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The Fruit of the Spirit o 

IS 
By ·Dr. T. I. Stockley, Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

Of all the Christian graces, 'love is queen. An~ be- earth depends upon the sun, but' not more really than 
yond all the gifts. of the Spirit, love' lifts her radiant genuine Christian' love depends upon God .. The ·love· 
fac!;! supreme. It 'is the first-riamed of the rich cluster' that is kindled by the Holy' Spirit is. thu:s 'a' heavenly 
of frui,t of the Spirit. And it is the highest round in flame, and it is as superior to human affection as· 
the ladder of Christian grace. T.he first round in that heaven is loftier than the earth .. This teaches us that 
ladder is faith, and the topmost one is love. (Second vital u'nion and communion with :God are essential if 

_ Peter, chapter one, verse six.) And ·yet if one can . we would .have our hearts aglow with this divine fire. 
form a correet estimate of th.e con~ition of the pro-. Or, to change the figure, we often keep too far away 
fessing <;:,l)..urch to-day, love seems to be more con- .from God, and .the heart closed too much against the 
spicuous by its absenc;e than by its presence.' The flow oI His great.1ove to us. We should let .the flood 
extreme importance of genuine Christian love in the .' gates ·of the soul be lifted that the he~venly tide may 
thought of .God may be seen by the large place which sweep into ... Ql:lr inner life, and then,and only then will 
He 'gives to it in His Word. In almost countless the ret1:lrning current of our love to God' and to -His 
in·stances. the Word of God calls' us to regard its im- children -be strong and full.' ...., '.-.~ . 
portance a.nd· to manifest its beauty. . There' are several meiaph9rs·· .... tis·~·«(·.in·~Scripture· to 

The Church o.f Christ to-day is rent and torn set forth this Christian love. In Galatians, chapter 
asunder by a thousand evIls, most of which could five,. verse twenty.-two, it is described as,.'{ruit growing 
not even enter if love were. a:l1owed. to reign. out of a heaven-'born life. It is the natural, spon
We are aware that' there are some divisions which taneous, outcome of the new life. "·Works'~;·are often 
the great.l·Head of the Ohur:ch demands, because ~orced, strained, artificial: 'love ,is ·fruit, th~ first fruit. 
of false doctrine or immoral conduct. But even. It is the first caUed forth in response. tO~.the lov.e of 
amongst those. who ,sincerely believe the Word God, and gives a richness and flavour··ti:/ all .the 'other: 
o,f God, there is a lamentable lack of Christian graces. In Colossians, chapter three, verse fourteen,' . 
.love: The love which the Church so sorely needs is Paul calls this love "the bond of perfectness"; that is, .:., 
not mere natural affection, or warm-hearte.dness, !hut love is the silken sash or girdle which. is placed qver' 
something vastly loftier than that. Iqdeed it i's the the othe.r,garn~ents, and binds them into.a unity. "The 
fruit of the Spirit, -a love· which grows out of the life metaphor expresses the thought that love. knits in' a 
of God implanted by the Spirit in the soul of man. harmonious whole the graces which with'qut it would 
P.aul in writing to the Thessalonians' says: "Ye your- .be fragmentary and incomplete." 1£ 10ve is lacking, 
selves are taught of God to loye one another". An~ all the' other :good' is riothing, it dissolves. In First 
John in his first epistle, 'says: "Lov'e is' of God;' and Corinthians, chapter eight, verse .one, we find that 
ever; one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth love is a solid builder. We are told that knowledge 
God. He that loveth not knoweth nbt God; for God puffeth up, and he who is puffed up is empty. But 
is,' ·love." love edifieth, that iSo, ·bu,ildeth. up. It builds with costly 

This lov.e is no innate, selH-gen.erated prin,?ipie. It stones. so that the work abides. One of the pitiaole 
is a divinely imparted and nurtured gift. The running things in the professing church ito-day is the destruc
brook depends upon the spring, and the warmth of the tive work, the tearing do~n. But love isco~structive, 
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it builds up, giving strength and symmetry and beauty 
and progress. '. 

In Finst.Peter we read, "And above all things. have 
fervent love among yourselves: .for love shall cover the 
multitude of sins'." Dr. Jowett says, "The significance 
of our English word 'fervent'· scarcely unve~ls to us the 
contents of the Apostle's mind. The love has not so 
much 'to do with ardour· as tenseness. The love has 
to be tense, stretched out, extended to the utmost limit 
of a grand corriprehetJ.si~eness. There is love whose 
measure is that of an umbrella. There is love whose 
inclusiveness is that of-a great marquee. And there is 
love whose comprehension. is that of the immeasurable 
sky. The aim of the New. J;estament is the conversion 
of the. umbrella into 'a".teiit, and the merging of the' 
tent into the glorious ca:nopy :of the all-enfolding 
heavens.' Thus 'love .. =-makes a magnificent .cover" for 
it covers a multitude'ef sins. Not the sins of the one 
who loves, but of the ioved one. Love hides the sins 
of the loved one In a nameless grave .. 

There are certain qualities of this love which are 
described in' various ways. It is to be love "without 
dis'Simulation"; that is, without hypocrisy. \Vhat a 
horrible thing .is hypo~6r~tical love! One cannot bu~ 
feel that a divine disgust'must have 'slwept through the 
Saviour's soul when, kis'sing J.esus· profusely, Judas 
thus betrayed his Lord. One fears that even our 
exalted Lord must ha_ve a similar emotion to-day when 
loud outward professions. of affe'ction to Him are 
accompanied with cold; heartless conduct toward his 
brethren. . 

This love is given as'a proof of discipleship, 
'~By this shall all men know that ye are my' 
disciples,' if ye have love one to another." One 
fears that to judge by this 'standarq the number of 
disciples needs greatly to be multipli,ed. Yet it is a 
divine command. OUI: Lord calls it a "new" com
mand. As a command we dare not neglect it. Some 
persons are very particular about th.e important com
mands of 'baptism and the Lord's Supper, but this all
important one is as if it did not exist. But while it is 
a commarid, it is more. Paul says, "Be ye therefore 
imitators of 'God alS dear children, and walk in love." 

What an ennobling word is this! Weare to copy 
infinite· Goodness. \Vhat loftier' ambition could we 
know? Aspiring mind's' shoUlld listen to this sublime 
call.' "If we must needs be original, the most wonder
ful originality in this 'world would be for a man's 
character to ,be a precise copy of the character of God.! 
In him there would be novelty indeed; for he would 
be like Him' Whose name is '\V onderful'." Tbis is 
why men were puzzled and a'mazed at the ·sight of 
the character of Jesus. This is the godlike life to 
which we are called, and nothing less is'worthy of us. 
Again, this love is forgiving love. "He ye kind one 
to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." Ephe:
sians, chapter four, verse thirty-two. \Vhat a contrast 
there is between this love and the hard, unkind, un
for.giving spirit which controls the life of many who 
bear. the' name of our forgiving Saviour. Surely if we 
have known the forgiving love of 'God in our.own ex
perience we cannot ,be hard and unforgiving to others. 

Yet another feature of this love is that it is 'ministering 
love. "By lpve- serve one another." That word "serve" 
is 'a st~on!:? word, for it could b.e rendered as Coney-

beare and Howson render . it, "enslave yourselves one 
to another by the bondage of love".- John also speaks 
in a very practical way of this ministry when he says, 
"\Vhoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion 
from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My_ 
little children, let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in ,deed and in truth." And that love 
should be so real and deep, says. Jo~n, that "we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren." To this won
derful positive, Paul adds a strong negative, when he 
says, "Love worketh no ill to his neighbo'ur.". Oh, 
what can be said then of those proftss.ing Chris~ians 
who do all they can to block the brother's pathway of -
blessing, and labour for his downfall. 

Before we close we must refer to First Corinthians, 
chapter thirteen, which .is the exquisite hymn of divine 
love. Someone has called it "the song of songs of the 
New Testament". Here love is personified, and is 
v~ry beautiful, 'but is intensely searching. Love is set 
forth as the divinest proof of the fulness of the Holy 
Spirit. The gift of tongues, or knowledge, or faith, or 
self-sacrifice, should not be named for one moment in 
comparison with the sublime gift of love. 

;':t/.¥any attributes are given :us here. "Love suffereth." 
Tl'ii~.1ove <;an suffer, and no wonder, for it springs from 
Hirri'·W.b~"was the '(Man of sorrows", and Who suffered 
beyond our utmost dream, for our ·sakes. It suffers 
"long", for it is pa tien t .'both toward itself and others, 
and it does not grow irritable, and it is kind. Passively 
it endures, and actively it is kind. delighting to.,do tht: 
kind thing. "Love envieth not." "Envy", says one, 
"is pain at th~ sight oj superior excellence in another, 
and is always a mark of blinding seLfishness." It in
cludes jealo·usy, pique, and an evil eye, and is one of 
the chron.ic sins of Christian workers. But love knows 
no jealousy'. "Love vaurrteth not itself", is- not self
assertive, . rior boastful, and makes no parade or 
swagger; giv'es itself no airs; is not conceited. L'ove 
is "not puffed up". Has no inflated arrogance; does 
not 'suffer from swollen :head. "Doth not behave itself 
Unseel1I.1x.~:,.· :I~, never rude, but is easily courteous. 
There i"s "n'o vulgar indecorum, but it has noble man
ners. "Christian manners," says one, "are the off
spring of a Christian maI!-ner. The manners are ex
ternal, but the' manner is internal." 

LQve seeketh not her own", is 'never selfish. It would no't 
have anything in the universe for itself alone. It never re-

. minds a person of his own superi<:>-rity at the expense o;f 
others. To do so would be to lose true manhood. 'l'he posi
tive of this attitude is to be always seeking tbe good of 
others. "Is not easily pr.evoked." The word "easily" 
has no place in the original. Love is not resentful; it 
does not take umbrage. It does not dress up deformed 
self in gaudy drapery and then grow peevish and 
angry whe? some imaginary wound is given to it. 
. "Thi11lketh 1110 eyil." Does not brood over wrongs, but 
'!writes out personal wrongs, in ashes or in water," 
refusing to retain them in his memory. "Rejoiceth not 
in !iniquity." Love is never glad when others go 
wrong, and finds no pleasure in injustices done to 
others .. It is a detestable thing when one can ·find any 
degree of pleasure, whether in another's sin or misfor
tune. Love doe's the opposite; it rejoices in the truth. 
It never exults in another's downfall. It delights to 

j 
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take sides with the- truth, and - to believe the best. 
Love indeed has j.oy, but its ghiddest hours are those
when it can .clasp hands with truth. "Love beareth all . 
things." She endures wrongs and evils and know'S 
how to be silent. "Believeth alC things", having a 
trustful spirit; and takes the best and kindliest views 
of men and circumstances as long as it is possible to 
do so. Love likes to believe that others may be better 
than they seem. Love is a heroic believer. ' 

"Love hopeth all things". As it is full of trust, so it is 
full of hope. Does not grow sour and gloomy, but takes 
sunny and cheerful views of men and things wherever' 
there is any pos~ible ground for such hope. "Love 

endureth all things." It does what our Lord said to 
Peter, forgives "seventy times seven" if there is any 
repentance .. It makes. us choose the divine thing. It 
has a balanced mind, and is free fr.om agitation, and is 
patient and calm. , "Love never fails." It never drops. 
away, but abi.des forever.. . 

Whart: a heaven on earth chur.ch fellowship would be H 
. an of us would obey the Saviour's word. when .He says, 
"That ye love one another ·as I have loved you." "That 
ye also love one another"! In Ohrist that love is as the 
sun shineth in his strength. Let the glory of that light 
be seen in us until men shall say that we have been witlf 
Jesus. 

McMASTER'S NEW DEAN IN THEOLOGY
REV. JOHN MacNEILL, ·D.D. 

Some days ago the press announced that Dr. John .·man who has studied exactness, who has learned finely 
MacNeill,of Walmer Road Baptist Church, had been and 'accurately to distinguish between things that 
invited ·to become Dean in Theology at McMaster differ, to view truth relatively. He should he one also 
Univers~t¥ in succession to the late Dr. J. H. Farmer. who 'has learned the precise value of words, and_ thus 
No public announcement had previously been made be able to make himself a master of accurate ex
of Dr. Farmer's position having been filled, so we pression. 
presume one of the professors must have been acting - And, of course, beside all thi's, he should be a man 
as Dean in the interim. of wide theologicall knowledge, whose mind is stored 

We remember attending a num)Jer of services' held with a wealth of information. Indeed, a theological 
by the late Dr. Wilbur Chapman, who had fo·rnted the teacher should be a theologic~J scholar in the .truest 
habit of saying of this or tha·t serv~ce, "It was a most and fullest sense:or the word "scholarship". No one 
sign.ificant service". Of what it was signi'ficant, the who has any a.cquaintance with Dr. MacNeill's .style, 
hearer was u:sually left to gu!=!ss. Dr. MacNeill's who has any 'competency .to judge of such matters, 
appointment, or rather, the invitation of the Univer- would ever accuse Ur. MacN eilll or'being a theologian. 
sity extended to him to be Dean of Theology, is "mos,t Few men endowed with the oratorical -temperament 
significant". have ever become, in 'any profound .sense, schotars. 

There may, however, be differences of opinion as to The orator does J.'.lot walk: he flies. Nor does he par-
" what this move_ really -signifies. Dr. MacNeill must ticularly care what is beneath him, so long as he is 

be .given his due. When in his \best form, having had permitted to fly. He is temperamentally unfitted fo.r· 
ample time for prepara:tion, and the stage being prop- the steady, constant, unremitting, persevering, plod
erly set for a fine display of oratorical pyrotechnics; diing without which no man can be a scholar. Orators 
there are .few men who can surp'ass Dr. MacNeill. vVe are born rather than made. A)beit, even wings grow 
have heard him on several occasions when he rose to stronger by discipline and practice. But scholars a·re 
great h'eights-when, indee·d, he was most· delightful both born and made . 

. to listen to. But he always .reminded us, wnen at his Without intending to be uncomplimentary to Dr . 
. best, of a high-cla:ss Victrola, or some other sort of MacN eiU in any degree, we .submit that he is utterly 

graniopJ!one. It was usually an echo. But notwith- devoid of the qua1ities that would make him a teacher 
standing, it was very fine. of th-eology. We thought Dr. MacNeill showed fine 

Frankly, we ·are of the opinion that that is Dr. Mac- judgment in declining the Chancellor§hip of the Uni
Neill's proper sphere. .on the p1latform he can some- versity, because he is destitute of any genius for 
times shine with real 'brilliance. Of course, he is like organization or of ·any skill a's an administrator. 
most other men of strongly developed oratorical A teacher, furthermQre, must be able to think on his 
instincts: lacking the proper circumstances he can be feet. He must, indeed, be·a thinker; and have learned 
as flat as dish-water. to ·do hilS .own t.hinking, s.o that when questions are 

But why does Dr. MacNeill forsake the .pulpit for asked of him he will be able, arid a1·so ready, to answer 
the prO'fessor~s chair? Surely the invitation would not them. A pro'fessor in theology is not exactly like a 
be pu'h1icly announcea had not Dr. MacNeill given the. cabinet minister. Notice is given the latter usuallyof " 
Governing Bodies of the University some assurance at his questions, and he takes time to answer.' But a '. 
least of the probability of -his acceptance. It would be professor must be ready to answer questions at once, 
fooHsh to .regard such it position as a promotion. Fol- or he will not long command the respect .of his 
lowing the resi'gnation of Dr. A. L. McCrimmon as students. . 
Chancellor, Dr. MacNeill was_ offered the Chancellor- Now everybody knows that in this particular gift, 
ship of McMaster University, which he declined. _ One Dr. MacNeill, great as he may .be. in other matters, 
wonders why he is now offered a lesser. position? is certain1ly defi·cient. He can never think on his feet. -

Of course a wise man would be guided in -his de- Ey.e':J. in t~e Conventions his ·sp~eches were prep'a:ed 
cision- in Such matters by hi.s ow.n seQse of. his fitness wIth care 111 advance,. and when from the Convention 
for the position. A teacher of theology should. be a platform he went intQ the count.ry to -speak on the - . 
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issue that has he~n before the Denomination now for 
Isome years, he repeated his Convention speed'i prac
tica'lly verbatim. In fact, we know some who can give 
these speeches just about as well as, Dr. MacNeill can 
hims~l£! Naturally, if you put the same record into the 
gramophone, you get .,!he same tune on Tuesday and 

, Wednesday that you heard on Sunday, or whenever it 
. was last played. 

,Let no one charge us with discounti'ng Dr. MacNeill, 
£o.r we have said tha't he is a gramophone of the very 
highest class. The tune is well played, and evidently 
the record is without a scratch, for it rep'eats itself 
with abso.lute accllracy as OIften ,as' the machine is 
wound up. 

We wonder whether the ,Governing Bodies of Mc
Ma'ster Univers,ity have consiciered the po~sibHities of 
the gramophone? Indeed, this suggestion opens wide 
possibilities fo'r the whole enterprise' of education. 
Why S9 many professors? Why not a few thoroughly 
trained scholars whose lectures can be giv.en, before 
the wax and multiplied indefinitely? Any univer'sity 
cOll:ld afford to put in the very best gramophone that 
ever was made, for, it would be !far cheaper than a 
pwfessor, and lectures cou/ld be ground out at the 
appointed hour without the slightest danger of a pro
fessor's being sick or in a'ny way indisposed. Of 
course until that plall has been perfected, Dr. MacNeill 

- may do very welii. 
But if like produces like, wiU gramophones produce 

gramophones? One thing is certain: McMaster Uni-: 
versity will never have occasion to be ashamed of its 
,theological gramophone. We repeat: it is of the very 
highest class. , ' 

If McMaster University had opened a new department, 
say, the Department of Oratory, and had aJppointed Dr. 
MacNeill its, Principal, we should have said, "Well done, 
McMaster". Some mannerisms peculiar to Dr. MacNeill 
might have needed correction, such as the rhythmic 
swaying of the body suggestive of the ticking of the 
metrono.me that keeps time for the little girl who is learn
ing to play her scales. A little more variety in gesture 
might then have been advised. But on the whole, not 
much fault' could have been found with Dr. MacNeill's 
aJppointment to. a chair oJ Oratory,-providing, indeed, 
that his Dratory is to. him a science and not merely an 
empiric; in which latter case, however, he would have 
made an admi,rable exa:mple of the' orator even though 
he were unskil'led in the in'culcation of the principles O'f 
oratory. 

But we are dealing w,ith facts as they are, and it is 
to. the Deanship in Theology Dr., MacNeill has been in
vited. 

Dr. MacNeill will hav,e under him all the 'professors 
in the Theological Department. He will be responsible 
for the teaching of the Professor of Homiletics, or the 

'science of preaching. We wonder what the ethic'al stand- ' 
ards O'f that department will be? How far should a man 
be required to do his own' work? It must be recognized 
that every--.preacher is more or less dependent upon other 
minds than his own for what he produces: If Ihe be a 
Greek or Hebrew scholar he is at least indebted to'the 
arduD:Us labours o~ t:xtual scholars who have preserved 
foOr him, by the proVidence of God, a pure text. Or H 
he uses a translation of ScrIpture, 'whether the authorized' 
or some otlher version, he is dependent then upon the 

scholarship of th~se who have put tha,t translation in hi,s 
,hand. \i\There his illustrations 'are borrQwed from history, 
or poetry, or biography, .or from the physical sciences, 
he is in'debted to those who have laboured in these 
spheres, and. who have preserved and handed down the 
results of their labour. 

Few millers grow the wheat they grind; and few bakers 
grind the flour they use in their brea:d. Not many tailors 
weave the clot1:t they make into clothes. Once of a day 
the good housewife not only made the clothes for the 
family, but she wove the homespun of which they were 
made. There are not many homespun suits worn nowa
day,s. Neither' do we suppose there are ",ery many 
purely homespun sermons. Few ministers combine in 
themselves the wo.rk Df the farmer, !\!he miller, . and the 
baker; or, the work of the shepherd, the weaver, and the 
tailo.r. 'vV,e understand there are great departmenta,l 
sto.res which 'manufacture noth~ng: t hey have clothing 
and other things manufactured for them and then they 
put their own name on them., , 

Some preachers do the sam~. But that is iha,rdly fair, 
is it, to take the substance o.f a book, and here aqd there 
incoflporate whole chapters verbatim, and h,~ print the 
whole unider, the title of a, sermon by Dr. Blank. Yes, 
very blank! Indeed, some might be tempted to put it, 
blankety blank! However, as Dean, in Theology, Dr. 
MacN eill wDuld probably, in the course of the years, 
have to deal with flather fine questions of literary or ser
monic Rroprietorship.· And he might sometime3 be called 
upon to decide how far a preacher would be justified in 
attaching his own name to another man's sermon. In
deed, it is conceivable that at some faculty meeting the 
question of student di'scipline might come before the Fac
ulty for co.nsideration. If, for example, a student should 
be detect",d copying another student's notes, and the ques
tion should arise whether such a student wert: entitled, 
nOh~ithstanding he had written a creditable paper, to 
receIVe a pass, or perhap~s a degree. That would involve 
a very' fine point in .ethical judgment. \Ve wonder j,f 
under such circ~m~ta.n0es, Dr. MacNeill would feel 'ani 
embarrassment 111 Sltt111g as a member of such a tribunal? 

Under the inspiration of such teaching, is it likely that 
McMaster University students would develop any gr'eat 
o.rig.inality? Why should l11~diocnities originate anything . 
when the product O'f the 1UImds of the masters is avail-
able? ' 

Vole wo.nder whether Dr. MacNeill's accession to Mc
~aster University will result in special emphasis being 
laid upon memory work? That is an admirable study. 
Indeed, we rather think it has been reduc~d to somewhat 
of a. science. After' aU, perh~~ th~re is a valuable sug
gestlOn. here. Why not speclahz'e 111 memory training? 
There IS probably n'Ot one chance in a million that Mc
Master University would ever produce a man of Spur
geon's ability. Why write poor seflmons when Spu'rgeon's 
maste~pieces are available? Ah, but we forget-Spur
geon IS not greatly honoured in McMaster. \i\Tell let us 
substitute Fosdick for Spurgeon, or some other' of the 
Modernists. Such men have a natural brilliance which 
is, no~ likely to be .seen <in' McMaster except' on very 'rare 
occasions. Vole thmk we can see a large field of labour 
fDr Dr. MacNeill in this department of memory-training, 
for then 'the students would not need to do much thinking. 
There are publishing-houses now which supply a weekly 
sermon ready-made, and the students might be taught 
to us~ these ·products judiciously. ' ' 



,. 

;March 6, 1930 TIlE GOSPEL WITNESS (697) 5 

'. In this connection we recognize that Dr. ,MacNeill has 
another striking aptitude: he is a man of fine discernment 
and unusual di'scrlmination. He knows a good sermon 
when he sees one, and will be 'able to te:'!-'ch his students. 
how to pick one out. No man of our acquaintance is 
so thoroughly trained in this rare art. He, might also be 
able to offetr suggestions to his students which would 
train them in the art .of directing their hearers to the 
dhoi,ce of other than sermonic literature.' Certai.n pulpits 
depend greatly upon the ignorance of the pew. Many a . 

. pulpit would be embarra,ssed if the people in the peW's 
• should form the habit so general in Spurgeon's day of 

reading sermons. . 
We can find confirmation of our assertion that Dr. 

Ma'oN eill is specially skiHed in choosing good sermons. 
Once upon a time, liot so many years ago, certain mem
in~s were being held ,in Toronto whi,ch brought a num
ber of ministers to the. city, There happened to be in 
the ciJty on a certain Sunday a Methodist minister whose 
home WaJS in ariother city which, we are inclined to be
lieve~ 'was not very far from Peterboro; Ontario; and, at 
the same time, there nappened to be over the week-end in 
Toronto a Baptist minister from th.e same town. These 
two miniS11:ers, one a Methodi1st and one a Bapti!>t, found 
1Jhemselves on Sunday evening in Walmer Road Ohurch, 
when Dr. M·acNeill was in the pulpit. 

'When the servic!! was over these two ministers,. with 
a third who was a Methodist, came out· of church to
gether. A's we now recall the report of the incident,. the 
Baptist miIi1ster, being rafuer proud of. 1Jhe whole ,ser
vice, rema,rked to· his. fellow-townsman, the Methodist 

. preaCher, 'I'W·blat did you think of that?" To whiClh the 
. Methodist minister replied, "Ah, ~ut thaJt was glorious 
preach'ing." Whereupon ·the other Methodist preacher 
asked if tiley were in a hurry, and if they would have 
any objeotion to going down to the Methodis.t Book Room 
at 1Jhe.comer of Queen and John Streets: They agreed, 
ithi.s Baptist preacher and hi,s Methodist brot!her, to go 
w~oth Methodist preacher number two to the aforesaid 
book-room. 

Methodist preacher number two had a key, and al
though it was Sunday night, he opened t;4e door, and 
they walked in. They went to a shelf of books, and 
Mevhodl'S11: preacher number two took down a volume of 
sermons by Dir: W. L, Watkinson. mancing over the 
contents he found the page the wanted, and turning-to it, 
said to. his brethren,' "Read that." And behold, they 
found the .sermon almoS11: verbaIDim to which they had 
listened; and hy which they had been thr.illed in Walmer 
Road but an hour or less before. 

We cite" this in confirmation' of our S'tatement that 
Dr. MacN eiill knows a good sermon when he sees it, for 
Dr. W. L. Watkinson was a grecilt prea'cher .. And surely 
it I,1lUSt have been a treat to hear his sermon, even thou~h 
reproduced by a,n animated gramOphone. .If anYOlIl'e 
slhould entertain doubt~ of the accuracy of this story, con
fin.nation of it may be obtaoined by applyiJ::,:tg to Rev. J. R. 
Webb, Pastor of. King Street Baptist Church, Kiotchener, 
Qritario,-unless, in.deed, Brother Webb, as sometimes 
happens witlh even splendid ·men, sho,uld have S~tffered a 
lapse ·of In emory. 

Of c9ur~e it must be admitted that Dr. MacNeill is,not 
w.ithourt:" 'the auth'Ority of classical example for his we1I-" 
known practice. Kipling ~ells the story thus: 

"When 'Orner smOote 'is bI-oomin' lyre, 
He'd 'eard men sing by land an' sea; 

An' what he thought 'e mig1ht require, 
'E went an' took-the same a,s me I 

"The market-girls an' fishermen, 
The shepherds an' the sailors, too, 

.r , They 'eard old songs turn up aga:in, 
But kep' it quiet-same as you I 

"They knew"e stole;'e knew they knowed . 
They di-dn't tell, nor make a. fuss, 

But winked at 'Omer down the road, .. 
An' 'e vyinked back-the same as us l" 

We have. never charged Dr. Ma·cNeill with being a 
Modernist, although he has defended Modernism, and 
for some years has cast his vpte in its favour. We won-. 
der whether Dr. MacNeill has been ohosen as Dean in 
The'C!logy because of his special fitness to lend plausibility 
to 1Jhe theory of the composite characte'r of the Penta,
teuch? Of 'course our 'readers are fammaJr with the idea 
thrut: othe. five books 'Of Moses have been cleverly compiled 
of materi'al derived from many" pre-existent, and so far 
as we are able .lto understand, from prehistoric "squrces" ; 
and that all these materials have been 'wonderfully woven 
together by some mysterious, unnamed, redador. Could 
we "bel'ieve in the vagaries of ;theosophy, and the doctrine 
of reincarnation, it might he imagined tha:t that redactor,.,. 
was' reincarnate in the personality of'the new Dean of' 
Theology, for beyond questiOll1 he is almost incornpa'l"ahle 
as a weaver of words and a compHer of ideas. 

. Perhaps our standards are ·altogether too old-f'ash~on~ . 
Perhaps they are, after all, impossible. We live in a day . 
of cafeterias, and' groceter.ias, and cleaniterias: therefore 
Wihy not a proocheter-ia? . Who knows thail: we m:a,y 
read a. full-page 'advertisement oile O'f these days: 
"PREACHETERIAS LIMITED; John.MacN~1l & 00., 
Oniginitors and Proprietors." Of course such a com
pany would h'ave to be a·lim~ted. Ji.aJ~ility a~ai~, for t~e 
~ilability would have to be pretty WISely dlstnbuted In 

order to avoid the infringement or 'copyright laws. But 
. seeoing it· has become the custOom for people to live on 
canned goods and other ready-cooked and pred!gested 
foods, and tOo wealr 'ready-made clothes, why should not 
a,flourishing business be done in rea:dy-made, sermons? 

. One of the papers described ,the position to which Dr. 
MacNeill is invited as the "Prinoipa:tslh~p of Pmc,tical 
Theology'~. Certainly' our'friend is a very practical man. 
When di:scussing the problems of church government, and 
the relation of the individua,l church. to Convehtions, and 
the operations of Conventions with their various Boards, 
and 1:!he' proper method of appointing a President, Dr. 
MacN eiU w'iII alwaY'S have a striking illustration. of the 
proper way to come to the Presidential Chair in his own' 
appointment as President of the Baptist World Alliance. 
He w.ill be a!ble to tell his students what remotely",ol"igin
at,ing influence~ may' .cont1"ibute to a man's prorn!inence, 
and how enmitie~ 'and hatreds may £-all out to the further
ance of some men's elevation to tlhe Presidency. He can 
make plain that far awiay in the Southland, in a stalte 
called Texas, -there wa,s ~ man called. 'Scarborough
Dr. L: R. Scarborough, ~ be. exact-"":'and' that ·the pet 

·aversion of the said. Scarborough was one J. Frank 
N orris. He may :then explain how a neighbollJr of hi:s 
in the same city, a man whose name, by. ,that t.ime, 'w!ll 

. ..1 
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perhaps be sO' obscure as to have been forgotten so that 
he wiU :ha ve to explain' that he was oalled "S·hields", 
happened to fall in with the. man called Norris;· and that 
because he became N Qrris' friend, autQmatically Scar
borQugh became his bitter and implacable enemy; and 
thalt the said ScarborQugh, being a man of rather smaH 
caHbre, and. Qwing all his prQminence to his official poSli
tion, by some means, managed to find a place on the 
NominaJting CQmmittee Qf the Baptist World AUiance. 
Measuring Qther men by his own standards, the sam~ 
Scarborough imagined it would. infHct a ·crushing blow 
upon MacNeill's neighbour, and through him, upon his 
Qwn personal enemy, Dr. J. Frank Norris, if the said' 
MacNeill shQuld be elevated to the Presider.'Cy Qf the 
said Alliance. When this idea had been formed, the 
afQrementioned Scarborough, being never at a loss, by 
fanr means Qr foul, to effect his purposes, utterly igt'!ored 
the lQcal committee entertaining the Baptist World Alli
ance in TQrontQ, asked no advice oLany Canadian as to' 
wh~ might be, the mQstrepresentative man, but Qff his 
own bat, of his own suggestion, and by the gros'sest mis
reporesenJtation 'of fact, deluded the Nominating Commit
tee and crammed MacNeill down 'their thrQah" and later 
brougiht·him forward for the Presidency. . 

All this win be interesting to' Dr. MacNeill's students;' 
and we !trust will supply them wi1th an example of how 
nQt to seek honours of men. 

Dr. MacN eiU is very favou,rably disposed toward a 
union of all the denQminations. He is on record as fav
ourang the principle, but advocates caution and 'patience 
in' its application. 

We have recently had a further illustration of this 
aJttitude. It may be interesting to Baptists generaHy, but 
particularly to' SQuthern Baptists. In Ganada, three or 
rour years ago, a so-called union Qf Methodist, Pr.esby
teraan, and Congregational denomin~tions was effected, 
the body .being called The United Church of Canada.' 
Many Presbyterian d:lUrches,-H we mistake nQt, over 
a- thQusand,-did not join the Union, and the Presby
terian Chul"'Ch continued, though considerably diminished 
in numbers. ' 

'Among the Presbyterian churches in TQrontQ wh~ch 
voted for the Presbyterian Ohurch as against the Union, 
was New St. Andrews Church 011 King St'reet, of whi,CIh 
Rev. Stuant Parker is the minister. Within the last week 
or ten days thaJI: church has been celebrating its hundredth 
anniversary. One Qf the little Gospel Witness bi,rds came 
to' Qur window-or, more accurately, to' our telephone---, 
and~ told us that in connectioo with this celebration, Dr. 
John MacNeiI.l had been invited to represent the Bap
tIsts; to whi'Ch he replied that in view of the fact that its 
PastQr, Dr. Parker; had stood- out so strongly against the 

. Uruon, his (that is, Dr. MacNeill's) presence on his 
platform might be misconstrued. He therefore declined 
to particip3Jte in the anniversary services. 

Of course, that is his right, for this is a free co:uptry. 
Bud: when he gives ·as his reason for refusiQg' to stand on 
a Presbyterian platform that that church dared to stand 
for the principles' to' which it was dedjcated, refusing to' 
be swallowed up by the MethQdi~t whale, Dr. MacN.eill 
slhmys cltat he ·knows little about Bap'tisit liberty, and very 
little about British ·fair play. We congratulate the New 
St. Andrews. Church on Dr. MacNeill's absence. . 

Tlhere may be other reasons than thQse we have enum
eraited for Dr. MacNeill's being invited to the Deanship. 

On January eighth last we received a certain cQmmunica
tion entitl~d, '.'Why Should Professor Marshall Go?" We 
did not, at that time, consider the prophecy a probable 
one. The little bird said, "T,weet! Tweet!", and he came 
in and Idt us a story; but the story Qf the little bird on 
that Qccasion seemed so improbable that we put it in OUf' 

files instead of sharing it with our readers. But it is 
now evident that our little bird was a true prophet. This 
j,s what he says: 

The writer does not claim to have any inside knowl-' 
edge, or to have the gift of prophecy, but he ventures to ' 
suggest that those who keep their . eyes' open may dis
cover that the reason for squeezing out Prof. Marshall 
is to be found in the management of the University 
itself. 'Let us watch." . 

FollOlWling is the communication received from one of 
our little bil'ds whQse name, truth to tell, in this inst~nce, 
we do nolt know. Certainly M~Master's invitation to Dr. 
MaicNeill serves to justify fhis little bird's prophecy. We 
would remind our readers once more that this litille bird 
called on our office on the eighth of January last, befQre 
there had been any public mention of the invitation since 
extended to Dr. MacN em. 

WHY SHOULD PROF. MARSHALL GO? 

Last week The Gospel Witness made an e!Xtended analysis 
of the calls that have come to Prof. Marshall. Tlhere are 
stIll some inqIortant questi'onSi that should: be asked and· 
answel'ed, and I respectf.ully ask the privilege .CY.f lookin·g at 
the matter from another angle. 

The strong editorial .of las,t week considered the situation 
f·rom the points of vie'w olf the Pl'ofessor, ·the Old Convention, 
and the' churches· in the -Old Land, with just a sIight glance -
at ,the University itself. _ It is about the -latter that I would 
like to ask a few questions and perhaps make.a 'few obS'erva
tions. 

The question is ·this: I.s there any reason in the Univer
sity itself why Prof. Marshall .should wish to leave TOl'onto? 

McMASTER iN HAMILTON. 

MoM'aster University will next ~ar move to Hamilton. 
With new buildings on a new .site, in a new environment and 
under a new ipatironage, the University oUglht to :be an attrac
tive institution,. J·u;ston the eve of this" ·Prof. Marshall may 

, leave and flyaway. W:h'Y? Furthermore there are days: of 
materi-al proS!perity ahead! for the 'University. The Hamilton 
citizens have given half a million dollars for the' erec.tion 
of a science building, and -while the Hoard of Governors has 
not felt it wise, 'yet, to abandon the Baptist position respect
ing the USe 'of state ·or 'InoUniCi!P:a.l fund'S for church purposes', 
it will not only anow, but enco~age,. the CLty of Hamilton 
to expe·nd city funds for the advantage of the University 
and its surroundings. MclMaster will !be a beautiful place·. 
Why does' Pr,of. Marshall wish- to leave it now? . 

The City of Hamilton will wis'h to have a voice in the 
direction of the University for which it is doing so much, 
and f-or the sake of .mate'rial gain the Board 'will fi·nd a wa;y 
to do what is dem:anded. McMaster will. be increasingly 
a city institution, and Will enj.oy corresponding material' 
prosperity. From a worldly point of view, McMastEir is 
just coming to its own. . Why doos. the 'Worthy Professor 
wIsh ,to .leave it just at this time? There m'Ust be a reason, 
and the friends of the University should know it. Is the 
reason to :be found behind the scenes in the institution itsei!lf'? 

Some of u.s are of the opinion that there are internaa 
reasons for this restlessness which the BaptIsts' of the old 
Convention .s-oould know, and: it is perhaps the business' of 
The Gospel Witness to help them to .this knowledge. Perhaps 
if even those who are quite willing to have Prof. Marshall 
go for the sake of -denominational peace and doctrinal secur
ity;' knew all the facts o~ the case 'as some of the leaders o~ 
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the insid'e know them, they would Drefer to have t~e things 
remain all they are rather than hav,e a worse thlIlg c,ome 
upon them. 

THE DEAN OF THEOLOGY. 
The department 'of theology, while the sm'alles't in the uni

versi.ty, is ,really the' whole reas'on ,for its existence. The 
headship 'of the department of otheology is the most impor.t
ant place in the institut~on, yet since the passing of Dr. 
F'arnler ther,e has' ,been -no Dean of Theology. Why? Is it 
because there is no m'an in the Theological department who 
,is counted fit foOl' the posdtion? Or is it Ibecause alI the men 
of the ,department aTe of such equality ·of mediocrity that no 
one can be found able to lead 'or di'rect the 'others? Per
haps it is that the Board would like to name Pr,of. Mar.shall, 
but does not dare' do so. Is this' ,the reason why he thinks 
it well to go? Dr. McCrimmon is to'o old a '1ll'an f.or the 
office, but P'r.of. Marshall is a youIllg man whoOse SCh9lar.snip 
has been br03dilly boasted, and reau.y he is a 'ple'asing gentle-

. man, why is- ,he not appoint~dI? Is' it that the <Boa,rd of 
Governors knows that eve'n now the' ipeople would not stand 
foOl' such 'an action, and ,they dare not act as they w.ish?· 
How does Prof. MaJ,"shall feel a'bout being.· sidetracked by 
those who have claimed toO be ,his friends? What p'art does 
this situation play in the gentleman's readiness to leave 
McMas,ter . and Toronto and Canada? 

Some ,of ous think, that we, have not yet !reached the diepths 
of this cesspool of treac'hery.' 'If we look f.urthe'r we may 
see s'ome' interesting things. . . 

DR. MACNEILL AND THE DE~NSHIP. 
Walmer Road' Church is ,gl,li-ng to ,be a different kind: of 

place after the removal 'of the University to HamiUon. N.ot 
that many of 'the teaching staff atte~d that church, ibut the 
gradually dwindling congregation of Walmer Road Chu,rch 
is somewhat augmented 'by the students, and, of c'ours'e, one 
or two of ,the 'profes,sors attend there, to'o. 'But the prestige 
of the Univer,sity will ,have departed, and the real value 'of 
the ministry of the church will appear. That will mean that 
there will be some slump in 'WaLmer Road aft~l' next wear. 
Moreov,er down town conditions are .gradually creeping .up :to 
Bloor Street and it will not be very long befo,re that church 
will have to face ,s'ome real prQiblems, and its: :Ilastor nevell' has 
faced !problems, and never will. be able to d,o s,o, ihe d'oubtless 
would lLke to find a better. re'sting-,plac'e for himself, even at 
the expense of .the better man who has the. :prior claim. Is 
Dr. MacNeill slated for ~he Deanship? 

It will be replied' that Dr. MacNeill w:as once offered: the 
Chancellors,hip and woOuld not ·take it. T.hat may be true, 
but the University ,hade not been ,given ,over in lange -measure 
to a' Municipal control, no 'p;er,s'on then .thought that a man 
would be able to stand up ,before a 'group of several hundreds 
of Baptists and, say without c'ontradiction, "McMaster Uni
vez:sity is no l-ong,er a Baptist Institution", as was' said by 
more than one speaker 'at the laying of the corner-stone in 
Hamilton a few weeks ag.o. Now there is 'Prospect for an 
influential ,positi·on for the Dean of Theo}o'g'y, and, Dr. Mac
NeiLl might like to 'have it f·or himself. It would he rathJer 
Tough treatment for ;such ,s: man as· 'P~of. MarshaH, ibut then. 

Some person ;mi.ghtsay that Dr. MacNeill hag. neither the 
scholarship nor .the executiVe' qUla,1ifications for the deanshi:p. 

. That we will admit, ,but his wide acquaintance with preachers" 
andl the content of their sermons' would enable him to 'Pre
pare a few lectures on preaching, and in that way, g,et hy. 

Is it .the .plan of the Baard of 'Governors to do this thing 
over the 'head of Prof. MarsnaIl? If so, if nis colleagues 
would, treat him thus, then his self-respect would tak,e him 
away;, and he will 'have learned, at considerable c'ost to him
self, the real character of his profes'sed friends, and the 
selfishness of some of the devotees 'of that Bloor Street in-
stituti.on. . . 

Coming events cast their shad·ows ,before. . One wonders 
if there 'are not s-ome signs of this method of rewarding a 
fai.thfuI foUower while snubbing anather, and the snub makes 

, it the easier f.or that 'one to slip away where men of g.re'ater 
courage and better 'principle are to be found. 

'Tihe 'Writer does not claim to have any inside knowledge, 
or to hav,e the gift ,of pTo'phecy, hut he ventures to sugogest 
,that those who keep their ,eyes open may .discover that the 
l"eas-on for squeezing ,olit Prof. Marshall is to be found in 
the management of the University in i.tse.lf. Let us watch. 

What a Little Bird Said! 
'Ve have all heard of the little bird who sometimes 

tells thirigs that are not supposed to be generally 
known. Many such little birds come saying, "Tweet! 
T'weet !", 'at the window of .the office of The Gospel 
Witn.ess Editor. Of 'course, we do not admit black birds, 
or ravens, or crows; but just as the- dove returned to 
the ark with an oli.ve leaf plucked off, thereby bring
ing news of flood-conditions, so there are many good 
little birds that come to our office with something in 
their mouths. It is not always an olive leaf-or an 
olive 'branch. Sometimes the little birq. is a homing 
pigeon returning with a message for the E·ditor. "-

No; you must -not ask us where 0ur. homing birds 
live, nor in what trees they res,t and sing tl:!.eir songs . 
But once upon a time in a certain tree one of our 
Fundamentalist birds was comfortably resting. No; 
we will not tell you where the tree was, nor what kind 
of tree it was" nor what sort of seat was under the tree 
-but there was a seat, and on that seat two interesting 
persons were s.itting, engaged in conversation. One 
was Mr. , -we will call him Mr'. Ex:'Old 
Convention Official; the other was Mr. W. C. Seni'or. 
We first inser'fed the name of the Ex-Official, then it 
occurred'to us it might be better to withhold it, for 
by so doing it may make it less easy for Mr. Senior 
,to identify the seat, fo·r doubtless he sits on many 
different seats and talks. 

'Vhen 'our Fundamentalist bird heard' the name 
"Shields", he listened the more intently, and Mr. Ex
Official 'said: 

"According .to T. T. Shields. I am 'a M'odernist." 

Our' friend .Mr. Ex-Official was Wl error here, for we 
have never called him a :Modernist.· vf he is so classi
fied by anyone, he has himself. to blame. 'Ve remem
ber Rev. C. J. Loney, of Hamilton, once putting the 
matter something like this: A certain man decl'ares 
to his Conservative' friend's that politically he is a' 
Conservative. Be rnaintains his Conservative profes
sion for perhaps three 'years and three hundred and 
sixty-four 'days-if that pe the time between elections 
-but on election-day, notw.ithstanding his long pro
fession of political Conservatism, he goes to the poll 
and votes Liberal. 'Vhat i,s he-a Conservative Dr a 
Liberal? Are we to judge him by what he savs, or by 
the way he votes? _ • 

We remember thinking that that ,was, rather a strik
ing way of putting the m!!..tter. Of course; anyone 
WQuld answer that, whatever the man's profession. he 
voted to put the Liberal party into p.ower. Of course 
there may be no politics in this. vVe may reverse t\1e 
ca·se, and suppose that a man talks Liberal and ,v·otes 
Coilservative. But applying that principle to·o~r foriend/ 
Mr. Ex-Official, we have only to say that beyond per
adyenture, :his vote has ,been cast in support of a rankly 
modernistic regime at McM'aster University; and for 
practical purposes, at least, it is safer to classi.fy a man 
by his vote than by hi,s speech. , 

But following this, Mr. Senior spoke. Vol e' ought to 
say, however, before quoting him, that our little bird 
said his report OIf this conversation· was correct; put 
he th9Ug.ht it would b~ wi'se that we should say, as, the 
late 'Dr. Farmer would have said, .. that it was "sub
stantiaHy" cor-recto That i's to sa,v~ h!! would not vouch 
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for every word; but that the following is the substance 
of what was said. Mr. Senior said:· 

"Did you 'See 1fuat article, M·r. Ex-Official, about waiting 
twenty years for a protes;t, and if it came·, it would be 
like a child saying, 'Dad'a', for the first tim:e'? Such 
ridicule!" , 

To this Mr. Ex-Official replied: 

"Do those artides ibothe,r ---- much?" 

N ow at this poinlt our little bird said that he did not 
quite catch the name. Evidently therefore the article 
referred to was riot in the little bird~s mind, and for 
tbis reason he was unable to iden~ify the per-son to 
whom Mr. Ex-Official referred. 

But what the little bird did not catch, tlie Editor is 
able to 'supply. The article concerning which the Ex
Official enquired refer.red to Rev. e. H. Schutt, who 
had told not a few people that if McMaster University 
should appoint another professor of the same school 
as Professor Marshall the Denomination would hear 
from him! Replying to this' we remarked that we did 
not think the Denomination would be much di'sturbed 
if they did; that we had waited for twe~ty years aIi'd 
had never hea'rd 'one solitary word' of protest from the 
lips of Mr. Schutt, and that if he 'should ever break 
the silence it would be like a child saying "'dada" for 
the first time. We have not now had time to consult 
the article, but we remember ttIat we wrote something 
of the SOl'lt, and that it referred to Mr. Schutt. 
. Mr. Ex-Official wanted to know whether these 

articles bother Mr. Schutt very much .• Of course Mr. 
S.chutt does not read The Gospel Witness! There are a 
great many people who <10 not read The Gospel Witness 
who, by some mysterious way, manage to discover all 
that is in it! ,But ')to Mr. Ex-Official's, question Mr. 
Senior .replied: ., ' 

, . 
"Yes, he ,comes into my office; ibut I tell him not to 

bo.ther his .head- about them." 

No one need "bother h~s head''' about what is not 
true. But what we have said about our friend Mr. 
Schutt is' true 'to fact: through all the years 0.£ the 
controversy he has been as dumb as the proverbial 
oyster. . 

But the ful'lther conversation. is:of still greater inter
est. Mr. Ex-Official said to Mr. Senior: 

"But we must get an orthodox 'man at, McMaster." 

To which Mr. Senior replied: 
"~eology is not the important tlhing at McMaster." 

N ow we have it! We shall see presently why Mr. 
Ex-Official said that an orthodox man muist be ap
pointed to McMaster. It was centainly not fear of 
Rev~ C. H. Schutt which dictated that remark. But 
Mr. Senior is usually an echo of the official voice. If 
there' should be an upheaval in the Convention of 
Ontario and Quebec, and, by some miracle,' an ex
pression of opinion advers.e to McM3Jster University 
should be registered, Mr. Senjo'r would undoubtedly 
be found on the side of the majority before morning. 
He is a kind of reflector of official opinion. No doubt 
he' had heard other people say, "Theology is not the 
important thing at McMaster." 

Of course not. If it had been, Professor Ma,rsh'all' 
would never have been appointed,-and a good many 

, other professors would never ,have seen the inside of a 
McMaster class-room. Baptists may think they have 
a Bapti'st institution in McMaster, but they will wake 
up pne of these days to discover that their lethar.gy 
has forfeited their educational inheritance to strange,rs. 

But when Mr. Senior thus spoke, Mr. Ex-Official 
replied:. . 

"But the :peopIoe--the people---'are not satisfied." 

We did not need Mr. Ex-Official to tell us that .. We 
hear that, through the postman, and from all quarters' 
of the Convention territory. The. finances, of the old 
Convention prove that the people are not satisfied. 
Some day when we have time, we are going to give a 
careful analysis from the year book. We have only 
cursorily examined ,the reports, but what we suspe9l:ed 
we find to be true. The Treasurer has reported fro,m 
time to time that the gifts from the churches have been 
maintained. They want it to appear that the churches 
are solidly behind McMaster University. The fact of 
the matter is that cer~ain individuals have giyen large 
sums in order to maintain a semblance of financial 
health, and in order that it might not be seen that 
deficits were being made up by individuals, those in
dividuals have given their large sums through' the 
churches to which they belong.· 

One single example will suffice. Walmer Road, 
,reports a very large amount raised last year, and a 
large proportion given to denominational objects. 
Perhaps it is a good thing that something has s'tirred 
up Dr. MacNeill, because for many years Jarvis Street 
had' practically to equal the giving of \Valmer Road 
and York-minster (then Bloor Street) combined. But 
no one who has a thorough knowledge of the situation 
supposes that the la,rge amount c011'trihu~ed to denomi
national objects by Walmer Road has been given by 
the rank and file of the memhership: it has 'been made 
up by large gifts which cannot be repeated every year. 

But there are other churches than Walmer Road. 
Mr. Ex-Official was right when he said, "The people 
are not satisfied." They are far from being satisfied. 
And when the Univel"sity is moved to Hamilto'n: and 
the true sta:te of affairs becomes apparent, their dis
satisfaction will be greater still. 

'But what followed? The little bird in the tree heard 
Mr. Senior say: 

"We must get something s,t:arted. Johns;to.n must do 
something at London. Tilley w.ant me to go to. the Con
vention out west. I will take a little ibQliday first quietly 
befo·re I go, then when ,I come back we must get things 
going." 

We shall be sorry to deprive Mr Senior of his hoH
da'y, but that "quiet little holiday" will be a confirma
tion of this conversation, and will prove that our little 
bird made an a'ccura,te report of what ,he heard. We 
greatly fear that Brother Senim may imper.il his .... 
health by foregoing his holiday in order ,to d~scount 
our little bird'~ report. Pray, do not do so, Mr. Senior. 
Yours must be a very strenuous life; you must be, 
weary trying to explain things away, and 'finding some 
new excuse for McMa's,ter. Anyone who has to repre
sent the denominational interes'ts of the old Conven
tion is likely to need a holiday. So please take your 
holiday' notwithstanding. Although we cannot refrain 
from sugg.esting that it may be wise for other littre 
birds to be on the lookout, so they, may know when 

II 
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Brother Seniot slip's quietly away for his vacation that 
~e may get thoroughly rested .1n order to "get things 
going". ._ 

Then >it may be well for Brother Mitchell and Bro
ther McGinlay, and any others who live in the vicinity 

. of London, to keep an eye upon Brother Johnston, 
Pastor of Talbot Street Church, because we have the 
word of a Senior for i!t that "Johnston must do some
thing at London". We wonder what Brother John
ston ough't to do? We wonder what is 'up a-t London? 
Or, what. is down? Why should' Brother J ohns1:on, 
with his finely-waxed moustache and curly hair, be 
singled out and instructed to "get something done"? 
Are we to understand 'that Brothe'r· Johnston is doing 
nothing? Are the people running away from him to 
Brother Mitchell and to Brother McGinlay? And we 

. wonder juS't what Brother: J ohns't'On' can do ? We 
have-no doubt Brother ,Senior is right: Brother John
ston ought to do something. We all ought to do some
thing! Every,body o~ght to 'be busy. Butt why should 
the Pastor of Talbot Street ChuI'ch, London, be espe
dally §elected to meet this tremendous necessity of 
"doing something"? 

Br.other Senior has been invi,ted to go to the Con
vention out West,-or are we to understand when he 
says, "They want me to go· ,to the Convention ou't 
West"; tha't the desire has been expressed by officia'ls 
of the Ontario and Quebec Conventipn? Whether he 
be invited to come, or reques.ted to go, does not mat
ter: let us wa·tch. the Convention out "Vest to see 
whether Brother Senior' turns up. 

Of course our . little bird .did not inform us whether 
Mr. Senior intended to go to the Convention or not, 
whether that was to be .part of his va:cation; or whether 
having had a vacation, he was afterwards to. go out 
W·est to "start something" out there. Be that as it 
may, we shall all hold our bre'ath until Bwther Senior 
gets Iback from his quiet vacation, and ,try to be ready 
when he begins to "get son1ethinrg going". 

But ou: . little. bird told us ~hat, folloyving this, the 
conversation dnft,ed to' things finalliciaol, The names 
of Mr. S. J. Moore and Mr. J. N. Shenstone were men
tioned Upo~ tQis, however, Mi Senior remarl>ed: 

. ".some of these gifts, though included in the reports, 
a~ conditional, and we have not reeeived them ye.t."· 

/ Aha! Aha! We told you so. Now 'that is ver; 
naugh'ty, to resort to a trick l:i~e that and ~ay, We 
told you so. In our two artid~s on the departure of 
Pro~esso.r Marshall, published January 2nd and 23rd, 
we Imphed that Professor Marshall was leaving, not 
so mu'Ch 'because of the puU from Leicester, but be
cause Of some mysterious push from this side. Were 
certain of these larger gifts which Mr. Senior s'aid 
were' conditionaoI, and whkh, while included in the 
reports, had not yet .been 'made, conditioned upon ,Pro
fessor Marshall's leaving? .or was it a conditipn that 
he 'he not appointed Dean in: Theolo.gy? Was another 
condi,tion that someone, who at least had a sernblance 
of orthodoxy, should be appointed ,to take his plaJce?' 
. How. do . we know some of these things? Ah, the 

httle blI'd 111 the tree who brought uS news of this 
interesting conversation is not the' only little :hiI'd tha.t 
perohes 'roundabout The Gospel f¥itness office and says, 
"Tweet! Tweet! I will tell you 'something if you will 

listen." "Ve shall soon be telling Gospel Witness read- . 
ers of what some other little biI'ds have told us. 

Some will enquir,e on what park-seat Mr. Ex-official 
and Mr. Senior were siUing in order that, in {utu're, . 

. they may avoid the seat under that particulaI: tree . 
Ah, but that would be useless, even if they could iden
tify the 'Seat; for our little birds are very wise and they 
seldom perch. twi'ce in the same tree. Nobody knows 
their name; nobody knows their colour; nobody knolWs 
their size-Lbut they are Gospel' Witness birds, and they 
are wonderfully wise. They' could make their for
tunes, or at least could receive large salaries, were 
they to enter the service of some great city daily. What 
scoops they would get! What surprises they would 
ar'\,ange fo.r some people-indeed, we greatly f.ear their 
news would be so astounding and .star-tling sometimes 
tha't they would be accused of being sensationalists. 
The fact is, riothing creates so great a sensation as 
the simple statement of the truth, especially· when .~ 
lot of people are -trying to cover the truth over and 
hide it under a bushel. Our Gospel Witness birds have 
an affinity for the truth, therefore the truth seeks them 
out and teliis them what our Gospel Witness readers 
ought to know. Jack Miner's famous biro sanctuary 
'cannot comlpare with ours. Really 5.t is . wonderful ! 

So, now, let us see-w'hat· did our little biI'd tell us P 
It told us that Mr. Ex-official was interested in ·the opin
ions of the Editor.of The Gospel Witness, who had called 
him a Mod~rnist; which we have shown to be not qrlite 
correct. It showed us also that Brother Schutt, the 
Superintendent of Home Missions, reads The Gospel 
TtVitness,· and w'hen he finds himself mentioned therein, 
is rather "bothered" abou~ it. We suggest when Brother 
Schutt reads this little item that he go into Brother 
Senior's office and tell him not to 'Ibother his head about 
it" ! 
. "Ve have also learned that Brother Senior· is an 
optimis~ .. But in order. to explain that, we must give 
a defimtlOn. We once heard tha)t an optimist is a 
man who does not care what happens-so lon'g as it 
does not happen to him; and th~t a pessimis.t is' a man 
who has lived too long with an optimist. Weare, 
how.ev.er, comfot"ited as we write these words by the 
reflectIon that the offices o-f Brother Schutt and 'Bro
ther Senior are not far apart, and that they will be 
able mutually to condole with each other. We earn
estly commend ea,ch to the consoling ministry of the 
other. • 
, Once more: we have learned that B.rother Johnston 
-or, to be mor,e precise, Rev. J. A. John s:t:on , B.A., 
B.Th (both degI'ees from McMaster University) must 
"do something". 

'Vole have a1so learned that Brother Senior has been 
requested, or invited, we are not quite sure whi.ch, to 
attend the Convention out Wesi1:. We -have gather,ed 
also from our litttle bird's .report that Brother Senior. 
is a little bi.t worn .out, and needs a vacation· and 
that he is going to rest very quietly-and then ~ee if 
they cannot "get something going". 

"V e ~ave. learned that there are some people in· the 
Denommatlq,l1, as represented by Mr. Ex-offi'cjal, w:ho 
feel that an orthodox profess'Or shou.ld bel a'ppointed 
in Professor Marshall's place. . 

And incidenta:lly, something we had almost f~rg'Ot:'. 
ten. We have leapled that certain people have· dis

. (Continu-ed on page 16.) 
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~bt_ 31arbi~' ~trttt ~ulpit 
'1;'HE BELIEVER'S GOD. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis St. Baptist Church, Sunday Morning, October 6th, 1929, 

(,stenographically Reported.) 

March 6, 1930 

"ThereFore sprang there even of one, and him WI good as dead, so many as the stars of the ·sky in 
multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable."-Heb. 11:12. 

Prayer Before the Sermon. special grace. Bless the boy and girl who in tlhe mid'st of 
o Lord our God, we come with thanks.giving and praise into his o·r her play would gIorify the ,Lord J·esus. This morning 

Thy holy presence, and with a holy gladnes.s, 'because thgugh wilt Thou so ov.erSlhadow us with Thy presence, and so be
'rhou wast angry with us Thine' anger is turned away; and· stow Thy grace upon us; that from the oldes.t to the youngest 
now Thou dost comfort us. We .thank Thee that for the be- everyone ·slhall receive some gift from 'God. 
liever the tempest of wrath is .pas.t, ,the trial has been can- We thank Thee for health and' strength, we ·thank Thee for 
eluded; and we 8lI'e justified through .:faith in 'Christ Jesus soundness af mind. We pray Thy blessing upon Thy children 
the Lord'. We bleslS Thee for tlhe ass·uorance that in Him we who· are not with us this morning. Very tenderly we would 
have redemption through His blood, eve·n the forgivene'ss of rememlber those who languish upon beds· of pain. W.hy is it 
our tres·passes. We· are t:J,0 longer aliens, no longer strangers we are in health and strength to-day when so many suffer? 
and foreigners. All cause 'of controversy has 'been settled at Let Thy blessing be upon the hospItals and upon the hundreds 
the Cross. We have become the children of 'God, and if and thousands of people who are never f.ree fl'om pain. The 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Lord be gracious to. them, and to those who exereise the 
Ohrist. We thank Thee for this marvellous miracle whic'h· exacting ministry of 'attendance upon .the . sick .. Bless all 
·has made bankrupt sinners heirs of glory; which has can- d'octo·rs and nurses, and all those who in the homes must 
verted paupers into princes; ,that men in whom the D.ivine bear tihis hurden of .ministering. to the afflicted. Remember, 
Image ;bad been completely destroyed are made once mOTe we pray Thee, thos'e whose minds 'are clouded, those who 
like Him Who cr·eated them. We rejoice in this this morning. suffer fur a little· while .the :f.ailul"e of reason. 0 'Lord, break 

We come as a company who believe in 'Dhea·. We .1Ihank . through the dar.kness., and unveil the beauty of Thy face to 
Thee for this house of pray·e·r, for. this day of worship, for such as know Thy name. '!1h·ough there be s'ome who do not 
this oasis in the desert, for this resting place beside the know their closoet friends, we pray that they may know Thee .• 
pilgrim road: How often Thou hast met with us here! How Be gl"acious to any who have suffered bereavement. We 
fTequently hast Thou verified Thy word, and pToved that think of the heartache, of the inexpres'sible ·grief. by whic'h 
Thou art in the midst of those who a·ssemhIe in Tohy name! many 'are ,bowed doOwn. The Lord be gracious toO them! Put 

.. We doubt not that every believer here has need of special the arms of Thy l'ove about them and miniSoter to them in 
grace·. ,Do we not need the daily manna 'as did Thy pilgrim their lonelines·s' and in their grief. Have regard to the aged 
people of ancient times? We pray that Thou wilt give us whose steps are feelble and whose eyes are· dim, and in whom 
this day our daily bread. Give to each 'of Thy childTen a the daughters of music are brought low. .May their :he·arts 
portion of spiritual meat. As Thou didst break the loaves discern th,e King in His beauty, and their spiritual vision 
and fishes in the de·sert place, so do Thou give to ·e·ach one behold ,the land that is very far off, while He'aven'·s music i's 
of us some special portion, that every 'believer may know that know their cl'os,est friends, we pray that they may know Thee. 
'he is not lost in the company, but that he has been called by to pass that 'at ev'ening time it shall he light. 
his name. . Indeed, 'as Egypt's Governor differentiated 'be- We bes'eech Thee. 0 Lord, to protect such as go down to 
tween Jacob's sons, and made them to know that the' in- the sea in shiDs, ~hat do ibusiness in gre'at waters, and all 
dividual need of e'ach ,had been considered, so deal with us others whose duty ,takes them away from the sanctuary of 
one by one, even giving to Benjamin his d-ouble· portion as a God to-day. We pray that Thou wilt make even the desert 
special token .of Thy love. places, even the deck or the hold of. a steamship, a place 
" We pra,y this morning for cleansing fl'om 'all sin. Remove wlhere God ·may be met . .so wherever man labour, wherever 
from us all sense of unfitness, of disllance between ourselves they travel, may the Lord God be with His people! Close the 

. and T.hee. May the assurance of our acceptance, in Christ ey~s of such as ·shall change worlds to-day, and by Thy 
be very precio.us to us ,this morning. Help us ,that we may grac'e open them again in glory. , 
hear the Beloved saying to His beloved, "Thou art all Bless all Thy ministering' servant!! who preach, Hie army 
fair, my love; there is no spot in thee." If we ·know our own ·of Sunday Sc'hool tea~her:S Wiho teach, missionaries in the 
h~ts, Lord Jesus, we would rather 'be pleasing to T.hee far places of the earth who bear witness for 'Christ. For all 
than to all the world beside. We 'Pray that this morning father.s and'mother,s, young men and maidens, !boys and girls, 
e·very believer may receive ,that delightful communication and little clii1dren, we seek Thy saving- and u'Piholding g:race'. 
from He'aven, that love-letter from the skies, which will We come to Thee wIth our multitudinous needs, w;bile we 
assure us once again of our place in the heart of God, of our r.ejoice in t,he intimate care of a Fa..t!her Who loves us all. 
esta'blishment in the everlasting love of Him W'ho died for Let Thy 'blessing, Thy benedicti'on, rest upon us; and as we 
u~. How we thank Thee that this ·has become possible; that come to T,hy word this morning, 'may the bush burn with 
we have not been put among the servants, but among the fire; may the VoIce ,be iheard spea..lcing out o.f .th'e bus'h; may 
sons; that we are not assigned ·the outer courts, but admitted ·some word be spoken to us whic:h shall lay hold of the heart 
into the inner 'sanctuary, even the holiest of all, by the blood and conscience and will, and make us such as we have never 
of our Lord' Jesus Christ! We praise Thee, Woe worship Thee, been before. ' 
o mather, Son, ·aI!-d Holy -Ghos.t, One God, Who hast wrought 'Open the eyes 'of those who have neve,r seen 'Our Well-
so great a ·salvatlOn for us. . beloved. We.thank Thee that to get a ~lim'Pse of Jesus is to 
. And now we would find -red'reshment and invi'goration, we fall in l&ve with Him, and to love Him forever. We pray 

would receive strength for the journey. We must go on, for that those w'hose minds have been darkened to the attractive
here we ,have no continuing city, we m.u:st carry life's burdens. ness of Christ may have their ·eyes 'op.en-ed;· and if there be 
we must fight life's battles, we must continue life's pilgrim- any such .here this morning, men or women, or boys or girls. 
age, we must walk before God and be pemect. Give strength let every ,heart ,be surrendered to the L!lrd Jesus! .Lead us 
for this day's tasks. Give streng:th to .the 'mother who must all, by Thy great grace, into the pos·session of the 'enjoyment 

'. spend most .of ,her ,time with ,the children .. Give patience to oIf ~hy peace, t,hrough Jesus 'Ohrist our Lord. :Amen. 
the ,teacher who is often tried in his or her 'arduous task, and 
to. t~e young. man or the youpg woman ,~his :m~rning w,ho is In our prayer meeting last night one of the brethren 
s~ekIng to wItness for Thee In the round of dally du,ty, give quoted a scripture from 'Isaia:h, "For my thoughts are 
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not your thoughts, neither a,re yO'ur ways my ways, saith 
the Lord. FO'r a's ,~he heavens are higher than the earth, 
so. are my ways than your ways, and my thO'ughts than 
your thoughts." That pr,inciple ·is fDr ever true; and we 
must needs ever come to' the Vvord O'f God that we may 
leam to. think His ot)lO'~gihts after Him. 

Tlhere ;is a view of ,the universe whkh is, I think I may 
say, almost everywhere prevalent, to. the effect that this 
w:orld, and the worlels about us, constitute a great 
maohine that is "woun~ up and left to play", a machine 
that is governed by fixed and inexorClible laW's, !by a law 
that operates in a presoliibed way, and which, literally, 
cannot be prayed against, 'Or persuaded. It is not exor
able, not subject to prayer or entreaty, nor to any power 
which prayer may invoke; hut inexorable: we, and the 
world in whkh we live, 'and 1:ihe worlds about us, are all 
subject to .law. But .'Christianity tea'Ches that even the 
l,aw is subject to' ,the divine Lawgiver. 

, I read an answer to a queslJion last night.in 'One o~ our 
papers. The questiDn was, 'I'Do yO'U believe in evolutiQn ?" 
And'vhe answer was to. the effect, "I believe in develop
ment: 'first the b1ade, then !the ear, after that the full 
corn in the ear'." 'l~ht1JS avowed evolutionists mis
represent thei'r O'Wli ,position, and so delude many. 'vVe 
all believe in ,develQpment-but that is nQt eVDlut~on. The 
evO'lutionary idea which is everywhere prevalent, is to 
the effect that the created 'Order as we now see it came 
from some primOl·deal germ~ The 1i'fe-principle, Qr what
ever was in the beginning, the :t:lieis.t,i,c eVDlutionist admits 
nlust have come from God; but.he is 'One with atheistic 
evolutionists in accepting the assumption that there were· 
wrapped up in that original something, certa~n resident 
fDrces, and. that frqm -that something, hy its O'W~ PQwer, 
through innumerable ages and incalculably numerous 
transmutations, this present ordered universe has 'Come 
to' be. That God had something ,to' dO' with it, the 
theistic evolutionist admits, but whatever He did was 
dDne in the beginning. He 'set His laws in O'peratiQn 
then, but if He 'has had anything -to do wi·llh things since 
it has been rather ·in the ·dharacter of a spectator. Laws 
are fixed, and what is the use 'Of praying! By that 
ph iloSO'phy, therefore, everything is interpreted, on a 
naturalistic plan. 

The Bible is a revelati.on 'Of God. It telLs.us who God· 
is, alid what He is Eke. He is tb'e Creator: "In the be
mira'Cle of the Virgin Birth-which is the supreme miracle. 
ginning God created the heavens and ·the ·earth." But 
the revelation of this Book is to the effect that God has 
never withdrawn His hand from the materi'al universe, 
nor from the l:iv'es 'Of. His human crea.tures; that while 
He was "in the beginning" .and while He is in all that 
He ha·s made, yet He is above it all, a personal, tmnscen
dent, God, Who is stiU governing the worild that He 
made, the universe of which He is the Creator. The 
Book is written, to show us how God can come into 
human life, hO'W He Cc~n accomplish in human life that 
whi'ch is above nature,· lIhat whidl 'Cannot be accounted 
for at all on natural grounds. 'fhe view of the un~verse 
th:;tt "pushes the·great First Cause ba'Ck ali far as possible" 
-and so ,far that no one ·can discover it-as a matter O'f 
course de~ies everything that is supernatural.. Therefore 
we need not ·be surprised at .the denial of the mira:cle 
of- the . Virgin Birth-whi'ch is the supreme miracle. 
Th~s is ·the 'Crowning, .the ultirp3lte, proof of God's ability 
to interpose,~that He Wh'O is God, came dQwn and robed 

HimseH in human flesh., The Virgin Birth i's the climax 
of aU miraoles. It teaches us that God can come intO' 
human l·ife alld effect, by His divine power, ,that whi~h 
men .of th~rhselves 'Can never bring to pass. The Bible 
cal-Is upori us to. believe in stl'ch a God ·as that, the God 
\iVho -is revea'led in Christ Jesus. . . 

T·he supreme example of faith given us in the Bible 
is Abrahanl. He is described as the father of all thQse 
who. believe; and all believers are said to' be the "children 
of Abraham". The Bilble does n'Ot concern itself very 
much,as I have frequentl'Y pointed out to you, with 
a;bstract ,definitiQns: it show,s 'us rather principles in 
operation. '.I'1he Bible is a bOQk ful"l-of illustrations, and 
the principle 'Of faith finds its supreme exemplification 
in ,the li-fe o~ Abr.aham. "Oh, but", you say, '·'will you· 
go. t'O the Old Testament for the supreme example of 
faith?" Certainly; there nevet: has been -a greater be
liever than Abraham! wd we who believe are his 
children. Albraham'.s .record is briefly summarized· in 
this dhapter. If yDU would knO'w what faith is, study the· 
life of Abraham: '.'Therefore sp~ng there evel] of one, 
and him as -goDd as deClld, so many as the stars of the sky 
in multitude, and 'as vhe sand which is by the sea sh6re 
innumerable." • . 
. How differently God works from men! When mer~ 
begin some new thing they endeavour to ~egi~ it 'On a 
big: scale. How the ChUl1dh of Christ ha~ been cursed 
with these big movements of recent yea.rs r During the 
war we had all sorts of "drives"-drives for the Red 
Cross, drives -for the PatriO'tic SDciety-what they call 
·"high pressure methoQs" applied fQr the getting of money. 
\iVhen ,the wa'r was over many said, "If we could get all 
this money for the war, why cannot we get it for the 
LOlid's -work?" Hence The Seventy-five Million DO'Har 
Oa:\npa,ign among 'Southern Baptists. Ahd the trouble 
with our S.outhern Baptist friends was that they began 
to. spend the money befO're they got it. Much of it did 
not .CDme at aJI,_and ,vhey- have -been in debt ever since. 
In the NQrthern Conv'ention there was the One. Hundred. 
MiHion Dollar Drive, or "'Dhe New World MQvement" 
1 think it was ·called. In . aH these matters men said, 
'ljIf we are ,to get any!.lhing done we .must ,appeal to big· 
men with big ,things. Alas fDr Jluman phillosop'hy! . God 
never ha'S had any use for a "big" man. He has never 
used a "big" man. He has made some very ,little men 
great, but human bigness has no place in God's pro
gramme. \iV'hen God wouM raise up a race of believer~, 
when He would populate heaven with a multitude that 
no lll'an could number, He began with one ·man. "Look 
unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare 
you," said He, "for I called him alone, and ·blessed 
him, and increased him." "Therefore sprang there even 
of one, and him as good as dead", a multitude. 

I shalll try to tdl you -this mO'rning what our great God 
stands -ready to do· with O'ne man-not 'yith a great 
organizati.Qn, but with one man, with one 'boy, with one 
gir.!, one person sur.rendered to God to. go as a missiO'nary 
t<:> Africa, or to South America, or India, or China, 
or ,somewhere else. I desire to. show wha.t God can do . 
with ,only one man in whose life He dwells. 

Let me try to. make'very simple and plain to you some· 
of the, 'Characteristics of Abraham'·s faith; whiioh is ·to' 
sa'Y, the ,oharacteristics of ,true f.a~th, O'f f'aith· ·in God:
"Therefore" I 1':hat rders. to the record of his faith. It 
was because Abraham believed God these ",:onders fol-

• 
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lowed. How did 'he believe? What wa's involved in his 
believing? 

I. 

In the first place, his faith was A Faith 'fhaJt, Because 
it Recognized God as God, PUT GOD FIRST IN EVERY
THING. It was said of Abraham in the beginning of 

, -his career, 'IrBy faith Abraham, when l:Ie was caNed .... 
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whith~r he 
went." 'fhe firstSitep in Abraham"s faith was a complete 
surrender of himself to God; Ihe put God first. And 
when God said, '''Get thee out of thy country, and from 
thy k!nrdred, and from .thy f'ather's house, unto a. land 
that I will shew -thee", Albraham did as the was told. 

AlJ the boys and gir'ls can understand, that if, you 
reaUy believe God, ilf yo,u have the faith that saves, you 
will so put God first in your life that you will do as He 
tens you; you win obey Him. , 

That faith'involved his leaving his own compa,ny; 
separating himself from the natural conditions of life; 
emigrating, so to speak, from the place where he was 
born into some other place. When Jesus Christ comes 
tooany one of us, He demands ,that 'He shall be Lord; we 
are tc? follow Him, no matter what it may cost. It may 
mean for you young people tre breaking up of your com
panionships; it may mean separation from friends. It 
may mean that you wiII have to ohange your manner of 
life entirely, and go out from the condition of life in 

, which you now find yourself to conditions entirely ,differ
ent, where there is a new centre, a new principle domin
ating your life. The simple question is, Are you willing 
to put God first?' Is that yo~tr conception of God, that 
when He. speaks it is' not for you to a,rgtte, that it is not 
for you to attempt to justify' your disobedience? His 
word is to be the absolute law of your life, and when He 
speaks you are to accept it, and obey it without question. 

That is wh,at fai~h is. It is useless to say that I believe 
in God if I .. do not do what He says. It is folly to say 
that I love. Him. if I do not keep His commandments. 
Faith worketh by love, and the faith thCbt saves the soul 
is a faith that pitts God above every thing, and follows 
Him. . ' 

You will observe, too, that Abraham's fa'ith p'ut God 
even 'before his family: "Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house". 
I do not think there is anything that so cripples young 
people as unwholesome co:mpanionships. If we are to 
be true Christians and follow the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth, and are going to' have the best of life-as God 
wiUs that we should have-then we must be willina to 
separate from our companions, and even leave our father's 
house if need be. Sometimes a man may have to take a 
position apart from his wife, 'a :wife may have to stand 
apa.rt from her husband. Children may have Ito oppose 
theIr parents, and- parents their children. It is not 
nearly 050 unusual nowadays for children to oppose their 
par~nts .in certain thing~ as. it is for parenits to oppose 
thear chIldren, for' we ~Ive an a day when children rule 
the household, and the will of father and mother is no 
longer the rule of 'the house. Children are allowed to 
go-I had almost said-to the devil, because at home 
there is no discipline, no restraint. But as Christians we 
shall have to take our position as Abraham did, if we are 
to .. realize' the fulness of ,blessing, sometimes we shall 
have to separate o~rselves from our dearest .friends~ I 
do not think we sufficiently emphasize that principle. 

o 

"Evil communications corrupt good manners", and you 
young people cannot live in the, presence of the ungodly, 
nor keep company with them, nor share their views ()if life, 
and find pleasure in associations with them, without a 
very definite spiritual deteriom~ion in yc;mr own experi
ence. 

Oh, the wisdom of it, God knew He could noll: do any
thing with Abraham in Ur of the Chaldees .. He said, 
"Come away from here, shut yourself up with me and I 
will make something of you". God can never do any
thing with any of us in Ur of the Chaldees., 

It involved some sacrifice for Abraham to leave his own 
countr:v-and it may involve sacrifice on your part. I 
published in The Witness a few weeks ago a communica
tion that Dr. Stockley had brought from the Old Country, 
a 1110St interesting document. You remember how Mr. 
\i\Toblley, leader of the' archaeological explomtions from 
the British Museum, superintended excavations at Ur 
of ,the Chaldees. There was a time 'when the critics said 
that Moses, could not possibly have wriltten the Penta
teuch, because in Moses' day writing was unIrnown! Great 
scholars were they not! \i\Then they said that, there were 
a lot of little preachers who said, "Oh, I shall have to 
change my views." But now the .spade of the excavator 
has gone down, and they have discovered the very city 
in which Abraham lived. Mr. WooUey said that the 
streets of U r of the Chaldees were comparable to Regent 
Street and Bond Street in Lbnclon. The city had been 
buried for centuries. 'When they got down to the founda
tion the diggers said; since they had got down to the 
foundations and below to the solid clay beneath the 
foundations, there was no use digging any farther. But 
Mr. Woolley insisted they should dig deeper. They went 
down ,through eight feet of solid clay, and underneath it 
they came upon another city; they uncovered a city of 
Noah~s day. Mr. Woolley had not believed. in the flood, 
but, scientist as he was, when he saw there before his 
eyes right under the foundations of a gre<lit city, down 
under a solid bed o.f clay, another city buried, he said that 
nothing but'a mighty deluge could ever have done it. 

. We shall believe God's word after a while. But my 
point is this, tliat when God 'said to Abraham, "Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father's house", he was not leaving a cottage in the wilder
ness, he was not leaving some brush arbour· he did not 
!ive merely in a tent, but he lived in a city' which even 
111 that day had c~me to an adv~nced stat~, of civiLizatiqn. 
Yet he turned hIS back upon It all, and went out into 
the wilderness wherever God might lead him" because he 
put God first. ' 

Are you willing to do that? Is your faith in God of 
'such a character that you can enthrone Him above all 
circu~stances, above all considerail:ions of self-interest, 
and follow Him whithersoever He leadeth? Noone of 
us really believes God while He is relegated to a second 
place. Will you think of that? The very idea of God 
'IS that HE Is GOD! You cannot relegate God to a second 
place, for then He would cease to' be God to you. He 
fill,S every place, God muSit be first or He would not ,be 
God. You may.profess to have a God, but the God that 
is put second to father or mother or children or home 
or temporal interests, or material wealth and comfort 
and temporal. prosperity-the God who lis relegated to 
second place IS not Go~1. He will n0t give His glory to 
another. Unless God IS firslt you have only an idea of 
God. But the real God, the God <;>f Abraham:, f!1ust be 
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first; for' He will not be second. It is ·not faith until 
we put Him above everybody and everyrt:hing, and say, 
"It is the Lord; le~ Him do what se~eth. good':. ,That 
is what Abraham dId; he put everythIng on one sIde, and 
followed the Lord. 

Perhaps you say, "That would' be all right if I could 
only see a li-ttle in advance.; I. muSll: kno:w what is in the 
future". . Abraham did not in the beginning. It is as 
though Abraham had said, "Where shall I go?" And 
the Lord had said, "It is none of your business." "What 
sort of a land shall I find?" "I will tell you when the 
time comes." "Wijat .compensaJtion will you offer for this 
sacrifice?" "I promise you none." "What then shall 
I do?" "Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 

" , kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that 
I will show thee. Trust me; put YQur whole life, present 
and future as well a~ the past, everything, wife, friends, 
all rou have, absolutely in My hand; and do as I tell you." . 
WHen we can do that we have faith; ~nd we give God His 
only proper place. .. . 

II. 
Thus Abraham's faith believed that GOD COULD FULFIL 

HIS PROMISE 'To HIM. Our text deals with a later stage 
of his e..xperience. He believed that God coitld fulfil' f.Iif? 
promise to him, notwithstanding his natural incapacity 
to receive it. \Ve talk. a great deal abourt: our "capacity 
to receive' blessing". . You have no oapa,city until God 
creates it. What has the Book to say? What happened 
to one-nq; not that only, but unto one "and him as good, 
as dead". There was no capacity there for the fulfil
ment of God's promise. God took Abraham out one 

. night and said, "Look at the s,tars; can you count them? 
So shall thy seed be." And as yet he had no children! 
'.The promise was given when these two, by natu~a~ ~tand
ards' and by natural law, had passed all posslblltty of 
parentage. 

Abraham's faith therefore ,was a faith that believed 
that God was above all law, above all nahtral proces~es, 
above all natural powers. 'In·a word, it was a faith that 
believed in the supernatural, that believed !hat God could 
do what He promised, solely becallse He was God. 

I do not wonder that Har.ry Emerson Fosdick says, 
"The virgin birili involves a biological mirade that is, 
unthinkable to the modern mind," or words to that effect. 
That is true. It:is unthinkable to the "modern mind", 
whatever that 'may be. It is unthinkahle to the natural 
mind, to "the carnal ·mind." The Bible is a record of 
the acoomplishment of impossitbilities from Genesis to 
Revdation. There is scarcely a p~ge .in the Bible that 
can be Ibelieved .by any man who lives on the natural 
plane. What is the Bible for? It ~s written to show 
you o1!hat God is above aLl these things; that He is stilI 
among His people, that "the tabern.~cle of God is with 
men, and He will dwell with them." That is what the 
Bible is for. 

What sort of God have you? A God that is shut up 
to drcumstances? A .God that must needs w01"k by 
natural processes? Or, is your faith reposed in a God 
Who is the Author of the itniverse and all that is in it, 
and therefore in Whom reside powers that ,are superior 
to all the· fooces of nature? Will you speak about earth
quakes and lightnings, and mighty cata'racts and the 
rolling oceans, ·and the .m!}'riad stars? Listen, "He made 
the stars also". He is 3Jbove the stars; He is above 

everything and everybody. You and ~ are 'Called upon 
to Ibelieve that God can accomplish in our lives the 
naturally impossible, just as He did for Abraham. And 
until you believe that,. you have no God at aU. The 
god of the Modernist is not a God. I do not know what 
He is. The god of ·the Modernist is ch3Jined, shut up,. 
imprisoned 'in the cosmos, locked up by the laws which 
He Himself has made; Eke some motor-man.ufact~rer 
making a motor-machine, and then .being w.recked in the 
ditch by the product of h.is own Ihand. No; our God is 
above it all. . 

Very wetI,. then, let us make some awlication O'f that 
simple' principle, to the man who is not a Christia.n. Is 
there a man or woman here, or boy or girl, who is not 
a Christian? Why are you not a Christian? You say, 
~'Not because I do not want to be, .sir". Is it_ because 
you do not need ChdS'l:? "No!'no! I need Him. No one' 
needs Him \ more than I do." Wlhy <then are you not a 
Christian? "Because I couItd not li've the Christian life." 

. You an~ qui~e right, you could not. "I have tried a 
'llhousand times, and failed. There is nO' use my trying 
again." You are right ,in 'that opinion. "I joint:.cl the 
church a llumber of years ago, and thought the' Cihurch 
would help me. But. I find I was worse after than be
fore." Why are you not a CHristian? "Because, sir, 
I have nO' ~pacity for being a Christian. I ·cannot think 
as a Ohristian ought to -think. I cannot speak as a 
Christian ought to speak. I cannot act as a Ohristian 
O'ught to act. What i's the use of talking to ~l1e about 
,being a Christian?" .Alh, Jisten, to what God did for 
"one, and him as good as dead." 

The gospel I preach to you promises a power that will 
come intO' your l~fe, arid ,do for YO'U what yOu cannot 
do, w:hat no church can do, what. nO' minister can do; 
what no ,book can do, what no power on earth 'can do, 
but what God can do because He is God. You may be 
~'bO'rn again", you may experience that 'biological miracle 
unthinkable to the modern mind ! Yes: the miracle of the. 
virgin birth may, nay, m~tst, be repeated in the experience' 
of every true Chl1istian, for the Holy Ghost quict<eneth 
Whom He w.ill. He comes .10' make dead souls live again, 
because He is God. 

Will you trust Him? He is not a ~human Saviour, but. 
a divine Saviour W:hO' died, WhO' rose again, Who is 
enthroned in the g,lory, and Who is "O'ver all, God 
blessed for ever". Will you yield your broken heart and 
Hfe to Him and say, "0, Lor-d, i·f ever there was a bank
roupt wretch I am that.man; if ever a man needed aU the 
powers of. heaven to make him by gra'ce O'ther than he is 
by nature, I am the man. Come and do that now. I' 
trust 'Dhee a:s God." 

As for ymt Sunday School teachers-what is yO'ur task? 
"Why", you say, "if is to win souls for Christ." I know 
there is a Scripture which says, "He that winneth. souls 
is wise," but that always needs a definition. There is a 
'sense, O'f course, in which we win souls; as ambassadors 
for Christ, 'we are to beseech men to be reconciled to' God. 
But let us never forget that when a soul is saved there 
is a new creation; the miracle of Isaac's birth is repeated 
every time a soul is saved. ·The birth of Isaac was super
natural. Do you teachers ibelie:ve in. a God like that when. 
you cO'me' to teach? Do you say, "0 God, Thou canst 
use me to-day. The word of life from my lips can make 
new creature~ in 'Christ Jesus, begotten again by the 
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word of God which liveth and abideth forever"? As 
you prea'ch and teach the word to scholars dead in tres
passes and sins they will live again. Do you believe 
that? 

Let me speak to this church. Can you believe for the 
conversion of souls "dead in trespasses and in sins"? Do 
we a!ctually expect this mira'Cle every time we assemble? 
Do we believe that the Bible is the word of God, and 
t,4at when it gets to the hearts and consciences of men 
they live again? . 

You have heat:d the story, have you not, of the young 
man who asked Mr~ Spurgeon how it was that every 
time he preaehed souls were saved. He said, "Whel1 I 
preach nothing happens." Mr. Spurgeon said to him,. 
"Do you expect people to be saved every time you open 
your mouth to preach?" "Oh, no", the young man re-

. plied, '1'1 would not' like. to say that." "Well then", said 
. Spurgeon, "what are you complaining of? I always do." 
Of course! Is our faith a faith in a God Who quick
eneth the dead? 

I do not know whether there are experienced preachers 
here t')1i,s morning, but there are sonie yo·ung preachers. 
Yes, there are preachers here; there are some who have 
been preaching this summe~, and 9thers who are going 
to preach-and a great many of you boys will be preach
ers. .You are going to preach som~ day in Africa, or in 
China, or in Indi.a. Some day you will stand face to face 
with a hard task, and you will say, away· off there in 
that foreign country,· "I remember when· I was in Jarvis 
Street the Pastor said that God could use the poorest 
instrument to make dead souls live again; and I am going 
·ba'ck to my task with a stronger taith." . 

. . 
But what is '.your task? .... 1 am ti'red hearing people talk 

a'bout movies, and motor cars, and radios, and all the rest 
of it, as reasons for people not attending cqurch. One 
would think we live in a day when God has ceased to 
be God. If the moelern church is empty, it is not be
cause the motor car has come, or the radio, or anything 
·eilse: it is because' God 'has depa:rted. A church in the 
midst of which· Almighty God still lives and moves is as 
mighty as it ever was. In all the world's history our 
God has not c~~nged; and if we have faith in God we 
shall see miracles to-day as Abraham did. 

by-fo'ur countr'), deacon! I do not know y~ur situation I 
I have had just as difficult a situation as you ever had, 
my brother. ~:But he i·s the -chief supporter of the churoh. 
And furthermore, 'he has ever so many nieces and neph
ews in the church, and a considerable family of his OW11; 
and if he were to be offended we should have an ear.lJh
quake." Listen, if you were to offend him you might 
have an earthquake; but if; at the same time, you please 
God, you would have a heavenly visitation that would 
more than compensate you for the earthquake. 

·What is the use of saying that you believe God, that 
you trust Goel, when you cannot bring the .smallest prob
lem of life to Him for solution? The' preacher who can
not trust God to settle his little difficulties in the church 
has not 11mch faith. What sort ot God is He that He 
cannot manage t!lat little church of yours? He ru;les the 
universe pret.ty well. I am glad it is still in His hands . 
I do 110t know what we should do if it were given into 
the hanels of the Convention; we should not have any 
rain, or dew, or anything! But He lives and reigns and 
rules! Hallelujah! Get on good terms with Him, and 
you need not be afraid of anyone else .. Believe God, and 
you may have a revival. 

This word that I s-peak will after a while come to 
.some preachers in the country. There are a grea.t many 
people who read what is said in this pUlpit, who would 
not be fQund in the pew-lots of them! There are hun
dreds of peop\e who would not be found reading Tite 
:Gospel Witness. No! but they will be careful to read it 
when they cannot be seen. They· wiII read it anyhow. 
(You preacher, yonder, when you. come to read it, pleas-e 
remember that I am talking to you.) I can visualize now 
scores of. them. I knOw them all by name, those preach
·ers who know I know them, and who know I am talking 
to them, although they are not here this morning. This 
man. yonder says, 'fI am· as orthodox' as you are. I be
lieve the Bible just as much as you do-but· you do not 
know my situation." Well, what is your situation ? "You 
do n~t know that I have one man in my congregation 
who, If I were tp take my stand for a whole Bible would 
tum things upside down. I have to be wise, you' know! 

And now :)'0·14 Jarvis Street members, do you say we 
believe God? A ~e you sure we do? 'there is a man 
down .there whose .life is crippled. I do not know who he 
is, hut he he is drying up, withering. Theoretically, .he is 
as orthodox as Paul, but I will tell you what is the mat
ter with him. He has 110 ~lessing in his soul because he 
has not learned to honour the Lord with his substarice, 
and ·wi.th the firstfniits 9f all his increase. Ah, but the 
man says, "''vVe have got to lay up for a rainy day." I 
met a dear friend who told me he was not laying up very . 
much, but he was laying up a little for a rainy day-but . 
nhe rainy day never came for 'him, for he went suddenly 
up into the gloOry. There are some people· who seem to 
expect that by and by there is going to be nothing but 
roam! I do not know why you need so many mackin
toshes, my friends, or so many tunbrellas. It :wouI.d not 
talse much to keep you anyhow! What about God in 
the evening time? Cannot He look after you in "the 
rainy day"? He looked after Noah pretty well when it 
was rather wet-anel he can look after you. But there 
are men who are so careful about the future, so con
cerned about the bread-and-butter question, that they 
are utterly useless to God; they are grasping and grasp-' 
ing, laying aside something for the rainy day. As a re
sult their souls are shriv.elling up. I heard of a man in 

. Paris some years ago who was afflicted by some disease
I do not think they could name it, it was something new 
-bu~ his skin was just shriqking. It was getting tighter 
and b&"hter a.:11 the tIme, ~nd the ,Poor man was shriveUing 
uP,. ·dymg for want of a !.tberal hfe. There are professing 
Christian people like that. 

I have to act diplomaticaHy." Yes! And this man who 
says he is orthodox; this man ",'ho says he believes God 
does not believe that God is able to deal with a little two~ 

I do not know what your difficulty is, but whatever it is 
wherever you .are, let Abraham's God be yours; and be~ 
Iiev·e as Abra'hani 'he1ieved~ To-morrow down in the 
shop,. when you come face t.o f.ace with a thing, and are 
tempted to say, "It is no use; it is impossible" that 
moment say, "Thank God, here is a chance for God· t.o 
do something -for me." "Oh," says the mother "I shall 
have to give up. These children of mine are lik~·the sons 
of Zeruiah to-day, they are too strong for me. I cann.ot 
C'Ontrol them." . No you cannot; but you can lay hold of 
God and ask HIm to control them for you. He will do it. 
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I do not care what your difficulty is, He can meet it. 
Abraham believed in a God Who was superior to all 
natural obstac1c:s, Who was above all natu.ral processes, 
Who had power to implement" His every promise. 
. Whatever God promises, He will bring to pass. If it 
is :silver and gold that are needed-,and Jarvis Street 

. needs money-He will supply it. Do you know what we . 
need here? We need a quarter of a n'lli.llion dollars-and 
more on tOp of that-for larger buildings for the Sunday 

. School and for the Seminary. What s1J.all I do? Shall 
I ask you to put th~ up? You have not a quarter of a 
million dollars! Bpt God has. He h~s' plenty of money. 
Let us ask Him for it. The silver and the gold, the 
cattle on a ,thousand hills, are all His. Let us ask Him 
for Iwhat we need. 

And you. students, yoti are going tq be hard up this 
·winter. There are going to be times when you will not 
have mOoney enough to be,comfortable. Well, if you are 
going to be preachers you had better get used to it! '~It 
is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth." 
You will have to get used to that by and by. And it is a 
blessed- thing to get even twenty-fiv~ cents directly from" 
the hand of God, a great thing to get a little bit of money 
put in your" hand by your Father. When you get some-·/ 
thip.g you say, "Ho,w good that is! And He has plenty 
more; He can supply all my needs according to His riches 
in glOory 'by Christ Jesus." Will'You pra<;tice that ~ Will 
you learn "now in your student days to take the God of 
Abrn.ham into partnership in all your difficulties, and say, 
"I am going right now to put Cod to the proof in my"daiIoy 
life, and 'stake everything on. His promise? When you 
have had experience like that you can go out and preach 
in some little church with all kind's of difficulties-and 
smile at ·them. .When you get the awkward member of 
the church-he may be a deacon, or he may be someone 
e1s~ I don't know. I am not reflecting on my dea'cons. 
I have seven of them-and that is enough! But they are 
good men, every one of· them, splendid men. But I have 
had trou~le in time past. Whatever the difficulty is, meet 
it with a smile and perfect compOsure; and do not allow 
it to rob you of a n.ight's sleep. Simply :Slay, "I have got 
a great God, and I trUst Him; and He is going to see me 
through. " 

"A mighty fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never failing: 

Our Helper He, amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient- foe 
Doth seek. to work his woe; 
His craft and pOower are great, 
And armed with cruel" hate-

.On earth is not his equa1." 

III. 
I could say many things to you if I had time but I add 

·this, that Abraham's faith was A FAITH THA; BELIEVED 
Tl,IAT GOD WOULD HELP HIM TO BEGIN ALL OVF.R 

. AGAIN. Twenty years he waited for Isaac, or maybe 
more, and then at last he came. He grew to be a splendid 
:>:oung man. I do not think there is anything lovelier in 
hfe than to see a strong man with a strong son at his 
side, the very image of his father, getting ready. to take 
his father's place. If there is any kind of pride that is 
justifiable I th~nk it is a godly father's pride in a godly 
son. 

I think Abraham was proud of Isaac, proud with a 
holy pride. I think .A:braham said, "I am the most 
favoured man in all the world. There never was 
another man whom God so honoured as he has been 
pleased to honour this poor unworthy servant. 'Here 
is ·my son, the son of myoId age. And oh, what a 
joy he is!" . "How a,re you getting along, Abraham?" 
"Oh, 'splendidly. Look at Isaac! Is, he not fine? His ' 
mother and I just thank God for him every day we 
live. He i'S the joy of our lives." And then upon that 
sunny day the clouds gathered, and the Voice o~ut of 
heaven said, "Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, 
whom thou lovest, and' get thee into the land of 
Mo,riah; and offer him there' for a burnt offering." 
'~V.That! after waiting twenty yearoS or more for his 
coming? ... And after seeing him grow up to manhood's 
estate? Blot it all out, and .leave me stripped at this 
late hour!" Is that God? Abraham said, "Yes, it is 
God; and because it is ·God I wiI.l do it." ""But, 
Abraham, the promises cannot b~ ful'filled in any other 
way than through Isaac. God said 'In Isaac shall thy 
seed be called'." I think Abraham answered, "It is 
not for meta say how God is going to fulfil His prom
ises. My God is God, and He wjJJ find nis own way." 
"Lay him in death", was the command; and you know 
the story 0If how Abraham did it. '. 

Can yeu do it? Jarvis Street, '1 want to speak to you. 
Supposing God were tej call upon us to' beg'in all over 
again, could you do it? I do not want to do it. I have 
said to my friends, one experience such as mine is 
enough for a lifetime. I d'o not want another. But 
'supposing-suppo:sing-God were to take our Isaac. 
away? Supposing He were to leave us emp'ty~handed. 
someho~, reduced once again to nothing, could you 
trust God to start over again? I got a .view of some 
things happening in som~ of our church~s when--people 
get together and for .a while the blessing comes, and . 
then there comes a period when the blessing seems to 
stop in some 'Of our little churches, and some of our 
pas~ors are sayin.g, "'VeIl, what now?" It is simply 
laYlllg Isaac 'on the altar. Can you believe' that the, 
God who hles'sed you in the beginning can bless you 
again? It is never too laJte for God to begin all over 
again. Someone here tsays, "I am past the eveni,ng 
time. The shadows are lengthening, and surely you 
do nO't say I may have an experience like that?" You 
may, dear friend. I do'not know what your particular 
circumstances are. God. may teslt you yet as He did 
Abr~ham, and He may put you into ~he most difficult 
situation· that you have ever been· in in all your life. 
If He does, are you ready to begin all over again with. 
the God of Abraham? Empty-handed! 

"By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up , 
Isaac; and he that had received the promises offered 
up his 'only -begotten son, of whom it was said That 
in Isaac shall thy seed be called: accounting'th~t.God 
was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from 
whence also he received him in a figure." Abraham 
came to the place appoiIllted; he laid Isaac upon the 
wood, and stretched forth his knife to slay his son. 
As he did that, he drove the knife into his own heart 
he died over' again, he was crucified. Then he saw ~ 
ram caught by the horn in the thicket, and he offered 
him up instead of his son. ' . , 

I have thought that it must have been then that· 
Abraham saw Christ's day. It must have been in the 
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light of the fire that ascended from ,that altar,· when· 
he had cut the band's by which: I,s.aac had !been bound, 
and father and son stood there togert:her'with the r.am 
that wa:g offered up instead of his son, that he saJW 
Christ dearly. I can imagine Ahraham's saying, "0 
Lord, I ,thank Thee that Thou has,t brought me by 
Thy griace· to the place where I can be a little bit like 
'Ilhysel£, for I offered my only begotten son as ThO'u 
wilt offer Thine." DO'wn through: the ages Abraham 
looked, and he saw the Father and ·the Son going both 
tO'gether down through the centuries to the place 
caJlIed Calvary, and at that place where AIJraham con
secrated his all he came" into oneness with God; and 
he knew what God was, for he knew that He could 
raise Isaac again from the dead. p 

Of the innumerable multitudes growing out of one 
as the reward of faith I !=anl1ot now speak. What I 
want to· leave with you this morning was just 
tha~ ~o matter what your difficulty, whether internal 
or external, whether i,t relates to your personal life or 
to your Christian service, or to your family life
whatever it may. be·, if you are a Christian, you have 
a God Who is superior to it "all; and if you will give 
Him ,the first 'place He will come .into your' life and 
fulfil the prom!se of His word. 

"0 Cross, that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly. from Thee; 

I lay in dust life's glory dead; . 
And from the ground there blossoms red 
. Life that shall endless be." 

WHAT A LITTLiE BIRD SAID! 
(Continued from page 9,) . 

covered n:hat when they passed their Amending Bill 
at Temple Church, Toronto, thus getting rid 'Of Jarvis 
Street Church and its P'astor and a few other chul1ches, 
they did not thereby succeed in' purging the Denom
ination of all dissatisfaction. We have learnea also, 
that it is 'now one of the tasks of officia'ldom, to try 
to satisfy "the people". But we' have learned too, that 
there are still certain elemen,ts in the old Convention 
who care nothing for "the people", and who·, as' repre
sented by Mr. Senior, are bf the opinion tliat theology 
is not the important thing at McMaster. 

Furthermore we have learned that some of the 
larger givers 'Of the Denomination have promised cer
tain sums to McMaster, but that these ,sums have 
been promised on certain conditions. We have hinted 
a;t the conditions. We shall p1"OIbably record the r·e
por:ts of other little birds on this matter a little later. 

Now' let nobody say that anyone was eavesdropping. 
It is perl£.ectly l.e'gitimate for a little bird to perch on 
the branch of it tree; and w.e assure our readers that 
the li.tt,le birds whO' ,bring information t'O The Gospel 
,Witness 'Offi'Ce never fail 01'0 play the' gaqIe. 1£ two men 
under a tree ta~k in such tones th'at the little bird on 
the branch cannot help hearing them, what is the little 
bird to ao?· 'Ought he to flyaway? But what if he 
is waiting on the branch for the coming of qis mate? 
What if therefore h:e cannot flyaway? Or what, if for 
other reasons not to be divulged; he must wait where 
he sits, and hear what he bears, becaus,e he has no 
cotton-wool in his pockets wherewith to' close his ears? 
Certainly it would not be polite to do as cel1:ain ene-

.I 

mies did in the New Tes'tament when they stO'pped 
their ears. Moreover he might by doing so attract 
attention to himself. 

Our little bird related the c011lversa'tion which we 
have here reported, with a perf.ectly clear conscience;. 
and we boldly declare to all the world that our con~ 
s'cience is equally clear in receiving the message and 
sharing this interesting little bit of in:forma,tion with 
our readers. 
. Puzzle: Find the bench under the tree; and identify 

the bird on the branch. ·Selah! 

LAST SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET., 

The p.astor returned from West' Virginia Saturday, March 
1st, 'and occupied 'his' pulpit at both services on Sunqay. A 
new. record was ·set for the School for an ordinary iSunday, 
with an attendance of 1,5'32. Lt is an i.n'Spdring sight always 
to see this great army of young people in church on Sunday 
morning. In the evening .there was another great congrega
tion. The Pastor baptized seven, and; gave the hand of 
fellowship to sixteen new members at ·a Communion 'seTVice 
whioh filled the audi.torium dOW'llstairs and oveTiflowed into 
th.ree sections of ,the gallery. 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE EDITOR'S TRIP TO WEST 
VIRGINIA. 

Pressure of 'matters requiring' hIs attention have made i.t 
im:poss~ble for the Editor to write ihis artiClle on his trip to 
Clarksburg', W est Virg.inia~ It is enough :to say that we 
enjoyed two of the moSil; delightful ''Weeks we have .spent in 
many a long d·ay. We promise our readers a brief account 
of jot in next week's issue. 

Books by Dr. Shields 

"THE ADVENTURES OF A MODERN 
YOUNG MAN." 

A series of, sermons on: the parable of the 
prodigal and his brother. 

"CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT." 

A series of Thursday evening Bible Lec
tures, from Genesis to II. Samuel. 

"THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL 'OF 
HISTORY." 

A series of sermons recently preached in 
Jarvis St. Church on "The Trial of Jesus." ~ 

Price Fifty cents a volume postpaid. 
Order from The Gospel Witness, 130 
Gerrard· St. East, Toronto, Canada. 

o 
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NORTHERN GOLD. 
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of the brightness of the Christian walk 
wi,th Jesus, an~ of eternal. ,gLory wi'th 
'the Lamb as. the light ,thereof', which 
awaits ju~t th1."'ough the narrow gate
w.ay, when 'this mortal shaill p,ut on im-
mortality'.'" ' ... ... ... ... 

SEMINARY ACTIVITIES. It is a Joy to know :that an increasing 
number 'o:f pastol's are apprecia:ting and 
u.sing the power of the ,printed :page to The s'econd ed'iti-on ,of The Seminary 
reach men and women f.or God. Snow, Advocate, ,of which Mr .. J. Fullard, 337 
rain, and bad weather ,gener,ally, may Jarvis Street, Toronto, 2; i,s editor, has 
keep people from chul'ch; but the church s'ome very good ,things in its five pages. 
paper will go to those people, rio matter Mr. E. V.' Apps, in the "M-en's Depart
wha:t the weatherman may repol't. The meIllt", 'teUs how "a dozen Slbudents and 
devil knows the value ,of adwrtieing. friends of the Seminary conducted a ser
So do his mmisters, who, transoform vice in the Parliament Street All-Night 

·themselves into what appear 0\;0 be angels Mission, Tuesday, F'eb:t:'uary ll<th, from 
of light. W1tnes,s the va'Slt pl"oducti'on eiglht~thirty 'to eleven-thirty p.m .. 
of pernicious literature by !\;he sect "The programme was an impl'omptu 
kno.wn under lY'.lch . names' as "Millenial one, led by Mr. Johnson. An impl"Oviosed 
Dawn", "Wateh Tower", "Interna:tional quartette sang one item, two [adies sang 
Bible Students (Should it, not be 'Twist- solos, a:ndeveryone gave a ri'l11g"i,ng testi
ers'?) AsS'ociation",-all. of which 'are mony:to the .saving ,and keeping power 
names fo.r RJu,s'selism. ,since the devil of the Lord Jesus Christ. The presence 
and his emis,sarie,s so largely use the of God was mani:~est in the meeting, and 
press, .it is cause for prO'f.o.und thanks- He ·displayed His power in baring His 
givirug ito God w1J;en ,a'nother ,of the arm to. the salvation of five .or six preci
apos,tles of the light and ,truth fOlUnd in ous souls. 
the face of 'Christ, ventures to print a 250 Men. 
Go.spel ,paper. ' . "What about the congregastion? W-e 

Northern Gold is the name',of the new, ,were ,overawed as we faced ,two hundTed 
four-,page, and very Teadable magazine, ,and fif,ty hungry, ;bomeless, des,titute 
is'sued by PastoI' .Tames F'orrester, 136 men, many yes practicaHy all, o()f whom 
Mclntrye St. E., North Bay, who is the were without Christ. Yet ,our he'arts 
pastor of the N orih Bay RegulaT Bap- ~ere thrille.d with unspeakable j,oy at 
tist Mission. We hope that many of such a ,gracious and g'll'orio()lUs privilege 
our readers Fin write to Mr. Forr,ester, of presenting to them the One 'altogether 
enc}.osing money for copies of this paper. lovely, the Friend of the friendless, our 

Part 'of ,the la.st page is dev.o.ted to a hles'sed Lord. 
his,tory of the North Bay Missio.lII, which "How tl,le boys }.oV'ed' to sing the 'old 
is not yet one 'YE'ar ,old. "Since our hymns! 
Mission opened, ele¥en who were 'dead in . "As one by one we ,gave o.ur tes.ti
the trespass'es and s'ins', 'have been quick- monies in S'OOlg and word, tears were 
ened together with Chri'st, and are no seen. There was no "high~,pO'Wered 
longer "strangers and foreigners', but evangelism'. A1bout eleven o'clock Mr. 
'fe:now citiz'ens with the s'aints and of McGrath cloSEd with ,prayer. 'l1hen a 
the household of God'. Others have quiet, simple, straight-f'orwal'd appeal 
made an ,op~n professi,OD ,bu,t, O()n account was made for those who desired to flee 
of reIh'ov.al, we have been unable to fol- from ,the rwra:th to. come and shelter 
low theht. Su~ly, when we think of under the precious blood. Seven hand,s 
our babes in Christ, we can l"ej'ooce over were raiseQ, and each ,of the men 
that whioh 'has already bl'oUoght joy In stud-ents singled ,out bis man, and taking 
the ,presence ,of th'e angels'.' , him ,off to 'O~e side, endeavoured by "God's 

"Seven sisters foHowed ,the Lord in grace to point him to the Savi'our. 
baptism, imd the ~xperience of aN thos'El "What a thrill it is' ,to lead a sooul to 
present ast these ,services' was ()iIIIe ,of Christ! Wihat an unutbeTable joy to 
deep ,blessing. One {)f these ladies' was hear a man in deep contrition cry out 
strongly ,unged, becaulS'e of increasing unto Goo for merey and fOl1giV'eness a:p:d 
y,ears, that the physical strain wo.uld ,be cleansilllg",in the ,precious hllo'od 'of· Christ, 
too great. But after 'Sihe was immersed, his Substi·bu!te!" , . ' 
her heart was filled wiofu joy, because At Mount Pleasant. 
she found her loving SavIour wOlUld not - Miss o. ~ F.inney, in the "Ladies' De
al10w even phygical harm to ,befall her partm-ent", says that "Sunday 'morning, 
while fol1()wing His oommand. ' Febr.uary 16th, f.ound. a 'llIUniber ,of lady 

"W,hen Rev. W. J. H. Bl'own was here, stud~n,ts, as well as men" at M<lunt 
a singularly bea:utiful event impres'sed Pleasant Road Baptist Ohurch, of which 

, all present. The 'ehild of ,the King', who o.ur much ,beloved inS'tructor, Mr. Thoom~ 
was to ,be baptized, followed the gollden son, ~s pastor. Mter the ins.piring 
pathway. 'of ,the SlUn',s' radian~, as It cast mornmg Slervice, the students were 
Its evenmg .'glory ,over Lake Ni:pissing. served with 'a dielightrul lu~h ;by the 
Surely nobhmg could be more symbolic, ladies ,of the' Clhuu:;h, and ,then f.om,owed 

a prayer meeting, before ,launehing 'ou,t 
into the work fOI the afternQon. Ourl 
wOl'k was ,to help take a census <>If MOlUnt 
Pleasant di.strict. 

"ThO'l1gh a bitterly cold afternoon, the 
coldness did not reach our hearts, f.or 
we were happy 00 have the oPlP,ortunity 
of witnessing.f{)r Christ, I!'V'Im if at times 
the receptions were as cold as the 
weather. • 

"Obedience to the Word." 
"Every,one who went caliilJlg .felt the 

presence. of the Lord, and we are pray
ing that r~ts for eternity, as' weH as 
for ti~e, will be the rew.ard ,of the work 
done." 

One ,of the eveniIllg ,students, Miss 
,Bessie War.den by name, ,has written .the 
following !P'Oem. We believe ,pastors 
would do well to wor.k ,t;hios ·intt'O a ser
mon, and s,o to increase its 'Ilsefulnes's 
by passing it' on to their 'congregations. 
It Is entitled, "Obedience to ibhe Word". 

"What if Is'ay 
The Bible is God's 1I0ly Word, 
Compil'e:te, inBiPired, without a flaw, 
But let its pages stay unread 
From day to day. 
And fail to learn, therefrom, God's 

·holy law? ~ 
What if I glO no.t there to 'seek 
For guidance on this earthly way? 
Does it mwtber iwih;at I say? 
"What if I ,Slay , 
Tha:t J e'SIIlS' Christ is Lord Divine, 
Yet fellow pilgrims can ,behold 
Naught 'of the Master's lov.e in me. 
No :grace ,of kindly s'Y'mpa:thy? 
If I am 'Of the Shepherd's f,oIld, 
Then shall I know the. Sheph-er.d's 

voioe, 
And ,gladly make His way my choice. 
We are saved ,by :Ilaith, yet fai;1Jh Is one. 
Wirth life, with dlayUght and the SlUn. 
"Unl~ss they',flower in 'our deeds, 
Dead empty busks are all the creeds; 
To call Chri'st 'Lord', 
,But cr,eed,s s'trive not to o.bey, 
B-elies·:bhe 'homage t.hat with W<lrds 
I pray." , ... ... ... ... 

BAPTISMS IN FORT WILLIAM. 
Pasto:r Leander Roblin had the great 

joy of 'baJptizing five 'adults on Sunday, 
Febr.uaory 23ord, in :the T,albernacle Ball-: 
tist Chw-eh of F,or,t William, ,before ,a 
congregation tbat filled: ithe Littloe church. 
Rev:. Mr. Hlmter, 'Of .the Cana'll.ian Sun
d'ay SClhoO'l Mission, ,gave :the ,message; 
'~nd a't the close, four childTen professed 
to accept. the Gosp'el- inviltastion. "There 
is a fin~ spirit 1IIIllong the people, and I 
pray that the Lord will 15:eep it 18:0. God's 
people must be in ~one aooord' if they are 
to 'have blessing." . ... ... ... ... 

CONVERSIONS AT WEST FORT 
WILLIAM." 

, The Tabernacle Church is '0111 :the east 
,s'ide. of F\()Il'It WiPlia.m; over ,on the west 
side is th:e Baptist Chul"Clh 9f which Rev. 



18 :(710) 

R. J. Campbell' is pasto.r, situated iIIl the 
part of the city known as West Fort 
William. People in bhat ci!ty ar!! find
~ -the winter 'hard, -because o-f unem
p1oy.men-t; nevertheless, the Lord i,s 
-bles-siJ!lg His work. Soi'lllCe the last Sun
day in December, PMi1lor GampbelJl. has 
had the joy of seeing eight profess con
ver-s-iQn. F,or seven weeks the Pastor 
spoke on "Modern Develoopment in the 
Lighlt od: pr.ophecy", 'and nearly every 
Sunday ev:el!-ing saw r-espoJ!11se to the 
Gaspel inv~tation. "Our Bible School 
and Young Pe<lple':s. c'ontinue with en
thusiasm and Iblessing." The -School 
-meeting IbefQre -it, -a hwg-e 'p;aIl'1t of the 
scholars remain for ,the -p!1"eachoilng !Ser
V'ice. The ~S1ior'iS- mornling mesS'ages 
are nolW taddng the fo;r;m ()f a sel'ies of 
studies in "Soui1-wiln!ning". - The chuTclI 
is carryiJ!lg through a GOSipe1 of John 
campaign, alttempting Ito distribute four 
h'Ullldred c-opies of the Go'spe-l through 
the ncigh:bourhooo'. The copies used are
the .one-s contari.-ning valuaoble iheJps by 
Dr. Horton. "Already three of these 
have been soig,ned -by individuals who 
have ·acc~ Christ." 

* * * * 
SOUTH ZORRA RE·OPENING. 

lJaisi" we-ek we rep'orted the Sunday 
services thalt celebrated the re-opening 
of the S.outh Zorra Baoptist Oh'll!reh, 
where Rev. W.-F. Mesley is -the'-pro'gre:B
sive -pastor. -Since t~en,. ~e have. re
ceived a copy of- The Datly Senttnel
Review of W'oodstock-Ingersoll, fGr 
Febl"1l'a~_ 24th, from -w.hich we ventu-re 
to quote the fo1lowing: "On Monday 
evening more than two hundred- .peoIlle 
gathered "00_ ce~ebrate -th~ re-opening .of 
the South Zo-rra B8Ip.t~s;t 'Chureh, to 
w.hicl1 exte-nsive alterations and addi
ti'ons had been made. The new basement 
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eaoo Sunday. LiSlteJlJel'lS oin -the vicinity was then presented to Rev. and Ml"s. 
of '.Dor.onroo oan hear Dr. Bal"nhouse over H~~1. The pBSltor, in 'l"eply, e:x;pl"eSSed 
CFRB. This chain of stations ,th1'OUgh -their thankfulruess ,1IIllJd 'appreciation. 
which the clear, hiblical -and evangelistic (though nat kn.owing what the ,purse 
testi-mony rtroave1s acl"OS-S the co-ntinent, contained), n-at oill,ly f~r the regwrd that. 
reac:h'e'S- IliteJ."alhly miUio-ns ()f "people. 'had been shown in "these gifts, but aJoso 
When -Christ is preached, we rejoice. for the kindness oa-nd suppo;rt received_ 
a:nd wi,l'} Tejoice. from the people throughout his ministry 

* * * * 
THE HOME-GOING OF ARTHUR 

RISLEY. 

her-e." 
* * * * 

HELPING ;BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
Our .office h:as receiV'ed Ithe f.ollOlWing-

Mr. Arl;h'llr RiSlley, :liormer student of a~know.ledgment froni Rev. A. A. Mc
-the T-OO'onto _Ba.p.tist SemmaTY and p-as- Le,oo: "I am encJ.osing 'herewith receipt 
tor of the Immanuel Baptislt ChIu'reh, for $175_.00 to Ihand, iro.m the Unrl.lon of 
Mimico, went Home to Ibe with the Lo-ro Regular Ba.pti&ts of Ontario -and Quebc 
on . Thu-~sd-ar, February 20th, fol:llow!ng fOOT Western Home Mission work, as car- . 
-a hngenng J!1iliness'. The f.une-l"al ~eI'Vlce, ried on by the Conveniti'on of RegwIar-
conducted !by Dr. T. 1. S:boclkley, JIlL JaT- Baptists.of B C _ 
v~s Street ~ BaJpltiist ChruIroh, was ,1taiI'gely I" _... f h U' 
atitended. One Qif the- h'Y-IJIns' aJt the 8'er- We. -are mooed grate .wI ~o t e mon 
Voice was that ,throug.bJ wh'ioh ot'he die- fOIl" thiS goooly fe!'J.oWlShd.p ~n Qur West
ceas'ed wa-sconverted at YI()n.ge Street ern work. You WlI-l be l:ple!l-s-ed -to kno~ 
Mission 001 t'h'e. Watch-'ll~-g.ht serV'ice of that .QUT B.C .. Home _ Mrs-!rIon WlQrk I~' 
1923, the ,hymn -that all the redeemedSltea:dIly grOWing. We haye. Ncently 
must love, "There is a .founltain filled add~ thT!le to -o.ur HOiIllJe MlSslon fields. 
with blood". '.Dhe -other hymn sung was tw.o .of them lD _ Greaoter V;ancouv~T, 
a fav,ouriJte of Br.other RiSiley, "Peace, am?'fl'&' the _Ja~se, am.d ,one In -the. In
the Gift of God'-s Love". -Rev. A. Thom- -~~Oit" of the ,prOVInce, ~hex:e -the mal-or
son gave a personal ,word -as to the work Ity of :the peopl~ -aN LmmIgTants from 
Wrhic'h MT. Risley .had done for the Lol'ld. European c<l'lmtz:ies. There are o,thex: 
Dr. Stockley -gave the -Scripture lIlles- places that w~ -~1wn: !to ()1CCU.py -a;; soon a~ 
sage, -and in doing so, _referred to the we a.re finanlClaUy a:ble to do ISO. 

cl'2'ar ;bestinroIllY w.hiC'h our 'br.O'bher haod * * * * 
given to the -POWeT of rtJhie Gospel. The BLESSING AT WINDSOR. 
Deaon staJte.d his -opinion ,that Brother - "Six more were baptized last Tues'li'ay 
Riosley nev:er allowed a perSO'.ll. Ito escape and nine were reCeived into ,membership 
.him without gliv.inJg _ I/lj -tesl1limony to on Surulay.. Al!ro, five came .:forward in 
Oh'l'ist, a-nd J!ili:a.t he i1:Jheredio.re ·had! d10!Iloe reSilonse';to the inv:itati-on aoo a number 
-more for 'our Lord in six Ylear-s Ithiam: -are waiting for the next -baptismal ser
most d.o in s-ixty. He Tests :Worn h~s vice." M.ore.of this next week. 
-J.abours_, hut 'his works fo'~O!W wilth him, * * * * 
,to the land wheN His _serva'lVlls dl() serve 
Him. REV. DONALD FRASER. 

* * * * 
of :the: ch'llTch was sui.t~bly -seated and FAREWELL TO PASTOR HALL. 
decorated foro' the .occ~sion,- and -a;ll par- Last week we were able ,to report the 

Re-v. Donald Fraser has re-signed ,th.e 
pastorate of the Hiawa.tha Baptist 
-Churc-h, St. Thomas. Brother Fra&er 
was greatly used - of God in assisting 
Pastor Rober-t Guthrie in evangelistic 
services at Courtland; and -is now avail
aJble for helping in evangeli-stic services 
among any oIf ,the ohurche-s who may 
require -his help. 

took of Ithe sumptuQus chicken su.pper o_ut.,pouri-ng of blessing up,on the oQIpen
;provided by :the Ladi~s' Aid-. FoHOJWing ing of the minois-tryofPastor M. R. Han 
SUipper, 'adjournment 'WJa'S mad~ ,to.. ~he in Westboume Ba;ptist Church, Oa;lgary. 
C'hurch auditOlI"i'llm, where _an Insplrmg Only since then, however, have we recei:v
song -and testimony service was enj-oyed, oed .the -repl()I·rt; of ,the :bOiIl'oUTing ::IiaNweM 
H'OIW'ard Marshallll ;being the J.eader. Rev. given 'him. 'by the B8Ipitiist eongregaltion, 
W. F. Me&ley, -paSitor of the church, then to which he :miniSJtered :li0T .over !S'even 
wok ilihe chair, and a poro:gmanme of year.s, in Tim.mins, NOTIthiem OntariQ. 
vocal ,and intrumental music, and ,o.f The last SUIIlJd'ay e-vemd-n.g o.:f Brother 
-addresBe's by moim-s;ters and laymen kept Hall's ministry there, saw the church 
the glathering entertained until a late -buHddng crowded to c'apacity. The texlt 
hour." More than one hundred doUaTs WIllS, _"If ,any -man &peak, let -h~m &peak 
was received for a thank Ql"eTin'g. IllS the oracles 'OIf God; if any man m;in~s-

* * * * :tel', J.et -him do iot as of the ability which 
God gjveth: thaJt God in -all thlilJlgs may 
be g10rified through Jesus ,Christ, to 
Wlhom be ,praise and dominiQn fQr ever 
and ever. Amen." (I Peter 4:11.) The 
f,ol!1'owing ~veni'Il!g, 'after a bo.untiful sup
per, -the President of the Missi-onary 
Society of the C1huTcll ex.pressed itheir 
,appreciation of Ithe lServices of Mrs. 
Hall, in -a 'beau-tiful presenita1lil()n. _ "Mr. 
A. J. Grigg then Teiad -811'1. addr.ess iVo Mr. 
and Mrs. Hall, expressing the deep re
gret feLt in their depart\lll"e from Ttm
mins. Pastor HaJl, i.t was poionted oUit, 
had -been a faithful 'pastor, 'in visWbatioill 
of "his peop1e, es.pecia~ly -the sick and 
Sihu't-ins; he was a -g.reat comio.r,Ii to 
those- -in so-rr.ow, and ever Nady Ito- .lend 
a helping hand. A purse 'M two ihRmdored 
dQUars from lIllembers and :a:d!herenlts 
.of the eongr.egao1lion and other friends 

ON THE AIR. 
The ministry of Pastor W.- J. H. 

Brown, -of Annette ,stroot Baoptist 
Chlureh, TorQlIlibo, over OFRB (359 
melters, 1250 kj!loc:vc~es). in his Gospel. 
Serv1ee\S1_ fTorn one to one-tltir.tySunday 
noons, has won for jJilsJe}lf a large cirele 
of :f.riends. A number m the -radio -audi
ence .have been -attendilng the regul'aT 
services -of Annette ,Street; indoeed, the 
attendance -of late has been ;the beSIt for 
a very long ;ti-me. Bles-sing upon the 
preaehed Word is 'a.ls-o ilJl evidence. -

We hOipe thad; our readers who have 
raKiios, enjoy the 'powerllll -ministry of 
Dr. D. G. Barn'house, of Philadelphia, as 
his fundaanent8l messages are broad
C8ISted over the 'Columbia chain of radio 
startiOllllS, from five-thirty 'to six p.m., 

PASTORS' AND PEOPLE'S CON
FERENCE. 

A Call for Prayer and a Meeting for -
Organization on March 14th, in the 

Mount Pleasant Road Baptist 
Church. 

-Sessions 10 a.m.; 2 and 7.30 p.m. 
The morning will be given over to 

prayer and fellowship, led by the Rev. 
Dawd Alexander, Waverly Rd. Baptist 
Churcho. 

In the afternoon session following the 
opening exercises, .the organization- of a 
Toronto Pas-tors' and Pe<lple's -Con:rer
ence will be considered. This will be 
.£!olIo-wed iby an address 'by Rev. C. J. 
Loney of Stanley Ave. Baptist Churoh. 
HamiLton.-

The evening session Will be opened iby 
a season' of prayeT and praise led by 
Brother O. L. Raymer and followed by 
-a message which wdll !be brought to us
by Doctor T. T. Shields, Jarvis St. Hap
tis-t 'Church, 
- A very hearty invitation is extended -to 
all to- attend -all the sessions, -morn-mg. 
afternoon and evenIng • 
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, 
"MEN OUGHT ALWAYS TO PRAY.'~ we'1l as men, shouLd ·,be.inV'iited. BasIboIr was ,org.amzed! on AUlgIlISIt 13th 'Of that 

On M,ond1ay,. M'arch 3rd, at 1IJhe imita- .~. W. B~wers :testifie~ t? the rich MeSls- year .into the People's Gospel Ta·b.er
UOill of the Executive 'Ooonmittee of the mg r.ecelved fu:oan Sl;mid'llI1" e<mferenees nacle. Rev. ·C. W. Boman, a Canadian 
Union the Pastors ·of the T'or,onto llis- lre'bd in Hamilton, f8IIld strOlIllglly reoom- Baptist preacher, wag called, .and carr~ed 
trict .~et with them for a day .of prayer mended ,the P'l'wn to :the Toronto ~ou'p. on the 'Work until early in 1928.. Fo~ a 
and prajse. The meeting· opened at 10 Rev. Alex. T.ho~OIll, of ·the MO'I;IDt P1ea.s- number of mOJllbhs .they were wIthout a 
a.m. ~n the 'l'oronto Baptist Semina'l"Y ant ~oad ~1II~lISt. Chureh, kmdly e~- pastor, but early In N oVe!Jllber 00: last 
Building with fi·fteen preSient while 00- tended an lnv~talbon Jiar ;the first Pas- year, Pa:sIior E .. R. Beucle;r, ·of ·Oconomo
fore ·the 'day dosed, twenty~~e had been tors'. an~ People's CO'Ilferenoo 00 '~e woe, Wis., was called to ta:k.e up . the 
in atte!llldance. Rev David Aloexwnder held In his church 'On M:a.rch 14th. ThIS work. On November 26.th they or.gamzed 
of W.averJey Road B~pti.9t Chureh open~ invitation was alCCepted and further into a Regu.lar Baptist Churc.h, .ad.opting 
ed "t\le meeti'Illg, 'and Ja.ter Rev.' J. H. anTliOUlnClements 'Will bel!lade ,thl'loUigh the th,: Articles of Faiibh o.f the Baptist Bible 
Peer, of Wi.11owdale Balptist Church, pre- pages of .The Gospel Wttness. . Umon. The o~tlook IS very ,good, .and 
sided;. Rev. ,C. J. Lo.ney, ,of Stanley Reported 'by Rev. L. C. WhItelaw. the work pr'()~lllSes to -go forwaro ~~er 
Avenue, HamiJton, preS'ided in the a:fter- the leaders·hlp 'of Brother and Sl's~r 
n'oon. The tIme was chiefly taken llP MICHIGAN NOTES. Beuc~er ... TJIey plan to hdId specIal 
witlh prayer, interspersed with SIOngs .of meetings lJlI ·the near future. 
pr.aise, fdllowed ,by .a few wo()r.ds ,of ex- By Rev. C. ·R. Peterson. . _ *. * * * 
hort8lti"On and enc{)ul"a:gment fr.om the CURRAN. SHEPHERD. . 
P.resiaent. of the Union, Dr. Shie1d~.' At Pastor Ar·thur J. Corcoran is carrying At ·ane time a. Bapti,st ,Church! flO'lIrish-
1.30 the meeting adjourned, but at 2.30 on an !liglgressive work at Curr8ID. He ed at this ~ace. The time came when 
p.m., the Pastors again came together, h.as been 'On the field only a few monthlS, the ohurch asked f-or finaTIICiailhel,p fro·m 
and the whole i81ftennoon was· given over put in these few months he has been ·the Michigan Baptist ConventIon. The 
·to prayer, all takirlg pa'l'lt. The g.enJel'al faibhfuHy .build:ng up a Scipbural 'Work. then ,Secretary of MissIons as:mr-edi the 
tenor 00: ·the prayers was fo()r greater He is doing much Bibloe teaChing, ·and at deacons and. trustees that if they would 
vilCItory in .our .churc·hes and in our :in- the sam·e ·time is leading the church on deed the church proper.ty to the Con
dividu3il ,lives, ·a;gainst :the 'WOrkings. 'Of t() a~ ag.gre,ssi:ve ministry. Especially venrt;ion, they 'Would send ·them a pastor. 
the eaJlemy, and! for revivail in .general. ba& "he met with &uiCcess' in the work lt seemed the best thing Ibo do under the 
Great :ier.veIIcy 'o.f .spi'l"it ,JJlIlIIrkedi thEl a.mong the Y'0ung people pt,-,the ,town. circumstances .. Next Sunday the .people 
gathermg I8.n1d ;the 'preselILoo of the Lolti A. yaung peO'P~e's society: .'has been came tbo church to hear the new preacher, 
wa:s. maniiestly ,present .. The ;meeting or,gandzed, enl'i'sting the .y.90)lng men· of but no preacher came. NoOne came the 
broke U1p.a;t five o'clock, :but th~ result the. p~ace. He writes·: "My' cMet: ad·m is following SuTliday. About the third 
.of suc'ha 'Praoy;er :ileUOIWship .and inter- to place >the Wo:ro.oo: God! ··iniliO their week a -crew of men began .the work o:f 
oossion .time may never end. . ' hearls, after first ,getJti~g .it iiiibo my moving the church. When the members 

At the morning SE!'S'S'i!Gn, it Wlas decIded own, and! then I know we Sihall see God enquired Wlha;t it all meant, they were 
tlrat each week a simi:1ar conference and .see' Him. working, and 1~; '.(!If thJe illlformed that the Convemion had sold 
should· be· helld, to which a.ll the pastors works of men." Bro. OOlrCoran ·expects ·the ·pl'lopel'lty too the Roman ·Catholics foo: 
of the Union, resid~ng in To()ronto .and to ·be ,ord:ained to the miniSitrY an 1lhe near $1,000, although it is s'aid .that the build-
its .subur.bs, together with :the EXioou'tive :llUJbure; • . .... " ing was worth $2,000 or $3,000! Of 
Oommittee, ·should 'be "inv:ited; 'lllnd ea:C!h * * * * . . course, this happened a numh_er of years 
month .tlIis meeting IShiou:ld take !the form . TRAVERSE CITY. . , . ago, but it is interesting uthl'lowing 
.of a Pastor'·s .8iIlId PeOlple's Oonference, In t:he year of 1926, a group ~f Bible.' light -on the workings of ·the ecclesiastical 
to which Chris.tian l!ly!men, women as ltwing people began a worK· here that. ma.chine. 

~ ". 

S:UBSCR·.IBE 
for "The Gospel Witn~s" for y~unelf· and frien.~~ Sent postpaid for 52 weeks 
to any p~ace in, the: world for _2.00. 

Use blank below. 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS, .. 
130 Gerrard Str~ East, . 

. ... Toronto, Ont~, Can. 

For the enclosed _2.00 pl~ ·send "The Gospel Witness" for one year to 

. Name ............................................... : ........................................... . 

Address 
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Lesson 12._ 

altar 'having a golden cens'er". Sueh' of these judgments" one the alle,gorica~. 
a description implies the .performance of the other the literal. It is generally 
priestly duties; the altar the antitype of good principle ,to accept scriptural state~ 
the earthly' ar,ticle of that name, the ments in their literal capacity when the 
duties performed the heavenly counter- meaning made known ,thus ,gives good 
par,t od: those ,of earth. It is the picture sense. In the 'vel"lSes before us if tan 

March 23rd, .1930. of one assisting in ,the work of inter- allegorical interpretation is to 1:>e 'applied. 
First Quarter. cession, offering incense "with the· pray- it will be extremely difficult de'fining the 

ers of all saints upon .the golden altar meaning, and there Will !be differences of 
Lesson Text: Revelation, chapter 8. which was before the throne'.'. Of our opinion perhaps at wide variance with 
Golden Text: "And I beheld, and heard Lord ,it is staid He ever liveth to make ea'ch other. The literal meaning gives good 

an angel flying throu'gh the midst of intercession :6Qr us, (Heb., 7,:25), and sense, and there is scriptural ground for 
heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe. some think He is 'seen here' at work, but sueh ,phenomena in nature. We have but 
woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth ,such an interpretation while it is not to read of, the plagues of Egypt to real
by reason of the other voices of the without some basis, is yet somewhat ize that God has worked !before in a: 
trumpet of the three angels, which are ~oub~ful, in.that as the Lamb ,?ur Sav- similar 'manner, (Ex. 7:10): That which 
yet to sound!"-Revelation 8:13. ~our IS openmg the sea~s and thIS would is descri'bed as 1;a;kdng place under this 

Imply HIs appearance m two characters first seal is a gre'at electl"ical 'storm. 
I. OPENING OF THE SEVENTH .at virtually the ,same time. The angel is creating tremendous havoc upon the 

SEAL, (vs. 1-5). to be looked upon rather as one called earth, although nothing is, said .about 
(a) Silence in Heaven, (v. 1). specially to the 'Work of offering the human life being lost. 
In a pre'vious lesson we learned some- incense with tlie prayers of all saints. 

thing of the significance of the, opening These praye'l'S are 'seen as coming 'spe
of the seals. We found they were re- cially before God at such a time, prayers 
lated to the cleansdng a~d taking ,pos- in general no doubt, yet ,it may ibe of 
session of the inheritance by the Lamb. inter,est to note the peti.tion our Lord 
and the opening of ,this last seal is taught His disciples to pray, when He 
especially si'gnjficant in view of ,that counselled them to say, "Thy' kingdom 
wihich occurs under it.' After it was come. Thy will be done in earth as in 
opened, J'ohn 'states, "there was silence heaven". (Matt. 6:10). Throllghout.the 
in heaven albout the space of half an ages the Lord's people have been suppli
hour". The duration of this 'silence does cating ·the Father for the answer t-o this 
not appear to be long, and if one we're prayer, and whHe in a spiritual sense in 
at work it would pass quickly, but simply individuals, it has had a limited fulID
waiting in quietness it Woould seem a long ment, yet its real fulfilm~nt will not take 
time. ThIs i'mpresses us with its sig- place until the ,Lord return,s a'nd, sets up 
nificance. Prior to this we read 'Of a His kingdom. The time of .the, coming 
great thanksgiving 'service ,round the of the prayers, ,recorded in the chap,ter. 
throne, and th~ 'voice of a great multi- before God, is just prior to the glorious 
tude is heard 'praising God. Now every revelation-of our Lord. It is not out of 
voice is hushed, and not a sound is heard place therefore to as'sociate the petition 
for the' space' of half 'I,ln hour. This and the time 'and to ,think of the eer
would seem to be ,the silence of expect- tainty of the a,nswers at that' 'particular 
ancy, implying apprecia~i-on on the part period. It ios encouragdng to remember 
of heaven's inlhabitants of the significance God's attitude concerning the prayers of 
of God's judgments and a sense of awe His people. He delights thus to !be ap
in anticipation thereof. ' It .is the calm proached, (Heb. 4:16), and promises to 
before the great· :storm. Note .the awful answer, (John 16:23,24). "And: the angel 
nature of God',s judgments and the effect too'k the censer". The altar' ,is not 

(b) The second trumpet, (vs. 8, 9). 
W·hen the second angel sounded, "as 

it were a great mountain burning with 
fire was east into ,the Be'a, and the third 
part of the sea became blood. And the 
third part of the creatures which we'l'e in 
the sea and had: life died: and the third' 
part uf the' ships were destroyed." Moses 
smote the river in Egypt and ,turned it 
into blood. Here the same is done on.a 
largoe:r;SlCale, possiJbly affecting the oMedi-, 
terranean Sea. And ,the same is done 
by the ,flaIl of some heavenly body. Such 
a thing is wjthin the realm of possibility 
acoo'rding to man's present knowledge 
as parts of ,heavenly bod,ies whirling 
through space have been knO'Wn to £fall 
upon the earth. 

(c) The third trumpet, (vs. 10, 11). 

they ought to 'have upon .us now. only .a mean;; uf. !blessing, !but is also 
, . assoc1ated WIth Judgment. When ,the 

When this trumpet is sounded a great 
'star burning as a lamp falls from Iheaven 
upon the ,third part of the rivers, and 
upon .the fountains of wate''l'-S. Its name 
is called Wormwood, and the thi-rd part 
of the waoters became wormwood,. and 
many men- died of ,the waters because 
they were made bitter. In this there is 
,the falling' of a:nother heavenly body 
upon the earth, its flall affecting the 
drionking water of a 1arge :part of the 
human family, who upon partakiing of . 
it die. 

(b) The Angels uf the Presence, (v. 2).· prayer, "Thy kingdom come" is answered 
After the period' of silence John saw it will mean judgment fur the' world .• 

"seven angeLs which stood before God". (2 Thess. 1:7~10), .the unrepellitant suf-
,'l'hese evidently were angels who were fering the consequences of ,their sins. 

specially near ,the ,throne. They were Explanation may 'be made of the natw:-e 
the' _angels of the Presence. From· a of prayer, our Lord's ,attitude concerning 
comparison of other ,scriptureS! we lmow it, the great possibilities enwrapped in 
there is a gradation among the' angelic it, and the necessity for it. 
beings, some 'being lmown as "a'l'Changels. 
each having specific duties to p~rform. 
TWo of the' latter are known to us illS 

II. THE TRUMPET JUDGMENTS, (vs. 
6-13). . . 

Gabriel, (Luke 1:19), and Michael, (Dan. . (a) The first trumpet, (vs. 6, 7). 
.12:1). T.h~ use of such angels at any 
time would empiha'size ,the importan,ce of 
their mission, and their use here implies 
the same. To these angels are given 
"seven trumpets". Trumpets we're used 
in ancient times on various occasions in 
connection with feas'ts, (Num. 10:10), in 

. relation to .the march of the Lord's host. 

(d) The fourth trumpet, (vs. 12,_ 1'3') .. 
Under the fi,ret three trumpets the 

earth had iSuffered, under this f'ourth 
one ,the heaven's are affected; the sun. 
moon and stars being smitten so that 
day and. night suffer in their illumina
tion. But thds is but the p'l'elude to 

(Num. 10:2), and in connection with His 
judgment upon men, (Josh. 6:16). In 
this case they ,have the last sdgnifica:nce. 
Note the e,ffect 'of a trumpet call in 
arousing attention and 'stirring eX1pee.ta-
tion. . 

(c) 'The Angel and the censer, (vs. 
. 3-5). 
After the angels receive their trumpets 

"another angel came and stood at the 

The judgment!! r~oorded unde~. t~e gre.ater ,and more terrible judgments 
trumpets .are seven m number, dIVIded' wh'l.!!h affect man 'more :par.ticularly as' 
as b~fore mto f,?ur and thr~, the f.ormer noted in the warning 'of the ;heavenly 
relatmg to' the JI;l?g.ments m nature, ;the • messenger appearing :probalbly as an 
latter to' thosewnlch may be Iooked upon eagle (R.V.). We are madoe very con
as more. of ~ ~upernatural .character. scious by this brief record of' the Al
Before the angels :sounded the trumpets mighty power of God, of the dreadful 
John says he saw them prepare "them- nature of sin, of the ,terrible time yet 
selves to sound", that is they took up ,to come upon th;is earth when God will 
position ,to perform their duty, implying punish sin and 'of the' necessity in ,the 
solemn. deliberation in the carrying oUlt present day of sincere repentance for 
of_ theIr task. "And the first angel the same. Too little is being thought or 
so~mded, and there followed hail and fire said about future judgment and men are 
mmgled with !blood, !i\nd they were CIIIS,t going on in their sin, :heedless and care
upon the earth: and the third parl of less who require to be warned ,to flee 
,trees was bUr:!t up, and all green grass f~o~ the Wl"at~ ,to C?me'. The respon
was .burnt up. There are two :f.orms of s'~l)lhty for domg th1S rests upon the 
interpretation in relation to' the nature shoulders of the Lord's people. 
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