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THE OPENING OF THE IRON GATE 
It is characteristic of youth and of inexperienced age 

that the lack Qf the sense of historical perspective qis­
qualifies them for any true judgment of the history of 
their owIi time. 'The issues of to-day are usually most 
accurately appraised when they are viewed in ~he golden, 
glow of yesterday. Buoyant'hope-which is by no means 
to be despised-is, al.ways ready' for a morning ramble 
with who ever will run cheerily to meet the future' when 
the dew.is fresh on life's untrod den path; but Wisdom 
and quiet Assurance are oftener the companions of the 
eventide. 

It is therefore a good thing to look back occasionally, 
. for if we do so we shall find that there is no present pain, 
nor, sorrow, nor anxiety, which others have not felt be­
fore us. Since the days and the'deed of Ca,in, red war 
has had its place in the world of men; if not between na-' 
tions, too' often between individuals. The son 'of' the 
bondwoman has always scorned the son of the free wo­
man. The'Ishmaelitish spirit, like the poor; is with us 
always. There has always been an Esau to ,glorify the 
temporal and material, while despising the spiritual.,ele­
ments of life. . 

The varying fortunes of the Hamans and the Mor­
decais make up the history of the race, as well as the 
political history of ,the world. Righteousness and truth 
have always had their 'witnesses who have become martyrs. 
Every nation-and every individual-must have its 
Babylonian experience when it~ harps hang silent on the 
willows by the water courses. The truth has never wanted 
for a Herod to vex it. Our mistake too often is in, sup­
posing that Herod is without a,successor. Law and order 
have always had a struggle to maintain their right to be. 
Every principle of righteous character, and conduct· and 
every principle of civilization have, Moses-like, been hid­
den in the beginning of their course in some bulrush ark 
from the power of some lawless hand. And every re­
generating princi:ple has had to take shelter in Egypt and 
Nazareth in, fue days of its infancy.' , 

Evil waxes bold by its successes, and when it has killed 
James the brother of John, it proceeds further to take 
Peter also. ' 

, The story of the murder of James and the imprison­
ment of Peter is' not new. Indeed, it is commoner than 

, they who are most fami'liar with it suppose. Our en-

'deavour in this article will he to present it in' a frame 
Wlhich is not strange, to hang -the picture so that the lignt 
of present-day experiences ma:r fall ~pon it. 

I. 
" 

It is not, then, uncommon for a Christian to lose his 
liberty. Peter in prison, absent from the assemblies of 
the saints, no longer exercising the functions of hms office 
in the ~ht~rch, his voice silenced, and his sword laid' by, 
-all thIS IS analogous to occurrences whiCh we ourselves 
have either experienced or observed. 

It may be 'said that some invite ,their apprehension by , 
their o~ unfaithfulness. It is not always Herod's fault 
tn~t ~eter is absen,:! from the prayer-meeting, that his 
VOIce IS no longer eloquent for Christ. Of Peter's ow.n 
,surrender to the forces of evil we' are all aware: And 
there, are other men and women who have lost their lib­
erty in Christ who have therpselves to blame for their 
captivity. No prison could hold a man more securely 
than yonder luxurious dwelling holds its owner. There 

, ~re n~ chains. more binding than those which he 'has forged 
for hUTIself m the pleasures to which he is a:bandoned. 
There is no jail'more impregnable than that of which ease 
and self-indulgence are the keepers. From that bond­
age of selfishness ,none' but divine power can deliver. 

. Even divine Providence is often a jailer to the d,is­
obedient. We J?ay not just,ify ou~ inability to preach as 
a free prophet m the streets of- Nmevah by pleading the 
invulnerabiLity of walls and bars of whalebone, when, like 
a vagrant who would rather go to jail than work Imke 
Jonah, we ~ave paad our fare .to.' run away from 'duty, I 

and, have VIrtually begged admISSIon at the prison gate. 
But even for such delinquents-and such we all are or at 
some time have been--4:here is deliverance through the 
grace of God., ' 
. But following 'the analogy of 'our story, it may be olb­
served that there is a straitness that comes to 'us in the 
way of duty; there are Herods from 'which none of us 
can altogether escape. 'Jot may not be that we shall be 
?r~u~scr.j.bed by aJ?-y formal le~al process, but only 'by I, 
mVISlble forces whICh, for the tIme, are inexorable and 
i,rresistible, The pictures. o,f IS.raeI shut ill by mountains, 
and rhe sea, of Ehsha beSIeged In Dothan, of ~eter bound' 
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in chains, while historical in fact, are parabolic in 
principle. . 

Nor do we speal} only of 'spiritual bondage. That is 
bitter and real, but it belongs to that state to which we 
have already referred, and for which we are ourselves 

. responsible: a state which we fittingly describe when we 
complain,---:, 

"Lo~k how we grovel here below, 
Fond of these earthly toys: 

Our souls can neither fly nor go 
To reach ini.mortal joys." 

Is there not a I bondage of circu~stances as real as 
Peter',s pr.ison walls? Are we not thus forbidden to roam 
abroad? Are we not brought face to face with physical 
barriers which we cannot break. through? 

We shall not attempt to go into particulars here, but 
leave our readers to fill in the details. It may be that into 
some domestic life the straitness has come. It may be 
down at the office that. you feel the weight anq hear the 
rnttle of the· chains. It may be that some of your busi­
ness associa.tes or competitors are "the keepers before the 
door" who "keep the prison". But if it be true that' in 

. this plain, liteml, maJt:erial, circumsta11ltial, sense, .the 
pri'son doors have closed upon you, if in any of these, 
or in other spheres of life, the untrammelled freedom of 
the field, the public highway, and the unconfined air, has 
been superseded by the straitness of resource and action, 
arid the 'consciousness of confining walls, we have a .word 
of comfort for you f,rmil the Lord. 

II. 
And th3lt w:ocd must be to this effect, that no circum­

stances can shut out the angel of the Lord. The 31ngel of 
the Lord came to Peter when the doors were shut against 
all human helpers. He was in prison, and none could 
visit him .. But into that dar\mess came the angel of the 

. ' Lord. The pri·son, with all its accompaniments, for the 
moment remained, .but !the angel was there. And we have 
not. to. get out of prison to find the Lord. God's angels 
are not like some of our feathered singers, the flutter of 
whose wings is never heard in the winter time. On the 
contmry, it is .their special mission to visit s'Ouls in 
prison. It i·s one of the funot1ons of grace to provide 
songs in the night. 
. Here is one, for instance, to whom the prison has been· 
domestic affliotion-disease has been the grim jailer. It 
may not be personal: it may be that someone else is ill. 
But we have heard a watcher say, "I do not know how I 
have endured it. The frown~ng walls of my pr.ison have 
been about me; the chains of the jailer have been very 
real. Life was rdlJbed of its buoyancy and freedom. I 
was as a bird with wounded wings. And yet, here I am I" 
Ah, some day you will learn that it was because God sent 
an angel to be your nurse. 

Or another has had a succession of business reverses. 
He oos been moved from place to place-and always into 
a narrower cell.. From without, past the second, and then· 
paslt the first ward, he has been conducted to an interior 
dungeon-and yef God has fomid him, and in his direst 
distress He has felt the touch of an angel's hand. 

How we .should like to dwell upon the details of this 
picture 1 We must raJt:her, p.owever, gather them up in a 
sentence or two. 

There was, first of all, a light in the prison-enough 
. to show that it was a prison, which, being interprelted, 

may mean a deeper consciousness of life's exigencies. It 
is often so that the beginning of deliverance is marked by 
an intensification of one's sense of captivity. But then 
came to Peter the touch-the touch of the supernatural, 
the ministry of the divine interference. And then the 
voice that was not human-that message out of the un­
seen that 'breathed strength and inspiration, and anon, the 
falling of the chains 'and a sen~e of relief even though the 
doors were still shut. Then you girded yourself, and put 
on your sandals, and ·cast your garment upon you-and 
stood up as a new man, albeit the walls still shut out the 
sun. The gates were locked as securely as ever, and in 
that new light you' were more fully aware of your diffi­
culties than ever 'before. Notwithstanding, in that new 
companionship you were unafraid. 

·Thus "unto the upright there arises light in the dark­
ness", and the doors-which are shut "for fear of the 
Tews"-<:annot shut out the King of the Jews, but may 
open of themselves for fear of Jesus, And ·that is our 
seoond lesson, that no material oircumstances can separ­
,ate us from the help of those ministering . spirits who are 
"sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salva.tion", ' 

III. 
Our third observation is th~s: there is always an iron 

gate that bars our return to liherty, Soldiers iron-armed 
are fOribidding. Iron chains are a formidable hindrance 
to progress. But when these have lost their power of 
captivity, the iron gate 1"emains. 

And does not the analogy run all through life? There 
is always a point where the evil appears to ·be stronger 
than the good. How full of contrasts and contradictions 
life seems to be 1 More to be feared than all the armies 
of Philistia, there is ever a giant of Gath; and more to 
be dreaded than the forces ot Absalom, the counsel of 
Ahithophel is always to be reckoned with. Hence, life is 
never wholly free from the .necessity for miracles . 
Through succeeding generations the conditions are ever 
the same. Alwa)'lS outside the open gate of the temple 
called Beautiful a lame man who cannot go in; and in­
side the iron gate of the prison, a sandaUed and girded 
knight of truth who cannot come out 1 

There could be no true progress in life ,if the principle 
of our story were not always an elemenit of Christian 
experience. There is always a flavid for every Goliath, 
a J oab for every Ahithophel, an angel ·for every iron gate. 

We do not know what the iron gate may be to you,­
we mean the gate thait leadeth unto .the city, the thing that 
bars your spiritual progress, that which prevents your 
entrance into liberty, which stands between you and a 
higher, richer, fuller, life-not the chain or the soldier, 
but that which lies beyond the first and second ward,. the 
u1tim.ate barrier, the outside door. Ah, that is the supreme 
obstacle 1 . 

Or shall we pm it another way: it is the fly in life's 
pleasant ointment, the thi.ng t'hat. mars the otherwise pleas­
ant things of life. In the domestic sphere, perhaps irt: is 
the waywardness of a child, or the ill-:temper of a .hus­
band, or the shadow of disease. In the world of affairs 
it may be the power of monopoly, the inadequacy of ca.p~ 
ital, or the uncertainty of the ohamcter of some important 
human factor. . . 

But is there no way of getting past the iron gare? To I 

which. we must answer: There is no way short of a mir­
acle. If that be true, to the child of God the miracle may 

. be expected. . . 

1 
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. 
, Did we not say than: circumstances could not shut God 

out? The angel 'was not afraicl of the outside of the iron 
door-why should he fear the inside? He who can go in, 
can go out ,again, so thai!: "they", Peter and the ang.el-no, 
the angel and Peter-"came unto the Iron gate that leadeth 
untotlhe city; which opened to them of his own accord: 
and they went out, and passed on thrOt.\gh one street". 

'The gate "opened to them of his own accord". And it 
always does when we have the Angel with us. We called 
aJt an apartment one day, and rang the bell. Someone 
called dawn the speaJking-4:ube to come up; then ,the door 
opened of, its own accord,-at least, we did not ope~ 
it. An invis,~ble hand pressed the button, and open 111: 

came. . 
And do you not thin,k that God can press the button 

and op,en prison dool1S for you and me? . . 
On another occasion 'He opened the prison by an earth­

quake. Our only point of insistence is that, when God 
visit!,! one in prison, he may congratulate himself that as 
no bar could shut Him out, so no bar can shut Him in. 
If He wills to do so, He ,can take us out with Him. There­
fore we bid ypu put on your sandaIs and prepal'e to go 
walking. Go on past the first and the seCond ward, and 
be not afraid of the il'on gate in the morning. One is with 
you vVho has the key, and the miracle win occur when it 
j,s neede'd. He will bring your soul out of prison that· 
you may praise, His ~~e. ~ , 

IV. 
J, We have but limned the picture in barest outline, but 
we must have this one word more. The reality of life's 
miracles appeal'1s pnly as we meditate upon them. Peter 
acted as one in a dr-earn, and "wist not that it was' true 
that was done by the angel~'~ . But the angel did not leav.e 
him ju~t outside the gate---Ibut "passed on tilrough one 
street". It was nQt until the angel was gone that,he real­
ized the miracle. 1t was when he "was come to hi,mself, 
he said, 'Now I know of a surety, that the Lord' halth sent 

'his angel, and hath q,elivered me out of the hand of 
Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the 

,Jews". Not in 'the experience itself, but in his reflec­
tion upon it, did Peter fully realize the hand of, God. 
, Many a blessing we have missed because we have not 
sufficiently pondered the divine goodness. We hardly 
knew what was happening when we passed throug.h that 
severe trial. It was not a time for anyone to preach to us. 
We eouId not have understood. 'The angel wisely did not 

. preach, and becaus~ of that we did npt r~<?gnize his re-

Hgious, his supernatural, character. But ·now that you 
have passed through one' street, will you cons~der the r 
thing? We know what you will say if you do. "Ah, I 

, did not undeI1Stand the mystery of the' irOlJ. gate. I know 
how impassable it seemed. But as one in a dream I wa:Ik­
ed through as it swung no~selessly open before me, Now 
I know of a surety, ·that the Lord hath sent his angel, and 
hath delivered me." 

But p,eter still further considered what use he should 
make of his experience; tftterefore he came to the place 
vyhere the button had. been pressed, and he learned Ibhat 

,prayer is the key which unlocks all iron gates; . and 
he 'declared what God had done. vVhat prayer meet­
iIigs we should have if you would, like Peter, "consider 
the thing"!.. ~Than: a meeting of 'power a.nd of pra~se it 
would be! 

We should hear from a mother. She wOitld say, "My 
pr.ison was a sick-room. My jailers were my sick child­
ren, and my chains were the mental and physical weari­
ness I felt from'l.ong, long watching. I thought I should 
never .survive the ,tJrial. And then, when I thought to es­
cape, I was thl"e3Jtened with 'complete. collapse~that was 
my i'l'on gate. Bu'!: it openoo to me of iibs own accord, 
and I came oUII:. I pr~·sed my constitution until I consid­
ered the thing, 'but now I know that the Lord sent· His 
angeL" 

The Christian experience of ~no~er extends over many 
years. He would say, "When I 'was a young man r got 
into evil company; my keeper·s were my companiOll1ls, my 
chains were the habits by which I was· bound. Theil a 
change came so gradually as to be imperceptible, but I 
saw my bondage, and arose, and Iitule by little I came 
out past the first and second ward. Then came the iron 
gate, and I' thought I never could make the change which 
was demanded, but I did->md the 'gate opened. I was 
d{sposed to praise myself, and to boast a little; but on 
consideration ~I saw it was an angel's' work, and the 
angel's name was Groce." 

But the angei always comes by invitation. Behind aU' 
such deliverances sqmeWihere there is being exercised a 
min~stry of intercession.. "Prayer was made without. 
ceasing of the church unto God for him." Yes; by 
way of the throne of grace it is still possible to loose the· 
chains by which men are bound, We have but to send 
our petitions heavenward, and the iron gate '\"ill open of 
its own acoprd, f.or He Who shutteth anti. no man openeth, 
and openeth and no man shutteth, is our Saviour, our 
Friend, our never-fai'Ling Del,iverer. Let us talk much 
with Him . 

"ACCEP'rED IN THE BELOVED" 
By R~v. T. I. 'Stockley, D.D., Dean of Toronto ~aptist Seminary. 

More than three thousand years ago an anxious 
think'er asked the questi'on, "How sha,ll man be just 
with God?" This question is certainly ancient, but it 
is not obsolete nor antiquated. Indeed it is an "up-to­
date" inquiry, a question .fQreach orf us at this 'very 
hour. That which makes the question truly modern 
is the fact that it is a heart question, and heart ques­
tions ar·e the same in all ages and among all peoples. 

Observe that it does not ask, "How shall man be just 
with man?" That need not be a diffi,cult proJ)1em. The 

question which we have named is a much more serious 
one than that. Look at it again, "How can I, a sinful 
,soul, be declared just, 'and be fully accepted in the 
presence of the Holy God?" In all ages men have 
felt the pressure of this difficulty, and various· m:ethods 
have been adopted in order that men may be brought 
into right relations with God. But all human efforts 
to solve the problem have ended in failure, God alone 
can, give the answer; and we rejoice with joy unspeak­

'able, that our Gdd 6f infinirt·e 'grace has dev.ised a plan 

,.' .. 
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by which the guiltiest of 'men may find acceptance' 
before His' most holy law. Ther'e are two of Paul's 
great Epistles especially, the Epistles to the Romans 
and Galatians, in which we ·find a dear and full answer 
to our great question. Paul, illumined l?y the Spirit 
of God, tells us that a lawbreak,er may" become a 
justified ma'n, and he tells us how this may be. Let 
us listen. 

Tlhe great'doctrine of "Justifi'cation by Faith" needs 
'to be sounded out with great power and clearness 
to-day, because the modern pUlpit . gene'rally has 
noothing to say about it. We may consider this truth 
in two ways. First as an act: It is not a question of . 
growth or steady progr,ess in a moral cours·e. It is an 
act of God. "It is God that justifieth." Men often. 
attempt to justify themselves: But when a man knows 
that he is guilty, and is compelled to. admit it, by what 
means 'Can he declare 'himself to be just? Nor can one 
man justify another, for both are guilty before God. 
But what a delight 'it is to know that God does justify 
gui'lty men! '. ' . . . 

He does this by H1s wondrous grace. The D1vme 
WoOrd says, "Justified freely by His Grace". Grace is 
the divine Fount whence this blessing flows, 

"Gr·ace first contriv,ed a way 
To save re'bellious man." _ 

Grace plans and provides the way. All through 
God's wondr,ous method grace reigns. Human merit 
finds no place in God's plan of justification: to intro-
duce J,t would be an impertinence.. . 
. Another aspec-t of this act of God is that it is judicial. 

Law ha,s much 'to say against a guilty man, and yet the 
Judge of aliI the earth ca~ acquit him and dt;c1are him)ust, 
If you ask, "How can th1s be ?" the answer 1S that a smner 
is provided with a righteousness which ha~ been wrought 
out by Another, namely, the Incarnate 50n of God. 
This .divine Substitute obey,ed all the law of God for 
sinful men. He did this outwardly and inwardly frorI:! 
His first breath to His l-ast, and also paid its utmost 
penalty foOr guilty men. Law and judgment rest with 
perfect contentment in the finished work o'f Christ, 
and with the same complacency they gaze on' every 
'sinner sheltered there. So justificati'on is an/act of ' 
God in the Court of Divine Justice. 

This act is not a matter of gradual development. It 
is an instantaneous act. There' 'are no degnees fn 
Justification, One mooment a man may be laden with 
his guilt, trembling in .the presence of a holy and 
righteous God; but the next moment he may stand 
.fully accepted before tha't same Righteous One. Op.e 
moment the clouds of divine judgment may he hang­
ing threateningly over a sinner's head, but the next 
moment the sky may be blue with love Divine, and 
bright with the Heavenly Father's smile. 

And When God justifies a sinner, He does it eompletely. 
ffJustified from all things" is the Word of Truth. No 
charge is. left undealt with, no spot of gui'lt remains. 
"Who shall lay any thing to the .charge of God's elect?" 
Can the wO!1k be other -than complete when a soul is 
"accepted in the Beloved"? His rig.hteousness is c<?m­
plete. His resurrection from the dead declares that 
not a single sin r,emains .una1loned. . 

. "Bold s'hall I stand in that great day, 
For who aught to my charge shall lay, 

While, th;oug-h Tlhy blood, absolved I am 
Fro.m sin's tr,emendous curse and shame?" 

This .gr,eat privilege may be considered too as a: 
comprehensive blessing. It is a blessing which in­
cludes pardon, the ·absolute blotting out of all our sin. 
Justified souls are pardoned souls. The sins of the 
justified man are forgiven .freely, fully, and eternally. 
T'hey are' "borne. away", "cast into the sea", and 
"rememhered no more for ever". Some tea;chers· 
would tell us that justification ·ends there, that it is 
another term f.or the forgiveness of sins. But forgive­
ness is a negative blessing, and we need something 
positiv.e, and this is, what God bestows-a positive gift 
of righteousness. . , 

Bunyan in his story of the "Pilgrim" tells us that . 
while -the pilgrim sto'od befo,re the Cross of Christ,. 
looking and weeping, "behold, th!1ee shining ones 
came to him, and s'aluted him with, "Peace be unto 
thee". The first said to him, "Thy sins be forgiven". 
The second s'tripped him of ·his rags, and, clothed him 
with change of raiment, It is this change' of raiment 
w'hich is the positive gift, and it is included in justifica-·, 
tiQn. It means that He, the perf,ectly obedient One' 
thr.ough to the very death of'the Cross, is "made unto 
us righteousness". And could anything 'be more 
,beautiful than this? In th~eye of God the Father it 
is the loveliest thing in the univ·erse; and it is this 
which is imputed too ·the believing sinner. 

Some yea,r,s since I travelled froIP Lucerne in. 
Switzerland to Milan in North' Italy by the St. Goth­
ard Railway. It 'Was in the month of February. The· 
d~ay before our journey there had been a heavy fall of 
snow upon the mountains, ·but on the day 0.£ this 
journey. it was brilliantly sunny. Everywhere the 
scene was very beautiful. The mountains were dressed 
in their garment of newly fallen snow, and then, as· 
the sunlight fell upon them, they shone as if they were· 
wrapped in a garment of crystals. It was a scene of 
sPdtless and radiant whiteness. I hav.e never seen any­
thing more briIIi'antly white. But that shades off into· 
the dreariest blackness in comparison with the glorious>. 
robe of righteousness· ·which wraps around the justified .. 
man. The obedience of Jesus our Saviour is beyond'. 
all expression beautiful, and that gift is included in 
the blessing of Justification. , 

Amazing to tell, this' 'blessing inVlolves every other' 
bles'sing. Listen to Romans, chapter eight, verse 
thirty: "Whom He justified, them he also glorifi.ed.'" 
J ustificatiori stands at the beginning of the Christian 
life; glori'fication gives the crown to all the rest, Now, .. 
if both ends of the golden ,chain are sure to the believer, 
it must mean that all the intervening links are also. 
sure. This means' that every blessing which the soul 
may need all the way to glory is certainly his, and can. 
be appropri(!.ted and enjoyed. . 

, (ToO be continued in next we'ek's issue,) 

~ THE WEEK-END IN JARVIS STREET. 

Then as an act of Gqd, justification towers up in 
maJesty and in wondrous grandeur. The justified soul 
may well sing-

Sunday was a very good day, although the beginning of", 
th,e ;Shriners' Convention in the city rather disorganized the'. 
city's life, and made the regular work of the churches more" 

. difficult. We had a very good attendance in .the -Sunday 
,school for a summer mornjng, 1,394. ,The Pastor preached OIl!. 
"The Marriage of the Lamb" in the m'Orning, 'and the s~rmon 

• appearing in this issue in the evening. About 'fifteen came 
. forward confessing their faith in Christ. 1 
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tltbt J arbi~ ~trttt Julpit 
"FOR JONATHAN'S SAKE". 

A Sermon by tqe Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields . 

. ~ ~ .. Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist .Church, TIQI.:onto, Sunday Evening, June 8th, 193b. 
Broadcast CKGW 690 k.c. 434.8 metres . 

. (Stenographically' ·.Reported) 
. . 

"And David said, [·s there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kind·ness 
for Jonathan's ··sake?"--llI ISamuel 9:1. 

PrD:yer before the Sermon. 
o Lord our ·God, we' know of no, way of access to Thy holy 

presence but through the rent veil of the Saviour's; flesh, by 
the way that is sprinkled: with blood; therefore we bow 
together this' evening at the mercy-seat ;where Thou hast 
promis·ed! to meet with us .. We come with boldness' that we 
may obtain mercy and; find: grace' to help in time of need. 
Especially, 0 'Lord, we invoke the aid of Thy Holy .Spirit 
that we may. render to Thee thi·s evening a spiritual service. 
W'e aclmowledge that we :have sinned against Thee, that we 
have forfeited all .right to come where Thou art; and yet· 
we rejoice that the 'blood ha~ been shed, that--

"There is. a fountain :filled with blood, 
Dra;wn from Immanuel's veins, 

And simi~s plunged: beneath that flood 
Lose all, their guilty stains." 

Many of us·, by faith, have come' .to that Fountain, and we' 
have found grace there ;Such as we cou,ld find no ·w.here else. 
Thou 'hast cleansed 'heart and conscience, and made .it ipos­
sjble for us to draw nigh unto Thee' with the assurance that 
we shall find acceptance in Thy sight. 0 Lord, we come 
IWith· thanksgiving and' with the voice of praise.' Thy loving 
kindnesses are without number. If we were to count them 
they are more in number than the sand·s of the sea. Thou 
hast 'bles,sed us in a thousand ways: Thou haSlt given. us 
health and strength, food and! rai·ment; Thou 'hast !blessed. 
many of us with 'Christian associations, with. happy home 
life. We thank Thee for all Thy telllIloral mercies. ' We 
especially praise, Thee that Thou. hast !brought us from 
strangerhood into Thy family. Thou hast made us Thy 
children,and if children then heirs, heirs of God,'and joint­
heirs with Jesus Christ. We thank Thee for our standing 
in -Ghrist, that we are able to rejoice in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ by W'hom we have received the atonement. 

We beseech Thee to grant to everyone in this hou~, and 
to thos'e who worship with us at a distance, a sense O'f Thy 
nearness. at this hour.. IMay the Holy Ghost take of the 
things of 'Christ and disclose to our wondering view His 
unsearchable riches! How rich we are! How highly privi­
leged are they who are permitted: to come where -God is, to 
hold commerce with the Skies, ·and to present their petitions 
before Him Who is the King of .kings and 'Lord of lords! 
Thus we come with holy 'boldness' at this hour. We thank 

. Thee that there is, no need too small, nor a need too great, . 
to !bring to Thee. 

We ~ray Thee, 0 . Lord, now that we have Thine ear, now 
that the ,Sacrifice of the cross is made real to us by the 
operation .of the Holy Ghost in our hea~s, :to help us to 
present our' petitions before Thee. We thank Thee that the 
thoughts of our hearts 'are Imown to Thee, and that the Holy 
Spirit maketh interceB!Siqn'for us with groanings which can­
not be uttered. Hear, we beseec;h Thee, the unspoken des·ire: 
:hear the earnest longings of huma,n hearts as we wor,ship 

. towardl Thy holy temple through the ,merits of Him .who is 
at once the. Temple, the Sacrifice, and our one High ,Priest. 

·We beseeeh Thee, 0 -Lord, to bless: those who are deprived 
of the privileges' of public wOTsihip' ·such as we enjoy: this 
evening: those w.ho have been chosen in ·a furnace of aftlic~ 
tion, those who have long suffered some bodily ailment. 
Though tliey cannot come where 'We are, we rejoice that 

,Thou canst ,go where they ·are. We commend them all to 
Thee this eveni~g. There are some who are aged ·and inn·rm: 

, life, for the most part, . is behind them, and they are looking 
toward ,the ·west: Thou hast promised that at evening time 
it shall be lig.ht. We pray that' the closing day;s, of life may 
be to them the brightest and 'best of all. We remember :how 
Thy servant Jacob- did once· say, "All these things are against 
,me", and yet before 'Thou didst call him !hence Thou didst 
enlilble him to say,,"The Angel which redeemed me from all 
evil, bless .the lads." We beseech Thee to help us: all to put 
our trust under the shadOiW of Thy WiilgS, and to rejoice 
that all things work together for goo~ to th;em that l!?ve 
God, to them who are too called acco·rding to HIS purpose., 

Disc'over this evening, we· ,pray Thee, the man who is, 
hiding from Thee, the man who has shut his heart again~t 

,the thousand 8Ippeals of the gospel. ' 0 Thou' conquering 
Christ, take possession of !him and by Thy sovereign grace 
compel his ,surrender to Thy: ,gospel and .to Thy.selif. We 
pray Thee to 'meet any who. are all but plunged into the 
depths of despair, the man who has tried a thousand times 
and failed, the man who is being !beaten and utterly defeated 
by his sillJS and thronged w,ith enemies· against whom he has 
no power. ,Come in and takie·~ossession of that defeated soul. 
The strong man armed keepeth !his palace, and ihis goods are 
in peace: but when a ·stronger t~an he ,shall come upon hi-m. 
and 'overcome him, 'he taketh from: him all his armoUl" wherein 
he trusted, and spoileth ;his goods. Thou StroIl.!ger than the 
strong man armed, bring deliverance to def~ated men and 
women to-night. May Thy gospel prove', in the experience 
of multitudes, to be the power of 'God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth. I . 

Bless the mo~ers at home ;with little children. Bless the 
nurse as she ministers to the sick:·. ·Be gr.acious to any who 
are compelled of n~cessity to labour OIl.! Thy day. Jf any. 
while they labour, hear Thy word, draw near to them and 
speak that they may hear the voice ,of 'God rather than the 
voice' of ,man. • , ~ 

Help us as we come to Thy holy Book. Unveil its treas­
ures to our view; help us that we may T!eceive something of. 
the wealth of Thine abound~ng grace. :Save those ~ho are 
unsaved, we ask 'Thee, and belp Thine own dear children to 
revel in, the luxuries of Thy house, to delight themselves 
iII.!. the abundance of Thy mercies. . 

,so bless all congr,egations asseni.bl~d in ,T,hy name where 
Thy word is preached. Be ·gracious to those who gather in 
small numbers; and Who have 'Perhaps little outward encour­
agement. May the presence of the Lord enrich all 'Who call 
upon Him to-night! ' 

Now for t~is place and for those· who hear the message we 
entreat Thee. Especially we pray that the power of the 
Holy ·Ghost may ,accompany the living word. We beseech 
Thee to constrain men to come to Christ. .Make this a night 
.of salvation since we ask it in the name of Jesus iChrist l,luX: 
Lord, Amen. 

/ 
I think I may safely assume that the characters of 

our text, David and Jonathan, need no' intr-oduction 
to this 'congregation, but that we meetthem'this even­
ing as old friend's. Like some magnificent, sculptured, 
column which· has outlived its fellows, and amid the 
ruins of some old abbey still retains its ancient splen­
dour, unmoved and unmarred by the touch 6f time, 
so 'amid the wrecks '.of many friendships, and the ruins 

I 
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of many an unrequited love, the story of the mutual 
and immortal love of David and Jonathan stands out 
on the page of history as a golden monument, catching 
and reflecting the light which shines from the ~ternal 
City, a perpetual reminder of the abiding and ever 
fait~ful friendship of our Creator, God Himself. 

Saul was the first of Israel's kings, and Jonathan 
his son was heir-apparent to the throne. 'It would 
appear that 'on the first ·occasion of their meeting 
David and Jonathan conceived an unusual atta'chment 
for ,each other. It is recorded that each loved the 
other as ·his own soul. By some strange spiritual in­
tuition, it was given to Jonathan to discern that the' 
purpose o;f 'God in respect to the s~ccession lay in a 
direction opposite to that of human expectation; and 
that David and not }onathan was the divinely­
appointed ,successor to Saul in the throne of Israel. 
In anticipation of the accomplishmeIDt of the divine 
purpose, when David should be exalted to the throne, 
and ~the kingdom should be ,established under him, 
Jonathan proposed that they shlOuld make a covenant· 
with each other, by the terms of which David was to 
guarantee his kindness to Jonathan's Ihouse for ever: 
"Thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house 
for ever", said Jonathan. To this David assented. and 
the covenant was made 'and' sealed 'between them. 
When years had passed, Saul and Jonathan fell to­
gether on Gilboa's mount, and David, you will r'emem­
ber, lamented over his friend, 'saying, "I am distressed 
for thee, my 'brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou 

)been unto me: thy ,love to me was wonderful, passing 
the love of women." And ,when other y€ars had 
passed, and David had come. to the thl'one, and God 
had put the fear of him and the dread of him upon all 
the nations round about, from that seat of authority 
and privilege David asked the question of the text. 
He remem:bered the ,promise he ha'd made to his 
friend; he remembered the 'terms of the covenant into 
which they mutually had ,entered'; and he asked, "Is 
there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I . 
may 'shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake?" , 

It is not, of David and Jonathan primarily that I 
speak to you this evening, for behold 'a Greater than 
Jonathan is ·here. I shall speak to you therefore for 
a Ilittle while of a sovereign's love expressed, a wealth of 
love exhibited, and a wondrous love explained. 

, .1. 
I begin, then, with an examination of THIS EX~R'ES!,;JON . 

OF A SOVEREIGN'S LovE: "Is there yet any that is left of 
the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness?" 
David did not ask that his enemies' should be brought 
into his presence that he might he affordld an oppor­
tunity to show his displeasure, to exercise his royal 
authority in ang-er and in judgment. On the contrary, 
Ihe recognized that he was ~here as God's representa­
tive. It was not his' own kindness,· but the kindness 
of God he was to dispense. This' was he who said: 
"Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth 
over." And of the surplus of the lovingkindness, of 
the love of God, he desired to distribute to those who 
were in need. That is my subj.ect this evening: that 
the kindness of God is no fiction ·but a .fact; that it is 
a truth which you and I need to helieve, of whioch we 
need t'o 'be profoundly convinced. There is such a 
thing as the kindness of God; and if men and women 
who 'hear me this evening would really believe, there 

., 
" 

is not one of us who would not find his or 'her life 
trnnsformed, :for in the measure in which we believe. 
in the lovingkindness o'{ God, in. the measure in which 
we learn to' rest in His love; shaJI we grow up into 
Him in all things. . 

T-he kindness of God has been expressed in many 
ways. First of aU, .it is expressed in the works of His 
hands; for it is written: ,"The invisible things of him 
f1'Om the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even hiseter­
nal power and Godhead; so that they are without 
excuse." 
. Everywhere God has His witnesses which bear testi­
mony. ,to the truth of the kindness of God. This 
world is full'of evidences of the great fact that He Who 
made it and arranged it for our habitation is the Lover 
of our souls. The minerals, of the ,earth-the tin, the 
lead, the iron, the copper, the silver, and the gold­
these are but bells which call us to worsh.ip in His 
tempIe, Who i~habits the praises of Israel. One hun­
dred fathoms deep, where the coal is mined to warm 
the feet of. little children, to oook dinner for a million 
mouths, to provide power to a million hands, to brid1ge 
the ,oceans and span the continents,'and make men ten 
thousands miles apart the neighbours of eachother,­
in the cellars of this great 'house we call the world, 
by the light of a oollier's lamp, the enlightened under­
standing can read the message of the Bible that "God 
is love". 
. All the great forces 'of nature, the lightnings which 
make a way for the rain, 'the Niagaras, the air we 
breathe-all these great forces are 'but our Father's 
horses which, though·running wild in His world, were 
designed to be 'harne'ssed to our purposes, to carry our 
messages, to drag lOur carriages, to do for us that 
which our fathers thoug-ht to be impossible. And, if 
I may paraphrase the Psalmist's sayings, if our ears 
are trained to catch the music of Love's message, we 
may hear it thunder,ed by the waters as they bre~k 
upon 'the bounds which God has set that they turn not 
again to cover the earth; it is carolled by the springs 
of the valley as they run among the hills, and give 
drink to every beast of the field; we may hear it above 
us in the' trees 0.£ God's planting, where the birds make 
their nests, where tliey sing among the branches; it 
is' ,echoed from the high hills where the wild goats find 
refuge, and from the rocks wher,e the conies dwell; it 
is borne upon the br·eeze which plays upon the grass 
which groweth for the cattle, and' upon the herb de­
signed vor the service of man; on the great and widre 
sea where go the ships·, where men do 'business in 
great waters; on harvest plain, in flowered dale. and 
on. the highest' sun-kissed mountain peak, there is left 
the impress of a loving hand: 

The lovingkindness of God is everywhere. It 
sparkles in the dewdrop of the morning; it shines in 
the shadowless noontide; it is painted on the rait:Ibow 
in the' doud, and .when wrapped with evening shadows 
you may read' it in the 'crimson ·of the sunset; while at 
night "the 'heavens declare the glory of God", and the 
'Stars bear witness to this 'everlasting truth. "The 
kindness of God''',-the seasons sing it in their march; 
the years ,echo it in their flight; the generations write 
it as ,they pass; the centuries engrave it on their monu­
ments, to speak when they are gone-everywhere the 
loving-kindness of God app~ars, and this earth, once 
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deluged with vengeance, is now flooded with the kind­
ness of God; so that as' then with wrath so now with 
mercy the tops '0£ the highest hills are covered. All 
nature is light.ed by the fac,e of God; all nature is vocal 
with the message of His love if but .our eyes were 
9pened to see 'and our ears unstoppe5i to hear,-

"For he whos,e ey,es the Lor:d anoints 
His tender love may see, 

Tn radiant hill and woodland dim, 
And tinted .sunset sea; 

For -not in mockery does He fill 
Our earth with light and grace, 

He hides no dark and cruel will 
Behi'nd His s~iling face." 

I know that' is rather a popular doctrine in some 
quarters. Someone will say, "I believe all that) sir. I 
am responsiv,e to the testimony of natu.re. I have long 
helieved that there was a testimony in nature, and 
I myself love to commune with her." Ah yes, but 
strangely enough the testimony of nature is not suffi­
cient: You' remember how. Byron sang..,-I always call 
him in my thought "poor Byron". He was a great 
genius, and yet his whole life. was 'a tragedy-you 
recall these words?- . 

"There is a pleasure in the pathless woods; 
There is a rapture on the lonely shore; 

'Dhere is society wh~r,e none intrudes, 
By the deep sea, and music in its roar." 

But poor Byron never found in the "pathless woods" 
a path that led to God; nor in the "rapture on the 
lonely shore" was his soul ev,er caught up in heavenly 
communion. W,e read in the Word of God that "the 
plain ·of Jordan was well watered everywhere, befo're 
the Lord destroyed Sod'om and Gomorra'h, even as the 
garden of the Uord. . . . But the men of Sodom were 
wick;ed and sinners before the Lord exce,edingly:" O'h 
no, men's natures are not changed by 'environ,ment. 
The human, race began its course under the most 
favourable conditions possible. We began in a garden 
th3:t was vocal with the praises of God. Yet, notwith­
standing ten thousand vo,ices' proclaimed the love of 
God, the voice ;of the tempter was heard above all the 
others, and "sin enter,ed into the world, and death by 
sin." I . 

Therefore, my friends, the Llord has g,iven to us not 
only the testimony'of nature, but a 'Written T¥ord. I have 
not time to quote this evening the many passages in 
the Bi'ble which declare the lovingkindness of' God. 
I heard a man say once that he read through the Bible 
to find ,out what it had to ,say of the love of God, and 
that he found nothing about love until he ca,me to the 
New Testament .. I wanted to challenge him, and ask 
him to show me his Bible, for that is not true of mine. 
"As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I com- I 

fort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem." 
That is in the Old Testaine~t. "Like as a father pitieth 

- his childr~n, so the Lord p~tieth them that fear him .. 
For he knoweth our frame ;he remembereth that we . 
are dus·t." That is in the Old Testament. "The Lord 
hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loving­
kindness have I drawn thee." That is in the Old' 

Testament. The Old Testament is just as full of the; 
love of God as the New Testament. In fact, the whole 
Bible is a bound' volume of the Father's love-letters. 
If He had not loved us He nev·er would have spoken 
to us 'at all. I know there are hard things in the 
Bibloe-becaus1e there are hard things in your Hfe and 
mine to be d'ealt witn;· but it is Love that deals with 
them. "How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall 
I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as Ad­
mah? how shall I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is 
turned within me, my repentings are kindled together.". 
Thus God ·communed .with Himself, as though He . 
would ask Him·self what He should do with these 
rebellioU's children of His. "The ox knoweth his . 
owner, and the ass his master's' crib: but Israel doth 
not know, my people ,doth not consider." . -,. 

Men have not given heed to the written Word any 
more than they have listened to the testimony of 
nature. Therefore God has given us still clearer evidence 
of His love for men. _ . 

When I was a boy there was a man who used Ito 
sit at one 'end of old Bristol 'bridge' in England on a 
camp-stool, with a large Bible 'on his knees befor~ 
him, and with a little cup fa'stened about' his neck into 
which passers-by thr,ew their pennies as he read. His' 
Bible was not like yours and mine; he did not read it 
with his eyes but with his fingers, for he was' blind. 
He had one favourite passage, and I have' heard him 
.read it again and, again, spelling out the' word's with 
hi,s fingers, "God so loved the world, that he' gav-e his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth' in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

You will r,ecall that on the eighth day after His 
resurrection, when the disciples were gathered behind 
shut doors for fear of the Jews, Jesus Christ- appeared 
again in the midst of ;them. On this occasion, one dis­
cip\.e who had been absent a week earlier, Thomas, 
called Didymus, was present. Our Lord said to' 
Th6mas--if I m~y ag!lin' resort to paraphrase- . 
."Thorn,as, I have be~n a lo'ng time with you,. telling 
you every morning, every noonday, every evening, . 
al'ways the same old story that God is love. But 
though I have been a long time with you, yet thou ha:st 
not known me, Thomas. And so at last I have br:ought 
to you a 'blind man's Bible. Come near and read it 
with your fingers! It is written in my hands and feet 
and side, thatl God loves the world." Sinoe Jesus 
Christ died ,at the place called Calvary this sinful 
world has beel'). left withou~ excuse for refusing to be­
lieve in the love 6f God. . God has spoken His last 
word in the Word In,carnate, ind in Him He has pro­
claimed this everlasting truth that is wrought into the 
.very fa'bric,'into the very constitution of the universe, 

. that is prodaim.ed by ev·ery voice that speaks, by every 
creature He 'has made, the ev-erlasting truth, that God 
is love. 

•• 1 II. 
Let us now consider for a few minutes Tl:u: WEALTH 

OF 'LOVE EXHIBITED .. ':'15 there not yet 'any of the house 
o.f Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God unto 
him:?" David did,not issue a general and. unrestricted 
invitation for all and sundry to come and r,eceive the 
kindness of God at his han'd. The kindness of God 
was off.ered to particular perspns, and only such might 
receive it from him. 'Who were they? It 'Was required 
that !hey be members of the hO.;j..re Q-F Saul. And what. 
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was the house of Saul? The name of Saul was repre- I do not know, but it was' YOllder in Chancery, and 
sentative to David of the. bitterest· hostility, the most if only 'he ·could establish. the line ,of connection, and 
murderous hatred,· of which he had ever had experi- prove what, to hi,s own satisfaction at least, was true, 
ence. Again and again 'Saul had prepared a javelin he would ·immediately 'come into possession of all this 
for: David's breast, saying, "I wiII smite David to the . vast wealth which had been left by an earEer repre­
waIL" In thought and in purpose ·tIe had shed the sentative of the family. The family was a titled family 
blood of David repeatedly. He hated him, and ··was -I am not sure whether he would haV'e been an earl 

. therefore his murderer. But now David asks that his or a duke, or what he would have been, if onlv he 
·enemy be brought before him that he might show the could have come into possession of that to which he 
kindness of God unto him. .believed himself to be entitled . 
. HoW" unlike some men! ~ have read the story some- That man told me .his tale as though no other tale 
where of Sir Harry Parkes, once· prominent in the like that had ever been told. He did not know that 
pubHc life of Australia, and Prime Minister of New we all have a family ·story like that! Haven't you? 
South Wales. He was one Who rose to ar,eexalted I hav·e! We are all blue-!blooded folk; we are all re­
position from the humblest station. He began as a lated to belted earIs,or dukes, or princes, or someone 
very poor 'boy and worked his way up until he occu- of the sort .. V.,r e love to tell the tale until s·ome young 
pied tlle-1i.rst position in the land. One day as he ·was man goes to university and studies biology. Then he 
sitting in his office in conversation with a friend a discovers that he· belongs to another kind of family • 
servant brought in a ca~d. Sir Harry looked at the. altogether! .As 'for the fifth chapter of the epistle t,o the 
card and turned to the servant and said, "Tell him to _ Romans, ·it is not true; it cannot possibly he true! 
wait." Then the conversation between Sir Harry and "\Vell, if my evolutionary friends are proud of their 
his companion continued. But in a few minutes his pedigree, they are perfectly welcome to it. I have 
-,visitor said, "Now, sir, I know you are busy, and that not- very much t6 boast of,. but so far as my family 
others are wa·iting to see you; I will withdraw." "Oh . history preserves any account of the past, I am abso­
no," said he quite leisurely, "'sit down. Do not be in lutely sure that there were no apes in my family! I 
a hurry." "But· sir," said his visitor, "did your servant have no am'bition to be even a Tarsan of the apes. 
not say to you just now that there was some one I have not come IOf that line. But I have come of a 
waiting?" Sir Harry r.eplied, as he picked up ~he card very an'Cient. family, of a very aristocratic family, a 
from his desk, "Oh yes, I kn.ow the gentleman. He· family that once had its home amid conditions I that 
is one of the blue-blooded· gentlemen with whom I were absolutely ideal. I 'have come of a family that 
have had association for many years. There was a occupied a position of high honopr. It was ind~ed 
time when he despised me at;ld all associated with me. "one of the first families." Decidedly "first"! ,My 
He 'held me in contempt as belonging to the lower great-gl"eat-great-great-great grandfather was a very 
orders of life. Now", said he, "I am up and he is p1'1Ominent man. Perhaps you have heard of· him-his 
down. Let him, wait." .. name .was Adam! And the thing for which he was 

Tohat was very human. It would have been human chiefly remarkable was 'that he was ,a great sinner! 
. for David to do a thing like that. But, r·emember, he "By one man sin ·entered ·into. the world, and death 

was a man after God's· own heart; and it was because by sin; and so death .passed upon all men." That sin 
o;f that he said: "Is there not any of the house of Saul,· is here, no sane man will question. That it is trans­
that I may 'shew the kindness of God unto him P" The miss.ibl.e, nobody will doubt; .for the sins of the fathers 
same principle is in the New Testall).·ent: "But Gpd' are visited upon the children unto the third and fourth' 
commandeth his love toward us, in that while we were generations. \Vhether you like it ot not, it is true, 
yet sinners, Christ died foOr us." The message of the' and the most satisfactory 'pJ:!ilosophy of human history 
gospel is for sinners. The promise of grace is for that 'has ever been written is in the fifth chapter of 
sinners.. The promise of the wealth of the Father~s . Romans: "For as by one man's disobedience many 
:house, and all the a:bundance of the heavenly city, is were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
,reserved and prepared exclusively .for sinners. Nobody many be. made righteous." It is, to those who are 
else has. any claim upon it; we must be prepared to related to Saul the lovingkindness of God is offered. 
acknowledge our relationship to the house of Saul.' If there is anybody left of the house of Saul, though 

But there are some people who do not subscribe to a ·r·ebel and an enemy against God, to him God will 
'that somewhat ancie,nt doctrine. They are rather shew kindness. Iif you' will come under that c1assifica­
ashamed of their family lineage, and have written an- tion, and say, "I 'have sinned, and 'Come short of the 
other especially for their own 'satis:faction. I remem- glory of God", I assur~ you that all the w.ealth of the 
ber some y.ears ago a man who had had a great deal univ·erse is at the command of faith. 
of trou'ble, who seemed to have been chosen in the There was 'a time when Saul was brought forth be­
furna·ce of affliction, came to see me to tell me a tale. fore the people ,'by Samuel, who S'aid, "See ye him 
He shut the door of the study after him as though he whom the Lord .hath chosen, that the1"e is none like 
'had something very confidential to relate. He 'said, him among all the people." When the people turned 
"You know, Past,or, I like to think sometimes that if to Saul and ,saw that "he was higher than any of the' 
everybody had their due I should not be as I am people from his shoulders 'and upward", they said, 
to-day; for", he said, "while I do not say very much ",God save the king." . I suppose he was one of the 
about it, I am related to a certain outstanding family" finest specimens of physical manhood to be found, a 
-and he gave me the name of an historj,c family. He -man without blemish, a man whom the people felt in­
told me, in little more than a whisper, that away back stinctivelY was born to comm.and; Ibut now the ques­
there acros~ the sea, where his family 'had its origin, tion is a:sked, "Is there. yet any that is left o'f the 
there was a great fortune. How many mil1io~s it was house of Saul?" 
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Should' we not expect to find the, house of Saul still King to summon you into His presen·ce is a messenger 
reigning in power and great glory? But alas! sin of death, a messenger who comes to, rob you pf joy 
takes the king from the throne and ,casts him into the and of pleasure. But you are mistaken. I ·want to 
pit; it reduces the prince, to the' l~vel of one of low play the part of- Ziba and firrd some ,Mephibosheth to 
degree. All that was left of the royal house of Saul tell him that the King wants to see 'him, and that he 
was a poor man, lame 'On both feet: "Jonathan hath a does not need to be a.fraid to come. There is ·kindnes's 
son, whi<;h is lame on his feet"-poor, broken, crippled, in the heart of the King for you, arid nothing but kind­
mortal, who was ·a burden to himself, and ~f no use ness', therefore I beg you to -com~' at His call. Your 
to anybody else. That ·was all that was left. Thus', sins, which are many, will all he forgiven. He has 
sin always destroys the 'handiwork of God; thus sin promised that "though your sins be as. scarlet, they 
takes the sceptre from the hand ,of God's king, for .you 'shall be a~ white as snlQ~,; though they be red like 
remember that in the beginning God, Who made all crimson, .. they shall be as w'Ool." , 
things, last 'Of all made man in His IOW,n image and . But there is another paranel here. Mephibosheth 
,likenes's; and to him God said, "Have dominion." must have said to Ziba, "It is a long way to Jerusale~ 
L:ater it was written in the Word: "Thou mad est him for a lame man, and! I cannot make my own way into 
to have dominion over the works of thy hands." the presence of the king/' We know it is recorded 

"Ve were madre to be kings, not serfs; we were made that Mephibosheth co'uld not go out to meet the king 
to rule; we w~re made to tread the world under lOur as ,others. He was lame on both feet-a poor, helpless,. 
feet, and to reign under God as kings over H}s creation. creature.' But her~ is a beautiful word: "Then King 
But what is left of the once royal and glorious hous~? David sent, and fetched him out of the house of 
There is not a man here who will dare to stand on his Machi'r';'the son of Ammiel, ·from Lo-debar." 
feet .and say; ·"1 am left, and I am a king." There, is, How are y'Ou to get from wher~ you are by nature, 
'not lOne listen.ing to this message through the air who to where y·ou may meet God? YOI,1 re'member the 
can truthfully ,say, it. You were defeated to-day, my sweet stQry i~ qenesis of .how the sons came back 
brother. Y.ou were defeated yesterday. ;You tried to after their second visit to Egypt and' said to Jacob, 
have dominion-but you 'failed. You tried to walk in I "Joseph is yet aliv.e, and he is gov·er!l0r over all the 
the way of His commandments, but were unable to ,lan'd of Egypt." The ·house rang with the news, but 
do s.o. You endeavoured to walk in the paths of "Jacob's heart fainted, for he beli.ev·ed them not". It 
righteousness, but you, did not because you dis'covered was too good to be· true. I think he said, "It cannot 
the truth in this old ·story-you are lame on both feet: be true. Joseph would not stay yonder in Egypt an9' 
"They are all gone out of the way', they are together send wor~ to me'in this far-distant country and bid 
become unprofitable; there is none that doeth goop" me come to him. If it were }oseph who i,s governor 
no'not one." yonder he, would know how ,old I am, how infirm I 

"Is Jher·e yet any th~t is left of the house of Saul?" am, and how impossible it, would be for me to maRe 
Is there anybody.who hears me this ·evening who will the j,ourney." TlJ.en one of the sons-I do not know 
say, "I am, glad you found me, for that is a true whether it was Reuben '01' Judah, but one of them I 
description of my state. " Here I am, helpless, morally fancy-to'Ok the father by the hand and said: "We 
impotent, undone, lame on both feet; and I never kn,ew have told you all the 'w;ords of Joseph, but that is only 
then~ was a message of comfort, a message of joy and half our gospel. Come ·out and we will show you 
inspiration for a poor sinner like me." 'That is what something els'e.'.' The old man came ,out, and he looked 
the gospel is for. God's programme is to make men at the long train 'Of wagons loaded with all the good 
over again, to bring them back into .fellowship with things of Egypt,' and he said, "What is that?" And 
Himself. , they said, "The wagons which Joseph has sent' to 

Then Ziba, a servant of the house of Saul, answered. carry' you." "And when Jacob 'saw the wagons which 
David's question, 'and went away. down yonder to Lo- Jose'ph had sent t,o carry him, the spirit of Jacob their 
debar. When he came into the presence _of Mephibo- father revived: and Israel said, It is enough; Joseph 
sheth and told him that he had a me'ssag.e from the my son is yet alive. It is just like him. He knew what 
king, and that the king desired to see him, I fancy I needed. I will go and see him before I die." 
M'ephibosheth was s'On-iethin'g like Agag: he may have My message to you, my brother, whether in this 
said, "Surely the bitterness of death is past? Did you, congregation or listening from a distance, is that the 
tell him, Ziba, who I was? Does he know that I have grace of our Lord Jesus will meet you where you are. 
the ·Mood ,of Saul in my veins?" "Oh yes, he knows, Does someone say, "I am glaq, sir, I came this even­
that." I I think'Mephibosheth would say, "I have been ing. 1 will think that over. There are some things' 
hidi.ng away from hi1J1 all these years. I did not want 1 must put right .. , I am going to give up this, an!i I 
him to know that I was alive, but he has found me, am going to abandon the other thing. And when I 
at last." . . hav,e made;a li,Ule prog.res·s, then I think I w~ll go." 

Y'Ou have been like, Mephib.osheth. You have O'h no! That you wiII never d'o. 
thought your salva~ion was to be found in putting as • 
great a distance between you and the King as possible; "I,f you tarry till you're better, 
whereas, your salvati.on wiJI be ,found in cO!TIing into Y.ou wiU never come at all." 

-His presence., "Where art thou?" said a Voice in the 
garden. VVhat was the answer? "I hid myself." And" 
men have been hiding from God from that .day until 
this, running 'away from' Him and from every rep·re­
sentative of the relig.ion ,of Christ. 'You, my friend, 
have assumed .that ·every Zilba who com'es, fr~m the 

-, 

Come just .as you 'are. Jesus· wiH. meet you just 
where )"ou 'ar~, in all your weakness, in all your im­
potenoe--,but not in Jerusaletp. BlesS'ed be His name! 
If you and I had to .~et up to Jerusalem ·before we 
couJd be saved, there would not be much, chance .£01' 
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I . 
us: But He finds us in Lo~debar, and brings us into 
H~s presenc~. God can save you right where you are 
thIs very mmute. i . 

Tohen 'Mephibosheth came, and when he came into 
'the presence of the king "he fell on his face, and did ' 
reverence. And David said, Mephibosheth, . And he 
answered, Behold thy servant! And David said unto 
. him, Fear not; for I will surely she.w thee kindnes~ 
for Jonathan thy. father's sake, and will restore' thee 
all' the land. of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat 

:. bread at my table continually." Completely overcome, 
Mephibosheth said, "What is thy servant, that thou 
should-st 'lo.ok upon such a dead ·dog as I am'?" Thrut 
is the publican's prayer in the Old Testainent. "God 
be merciful to me a sinner." The king said, "Ah, 
M'ephibosheth, if that is wlurt you are; then. there is 
all the more need 0'£ the Kindness of God; and 'you 
shall have it at my hand and in my house." I wish 
I had time to speak of that principle more fullv, but . 
I touch it and leave it for you to thin~ about': -"Fear 
not . . . I will restore thee .all the land of Saul thy 
father. Mephibosheth, you have heard the family hi·s­
tory, ·have you not?" "Yes, my lord, .0 king." "And 

. you have heard that Saul forfeited his inheritance by 
transgression?" "y.es." "'VI.' ell, fear not: I will restore 
it all to you, and I will make you Just as rich as vou 
would have been if Saul had n~ver sinnet!." -

What is the gospel for? The gospel is God's way 
of re.storing our souls. He Who made us in His own 
image and likeness in the beginning is not going to·' 
be defeated by the dev.il: "Th~e Son of God was mani­
fested, that he might destroy the works of the devil." 
And, blessed be His name, He is going to do it. He 
is going to cleanse this olld world until the whole 
creation is at last delivered into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God. . 

John, on one occasion, saw a great multitude which 
no man could number. One of the elders, pointing to 
this great multitude, said to him~ "What are these 
which ar·.e arrayed' in white robes'? and whence came 
they?" And John said, "I do not know." He threw 
the question back upon his questioner and said in 
effect: "I never saw ~nybody Eke that. Why, their 
garments are. not soiled as tho1,lgh they had been on 
a journey. They are ·not disfigur.ed as. those who had 
heen in battle, nor is' there any evidence of weariness 
as thos,e who had borne heavy burdens. This is some­
thing new to me. ) never saw anything like it before." 
And the angel answered: "These are they whiCh came 
out ·of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. There­
fore, are they before the throne of God, and serve him 
day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among them. they shall hunger 
no' more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is 
in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living. fountains of waters: and God 
shall 'wipe away ·all tears from their eyes"-the last 
trace of sin; As John looked about in the land of 
glory he ·could see absolutely no evidence of sin any­
whc::re but in one place: "And I beheld, and, 10, in the 
midst .of the throne ... a Vamb as' it had been slain." 

The Lord Jesus has 5'0 comple.tely taken upon Him­
self our sin that the on'ly mark of sin in Heaven is upon 
Him. Sin is done away,-

"In Him, the tribes of Adam boast 
M'ore blessings than their fa:ther lost." 

'I 

My friend, you may ·begin life all over again. YOtT' 
may be born again; a new record may pe written. You. 
may come a.t last into the presence of God, by His, 
grace, and stand with~ut fault befor~ the throne . 

III. 

What is the EXPJ.ANATION OF THIS WONDROUS LOVE?' 
"Thart: I may shew him kindness"-it is the vicarious 
principle of the gospel-"that I may shew him kind-· 
ness for Jonathan's sake." . 

.' If Mephibosheth had only known it, he might have' 
come knocking at the king's door long bef.ore that. 
He might have said, "I have come to ask a place at 
thy table." The king Wlould probably have said, "Have 
you ever served your sovereign in the army? Have 
you rendered any service to the state?" "No, for I 
am lame on ,both feet; I cannot fight." "But have 
you served in any civic capacity? vVhat have you 
done for the sta'te?" "I 'shall have to conf;ess 'that r 
have done nothing at aU. I am poor and lame, and 
have been a burden to myse,lf and Ito all my friends 
since II:he day that I suffered the ,injury which made 
me· lame when I was but an infant in arms. I plead' 
no mer~t of my own." "Then upon what terms do· 
you ask for admission to my family and to my table ?'" 
Mephibosheth might have answered, "Did not the king 
swear to Jonathan that he would not cut off his kind­
ness. from his house for 'ever?" "I did. Bull: you be-· 
long to the house of Saul, do you not?" "Yes; I have 
the blood 'of the king's worst enemy in my vein's. But 
I belon.g to Joonathan too, and the Iblood of Jonathan 
neutra,hzes the 'blood of Saul. On the one hand, I am 
related to thy worst enemy;, and on the OIther hand. 
I am related to the king's best friend. For S1.ul's 
sake I deserve de.ath, but for Jonathan's sake thou wilt 
give me life, and admit me to thy table." 

That prInciple lies 'at the 'base of the gospel'.. 
"Nothing in ,my hands I bring. I come' as a poor, 
lame, 'man ; but I can plead the blood of Christ." You: 
have your choice, rus we saw in the chapter we read 
to-night, whether you will appropriate the guilt ·of the 
first Adam or the grace of the Second. 

Let me tell you a story, and send you away. There 
was a man who died in England, so far as was known" 
without an heir and without le;aving a will.' His solici­
tors looked everywhere for his last will and testament, 
but they could find none. They found :only a word of 
direction, 'a scrap of a wiH, that the contents of the 
hous·e should be sold by pU'bl;i·c auction at a certain 
time after his decease .. The only will they could finQ: 
was at last probated and executed. and it was sup-

. posed that the rest of the 'great 'estate would pass intO, 
Chancery, for he had made .disposition 'only of the 
COl1'tenll:s of hi~ house.' . 

On the day appointed people came together to buy 
. rare pictures and other things of value.. There were 
works of art by the old masters th'at brought fabulous 
sums, some of them hundreds ·of pounds; and some, 
even thousands. In the course of the sale the auc­
tioneer held up a lilttloe picture. It 'seemed as though 
he regarded it as being of little value, but he offered 
lit for saJoe. . Noone seemed to be interes.ted in i~, and 

l 
! 

. ) 
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although he offered it again and again, no one bid; need this salvation. vVe do not s'ee them, but yonder 
he ·could get no offer at all. some ma~ jn his rOom has heard who is unsaved. I 

Presently when there was a luH in the proceedings: do not know w.here they are: . Perhaps some man is in 
an old lady timidly approached the auctioneer and :said, an oi,l-station, far away from .God. ~u:t God is not far 
"You off·ered a pioture for sale jusrt: now, but nobody away .from him. You 'can send up a pray'er fr9m there, 
wanted it. I wish I could have it." I "What do you . and I am going to ask the congregation to pray, and 
wanlt of that picture?" the auctioneer. enquired. The all who hear me, in a moment, "0 Lord,let me have 
old lady· replied,. "Nobody seems to' know what it is. the picture· of Jesus Christ, Come· into my lif.e, and I 

It is a portra~t of the deceased gentleman's son. I was tl,lke·sin away, and make me over again so that I may 
a nurse ·in the family when the cqi1<;l was born, I loved be like Him:." If you pray tha.l1: prayer, all Heaven' 
his mother, and when he ·was a little fellow I loved will stoop and -the weallth ()lfetemity wi}'l· be yours. 
him for her sake. He grew ·into a fine lad, and I . Llet us· pray: . 0 Lord, T'hou at;t everywhere present. 
learned to love him £or ,his own ·sake. When· he was Hear the pmyer.s thatas·cend froom many hearts .this 
a young man, suddenly disea·se laid its hand upon him., evening. We come like Mephibosheth saying, What 
and took him off in a few weeks. His mother soon is thy servant, that thou shouf.dest look upon such a· 
followed him to the grave, and his father was left dead dog as I am? . May we· hear that gracious 
desolate; and not l.ong a,fter he went the wlay of Hi.e response, Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kind'­
other tw.o'. Now ·they are all gone. Nobody seems to ness for. Jesus' sake. We have no merit of our o·wn, 
know, and nobpdy seems to care. I thought j.f I could we are rebels everyone, we have ·grieved .. Thee ten 

,only have that picture to remind me of all their kind-/ thousand times; bu-t hav'e mercy up·on us. Blot out 
ness to me I should feel that I had a real treasure." . all our transgressions, take away our sins. Bring us 
"Then", said the auctioneer,. "why did you not bid from L'o-debar to Jerusalem, fr·om the famine country' 
for it?" "Because I hav~ nothing, sir, with which t.o to the King's ta:ble, ·from strangerhood to fellow·ship' 
buy Vt." "You h!ave no money at all?" "All I have with God, for Jesus C~rist's ,sake, Amen. 
in the .world is a shilling." "Very w~}'l, then, offer . 
y~ur shilling. . I l}ave instructions to sell everything More About the Russian MiSsionary Society . . Without reserve. I wiH put the picture up ·for sale 
again, and you offer the shilling, and if no one offers .'. In the January-M~y. issue of The Friend 0/ M'!ssions, ~ub-
more you shall have it." hshed 'by Pastor WIlham Fetler, a cOPy of wh!ch :has. J.ust 

, .. . ., . come to hand, on page ·twelve, there IS an article entltledr 
Aft,er a whtle the auctIOneer agam heM up the "Our New ~easurer", where contributo:rs. to the Russian 

picture and said, "How l!).uch can I get for it? How;o Missionary Society are asked to send ·all gifts to .Mirs. M . 
. much a~ ~ offered for this?" The litt'le old lady held . Billest!'lr, Tr~~sure:r of t~e ~u~si!ln ,!.;ai~h Mi~siC?n, Toronto. 
up a shlll10g ·between ,her thumb 'and finger d th What IS the RUSSIan FaIth M.~sslon . Why IS It necessary-

. .". . . . ' an e for Pastor Fetler to change :hIS name '1 If Pastor FetIer 1S 
aucb.o~eer"sald, I am off~red a shllhng. I am offered on solid ground, why .should he adopt a new name for the 
a shlll1Og. Nobody off.ered more, arid presently he work he proposes to carryon '1 ,r . 

knocked it dqwn to her. ·S·he put it under her shawl, The Editor of this pape:r was· in California, as we intimated 
and, all interest in the sa,le !being over for her, she last week, in .. t~e early p'art of:L~ We. 'have never known 
started for home a sharper crItIC of Pas.tor FetIer and hIS wor:k than Rev. 
, ..; .. .' M. Billester, who :was in California at that time. We 

She . determ10ed ·lto glVie the pIcture .of her dead . weIllt with Mr. BiIlester and PastOr FetIer to the home of 
~aster's son the yla;ce of honour in h~r house, 'to put Dr. W. E. Blackstone, the. author ·of ':Jesu~ Is Coming", from· 
lot before the door so that nobody could cross the who~ Pastor Fetler Tecelveq somethmg hke $15,000 for the 
thresh Id ~ith ut· .. ··t Sh . d h printing of the book, "Jesus Is Coming" in Russian. We' 

. 0 0 see10g I .. e rearrange ,er poor did not know .until afterward,s the purpose. of the visit, but 
pIctures on the wall, ·and as she was about to hang Pastor Fetler went into an inner study with Dr. Blackstone,. 
her new treasure she discovered thwt the back was and we· later learned it was for the pur,pose -of receiving It ' 

somewhat bulge·d. She Itried to straighten it and as c~eqlie from hi!ll' which was.a portion. of. this $1'5,000. Mr. 
she pulled out the tacks something i!lside ·r~Hed up, ~h~i~t:rola;h! ir:~iv~i1:.~:s~~~!~ f:d~r~:sb~g~e~~a~~i~~: 
and dropped on the floor, and she picked up a stIff of Dr. Blackstone's book, "Jesus Is: Coming", printed .but 
document. She took it to the window and read it over not bound, and therefore not in circulation. 
and over and ·over agClJin. Litt~,e by' little it dawned V!e write this note to. advise our readers not to sen~ a 
upon her intelligence that she had stumbled upon the sohtary dollar to Mrs. Blnes:lI~r-or to anyone representing 
I t ·11· d f h 'd d 1··1 . Pastor Fe,tIer's work-until they have read the compre'hen-. 
~·s WI' a~.· testament 0 t e ecease mu tIml 110n-· siva .statement of the facts of the case which wm shortly be 

alre. The terms 'of the will were very ·brief: "I be- issued 'by the Trustees of the American section of the Russiaril 
queath all my ,esta~e, without reserve, to anyone who J.\¥sls,ionary !,ociety. The headq~~rters .of th~ Russ!an l\1i~­
loved my ·son enough to want his picture." The old Sl?n¥y SoCIety, mcorporated by la:w, on thIS continent, IS" 
la'v1y discovered thalt she had becom h· f h stdl: Hl144 ~est Mo~roe Street, !Chlcag~, Ill ... The 'l!ustees. 

. , . :e elr 0 er of that ,SOCIety are Impregnably estwbhshed m theIr legal 
master's estate. because she loved hiS ~on., and! moral· rights, and determined to dischar.ge their julI 

"Whosoever lov-~th is born of God." Open your . resI?onsibility to the AmericlI;n. arid Canadian dono:rs who. 
heart to· Jesus Chnst. Pray that He may be formed durmgpast years~ ha.ve tr8;ns!llltted :f.un~s through th~m for 
in y·ou the hope of mlory Ask for H; p. t th th~ work of th!'l Russ~an .MlsslOnary SOCIety. We adVIse our 

t t · f God' b • •• IS d IC ~rhe, h e frIends to aW81t the Issue' of the Trustees' statement. 
res Ofia IOn 0 s Image 10 you; an Wit t at 
prayer all the wealth of ·heaven shall be yours, for "all 
things are your's; a·nd ye are Christ's; and Chr·ist is 
God's." . I 

Our time is nearly gone, ·and we shall not have time 
to go through with our invitation before our radio 
period .en9's. ,But some ha:ve 'heard me to-ntight who 

./ 

DR. STOCKLEY GOES TO ENGLAND. 
Dr. T. I. Stocldey, Dean of Toronto Baptist :Seminary, left. 

Toronto for Quebec to-day, June 10th, and will sail 'by the 
Empress of Australia, for England, June· l.lth, where he wilI 
spend the summer. Dr.. Stockley's English address will be ~ 
5()11 London ·Road', Thornton Heath, Surrey, England. 
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WHAT SEVERAL LiTTL'E BIRDS HAVE SA~D. 

This -is 'the month of June, and most of th~ birds 
. who have been away for the winter are back again. 
We do not know -whether some of our Gospel Witness 
birds were able to go away for the winter or not. Most 
of them are so warm-hearted and so feryent of spirit 
that they do not feel the winter cold, and do not need to 
seek the . balmier -climate of the sunny south. At all 

. ~vents, winter and sl1mmer, like Noah's dove, they fly 
about 'The Gospel. Witness 'ark. So many birds have 
v:isited us lately, 'and '~ave -brought us so much ma­
terial-whether olive leaves or something else remains 
to. be seen-that we have not found time to put them 
all together, but w·e.shall tel~ t~e story next w~ek.· 

'Tlhe subject of the story will be Professor Marshal,l, 
late ProfessiQr of New Testament Greek -at McMaster 
Universi1ty, who will shortly return to England. Next 
week we shall not ask the question, but we shall tell 
why Professor Marshall is leaving. We shall show 
that.he is not leaving of his own a~cord. Meanwhile 
we give our readers a quotation from Professor M·ar­
'shaH's speech at the Stanley Avenue Convention 
Wednesday evening, 'October 21st, 1925. Toward the 
close of his address Pr6fessor Marshall said: 

"If you do not want me, all I ask you is this. Say the 
'Word now. T,here are plenty of English Baptists who 

. do, plenty, and I am quite prepared to pick up and go 
back to England at· the earliest possible moment .. 

"If it comes to that, all I have ,got to say to you is 
this, and I 'am sure the 'Chancellor and Mr. Matthews 
will not regard me as unkind, in saying it: Don't appeal 
to ~he 'Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland again 
for help'. I' come to you in ~heir name, and if you' send 
me back in that· humiliating fashion, you ·may rest 
ass-ured that if you want them to help you again theY' 
will turn a deaf ear to your appeals." 

. Next week we shall tell why Professor Marshall is 
'. being "sent back'"ln that :humilia'ting fashion", and we 

venture to expr~ss the hope that the Convention of 
Ontario and Quebec have 'proper-ly considered the con­
sequences to themselves i.n cutting iQff aU help from 
the Baptist Union of Great Bri'tain and Ireland in the 
future. We promise our readers a very interesting 
story on this subject next week. 

TO OUR RADIO FRIENDS. 

The messages whic'h 'have reached us thus far from 
our radio hearers this week have been just as encour­
aging as the letters ,of the two w,eeks pr-eceding. We 
·have been especiaUy' pleased to hear from many shut­
ins who ·cannot possibly get to. ·church. We'received 
a telephone mess·age from one dear fellow who was 
terribly injured in the war, and who is a perpetual 
sufferer. He used to manage to· get to ch-urch, but 
could nor!: get up the stairs. "His body is held in SiQme 
sort Of steel cas,e. He 'is very patient, and delightfully 
cheerful, notwith~'tanding his pa:in. He .called us up 
vo tell us the benediction the service is to him now 
that he can no longer get to church. Another man 
writes of his mother who is sev~nty-six years of age, 
who ·had been receiving blessing. A daught,er-in-Iaw 
writes lovingly of her mother-in-law who is eighty-

seven. This dear old lady ,husbands her strength by 
remaining in bed until nearly service time, that she 
may be able to stand the strain of sitting up to listen . 
. L1ast week we playfully told our hearers that we 

were assured the broadcast was perfect" that voice and 
music were going out fl'Om the station with great 
darity, and -if any of our hearers were unable to hear 
clearly it was not due to the speaker's nearness to the 
microphone, but either to local conditions or defectiv·e 
radio sets. This d,aughter-in-Iaw says it wOQld be a 
great boon to her aged mother-in:law if she could 
have a small set that could be used with ear-phones~ 
so that.she could remain in bed. If any of our readers 
have s'llch a set not in use, ,.which they would like to 
give away, we should be gla!i to hear fmm them .. 

Radio Contributioris: 

vVe have receiv'ed a number of' contributions this 
week, but at ,this writing, Tuesday afternoon, not 
suffident to meet the '\veekly expense. All contrFbu­
tibns will be grat;efuIly' received, and promptly a'c-
knowledged. , 

We should be glad to hear from any of our readers 
of special blessing coming to anyone. We have heard 
of so.me places where !lS many as twenty were gathered 
in to hear the service. ' Why not do a little missionary 
work,? Have a meeting in' your hou'se, 'and invite your 
neighbours in. Then send us the names of all who 
have listened in, that we may send to ,everyone a 
sample copy of The Witness. containing the sermon to 

0. which they have listened. 

A GREAT ACHIEVEMENT. 
The new building of the Central Baptist Chur,ch, London. 

of which the one and only James McGinlay,is Pastor, 'was 
opened June 1st to 4th, Mr. McGinlaY' ,preaching morning and 
evening on ,sund'ay, Rev. W. E. Atkinson' ·on Tuesday, Rev . 

. 'C. J; Loney on W~dnesday, and 1:he E,di.tor of this p'aper on 
Monday. Mr. 'McGinlay :began :bis work In London only about 
seventeen months ,ago. He began with a group of a:bout one 
hundred people who felt themselves forced to withdraw from 
tb"e Adelaide Street Church because.of that church's endorse~ 
ment of the old Convention in its support· of Modernism. The 
church had no building, but worshipped in a building known 
as the Merza Temple, in, the morning; ann! in a theatre down­
town, .seating thirteen 'hundred and' fifty people', in the even­
ing. Within a month or so Mr. McGinlay was· preac'hing to 
the largest congregation of any denomination in the, city of 
London, and this congregation has been maintained. 

The new church, in itself, repIlesents ·a. stroke of .genius'. 
They have had lIllany cQnversions', so that their membership 
is now somewhere between two and three 'hundred. Right 
in the heart of a fine residential district in London, corner 
of Quee·n's Ave. and Adelaide Street, they bou&,ht a mag­
niificent old residence, on a large lot that to city dwellers 
looks like a small farm. T,his' old mansion cost $67,000 to 
build forty-eight years ago. There were no lath-and-plaster 
p'artitions, but, the interior walls' were· of brick, five bricks 
thick. They took out of these inner walls: a hundred and 

. Spend _your 'Holidays at 
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twenty-:five thousand bricks. The hOUse was full of, ric:h . 
panellings and carved work, which have enabled them tQ put 
panelled work around the entire auditorium. The auditorium 
has a gallery on th'ree sides, and seats quite comfortably 
eight hundred people. There are many class rooms', ·and a 
second ,Sunday iSehool room or lecture hail that will seat 
a'bout three hundred. On opening day the auditorium and 
the Sunday School hail were croWded to capacity, about nine 
hundIred in 'One and three hundred in the other. By ~ea'ns 
of an amplifier Mr. McGinlay preached in· both rooms at the . 
same time. 

The house and lot were bought for a third of what ·the 
house cost ~o build forty-eight years ago, w.hen a dollar in 

Ibuilding went as far as :five dollars to-day, and !perhaps 
farther. The price was $23,000. . For perhaps about $50,000 
they have erected·a magnmcent church in the midst of a 
Silllall' park, and having an equipment that could not be 
touched in the heart of Toronto for less than $1'50,000. In­
deed, the lot itself would cost far -more than that. 

In introducing t~e EdItor of this paper Monday night. 
Brother 'McGinlaoy said that up to eight years ago he had 
never once heard the gospel, although he came from -Scotland .. 
He heard the word in Jarvis Street Church, and told us that 
he yielded 'himself to Christ in the Pastor's vestry. 

ReSiderS of The 'Witness will remember' how richly·hle.ssed 
Brother 'McGinlay was in the Alton revival some years ago. 
Tli:ere he estaJblished a healthy church, and sixteen months 

, from.,the time he and Mr. Gordon 'Brown entered: that village 
a splendid new building in Alton was: dedicated. That wor·k 
has been repeated on a larger scale in London in seventeen 
months. We believe there are great things in store for the 
Central Baptis·t Church, London. 

While it must be recognized that Brother McGinlay is a 
man of ,s!pecial and quite unusual gifts, it cannot be denied 
that his great ministry in London is a further 'witness to the 
mighty power of the simple but glorious gospel of the grace 
of God. We trust' our readers win Temember London, and 
pray that more and -more Brother McGinlay ~nd hiS! people 
may be used of God for His glory. 

The Gospel Witness heartily congratulates Brother Mc­
Ginlay and his chu'rch for what they have so splendidly 
accompliS'hed in the name of the Lord. 

JARVIS. STREET MEMBERS;ATTENTION! 
A Suggestive Action. 

We have received a letter from one of .the loyal 'and faith­
ful members 'Of Jarvis S~. Church, enquiring about The 
Gospel Witness. ' 

The Gospel Witness is sent to every church family. When 
new members are added to the church their names are added 
to The Gospel Witness list. But this particulair member 
enquires as to her 'Obligation; for she said she had not paid 
pirectly for The Witness since she became a member of the 
church. Qn learning from ouiI.' records that she had been a 
member of.the church for four years, and had b~n receiving 
The Gospel Witness all that time, she promptly sent us a 
cheque for eight dollars, as she said she wanted to pay for 
The Witness each year. Not content with ~hat, she asked 
us also about the postage. 

We are most grateful to this good friend for this sug- . 
gestion. We do not want to make it a rule that The Gospel 
Witness will be .sent only to 'such members as subscribe for 
it. But there must .be about one thousand church families 

. to which The Gospel Witness is mailed every week. If each 
of these were to follow this good lady's advice, what a joy it 

" would bring to 'fhe Gospel Witness treasury! It would mean 
at least two thousand dollars a year income. And if the 
members were to do as this siste'r has done,-pay up for back 
years-we should certainly have to have a special thanks­
giving service. 

However, there is much in the power of suggestion; and 
we call the attention of all members of Jarvis St. Baptist 
~Church to this action. 

THE TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY. 
Toronto Baptist ISeminary will r.esume· classes at the usual 

time in the autumn. A copy Q'f the. new p;rospectus woill be 
sent ·a1. intending students on application. 

·We remind our readers 1ihat the work of this Seminary is 
maintained princi'pally by Jarvis Street Church and the con­
tributions that come from readers of The Gospel Witness. 
If you have not made your will, make it; and remember 
Toronto 'Baptist Seminary. If you 'have made your will, will 
you not consider whether you can :find a little place in it· 
for an addition, providing something for Toronto Baptist 
Seminary. Better still: if you are able, make a contribution 
now. And whether or no, ;pray for the work of this institu- I 
tion. 

ANoTHER OPPORTUNITY FOR INVESTMENT. 
We :hope our readers: viii I not weary of our mentioning from 

time to time in these pages needy causes, which present 
worthy opportunity for service·. So far as it is possible, 
The Gospel Witness is glad to be of service in this way. 

A new church was formed in October, 1928, in North To­
ronto, ·known 'as the MelTose Park .Baptist. Church. It 'began 
with a members'hip of twenty. They had no building, but , 
rented a room in the Wanless ·Public School. There they 
have been worshipping ever since'. At 1iheir :first Sunday 
.School session there was .one scholar. They now :have lLn 
attendance of 'about 'seventy, with an enTolment of ninety. 
The' membership of the church has increased to thirty .. 

This little 'band bought a lot in a :fine loc·ation about a year 
and a half ago. The size .of the lot is :fifty by one hundred 
and ten feet, and the price was $1,900. A payment of $500 
was made on the lot, and interest on the balance has, of 
course, been paid since then. This faithful little band are 
badly in need of a 'building, and if they could ge,t their lot 
paid fOT they think they would be a'ble to erect the base·ment 
of their church at an early date. By this means, of course, 
they would be relieved of the- rent they pay for the school, 
and would 'have a building in which they could hold their 
week-night as well as .sunday services. 
. The Pastor of the church is Rev. J. R. Davison, 175 Ran­
leigh Ave., Toronto. We heartilY' commend this work to the 
c,onsideration of our readers, and if there· 'are in our Gospel 
Witness family any who feel led 'Of t:tl'e Lord to help this 
little barid to clear oft' the rem-aining debt on their lot, so that 
they ·may go on with their building, they, are invited to send 
their contributions either to The Gospel Witness office or to 
Mr. Davis~1l direct. ' , 

Books by Dr. ~hields 
"THE ADVENTURES OF A, MODERN 
YOUNG MAN.'" 

A series of sermons on the parable of the 
.prodigal and his brother. 

"CHR~ST I~ THE OLD 'TESTAMENT." 

A series of Thursday evening ~ible Lec­
tures from Genesis to II. Samu.el. 

"THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL OF 
HISTORY." 

A series :of ser~ons preached in Jarvis 
St. Church on "The Trial of Jesus." 

Price Fifty cents a volume postpaid. 
Order from The Gospel Witness, 130 , 
Gerrard St. East~ Toronto, Canada. 

" 
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REVIV AL. where he was converted some' five To p~omote such wo·rk 31S this, .st. 
The ,ap~alling ne.ed f·or revival of the y-eal.'lS' 'ag·o, j-oined ·the church .by bap,tism. Paul's Church is seeking ,better material 

old ttme reUgion is .pr.eSlsing many ·of This Quartette of young men -is now equi~ment. Their :building is going up, 
oor chul'Clhes to ,pray for an outpouring assisting Mr. C. W~ight in special .rneet- and they ex.pect to use it in JuJ.y. Never­
on them of the Spirit m convietion and in!gs in F·erg:us. Please 'Pray for real thele·ss, ·they IlIlUSlt nave One Thous·and 
of power. revival -in that town. DoBars. for the first of August, and they 

* * * ar·e looking ,to the ,Lord f.or this, sum. 
Meetings in Courtland. THE FRUIT o.F OPEN-AIR PREACH- Recently, .they have 'been s·omewhat 

Rev. Fl"ed S. Kendal, ."the p'owerful . ING. distullbed by miscre.ants, as yet unknown, 
J~sh. evangelist," is hoo,lding a cam- "Nine new members 'W.ere received into wh-o entered ,the .plumber"s shop, which 
paJ..gn ,m .the chul"ch ·of WIhlch R~v. R. D. church fellow.ship Sunday, JU'IIIe 1st, at ·they IUS'll as ·a meeting pla'ce, tea·ring and 
Gu.thrle IS pastor. ~hes!l meetIngs f,ol-. Calvary ,ChurCih, o.ttawa; eight by bap- thr·owing a'bout Bibles, tb.y.rnn~books and 
lowed the fifty4ifth anmvers'ary of bh~ tism 'and -one by ·experi-enc·e. One lady tracts:, so 31S' to dio not 'a little damage. 
church on Sund'ay, Ju·ne 1st" 'W·hen. ~ev. w3lS' baptized, .who was c'onverVed when Yes, we 'are stUl fi.ghting ·the world, the 
F. ~" McNul~y preached ,m lS~tlrrmg a girl, ,but 'had ,been 'a backslider for fles'h and ,bhe devil. May the Lord rais'e 
fas~Ion, mormng 'and even~ng, In the s'ome years.' She was attracted to our up many to help .thes·e noble witnesses 
audItorIum of the chur,ch, WhIC'h has been C'hul"ch through the open-'air meetings, in ,tMs' -great wa.r.fare. 
iI1~ly de·c<?rated. M-ore about these re- held ,on a 'street corner near .her horne. . * * * 
VIval meetIngs later. Later, .,she 31ttended :our church services, P ASTo.R A.' C. WHITCo.MBE' 

And in Mitchell Square. was .b~01Lght :under convictio'III, restored, . o.RDAINED • 
. . Evangelist Ke~dial went to ·C(}urtland and -is no~ a 'happ¥ 'beli-ever in the Lord A ,Christia:n :hom-e, with ,parents :w,h-o 
from Mitchell ,squ'are ·Church, Rev. A. J'!lSJUs Ohnst. PraIs;e God for -the -open- knew how to pray; a definite conversion 
T. FInlayson, 'pastor. There -the church aIr ~ork. . Two ~ore y,oung ,p.eople have at the early age ·of ten; ·a persis.tent call 
celebrated its anniversary' ,on .May 25th, B'Pphed fo.r ibaptism and -church f-ellow- f.rom ·God -during years dn business; a 
with lar·g·e .coDg'Ir-egations, and a good day S'hip." course of study in McMaster University, 
througmOlllt. During ,the week fonowing "(Signed) (Mis,s) Doris Bell." and 'Successf.ul 'Wor.k as a pastor; eXiceip-
Mr. Kendal had the joy of .seeing a num- * * * ti-onally clear views of the tl'lUth of God, 
her -of young peo·p.le receive Christ 3IS' Do.VERCo.URT Ro.AD, To.Ro.NTo.. and Alfred C. Whitcombe was ~ecognized 
their ,savi·our. The special -rn-~tings haw' Revival 'has corne, to the church ,of by a council of ninety-six delegates from 
continued with Mr. T. MeClure as the wthich ,Rev. James Boyd is p'astor. With twenty-eight churches, .meeting in the 
preacher, .through whom other.s, 'one by Rev. Anthony Zeoli as evangelist,. about C-oUier 'Street Baptist ,Church, Barr.ie, ·on 
one,. al"e being led to Ohrist. onte hundredf 'have iP'assed thr.OUJgIh the Friday, Ju,ne 6th. Rev. H. S. Bennett 

Also in Brownsville. ·enquiry room, most -of them se'eking :lihe led in the -ordinati(}n :prayer; Re·v. A. 
. , , Lord. 0111 Sunday, June 1st, Pastor Th·omson gave the charge to ,the can-

. JU'III!l 8th was, 'a umq~e day m the Boyd ibaptized ·trwelv,e, about naIf '00 didate, a1l!d Rev. P. B. Loney., to the 
hlstonc ,BrownSVIlle Bapbst Ohurch, Rev. ,them c'onvexts f.rom the meetings; and church; Rev. D. Alexander extended the 
G .. F. Wa·tts, pllJSltor. Th~ founder of on the fol1owing SUll!day ano·ther eight. '~ight hand' -of f.ellowship;Dr. T. T. 
thIS chur<:h, thr?u~h rw'ho~ It was open~ o.n June 6th, he visited ·the o.rangeville Shields spoke from ,the text: "For we 
ed, and Its ·buIldlng dedIcated free of Baptist ,church to deliver a stkring ad- preach not ours'elves, ibut ·Christ J'!lsus. 
debt, half a -century ago,· 'Was ~he dress 'Olll the Holy Spirit in ~evival. the LOO'd; and ours-elves your serv.ants 
'Prea!!,her to '!\ fuU house at. t~,e morm!lg. * * * f.or Jesus' sa-k.e" (2 -Corinthians 4:5); 
sel"Vlce; ~e IS, the ol~dest hnng BaptIst. THE FIGHT Fo.R THE FAITH. and Rev. A. C. Whitcombe pronounced 
preaClher I~ thIS ,provmce, ;Jetev:. 1?,r. J. B. P·as.tor·' James' 'Forrester is' stirring the benediction. Needless to ·say, the 
Mo(}re. HIS meSlSlage on ~alth was. a thi.ngs up in North Bay, ·a;nd ·they need fellowship -of' the delegates., in the 
C'hal~.enge to rest for Salv.atI~n and satIs~ stirring! The -other Sunday ni'gh.t he ,gathering and ar.ound the bountiful 
facti·on I\l.p~m th~ :sure p·romIse·s of ·God. hit -out,· and he hit hMd the errors of ta.bles provid'ed .by the ladies of the 
That evemng hIS 19randson, W. Gordon Seventh Day Adventism, a false s'ect Collier Street, was ,a ,blessing to UBI all. 
Brown, preaehed to well ,over tw<? h)m- bhat is 'Working its 'Way in North Bay. -Collier Street an1llU,al meeting, held on 
dred peo.ple: 'and on the Gospel mVlta- o.n the :same Sundiay Mr. W. Welli-ng- June 3rd S'howed ad'ditions to member­
;tioon, a g(}odi numDer of y~ng' 'P.eop~e ton, who is working with Pastor F'orres- ship duri~g the year to be nine; increase 
responded to .the call of Chnst. ThIS ter, 'held s'exvi.ces "at Red'bridge and in attendance ·at the Bible Sehool to be 
~hlUreh has done much for 'O'U! Lord .dur- Widdiifield, with blessmg attendmg. 50%; .and, oontri:butions :lio ,outside work,' 
~ng the las·t .. fif~y y:ea~s; hut If }ast Sun-' * ... * including horne ·and f.oreign missions and: 
~a~ ibe an, mdlcatlOn, .the years .bef:ore BAPTISM AND BUILDING IN ST. Toronto Baiptitst Seminary, to 'be One 
~t sli-(}uld 'ibe crowned Wl.t~ greatest glory I PAUL'S. DoHaI' out of every Five raisled. Surely 
for 'our Lord Jesus ChrIst. . A bright and ,promising daughter of these facts are an attestation to the 

Then in o.rangeville. 'a :famUy, fO:mlerly RQIlIlan 'Catholic, but work of the pastor . 
. The EmmaIllUel ,Male Quartette la.st now ass-ooiated willh .8-t. PlWl'S Bilingual * * * 

M'ond'ay comp1eted a .ten-d:ay campaign Baptist 'OhMch, 'M,ontreal, for two )"ears ANo.THER o.RDINATIo.N. 
in o.rangeville. Their devotion to Christ; set aside ·the influence ·of her parents Thirty-three 'delegates from sixteen 
their fine 's'igning of -the G-ospel and their and their 'GoSlPel church. ·She was in- churches r.esponded to the roll 'Call at 
i(lXesentation 'of .the claims of ,our Lord, fj.uenced 'by a 'Oatholic neilg.hb(}r who said, the oouncil ga.thered· in Jarvis .Street, on 
have been a blessing to the community. ".If you are baptized and ,bec(}me a Bap- May 22:nd-, ,to consider the ordination -of 
Last Friday ni'ght a y-oung Englisohman, .bst, y-ou may afterwards ,meet a fine Mr. 0.: T. J·ohnston, -our Jamaican brother. 
but six ·weeks 'out from the old eOUil1try, young ·Cath-oUc whom 'W()IUld like to With Dr. T. I. Stockley a·s Moderator, 
deeply moved !by the Gospel, conies-s,ed marry,· ibut he won't have y,ou!" No the candidate 'gave a clear statement of • 
Jesus .IIIS his Saviour and Lord. Bef.ore wonder Pastor ,St. James .says: "So you his. conversion, his 'call to the minis,try 
a ,good oongregation Sunday ev·ening a see that with Rom'anisrn, 'l'eligion is a -inlCludi.n:g remarkable leading ·to our 
mother, ,her babe in her' ar.ms, walked material ·thing to se·rw ,personal ends, Toronto Baptist Seminary -and· hi'S' 
the aisle to 'be followed ·a few moments and it is hard :to fight, ,becawe it ap- viewS' of doctnine. Willen the council 
later .by' he.r 'hus·band. With tears of peals ·to s·entiment and t-o the inteTests agreed to feUows'hip him, Rev. W. J. 
repentance these ,two cried to 'God, and of :liu·ture ;prospects". But ,prayer was Tho.rn,s.on, of Long Branch, ·offered the 
then 'Wer.e ,glad to comeSlS to others 1Jh'eir answered, ·and on the firs·t day -of JUiI1e ordinati(}n pray'er, D~ . .stockley gave the 
new ·!foUil1d· .Saviour. Mond-ay evening a this. French girl followed her Lord, in ehal'lge to .the candIdate; and Rev. A. 
young .man, lately come from Ireland, baptism, Thorns-on, of ,Mount Pleasant Road, gave 

\. 
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the ri!ght-hand of fellowship in ,the 
ministry; Dr. T. T. Shields clos,ed the 
me'etin&, with ,prayer. ' lliev. Mr. Johnston 
has preached ih many ,of our churches., 
and has there endeared himself to all 
w:ho heard him. He is now returning to 
the West Ind!es1to carry ()Il for the Lord. 

* * * 
OUR STUDENTS. 
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'I'he follOlWing Su:n!day' s'aw the closing I of a visitor, trying to get tobacco. They 
service!! ,of the ,pastor's minds:try in Owen prefer clay ,pipes, which, of oourse, is 
Sound. T,he morning 'subject was '.'Our not '8<0 Ilnooern, Oil" maybe the ,m{)dern 
p.resent Responsibility", ·and with it laid fashion has not; advanced that far! Yes, 
to heart, a large nwruber dndicated ,their bhey ,pOlWde.r oalso, only they smeaT the 
·t;l!es1re for full consecration,. While p·owder 'all ov·er .the face--usually white 
s·eV!eral signifi,ed their w~lling.nes:s ·,to de- 'pOlWder that :shOWLS up better on the' black 
vote their whole time to the ministry, ·skin; .and :then they streak ,thei·r hands 
either at :home ·or ·albr·oad. F1Jllowing the throug·h in completing, and when finished, 
evening s'e'l'llllon ·on "Our Glorious Hope", bhey have sO!IDebhing of ·a zelbra appear­
one responded to ,the Gospel invitation. ance. As an aid 'ilo their 'haibit od: smok-

Mr. and Mrs. Hanoox ue llIO'W touring ing, .they extract ·the u-ont tooth, so 
the churches -of our Umon. We trust that· ,they can exp'ectorate better. 
:that a .~eat ~art 'of our peopl-e will be How Many Will One Bed Hold'? 
able to ~et them ,persona;lly, so that . 
i-n 'a much more definite way they maw Their houses 'are round, whereas the 
uphold them bef.ore the Lord, a's they Bassa' hO'lllB'es m all square, ·and a're 
:r:esp·ond to ,phe Macedonian call. built entirely without wind,ow:s. The 

* * * 
smoke f·rom the fire in the centre of the 
hut finds its way through 'the roof some-

IS LIBERIA ON OUR HEARTS? hOlW. ,since the gOV'ernment enforoes ·a 
lIS Li,betia on 'QIIlr he8il'ts'? That is tax :f.or every room, the houses have only 

one l'oom, and ·a ·man and sever·al wives, 
the questioon 'OUT 'returning missionary, .pLus a fe.w children, 'all live thl\llS 00-

FIFTEEN YEARS IN IJAMILTON. Rev. A. J. Lewis, ~s ,pointedly asking. gether. Privll1CY is a thing unknown. 
"On June Is·t ou:r Pastor, Rev. ·Cliff·ord He tells ,again ·of the challenging need You are obliged to. stoop low in order 

J. Loney., eIl!tered u.pon the sixteenth of da:r.K Africa, ·as .we quote f.rom a letter to enter the hut, the dO"OTways: ibeing very 
year of ministry ion Stanley Avenue Ba.p- ·to an intimate frien.a. .' ' SIIll'all. Inside ·the :hut you find a mud 

To the list of' summer student work 
,given las,t week, w·e .may add ,that Mr. 
George Gorman ,is carrying -on work at 
Terra ,Cotta, maintaini-ng attendance .at 
Sunday S'Chool and .Church; and Mr. C. 
M. Oliv.er plans to hold meetings this 
.summer in St. 'George, ·a viHage s·()me 
ten miles ·:Ilrom BTantfol'(i; .and Mr. D. 
Bailie IDS doing ev,angelistic work as ,a 
member 'of the Emmanuel Male Qu.ar-
tette. . 

• * * 

tis·t Ohurch, Hamilton, ,and a l'esolutioOn Pray! Pray!! Pray!!! bed a:bout three feet wide, and about a 
was adopted! as showing the' appreciati~n Are the people really burdened. for foot hi'gh from ,the ground. T·his is a 
8IlJd love in w,hiC'h he is held ,by his· our work there? Oh, I hope there is ~eat for the day, and a mat tJ.wown ov~ 
:peo,ple. This work is· in ,an ·important going up from them. a Igl'eat cry to G-od It makes the bed for the n~ght. Th~s 
ii,eld, and more and, more is the ;neces- that His light and' :truth .may prevail ~d stre~c~es a~l arQlllnd ,the :hut, .and It 
si-ty ·od: holding the fort against th·e in- in this land of darkness 'and IS'in .. Prayer, IS surpnsmg how.. many peQlpile It can 
Toads of modernistic teoohings, ,particu- prllyer, artd mOTe iPl"ayer is WJhat we accommodate. , 
laTly wd-th th·e adveIl!t o.,f the University need to-day. How we Jlleed a great T.h:~e people are still waiting for :the 
a~d the need .of comlbatIng unso~ doc- spiritual- revival ·if the Lord is ·going to GO"S;Pel mess'ag:e, as they Mve heen wait­
Itrme. Under the strong leadership of ItarrY a little 1'O~'ger! Yes; and ·a great ing. for centuries; 'and 'IlJ0IW that .the 
PBISotor L?ney we J,o·o~ di!>r an enl'a'rged missi'onary revival .also. I wonder s'oone- Um·on has undoertaklen the task 'Of reach­
and growing caus'e, brmgmg .the unOO1!-I- times if aIll the Pll1stol'lS' of the new Con- Lng :them with the -Gospel,.. we shall have 
te~a~ ,Gospel o~ 'our Lord J·eSlUs O,hnst venti-on !have ,the .missioona:ry vis.ion.· to .give 'an aecoont :of our stewardship. 
w~thm .t~e hearmg, of all ",hQ walt on . . May the Lord help us to ,reach them in 
thiS 1lnlP.IS.try. (SIgned) ,CI8il'ence A. Former Cannibals. in a .sh·ort while for-it only takes a few 
Ohallens." I haVie just 'recently retuTned from a years to send h~ndreds of them int-o an 

The res·ol!Ution :thlmked 'God "foor .the lo:ng journey into the interior among the, awfUlI eteTnity. 
dieep, spiritual, uplif.ting and helpful Gio peo,ple. These pe·ople weTeOrigin- * * * 
ministry taken by the pastor ,in the de- ally a cann:ihal ,people, and probably sti-ll IMMANUEL CHANGES P ASTORS~ 
fense -of ;the Gos:pel, and :lior the hUindreds are in s·ecret. The .man in charge of.. , 
of souls who haV'e d:'ound Jes.us Christ as' the ,government post among ,them told LI!-st week we il'ep-or.ted th'at Pastor A. 
their own personal SaviQlllr, and' f.or the me that they mak'e the people repo·rt 'all J. ,lVIilliga:t;t, ibecause of ill..lhealth, h~ 
oQlllntless numbers o! livelS' consecrated deaths, and then send a meS'seng·er to resigned hllSl. work at Immanuel, Ham11-
and bles,SIed hy the preaohing of the Word see that the .body is !buried. Befo·re ton. Dl\R"ing his nine months pastorate, 
of God." . bhis there was no need ,to 'bury bodies ~wenty~five' w,ere added. to the church, 

. at a:Ll. many of them .by baptIsm. 'At a fare-* * ·1 
SAWYERVILLE, QUEBEC. 

Rev. R. ·E. ·Jones ,has accepted a call 
to the Baptist Church in Sawyerville, 
P.Q., since Rev. W. H. Vinoer has been 
led Iby ci-roumstances Ito retire d:rom the 
minpstry f·or a time. 

* • * 

Anklets and Smokes. well gathering, members and 'friends' 
sought ,to show their ·love with! a pre­
sentat~on .. Rev. W. F. Mesley, iIl'OIW -of 
South Zorra, has iJ>een called to this 
pulpit, and plan'S' to take charg·e on 
Septem'ber 1st. 

The 1h00000000bIe practices ·of their former 
life are ~ndelibly stamped upon their 
faces, for 'a more hardened ·ana 'vicious 
lo·oking cr{)wd of nativeSl I· have n~V'er 
seen,. and they we're most offensive ·in 
their disrespect ev'en oif a white man. • • * 

A FAREWELL FROM THE 
CHURCH. 

Our Bassa people ar·e 8!bout five feet in. SECOND ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
'height, Ibut thes,e .peo.ple .'average 'about MONTREAL· OTTAWA DISTRICT. 

HOME ' six f'eet in :height. . The women -of the' 'I'he Second Annual -Conference of the 
tribe. al'e coarse, ugly, unshapely and M·ontTeal~Ottawa DiIS'tr.ict Reg:ular B.ap­

Our read·ers· ·are muC'h interested, we 
,are sUJ)e, in our, .miss,ioonaries-elect foor 
Liberia, Rev. and ,Mrs. E. Hancox. The 
annual meeting of the South End Bap­
tist Ohurch, where ·they have been work­
ing, when it· was ,held on June 4'th, 
brought enc'ouraging reports:. During 
the yeaT there had ,been ·add·ed: to the 
members!hip illy /baptism, ten, three' others 
also being immers,eIi;; fouT had: j·oined o:n 
·experience; there !had heen one loss by 
death, 'and ten by er8lS'Ulre; s·o that the 
net ,g-ain in memoorship was th·ree. This 
church is s-elf-'sup,poo1ang, although its 
membershii,p' is small, which means that 
the members have learned something of 
the gnce .~ giving. 

very.ma's'culine tn everyoparticula,r. They tis·t 'Churches will be held with Galvary 
haVoe the 'old custom of :pla'ci-ng large Churcil, Ott8!wa:, June 25th ,ano! 26th. 
bangles 'im their le'gs and ankles, made Five sessions will be held, for' which 
of iron, 'brass ·or 'aluminu.m. Thos'e that has been arranged an interesting pro-' 
haV'e aIluminu.m are V'ery lucky, for 'gramme, the O'Il·tstanding feabures of 
caT:rying a'bout ·ei'ght or nine ·of the· brass which will be a Great Missionary Rally 
and iTon ones around is 'a task. They 'on Wednes:day ev:ening, ·when the new 
are fixed ·on so they can ·never be taken mis'sionaries to Liberia, Rlev. E. and Mrs. 
off. Some have permanently fa.sten'ed Hancox, 'Will be introduced, 8m:d 'an 00-
ar,ound the ankle, a 'big brass ring con- dress will be given by Rev. W. E. At­
taining three Cup·s., and in the cups.' three kins'on ('With illuminated ·map ·and steTe­
brass halls, and eV'ery time they walk opticon views); and the pl'esenee of Rev. 
YOI\l hear the Imus-ic oaf the :bells. I J. F. Holliday, B.A., ,0[ Toronto, who 
imlllgine 'they help ·the hUSband greatly will' speak on' Young People's work on 
in knowiong just where his wife is, or Thursday af·tern-oon, .alD!d will deliv:er his 
where 'B'he is going! They al'e quite up Hami'lton F .B.Y.P.A. Presidential address 
to m~dern fa·shions in the fact that they on th'e Book 'of Revelation, on 'fhur.sday 
nearly ,8111 s.moke, and worry the life out. ev:ening-the cIosing .gathering. . . 

I 

, I 



16 (64) THE GOSPEL WITNESS . June 12, 1930 

. Baptist Bible Union Lesson Leaf presence with ~is people. Note also the th()ught coIJJtained .thel"ein, in that, in 
uni?n or the Lam.~ with God, denot\ng His spite' .of the conQ'ition ·of man now, tMs 

Vol. V. No. 2 ~eltr,. "And' J.tIS servants. sha'll sel"Ve· l"eve-Iation of "God IIIIlUSt !be made known. 
--------------- hlm'.There wdol I~e somethmg for each III. THE BLESSEDNESS OF OBEDI-

REV. ALEX. THOMSON Editor. ?,f us to ,d.o. God dloes. not encourage ENCE ( 12-17) ____________ '_____ Idleness· either, here,. or herea:fter. Each '. vs. . 
June 29th, 1930 child ·of God! s<h-ou'ldi find sOimething to do In these verses there is' first the· re~ 

Second Quarter. here, in preparation for, and anticipation newed promise concerruing 0'ILr Lord's re­
Lesson 26. 

SEVEN NEW CREATIONS. 
of that bless·eIi: time .to come'. The Holy turn and the additional statement con­
Spirit wiIl' guide concerning the nature cei"ning His judgllnent of men. It is evi­
of the :wol"k. "And! theY' shan see his dent from these statem.ents conc·erning 
iface." Note the blessedness of this our Lord's return· that He is coming (Continuedl) 

Lesson Text: Revelation, chapter ~2. . statement. "Now we see· through a glass a·gain; that He deSJires' us to klllO:W of, 
, dal"kly; but ,then face to face", (1 Cor. His coming IIlgain; and ,that we should 

Golden Text: "And the Spirit and the 1'3:.12). T·he :Iiu'lll revelatiOIli of God will .be read<y to meet Him when He comes. 
bride say, Come. And let him that hear- then rbe .given us. In o~r preseI?-t state When He returns·, each one shaU ,be re­
eth say Come. And let him that .is we coul~ not look upon HIm ~nd Dve; ibut warded according to hds. works, (1 .oor. 

. ' . then Wlth our heave:nly ·bodJies we shaU 3:12~1'5). Note the solemnity of this 
athirst come. And whosoever wIll, 'let be ruble to d~ SOl, and! glorious indeed' will statettnent,-its encouragement 'and! its 
him take tI1.e water of life freely." be the Sli,ght. "And hiis' nil/me shall be in warning. 'Faithfulness now on the p.a:r.t 
Rev. 22:17. ·their forehead's," definitely m'arking of the chi·ld ·of God wiU <bring reward 

. them as His. Further detaHs. are then later, lack of faithiflUlnes wiN mean loss 
1. THE NEW CITY, (vs. 1-7). gi·ven concerning the .light of the pIace: of reward. Note als.o the various jud1g-

The water of life, (v. 1). The descrip- "There shall 'be no night there·; and they m'ents: for believers as above, f()r living 
tion of the New Jerusalem is continued need no cand'l'e, neither li.ght of the sun, nations', (Matt. 25:'31-46), and for the 

foor the Lord 'God giveth them ldght; and wicked dead, '(20:<1'1-15). Our Lord's 
in this chapter, reference .being made they shal~ reign for evel" ·and. eVeT". The title is then referred! to with its due sig­
first to the river which ·floW'S through the li.ght .depic.ted! is· the most glorious :pos- nificance noted in las-t 'lesson; am the 
city. .concerning it cert~in things are sible, far exceeding that ·of the sun, and blessedness ()f 'obedience is emphasized. 

, ,. t '" l'f 't it shall never be dimmed, and dlarJrnes's Those who keep the commandmentSl of 
stated; it is pure; It IS wa er 0.. I e; 1 wm therefore 'be unikno.wn.1 N()te the God win have the right to the tree of 
is clear as crystal; and, it has it!'!, source blessedness of the life depictedi and the life, and. the 'privilege of entering in 
in the throne of .God . and of the Lamlb. occupatilon ()f the saints of God!. This .thrQugh the gates of the city. Ohedd­
Rivers are ,both :beautiful and! usefu .. l', section ends with a: statement ooncerning ence uIJJto -God brings its own reward here 
affecting the surroundiing land< in a .bene- the· faithfulness and truth of the say~ and he!l"eafter. The disobedient are not 

in:glS; a pl"omise of ·our Lord's re·turn; and pell'lIDitted! to enter in<to the city, (v. 15); 
ficent -mannc·r; and this river is the best CYf Messing for the one who keeps' the they remain in their sin in a place of 
of all, 'SYm'bolicaiHly it depicts the spir- sayings of the pr.ophecy of this ho·ok. punishment for ever and elVer. Exp:lana-
ituallble1Ssing which flows fr()m Godl unto tion may .be 'lD·ad'e of the fact that in 
men. Its water is abundant, free, pleas- II. THE EFFECT OF THE VISION eternity we must 'belong either to the 
ant, invi'g.orating. life-giving, and neces- UPON JOHN (vs. 8-111). company of the just or to that of the un-

t ' '·t I tNt th So '''~nd'--''IUL iWas the. vI'sl'on that afte.~ just; and that we are choosing our com-sary 0 man s SpiT! us: na ure'. ·0 e e nov ",n'. pany n()w. Another title ()f our Lord's 
outstanding riv{l'rs of IScriprure and their he had h:eard and, seen, John feU down is given: He. is the "root" of David, as 
si ificance.' t·o worshlp !hef'ore, the feet o~ the ang~l His. Creator; and His "offspring" accord<-

gn who had shown ;h.;~ these thmgs This,· h fI. h' H" t' d The tree of life (v. ·2). Where there lti '. ted'''f'~ th I' Ii th mg to tees In' IS Incarna Ion; an 
. .. ' , '. • ac on'l~ c·o:r;rec : .uy e a1!-ge·., an e the "bri'ght and! morning star" heralding 
IS water there ,IS vegetatIOn, and! where apostle IS d~r!3'C~ed to wors~olp God'. W,e the dawn 'bo.th of grace 1&ndi glory, In 
there is a river there' are generaHy· trees. leal"l!' ~rom thiS ~he reah~y . of John s answer t~ .our Lordi's' statement CO'Ilicern­
It is so in this case; the tree of life gl"OW- conVIctIon con~erna~ the D~V1ne nature ing His return the "S:p·irit and the 'bride 
. by th 'de f th' N t th . ()f the :t'elVelatlon given to him. It was say Come" They both long for His ap­
mg·. ~ s~ oil' J.'l~er.. 0 e, e!l"e- no~ s~mp~y a dre'am .:which h~ had ibeen earln. "And' let him' that heareth say, 
foore·, Its deh~htfullocatIon, Its wondlrous enJoY'lng, hut a de:fimte !eveahng of G<ld .30me"~ the one who not only hears with 
nature, and: ItS ·beneficent effect upon ;the hadl been: ·granted un.too hlittn. In 'these d~ys the ear, but with the underSltanding and 
nations'. . Weare rem.indJed; of 1Jhe first of u~behe!f the 1!-atur~ of. the. rev~lat~on slUrrendered will. !80lessred indeedi woul'd 
tree of life in the- Garden of Eden, which requlre~ .emphasls Wlth 'I~S }~I?11catlOn it be if aU hearts' were longing for the 

. ooncernmg the duty and: pl"lvIlege of return of the Lord' Jesus Our love foor 
our first parents we;e not allowed· too par- s.tud<ying it. Note: al~o t~e cond'elm.'llation Him can be an.ea!lured ,by the strength of 
tIlIke of after they SInned, (Gen.·3:22-24). of creature wo~hl~ lInip~lE~~ here! ~ngels our desire for His return. "And' let him 
This action was one ()f mercy on the part refuse SlUch aderatlon; It IS- certaIn t~e that is athirst come" the one desoirous of 
f G d ' . th t He had s.orne·thing better m.otheJ7 of our Lord wO'!l'ld .a181O refuse It the thing.S' of God. ,lAnd whosoeveT will, 

o 0 f In a , . . could slhe .express her IIIIlInd In the mattell'; let him< take the water of life f:reel ". 
for the huma·n race than llvlll1g' f.orever In and no man has the right to receive it, y 
the midst of sin. In the future the saints whethell' he be pope', priest, or othe!l" IV. A SOLEMN WARNING, (vs 18-2'1). 
will partake freely of the 'tree of life, and speeia] officia·l of church or state. Angels The warning is ·twofoold., relatin .... to ad~ 
1! f r.t f sin are fellowsel"Vants ·of the saints; and w()'r- ."0 

!LIve O!l'ever ~pa. ro.m. . . ship their :Ma'-ker. .God is a jeal()us God, ding untoo the WOrdSI ·of the book, ·aIlid t~-
The new life, (vs·. 3-7). A -brief ~ and,win not slUffer anotheT to share His ing therefrom. In these daY'S when th~s 

scription of the f.uture life of the saints g10ry, (·Ex. 20:5); therefore. we oughJt book is neglected and despised! by so 
is given in the pre·vious chapter, but a to give worshi'P' to Hi.m. alone, and be many, such a warn~ng should! Ibe heeded_ 

f d
· t'l • adlded here in hasis SlUre that He r.eceives fue glory foor all God gives' s-pecial protection to the' words 

ew, e al s are . .' ~ things' done in His name~ 'Instruction is .of His pl"opn.ecy. W'e have. found ,the 
()f ItS nature. We are In:f.or.med m t~~ the.reafter given not to se.al too sayings study of the same to be 1IJloOst'mterestmg, 
first place, "there shaH he· no more curse· .. of the boOok" for "the .time is at ha:nd", and pl'oota:ble, and! iby the 'gra~e of God, 
The c·urse was ~lac~ upon th~ grolUnd 0!l 'f.his is the .oppos.iteof the co.mmand given ~e shall ~e :betteil." se.r:v-!ln~s o! HIS through 
account of man s' sm, ('Gen. 3.17), and It to. Daniel', (nan. 12:4), fior the time was It. Agam the promise IS given concern­
has caused much la-bour and sorl"OW, but then a long way odf A .Siolemn statement ing the return of our LOI'd!. "Surely I 
when s.in has .been banishe~ from God's is. then :made eonce~ing the condition of come' quickly", and in all sincerity the ' 
creation, its consequences wIll cease, and men whe!l"ein we learn that in eternity loyal saintS: ·of God say, "Even 'so, c·oone,' 
man ·willlive in unhindeTed.obedienee to' rmer: wHI be just wn'at they are here, onrIy Lord Jesus". Tbe manner and SIi·gni­
his Maker .. We are next mf·ormed the in a greate!l" degree. It is in time that ficanc~.of the ret1!rn of the Lord, and fue 
tnl'lOne of. God! and of the Lamb shaH be men are conveTted -a second chance neces-slty of read mess for the same may 
in this city, im.plytIlig 'God's' immediate would. not be.nent,the;'. Ther; is a second be e~plained and emphasized, 

... 


