage. \ But, blessed be God,' the say to the Bridegroo'm of .our souls" "Wilt Th:ou hav·e 
marriag>e to which I invite you, de.ath- h~s no power this poor 'sinner to· 'be Thome for ever, what would He 
to dislSoII'V,e. W·e shall be one W1th Him for eveI'. an'swer? I think He would stay, "Why did I w~ar 

. "And thef1e shdl'be no more death, neither ~orrow, nor tMs Cl'own of thorns? Why these.marks of the nail.s 
cry·ing, neither. shall there Ibe' 'any more 'pain: for the in mv hands and f.eet? Do you not kno·w thalt the 
former rthings ,are pass·ed away." Do you not wan.t to way to 'my heart was open~ '?y th'e ·sbl~-i~r's s~ear? 
.be married? Do YOll not !l"·eaUy WIant to he marne~? I died to 'pay her debts; to' h'rmg her Qut of. prison. 
You who 'hear -me, do you not want to come t9 thl,s Oh y'es, I am ready; I am 'Wil~ihg any time; I am ready 
Saviour of Whom I speak? now." What .WiiU you say? . . 

In performing a marriage 'ceremony, ·when we ask 
III. .the question: "Wilt thou have this wo;man ~o be t~y 

wedded wife to live together after God s ordmance In 
. "And now if ye will 'deal kindly and truly wi"th my' ;the holy ,e'sbte of matrimony? w:m ~hou llOve. he.T, 

': master, telll me': ·and if not, tell me; that I may; turn tq comfort her,' h0nour and keep her, .In 'sIckness and m 
'the right hand, or to the left." Eliezer had told his bealIth' and ,forsaking aH others, Keep the~· only unto 
story and no,w he said, "I 'Wl3lnt a decision, pleas,e. I her s~ nong 'as y'e' .both shaoll llive'?" and he says, "I 
want 'to. know what you are going to do a'bout .. it. I ·do wi:li",-is that 'marriage? Nol "Wil¢ thou have this . 

. not know whether you are the 'Woman appo~nt.e~ for man to' 'be thy wedded 'husband, to live togeth~r after 
my master's son Qr not. The only proof of It wlH he 'God's ord~na.JlIce ,in the holy estate of matflImonyl 
that you comr, and then I shall know .thaJ1: ' the Lord Will thou 1'OV'e him comfort him, honour and ke.ep 
hath appointea you. You have to deal With my master, .him in sickness ,and ,in health; .and·, forsaking all 
:you cannot evade the is·sue. You hav,e to make some oth~rs keep ,thee ,oonily unto him, so long as ye both 
'answer to the propoSlaiI I make." You cannot say shalll.ive?" When she. answers, "I witt", .before God, 
'''Yes'' to God unlless you me·an it. H.e knows' when . ~.lnd in rthe eyes IOf the law, they al'e no' mor.e twain 
.you deal kindly with Him,~nd retu~n the lo~ that He but oJlle~ Jesus has s'aid, "I wlHl." Will you answer? • 
has lavished upon you. If ye w~ll deal kmdly and You who hear me .over the ·a~r, I do not,know wqere 
-truly with my master, telll me." " you are,-':"in Roche~ter, New York, Buffalo, Schenectady' 

And what did they S'~y? The family got ,together, -wiN you accept Him to-night? . . 
:and'they said, "The thing proceedeth from the Lord. There is a g1arage man down in 'Fenelon Falls, are 
IJet the dams,el abide with us a f.ew days, at the least you listening in to-night? Some friends ~rQt~ me ahout 
ten; a'ft.~r that she shall g~." But ~liezer said, "I wa.nlt you last week, S'ay:ing th.ey saw you itstenmg' atten: 
a decision now. If ye Will deall kmdl,y and ~~uly With tivdy to the·, service.. Perhlaps. the ~rd has he~. 
'my master, tell me. But I must know about It 'because speaking to you ever smc,e. He IS ,~peakin.g now, say
I haV'e no time to waste. If you do not come, then I ing, "I will." Sitting ,where ~ou'a:re, wtlll 'y~u say, 
must turn to the right hand or to the left. I ,cannot "I wr.n", and' re·ceive . .T'esus Chnstas )'lour SaVIour? 
Willit ten ·day:s, I cannot wait'ten hours. I will not eat A man told me l:ast nigh't that he was one of'twenty-
untii I perform my 'errand.' It i's ·an urgent business, fiv;e' Sliu,ing in a room in <the Windsor Hotel, Montr~al, . 
'and I" must hav,e an .ins'tant decision." last Sunday even~ng, and that they heard ev·ery word 

I cannot promise you that the Lord will ren,ew His oIf the service dearly and di'stinctly. Plet~~ps ~here is 
pr.oposa!l ten days hence; I .'cannot promise you l'hat somebody lis~ening in Montreal. to-mght, m. that 
He will offer you aliI the glones of HIS house ten hours French.,Cana-aian 'metropoolis; can you say, '~I 'will"? 
ltence; indeed, I have no auti:torilty to,offier,it ,to you Will you f1eceive Jesus Christ: 



------ .. 

,'10 (94) THE GOSPEL WITNESS June 26, 1930 

Det us 'bow ,together in praY'er; 'and may eVlery h'eart 
re'spond to the Saviour's 'call: 0 Lord, Thou hast 
promised that whosoever shaH caa on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved. Hoor us as we pray for this oon
gt"'e'gation 'and for the hundneds and hundreds o·f oth~rs 
-mayh3Jp many thousandS-lW'ho al"e olistening. VVe 
b~1ieve Thou hast sp,oken to a multitude of people. 
Oh, may the sweet story o[ Jesus and His love break 
their hearts.! May they respond to Him, and yield 
themselves wholly to Him. We ask it in the na,me of 
Je:sus Chri>st our Lord, Amen. . 

We 'ShaH s'ing a very oldo-.fashioned hymn fctr o~r 
dosing, numher four ·hundred 'and eighty-'SIix in "Songs 
and Solos". You have been listening to Jarvis ,street 
Baptist· Church, Toronto, CanacjJa. We wish you 
would stay lW.itlr usror a f'ew moment~ to the close of 
our br.oo:dcast period, 'and join', a:s o~hers join jn th:is 
p~ace, ·in singing this hymn, though we cam{ot s~e Y'OU'. 

I hav:e seen many peopl'e come down this aisle to 
'be marl'ied----Qnd they we'l"e not ashamed. You come, 
and boldly confess your fai,th -in Christ. I'f you ,have 
nev'Cr confessed Christ, colme now; 'even if the way is 
not, clea,r, come if you desiroe to know Him. If He 
caUs yo:u, respond to His invitati'On. Some witnes'Sed 
thiS' ordinance to-night who .hav:e-'never 'been baptized., 
·but you w'ant. 'to ibe; will you come? Perhaps there 
are others who desil"e to come in1lq the fellowship of 
the· church, come at' onoe. And Y'ou Christians, pass 
on the invi,tJation to those beside you. 

Let us s,ing: 

"Dep~h of mercy! can there be 
Mercy still reserved £or me? 
Can my God His wrath forhe·ar?
M'e, the chief of sinners, spare? 

"I h'aVle aong withstood His grace, 
I Llong pro,yoked Rim to f!:is face; 

Would not hearken to His calls, 
Gr·ieved Him Iby a thousand faHs." 

N otwithstmding, He calls you. Will you come as 
we sing it?, ,Who win 'be the first to c?me this evening? 

"Whence to me this waste of tDve? 
Ask my Advocate above.! 
See the cause in Jesus' fuc·e 
Now befoll"e the throne of grace." 

WhD wi'll come? Let many 'come to Him this even
ing .. Sing the fDUrth verse': 

"Thel"e fDr'me the Saviour stands, 
. Shows His wounds, and 'spreads Hi!! hands; 

God ~s lOVle, I know, I ~e'ell; 
Jesus w:eeps, and loves me still." 

TWD 'have come, ·but are' there not many mone P I 
believe scones ought to y~e1d to Him ·to-night. Comel· 
as we. sing the next verse: 

"If I rightly' read Thy heart, 
If Thou a,ll oompassionart, 
Bow Thine ear, in mercy bow, 
Pardon and accept me now!" , 

Yes, many more haVle oo:me. l,£ our broadc3Jst is 
. Cllos'ed be.£ore Woe oome toO the end Df this service" we 
ask our frierids now over the anr ''\vho have ·reoeiv'ed 
Christ, who 1lo-night have gi\nen ,themselves to Chr:ist, 
to send us word that you h3Jve bOWled at His feet; tell 
us, that you belong to Him; makle confession in ~hat 
way. But the:roe ·are S'O ma-ny here whom I f,e'e-I ,wiU 
come this evening that we dare ,not close our service 
at nine o'dock. Ther,e are many who al"e out of 
feItOlWship with any particuaar church in the city. 

. Why do you not join with us if you stand £Or the 
th'ings ,for which we stand? You 'Who are backsliders, 
will you not come home to-night? Come as we sing. 

These pages (10 and 11) are the official organ of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches in Ontario and Quebec. 
337 Jarvis Street, Toronto, Canada. 

W. GORDON BROWN, Editor. 

ADDITIONS IN COURTLAND. wiil be 'a real additto~ tOo their equip- their need. AmDng the members of the 
... The two weeks' cam'Paign of, Rev. F. ment. church.a certain .go'Od woman began to 
Kendal im. the Courtland Bap,tist Ghurch . * * ... * ,pray for twenty new s.cholars for Sun-
cl'Osed on Sunday, ,J,une 15th, with large 55% 'INCREASE. day ·School. ,soundly converted, s·ince 
congregaUons. As a' result Df this A n'Ote fro:m the clerk of Wortley Road' the work 'Of Trenton Ibegan, herself 'Of 
special effort, Pastor R. D. GuthTie bap- Balptist Ohurch, London, . Rev. T. J. Sc'Otch extraction, she s'et a;bout answer-

. tized five ad-uIts, and two other staunch Mitchell 'P'astor, says that "a's a result iIllg her 'Own prayers. T·hrough visitation 
believers have made a'Pplica.tion for of cons,tant ,prayer ,and, house to house s-he found. many children in a 'Poor sec-. 
membership. ,Besides, there has been a visoitation, 'Our Sunday Sch'Ool 'attendance tion of the town, who attended no Sun
reviva1 of interest in the whole member- has increas'ed 550/0 over, Jast lear. Sun- day ,School. To ,bring them so thinly 

" ship of the church. " day evening, June 15th, two young men clad, she hired a taxi out 'Of money earn-
* .. ...... follQlWed their Lord in baptism." ed by going out to work during the week. 

REACHING BACKSLIDERS. * * ..... At one 'time she -had as many as twenty-
The Calvi'll. 'Church, Toronto, Mr. F. 23 IN A TAXI! three in that car, and the taxi-driver 

Roblin pa'stor, ibegan open-air work on Pa'stor H. E. Buchner is conducting feared the objection of the- chief of police 
Saturday, May 31st, and throu.gh the an extraordinary piece of missionary to, 'Overloading! Nothing daunted, Mrs. 
first meetiilg a Ibackslider returned to the work in' 'Trenton. His people !believe --- !got kind 'Permissi:on from this 
Lor-d. Next day (Sunday) his wife also that we ought to 'OOm'Pel flolks to come man, who is himself a rescue worker. 
signified her purpose to return tOo the in, and sometime's' their hDuse is· nearlw In time ·mme than one car became neces
place 'Of cons·ecrati'On. Attendance at the fUll. The wOIrk, which is uJllUl!PIlal for a sary. Six !Workers are nDW en.gaged 
meetings Df this church is keeptng up small church, began in this way. The Sunday by Sund'RY in thus !bringing in 
well for summertime. Members and Women's Auxiliary made some clothes the children. But what abo.ut the 
friends have purchased a 'Piano, which for poor families, so as to help them in clothes! A commissal'liat department 
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was esta.blis·hed in the hall, to which respect. We shall surely miss his kind- them. The 'Second- part of the cable 
clothes were donated by a~ who could Iy counsel, the school hoys will mis'S their pleased us' as .m11M as' the first, and we 
give. Occasionally the W,omen's AuxI- hel'oved teacher, tli'e nati'Ve :believers will ha·Nily know how to thank Gr ~jn to 
liary repair s'ome; !but where possible, miss o.ne who has ever so.ught to. en- say thank YOU', to the dear friends in 
such work is left ,to the mothers. Often joourag-e them and obuUd them ,up in the Jarvis Street. We are .postponIng their 
necess8lry cllothesare 'supplied on Satur-fa.ith, and :thGse who sit in darkness will letter till iIlext week; ,by that time I shall 
day, to be in full use the following miss a faithful witness. . • • have' ,been to the beach and made ar-
momin&: .. ·On one .Gr two occasions a , Our llesponsibility:" ',rang-ements .for pur~ha:se of mll:ch!ne (a 
ralgged chIld 'hoa·s arrived at school, to ,be . motorcycle),:by which GUI' nusslOnary 
W1hisked away by wor-kers', .but presently "It is gratifying to know that the J'n- will be alble to reach .moOre villages ,in 
to return in a fresh ou·tfit. Recently terest in. ,the wotrk here is being sus- less time, and certainly with Jess phy- , 
the' wOl'kers have organiz.ed themselJves tained. We ",alue the pra)"erful interest sieai strength, and I can go into detail! 
iIitoa Band' of Ho.pe to meet at 9.30 of all our friend'll in' the Union; the albout it. I'n the meantime con'Vey to 
Sunday: morning f-otr ,prayer, and then to work is going to be successful in the them our heartfeLt thanks and appreci
go out for the various groups Gf chil- -measure in wh!ieh the fri-ends at home a.tions for this token Gf theIr love and, 
d~en. A great help in this work, indeed .pray for it. They share as much, if not fellowship in the work of the Gospel, 
a 'Pi'Votal figIu·re, is Superintendent Beal, more, respons.i!bil'ity in. this w.ork than and tell them their' gift ea.me as a 
who, by missionary stories, lantern slides, we do, and 'we feel sure they will not wondemul answer to prayer; .and that .it 
etc., keeps interest a.Iive. "The best fail us, much less the Lord. There is came just in time for'my birthday, Ma,y 
part of aU is that a great 'llIumiber of going to Ibe a· great ing.athering of 4th, so that I surely:' did receive some 
the children have come to. k.no.w JeS1U6 pvecioUlS s'ouls here soon, just hGW great birthday present; We/will get a .picture 
as ,sa'vio.ur, and all are heal'lin-g the depends to a ,large extent on the ,prayer- of the machine as 'S'oon as we can and: 
trnth." ful interest of Gur co-wo.rker~ in the ;y·ou can ha.ve it developed." 

* * * *. homeland.. , 'Contrib~tion from' Tibet. 
CFCO. Mecca. / 

" NGW here is a letter from Mrs. G. A. 
The Salem 'Choir, Pa:stor W. N. Charl- . . yve shall be I~ad whe~ the Mecca Bell; :£rom the borders of Tibet, and to 

ton'djre,ctor, is .broadcasting its- final ~~ve;;. Th~ se.ndll~g of th'Is wall most 'th_~ amusement Gf our treaSo)1re.r, the 
programme far this season on 'Sunday, tImely, a·nd It ·eertam1y ·pro~es that t~e :Bel.Is have sent a ·contribution of five 
June 29th, from 1 :30 to 2 :·30 p.m., over Loro moves the hearts of HIS 'People lin d'olIars toward the general work of. the 
OFlOO, (247.9 meters, 1,210 kilos.), the hO~'Illand t~ respond to our n~s, UniOiIl! Mrs. Ben reports that many 
Chatham. . Their programme is' fiHed: _even wlthou·t theIr fouM kno.wledgte of Just listen to their ,message, ma:ny 'are friend
with a large n.um.ber "of requests' sent in how great t~e need .may .be., We a~ Iy, but few, alas, ,receiove ·.~rist ~s 
appreciatil()n of threr splendid wOl'\k of ?n our, last ~I.n of Mecca, and had :liullY Saviour and' Lo.M.. The chams of sm 
this junior chow lin· its bi-weekly broad- mtended wrItIng .you th'is week. tG . ask are strong, and the fear of inen is hard: 
cas1\S. * * * yo.u to .arrange tor another shwment, to !break. With a. Tibetan teacher these. 

* w.hen along comes Y'0ur letter ·tellmg ~s missionarjes are trying to learn coHo-. 
THE PASSING OF GEORGE that ·S~lIlley Avenue have sent ~ thIS quial Tilbetan. Th~y hope to 'spend some 

BURNETT.- love Igil!t. !'lay the Lord reward them time ion the 'Tibetan villages and among r 

F '1 h . f.or Ithelr k.mdness. '.' • the nomads and SG to make more rapid, 
amI y, c urch and Semmary were . 'th' I P th t 

deeply touched hy the passing hoone .of one Keen Interest. progress In 'IS angu~. ray a 
who had iately completed his first vear ".Mrs. Davey is very well and exceed-they may be enabled. ib~ the Lord there-
. d' "-'te t .. f th G l·r . hy to reach -more WIth the Gospel, and m ;EhWJI ra,mmg or. e ospe' .mlnIs- ingI,y happy; 'she. is' an ideal helpmate that to this end they and their little 
try, Mr. ,GeoI1ge Burnett. Fall1bank and is in her e~ement with her black b k t' h -. 1 h 1th 
Baptist 'Church was crowded to capacity f;riends' of course, she would .be delight- ones may. e ep m P 'Y'Slca ea . 
f-otr the funeral service on Wed.nesda,y, ed to have the company and .f.ellowship * * * * . , 

ORION. June 18th, FoIIoowing the invocation hy of another white lady, for even the best 
Rev. A. Thomson, Dr. T. T. Shields read of hustbaiIlds cannot make up for lack 
passa.g&s Gf comfort from God'·s Word; of this kind of company! However, we . Orion" situated on Lake Orioo, has a 
the writer led in prayer; his former pas- manage to keep very cheerful and we population in winter ti·me 'of approxi-, 
tor, Rev. W. ·F. Mesley, gave a Gospel are very hll'PPY and glad to ,be here. mately 1,000. The s'UJInlIlter population 
mes's'age 'on "The Place OaHed Qalvary"; M'eetings are iIlot so weH' attended now rangoes' Ibetwe;en 1oO,~0. pnd, 16,000. As. 
Rev. S" Lawrence s:poke on ;behalf of that farm season is on, 'but we are get- may ·be sU'J;'Illused, t11!is IS a popuIlI;r sum-
the ,Semlna:ry, declllll'ing that our brother ting 'around to the villag-es at night time, mer. !esort, especlaHy ·attractlv~ to 
'ilrepared much be:f.!lre he ~ied"; whlJe and having s.ome good meeta-ng.s., allld the O~ms;t}~n .p'&opie on account ,o~ birl~ a 
Pa;s.t<?r J. F. '!I0Ihday, WIth deepest interest.is very keen. The inq,ui.rers' BI'ble. CO'Ilferenee. Lake OrIon. IS· a 
emotIon, pled 'WIth. the unsaved to heed, class is still 'g'Oing stl'ong,',we ,luave four beautIful Slheat of w!i'ter, el!'-,bMClIlI!g 1,-
the text from whIch the departed had reg.ular littendarits and .an enrolment of 700. ac~. ~d co~talllS_ 21 ISlands. An 
1atelr preached' 'On the street corn,er,' seven. . aU~l<b~um for ]~hibl~ confe:nmces was 
~'Beheve on the Lord Jesus 'Christ, and ".... our love' to all the dear -buIlt In 1899. ThIs WIll- .seat 2,000 .. Some 
thou shalt Ibe S&\1'ed·"; Rev. C. L. Ru.m~ friends." .' of ~ bes~ kn:ewn natlOiIl& and lIll1ieT-. 
. balil pronGunced the benediction. May .. ~ natIonal Blble ~ers and! ;preachel's 
God raise up someone to take the p-Iaee MIssionaries· and a Motorcycle. have been heard ·at ItS' confe'renees. Two 
h'l!tl'e of this 'second student of ou·r SchoOol (Later.). "Things never ,happen by Years. ago i-t came under the. control of 
to .pass to ·hiog-her service. chanee to the child o-f God. I needed Moody Bilble Institute, Ibut. IS now 'IIIIl 

* * * * some special nails for some work that iiIldependent cOOlfenence agaIn. Pasto;r 
I am doing, ·a·nd I aecided not ·to wait F .. B. :Cutler, who d·s 71 Y'ear:s Y'oung, has: 

TiBET HELPS LIBERIA! till ,SaturdaY', when our usual hoy goes been In charge of the BaptIst work ~nd' 
Weare always anxious to get latest m 'With 'our mail, so on Tuesday I sent chu!ch h~ .:lior the las't 16 years, WIth 

ne.yrs from our mis'si:onaries, and letters in a 'boy for the nails. lm-a.gine, if you an Intel'mls'sl'on of two years. Seventeen 
,to hand from Rev. H. L. Davey tell us can, our 'great joy 'and surprise 'When mem:~s' mad·e 'Up :tfue .ch'llTlCh when 
of rece.nt happenings. 'Speaking ·of the he re~u~ne9 bringing with him the cable Ol'Igani.zed 'by Bro .. C~er '111/ 100!i. ·Th!'l 

.·departure of Mr. Lewis., he S8/YS: "We contal'nIII!g ·news that Rev: and .Mrs. Han- present member.sh~p IS 60. Dur~ the 
are sorry our collle8lgue had to leave the cox had been accepted '!by the Board, and past year Pastor Cutlier ihas bapt~ 11; 
work, he has done so mUlCh of tbe rough that we could look forwaro to thei.r join- and five members have been recel,ved by 
pion~ri-n;g .and so f.a.ith:llully s~ the 'ing us i~ .the work here: This is wonder- !~ter. ~ Sipite of his year:s, the.P!lstor. 
seeds, that It almost seems' a oSha:me that, f.ul, and llil the Lord's doang, and we bless IS Ca.rrylln,'g on an aggresslve mInIstry. 

, just as we. are !beginning to see ,some and praise Him fur this s:p'eedy response He is loyal to the Word o~ ~od, a.nd.lays 
l'esul.ts, he IS s:addenly c;alled away., He to the need of SGmeone coming to .fill gr!*1~ stress on. the, spITltual . thIngs. 
certal1~ly .has· Igave~ of hIS very 'best, II;nd the place left vacllln~ by the ·retu.rnlng Wlthm·a YE;BT, If the Lord, tarries, and \ • 
the MISSIon can i'll aff.ord to lose. hun. bome 'of Brother LeWIS. Woe are 'tickled they bath hve, Pastor and 'Mrs. Cutler 
Moen whose hearts are in the MissiOiIl to death' to think that a married· couple win ce'lebrate theiorgoldEm wedding anni
field. are hard to Il'eplace, and Brother are eoming, and we . are jtiat waitIng veI"iI'ary.' Gods ridhest Iblessing,s rest 
Lewis ~,as an ideal missionary in every news to ten ,us . when 'We' may eX!pec:t u,pon them. and the church they 8'erve. 
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. Baptist B.ible Union Lesson Leaf verses introducing the matter and giving 
an expl1mation of the development of the 
trees arid herlbs of the field. Weare 

V_o_l._V_. ____________ N_o_._3. informed there .. was no rain upon the 
REV. ALEX. THOMSON, Editor. . earth, and there' was nota man to till ----____________ .the ground, "·But there went up a mist 

Lesson 28. July 13th, 1930. from the earth, ·and watered the whole 
Third Quarter. face of the groundr". Moisture was not 

essential to the 'creation .of these trees 
THE NEW ORDER DESCRIBED. and herbs; ibut ;for their develO!pment it 

Lesson Text': G.enesis, chapter 2. was necessar:y. . 
. Golden Ten: "And the Lord God formed III. THE FORMATION OF MAN, (v. 7). 

man of the dust of the ground, and Several.things are s.tated·here in refer
breathed into his nostrils the breath ence to man. He wa.s fo·rmed by God: 
of life; and man became. a living he was :formed of the dust of the ground; 
soul."-Gen. 2:7. God breathed into his nostrils the breath 

I. THE SEVENTH DAY, (v:s. 1-3). of lUe, and he ,became a living soul. Tohis 
These verses belong to the' narrative of links man with the material creation, and 

c:hapter one, and inform us of the rest with God. It depicts him ·as a special 
ell God at the conclusion of His creative creation, .contrary ·to the evolu·tionary 
·activity. His work was good and <;om- idea· of !II·rogress from a lower species .. 
plete and there !beirig nothing further to It 'emphasizes :his superiority over the 
do 'thereat He rested. And He blessed animal creation, for concerning the ani
the sanctified this day, marking it as mals we do not read of God! doing 'as 
specially sacred 'and significant. Here herein depicted. Man'.s ibody was, and is. 
w~ have the first division of .. time into of the ear,th, ibut his life caine from God. 
seven; six days of labour, and one of Man's cl'eation from the earthly side is 
rest; the Divine· programme, and the here seen, and the former aecount in
divine emmple, for man: -Beven is the formed us of its heavenly aspect. 
number of perfection or ~oID!Pletion, hav- IV. THE LOCATION OF MAN, (Vs. 
ing' this significance throughout 'Scrip- ' 8-1'7). " 
ture. In relation ;to the -Baiblbath day. Nature of the garden, ~vs. 8-10). The 
the following may ,be noted with interest account herein ,given of .the garden of 
and proofi.t. "The 'Isra·elites observed .the Eden :bears on its surface the stamp of 
sabbath in their wilderness journey, (Ex. its his.torical nature. God planted the 
16:23), at Sinai ·the command to observe garden eastward in Eden: He may:bhere
it was given as !part of their la.w, (Ex. fore be termed ,·the .first husibandman. 
20:8-11); and it was given a's a sign to (John 15:1). '~And .there He put the 
them, (Ezeok 20:1'2) (&ee ao}so Neh. man whom He had formed". Such a 
9:13 and 14, ·and Deut. 5:15). The nature place was a ,garden .of delight, the trees 
of 'its observance was very strict; it was were pleas·ant to the eyes, and good for 
kept from 'sunset to sunset, (Lev. 23:32). food, and the ,trees of life /ind of the 
it ;was· a day· of complete rest for all. lmowledge of good aud ·evil' were also 
(Ex. 20:8-11); no fire was to be kindled. there. 'It was indeed a para.dise before 
(Ex. 35:3), the stranger within the gate~ sin entered, with the' presence of God 
was to oIbserve it, (Ex. 20:'1().), and the manifest to His creatures and fell()wshLp 
sabbath-'breaker wa~ to be. stoned, (~x. with Him enjoyed continually. It i1lus-
31:15). it was kept ~n the tIme of ~rIst. trates .the goodness of God to men, and 
(Lu~ 23:56), and It was a ·specifically. makes known .the 'fact that He did His 
JeWish ohservance, (Ex. 3b12~18). Note very ibest for man, thus giving him a 
the pU!1!0se 01: .. the law, (Gal. 3:~9-2~). start in life under the most favourable 
the deCISIon af tne chu.r,?h under ~e gUld- circumstances. 
ance ,of the Holy SPIrIt. concermng .the Location of the garden, (vs. 1!lo4I4); 
sa~, (Acts 1'5:23:2'9), and .our relatIon- The river IW'hich watered the 'garden 
ShIP to ,the law, (R()m. 6:14), to the new '~parted and hecame into' four heads". 
covenant, (H~b'. 8:6-13), to';ffue command- The name of the first was J;>ison which 
ments of ChrIst, (I John 3:22, 23), and.to compassed the whole land of Havilah, 
the salbbath. (Rom. 14:1-5; :Col. 2::16. the name of the second Gihon, which 
17). The early church Oibsen:-ed the fir.st compassed the whole land of E,thiopia. 
day of the week, not as 'a J eWIsh ~aJbbath. tthe third Hiddekel, which went toward 
but as a. new day commemoratmg the the east 01: Assyria, and t1ie fourth 
resurrectIon o.f o~r L~rd f.rom the dead; Eu.phrates. .such a description gives 
and we hold. It .lIke.WIse not !by force of evidence of the historical nature .of the 
law~ 'but out of love for. our Ib>les'sed narrative. In"the early days those places 
Sa~our. ~e st.udy of th~se and ot~er would proibaJbly ioo well known. They 
scnptures WI.H gIve us an ul!derstandmg are not 'Unknown ;to 'IlS, and whi'le the 
of our. relation to the J eWlsp ;SBiI!bath. exact place is not easy to locate Wiith 
and w.all save us. from leg~hstic Inter- exactitude, probably due to certain 
pre'bations of. scrIpture whIch hav~ no natural changes, yet ·a'reasonaJble sup
warrant. I~ IS well to note there IS no position is that the ,garden of Eden was 
command! gIVen here for the observ·ance situated somewhere in the region of 
of the seventh day. . Mesopotamia. Two great rivers water 
IL THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH. that region in the :present time, named. 

(vs. 4-6)~ reSIPectively, the Eu.phrates, and! the 
'The (phrase, "These are the generations Tigris, the latter termed Hiddekel as 

of the heavens and ,the earth", shows above in Daniel's' ;prophecy, (Dan. 10:4). 
that the sacred writer is beginning a .new Man's occupation in the garden, (v. 
section' of his narrative. The account 15). The Lord never encourages idleness 
of creation which. follows is not con- either in .time or eternity. He desires 
tradictory, ·bu~ s:uPplementary to the one man to Ibe engaged in some useful oecu
in the ;previoUs chapter, dealing with.the pation. It has been said in :reference ,to 
subject .wom the manward.aspect, th~~ temptation that the devil tempts m8:n. 

t' 
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but an idJIe man tempts the devil: This 
statement may not be exactly correct. 
yet there is some'. truth in it, for if our 
atten.tion is not talren up with something 
useful, Satan has more o.pportunity to 
~(pt us, and 'he does not require any 
more than he has, as we may learn from 
our own eXiperience, and that of our first 
parents. Adam was :placed in the garden 
to dress it and to keep it. Before the 
coming of thorns and thistles as a con
sequence of the fall this must have been 
a pleas·ant ·occupation, affording exercise 
to body and mind, and stimulating the 
spirit to than~sgiving and worship. 

Man's test in the garden, (vs. 16, 17). 
Man was ;placed in .the ·garden as a being 
with a 'Will and not as an automaton. 
but God di~ected hLs actions, '!1nd ex
pected o.bedience. He gave ~llm ~r
mis.sion to eat of every tree of the gar
den, with one exception, of that one ,tree, 
he was not to ,partake. If he 'should 40 

sO', death w.ould be the conseque.nce. Th~s 
command! constituted a test With O'bedl
ence as the OIbjective: The command was 
simple, easi,ly understood, not diffi.cult -t:o 
obey and quite reasonable. As a .test It 
was' necess·ary to man's spiritual de
velopment, and to prov·e th!lt he was 
voluntarily su'bject to the wd·l of God. 
There was only one command, not a 
multiplicity of commands, therefore man 
had no excuse for di~Qbedience. 

V. THE HELPMEET OF MAN" (vii. 
18-2'5). " 

The re'ason for the mao~ing. of the helip
meet is f()und in the statement of God. 
that "It is not .good that the man shoulq. 
be alone". Adam required someone meet 
for him who would be a help to him, a·nd 
in this there is expressed the proper 
attitude of the wife to the ·huSiband. She 
is·,to he his helper, and many ·a husband 
can give credit to his wif·e for any suc
cess achieved iby him. Man is als'o" a 
social being, and not meant to live alone. 
Other ;reasons ·s,re qwte obvious UPOI) 

reflection. . 
The intelligence of Adam· is seen in 

his naming of the vadous animals and 
fowls. This ;proves ·that God placed man 
in a high estate"at creation,and that the 
low state, past and present, of many of 
the hum·an family, is due to degeneracy 
resulting fr·om sin. The superiority of 
man over the animals is again evidenced 
in the fact that among the animals, there 
was. not found, one helipm!let for him. 
Adam was more than ammal, thougl). 
made of the dust of the ground. The 
making of woman is then depicted; a 
deep s'leep is made to fall upon Adam; 
one of his rihs is taken out, ~nd of :that 
rib the Lord God made a woman. She 
was "called Woman, .because taken. out 
of man. We thus note her oneness with 
man: she is bone of his hone, and 'flesh 
of his flesh. "S'he was not ma.de out of . 
his head to 5ur,p'ass 'him, nor from his 
feet to he trampled on, but from his side 
to be equal to him, and near his heart 
to he dear to him." This leads ,to the 
statement concerning the· marriage re- I 

lationship, that ".therefore shall a man 
leave .his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: . and :flhey shall ~ 
one flesh." This emphasizes the divine 
origin of marriage, its sacredness:, and 
its monogamous natur~. Note our LoI:d'~ 
r~ference to it, (Matt. 19:4, 5). . 


