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was the famous Dr. George Mercer Dawson. Dr. W. BeH Dawson's degrees are from McGill University. To give our 
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out waters of Eastern Canada, Pacific Coast, and Hudson !Say. under Marine Department. . 

Thousands of our readers will welcome this authoritative pronouncement from a man recognized as of first rank as'a 
scientist. Editor, "Gospel Witness." 

It IS oHen said that we cannot deny evolution, be
cause it is all around IUS on every .gide. DoQ we not 
see the budding leaf, ,the egg that ha.tches into a 
chicken, 'and so ·on, everywhere;:? SoQ "evolution" is 
made to include 'almost everything that happens in 
nature, as well as ,aU the developments and progress in 
human' inventions; and we are asketl to swallow the' 
whole thing 'at one gulp. At this 'rate, it is truly well 
said that "evolution is the' most overworked word in 
the English language." Now, 'when we look into all 
'tihis, we ,find that the woQrd EVoQlu-ti,on is' made to in
clude a number of entirely different things.' This is. 
very misleading and quite illogical, if we wish to know 
what we .are talking about. We -must, therefore, ask 
the evolutionist to say ,definitely wha't he ,really means 
by evolution. . ' . . , 

If We confine ,our attention toO living things, that is, 
pIant life and living creatures, we find that two very 
different thing.s are mixed up under the term evolu
tion. One of these is properly called the "life history" 
of a creature; and the . other is 1fue change of a plant 
or animal into something else of an entirely, different 
kind, which is the proper meaning of evolution. To 
take a simple example: a hen lays an egg which hatches 
into a chick, q.nd 'the chicken becomes a hen, aped 'this 
hen lays an ·egg. This is, its circle of life or its life 
fhistory. At some stages there is development, but 
. there is no evoluti,ol1 'as there would be if the hen' 
turned into an eagle. This, indeed, would only be a 

. very small step; for in evolution, we have to suppose 
that a sea snail turned into a fish, the fish became a 
crocodHe wi1:!h legs, and the crocodile or some other 
reptile developed into 'a bird; because this is the 
order in geology. We must he. care.ful, therefore, to 
distinguish clearly between the hfe history of anyone 

kind of creature, and ,the supposed change of a cr.ea
ture into another ·of an ,entirely different kind, which 
evolution properly means. Otherwis'e, we cannot ex-
pect to understand the question at all. ' 
. In regard to Darwin's wri,tings, it is only fair to 

'explain that he put foQrward evolution as a theory. He 
also recogn)zed that if any theory is to hold ,good, 
t~e·re must be some adequate causes which rriake it 
operate. He gave three causes which he maintained 
to' 'be sufficient to chan'ge one spe~ies into 'another. 
These were: Natural Selection, the Struggle for Ex
istence, and the ~urvival of the Fittest. This theory 
an:d these causes for its operation, which were 'first 

'published in 1859, at once gave rise to discussion and 
investigation amOl;lg, scientists; as well as ;the search 
for a "missing link" ,to 'connect the animals with mhn; 
a search which has now been carried ,on over the face 
of the whole earth. 

Failur~ of Darwin's Theory. 

lIt would, of course, be impossible ,even' to outlil11e 
her'e the discussion and the research during the'seventy 
yea'rs since Darwiil's time; but the outcom~· is -that· 
~he causes which he put forward have proved i):1ade
quate to produc·e the result. It has 'been ~scer,tained, 
for example, that "Natural Selection" fqHo~s a defin
ite law in the results which it produces (in accord 
wilth Mendel"s Law) and that it does not give rise to 
new species. Again, a large amount of experimenta-' 
tion has shown that the "Strugg1.e for Existence" does 
not conduce to improvement. Plants or' animals need 
'favorabl-e surroundings for their development; and 
when subJected to the most severe disadvrantages, such 
as :want of moisture and s,canty fOOld, they ·do not im
prove by struggling against ,these; they deteriorate~ 
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The theory of evolution, as Da·r~in· pr.opounded it, 
has, therefore, failed; as the change' of a plant or an ~ 
animal into another of a differ·ent kind canno.t be 
effected by the causes which he reli·ed upon. Leading 
evolutionists admit,accord~ngly, that Darwinism is 
a thing of the past. Dr. H. F. Osborn, a most staunch 
advocate of evolution, puts the matter thus: "He
tween the app·earance of the Origin of Species in 1859 
and the present time, there have been great waves of 
faith in one ex-planation and then in another; ·each 
of these waves of confidence has ended in disappoint
ment until finaHy, we have reached a ·stage of v·ery 
general skepticism." 

reasoning, ·saw. that this choice is essential, for he 
said: "The doctrine of evolution is directly antagon
istic to thaot of creation. Evolution, if consistently. 
accepted, makes it impossible to believe the Bible." 
. When evolutionists have come to abandon the Dar
winian views and are now at variance among them
selves in regard to the very foundations 'on which 
evolution is bas·ed, it is surely qu~te unfair to teach 
·evO'lution .to our young people as. dirmlyestablished. 
Many of our school text-books on pIants and animal 
life take evoluti.on for grinted as though there could 
'be no di'spute about it. Yet Dr. Osborn of the Mus·eum 
of Na'tural HistO'ry in New York, who is a mos.t a·rdent 
advocate of evolution, makes this remark in a recent 
book of his: "It is best frankly to a'Cknowled'ge that 
the·ohief causes (of" evolution) ·are stilI entirely un
known, and that our search must take an entirely new 
start. . .. The o'ld pat~s of res·earch have led no
where, and the question arises: What lines shall new 
resear,ches and experiments f·ollow?" In regard to 
man, evolutionists have been .obliged to chang.e their 
ground entirely, and instead of .the former opinion of 
descent f·rom some ape or monkey their present view 
is that man and the monkey are related -as cousins 
with a common ancestor. But this supposed :ancestor 
can no more be found than ,the missing link which 
was required under the former supposition, for which 
a world-wide search has beeq made without succes,s. 
In these circumsta:nces, the ·r·emark of Lord Kelviln, 
the eminent physi.ci·st, is as forceful arid ap.p1icabJ.e as 
when it was fi'rst made many years ago: "I .marvel at 
the undue haste with which teacherS' in our universi
ties and preachers in our pUlpits are res.taJting truth 
in terms of evolution, while evolution itself remains 
an unproved hypothesis in the -laboratories of science." 

We find then, as. things are at pre'sent, that evolu
tion is confronted with 1;wo difficultiles: (1) The diffi
culty to prove that evolution actually took place, either 
in the recor·ds of pasl1: ages or by any means that can 
be used in tlhe p.resent WO'dd, and (2) the diffi·culty 
to find any ·'caus·e which can be considered at all 'ad'e
quate to' produce the change of one creature into an
other. To say, for exa.mple, that everything has an 
inherent tendency within itself to improv·e is pretty 
near to the edge of nonsense, for· it is not ·only an un
supported statement, but it is not even plausiMe be
cause it ·runs counte.r· to all the .physical 'laws. In 
regard to this ·question of a cause, we find that evolu
tiO'nists differ most fundamentally among thems·elves, 
and they have reaohed no conclusion about it which 
is generally accepted. In these circumstances, 'evol,":' 
tion can only ·be regarded as a theory whioh is still 
under ·discussion. The question of evidence is in an 
equally unsatisfactory position, for throyghout geology 
nearly all the great classes of animals which stiU exist 
in the world have deteriorated from ,their magnifi·cence 
in the past, and many species contillue to the present 
'day ·exactly as ·they we're long ages ago without any 
devdopment whatever. There are thus great out
standing grO'ups o£ facts whioh are quite out of line 
with any evolutiorary hypothesis and which it does 
~ot serve to explain. 

Evolutionists Admit Failure. 

The most candid evolutionists who take a wide O'ut
look admit that so far they hav.e failed to find any. 
conclusive evidence, for their theory .or to dilScover 
any causes adequate to bring it about. Dr. WiHia.m 
Bates'On, ·the eminent biO'logist, made ,~his very clear 
at the meeting of the 'Britiosh Asso.ciation at Toronto 
a few years ago. He stated that "·the origin and nature 
of spedes rema~ns' utterl'Y myste~i.ous." Yet he do~s 
net abandon the idea of evolutlon be·cause of thIS, 
although he may 'be cpnstrained to say frankly that 
'~he holds it only a·s an act of faith." If evolution has 
thus become a creed or d.ogma, the Ohristian believer 
is surely quite as much entitled to his faith in wha.t 
the S.criptures declared"'-';that the. Almighty Creator 
"moad·e the beast of the ·earth after his kind, and every 
thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind," 
and othat He "created man in His own image"; f'Or it 
is "through 'fai,th that we understand" these things. 
Many We'll-meaning attempts have been made to ·recon
cile this belief wi,th evolution, but the wide discussion 
upon ,this has made it clear that a choice must be 
made between .the one belief 'and the other. Profes
sor Huxley himself, whose mind was trained it:J. logical 

vVe cannot here enter upon a discussion ·of the evi
dence which is proffered in ;support of ev.olution, and 
the reasons against it; as these reasons carry us 'for
ward ,to oral and refigious questions of the highest 
importance. But keeping to a purely scientific ·and 
common-sens'e standpoint, we 'protes.t against the 
teaching ·of evolution in any ·of ·our schodl grades, as 
well as in the earlier years ·of a univ.ersity course. 
Forevolu.tion professes to explain how thi·ngs came 
to 'be as, they are, throughout the' whole domain of 
what is broadly known as Natural Science. Indeed, 
if the exptanations which it .gives9-re to hold .good, 
it should include the more foundationa'l realms of na
ture as well; for an eminent scientist, thoU'gh himself 
a biologist, has ·said with reason: "Every theory of 
evolution must be such as to accord with the facts of 
physics and chemistry, a primary necessity to which 
otir predecessors paid small heed." 

Not an "Elementary" Subject. 

We find, then, that evolution as an explanation bor
ders. closely upon philosophy; and many thinkers con
sider that it should rarrk as philosophy rather than as 
science, for it i:s very similar to the -ancient Greek 
philo~ophies, and even older ones. 1s,it not IIational, 
therefore, to hold that iYoung people should first hav·e 
a thorough grounding in the facts, bef.or:e they enter 
upon theoretical .explanations to' ~'Ccount {oJ;' th~m? 
To ·be able to grasp any inteUigent discussion of evo
lufion, they must first have a ,good knowledge of. 

.... ~ 
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chemis.try, botany and ,zoology (or -else 'a combination 
of these. illl. biology) and some acquainta·nce with 
geology. It is plain, therefore, that f.rom the stand
point 'of progressive instruction, evolution is entirely 
out of pl'ace in el~mentary text-books. An "elemen
tary" !book is, properly speaking, one which begins 
at the beginning of a s~bject, however rapidly it may 
advance; for iit does not take for graruted ,that the 
lea,rner has any previoi.t~ knO\yledge 'of the subject. 
If; then, a 'Pupil who is beginning zoolog;y, for example, 
finds it ,stated that some cr·eature is a development 
from another type which is lower, .this ·evolutionary 
teaching comes to' him merely as a dogma, hacl(led by 
authority; which he is forced to leam and repeat .to 
pass his examinat10ns. Let the pupil first be taught 
wha·t this creature is, what it does, and what purpose 
it serves in the realms of nature, before theoretica'l 
explanations are thrust upon :him. 'His mind should 
at least' be left free at this prima.ry ·stage to decid'e 
later whether he will 'regard this creature. a's -the d'e
sigt').. of the Creator or 'as a product of ~volution. 

The next objection to the introduction 'Of ·evolution 
into elementary text-books is the one-sided and -un
fair way in which 'jt is taught_ Of aU .the sciences, 
astronomy is probably better taught than 'any other; 

. for astx;onomers make so clear a distinction between, 
firstly, 'What we definitely know; next, what we ;can 
infer frOom this knowledge l'egarding the size and dis
tance of fhe stats, and can be reasonably sure of; and 
thirdly, what. as yet we do not kno:w. 'With. such 
.t.eaching the stud.ent gr~'sps the situation; a·nd his 
ambition is stimulated to decrease by fu.nther research 
the wide regaon of our ignorance. But when teaching 
has the evol~tionary !bias, t.he darkest comers where 
we know least are continually point.ed out as the 
'Places where evolution most probab'ly O'ccurred. In' 
geology, which is the :best testin~ ,groun? for' ,evolu
tion all the features are .emphast·zed whtch the evo
luti~nist considers ·to be a support for ,his theory,and 
other features·' whi,ch ar·e directly agaiIllSt it and can
not be explained on any evolutionary hypothesis, are 
passed over or ignored. It is surely quite ~nfair to 
present any subject in such a way to a hegLnner ·be
fO're he has some comprehensive grasp of the facts 
as they. stand. For the subject is treated as thou,gh 
the whole' obJect in teaching it was to find support 
for an advanced philosophical theory. The learner 
has as yet no adequate knowledge to ena~l~ him to 
judge of such ma~ters ; and he. has no. chotce but to 
accept the theoretical explanatIO'ns whtch are passed 
on to him. 

Deterioration 0.£ Creatures. 

class mollusca gain upon them, till the 'pres'ent? This 
does not look -like the survival of the ,fittest. Prob
~bly the 'bestanswer is that the .place in nature occu
pied by these more activ·e mollusca was ta:ken later 
on by the fishes, which ha:d not then come into ex
istence. This ·same deterioration, in the sense ·of the 
dying out of the highest types in' a . large 'group, is 
also true of the class ·of trees which formed the forests 
of the coal formation, now represented in their class 
'by the lowly mosses and rushes. It is a'lso true of 
the early insects, and very consp~cuously :so of the 
,great group of peptiles that were once the lords of 
creation. .' 

We ,have also the wondrous persistence of many 
forms, wi/thout change. Two little S'llail shells wiH 
·exemplify this. There is .a land snail. (a pupa) and a 
common water .snail (a limnea); that-are found about 

. the middle of the 'geologica'l ages, which are quit~ 
indistilnguishable from species now Jiving. Why ,then 
have they not .developed into somethin~ibetter during 
these ages? There ca:n ·hardly be "·an inher·ent ten

. dency in everything" to develop.' Other examples 
·of this could readily be -given, among plants as w~ll 
as anima:ls. When we turn again 1:0 the organs of the 
body, we find examples of the same want of dev·elop
ment. The multiple ·eye, such as the hou.se-fly lhas, 
is well preserved in fossils; and the very ancient ·crabs 
and loliSlters, in one of the earliest .geological ages, 
had this type of eye. It is precisely the same in its 
stnucture, among modern crab-sand inseots, as it was 
at the first. W.hy then has there been no improve
ment in all thes·e long ages? The only answer is, itt 
was perfect from the beginning; perfectly adapted to 
the crea,tures that use it. 

Unfair to Stude:p.ts. 
These considerations 'Slt1"'engthe1'l the conclusion that 

evolution is entirely out of place in elementary text
qooks, whether in schools or in the ·earlier years of the I 

university course. From the PC?int of view of a pro
per sequence in education, and the stage reached by 
,the mind of the pupil in relation 1:0 any lbranch 6f 
Natural Science that he is beginning to leam, it i,g not 
r.i.ght that ·evo'lutionary teaching ,should be mixed in 
with the facts of the subject. It is also specially un- . 
fair to give the impression to the uninfolimed student, 
.that evolution is an established principle in science, 
and ,to ,teach it a·ccordingly in the very one-sided way 
that is usually followed; in view ~f the continual 
cha:nge of attitude toward it, and the i~conclusive 
discussions regarding it, :which are stiU going on among 
evolutionists themselves. 

We may give very briefly a few illustra·tions to make. 
our meaning clear. In the case qf nearly all ,the great 
groups of. creatures there was a time .in the geological 
ages when they were more highly dev~loped than they 
are in the present world. Take the wtde group of the 

. sea shells (the mollusca), which includes as i,ts high
es~ types the nautilus and the cuttlefish. . Thes·e upp~er
dass types were far more numerous '1l1 'proportion 
away back in the Si1~rian ·than the:yare to-ijay;as 
the humbler mollusca, the sea:snarls,· mus~·els and. 
clams, are now very largely in tpe majority. Why, 
then, did, the h.igher· types die down, and' the lower.-

If evolution m1:lst be taught, it should ·be p'ut in 
the place where it properly belongs, in the most ad
vanced classes in the university. The student will 
then be in a posi;tion for its discussion, wi·th an un
biased mind, when he. is already well grounded in the 
various branches of Natural Science as 'a basis. This 
is the only ra.tional procedure from a purely educa
'tional standpoint. Evolution cain then be discussed 
in its relation to Greek philosophy, which it closely 
resembles; and -the stud!,!nt will then make his choice 
'between acce'Pting the views of a pagan philosophy, 
or be~~eving the revelation from God which the Sc·rip- • 
tures gh'e us, where the .relation of man to his Creator 
and to n'ature around him is so impressively explained. 
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By Dr. T. I. Stockley, Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

I suppos'e most of the r,eaders of The Gospel Wit
ness receiVed some kind of Christmas gHt this year. 
The writer was not forgotten ei~ther, and among his 
Chr.istmas gifts was a little volume on prayer, from 
a kind friend an England. I have two' other volumes 
by ;the same author on the same sulbJect, but thi's one 
is helpful" too, and quite different from the others. 
When I opened the book at fhe fit'lst chapter I was 

, struck wi,th the following story with which the chap
ter begins: "A dear fri'end of mine," says the late 
Dr. Dixon, "who was quite a love'r of 1ihe chase, toDd 
me the following st:ory: 'Rising early one morning, 
I heard the baying <;>f a SCOt'le of d"eer hounds in pur
suit of their quarry. Looking away to a broad 'Open 
fi'eld in front of me, I saw a young fawn making ills 
way across, and giving signs, moreo~er, that its race 
was well nigh run. ,;Reaching the rails of the enclo
sure at leaped over and crouched within ten feet from 
whel"e I stood. A moment later tw'O of the hounds 
came 'over, wlhen the ifa~n ran in my clire'Ction and. 
pushed its head between my legs. I Lifted the little 
thing to my breast, and swinging rou'nd and round, fought 
off the dogs. I fdt just then that all the dogs in the 
"Vest could not and shQuld not capture that fawn after 
its weakness had appealed to my str'ength.' So is it 
when human helplessness app'eals to Almighty God. 
Well do I remember when the hounds of sin were 
after my soul until at laSl1: I ran to the arms of Alm6ghty 
God." It would be good for 'us all to close the old 
year, and begin the riew one, by nestling in those 
"Everlasting Arms" which will never throw us back 
into the teeth of the dogs that may hound us! 

After tdIing this story the writer goes on to speak 
of prayer and f.aith, and he says that in studying the 
principles 'Of pl"aY'er, the first IPlace must be given to 
faith. This reminds us 'Of the extr'emely impressive 
addr,ess which Dr .. Howard Taylor of the Ohina Inland 
Mission gav~ us at try.e closing gathering of the stu
dents of our Seminary before they went away fo,r their 
Christmas hollidays. This address wa,s a real mes
s'age fwm God. In it Dr. Tayl'Or cal'led our attention 
to the words in Hebrews, chapter eleven: vers'e ~ix: 
"Wil1:hout faith it is impossibIe to please him: ,for he 
that cometh to ·God m~st ibeJi.eve that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." 
Dr. Taylor laid great emphasis on the words, "must 
believe". And tthe writer of my litHe book says the 
same thing. Conc,erning the man whQ prays he, t.oo 
says, "he, must 'believe". From the .opening chapter~ 
of the book I select a few sentences: "In the ultimate 
issue prayer is simply faith taking lPoss'essiQn of its 
illimitable inheri,tance." "Faith projects 'On God, and 
God on the world. Only God can move mQuntains 
:but faith and pray,er mov'e God." "The faith whrilCh 
creat'es powerful pr.ayil1lg ,is faith whirch centres on a 
power.fu~. ·p.ers'on." "AU wonderiful work!s depend on 
wonderful praying.'~ These b'rief sentences should be 
pondered deeply, for they lead us into pro,found reali
t~es. Dr. Howard T~ylQr o:ff.er.ed the S'triking sugges
tion tha~ .true prayer IS not hOTlzonttal, th'at 'is, it is not 
a· ques'tl'on of length,· a 10ng meas)..1.red plane; true 

prayer is perpendicul'ar, thatt is, it goes straight up to 
God. What a transforma.tion in pubJ.i.c and social 
praying would be wrought if w,e would tak,e these 
things to heart! Thel'e would be . .00 mo,re sermon
Izing in our prayers, no more instructing God aoou,t 
Himself, and His abode; no more replies to preceding 
prayers in our. praying, and no des~'re to make a good 
impression upon the congregation around us. But 
there would be definite wock done in prayer. Prayer 
that prevails is the result of searching the Word of 
God to know His wiill, of fa,ith which lays hold of that 
WQrd and trusts the Author of the W'ord implkitly. 
and then places that Word .befor'e the Lord and looks 
to Him and says, "Lord, do as Thou hast said". Faith 
rests its whole wei'ght upon the Word! of God, and 
the God df the Word. The eleventh chapter of He-

'bl"ews, to wh~'ch we have referred, gives us a "trium
phal arch of faith", and tells us of, those who 'have 
"olbtaoined a -good report thr:ough fai,th". As someone 
'has said, "Many men o:btain a good l'epor.t because of 
the money they give, other.s because of their gifts, or 
for othe'r reasons"; but we .sadl;y need mlOre of those 
who obtain good report through {aitth, and who show 
their faith by the wonders of tfheir lP'raying. My I:itHe 
book further says, "It was claim'ed for Augustus 
Caesar that he f.ound Rome a City olf wood, and ldt it 
a :City 'Of marble." The P.ast0r who succeeds in chang
ing his congregation f1"Om a prayerless people into a 
prayerful one, has done a vastly greater thing than 
Augustus, or a dozen .of sueh emperdrs. What a cal
amity it .,is to any Pastor, and to any church, where 
prayer is wanting. A pastor may poj1each his heart 
out, and then fMl, if his .people will nlOt me'et to pray. 
The grea:t. promises in the Word of God f~r the church 
and the wO,rld, e}Qpress the mind and purpose of Gol:!. 
But the Lord saY's, "For this I will be enquir'ed of by 
the house of Israel to do it for them." T:he inifinit,e 
reservoir of God's 'blessing is full to overflowing, but 
there must needs he channels thmugh which that 
Messing can flow to desert SQu.ls and desert places; 
aUld the prayers of God's people are the channels. 

This is the plan 01£ God, a.nd it ,is useless fQr us to 
adopt any'other. Some churches may give up p.ra~r 
meetings and try concerts and entertainments. That 
method is simply damming out the blessing of God; 
it i1s making it impossjble for God to do what He 
longs to .do. It ,is utter folly for churches to suppos'e 
that God wtll change His purpose, and alter I:Iis plan 
.of blessing just ,beca'use they pl'efer conc,ects to prayer 
meetings. When will God's peopl'e learn the place 

. of 'believ'ing prayer in the purpose .of God? It is per
fectly pitiable to see .the fruitless efforts of ,churehes 
to. make spiritual progress when they forsake God's 
aJPPQinted way .of bles'sing. If .blessing is to come to 
'some ,churches in proporti'On to their· believing prayer, 
then some churches will require a great many deacons' 
meetings in or<J.er toO discover any .signs of God's say
ing and sanctifying Presence in their midst. The 
Lord says, "My house shall :be ealled the house of 
prayer". Observ,e, 'not even the' house of praise; or 

(Cqntinued on page 14.) 

...... 



, . 

." 

" I 

December 26, 1~9 (537) l 5' \ , , 
'I t, 
I, '. ~ 

'.:: ~ 
" , 
:1 
I. ~bt, J/arbfS, ~trttt ~ulpit 

AN ADVOCATE BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Sunday Morning, December 8th, i929. 
(Stenographically RepOll':ted,) 

"My JWtIe chil.d.rE!n, these things wci,te I unto Y!O'\l, that ye sin not. And if ·any man sin, we have 
an advocate with :tfue F'a'bher, Jesus Chri'st :\lhe rig'hJteous: 

"And 'he is iIIhe propitiatiOOl! f()ll" OUT ISIins: and not for oU'rS only, but als,o for the 's,ins of .the whole 
'Wlo.rlrl,"~1 John 2': 1, 2. . 

The title by ,which John addresses believers in the 
opening verse of the chapter is evidently a favourite 
one with him, "My little children"! I think it would 
be difficult to conceive of anything more beautiful than 

. that, 'for that is \vhat believers are. We are, in God's 
.sight, only little .children. ,We hear in some quarters 
to-day a great dea) about "the modern mind", and of 
how the gospel must he accommodated to meet the 
.superior inteliectualism of the day! But such a. view 
is utterly at variance both with the s:pirit' and the letter 
of the VV ord of God. Our Lord Jesus said, "Except 
ye be 'converted, and become as little children, ye shall 
not ·enter into the kingdom of heaven". When Nico
demus, a learned dodor of ,the law, a master .in Israe~, 
,!Came to Christ with his compl:j.ments, s.aying, "Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for, 
no man can do these mirades that thou do est, ex!=ept 
God be wjth him", Jesus answered, "Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, "Except a man be born again, he cannot 

. s'ee the kingdom of God", it is as though He' had said, 
4'Nicodemus, yoOu ,are altogether too big a man; you 
must become as a little child." 

. Of cottrs:e I knoOw our Lord chiefly referred to that 
spiritual miracle, that wo'rk of regeneration by the 
Holy Ghost whil;h makes us new creatures in Christ, 
when He insisted on the necessity of the new birth; 
but I am sure it has alsb this aspect, that one thus 
born ~gain does become as a little chilod-. \Ve ar'e ad
monished, as new born babes, to "desire the sincere 
milk of the woOrd, that ye may grow thereby."· If we 
.are ever ,to, understand the things of God we must 
humbl1e ourselves as. little children. 

I wonder if there is a young man here this mornl11g 
who imagines that he is "growing up"? that he is be-

, oComing rather wise? I remember when I was· about 
.eighteen G>r nineteen I thougl),t I knew a great deal! 
I ,thought my father ,did not know as much as I did! 
I have since changed my mind completely. But I 
:suggest to you ;that there is 110thing 1n the. New Testa
ment to offer any encouragelJJ.ent to men or women 
who imagine they are intellectually superior; that they 
have larger knowledge_ than, other people; and that if 
the gospel is to commend itself toO their mentality:
.some'things will have to b.e changed. But they never 
wiH be 'changed, my friends, and you will never know 
very much until you become as a little child. 

Indeed, jn every realm' of human knowledge the 
more a man knows the more humble he becomes. .It 
is t·he little knowledge tQat is a ·dangerous thing. 
Truly great men are, always humble, and ahyays simple 
as little· children. And we p,ave made great progress 

~I 
in the Christian life when we are willing to take up'~ 
that attitude toward spiritual 'concerns, and remember ,\ 
that before God we are never learned philosophers, we :: 
are never anything but the Father's little children. :i 

There are people heI'e this morning who would like :: 
to become little children agfLin. In a week or so !: 

Christmas will be here .. Do you not wish you were a':: 
little child so' that you could hang up your 'Stocking \ 
agai'n? \VouM it not be fine if Father Christmas could I 

oome to you? I wish I could hang up my stocking! 
- I wish I could forget I am grown up, and become as 

a l'i:ttl'e chiM a:gain. In relation toO matters of the 
. spiritual world we must become, and remain, as Httle 

children if we are to progre'ss in our knowledge of 
divine thiiugs. 

Let us ,come in that attitude to a study of this ve'ry 
simple and yet very profound scripture. Let us pray 
that as we come to God's word this morning we may 
come as little· children. I once went to hear a great 
preacher preach-at least people said he was a great 
preacher; they said he was a luan ·of great renown. 
He was brought to this particulir place for a special 
occasiqn, and I went to hear him preach. He talked 
so simply that I am. sure every- ch.ild in the congrega
tion could \111derstand everything he' said. I listened 
with interest; I found that he gripped me; that he 
commanded my attention throughout. But there was 
nothing extraordinary· about the sermon. I had' a 
feeling-I was' just a young preacher-I had a feeling 
that I could have done just as well mys,elf, and I am 
not sure that I did ·not secretly believe that I might 
occasionally ,do a litt~e better! Certainly there was 
nothing ,extraordinary about him. But I know noW 
why people caNed, him a great preacher: 'because, 
though thirty years have passed', I could preach that 
sermon now. I remember every word he said. It was 
so simply and pIainly put that it' fastened it~elf in my 
memoOry, and the great truth of that sermon has 
renl,ained with me for thi~ty years. 

You must not' ex,pect great .things here. A young 
man came from Scotland some few years ago, perhaps 
five or six yearS' ago, and he came to J arvis Stree~ 
Church for, a little whHe. He ,actually joined the· 
chuI'ch! Then he left us-and do you know why he 
left? Because the minis;try was not sufficiently intel
lectual :to please him! He imagiried, you know, that 
he was a very important man. . I never became suffi- ' 
ciently intimate with him to ask him what sized hat he 
WOI'e, but I expect it was rather a large one! Let us 
come now like little chilidren to this' great text, for 
that is all we are, whether we know it or not. There 
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is so much yet to be known, that the little we know 
is scarcefy worth mentioning; we· all belong to the 
P.rimary class. I do not think any of us have really 
graduated from it yet! 

I. 
"My little' children"-here is THE PURPDSE DF AI.I. 

DIVINE CDMMUNICATIONS TO' uS,-"these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not." That is GO'd's purpose in 
your life and in mine. "Thou shalt call his name' 
JESUS: for he shall save his pe'Ople from their sins." 
Jesus Christ did not come merely to save us from the 
cO'nsequences of sin. He did come for that, and He 
dDes save us from sin's consequence; but He came 
specifically to' save us from sin itself. Salvation is 
God's methoc!. O'f taking away our sins, of undoing the 
work of the devil, and re-making us into the ima.ge 

. and l'ikene!?s o.f God. And God's plan for us is that we 
should be' delivered from the pO'wer, from the 
dominion, of slin. 

Let me speak to' you young Christians, boys and 
girls, and young men and women, those of you who 
have known the Lord Jesus for but a short time. What 
does your religion mean to yO'u? What does your 
salvation mean to you? Has it' effected any change in 
your method of living? Has it done anything for you 
within? Has it changed even ·-y.our thinking? Does 
it flood your mind with spiritual light? Has it led you 
to "set your aff·ections on things abov~, and not on 
things on the earth"? Are you finding an increase of 
power in your life, S'O that you are nO'w delivered from 
the things ·to which you were formerly in bondage? 
Are you growing up into Christ, becoming stronger 
and stronger .in your spiritual life, putting off the old 
man and putting on' the new? I- know this is very 
simplie, but I want you to understand tha~ Christ came 
into Y'0ur life to save you from sin: "Unto you first 
God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless 
you, in turning away every' one of you from his 
iniquities." 

That is the purpose of the death of Christ, and that 
is tIre purpose ·O'f the life of Christ, "for if, when ,ve 
were ·enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son",-'-His blood cleansing us from sin-"much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.'" 
The very life pf God is at the d'isposal, at the command 
Df faith; the Holy Ghost is given that He may 'liv~ in 
us, and may sanctify us' and separate us -entirely unto 
the 'servilce of God. Remember it is written, "Follow 
peace with all men, and holiness, withO'ut which no • 

"man shall see the Lord." 'VVe are to become conformed 
increasingly t.o the likeness of God. I am anxious to 
see people saved. I rejoice every time a boy. o·r a girl, 
or a man or woman, comes to Christ. But being saved, 
I am ju~t as anxious that these babe!? in Christ should 
understand something of their privileges, and lay hold 
of the grace that is in Christ, so that they may live 
victoriously, S'O that they may live triumphantly, and 
tiius be ·different from people who hav~ never known 
J e'Sus Christ. 

'Is it true of everyone of us who has. named the 
name .of Christ? Has the coming of Christ into our 
hearts made a difference, so that wherever we -go 
people say, "That man' must be a Christian"; "That 

• 'woman must surely have been converted"; "Why that 
boy;-did you not notice that when a. rough word· was 

said in the playground it offended him? Did you not 
notice that he acted as if he had been hurt, that he did 
not laugh as the other boys lau.ghedi?" "Did you not 
notice there is. something diffeTent 'about that girl, that 
som~ change has come over her? She seems to have 
r;tew tastes, new desires, and a new way of living." 

Is that what people say? That is what they ought 
to .say .. And that is the purpose of the coming of 
Christ, the purpose of the gift of the' Holy Ghost, the 
purpose of this Bible. That is why God gave' us His 
Book. That. is the ·reason for the exiS'tence of the 
Christian churches in the world, that we may come 
together in Christian fellowship and be mutuaHy ser
viceable to each other, speaking only those things 
which are good for the ·edifying of the soul. Th,e end 
of God's contah with us, and of every divine com
municatilon, no matter how it comes, is that we sin 
not, that we be saved' from our sins. It is possible for 
u,s to obtain the mastery over s'ome things.. There. is 
a grea.t difference between our inherent sinfnlness, the 
sinfulness of our natures, and the.direct and deliberate 
commis,s-ion of sin. And surely ·if the religion of Jesus 
Christ is for anything at all, it .is· to energize our wills, 
and make it possibl'e for us fo"\:"re.fuse to d'o the thing 
that we ought not to do. Surely that is what Christ 
came for. 1£ the Word is written that we sin not, it 
certainly implies that there is a reservoir of power, 
that there are resources of grace a1:l our command that 
will enable us to be v.ictorious·. I covet for myself, and 
I 'covet f·or you, an ever-increas.ing experience of the 
mighty power of God that we may sin not. It is 
possible, dear friends, that we should be made vic-
torious. . 

That does not mean that we have no sin, no matter 
how victorious weare, for "if we say. that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the .truth i~ not)n us." 
We have sinned, we are sinful, our natures are sinful, 
the old man. is there. But, blessed be .God, the new 
man is there, and the n'ew man is to be made stronger 
and stronger by God's grac.e; and we are to live vic
toriously in the power o·f the Holly Ghost. "These 
things I write unto you, that ye sin not." 

Very well~ then, we ought to pray everyone of us 
for an ever deepening desire after holiness, after an 
increasedl likeness to-] esus Christ. I have seen a little 
boy who was proud of being his father's son, and 
nothing pleased him more than to be told that he was 
like his father. Ask that l'ittle chap what he is going 
to do w~en he is grown up, and generally he ,will tell 
you that he is going. to be like his d'ad, or his father, 
whatever he may call him. That i,s his. highest ambi
tion, if the father is a good man: (God pity the child 
who has not an ideal in his father! How poor he is r 
And if there are any fathers here who do not inspire 
your children with a desire to be manly and godlike, 
then you had better get right with God quickly, so 
that you may be able to set them an exampIe.) But 
I say where the father is what he ought to -be, it is 
natural for his' child to de'stire to be like him. And 
it, is natura'l for a Christian-natural? yes; natural to 
the new nature. It is not natural to the oM man" but 
it is natural to the new man to desire above everyth'ing 
to be like Jesus Christ. It seems to me the highest 
compliment that could be paid to any man is for some
one to say,. "'VVhenever that man ·comes near me he 
makes me think about God. I cannot be in that per-
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son s presence WIthout having a desire to be a little 
better." . 

Is that what'we.are·dping? Is that the influence we 
ar~ exerting? Whereve.r we go, are we causing peop1e 
to say, "In spite' of all that people say in some quar
ters, I s·tiH believe' it is possible to live the Christian' 
life." You ,do? How dlid you find that out? "Because 
I haye met a few Christians who are doing it. I have 
met a few people into whose life Christ has manifestly 
come; there is such a savour -of Christ aoout them, and 
they are so different from other folks, that I never' go 
where they are without feeling a desire rising in my 
tI!,!art t.hat I myself may be more godlike. Oh, that 
God may work in us an increasing repugnan.ce toward 
sin! That 'He may teach' us to hate it, to abhor it, to 
be unclOmfortablie wherever it is! 

When the leper came to Christ he did not say, "Lord, 
if Thou wilt Thou canst save me from death." He did 
not say, "Lord, I am afraid that my children will be 
left fatherless, and my wife left a w.idow; I have made 
no provision for them, and if you please, will YOll 

extend my life a litde so that I may minister t,o my 
family?" He did not say, "Lord, I am afraid of death, 
and I wish Y'ou woulid drive the' dark shadow from my 
life." He diid not say that, but with a great 'passion, 
with an agony of soul, he said, "lJord, if Thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean. Save me from this loath
some, horrible,· disease, so that I shall cease to loathe 
myself; that I may be dean among my feUo·ws." 

'Oh, that God woulc!. teach us' what sin is, that it is 
a fretting leprosy, something to be hated, to be l'oathed 
as ·coming from' the pit itself! Let us pray that God 
may deepen the sense of sin in us, so .that we may 

.abhor it, and get as far away fro.m -it as we possibly 
can, ever longing after a greater measure of Chr.istlike
ness. vVhat a wonderful ambition!' Oh, that it may 
be true that every member of this church, every man 

. and woman, every boy and girl, is' crying 'Out to God 
every day, "Lord, make me clean; make me more like 
Christ; make me a be'tter Christian; make me 'a better 
servant, a more faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Purge 
me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and 
I shaH be whiter than snow." If we' begin every day 
with an earnest longing in our hearts for a greater 
conformity to the will of God, what a bless'ing we shall 
be able to bring to all the pe-ople roundabout! I am 
sure that is what everyone needs. - That is what the 
w.orld about us needs; it needs to be saved from its 
sin. 'God sav·e us from this blighting, blasting, deaden
ing, paraliyzing, thing that cuts a man off from God, . 
and takes him down into the pit of corruptiOri, ~nstead 
of giving him wings 'to mount up J:ike. an eagle, and 
,get away into the he;avenly places, dwelling there with 
Christ Jesus the Lord. .' '. 

II. 
"These things write I unto you, that ye sin not." 

How Mj\Y WE BE DELIV~R!U> FROM SIN? Certainly not 
by the strength of our own resolutions. I know there are 
superficial errors that we may have strength to over
come. Occasionally a drunkard 'may, by the exercis.e 
of his will, turn away from his cups. A man who has 
an evil :tongue may have sufficient f.orce of character, 
for a while at leas1t, to contro~ his speech. Indeed, a 
man may, by self-effort an<b by the assistance of human 
agencies, apparently cleanse the house, as ·when the 

unclean spirit . went out of a man, and the 110use was 
swept and garnished-but the 'house was left empty. 
It was' nlOt possessed by anyone to d'ispute the return 
-of the evil spirit; thus all self-effort is, in the last 
analys'is, only negative: it produces an empty house·. 
It is a resolve not to do something; and is external. A 
man 'cann~t cle~nse his mindi, a man cannot, by his 
o.wn p-ower, purify hi,s heart. He cannot' eradkate his 
innate selfishness; he cannot go down to the root of 
the evil? The only thing he can do is to cut the thistle 
off at the to.p ; but the root is. there, and in a tittle while 
it grows again. 

We must have a power outside oUf'selves. Our Lord 
knew that when He sa,id, "It is expedient for you that 
I go away: f'Or if I go not a",'ay, the Comforter w.ill 
not come unto you." The Comforter is not someone 
who comes to speak soft words t6 us. That is not the 
purpose of His coming. The word "comf.orter" is al}. 
old word, and it has iri it, in our English trans~ation, 
the idea of strength. It means to be brave. The Com
forter comes to make us strong, and brave and true. 
He ,is the P'aradete; He com!,!s'to stand by us, to dwell 
in us; and the only way by which we can have power 
over evil ~s to have the Holy Spir.it dwelling in our 
hearts in His fulness. It is not enough that the un
clean spirit should go out of a 111-an; .the Holy Spirit 
must come into the man; for it is forever true that,our 
'chojce is between the lindwelling of one, the 1}oly 
Spirit, or seven s'pirits unclean. Unless the Holy Spirit 
shall take up his residence within, by and. by the evil 
spirit will return, and bring with him seven others, 
and the llast state .of the m'an w·ill be worse than the 
·first. What I ·call your attention to this moming is 
that there is a ·divine Energy, there is a Power sent 
from heaven to 'take up .His residence in our hearts, to 
clarify our minds,' to energize, every power of mind 
and of body, so th~t the whole man may be bmught 
into confoqnity to the ,"vill 'Of God. . 

Let me beseech you to s'eek more and more a con
S'ciousness and a rea,L experienc'e of the indwelling of 
the Spirit of God. As the Holy Ghost takes up His 
residence we shall have divine power with us. Then 
in our homes,. on the stred, in the pla,ce where we 
work, wherever we are, God will be with us. "These 
things are wpitten" 1in order that we may know our 
piviI.eges in :the Holy Spirit and the 'Word itself. "Thy 
,vord have I hid in mine 'Qeart, that I might not sin 
against rt:hee." "Wher'ew~tlhal shall a young man 
cl:eanse his w·ay?"-how .shall I know what 1IS sin, and 
what is not sin ?-"By taking heed thereto according to 
rt:hy word." . By opening our minds and our hearts to 
the \Vord of God, by shaping our conduct and char.,. 
acter in 'agreement with its principles, and by the power 
O'f the Holy ·Ghost, we may be delivered fI'Om sin. 
That is om hi'gh prlivilege. 

III. 

But "IF ANY MAN SIN". Just now somebody said, in 
hi,s heart, "Pastor, you discoumge me, for I have 
faHen into t-etmpta,tion; and I cannot say that at all 
points I have been deliver·ed from sin. From what 

. you hav'e said, am I 'fo conclude that 1 am not a Christ
,ian· because I have faoUen in to error?" No, iny friend. 
John is ·careful to say, "I off,e.r you no encouragement 
in the way of wrong doing. These llhi'ngs w'rite I un,to 
you, that ye sin -no't. And if any man sin"-if it be spo 
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that the little babe ,stumbles, al1'd gets its clothing in 
the mire, if the boy in school i's .dull, and s].ow to learn, 
and fai'ls to triumph as iit i's his privil'ege to do, I want 
to tell you how to overcome it-"If any man sin" 
there is a remed'v. If we have been overtaken in tempta
tion, if we have-ceased ,to depend upon God, if we come 
this morning wilth ,soil'ed galiments it'). the sense of un
cleanness and unfitness, I want to tell you in a word or 
two how we may get rid of it. . 

I did not intend to spend as mu~h time on that part 
of <the verse, so I can bu.t mention that which I had 
<intended should be ,the burden 'Of my exposition thi,s . 
morning. . 

"If any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Ch6st the righteous." I ,should like yO'll 
to get a very clear idea of the character in which our Lord 
is here represented. You think of Him on the cross, as 
One \iVho di'ed for you-and you cannot dwell too. 
much upon tha.t. He did di·e for you. We think of 
His precious blood a's washing away our sins a'nd we 
cannot too strongly emphasize that pOlint. 'vVe look 
h3!ck to the time when) esll'S diedr, and we say we have 
in the his:tori,c Chri'st a C'o.rrect portrait of the Son of 
God. Bitt r'emember, He Who wa's laid in the grave 

. did not remain there. After the rt:hird day He rose 
from the "grave, and . "shewed himseff alive after his 
passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them 
for,ty days." T,hen He took Hi,s disciples to Olivet 
and pronounced His blessings upon them, and as they 
looked upon Him He was parted from them, and went 
up inrt:o heaven. 

Do you know 'Whe1"e Jesus Christ is now? He is not 
upon earth ; H~ i's ,in heaven. Are yoQu s'ure He has 
arrived? I hav·e sometimes i'~l1agined, when the hun
dred and twenty' were gathered in the upper room 
praying for those ten daY'S tha.t they t'al~ed about tq.at 
laslt s'oene 'Vlhen they 'saw Jesus go away. I can 
imagine· Peter's saying, "John, I wonder just where 
He has"gone? A oLoud rece'i'ved him out of our sight, 
and He haos -become the invislible Chri's,t, bu't did He 
arriv'e? Where is He now?" 

I have noticed that vrhen people go to the train to 
see their 'friends 'Off, although rt:Jhey have ;been talking 
night and day for a month, they still have a great deal 
lI11'ore t~ say. At the last minute, after they get into 
the train, someOiIl'e hurriedly puts up a window, and 
from the window they have to. 'hav,e their far·ewell word 
to the friends 'standing by. And as though it were an 
en:tirdy new idea, and never had been said befoQf!e, they 
say, "Now be ,sure to write a11ld teH me of your sat'e 
arrival. Be 'sure to let me ,know how' you get on." 
Sometimes 'they say, "Send me a wire Wlhen you get 
there." 

I can imagine Peter and J ol1n saying, "Oh, I wis'h 
He would send us word that He has arrlv,ed. I wish 
He wa"uld s'end us word that He .is there." And one 
day while they were praying ISuddenly-listen-"sud
denly ther,e came a 'sound from heaven'as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and irt: fi.Jl.ed all the. hous'e where they 
were sitting. And there appeared 'lln1toQ them dOVoen 
tongues like is of fire. . . . and they. 'began to spe'ak 

, v,lIi,th other tongues as the Spirit gav'e .them utteranc'e." 
When the niultitude dllme together ~nd said, "\iVhat 
does iltall mean" Peter said, in effect, "\iV e have j us!!: I 
had a letter from heaven to say ,the Lord Jesus has 

arrived. We have just heard that He has got home, 
and that He is sitting on the r'i:gbt hand Qf God. He' 
ha's received of the F.ather the promis'e of ,the Holy 
Ghost, and He hath ,shed forth this that ye see and 
hear. That is. Hi·s assurance rt:hat He has got home. 
Therefor,e let all the house o-f Israel know assuredly, 
tha;t' God halth ~.1ade that Salme Jesus, whoQm ye have 
crucifi'ed, both Lord and Ohr.i'st." Ever sinc,e then w.e 
hav·e 1m-ow that Jes'lls was at home at the right hand 
of God. Tlha't, is where the Saviour is. 

What is He doi1~g there? He is my Advocate, if you 
please; He is my Representative. He i's there in the 
Fa:ther's presence to plead my 'caus'e. That is what He 
is doinig. Have yqu ever had to go to c'Ourt?· I hope 
you never have, and that you will not. But if you 
should, you go to .see a ·certain lawyer 'and say, HI want 
you to take my case." He may ·ask you for 'a retaining 
fee. He may s'ay, My retai;n'er is-so much." And 
you will put down the money. Vlhat does that mean? 
That means that Ihe now aocepts the responsilbility for 
your.case; he is going to look a1fter all your interests; 
and whenever your name .jIS mentioned in court you 
will not have to s'ay anYJthing; he wi:l;l be ther,e. He 
win rise and s'ay, "I appear for Mr. ,So-and-So. I am 
his advlOcate, I am his representative." . When I be
l'ieved 'On the Lord Jesus Christ my faith retained Him 
as my Couns'el, 'my Advocate; I handed ov,er toO Him 
all my interests for :time an'd for eternity. He said, 
"I will look aft,er you; I will appear for you. When
ever any matter ,concerning you comes before. the 
Throne of God I wi'bl :be there to say that I know all 
about you. I will plead for you." He is there as my 
AdV'Oca:t!! this mQrning. 

Is that 'n'ot wonderful? Is lit not wonderful that we 
have a Pri'end 'art: court to appear before God every da.y, 
looking after us. You may speak for yoOurself. I am 
only telling )nou what I have. I hope He' is y-our re
presentative too. But I have an Advocate Who ever 
appears before God in my behalf. 

That applies to eve'Y'J1 one who would be a Christian .. 
who has not received ·forgiveness ·of sins. If yoou are 
charged with sin, wiH yoOU send 'someone .to appe'ar 
before the throne for you. Will you retain J es'llS 
Christ? He is the only One Who has access there, 
and if )'OU trust Him He will say, "I will ta,kie your 
case, I will secure your acquittal." 
. As for those of us who are Ch,"istians we can only 
approach God through leG'''s Christ. No man has_ever 
,come. ,to God the Father; no man has ev·er seen God the 
. Father. There is no way rt:o gel!: to God the Father, 
except through Jesus ·Christ: "No man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me." He ,is ,our Advocate, and He 
is acceptable Ito the Father. He stands in favour with 
the Oourt, and any !plea He makes in our behalf will he 
listened to by the Court: 

I wanted to say morea-'bout that, and, perhaps I shall 
r,eturn to it again, beca'use it is such ·a gI1eat text. But 
I must say a 'lUord about how He does it. He aI\Vay~ . 
pleads gu:i:Ity in our behaM. That is hoOw He secU'res 
our acqui,ttal. Jesll's Christ neve'r c,overs up sin in the 
sense -of perm1itting us to deny i,t. The only way to get 
rid 'Of sin is ·to confess it, to acknowJ,edge it, and then 
He will forgi've us. We are gu,ilty, and the only way 
by which we can secure acquiottal ~s to, plead guilty 
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arid throw ou:r~dve.s upon the ~erc:y of :the court. Then 
-our Ad'VlOca·te will say, "I am the prop~tJiation for this 
man's sin. I will pay His debt." 

(541) 9 \: 
\ 
:. 

I w'Onder if I coul,d tell you a secret? I wonder 
"\V,auld you promi'S,e not ·to tell anyhody:? I will run 
the I'isk. One day some years ago the1"e was a certa,in 

. man whoO was skk, and the doctor said he 1"\eeded a . 
~ittle a'iring, that he needed to go out for .a drive. I 
knew that li,~ had no car, and I did not suppose he 
-could afford to hire 'a taxi.· I sa,i·d to myself, "I mu~t 
take ,that ~an for a driv·e so that he can .get some air." 
I 'start,ed out afte·r tea, the only ti1me I could command, 
for I :had a meeting that night. I ,called for my friend, 
and took 'him out intoO the' country. And I did like 
some ofher IPleop1e .do, I forgot· I ha~ 1:0 come back! 
Momentarily I forgot it was more than a one-way trip, 
but suddenly I took out 111y.watch, and f'Ound that I 
l1ad consumed ne~rly aU my availabLe ,timegoing one 
way and I had·to get hack to my meetin.g. When I 
turned my car aboat,-well, it 'vas' a minioster's car .. 
.and it knew i!t had to be at church at the proper time! 
It weri,t a little faster than some cars do sometimes! 
A day or so later some:body came.to my door, and dlo 
you know what he had? (laughi1Jer). So you have had 
·one too! He ;had a paper that was not whoj:te: it was 
l)lue-and after I got the paper I was blule too. But 
·do yoOU know wha·t I did? I did not" go to court. I got 
someone else toO go for me.. I did not know 'how fa:st 
I drove. Of course, I was on an err.and of mercy~· but 
I did not p:liead that. I ,said, "You go. and you pay 
'what~ver there i,s to p.ay." Af.ter a while my advocate 
told ·me he had paid ten dollars, and I paid him. I paid 
{or a ;taxi-ride anyhpw 'for ,my skk fri,eoll'd, al~hOUigh he 
never kYlew it, of cou.r:soe. But)"Ou see I di1d nDt aJP-

lawyers feel badly when they lose a case. It is very 1. 

humiliating for a man when he loses a case at court. \ 
But this Advocate has nev'er lost a stngIe case. Every \,:. 

.soul in aH the world's history fot whom He has appear-
ed has been absolu.tely a-cqui·tted. Nor dlid· He' lose \~ 
mine ·either. I have the Court's c·eliti,ficate that I am ~, 
a,cquitted, for .the Spirit bears witness with m~ srpirit. ~ 

~ 

. pear, ,so?1eone else appeared for l1}e, and he paid what 
was owmg, what the .law' demanded. 

And that ios the Qnly way by which we can get relid 
in heaven',s ·court. We' must put 1he w'hole matter 
-into the hands of the Lord Jesus. He then pleads the 
'merit of His precious !b1'Ood, and says, "I have pa.j:d for 
that boy; I have paid .the debt of that g.i'rl. The receipt 
·of it is qn my hands, and in my' side. I demand 'their 
:acquittal." .. 

This Advocate never lost a single ca!1e. I know the 

Furthermore I find the. proof is wriuen. ' It is a good i, 
thing to have documentary proof of matters in dispute. 
It is written, in the Book that ."he that believeth on the 
Son hath ev·erlasting, lif,e." Spurgeon used 'to say, 
"II A T H spells got it." Is that not a queer way to 
spell got it-II-A-'l'-II? It means we have it this 
nl'Ome'l1jt. And.if yo~ have the jtldgment of. the co-urt' 
acquitting you, you,need not trouble about what any
one else says. .you .need not be cast 'down by' what 
Y'0ur own heart says. If the Lord says, "Thy sins, 
which are ma·ny, are all'forgiven," just say, "Thank 
you." Lift up your hea!d arid say, "I am saved for ever." 

Let me put it 'to you thus: a man is in the police 
court. He.is brought in by a po~ilC'eman who .Jea~s 
him by the arm. He br:ings him in and puts him m 
the prisoner's dock. Wheri all the evidence has ~een 
submitted the .ma:gistrat~ says, "I find you not gUilty. 
You are discnarged." The man begins to walk out, but 
the policeman says, "Stop! Stop!" "But why?" says 
the erstwhile prisoner. The policeman answers, "Did 
I not bring you ,in ·here ?'.' "Y.es, but I am going out 
by myseU." "But you aI'e charged with an off'ence?" 

- "I know I was." "Very well, you 'Stay hiere." "I wiL~ 
not;· I am gO'ing out; I am going home.'~ "Who says 
you may go?" "He I does," says the man, po\nting 
to the Magistrate, "and what do I caI'e for you when 
the Juclge says I am discharged? ,Wh3Jt mOI'e do you 
want?" Do you not see, my frilend? When you a're 
acquitted by the Supreme Court of the universe, when 
God HimseH for Christ's. sake s'ays, "You aI'e fprgiven," 
The1"e is no appeal 'against tha1; WOI'd of acquittall; all 
the de~ils an hell canno:t bring yoOU into coOndem'nation, 
for "There is therefore' now no oondemnation to them 
whicl1 are in Christ Jesus, who wa'lk 'not after the 
flesh, but after the -Spirit." Do you not want to say, 
"Hallelujah?" "Yes." \¥ ell, say it then .. ("Hallelu-
jah," "Aluen !"). I . • 

THE DEAD IN CHRIST-WHERE ARE THEY? 

.A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

P1"eached in Jarv·is Street Baptist Church, Toronto,. Su'nday Evening, December 1st.h, ~929. 

(Stenographic~lly RJepoTted.) 

. "For this we say unto you by the 

"For this we say unto you by the word of -the Lora" 
-ilt would ihe usd'ess toO a.is,cuss the subJect before us 
this evening u.nder any other authority than the Word 
-of God. T!he pa'ragraph from which 111y text is tal~en 
was espedally written for, the. instructioOn of p,eople 
'who were interested in those w,ho wer,e asleep. It 
-was wri'tten ,that they might not be i,gnorant of the 
future of such as hfl.'d departed from this lif~. It is a 
'recognition 'of Ithe .desire of all men, a ·des:il'e which i's 
1iegitoimate 'and natural, to kn:ow soOmething about the 

word of the Lord."-I Thess. 4:15. 

state and condition of the spirilts of our loved whom 
we hav·e lost awhile. 

I am aware that my suib}ect tlE·s eyening deals with 
a matt'er that ma'ny try to .exdude from :their thinking. 
I fear it is a subject which eVlen the pulpit neglects; for 
the empha:sis nowadays, even among many or.thodox 
peopl'e-by w"hii'ch I mean those who heliev'e the Bible' 
to be' the word of God--'-<the t'endency nOoW is to lay 
special emphas'fs upon the IProfitabLeness of g.odlines'S 
to the life, and in the life, that now is, rather than the life 
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that is to coine. It is profitable to be a Christian even 
in this lif.e, judged by the truest stand~rds. of va-Iue,~ 
but after all, the larger Hfe, the longer hfe, IS beyond, 
and that must engage men's thought. 

1. 
There are pe'riods in a man's life when he t:nay. be 

careless of the future, when he may blOast that he is a 
rationa'} creat'ufle, that he is not m:oV'ed by sentimental 
and emotional considerations, and that 'his whole cou:se 
is determined by a knowledge of the h~rd-facts of hfe. 
He i's a 'businless man, perhaps. SometImes we hear of 
"hard-lheaded fbusine&s men." I do not knoQ~ w.hy 
business men shlOuld be looked up,on a's parbcul~r1'y 
hard-headed. It dIQ'es not appear to me that that IS a 
V'cry .complimenJtary t'erm to apply tOo an~:body. B.ut 
there,'are people who are so engrossed Wlt~ ~atenal 
interests that for a time they see~ utterly mdlfIerent 
toward any sonsiderati~n of Ithe fu~ure life. They afle 
like those people of whom the S~npture s~e~ks :when 
it say.s, "TheiT inward though.t IS, th~t theIr houses 
shall continue tor ever, and theIr dwelhng place.s to all 
generrutions; they call their 'Eands ait,er their own 
name'S." They live as though thefle weroe no fU'tu~e 
lif'e. I have known not a few who boa'sted of. t!'l'eu 
indi!ff·erence toward any consideration of the condItIons 
of 1if.e beyond the gra'Ve. 

But how rudely an'd suddenly such men are some
times awakened to a recoo-niti'on of life's realities: The 
man is indiffer,ent towarl~his body. He is all brain~ 
as 'he thinks. If it were true, there would no:t be much 
of him, in many instances! But he bo.asts of j~is 
superiority! By and by he f~ells a .few ~wmges of pam. 
He cannot attoend to the day s dutIes. He sees a P?Y
si·€ian and the physician looks grave. The man hlm
sebf b~com'es rather troubled, and though he may not 
t!!ll anyone he begi·ns to a'Sk hi~sel£ the questio~; 
"What if I shouM have to leav'e It all? What then? 

Here is a man apparently abunda'ntly prospero~s, 
having everything in -life to. live for, so ~a:r ~s matenal. 
wealth and worldly possess lIOns and posltlOn w:ere con
cerned' but when he gets a telephone message at the 
office, hre drops everything. S?ddenly this man who 
has no senti!ment and no emotlOn, rushes home, only 
to find ,that already two or thl"ee doctors hav·e been 

.. summoned. It is onIy a li·ttle lOoy or a little girl, jU'st' 
a little bit of flesh and blood that is sick-nlOthing 
more. But even though he he a man of millions, that 
little cot suddenly ·holds all '1:ihe interests of m'e for 
him; and· when, in spite of all thaJt human skill ~an ~:o, 
the little breast cea's'es to heave, and the 'heart IS st1'11. 
and the doctors ,say "We ar,e 'Sorry, but she is gone be
yond our help," rthen what matter.s all his worldly pros
perity? 'What does he care for hIS bank account ~~en? 
Suddenly his interest i's transferr,ed across the nver. 
He demands to know what has happened tOo the spirit 
of that little child. Say to him then, "Sir, I thought 
you did no.1 believe ih the future life? I thought you 
had no concern about anything but these material and 
temporal .jnterests?" The awakened man wia cry, 
"Do not tell me that thatchiJ.d is in the grave. Do not 
tell me that that is the end,-a decaying body. It was 
something more than the body that I loved!" 

A man comes home from a' ftineral when he has laid 
not half his life, but all of it, in the cold, dark; grave. 
He goes throu~h the great house, if so Ibe he has been 

prosperotls,-the furniture is all ther·e; the carpets are 
there; the expensive pictures and statuary.a~e all there. 
But he does not see any of it. The pla·ce 1S desolate. 
It is as cold and cruel as the grav,e itself. He drags 
himself to business in the morning, and rcomes to the 
great bu·ilding which is all his; he walks in where h~lI1-
dreds ar·e waiving to do. his bi1dding, and he says to .hlm-· 
'self, "Can it be possi:ble that I was ever such a foool a~ _ 
to think that this was IHe? I do not care for any ot 
it." 'Not only his home, his hou.sre, but ~he whQle 
wor.ld suddenly becomes empty and dark. He says. 
"There must be, there mttst be, somethi'ng better than 
this." A hunger within ·cries out for something these 
materrial things cannot satisfy. Of her whom he 
loved, he says, "The light of my'lilfe is hidden from me, 
but cannot 'have been extinguished. I wonder 'where 
she is to-night? II wonder ,v)here she i·s?" 

Did you 'ev'er ask that quesrtion? Somer1;imes YOlt 
have pass·ed .the cemetery where you have lar~ a troved 
one away. It was !Cold, the wind was blowmg, per
hCIIPs it was night and the frost was in the air, and you 
heard eV'en the bra'nches of the trees crackling and 
creaking as the frosty wind 'Swept over fh~t d,~sr~late 
soene. . You 'almlOst shuddered as you saId, DId I 
:leave her there !Is that where she is? It cannot ;be! 
It ,is impossible! There must be something beyond 
that." . 

Then suddenly the man awakres to discover that he 
is not dev'oid of sentiment. He discovers that he has 
a bit of emotion, after .all; and that lif'e does not con
sist in the 3!1}undance of the things which, he poss~es~els. 

During the war I crossed' the ocean on one o~c~~lOn 
when, so' far as I recall, there \vere only four clvillans 
on b'Oard. There Was a certain very distinguished _ 
Canadian whom I will not name; there wars. Clarence 
Darroow, the New York lawyel'-famous, or notorious, 
which ever you Iijke to caB it; there was the famous 
"Tay Pay" O'Connor, ·the father of the HOtlse of Com
mons, recently, deceased, 'and myself. The f'Our of us 
got together one sunny day-in fact, on. more ~han one 
occas·ion but I think 'Of one sunny day 111 partIcular on 
which ,~~ met on the top deck: "Tay Pay" O'Connor. 
Clarence Darrow, a certain dii'stinguished educator of 
Canada, knighted by His Majesty, and this I po'Or 
preacher. vVe talked about religion. I,f I am not 1l:1is
taken, Mr. Darrow suggested that tnat be the subject 
of our disrcuss,ion. In fact, he came over to the table 
where I was sitting and said, "Let us go up o,n deck 
and have a talk about relligion." VI/ e went up, and 
talked about the future life in' particular. 

Mr. O'Connor was a Roman Catholic-and he had 
no difficulty whatever in believing in the future lHe. 
As '1'0 how to get there in peace, of course, was a.nother 
matter. But I recall distinctly the g100my view of 
Mr. Clarence Darrow: '\iVhen we had talked for per
hap.s a couple of hours he said to me, "WeH, I will' 
tell you what I callI your reoligion. It is just d,ope. My 
wife takes it, and I do not begrudge it to her at all. 
It is mighty good dope. I wish I could take it-myseH" 
but I cannot. I dOo not ]Jelieve it. So far as 1 know, 
when a man dies, he d'ies like a dog, and that is the' 
end of it." 

I do not think even Mr. Darrow believed that. If 
he has any heart in his breast .at all, he will ~e 
awakened from that fallacy sooner or later. It is welf 
nigh impossible fo,r a man to believe that there is no-
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continuity of life beyond the grave,' even though he be 
not a Christian. There has always been that instinct 
of immortality within the soul. . That is why they 
bUi"'ied bows and arrows with the In~an chi'eftaoins, 
that they might be equipped' f'or the ·enjoyment of the 
happy hunrt:ing ground to which they were going. In 
the re~ent excavations of the ancient tombs of the 
kings in Egypt, they found every indication of a be!'ief 
in the ,immortality of the s'Oul; that death ,is not the 
end. They. did rlI()t know what wa's beyond; but they 

. did. not dress up their monarchs in gold, and" furnish 
thetr sepulchres like palaces, merely vor the entertain
ment of the worm that was to reduce those bodies to 
dti~t arid ashes. Somehow they th6ught ther,e was 
another life,· and I1:hey equipped' their monarchs for 
passage into the splendours of another, tho·ugh imagin-
ary,. realm. . 

. II. , 
I say, it is natural £.or anyone to desire to kno,~ 

about the futur·e life, and it is as legitimate as it is 
natural., The inspired wrher here say.s, "I am going 
to_write you :this because I would not hav,e you· to be 
ignorant concerning them which are as'leep. You ,have 
a ~ig:ht to knmv. You ought to know. It, is your high 
prtV'tlege to know, that you triay not "s·orrowas some 
other people. I write something that will dry your 
tears and fill your hearts to ov'e'rflowing with thankful
ness to God. I will te.11 you where your love;d ones ar.e 
gone, and' what shaH become of them in the ages tlJ·a:t 
are yet to be." 

I do ·not want any speculation about this matter, do 
you? Where shall we turn tOo find an authoritative 
pronouncement ori this sUbject? Here we have it: 
"Thts we say unto you by the word of the Lord." 
Noth~ng else has any value in respect" to this·mat·ter. 
Human reasori, ,great as ,it is-and surely we must not 
discount those qualities which God has given"us, and 
which were designed to be lard at His feet and used in 
His service. All honlOur to men in all departments 0f 
human investigation who have uncovered the truth 

. and brought to l>ight things that were once beyond 
human knowledge. Ho,w many worthy workers there 
have been! I am sorry for men Jike Edison, but on 

. the natural plane, so far as- the material realm is con
cerned, he has been a great servant of humanity. He 
has ,given us l,ight. He has given us a thousand things. 
The mind, the power, that has enabled him oin so many 
directions to discover and disclose the unknown laws 
of natur,e, ought to sug.gest .to us the infinite Intelli
ence whence they came. But in respect to this m~tter 
bf the future life, all science, all phHosophies, all human 
observations in aU fiel,ds of human surVey-the testi
mony of all hist,ory, utterly fail, for nobody can tell us 

·anything. I have not patience to l'isten to a man who 
spins his theories about the future life, because I might 
just as well spin mine. My opinions are just as likely 
to be right as his-and both are certain to be wrong. 
Therefore, "'~his we say unto you by the word of "the 
Lord." 

May I remind you of a principle of ancient times? 
You remember how Sau1 rejected the word of the' 
Lord. Saui-'s history sh'ows that his outstanding and 
distinctive· trans'gre'ssion was' .tqat he refus,ed to accept 
the authority of div,ine revelation. He would not listen 
when God splOke. Then there came a time when he 

. wanted to know what only God could tell, and God 

, 
woutd not speak to him. He enquired of the oracle, 
but could get no voice nor any ,tha.t answeored. He 
sa-id, "I am bound to know something. I must get 
into touch with the wod'd O'f spirits. I must get a 

· knowledge of those things. that are D,eyond me some
how." When the voice of divine revelation was silent he. 
resorted to a witch! That was rather a great comedown, 
was it not, from the prophet of Jehovah to, a witch? \ 
But, mark you, whenever the word of divine 1'evelation 
is d!isregar.ded:, whenever the prophet is rejected, the 
witch flourishes. Spiritism i's the na:tural child of 
Modernis-m. When peo'pl,e reject the Bible, the word 
of the Lord, in respect to futur·e matters, they must 

· knOow something; and they resort to the witch. 
I am not surprised that such a man as Sir Oliv'er 

Lodge, great mali a's he is- in his particular sphere, 
should want to know something about the future. 
vVhy? Why did Sir Oliver Lodlge become so anxious 
to know. sromething about the future? Because he had 
dug a grave. Sir ArthUJ; Conan Doyle, the creator of 
Sherlock Holmes, the detective who had eV'er so many 
extra s'enses, and fro~ w11;ol1'1 appar.ently no secrets· of 
human life were hid, also desired tOo know what lay 
beyond for the !i·ame reas'on. If these men had turned: 
to the Book, they woul,d hav'e foup.d what they wanted; 
but in their pride of intetlect they rejected it. Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle dug a grave, and he too wanted 
to know whither his loved one had gone. 

In these recent years when ..death has held high 
carnival, and :there was scar>cely a family in all the 
earth that had escaped bereavement, it· is no wonder 
spiritualism has flourished. I remember when I used to 
go :to Englan'd nearly every .year, at the close of the ser
vices in Spurgeon's' Tabernacle I used to hold a recep

. tion. Scores and soores of people would ·come to -greet 
me. They did not k'now me, but men and women 
would come up and say, "W'e want to shake hands 
with you sir, becaus'e we have a son in Canada, and 
we thought perhapsl you might not be .very far away 
from him; we thought you might know him." Not 
once, but I shouId think dozens IOf times, I hav,e had 
people come to me in that glor,ious little, great isle, 
called England!-not big but great-and say, "vVe 
thought we would !'ike to speak to you beca1use we 
have a son (or someone else) in Canada. You 'come 
from' TlOronto, do you not? Vol ell, he lives in Van-

· couver. Perhaps you know h~m"! (Laughter). It is 
rather dHficult for those who live in a heautiful garden 
like England ,to reali~e Canada's magnioficent distances. 

· On more than one occasion I have been the messenger, 
especially dUl'ing the war days:, to some loved one 
across Hie seas. I have met a man in France or some
where elose whose wif,e was on this side.of the sea-or 

· someone else who was not his ",;fe. How glad he was 
to have a link of cOJIlmunication! 

I have many friends across the river, and if any 
properly ,cr·edentialled spirit who had had conversation 
with them couM really come back and say .to me, "I 
saw your father yester,day; I had a talk 'Y·ith him", 
I fear I &hould be inclined to r,eceive him. I should 
say, "Tell me all about him." Do. not forget that I 
prefa,ced that l'emark with an "if"; "if" such a spirit 
~ould come. But we should be in a sad w"'v if w . 
were shut up to ,the mutterings of the witch of Endor, 
if we had no more sure word of prophecy than that 

. which s'Ome spiritualistic medium could ~on:vey. 
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As I pass it, I pause to say that I would' not a;se'rt 
the're ·is nothing superhuman in sp.irit~alism, or spirit
ism a'S .I prefer to caU it. I have l'ittle doubt that 
ninety-nine per cent. of all of it is, fraud, and the other 
one per 'cent. is d'evil; for whatever s:uperhuman 
element there ·is in it is not from God; it! is from below. 
The vo.ice you hear, if ever you hear from that quarter, 
is a voice that rejects the blood! of Christ and every
thing essentially Christian. It is the voice of that 
spirit which is opposed to the Holy Spirit Whose testi
mony is in the Book. No, my friends, we must turn 
away from all that, and hear the Wlord of the Lord 
respecting the future lif.e. 

That is why some of us are so concerned that men 
should' not be' deceived, 'into a rejection of the Book. 
The Bible is not a thing to play with. It is not some
thing you may cast into the waste-basket, and live 
happily without; it is more ne'ceSlsary to you thap meat 
or dr·ink. You could afford, if your wealth were 
measured by mil.l.ions, to lose ev,ery cent of it and be 
~tripped and left a pauper, if only you know what the. 
V\ford of God has to say to you. But to take that 
away is not only to blot out. the sun, but to extinguish 
every star, and leave us in utter and' outer darkness. 
Thank God,. it cannot be done. "This we slay unto you 
by the word of the l.;ord; that we which are alive and 
remain unro the ,coming of the Lord' shall not prevent 
them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall 
descend .from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the, archangel, and with the trump of God, and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first." 

III. 
I mus't be"faithful, for my purpose is only to give 

you a suggestion for your own study of what the Bible 
says about those who have departed in Christ-in Christ. 
I am amazed that the pulpit 'Of to-dlay should so gen
erally assume that .the future of all is secure. I read' 
an article in The Hritish Weekly oply last week, a very 
able article, beautiful·ly writte~; and yet the principle 
at the bottom of it a.ll was that if there be any 'happy 
futur'e for any of us, as the writer believes ther·e is; 
then we shall earn it by our own good works. There 
was never a suggestion tha,t the blood of Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, has anything to do with the future destiny 
of the .soul; never a suggestilon that divine grace must 
provide a way of redempt·ion, or that the Holy Ghos,~ 
must change us at the very core and make us new 
creatures. Let me tell you, if you are out of Christ, 
I,have no word of hope f.or you for the future. 

There is hope in Christ. TIO trust Him means the 
forg.iveness of all our trespas'ses; it means a salvation 
that begins now, and never ends. It ensures our 
future for time and for eternity; and it is all of the 
sovereign gra'ce of God, without an infinitesimal de
ment of human merit in it; for salvation is God's free 
gift. If you have not that, I carinot paint a. I'0SY pic-. 
ture of the future for you; I cannot promise tha.t an;).' 
man or woman can be divorced from his or her past and 
the consequences tlze1'eof, save through the cross .of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. But by that m~ans we c(m be cut off 
from qur past; we can bury it in the grave of Christ, and 
be done with it for eve1'. We. elm rise again in the like
ness of His resurrection, and "rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God". 

But I c;m find. nothing .in the Wo·rd of God any-, 
where whereby it is promised that a man can be 
releas'ed from his sin save through the blood' of the 
Lord Jesus Chr,ist. Let me be faithful at that point. 
Do not let anyone say tha~ this prea'cher ever held out 
any hope for anybody, for tiine or for eternity, except 
through Christ. But there is hope in Him for the 
worst of men. Ief W1e will trust Him, and if those 
whom we have lost' have fa,Hen as,leep in Jesus, what 
then? What do yo.u know about them? I fear there 

. are 'some peC?ple do not like this preacher. 'My wife 
thinks they are la'cking in intellig'ence! But I bel'ieve 
tha't if even I co.uld go to heaven and come back agailt, 
some of my wor·st ·enemies would' come to hear what 
I had to say. I think they would be so anxious to hear 
something of the 'Other life that they would say, "We_ 
must put our prejud!ic.e asjde and go to hear him." 
But ,\ve have a surer word than we should have ev'en 
in sqch a case :-"This we say unto you by the ~ord' 
of the Lord',,; "We have also a mope sure word of 
prophe'cy."YVe have a wordi ·summarized, gathered 
up, certified, made fin'a], by Jesus Christ Himself. The 
Bible is the word on which we must rest. 

IV. 
I cannot find fro.m the Word that those who have 

departed have go.ne to sleep. I know that the body 
sleeps; it sleeps in the dust. But not the spirit. Our 
Lord Jesus talked. with Moses and with Elias .when 
they appeared to Him in the holy mount, and they 
talked with him o.f the diecease, or exodus, which He 
should accomplish at Jerusalem. Moses under,stood 
the exodus in thwt hour as he 'had never understood it 
befor~, I ventur,e to bel,i·eve. But are' we to suppose 
that the spirits of Moses and' Elias had' been' awakened 
out of a long sJ.eep for that parti-cul'ar interview? They 
wer·e .there in possession of their full consciousness, 
able to talk with Incarn'ate Deity about the great mat
ters concerning which the one had written and the 
other had pmphesied .in the' days of their flesh. If I 
had no other pas'sage than ,that recording the appear
ance of those two Old Testament saints, I should con
clude that those who have fallen asleep as to their 
bodi'es, are wide awake as to their spirits. 

Then you will remember in the word of our Lord 
respecting the rirch mifn and Lazarus, we have a pic
ture of both sides of the gulf. The rich man in heU, 
being .in torment, had possession of all his faculties. 
He was even bidden "remember". He wa'S not un
conscious' by any .means. Nor' was Lazarus; he was 
yonder in Abraham',s bosom in heaven, the Jewish 
figure for the heavenly state. The rich man d'id· 
not pray that Lazarus might. be wakened up .and 
commissioned. Apparently Lazarus was as wide-' 
awake as the rich man, for Abraham said to Dives, 
"Son, remember that thou in ,thy lifetime receivedst 
thy good' things, and likewise Lazarus evil' things: 
but now he is comforte.d, and thou art tormented." 
There wa's no sleeping of the' soul there. '\Vhen the 
dying thief prayed, "Lord, remember me when thou 
comeS't into thy kingdom",. Jesus answered, "To-day 
shalt thou he with me in paradise." To-day! 

I love to contemplate that scene when Stephen was 
being put to sl'eep as to his body under the stone's of 
the persecutors. His lastl message before he went 
away was, "I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
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man standing on the right hand of God." He was not 
going into a state of unconsciousness. The King of 
glory had actually risen from His thrrone, just as you 
rise when an honoured guest is to be welcomed. and' 
s'ay, "Come in; so glad to see you." The extraordin
ary thi11lg is that it is said of this great Saviour that 
when He had offered one sacrifice for ~ins for ever, He 
"sat down on the right hand 'Of the Majesty 'on .high"; 
but Stephen said, "I can see Him standing." It was 
as though the very King of .g.lo.ry had sai~" "Stephen, 
you are the first of a long procession; come in; there 
are p'O stones here; you will be happy in your Father's 
house." :F do not believe' ~tephen was put to bed 
when he got there. I think he is ·still wide awake. 
The whole trend of Scripture teaching respecting the 
so.uls that have departed is ,that they are awake. 

Yeiu have wondered sometimes that we ha·ve not a 
fuHer revelation of the conditions that attend the life 
of the redeemed in the glory. I am rather glad that 
we have no.t an elaborate ·description of the place, the 
state. The Scripture says that those who have de
parted are "with Christ". 'With Christ! vV'e may 
know something about wha,t that means from 'Our 
human relationships. A man goes away ·fro.m houle, 
and takes his wife with him. He left ,the house behind, 
burt he has his home with him. As I said a moment 
ago, ·we do' not live ,in the furniture: we live in the 
liveSr of tho.se who love us, and whom we love. May 
I reverently say that I cannot see how Infinite Vhs
d'om could say mo.re thall is,sa,id in these two words 
of 'One syll'able each-"With Christ". That is heaven, 
to he wide-awake with Christ. 

When I s'aid just 11I0W' that I had 11~d a few hours' 
talk with the famous "Tay Pay" O'Conno'r, perhaps 
some'body said, "I should like to have had that hon
our." W ell, yes; we do well to value such privileges. 
And ma'ny 0'£ us have had the privilege of talking with 
s;ome great men, talking with them ·on s:ub,jects of 
common interest. But I should be glad to forego ,the 
company 'Of all the great men of earth in all ages' for 
one minute with Christ! It is utterly unthinkable that 
there should be any joy to surpass that 'Of dwelling in 
the immediate pre'sence of Jesus Himself, con'sciously 
to talk with Him, and to have Him talk with us. The 
Bible says that is the experience' of those who die in 
Christ,-"To be absent from the body is toO be present 
with the Lord." 

About all ,that. we aj;e' told of the present state of 
the just is that it is very "far better" than the best we 
have down here. I have an idea that it we· knew what' 
goes on beyond, we should not begrudge our loved 
ones their residence in the immediate presence of God. 
I think if the veil werre drawn, and we could see a I,ittle 
more clearly, we should have but little difficulty ,in 
understanding why some very useful. man is suddenly 
cut off, appa'rently in his prime; while some other 
man, a weed, is allowed to remain; why a prophet of 
the Lord, like Spurgeon, is taken away in his pr,ime, 

• and. 'some infidel is allowed to go 011 with his deadly 
work for years and years. \iVhat has happened? I 
think very often that they are promoted toO higher ser
vice. There was not a lazy bone in the Apostle Paul's 
hody. I think he hated indolence of any kind. He' 
was "more abundant in labour" than any of the apos
tles. It was his great delight always to be in .the work 
of the Lord, not only up to .the elb'Ows, but immersed 

~ . 
in it. Oocasionally he bo.a,s'ted 'of an: he had been p~r
mitted to do. Yet the man who lived that life bf 
happy fellowship with the Lord, seeing hundreds a~d 
thousands brought to Christ, who was' used of t~e 
Lord to write the greater part of the N ew Testa.me~;t, 
to whom such an abundance of reV'elation was given, 
109king back on that life, so. happily lived, f'Or he re
Joiced i n the Lord always-and l'ooking into tlie 
future, he said" "If I had my cho.ice I would depa~t . 
to be with Christ, which is far better; neverthdess tb 
abide in the flesh is more ne'edful -vor you. I have 
work to do still, and I suppose I shall have to stay a)1~ 
dlo .it. But iCiny own interests, were considered only 
I would be gone at once to get into that larger and 
richer life." :: 

We ought not to shed tears over the redeemed of 
the Lord when they are called away. No, I should not 
say that. Tears are natural when death breaks ther 

t'enoderest human ties, but we must no.t weep hope-;': 
'less,ly for such as have gone to. be with Christ. Moodyj~ 
said on ,one occas.j,on, "Some day you will read in the:: 
papers-perhaps in the headlines, 'D. L. Moody is,:; 
dead.' Do not be.Jieve it. It will not be true." And.:: 
it was not true. He went ",to be with Christ, which ': 
is far better." :, 

P 

I am not just now speaking about the sec-ond coming;: 
of the Lord .. I have been tel'ling you what is the imme-. :;, 
diate possessrion of believers as they leaV'e this life:: 
and go into the next. Do they r,each the he'ight of: 

. J)Hss, the best that God has f.or them? No; they do.:, 
not. I believe when we have 'been ten minion years :: 
in heaven we s'hall still have new dJiscov'eries to mak;e·. :, 
I cannot think of liife in heaven' as being stagnant. 1:\ 
think there will be eternal progress, that we shall ;: 
always he' reaching 'Something higher, -that we ~'hall 
never get to the end of those in,finite truths we cannot 
understand to~day. "F'or this we say unto you by the 

. word of :the Lord, tha.t we which are alive and remaiin' 
unto the .coming of the Lord".........:by w!hich Paul did 
not mean 'that he would be alive and remain, or that' 
he expected so to be. He used the term generally;. 
~hat word wrjtten so .long ago .is ju,st as applicable 
to us as to him. The Word is for all ages-"that we . 
which are aliV'e· and remain unto the ·coming of the. 
L~rd shall not prevent them which are asleep. For 
the Lord 'himself shall des'c·end from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel: and with the 
trump of God: and the d'ead in Christ shall rise first ~ 
Then we which are alive and remain shaH 'be caught . 
l1IP together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air; and 'So shall we ev'er be wi-th the I:-ord." 

We shall have not' only r,edeemed sp'lrits-we ha'te 
them-'but we shall have perfected h9dipes by and by: 
I ,do not want this body bad~ again. The body we 
shall have wi.JI be the saine in identity in some mys
teriou,s way; but as I often teB you, I am still a young
ster! Notwithstanding, I have .touches of neurritis, I 
have ,had tooth-a,che years ago! But I'should not l,ike 
to think 'of ,tooth-ache, or any other ac'he, 'in glory. I 
should like to be ri-d of a tabernacle that makes my 
spirit groan. "We that are in this tahe'macle do 
groan", out some day we shall have bodies fashioned 
after His glorious body. The redeemed spirit sh'all 
be appropriately tabernacled, <lJnd we shall live and 
reign wa·th :aim. 
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There was a ti-rlle when, in the ea:ste'rn hemisphere, 
men droeal11l~d oIf a western world. Columbus-and 
other explorers-but he chiefly brought a new contin
ent to light. Columbus did not create it; but, believing 

. it ,vas there, he sailed away, until he fOUind it. He 
came ,back again. and said, "I have found it. My dream 
has come true. TheI'e ~s 'a new world." There was a 
time when we did not know anything about the north 
pole. I said to a friend once,a good many years ago 
befor,e Nansen went -in search of it and before Perry 
reported that he had actually roeached the pole, 'I could 
not understand why anybody wanted toO 'find the north 
pole! 1. am near' ,enough to, it: I prefer to go ;south,
but not too far.' My friend answered, "I can under
stamd it. I cannot be comfortable with the thought 
that any part of this earth is shrouded in mystery. I 
want the clouds to be lifted. I want to know what 
we hav'e theI'e." 

In Old Testament days men f.ell asleep as to their 
bodies, they were "gathered to their fathers". Even 
the saints of Old Testament times knew, in some dim 
way, that they had g,one to be with God; but fhey 
knew nothing particularly about that 1:and. Jesus 
Christ came, and He said to His disciples, "A little 
while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, 
and y'e shaH see me, because I g9 to the Fa:ther. Then 
said some of his disciples 'among thems,ehlles, What is 
thi,s that he saifu unto us, A little while, and ye shall 
not see me: and 'again, a .little while, and ye shaH see 
me: and, Because I go to the Father? What is this 
that he saith, A little whiile? we cannot tell what he 
saith." , 

Of course they could not: tell what He said. He 
went down into the grave, and in so doing, He was 
'like a l'(wed one ,saili'ng on a long journey. 

When you hav'e -come back from the station, from 
5'eeing a friend off on a journey, you say, "He has got 
50 far on the way now." Then a few day,s later, "He 
must be in .the middl'e of the Atlantic by n.ow"; later, 
"He must he nearly there now." By amd by you get 
a cable saying, "Arrived". Christ went away, and 
they all wondered whither He had gone. Represent
ing millions of others, Mary stood at the grave, and 
when somebody said to her, "W'oman, why weepest 
thou?" She said, "They have >taken 'away my Lord, 
and I know not where ,they have laid him. Ever since 
He left us thI'ee days ,ago I have been thinking of Him. 
They laid His 'body here. Now I have come, and the 
sepulchre is empty. The body is gone. Sir, if thou 
have borne him hence, tell me where thou ha:st laid 
him, and I will take him away." The Gardener s'aid, 
"Mary!" She fell at His feet and 'S'aid, "Rabboni; 
which is to ,say, Mas'ter. ·You have come ,back again." 
I wonder did He do with her as to the 'disdples, say
ing, "Look, Mary, it is I", showi'ng His hanel'S and His 
feet. I hav,e always thought of the Lord Jesus being 
the most perfect specimen of manhood the world has 
ever known. I can fancy' His putting back the locks 
from His brow, and saying, "Mary, you can see the 
marks of the thorns. It ils I." 

W,e lay.them in the grave, we lose them for a l1ttle 
; while; but, if they died in Christ they will come Iback 
again by and by with perfe'ct bodies.' I think that is 
what the Bible means when it says, "Our Saviour 

Jesus Christ, who hath a:bol:ished death, and hath 
bI'ought life and immortality to light thTough the gos
pel." I am glad the veil is drawn, and that the conJ 
tinent that l-ay beyond' the grave has been discovered. 
Jesus Christ tells us fhrough His VV ord that He is the 
firstfruits of them that sleep, afterward they that ar,e 
Chri,st's at His coming. So then, if we believe, and if 
we have :lost someone w:ho believ'ed, and who is gone 
to be with Christ which is far better, w,e ought to sing' 
a song of rejoicing. We ought to be very happy. 
Let us praise God., ' 

A CHRISTMAS GIFT. 
(Continued from page 4.) 

the house of preaching; certainly not the house of card 
playing, or the house of dancing, or the house of 
w'orldly foolling; but "the house of prayer". And why? 
Because 'prayer is the most important of its holy exer
cises; .that indeed which stands out as the prominent 
busiqess there. What a mighty revival. would sweep 
the churches 1£ they woke up to the fact that the plaoe 
of 'vo~ship is "the house of prayer"! \i\There prayer 
is a stranger then it ceases to be the house of God. 
But when the ibuildling is a hous'e of prayer it becomes 
the very sanctuary of God. Prayer should be the 
chi.ef at:tmct·ion for all spiritually minded -church
goers. The church tha·t does not put prayer in the 
foremost ·olf its a,ctivi,ties is making the gI'eatest of 
mistakes, and is sidetraclang the very thing whi.ch 
should -characterize its lif'e and wOl";ship. ' 

Is not this a fitting season to review our life, and to 
give ourselves afresh to Ibet.ieving prayer? Mr. Spur
geon says, HA peop~e who can pray can never be over
come, because their 'reserve forces can nev'er be ex
hausted. Go into batHe, my brother, and if you be 
vanquished with the strength you .have, praY'er 'Can 
call in another loegion, yea twenty legions of angelos, 
and the foe shall marvel tos'ee undefeated adversaries 
still holding the field. Who can stand against the 
people whose pra;yers" enlist Almighty God? "The 
Lord of Hosts i'S with us, the ,God of Jacob is our 
refuge." We -cry unt~ the Lord and He heareth us; 
He '~reaket~ throu:gh the ranks of the f'De, and giveth 
us tnumph 111 ,the day ·of battle. There'fore, "terrible 
a's an army with banne'rs" are those who wield the 
we'apon of prayer." And if we intend to wield' th:is 
weapon of prayer, we "must believe." What a treasure 
my li,ttle Christmas gift wiLl 'prove to be 1-£ this brief 
meditation which .it ha'S suggest,ed should lead the 
readers of The Gospel Witness to give believing praYeT 
its place in their life and serv,ice! 

SPLENDID INVESTMENT 

Wanted-Two thousand five hundred dollars 
($2,500.00): First mortgage on a parsonage valued 
at Four thousand 'dollars ($4,000.00). Interest at 
the rate of 6 ~ % payable semi-annually, five year 
period. Church is free of encumbrance. , 

This is, a splendid opportunity for some Christian 
man ,or woman to assist a Church in financing its 
work. For further particulars please communicate 
with Rev. W. E. Atkinson, 337 Jarvis St., Toronto 2, 
Onto . . 
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EDIT'ORIAL NOTES. 

.Two sermons are publi·shed in. this .issue because 
both have been specially asked for; and, (to confess 
to an ever-present inclination to run away from work) 
because it is ea·sier to print s'ermons than to ,,{rite 
·editorials, but, like Mark, Tapley, to earn a little 
"credit", the two sermons are an effort to a'c'commo
date the printer with earlier copy. \\T'e have yielded 
to these considerations also, because we have had 
s'c'ores of reques~s that we print two sermons a week 
instead' ·of one. As the two Sunday sermons, and the 
Thursday Bible lecture, are stenographically reported, 
it would be much eas'ier to print sermon~ and addresses 
than to write special aM:ic1es. 

This is the last issue of The Gospel Witness for 1929. 
It has. been foOr us a year of gl'eat blessing in many 
ways, but a year of heavy pull'ing financially. \\Then 
we consider how difficult denominational paper·s find. 
-it to keep going, with big organizations behind them, 

. . aneJ with much advertising, it seems to us the greater 
miracle that· we have be'en enabled to' reach almost 

. fdur hundred issues-starting with nothing and hav
ing nothing: God has raised up many friends for the 
paper all over ·the ,world, for whilch we are most thank
fuL But we "Still labQur under heavy burdens. Gifts 
of 1;hoOusandls would .not be wasted, and the smallest 
gilft appreciated. 

This paper ve'ry earnestly' wishes its reader·s a 
Happy New Year: V-.re feel that our readers are not 

like ordinary. subscribers !to a paper. They are mem
bers of our Gospel Witness family. We pray that every 
one may enjoy the blessing of the Lord which maketh 
rich and addleth no s'orrow thereto. 

In l'esponse to several enquiries, we have to report 
. that T/~e Gospel Witness has received nO' communicatiQn 
frQm Mr.' Gideon Grant, K.C., !?,ince February 6th, 
1926. 

The Union Gospel 'Witness is omitted frof!1 this 
issue because the ·-copy has been delayed in the mail 
aJl1d this paper must go to press a little' earlier 'this 
week because Christma·s Day falls: on' the day on which 
copy is usually prepared. 

At Jarvis St. Church on Sunday, six were baptized 
at the evening serv.ice. The attendance at School was 
ten. or fifteen beloOw thirteen hundred, whkh was very 
gOQd considering the "Se3:son and the weather . 

Members and friends Qf Jarvis St. living in Toronto 
are reminded of thr:ee very important s·ervices next 
week. Watch-night service, Tuesday, 10 p.m. till. mid
night; the great New Year.'s morning serv.ice, Wed
nesday, 10 a.m.-until, well, the benediction; and the 
service of praiS'e led by Mr. W., J. Hutchinson, and 
choir of 175 Yoices, New Year's night, 8 o'clock. Hun
d'reds . are uS'ually turned away from these services. 
Come early. 

SUBSCRIBE TO .. DAY 
for nThe Gospel Witness" for yourself and friends. Sent postpaid for 52 weeks 
to any place in the world for _2.00. 

THE GOSPEL WI1.NESS, 

130 Gerrard Street East, 
Toronto, Ont., Can. 

Use blank below. . ::,,: :. '. '. '.. ~. ~ .. ~ 
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Baptist li~le Unila Lessla Leaf the <;onsequence of it. The necessaty for Diotrephes is fo.und~ prating against the 
it s'hould also J.'IeCeive due emphasis. apostle John wi,th mbloicious woords (v. 

Vol. V No.1. (c) Faithfulness in Service, 
(vs. 5-8). 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, Editor. 

10). Weare not ,told what he ,said, and: 
conjectures hav~ been ·made a's to the 
reas·on fQr his. oppo·sitio'lll; but we are 

Lesson 2 
Further commendation is given Ga.ius not surpnsed at ,such a man~festation 

January 12th, 1930. in this section in reference to his faith- for a s·pirit of this kind iSi na.turally an
First Quarter. ful service. .He ihad performed faith- ta.gonis.tic to alI who disopute itSt author

fully the oSIe'rVlce rendered th~ brethren ity. Evil ·speaking is used by such a 
and .st~angers, (v. 5), refernng to the person to diepreciate tn the estimation of 
helop. 'gIven ~o the Lord's servants who' others. the one whom he di-sJ.ilre5o tha-t 
w~re. travelhng from pl'a-ce to. place on thus he might 'bol~teor up his 'Sielf-a.p
:nll~lOnary p~npO&eS. . Such faIthfulness· pointed authority. It is ·a pitY' so many 
'had been testifi.~d :t:o In the cl!.U'r~h, and pe'ople are weak enough to lisoten to sucIi 
encowagement IS ,gIven to a continuance malicious story tellillg. 

DIOTREPHES' USURPATION. 

Lesson Text; III John. 
Golden Text. "Beloud. follow not that 

which is evil, but that' which is good. 
He that doeth good is of God: but he 
that doeth evil hath not .seen God" 
v.ll. 

1. GAlUS, (vs. 1-8) 

(a) Introduction. 
T·his epistle like .the former two of 

the 's-ame name was' WTitten by the apo,s
tIe John. The recipient of the letter is 
named Ga.ius" but of his identity :we can
no.t be I certain IllS there are several of 
the s'arne, :name mentioned' in Scnipture. 
Tha.t ihe was' a P!!rson of high spiritual 
cha<ra-cter and 'greatly beloved by the 
apostle is made clear in the oreference to 
him, and ,by the 'affectionate terms used 
in addressing him. \ 

(b) Walking in the Truth,. 
(vs. 1-4). 

of the good work (v. 6); especially in 
view 'of the fact tha.t the beneficiaries 
had gone forth "for his name's sake, tak
ing no.thing of the Gentiles" (v. 7). But 
for ·some re·ason they refrained f,rom do
ing 'So. Note the faith and devotion 'Of 
such persons in leaving 'all for the Lord's 
'sake, the·ir full surrender unto His will, 
and their entire s.epa;ration unto Him for 
the carr~ng out of His purpose. Suer. 
persons the ap·OSot:le commends unto 
Gaius, .stating, "We, there10re, ought to 
rece,ive 'such, that we mi,ght be fellow
helpe-rs to the truth" (v. 8): We cannot 
all ,go to .heathen lands, ·or even take an 
actiVle part in the work of the Lord in 
the homeland; but to the measure of our 
aibility we may all be fellow-helpers In 
this ·grand and blessed wQrk. The.roe are 
many wayoi of he,lping, and the Lord' 
~ill point out our way, Note furtheT 
the necessity for faithfulness in all lcinds 
of service, the unity ·of 11'11 parts of the 
Lord's service, and the importance of 
eac_h particular phase . of it, eveOQ: the 
most ihumlile. We are all ,labourers to
gether with God.-(:1.: COT. 3:9). 

II. DIOTREPHES, (vs. 9-11). 

Three individuals are ·mentioned in the 
epistle, the fi·rst of whom is ~aiu~. To 
him the .apo.s.tle e~presses his SI·ncere 
love, stating that he loves him "in the 
truth", (v. 1), thus denoting the rea1-
ity and characler of 'his love. He then 
states a wi'soh concer:ni,ng ibis physica'} 
welfare, trustin,g that ·he may prosper 
and be ·in health, even as :hios ·soul pros
pered, (v. 2). In this we are enmght
ened concerp:ing the spiritual condition (a) Pl"ide. We now come 1lo the con~ 
of this s·aint. His soul was in a prosper- sideration of a different type of individ
ous condition. It is important that tWe uaI. Gaius was 'a ~e'1per, but Diotorephes 
keep, in" good phys.ical· condition if we was one who hindered. PossIbly he 
are to :be of the utmost usefulness to thought hiS! actions were in the ,best in
our Lord; bu,t i.t is ,of even greater im- terests of the work, and that he did 
portance that we keep an s.piritual ~on- God service, like Saul of T,arsus before' 
dition if we are to be used! at aB. Bev- his conversion (Acts 26:9). But he was 
eral things are requisdte to ,good health sadly deluded, 'like his sue;:essors b 
in both SlPheres, such as nourishin'g food these days. Of him John states he -IQv
in sufficient quantity, an abundant sup- eth ,to have the pre-em,inence" (v. 9). In 
ply of, clear water, a reaoSOnable '&mount thiS' is manifested! his pro,ud, am,bitious 
of exeorcise, a clear 'bracing, uncontam- spirit. He was not sa.tisfied. to labouor 
anated atmosphere, and a good cOnsCi- on the s'ame leve} with others ,he must 
ence, etc. Sickness may !be brougiht on in ,be ')ooked up to, considered: and con
bo'tih sp~eres through the neglect 'Of the suIted; and hioS will must be done. So 
simple rules of life, ,therefore we ought he received not John,-referring prO'b
to be sensible and earnest an our m'an- ably to. the apostle's .Jetters and! .repre
ner of Hfe; then we shall enjoy better sentatives. The spiorit .manifested by 
health 'and lin the spiritual. realm at least this individu.al is entirely' CDntraory to 
we shall have the abundant li:tle, . (John that seen in the true ser:vant of God', 
10:10). A further testimony to the whQ exhibits real humiUtYi of character 
healthy spiritual 'state of Gaius is ,given (I Peter 5:5). Pride and ,selfish ambi
in the s'tatement that the tru,th :was in tion aore of the old na'tuire, and should 
him and that he wa.s walkin'g in it, Wlhich no.t ,be manifest in, any Christian. life, 
gave real joy to th,e 'apostle, (vs. 3, 4). for the old! self .Slhould be crenied (Ma.tt. 
It should be noted that one cannot walk 16:24); anrl! reckoned d'ead (Rom. 6:11). 
in the truth uniess possessed by it. It The new 'JlJ!!;ture PUi-EO Christ fi'1.1St (Cot 
is the truth within which govern~ the 1 :17, 18); s~eks nothing for itself (JE'!. 
life without, and 'Our J.ord' is the Truth., 45:5); and. IS conte!!t to' ta:k«; the l?wlI
(John 14:6). Therefore, unless one is a est p~ac~ If only t.l}e. Lord -IS glorIfied. 
saved person he cannot live the Chris- I _EM'phaslz~' ~he neces'slty for real consc
ilian life and foH<YW Jesus Chor,ist. Ex- eration of hfe to God. 

I planaotiQn ·may be made of the nature of (b) Evil-speaking. The ,proud self-
such a walk, with its sU:lTendered: 'Will seeker is ·S/Ure sooneor or la:ter to be found 
and obedience to God, and of the blessed- ind'ing fault, and saying ev:il things 
nes·s, persQnal and upon others which i·s about ·the true servant of God, 80S here 

(c )'. Usurpation. A:furth:ea.- oaoSpeCIb 'Of 
,the c:haracter of t'his dwrch hoss is :Seen 
in! hl:s 'action ragadi!lJSlt otihoe friends. of one Ih.oe 
dwlikes. J·O'hllll sa.oys., "Neilthell." does Ihie ihoim
self receive the bret~n, and fOl'lbiddle.th 
them that would and casteth them O'ut 
of the church" (v. 16). To gain his end 
and as&ert his will he 'goes ,the length 
of excommunica-ting pt:ople; proba.bly a·s 
the d'omina'nt man in the chure-h, lllOSt 
of the people would. be under his influ
ence, and ·wo.uld 'act in accordance wi'tih 
his desires. NQ \Vonder John! says, 
"wherefore if I come I will remember his 
deeds which .he . doeth". Sucih a per,son 
required to be .dd'sciplined. Many a 
church is held in bondage because of 
some Diotrephes within it, who because 
of his wealth and! position has 'ga.ineid' the 
pre-eminence, and' by his wilful ways 
hinders ,blessing, drive's people from the 
church, and keeps' l.ht' ,people quiescent . 
by the ,threat of the removal of his fi
nancia:l support. Cil'olrches shouldl assert 
their independence p! all such and act 
fearlessly in aU mattet!s as othe Tfoly 
Spirit leads, depending upon ,God for 
temporal ble'ssing as fOT spiritual; thus 
following good a·ndJ mt evi,l, (v. 11). Note 
the evils Qf church bos'si'S'Ill, the 'way 1;0 
deal with ,the disease and: the necessity 
for the church puttlllg 'God before man. 

.II. DEMETRIUS, (v. 12-1~). 

Demetrius, the third ,person mentioned 
is ilfter the tyPe of Gaius and! not that 
of Diotrephes. It is 'a matter of grati
tude to God that thel·c are more good per
SOJlJs' than bad in th .• church. The bad are 
conspicuous because tl.ey are among the 
good. Of Deme'trius, .J ohn states he had 
a g,ood report of al~ of the ·truth i-'tsel!f, 
and of John himse'lf. a threefold! testi
mony to the character of his Christian 
eXiperience. It would appear. that ·all 
who came in contact with this saint were 
convdnced of the reality of his Christian 
profession. He poa,:essed what he pro
fessed. Too much emphasis ca.nnlOot ·be . 
laid upon the neces.;ity for a cOOlosistent 
Christian testimoni, for even· the wo,rlid 
knows a real Christian when it meets 
him. The c10sing "~rSE!'S are taken up 
with personal matters, mention~ng an 
inte'nOOd' visit and conveying ,greeting. 
UndeJ."lyin'g them there is the thought of 
;sweet fellowship, of a particular kind. 
"Greet the friend's '>y name" J 000 ore
quests, de.noting the warm. persoonoal char
ac,tler of the greetin.g. In lesSiO'JlJS from 
the whole epistle note the necessity :fuor 
caorefulillE!'Ss of conL.uct in ,the chare-h; 
alISO the fa-ct that w(' Me remembered 
by what we have dlroe. 
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