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"DUMB 'DOGS " 
Lgst/ Sunday evening in the Jarvis Street after- - jungle, leave her new-born bgbe unguarded under the 

meeting -a stranger spoke.o He said Lhe had b~en bap- trees over-night? When a 'soul is re-b<:>rn in our day, 
tized by the Editor of this paper some years ago in when a sinner finds forgiveness at the mercy-seat, and 
Hamilton. We did not remember him, but wer.e glad a bable in Christ desires the sincere milk of the word 
to hear his ringing testimony to 'the truth of the that he may grow thereby, what care is now exercised 
gospel. by the pastor of the flock? What precautions are 

In the cqurse .0'£ his remarks h~ ref.erred to a passage. taken for the safeguarding' of the spiritual interests'of 
in' Isaiah in which Israel's watchmen are described the new convert? 
as ,"dumb dogs", and said there were many minister& ,At the Annual Meeting of the First Baptist Church, 
who were like dumb dogs. But he said that a .true Ottawa, a proposal, which we und'ersta~d was 5pon
pastor should,...be as a f3iithful watchdog, ,awake and sored by the Pastor, was put forwa'rd, that the weekly-
alert, guarding the interests of the sheep. prayer-meeting .of the ,church be discontinued. Are 

I twas .a· suggestive word which led us' to turn to . there no spiritual ·foes in Ottawa? Is the devil afraid' 
the passage to which he r,eferred. It is in the 'fifty- of the legislators on Parliament Hill? 
sixth chapter of Isaiah, fr-om the ninth to the twelfth M A' Ch' . . . C 1 
verses: "All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, any nti- ,"shan u ts. 
yea, all ye beasts in the for-est. His watchmen. are How m<l:ny anti-qhristian ,cults ,.there are' to-day 
blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, w~ich threaten the Christian suckling-and, indeed, 
they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to even mature ~aints! Is, the scripture being. fulfiUed 
slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs which' can never befor-e our eyes, "For there shall arise false Christs; 
have enough, and they are shep:herds that cannot and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and 
understand: they all look to their own way, everyone wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall 
for his gain, from his quarter. Come ye, say they, I deceive the very elect. Behold, I have tQld y.ou be
will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with, strong fore." Russellism, Seventh Day Adventism, Christian 
drink; a"nd to-morrow shalll,be as this day, and much Science, every variety of Modernism, as wel1 as su~h 
more abundant." '.J ultra':spiritual, extravagant, psycho-physical, move-

'What a· sad· picture that presents! What dreadful ments as ~ertain forms of Pentecostalism and so-caUe(l 
irony, is here employed, when Jehovah summons' the Holiness movements~the last two of which 'sUbstitute 
beasts of the field and of the forest to come to devour physical sensations for spiritual pOwer, and are deadly in 
the I,.qrd's flock, for He says, "His ~atchmen are all their reactions upon their votaries an.d victims; and in 
blind" ! :,' addition, the ever-watchful and aggressive Papacy, 

. We would not be' uncharitable, but simple candor . stands ready' to devour the 5p,iritual babes as soon as 
compels us to acknowledge that this is a true repre- . they are born-all these, like !beasts of .the,iorest and 
sentation of many a modern minister. of the field, pro.wl about every true fold .of the Gbod 

.'. . Shepherd where His blood-bought sheep are folded. 
. What Prowling 'Beasts! . 

Are not the Lord's sheep still surrounded by :beasts 
of the field and of the forest ? Was our adversary the 
devil, who, as a roaring lion, goeth about seeking 
whom 'he may devour,' ever more active than he is 
to-day? -W,ere there ever so many wolves in sheep's 
clothing ready to devour the flock: as there are to-day? 
Weuld a mother, living in a hut in the midst <;>f a 

"His' Watchmen Are Bli:nd". 

God Himself,' in ir.ony, su~mons these lawleSs de
vourers to take His prof.essed·flock as a prey, and with 
deadly sarcasm, assign~ the reason that, "his watch
men are blind". How else is it possible to account fer' 
the indifference of multitudes of niinis~ers in our <Jay 
to the deadly perils which menace the spiritual w"ell-
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being of their flocks? Surely there are many that 
come under the general classification, "He that la~keth 
these things is blind, and cannot see a,far off, and 4ath 
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins." , 

bark Lamb after lamb is taken out 'of the flock by lion 
and bear, Sheep after sheep is ravished and 'left welter
ing 'in its blood. . But these "dumb dogs" never bark. 
No word, of protest is ever heard. Perhaps when the 
loss is reported they may say, "It is too bad"; but they 
do absolutely nothing to prevent it, 

\iVhen, in our ind,ictment of Professor Marshall, we 
have plled up proof upon proof, evidence of such a 
character that it would secure a 'unanimous verdict in 

' "Drea:ming, Talking in Their Sleep". its' favour in' five minutes from any jury 'in the hind, 
there are people who say, '."Where is your pr'oof of Why are they dWl1b? Is it really,that they cannot 
:M:arshall's Modernism?" One might as well ask, bark? Are they so constituted that they cannot make 
wheq a murderer is found stooping over his victim, themselves heard by any sort of cry of alaml? Here is 
with blood dripping from his dagger, and a lifeless the reason:, "Sleeping, lying down, loving to slumlber." 
form at his feet, "'Where is the proof. of this man's Or, .the margin has it, "Dreaming, or, talking in their 
guilt?" Pr.ofessor Marshall stands beside the body of sleep," Ah, that explains many a mystery in the Baptist 
evang~lical ~ruth with knife. in hand, red with the blood Convention of Ontario and Quebec. We never could 
of his victim, but the watchmen say, "Where is your understand how n:ten like Jolin MacNeill, and the one
proof?" They have no eyes for the beasts of the time orthodox Hugh.McDiarmid, and other members of, 
jungle, but are'blind to the ~angers of the hour. the Pentecost Celebration CQmmittee referred to in an

other article, could insist that all is well, and that there 
"T~ey Are A~l '!gnorant". were no beasts from the field or the forest about. Now 

But it is also said, "They are all ignorant". Pro- -' we understand: they, were dreaming; they were talking 
fessor Mar.shall said the confi.ict· in the Ontario and in their sleep!, ' 
Quebec Conventicm was a 'battle between "~gnorance Lazy Preachers. 
and education". Of that, there can be no doubt. \iV e How many lazy preachers there are I-too indolent to 
supposed Baptist ministers were instructed in the prin- keep abreast of the times, tod careful of their' own com
ciples which Baptists profess, Vie have le~rned, how- fort to keep themselves informed respecting the religious 
ever,' that many of them are desitute of spiritual dis- issues of the day. Yes; this is a record of many preach
cernment; are ignorant alike of theology ana. of the ers: "Sleeping; lying down, ,loving to slumber." We 
principles of evangel,icalism. . - think of not a few churches the inspection of whose 

For example: at the Hamilton Convention, when _ records brings to our mind the wise man's observa-
'the discussion respecting Professor Marshall's attitude lion, "I went by the field of the slothful, and by 
toward the 'blood was in progress, one delegate spoke the vineyard of the man void of understanding; and 
to Roev. c. J. Loney words to this effect: \iVhat do you 10; it was all grown over with thoms, and· nettles had 
mean .'by insisting ·that we are saved by the blood? covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was 
VVere not the saints of the Old Testament saved? And broken down. Then I saw, and considered it well: I 
were .they not sa\'ed bdore the blood of' Christ was· looked upon it, and received instruction. Yet a little 
shed? How, therefore, can salvation be through the sleep, a little slumber, a little folding 'of the hands to 
Blood? And that delegate was a graduate both in sleep; so shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; 
Arts and Thec;>logy of McMaster University! Verily, and thy want as an armed man.'" , 

. it is true of the watchmen, "They are all ignorant." Yes; the des,cription i~ accurate-"sIeeping, lying dOWh, 
Many 'of them do not know what orthodoxy is, and loving to slumber,"-"dreaming, talking in their sleep." 
therefore are undisturbed by teaching which is the 
very opposite. "Greedy Dogs". 

"Dumb Dogs, They Cannot aark:'. 

But agai~ it is said, "They.are all dumb dogs, they 
cannot bark" How could ~ven inspiration itself pack 
more of truth into a few words? The sheep-dog must 
be ever alert. He must hear or scent the approach of 
every"enemy ()If the flock' He 111USt instantly give the 
alarm. But these pastors are "dumb dogs" who cannot 
even hark 

All -these ·beasts of the forest to which we have 
referred prey upon the Lord's sheep, and these sheep
dogs do not even bark Our friend, Rev. C. H. Schutt, 
has said that if McMaster University appointed 
another professor like J?rofessor Marshall they would 
hear 'from him. Unless we are greatly mistaken, he 
will have plenty of opportunity to make himself heard. 
But ever 'since we have known him he has been a 
"dumb dog" who "could not bark"; and he seems to 
be, able 'to trot along as merrily in the company of 
wolves' as' beside the Lord's sheep. 

But 'that is' the outstanding tragedy of the hour, that 
the wa.tch~dog~ of the Lord's flock are dumb and cannot 

N or is this all. Hear it : "Yea, they are greedy dogs 
which can' never have enough." Ministers, as a rule, re
ceive pretty small salaries; and those whose salaries are 
larger generally find that the demands upon them on 
account of their position, make them exceedingly. poor: 
The fact is, those who seek much usually get little; those 
who love their lives, lose them. But to listen to the talk 
of some ministers one might suppose that the first con
sidera,.tion for any minister of the gospel ,is to get a 
comfortable parsonage, a reasonably good salary, and an 
agreeable lot of people to serve. ' 

Not very long ago had we read from another's pen 
what we have now written, we should have resented it 
most strongly, and insisted that ministers, as a class, are 
the most self-sacrificing lot of men to be found on earth; 
for that is what we fonl1erly believed. We never dreamed 
that ministers would sell their souls for position and for 
the meagre salaries they receive. We never expected 
that an' ordained minister would come into bur office and 
ask what we would do for him if he would come o~er 
on our side-could we guarantee that we would find him 
a church? But that is the spectade we have witnessed. 
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, When we told a certain gentleman' living not far from 
Peterboro that he had made a "bread and butter speech", 
we supposed he was rather the exception to the rule. He 
later asked if he looked as though he were a man who 
was living without butter. He certainly did not! But 
he was only it type of many others; 
. It is painful to write such things, out stiU more painful 

to witness them, and to know that they are true--that 
men upon whose heads ordaining hands have been laid, 
aI¥i who have been dedicated to the work of preaching 
the gospel,cotild accurately be described in these. words, 
-"Yea, they: are greedy dogs which ~an never have 
enough". . 

Those who sleep much are likely to develop large appe
tites; the two things go together. ' The more one eats, 
the more somnolent he becomes; and the more' one sleeps 
the greater becomes his appetite. It is those who have 
<lone least for the churches they have served, who have 
brought li,ttle or nothing to pass, who have left their 
flocks bleeding and tom by ravenous· bea!!ts because they 
w~re themselves "dumb dogs" that could not bark,--1hese 
are they Who ever magnify their temporal interests, and 
reduce the gospel ministry to that disgracefully low state 
when it becomes comparable to the priesthood of ancient 
Israel when it was said, "Put me into the priest's office,. 
that I may eat a piece of bread'~. 

"S:hepherds That Cahnot Understand", . \ 

But <?ur scripture here changes the figure from dogs to 
:sheph~r4s, and declares, ~'They are shepherds that can
not understand." Of what use is.it to argue with the 
igp.orant? to submit visible proofs to the blind? There 
are shepherds who seem unable to distinguish between 
the bleating of the -sheep and the howling of a 'pack of 

. wolves, between the language 6f Canaan and the idiom 
of, PHilistia, between the voice of faith and the voice of 
unb$!lie£. They are "shepherds that cannot understand"'-

The reason for their mental dullness is that their minds 
are so prejudiced in their own interests that considera
tion of the interests of their flock can find no entrance 
to their darkened understandings-"They all look to their 
own w;J.y, everyone for his.gain, from his qua·rter." That 
is. the philosophy of the various votes taken in the On
tario and Quebec Convention, in the Northern Conven-
tion and elsewhere.· . 

:As to the flJ.ture, here is the prospect: "Come ye, say 
they, I .will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with 
$'trong drink; and to-morrow shall be as this dav, and 
much more abundant." Ah, yes, here is the reasOn for 
it all: "He that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, 
whose own the sheep. are not, seeth the wolf coming, 
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth 
them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth be-' 
cause he is ail hireling, and -tareth not for the shoop." 

This is ever the programme of the "dumb dogs'~ and 
the careless shepherd and the self~seeking pastor "To
morrow shall be as this day, and much more abu~dant." 

What of the ~ontrast? 

But can we find no contrast to this? The duty of the 
faithful pastor is clearly set forth in the New Testament 
in the scripture which says, "Obey them that have th~ 
rule over· you, and submit 'yourselves: for they watch 
fdr yo~r souls, as they that must give account, that they' 

may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is un
profitable for you." The faithful pastor, even though 
he be called a "controversalist", a "trouble-maker", a 
"distur1:>er of the peace", a "radical", a "Bolshevist", a 
"fanatic", and whatnot, will watch for the souls of his 
people as one-who must give account. 

.Every Plant Has Its Blight: 0 

We ha,!e observed that as· soon as one is converted a 
thousand spiritual foes attack him. It may be that no 
one has shown any interest in his spiritual wel'fare for 
years togetlft!r. It may be he has attended a· particular 
church year after year and no one has· asked him even 
whether he has' a soul to save or not. -But as soon as 
he .is c~nverted, every anti-Christian cult .takes an inter
est in hitr:I, and attacks his faith; while others of worldly 
mind, caring nothing for his soul, become exceedingly 
anxious about his church affiliation. A vacant lot, left 
alone, may prod\lce an a.bundant crop of. weeds, and if 
every weed in .the plot wete examinj:!d, very prOlbably no 
sort of blight could be found on any one of them. \i\Teeds 
grow of themselves. They need n'O cultivation. But let 
the plqt be ploughed up, and the weeds destroyed, and 
the land fertilized and sown with the se'eds of useful plants, 
and almost every plant ~hat pushes its way ,up through t'he 
earth must,face an unfnendly world. A bug or a blight 
of. some sqrt attaches itself to. every green thing,. and 
only ~s th~ gardener w.atches every plant in his garden, 
applY111g different protective measures to different plants 
to preserve them from their particular. foe, can he hope 
to see any .fruit from his labour. . 

So it is when people are converted, when they become 
plants that our Hea,venly Father hath planted. . 

We recently had an example of this principle in Jarvis 
Street· Church. A brother in. whose spiritual interest 
other churches. had manifested. no concern; so far as we 
know, not one of them had ever asked' him whether he~ 
had a soul---<but when the Good Shepherd found His . 
sheep and laid him upon ·His shoulders, all the wolves 
o~ the mountai~s began to-howl after him. Coming to 
the prayer-meet1l1g and Bible lecture one Thursday even
ing for his own help and iriSipiration, he was-'met by a 
.me~ber of an old Convention church who had specially 
come ,to the lecture for the purpose of destroying his con
fidence in the ministry which God had used for his awak- . 
en,ing and spirituallblessing. As a reason why the Pastor 
of Jarvis Street was not worth listening to, this young 
conve:t: was tol.d that the said Pas-tor had once, at a. 
committee meetmg, surreptitiously gone through some-· 
body'~ pockets in order :to obtain 'evidence favourable to' 
his contention! 

How busy the devil is! How silly he often is in his 
attacks! Notwithstanding,' the true pastor must watch 
for the. ~ouls of his hearers just as a faithful mother 

I watches ~ver, her .family, pr~viding ~or them aiccording 
. to the seas~n s need, car~fully observmg lest any s,ort of 

malady should fasten upon one o·f the children.' The 
fact. is, . a ch~rch of any' size is very much like a 1arge . 
famdy 111 which one or mote of the children will alniost 
always 'be indiSiposed. It is croup, or whooping-cough or 
measles, or a cold-and often mother is worn out watch
in~ over her f~!Dily. So must the 'p~stor watch; and by. 
faithful expoSition of the Word,. glvmg the children line 
upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a 
little, ~e must .endeavour so to fill their hearts and minds 

-
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with the truth of the gospel that they will be rendered 
immune to the epidemics 0.£ error to which they are 
exposed. 

The Watchers Compensations. 

A hard business, you say? A 'wearisome service, is it 
not? suggests another. From some points of view, yes.' 
We have seen weary mothers who seemed'as though they 
could not. stand another hour on their feet, and yet all 
earth's millions could not purchase the .frail object of 
their ·care. Watching for souls' has ,its spiritual COlTI

'p.ens~tions. Usually a very sympathetic understanding 
obtains between a' patient -and a nurse. Indeed, where 
cupid has not been forehanded, many a wedding has be
gun at a sick-bed! It is a labour of love to watch for 
souls. When that is the end of a man's ministry, he is 
likely to become mther familiar with his Bible. This 
writer was brought up by a mother who believed in 
homeopathy. She had her medicine book, and could 
diagnose any disease quite as accurately as we have ever 
known a doctor' to do. Moreover, she knew instantly 
the remedy that should be prescribed for ,that disease; 
for it was all written in the book. Thus should the pastor 

L know his Bible. He should know how to meet the errors 
of Russellism, of Christian Science. of Seventh Day Ad
ventism, of Roman' Catholicism, and of Modernism in 
all its aspects, with a "Thus saith the Lord." 

And whoever en'gages in'that ministry will not need 
an "easily available book"-other th,an the Bible-for 
prayer-meeting topics and sermon subjects. He will 

, not need a committee to arrange a programme for his 
prayer-meetings extending over three or four months. , 
No! 'No! Meat and medicine he will minister to the 
Lord's flock from the infallible Book. And he will 
find abundant compensation "in the returning, and by 
and by, exuberant, he~lth of those to whom he ,min
isters. 

The Pulpit A 'Sacred Tr,ust. 

But we must watch for' men's souls as those who 
must give account. The pulpit is a sacred trust. Every 
Sunday :provides inestimably' valuable opportunities 
for service. . Every prayer-meeting provides occasion 
for spiritual uplift. \Ve pity the pastor to whom 
Sunday,is a burden, and the prayer-meeting a distress. 
We could not live without our prayer-meetings. They 
are better than vacations by the seaside' or excursions 
to the hi11s~ They lift us into the heavenly, places 
where we may breathe the very atmosphere of Heaven 
itsel£,-

"Ah, whither shduld we flee for aid, 
When tempted, desola.te, dismayed; 

Or how the ,host of hell defeat, 
Had suffering saints no mercy-seat?" 

And to think 'of a Baptist church doing away with 
its prayer-meeting! shutting the windows that open 
toward Jerusalem, excluding the' air of Heaven, mak
ing the church an unaired, stiffling, dungeon, where 
every moral malady may hatch, and every spiritual 
disease may propagate itself unhindered by Light and 
Air from Heaven. May God have mercy upon those, 
in the 'First Church, Ottawa, whoever offered so blas-

phemous a suggestion as the giving up of the prayer-
meeting. . 

With Joy or With Grief? 

,But the pastor must some day give account of his 
stewardship, and he will do it with joy or ~ith grief. 
How ashamed shall we be if we have not watched for 
men's souls! How terrible our humiliation if the chil
dren of God to whom we professed to minister, appear 
before the judgment-seat of Christ with nothing to, 
offer but wood, hay, and stubble I-stunted in growth, 
dwarfed in their spiritual stature, saved yet so as by 
fire. ' 

What if on earth our names have been cast out as 
evil? What if we have been maligned, and libelled, 
and hated of all men for Christ's sake and the gospel's? 
If we have watched for souls, if it has 'heen the aim 
of our ministry to preach Christ, "warning every man, 
and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus", and if to 
that end we labour, striving according to his working 
which worketh in us mightily, and by God's abounding 
grace are given some measure of success, what ,a joy 
will be ours when we are called to give account! 

The mother' with ,her family 'about her makes her 
children her ',chief interest, that they may grow up 
strong of body, sound and enlightened of mind, and 
ready to play their, part as men and women in the 
world. It is for this the mother lives. So the watcher 
for souls may have little earthly reward, little repu
tation among men of the world; but the day of 
accounting will be to him a day of joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. 'Thus saith Paul, "For what is our 
hope, or joy, or crown of r'ejoicing? Are not even ye 
in the presence of our :yard Jesus Christ at his com-
ing? For ye are o,ur glory arid joy." , 

A Word of E~hortation. 

If we may be permitted a word of exhortation to 
pas,tors and ~unday School teachers and Christians of 
maturi.ty generally, we beg to exhort the'm not to sleep 
at their post, not to be afraiq to bark at the midnight 
hour, even though it should disturb the slumbers of 
those who would fain sleep on. Let us be like David 
as he kept his father's sheep, when, there came a lion 
and a bear, and each in his turn took a lamb out of 
the flock. David went out after him and slew him, 
and delivered the lamb out of his mouth. Let. us be 
on the watch against lions and bears, Let us not sleep 
as do others, but let us watch and be sober. Let us 
not be "greedy dogs", caring for pleasure and 'position, 
for worldly honour, or for the plaudits of men: let us 
rather set our affections on things above. and so live 
that we may say with Paul, "It is a smaJI thing with 
us that we should be judged of man's judgment." Let 
us remember we are writing an account of our stew
'ardship every day, that as we watch for souls and are 
used of God to preserve them from error, we, shall find 
that those tQ whom we have ministered will be our' 
glory and j.oy at the opening of the books. Until 
then, let us bark on! Though some of the sleepers 
dream that we are barking at the moon; others will 
awake and join us in our watching. Thus they and 
we may be ready to give account of our stewardship 
when the Mast~r comes. 

.:I 
I 

<I 



J anuary30, 1930 THE GOSPEL WI'PNESS . '(617) 5 

WITHERED HANDS 
By Dr. T. t. Stockley, Dean of Toronto B~ptist Seminary. 

Lti~e, the beloved physician,' in the sixth 'chapter 
o()f 'his gos'pel, tells the story of a daring deed of mer·cy. 
It was .the Sabbath day. The synagogue was crowded 
with people. 9ur Lor<\ was there, and many in ,the 
crowd were ,enemies of the Saviour. Among the 
.crowd, rperhapscrouched: on the floor in one corn,e'r, 
.of the building, was a poor man ·with a withered 
hand. The enemies of Jesus watch ea'gerly -to see' if 
there should be any movement of the Saviour's mercy 
towarC:l the sufferer. They will he glad,to fil1d some 
charge a'gainst Him, .for they are filled with envy. 
But. our Lord's heart was filled with love, and love, 
is the most f.e:arless thing in man, and in' Chri"st "per"
f.ect lo:v,e casteth ·out all f.ear". Here was a case 0.£ 
5uf!ering,. and tha't ~as enough for Jesus. He. must 
fi~b~e the .sufferer!and restore rpower to t):1e ~elpless 

The st~ry of this fac~ .suggests 'a,not'her fact. In 
.our churches to-day there are many· men and women 
with 'withered hands; hands which ought to 'be en

. gaged in loving, helpful service lie wither·ed and 
powerless. The ·character· of this man's infirmity i's 
instructive. ArchbishQP TrenCh says: "lot was a par
tial atrophy, showing itself in a gradual wasting of 
the size of ~he limb; with a loss of its powers of 

. motion, 'and ·ending with a 'total cessation in it of all 
vital action." He was a living man, and he had a 
tight hand, 'btit he ha·d lost all power ·for work. There 
are many people in rt'he church .of God to-day in 'ex-

. actly the same conditionJ They are aliv·e spiritually, 
having been born again by th.e Spirit 6f God; they 
are not without some assurance that they are the 
<:hildr·en of God; they haye a measure of peace and 
of blessing in their lives, but their doght hand is with
ered. They. are wi,thout power. Hands that ought. 
to be lifted up.in joyful confidence ar·e hanging do\vn 
in despondency, withered. Hands that ou'ght to be 
lifted up in prayer and prayerful intercession for the 
church 'and the world are wi,thered. Hands that ought 
to be grasping firmly the sword of the Si)irit. which 
is the W prd of. God, and engaged in brave battJ.e for 
the Lord against the powers of darkness, have no 
power t«;> wield that werupon. Hands that ou'ght to 
be '~olaing the plough of Chris1lian s'ervice, are lying 
idly down, withered. Hands that ought to take the 
cup of ·everlasting life. and 'hold it to the li,ps of sink
ing and dying souls ar·e helpless, being withered. 

. The church' looks around for men' and women' who 
"09 are fitted to do her various works of ministry and 

blessing amongst old and young, and sees instead 
withered hands. The world -waits for those "'greater 
works" of power' which will convince it that the Lord, 
the Holy Spirit, is amongst His people, and the world 
s·ees withered hands. The perishing millions. of the 
heathen are dying for the' want of the bread of eter-

• nal life, but hands that ought to ,be busily ·engaged 
in dispensing the precious ;~oon, ar·e hanging down 
in utter uselessness, withered. Christians live in the 
midst. of sin and 'want, in the midst '.of devil-tor
mented people, in the midst of family sins, business 
wrongs, social evils, and are powerless to move a 
finger for. their removal. Education, refinement, 
wealth, forms of .religion, outward goodness, and 

some spiritual life, may be ther·e, but no power. Is 
this my case? Is it yours? 

It is inter·esting to note in regard t9 the ·case in the 
synagogue that the man was not ,born with a with
ered hand: it was the result of disease or injury. 
Spiritually there are ma'ny causes for the loss of 
power. W,ithered hands may be the result of disease.' 
There are many diseases Which 'sap the vital energy 

. of the. soul, and render a Christian powerless. The 
disease of doubt, or pride, or ·envy, or .some secret 
unconf.essed· wrong; some unforgiven thing in the life 
will soon render .the mightiest hano powerless .. 

Vvithered hands may be the result of disaster. Many 
hands ar'e withered through some spiritual 'calamity, 
through a: man's own fault, or through the fault of 
others .. What a 'tale old chur-ch manuals sometimes 
tell of names which were once prominent, but whiCh, 
,through some sad .fall, have lost ,their rnfluence; and 
have dropped almost out of view. Wither-ed han4s 
may Ibe the result of diet. Unsuita,ble food is the 
sourc~ of much physical weakness; and men are ofteil 
rendered spiritually powerIess tl?-r,ough want of care in 
this direction. Some Chr:istians try to lie·ed upon 
their feelings and ,experienc'e, upon "that which is not 
bread". Others try ;to live upon, worldly "society", 
woddly amu'sements, worlq.ly reading. They ,cannot 
be other than withered. Withered hands may he the 
result of degeneration. PU't your right arm in a 
sling, and oea:rry it there a few months without using 
it, and you' will soon be unable to u,se it, ev·en should 
you wis'h to do so. To negleot a power is to lose it, 
whether in the natural or in the 'spiritu~l world. 
Many' a Christian, once a joyful, able worke'r, ,fbrough 
change of circumstances, or cha:nge of ,place of resi
dence, having given up 'his work, has degenerated into 
powerlessness, and insigni'ficanc·e. The .right ~and 
'has become withered 1!hrough' want of use. This is 
indeed a sad condition, a condition whic'h sorely 
~eds the Almighty Healer. 
. It 'was a happy thing ·for this man tha~ he was in 
!f:he synagogue where Jesus' was. He -might hav.e 
gone to many others in the land" and found no ,help. 
But the presence of Jesul? makes. a synagogue a plaoce 
of 'healing. It is 'interesting ofonotice that the place 
of healing is the place of direct dealing wi,th Christ .. 
Jesus looked' around the building, and . seeing this 
poor sufferer ther'e', personally and especially ad
dressed him, manifesting at once His willingness to 
heal him. The Lord told him to .rise and stap.d fort'h 
in the midst, that is, to set himself in a posture of 
real and direct dealing with Chr·ist. It was a position 
that. meant real busines,l>; and this is the place of 
blessing to-day. Self-efforts are of no avail, 'but it is 
ne'cessary there should he a coming nut of the in
definite and the vagtie -into direct, personal dealing 
with the Saviour, into a place of close quarters wirth 
the Lord Jesus. And no soul need 'have any fear to 
take such a position. O~r Lord delights in w'hole
souled work, and He is sure to do the definite thing 
for thos·e who are in earnest with Him. It was also 
a place of ·confessed weakness. Standing before the 
Saviour, in the presence of rt'he crowd, that ·right hand 
lying helpless by his side, the man th~s ,op·enly con-
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DES MOIN'ES UNIVERSITY NOTES. 

The following report appeared in The Canadian Baptisf 
of January 23rd: 

Des Moiiles University to be Sold. 
"De·s M,oine:s', I,owa, Jan. 16th.-Des Moines Un!iver

sity. Ba.ptiSit Fund'amentaHst insdlitution, which closed 
last fall after a long series of events rocked its student 
:body and ad·ministration, ye'stertday W8l1! ord'ered SIOld to 
satisfy a $225,000 mortgage held by the &atmant& 
National Bank of St. Louis. 

"Tthe order .was made :by Federal Judge Charles A. 
Dewey., who() duected that the real estate, buildings and 
equi,pmen·t be oSold, after the bank asked' foreclOS'llil"e and 
judgment of $207,0170. 
"Clai~ of 29 i·ntervenors will be s·am.sfied out of pro

perty ·not covered .by the mortgalge, it WIllS said. Certalilll 
. endowment funds owned by the s.ch·oo,l were exempted! 

from seizure, but will :be ,taken, in cha.l'ge by the receiver 
along with. other property and accOIUnts." 

fessed 'his i~firmity. This confession is necessary .. 
There -is no hope of restoration of 'Power until i·ts loss 
is realized, and confessed, until we tell out to God 
the whole story of our infirmity. It is a plac·e also 
of entire submission to the word of Christ. The man 
in the story takes up the position of one who is ready 
to do whatever Jesus may command. It is perhaps 
just here where we see many draw back. They de
sire to have power, they confess ·their weakness, and 
they pray; but they are not always quite wiHing to 
take up the one position where 'power can be re
gained. It is only '''yhen we give up ourselves to the 
Power to rule in us, that the Power \vill give up Itself 
to us' to rule through ~lS". The place of entire su'b
mission to Christ is ,the place of entir·e restoration by 
Him. It was also the place of ex,pectant faith. There 
t~e man stood with ,his eye 'fixed upon the Lord, a 
pl'Cture of confident ex.pe·ctancy. So the place of 
power for us to-day is the position of waiting before 
the Lord. "They that wait upon the Lord shall For the inf,ormation of our many readers who are 
r·enew their strength." interested in the affairs of Des Moines we beg t9 say 

Tlliis man experienced an actual cure: it came that we asked the bondholders last August to take 
through the obedience of faith. As the man stood 'in . possession of the property. During the regime of the 
weakn~ss with his ·ex~ fixed upon his Lord, the Word. present ~rustees we had reduced the mortgage 'by 
of Christ came to him, "Stretch forth thine hand!" nearly $2.),000.00 (included in the $207,070.00 named 
It was. a startling command. The man had not put above is a cons·iderable amount on account of the 
forth his hand for many years: .he had no power.in last interest installment). We had also reduced the 
himself to put it forth. Had' he ·consulted his feel- general indebtedness of the University from about 
ings he never would 'have been healed; .but he was $90,000.00, as 1t was when we assumed control, to 
commanded to act in opposition to his feelings, to act $30,000.00, or perhaps $25,000.00. That is to say, the 
upon the bare word of the Lord Jesus. He must make University owed at least $80,000.00 less when we 
the venture of fa'ith; and he made it. Spiritual power decided to close the doors than it did when we opened 
does not come through the senses, but through· fait'll them; and to that extent the UI).iversity's cre4itors 
in the. bare word of Christ. This method 0.£ restor- were better off. 
ing strength to withered 'hands is most divine. It \Ve have since learned that tbefore then, was a ripple 
lays-the creature low in utter ,nothingness, and glori- on the sur'face of the University's life, one of the 
fi·es gmndly the power of God. The healing was soon Deans of the University went to St. Louis to ascertain 
fully maniifest, as the man of fai,th obeyed the Lord's whether there were any means tby which a foreclosure 
command, and stretched forth his hand. Ther·e was of the mortgage could be effected. While we were 
the proof of his ·cure. The cure ·c.ame \"ith the attempt paying this man's salary, and keeping bread and butter 
to put it ,forth; and fhe outstretched hand was a on his table, he was thus plotting the destruction of 
proof of the cure. \Ve wonder how this man made the University he had pledged himself to serve. 
use of his re~tored hand! Did _ that hand ministe·r 
.personally to the Lord Himself? \Vas i~ used in His 
service? Did it lead the blind to Jesus, or help to 
bring the sick to Him? Did it li.ft up the fallen or 
wipe away' the orphan's tears? Did it support the' 
weak, . or shield the exposed, or bring the wanderer 
'back to his father's home? We cannot tell, but we 
know this, that the proof 'of restored spi'ri,tual power 
in the reader will be.fhe outstretched hand of loving, 
helpful ministry. Power ·will mean activity. Your 
'hand will grasp_ the Spirit's sword, and you will fight 
the battle of the Lord. It wi·1I take the Bread of life 
and spread it before the eye of hungry souls. It' will 
sIn-ooth the wrinkles .from the 'anxious brow, and help 
''to still the troubled 'heart. It will place the trumpet 
of the Lord to yOt~r liJps through which you will 
sound the message of .the go~pel. 

. Q .Healer of souls: we come to Thee that our 
~ither¢d_ hands may be made .whole and strong! 

. '. 

. . "Tny touch 'has still' its ancient power; . 

.. "" I.' No word from Thee can f'ruitless ,fall: 
.. ,Hear in this solemn evening hour. 

And in Thy mercy heal us all." 

Our readers wilt be interested in learning' that the 
"twenty-nine intervenors", as they are called in the 
despatch above, represent certain professors who 
entered suit for their salaries even before the fulJ 
amount for ,which they sued was due. Included in the 
twenty-nine was one young woman who was a minis
ter's daughter, and had received tuition free, at least 

. since the present Trustees had been operating the_ 
University. But, having read some papers, or in some 
way having assisted one of the professors, she' put in a. 
claim for $100.00, and sued the University that had C" 

given her her course for nothing! 

We are most happy to be able to announce that 
before we wrote the bondholders asking them to take 
possession 6f the buildings, the professors and other 
employees of the University not included in the 
twenty:nine intervenors - were .paid their salaries in 
full. The only employees who have not received their 
salaries are those who sued for them; but, having 
appealed to Caesar, they will· have to await Caesar's 
decision. The ,bondholders and the banks have been 
our best friends l),nd have done everything possible to 
ass'ist the Trustees. One of the bank's officers told us 

i , 
~ , 
" 
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we had given Des Moines University the only business 
administration it had ever, had .. 

The former Board of Trustees had pawned every 
dollar's worth of assets. :that could be' pledged as 
security on a loan, before·. We· took possession of the 
University. The University, in short, as we have now 
learned, was absolutely bankrupt. W.e wrote I the 
bondholders in August teHing them we had decided 
to discontinue the operation of the University, and 
telling -them to come and take possession of their 
property. Certain legal processes had to be observed I., 
before the foreclosure could be ordered. '"fl.' e wrote . 
our representative in Des Moines also asking him t'o 
request the court to put the University under a' geil-
eral re~eivership. ~ .. 

The "twenty-nine intervenors" have asked' that their 
arrears of salaries be paid, out of the capital of the 
Endowment Fund, the securities of which have been 
held -as collateral by the bondholders. 'Whether the 
court will grant this request, we ,do not know. Up to 
the present it has been refused. 

. The Trustees feel a rile~sure of grati:fication that 
we were ahle to reduce the, indebtedness of the Uni
versity ,by ~ total of not l~ss than $80,000.00 during 
their regime; and to that ex.tent Baptist cre~it suffers 
less than it would have don¢ had we allowed the ship 
to sink..in 1927 when, instead of doing so, we manned 
the pumps. When we have_any n~ws of importance 
respecting Des Moines we shall advise our readers. 
Meanwhile, no news is good news. 

THE CANADIAN BAPTIST TOBOGGAN SLIDE. 

The Canadian Baptist Approves Dr. Fosdick. 

Modernism in the' Baptist ~onvention of Ontario and 
Quebec is becoming ·bolder and bolder. Professor Mar
shall is going, but the ai1ti-ev~ngelicals who brought hini 
here will carry on their deadly work of undermining the 
faith of the people in the Bible as the Word of God, and 
will gradually bring the uninformed t9 regard the ~orst 
enemies of Christianity as !'earnest and God-fearing 
meit.'.' . 

Not very many of the editorials in The Ca·nadian Ba.p
tist are written by Editor Kipp. The swbtle hand of the 
man who wrote the 'editorial which the Convention of 

- 1919, at Ottawa, so emphatical'ly repudiated, is still to be, 
seen on many of its pages. Welmow th.e writer of the 
editorial, we have' his address and telephone number; 
and some day we shall turn on the searchlight. 
.' We refer now to an 'editorial on the' front page of 
The Canadian Baptist of January 23rd under the tide, 
'f·Be -Just". It records that the Editor of The Biblical 
Recorder had written an editorial' based pn a report of 
one of Dr. Fosditck's sermOllS, :but that before publishing 
it, he wrote Dr. Fosdick enquiring whether he had said 

. that which was attributed to him; to which Dr. Fosdick 
replied 'by sending a copy ot a letter which he had 
already addressed to the, New' York Times, repUdiating 

the ~ditoria1. We never depe1?-Q upon newspaper reports. 
That is why we have always been careful to have a steno
graphic .report of what Professor Marshall said before 

'criticizing Qim, and usually we have had two, so as, to 
avoid' all possibility of mistake. . 

But following upon this reference to the preC3;ution-of 
the Editor of The Biblical Recorder, The Canadwn Bap-
tist has this to 'say : ' , 

"Those of .us who hold firmly to evangelical beliefs' and 
W1ho seek to maintain, -them, may well ·be· caref.ul..in com
menting u·pon· men, particulariy earnest and God'-fearing 
,men, who are bearion,g ~heir w'itne~, though perha~ iJli, 
a way differen-t from ours. There are many:. poon'bl', 

. doobtless, at which we should fi·nd- o'1ll'&elves compelled 
• to differ seriously, or even radically, from some of ,the 

. 'Views held by Dr. Fosdick. At the same time, as we 
have had oppor:tunity ,to hear him in his SundaY' after
noon sermons f.rom tiane to time·, we have been grateful 
for a . voice So clear, so articulate, and often. S9 deeply 
and movingly spiritual as hl,s', particularly when ~t rings 

. "oot -in the midJst of sucn. a commlUnity as the gIl"eoat 
'metr{)po-lis. We feel sometimes disposed- .to c-omplain of 
some ()f our b.rethren, whom we love ~d. h~n();r, and! WM 
are zeaJous for OUT great elemental reUg1ou,s, tru~', that 

, tliey are apparently more anxi()l\ls' and ~r to empha
size some poi·nt of d-i'ssellot fil'OiID' men· hke these, than 
they are to reinforce the 'Pleas ·of such men for W!hat we 
all believe to be the very marrow and essence of the 
:gospel of J es:us'. . We would not aibate one' whlt of our 
oppQSition to what -appears to ou:s, to be eTll'{)neOlUI!I teacll
ing, bu't while be~ing ou1' testim?DY against vyhat we 
conceive' to be errors, we ,wo~ld' gIVe our heartles~ a.nd 
warmest appr()v·al to w.hat We 'believe to be everlastlDlgly 
tru·e." ". 

The fact is, of course, that Dr. Fosdick "breathes o~t 
threatenings and ·slaughter." against revealed religion 
every time he speaks. ~<?metimes he does !t. very po~i
tely, and with great subt1h~y, but he neve~ faI1~ to do It. , 
Less tl~an a, week .ago a fnend told us of heann~ a ~er- ' 
mon from New York over the radio., He tuned In after 
the announcement ·of the speaker had been made, but, 
listening to the voice, ·sai~l., "That must be a Unitarian". 
The message was opposed to evangelical truth through
out. When the station si'gned off the' hearers were" Tn
formed that" they had been listening to Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick of New York. . . .' 

In his deadly book, The Modem Use of the Bib/e, 
Dr. Fospi.ck says: 

. . 
." 'The f;ramewonk' (a word' used' thr,oughout ,the book 

to indicate the text through which the ideas of. the Bible 
proceed', .has the color, the strength and' we81lmess ()f ;i,ts. 
times, 'is not to ,be taken seriously, that is to say, not 
authoa-itaotively, 'and is to be tolerate<! only in so far as it 

'gives passage to s'oul exop-erienCe .. ; .• ' 
"T,hese f'orms, theS'e assignments of cause cannll't be 

defended, 'but the experiences they so faultily ende~voor 
. to eX!preS!l aore -troue. The miracle may be rejected as 
,obviou'sly without f.()undation, we need no·t !bother to be-' 
lieve it at all, bUt we lMay accep,t without restr~int a 
human experience which through' all the blunder a,1¢ 
crudity, a,ctua,l superstition a,nd, even, ·downright false
hood, seeks to prove the soul's r~ach after truth." (T.he 
emphasis is OUTS. Dr. Fosdlick says there is in the Bible· 
"downright falsehood.") . . . 

Again he says: . . 
"I find some of the miracle-narratives of Scripture his-

torically inoredible." • ' 
the statement attr~buted to him. . 

Of course, th~ Editor of TJi.e Biblical Reco;der a'cted 
wisely in not publishing the editorial based upon a ne",s~ 
paper report of a sermon. He ~ould have saved himself 
trouble if he had enquire~ of ~r. Fosdick !before wri~ing 

But we have 110' space for further quotations. Dr. '·Fus-. 
diCk~s position is well .known. Beyond :question, he.is 
the high priest of American Modernism. . He utterly 
repudiates the 'superqatural everywhere, mocks at the 
virgin birth of Christ, and at His expiatory death and 

" 
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resurrection; and declares that he does not believe in the 
resurrection of the flesh. He is especially insolent in his 
repudiation of the promises of the Lord's return. But 
The Canadian Baptist, though differing froin him at some 
points, has "been grateful for a voice. so clear, so articu
late, and often so deeply and moviI~gly spiritual as his". 
Had The· Canadian Baptist printed that editorial four 
years ago it would have produced an earthquake in the 
old Convention: now it passes without a comment. 

Rev. C. R. Duncan Exhorts Preachers. 

In its issue of January. 16th, The Canadian Ba.ptist has 
an article on the front page by.Rev. C. R. Duncan, en
titled; '''Preaching with Conviction", in which Mr. Dun
can implicitly tells his brother preachers how to attr3lct 
attention, and hoW tl? command a hearing for the gospeL 
In this, Mr. Duncan is very much like the man who, hav
ing become bankrupt several ,times. and having failed in 
everything to which he put his hand, made a fortune by 
writing a book on, "How to Succeed in Business"! Take 
this one sentence: '. 

i"Th~ day ··of Il'elig.ioous dogm8Jtis~ ;is far spent, but the 
·necessity f-or .prea.ching wnth assu~ance the great truths 
'of the KingdJ()I!'I1, is ever with us who are under the coon
mand of J e&us to decla.re H4s -Gosp·eI, to w,hich we expect. 
the res.ponse -of faith and aocti-on. '" 

What drivel this is! 'How can one preach with assur-
'ance without being "dogmatic"? How can one execute 
4'.the command of Jesus" to declare His gospel, alld, at 
the same time, avoid dogmatism? But one would never 
expect Mr. Duncan to Ibe 10gica.J. We commend his artiole 
to the thoughtful attention of the readers .of The Cana.
dian Baptist" for the reason that no man in the old Con
vention has displayeq more striking a:bility to empty a 
chur:ch and bring it to the verge of bankruptcy than this 
man who tries to tell other preachers how ot preach. 

The Anniversary of Pentecost. 

Another sign of the times' appears in The Canadian 
Baptist of January J6th. T~e Executive Committee of 
the old Convention appointed a committee-but let us 
name them: 

Rev. J .. A. Huntley, D.D., Rev. M. C. MacLean, Rev. 
R. R. McKay. D.D., Rev. H. McDiannid, Rev. M. F. Mc-· 
CiI1ichoon, ~ev. iI. H. Sutcliffe, Professor L. H. M'~slWl, 
Rev. Goo. T. Webb,' D.D., Rev. J. A. Johnston, 'Re-v C. R. 
Duncan, Rev. H. E. 'Sthllwell, D.D., Rev. C. H. "Schutt, 
·Rev. John MacNeill, D.D., Rev, J. D. Simons, T·t,:D., Mr. 
L. F. Kipp, Mr. R. D. Wl;lrren; and Rev. C. E. :MacLeod .. 

And what is this Committee for? To arrange a pro-
gramme for the' observance of the nineteenth anniversary 
of Pentecost! Let us take two or three sentences at 
random from this rePOrt: . 

"~e committee sllg1gests that speCial prayer-meeting 
topics. be 'IIJl"ranged f{)r use in all tp.-e churches run·ning 
!from the. middle of February 'Until Easter, covering :prob
a'bly e'i,ght weeks. These topics will he based on some 
book that is easily available to pastors, and S'Ug'gestioDs 
for the prayer-meeting will appear in The Canadian 
BQ..ptist every week:" 

But what is the matter wi,th the Bible?\ 'Have the Bap
tists of Ontario and Quebec no Bible? A Committee. 
must be appointed to prepare prayer-meeting topics~ and 
these topics are to be selected from some book "easily 
available to pastors" I 

And who are the distinguished men who are to prepare 
this programme? Most of them are minist~riaJ.ly bank
rupt. Dr. McKay, of Sarnia, preaches to an almost 
empty church. Rev. M. C. MacLean clung to Social Ser
vice until he later found asylum in a Baptist church. The 
celebrated mortician, Dr. M. -F. MoCutcheon, Pastor of 
First Baptist Churc~, Montreal, is included! Of course, 
Professor Marshall could not be omitted! When the 
Baptists of Ontario and Qu'ebec need such leadershirp as 
this to conduct their prayer-meetings, and the Bible is set 
aside for some other book, "easily available to pastors"-. 
of course it would be out of the question for them to find 
a "hook that was not "easily" availa:ble-the ministers of 
the Ontario and Quebf:c Convention .~ust be in a very 
sad way. 

But again: 
"The commi·ttee will also prepare a se·cond serles of 

prayer-an-eetLn·g to.pics to extend- froni Easter ;to Whit . 
Sund'ay., covering s'even su-bjects on the offiCe and work 
-of the Holy Spiri-t, w.hich jt is hoped will be generaUy . 
used ,by th-e ch'U'l'Ches of ou·r Conventio.n." 

Is there anything in ,the mitlistry of these men who are 
on the Committee to suggest that they are experts on this 
su,bject? Qne might just. as well·appoint an undertakers' 
association to act as a board of health for a city. These 
are the men who have heen chiefly active in the defense 
of the anti-evangelical movement -in the old Convention, 
which, "when it is' finished", denies all that is represented 
.by the name, "Pentecost". -. 
. But it is for ever true that as spiritual life declines, 
religious people become more and more formal. They 
read their prayers, they d]lserve feast days, they are de-' 
voted to times and seasons,-as though the Lord God 
'Who is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever, had a 
passion for anniversaries! Is there anything in the New 
Testament that suggests that New Testament Christians 
ever observed the anniversary of Pentecost? Was it not 
rather the apostolic method to look upon every' day as a 
rf:petition of Pentecost? 

But here is another gem: 

''The committee feels keenly that the inter:ests of ou~ 
c.hUirches will be weIl'served if on the 1900th anniversary 
CYf the institutioon CYf the Lordl~s Supper (th·at is, the Thurs
day evening precedin'g Good Friday) -our churches will 
.arrange fo.r a simple, quiet, well~attended observance of 
the Lord's Supper, and ~estly commends tMs su;g.ges
HOon to the con·sid-eration of the chu;rches." 

\ 

The churches of Ontilrio and Quebec are being "quietly" 
chloroformed. This whole proposal is rather suggestive 
of a group of children playing church. 

It is appropriate that-'the 'notice of the observance of 
the nineteen hundredth anniversary of Pentecost should 
be signed by Dr. Geo. T. Webb, the Secretary. The 
Committee is bad enough, useless 'enough, dead enough; 
but when the' Pastors of the Ontario and Quebec Con
vention need Dr. Geo. T. Webb to teach them how to 
conduct their prayer-meetings, they must SlUrely be. twice 
dead, plucked 'up' by the roots. . . 

But· we. read also that a prize of $200.00 is being of
fered by The Christian Herald of New York for ·the 
words of an appropriate .hymn for the nineteen hundredth 
anniversary of the day of Pentecost. This hymn, we are 
told, "will be made a par.t of the nation-wide Pente
costal celebration ~rogramme of the Federal Council of 

~ 
'.' 
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Churches." The F~deral Council of Churches, if you 
please, is to lead in the celtfuration of Pentecost! This is 
the organization which was presided over by the notorious 
Dr. Cadman, and now by the semi-infidel, Bishop Mc
Connell. Surely the serpent is. disguising its head under 
the wings "of a dove! • . . 

FOUND !-A POEM-OR A RHYME? 

The following is an excerpt from our article on the 
lIughson St. Church case .in 0ur issue of December 
19th: 

"If the reports of Mr. Gideon "Grant's pleading :before 
the 'Court, which ·appea:.:ed in the papers of Monday, were 
correct, we congratulate M·r. Grant on having plea.ded 
our case so successfully. It would' appear that counsel 
for the Hughson Street 'Church ,had v;ery little to say: 
He must have rightly concluded that the more Mr: Grant 
talked, the b'lltter it· w01ild be for us. 

When we re·ad the report of the h~aring in Monday's . 
papers, by the operation of some strange law,-was it 'a 
law of association? -there was recalled to our mind' a 

, story we ~!I-d reaa of one of Ontario's very eminent 
judges, one, if we are not mistaKen, who is still on the 
bench. He is a very distinguishi;ld man, 'and very ver
satile, a man of broad and numerous. iriter(l~~.s. Report 
has it that ·he occasionally, for his own li!-musement,. 
writes poetry, or, at least, rhyme.' This parti'cular judge, 
according to the story, was' with: other judgoes hearing 
an appeal case. One of the parties' to the dis'pute was 
represented! by a very voluble coun-sel who seemed to q 

assume that the judges knew very little, and were de
pending upon ·him entirely f.or information. As· they 
listened to ·the argument of the very talkative couns·el, ' 
the judge to whom we have referred' seemed to be taking 
notes; but, 'as it transpired wh(ln the case was over, he . 
was really writing poetry, a parody on one of Kipling's 
rhymes. He passed a sheet of paper to another judge, 
who read it; and a suggestion of a smile crossed his 
countenance. The 'Parody, in 'the ·account we read, was 
published in full, but unfortunately' most of it 'has slipped 
our mind. It was written in the nieasure of one of Kip
ling's pieces re·fe·rring to the Colour ,sergeant, and much 
of it was in the form of ques·tion and answer. Two lines 
of the parody were something like this, after one had 
asked wh~t all the noise was about, 

"Tis cou'nsel's opening ~rgument 
The 'Colour ,ser~ant s'aid.' 

There were other things a'propos 'of ,the case in hand, 
but the last three lines of the judge"s parody read like 
this: .. 

, And .he's pretty sure to get it 
Where the chicken got the axe, 
When the court delivers judgment in the 

. morning.' 

Why that particular story should. have occurred,to us 
in this connection we . shall 'have to leave the experts in 
'psychology to. determine. . 

By the way, we .omitted to call attention to the fact 
that the judgment referred to in the extracts' from the 
evening papers' printed above was written by Mr. Justice 
R~ddell." . . 

Only to-day we have come upon the' original, which 
we had tucked away between the pages of a volume 
of Whittier. If our readers will go back to the issue 
of December 19th and read th~ article over .again they 
may, put: in the complete poem which we· were then 

'unable to recall, It r~ads as follows: 

'Judge Riddell's Lapse into Poetry • 
. (\Law Notes, Northport, N.Y.) . 

Chief JustIce Falconbridge, of On·tario,Mr. Justice 
Britton, and Mr. Jus~ice Riddell were sitting together 

as a court in Toronto· not long since. According to some 
legalists who were present, the presentation of argument 
on 'behalf of one of the clients was rather prolix and not 
very much to the point, to put it mildly. Mi. Justice 
Riddell was observed t~ pass to one of the other justices' 
a slip of 'Paper, on which, presumably, were written some 
notes on the case. It turned out that the "notes" read 
after this fashion: . 

(With ·apologies to Mr. Rudyard Kipling.) 
"00 is it makes that bloomin' n.oise?" 

Asked Files-on-Parade. 
"It's cou·nsel's openin" argument"~ 

The· color-sergeant said. ' 
"00 'as to 'ear the ibally stuff?" 

Asked Files-on-Parade: 
"The chief and his two ,hired men", 

The color-sergeant said: 
"For he doesn't know his. law, he misre

presents the facts; 
His logic is so rotten you can see through 

all the cracks,' . 
And he's pretty sure to ·get it where the 

the chicken got the ax, 
"When the court delivers judgment in the 

mo·rning." 

CHATHAM BROADCAST SUNDAY NEXT. 
A service conducted 'by Rev. W. N. Charlton at ·Chatham, 

at which the children's choir will sing and Mr. Charlton 
will preach will be broadcast from oCFiCO, wave length 247.9 
metres or 1,210 kilo at 1.30 (P'.m. Eastern Standard time. 
This station has been recently granted increased power. Mr. 

. ,Charlton has- been heard in Denver, ,Cot .Our readers are 
requested to listen in next ,sunday. and to write Mr. Charlton 
of the result. 

LAST SUNDAY IN JARVIS ST. 
The . Frost King has 'been especially unkind to us this 

winter, and he has seemed to be· in a particularly severe mood 
over many week-ends. Zero weather is''not exactly an in
ducement to early rising of a Sunday morning, and the pros
pect of standing on a corner waiting for a street car, or of 
labouring to star.t a reluctan·t motor is not 'altogethe'r inviting. 
Somebody reported ·seven below zero· iby one thermometer 
last Sunday morning. Notwithstanding, there were 1,100 at 

. School, great cOl).gregati.ons, a number of confessions, bap
tism in' the evening, and' a time of blessing all day. 'The 
morning sermon appears ip: this issue. . 

SUBSCRIBE TO-DAY 
for . "The Gospel Witness" for yourself and 
friends. Sent postpaid for 52 weeks to any pl;lce 
in the world for $2.00. . 

Use blank below. 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 

130 Gerrard Street East, 
. Toronto, Ont., Can. 

For the . enclosed- $2.00 please. send "The 
Gospel Witness" for one year to 

. Name' 

Address 
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~bt . 31 arb is ~trttt ~ulpit 
DO'ES THE LORD RECIPROCATE' YOU~' FAITH? 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Sunday Morning, January 26th, 1930. 

(Stenogr~phically Reported.) 

'~Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many ;believed in his name, 
when they saw the miracles which he did. ' 

"But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, 
"And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man."--John 2:23-25. . . 

We have a saying to the effect that love begets love. 
If you find that another person is kindly disposed 
toward you, in the nature of the case there will be a 
reciprocal response on your part, and you will feel 
kindly toward him. "If ye love them which love you, 
what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the 
same ?"-which means that it is natural for us to love' 
those who lov~ us. There is therefore a mutuality 
about love. It issues in a kind of reciprocity in
evitably. 

The same is true of faith. Faith' begets faith'. If 
you really trust a man, and he' knows it, your trust 
may, in some measure, beget trustfulness in him. To 
put a man upon his honour may sometimes help to 
make him honourable. There is about true faith a 
real reciprocitY. That is the subject of the verses I 
have read, that if we really, genuinely, at heart, trust 
God He will in return trust us. We very often speak 
of our faith in God-; but is there anything about us 
which could lead God to trust us? That is the. great. 
question. 

1. 

a while, attract a crowd. I hav'e never been able to 
undel:"stand why ,people should- be specially desirous 
of hearing other people -speak in tongues which they 
cannotbnderstand. I have he,ard not a few sing, and 
I have sung it myself, "Oh, for a thousand tongues 
to sing!" when 1 have been mentally most grateful 
that some people did not have a thousand tongues! 
In not a few instances the one they have seems to be 
one too many! In the springtime the trees gradually 
put forth their leaves, nature unfolds her beauties by 
natural processes; but all 'these veritable w:onders 
will, by the many, be uno'bserved,; yet if one could 
see a tree blossom in a moment, and fruit mature in 
an hour, the whole city, and more besjde, would go 
to see it. . ' - , 
, There is a kind off religious faith-I do not say 
Christian. faith, but religious faith-that feeds upon 
the abnor-mal, that demands stimulants instead of food, 
that asks always to see a miracle. "Master, we would 
see a sign from thee." AI:lOther-'came to Him saying, 
"Sir, come down ere my child die." He said, "Except 
ye see' signs and wonders, ye will not believe." There 
are many who imagine they are possessed of a superior 

First ,af all, then, it is necessary to remark that faith when they are attracted by the bizarre, the extra
THERE IS A FAITH WHICH IS NOT GENUINE. It is a ordinary, the spectacular. They think they have a, 
mixture of magic and enchantment, a response often strong ,faith, while, in'reality, it must needs rest upou' 
of the soul to the extraordinary and the unusual. these things in order to continue. When one needs a 

vVhen Jesus Christ was in Jerusalem there were stimulant for faith-or stimulant for anything-it is 
=many who profes~ed to believe 'in His name, and their an invariable indication of failing health. The healthy, 
faith was inspired by the miracles which He did. man will live upon nourishing food, and not upon 
There seems ,to be in every man a natural love for the ,stimulants. 
abnormal, the supernormal, the unusual. If it were There were many in Christ's day who saw His 
not so, the circuses would go out of business. You miracles, the putting forth of supernatural powers, and 
will see, at Exhibition time, the midway yonder they said, "That is wonderful; He m1]st he a wonder
crowded with tens of thousands of people, most of, ·ful man". Tqey exercised a kind of faith in Him, they 
wh6m are there 'to see that which is out of the ord~n-'" believed in Him to a certain degree. 'So there are 
ary. There are people who motor through the country people who tell you that you can never be a real 
and pass glorious scenes of rolling fields, in which the believer until yo~ ,have been sic\<: and at death's door, 
grazing cattle contently. roam-yet they never see it and have been miraculously healed. They cannot see 
at ~ll. ,But if somebody sh01:1ts through a megaphone that it i.s a still more stupel?-dous miracle to be pre
that a five-legged calf is Qn e~hibition, they will be served 111 health by the mercy of God. They are 
eager to see it. 'Vhy, it is difficult to understand. On always going out ifter the spectacular., ' 
Yonge Street you may see thousands of people walking 'Signs and wonders have their place. "This begin-' 
any day, going about their business; but if one should ning Otf miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and 
stand on his -head instead of Ol} his feet, he would manifested forth his ,glory." But signs were invariably 
gather a crowd immediately. Nobody pays any atten- given to the unbelieving. "An evil and adulterous 
tion to the cars that keep on. the track, unless they generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no 
want to ride-in one; but if anything goes wrong, even sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas." 
an or~inary street car off the track will gather a crowd There is a passion for enchantment, for magic, for 
any time., sorcery, that, s!,!ems to ,be native to the human heart: 

The same is true religiously. The religion that and in the realm of religion you have the conjuror, the 
promises the unusual, t~e abnormal, will always, for 'palmist, the clairvoyant, those .who deal in the irregu-
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lar, and they conceive of God as being exclusively a 
God.of the irregular. God: does interrupt the ordinary 
processes of nature. God does' intervene sometimes to 
show His sovereign supellintendency of this material 
world, and we must hold 'to that, we must believe in 
the divine transcendency, I that God 'is above all His 
laws, and that He can suspend them; but I would 
remind you that the ~!1n shone upon this part .of our 

, earth this morning at the appointed time by the divine 
decree', that we live in a world of order, and 0If law, 
and that God is the Auth~,r of these ordered systems, 
and of these inexorable laws. Tr:ue faith is that spirit
ual discernment and attitude of soul that will recognize 
God in all His ordered universe, and yet that will 
enthrone Him abpve it, believing that He can, when 
He will, for the honour of'His name, and in mercy to 
His troubled children, sOII:1etimes suspend the opera
tion of His law in answer' to their cry. . 
. But the truth outshining from 'our te~t is that faith 

is a moral quality. It is the soul's apprehension of the 
person of Christ, rather tha;n a mere religious curipsity 
awakened by His supernatural manifestations. "Be
lieve me", said He, "that ~' am in the Father, and the 
Father in me." That is faith full-grown, faith at the 
highest point, when He is' believed' for what He is
"or else", He added, "believe me for the very works' 
sake.'" If you 'cannot rise: to that height and believe 
God for what He is, then try to believe Him for what 
He does." : 

Simon at Samaria gave ,?ut that he was some great 
one. He bewitched the people 'by his sorceries, by his 
conjurer's tricks, by his magic and his enchantments. 
When he saw what 'the apostles did, and espec~ally 
when he saw that by the, laying on of the apostles' 
hands the Holy Ghost was given, he said, "\"Vould it 
not be wonderful to have that power? i could still go 
on with my trade." He brought them money, saying, 
"Give me also this power, ,that on whomsoever I lay 
bands, he may receive the Holy Ghost." And you 
remember how Peter said, "Notwithstanding your pro
fession, I perceive that thy heart is not right in the' 
sight of God. Thy money; perish with thee, because 
thou hast thought that the' gift ·of God may be pur-
chased with money." ", 

In the parable of the sow~r, you remember our Lord 
spoke o;f some who received the word with gladness, 
but "when persecution arose because of the word by 
and by they fell away." H6w common this superficial 
faith is, faith that dwells o~ the' surface of things but 
never gets down to the root of the matter! How many 
people there are who profe~s conversion who seem to 
bring !forth at least the. blade, but soon wither away! 
There are thousands of people in this city to-day who 
have made profession of faith ,in Christ, who have 
joined the various churches) who now never bend the 
knee to God in prayer, who do not witness for Him, 
who have no .consciousness 9f Him.' Theirs is a super
ficial, a spurious faith. I would put YQU young people, 
particularly, on guard against the faith that has a 
passion for these' extraordinary things. 

• 1 ' 
. II;",' 

Observe, OtJR L.oRD REC.oGI-UZED THE SEURIOUS CHAR
ACTER .oF THEIR FAITH, and we are told that He did not 
c.ommit Himself to them. They came to Him, in effect, 
saying, "\Ve trust Thee~', to which' He answered in , I 

effect, "But I do not trust you." He did not commit 
Himself to them. He' saw that their faith was of a. 
superficial order'; 'He saw that, as '-we were accu~tomed. 
to say years ago, "the root of the matter was not in 
them". 0 

I should like you to ponder that'~ moment, as I ask 
the question of myseH and of you: Can He Who sees 
our "hearts, and from' Whom no secrets .are hid, trust, 
us? Are you, as a Christian, in the sight of God really 
trustworth¥? When His ·omnivident gaze penetrates 
the deepest recesses of the soul, and He sees' you, not 
'as you prOofess .to, be, Ibut as you really are at heart in 
the white light of His absolute knowledge, are you at 
that point, trustworthy? Is yours, a faith, may I rever
ently enquire, which begets faith in Him Whom you. 
tnlst? " ' . 

Our profes'sed ,faith .may beget faith in the, person 
whom we profess to trust because he does not' know 
whether we trillst him or nOot. When I said at the ,out
set that faith begets faith, you said, "I am not so sure 
of tliat, .for· many have professed .faith in me, whom 
I did not trust." Why? Because you did not believe' 
in the genuineness of their profession. But some people , 
who did profess' to be true, YOoU trusted because of their 
profession, only to discover that they were disloyal at 
lJeart.. But we are dealing with matfers of another 
realm here, with another Person, with So~eone Who 
knows what is in man. And the question I ask is, "In 
His eye from Whom no secrets' are hid, Who is not 
shut up to what we profess, but to what we are, are 
we thus, before Him, worthy of divine confidence ?',. 
Can He commit Himself and His interests to us? That 
is the great question. 

Can He, for example, trust you with His Word? If 
God should this morning, by the operation of His
Spirit, .open your understanding that you should 
understand the Scriptures; if He should communicate 
His 'will to you so~that you should know beyond all 
peradventure. that this particular thing is the will of 
God for, you, that it is God's commandment .resting 
upon you, can He trust you to do what you know you 
ought to do?' : 

A certain lady said to a friend of mine once, "Mr. 
So-and-So" I w'ant to talk to' you a'bout the subject of 

'baptism." "Well", said he, "if we should find from all 
'examination of the Scri.pJures-understand, I d~ not 
s~y' that we shall find it~but if we should find, from 
an examination of Scripture, that you as a professed 
believer ought to:"be baptized, wi)l you be baptized?" . 
She i;eplied, "Most emphatically, no!" "Very well, 
then", he said, "I have not time to waste in the dis
cussion of the subject." . 

Somebody says; "0 Lord, I wan,t to know Thy will". 
The Lord "knows· whether you ..want to know His wilf 
or not, and He knows whether th~re is a willingnes's 
to'do His will .. Another says. who arrives at the cross 
roads, "It·is so perplexing. I wish I knew just what 
road I ought to, take. I wish there were not so much 
mystery about it. I .wish the Lord would unmis
t~keably point the way."-Notwithstanding, while he 
is say'ing that at the crossroads, h~ has a through ticket 
for the one road he has made up his mind t6 take; 
, It is 6f nO.use to pray for a knowledge Oof tlie' Lord«~ 

will al£ter that fashi.on, and t.o profess our desire to 
know this' or that. He will not commit Himself to us 
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w~en .He knows that even if we had a k;nowledge of 
HIS wIll, we would not do it. "' 
~hy is. it that' ther"e are people to-day who a~e 

turnmg aSIde from the Book? Why is it there are 
some people who se~m to be blinded, and deny the 
~r~thfulnes,s. of the ~hble? What is the psychology of 
It .. Wh~t IS the phIlosophy of it? Nobody can really 
beheve, m the true sense, 'that the Bible is the word 
of ~od and receiye it, not merely intellectually, but to 
theIr hearts, apart from the grace of the Holy Ghost 

~ny aCClocJ.e.nt ~hal!: D. L. Moody, the unlettered, anu 
m Ithe beJgtnnmg, almost ignQra.nt, derk, should have 
he'c?me 't~e world's greatest evangelist? Was it any 
aCCIdent Ij;hat C H. Spurgeon stood in London and 
~rea'ched, .during his s!bont life, Ito three 'liundr'ed mil
lIons of p.e~pJ!e? Is i,t ever ,a.n accident when Carey 
goes ·to IndIa, .or Judson goes to Burmah, or s"Omeone 
els·e go~s here o! .t~ere? In 'Some great missionary 
enterp1"ISe, who IS smgled out a'S ;the man to he the 
leader of Ithe hosts of !the Lord? Who is the man 
whQ receives 'a 'divine commission ? He is the man 
w~ose ~ait,h, ,in the sight of God, 'Was so 'genuine thal!:
God saId, 'I ·c'an trust him." 

It .is the Spirit of God Who teaches us that this i~ 
G?d's Word. Why, then, has that sac'red deposit been 
wIthdrawn from some people? 'Why is it that some 
peopl~ do not, .and will not! believe the Bible? Ah, 
here I.S th~ phIlosophy of It, Jesus Christ will not 
c~t:nmlt HImself to the man who cannot· be trusted 
wIth the revelation. . 

Why was it thai!: when Ahab had- hi,s choice between 
the four .. hun?red pr,opheJts who sa,i.d, "Go up to 
Ra~oth :m GIlead and. prosper"-when he had his 
chOIce between ,believing that mes:sag~ and the mes
sage of- the one prophet Mi'caiah who said in effect 

. '.'If you go you will never retur~"-four hundred t~ 
one-that he believed th·e four hundred and mocked 
a't ·the o.ne? Why? Wlhy was ilt 'thai!: the tmth was 
110t commi,tJted to him? Bec'ause i,t had been com
mitte.d to him, an.d he had spent his Hfe in i,ts refurta
tion. ' He spenrt his whole me asking for a lie, .and at 
!ast God allowed him ,to havre what he asked for. Irt 
I~ possible fo.r a ma.n so Jong to refus,e Ito see God's 
lIght ItIhat he loses all pOlwer ,to s'ee it, HJ<.e ,the poor 
dumb Ibeas,ts that labour in theco,al iDl·ine, kept down 
there year a~~~r year, ,Writhout ,ever seeing ,the Eght 0:£ 
the sun, unVi:1 art laslt they lose all power to see it Lt 
is for ever Itrue that ,ev,ery fa,culty we have must be 
exercised or else ilt will be a'trophied, and by and by 
become utterly dead and funotionless. Can He truslt 
you with His' Word? 

. _ Can He, my fr'iends, otrust His work to you? WhaJt 
, It an .angel should whisper ,to you this morning "I 
~ave a piece of work that muslt be done toO-day. Ther,e 
IS a so~~, that !Dust Ihea~ the witnes'S of ,the -gospel 
to-day. I here IS somethmg that will demand labour 
and sa~rifi.ce and physical discQmforlt, a piece of work 
tha.t wIll 111volve a~l thaJt, :and God wants toO have 1t 
ldone to-day. It musrl: be done to-day, ,and (iod .!l1usil: 
fi~d someone who will do it to-day"--n.s He likely to 
SIngle you o~t? Are ~.ou the man who is ready to 
leav·e everythmg, and no matter what i,t costs know
ing "the will of God, 'and the O'bligations of ,fu,e woI1k 
of God, say, "I w.i11 go to .the ,ends ~f the ,ear.th and 
wiU do ,it if it ICostS iDlie the last drop of my blood"? 

Cail He trust you 'With His 'Work? There is a divine 
programme. God 'has something to do in ,t'he world 
and i,t is His wiII Ithat ;it should be done by huma~ 
hands. Dare He ,commit 'a piece of/work to you, in 
the' e,onfidence thalt you will dis'charge your obliga
tion in Ithat respeot to rl:!bre IleHer? He knows whether 
you win or not. rCan you trusit a m'an who is a drunk
ard to moutit the locomotiv,e, to drive the ,eng,ine of 
a pa'Ssenger.,train ? 'You say, "No; I should not want 
to ride on that train!" Of course not! . The man into 
who.S'e. hands great respons~ibti.Jities· are committed 
must be a :thoroug:hly reliable and trustworthy man. 

Sometimes men trusrt .others who 'ar:e not deserving 
df trust, but God never Goes. He knows what is in 
man. Are you oUIt of a job as a Ohristi:an? Why? 
Not bec,ause Ithere is not woI1k to do. 'Do you find' 
that more and more ~6rk is Iberng piled upon you? 
Do you find ,that as soon as you open .one door, an
other door of opportun.ity swings w,ide before you, 'and 
then another, and then another? . Why is a(that some 
peo.ple ·from complete obscurilty, unknown to the 
world, 'at las,t emerge as people who have been hon
oured by the Lord witth som~ great undertaking?, 
Why is it? It is beca'use :the Lord kn.ew that He 
cou'ld trust tJhem. Was it any accident tha.t lIuclson 
Taylor became ,the founder of the China Inland Mis
sion? Was it aay acddenrt that George Muller waS' 
honou'red of God in such a, m.arvellous way? 'Vas it 

Can He trust you 'With His honour? Can He? When 
the work is done, to whom shaH the giO'ry !be ,given? 
When the task is completed, who' shall have t!he 

. pr~ise ? I ~a.ve hear:d of ~I~ organlist who was a very 
skI~led musIcIan .. ~t was m the da'ys before the appli-
catIon of eleotnclty to the bus111ess of playing an 
ongan. ,SQme of you are old 'enough to r:emember 
the ,curtain jus,t behind the ·organ, be'h~nd wh.ich some
one sat fa~thf~lly pumping away. Well, there was 
such an o,rgamst, and he peliformed in 'a marveJi!ous 
fashion before a greart audience. He was applauded 
to the ,echo. When .the g:rea.tconcert was over and 
he had received ,congrMulations from his friends ·the 
boy w~o ha~ '~een behind ~he curtain came u:p to 'him, 

.and "WI,th shmI'ng eyes, saId, "We did pretty well to-
night, did we noll:? . "We!" "Yes, 'we'!" "What did 
. yoil do?" "Why", said the boy, "I made ilt .possible 
for you ,to do what y'ou did." "Oh, nonsens'e; anyone 
'could hav,e done tha.t." 

There wa's another time, another great oCcaSi,Oll, 
when the s'ame org:anist was 'playi'ng. When he had 
reached one of his most tempestuous pe'nods, and' he 
needed all the power of ;h:i'S oI1gan--'Suddenly the wind 
began to fail. He signalled 11:0 ,the boy, but there was 
no response. He sign-aBed again-no response. Then 
he leaned around, and said, "More wind!" A hand 
drew aside .the 'Cux:tain and a vQice .whispered, "Well, 
shall i,t be 'we'?'" . . 

kh, there is a moral in the oId story. There are 
people who would like Ito hav'e God use them, thev 
would 'liike Ito be grea.t, relJ.i.g'ioll'sly; 'but ,they want d{e 
honour to .tl1emselves; They are not even willing to 
say, "We did that". It is "I": I sometilnes hear 
testimonies in' prayer-meeti1lJgs that rather distitrb 
me. We uS'ed to 'have a brother here----I 'am rather 
glad he is n,m her:e now---..jbut he 'tlS'ed to be loud in 
his :profession. I never once heard. him testify that 
he did nOit ten us whal!: he had sa.id, what he had been 
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d~il1g d~ring the preceding w~ek. Can Gqd trust yeu . 
wIth HIs heneur? Can He be sure that when the 

. work is connpleted, 'and Ithe vidory wen, yeu will s~"', 
"N ' . -:f 1 Qt unite us', "net ul1J1:e us g;ive glory"? ,can He 
be sure ·that· you wi,lll bring ferth Ithe roya,l diadem 
and crown Him Lord of all? 

III. 
"VHY DID No.T 'nn: Lo.RD TRUST. THo.SE PEo.PLE WHO. 

PRo.FESSED '1'0. BELIEVE o.N HIM AT THE FEAST? Because 
"He knew what was in man". Semetimes p.eepIe 
ceme to. m~ "vtith a pocket full 0.£ credentials. Creden
tials' have value 'sometimes,: -bUit occa-sienally people 
giv.e other people credentia,ls ,to get rid of them, just 
to unload them en semeene else. or cours-e, i,f sUich 
credent,ials ·ar·e a recerd ef -prolenged and .ifaitthfu'l 
servic-e, .they 1'!'ave' werth; the yalue of such !creden
tiitlos dep~nds en 'itheir chara'Cter. I hav·e nothing to 

"sa.y aga;inst proper recomm.endation. Bu.t, my 
fnends, when. you come' toO th~ Lor:d Jesus Christ, 
yeu do not need any credentials, yeu de net neICd 
anyone toO rtes,ti.£y ef you. . 

I heard a man 'Pr'ay once in M'ass·ey Hall years age, 
and it w'as ,the funniest .thirig I ever heard 'in my .life. 
I could not hd,p :laughdng at itt, :and I was net in the 
least irreve:rent, ibetcaus'e ·it was net prayer at all. He 
reviened. the :h~story ef evangelism in TQ-rento-'and 
his p'ant in it! He told the Lord ef the days ef Moody, 
and reminded the Lord tha:t 'a special cemmittee was 
appointed in Ter·onto, and ttha.t he was the ,chairman 
ef itt, 'and that he went ItO Buffalo. ,to meet the great 
evangelist! And so he came down the .line, rehearsing 
the history of evangelistic movements in Toronto. aoo 
infonning the Lord of the important. parts he .. had 
played -therein. I thought it was the most absurd 
thing I ever heard. But many peOple are'in danger' of 
falling inlto the same 'er1"Or, and. imagining that .,the 
Lord is in need Of ,information. Remember, He dees 
not need 'anyone's testimo.ny, ·ancJ. ·ce-r:ta:inly nm your 
own. He knows what is in !man, and He dees not see 
any ang;el there, as 'Our friend, Professor Marshall, 
said when preaching. en this s~me 'text. No, no! 
What He saw in the heants of 'th-ese 'Peop'l-e Ied Him 
to wi,thheld Himself :6oom .them. They were so dIC
c·eitful, :fihey were so. wicked, they .were· 50- untru:st
wQrthy, He swid, "Icanno1: 'depend en you at all." 
Can He de;p'end on us? 

I should like to femow that out ·a li;ttle, h'aJd I <time, 
but I think I -can at least 'offer a suggestiQn that will 
set you. ,thinki,ng, and witH help you ,to. ·answer ,the 
questien, as' it will help me, whether we are- trust-
worthy in the si'g;ht of 'God.. . 

Is there anything in your heart or life that is incom
patible with the pre-eminence of Christ? That is the 
whQle qu-estiQ~. When the -criSli-s' of Jtife ;i's reach.ed, 
whese werd win you Ibelieve? Whese will dQ you 
stand ready to do? Whart is the supreme power in 
your life? 'God knows, and ·if the -will of God is 
regnarut there, if His word is received wi!l:'h delight, 
if Hi.s word abides in you, and you are abiding ·in His 
word, He wi'll trust yeu-. When <the crisi's comes, 
whese. W01"k rooeJives fi'rst co.nsideratien? Your in
teres:ts ? Your ph)'lsical <comfor,t? Your ma.terial pro
fit? YQur social <COIIlnections? Your. standing witth . 
your friends ? Your repu<tal1:iQn? . Your denomina-

tional s:tandi,ng, my br:other ;paster? All th'ese things? 
M us,t 'at}} these things Ibe 'con-sidered first? And de 
you stand ready to de the wiU and :the work of God 
only insofar as it may censist with these ether inter
e-sts? If that be so., God wiJl never trust yQU. He 
w.ill not commit Hims'elf to you. But :when your 
LU1?iness, yQur plea-sure, your -comfor,t, your secial 
~elations, your fami,ly, 'your. wife, yeur' husband, all 
your temporal interests, yeur honour, your reputatien, 
everything-:1f He sees thiaJt yoti are pes.sessed of a 
faith that will subo'rdinate every ,interest in life to ,the 
supreme ,du<ty ·of doing the will and' the werk of God, 
and that, laying yeur own honQur in the dust, you 
will giIVe 'all honour ,to. His name, He will give you 
a Job to do .for Him! He wiiU ·,trus:t yeu. In ether 
werds, no man can be trusted of God if in his hear:t' 
and liifoe God is not -first. "How can ye beiieve whO' 
r'eqeive heneur 'One ef another, and seek .not the hon
eur which cemeth from Ged onlly?" 

There as one eutstanding exampJ.e, yeu remember, 
when the Lor-d c'ame to. Apraham's tent, and said, 
"Shall I hide frem Albraham the' thing which I do? 
Shall I -trust' him with -a revelatien.? Sha'll I ,tell him 
where I ·am· going? ShaH I tell him wha.f My plans. 
are ?"-as theugh Delity were 'seliloquising' wi<th - Iot
se.I£, and saying, "W'haJt 'a:beut Albrahatm? Can I trust 
him? Can I really Itrus-t 'him?" At last He reache'd 
Ins conclusion, 'and said, "I know hum. I knew 'he 
wi1.l cemmand his children and hi'S heusehold af,ter 
hilll. I knew ,that when at last I shal'l .slay .to him~ 
Take now thy so.n, thine -only .sen Isaa·c, whom thow 
lovest, and get the·e ~n<to the land ef Meriah; and -offier 
him there for a burnt effening uPQn ene Qf the meun
ta·ins which I will tell. -tJh·ee ef, when iln 'Vhe late, lalte. 
evenling time I shaH come <to .A!bra'ham and say to him,.. 
'Abraham, yeu have 'gene down into death ·once, I am 
going to lead yQU -into .the valley of the shadewagain,. 
and 'ask you to. lay -everything you have in -death for 
me', I know he will de;> lit." And 'he did it! . Only·as
we do likewise -can He trust us. 

"0 Cross, that litftest up my head, 
I dare noOt ask ,to fiy from Thee; 

I lay' ,in du'st -life's' glQry ·de'ad, 
And frQm the ground _the're blQssoms red 

Lite thaJt sh'alll ,endless 'be." 

Let us 'Pray: 0 Lord, we ,t'hank Thee fo.r .the prJvi
leges o£ the Chris~tian life, privileges whi'cti angels 
covell:. We thank Thee ,tha.t Theu ,hast cemmi,tted to· 
our trust this sacred secret, which thing the ange'ls 
desilI"e to loek inlte. Only. as Thy gra'ce abounds. 
toward us can lWe be wOll"thy ef this high voca.tio.n. 
We pray th'at Thy dear child·ren in Thy presence :this. 
morning may be fO~1fl'd worthy in T~y sig;ht to be· 
trusted. 0 'Cleanse us, we pray Thee, -ef evell"Ylthing
that defi'leth. RevClal it to 'us, <that we may d:elaber-
ately and, volun<tarily put away everything thaJt :is
inconsiistent with Thy glery, er .incompati,ble with the ~ 
a-bsolu,te 'su!pr-emacy of Jesus Christ in eur lives. 0-
Lord, if w~ iknow an)"thing, we want T'hee to 'be first;. 
we want Thee to be All. and in All. Help us to, a. 
fuller su'rrender of Qurselves, to a more complete· 
yielding of 'spirit, soul and bedy, 1Jha<t we may /be pre;-, . 
serv-ed entire u.nto ,the comin'g of Quit" Lord J esU's .>, 
Christ. For Jesus 'Christ's sake we ask lit, Amen. 
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WRONG END UP! 
"They ·that have turned the world' -up

side d'own have come hither als'o'!; ye's, 
.that - is whialt s'Ome ,of the (o.ntM"ioO) 
Londtmer.s think of the present m,inistry 
of Pa5>tor James M~-Gi-n;lay. Of course', 
the ,truth is thai!; the wor.ld ,is' wrong end 
up, anyway; .therefore ,to inv·ert it, is to 
right it. With the ,blesosing of the Lord, 
that is' iWha-t this fiery Scot is a·bout. 

A week ago last Sund!ay, evening his 
,thewtre ,service w.as carried' on against 
opposition of ,such a' special na:ture as 
was' -Ukely to attract much of the· float
dng elemen.t away from attendance; 
nevertheless, there were not more than 
twenty vacant ,s'eats in the whoae of 'the 
thiNe en hundred avail-able ·at the Cap-i
tol Theatr·eI. Needless !to say, the 
preacher did not spare words. Inside 
the last month or ISO, a score have pro
fessed faith in -Ghrist. Ten were ,to be 
ba·ptized in the 'theatre las-t Sunday 
evening. Prayer meeting,s have ,an 
a·ttendance oil: 'one hundred and ,tweDlty, 
and ,that, we under!1Jta'oo, in a home! The 
w<lrk on the buiLdling -is' IProgressing 
rapidly, and ,the dirain on the finances 
is correspond·ingly heavy. ~,he wage bill 
alone -is $400.00 per week. Now then, 
help if y:ou·-ca:n. -· . -. . 

"-SUNSHINE HOUR.'~_ 
A particularly enooura~ing erleme;JJlj; 

in ·the wOil."k undoer the direction -of Pas
tor J.- G. -Conner, in 'S1lra·tf;ord Memorial 
Ohurch., is ,the attraction <lif j,uriiors to 
hear the Gos'Pel of Him Who Iov.es -to 
sarve ·in y'O'Ilth. After a period, of depres
sion, the Sunday ,School attendance now 
averages .aroU!lld two hundred. Recent
ly ·a "-Sunshine Hour" for boys a:n.di gil'll<s 
was announced; ltic~ets were distributed 
at. the d'ay sch.-ool; sbout ;four hundlred 
children thereupon gathered a:t the 
church, and they had! ·a ,good ,time. "In 
the daY'S' of thy yoou't'h," was the advice 
cd' the Preacher; older folks do well to 
prompt such ",memDry". 

• • • • 
PASTOR J. R. DAVISON. 

The Melrose P,arK Church, in North 
Toronto, now has ·as pa&tor an Idshman, 
right from DubUn, in, ,the per5>on -of Mr. 
Jas. R. Damon" a preacher of the s·ame 
old, hut ever new, Story .that we all love. 
The average attend·ance la·t the Sunday 
School no·w - run.s about eighty-five. 
Albout a h-ulI!dired; and' fifty enjoyed the 
,Christml8iS Tree 0'llI Decemrber the ·3Oth. 
During the fifteen m-onths of thiis 
chlH'ch's' exira,tence, ·a total of $2,132.83 
has -been raised! 'by church and! Sunday 
Sehooa. A 'Satu'l1diay evening prayer 
meeting now pleads for rthe sou'Is of 
men, Ill1d a~so for the building need's Off 
this work. -· . . -. 

MILESTONES. 
A number of <lur churches hold their 

alllll!ual meetings early in ·the new year. 
We have received reports from severaa 

W. GORDON ·BROWN. Editor. 

such; 'a s-ummary of these ;re,por1ls fol- in the work here." Rev. A. ThoniS'Oon is 
lows herewith. p~tor. -

. iBethel, Orillia. . Annette St., Toronto. 
At its second· annual meeting -our ·fel- . "The 'an:nual meeting of AtIiIlette 

low Reguloars in Or.i11ia found! .their Street BaptiJSt ChUirC'h warS' 'held on 
member.ship stand~ng a·t 8'1; duri·ng the Th-ursdlay, Janruary 23rd, with a larger 
y.eM" 8 hard! been received 'by bapti5>m, attendance than a year ago; there wras 
and 6 -by eXiPerience, a total -of 114. Dur- a d:ecided1y inrcr·eas·ed enthusi·asm- and a 
ing the year, the' church raised $3,l!5J4.ol2, very earnest desire mlll1,ifestedi f-or a 
of which $1.180.96 was for the building d'eeper spirituality a·nd .gre'wter PeI'!SlOI):al 
fund', ·and $56-2.9'1 for mis:sions and evangelistic effort. It i,So eXipected that 
Miners" Relid. During ,the ,mon!th .of Dr. Wm. L. PettingiJoI wiJ.l be with the 
Decem:ber, three men were -baptized; on church for·a week Oil." two early in March. 
a recent Sun'li'ay evening, another man "A clliSe ·of good -was 'presented to the 
came forward seeking salva'ti()(Il!. Mr. J. ol1g-a:n.ist a'lld choir leader, Mrs. R. Stor
Byers is pastor. rar, and to the pianist, Mrs'. C. Hogdsoll'. 

On motion, greetings were forwar,d/ed to 
Beneficent, Montreal. our home land foreig'll. rmils'si()lIl!aries, and 

The Lord is using Rev. JuleS!_ Da:n.- al5>o a message of love and oSympathy to 
,then'Y in the d-ifficul!l; wOil."k of ,our French the pastor's wife, Mrs. Woo J. H. Brown, 
church ,in Mon,treaa. Reports at ·their in he·r great suffering !through a long 
annual meeting on J'anuary 22nd showed illness. 
an increase in membership of 2 in spite "The annu8:J. reports MOW t()/tall ;re
of the decrea.se of '2 members and the ceipts oIf $10,lQ7.34, ,6f which $3-,4~8.96 
departure of 7 to Belgiu·m; for there was for missions." 
were received by barpt~sm, 7, otherwise, A special- :f.eature in the reports was 
4. Tihe memobers'hip now stand/s, at 43. that of the Annette· Gospel Oar. During 
A total of $519.79 paiS sed through the 1929 this instrument of service travelled 
treasurer's hands. T.m-ollg'h the ,minis- 1,508 miles; 11,600' trac:fis· IloIld 55Q Gos
try of Bro. Dantheny, many French- pels were distributed; 60 c.hurch Iservices 
Oanadia:n Romran Catholics arre having were taken _ ,by members of the Band', 
their eyes oopened; one meBlns: ·otf xeach- with 19 reported conversions'; and! 30 
ing these people is ,the hunrdJredlSi 'of open-air meeti·ngs were held, with 5 
Testaments and Scripture portions dlils- more pro·fessed conversio-n!S-. Our Lord 
tributed. Apparently. a Gasp'el service said to begin at Jeros·alem, arnd -to seek 
was head O'll the 'liight of the annual -first His Kingdom; tMs -band: of workers 
meeting, and for it not -a single seat takes such commands seriously; Itheir 
was' left vacant in the mis'sion han. first 'open-air meeting was· near the 

home base, at the corner of Dundas &to 
Mitchell Square. and: P.acific Ave.,' arn:d it was' held as 

The report we have received from ea:rly a.s April 13th! The last meeting 
MitcheM Square Regular B.apt~srt Ohurch of the season was held at Bolton on 
is very short; .there was a total receipt Novem'ber 2nd. 
during the pas't year o()f $512.53. Orangeville. 

Mount Pleasant Road, Toronto. F'rom. Annette to Orangeville- is frorm 
The clerk of the_M'Ounlt Pleasant Rood a church. {)if about 400 members to one 

Church, at their r,ecent -business session, of aboult_100. During the year tire mem
repoil."ted a net gain in member.srhijp of beTship had 7 addli·tions, 3. -of them being 
18, the d!e'tail being ars foM-ows: received by baptism'; nev·eil."thele~s, dleaths and 
by baptism', 18; 'by letter, 17; ,byexperi- erasure reduced the net g.ain .to 3. The 
e-nce, 2,-a gain of 3.7; removed by' let- church 'and aliI dts- auxili'arietS' gave a 
tel', 5; .by erasure, 9; death, 5-a loss of tatal of $3,270.16. $303.5'5. was sent by 
19. The presen.t mem'bership is 173. The .the church proper, <that is, exclusi.ve of 
treasurer reported receipts foOr alil Pllir- sudsidiM"Y . organizations, ,to missiO'!lJs 
pos'es to be. $10,245, of which. $947, given thrlOugh our Union: The business· ses
to m~Sisions was ·paid -over to the ,trea- sion was !preceded! by a ISIUpper, -when 
surer of o~r Uni-on. - $4,000 was given l!lel!1lbers. and ~end's ~athered,as' be
!oor the fire f.und!, ,this ,money being- heve'l1s d~d of olodl, for a meal tog~thil!!-"' 
used to· repair damage done !bY the A week .ago ~ YOU'll,g ~an am.d :hls WIfe 
fire our readiers will remember In'Clud- were receIved In to thIS church ·on ex
ed in the .grand ,total giv,e'n above were perie-nce; last SundaY8iD?th~r . yooung 
the Sunday School fun.drs, amoullitimg -to If.Lan entered the memberS/hllP iby lUl:mer·· 

• • • • $414. There was a llo·taa attend'a.troe aft Sl·on. 
the Bible _ School of 8,4'83; the average 
per Sunday was:' .priI!1laxy, 60; senior, ANOTHER MISSION OPENING •. 
10.1; teachers, 2'3. The- retiring clerk ·When a .member .of the men's Bible 
a.dds: "The spiritual .tone of the moe~t- study class ,of HughS'On St. Ba'Ptist 
ingoS week .by week !has been very high; Church, Hamilton, moved It<l the Bridige
the attendance, especially of strangers, view Survey, om ·the Gue·J.p'h Highway, 
has been eood, . Wednesday -eveni'llg he had, it laid on his hear-t to s:1JaTt a 
prayer meetings. are _w-eH. attended. We puyer meeting in ·the h-omes of the dis
are trulS'ting in God for futUire Iblessing trict. So far, eleven meetings have seen 
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twelve professions of :faith ,in Christ. 
Students Wm. Dynes and iP'aul Abriel, 
melI!bers ,of Hughs,on St.,. attend~ng our 
Seminary, have' taken meetings. NOoW 
comes ,the prospect of a 'permanent mis
sioD'. 'A man who is, not himself a Bap
tist, hIllS donated! 'a l'Ot, valued at $400. 
P'rayer is asked' for fundls to eil',ec,j; a mis'
sio-n hall. 

HORROR AND HUMOUR IN 
HEATHENDOM. 

We who live in a civilized lando, with 
-the privileges of Christian fellowshi,p, 
little real-ize how much our three mis
sionaries> rin dark Liberia haV'C to .face. 
The most ,diabolical :foorms of heathenism 
abound .. We Ihave . read that secret 'so
cietioes, presided ·over by "the devil", 
hold sessions o-utside of a village, for 
weeks, months, or even yeal'S" Witch 
doctors, so authentic reports' ·say, seem 
almost to be 'a:Me to kill a1; will. The 
manner in which the young negroes are 
initiated into the vilest· of practices, is, 
to .say the least, naus'eating. Surely, the 
cheerines's with which our missionaries 
write ·home, ,is, an evidence of the grace 
of God in their hearts. 
- Here are some more racey extracts 

from a letter receiv-ed from Mrs. Davey, 
dated Novembe,r 5th, '1929: 

Dorch.ins for Sunday School. 
"I 'have sp'ent the morning hunting up 

pictures of animals to cut out to decorate 
a sand-tray, to illus,trate a lesson for the 
'kiddi,es' next ISunday.· All I can find, 
however,'is one norse, t\yo cows, a deer, 
and that famwus d'Og 'Bonzo',-I woooer 
if 'Bon~o' will be recognized? Well, the 
,little 'black girl who is sitting on the mat 

. this morning, struggling with the alpha
bet, has clas'sified him. After regarding 
the picture for a .minute or ·so, she 
shouted joyfuUy, 'It's a dog'; so into the 
s'and,-tray'he goes·. I had better explain 
that the lessOon is' on the Creation, I 
comme·need ,Sunday School last SundaY: 
The men :f!)lk 'have given me control of 
the children, while, they teach the adult 
school. - I had .twenty-four little black 
urchins last week and we .had a glorious 
timo~. They· were mostly hoys, and I 
find that the girls and women will not 
come unless they are' dressed·. I 'have 
made a couple of d·resses out of old :cre
tonne cushion tops, combined with un
bleached cotton, f{}r two girls and shall 
be su're (}f them next Sunday. 

The Third Wife. . 
"One of these girls lives' in ·the ~illage. 

She can't be mOore than twelve, and ,her 
slim little hody is decorated with a rope' 
of heavy heads. Her hair is braided into 
dozens of little spikes, sticking up all 
around ;ner head, and she is a veritable 
Topsy. E~ry day she comes to 'see me 
with a big sm..iIe and a cheery 'Mornin' 
Mummy'. The poor child is the third 
wife of the laziest man in the village, 
and she js practically a little slave, with 
about as much chance of Oobtaining any 
clothing beyond! 'her beads as the man in 
the mOoon. After some difficulty, I ~b
ta·ined permission :foor her to come to 
Sunday, School, from ,her husband, who 
did not like to refuse, because I- had 

:'helped his old'e8't wife and tiny haby a 
short while ago. YOoU should 'have seen 
that child's joyful face 'wlien she saw 
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the little dress and knew that she could 
come to Sunday School. Well, she will 
have a chance to hear that God loves her 
an~' that Jesus died for her. These poor 
lilif;le black wives·, it is verr hard to get 
hold of them and v~ry dIfficult to get 
permission for them to come ,to ·us regu-
larly. . .'. . 

I 
Chicken for Dinner. 

"To-night we are celebrating. Mr. 
Lewis is coming for dinner 'and Mr. 
Kennedy, the gentleman who was so 
very kind when I arrived. He ,is in 
Lib-eria' on business. I have an old' 
rooster 'boiling at this minute, in antici
pation of our, party. Horace is still 
working on .the house, and it will be 
almoat completed by the end of Decem
ber;and we shall be so glad to be there 
inste'ad ,of in this hot village." 

I ('Later.) "As Mr. Kennedy came out 
in.·his motor truck, Horace grasp~ the 
opportunity to go 'back to the beach with 
him to ge,t remittances at the bank, and 
I Ihave, just finished :packing a hundred
pound case of sugar into tins,-the only 
way to protect it from the millions of 
bugs and ins'ects. It was 'some' j.oIb! 
Then on going out into the yard, I found 
tWo of 'my precious ducklings wi·th their 
:reet in the air, departed this life! We 
are trying, to rais$! our own ducks and 
chickens, but somehow they !Seem .1'10' ge.t 
tired of living in spite of Oour care! ... 

"Itchy" Folks. 
.' "I have had--:several patients for ,tre,at

n»ent, all with the one complaint, ,the 
i~h. This js a great place tor that par
tLcular trouble, and a short while ago 
w;e had a hoy come, who was' so bad that 
it made one ill to look at him. He was 
.cove,red,-Ihea.d, f;ace, body and limbs. 
You could not put 'a .pin-point on a single 
sound spot, 'and Oon his legs were great, 
dirty ulcers. iI just said, 'I'm afraid I 
can't do anything', but his disappointed 
f,ce was too much for me. He had 
walked miles. We put up a little grass 
hpt for him and hegan treatment,
SImply a hot bath daily,--.provided him 
w;ith carbolic soap, and hop'ed for the 
best. I could not· begin using my precious 
Mecca on 'him, for it would ·have taken 
al whole t,in .to coyer ·:the 's,ores! But'to 
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having a ibath' and a nice clean suit, ,he 
promptly rolled ina pudcile of mud'; so 
for punishment he was put to washing 
his suit. He is flapping 'the suit around, . 
while on his knees by'a pail of water, 
so much for the ,pun-ishment!" -

W:hat a good thing Mrs. Davey has a 
saving serise of Ihumour! They -say a 
missionary must 'be able to see a joke 
where there is noOne,. Wauld not a little 
more of this joyful spirit help thipgs in 
your home, too? 

MICHIGAN NOTES. 
By Rev. ~. ·R. Peterson. 

GRAND RAPIDS. . 
The Spirit of the ,Lo!'ld' has ,been mani

festing His pow.er andi presence in Cal
vary Churcih. PaS'to-r Wm. -Heald~ey 
baptized ten ,on .the last Sunday in the 
year. Se-ven ·of ,these' were f!'lom one 
family. A husband, and wife, who ''had 
been estra~ged', weil'e saved! and! re
united. 'l;'he-ir ·son, age .1'2, was saved. 
The -hus'band'iS father, 'age about 70 or 
75, 'his uncle, age '11, his aun.t, age 65, 
and ·his sis-ter wer,e "a~l JS·aved, and! were 
among those buried- with Ohrist in bap
tism. An'()lther of the converts was a 
~aod.y, a.ge 55 years', who had ibeen great
ly prejudiced again!lt ,the HaptilSlts.· 
W'hen she a!'lose from .the. liquid grave, 
she took the ,pastor .by the hand and be
gan singing, "0 'happy day, w.hein Jesus 
washed ,my sins away." Such manifes
tations of the'- Divine power would. cheer 
·the i1Ie'art of any ,pastor. The serious 
question ill', l8-houLd not this ,be the Il,or
'mal ,experience o.f ,ever.y ~hurch? Selah! 

• • • •• 
. GRAND LEDGE. 

. Pastor Carl A. Smith c:los.e.dJ his work 
with this church ·the middle of ·January. 
He is now giving himself to Bioble ·teach
ing, ,Pastoral 'supply, 'and cO'llJference 
work.. Together with Mrs. Smith.; he is 
conducting ,the "Speed! the Light Book-' 
room", ,at 127 N. McKinley Ave., Batllle 
Creek, Mich., where sioundl, ev'angelical 
literature can 'be obtained. 

• •••• 
our -delight, cleanliness and care worked . A DOUBTFUL COMPLIMENT. 
wonders, and above all the bles'sing of 
our 'God, Who has so often met 001' help
l~ssness with His almighty strength. 
The· boy is well enough now to come to 
c'p-urch and ~e enjoys the ,services. We 
are praying that Ihe will take Christ as 
his, Saviour and put away his sin. The 
fame of that cure spread; and! so a few 
more 'itchy' .folk came along. . 

A Black Cupid? 

In The Watchman-Examiner, issue of 
Jan. 2, appears the :foollowing: "A pastor 
in a far-away State wri.tes us as fOoT
~lows: 'Y ou- ~are .giyi~g ,fue Baptisrbs of 
America a .great ,P8jper, and doing a 
sorely needed wor-k at the present. You 
have solved the problem 'ocf being thor
oughly oDthodox andl ·a£ the s'llIllle time 
in line with all lIhings ,thai!; Baptists are 
doing; 'a thing that some of ·our oOrtho
dox friends hlave not done'!' · '. . . "Our little boy, Gya Ba, is quite a 

problem. Sometimes he is lilre a 'black 
cupid, but again is a little rascal. He 
k:nows how to swear ·and help himself ·to BUSY. 
things that do not belong to him; but _ ,Pastors are, .and ought to ,be, busy. 
when he 'sees a lump of sugar coming, Dr. M. E. Hawkins, :paosto,r of .the First 
~e puts on a -roos't angelic expression Baptist Church of Mis'hawaka, -Indian'a, 
and sings, ',Only trust Him', or, 'In .the i'ives the following summary oOf his 
sweet bye and ibye'. He is a very oS,mall work: "During 1929, the p'astor made 
boy yet, ·and who knows what the future a42 caUs,.baptized 49, uni,ted 37 couples 
holds for him? W·hen one remembers in 'holy 'matrimony, conducted. 6'1 funer
that many are' praying for him, and God als, besidle .the ordinary diu,ties .of a 
40es' answer prayers, we are nopeful for pastor. Fifteen 'UIll,ited: With the church 
o-ur -roischiey.ou~ little 'black boy. JU'st ·on confession of faIth :and twelve -by let
~ow ~e is hav,ing a wondedul time. Af;ter ter. Nineteen were dis:miSl.Sed". 

• 
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privi'lege and resiponsibility of being the the promise is made that.He would come 
custodians of ·~d's truth; ;wIso the warn- quickly. His coming will ,be uneacpected 
ing of our Lord concer,ning His coming and unwe'lcome to th'llse who are unpre
as a thief, in judgment UIp'on the dIs- pared, (I Thes·. 5:1-3), but to .those who 
obedient, silently, swiftly, a·nd une'X- are ready i,t will !be ,a :glorious and 
pected'ly. bIessed event, (Titus 2:13). To 'all, how-

February 16th, 1930 (c) A promise of reward, (v:s. 4-6). ever, the event ha's a practical signifi-
First Quarter. The p~omise is< ,given firs.t to .those in cance. He that hath this hope in him 

CHRIST'S MESSAGE TO THE 
CHURCH~S (Con.) 

Sa'l'dis who had not defiled their gar- purifieth himself; e·tc. (I John. 3:3)., and 
ments. Even· in such a dead pl'ace the the exhortation is given ··here t()l "hold 
Lord had His ,true re.presentatives, as fast that which thou has.t that no man 

Lesson Text: Revelation 3. in the days' ·of Elijah, (I Kings 19:18). take thy cro!Wln". F.aithIfulness means 
Golden Text: "To him that overcometh He is ne·ver .without His faithful ones, reward, unfaithfulness means loss, (1 

will I grant to sit with me in my though at times they :may Ibe difficult .to Gor. 3:14, 15). We sometimes si·ng, 
throne, even as I also overcame, and locate. The reward to be given them is "Will there be ·a·ny stars in:my crown?" 
am set down with my Father in his the ,blessed privilege of walking with We had bette'l' make sure, finst, of the 
throne."-Rev. 3:21. the LO'l'd in wihite. And! the same reward crown, for there .is a distinct implica. 

I. SARDIS, (vs. 1-6). is to be granted! to the overcomers. They tion that aU will not have cr,olWlls. This 
('a) Condition of ,the Church, (v.1). are to be clothed in white raIment ·and' is an incentive 'and! a warn1ng. The won-

to have their names confeg,sed before cirous relWard of the 'Ove·reomer is· then 
. The church in ,s'amis is de:picted' as God the Father. The afHictioll!S of this s,tated. It ·shouJ.d 'be noted that while 
the dead· c~urch: T~e .Lord, the up~old~r life wHl ,then seem iDISignifica:nt. It is all the child'ren of God! wil1 slUre'ly enjoy 
of the stars, HIS mm~s~ers, s·p~~kmg lD truly 'blessed: ;and fruitful to .be faithful eternal life, 811'1 wHl not ibe 'l'ewarded 
the fulnes's of the SpIrIt, s.a15, .. - I k;n'OW to God. N'Ote the importance of living alike. The reward is in accordance with 
thy wa.rks, that thou has.t a. nam:e that in .tlhe light of the judg.Dlen,t seat of the faithfulness. 
thou livest, 'and. art d:ead". ,~ard1s was' Gh'l'ist. III. LAODICEA', (vs. 14-22). 
the ancient capItal of the kingdom of 
Lydia situated near the riVeT .P.actolus, II. PHILADE~PHIA, (vs. 7·13). ·(a) Lukewarmness, (vs. 14-16). 
thirty'~three miles from Thyatira, and (a~ Op·po~umty, . (vs .. 7, 8). Laodijcea is 'situated 'O'Ile hundred: miles 
twenty-eight from Philadelphia. It was' I. Phl'ladelphla recelve~ ItS name fr·om eas,t of Ephe·sus in the val~ey of tJhe 
the seat of the worshi.p of ·the goddess ItS found'er, Attalus., ~mg of Per:gamum, Lycus. It was :i5ounded ,by Antiochus· II 
Cy:bele. Archaeological e:X:C'8ivatio-ns have who. wa~ cll;lled Phl}ade,lphus, Qecause of Syria and named for 'his wife, and 
·brought to light a church buill(l!ing si'tu- of 'hls devoti,on to 'hIspredecessor ,a:nd like· PhiJadelph1a if was des.igned to be 
ated' close to a heathen .temple and! en- brother, Eumenes II. I~ was .ifoun?ed f~r a missionary of Hellenism. As a city it 
tared therefrom. The clos·e pr.oximity of the purpose of 'spreadu~.g :aeHeE:I~m m po'ssessed oonsiderable wealth which 
·these ·build·ings may have its signifi- the ~a~tern part of Yyd~a, hence it WillS .gave rise -to a feeling :of seIf-satisfac
canee, although one cannot de:fini,tely a mlss.wDa·ry C!.ty from. the. fir~t, .and! the tion, ·which was reflected in the church 
state the same. Nothing is ,said of con- mess~g~ of the Lord ~mphes .thls cha!- life. Th1s led to lukewarmness in the 
flict· in relaotion to this chureh,. either ac~e'l'lstlc .of. the .. ch~rch. .~ur Lord in service of God. The people w:ere neither 
within or from: withOlUt; the· re·ason t}~.lS connectIon '~Ignificantly 'relfers. to cold ·nor hot. This implies' manifest in
prohably being due to ·the de'adnes'S 0:( hlllD~elf as' the One thaot hath the k~y of d'ift'erence, and lack of ,re'al interest in 
itS< members. They would ibe too help- David, w~o. ~pe~th and no rna'll! s~ut- spirituail affairs, which had an IlIiiverse 
less to deal with enemies wiJthin 0'1' to terth. Th~s' ImplIes. power and' 8uthorltr, effect upon the' Lordi. He stated that 
arouse oiPposdtion outside. I'll! 'general and ·as such an one He ~ets ,before thIS on acca.unt ,0If their conditia.n He would 
there was· .but a 'p·I'.ofes,sion of 'l'eUgion, church an. ·opeon. door, whIch ~o man can spu~ them out of His mouth. Their con

.. the real Hving eooperienceof salvation s~ut. ThIS me'ans. ?lI?Portumty f.or ser- dition was .simply. n'aJUseatingto Him. 
was' lacking. Note the dijfference be- VIce, a~so .;responslhIIlty, duty, and ca'll It is of interest ·to note the meaning oil' 
tween mere Pl'ofession ·and 'l'eal posses- to .seTV1ce. Note the prese.n.t day open' the term Laodicea, and its appHcation 
sion of saIvation. Note also the c'auses doors. symbolicaUy and! ,prophetica!iay, imply-
'Of deadness, such 'as prayerlessness, sin, ('b) ~indicatiO'lll,. (v. 9).. ing the ~hurch of the pea.ple, the real 
etc.; and the consequences 0If .the same, Enem~es may triuInlPh ror. 'a b.me, but democratic church, the church in which 
powerlessness, unf;ruttfuJ.ness, fallse wit- soo,ner or late'l' the Lord's fal·thfut people the people rule. ·Carried' to the extreme 
nessing, etc. . receive 'vindication, .na.t in' the lowest it means the LO.rd outside the door, (v. 

(b) A call to watchfulness, (vs. ·2, 3). personal sense, but m the truth. The 20). Note .the SIgns of lukewaTmness in 
It is evident from the verse wihieh fol- f~se Jews ref~rred :to in this Ve1"S8 had these days, itS< curse, and its cure, etc. 

lows that~aill the members of this church gIven ?,?U'ble In. another ChUTCh, (2:9), (b) .Self-satisfaction, (vs. 17-19). . 
WeTe not dead, and .that there Wa5i stiH and eVIdently thllS church had '~lso S'IlIf- In o.utward matters this church had: 
some hope of 1ICcom~1ishing .something f~red through ,them, 'but. the tlllDe was an that it required·. It· was rich and 
in their midst. But a stirring call was nIgh When ~d would mte'l'Vene. ~e increased Writh good!s', and had need of 
neeessa:ry .to awaken the members to w~ld ma~ .them tOo come and worshIp nothing. It was quite ,S!atisfied with its 
the. rea1ity of their. cond1tion. Tihey are .before theIr fe~, ·an~ to mow th~t !Ie condition, but it showed great blindness 
enjoined ,to be "watch:1lId". A dead had l?ved them.. 'Dhls means adiml.Sil!lOIll concerning its spiritu'al s-tate. It had the 
church is 'One thalt is igna.ra:nJt ,0If tts! true ?f gl;ult and reail surrender, and lpossl,bly world's goods in a:bundBnce, but it was 
condition, givinlf no attention 'to the ImplIe.s the conve!~l1.on of ·these en~~le.s. lamentably poor and distre·ssed Sipirit
realities of the .s~tu:ation. And the devil And, ,after al!, t!rls ~sthe best.8Illd :}l:lgh- ua!Ily. . And' it must ·be remembered God 
is keen to get III chlllrch into such a. con- es.t type oQf vIndlca.tlon .. There IS: c~mfort judiges a church, '!lOt by' its beautif'1i!l. 
mtion; it can then do ibis 'kingdom nOo and encOlUragement ;here for falthf~:l- buiJdlings, or its orna:te furnishings but 
harm. Aler.tnes:s: and strength are bOoth ness, even UiIlder the m·ost adverse Cl'l'- by the spirituality of its members 'Far 
required ,to stand 'against the wiles of cums.tance.s.. bette'l' to have a church compo~ed of 
the adversary, (Ep·h. 6:2), and this (c) Reward, (vS'. 10-13). poor persons spiritually rich than rich 
church is exhorted! ·to "strengthen the The Lord does not forget to reward pers<?ns spiritually poor, for God will 
-things which remain that ·are ready to those who are faithful to Him and prOVIde for every need and manifest 
die", referring to matters in ibhe cihureh the promise is Ilnade .that because' they His powm: th'l'a.ugh Iives thus co;nsecrat
life affected by the general deadness. had kept the word of His patience He ~d to HIm. Note the :nature of our 
They are further caNed to Temember wou,ld keep -them from the ib'OIUl" of temp- LOrd's co'unsel to this church,· 'and the 
that which they had 'l'ecei·ved 'and 'heard', tation which should ca.me upon all the can to ~pe1lll;ance. There is 'hope even 
and to hold it fast and repent. They had: -wa.rld, to try: :the~ that d'Well ~ the for the ·Lukewarm. . 
~v~ the tru~h 'at the !begUming of earth •. This: is a.refeTen~e to III parlicu- (c). Christlessness, (vs. 20-22). 
theIr hds.tory, theIr dtuty !IlOlW was to hold lar tri:bu·lati'O'Il from· whleh they, ~ould TJus church was so seIf-slatisfied that 
it fast. If the church had 'been alert in be deHvered, ·prophetieail·ly typical of the evidently it did not realize itsl neOO! of., 
this ·matter false :teaching would nOlt .great tribulation preceding our Lord's the Lord. He 'Was outside .the door 
have ga~ned such a ihold. Note the second coming. Concerning th1s return seeking ad,mission. ' 
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