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DEMAS 
It is sometimes remarked In disparagement of a 

minjster or a church that certain people no longer 
attend the ministry, or that they have withdrawn 
their .support or membership from a particular church. 
Such a course on the part of one who has been more 
or'less prominent in the church or in association with 
the minister is, by s'ome, iriterpreted as a serious re
flection upon the ch\1fch or minister forsakeri. Such 
an .interpretation, however, may be far fro~ the truth. 

In some d.se:> such a separation, ~,f correctly con
strued, would involve no reflection upon anyone. Both 
Paul and, Barnabas were good men; and even John 
Mark was not a bad man. Mark's conduct mayor may 
not have been jusdy censurable when, as is recorded 
~n the thirteenth chapter of,' Acts, he returned to 
Jerusalem instead of continuing with Paul and Barna
~bas in their further journeyings. Neither Paul nor 
BarnaDa's would have claimed infallibility for his judg
ment in such a matter; ·but bcing· men of strong con
victions, and bold in their expressions, they had a 
sharp c.ontention over' their respective estimates of the 
condud of John Mark. And when, as th.e fifteenth 
chapter of Acts records, they separa~ed from each 
other and Barnabas took Mark, and Paul chose Silas" 

-there'was no rea'son in·any one of the' dIsputants why 
he should be excommunicated from any church, or 
denied the fellowship of Christians generally. They 
were all good men; 'but men whose experiences had 
'discqvered and developed some native incompatibility 
which made happy partnership and frictionless co
operation impossible. They were therefore wise to 
separate, and when they had done so the blessing of 
God rested up'on both parties:' 

Thus a pastor may leave one church and go to an
other; or a member may trarisfer his membership 
from one church to another; or one may deliberately 
prefer one ministry to another, without, by such 
change or preference, reflecting upon the Christian 
character or judgment of anyone c01].cerned. How 
many heartburnings would be avoided if this s'~mple 
principle were recognized I " 

God has room in His all-comprehep-'sive plans ~or 
people of varied temperaments. There is no sound 

reason why Silas and John Mark should not be friends 
because their respective partners entertain different 
views of either of them. This writer once had for a . 
near neighbour a pastor who remains to this day one 

. o'f his closest friends. vVe knew that mentally and 
temperamentally we were utterly unlike ea'ch other. 
Each knew-. and recognized that the other could minis
ter to types of people that he could not touch. There
fore when new pe"ple moved into the neighbourhood, 
and having sampled both churches, elected to settle 
down in one, the pastor of the other found no reason 
in that fact for quarr,eUing with ,the other. Why 
should he'? . If Paul can work with Silas better than 
with John Mark, why should Barnabas be put out 
either wi!th Paul or Silas?' And if Barnabas insists 

. on having Mark as a companion. since Paul would 
not 'work with Mark himself, how foolish he would 
have been had he -denied to Barnabas the right to· 
take Mark with him! 

These considerations apply to other than strictly 
church relationships. It were as foolish as it were 
unjust to censure another-even supposing our par
ticular John Mark is a bit of a failure-:-for making use 
of one w:ith whom we have found it impossible to 
work. But, alas, there are some people who no.t only 
will not aUow John Mark to go Iwith them: they insist 
that he shall not,be permitted to go with anyone else. 

It ought therefore to be recognized that even good 
men may find themselves incompatible with each 
other, and that they can therefore be happier and more 
useiful apart-and recognizing that fact they ought to 
be willing t~ part good friends, and pray God's bless
ing upon their separate labour. 

Another . Reason For Separation. 

But there are other reasons than cim be found in 
natural and justifiable incompatibilities for some sepa
rations. Paul was a minister who lost not a few' of his 
followers. He must have had' ma~y disappoin'tments 
in' his' long ,career. There has never ,been but One 
,"Vho "needed not that any s-hoOld testify of man: for 
he knew what was in man"; "He knew who should 
betray him '; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean." . 



2 (662) THE GOSPEL WITNESS February ~O, 1930 

He knew; too, who should deny Him, and predicted and when they he not injurious to their characters., In
the denial. All others, even apostles, have had to deed, we can conceive of people's being too worldly to 
alwait the event for a knowledge of it. go to the theatre, the dance, or the card-l\:able. \l\Thile 

Therefore we need not' reproach ourselves for having - all these things are of the world, "this present world'" 
failed to discern in others a capacity to forsake,- deny, is much bigger and more varied in its allurements than 
or betray. The greatest of men have been thus deceived, this "trinity of evils. "Love not the world, neither, the 
and will he until the end of tiine. things that are in the world. If any mari love the' world, 

Thus Panl once set a high value upon ,the character the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in 
and service M Demas. In his epistle to Philen}on he the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 
classes him with Marcus, Aristarchus, and Lucas, as a and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
"fellow lahourer". In the epistle to the Colossians we world." ' . ' 
find hi\n still in Luke's company in the words. "Luke Demas had ceased to love God, and therefore could 
the beloved physiciail, and Demas, greet you", while not keep step with one whose supreme passion was 
Artistarchtts, Marcus, and Epaphras, are also named. to please God. Spiritual decline usually lies at the 

How long Demas kept company with Paul, sharing his bottom of such forsakings as that of Demas. "Vhen 
labours, his vigils. his tribulations and triumphs. we do God ceases to be a reality in a man's life, when his 
not know; and perhaps i,t would be difficult, even by the spiritual eyes are darkened, his' spiritual appetite fails, 
closest study. to determine. But there came a time when his spiritual understanding is beclouded, neither, learn
the value of Panl's companionship declined, his course ing nor logic, no,r tact; nor patience in the pulpit, will 
became distasteful, his fellowship too expensive, so that keep Demas in ,the pew. Nor, when he is a preacher, 
to Timothy Paul wrote. "Demas hath forsaken me, having can any sort of consideration and co-operation in the 
loved this present world." This separation, at all events, pew .. avail to keep Demas in the pUlpit. 
was not Paul's fault. ' Demas was probably a prea,cher; but he forsook 

Do not bI'ame the preacher whe£l Demas stays away Paul because he loved this present world. No one who' 
fron! church. It may be' a high tribute to the pulpit when loves the world can follow Paul even now. Those 
some pews are empty. Of course, wheil a church is, ~ot who battle tor the Book, who contend earnestlv for 
filled the preacher is usually blamed. \i\Then the church the faith, will not long have the help of Demas:, NO' 
is not filled, the common remedy is supposed to be found doubt Demas was thoroughly orthodox in his views, 
in a change in the pulpit. We have known a church not but his orthodoxy was not permitted to interfere with 
verv far from Jarvis Street, in which there were certain his temporal 'comfort and prosperity. Dr. Demas is 
people who thought they could fill a church by declaring still very much in evidence. Oh no! he has not for
the pulpit vacant. They failed, and the same preacher, is 'saken the fai'th: he has only forsaken PC),ul; or Aris
still in the pulpit; but notwithstanding ,their failure tarchus. Qr Epaphras, ",vho still keep Paul company. 
created a vacancy in over three hundred seats, the church, Dr. Demas does not follow Paul, nor allow his course 
save under exceptional circumstances or weather, has to be determined by Paulinism, 'because he i,s himself 
been filled ever since. It is conceivable that it may some- a conserva,tive! Those who go all the way with Paul 
times he necessary to empty ont or more pews in order -which means all the way with Christ-are "extrem
to fill the church. ists" and "radicals" and "disturbers". Dr. Demas is 

No: it would not be.fair to blame Paul for the defec- the embodiment of dignity and, when it sui,ts him, of 
tion of Demas. urbanity and moderation. He is very sorry that Paul's 

Furthermore, it is but 'begging the question to argue militant "methods" and "'spirit" make it impossible for 
that Paul once classed Demas with the best workers. The such an influential man as- himself to continue longer 
apostle should not be blamed for thinking well of DemaS': 'With him. If only Paul would modify his course a 
It were better to he often deceived, and even ,betrayed, little, if only h~ would not insist on the letter of Scrip
by the pmrorthy, than to impute, even in thought, . un- ture-as well as the spirit, if he would only be a little 
faithfuJness to the faithful. There is no useful sphere more tolerant. of those who deny the truth, if he would' 

_ for the cynic or pessimist in any church. Nothing is use a little more tact, iif he would substitute the pen 
more deadJy both in its effect upon others, and in its" of the diplomat .fQl" the' sw'ord of the soldier,-i'f-if?
reaction upon the man himself, than a cynicism which if?-Yes, he might lose Aristarchus and £ipaphras and 
discounts or denies everybody'S sincerity. Luke-and perhaps the presence and power of the 

All honour to Paul that he spoke weIt of Demas as Holy Ghost, rbut he could retain Demas! 
long as it was possihlc in honesty to do so, and that he But Paul knew whv Demas had forsaken him: he 
continued to think well of him until his true character was "loved this present world". That is why some Funda
disclosed hy his own conduct.' . mentalists do ~ot fight; that is why -they support "the 

Demas forsook Paul because he "loved' this present denomination"-they "love this present world". 
world".' His course was but a confirmation of the Sa- "The lust of the flesh." That'is one of the elements 
viour's saying. "Ye cannot serve God and mammon." of this present world. Is it to such a lure Dem'as has 
Defection from other faithful, scriptural, spiritual, nl1n- yielded? Undoubtedly. By which ,\ve are not to 
istries may be similarly explained. . " understand gross sensualis'm. The flesh is merely the 

But what does it mean to love this preserit world? Cer- body, the carnal mind, the natural man. Eminently 
tain preachers denounce the car.d-table, the dance, and the respectable, of course. Cultu.red 'and polite to the last 
theatre, as though these constitute the St11ll of all world- degree, most certainly: but carnal notwithstanding. 
liness; and since preachers are seldom addicted to any of \i\That are the covetings of the flesh? The love of 
these practices, of course"the preacher is free fro111 world- comfort, of ease, or at least of physical sustenance. 
li~ess. Ah, no! Such amusements are undoubtedly in- A preacher who sells his soul for his salary is putting 
jurious to the testimony of disciples of Christ, even if a very small price on his soul. -But many are doing 
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it. Demas is a bread-and-butter preacher. That is 
why he elects to go to Thessalonica instead of to. 
Antioch in Psidia. Yes, it ,is tragically true that bread 
and butter, dollars and cents, house-rent, temporalities· 
in general, inspire the speech of Demas at a Baptist 
Convention, and decide his vote.-Did anyone ask for 
his address? In .Ontario he may be addressed at 

. Aylmer, or near Peterboro, ·at several places in Brant
ford, Hamilton, and Toronto. Demas has many places 

- of residence in the United States, and many in Eng
}and. _ 
• "The lust of the eyes": which, being interpr:eted, 
means the lure of the things 'that are seen, "this pres
ent world" ·in contradistinction to "tihe world to come". 
Men lose their sense of perspective, and become spiri.t
nally shortsighted. They·.change the emphasis of their 
message. and speak of the profitableness of godliness 
to "the life that now 'is", almost entirely neglecting its 
relation to "the life that is to come". When a man 
ceases to grow in gra'ce, to 'add to his iai,th virtue a·nd 
all related graces, he becomes blind and cannot see 
'afar off, and forgets that he was purged from his old 
·sins. Then the love od' this present world masters him. 
All the tribulations and persecutions and 'disabilities 
incident to a life of loyalty ·to Christ and His gospel 
'assume the character of afflictions, 'and afflictions are 
4'light" and "but for a moment" only "while we look 
not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the ,things which are seen are 
temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal." 

VVJlOever allows himself to be caJptivated with the 
lust of the eyes, and fixes his interest on the present 
world, and loses Slight of the future, and of the rewards 
·of by and .by-the "far 'more exceeding and eternal 
weight O'f glory", will ,be sure to" forsake Paul as he 
moves toward Antioch, and to go somewhere else 
:instead. , 

"The pride of life": ·~not necessarily physical com
aorts, nor interests that are tangible and' visible; hut 

STRANGE 

position; place, distinction. honours,-as for example, 
McMaster honorary degrees, the Presidency of the 
Convention, lunch at the club with a rich man-not 
the lunch, but the brief companionship of one who is
called successful. Tinsel, wa.'C-flowers, mere baubles, 
says somebod)~? Yes; but men have bartered eternal 
treasures for just such vanities. "Ve have known 
many a Demas do so. One used to live at Boston, "':"' . 
ly.Iassachusetts.; but though he went to Thessalonica, 
or was it \iVashington, for "the pride of life", the 
Presidency of the Convent,ion managed to elude his 
grasp. 
· "Vanity 0f vanities, ·saith· the Preacher, vanity of 
vanities; all is vanity." Though a man love this 
present world, she is not easily wooed, and will ask a 
bigger dowry than thirty pieces of silver. No man 
did ever find ,that the price he received ifor being dis
loyal to Christ and His \\' ord was sufficient to buy a 
moment's peace of mind. "Thi,s present world" is an 
-old jade' \vhom no one would love if he were not more 
than half blind. "How can ye be"lieve which receive 
honour one of another. and seek not the honour that 
cometh from-God only'?" 
· How far better is it 'to follow Paul than Demas! 
The latter disappears from view to stand before the '
judgment seat of Christ at last, if saved at all, with 
nothing but wood, hay, stubble, to his credit, and 
saved ,only as by fire .. But Paul, in the very chapter. 
which records the defection of Dema;s, exclaims~ "I am 
now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure 
is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith; hencef.orth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 
and not ,to me only, but unto all them also that love 
his appearing." And in the next breath, having 
announced his own ear~y departure ifor glory, he says, 
"Demas hath forsaken .ille, havi!lg loved "this present 
world, and is departed unto Thessalonica." 

Vlhich shall we choose, rhessalonica or glory? 

LEADING 
By Dr. T. I. Stockley, Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

One of the most remarkable things in the experience 
of Israel after God had sheltered them from the 
destroying angel, was the way in which He guided 
their steps. In Exodus, chapter 'thirteen, v:erses seven
teen and eighteen, we read "God led them not through 
the way of the' 'land of th~ Philistin~s, although that 
was near; for God said, Lest peradventure they see 
war, and they return to Egypt. But God led the 
people about, 'through the way .of the wilderness 'of 
the R~d Sea." Look at the story. The children o·f 
Israel started on their journey out of Egypt with their 
-faces toward the Bromised Land. They fi"st encamped 
'at Rameses. Then they journeyed on to Succoth, and 
next to Etham. Thus far the path is easily under
stood. They are facing Canaan all the time. Then 
·CDmes an extraordinary command to Moses: "Turn", 
. said the Divine word, "and. encamp before -Pihahiroth, 
'betweell Migdol and the sel,l." This was indeed a 

strange course to take. It took the people right out of 
their way to the Promised Land. They are 'to journey 
now at right angles to their previous course. ,They 
pass d~wn on the wrong side of ,the Red Sea. At 
Migdol they go through a narrow sl)'ace between hills 
and the sea into a plain entire'ly walled in by moun
tains on their. right hand. w.hich 'sweep round ,to the 
sea on the south, leaving a small opening through. 
which:, if the people passed, they must return to the 
Egyptian capital. The Egyptians truly said, "They 
are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut 
them in." So indeed it was. Fr.om the human point 

· of, view it was an awful mistake, fDr the people were 
led into a death trap. The Egyptians seeing this, 
mounted their chariots and, in hot haste, with the 
certainty of slaughter, rushed across the desert, and 
soon came within sight of Israel. The people looked 
back and saw the unmistaka'ble signs of the coming 
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Egyptian host. They wel:e perfectly helpless, over
whelming disaster seemed certain, and imminent; and 
the franti~ cries .of the people went up to God, while 
terrible language was used against Moses, the servant 
of the Lord. Yet this wa,s the unmistakable leading 
of ·God. Moses would never have chosen this path. 
It was so strange and perplexing it must be Divine. 
This is a picture of the -leading of God with His 
spiritual Israel, and of individual Israelites: He leads 
them sometimes where they would never have gone 
themselves. He places th.em in positions of over
whelming difficulty, where human effort can do noth
ing, and where in utter helplessness they are obliged· 
to 'lean entirely upon the arm of God. 

"God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 

He plants His footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm." 

Do you ask why does God bring His people into 
such straits? In verse seventeen we have one reason 
why God .led Israel there: "Lest peradventure the 
people repent when they see war, and they return to 
Egypt". So God selects the path which is most suit
able to the condition and experience of His people. ' 
The're was deep tenderness in the heart of God toward 
Israel, but the people could not see it then. There is 
always a gracious purpose behind all His choices for 
His own. There are lessons which they need to learn, 
and He selects the path in which they are most likely 
to learn them. The great matter .for the true Israel is 
to 'let God select their path, and dired their steps. 
When they a!re in His way He is there with them. 
In Israel's case we have the inspired record: "The 
Lord went before them by day 'in a pillar of a cloud, 
to lead them by the way; and by night in a pillar of 
fire, to give them light." He "Vho selects the path 
for His people is always with them in that path, 
although the journey may be toilsome and dangerous, 
difficult and ful'l o:f ·snares. On the sunlit hills He is' 
with them to overshadow and to keep. In the deep, 
dark valleys He is still with them, and His rod and 
His staff comfort them. So there are reasons 'of deep 
tenderness ·in the heart of God in leading His people 
in, perplexing paths. 

But there are other reasons than this. One of 
Israel's great needs was to know more of God. All 
down the story of God's Israel this has been one of 
their greatest needs. ,And so God leads them into 
paths JVhere they, wil'1 be able to obtain the grandest 
views of Himself and His delivering power. The 
sublimest lesson the children of" God can learn is to 
know more of God; and God shines out in special 
glory in' His pathway of difficulty. God is not in
different to the weakness and ignorance of His people; 
'but He is not afraid .to lead them into the most al>pall
'ing trou1ble, if there they will learn more of the suffi
ciency of His grace, and the wonders of His power. 
Of course, as Cowper sings: 

"Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan His work in vain." 

"Unbellieft says one, "leads us to interpret God in 
the presence of difficulty, instead of interpreting the 

difficulty in the presence of God." A great difficulty 
is a new opportunity to see the glory of God. Too 
often unbelie.f is allowed to cause trials and sorrows 
and perplexities, to' become clouds which obscure the 
face of God. But such was never His purpose. They 
are rather intended toO c'lear the vis'ion of the world's 
dust and mist, that God may be seen in undimmed 
splendour. And so when some new and totally un
expected perplexi.ty arises or when some crushing 
trouble falls upon God's Israel, they should look up
to God and say, "My' Father, what new and as~onish
ing wonders of Thy power and grace may I now 
expect to behold?" 

What were these poor .Israelites to do in their death
trap? They had had three days of freedom, but n.ow 
they completely lost their se'U-control, and became a 
panic-stricken mob. Their cries were wild and frantic, 
for they were entirely shut in, and their 'blood-thirsty 
enemies were close at their heels. But Moses knew 
the difficulty in which they were placed was God's 
leading, and so with ,sublime self-possession, or God
possession, he uttered the great command, "Stand still, 
and see the sa'lvation of the Lord." That is the first 
need in the day of difficulty, to be quiet. "He that 
'believeth shall not make haste." All human fussiness 
and worry and agitation are worse than useless; they 
only "tend to eV'il." This is the time for God. And 
what is His first movement? A very Godlike and 
beautiful .one, -indeed. Tlhe pillar of cloud and fire, 
that wonde·rful symho'l of the Divine Presence, passes 
from ·before Israel to their rear. It stands between 
Israel and the Egyptian host. In the place of sorest 
need there God places HimseU. That same Presence 
meant dense darkness to Egypt, but glorious light to 
Israel. The way of Egypt is blocked, while the path 
aif Israel is illumined with God's own light; This is 
what we ever see. The same ark of God which s1ew 
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the Philistin~~, brought ble~sing to the' house of Obed
Eldom. The promised Child, Who was set fO'r the faU 
of some, was also set for the rising of m~ny. The 

.. Stone at which" some stumble, is a sure foundation to 
others. The ministry of the gospel may be "a savour 
of death unto death" to some, but it lis a "savour of 
life tinto life" to others. 

Let the perplexed Israelites stand ·still and see God. 
Then behold a wonderfu'l thing! To the quieted people 
the pathway soon appears. By a strong wind the Lord 
plowed a p'athway through the mighty deep, driving 
back the waters df the Red Sea, and clearing a way, 
perhaps 'step by step, as the people. moved forward. 
Israel in their panic moments never: dreamed that their 
God wou1d do such a wonderful thing as this. But 

"that is His way. He loves to surprise His people by 
new wonders of His love and power. .. 

"He loves to come when others flee, 
Or coming cannot aid; . 

To save in faith's extremity, 
When hope's last glimmerings fade." 

What a scene this story presents to us! Here are 
some two ,or three millions of peop'le with flocks and 
herds in t):le night, whitch was as day for them, plung
ing into the divinely opened pathway. The awe-struck 
crowds, the howling wind, the glow of the pillar 
glistening ~n their way, the full paschal moon shining 
on the heaped up waters! How awe and· hope must 
have increased with ·each ~step deeper into the' abyss 
and nearer to -sa·fety!· It was the path of fa,ith". H 
God's ,command for His people is to go forward, they 
dO'not need to see the end from the beginning. It is 
enough for Him to see that. "One ~tep enough fo.r 

Books by Dr.' S4ields 

"THE .ADVENTURES OF. A MODERN 
YOUNG MAN.'.' 

A series of sermons on the parable of the 
prodigal and his brother. 

"CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT." . 

A series of Thursday evening Bible Lec
tures, 'from Genesis to II. Samuel. 

"THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL OF 
HISTORY." . 

A series of sermons recently prea~hed in 
Jarvis St. Church on ,"The Trial of Jesus." 

Price Fifty cents·a volume postpaid. 
Orde'r from The Gospel Witness, 130 
Gerrard St.' East, Toronto, Canada. 
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me". God 1S widl His own. They have only to trust 
and.o'hey. When the Lord bids, it is Israe'l's business 
to go forward at any cost. He 'Who speaks the com
mand 'Will certainly clear the path for those who are 
to obey. The Lord conducted His people Tight 
through the sea; step by step they march onward 
until they reach the other side, and the last child, and 
the last sheep, has stepped out upon the Eastern shore. 
Then the waters returned to their place, and the Egyp
tian hosts which have also plunged into the sea were 
utterly overwhelmed. By one awful act of de!?truc
tion Egypt's strength was broken, and Israel's enemies' 
drowned. What a revelation of God"!" With Pharaoh" 
and his host beneath the waves, Israel stood triumph
ant. Their joy was complete. What a wondrous God 
is ours! No child of God need trouble to take the 
path where He leads. All fears may be dispelled, for 
there is absolutely no reason for them, a'Ithough the 
way may be wrapped in mystery. Let the Lord's 
people' always remember that for every perplexing 
step in life the lJ.(»rd has <reasons that are at once ten
der and wonderful. "God led" the 'people",' and "He 
led them about" that they might be saved from defeat, 
and that they might experience new displays of the 
wonders of His power. Therefore, with holy calm, 
'let us say, "\iVhat time I am afraid I will tr"ust in 
Thee." 

MY IMPRESSION OF JARVIS ST. BAPTIST 
CHURCH. 

By Rev. H. G. Hamilton: 
Sunday morning, F·ebru8ll'Y 16th,' I arrived 'aJt ToroIl!to to 

supply the pulpit of the· Jarvis- Street Baptist Church fur 
two Sund'ayJS:. 1 was mtet a't 'the depot by DeaOOIl1 Brownlee, 
iii tlIiaIn of God whlOs'e interest centeTs. in the miJssiloiIl!lIlIIY 
'lmteTiprise of t1ihe' China In~and Misstion. We ihaV'e long 
lmoWIIl this faithful ~eirval[]:t of tihe Lord whose doop dleVlO
;tioo has- 'time :aIlld ·ag·ain moved us to'lo:l)ty hedghts' of fed'liOW
ship with our God • 

. ' In l'E!lSs than half ·an hour I was looking upon the bu:iJJ.dilllg 
. made f8Jllll0lUS' throughout the WIOrl-d! by tihe fai,thflrl ministry 

'of Dr. T. T. S'hirei1ds, and ·m which I ;was to ,be the supply 
;pastor duJrdsn.g 'hils iflwIo weeks" absence. Our eyes h8IVe' seen 
Ipa.J.:aoos 'and ca:sltles of the old: world, we· hav:e .l!oolred upon 
,the great huildlings .of ,s·tate· both in. C~a.d:aand t~e Um·ted 
States; Ibu't we confess to 'an aWe-InispIrmg die'votlOOl wIhIen' 
we ,beheld the buildmg in Which ;the J8Il'Vis- Street Ohure'h 

. 'WioIrships Ithe mighty God, the Everlas:ting Father, 'a.lld Prince 
lof Peace. It is situa'ted ·on -one of the most .prom:illWIllt; boule
v8Jl'Idis ·of this belllutiful city, .constructed ,of red '8IIlId: Wh~te 
sandstone·. The spa'Ci:ou:s' auditorium is desIg;ned in the' shape _ 
'of a ohors~e. On see,ing it, ;the' imm'elIIlSe gallilery thaJt sur
Il.'ounds the chuTCh co.mpelled us to· womer .if in these ~p~tatte 
daYiS' the seats were fiHed. Later, when' ·t}hIe tg.l"etat .sc'hioo:l 
POUl'etd into the audito·rium ·and filled the gaJ:lery, we were 
no ronlger left ,in doubt. 

Less Ith'l1ln an ihour fl'Clm the time of (l'ur amdvad! we 'Were 
'S'hOWIli into thie beau'tiful study of the .falJlOUJSl church, amd, 
finding a letter '00 the table :beari-ng our nollfm'E!, we joyfuHy 
'I'm the words of welcome to .tlhis gre'at !pI'ace. We were im
pressed .by th1is. ,expression ,of courtesy, and' affection fl100D 
the life of this busy m'an who, ill! ihur.ry;ilJl!glllWay :to keep a 
pl"e!ae'hing eIIlJgagem~'t in -the Southlandl, tarried .to write 
his l"egrets 'at ~ot beIng Pl1etSeIJ't to .greet us I()fIl! armval. 

I'll a ,few -IDO'Ul,enJts we were introduced to .. the paiSltor's 
'claSiS', 'a claiss of men 'a'nd women of noe:arly tlll"ee lhumdTed 
whicthi :meets in the church aud'itorium. What a joy i,t was 
to 'open the Book in such a fellows:bip!· . 

At e'l~veml io'dock DeacO'll BroWlll!l!ee inttl'lodl\lced us to the 
morniong cong,r.eg·aJtion, . and 18:0 far 'as Qur. ey'E!'S oouold Slae 
every seat was' oocupIed upstaLrs 'and diotwn. A greaJt chor,u:s 

(Continued on ,page 1'3.) 
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~be Jarbi~ ~treet ~ulpit 
THE CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE TOWARD AMUSEMENTS. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached 111 Jarvis Street Baptist C·hurch, Sunday Morning, February 13, 1921. 

See note at the end of the sermon. 

" '~And' through thy knowledge shall thy weak ;brother perish, for whom Christ died ?"-I Corinthians 
8:111. 

The Christian attitude toward amusements is a subject 
of greatimportal)ce. :While belonging,· in some respects, 
to the category of minor questions, to the "childish things" 
which' we may be expected to "put away" as we attain 
to some degree of maturity in the Christian life: yet 
because, as Cht:istians, we ·can never be unrelated to 
anything which affects in the slightest degree the spiritual 
welfare of the least of God's children, we cannot be 
either indifferent or superior to this matter. 

It is a fact, moreover, which even the most liberaBy 
and cryaritably minded find themselves compelled to 
acknowledge, ,that vast numbers of professed Christians 
are now being carried away by an ever-growing love of 
pleasure, which, like a mighty tide, is sweeping over the 
world. It cann~t he denied that many" church members 
go oftener to the 1:'heatre than to church, and pay more 
for their amusement~ than for their religion; that there 
is reason to fea·r that many stl'ch are better versed in 
rules "according to Hoyle," than in the principles of the 
Gospel according to Matthew, and Mark, and Luke, and 
John; and are bolder and more expert in dealing cards 
than in disseminating the word of God. Some, too, there 
are, wl~o are most punctilious in their observance of 
religious decorum; who would be offended by a col
loquialism from the pi.tlpit, <;>r an inartistic performance 
by the choir; bt~t whe;> see no impropriety in the presence 
of professing Christians at the dance. . 

Nor is this condition of things peculia:r to anyone 
denomination, nor to anyone country. It is a matter 
of general observation that vast multitudes of the pro
fessed disciples of Christ, by their addiction to these and 
other forms of amusement, openly adv.eJ.:tise themselves 
to be "lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God." 

Candid minds, I think, wiII acquit me of tihe charge 
of exaggeration, when I say that this has had, and now 
has a deadeniQg and almost paralyzing effect upon the 
life of the' churdies. The puhlic worship of the sanc
tuary, the preaching of the gospel, the study of Scripture,· 
the exercise of prayer, the spiritual service of the 
Christian life, ami all the pure spiritual joys flowing 
therefrom, are esteemed dulI and' uninteresting. 

And I venture the assertion that ·tihi,s inordinate love 
of sensuous pleasure vitiates' not only the public taste, 
bu.t the taste of that part of the public w.hic'h professes 
to be Christian. This has resulted in many deRlorable 
reactions upon the ,life and activity of the churches. 
Standards have been lowered to suit the popular taste.' 
People who feed on Charlie Chaplin several days a week 
have but little appetite for anything but Charlie Chaplin 
on Sunday. Standards may not always, however, be 

-vulgarized. They may only be reduced to fit the diminish
ing capacities of the people.' The man who becomes 
addicted to the use of stimulants soon loses his appetite 

for wholesome food, and what food is forced upon him 
must be administered in tabloid foml. And it seems to 
be the policy of "tthe god of this world" to vitiate the 
appetites of God's children for all healthy spiritual enjoy
ments, by treating them with stimulants. 

Respecting the particular fonn of amusement provided 
in the moving picture theatres, it ought frankly to be said 
that, independently of· the oharacter of the pictures, the 
,habitue of the "movies" is certain to find the hahit men
tally demo.ralizing. Even no.w there are many who 
refrain from reading certain books, preferring to await 
tiheir production on the screen. Quite apar:.t from the 
m~ral quality of the pj.ctures, this aspect of the influel)ce 
of the craze for the "movies" should give educators, and 
aU concerned in the cultiva~ion of the mind, the most 
serious concern. 

The great question, 'however, which faces us is this; 
What is the Christian .church to do? What is the truly 
Christian attitude' toward these thlngs? If people wiII 
have nothing but pleasure, is the Christian Ohurch to 
provide it? If Vhe multitudes insist upon being enter
tained, must those who serve in the Church, in the pulpit 

'and elsewhere, learn the entertainer's art? If young 
people refuse to. engage in religious exercises designed 
00 develOop hath the mind _ and the spirit, unless such 
exercises are diluted with some sort of entertaining or 
pleasuraole element, is it the duty of ,the Church to 
accommodate her m~nistry to the popu~lar demand? Or 
is there higher and safer ground wJli~h we may take? 

1. 
LET Us EXA~nNE 'I'HE PRINCIPI.E- OF 'l'HE TEX'[', for 

our answer. 
It appears to 'have been ·common in pagan Corinth, as 

in other places, to offer for sale in the market place, meat 
which was nhe r:esidue. of sacrifices whi'Ch had been 
offered to idols in heathen temples. Some of the Cor-· 
inthian helievers seem to have made a practice of using 
such meat for food. They argued that as an idol was 
nothing in the worId, meat which had been presented to' 
the idol in worship was neither the better nor the worse 
for having been so used. Therefore iliey saw no reason 
why they, as Christians, should 'not eat it. 

But th.ere were others who viewed the matter differ
ently. La'cking the clear intelligenee of their more 
enlightened brethren, t'hey appear to ,have felt that since 
the meat had been used· in idol-worship, the eating of it 
would involve some recognition of the idol. Therefore' 
when they saw their fellow-Ohristians eating such meat, 
notwithstanding their unenlightened ·consciences felt the 
practice involved a recognition .of l1he ldol, they claimed 
the liberty their fellow-Christians exercised, and in the 
d.oing of it were caused to stumble. 
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It is probable that this matter 'had been submitted to 
the Apostle Paul for judgment, as the first verse Qof this 
chapter seems to. imp'ly---!"NQw as, touching things offered 
unto. idols"-and this chapter is his answer. Many a 
pastor in our day is asked sirnilar questions hy members 
of his flock who are sincerely desirous of knowing amI 
doing the will of God in all things. 

The Apostle· begins by telLing them t!hat they are right 
. in the assumptiOon that "an idol is nothing in the wQrld," 
and that, ther.efore, meat is- unaffected by the fad that 
it had been used in sacrifice. He tells ·them that in the 
eating of such meat in itself there i,s no wrong. He lays 
down the principle that ·there. ·is a. 'Spiritual knowledge 
which a·ffords liberty: "As concerning therefore the eat
ing of those things that are offered in 'sacrifice unto idQols, 
we know that an idol is . nothing in the world,' and that 
there is none other God but one. For .though there be that 
are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth- (as there 
be gods many, and lords many, but to us there is hut one' 
God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; . 
and Qne Lord Je.stls Christ, by whom are all things, and 
we by him." That is to. say, when a man knows God as 
He is revealed in Jesus Christ, he knows there is no other 
God; and that -God is a Spirit "Vho requires of His 
creatures a spiritual service; and that, therefore, we are 
nQt to judge ourselves nor others by outward forms. by 
the mere externals .of life, such as eating and drinking. 
On tne contrary, we knDw that it is .spirit, and motive, 
and intention wit!h which God is concerned. Or, as the 
same apostle says elsewhere (Romans fourteen, seven
teen): "The kipgdom of God is not meat and drink. but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 

The argument, therefore, is that knowing an idQol to 
be nothing in the worle).; so far as the a·ct itself was cQn~ 
cerned, . and by itself considered, a Christian. knowing 
this, might eat meat whi·ch had been used in idol-worship 
without offence either to. God or to h~s Dwn conscience. 

On the other hand, the Corinthians are reminded. there 
are some wh'O lack the spiritual discernment to perceive 
that the nothingness of the idOoI leaves the sacrifice un
pollu.ted·: "Howbeit there is l1"ot in every man that knowl
edge: for some with conscience Df the idol unto ,this hour 
eat it as a thing. offered unto an idol; and their cons-cience 
being weak is defiled." 

And herein anQ~her prin:ciple is enunciated to this effect: 
'that while the believer's relationship to God is unaffected 
by his eating or refraining, and his own conscience, 
therefQore, is also undefiled thereby, ·there is still another 
relatiQnsJiip to be considered, and that is, the believer's 
relatiollship to his n.eigbou,r. . . 

And h'ere let me pause to interject a more general 
Dbservation: In respect to its own' desires, the human 
mind is marvellously resourceful in discriminative judg
ments. "Vhen it suits us, sin and righteousness are 
defined in terms of our 'human relatiDnships, and men 
go so far as to measure a man's fitness for the presence 
of God by the service he appears to. have rendered to his 
feJ.lows. But how swiftly we cap. swing to the other 
extreme: "As long as I have a clear conscience toward 
God, whose business· is it what I eat or drink, or where 
I find my pIeasures or my recreations?" Thus we choose 
to magnify the one or the other of tthe tables of tl1e law 
as .eQnwrehending our whole moral obligation, as the 
inclination of. the moment suits us. One day we. are sure 
that if Qur con~ciences be at peace with God, nothing else 
m~tters. I 'le lext day we are equally certain ~hat so 

long as we 'busy ourselves ~ith some parti·cular bit of 
human service~usuaHy something we rather like to do 
-it fleally does not matter whether we pray or otherwise 
recognize God or not. 

The underlying principle of Paul's' teaching, however, 
is this, that the gDspel provides a way whereby "the 
.r-ighteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit"; and that 
t!he principles of the gospel applied to life and cDnduct 
wiJ.l relate the believer. in .self-denying service to both 
God and his neighbour too. . . 

But now, to return to the specific matter more imme
diately before us. I have' said the Corinthians' are here 
reminded of their furuher obligation to their neighbour: 
"Howbeit there is riot in every man that knowledge." 
"But," someone will ()Ibject, '''am I· to be brought into 
bondage to another man's ignoranoe? Because h!-! is so 
ignorantly superstitious stupidly to suppose that the idol 
pollutes the meat, or that the idol and the sacrifice are 
inseparable, atil I therefore to. be deprived of the liberty 
which my clearer knowledge gives me ?". So secure did 
they feel themselves to be in their spiritual lmowledge.; 
they felt they could actually "sit at meat in the idols' 
temple" without violating thei:r own consciences, knowing 
the idol to be nothing, and God to. be all in all. 

But our apostle lays down a further principle: that 
while there is a I~bertyin. knowledge, there is a still larger 
libertv ·in love. "But meat commendeth us not to God:' 
for neither, if we .eat, are we the .beitter; neither if we 
eat not, are we the worse. (vVhkh mean's that, knowing 
our relation'ship to God is not affected by such ~natters, 
we may do as we like. '1'hus the truth of God makes us 
free). But take heed lest by any means this liberty of 
yours become a stumbling block to them that are weak." 

"But why should I allow the absurd prejudices Df my 
ignorant brother 'to deprive me of legitimate enjoyment?" 
Because, my fri·end, you may cause your weaker brother 
to stumble if you insist on the exercise of your liberty. 
'.'But.why should I be held responsible for his stumbling?
If I may legitimately do without injury to. myself, that 
which, to him, gecomes !in occ!1!\ion of stumbling pnly and 
wholly because of his ignorance, why should not his 
stumbling be chalrged to his ignorance, and I be left in 
the enjoyment of my Christian liberty? Is there any 
sound reason why my freedOom should be restricted, '.vhy 
I ·should be required continually to deny myse.lf for fear 
of offending the ignorant, old-fashioned, and 'super-
stitious ?" . 

. In effect, you really ask, Why shQould you care if the 
ignorant, and weak, stum:ble? . 

·There is a reason why you ShDUld care, and why you 
should deny yourself for the sake of the most benighted 
human bei1lg. Hear the tremendous answer! He is a 
soul "for 'whom Christ died"! This man Paul has but 
one answer for every question: .it is always the Cross! 
Everything is ·referred to. the Cross.. He sees everything 
and everybody through the medium of the Cross. He 
measures and values everybody, by the Cross. Nor is 
this a solitary note in his teaching. He wrote the same 
to the Romans: "Destroy not 'hiin with' !thy meat for 
whom Christ died." Thus he measures and values all 

.that is in this world and cries: "God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified unto. me, and I unto the 
world." And that is no.' more than oU'r LDrd Himself 
said: "I f any man will come after Me, let him deny 
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himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. \¥hoso
ever will save his life shaH lose it: and whosoever will 
lose his life for My sake shall find it." '. 

Thus our text, and the gospel generally, puts love be
fore knowledge as the guiding principle of life, and as the 
foundation of the largest liberty. Knowledge afforded 
liberty conscientiously ,to eat meat: love gave liherty to 
refrain from eating for the sake of the interests of a soul 
for whom Christ died. . 

II. 
LE'f Us Now CONSIDER SOME MODERN IU..US'l'RA'l'IONS 

Ol? l'RIS PRINCIPLE. 

There are certain forms of amusemenlt which are onlv 
evil. There are plays whi,ch cannot be defend~d befor"e 
the bar of an enlightened conscience; there are uses of 
playing cards which lead ineviJably to ruin; there are 
kinds of danoes which are fl.agrantly immoral; and. which 
no reputable person wiU attempt to justify. To these 
'l'ropositions no one in this audience will object .. But with 
these things we have nothing to do in our present dis
cussion. Every true Christian will instantly, and in
stinctively, recognize that the thing which is evil in itself 
should have no pla'ce in the Christi'an .life. Participation 
in such amusements a'S I have just named, I feel sure 
everyone here this morning will readily acknowledge, 
would ·be as unworthy of a professed Christian as lying 
or stealing. 

The case before 1tS is that of a matter which is 1I0t evil 
in its.elf, b1d 1vhich some 1tninstr-ucted people, he1"e called 
"weak/' think to be evil. It is with the Christian attitude 
toward these we are now concerned. 

For the sake of argument let us assume that the theatre 
is an institution of grewt educatioJlal possibilities. Lest 
I b~ misunqerstood, I give it as my perscinal conviction 
that the ,theatre,. as an institution, is immoral; that its 
influence, on the w.hole, is not good but evil. But I speak 
of the theaTre in this way as an institution. I shaH not 
argue tne point here, for that is beside my purpose this
morning. There may be exceptions, and I am willing to 
assume the eX'ception, to assume that there may be in
dividual theatres whose management keep their stage 
clean and pure and wholesome. And this involves the 
further assumption that there thay be good plays. Douobt
Ie~s m;tny are not good; but we will assume that some are, 
and that their teaching is morally sound, and their in
fluence morally uplifting-or at least not degrading. 

We may assume further that the'conscientious Christian 
-and who can be a Christian without being conscien
tious ?-wiJ.I exercise the utmost discrimination, and will 
go only to the best theatres, and the best plays, in which 

, there can be nothing that is in any degree ha'rmful. 
I And, we may make the same assumption respecting the 
playing of cards. Surely no one will insist that there is 
any evil in the (':ards themselves; they are neither moral 
nor immoral: hut unmoral. That, to the discerning. is 
self-evident. But I am aware of the strong prejudice 
conceived by many against the cards tnemselyes, as 
though the pieces of pasteboard so marked were essen
tially evil. PersonaUy I know nQthing, of cards; but I 
suppose there is something p~culiarly fascinating about 
t1he various games they are used to play. It is not diffi
cult for me -to imagine a game of cards to be a very 
pleasant diversion, nor indeed to helieve that such a 

.game ma:y be mentally refreshing. I am not now speak-

ing of the use 01 cards for gambling purposes. No one 
questions thrat ,cards are frequently put to' evil uses; tnat 
even ,in private drawing-rooms men and women have 
been inspired by a simple, friendly game with a passion 
for gambling which has led to thek ruin, and even to 
suicide. No one whose knowledge is at all extensive, 
will deny that cards have been the latchkey to the peni
tentiary for many-to let them in, however, not to let 
them out. I say it is not to be wondered at that so many 
should look upon a pack of cards a's having heen printed 
in hell, in view of the terrihle havoc ,they have wrought. 

But it must surely be assumed that no true disciple of 
Christ would permit himself to have part in a game in 
which any of .these things could find a place. He would 
play cards only in such a way as there could be "no harm" 
in it. 

But what shall we say of the dance? I confess to 
having had no personal exper~nce. There are those who 
insist that the modern dance in any and all its forms is 
always and only evil. I have no doubt it is often so. 
Indeed I feel sure that certain dances can work only evil 
to those who engage in them. But I have no time to-day 
to discuss that aspect of the question. I would take 
ground, for the sake of argument at least, that many cen
sors of the dance who are better informed and more 
experienced than I, would not take, I would assume Fhat 
~here may be perfectly innocent and 'harmless dances. 
For I 'am compelled to assume that no Christian would 
deliberately and persistently participate in any sort of 
dance associated with the probability of evil., I assume, 
therefore, (I say again, for the sake of argument, for the 
testimony of the more experienced makes me cautious), 
that u'nder right ,auspices some pure-minded people may 
dance without injury ,to themselves. 

Thus I have assumed that it is only with the good play, 
the innocent card game, the harmless dance-if such there 
may be,-tlte Christian 'will have awything to do. 

'Can you, however, be sure that others will be equally , 
discriminating? It ·is admitted that these things are not 
always good, but sometimes 'decidedly evil. \\That if 
others fail to exer'Cise your carefully discriminating judg
ment? Perhaps someone wiJ.I say <that their failure to do 
SQ is thei.r own, responsibility. Beyond question, to great 
multitudes, the <theatre is the theatre, the dance is the 
dance, and cards are cards. They do not discriminate, 
and they will not. Some fail for want of capaci-ty to dis
cern between the good and the bad, and some from want 
of inclination. "But that," I have heard even professed 

. Christi'aus'say, "is their concern and not-mine." 
But remember, the text la)'s down a principle for the 

governance of the relationship of a person of a very high 
degree of religious intelligence to one who is densely 
ignorant and superstitious. You, must draw the picture 
for yourself. At on'e eud of the scale you have a re
ligously enlightened mind, plus education, cuLture, .refine
ment, wealth; all these co-operating to discern between 
the precious and the vile. At the other end you have 
one steeped in prejudice, restricted in c3!paci.ty, weak in 
character, and sheep-like in his imita.tive propensities. 
Between rhese two extremes there may be many varying 
deg;rees, of intdligence on the one hand' or ignorance on 
the other. BU!t I take the extremes. What principle can 
possibly bridge that guH or span that difference 'Of 
spiritual enlightenment and Inoral vigor? Only the prin
ciple of the. Cross! And tht is the principle 'by which 
all truly Christian conduct is determined, and. on . which 
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all Christian chaoracter is founded:' "For whom Christ 
died" ! Let me take the highest possible ground. I 
anticipate your a'rgument as to your taste for literature 
and the drama" and your love of music and the aesthetic. 
and your passion for cultivated society and mental recrea-, 

. tion, and your superiority to the degrading influences to 
whioh the less favored are subject .. I will take your a'rgu
ment at par-':Howbeit there is not in every man that 
knowledge"! Do you hear it? I"Howbeit there is not in 
every man that knowledge." Let me thunder it in your 
ears,: ((Howbeit the·re is not in every man that knowl
edge"! What then? ((Through thy knowledge·shall thy 
weak brother perish for whom Christ died?" Oh, my 
brother, do you care? Do you care for the soul for whom 
Christ died? What? Does this question of amusements 
affect the business of soul-saving? Yes, it d~s. Most 
emphatically it does! 'The passion for pleasure, for 
society, for worldly amusement, has made barren 
chul'Ches as it has 'made childless homes! . And we shall 
never accomplish oU'r God-given task, nor glorify Him in 
the salva/ion of men, until by the power of the Holy 
Spirit we learn to relate ourselves to men everywhe1'e as 
to souls for whom Christ died. ' 

III. 

MAY I VENTURE Now TO OFFER A 'NORD OF EXHORT
ATION AND ApPLICATION? For the' sake of clearness, I 
repeat, I have nothing now to say a,bout indulgence in 
that which is known to be sin~u1. ~Nor have I any word 
of denunciation to utter 'respecting that whi-ch is not evil' 
in itself. It would be as wrong to belie your moral in
telligence by assuming ,there is evil where there is nOne, 
as it would be to ignore the ignorant cOnscientiousness 
of another, who, where there 'is no evil, thinks there is. 

The supreme question is, Can anyone of us afford to 
be indifferent to the fate of one "for whom Ohrist d'ied"? 
That is the highest and strongest appeal which even God 
can make. From eternity He has estimated every.thing 
by t~e Cros'S! Have we learned to estimate men by the 
Cross? The man is poor, and ignorant, and obscure, and 
unattractive, I know; but he is a soul "for whom Christ 
died." For hilS own sake he is worth' much; and he is 
one for whom an inestimable price has been paid. 

For Christ's sake we cannot afford to be indifferrmt 
toward sitch an one. Can you not remember the thrill of 
satisfaotion you experienced when you first' realized that 
Christ di~cl for you? And in that hour you realized His 
own satisfaction in some measure. Dare any of us con
sent to permit anything which might defeat the purpose 
of the Cross in another's life? Shall we have done once 
for all with all worldly standards, and henceforth measure 
all men by the Cross? , 

Do you realize that some may be perishing' through 
:your act of selfish indulgence? "It is only an innocent 
pleasure," you say. But the moment your pleasure be
comes an occasio1). of stumbling it ceases ·to be innocent: 
"When ye sin so against th~ brethren, and wound their 
weak conscience, ye sin against Christ." 

Do you see what es'tima.te they put upon the weak 
brother who selfishly insist upon doing their own pleasure 
irrespective of its influence 1tpon others.? They put their 
own passing pleasure before the salvation of the soul. 
That is the :te~t's teaching. That is th,e' consideration it 
forces upon us: "Through thy ~nowledge shall the 'Weak 

brother perish for ,,,hom Christ died?" Is there a pro
fessed Christian here who will refus~ to forego an even
ing'at t,he theatre that another soul may have an eternity 
in glory? On one parbicular evening that weaker brother 
saw you there, and 'he found sanction for his course in 
yours. I know he is "weak," and "ign,orant," and "preju
diced," and "narrow-minded," and all that is contemptible 
in the eyes of some: But for him Christ died! Can it be 
thai: anyone of us will deliberately sacrifice' the interests 
of a soul for whom Christ died for a few hours' pleasure? 
Even to save a soul, from death can we refuse to' ,deny 
ourselves? I must be faithful. The spiritual require
ments of 'the hour are insistent. The testimony of Scrip
ture is most urgent: "Destroy not him with thy theatre
going, or with thy card-playing, or with thy dancing, or 
with the pursuit of any other kind of pleasure-destroy 
not him for whom Christ died"! 

Does someone contend, that such teaching is extrava:
gant and impracticable? That it involves the erection of 
impossible standards? That such self-denial requires an 

• unreasonable 'service? I remind you that, the difference 
between the very gr~atest and the very humblest of earth, 
is infinitesimal in compar,ison with the gracious and in
finite stoop of the Lord of glory when He died for, your 
sinful soul? And for one for whom He died will you do 
nothing? For one for whom He sacrificed everything,' 
will you sacrifice nothing? . 
. No, my standard is not impossible. Lt is the simple 
standard of the New Testament. To be a "living sacri
fice," to "be not ·conformed to this wodd," is our "reason
able service." It is for this we are here. For this we 
have been sent. I should be unworthy of my office were 
I t~ preach anytt:hing less. I must apply the principle' to 
myself; and I say frankly~' that If there ,be any pleas1!re 
upon which my heart is so set that it is more to me than 
the interests of a soul for whom Christ died, I am un
worthy of my office, and I ought immediately either to 
·resign that pleasure, or resign my office. And I say the 
same to the office-bearer,s in this church; I say it to the 
aeacons: If there 'be' a dea:con of this church who thinks 
more of an evening at the theatre, of the diversion of a 
gwme of cards, or of the pleasure of the dance, than of 
rhe interests of' a soul for whom Christ 'died, he is un
worthy of his office; and he ought immediately to resign 
either his pleasure or his office. And the same may be 
Sl!.id of Sunday sebool Iteachers 'and officers, and aiso of 
every me,mber of the church. The teaching of ~cripture 
requires that every interest in life should be subordinated 
to ,the purpose of the Cross-which is, that they should 
be ·saved for whom Christ died. For any of us who call 
ourselves disciples of Christ, there is but one course com
patible with love and loyalty to Christ, and that is to 
resolve that by His grace, and by the might of His· Spirit 
in the inner man, we will put Him always and everywhere 
first; that 'We will live to rea,llize the purpose of the Cross 
in our own: lives, and in the lives of others; that we will 
lose our lives ,for Christ's sake, that thus we may find 
them. 

As I thus closed my meditation, a thought occurred to 
me, it may have been a day-dream-I said to myself: 
"What if some young man should rise in his pew before 
aU the congJ,"egation ,and say; 'I have here and now re
solved tJlat henceforth at all costs, I wiU it). all things put 
Christ first'-if such a thing should occur, who knows 
how many wottld follow his example, and perhaps the 
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revival we have longed and prayed for would come 
to-day." Shall we not all resolve to rededicate ourselves 
to the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord. and 
from this forward, put Rim a.lways first? 

(As the conclusion of the sermon was reached, a young man under 
the gallery rose and said, "I would like to say, Pastor, that 1 have 
resolved to put Christ first," and In' a few moments a large number 
of men ~nd women rose signifying the same decision.) 

Note: T,his s'e'rmon, while being used of God to ibring bless
ing to many the Sunday morning it was preached, ,proved to 
be "the last straw" with otheTs, and Ultimately produced the 
upheaval in the. church, of which the entire· continent has 
heard; but which cle·ared' the way for the great blessing 
which the church has since experienced. While the serm'on 
has twice appeared in The Gospel Witness, it is still being 
asked for, and we· reprint to me·e't the requests that are 
reaching us. 

. 
THE GRACE THAT REIGNETH UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

:- A Sermon 

by the Rev. Thomas T9dhunter, M.A. iW' 

Vicar of Dacre, Cumberland, Some time during the last half of the eighteenth century (The Editor's great·great·grand
father). Printed from a manuscrip,t in the Editor's possession dated 1768. 

"That as sin hath reigned unto de·ath, even so mi~ht grace reign throu.gh righteou!lness unto eternal 
life by Jesus IChrist our Lord."-Romans 5:2J.. 

The Apostle, from the twelfth verse to the end of this 
chapter, draws a parallel betwixt Adam and Christ; 
and plainly proves that as Adam's· transgression 
entailed misery, condemnation and death upon all his 
posterity, '01" upon all his natural seed; so Christ 
conveys righteousness and eternal -life upon all his 
spirjtual seed·. He all along represents Adam as a 
type' Of Christ in 'his public capacity, and shews how 
far the benefi t ·of the second covenant, which was 
made with Christ, exceeds or stretches' beyond· the sad 
effects of the first cOVenant, which was made .with 
Adam, and in which covenant ·the whole human race 
was included. And the parallel or comparison is' con
c1ude<;J. with -these important ,vords, "That .as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our· 
Lord", in which words, these four things ar~. ob
servable: first, the extent of Adam's sin,-unto death; 
secondly, _ the source of' man's salvation-grace; 
thirdly, the efficient or procuring cause of that sal
vation-the righteousness (jf Christ; and lasl1:ly,' the. 
effeCt or consequence of all~eternal life. 

I. 
LET us OBSERVE THE EXTENT OF ADAM's SIN, VIZ., 

UNTO DEATH. 
The death here spoken of, mus,t mean a depr,ivation 

of the holy and happy life of soul and body: a loss of 
the image and favour of God, and; of the communion 
with Him which he enjoyed, and which, if Adam had 
continued in his a,1legiance; would have been confirmed 
to ham with rich advantage for ever. Accordingly 
upon Adam's sin he· was liable not only to diseases 
and d'eath of the body, but also to inward dread and 
horror of soul, under a sense of djvine wrath, as ap
peared in his 'being afraid, and seeking to hide himself 
from the presence of the Lord. 

By means of our first parent's transgression alI the 
humal1 race is corr-upted and defiled-all mankind are 
subject to temporal afflictions and death.-For thus 
St. Paul imdeniably proves the ~ruth of it in the twelfth 
verse of this ·chapter, "as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; 'and so death passed 
upon all men, for ,.that" (or as it ought to be rendered) 
"in whom all have sinned," that is, as by the fiJ,"st man 
Adam, who was the father of us all, and with whom 
the covenant was made in innocency for himself al1d 

posterity, sin entered, and was propagated from hiin 
to all the inhabitants olf the 'world, and became the 
source of alI the in.iquity, that has ever sit1ce been 
found among mankind; and as death, inclusive of. all 
the miseries of this life, made its way into the world 
by his ·first sin, so death passed, in alI its hideous' 
forms, to the whole human race through him in 
whom they alI sinned as in their public head and 
representative. That Adam'S! sin is transmitted and 
imputed to alI his 'children in every.generadon, appears 
from hence. Be/cause death exercises its sway over' 
all orders and degrees of men, nay, it reigns over' 
infants who .have not committed any sin, who are not 
capable of Slinning after the similitude of Adam's trans
gression.\i\Then we come into the world we are prone 
to all .evil, and averse to alI good; the moment we 
breathe we are liable to condemnation. Many of our 
modern adv,ocates for moral rectitude affirm that we 
are born with good dispositions,; but that we receive 
bad impressions and contract vicious habits from' 
example.' and not from any natural propensity in us 
to do evil: J)t~t how wadely diff·erent is this portrait 
from the 'colours wlherein we are painted in the holy 
s'criptures! There we are represente<;J., !'by nature the 
children of wrall:h". There we are said .1:0- be brutish in 
our knowledge, Jeremiah ten: fourteen,. to "be born like 
a wild ass's coIt", which is not only a stupid, but stub
born and refractory animal; neither possesses valuable 
qualities by nature, nor w.ill easily receive them by 
discipline. ~ The scriptur·e tells us that "they go astray 
as soon as they be born, speaking lies." And I a!)peal 
t'o all who have the management of children, whether 
this is not true with regard to all children, yea, from 
the sons and daughters of the grandee, to the offspring 
of the meanest peasant. Vlhich is a plain proof that 
this unhappy bias 1S derived from their parents, rather 
than caught from their neighbours; that it is owing 
not to the influence of external exampJ.es, but to a 
principle of internal corrupti'on. . 
. But perhaps some may say, that it is inc<;>nsistent 
with the justice 01£ God, to mak,e us parties in a cove
nant, which we did not agree to, and to condemn us 
for a crime whi<;h 'ye never committed. 

I think there is no cause for 'any complaint of 
injus,tice when we insist upon the sovereignty of an 
all-creating God, and his unquestionable right t.o do 
lvhat He will with His own. Did He not condescend. 

J 
1 
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to transact \vith man in the honour.able way of a cove-., merely, to the good will and favour of God. And in the 
nant? vVere not the terms 'Qf this co,renant perfectly third chapter of this same epistle, verse two, the gos
easy' and wonderfully gracious? The condition on pel is called the_grace of God; because it is a dispen
man's part was the .free enjoyment of millions Of sation of mercy and free favour to sinners of mankind; 
blessings and pleasures, with only the prohibition of be-cause it discovers· the riches of God's grace and 
one indulgence, compassion, in providing a full and free salvation. 

In order to see a lively rep·resentation of the justice Again, St. Paul in his epistle to u'itus has these im
of the Dei~y, let us consider a little the decisions of portant words; "The grace of God that' bringeth sal
human equality. A father being degraded, all his vation hath appeared to all men," that is, the gospel 
dignity is lost both to himself' and to his children, of the grace of God, which is the effect of His free 
those unborn; as well as those who are in being: in favour and compassion towards us, hath now s~one 
him they all forf.eit their fortunes, and all the advan- forth in all its glory and splendour, like the sun, upon 
tages of civil' society; because the offence of their all nations, and in every way calculated to 'glorify its 
father hath occas.ioned their deprivation of them. Author, to save and reform the chierof sinners. "The 
What then have they done to merit such' tr·eatment, grace ·of God that bringeth salvation"; observe here, 

. which we have not equally done to merit such dis- that the grace of God was pri·or and antecedent to the 
pensations whicl~ we experience, in consequence of gift of His Son :-the death- of Christ did not, as many 

. our descent from our first ancestor? And what right' imagin~, purchase or: procure the love of God, for. then 
have we boldly to criticize upon the unfathom.able God would indeed be a tyrannical being. But He "so 
decrees of div'ine justice? "Vhat w,rong or injury have loved the world, that he gave hi;; only begotten Son, 
we received at the hands of God? He created the first that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
man so per,fect, He rendered the task so ea.sy to him but have evel"'lasting life,. (John three: sixte'en): And 
?f preserving to himself and all his' posterity that again: "Herein is love, not ,that we loved God, hut 
Immense treasure which He had· committed to. his that he loved us, and, sent his Son to be the propitia
own personal disposal, that we cannot surel;y com-.· tion. for our sins." By. which it plainly appears 
plain at seeing our destiny' involved in Adam's. Had that God's sending His Son to execute the work of . 
he continued in that situation in which his God placed redemption, was not from any eonsideration of pra
him, he would iii consequence have been rewarded in vious love in us, but was entirelv the effect or con
all his posterity. Original righteousness would have sequence of His preventing l'ove, and unmerited grace. 
been a common i.nheritance, and we should then have The original source or fountain, 'then, of all the 
blessed the divine Goodness, for having included iri blessings o·f salvation, is to be ascribed to the grace 

,him the happiness of the human race. "Vhy therefore, or favour of God. Salvation, both in the root and 
'because we have forfeited that felicity, which he was b,ranches is entirely of grace. The scripture ascertains' . 
invested with for .our 'sa:kes, as well as his own: be- this great t~utn by many cogent testimonies. Election 
cause human lia'ture is become sinful in its branches, is of grace: "Havin'g predestined us unto the adoption 
as well as in its origina:l stock: why, I say, should of children by Jesus Christ .to himself, according to' 
we rise up rebellious against divine Justice? ''''le the good pleasure of his will". Equally gracious is our 
have lost nothing to which we have any 'claim or. vocation: God "hath called us with an holy calling, 
right; why do we complain? ''''l e pro'fess many b!ess- not according to our works, but according -to his own 
ings which are free gifts'; why are we not thankful? purpose and grace". From hence springs justification 

But notwithstanding after all the cavils of human w.ith an i.ts attendant privileges: "Being justi.fied freely 
pride and human reason, 'both scripture and daily by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
experience coricur to inform us, that we are shapen in Jesus." The consummation of blis's flows from the 
iniquity ~nd conceived in sin, that by:t.he first man's same Source: "The gift' of Goel is eternal life". It is in 
disobedience we were all constituted sinners, prone to' every respect a gift; not only wit'hout, but contrary to 
evil and made subject to death; that all mankind. are all desert of ours. So ,that the \foundation is laid in the 
upon a perfect level, equally subject to punishment, . riches of grace: the superstructure is reared by the 
equally liable to condemnation, for we are all gone 'hand of grace: and when the top-stone is br·ought 
out of the way, all become transgressors before God, forth when our felicity is completed in the kingdom 
"Vho' is "of purer ~yes than to be~old' evil." of heaven, the everlasting acclamation will be, Grace, 

grace unto it! . 
II. 

Nor shall we have any reason to' complain, if we 
consi~ler THE ORIGIN AND SOURCE OF MAN's SALVATION, 
GRACE. . 

The word' grace has been much misinterpreted and 
abused .. Many hav~ imagined it to be some principle' 
implanted in man, or something offered to him which 
he is to improve t·o the best advantage. But if these 
people would pay more attention to the scriptures than 
to their own deluded imaginations, they would. find 
that the plain, simple meaning of the word Grace, is 
favour, mercy, good will-, 6r compassion. For instanc'e 
when St. Pat!~ tells ,the Ephesians' that "by grac~ 
are ye saved , he undoubtedly- means that their 
salvation is entirely a free and undeserved gift, owing 

III. 
But thirdly, though gra'ce is the fountain and 

source of salvation, though it is of God's mercy and 
c,:ompassion that we are any ·of us saved; yet this grace 
must run in its proper channel: and as God is per
fectly just as well as infinitely merciful, He cannot 
save a sinner without, at the same time, shewing 
Himself perf·ectly just in -so doing .. · The next thing,. 
therefore, to b~ considered is the EFFICIENT AND PRO
CURING CAUSE, OR THE METHOD llY '¥HICH THIS GRACE 
IS CONVEYED, which is by righteousl1ess, even -the -tran
scendently glori-ous righteousness c;f Christ '¥ho was 
the Head ·of the second covenant, as Adam was of the' 
first. 

, , , , 
.' 

.. 
\ 
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The case is this. We have already seen that we alI _ 
fell in Adam; that 'We have all bro~en God's most holy 
and pure law; that Jews and Gentiles al'e all under 
sin; and obnoxious to punishment. How is it possible, 
then, that we should ·be restored to the favor of God, . 
when we cannot so much as think a' good thought? 
We are no't to ifnagine that God, in justifying us, will 
either set aside, or so' much as relax the precepts of 
His own law; for then it would not 'be so venerable as 
the law of the Medes and Persians which aItereth not. 
How then must' obedience, a proper and pe·rfect obedi
~nce be paid to the divine law? God's own Son ac
complishes the great work. As it was impracticable 
by us it was. consigned over to Christ. He Who led a 
perfectly Iholy and righteous -life, free from the Ieast 
-mixture of imperfection, He, I say, came to fulfil alI 
'righteousness in our stead. He obeyed the precepts of 
that law, whioch is a bright representation of God's 
'most pure natul'e, a perfect draught of His most 'holy 
will, and never 'since the faIl has been perfectly ex
emplified in any living charac~er, but only in the Man 
Christ Jesus. " ' 

Let us duly and seriously .consider the full ex
tent of this law, as it is delivered by our Saviour in' 
His sermon on. the mount, that it requires truth in 
the inwaro parts, that it insists llIpon .absolute perfec
tion, inev-er:y instance, and upon all occasions, from 
the beginning ,to the very ·end of our lives. Let us at
.tend to this, and we shaH have the gl'eatest reason to 
.celebrate and adore the goodness of God, Who, in His 
immens'e mercy, and unsearchable wisdom, has found 

. out a method, at once, to satisfy the unalterable law, 
and save insolvent man. So it is,.written that Ohrist 
jesus "became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross .. " That is, He, through the whole 
·course of :gis Hfe, paid obedience to, the demands of 
the divine law, both in fuIfilling its precepts and sus
taining its curse. And this is what is meant by the 
l"ighteousness of Christ: and this is the righteousness, . 
through which grace is said to reign in the words of 

. -my text. Grace is the source, and the righteousness of 
,our Redeemer is the me·ritoriou:s -cause of our salva
tion. But perhaps it may b~ enquired: How the obedience 
of anot'her ·can relieve my, distress? How indeed! 
but by God's .transferring my guilt to Him, and imput
ing His obedience to me. By 'this method the thing 
is clearly and completely effected. And this is the 
meaning of the scripture which says, "He hath made him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we migh~ be 
made the righteousness of God in him." So that if the 
.death infliicted on the first Adam included ev·ery evil 
-consequent upon the falI, the obedience and dell-th of 
the second Adam includes every blessing and advan
tage needful 1,or our recovery. That is, if we feII or 
were ,condemned' for a sin ",vthich we did not commit, 
we al'e saved by a righteousness which we have no 
hand in performing. \iVhere then is the injustice of our 
being included in the cov·enant made with Adam; 
:since if we only believe the gospel we are made par
ta~ers of 'the benefits of the covenant made with 
Christ? . 

God might have granted us remission 0'£ sins, by 'a 
mere act of sovereign prerogative; but then where 
would have been the authority due to His law or the 
·satisfaction due to Hi'S justice? He could never have 
appeared both just and merciful ,in perfecti~n, any 

other way than by the obedience and d~ath of, His 
Son. Here all the divine attributes sweetly harmonize. 
Here we have a display not only of infinite love and 
mercy, ,but of inflexible justice and incomprehensible 
wisdom. And this is the meaning of such passage!? as 
these: "Mercy and truth are met together; righteous
ness and peace have kissed each other." "If we con
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from alI unrighteousness", 
What, without receiving any satisf,action from the 
offender or his surety? How, then, can He be 
faithful and just in forgiving sin? Nay, by the pun
ishing sin in His own Son Who was our Substitu.te; 
by demanqing and receiving obedience to the law 
from Him \Vho undertook to fulfil all righteousness 
in our stead. But how much more extensive is _ the 
reign df grace than that of sin. ,Sin reigns unto 
death; but grace reigns unto eternal life, a life of 
holy communion with God in this world, to be crowned 
with an eternal fruition of Him in another. \iVhich is, 

IV. 
The fourth and last thing I was to consider, viz., 

THE END AND CONSEQUENCE OF ALL, ETERNAL LIFE. 
(Here is room to treat this matter very largely; but 
a's my weakness o:f ,body wiIf not permit me, I shaII 
handle it with great brevity.) 

The first Adam brought sin with all its attendant 
miseries into the world. Christ, Who is caIJed the 
second Adam, made a full and complete atonement 
for it. The first Adam corrupted all the· human race 
and disqualified them to perform any righteousness. 
The se'cond Adam fulfilled alI righteousness for us, 
and imputes 'it to all believers. The first Adam sub
jectt;d us to death, and made us slaves to Satan'. The 
second Adam destroyed death and him that had the 
po:wer ()if death, the Devil, and brought immortality 
and eternal life to light by the gospel. The first Adam 
deprived both himself and all his posterity of the favour 
of God. The second Adam made peace by the blood 
of His Cros!i, has restored us to the divine favour. and 
taken possession of the mansions of eternal briss, 
where He is gone to prepare a place for us: where we 
shall be .free from all evil, having nojnward corruption 
to waste and destroy the body, no enemies any longer 
to oppose or struggle with, for "God shall wipe away 
all. teats from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former things are passed 
away." _ "vVe shall be like him; for we shall see him 
as he is'." vVe shall1be transformed into God's amiable 
and -divine, image-we shall s~e Him, no longer 
through a glass darkly, but face to face. \iVe shaII 
receive the clearest manifestation of His ineffable 
holiness and glory, which wiII have just the sa):11e 
effect upon our souls as the imprinted seal has upon 
the melting wax. ., 

\iVhen we perceive the odious depravity of our 
nature; when we discern the horrible. iniquity 'of our 
lives, we may say: Has sin abounded? As undoubtedly 
it .has, in our heart and in our life: yet grace has much 
more abounded, in the obedience of our Redeemer. Nay, 
has sin reigned? exerted its malignant power in/the most 
destructive manner; rendering us subject unto death 
itself? Even so has grace reigned,' exerted its benign 
efficacy, in a manner far more triumphant, and far 
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m9re extensive; no.t· only res'cuing us from guilt and 
ruin, but restoring us to everlasting life and glory. 
And all this riches of grace is. disco'vered to us in a 
way of equity every ,'vay consistent with the divine 
perfections; all is effected by the righteousness, the 
complete meritorious righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

And no,V' I appeal to your consciences, whether the 
scheme of redempti,on revealed to us in the scriptures, 
is not the grandest, noblest and most magnificent that 
could be contrived! Every way worthy of its divine· 
Author. Every way calculated for the glory of God 
and the comfort of sinners. Nay, ilf sin and misery 
had not entered, we shouJ.d never have seen the divine 
glory shine in this salvation! Many ,of God's attri
butes would have been entirely concealed from us. 
For if sin had not taken place, God's boundless 'mercy 
and aH-sufficiency to save had never been manifested; 
nor had His wisdom and power ever been displayed 
.in bringing the .greatest good out of the greatest ~vi1. 
The apostle speaking in thi's very chapter of the 
happiness of those who are reconciled to God by Jesus 
Christ, adds, verse twelve, For this, namely, that this 
brightest discovery of .the divine glory, this highest 
perfection of human happiness might take place, "sin 
entered into the world". For though sin has reigned 
unto death; yet grace reigns with uncontrollable 
sovereignty, and with the brightest glory, to eternal 
life as the reward of that righteousness· wrought for 
us by Jesus Christ our Lord. May we then be humbled 
under a ~ense 00£ our guilt and ruin by Adam's fall: 
an.d be thankful for the door of hope, which is opened 
for us in the gospel, by the supet:abounding grace of 
God! And may we take heed of denying imputed sin, 
as ever we 'Would not exclude Qurselves from the 
benefit of imputed righteousness. 

N ow to God the Father, God j:he Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost, be ascribed aU honour and glory, power' 
and dominion, now. and for evermore, Amen. ., 

MY IMPRESSION OF JARVIS ST. BAPTIST CHURCH. 
(IContin:ued from page ,5.) , 

choir was led by Mr. W. J. Hutchinson, together with the organ 
anI()! m-Clhestra whose mous.ic we 'heard, 'tihJl'ough IIIIIbplifiers 
severallb~oc'ks' down the tlotreet. At the close' of the' selrm.'Oon 
'M! followed the P>a!sif;or's method of extending an iinlyi,tlaJtion 
to accept Christ.. Boys a.nd .girls, men I&n~ WIOIIIlelll, c'ame for
waxdllllld pubHc1y co.ntfessed 0'11'1" ad'OraMe Lord! JesIIlS. Ho,w 
our hearts. were fill~, ami OUT s'OWs ifuri;Hedi, withadJoring 
wonder Oif the Ohrist 0If gll()ry Wlhio SItooped down t'O elartili 
to sna.tch poor iheill-deserving smners from ete!l'lD8!l ruin. 

As the gIl"Q>'I; congreg>aJtion poured rut of the ,building we 
ISJOIOn diSCJOlVered ,some old friends'. We were happy 00 greet 
OruT brother in the LO'l'd, Mr. P,. J. Smith, of Wi'llllldpeg, woo 
camJei neIaX delalth's door as' Ithe resul,!; of ,the DeISI Modnres 
Univell'lS'ity mOlts; and 'llIllother dan of Ha.miq't<ms, f,rom, Be~-
faslt, lrelaind. . 

As the afternoon wore on, we tried ,to visualize the even
ing c<mg.reg'ation. I,t was ,the coWest Sunday- of itftle year in 
TOl'!OIlllI1o, thegrea.t P.a5Itor 00: Ibhe cih urch was oabseln:t, anid 
there were many COWl,tea- :a,ttractio'lls' in; the city; but in spi,te 
of it Il!Il, this- great Clhu1"Ch was plllCked Ibo th:e doom u.ps'tai!l"S 
and! doW'll. And' how the blessing of ItJhie Lorn came I\lPOill 
that C!l"ow. Again we gave an invi'tati'O!lll and heM the usual 
after-meetin!g, when men and women~ stricken with grief 
on acoorunit of sin, sobbed out >their cioInifessdon of faith in a 
CIl"Ilcifiedi, rieietnl, 8111.d e.xa1'ted' ,Saw01lr.. . 

We wOlllderedi Wlha.t .the ISeCil"eI; of it aU was. To-night we 
fournd it at 8 o'clock, when men and WlOIRIIElIII> cIamJe together 

':fur pmy>e'l"-onily prayer; and! 1Jhey agonized with God until 
after Iben o'cJ'OClk. JSucn an 'atmosphe!l"e makes it hard fu'l" 

men to sin, and e'asy to' live ,fO!l" God. S'till anbther cause' 
for the evident favour of God upon this work is that the 
preachell" is' a m.'BiI! of the Boo,k. He is fuHy 'aware' that· 
specUlative ulli1lera!Il~ never WOiIIJ a ·soul. He beili.eVelS' 'with 
all.n'is lreaJrt the WIO:rdS! q-f OruT Lord Jews, "And l, if I be 
lifteJd up .f'OO'm the earth, wUI d!l"aw all men -unto> mle." The 
Pasto,r of Jwrvis· Sltreet Churc!h is the most unseltiJsih soul I 
ever kneW-humble, kind~ wilse', and· good,; fi,rm &>nd srtead-· 
.:fast and 'Il!ll/sJha:keru in Ibhe thi'lllgs: 'Of God. 
. On beinig invi,teld here we reques>fied that a ,m!eetiIIIg be

arramged f.or e,acih night, but welre imOr·m.ed that iIlhe, 'P!l"o-' 
g,ramme of the' cihrurch is ISO inrtemSlel th8Jt there are meetings
every evening but Friday. MOM'ay night we 'addresSJed a 
cl"owd of' Sundray School teache!I'lS' :and workie!l"S' tbtalt packed. 
the lecture hall, on ne'Xt Su.nJday'sl less,O'llJ; TuesdaJyl, 'the Open 
Meeting 'of the W.omen's wO!l"k; Tuesd'ay nighlt, the great. 
prayer meeti'Illg; 'Wednesday night, 'a cl'8JSS of two O'l" iIlhree
hound-red children :and y'oung ,peooplle; ThlUrsdia.y 'evening, the' 
Bible Le'CtU'l'lei; Saturlday, IlIllIo.thelr grelat seas,on of pr~r-' 
then comes SUM'aY, the great day of the feast. 

No moan OT WOmaill can be the samle' :after !bemg m an. 
atmosphere suC'h as this. Not only Toronto, but 'Canada, the 
Undlbed S.ua.teIs" EnJglanid:, IIl'>e~llIlld, Sootl>aru:i, F,rance, BeI-~ 
giu!ln',anid Gemn;a:ny, throb with the s,pdritual impulse tha.t. 
beats in the hea,.rl lof th,is Goo'-fearing pea-pIe tlhiIlough its 
missionary intell"ests and its printed messages in The Gospel' 
Witness. 

And whlart shaH we s'ay of the TO!l:onto Baptist Sem-in-airy,. 
housed in the' building adjoining the church, with its nine 
profes'SO!l"lSi 'and i'lllSlbructors; and,' while 00l'1y. 1JhJr.ee· yeJlll"'S' old, 
has 'a l'egistI'ation- of eignty 'studen>trs. What a power 'fuis: 
uncompl"!l!Ind!si'li!gBaptilSt sellnin'llil"Y wiU Ibe to the chu~ehes· 
of Oanadla 'a:nJd. the Startes> in yelaTS. to come! The ,Ba:ptists, 
of Austin, MinlDesl().ta, C9nsi$I:~ iiI; a speci'a:l privHege 'bo Ibe' 
permitted in thedT small' way Ito SU'PPOTt this g"OIod wolri!: •. 
Dr. Stockle>y', ill: man Igreatly beloved, is the ihono'llirable 
Dean,' O!llIe wihlOSie ,rare piety and deep kn'Owledge of spiriItuail.. 
things is! 'Well lrnio,wn iIII t'he, miniJSltedal ,a.nd. missiO:ll'aTY' 
circles of ibhe ·B'l'itish Empire.' In these C1ompromis:i!llJg an!d' 
a:postate da.Y'S It'hd>s f.a.ithful 'and Ioya'l ,school of the prophelts· 
·is destinled to be the oUJ1lstandiillJg Baptist sem-inary of' 
America·., . 

A :pee'p hwo the offices 'of the ClhrurCiru reveials a sibail' :of Ulll-
. tiring se'CrerilaTi:es' and' worikers b1lJSli:ly eiIllglaged! in the
routine 'WOll"k, so' enthus:iJastic' in· ,1ihe!ir task ,they Sle'ldiom· know 
when Ito turn out the lights ami'.goo home. Rev. L. C. White-· 
law and Rev.· A. H. Barha.m rairbhfuUy care fo!l" tlhe wsita-
tionJ 00: the flock . , 
- If yO'll 8!l"e plannmg a: "Vlacat.io;n thds summell", 'YOU wiH be
greatly :p'l"o'fitted by a Sund'ay O!l" a 'Welek spen't 'art J!lIa"Vis Srt~ 
HaptilSt Church. -
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_tltbt: .1in.ton .aptt~t Wttnt~£) 
These pages (14 and 15) are the Official organ of the,.Un ion of Regul~r Baptist Chuches in Ontario ~nd Quebec. 

337 Jarvis St., Toronto, Canada. 

Commu,nicat·io'lls for this'department' 
should be addressed dircct to W. Gor
don Brown, Box 502, Orangevillc, Ont_ 

W. GORDON BROWN, Editor. 

UI·ncidents of .recent 'ha.ppen'ing and DALESVILLE. 
of interest to aU were described to the Our ·brethren .of the Dales-ville Church 
meeting, in every case leading u'p too a have suffered a great I.oos.s in the passing 
r.eques·t for pmyoer. Tohese Fundwnen-' ()of Mr. Georrge F. Cald'el', foUo.wi;ng a 

'" '" '" '" taHsts beUeve in ·pray·er. ·Perhaps· :the lingering il:lIlless. Rims.elf a .gl"aduate 
MID-WINTER CONFERENCE. most s·tringent test of a Fundamemalist of McGill Univ.ersity, a·nd a Iawyer of 

~ is this', 'Ooes he pray?' EveTy' point 
The Mollltre·al-OItta·wa ,and Dilstri'ct Bit wbicli we. take issue fvom the mooern- distinlction, 'he occupied numerous a·nd 

Assocl'atl-on of R la BQ·'Ptl·D·t ''''-'!Urch~s h()onored positioIlls in ibis own community, . _ e·~u ; " a VU ~ is,t, is a proof.ess.ion of our fai.th in the 
IS a live orgamzati}on. On r.ruesd~y, supernatural; and, every professIon of so tha!t the local pa'Per Slay·s. that .their 
J~nuarry 28th, 'ther heM thel~ .mad- fiaith in the supern.atu'l"a:l m!Ust be ·town has' lost i,ts "most honoured' citi
wmter con'.f.e;ence. In the Bu~klllfglham matched with a c01lJSiste,nt practice of. zen"_ The funeral service was' h:eld in 
Churc'h; and I·n SPite .of t~e fact that the prayer. Sc'hemes of men .need no prayer the DalesvHle Chureh, where it was 
member churche'S a~e Widely scattered·, to run them, but Ghl'iSlti.amlrty. can only conducted by the Pastor, Rev. Arthur 
the attendance' w~. good. In .the after- . be lived !by the power of God. Penman, aSlSisted' by Rev. Mr. 'CO'IlSeIllS, 
noon the. enter.tam~ng paSltor, Rev. M. with the' .buHding packed beyond ca·p&-
Doherty, welcomed the delegates, and "The eve,ning ISless,ion was' an evan- city. Our laite. brother was .a .staunch 
conducted the e!a'rly part of the s.es·sion. gelistic service, Rev. H. S. Bennett, of Bap1;i$.t aDld a fiI1m friend ·of our m.o-ve
Rev. W. R. M·ackay, of Pembro.ke,· gave Ottervil'le, preaching with earnestness ment from. i,ts inception. It was years 
a practical .and helpful ·outline· of the and 'appeal for sinners to accept Jesus ago that 'he saw the beginning of the. 
Firs.t Ep,istlte !()~ John. When' he was OhriJslt, Se·veral' 'SIpiriltual !B'Ongs were drift toward Mooernism in the Baptist 

'Well on with his address, a contingent rE.'ndered andl ,p.ro.ved to be an uplift to denomintaltion'. We pray th'a·t God may 
fvom Obtawa arrived, the.ir chartered all pres,ent."-R. E. Jonles', SecretaTY. l'Iaise u.p o~her brethven .in Da.lesviUe, to 
bus having had difficulty with the :sn<O'W. * * '" '" car.ry 'on the work laid down Iby ·one who 
'Rev. Jas .. Hall, t.he President, introduced has been pro,moted to hig-her service. 
Rev. Mr. Davis of the Moody Bibl'e Int... 
s'titute staff, who had been in Ottawa 
on business, and. had be·e·I1-.gl'ad to- accept 
an invi,tation to accompanJy' the dele
g·ates; there'llpon Brother Davis lsang a 
solo and gave an enc-ouTlaging wovd' of 
testimony. Mr. Han himself delive·red 
the second address, 'which was also, ex
pository, being a cal'a.f.ul outline of the 
Epistle !to the Co}olssians. After 'su'Pper, 
Re·v. A. Pentman led the 'Soong 'service, 
during Wlhich Mr. Davi,s agai.n gave! ·a 
messa.g.e of s'ong. He was f.oJIoiWeld by 
Pastor W. McArthuT, in a devoti'Onal 
addTeE"s on' "The Uncha'llJgi.IlIg Christ". 
Mrs .. McLellan, who·, with her husband, 
had succeedoed in arriving from Ottawa, 
by their -own car in time for the even.
ing service, .gave another :message in 
song. Rev. C. H. Leg·gettdieliVowed the 
concluding adl}'1'es'S, which pled' fox 
iulTer consecrati'on on .the_ part of ~God's 
people, with a view to re.vi-va.l. lot is 
planned to hold the .summer conference 
in Calvary Churc'h, Ottawa, 0 and ·already 
the brethren ·are anticipati'llJg anoother 
time of glori-ous f·eHowsihip_ 

'" * 
CONFERENCE IN SPRINGFIELD. 
ThE.' February meeting of the Pasto.rs' 

and Peop1e's Oonference of Hamilton
Brantford 'and District was a time ·of 
very 'bles's'ed f'eUows'h'ip in tihe Spring
field .Church, where many dele:gates 
assembled in .s'Pi,te -of drifted ·road·s. The 
morning ses,sion of p'rayer 'WIas a n·me 
of refreshing, and. was accompan~ed' by 
an address -on s.cripturd answers ;to 
prayer, presented by Rev. Donald Fra:ser. 
During !the afternoon, Rev. A. J. Love
d'ay led "the considemtion of the ele
ments of life in the ·early churoh, which 
made ·them a power, and which <Should 
also be present in the churches of Christ 
to-day, if bhey are to enjoy ,the· .bless
ing -of God. 

LONDON. 

BleSlSiIllg continues on the work of 
Wortley Road, ,whe·r.e Rev. T. J. Mitchell 
is pastor. On February 2nd, three boys 
came forwa'l"d, con1lessing the Lord 
J'esus; and .on February 9th, IS. young 
lady made pl'lofession of faith. The 
memhers are carrying on another house 
to hoU'se dis,tr.ibuti'on of tl"oots. 

In the work .of Central Ohuroh, Pas
tor James McGinlay is preaching to a 
fiull theatre··,sunJdlay nights. From Janu
ary 26th to F,ebruary 9th, sixteen proo
fessed to rece·ive Ohrist in this place. 
The work of the buHdi·ng is ,going stead
ily forward; !the el'ectric wiring is in, 
and plastering is <proceeding. This 
means ·an increa'sing bUI'l.de·n, fi'nancially, 
and a. continuance in prayer, ,s.piri·tually. 

'" '" 
CHATHAM. 

"In respons'e' to our last broadcast; 
Iettel"s have heen -pouring dn f.l'otn at! 
over the Western s-ection 'of this' pro
vince, -and also !f.l'om the neighboming 
state·s of Michigan, etc. ·Man.Y' of these 
have been fvom shut-ins ·a·nd some from 
Old Conventi()on Baptists Who ·appreciate 
ou.r mesls'age. We will 'be Oil! the' air 
a.gain next Sunday aftel'Jl!oon at 1:30 
over OFCO, and once m'Ol"e 'WIe invite 
Regular Ba'Ptists to liSiben .iDl on wave
~ength 247.9 metres, 1210 kiIocycles."
W. N. Charl,t()on, ·Pa.stor. 

'" 
HARTFORD. 

MISSION ARY LEWIS. 
A recent letter fr.olm Mi·ssioDla·ry A. J. 

Lewi:s: tells how he is faiothf.uIly carry
ing on a Gospel testimony ag·ai·ns-t great 
odds. The Bass'a boys who ·abtend his. 
day school, ·are hearing the Bible 
stories, ;ag, wen 'as learning to . read and 
write. Pray for them, vhat from them 
may come flaming eva.ngelists who will 
bear the torch ·of s.alvation to the whole 
tribe. 

'" '.'" 
THE LImiT OF LIFE IN LIBERIA. 

The ElHtOT-in-Chief and, we· are sure, 
all our readers had a good laugh over 
the Iast reopor.ted 'extl'lacts from the let
ters of Mrs. H. L. Davey, .oUll' lady mis'
sionary in Lrberia. . And now come s-ome 
more, which we present for Y'0ur amuse
ment, your ·iIlifo'l'lna'bion and, what is 
more, your responsibiUty in prayer. 

Toothache. 
. "I 111m writing this Ietter," saYiS ou.r 

cheerful missionary, "while .between 
times talking :to ·a .mall' 'With a tooth
ache; so ple·ase excuse jerkJS. Tohis poor 
old town-llIl·aster has molars that need 
to be extrac·ted, bwt we .haven't fOl'Ceps; 
so I have plugged! the 1io'otih with a little 
swab of j,odin~, :and he is SlPlutteriIllg 
and groaning, muc'h to the 'amusement 
of a large crowd .of ch.ildven, whoo wel
come e'ach gr.oan wi'bh s·hdek.s of laugh
ter. Now I have Ito s'bop aga.in, tWOO .more 
paltiell!ts have arrived. . . _ . 

"They iII'ave just .gone, together with 
Because ·of illnes-s ()1l! the part .of Rev. another one who arrived wh'i'le I WJa.S 

R. Guthrie, the c·om.mencement of looking after the two_ One of these 
special ·meetings ,in Hartforo 'had to Ibe .patIents was the hoy 'of whom I bold yO'll 
po.stpolred, but it was ,hoped to 'begin soone time ago. He is just sixteen·, bu,t 
last Sunday. Remelmber these ev;ange'l- is coV'e.red: with a horrible skin dise'ase,
iSltic effOTts in prayer: 'not a hair on his head, and his nails: just 
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a row of thick scales. Honestly, when 
he cam·e first, I felt ill when I looked at 
him' that w.as three ,months ago. He 
was' Tle·arly .mad with ,the i~tole'ra~le 
itch and pain ··bwt to-day he IS s·o d~f
ferent. The' skin trouble is entirely 
gone; the sores, whie~ were .grel!'t Ihol:es 
in his legs, are healIng, and h1~ na1tS 
and !lair are gro·wing. The boy IS cer·
tainly grateful. He has a little sister 
who is a leper, a·nd to-day he brought 
.all!oot-he1· little girl' foOl' Itreatment. She·, 
too· .has that 8IWful i:tch, and heT hands 
ar~ cove-red with bleeding sores, She 
has held them cl'amp€d s·o lOlllg that she' 
cried when I tried to straighten her poor 
little arm. We shall see what ·a syste
ni,a·tic course of. trea·tment will do f.or 
·her. My third patient. was. ~ woman 
with a bad a,bscess. TheIX commg ·to us 
shows their c·onfide·nce, aIlld, of course, 
means that they will come to the Gospel 
services ~that iIs my ·one ,stipula·tion: 
'1 give' you med,icine, you must- come 
and listen to God',s Word'. They do 
come ·and we pray they may believe. 

Sunday School. 
"We had a l~vely time'"loast Sundoay. 

The Sunday SchooI gr.ow.s and the' sand
tray lessons hold -their a,t;tention. We 
ha·d the s'tory ·of Cain and A'bel, and in. 
Bas-sa we :prodaimed that God's Word 
decl'ares '·without the· Ishedlding of blo·od 
there 1s' no reaniss·iolll of sin'. 

"You have .already heard aoout the 
accident through the exploding ·of the 
cannon on ·Chris·tmas Day. We have the 
badly injured man on ou'r veranda'h, and 
although it.is o'nly ·a we'ek since the 
accident the flesh is ~e'aling without ·a 
scar, and the only difficulty is h~s eY'es·. 
We we-re' ·afraid ,that he wo·p.ld be bUnd-, 
but aI'e treating ·him, and e'ach day there 
is an imp"l'ovemenJt. 

'CoOme toO Stay.' 
"Our endeavour to help the people· in 

their need .is' Islowly giving us a very 
warm place· in their hearts, 'and a couple 
of days ago, a !R.an came nop to· us and 
said, 'Weare ,glad y.ou came' to our 
country; we want you to stay a1ways'. 

"La~t Sunday, after .the Gos·p·el ser
vice, several res'ponded to t'he invitation 
to accept Christ. Just whether they 
really meant it, of cours-e, remailllS to be 
seen. HQrace (Re·v. H. L. Davey) is 
cc,mmencing a special clas'S for. these 
inquirers, and- I know ·that '!We- can count 
on the prayoers of the de-ar home frie·nds 
for a relal wo·rk of grace ·to start in the 
hearts of these people. . . . 

"New Year':s Day Mr. LeWlis ent·er
tained us :f.Or dinner, after whiteh we 
went fo·r a walk to several towns I had 
noll; seen. You s·ee, Mr. Lewis is .on the 
hill, the new m'issi'Qn site, aoout ·two 
mBes . from this town. I find' that the 
'walk of two miles eaeh way, is all I can 
do most day.s·; but y·esterday we must 
have -..v,alk·ed ten mileS altogether, and 
I was 'so tired 1 didn't want to mo·ve 
much af~er doing it. Lots of the people 
ha,d never .s·e'en ta white woman, ·and 
they crowd-ed around, wanting to see 
my long hall', and! some would !tQuch me 
to see what I felt like. I know 1lI0W 
what tl'e fat lady at the Exhiibition feeLs 
like!" . 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

OUR MISSIONARY BULLETIN. 
February 17th, 1930. 

Dear Brethren: 
The E~ecutive of .the Union 1).as fe1t 

foOl' a Io·ng time the need- ·of prese.nting 
to the churches s·ome· .plan by which the 
mis'si·onary interes'ts mioght he systemoa-
tic ally fqllowed. . 
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Ohio AS'sociation of independent Bap
tislt Churches 'alS<o has' its local a'~s'ocia
tio·n meetings. Fool' ins.tance, the Hebron 
As·s·ociation met in Lorann, where Rev. 
G. E. WHson is past·or, on January 28th, 
:and had a day of fine ,Christian feU-ow
Is'hip. 

The First Baptist Ohurch of StTou
thers, Ohi·o, which "fOol' yeal1s has heen 
a Bible Union Ohure'h", 'has now Joined 
wlth the Ohi-o Associ-ation. 

With this in mind, the office will i:s:sue 
about the 12th ·of each month a BulleltiIi 
givin.g the la·test news both from the 
home and foreign fields, to~tlhe'r _ with In .s:pecial m:eemngs held in 1;he Elyoria 
any other ind!ormation that calLs for Church, during the month of January, 
speci·a! prayer or thanksgiving. under the le·adoers'hip of P·astQr R. T. 

That the -hands of our miSlsi:onary Ketcnam, ninetY'-five pens OllIS made a 
rep'resentatives, both home and fo.rei-gn, public pIlofession ·of Chris.t. 
will be cOIIJ!'>tailitly uphe'ld ·by prayoer,.·U Spseial meeti.ngs als'o 'are .going en in 
is necessary that ,the constituency be In- North Akron, and up toO the time 'l"e
teoIli.gently i-nf.o.~ed of their prolhlems .. porterl, ,there 'have been tlhirty 'Profe-ssed 
and needs, and It IS, therefore, suggested conversiQlIiS. 
~hat .t.b-e Churehes: 

i. Set apart .one pray·er meeting 
each month for special prayer ·and 
considerati'on of the offi~s'S-i:Qnary 1W01"k. 

2. That based on the in:f.Qr.mation of 
th·e bulletin, the Pastor, Chairman 'of 
the Mis'sionary CQmllllIDbtee, .01' some 
other competent s'Pe'aker, ipr.esent .the 
missionary info·rmation. 

3. That f,Qllowing tbe Mis'siQnoary 
Prayer Me·e·ting, the Pastor, or suoh 
person als may be· appointed, read at 
the Sunday morning service; the Mis
sionary BuI'letin, that ,those not .pres
e-nt at the P.rayer Meeting may be 
appris·ed of cond,itioIlJs and- join the 
.others' in prayer for the WOT'k. 
It is' fur:ther suggeSited ,that the 

churches choose the third week in the 
month for this Missioiliary 'Pnyoer Meet
ing. The' BuUetin news wiH t'hen· be' up
to-date and there will ,be sufficient time 
:f.or the Ispeaker 'to prepare for tl:Ie pres
entation of it. 

Kindly let us 'know that Y'ou:r Ohurch 
Wlill co-operate and advise to whom tlre 
Bulleti,n should' be mailed. 

Your.s sincerely in His sierv.ice, 
(signed) W. ~. Atkinson. 

• • • • 
"THE SEMINARY ADVOCATE." 

Students of QUI' TorQnto Baptist 
Semina.ry are now publishing' a fiV'e page 
paper called The Se1ninary Advocwte, 
which, as the cover sheet slays, its· "set 
for tne defenoe of the .g.OIspel" (Plhmp
pi·a·ns 1:17). The one edi-ttOlli dloes, ·and 
we be.lieve that subsequent ed-iti·ons will, 
bIling the reader into close- touch with 
Seminary life. We .read therein "A 
Mes.sage from- the President", ·a mis
IdoIl!ary ·appeal, an ·origi·nal poean on "Be 
Ylieloded''', news' 'Qf "Studeilits Activ~ties" 
both of the ·men !and women s·tudenrbs, 
a·nd these' article's are i-ntersp,ersed with 
"Sembary ihumouT". AI'! 'Whio want to 
fee'l the beating. pulse ·of Sem1nal"Y' life, 
should w~ite in to Ed~r J. Fu:l'1ard, 337 
Jarvis St., Toronto, 2, enc10sing five
cents per editiQn. 

* • • • 
OHIO. 

The February issue of The Ohio Inde-
1Jendent Baptist shows that the general 

• • • * 

THE' PERSECUTION IN RUSSIA. 
q 

The following quotation from The 
Watchman-Examilner of January 23rd, 
is of special in1lel'est to thOiBe who Te
member the attendance ·of dele'gates 
from Soviet Russ'ra at a meeting 'held: in 
J'arvis Str.eet Baptist Church, during the 
Conv~tion of Baptist World' Alliance. 
last year: 

"Palll HutchiIIIS10n left RUSIsia late in 
the summer of 1929. Writing to The 
Ch"is'tian Hemld of his exp.erience he 
lSays: 'I was talking with ·a man who 
'probably lmows more 'about the condi
tion of the Baptis·ts iIll RWSlsia ·than any 
·other Ame·ric'an. He was largely re
:sPQnsible for ma1ci.i1g the 'arrMl-gements 
,by which a dozen RussI.an Baptists. were 
aUowed. with tlhe appareilib 'approval of 
the- So.viet g1overnment, -toO !attend the 
Oonvenrtton of ,the Baptist World Alli
ance held 'at T·()TIonto. He tQld' me that 
every. member .of the de·leg8Jtion was 
und'er arrest within tw·o weekis after his 
return toO Ru~ia; ·all but ·Qne· of them. 
have bee·n &eTlit intQ exile lin Siberia; 
the remaining 'Onle is u·nder what is 
called "home 'arrest". PraC'tic·ally everY 
Baptist teaclh·er in Great' Russi-a has 
heen ·exiled. Many taYimen, i-nc!'Udi·ng 
womeTl, have shared the same fate. The 
repre~ive movement is now paslSing into 
thie Ukraine and White·. Russ·m'." 

'" . . . 
STANLEY AVENUE, HAMILTON. 

Rev. C. J. Loney, Pas·toll' .of Stanley 
A ven-we Baiptist Chu·roh:, Hamilton, ore
:ports the Ispiritual tide in the life of bis 
church the hig1hest it 'has been duriIl!g 
the fifteen yeam of ibis .. paiSltorate. Con
V'elrs-ions ,are taking place at every set1'- • 

vice, Slamts alre being huilt up in thedT 
most 'ho.ly fa1tbh, 'and IBlCOres ,of ihe mean
,ber;s ar:e pub1ic1y c·onsecra'ti~g them
.S'elves afresh to the Pastor's strong 
spmtuaJ programme for the ohuTeh. 
The Goonnn:umon servi'Ces' are ·being 
la:rg'elly atbeIl!ded-, at whiich new mem
beI'ls 'wre bemg r:ooeiV'ed'. LMt Sunday 
evening six were ·.baptized; w!hdle 'llJIJlong 
thosie saved w.as a Greek ROTilian Cllitho~ 
Lre whose wife reeently oonfE!lSiSoe'd' Ghrist. 
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~ot until that heart is right can tlhere 
be ·peace. TheTe wHl ·b~ some in ,the fut
ure as in ,the 'past W1h-o will dwell in the 
midst 'of false security, but sudden de
struction will ,overtake ,them, (1 Thess. 

Lesson 10 March 9th, 1930 
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5:3). This age will end in a ii!tate far 
from peaceful, with the hand of man 
lifted against his :f.eUows. 

OPENING THE. SEALS. III. THE BLACK HORSE, (vs. 5, 6). 
Lesson Text:. Revelation, chapter 6. 
Golden Text: "And when he had opened 

the third seal, I heard the third beast 
say, come and see. And I beheld, lind 
10 a black horse; and he that sat on 
him had a pair of balances in his 
hand." Rev. 6:5. 

When the third Hving ·one said, "Come" 
there came f'orth a 'black horse, and "he 
that sat ·on him 'had a pair ,of :balances 
in his hand", and ,a voice said, "A meas-
ure of wheat for a penny ... and See 
thou ,hurt not the oH and ,the wine". This 
gives us :a picture ·of scarcity, of fam
ine' the ",ine·a'su:re" referred to would 
equ'al the ordinary 'allowance of 'grain to 
a man for -one day's subsistence, and the 
"penny", that ,of an ·ordinary wa~e for 
a full day's l,abour. Under such C1TCum
stances a -man would earn -only as mu-c'h 
as he himself would consume, leaving 
nothing for :his family. F,amine such 
as this generally follows war, f-or the 
land is denuded of dts. workers, lies idle, 
and where the ·fighting -takes plac·e is 
mo're...or less devastated, but the oil and 
the wine are not so apt·to be touched. 
IV. THE PALE HORSE, (vs. 7, 8). 

I. THE WHITE HORSE, (vs. 1, 2). 
In the pre'¥iou's chapter there is de

picted the action ·of ,the Lamb in taking 
the .s-even ·sealed boo'k "out of the ri-gJJ.t 
hand of him that sat upon the throne"; 
in this ds rec·orded the ilpeniJlJg of six 
of these seaLs. Nothing is said about 
re8.d,ing -out ·of the book as each seal is 
broken acti'on alone following .on each 
occasidn, signJ,fying the actual taking 
posses·siiln 'of ,tb,e inheritance rather than 
the mere recital of the terms of 'agree
ment concerning the same. In this ·and 
the s·cenes which 'follow there is por
trayed in ,g,eneral the cleansing. of the 
inheritance .prep·aratory to the Lamb's 
taking fuB -Ipossession ,of it, The fu.1-
filment is still future, although part In 
type -may be ,observed in hi'story. It 
will be profitable 'in connection with this 
study to read Matthew 24, where. our 
Lord discourses -on the end of the age. 
. On the occasion -of the breaking of 

each ·of the firs,t filur seals a l,iving 
creature gives ,the command to "Oome" 
(R.V.) 'spoken not to iTo,hn, ·but evident1y 
to the ·one on the ihorse. 'l'he first one 
to come was white, and .he that sat -on 
him had a -bow, an instrument of war, 
and a crown was ,given unto him, the 
sign of rule, and h~ wen~ f'orj;h conqu~
ing and to conquer, Implymg VIctOry. DIf
ference of opinion is recorded c·oncern
ing the identity ·of this one. Some think 
Christ .1s meant, but whHe he appears 
like Ch:rist, we 'mnIst remember -our Lord 
as the Lamb is breaking the seals, and 
later apipears ·on a white horse, 
(19:11-13). 'The interpretation- is pro
bably to -be found in Matthew where we 

. are warned ,that 'Some would come in 
our Lord's name, (Matt. 24:5), and in 
other Scriptures we -are' ·similarly in
formed ,of the coming -of deceivers, and 
Mone .in .particular who would fig;ht and 
reign, (2 Thess. 2:3-12; Rev. 13). Note 
the deceivers of the present day. . 
II. THE RED HORSE, (vs. 3, 4). 

When ·the ·second seal was opened, the 
second Uvi·nlg one said "C-ome". "And 
there went out an-other horse that was 
red: and power was ,given to him that 
g'at thereolll to take \peace from the 

'earth, and that they should kiH -one an
other," e,tc. In this scene there Is sym
bolized war up-on earth. Our Lord has 
warned us of "w.ars and Tlllmours ()f 
wars", (Ma'tt. 24:6). ,Man has sought 
to bring 'Peace to ·the earth, but has 
lamentably failed in bPs eff-orts, and in 
the :f.utuTe the same failure wiU meet 
him de'spite agreements reached at dis
armament conferences, and league as
s.emblies, because of the 'Wl'ong attitude 
o"f the world toward God. Wars 'Spring 
from -the human 'heart, (James 4:1), 'and 

·The fourth living one s~ys "Come", 
and "behold a pale horse" comes forth, 
"and his name that sat .on him was 
Death, and Hell followed with him: And 
power was given unto .them over the 
fourth .part of the earth, to kill with 
sword, and with hunger, and with death, 
and with the beasts of the earth". 
Pestilence generally follows war and 
famine and it would seem that such is 
here described, for desolation of a ter
rible character is portrayed, and death 
and hell or the grave, are always pres
ent. With the presence of famine and 
the depletion in the numbers of men, the 
wild beasts become bolder and more 
"ferocious, and attack human beings with 
resultant loss of life. Such scenes have 
taken place in history, but it would seem 
as if those hel'ein described relate to the 
end of this age when in an accentuated 
manner such miseries will come upon the 
world. To believe so is not to become 
pessimistic, but is the part of wisdom, .. 
inasmuch as God always has a purpos'e 
in issuing His warnings. It is ,the :wise 
person who can read the signs of the 
times, and is not deceived by anything 
falsely optimistic. 
V. THE SOULS OF THE MARTYRS, 

(vs. 9,'11) .. 
The events described as taking place 

at the op,ening of the seals are divided 
into four and three, a division of the 
perfect number found elsewhere, and 
having its'due significance, four relating 

. to the world, and three to the Godhead, 
the visible ·and the invisible. The four 
living ones no longer issue the call to 
come, for there is no onT! to come, John 
simply states he saw something. He 
"saw under the altar the souls of them 
that were slain for the word of God, and 
for the testimony which they held." 
These were the souls of the martyrs w:ho 
,had been slain for their faithfulness to 
·God. All through the church age per
secution has been more or hiss present, 
the saints have had to suffer, ·and many 
have laid down their lives. But a more 
bitter persecution is ye.t to come, when 
during the time of the anti christ the 
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great tribulation will take place, and. 
those who serve God will lose their lives. 
(Rev. 13:15). At the present time it 
means something to put God first. The' 
world does not object to one' being re-· 
ligious, but it does dislike the truly. 
s'piritual person. But the worst .type of 
persecution these days come not so much 
from out and out worldlings a's from 
carn·ally minded professing Christians,. 
at least such is true of professedly 
Christian lands. John not only sees the' 
souls, but he hears them speaking. They 
cry with a loud voice and say, "How' } 
long, 0 Lord, holy and true·, dost Thou 
not judge and avenge our blood on them 
that dwell on· the earth?" T,his is not a 
vindictive request, but the expression of 
a desire for the vindication of God's. 
righteousness in the punish~ent of His 
enemies. It must ·also be remembered 
the cry is recorded as being uttered dur
ing a judgment period. The condition 
of Hie martyrs is stated, "And white 
rO'bes were given unto everyone of 
them", implying God's approval; and' 
they are told to "rest yet for a little 
season until their fellow-servants also-. 
and their 'brethren, that should be killed 
a's they were, should be fulfilled", show
ing that others Were to follow them. 
Note their position under the altar, 'and 
the Jewish custom of pouring the blood 
of the sacrifice at the' bottom of the 
altar. 
VI. CONVULSIONS IN NATURE, (vs. 

12-17). 
On the opening of the' sixth seal John 

'beheld great convulsions in nature. 
"There was a great earthquake, and the 
sun became. black as s·ackcloth of hair, 
and the moon became as ,blood. And the 
stars of heaven fell unto the earth. And 
t~e heaven departed as a scroll when it 
is rolled together, and every mo\ntain 
and island were moved out of their 
places". There ,have been earthquakes in 
the past in divers places, but none such 
a's here described. These words imply 
the shaking of the whole of nature, with 
darkness during the day time, the 
heavens rolling up as a scroll (2 Pet. 
3:12), and every mountain and island 
moving. Such a sight must be terrible 
indeed, presaging the coming of the King 
of kings, and the effect upon the unbe
lievers is in ·accord with its nature. 
Everyone is struck with fear, and "the 
kings of the earth and the great men 
and the rich men" with the poorest of 
the human family, hide themselves in 
the dens and in the rocks of the moun
tains and call upon these to fall upon 
them and hide them from the face of 
God the Father, and the wrath of the 
Lamb, "for tl:1e great day of His wrath 
is come, and who shall be able to stand?" 
The great men of the earth after all al'"e 
only men and before God they are help
le'ss indeed. Many of them neglect God's 
salvation in this the day of His grace. 
and even state their disbelief in His very
existence,. 'but there is a day coming 
when they. will have to give heed to the 
voice of God, and all unsaved alike, both 
rich and poor will be terror-stricken at ' 
His judgments. It is surely the part of 
wisdom to accept God'·s mercy now and 
be saved from future judgment, (Rom. 
8:1; 1 Thess. 1:10). Now is theac
cepted time, behold now is the· day of 
salvation. 
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