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"BEHOLD,." I MAKE' ALL, THINGS NEW" 
vVhy do men cling to, aId things? Why, b~ing affered But where persanality persists,. and life is lang can., 

new win·e, <laes the epicurean ex'Cl'aim, "The aId is ~inued, and growth and development are uninterrupted, 
better"? Why is the avera:ge man so innately c~n- no one qbjects to new things .. Indeed, they are pre
servative that, having once poss·essed a thing, he is ferred befor·e ttIe old. The s'aints are not preserved 
reluctan~ to let it go? . in divine remembr<l:n~e by their 'bones. It were a libel 

Sometimes' 'People cling to old things for sentimental 'on Infinity to believe that God needs some ancient 
reasons,-a pie~e of old-fashioned furniture, a pi:ece relic to call forth His hea·li~g power. The hand. af 
of plate, a ring~ a pair of ba.by's shoes, yellow with Providence was not outstretched to preserve the seam
age; sometimes an' old garment; .still aftener, an old less robe as9a memorial of the Cruci.fi,ed'. Sueh. a gar ... ·· 
letter! Such things are sor:netimes treasured as though ment might be a useful reminder of a dead fri,end; but 
their price were above n~bies. Very often they haVe ole! things are not necessary to remind God of the glori~ 
little intrinsic value. If sold for what they are worth fied Christ Who, sits on the right hand of the Majest:y 
in the market, the return w'ould',be very. small. Why, on high.' HE can afford to make "all things new". 
then, are they kept? Why does the rather ugly'piece In the great cathedrals 0.£ London, and ·of England 
o£ furniture cum'ber the room, and refuse to give place generally, there are mar-ble and granite memorials af 
to a modern pr'oduction af more artis~ic design? The great men and great deeds, Iby whom and iby which 

the foundations were raid, and the boundaries ex-. piece of plate is never put upon the table at meal . 
times: it would be out af harmony with the general tended, of the 'greatest 'of all empi.res, . And_ even in the 
equipment of the' house, Why is it preserved within new world, where men ~re more disposed to welcome 

I ' .., 0 the rl'ng? No ane wears rl'ngs new things, because there are few things that are' g ass as a pnze r r, . 1 . 
of that sort nowadays; and yet no mOoney c,?uld buy it, really 0 d,-even here historic memorials af the Lin-. 

As for the baby-shoes: they are moth-eaten, yet coIns and the. VVashingtons, the Cartiers and the 
h h' h . 1 ' Champlains, and others of the departed great, are 

they are preserved in a ouse w IC IS an y occaslOn- preserv.ed. Alas! In this world wher.e life is sub-
ally visited by children-and then they are either ject to human limitations, sentiment farbids that "aU 
grand-children, or. great-grand..:childr.en. As for the things" 's.tIould be ma,de new. But the tattered flags 
letter: it cannot compare for peatness with the modern 
typewritten epistle. ' . . . of glorious victories achieved in the past call be dis;! 

pen sed with by Him Who is the Lard af life. . . 
Ah, but these old things' have associations which . Sometimes men are reluctant to y.ield their aId things 

are m,ore precious than gald: They speak af "a van- . 't9r reasons of economy. We have never heard of any
ished hand, and the sound of a voice that is still". The one's wearing shoes. down at heel far the s'ake of . 
baby, had 'he lived-yes, had :he lived I-might by this sentiment; nor of anyone's wea·ring a faded caat be
time 'have been .·a father ar a ~and-fathe:. ~ut to the cause .he entertained a special affectian for: it I But 

. one who, ha.nd'les ~hose baby-shppers .he !S S!llI a babe many.wear old shoes because they cannot afford new 
in the ,cradle,-a~d ~4e memory af hls. r1'Pph?g lau'g~-. ones, and old clothes far the same reason. Althaugh 
t.er and of. the mUSIc made along the hallwar by hiS . it has always !heen a hazardous business, the habit af _ 
toddling feet, ever and ~nan come~ back With won- sewing new patches on al.d gar:ments has been a com- I 

draus f.reshness as those httle ,wopl shppers are brought mon practice. But whether it be an old coat, or an 
to' view. aId house, or anything else that i,s old, it has been . 
, It is the limitatian of human life, then, the passage' common' to retain as much af the old as possi;ble~ anly 
af time, the agony af lave's 'bereavement, death it- because ane cbuldnot afford "all things new". 
self,--'RlI these giye ,an artific·ial value' to, some of the In other cases, economy. af strength' underl'ies whjlt 
aId things. . seems to, be an undesirable conservatism,' Why nat 

(. 
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tear down the old building? Why plough around the 
tree-stumps instead of rooting "out t~e old' thil~gs? 
Only 'because there w.as not strength for 'the task. I 

Conservatism is but another name for finiteness and 
lim~tation. 

:In 'still other instances, men preserve the old because 
they have no skill to produce a new thing that is bet
ter. There are old pi,ctures thia;t bring fabulous prices. 
There ar.e old buildings of superb achitedure, whi·ch 
are nursed like an ailing chi,ld, because the present 
generation has no skill to r·eproduce thein. Who would 
not pat:t company with the ol'd had he power to make 
new things which would be better? 

Thus in whatever direction we look, it appears that 
men cling to the old on the principle that they prefer 
to' bear the ills they have rather than fly to others 
that they know not of. The temporal character of 
hitmal'l li'fe, the meagreness of human wisdom, of 
human skill, of human wealth, and strength, and power 
-all these combine to reconcile men to ·an acceptance 
of something less than "all things new". 
. .only God speaks after this 'fashion: "Behold, I 
make all things new." Those words hear the hall
mark of divine inspiration. Were you to find that 
sentence iburi·ed 'among the ruins now being uncov
ered on the site of Ur of the Chaldees, anyone of spir
itual discernment would know that they were the 
words of God. \iVho but God can' make "all things 
new"? 

What should we do wi'th our old things? How often 
we have wondered what 'becomes of 'all the old motor
<,;.ars and all·the old railway-cars, ·and all the old ships 
that ·do not go to Dav·ey.J ones' Locker, ·and all the old 
clothes, a:nd the old shoes! How difficult it is to dis
pose of outworn things! How they try to turn the old 
things to a,ccOUll't in the great cities, filling up the 
ravines with rubbish, converting a swamp into build
ing lots by the refuse· of the streets. But with all 
these devices, the t'ask is still·a difficult one. The new 
cemeteries must be far outside. the city. It becomes 
difficult- for men to find room ev.en to bury their dead. 

But God is w·ell alble to dispose o·f the old. He said 
to S~nnacherib, and to' pro~d Nineveh, the greatest 
world-power of its time, "I will make thy grave, for· 
thou art vile." And. he buried Nineveh so deep that it 
required many -centuries to discover its grave. Still 
farther back He Himself conducted the funeral of an 
empire when He buried Pharaoh and his hos,ts in the 
depth of the sea. Al~d in a day still more remote He 
buried the 'whole world beneath a wat·ery grave, and 
cities have since lain in complete '<;>bscurity in the 
gr'aves which the hand of God ha;d digged for them. 

But the greatest of all divine a:chievements was the 
opening of a ·cavern deep enough and capacious enough 
to receive' and hide from view the sins of a ruined 
world. "He made his grave with the wi1cked, an'd .with 
the rich in his death.'" Never has there been another 
&,rave li~e thC!-t .. As John Bunyan said:~ 

"Now I saw in my dream, that the highway up 
. whi·cft Christian was to .go, was fenced on either 
side with 'a wall, and that wall was called Salva
tion. Up this way, therefore, did 'burdened Chris
tian run, but nat without great difficulty, because 
of the load on his ba:ck. 

"He ran thus till he came at a plac.e s·omewhat 
'ascending; and upon that place stood a cross, and 
a little below, in the bottom,. a sepulchre. So I 
saw in my dream, tha;t just as Chris'tian came up 
with' the cross, his burden loosed from off his 
shoulders, and fell from off his back, and began 
to tumble, and 50 conti.nued to do till it came to 
the mouth of the sepukhre, where it fell in, and 
I s'aw it no more. 

"Then was Christian glad and lightso'm.e, and 
said with a merry heart, He hath given me rest by 
His sorrow, and life by His death. Then he stood 
still awhile to look and wonder; 'for it was very 
surprising to him that the sight of the cross should 
'thus ease his burden. He looked' therefore, and 
looked again, even till the springs that were in 
his head sent the waters down his ,cheeks. Now 
as 'he stood looking and weeping, behold thre'e 
Shining Ones 'came to him, and saluted him wil1:h 
P'eace be to Thee. So the first said to him; Thy 
sins Ibe fo'rgiven thee; the second stripped him of 
his rags, and clothed him with change of raiment· 
the third also set a mark in his forehead; and gav~ 
him 'a roll with a seal upon it, which he bid him 
look on as he ran, and that he should give it in 
at the celesti'al gate: so they went their way. Then 
Christian gave thr,ee leaps for joy, and went on 
singing,-

"Thus far I did come laden with my sin; 
'N or could aught ease the grief that I was in, 

Till I came hither: what a pla'ce is this! 
M,ust here be the beginning of my bliss? ., 

'Must here the burden fall from off my back? 
Must her,e the strings that bound it to me crack? 

Blessed cross! blessed sepulchre! blessed rather be 
The Man that there. was put to sham~ for me !" 

Yes, the wonder is that God can 1l;lake, not only 
things, but men, new. "If any man he in Christ, there 
'i,s a new creation." 

But that is not all of the divine programme-"N ever
the less we, a-ccording to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous
ness." God gives a new heart, and makes a new man 
for the new heart, and new he'avens and a new earth 
for th·e new man, so that by ana by our circumstances 
will be new, and old things shall pass away; until at 
last the vision of the seer shall. be re'alized in human 
experience: "And I saw' a new heaven and a new 
earth: for the . first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John 
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heav,en, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband .. Anq I heard a great voic·e out of heaven 
saying, Behold, the taiberna-cle of God· is with men 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be hi~ 
people, and God himself shall be with them and be 
their God. And God sha-ll wipe away all te~rs from 
their eyes;. and thel"e shall !he no more death neither .' , 
so~row, nor crytong, n~ither shall there be any more 
pam: for the former thmgs ar·e passed away. And he 
that sat upon the ~hrone said, Beh~ld, I make 'aU things 
new. And he sald unto .me, Wnte: for these words 
are true and faithful. . And he said unto me, it is done. 

e Contm ued on page 7-.) 
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THE ANTI-RELIGIOUS FRONT 
By William L. Sullivan. :., 

(The 'following article is a reprint from "The Atlantic 
perusal of all our readers.-Ed, ','G.W.") 

Can it not he l-aid to heart by the c1ev,er gentlemen 
who are making it their lif.e's vocation to cure us of 
God, that religion, hqwever much they' dislike it, is at 
all events profound? Will theY.: not remember that it 
has been professed and served .. 'by great minds, indeed 
by the very greatest; and that of all the deeper experi
ences of the r3Jce it is the oldest and the nobJ.est? And 
will they not in consequence regard·it as r,equiring, in 
one who treats of its foundations, a laboriously exer
cised mind and also something of a so?l? 

These are simple questions ,whkh thel"e should be 
no need of asking, but as things ar,e there is urgent 
need of asking them. Our ,advocates of the great nega
tion force us to 'ask them. For a good many of thf!m 
deal with religion as thq,ugh any. kind of thought would 

-suffice for it, however loose; any kind of culture, how
ever provincial; any kind of dismissal, however SUI,11-

. mary aJ:.ld crude. In fa;c't, some of them employ in. 
'the treatment of .it methods so ~hasty, and logkal pro
cesses so leaky, that if they studied 'any other subject 
in lilre manner they would lose their inteUectual repu
ta:tDon. And this is too bad, first because an ill-edu
cated na:tion is "'lbeing led to believe such nonsense as 
that a trained modern intelligence cannot accept God 
any longer, ·and so pitches forward into the spiritual 
anarchy which the men who are creating it are utterly 
powerless to ,cure, and sec011ldly because religious prin
ciples need. the constant purification of critkism. In 
thi~ fie1d~ as in every other, criticism' is the consdence 
of truth. But the criticism, to ~be useful, must be fit 
for the thing criticized. In America, to our misfortune, 
religious ,criticism sheds .but little light on its' sl.tbject 
and none at all on our fame'. ; 

It is strange indeed. that the dilettante should select 
teligion as the 'region of his· cas).lal holiday, and 
stranger still that a rapt audience should attend upon 
his tale. The very nature of religielll should impo~e' 
upon one who -examines it the most 'careful thought 
and the most deJi,cate perception, to say nothing of 
the responsi'~i1ity that should weigh ~pon on'e's words 
in a matter so grave with consequences. Religion 
is the first beautiful companionship that man encoun
ter-ed in his wilderness. It is' the pathway between 
life and death that is worn deepest by the feet of the 
perpetually seeking generations. ': It is never far away 
when man knows exaltation and rapture. It is always 
present when he transcends hims;elf in unearthly 'con
secrations. It opens the door of vision when his genius 
hungers and thirsts for the substance behind all sym
bols, and other hand that can open it .ther,e is none. 
It is by his side when he ,walks the high ~nd lonely 
places wher-e he makes the 'discoyery of himself. In 
life it is with him, illuminating ,him at his noblest, 
scourging him at his basest-the .latter presence even 
more wistfully loved th'an the former. Ndther in 
death does' it leave him; but wlJ.en all other voi~es 
moan of irreparable defea,t, it alone lifts the cry of 

Monthly" for this month; We commend it to the very careful 

defiance and stands on the ruins of mortality announc
ing myste,rious and splendiU victory for the fa!len. 

Man cannot escape religion if he would. Return 
to it he must after however long a denial, unless he 
changes his nature and becom~s something else. For 

,it i,s the form and figure, the throbbing pulse and the 
living fl",me, of the dr<eam whi'ch 'is his one and only 
enduring reality, the perfection that drives him thr<ough 
y1ea.rning ,and t·ewrs and beyond the stars in search of 
a fu'lfi~ment 'not to be found in all the fabric of the 
world. 

This is something of what religion has been-a reli
gion, I mean, that inchides the divine. A religion with 
its he~d cut off, which riseS' no higher than the resolu
tions of a philanthropic committee, we may for the 
present Jeaveout of account. Destiny is dealing with 
that in its own tho"rough way: If, then, religion has 
been and is all this, if ~t is so deeply rooted in mind 
and 'soul, if it does fo.i· huma.nity what nothing else 
can do 'and yet mus.t be done, then it is no subject for 
frivolous !haughtiness and superficial learning. It is 
too deep, too dose, too sacred. Hence if someone tells 
us that it is, iJ;lvalid throughout, and that man's most 
tragk delusion is ever :to have 100I<:ed upward, we 
shall thoughtfully listen to him, but shClllI ask that he 
have 'Spent long lahar in understanding what great 
light he ,extinguishes in history and in souIs. 'But if 
he "barges" in on us with 'cr~ppled atl'gument that he 
has 'no~ toil.ed~ver, with catch phrases, with slogans, 
and WIth dIS dam, we have a right to send him back 
to his 'Own place; he has not~ing to s'ay to mature 
men. \ 'l 

Now this is the kind of thi!].g that we ar-e getting 
. on the anti-religious f'ront in Ameri<ca, if we may bor

row a phrase from Mos-cow. Whatever the cause is
whetqer it is due to the spi,ritual exhaustion which has 
br-ought on our famine in philosophic minds' whether 
it is the dispa.ragement of intellect and th~ exalting 
of the infanti:le which are tJ'Ie current fashion in psy
chology; whether it is the lurch to immordism which 
no-yv is receiving a benedktion from erudition; or whe~ 
ther it is the disposition to go where bedlam is loudest 
w:hich ,is observa·ble in obsequious a-cademies and pul
PIts alIke-we cannot but notice the incoherence and 
even the intolerance of the great w3Jrfare ao-ainst the 
,divine., "', 

II. 

Consider, for example, the severest pedag~gical in
junction which the leaders ,of that warfare lay upon 
us~na:mely, that we a.r'e to sub-mitt our opinions to 
test and proof. vVe are, they tell us, to look things ' 
straight in the eye. W'e 'a,re to he tough:minded. We' 
are to abhor hasty statement, easy assent, and gros·s ' 
cr~dulity. We a,r~ to hav~ the: cold impartiality of' 
SCI'ence and the 'austere pa'rsimony of truth. And when,', 
so we 'are assured, we are cleansed by this cathl!-rsij; 
we shall find our, religious beliefs, e:ven the most funda- , 
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mental of theIl}, vanishing away. Should'-we,' how- , For, although they reach for the ·whip, if I say that I 
ever, shrink from the penitential discipline, should we beli'eve ·in God, I am favored with their approval if I 
catch at romantic .ideas and fa.ci,le solutions, we ~hall say' that when an infant su-cks its thumb it is Ull'con
be outlawed from the great society, and cannot 'be so scious.ly. pursuin~ a sexual' adventure. Freud says 
much as door~eepers in the mansion of the civilized this', so it is all right. Again it is all right if, observing 
minority. , the same infant falling asleep after .feeding at its 

From this I suppose the inferenc·e is both justi·fied mother's breas·t, I declar-e that the child sinks into the 
by logic 'and required by courtesy that our guides are slumber of sexual satiety. No censure for. that! No 
themselves exempla,rs of this ascetic habit.. Are they? ·offense in it for the most antisepti·c minds! 
Consider in answer the case of Professor l'4i11ikan. ~Once moOre, when a litHe Iboy dedar·es his intention 
Thj.~ gentleman bears perhaps the most distinguished of becoming a locomoti·ve engineer when '~e grows. up, 
name in American s·cience. He i·s known everywhe·re you may say, 'again with Freud's suppor-t, that the lad 
to be a b-eli·ever in God. He is consequently a stum- is expressing a subtly disguised desire for sexual gtati
bling brock to those who want it believed that ago s'Cien- '" fication. Furthermore you 'may interpret shell shock· 

. tific method' comes in, religious principles go out. He as meaning that ·a· va.5t flood of ,libido or sex energy 
stana.s in the way of that belief and al'though secure has flowed' over into the inner self and produoed an 
of his fame in all other respects, must be discr.edited immensely augmented na'rcissismor se1'flove; that the 
in this. So a writer in .a learned periodical declares narcissism, doubled or quadrupled by the turbulent 
that Professor Mil'liken's spiritual convictions are prob- libido, 'ha!? to be suppr·essed in battle; and that the 
ably due to atavisti,c emo.tion~lism. And the chivalrous repr·essiQn causes the disotganization known as shell 
charO'e is repeated with ev·ery indication of appmval shock. All ;this passes the test of acceptable' opinion. 
by o~.e 'Of our philosophers in a published 'book directed For holding it you are nQt blame'd; rather you are 
at the abolition o.f Deity. I praised as. sai'l.ing down the full curren,t of the contem-

vVe shaH hold ha·ck our indignation, although .it is porary renaissance. And if we inquire what then in 
impossible not to feel ilt. What pertains to our purpose heaven's name shall b-e kept out of the mind if these 
is that the kind of intelligence which' is capable of this pl;'eposterous .things are let in', we seem to be answered: 
desdmt sets' itself before us as so stern a supervisor Practically nothing except God! 
of its integrity, and so vigilant a guardian of its pure 
enclosure, Ithat it cannot let in the. proposition that 
God exists. A little rowdy intolerance, however, may
walk in, and wel.come! Our great physicist, we may 
be ·sure, has not exempted nis most important convic
tion from the scrutiny to whi·ch lie habitually submits 
all his other convictions. He sees the universe to be 
interpretable rationally. If it were not, neither his own 
socience nor any other would be possible. And he 
.makes rationalify' the foundation of interpretability. 
'What other foundatkl11 can there pos·sibly 'be? Hence 
follows his .conclusion tha·t it is reas·on that makes .the 
discourse of existence reasonable. These steps to a 
sovereign reason from the exiS'tence of our own are 
plain enough. But it is easier to ipvi-fe contempt to 
deal with them than for a hostile mind to t·ry its teeth 
upon them. And so our cha·ste p~oneers are not above 
publishing a charge "that is irrational and coarse, and 
s~tting Clown a man superior in every·element of power 
to. themselves, not as a thirt~er who reflects, but as ·a 
dlild who only feels. Such 'minds, I fear, we shall . 
have to call not spotless, but as unchaste as Ashtoreth: 
It is to be dreaded also tha,t they are in danger of a 
spreading .form of seizure which we may designate 
theopho'bja, an obsession quite beyond the hea·ling 
power of reason and reluctant to any exorcism known. 

vVe have made' a bad start' and it will not get better 
as we go on. It will be remembered that we .are 
spea'k'ing of men who are jealous with a fierce jealousy 
of admitting into their heads opinions which are shaky, 
and who would rather, if we may say so, have their 
throats cut than admit anything po·sitive!y albsurd. 
They carry this monastic renunciation of the presum~, 
ably unproved so far that some of them are now main
taining that to believe in 'God is immoral. . This nov
elty in ethics defies comment. Let it stand unencum
bered with words a~ a memorial to a terrible purity. 
Yet they puzzle me, these knights o~ the vanguard. 

III. 
The thing becomes di:v.erting. . We are making dis

coveries in the cathartic mind. Perhaps, then, we may 
go on. There are rome students of colour as a factor 
in evolution who hold that the fl-amingo got the pink. 
tints' 'Of its plumag·e in this manner: The crocodiles 
whi,ch lived in the vicinity of flamingoes long ago, 
being shortsighted, fancied that the tinted birds stand
ing in the s·h'allow water were the rising' or the setting 
sun and so let them alone. The :hues whi·ch served 
so well became per.petuated; such flamingoes as were 
less fortt1nately coloured were eaten; and we have 
the flamingo of to-day,.a .living testimony to the value 
of resembling crepuscular dawn and afternoon. Is it 
all right to believe this? Certainly; it is eminently 
r.espectaJble. Still further let us" take man's beard and 
woman's beardlessness~a curious phenomenon, since 
both man and woman ca'me £i·om apes, and the female' 
ape is quite· as hairy a..s the male. It came to pass, 
sages say, 'because some of the ea'rliest WQmen were 
born with less hairy or possibly' quite hairless faces. 

. Instead of being crushed with shame as unaccountable 
freaks, {hese ancient dames discovered something 
amazing happening to them. The males round about 
fell violently in love with them. But this was not all. 
There was more of marvel and surprise. The males, 
once slmitten by the smooth-faced ladies, refused to 
falJ in love wilth the other kind. The bearded damsels" 
old as their lineage was, were ousted by the parvenues, 
could get no husbands, and' died forlorn and childless. 
What Ibegan as a freak extirpated the original stock. 
On the other hand, such males as may have been 
beardless were shunned by the females and could get 
no wives.' The women coveted whiskered, as earn
estly as the men set' their hearts on unwhiskered, 
spouses. A,nd as 'a restilt of it, here, with such phy-. 
siognomies as we have, we are! 

r 
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Maya man believe 'tl,1is? With the utmost distinc
tion ·of modernity,' yes. But a man may not believe in 
God? Ah, no! That is too insecure an hypothesis! 
And we turn away feeling thast i,t would be too rud~ to 
ask whether the 'billy goat got his beard by the same 
discriminate selection of aesthetic 1'OV'e. 

Perhaps 'we 'c'an tolerate oqe example more. Al
though we are informed that. the argument oil the 
existence of Deity is closed for intelligent people and 
closed with a loud negati,v.e,' pers·ons worthy of that 
deseription may still carryon the debate over the 
curs'Orial or arbor:e'al origin of wings. ,It runs thus: 
Birds evolved froip reptiles; and the ancestral reptile, 
one of'the lizards probably, had to get wings or a bird 
it could not be. How did it get them? The cursQrial , 
school maintains that for ag·es t~is family of lizards 

. ran rapidly over the ground on their hind legs, flapping 
their forelegs as they went. After ag~s 'Of this appar
ently insane proce:dure the forelegs changed thei·r oufer· 
form and inner s~e1etal and mus·cular structure and' 
became wings. No, say the arborealists, it was not 
so. What happened wa's that this lizard was not a 
runner 'but a tree climber, and got into the habit of 
incessantly jumping f.rom trees to the g1"Ound. As it 
jumped it spread out ~ts forelegs, whitch acquired, after 
c01.Jritless y·ears; first .possibly ~ parachute form and 
later the wing form. ' 

We may \inde~d marvel at the perseverance of this 
tree jumper in lefting go his hold for a thousand' cen: 
turies before he had acquired ·any device for easi·ng 
his'fall.The 'breakages must have been enormous and 
the casualties appalling. We may' also wonder how 
it is that monkey~ which have been jumping from 
trees for· ages, on end, haV'e developed thus, f'ar O'ot a 
sign or rudiment of wings. But theSe solicita:tions of 
curiosity ar~ beside the point. The point is that wise 
and solemn heads may digni·fy the ·cursorial-arboreal 
·debate while hushed academies look on;' whereas if 
one ,should m'ention the divine as worth' our study, we 
shoul~ hear from the anti-religious fr·ont that it is a 
subject to which the scrupulous mi·nd ean no longer 
<les·cend. 

Since, then, we see i·t permissrble to cover crea~ion 
with a fog of th~ory, .fashionable to ententain conjec-, 
tures whi,ch ·can never reach to even the lowest grade 

, of knowledge,' and praiseworthy. to er·ect l·earned, me
moria·ls to absurdity, but censurable to hold a convic
tion whi·ch the ,greatest minds nave held and unnum
bered generations hav'e lived by, we cannot be hlamed 
if we regard thi·s whole business as confusing and, 
incoherent. May"we not even be pardoned for think
ing that the claim ,to intellectual austeri'ty is humbug? 

, The men who m~ke it seem 1\:0 ha·ve 'a credulity and to 
show 'an intolerance as capacious as may be found in . 

. any. of the less advanced souls who tremble before 
them. And so in the general method a'nd intellectu~l 
elimate of our monitors we end with disillusion and 
the sense of having ,been pompously fooled. 

• .,: ". I .. 

IV. 
Shall we !he similarly afflicted when we pass from 

general method to pal1tkl.t!ar argument? In order to 
answer thi:s,' suppose we look into the argument most 

'fl"equently used at present for the destruction of spirit
ual founclations .. .,--the .Copernician arg:ument, <;ls it' is 

beginning to 1;>e ·called. Three me~, w·e a·re. rem~Rded, 
have reduced us to our proper insignificance ~Qd.~.put 
an end to our primitive dream that we are godlike:"or 
1'hat there is any God for us' to resemble. They are 
Copernicus, Darwin, 'and Freud. C~p.ernkus began 
the revelation of the vastness of the umverse .and .the 
consequent triviality of our ,!?oor moIecuJ.e of a :planet. 
Darwin showed man"s an,cestry rea'ching riot up to· the 
stars and their glory, but down to the mud and its 
fel"mentation. And Freud has pushed our humiliation 
into the last pit by the knowledge that what we thoOught 
was the lioght of spirit is only the s.ickly. gleam of fung
us·es growing rank in the cellars of physiology. Our 
masters in the luminous life have· the habit of saluliing 
with a strange joy every sign of our degradation: Th~y 
perceive, and correctly, that man if he has a God Will 
be majestic, 'alnd if majestic 'will have a God. But the 
nearer we are lowered to the things that erawl, and' 
the more pitiable pur place is in an ultimately sense
less univ~rse, the more likely it will be that over us is 
no eternal splendor and awaiting us no transcendence 
of Truth ·and Beauty everlasting. Our nothingness is 
a price they gladly pay'if only Deity is made nothing
ness also. And Just now it is the Coperni'can plea that 
rules the favorite to this end. 

It runs as follows: There are from three to thirty 
billion suns. Our sun is of third-rate siz·e among them. 
Our earth is a pathetic cil'ider spinning rqund it. 
Ourselves 'are ephemera clinging to the cinder with 
our ridi·culous little heads thrust out into empty and 
prodigious space. With our whole solar system mak
ing up, ,let us say, one five-billionth part' of the' uni
v.erse, . how can we. suppose that othe '.mighty' power 
hehind. it all is concerned! wilth us? How can we pre
tend that this p'ower is our Father? The notion of a 
Father-God arose 'because men thought that they and 
their planet' formed the centre of existence. Howcan 
i,t surviv'e-when we are reduced in the grand 'scheme 
to all but zerQ? And how can we homunculi pr·esume 
to know anything of the Origina'tor of the 'st4pendous 
cosmos if an Originator there is? . , \ 

The argument contains three propositions: first, that 
physical size is the determin;ng factor in attracting 
God's attention, if there is a God, since the smaUe·r a 
thing i·s' :uhe less likely it is to interest Him; secondly, 
that men ,came to -believe in Goq. thl"ough a miscalcula
tiqnin measurement-they ima·gined a.\ Father-God 
because 'they fancied it was a kitchen universe; 'and 
thirdly, rthat physical magnitude is abar-rier to thought 
-the v-ast univ-erse now known forbids us 1:0 form any 
conception of its ultimate sour-ce if it has one. On 
all this let us briefly com~ent. ' 

ToO the firs·l.proposition: if God's lack of interest' in 
us is because we are so little, then it must follow that 
He would take interest.in us'if we were enlarged. How 
large should we have to be before His interest began? 
If we were a hundr-ed miles tall should we 'attract His 
attention? Th:e answer, I gather, is: No, that is not 
enough. Ten thoOusand miles tall? We may prob
ably expect another negativ'e. But if we towered up 
to a stature equivalent to the orbit of Neptune we 
might possibly enter upon signi;ficance. £or Deity. And 
if we stood so hi·gh that our hair was singed by Betel
geuse we might be admitted to the honour of audience 
with the Demiurge. 

!.: 
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Roaring non;ens-e? It is indeed, hut' it is the roar
ing nonsense of very solemn and learned men who -seem 
to shrink from thinking things out. They join to
geth;er two incommensurable things-;bulk, which has 
all the physi.cal measurements, and meaning or value, 
whioh hasn't a single one .. A divorce of the .tWQ, I 
fear, must be pronounced on the ground of incompati
bility f.or union and the miscegenation of diverse spe
cies. But not only does the argument go thus far; 
it goes farther. It makes the higher of the two depend 
upon and be a functiori of the lower. It puts meaning 
or value as a seconda-ry appendage to bulk. And this 
is such an inversion of the proprieties of taste and 
reason .that, in addition to the sentence of nullity just 
-given, we should impose a penalty of some kind upon 
the man· who haJs 'committed it. Al,ld the worst pen
alty will consist in fet~hing him into the Arctic winter 
which reason inhabits, there to shiver -till he is acclim
ated: Fortunately, however, nonsense has thi·s quality 
-that it -cannot 'be followed through to the end .. And 
so our learned friends do not thems~lv-es adop~ the 

. valuation scheme which they attribute to God. If 
they did they would judge a small child to 'be worthless, 
a man of normal size barely ac.e.e'P.table, and a moun
tain of fatness a paragon of his day. 

The second proposition was -that men made a mis
tal;<e in measurement, and thought that there was a . 
God because they thought the univ·ers·e was a cabin. 
First of all we may remind the logicians wh6>In we 
are concerned with, that they have forgotten one de
tail in .making this statement. They have f.orgotten 
to prove it: I do not know a single one of them that 
even ·attempts to prove it. But it needs a great deal 
of proof, an'd we cannot let it slide in on the slippery 
sur-face ·of cool ·assumption. Not only, however, is it 
negatively inadequate be·cause unproved; it is posi
tively worthless, I venture to say, because it is false. 
Belief in God no more arose from measuring the uni
verse than from smelling it. What it arose from is 
the essential structure of reason, whose fir-st and irre
pr.essible question in the presence of anything is: 
What accounts fo·r it? That is how belief in God' 
ar:ose, and not from any computa'tion in yards, miles', 
or light-years. And this question-\iVhat ac.counts 
for it ?-pr-esses upou us with its fuM force, whether 

, 'the universe is ~he size of a parish or has a diamete'r 
that staggers mathematics. Size lias absolutely noth- . 
ing to do with the search for the rationale' of a thing; 
indeed, it is itself included within 'the compass 0.£ that 
search. 

And the souI'ce-that is, the inteUedual source
from whlich ,the ,conviction of a God who is a Father 
arose is this: the reason in us that looks for 'the reason' 
in things seeking for i.ts kindred. Knowledge means 
hunting for the .mtionality immanent in things and re
thinking it. And ,when reason finds ,ra·tionality it has 
dis-cov·ered -its kindred. And since this immanent ra
tionality is the original and our own rationality i.ts 
deflivative, what is more inevitahle and righ't than 
that by analogy we call it Father? The who'le process 
comes from the' indestructi·ble fad that reason com
munes only w.ith its like and cannot possibly commune 
,v,ith anything else. Physical bulk has no more to do 
with it than 'colour or sotind or the combustion of 
stellar gas. T'he notion, the~efore, th3lt the commun-

ion of kindred natures is made impossible by bigness, 
although bigness has absolutely nothing in common 
wit:h the tie that constitutes the kinship, seems to be 
very weird indeed.' And in its weirdness let us leave it. 

The third proposition, that we can form no idea of 
the ultimate power hecause' its wo'rks are stupendous, I 
need no~ delay u.s long. Tther:e is only one -.condition 
that would prevent us fr:om: forming an -idea of the 
principle of the whole, and that would be if the whole 
were a chaos. Then indeed any idea of i.t would be 
impossible, for .it would contradict the powe~ in iUS 
w.hich forms an idea of anything. For an idea' is a 
form of 'reason, and if there were chaos-that is, irra
tionality--,-'there would be nothing to which a form 
of ,reason could app-Iy. Science would be impossihle, 
and we, like everything else, 'should be mad. But &ince 
the universe is not a chaos but a cosmos, then not only 
may we say, '»ut we must say, that its organizing prin
'ciple, its con~ti'tuent ground, is of the nature of ration
alrity; for when we say cosmos we say objectified 
.~ationality. The ·affirmation proceeds again from the 
nature of reason and the responsive natu.re of things. 
Once mo're size as me.re bulk has nothing to do wit·h it. 
Wha'.t we 'are ,concerned with run through is no huge 
aggregate of sense qualities that turns our lower 
imagination tipsy, but the constituent life of a 
system that makes our higher reason coherent. 
Ev,ery page and paragraph of scie~ce postulates a 
ratiou1lil universe. Therefore the pr:inciple of the uni
verse is rational. Not only is it not presumptuous to 
say this, but we shouId wreck the whole orde'r of the
wOirld if we did not. And tha'f would be an achieve
ment whi,ch r.eally would be presumptuous. 

Finally, ther·e is, another queerfeatur·e to the Coper
nican 'a rgu,ment. • It ·i,s so ,preoocupied with irrelevant 
physical hugeness that i.t ignores the only th,ing which 
it is vital not .to ignore-namely, spiritual majesty. It 
fixes our attention on billlions of suns. But we ask: 
Can anyone of these glob-es of gas on fir-e, or can all of 
them put together, perform a single act of hero,ism, 
or live in self-sacrificing loyalty, or 'suff,er for justice. 
or die for truth? No. Yet this atom called man whom 
these men wish to make paltry ,can do that, has mag
niJioen1Jly done it, and ·wj}} magnificently do it again 
provided they do not corrypt him with the sophistry 
of wor.thless !bigness. Before this capacity to live and 
die for 'What as august, all the ~res of incandescent 
stars fall away to as'hes and leav·e the human soul con
fronting eterna·l HoIiness as its ultimate' explanation. 
and its only kindred and companion. within all the 
horizons of :the' wodd. 

Instead of man'~ being extinguis'hed by the stars it 
is the stars that are extinguished by man. He alone, 
~ith whatever o~her spiritual being substantiaqy like' 
hIm that the U111verse may contain, spe~kS' the lan
guage of! the Infinite; alone transcend's the spatial; 
alone answers ·when hep.venly voices speak to him; 
alon.e has a hunger and a thirst which neither the earth 
nor all those c?t,J.flagrant spheres can assuage, but only 
the central Spmt can allay, only the eternal Truth and 
:Right whos'e likeness he is, whose child through un
ima'ginruble ascents to fulfilment he· shall ever be. 

V. 
The conclusion, then, seems forced upon us that 

neither in method nor in detail haye our captains fn 

\. 
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the. assauIt on high Heaven given us any illustrious 
performance. Nor should we, I believe, find this con.: 
elusion greatly modified if, in addition to the Coperni
can argument, we h~d time to ex;~mine the negation 
based upon the wOil"k of· Darwin and Freud. The 
'whole' anti-religious effort, especiaBy as we observe it 
in America, i~ abrupt and sHpshod. lit does not go to 
the heart of things. Like most of. the rest of our 
philosophy it does not des'Cend to first principles; and 
like a good part of our philosophy it' is declamatory, 
and more suggestive of the proceedipgs of a caucus 
than of the reticent sobriety of a sea~ch for truth. If 
the thing 'is to be' done at all it could be better done. 
But it will not be better done until there is' an abate
ment of the grosser 'symptoms of the6phobia. .. 
. When, fu.r~her, we consiqer how flat and common, 

how destitute of insight and ema'Ciated in power, the 
proffered substitutes for God are, we 'are. ohliged to 
say that the whole design s'lither's'away to very dreary 
stuff at the- end. So impotent in imagination are these 
substitutes, and so much more markeCl by sentiment
al'ity than by coherence, that nothing ,is left us but to 
call the endeavour to discover something just as 'good 
as God the worst bankruptcy in history: If the des
tructive effort was not too brilliant, the constructive is 
hardly less than shabby. And if we look into the latest 
dlev'eIopment of it the shabbiness· is seen to b~ moral 
as weB as inte'Ilectual. Weare now having morality 
defi~ed as conduct that 'best serves the human physio
logical organism. v.,' e hear from an eminent philoSb
ph!!r in England that infidelity in marriage is not a 
thing to take offense at, but to expect and condone. 
From another student of social" mores ';"e learn that the 

. revered mother-image' and wife-image are 'coming to 
be regarded as suffocating to man!s: erot,ic .life, and 
that they are on the way. to being rep1aced by the 
mistress-image and the courtesan-im~ge, which will 
be so little revered and so subject to casua:l change 
that they win re'lieve eroticism of danger from suffoca
tion forevermore. Another scholar i tells us that 
libidinousness, whoever commits, it, n,eed give us no 
concern if only it is attendeel with "artistry." Still 
others admit frankly that in sex habits we are revert
ing to the level o:f sa:vages and! that' it is right. we 
should. And so civilization arrives at its,final splendid 
term. " 

All this, with its complete la'ck of an historica:l 
sense, \vith its impressionil'm itlstead of thought, with 
it!?· powerlessness to reason out what 'animality is or 
to give it its ordered place in an ascending s'cale of 
values,. and with its. essential levity in ,taking account 
of consequ~nces, is but the last step, in a cr60ked 
course .. Mutilate the human spirit in the manner ·now 
so fiercely pursued; make man a trivia'l biped, his 
reason a comic incident accessory to his belly, hiS 
conscience an echo of the stupidities o.f.the jungle, his 
aspiration a byproduct of sexua,lity. hi~ life an animal 
episode in the midst of chaos and the lightless bosom 
of death, and his universe a brazen sol'icitation to de
lusion-and you will one day see un£o.Jded the ruin 
tha't is implicit in these germs of d~spera:tion and 
collapse. We do not see them unfolded yet, for we 
are still living on the spiritual nourishment stored for 
us by those who 'aspired and adored. :' Mighty souls 
have led forth, our migration from the sty, and the 
shining x:emembrance of them lingers with us stili. 

It will remain with us, we'hope, forever. And perhaps 
one of the reasons. w;hy we shall not cast the memory 
away is the plain sight of the results of deserting it. 

These resu'lts are now laid before us in the out
spoken words of the men who are counseling us to 
extinguish the light of spirit. They imply that there 

. is a new firinament~the a:bdomen; a new end for 
philosophy-to prove that man is ridiculoils'; a new 
purpose f.or culture-to bestow on animalism the touch 
of the aesthete; a new conception of morals-to show 
that 'conscience is barbarous,; and a new ideal for the 
home-to be an interval in the pursuit of promiscuity. 
High lords o-f thought are saying aloud what twenty 
years ago the br·othel would not have said above a 
whisper. By such means felicity and dignity are 
promised our children,. kept happily i'gnorant that once 
a luminous spiri't\ spoke "in. Galilee, an9 fortunately 

, delivered from the peril of fid~lity to a holy and glori-
ous God! I 

Perhaps, however, the learned men who propose all 
this do not expect us to adopt it. It may be that'in 
their inmost hearts they hope, and for alI we )mow 
pray, that we shall continue to believe in God and in 
our stumbling way try to do His will. Possibly even 
they might confess to us in secret that, after all, God is 
the on'ly refuge of sanity from the lunatic asylum 
which certain of the erudite are so busy in builrl'ing. 

"BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW." 
(Continued from page 2.) 

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. 
I win give. unto him that is athirst of the f.ountain .of 
the water of life freely; He' that overcometh shall 
1inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he· shall 
be my son. . . . . And he ~shewed me a 'pure river of 
water of life, dear as crystal, proceeding out of the 

. throne of God and of the Lamb. Ip the midst of the 
street of it, and on .either side of the river, was there 
the ~ree of life,' which bare- twelve· manner o.f fruits, 
and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of 
the tree were. for the healin'g of the nations. And 
there shall be no mor,e curse: but tl~e throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it:. and his servants shall 
serve him: and they shall see his fa'ce; and his name 
shall :be in their foreheads. And there shall be no 
night there; and they need no candIe, neither light ot 
the sun; for the LOIrq God giveth them light; and they 
shall reign for ever and ever." . 

LAST SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET. 
Sunday morning the Pastor preached on the church motto 

for the year; t'he sermon is published elsewhere in this 
issue. It was a great sight Il.f the close ()of the sermon to 
see 'hundreds of the Lord's people le'aving their pews and 
coming forward, crowding the aisles and every available bit 
of space at the front of ,the church, signifying their de,teil"
mination to seek the fulness' of the ,power 'of the Holy Ghost, 
and to de.pend upon Him for power to live and serve aright. 

In the evening there· was a great gathering art; the Com
munion Service. It was ·the sor·t of gatliering that 'was 
estimated by some to' be twelve or thirteen hund!l."ed, but by 
actual count of the Communion cups used the Dumber present 
was .a little less ·than one thous·and. But ·that in itself was a 
great company for a Communion Service, and we think, with
out question, tt was the largest 'Communion Service ·eve.r held 
in a Baptist church in Canada. The .Pastor gave the hand 
of fello'Vl'ship to .thir·ty. . . 
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LED, IN TRIUMPH 
By Rev. T. I: Stockley, D.D., De an of Tor.onto Baptist ,Seminary. . . .. . 

N" ot many weeks since we wrote of th~ mighty' 
triumph won lOy the Lord Jesus on His cross,·. (Col. 2: 
15). It is our purpose to speak of another triumph 
to-day, and so we will recall our brief des'cription of 
a Roman triumph. A great Roman general has won 
unusual victories in warfare. He has brought new 
glory .to the name of Rome. There is accorded to him 
a ·triumph. The gates of 'Rome are t!hrown open, the 
h,ouses are decorated everywhere, and the people are 
out in holiday attire. The whole city is aflame with 
cqlour, .and filled with excitement and gladness. The 
people watch and wait. Now the legions begin to 
pour in; banners are waving, trumpets are sounding, 
and incense smokes from every altar. TJ!e stern old 
warriors march along the stre·ets. But now comes the 
centre of attnaction, fhe one for whom eyes have been 
looking eagerly. There is a' noble chariot drawn by 
milk-white horses, and the ·conqueror, -crowned with 
a laurel wreath, is standing erect in his chariot. But 
look at his chariot wheels! Chained to these wheels 
are kings and princes and migh,ty men taken- captive 
from 'fhe regions he has conquered. How the crowds 
rend the air with their plaudits when they see the 
nobles in 'Chains at the chario.t wheels of their hero! 
In second Corinthians, chapter two, verse fourteen, 
(R.V.) Paul exultantly writes, "But thanks be to God, 
who always leadet!h us in triumph in Christ, and mak
eth manifest through us the savour of his knowledge 
in every place." Paul sees our glorious Conqueror 

.leading His captives in His triumphal train, and he 
says that those who are t\le ~ervants of our Lord re
joi'ce to be His -captives .. ,Once the~ were His foes, 
'but by the \vonder of HIS 'grace He conquered them, 
and now they rejoice to swell t'he triumph of F!is trafn, 

. and to be the trophies of the Saviour's conquering love 
and powe,:,. "But when our Lord 'wins a victory over 
men, and leads H~s ·captives in triumph, the captives, 

. too, have an interest in all that happens. It is the' 
b!!ginning of all triumphs in any true sense for them." 
Paul himself h~d' fought against t!h·e Lord Jesus ; had 
made havoc of the church, .till on ,the Damascus road 
the b'attle ended in a decisive victory for God. "There 
the mighty man fell, and the weapons of his warfare 
perislhed." Paul was henceforth' the captive' of the 
Conqueror, and he gloried in the comp1eteness· of His 
triumph over him. In first Corinthians, Paul exclaims, 
"Thanks he to God. which giveth us the victory 
th;ough our Lord Jesus Christ." It is the triumph 
of Christ for us there. But in second Corinthians he 
says, "Thanks be unto God, who always 1eadetlr us in 
triumph in Christ." It is the triumph of Christ over 
us here,. and both victories call !for loud thanksgiv·ing. 

The triumph in second torinthians is especially the 
preacher's joy. There may be much to fill him with 
distress, many'causes for anxiety, £,requent disappo·int-. 
ment 'and discouragement, but i,t is gloriously possible 
to mount above all these 'depressing things into the 
cloudless sky, and to see that what.ever. the experi
ences in his ministry may be, he is the willing captive 
of his conquering. Lord. And he is well cont·ent so to 
live as to make known everywhere the Saviour's con-

--quering power and grace. What a tone of victO'ry 
would mark the servants of God ~f they: rose to -the" 
apostle's standpoin:t, .and. looked at their ministry as 
Paul does here. ,The difficulties and trials of the 
ministry would' cease tq depress. The fact that they 
are swelling ·fhe tri~mph of their Lord would lift t'hem 
above the clouds, and enable them to rejoioce. But 
Paul goes on to say that God "maketh manifest 
through .us the savour 9f His knowledge· in every 
pla·ce." In the triumphal procession of the Roman 
general the smoke of incense with its pungent per
fume .rose all along the way. Dr. Mada;ren says, 
"bor\1 the emblem of the apostle as marching in the 
triumphal procession, and the emblem of the apostle 
as yielding 'from his burning heart the fragrant visible 
odor of the ascending incense, convey the same idea, 
namely, that the one great purpose wh)ch Jesus Christ 
has in conquering men for Himself, and binding them 
to His chariot wheels is that from them may go forth 
the witness of His power, and .the kI:1owIedge of His 
name." 

It. is a· beautiful con<;eption of the ministry of God's 
servants that wherever they go the know1edge of God 
in Christ is diffus·ed by them like sweet incense. The 
fact is that t!he preacher should .he so filled with Christ 

o that he. will exhale Christ wherever he goes. "The 
mighty Victory should manifest through him not only 
His might, but His charm, not only His gr'eatness, 
but His gra·ce." So the great concern with God's ser
van ts should not be, "Does our ministry gratify the 
w.ishes of .~en," but "Does it manif.est the conquering 
power of Jesus Christ?". If their ministry does so 
manifest the knowIedge of Ghrist they need not be 
concerned albout the smiles or the frowns of men, for 
they are a sweet savour of Christ unto God in them 
that are being saved, and in t'hem that are perishing. 
That should ,calm and uplift and greatly. encourage 
those who are doing their Master's' will. There is 
unspeakable joy in knowin:g that some are heing saved 
through' the message they bring. But their joy can
not but be .mixed with sadness when they know t!hat 
those who reJect the mesS'age are bei'ng ~ardened by 

. it. However, if God is gl06fied, ,vhatever the results 
may be, the servants of Christ may know a deep and 
holy calm. 

W·e a;e eager that ·the students of our Seminary 
should be men and women who can use Paul's great. 
word of triump.h, yea, the bondslaves of our redeeming. 
and .conque6ng Lord. W·e sometimes \vonder whither 
our gr·eat Captain will lead them. Some will stay 
in Ontario. Others will go to the distant West. Many, 
we trust, will find their life work in Afiic'a, in China, 
and in India. Unit·ed States will open doors for some, 
while others will go to Britain,and ring out the grand 
old gospel mess'a'ge there. But wherever the sphere 
of ministry may he, their higJh caUing is to spread 
abroad the savour of the knowledge of rheir conque.r
ing Redeemer in every place, and in proportion, as 
their ministry is truthful, all other things being equal,. 
God will bless us. The Holy Spirit ·cannot set His 
seal upon that which is false, nor that which dis-

. I 
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honours our Lord. Ther,e is 'a .'story told of .a· little require a page f'or an adequate answer. Let the ques
girl whose father was a' minister. One day he told ,tions relate, in a practica'l way,' to the ,difficulties 
her a story, and wh~n it was finis'hed, she s'aid, "DaddY, anJd trialS, artd privileges and opportunities, of the 
is that real, qr is it preaching?", It is indeed piti.ful Christian'life, as they may affect the individual. 
when preaching is suspect·ed ofunr~a1ity, when it ....... i's There may be questions of church govefnment,
regarded as Pious opinion, ins~ead of a matter of how to dea'l ,with difficult s·ituations. There will 'be 

'solemn and essential fact.' We earnestly crave the questions a-1s'O relating to the Sunday School, in all 
prayers of the readers 9f The, .'Gospel W#n.ess that the phases of its ministry. Other questions will Telate 
our students may. ever be' kept true to the Word of particularly to the pastor in the exercise of his pas
God, 'and the .great f.imda!llentals ~f the Christi'an faith. toral ministry, his reading, his pUlpit preparation, his 
Who can tell what mighty wo~ks may be wrought pastqral work, ,his management of the church. Some 
through their ministry if our r'eaders pray much for questions may especia:lly have to do with the relation 
·them? The times may be dark. ~ Modernism may be of the pastJor's wife to the church, and' to her husband's 
r~mpant, a vast amount of "religion" dead, and the work.' Then there will be f.urther questions touching 
moral standards may be deplora.bly low, but nothing the relation of the chur,ch to the denomination or to 
is impossible with God. In years past, times of great other churches, the minister's relation to other qlinis
apostasy in ·doctrine and in morals hay.e Ibeen succeeded ters, .. etc., etc.; and, 'of course, problems of finance, .of . 

. ' by times of mighty revival, whi·ch have brought won- missi'onary undertakings, and so on. 
derful transformations .. God ·can do such miracles We offer this suggestion to our read'ers, and their 
again! He only needs fit instrum~nts, men and women' r~sponse wiH determin'e whether it has any v;alue. 
through whom He can sound forth His perfectly won- We want The Gospel Witness to be of real assistance to 
derful gospel of graoe and s'aving power. He is long- the people of God in their individual lives, ,and in their 
ing to find'such instruments, mep. and women utterly collective testimony. . , 
abandoned to Christ and to His Word, so that through The first ,column or page_will appear as soon as 
th~m He can 'a~complish, in our, days, the purpose of suffi'cient questtons have been received.. W ~ need 
HIS heart. It IS ,because we. hl!:ve pledged ,~>urselves ,hardly add that all correspondence wiH be treated with 
to do, all that we can to tram such .servants of ·God ' the strictest con'fidence,' and. no names will be men-' 
'as these, that ,~~ ·crave the 'pray;erful sympathy of all tioned, nor any word written, that could identify the' 
who read these'lmes.' , . e~quir~r. 

"The prea.ching, of Jesus Christ our Lord is the 
burning of sweet odours before the throne of God, 
and to our Lord it is evermore ail a.cceptable oblation. 
T,he sa.crifice of Christ 'is' that which makes the ,vorra 
bearable to a Holy. God, and the preaching of ·th·at 
saocri.fi·ce is a savour' of rest to, Him." "Thanks be 
unto God!" ,; 

A NEW PlROPQSAL.' 
The Editor of The Gospel Witness recei,~es a great 

many 'letters' .from ministers" and others asking many 
questions relating to .the prohlems of. Christian life 
and. ser,vice. VIT e do not profess to be expert in all 
the matter about which peopl~ write us; but since so 
many seem, to think our opinion. would be of value to 
them, it has occurred tp 'us that \ve might open a new 
department of. The Gospel Witness .. to be known as "The 
Editor's Questi.on Box". This might not appear every 
week, but perhaps only' occasionally. That would 
depend largely on the number of enquiries sent in. 

• We therefore suggest' to our readers that if they have 
any problem which they think we might.help to solve, 
if they will write us in, the fe\vest possible ,,vords, ' 
sending the letter to: The Gospel; Witness, 130 Gerrard 
St: East~ Toronto, Canada, marking their letters on 
the outside, "The Edit·or's Question Box", we will 
endeavour from time to time to answer such enquiries. 

Of course, it should be unde~rstooq, that the very 
name of this paper limits the scop~ o(:,it~· pndertakings. 
We cannot therefore under:take! to'::O'is~uss 'any, and 
,every question; bu.t we should I~;~ .g;r~<;I" to ~ea~' ~rom 
our readers respectmg the pr.obl'ems"bf l the mdlvldual 
believer's life. Let your question have as practical.a 

'bearing as. possible. PIease do not -ask us to give an 
exposition of some abstruse text,~ ,vhieh perhaps 'Y01l1d 

SEMINARY NEWS. 
The T.oronto Baptist' Semina'r.Y" is, rapidly nraJdng new 

friends. We frequently hear from" peO!pole scattered abroad 
of th,eir interest in the work of -the ,Seminary. We are most 
gr.ateful for thei,r oon-tinuous intercession, and, for their fin-
ancial help. ' ,. 

Tlhey wi'll :be glad' to know -thai Rev. W. Gord'O'n Brown, 
B.A., ou,r splendid teacher .of Greek, h!a:s' fully orecovered f.rom 
the attack of scarlet fever which confined! Mom to tilie 'house 
:!lor six weeks; ..and is going fuH speed at the Seminary ag'lain. ' 
During his illoosS his work was ably taken 'by -Rev. W. S. 
Whitcombe, B.A., who thus d·id double duty. ) 

An the ,other tUJtors are w~n, .and as active as e"er. 
. M'iss Olive Clark, M.A., by her chee,ry' dis:po,sition, brings 
. June weather in December; but when she 'sets the pace :!lor 

her students we are not sure that they know in what month 
they are living; or what time of day it is! They usually have 
a vivid consciousnes's of the near appl"oach 'of ~xaminations, 

I and are kept rather active in preparation for them, no matter 
what the weather may be. . 
. !.Rev. Alex Thoms'on, B.D., in his 'lectures on Biblical Intro
ducti,on, manages to make his' subject': so' crystal-clear th~t 
ihis students receive and ·remember. what 'he .gives them in, 
rather a wonderful way. The tutors' in the T,ol"onto B'wptilst 
Semin8lry' have the art of oompelling their ,student!!. to ithink, 
and to learn by thinking, which is really, the ,only way to 
le'a.rIl at all. . 

We o"el1heard Rev. W. S. Whitcombe to-day teaching Eng
lish, and we a1m:ost shouted, HalleLuj,ah, in the hallway, esp~
cially because it was soo ev-ident that he wa~ making his 
students work! We c'omess it ,is one of the g:re.ate·st delights 
of U~e to s'ee people work. 

·Rev. J. F. HoHiday:; B.A., tea'ches' the most wonderful lan
guage ·of ·all. We undersfand that his students :are so falHng 
in J.ove with Hebrew that there. is s'ome danger of their at
tempting ~t for' CUlTent us'e instead of English! 

. Rev. Sydney Lawance, M.A., is the man with a 'telescope. 
No; we do not mean that he teaches ,astronomy, but history., 
He teaches his students ~o look backward in Ol'der W know 
how to walk forward. A pr.oper historic perspective is indis-

(Continued on page 14.) 
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. ~bt J arbi~ ~trttt ~ulpit 
THE JARVIS ST. CHURCH MOTTO FOR 1930. 

. A Sennon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Ja.nuary 9, 1930 

Preached iI1 Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Sunday MDrning, January 5th, 1930. 

(Stenographically Reported·.) . 

"And :f;h~ angel that talked wi·th me carne again, and: waked me, I1s a m~ that is wakened out of his 
sleep. 

">And said unto me, W'hat seest thou? And I saidi, I· have looked', and behold a candlestick all of 
gold, with a bowl upon Jthe top of it, 'and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, 
which are upon the top thereof: 
. "And two olive trees·by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side 

thereof. 
'~So I answered. and spake to the ange~ that talked with me, saying, What are the'se, my lord? 
"Then the angel that ibalked with me 'answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? 

And I said, No my lordi. . 
"Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord uIUto Zerubbabel, saying, 

Not by mighit, nor by power, 'but .by my spirit, saith the Lord of hos,ts·. 
"Who are thou, .0 great mountain? before Zerubba:bel tho'll s'halt become a plain: and he shall 

·bring forth the ·headstone thereof with shoutings, cI'Y'ing, Grace, grace unto it. 
"Moreover the word of the Lord carne unto me, .saying, . , 
"The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; an9, 

thou s'halt ,know that the Lord of hosJts hath sent me unto you."-Zech. 4:1~9. 

"Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, growing two olive trees, and, apparently,. without 
saith the Lord of hosts.". It has been for many years, human intervention, the olive trees supplied oil to the 
as you know, the practice in Jarvis Street for the reservoir, and from the reservoir to the lamps. The 
Pastor, at the New· Year's Service on New Year's angel who showed this picttire to the prophet asked 
morning, to suggest a motto for the vear. On Wed- him if he knew what it mean·t, 'and he said he did not. 
nesday morning I felt led to suggest -the verse which The ans'wer given was, "This is the word of the Lord 
! ha.ve now read as a text. I spoke a few words on unto Zerubbabel, saying, "Not by might, nor by 
It then, and I shall more particularly ex;pound its power, but by my spirit, saith the' Lord of hosts." 
principle, for our instruction and inspiration, I trust, .It is' impossible to dislS'ociate this representation .of 
this morning. the seven-branched candlesticks from the picture of 

The history immediately surrounding the text is a the church. given to us in the .first chapter of Revela
record 'of one of the greatest revivals of history. The tion where John saw seven gold~n cand1esticks, and 
people of Judah had been seventy years in Babylon, in 'the midist of the seven gDlden cand1esti'cks One like 
and at the expiration of that time, by the decree of unto the SQn of God. vVhile beyon·d doubt, primarily, 
Cyrus, they were .permitted to return to their own this vi·sion had application to Zerl.\bbabel's own case, 
land:. Zerubbabel was the leadler of the first caravan and was a promise that by the pbwer of the Spirit, 
of returning captives, and the work of rebuilding the through him, the' temple' should be rebuilt; it is equally 
house which had been des'troyed was almost imme- certain that the prophecy relates to the mission of the 
diateLy . begun. But it had not progressea far before . chur.ch of Christ. . 
the enemy intervened, and work on the building was The promise abides for us, because all that was 
caused to cease. About si~teen years later, through typified in the tabernacle and in the temple finds it.s 

. the prophecies of Zechariah and Haggai, under whose fulfi'lment in the. ministry of our L'ord and in the 
ministry the people were greatly prospered,. the people miI!,istry of the church of which He Himself is the 
were moved to renew their endeavours to reconstruct Head. Our Lord said of Himself, "I am the light of 
the house. Again the enemy intervened, and complained the world"; and He said to us·, His disciples., "Ye are 
to king Darius. -Investigation was made respect- the light of the world." vVhat He is, we are; and 
ing their report that the restoration of the house had His light is to- shine· through us. Vve are to hold forth 
been commanded by the ·pecree issued by Cyrus; and the vVord of life in the midst of "a crooked and per
.w-hen the matter was examined, the' report they verse nation";among whom we are to "shine as lights 
had made was found tb be true to fact; but instead in the world." Our ministry, theil, as il1d~vid'ual be
of hind~ring the work, it had the effect 'Of leading lievers, and collectively as a church, is ~o give to this 
Darius to issue a decree by which those who had con- dark world' the light of GQd, the light of the 'gospel, 
spired to prevent the building of the.house were com- the light of truth. 
mand'ed to use the resources of the king to execute How are we to do it? How is the church to do it? 
the original decree of Cyrus. Thus God made the How is each individual believer to exercis1e his minis
wrath of man to praise Him, and ,the rebuilding of the try? The answer is given in the principle of the text, 
house went forward.. "Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 

In this chapter we have a picture of a seven-branched the Lord of ,hosts." . 
. lamp, with a central bowl or reservoir, from· which, I. 

by pipes, the oil was conveyed to the seven branches WE ARE No'!' TO ENDEAVOUR 'to DO' OUR VVORK MF,RELY 
of the lamp. 0n either side the candlestick were BY ORGANIzED HUMAN EFFORT. It is true that \vhen men 

1 
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are united in an enterprise th!,!" power pf eaoh is greatly 
augmented, and: the principle finds illustration that 
while one may ~hase a thousand, two may put ten 

-thousand to fligh~. It is possible to bring great things 
t~ pass by pooling our human resources of intellect, 
of' \:Vealth, of hUtTtan energy of every sort. ,We see 
that in the world: about us, in the world of industry, 
in the world of cbmmerce.' A man with a thousand 
dollars cannot do, very much, but if a few thousands 
of people can be brought together who wiII each take 
a thousand dollars~ worth of stock in some great com
pany, you will have' a colossal financial combination 
before whose power it is -difficult for any individual 
competitor to stand. . 

The same principle is illustrated in every walk of 
life. In political life, for example, what great ,things 
can be accomplished when men are brought together 
in a piece of ,co-operative endeavour, where each one 
augments the energ¥ of the other. In such, case it is 
difficult for anyone to withst'and their onslaught. , 

It is not surprising therefore that men should e?Cpect 
to accomplish in the religious realm, 'by the 'same 
methods; that which'. is accomplished in other depart
ments of life. It is' not surpris,ing that men should 
organize )religiously. '~Such orgariized effort is made in 
the individual church.', No one who has any cOOllection 
with this place wiII ,charge us with underestimating 
the yalue of proper organization., I believe in it with 
all my heart. \Ve could Utot have or operate our, great 

,Sunday ,School without organizati0I1. In its place, 
organization is legitimate, and effective. ' You cannC!t 
have a family of a coupJoe of thousand' and accomplish 
anything without organization. I read only yeste'rday 
of a 'certain man in the:United States who is the proud 
father of eighteen children, of whom sixt~en are still 
living. He said, "My family is an institution, and it 
is thoroughly organized. Every member '0£ the family 
has his or her own particu'Iar piece of work to do
and does it." I I think :he is wise. I ,should think a 
family of that sort neede:d some organization~! I should 
think father and mother needed some, co-operation, 
too, to m~ke ends meet properly! 

Even smaller househqlds need 'Organization. It is 
wise to effect a sys'te-m by ,which things can be effec-

'. tively done. ,Do not ~nderstand me to say that 
organization is in itself .an evil. I know some men 
who take that position. ',I know a certain important 
preacher, I mean a man 9.£ 'prominence, who is a very 
dominating, self-willed, rpan. He cannot work very 
happily ,for any length of ,time with anybody. He has 
never had a committee: or a board which he has 
not reduced to splinters; in a little while. He has 
therefore reached the conclusion' that organization is 

,wrong. He is like a certain po,1itician' who was re-
cently interviewed in Toropto, a member of the House 
at Ottawa. He was asked,~ "Who is the lead'er of your 
party?" He said, "I am.", And so he is. Apparently 
he is the 'whole party him$eIf. 

The minister to whom [ refer preaches ably, but 
because he cannot order hi~ work, or delegate a task 
to anybody else, he .decries: organization., I ' 

That 'is wrong. It is right that we should organize, 
but we must remember that no sort of human ma
chinery can ever effect the ~ork that is the sovereign 

,prerogative of the Spirit of: God. 'We capriot by an 
army do that which only God can accomplish. It'is 

uselesS' in a church to exped to d.o, a definite spiritua,l 
work ,by mere, human, organization. It is beyond 
human power to achieve it. ' 

Of course it is possible in a !,unday School, and in , 
various auxiliary, organizations, to get a great com
pany bf people together, and to make a show of suc
cess; and yet utterly to fail in real spiritual accom
p'lishment. lIt is possible for' a church to erect a'great 

I building" and so to .organize' its forces as to pay for 
it; and then to gather great companies of people to

,gether in a religious service, and to carryon year after 
year; and judg!!d by worldil,y or carnal standards, to 
be eminently success,ful; and, yet to fail to shed a ray 
0.£ spiritual light upOon "this, world's darkness." I fear 
that is' true 0.£ some churches: Is it true of us? 

You have another iHustration of the principle in 
, Ezekiel's vision, when he saw the valley fuU of bones. 
They came together, bone to his bone, flesh came up 
upon them, and they were organized; for, a,fter all, 
the most cpmplicated and perfect organization in the 

'world is the human body. It is more than an organ
ization, however: it is, an organism, and it ca'n function 
only as it ,is vitalized, as it has life within it. When 
Ezekiel saw this organization, this coming together 
of bone to his bone~ and ,sinew to sinew, and flesh came 
up upon them, he observed "there was'no breath in 
them." 

It is possible to have a great Sunday School class, 
co~posed of hundreds Qf people, yet to have no light, 
nor life, spiritually. It is possible for us, -in this 
School, to have I great classes, a great aggregate 
attendance, anq. accomplish nothing of permanent 
value; for if the Spirit of God 'be not :with us, no 
darkened mind can be spiritu'ally illuminated, no'soul' 
dead in trespasses and sins can be quickC(ned. It is 
not by organization, by 'any system you can ,devise, 
that men and women are to be brought into vital con

,tact and fellowship with the Lord J esU's. Let us 
remember therefore that the church that gives itself 
to doing-doing-doing, all the time building up new 
organizations, devis,ing plans by which human efforts 
may be brought together-the' church that gives itself 
to that exclusively is outsid'e of God's plan; it is ,not 
,by an army that God's work 'is to be done. ' 

That is true also of the larger groups of churches. 
sometimes ,called denom'inations. I do pot want to say 
anything that wouM be offensive, but I do not believe 
th~ world has ever seen a more 'barren movement, I 
mean 'a movement more barren of spiritual results, a 
movement issuing in less spiritual light and life, than 
the great Church 'Union movement in .Canada. I 

, attended the meetings 'Of the General Assembly of the 
Pre~byterian Church whenever I had opP0rtunity. I 
attend'ed aI-so some meetings of the' Methodist <;:on
ferences, 'and ,l,istened to' the debates. I listened to the 
dehate in London, Ontario, mOore than twenty years 

, ago in the First ;presbyterian Church, when the Gen
eral As:sembly was held there, a debate that lasted, I 
believe, for two or three days. In my judgment it was 
as far removed ,from the scriptural conception of 
things as anything could possibly be. It was a p-Iea' 
chiefly to effect a great organization, a great institution 
that would have 'great wealth, great learning, and great 
social influence; and that would effect financial 
economies, especially 'iJI the gre'at plains ,of the West. 
But the id'ea of the presen~e and power Oof the Holy 
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, G,host in the midst of God's people being a?solute~y II. 
indispensable to effective Christian service wa's, 
scarcely ever recognized. In the United Church you "NOR By PowER"-by force or might of any sort. 
have to-day a: ~'mammoth organization in which no Much can .be done where there is great wealth. It is' 
single minis1:ercan make' himself heard in behalf 'of easy to ere'ct buildings. It is' easy to command a cer-

tain kind of 'service if you have the money to pay. 
·the truth, or in protest against error, a huge hierarchy Wealth beyond doubt is power. H you meet a man of 
that. is the very antithesis of every~hing that the New great wealth, if you have discernment at 'aU; you will 
Testament teaches: respecting the church of Christ. not need t I k t h' b k t t k th t 1 
O . .., 0 00 a IS an accoun 0 now a Ie 

~ ~ourse, I k~ow . .there are m<;hvldual churches an,~ ,'is a man of wealth. You will not need to be told, nor 
ml111sters who testify the ~ospel of ~he .gra'Ce of God . . to judge him by the clothes he wears; there is some
~ say only. that. the mammoth orga111zatIOn as a who~e thing a~out the man, there is' a power, there is a com
lS the antitheSIS. of. the New Testament chur'Ches. '? manding attitude, that tells you that man is accustomed 

,Carry that pnnclple .forwa~d, and what have .you. ,as he go.es through life to get what he wants' not 
I do not know how many of you read the _papers from b ,h' b 'h ..' 
t'h Oldl T, dId t J' ·St tit ecause e IS etter than ot er people, but because he 
~ J....3;n . 0 w:an you arvl'S ree peop e 0 can pay for it. The man who has behind him great 

~hmk. outside of. J~rvls St~eet, more often. Do not resources of wealth becomes a man of ower. 
1magme that thiS IS the kmgdom of God. Do not . ' ' p . 
'imagine that God has no interest in anything outside I read, I. thl~k only ·last week, of the Gen~va C<;>n-
.of Toronto or Ontario If we are Christians we are ference which IS to be held shortly, and the questIOn 
to relate ourselves to' the Lord's work eve~ to the was 3!sked as to what influence Mr. J. Pierpont Mor
uttermost parts of the earth. Weare to study to see gan .would exercise in the . .conference. ~e is ~(j.t an 
how God is moving among His people; and how offiCial of the state: ~e IS pure~y a p~l~ate c~t1zen. 
organizations ca,11ed Christian are, in many instances, \!Vh~ should a man wltho~t offi~lal posltl.on" wltho.ut 
arraY'ing themselves aga'inst the truth of Scripture. offiCial rank, ha.ve any p'artlcula~ l,nflu!!nce m an offiCial 

There is a movement in England toward what is confer.ence? Simply ~ecause he IS 'largely at ,the h~ad 
called Re-Union, the bringing together of the free o.~ the Amencan ball'kmg .s~stem, and. ~ecause behmd 
ch.urches, and the Anglican establishment, when we hiS. word are uncounted millions anq. bllli~ns of money. 
are all to accept holy orders at the touch of the bishop! It IS the man of wealth, very often, who IS the man of 
I :am just as much a bishop as the Archbishop of power. . " .' 
Canterbury this, very minute. I would not accept a A man of wealth m a church, 1£ hl.s money IS con
"commission" from him, although he is a very excel- secrated to ~o~y use.s, may be a mlg~ty power for 
lent man, I have no doubt. But the idea of "tactual good. Sometimes a ,nch man ~an make It very uncom
,succes'sion" has' been prominent in the Englis):l dis- fortable for a pastor of. a church.. He may be tempted~ 
cussi?ns over Church ,'£.!nion: There. is also th~ ~igh because he 'comJ?ands m the bus'I~~'s~ world, to assume 
Anglican party, or the Anglo-Cathohc party; It IS a that he has a rIght to command m the chur~h. I do 

- movement in the English church toward ,Rome. Some not IT!ean to suggest that such ~n one dehb~rately 
there are, too, who suggest the inclusion in the "reunion" lords It ove~ people, but t~e exercise of a1:lthonty be
of the Eastern or Greek Orthodox Church. Thus, they comes .second nature to, hu~. If he ,goes mto a store 
seem to 'think, that if they can get the Established everyone makes way for him. The shopkeeper say~, 
Church of England, the Rom3;n CathoIic 'Church, and "Wha~ can I d~ for you, Mr. So-an~-So?" They do 
the Greek Church all into one big organization, some- not bn.rig anrthm&, cheap to show hun, ~uf the most 
thing will be dione !-Especially if the Free Churches expenSive things m the store. He walks 'about as 
are thrown in! though he were monarch of all he surveyed. \Vhen 

How -dark: are the understandings of men who, talk he comes into church, unless he'. is a Christian with 
that nonsense! How utterly foreign to, Scripture the n~uch grace, he expects everyone to make way for 
whole programme is! And yet you have men of great hrm. 
learning who are leading in this ,movement ,toward the But, my friends, -¥ou may build great buildings, and, . , 
so--called Union of Christendom, which is nothing for a while at least, you may get people to go where 
more than an effort to organize' an army ~o do, by there is great wealth; out you cannot thus invoke the 
sheer human Il).ight, that which can be done only by Spirit of the Lord. There will be a great church 
the Spirit of God. , opened in New York in a little' while. They built a 

Let us be careful, then, that we hold these principles church on Park Avenue, New York, a very few years 
·in moderation; and that we recognize that our organ- ago, which was the finest e-cclesiastiocal l11auslOleum I 
izations are useful in their place only as they are under ever saw! It is a place where orthodoxy is interred,. 
the dominance of, and inspired by, the Spirit of G<;>d. and it is a costly burial place. When Dr. Fosdick 
Ezekiel -saw some wheels, great wheels; they were became the ',minister, he insisted they must have an
so high that they were 'dreadful. But he observed that other building, and th~y are spending millions ill its 
as they revolved they went everyone straight forward. erection. But money cannot change human hearts, 

, Along the shining track he looked, and saw at the end e:x;cept for the worse; it cannot effect "a new 
the appearance of a throne, and the appearance of a creation." Gold has·its limitations. SAme day, it wi,ll . 
man above upon it. But the distinguishing character- find' its proper place when it paves the stl;'e~ts .for the 
istic of those dreadful wheels wa's' that the Spirit of feet of the redeemed: to walk upon .. :;';'. ' , 
the :living creatures was in the wheels. It was an Meanwhile, wealth 'has tremendous· power. It were 
organization, it was a machine; but it wa~ driven.-by a foil,y to discount it; or to say you are wholly indiffer
superhuman power, it was moved by the Spirit of. God ent to the'rich man. Most· people are subject to. his 
....:....not by an army, not by organized human effort, not influence every day. It requires grace from on high 
by power, nor by any sort of human effort. to live independently. 
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But there is one place where money cannot b~y 
anything. That trickster of Samaria, Simon the sor
cerer, had made a great deal of money with his triCKS, 
and when he saw that :by the laying on of the .al?ostles' 
hands the Holy Ghost was given, he .came to the 
apostles and 'offered .them money, saying, "Give me 
also this power, that ;on whomsoever L lay hands, he 
may receive'the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto 
him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast 
thought that the gift of God may be purcha'sed with 
money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: 
for thy heart is not righ1: in the sight of God. . . . 
I per-ceive that thou :art in the gall of bitterness, and 
in the bond of iniq:uity." Ah, you cannot buy the 
ministry of the Holy, Ghost; "Not .by might, nor by 
power"-not by the power ot wearth. . 

VVhat is wealth but a concrete representation of 
human life and energy? A'll the thinking of a man's 
mind, the energy of his body, all that he has, he 
transmutes into' gold; and he says, "This is my 
strength, 'and I 'am ;'going to do spmething with it." 
And so he may. But in the spiritual realm he is as 
impotent as a babe. His wealth counts for nothing 
at a·II. 'You cart build a temple and line it with gold 
itself, 'but no matter how elaborately it is furnished, 
wealth cannot command the power of Go~. 

Nor by your learning. What an example we have had 
of that! Schools have sprung up everywhere in the 
las.t hundred years.' (We have one of our own. May 
God always keep .us "like little children at His feet.) 

I .But 0.£ late' years 'it has been: assumed that by the 
power ·of human learning -the work of God may be 
accomplished in the 'world, and from our univers·ities 
and seminaries we· have turned out men 19Y the hun-' 
.dred, and by the thqusand, with aLl their acaaemic.· 
degrees·, doubtless .men of great learning,. not simple
tons by any means. But· some of the m'O's.t learned 
men in:"'Amerka preach to empty pews, and' aCCOIIl
plish nothing for God by al'l their learning. 

A 'friend of mine told me that he went to hear the 
great Canon Driver lecture -in Oxford. He had heard 
of hilS fame throughout the world, and he expected that 
great things would be apparent. He found the great 
scholar lecturing to his class-and! his class consisted 
of just one student! \ 

There are. the010gica'l seminaries in the United 
States to-day that have about as many professOrs as 

. students. There ~re theological seminaries with .large 
endowments that would give much for the student 
body of the Toronto Baptist Seminary. Why? For 
the simple reason' that it is· being demonstrated-it has 
been demonstrated-that human learning, of its'elf 
cannot bring a single soul to Christ, nor. cause the 
work of the Lord to J?rosper. 

. And 5'0 I migh~ go on and enumerate other elements 
of human :power,:"but whatever they are, learning, elo
quence, social position, an these things are utterly 
futile in this great work to which we, a's Christians, 
are committed. ,"Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith ,t\re Lord of .hosts." , 
. Let me speak :to you tea'chers. I h:;tve said it before, 
but I must say it again and again-and say it to my 
own heart: You will each come next Sunday morning 
to teach your class.' Unless your teaching is energized 
by the power of the Hooly Spirit you might just ~s well 

stay at home. It is' important to understand the text 
of the les1sc;m and to know exadly what to say; but it 
is far more important that you 'should go before God 
with the prayer that every word of yours may be set 
on fire by the Holy Ghost. Only thus will your words 
burn their Way into heart and conscience and effect a 
new creation, a transformation of life. 

III.. 
THE WORK IN WHICH WE ARE ENGAGED AS A CHURCH! 

IS A \i\TORK \i\THICH ONLY GOD CAN ACCOMPLISH. There" 
is no substitute for the po'Wer of the H oly Spirit. My 
brothers and sistel1s, may I ask you very earnestly 
and very solemnly,' with what thought did you rise 
this morning, as you contemplated coming to 'church? 
Oid you stop to ask, "I wonder what the p~stor.will 
have to say to-day? I hope we shalrhave an inte~est
ing mes·sage." Did you think of me? \i\T eU, if you 
think rightly of God's. messenger, that is' all to the 
good; but if you would rise and say, "My pastor to- : 
day has to go befo,re men in behaH of God, and speak 
of things which men -cannot see, which 'eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man'. He is sent upon a task which angels might 
covet, but which neither man nor angel can accomplish 
unless God be' with him." If you meet the morning 
of the Lord's day with that simple thought, and then 
rise to say, "Tfie great question. for me is, Will God 
be in Jarvis· Street to-day? I wiH not think of the . 
pulpit, I will not think so much about the pew; but 
the_ one great question in my heart is, Are' we sure 
that this morning the Holy Ghost will be present: and. 

• that He will exercise His ministry, breaking the rocky.. 
heart, consuming the dross, speaking the word of life 
to souls that are dead ?"I If thusl we were to med'itate,: 
it would bring us all to our knees. How we should 
pour out our hearts before God not so much for the' 
pre'archer as' a man, nor for ea-ch other mereoly as. 
brothers and sisters beloved, but for the presence and 
power of God the Spirit, so that in the singing of our' . 
hymns, in the reading of Scripture, in. the offering of 
prayer, and in the . hearing of God's word, in every
thing, there should be a spiritual. accompaniment·. 
which will compel peop'le to recogni~e that God is in. 
this place. . 

Ho'W can 'We have tha.t, my friends?, How can we: 
have it? How will the Holy Spirit come? Dr. Stock-· 
ley read it to you this morning: "If I depart, I will 
send him"-Is that what Jesus said? No! He said, 
'~If I depart, I ,wiH send him unto yo~." "Unto you" r 
"And when he, the Spirit of truth is come"-Come' 
where? "Unto y"oti"! 'When the Spirit of truth pos-· 
sesses God's people,. then He will reprove the world,. 
through them, of sirt,' of righteousness, and of judg-· 
ment. 

You will remember how that promise was fulfilled . 
at :rent~cost. "Suddenly there came a sound from. 
heaven as of a rushing mightY' wind, and it filled all 
the house where thy were sitting. And there appeared'. 
unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat· 
upon each of them. And they were a'll filled with the' 
'Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance.". Where did the' 
Sp~rit come? It is true He became the very Atmos-· 
phere of the' place where' God's people were assembled; 
but He came unto them; He possessed the church. 
~Hce and for all; on that occasion the promise that He: 
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would baptize with the Holy Ghost and,with fire was 
-fulfilled. Never again is there a solitary word in Scrip- . 
ture to indicate thaf believers should seek the "bap
tism" of the Holy Ghost. I believe it to .be an error 
to teach that we should be "baptized" with the Holy 
Ghost.\. The church was once a?d for all .b~ptized with 
the HOly Ghost at Pentecost "m one Spmt are we all 
baptized into one body" when we believe; and if you 
and I open our hearts to the Holy 'Ghost He will come 
in, as surely as if you open theSie windows the.air will 
.come in from outside. The Holy Ghost is here. 'We 
.can receive Him in His ,fulness this morning. You 
.d:o not need to wait until after dinner. He is here. 

., We are commanded to be "filled with the Holy Ghost", 
not to "grieve" th,e Holy Ghost; not to "quench" the 
Holy Spirit. But never, anywhere in Scripture, is 
there 'a word to indicate as our Pente'costalist friends 
say, that we are to seek the "baptism" of the Holy 
Ghost. The ascended Lord poured out His Spirit, He 
immersed the church, overwhelmed her with the 
Hdly Ghost; and from then unti'l now He has been 
here as the very air about us is here. We ·are to open 
our hearts' and receive Him in His fulness, and abide 
in His ,power. . 

But He will come to the world, and to those about 
us, only as He first 'comes to us. When He is come 
to you, He will reprove the world' of sin, of righteous
ness, of judgment. Let our praye·r be, then, not so 
much that the Holy Ghost may come, but that our I 

hearts' ~ay 'be opened to Him, and that we may be 
yielded to Him, that our lives may be flooded by His 
light and power. As thus we do, as that becomes oui
experience, we shall everyone of us be fruitful branches 
of the Vine; and we shaH be as a branch of the candle-. 
stick, fed with oil fJlOm the reservoir giving a true 
light. There will be a savour .of Christ about us, and 
men will belie've that the tabernacle of God is with 
men, ·and that He does· actually dweI.I with them. 

As for you who are unconverted, sa.'lvation ~i'oes not 
consist .merely in a retrospe'ctive look, in a look back 
to the historic Jesus. It is tru~ that ljIe died on the 
cross, that He was buried, that He rose again, and is 

could find no room to move, in the gallery and elsewhere, 
raised their hands, together indicating their solemn deter· 
mination to depend wholly upon the powe1' of the Holy 
Ghost. 

SEMINARY NEWS. 
(Continued from page 9.) 

pe-nsable iflo a clear app·raisement of life's values'. If the 
Pharaoh who "knew not Joseph", had added to "all the wisdom 
·of the Egyptians, in which Moses was' learned" a th'Oll"ough 
c~urs'e in the ihistory of 'his' own: ,land, he would have saved 
hmrs'elf much trou'ble. 

pean Stockley, whose iron hand is gloved in velvet, is 
a1ways on the bridige; .and the Seminary' ship moves by sun
time every day. If aU ;the cIocks in T·oronto were to stop 
at once, Dr. ,Stockley 'WIOuld be on tIme to the minute from 
!force of habit! An ~ly riser and a i>rodi.gi.ous w()I1'ker, in 
addition to the direct and thorougiR i'nstr.uctiO'Il: imparted 
th'l'loug.h his lectures, ne sets bef.ore his stud'ents an example 
of ministerial industry, punctll'ali.ty, scholiarship, and spirit
uality, the combined dynamic of which will spur .them on to 
the end 'Of life. . . 

The Toronto Baptist .seminary, whet'her a tljing 'Of .beauty 
or no.t, Is a joy for ever. The students wiJtli-o!Ut exceptIon 
appear to .be o.ut-and'-out for the Lord. Many of them have 
already displayed! 'l"eal ability, and we believe large numbers 
of ·them are destined ,to c·onspicuo1liSl posi·tions of leaderslii.p 
in the years to come. A new student, we understand, 
registered this term', -vv-hich win bring the num'ber up ~o 
eighty-'three; and we believe one ,or two others are on the 
way. 

'Duiring the last Conventi'on year, October, 19·28, to October, 
1:929, the oontrtburti·ons to the ',Semdnary fl"om ;the treasury 
of the Union' of Regular Bwptist Churohes, was so-methdng 
over $1,800.00: .For!the balance 'Of Its SUPPO'l"t the Seminary 
!had to depend upon J'arvis :Street Churoh and the dilrec.t gifts 
of interested! friends thmO!UJg.h: the Seminary treasury. With
in the last month we :b.'ave received tW'O c'ontributi'Ons of 
$100;00 e~h:; sevemlof $25.00; some of $20.00, and a num
ber of sm-alle!!." aDlJOUnts. 

The expense ,of .the :Seminary 8Imo.unts to about $'1,000.00 
a mo·nth. We rwiish ,our co.ntrlbutors· c'Ould near the s·ongs 
'Of praise a~d thiankisgiving ~hat rise when collitributions come 
in, and iho-w earnestly JarvIS Stireet; people ;pray that God's 
bles·si.ng Iffiay rest upon all the donors. W·e d10 not plead f'Or I 

money. We feel justified in acquainting our friends· with 
the facts and then leaving it to God to move His stewards 
to give as He directs. 

in the glory, and that some day He will come again. 
But He is our living Saviour at this very moment, and 
He has sent the Holy Spirit as· the Executive of th~ 
Godhead to abid~ with His chul"ch fiorever. As we 
receive Christ 'as our Saviour, we should receive the 
Spirit' 'as our Sanctifier .. It is for us to yield to His 
dominance, and we shall grow up into Christ in all 
things. May He bless His word.' to His own people, 
and to the salvation of such. as are not saved, £tor His ' 
name's sake! 

JU'st as' the Seminary was ·beginning, or abOllit three years 
ago, we appr.oac·hed 'One fTiend of lal"ge means for help, but 
he did not feel disposed to Il"espond. Since that time we have 
never as'ked: 1iIItY'one personallY' fo-r mo.ney for the Seminary. 
Once last ye·ar we sent a letter to our Witne88 readers; with 
thiat exce.ption, the· 'On1y a~peals :tha~ have hE:en made. for t~e 
Seminary have been iIlhe Items of Inf.Ol"matiJOn pubbshed lD 
these :pages. We look to God ::f.o.r help, In the confidence 
that He willi S'\l:~:p;Jy: all our needs "according to his riches in 

. glO'l"y' ibY' Oh~ Jesus". 

Let us pray. 0 Lord, help us to-day that without 
res'erve we may yield our all to Thee once again. If 
any have wandered away, and have taken back that 
which they have dedicated to the Lord, we pray Thee 
to recall such to fellowship with ThyseH, and to Thy 
service to-day. Bless us now as we 'Sing our' closing 
hymn. Fill the heart 'Of every 'believer here with' a 
desire to see othet:S confessing Chr.ist; ~nd wilt Thou 
tead those who do not know Thee, or who have con
fessed Thee, in this hour publicly to avow their 
aUegiance to Thee.· For Thy name's sake, Amen .. 

In response to the invitation some came seeking salva
tion, and then hundreds came forward, filling the space at 
the front of the church, and all the aisles, and others 'Who 
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C omm~mi~ations for thiJ departlTsent aT-e .now 'Woor.shi.ppilll~. witili th~ ~'ounhs- leading off :these, a.nd -hiOlUses ,al1 the way. 
should be addressed· direct to JiT/ Gor- bUTg (~hu.rch." DuTl'nlg the Illl!l:IDS'try of As YlOU Clam. see, .these Ip·oor peopl-e cOUiLdi 

, . 0 Rev. R. D. CampbeH, Mof.:fiatt was added! not use a C8.ll' to come to church, if ;they 
don Brown, Box 502; Oran:gev,Ue, ~t .to thi,s fieJd, but now it has been ibr8llllS- had ,one; they 'IllI\lsrt; wllllk to cool1c:h, and 

... ... ... i . fe'l'l1ed to wOl1k with: Gueilph, and!' it thlllt ·ov:er these dangel101l:S' 'l"oads. . 
'FORTY YEARS OF SERVl·CE. . ·the'r>eby !has Iboth >an attemoon ISiervioo "Wlhen 'one ~embers .that it is a' 

Stanley .A ViEmU·e Baptist 'Ohu:rch, H3iID.- am:d a S\lIl1Id.ay .sChool. N().w FL8IIlI!bOTO little Jes,s ·than one :hundred! ye8l1S s~n'Ce 
fillon, Wihere Rev. C. J. Lon'ey ihas beene Oentl1e i.s ei'ght miles fro'm Ramlilton, :amd thes·e people were sJ'aVies, 'WIho 'had been 
pas.tor f·or fifteen years, Il\e·cently oaLe- Mountsburg is eirghilleen, both ehureheis lmoug.ht over f.l'Iom AfriC81, it oj,s' a Httle 
bra:ted its for.ti-ethanniveTsaTy.. That being 'si-tua~ed~ iIn 'a 'g-ood IIlNl'l"lret~dElIl- easieT to undel1stamd the 'lrOTl'i!bI'e im-

\ Sunday lIll>o:r:ni~g,' December 15th)' ·the illlg ·and! farming 'sectiOOl. "The jpI8l"SIO'lll- mQra.lJi..ty ,of the landi IlIt 'Pl'Iesent, 'amd aIs,o 
honOlUll'ed pastor preaehed, whBe Dr,' 8:g>e is' in the plea:s'a'Dlt vill8lgleof F·l'IeeiltooJ. the eJcl;reme poveI'lty ,of the· Qro~llI3JrY 
Pettim:g-ill ,gave the mess~81ge' ,i,n ;the e\"e- -on the Ha.m:nton-Gue~ph Ih.ig.hway, :li0lUlr- family. Yet theTelilre mamy ih,umJbl:e
nIng. On 'libe dnvitaltion, mam~ 1C8IItlie teen miles fl"om e'a~h." . m~nded, .spiritu,al 'ChIriistiJaa:bs: in this' dis.
:rorwaTd f.or a reconsecr.ation ,of ·them- I,t Is a good fIlhing :f.or ,one chu.rch ,to met, ,as w,ell 'as> 'OVier the ·Wih>()le ,of fIlhe 
selvelS to >the Lord, amd iSOme desiring help anotbeT, .and eSipjeciaLly fOT rIale island, Ithat have heen lifted fIDom a l'ife 
church membemihip. :. strO'llger t'o aid the weakier. ·SbenlStooe.of sin .beyond description, to a lliie >()f 
. 'II~ f.ollQwimIg Tu'esday, Which W3JS the Memori-al, B'l'antDord, 'beli:ev:es' <this> and: pU'ri-ty ,th'l1ou'gih ;jjhe power .of the GoS'pel . 

. exact date ,of the ·foolJld'ing of ·tMs noble pr.actiS"..s it. To ,the l>1IiI'Ig'e 'attendaJnce rat Bu·t I am !Sorry to say ,that, 'Oln Ithe 
ooull'lCh f(lrty yeaTS 'ago, :the aIlln.ual the Harvest Home f.estival .in i1lhe Flam- whole, th,e .tone ,of Slp;irltua:llife in alI JtIhe 
meeting was heild. An in:f.oXlmal ,p'l'o- bol'O 'Centre, 3illid 'at the eig:hty...f!i~ alii- churches is very low. They need ·mOll'e 
gNmmte fulliowed: ~ bountifuL 61l1PP·eT. ndv'eT&a!ry i.n MOIIlIJIItsbur.g, s>inge!l1S f'l"Gm teaehdng ,of :the W'oro wIth p.O'W'eIl'; they 
'PoaIsroor A. J. Miltigan, of' I'Inm3illiuel Shenstone provided special music. .need prayer." . 
OhuTcil of the s'a:me dty, ihilIll>selif "ooe * ... ... ... ... ... ... .'" 
of .QIUl' old boys'," .gave aIJI. uplifting 00-. NEWS FROM JAMAICA. THE FRENCH 'BIBLE MISSION 
dreslS.· i We p;rese1llt he!rewith a /brief and ,H- M. Em·ile Gu'll'dd has .r.eoealItl.y .m;ad\e ·a 

The ·reports il'lom variohs depart- lru;minatilng .account 'of .the wOTk in which tOUT IOf ptlLl'ts of Enigl>and !8iJld, Ireland, 
ments S!howed ·g-ood wor.k tin all. During Re'V. J: W. Knight .alJlid ihils brid'e ihav-e l'epl'leS'elllting .the wOTtihy 'WIork' of the 
the year :f.ou:r.teen foLlowed ,the LOTd iIn gone to ,engag-e En J,amai~ "We ihave French Bible MilssiOOJ, ,of whach !hei-s (lIIJIe 
baiptiS'Ill'. Fiinam:cially, rbh,e y>ear 'WaIS ,aJoso come ·to s'hllll."le the J,a;bours of one .of >the >()f iIlhe Ipaostors. Tm.s' ASSloci-atron ,of I 
a ,glOOd ()lIIe, wi.th a ·total i'nc~e of $12,- veteran miss1,onmes 'of Jamaica; 1ili!e Fundamental OhU!OOh.es in F'iranee is do- • 
740.92, of whfdh, exclusive ,of 'auxilia'l"Y Rev. A. W. Meredith. Th!e ideld is oCom- ing 'a tlJiOO"ough and ·a;g.gressfive 'WIOIrk in 
s'ocieties, the e:hu;rch gave $1,1'29.60 to pris'ed of th'l1ee oo:gani2:eid chu'l'lChes, 'a' I8l1Id: d'arloollJed Qy'Cailholicism I8nd 
mi'l!ISioIlJs. Th·ese !l"ejoiicilng. 'l'eporrtls illlI- GlarkisonviUe, Tweedside rand MOUlnJt athielis'Ill'. During hils" imiJp >abroad! ~ome 
&.pire :the people' to Ylet gl'ea.te,r .thingis. Moria:h, wtth memib,el'ISihips l'Iespeetivcly e.iogiht ljfu'OUlSJand wer>e il:.OIUched by hd.s ·tes,,· 

. * ... * ... '1 ,of 414, 148 and' 114. BesideiSl !IiliJese, >there timony and messra.ge tn ,s0lJllg'. M. 'GiuJedti 
ANO'l'HER NEHEMI~H a!l"e !S:eV'en cl8l.!ls"-houSIeS lOT 'OIUt..fStatiOOllS:, is hi-rns.elf a /besif;imony to :the !power 'Ilif 

The revivals under Ezra i3Jlld N-cllJe- with anolliell' one undeT consideration. the GOISpel. ThmOlU'gh a Bri·tis:h mi.ssion
m1a:h a:r>e filnding, in lesser way, a OOUll!- One of these h,3iS 'a' .l'Iegular Stmdlay ser- a>ry (Brethren) in AlgieTIS, tis chdld of 
.ter:plliI'lt in the work g-omg -on UIlldeT Pas- vilce, preceded by Sunday School. 01ihell's a H:ebl1ew ~.OltlJe was br01Iglht to Ghrist. 
ror W. F. MjeslJey, at East Zor:ra. &e-have 'a 'l'!egular Stmdiay Sdhool, wM1e ,th,e Du'l'l'l1:g'. the wa: he -yrent ~ ~ as 
vioulS to thas chureh's st3illidJ fo1,' ;the milth·, relSt h8lVie 'oocasionra.)i seTv:ioes whicl!! ,are a iSlold~er, leaVIng ihd:s ·busmess Itn .A}~ 
It was one of. fIlh'l'ee wh>ieh oaIllto~th·er ,sup- worked. ii.n 'IlIOW andi '8I&'a1n. 'l'he CibJul'lCih,eIS giers. A::liter ~e Arm;istioo ~e waslSue
,ported: a p·a:stor; now i-t is .sehf"'supp,<mb- ,have services evjery .sunday. There are ceSS£ul :m ,b~smess m f.~ IbUJt ihe 
ing. Wi1lh a ~eal :f.OT ·the Lord's house, a number of 1001111: melD. Wiho ltake theilr esteemed the 11eP'l"oach of Oh!ril!ot g.neadler 
the pe()ple decided to under:t8ilre >the 0()llI- tur.n .at condu'Cl;itng s'erviees each week, riClhes il:.han ltl'Ieasul"es," in Pari'S; mdl so 
strU'Cltion of a basement and ~~ ilJlisrtallla- '3iIlld for these we have ,too :tibank G.od. It 'he became ·a French B-apti'st pastor. I 
·tion ·of a :f.urna!ce 'and 'baptilstry.. While i.s nex;t fIlo 'iIIll>possiblleJ to oondu,ct set"Vices Tlhes·e FTench~ :ame br.e~:ren in Ohrist 
.othe'l"S'saOO, "It 'c:am.'.t he dione," :"we made in mO'l"e ,than. >O.Ile ehllLl'lCh eaIC:h Sund'ay, and 'brethren '1lII rbhe ;t:awth. Pray foOl' 
OU'l" pl'IayeT lUIllIto our GOld," amd - weH, per man, .0'Il aOOOUlJllt ,of the distance :that them. *...... . ... 
thebalsem,ent waUs '8l'Ie :noWi iilllisihed, lies betw,E!<m ,the diff;lielr-elll!t 1I!!Pihere-s :anld INDIANA, PENNSYLVANIA 
.s·ince >the ,men "had: a mind> to 'Work," ;the als'o on accotmt of ;the l'Ioads. F,ar in- The' !trial. of ;the ehurah 'Ilif which Rev. 
iu·rnace is i!ns~~led, and ~he. ibl\lP.tistrr i·s -s-tamoe, .to &'0 to Tweedsidle ·is· as dJislbance A>rthuir B.· F'owIer is> pastor, i.n Indiana, 
und:er conswueti~ ,: Durillig 'aWtemtliOlnS (If :thirteelIl' miles 'over i3Jll !8Xtremel~ hm~ PemlisY':Wam~a, when Ithe stiate ()ffici~ 
to t~ churc~ ibUlldmg, mhe ;ehuTch has country, ,S'O .hiillly that iIlhe last m.hl!e ih8ls did! thei:r -best to takie 'awaY',the rightDul 
Wlors:hiipped. ~I?' ,the .12th Lme sahoo!.- to be neg>o.ti!l1'ted on hOl'lS-ebaek. (We proper.ty, J:ais·ted :ti0ir six da'YJS; ·but, ()n 
house. It I'S mte1'elStl-ng Ito tnote. :1lhlllJl It heard ju,st lately that Ib~ i&'OVer:mnen.t iJs, 13iSt report, Ijfu·e ooull'lt Ihad tnot made deci
was iJn :the ~OCM school-:bOlU,se WhICh fll'st .shol1tly to impToV'e thd.s ~oad'). W1he,n, ta ·s·1on. M'any of ,our Ammoan .'breth;z'len 
occUipied ;tihilS mile, Ithtat ·tMs e.hproh was ;horse ,tl1aveLs .this' dilstanoo in 1lhe ihe>at, be!lieve dlli:at "there is' much 1tlJ()re at 
·b()l1".lh it sca.rcely can >&,0 Ifarther the >SJa1DJe di3iY; stake than ,th~ IPl'IOpIeaty of thie chiureh 

... ... ... * ,S'o Wle 'Mwa'Y.s oorne !home MJOIndiay 'lIliOIl'IllI- in lndilina." 
A HAPPY. FELLOWSH~P ing. 'Ilhus diar ,the pt:actiice ihas been: >to ... ... ... 

ReV. R. K. Gonder is filndi.ng ta 13JI'lg'e ·stay Ithe day ,and ,get in, ·if pOSlS·ible, 'an. PRAYER LEAGUE 
tel"Twory in ihis lJI!ew f,ie1d of wor;k Under ·open~air ;SIervi<;e, somewhiere not ~o fall' We learn: with interes·t :bh>at Rev. 
the Old C'oniention there WeTe tbree awray,aLo.ng·wiiIlh. the regul8.ll' servaees of Ernest M. Wadlswonbh, of BuifaWo, New 
.cliull.'lChes ,on ,thiLs . field, Moullltsbu'l1g, the e.huil'c:h we. a.l'Ie :1lI!in~ster~·D!g ito that Y>()rk, hasSlUcceeded :bhe late 'l1hom3iS E. 
W'esfllorer and FIambol'o Centre. "By -SU!Ild3iY. . '. . StephelJl:s, of blessed. memory, '8iS' di:rec
meth,ods notorious, rather 1\ihJa'lli~jj8im0u.s, "The Igreat majority ,of :the people l!i;ve tor .of ;t11!e Great 'Commissiion Pmyer 
WoestOVell' 'W3iS held by ·the >oM ,0O!lliVen- .on roeky, ,sUppery .a.nJd nllil'l'lOw fuotpllJthg" League ·of -cihtiC81go.This· lea.gu;e as dJo
ti.on. There W8IS' '8 millJOri,ty of staJw>IlIl'tSI wM'Ch lead off -the -main. TOad, 'away ibaCik, im:g a ,grea.t work, 8ll.way;s Isee~ to 
who ref.usEld ;to bow ,the :knee, :and whio pro,bably f.or miles, wi'th branch pl!:ths foster J>l"&YeT :f.or world-wide ·l"eviva·l. 
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. . 
Bapt,"st 11"·11 Unl"ID Lessl. Leaf a.nd I()f .aB thmgs .1lha.t he s·aw." A bl.e!&S'

. • . mg is :promised .to the one wbo Teads ltihis 
earth." He is Killlg of king.s a.nd: Lo;rd: 
of lOOl'ldiS., (1 Tim. 6: 1-5), ,and s·oone day lIte 
sha.ll ibe ·acknowledged.1:LS SlUch by aJ.I, VOL: 5. (P.hil. 2 :9-11). 

p'rOlphe'cy, (v:. 3), l"eierr:itllg lilt f~t jpll"ob
No.1. ably to .the public l1ead-er, bu.t IJIJOt OQlll

-------...;.--------.... fined thereto,. for God',s .bIassing ·is' I):"e~ 
REV. ALEX. TH9MSON, EDITOR. ceiv-ed ;by 8Ill who read the book, e'VjEID ' An Ascription of Prais·e . 

Lesson 4. January 26th, 1930. 

First Quarter •. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
REVELATION. 

Lesson Text: Revelation 1:1-8. 

. tblou,g.h :theTe Blre ;parts whdeh ·are not Having' ref.erre·dJ to .oor Loo-d',s exaJ.ted 
f,ully understood. A ble·ssmg ~s aJ,SI() po.si-tion John ofrers unto Him ({l'l'aise f·or 
promised to those woo he'llir the wO!l."ds His grea.t· WO!l'k (JIll man's IbeliJallif, fj·l"st 
of the pro.phecy oa.nd keep those, th,mg.s describi.ng . His atti,tu.die· toward 'illS. 

Wlhiicih are 'Wl"i.;t;1;en rt;herein. This i;s IS\1.Te.ly "Unio him thiat ll()ved ;u;s." 01" l-ov!!!ibh us, 
real e:ncoU'rage.menJt to Teiad .the hook. eenotmg His attitude il'as.t and' prase·nrt. 
There !a:re many who, es.1leemin'g tt to be Evidence' of' th:i.! may be .gained from 
impossible -of mu;le:rstandiJng, -leave it Old am.d New TeIs,1;aIment; and! IDrom OUT 
severe-ly aLane. '.Dhis i,s nOlI;' the ;Pl'Opetr ow,n experie:rroe .• The pract1cal ;p;))oof is 

Golden Text: "Blessed is he that read- wttitude. If GOO hillS s'een fit to give tt f-ound in 1.:he eXiperienee I()f His w.ondil"ou-s 
eth, and they that hear the wl()rds of to U'S, there 'ts. 'a disttnct ptUT'p.ose in His 's:8IlVl8,tio.n. He ihras "waS'hed us' fr.om OUIl" 
this prophecy, and keep those things ac.tion. and' out ·of !I"espect i'or Him, as ,ai'lL!!;i1ll Ms' .ow,n .blood." Th~ .t~errm "waJSih
which are written therein; for the time weil as in orner to receive the :promised 00" is sometimes ,til"lIItlJS'lated "loosed." 

. is at hand."--'l:3.· bles's-Lng we should read 6Illd! g:i.ve heed Broth have a 'Soirmila:r impliellitirOlll:, reTeil"-
1. INTRODUCTION. \. to th,e teaeh!iJng rof thi-s Wr011ldier:f.UJ1 booik. ri.ng to freedom f<rom ,tbe bondage ·and! 

stain of sjn. T·bie ilri'eslt lbefOTe he em~ 
We c~me M'W to a study of -one I()f the III •. THE SALUTATION, (v's. 4-6). tered' ;u!p~n Ibis ,seD."Vice washred himself. 

~qst a.:em,a:rikalb~e ooo~s 'of Ithre Bibl:e. Lt T·hre pers,onis Addressed,. So must we be clea:n Ib-efoire we ent,er ,()I\lJl" 

JS unhkie ra.ny -other book of the New The :pe'l.'S'OIlII9 'addrrres'seQ tn the book 'are Lordi's ,sm-;vice. The me:aillS by which t'JU,s 
Testament, 6Illd :resembles mro,srt; the hook the "seven cbJureheS' 'WIh1eh 'IlII"e .i.ni A.rsri:a," oleansing iJs. effect,ed:irs by the 'sibed bLood' 
,of Damriel, dID eonljUlllJCtion with which ~t 0'1" as 'We now diesignate it, Asia MinrOir. ,of Chds~. There is no cleraillJSlng 8Il!ari 
may he ,s.tudded. It is. 'sometimes' roerme,d There were more Ith!m seven 'obJu'l"ches in from thIS, and' rtrherrelfl()r:e no s,alvatiolll!. 
!ilie Revelratiro.~ -of ~ohn, h~t :~;j,s ,~s 'lIIot th8Jt ,neighbor:lrood, but .the nrumber .srelVe!Il Note tbre prominence 'am.d s,i'gnific.a:nCle rOlf 
}ts i(l'l"oper deslgll!a.twn. It ~rS the Re.ve- in .scri;ptu.ne is signifream.t of peTfection. shed Ibl'ood fun Old and New Tes-ta;lne.nts·, 
lation ?f .Jesus, Ohrisit," H.d 'alk ro~!8 and prroba:bly imilIies' totality iberrre. No~ (Ex. 12:13; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19). The third 
SOOlIJeS m. It a:re l"el<ated Ito l!ffi.. e]s the f.uI"ther use of ,the llIUmlb:en- seYellll i.n ,srt;ateme:n.t deIllOltes the Iposition of the 
the Lamlb :sLam from t!tei:ndf~Il! o~ Jlhdrs hook. lin a:dId,iti-ollll ,to seve:n chJuroMs sad;nrt;s bef-ore God. He "hath mad'e! ~'s 
the wOrl'lld, (13:8)" l"el8Jpmg . e ~ s' .. O, (II and III) :bhr2re rare sreJVen rSeaills.' kingrs ailld ~ests ullllto G-od and HI'S 
His rSacrific~al delllth; .am.d the Prince -of (4-8'1) sey.em ~p'e'ts. (8'2-XI'19)' Fatbler" ()Il' a kingd10m of :prt.iests, ra il'IO'Y'aJ 
1Jhe ki'!l'gs ,of ~e elar.th, (1:5), fOT ,~bom s'e~ 'iP~s.o.n'8Jges, (1~:1~14:20), s~~ pri'es~od, (1 ·~et. 2:9)~ Trh~s' deIlIIo~s 
1tihIe. 'kingrdiom [Sm c~~~~.:I' ~dan thJat .t mIs, (15:1-16:21), se'V'en -diooms, (17:1- the II1nIvel'Sal prIesthood of be~~ey.ersi not 
which, ,off.enldis. ~,a tllillS ......... JU gmen l!S. 20'1r5)a!lld ~rvellll new th:ingrs (21 a.n& :sdmilly iflbIe W!l"-ongjlu:lly apopl"OlPriaJted 
seem..oommg ;upon. the WIrCk~~ -our Ldoo:.'[s' 22). n:a:king 'a SP..ries of' 5erve;n',!ire.vetlJS. privilege' I()f tlh,e :(ew. All. saintlS have 
glr()lI'll()'llJs ~tu~ IrS. ;pO!l"lbraY",:,,! an ,,,,.eI • . ,the ilrivilege -of 'acoosrs mo ~d! of ser-. 

• whole, ,begmnmg Wltih itihe ,,!SI10n: ,of our Tlhe Greeting. vice -in, the presE!!II.ce of God tbie F-IIlth!er. ' 
Lond in Hi,s ,glory, !EIDd's W1th :the ne:w "Grace :u;r!lto yrou am.d :peace," ,two veTy And all a:re irons of the Kiinrg oikings. 
heavens .~ the new eIaIl"th ~h..ere'lln necersrs'a:ry -a:n.d blessed aids m ·the Ch~is,t. Note the c;ha.r~.of :the life wihiiClh rOOr
d,wellietlh nghteOlUSt!-ess. ..MuM diJSews'- ian Ji.fe'. Godls.grace Is sufficie.nt fOil." u,s' 'l')esponds wirth such an ex;a.lted 'Position, 
SI·on has taken 1P1~e relwtive to the au~ on rarll 'oooasri:OtlJS., (2 Co:r. 12:9), ,arui with ;the duty -of living .it, ami :tble variou.s 
:fuor of the book, but t:hrere cran he IlIIO His peace garris'OIIIIin'g 'OUIl" hrearrrts, (~hhl:.· pr-ilVileges and du.ties raooormpanying ;the 
real dlOrubit ,t~t .. !~e apostle J'dhni was 4:7) we are kept tralnqu-il iUJllder all ciJr- same. With ,gra~ul .h~ we echl() the 
the ~OiI1IO'IIl"ed l~dlVldual. iIin: ~e!l'\6Il!Ce to cumssta.nces. These bl'elS,sinrgs' are in- praise of J ohm, "·to ibim he ,g10ll"Y 'and 
the ~te\rlpret~tlrOn many IIII!d dlver~~ are vokred in .tihe :ruamre of ,the- Tl"im,~y, Itih:e dominion f-oir eve'l" aiIld eVeT, Ameln." 
~ VIews -o;y'hlcllihave .beellb iP'u.~ ~ordih, .but FatbJer, Jehoy.a:h, the ,Great Seil.f-Exis,ting 
In robe roam ,they Iffi'ar bE: dlvridred irnto O!l1le, "whirch -is and! which was', 6Illd IV •. A PROPHETIC OUTLOOK, (vs. 
two soooo}.s,; :tJhe· IhIlS1loneail .. and .1lbe which·is to rcome."; the Holy Spirit, "It be 7, 8). 
propihetical, or othosre. w:Iro bel~eye ,that seven SiJirits wh~ch, are !before his 
th1.'l0'llJg.hOUlt .the .ages s·mea iIlh~ VIIS~OiIl was· throne" denatinlg ,the Spirit in His com- OUT Lord's retu·rn, the g;reat e,vem. of 
recorded fulfilment iha.s ,beeinand is !still pJete' divrersi.fied activity, (I~. 11:2-5), :bhe future is ,here p;rreid,icted., 8Jttenti<m 
tar~ing .... place, an'~1 those who .hold that and: ;tJhe .son., Je8IUIS Ohri:st, One God: bei<ng caBed! -to it in the fint word, "Be-
WIth the exceptIon I()f t¥ fI'l'IS~ thiree mra'lllifeslt in ,tbrere Pers-ons.. " braId." '.Dhe impol"ta.llre rOf the event cam.-
ohla.ilter:s the book yet awalts fulfilmelItt. not be overestimated. Lt wiH 'IIlffoot the 
Let much ilraryel" pI.'e\I'D alSo the &twdy The, Chal"acter of OUT iLO!l"d. Jew, GeinJbile, ·and ,ObJureh, r8IIIId ihJea.ven, 
pr.oceads ItihraJt the Hol~ Sprilrit may give Several thiingsare ,stated 'here si-gIlIli:fi- eaJl.'!tb 'and Ihell with 11:6 ,reaclion. Se'V'E!ll"al 
en:lJ.'ghten:menJt. co-nceor.ning <the tru.th,a.nd cant I()f our Lord's' eh3ll"'llclelr, and -of His th.irII!grs 'aTe staJted. m :refere;rwe 00 dt. 

·that patience -8md ooorrtesy ~y ?e ~- relatIon to men in ,&alVlati.on.· He is FilrBt in a:rel/lltWn ,to the :m.aame;r I()f ·our 
cised with those who may differ m mter- te'l'lmed the "f'aitMul Wi,tnes,s." Men Lord's re,turn. He 1,s' eami.ng "with 
pretation. . hrave been m:ost ullJ:tiatthful In ,this ~~ CIl,o.udS." As He ascended SIO He is, oom

s.ped, so oollr LO!l"d is undq-ue in His' faJiJth- d,ng agam, (Acts 1:11; Zech. 14:4). -Sec
II.THE SUBJECT OF THE REVELA- foUlness. As a witness He bor:e tes,ti- ond, i.n m-eJ.1imee to ;blmJ rpe:t'lSl()iIllS woo will 

TION, (Vs. 1-3). .mCony to rthre ,tr.Ulth, ;testifying Ito it .by see Him, "every eye sihall see him", etc. 
In. ,the filrst ver:se the 'eonrtent of the worn and deed!, 'and ,seaJ'ing fuat tes-ti- '.Dhis imillies' 81 v:isrThile retmrn, lllIOt ,in

book irs sta.ted. I-t is' ,the "ReveI-8JtirOrn ,of many wttih His- 'bLood. He is aJ!s.o:termed vi,&~b1e IllS lSrOllle umn.istakenly iIleooh. 
JesUs ,Chris·t." A revelation in 8Ill: un- th,e ".firlSt .beg.otten ,of thre dle'ad," the There wil;1 be no need the.n ·to study 
veili:n:g and rthre suhject -of !this IImveril.q fi;rst to n'se worn the dead! ne·ver agadn ool"0IIlJ01oogy to .find .()rut if ·the Lord ibIIIIS 
is lOur Lord; "'Wihiich ·Goo gave unto hlm," to d5.e. Some brave bee:n misred from ibbIe rertnIToIled; eaeh ;pel"SmII will be quite SIIm"e 
God .the Father 'Working tIhrourg,h the dead, ~t they ihave ·agam ib,ad to 'Ilnder-. of it. In;the ,third place the effect 'IlPOlllJ san, ''to sihrew l\l1lIto MIl serv.am:ts thlngs g.o the experience of d:e.ath. Ou:r Lord 105 the umegen.erate world is diescribed, "aM 
which m:us,t sIi.o.r,tly come d;o pa:s.s."; de.. :teT'lIled ,the f.i-rst f.ruits, (I COIl". 15:23), kindreds of tihe eaD.'lth shall wail berca'lJlSre 

,nrotimg !bhe iPU~ of ,the' :revel!ati()illl. mtl})lying ;bbat :the harvre:st wouJ.4 f,ol-low; of Hm." The oomi'lllg of the Lord will 
God desi:res His .servants to !mow rsome- . and! SI() His pe<l!P1e shiall ibe raised from ~n ·ble;ss.i.ng unto Hts own-, bu.t judig

. thing .of Ithe great events of the iliutlU!l.;e; the dead ;never argm .to die, (I 'Oor. menJt unto ,tbre IImrepenrflant. The Jrast 
"amd He rsent and signdfied it by H.i& l!5:61-57). Note the si'g.ntfiCllllllt impcl'l"- V'eil"Sie I()f 1lhIeseeti()ill: d-esmbesr God in 
IIIIJ!gel u.nto His 's,E!J.'IV'anrt John". And ta.nce of OUIl" Lord"s ·r:esl\llTeoti-on. 'Dhte Ohrrlsrt, the fi,m a.ndJ Itihe Last, tIhre Great 
John "bare !l'eCord rOlf the word of God, third Ibhing designalted rOlf Him is that Eternal Almighty God. Emphasize the 
and -of 1ihe testimony of Jews CbriSlt, He is the "Prince ·of .the kings -of the necessity for ,readiness to meelt Him. 


