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fhe universal observance of Christmas is a testi- Bible is a letter from Heavtn, a Christmas message 
mony toO the hiSltof'ic fact of the birth of Jesus, the , from the Skies. 
Son of Mary. Th.ere is no more thoroughly attes~ed , Moreover, the virgin birth is the' foundation' of' the 
fact of history thari that "Jesus was born in Bethlehem '. truth of the Deity.of Christ. He is both :human and 

, of Judaea in the days of Herod die king". He Himself divine, the Son' of man and the Son' of God. Th·is 
in His later life declared that the Old Testament Scrip- ,gives speci~l value both tp His life and to' His' death. 
tures, were fulfilled in Him. Matthew and Luke, who' . In the light of the. virgin birth we.can understand how 
record the cir-cumstances of His birth, draw a picture Christ could pay the penalty of a world's sjn, and how 
unique in all human ,history. Matthew says: "Now . His preCious blood can wash:all sins away. 
all this wa~ done, that it might be ful~lled which was The virgin birth also estabLishes ·the prindp'le of 
spoken of the Lord by the ,prophe~,. saying, Behold, a divine interposition in human affair's. It rings the 
virgjn shall be with child, and' shall :bring forth a son, . death knell of any mechanistic t·heory of the ·universe. 
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being At one point a·t least God has interfered 'with the 
interpreted is, God with us." Liuke is equally clear in ordinary course of nature, since a child was born as 
his statement of the virgin birth of Jesus, as appears ,the result of other than natura~ genera·tion. The 
from these words, "The Holy Ghost shall come upon child's dream O'f Santa Claus' coming down toe chim­
thee', 'and the power of the Highest shaH overshadow ney laden ,with .good things is not half so wonderful 
thee: therefore 'als'o that holy thing w'hich shall be' as the historic fact that God' came down from heaven. 

.. born of thee shall.lj"e -called the Son of God." to take up his abode among men,. , ' 
While Mark ~nd' John do not spe~ifically, and in so Tlhe vi'l"gin birth may be said also,to 'be the corner- " 

many words, state tha1: Jesus was virgin-born, their . stone of supernaturalism in reLigion. "No miracle, 
gospels everywhere assume it. 'We are therefore COPl- either: of the .old or of the New restament, is incred­
pe1led to accept the truth of the virgin birth of Christ ible if the virgin birth be a fact. The tr-uth of the 
if we accept the Bible as the inspired and infa;llible Virgin Birth, is not more staggering. ,to :the reason of 
Word of God.' Ids not possible logically to reject the the natural man than' is the £.a<;t of thetesurrection. 
truth of the virgin birth of Chris,t without impugning If the Virgin Birth, be true, there, ,can ,be, no good 
the divine authority of the whole Bible. Evangelicals, reason for qQestioning the resurrection. ' 
however, the world over receive this truth with glad- It may'also he said that the Virg;n, Birth hoId's. 
ness, and rejoice in the fact that we have a Saviour promise of a new life to everyone of us;" by the power 
who is really the 'SO'n ot man, and, 'at the same time, of the I:Ioly Ghost Christ "may be ·forrped in us' 'the 
the Son of God; Who was born of a human. mother, hop~ o~ glory". . T~e spiritual ge~~.r~tio,n of Jesus 
but had no human father ; and Who came into this 'Christ. IS th~ mIghtIes), argument ,for: t;'egeneration.' 
world as no other' person ~n'tered i.t since the worHi The bIrth of Bethlehem s Babe promilies ,the pO'ssi­
began. bility to ,all of us that we, by spiritual pow~'r, ,may be 

born "not of 'blo'od, nor of the, will of the flesh; nor of 
At this Ch'l"istmas' season therefore we do well to the will of man" but of God". 

reflect a little upon the i,mplications of this great truth. In 'short, the supematuralism of. the Virgin Birth 
The virgin birth of Jesus affords a verification of the attests the supernaturalism of the Cht:istian revelation 

Scriptures, not only pecause it was itself'a fulfilment. and of all ·Christian expel'ience. The 'birth that .was 
of prophecy, but because it attests the divine char-' heralded by a star; acclaimed by heavenly choirs and 
acter, and hence the infallibility of the One Who cer- welcomed by wise men from. the East, may w~ll be 
tified, the infallibility, of the Old Testament and celebrated as the greatest event in t~e history : of- the 
promised the New. The ,virgin birth· proves Jtha·t the race. 
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By Dr. T. I. Stockley, Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

At this season of the year we are carried in thought the present Church of the Nat~vity. It is thirty-three 
t.o Bethlehem, the birthplace of J esUiS our Saviour. feet by eleven feet encased now with· Italian ma:rhle, 
Bethle'hem teems· with biblical associations. From with sixteen lamps hung up over the silver ·star on the 
J erusa:lem the jou'rney is only six miles south. Bethle- floor, 'around which is the inscription: "Mic de virgine 
hem stand,s on an elongated hUI which is well cult i- Maria J es.us '~hristus natus est," that is, "Here Jesus 
vated i'n terraces around the sides, and with fertile Christ was born .of the Virgin Mary." Oyer the place 
cor:n fields in the valley' below. On the terraces vines of the ,manger are the words, "Pleace to men of good 
and fig trees are numerous. When it was our privilege wilt" And when I visited the cave, a Mohammedan 
to visit Bethlehem we approached it not from Jerusalem soldier was kept there all the time to keep the wO'rship­
but. from Mar Saba, a 'convent situated in the midst of pers belonging· to three sections of the "church" ~n 
scenery grand and wild, utter.ly barren and desolate. . order! Alas, for the irony of the scene! The tradition 
This convent is one of the most weird places in the that this was the birthplace ·of the Child Jesus can be 
wodd, and it is almost difficult to distinguish it from ·traced almost up to ,the time of th.e death of the .A!postle 
the natural rock upon which it is built. It is h.ere we John: Dr. Thompson 'says', "It is not imj!lossible, to 
suppose that Stephen the Sabite composed the well- say the least~ that the apartment in which our Saviour 
known hymn, "Art thou weaory, art thou languid'?" was' born was in fa:ct a cave. I have seen many such, 
F'rom Mar Saba it was about three hours' journey on consisting of one or more rooms in front of, and 1n­
horseback westward. The narrow path lies over hill eluding a cave where the cattle were kept." This looks 
and dale, and affords fine views' at diffeorent points, the more Hoke the fact than Dr.·Smith's ~uggestion, because 
Dead Sea back on the left hand, and Jerusa:1em away i Matthew speaks of a "house." P~rhaps, then, Jesus 
on the right; then there were patches of riche&'t green, . was' a cave-born ·child. At any rate, his birth was 
and slopes covered with flower·s: the deep reef Ane- . marked with extreme lowliness. . 
l11ones, Bluebells; and the pretty White Sta·r of Bethle- He Wa's also the Holy :Child. There ~a:s something 
hem, and many others. The whole district here altogether unique in Him, for be£o·re He was born He 
abounds with biblical,associations. All a:long the way . was called, "that Holy Thing." There was no stain of 
we eouId 110t but think O'f Ruth and Boaz, of David sin upon Him. His heart was purer than the newly 
and' his daring defence 'of his father's sheep, and more faJlen snow; it wa.s whiter than the whitest lily. There 
than all the shepherd!!? watching their own flocks, of was no hereditary taint whatever. And so must it be, 
the appearance Qf ·the ange:l, and: his glorious message, for He was the Lamb of God, and the Lamb could not 
and then of the multitudes qf the heavenly. host prais- take away sin if there was' any 'taint' of sin in him: hel 
ing ~od and saying,. "Glory to God in the highest, and . must be spotless, .and without blemish. The clear 
on earth peace, .good win toward' men." white beam. of unmingled truth daily streamed from 
Bethlehe~ (-the house-of-bread) stands out boldly on that life of radiant purity .. Our children are often 

the lofty ridge.Tohe houses have a substantial appea,r- naughty: th'ey display bad temper and -selfishness, and 
ance; while the. CHurch of the Nativity, and the three license. They·sometimes carry wicked~looks, and utter 
adjoining convents representing the Latin, Greek, and wicked words. All of which tells of a wicked heart 
Armenian churches" are fortress-like build~ngs. On within. Hut in the Child Jesus ther·e was no sin. And 
entering the town much of the glamour fades away, so He was a .supremely happy Child. 1\ naughty CJhild 
for ,the streets are narl'ow, steep, slippery, and by no is anything but happy. Jesus, as a Child, was tempted 
means' clean, while many of the houses· are very poor in all points as other children are, perhaps more than 
and wretched'. . The' population of some four or five others, but He was always "separate from sin." . Where 
thousand people are noted for their ruddy beauty, and the first Adam failed, Jesus, the last Adam, tri,ump'hed.· 
the ohildreri were certainly the healthiest and the W:hen the Father. at dur L'ord's baptism'said, "This is 
brightest--lcioking young folks whom we had then seen my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased," He 

, in the Holy. Land. The people are sturdy, hard, and . looked back with infinite love and delight over the 
fearless. They seem ever to have been of this type, . days, of the beautiful boyhood of Jeslls as well as on 
for in the old days, with Philistines Qn the west, and HiS' later days. 
Ara·b robbers on the east, andl with bears and lions in He was' also the incomparable ,Child. He was truly 
the wild wadies, they were trained to brave every kind matchless. There never was one like Him: a true 
of danger, and to fight every kind of antagonist. David Child·, and yet so absolutely different from all others. 
belonged to. such ;lion-like men. . He stood alone in HiS'undimmed! faith in the Heavenly 

Was the Child Jesus'a cave-born Child? We cannot Father, in the purity and wa~mth of His love, in His 
be su·re .. Dr. David Smith says, "An inn or caravan- radiant and contagious joy, in the deep calm which 
.serai was~a.rude structure consisting of an open court was never upset by any circumstances, in His unfail­
yal'd' for phe beasts, with a raised platform along the ing patience, which must have been a. constant wonder 
'walls roofed over and divided into compartments to His mother, in His beautiful gentleness which eouid 
-wher~ travelers lodg,ed." As all these compartments never hurt any thing, nor callse pain to anyone whom 
were full,. he thinks Jesus was born in. the court yard, He touched, in His great goodness, which led everyone 
:ahd that there. Mary. laid Him in a manger. Bitt the to -see what goodness is like when it shines ,in a child, 
great centre of :attra~tion .i~ Bethl~hem is what is in His faithfulness in all the smaller or greater duties 
.called the Chapel of the NatiVIty. It IS a cave beneath (Continued on page 12.) 
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SPEED AND 'PERSPECTIVE 
At first .blush, speed and perspective may n~t seem 

to be very closely related, and yet when one recalls 
his obS'ervations motoring· over long stret~hes' of 
straight highway he will recognize there is a close 
connection. Many of life's values can be correctly 
apprais~d only as they are viewed perspectively. This 
is true in a s'ense of the seeds we plant' in, our gardens. 
Most of. them seem to be insignificant, and resemble 
each other especially ip their unattractiveness. But 
se.en in a summer's perspective, or in th€f perspective 
of several years, they are as different from each other 
as a giant oak which requires the freedom of the forest. 

· for its unfolding, and a lily which may reach its mll;­
turity in a pot on the parlour table. 

Principles are like seeds: they may seem to be sman 
and unimportant; but when viewed perspectively they 
may be se'en to be as'd'ifferent .from each other as east 
'from west, or good ffoom evil, or l'ight .from darkness, 

· or life' f~om . death; or heaven from hell. . 

It is' ititeresting to l>ook from the rear of a: train on 
the labyrinth 'of tracks when leaving some great 
metropolitan railway station. The track-way may be 
acres in' width, and when the flange of the engine 
wheel takes the frog, an:d the train is slightly deflected 
from the, course it has been taking,. it s'eems' for a few 
moment~ as though the train were b~irig transferred 
only to· another track ·running parallel with the on'e 
along which it has been :proceeding. But as the 
train gathers speed, a careful observer will discover 
that before long the train' is tra~el1ing perhaps at right 

· angles with the direction"·from which it started" arid 
is' headed for a destination thousands 0"£ miles removed 
from that it would have reached had it pursued the 
· course' along which it was headed when it pulled' out 
from the station. 

There are many people who fail to see the far­
reaching effect in matter:s of principle of taking the 
frog in the tra·ck :with the flanged wheel. If one shou1d 
study the: present-day ecclesiastical organizations, the 
various branches of so-called Protestantism,-in Eng­
land, for instance, the different branches of Methodism 
and Rres'byterianism and the Establishe'd Church; in 
Canada, the Ariglican Communion, the United, Ohurch, 
the Presbyterian Church; in the'United Stat'es, Meth­
o(Hsm and Presbyterianism, north and ,south, the 
Northern Baptist Convention, the Southern Baptist 
Convention; the Baptist Convention of Ontario arid 
Quebec in Canada; ,in England, the' Baptist Union; 
and perhaps the strangest of all religious inventions on 
earth, the ·Baptis·t Union of Wes'tern Canada, and com­
pare any or all of these with the simplicity of the New 
Testament churches, no candid investigator could 
eSl;ape the conclusion that thes'e e'ccles.iastical organ­
izations are travelling in a 'very different direction 
from that of the churches of the New Testament of 
the apostolic age. ' 

Yet not one of t-P:ese organizations deliberately set 
. aside and repudiated the principle~ 'of the New Testa­

ment. They probably began by permitting themselves 
to 'Q.e directed by conside,rations of expediency in mat­
ters which seemed to be of minor importance, little 
d:reaming that ~hey were taking the frog in the line 

which would 'ultimately set them completely at vari­
a,nce?with the whole New Testament programme. 

A, man sits in his. well-appointed home, boasting of 
his freedom moderately to indulge in a:lcoho'Iic :liquors ' 
under "Government Control"; and perhaps' gently 
remonstrates with a guest who ,is a' total abstainer, \ 
pleasantly demanding thafhis guesf should show him 
what possible injury his, moderate indu,gence cquld do 
to anyone. But if ·,the.guest could see persp'ectively he 
migh,t be ahle to show the "moderate drinker" his own 
son IDeing laid in a pauper's grave, the victim of alco­
hqIism, twenty or twenty-five years ahead. 

\i\Then Jeroboam substituted expediency for prin­
ciple, and set up calves of gold in Dan and in Bethel, 
to obviate the necessi,ty ·of the tribes, going up to 
Jerusalem, no doubt he prided himself that he was, 
politically,: very shrewd. ,He may, have called his 
artifice a piece of genuine, religious, statesmanship; 
but when the principle of idolatry had' borne its f.ull 
fruit, and the nation was carried away into Assyria, 
and its land left desolate, the (ull significance 0.£ that 
departure from p'rinciple fottnd utterance in the 
prophet's pathetic cry, "Thy ·calf, 0 Samaria, hath 
cast thee off." . ' 

In the :Baptist Convention of Ontar.io and Quebec 
many people have formed their judgments without I 

. regard to' perspective values. Some would say that 
the criticisms launched by this paper against Mc­
Master University have had to do merely with certain 
",theories" of inspiration, and with certain "theories" 
of the Atonement; and that disagreement respecting 
these alleged "theories" was of less importance than 

~ co-operation in support of the denominational budget; 
therefore let us ,have done with all discussion of these 
differences, and take up the collection! ' 

We have nev'er been more convinced than we are 
at ,this moment that the denominational train, 'so far 
as 'the Baptist Co.nvention of Ontario and Quebec is 
concerned, has crossed the frog in the. track. They 
have left the track of supernaturalism and a clear wit­
ness to the foundation truths of evangelical 'Christian­
ity,-not ,to turn right-about-face and become anti­
supernaturalists, but to cross track after track, ever 
bea·ring away in ,a direction diametrically opposed to 
the principles of New Testament Christianity. 

Of cours·e, there are many people who do not know 
,this, 'and will not believe it. How can a man know 
where he is going when he rides' in a sleeping-car.? 
W e dre~\r the blind ,in the sleeping-car called "Wal­
mer Road" a week or so ago, and showed that it· was 
coupled 'to a train that was makiti.'g rapid· progress on 
an ant¥-scriptural, anti-evangelical, track. 

An incident occurred recently in another sleeping- . 
car coupled to the same train, and ,travelling the same . 
track. The other car is named "Yorkminster". That 
·ca·r is equipped w,ith the newest sort of shock­
absorbers, guaranteed to prevent any sor.t of jolt that 
cou}.d disturb ,the slumber even of the lightest sleeper. 
But the other day the voice of one who bore the 
significant name of Barker was heard in "Yorkminster" 
~nly last Sunday, in fact. This man Ba1."ker in his 
Hberalistic sleep snored so loudly tha~ one of' the 
sleepers actually called out in meeting-=-rather a n:tild 
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prDtest, we judge, but still a protest. The cDnductDr 
Df the car, (usually called the minister) to. aVDid wak­
ing up ,the Dther 'Sleepers, speed'ily prDnDunced the 
benedictiDn. Barker ceased his snDring, and the pas-
sengers, each in his separate berth, slept Dn! • 

Travelling Dn a certain line in the United States,­
and in a Pullman sle'eping-car, by the way-we fDund 
Dne Df Dur fellDw-pas,sengers was' a IDcDmDtive engineer 
who. had been to CalifDrnia fDr a vacatiDn. At Dne 
pDint the train s'eemed to. roc~ vi'Dlently, and had' it 
been night-time, it se'emed' to. us the mDtiDn ·of the 
train must have awakened everybDdy. We remarked 

to. this experienced trainman, "This is rather a rDugh 
rDa:d, is it not?" "Oh nD", the engineer said, ".we are 
travelLing just nDW at a mighty [a:st rate." The Bap­
tist CDnvention train, carrying the cars: "Walmer" 
and "YDrkminster", and many others, is just nDW 
"travelling at a mighty fast rate". It will nDt be long, 
at their present speed, befDre' thDusand's Df evangelical 
believers in the DId CDnventiDn will wake up to. dis­
CDver that they have left all evangelical statiDns far 
behind' them, and are headed straight' for the dreary 
and desDlate wastes of Modernism. 

Mr. Gid,eon Grant's Vain Threats 
A weeJ<: Dr so. ago.· we fDund' it necessa'ry to. refer to. 

a .threatening habit cDntracted some time ago. by Mr. 
GideDn Grant, ~.c., and which recently became qt1ite 
acute. Our readers will- remember that Mr. Grant 
wrote SDme threatening letters both to. LDndDn and 
FenelDn Falls, arguing that a judgment given in the 
case -of the HughsDn Street Church, HamiltDn, gave 
the prDperty to. certain members who DppDsed the 
church's jDining the new UniDn Df Regular Baptist 
Churches. In each case Mr. Grant generDU'sly sug­
gested- that the PastDr resign. In the case Df Mr. 

., Carew Df FenelDn Falls, Mr. Grant wrDte to. Dne Df the 
members Df the church Dffering this 'suggestiDn; in 
the case Df Mr. Mitchell, 'Df 'WDrtley RDad Church, 
LDndDn, Mr. Grant wrote to. Mr. Mitchell directly. 
~n each Df the letters Mr. Grant cited the HamiltDn 

case very much as a' highwayman might put a: pistDI 
at a man's temple cDmmanding him to.· stand and 
deliver. . 

In the article we wrDte a cDuple Df weeks ago. we 
tDDkthe pDsi,tiDn that the judgment in the HamiltDn 
case simplyamDunted to. "as YDU were". It leaves a 

( sDvereign ,church in a pDsi,tiDn to. deal with its dis­
Drderly membership" as any church has the right to. do.. 
The value of the judgm6-I].t is to. the effect that the 
Articles Df FaIth written 'into. the Tmst Deed cDnsti­
tute the standard by which prDperty fights are to. be 
determined. (A deadly judgment fDr the DId CDnven­
tiDn which has viDlated nearly every element in the 
Statement Df Faith cDntained in its Trust Deed.) 

It happens that the tentative CDnstitutiDn Df the 
UniDn Df Regular Baptist Churches included thre'e 
s'tatements Df faith, Dne of which was word fDr wDrd 
the same as the statement in the Tmst Deed Df the 
HughsDn Street prDperty; anDther was the statement 
Df belief cDntained in tlie' Trust Deed of McMaster 
Universi,ty; and the third was an amended fDrm ot', 
the Baptist Bible UniDn CDnfessiDn of Faith, which, 
in turn, is bt1t an amplificatiDn 0.:£ the New Hampshire 
CDnfes'siDn of Faith. In the printed fDrm Df the 
Tentative CDnstitutiDn Df the Union the first two. 
statements Df faith appeared on page two., and the 
third Dn page three. Bya derical errDr the letter' to. 
the members Df Hughson Street' Church named page 
"three" instead Df pages "two. and three". 

The authDrities Df the ,CDnventiDn Df Ontario. and 
Quebec behind them, three Df the Trustees Df Hugh­
SDn Street Church entered suit to. have it declared 

. that subscriptiDn, to. these additiDnal statements Df 
faith cDnstituted a departure frDm t~e Trust Deed. 
Judgment in the ·case was rendered by Mr. Justice 
Kelly, frDm which the plaintiffs, the HughsDn Street 
Church, appealed. The case was ·recently heard, and 
when the judgment Df the Appella'te Court was handed 
down, Mr. GideDn Grant seemed to. think it was SDme­
what ambiguDus, and appealed, according to. the news­
paper statements, "fDr a mDre iaclusive judgment in 
their favDur". Judgment in the case was delivered 
yesterday, December 18th. The report in The Evening 
Telegram, TDronto, Df that date, was as fDllows: 

REFUSE TO BAR ·"SHIELDSITES". 
Appeal Judges Dismiss Motion of "Modernist" Faction 

of Hamilton Church. 
In tilie action, Wodell VIS. Potter, the Second DivisiO'llal 

OouTll; in a judgment deliivere9, at Os~oode Hall to-day 
dismiJssed the mootion made the o1lher day Iby Hide<m· 

. Gra·nJt, K .. C." on-behalf of the plaintiffs, the so-called 
"modernist" portion of the cO'llgregation of Hu-ghson 
Street Baptist Church, Hamilton, asking that the judg­
ment made 'by Justice Kelly 'be made moore inclu'siw. 

In effect, W'hlllt d;he CouJr.t .0[ Appea.l was asked. to do 
WIllS to declare that the ,plaintiffs, :tm06e who are .opposed 
to the faction favO'lllling Dr. T. T. Shields, !have alone the 
'!'light to use the proper,ty.1'his the Appeal :Coul't refuses 
to do. Neitbher will the ,Court of Appeal decla!l'le that the 
.plaintiffs ere the only oones Wiho sh·aJl be permitted to 
de~mine !lJhe :religious 'Or dIe!ll'Om~natioonal relatioD!S of 
the H;u;g:hson St. OhuIooh. 

JUlSJtice Riddlell, Willo writes the judgment :liar the full 
court, saY's that, alSlSumilJl.g tlhat the defendants (the fol- • 
lowers of Dr .. Shieilds) believe ,in certain new Articles 0[ 
F1ailth, he can find notliing that P'l"0ves or even tends to 
prove tha.t the defendants do not beliew in the original , 
tenets set out in the Trust Deed.' " 

The repDrt in The Toronto Star was a little fuHer, and 
was as follows: . . 

COURT WON'T INTERFERE iN BAPTISTS' 
DISPUTE •. 

No Jurisdiction Is Finding, Regarding Fundamentalist 
and Modernist Dispute. 
HAMILTON APPEAL. 

Dismissing the appeal of the trustees .of Hugrbson St. 
Baptist ,Church, Hamilton, for ·a more inclusive judgment in ~eirfavor as against those mem:oer,s ,of 1jJb,e church 
who :fj()llowed Dr. T. T. Shields' lead in the :recept Baptist 
fundamentalI,st and ,modleTnist split., the Second Divi­
~lional Oom:!; at Osgoode Hall to-day pUJts i,tself oon record 
8'S being opposed to aIIIY court interference in the ibeliefs 
and !tenets of a religious body. 

(CDntinued Dn page 13.) o 
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~HEN HEAV~N WISHED EARTH A MERRY CHRISTMAS. 

A. S~rmon by' the Pastor, Dr. ·T. T. Shields. 

Pr'eached 111 Jarvis Street Church, ToroOnto, (Sunday Morning, December 25th, 1927. 

(StenoJ&aphieally .Reported.) 

"The -angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of :fili'e Lord shone 'l"Ou·nd about them: and 
they were sore ·afmid. .' . ' 

"And the angel said uIlYto them, Fear not: for, ibehold, I bring you good! tidings of gmeat joy, which 
shlaU be to all :peop1e."---<Lu.ke 2:9, 10. 

This text is really Heaven's Christmas message. We do 
well to wish each other a Merry Christmas~ for the Lord 
J!!SUS came into the world to make all hearts merry. 
Th,e religion of the Lord: Jesus is. desigm!d to banish 
fear and dispel the .. darknes-s, to bring in all the joy 
and gladness of the morning, When the people of 
God carry 101'lg faces" ,flnd exhibit a .gloomy and 
despondent spirit, they misrepresent the purpose of 
the Advent. Religion never was designed to make us 
gloomy and joOyless. I remember on one occasion • 
attending a funeral 'S,ervice when I had to ride with 
the undertaker, and he expressed his profound sym­
pathy with me. He thought I had the most melancholy 
of aJl callings! I.'ventured to suggest that I thoug.ht 
the u!ldertaker rather monopoliz-ed the gloom, Bu.t 

. he shook his head and said, "No, we are caned in 
when the end h:as come; but the' minister. is the com­
p'anion of those who are in s'orrow." 

I know that when the Lordi Jesus was UPoOn earth 
He was oftener caUedl to,' beds of pain to minister toO 
those who were physically ill, and comfort the broken­
hearted, than He-was invited ,to festive occasions; but 
that was because there was· then as now so much 
sorrow in the world. He came to bear our sorrows, 
to carry our griefs; He was Himself a man of sorrows, 
But He came to give us joy; and His birth was 
heralded by angels who· said to the shepherds who 
feared because of the greatness of the glory that burst 
upon them, "Fear not; for, behold, I bring yoQU good 
tid~ngs. of great joy, which shall be to all people." 

Why is the mes'sage of the birth of J esits so 'dles­
cribed? Why should this, particular birth, one of 
uncounted miI.li0 ns" be distinguished from all' other 
births? Why should the...coming of this Child into the 
world be differentiated from ev,ery other human 
advent? What is there peculiaI' and distinctive about 
Him Who ~as born at Bethlehem, that the message 
of His coming should be desC'ribed as "good tidings 
of great joy", not for a limited family circle, hut for 
"all people"? 

I. 
First of all, Jtsus CAMt iNTO Tins WORLD J"OR THE 

RtDEMPTION OF THE PAST. We observe His birth at 
the year"s end. The year is behind us; and we cannot 
wholly.forget our .yesterdays. ·Ther·e are people this 
morn~ng whose records ar"e open to public inspection'; 
whose life story has been written ~n a very public ",ay, 
and the' page is black with stains-which' everyone 
may see. There are those in the world toO-day whom. 
no Christmas present could possibly make happy'; 

• I 

even though 'you gave them millions, it would not 
drive their fears away, because they are inseparably 
joined to a Wicked past. Unless a man can 'get rid of 
hrs record" unless he can dlivorce to-day from his 
yesterdays, he must be miserable. We cannot live for 
to-day alorie, we cannot be unmindful of that which 
we have sown, and'.which, inevitably, we'must reap. 
How many hearts are darkened! How many prospects 
are doudled this morning, not because the 'Sun is 'not 
s'hining, not because their present situation lis not 
comfortable and happy, but because of yesterday! The 
thing that is written cannot he unwritten. That is the 
record 'of the ind~vidual; i,t is the record" of the race. 
And here is the miracle, that our Lord Jesus came into 
the world to unwrite the past, to blot out the record ' 
of transgressions. He came that He milght die for the 
redemption of the transgress,ions -that were under the 
first covenant. 

We-must not think of the birth of Christ as unrelated 
to His death, nor mus't we think of either as unrelated 
to the long 'purp'0se of God, conceived in the mind of 
the Eternal before the woddls were· made. The coming 
of Christ' was the fulfilment of all that the Scriptures 
had promised, and He came that He might blot out 
our past. It is most distressing to be -in debt, and to 
be unahle to overtake it, to be hounded by creditors,. 
to be always under obligation, never: to shake off the 
burden, never to be free. What matters it if a man 
is given a good meal, a comfortable fire, a luxurious 
house, for a day or two, if he cannot. get away from 
his past? 

I 'should not be surprised if there were someone here 
thi's- morning whose circumstances have bee~ difficult, 
who has been, in s'ome respects', unfortunate: Yester­
day .has brought its eritails, and the obligations of 
years gone by have accumulat~d. The one thing of 
which some people dream, and for which they long, 
is just to be free from such obligations" to have a full 
dischauge from such indebtedness. W ouId it not be 
goodl tidings for oQne who was facing bankruptcy to 
receive through the mail a communication assuring 
him the last farthing of p.is indebtedf!.ess was paid, 
that the past was blotted out, and that he may this 
morning begin with a new 'sheet, and· face the future 
without fear? Tha·t, my dear friends, i-s as much the 
message of Bethlehem as of Calvary. It was for this 
purpos.e the Lord J esu~ :came into the world.' There­
fore I 'bring you this simpfe truth thils morning: that 
we may, if we will, leave our past beneath the blood, 
and face the future from this moment ais-s-ured that we 
are acquitted, that our obligations are discharged" and , 
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that we have abs·olutely nothing to fear. Is not that 
"good tidijngs"? Ought it not to bring us great j'Oy? 

It is useless for me to 'speak of the present, or the 
future, without a recognition of the significance of the . 
past. I know v,ery well v}:loat that j's a commonplace, 
for every man and! every woman must know that it is 
imp'Ossible to separate life- into fragments of time, and 
live .for one day in forgetfulness of days that are past. 
Life is a strange unity, and the past and the present 
and. the futur:e are one. A man is to-day what· he i's 
because of 'his yesterday, and' he will be to-morrow 
that which he is in the making to-day; and unless we 
hav,e a salvation that goes back to the beginning of 
things, that touches eternity, we have nq "good tid­
ings", we cannot have a message of "great joy". But 
I invite you thijs morning to r'eceive this Christinas 
gift in the presence of God, and from the hand of God: 
the cancellation, the absolute ,cancellation, of every 
legal' obligation, the b.lotting out in God'·s bo'ok of 
everything written against you, 'by vir.tue, not alone 
of the birth of Christ, of course, but by virtue of His 
death and resurrection as well. ' 

II. 
Then there is another thing. Here is A PRESENT JOY, 

FOR THE ,HEAV,:£NS ARE OPENED AND IT IS OUR HUMAN 
PRIVILEGE TO HOLD COMMERCE WITH TH~ SKIES. How 
'Often I have met with parents who have told me 'Of 
the passing out Of their life of some of their children! 
They havecros'sed the sea, they have gone to another 
country, an unknown ,country, and no mes'sage has 
come back. The weary years drag on, and father or 
mother does not know whether the lost son is living 
or dead. No mess'age has come back, there has been a 
complete interruption of all communication, and the 
lost one is as truly dead as if he were actuaolly buried. 
What do we know about heaven? What do we know 
about Hie future lif.e? vVhat 'assurance have we that 

. it i,s possible for men to communicate with God? 
I remember how the world was thrilled twenty~five 

years ago or more when the first electric signals were 
transmitted, without wires' ac1"OSS' the Atlantic. Mar­
coni 'had' his theory, he had experimented long; at 
last he establisaed his station and operated ·his instru­
ments, and withollot wires, through boundles,s space, 
these electric flashesl were pr:ojected, and were recorded . 
on the other side of the globe. It was considered a 
very wonderful thing. The tdephone in its begrnning 
was looked upon as somewhat. of a 4>y. Even wise 
men laughed. at it, mocked at .the idea that it ever 
would become a useful" instrument. The idea of its 
being a part of every business concern, and of almost 
every household, was utterly undreamed of. And then 
what wonders we have witnessed in more recent days 

. when not only electric signals, but actually the human 
voice, has' been transmitted over thousandoS of miles 
without any but natura'l media of communication. Bu~ 
oh, what a day that was when communication was 
esta1:ilished, not between continents, not from con­
tinent to continent, or from home to home, but when 
communication was definitely established between 
earth and heaven! . 
- That was a great dr:eam which Jacob had when he 
went 'away from home, and in hi'S loneliness under a 
sense of his brother's displeasure---:-~rtd I doubt not 
with a g~il'ty cons'cience b~s.jde-he lay down to sleep. 

How ma'rvellous it ~as that' in his dreams h'e saw a 
ladder set up upon earth, whose top reached to heaven. 
That was not the first time men had dreamed of such 
communication, for long before the Babel builders 
said, "Go to, let us' build us a city and a tower, whose 
top may reach unto heaven." That had been man's 
dream, the building of something upon ,earth that 
would lift men up to heaven. But it had always re­
sulted in Ba;bylon, always had it com'e to failure and 
confusion. There was no real communication estab­
lished between earth and heav,en from the earthward 
side until the angel said, "Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings 'of great 'joy." Heaven and 
earth are married, a means: of communication with the 
skies has b~en opened, and. now ,it is possib'le f.or man 
to hold commerce with Heaven. 

III. 
The children have been looking for Santa Claus. 

Some people seem to be afraid .that we may do the' 
chiI'dren harm by nursing that littl'e fiction. Yet, my 
dear frien,d'S', it is perfectly natural. It is only the' 
outward view df the great, p~inciple that Someone did 
come down from heaven, and br;ing all the wealth of 
heaven with Him-and He is with us stilt Good 
tidings of great joy! How would you like to have a 
real Santa Claus'? I confess, and I am not ashamed 
to confess it either, that that w.as a wonderful hour to 
me of an early Christmas morning. when those W011-

derful ,things were put at the foot of my bed. 'I did 
not know how, there was 'm'llgic about it somewher~. 
I went to sJ.eep and there was'nothing there; I wakened 
up and it was there. There was no doubt about it, it 
was there. And I WM all the 'richer because it had 
come. It would have been useles's to .hav,e 'giv,en me 
money enough to buy ten times as much as there wfls 
put in that st!Jcking-money could not buy it! It all 
came in a different way, ther,e was magic about it, a 
touch of mystery about it that made it very wonderful. 
I woulod not like to tell you how old I was when I 
ceased to hang up my stocking! I believe I would 
do it to-day if there was anyone t~ put anything in it. 
But alas! alas;! my Santa Claus has gone to heaven 
himself! Those happy days' of childhood, after a'H, 
wer'e full of go09 cheer; and there' is something wrong 
with the man who d'oes not ent,er into it, something out 
of joint somewhere. I us'ed :too think that the day after, 
Christmas was the dullest and deadest day of 'all the 
year. No-it was not becaus:e I had had too much 
dinner Christma'S Day! It 'was because the next 
Christmas ~ay with all i,ts gladness and joy was so 
far away. Just three hundred and sixty-four da,ys we 
had to wait for another one! . 

But how would you like to have' Santa Claus-we 
used to ca!I'l him in the land fr,om which' I came, Father 
Christmas, you English people know that; but no 
matter what" you call him, he came 'so~ehow-but how 
would you like to have him come every morning? 
How would you l'ike to have Santa Claus come and 
live with you? Oh', I wonder if Y01.1 will understand 
me when I say that the Christmas message is this,_ 
that you may hang up your stocking every night? 
That is what it means. It means that there is Some­
one Who comes into this 'impoverished lif.e of ours 
and we open our eyes upon 'a new day. His mercies 
are new every morning, and FIe never fails. 'Why is 

I 

, I 
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it that we go mourning? \iVhy is it we are so often 
poor when we ought to be ri·ch? Why is it that we 
go hungry when we ought to be living at the King's 
banqueting' table? "Fear not: for, beho'ld, I bring 
you goO'd tidings of great joy." . He ·did not come 
merely to be· bo.rn in a manger, and then by and by 
pas:s 'out of our lives: He came to abide with us. 

What of the angel-s? "Are they not all·ministering· 
spirits, sent forth to minister for th~m who s~'all 'be 
heirs of salvation?" Hang your stocking up again, 
my friends. Hang it up in faith, and close your eyes 

. every nightfall in the confidence that God'·s angel wil'l 
watch you while you sleep, and will meet you in. the 
morning. He Who is infinitely wealthy will see to' it 
that we shall not 'lack any good thing, but will daily 
load us with benefits. . . 

A man came to me i'n the vestry a few ye'ars ago 
and sa~d, "May I speak to you quietly?". I sa·id, "Yes". 
He shut the door, and drew :his chair up very close' 
to mine. Putting his hand to his head he said, "You 
see, sir, that my hair is short. Do you see this suit. 
of clothes? ,I came O'ut of Kiri'gston Penitentiary on 
Friday, and 'they gave me this, and a ti·cket for To­
ronto." I forget, perhaps he had a very little money 
too, but he sa,id, "I have nothing now, I have no work, 
and nobody will have me. Can you get me work 
anywhere? I should like to teU you my story." And 
he told me his story, a sad and sordid story it wa's too. 
He Had been behind the :bars, and had just got out, 
His yesterday was covered, he had paid the penalty of 
his crime; but to-d1ay he was without hope, because, 
while legally .he was acquiotted, he knew very wen that 
people woul& shrug their ~houlders and pass him by. 

I went -to a man---'it. is years ago. now-I went to a 
man wh'O was an employer of labour. 'I said,. "Will 

'you 'do me a favour?" He repl~ed,. "I will if 'I can." 
"Will you give employment to 'a man I send to you, 
give pim a job, and never ask him a question?" "That 
is a big contract", he said. "Yes it is", I answered, 
"but some day yo·u will understand. Will you do it?" 
"Yes, I w.ill'do it." Thus I got ,the poor feUo'w a job. 
. But, my friends, that is not how -the Lord treats us 
when we; get out 'Of jail. The past ~s cancelled, and 
He does give us a new suit of clothes; but oh, it is a 
good one, it is a robe of righteousness. It will never 
wear O'ut. And not ·only that: He establishes com­
munication with Heav·e'n, and sends all His angels to 
be our servants; He promises toO ·suppl'y all our needs 
according. to . His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. I 
am only pleading for a recognition of the privilege of 
holding Christmas every day. "Good tidings of great· 

. j'oy"; yesterday cared for; all the needs of to-day 
supplied, with absolut.ely no fear for to-morrow! 

IV~ 

I'For unto you is born ,this day in the city of Dav,id 
a Saviour,. which is Christ the Lord." I am glad He, 
came as a child. Did you ever wish you could be a 
child again.? How old are you? I wil,l n'Ot ask you 
to tell me aloud! 'But have you ever wished that you 
could be'g~n life aU over again? You' would avoid a 
thousand mistakes, would you not? No, you would 
probably do the- same things over again if you had 
the same dispo,S'ition. "Make me a'child again just 
for to-night" is the cry of the world, my friends. 

T,here is not a man or woman here who has had an 
extended ,experience of life, who has not wished a 
thousand times that he or she could go 1,>ack to child­
hood's days, and begin t.if.e over aga~n. 

That is the message oOf Chr.istmas, that that is pos­
~ible. The birth of the Lord Jesus was the birth of 
a new ra€e. It promised the possibili~y of being born 
again for every o'ne of us, the same Christ bcing 
formed ,in us the hope of, gl'Ory; it pro~,ised. success 
.and victory'where erstwhile 'W~ had. been utterly, 
overwheImingly, defeated. "Good' tidings of gr.eat 
joy"; "Unto you is .born this day in the city of David'. 
a Saviour, which is Christ the L'Ord.".· .... . 

I must no longer detain you this monihig, .hut .·i:il . 
the midst of aH our gladness let us not' forg~t Him. 
At this' Christmas .season, let our hea~ts receive Him 
for what He is, the Saviour Who is Christ 'the Lord. 
.I quoted .a 'Sayj.~g the other d.ay in a certain 'place 
about ·somebody. who said that it might wen bl'! 
doubted whether it was not mis,reading to call J ~S~lS 
the .Chr.ist. I had sai.d to the people that'· tp.eY .might 
ask any question~ they liked, and somebody' rose in 
the audience and said quite savagely, "Why do yoti 
quote that out of its context?" "Well", I said, "can 
you suggest any context that would justify that?" r. 
really had not thought of it in the way that it caine 
to me 'at the moment, for just then a flood of script\.1r~s 
came··into my mind~ and I discovered that there was. 
not a page of the Bible that you co,uM believe if Jesus 
was not the Chr-ist-not one, from beginning to end.' 
"Unto you is born ,this d~y in the city of David a 
Sav.i<?ur, which is Christ the L~ord." W'ho is He? 
11heChrist, the 'Anointed One, in Whom the entire 
Old Testament revelation finds 'its fulfilment: "God, 
who at sundlry 'times and in divers manners spake in 
time; past unto the father~ by the prophets,. hath in. 
these ,Last d~ys spoken unto us by his Son." "Whom 
do men 'say that I the Son of man am?" ,"Elias." 

.... 'Jeremiah." "One of the prophets". "But wh<?m say. 
ye that I am?" "Thou .art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.'" "E-Iessoo art 'thou, Simon, Bar-j'Ona: for 

• flesh and blood, hath not reveale'd it unto' thee"~you 
cannot learn that in any school on earth, you canno,t 
learn that from any book that was everwrittt!{l-'~but 
my Father which is in heaven," "I bring you good tid­
ings of grea:t joy." I,t alw'ays comes down f.rom above; 
you cannot learn it anywHere else. "Urito,you is born 
this day . . . a Saviour." Who is He? "Chri'st the 
Lord." And so· you see the Old an<;t .the N;ew Testa­
ments are bound up together, and we :have a Saviour 
Who is none other than God Himself. Let us 'be 
happy. How' many of you d'O really rejoice in Christ? 
Let us say so. (Great volume of haHelujahs). . 

Let .us sing,-

"While ·shepherds watched their flocks by night' 
All seated on the gro~rid,. . 

Tlhe Angel of the Lord came down, 
And glory shone around'. 

I "'Fear O'ot' said he: f.or mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled' mind; 

'Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
T'O you and all mankind.· 
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" 'To you in David's town this day 
. Is ·born of David's. line,. 
A Saviour, Who is Christ the Lord!­

And this shall b~ the sign : 

" 'The heavenly Babe you there shall find 
. To human v,iew d~splay'd, 

All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
And in a manger laid.'. 

. . 
• 

"Thus spoke the seraph; and forthwith 
Appeared a shining throng 

Of angels praising God, who thus 
Addressed -their joyful song: 

"'All glory be to God on high, 
And on the earth, be peace; 

Good wiII henceforth from heav'n to men 
Begin and never cease.''' 

"THERE WAS NO ROOIM FC;>R HIM IN THE· INN". 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis Street ,t;::hurch, Toronto, Sunday Evening, Decemb~r 25th, 1927. 

(Stenographically Riepo!rted.) 

"And she brotlglht forth her firstbOO'lIl S'OiIl', anil wapoped him in sWladdJllng clothes, and laid him in 
a ,manger; because ,there was no room for thiem in: the inn."-Lu.lre 2:7. . 

"There was no room for' them -in the inn." I shaH pitality, to receive and welcome Him. God's whole 
not -labour this evening· to find som~ new thing, but programme is summed up in thi's, the t:;tbernacle of 
content myself with caHing your ~ttention 'to some God is with men, and' He will dweH with them. He 
things whioh'are perfe'ctly simple and obviol:ls, as sug- has not willed to dwell apart f1'1Om His creatures.' The 
gested by ~his text. . .' Word must yet again be tabernacled in flesh; \ve must 

receive not merely the tmth about Jesus, but we must 
receive Jesll's Ch'rist Himself. "As many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God." Stil.}" He awaits the reception of such as have 
not opened their hearts to Him._ . The Lord of glory 
condescends to our human estate, and offers to come 
in and abi,de with us. 

I. 
The first is this, THAT . STILL THE HEAVENLY VISITOR 

WAITS ON 'HUMAN HOSPITALITY. I :believe there is'not 
a -single word in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation 
that is obsolete. There is a S'ehse in which the earliest 
chapters of the Book are prophetic, and 'awai't a com­
plete fulfilment. . We are to'ld that GO(rS works were 
finished from the foundation of the world. He has 
never had to change His plans; He .has never had to 
deviate the S'lightest degree f.rom His origimil purpose. 
The story of His dealings with men is in the Book 
completely unfo-lded. Someone has said, "Historv is 
simply His story."'. Weare not asked merely to yield 
an inteflectual assent to a written record~-though that 
is vitally -impor~ant-for "'salvation m'eans vastly more 
than ·subscription to a creed. The wi·se men came 
enquiring, "'Where is he' that is born King of the 
Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are 
come to worship him." And it is written, "'iYhen 
Herod the 'king had heard these .things; he wa; 
trouhled, and aU Jerusalem with hiin." He assembled 
the chief priests and the scribes of the' people together, 
and demand~d of them where Christ should be born. 
These experts turned' to the written word,· and they 
found the story of His birth prophetically recorded j. 
they learned that He was to be born in Bethlehem of 
Judaea, because it was so written by the :prophets. 
. But although they believed the word, and yielded 
assent to the record, neither the chief priests nor the 
scribes found the young Chi~d; and though Herod 
was orthodox enough to af>ply for a scriptural state­
ment, and appa-r.ell~ly off~_red no objecNon re that 
\yhich was written, he never found his way ':to the 
young Child. And it is possill'le for us to be intellectu­
ally orthodox, and never know Christ; it is' possible 
to subscribe to the s·tatement of Scripture, to be versed 
in the letter of -the Word, and never actually receive 
Jesus Christ. But the great trQth of the gospe-l is that 
the presence of the .Lprd of glory is alway,s with us, 
!lnd it is ·still our high privilege to afford, fIim hos-

_My question to you this ·evening is, Have you cer­
tainly received'Christ? Do you know Him personally? 
Is He a character in a book? Is he ~erely. an historic 
figure belonging to a rem:6te period of history? Do 
you think 'Of Him as YoOu think of others who' have 
lived ~nd died, but who have lived worthily? Or do 
you think of Him as Someone entirely apart, Who is 
as truly alive to-day as He ever was, and Who comes 
to abide in the hearts oOf His people? Have you anv 

• consciousness of His presence? Have yO'u come t~ 
present your gifts, and bow in .. a!1oring wonder at His 
shrine? Have you been numbered among the wor­
shippers whom ,the Father seeks t,o worshjp Him, who 
worship in spirit and in truth? Dr. Stockley led us 
in thanksgiving this evening for the reality of Christ. 
He is not a ·figment 'Of the ·imagination; He is not a 
figure of antiquity: He is present with 'Us still'; He 
comes to abid'e,-l-

"Clos.er is He ·than breathing, neare·r than ha~d,s 
and feet." . -' 

Is t!la; the kind of religion you have? o~ does it con­
sist only in church membership, in religious pr·ofession 
in intellectual acceptance of a truth? Have you re~ 
ceived the P~rson 0.£ the Son of God? 

II. 
I would remind you, however, that 0.11 thi·s· occasion 

OUR" LORD' WAS EXCLUDED BECAUSE 'l'HERE WAS No 
ROOM FOR Hnv[; He was not deliberately and positively 
excluded because He was the Christ; it was not for 
that reason -that ·He· was born in a . manger : it was 
simply because-the inn was preocoupied, someone else 
had arrived' beforehand . 
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It is·true of many .lives th~t 'Christ is excluded there­
from, not because they have deliberately and definitely 
'Set themselves against religion, and against the Person 
of Christ, not becau$e-they are wiIfuHy and of set 

. purpose antagonistic toward the Holy Child. That i·s 
not why, prima·rily, our Lord has no pla,ce in the lives 
of many; nevertheless He is excluded just as surely' 
as though this were so; for He has no place wh~tever. 
There are' multitudes of professing Christians in 
whose hearts and' lives the LO'I'd of glory is not a 
factor-Ile is a kind of Sunday remembrance; but He 
is not a daily, present, Savioul' and Lord; He is shut 
out because the life is preocoupied with other matters. 

I need not for the moment stop to explain, or to 
, attempt to define, the reason for that preoccupation, 

but rather to ·conc·ern 'ourselves just' now with the 
statement 'Of the fact. In how many lives here .this 
eyening. is Jesus Christ first? To how many of us is 
He m01'e than father or mother, or wife or chi'ld or 
worldly possessions? To how many of us' is He' the 
most precious gift and poQssesslion we have? In all 
too few lives .is Jesus Christ g:iven the pre-eminence. 

We 'hear a great deal nowadays about· an "indu­
siv·e. pOilicy", but that kind of thing always issues at 
las~ in the exclu~ion of .Jesus Christ. I want to find 
the heart: and con.science of every' man and woman 
here this evening who is an avowed Christian. I do 
nt;>t know your name'. I <10 nqt· know where 
you live,' I 'am ignorant of your record; but if 
it be so that there is on'e present here this evening . 
who is not a' Christian in the sens,e that you have 
never received Chri·st, that you have· never' sur­
rendered all the interests of life to His dominance, 
toO His control, I want you to examine that this ev,en:­
ing, ~nd to enquire why. YOt} are not deliberately 
antag'onis~ic as I have suggested-your very presence 
here this ·evening proves that. You are not irreli­
gious. If 'you were, you would noQt be j:n this hous·e 
of pr.ayer. But you, ar·e not a v·ital Christian; you 
have not received the fulness of God into y,our oQwn 
heart.; He has been exduded. Why? ·Oh, it is the 
old, old story, because someone else, or something 
else, has taken His pla.ce. He has heen shut out be­
cause that which. is legit~mately His has not been 
yielded toO Him. . . 

That ~s the 'great need of the hour nowad.avs. th:~.t 
God's people give Him first .pla:ce. If . men touch 
upon divi'n~ standards at 'all, the emphasis is bid upon 
the second table of the law to the exclusion of the 
first; our duty to our neig'hbour is' exalted above our 
o})ligation' to ·God, and 'religio~l is reduced ·to a merelv 
humanitarian plane. There al:;e many who are ad­
mirable fathers, good citizens, righteous men as em­
ployers or .employees; with their outward conducf 
and' charader no fault can reasonably be .found so far 
as human judgment is concerned·; they walk ·circum­
spectly, and are to the last degree upright in all thei:r. 
relationship·s. But there is no God there, there -is no 
pla:ce for' God. \ . I. 

I wonder if you ever contrasted, for your instruc­
tion, t'he two characters, Jacob and Esau? .la,co'b, 
~o Imean, so sordid iii. many ways, so utterly selfish 
and unworthy ; and yet in spite of it all, everywhere 
in Jacob's .life you wliB find there i,s a remembrance 
of 'God; unworthy as he is, there ·is a place for God. 

. Somehow he has opened his heart to '. God, and 
through the '.pl'Ogress of. the years God com·es .in and 
takes posses'sion of him until at 'last 't'he' supplanter 
becomes a prince, and as the ~vening shadows fall 

'about him, as ·the sun of life is westering, as he ,views 
his ·strangely· complicated life in retrospec~, he, crosses 
his hands upon the heads of his grapdson's, and in 
worship and adoration of the 'God Who has heen with 
him, 'he says, "Th~ Angel. which redeem~d me from 

.. all ·evil, bless the lads". God 'had got in somehow; 
and as God came:, in everything else. w.as . driven. 
out, he' was perfect~d at last, and Imade ready)or the 
presence of God. And ,it came to pass that at even-
ing time ·i,t.was light. . 
'/But Esau was a "profane" man. He was'gener­
ous in many ways, a man VI~O was of amiable dis­
'position; I suppose around the home he was rather 
a dutiful son, for when his father wanted .savoury 
meat such as he loved, it was Esau hie e~pected to 
render him that service. But what was the outstand­
ing chara:cteristic of the life of Esau? Notwith­
standing fhe somewhat attracti've exterior, his dis­
position was just this:. he was "'profane". That word 
means noQt enclosed; the word was used 'to describe 
the land about the temple, that was outside the ·pale, 
it was li0t 'sacred, it'wasnot rt;served for God, it was 
an open thoroughfare through 'which any va'grant 
spirits might pass. Thus, there was no sacred en­
closure in Esau's -life reserved for God. He was so 
occupied with other things thnt h~ had no room for 
God; . he never bowed t~e knee in prayer, he never 
built an a;ltar, he never turned ·his eyes heavenward, 
he was of the eartll earthy, he lived bn the lower 
plane, and had no place for God. 

Oh, how ,many there a,re lik,e that to-day, essen­
Hally profane. I recall ju:';t now t'hat :one evening 
as I was coming along Gerrard Street I passed a ·cer:­
tain professor who us·eel to worship' with u.s, a' man 
of God, and I la·id my hanel on ·his shoulder amd said" 

, "Good evening, Doctor,' d·elighted you are going to 
be with us to-night". "Oh", he said, "I thought I 
wou'ld just lik~ to- come do, .. 'n and hear a little Jji~ 
about the divine side of things". I ,said, "Are ,y·ou 
sure of that, Doctor?" "Yes". he said, "I am always 

. sure of that anyway". I' replied, ."Thank, you for the 
compliment, I hope we shall never cease to deserve 
it". That is what we ought to hear aboh( here. the 
di~j,ne side of things,-the Hie that is perpendi~ularly 
related that is not lived wholly on the horJzontal 
plane, the life lived in right relationship to God,. in 
which there is room for God. . 

III. 

Have you any room f~r Him? Supposing we pause, 
a minute or' two in AN ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN AND 
DEFINJo: 'tHIS PREOCCUPATION. Why, was· it tltere was 
;10 room for them in ·the inn? Why is it, 050 oftp''I1 
there is no room for God in human lives to-day? What 
are these'things that usurp the place of God? I think 
I could gather -them al'I together ·in a two-fold c1assi­
fi,cation: some of them are legitimate, and some of 
thelm are ilIeO'itimate. Some of them-let me revers,e 
the order-a~e ·essentially evil. "Thou are of purer 
.eyes than to behold ~v~l, ~nd :canst noQt look on ini­
quity"; "If I regard lmqUlty 111 my heart, the Lord 

, , 
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~'!'l not hear me". We .may so fi'll our hearts with 
ewl, and afford a generous and willing hospitality 
to that which is contrary to the Divine' holIness, as 
to exe'lude God from the life. 

I . 

to receive the testimony of the four hundred; but it 
.\-vas impossible fOF him to believe Mi-caia'h without 
·effecting a revolution in his life; he had to turn ri!!ht 
about face .and say "No" to everything- t'O' which he 
had said, "Yes". He could not believe the counsel 
of Micaiah without first repenting. 

I need not ·enumerate the evil things which make . 
fellowship' with God impossible. Never let .it be said 
that it· was written, Thou· shalt 'call his nalme T esus : 
for he shall save his people in their sins! Never! 
"T.hou shalt caB his name Jesus: for he sh3.1ll save 
hi~ people from th~ir sins": ''''God, having raised up 
~IS Son Jesus Christ, sent Him to bless ydu by turn­
Ing away ·every I?ne of you .from his iniquities"; and 
when Jesus ChrIst comes I.n, other things have to 
.~o out, they cannot liv:e toget'her, they ·ca.nnot dwell 
111 peace together. Christ has no <concord with Belia:l . 
the temple of God has no agreement with .idoIs; and 
we are the temples of the Holy Ghost. H we re­
ceive Him, certain other things must be ·excluded: 
·on the other hand, the presence of these evil t'hi.ngs 
bars the door against Jesus ,Christ. 

Or let me put it in another way: If I were to ask 
Y<?u what it means to receive Christ, I dare say you 
would reply, "It means to believe on H.im". Yes but 
what does it mean to believe? We hea'r a great' deal 
abou:t ~elieving to;day, but very ,little about repent­
ance. 'The truth IS, you cannot believe .without re­
pentance. Repentance and faith are really two as­
pects of the saime thing. Let me give you an ex­
ample. 'You remember the story of Ahab 'and his 
four hundred prophets? W'hen Aha'b had set his 
heart up~n. R~moth. in Gi'!ead, he said, "Know ye that 
~amoth 1111 Gilead IS our ·s, and we be still, and take 
It .not out of the hand of t'he king of Syria? And he 
saId unto }ehoshaphat, Wilt thou 'go' with me to bat­
tle to Ramoth-gile·ad? And J ehoshaphat . said to the 
'king 'of Israel, I am as thou art, my peopIe as thy 
people, my horses as thy horses.--hut we 'had better 
ask the Lord about it". You remember how the four \ 
hundred prophets were 'Summoned and with one 
voi·ce they approved Ahah's cours~. 'Vhen Ahab 
asked his four hundred sa'laried preachers if he should 
g~ to 'Ra/rIllot~ .:in "Gilead and prosper, they said; "Cer­
ta1'11'ly, Certa1l1'ly ! When a man needs four hun­
dred preachers to keep him straight, he is naturally 
rather cr90ked. When a man needs a unanimous 
vote of four hundred ·before .he ·can take a ·certain 
course, it is likely' to be a questionable course 
th~t he. is contemplating. Ahab was set upon that 
evd thmg, and .he had the four hundred men who 
said, "Let the kijing do a.ccording to the desire of his 
own heart, and he shall prosper. Go to Ramoth and 
you shall possess it". Then you remember the other 
prophet came of whom Ahah said that he never pro­
phesied good but evil. This .p.rophet said in effe'ct 
"Ahab, if you go to Ramoth you wi'H never com~ 
'back. I had a vision, and I ·saw all Israel scattered 
upon the mountains as sheep without a s'hepher.d, and 
the Lord said, Let thelm return every man to .his house 
i.n pea'Ce". Ahab, therefore, was f;,tced witt-{ these two 
courses: He had the testimony . of four hundred 
minds all in .absolute agreement. and over against the 
four hundred he 'had the warning voice of one faith­
fU'1 prophet .. vVhat was iJivolved in Ahab's attitude 
toward these two prophecies? vVhat mu·s,! he do to 
believe the four hundred? Nothing at aB, but con­
tinue in his own way. No repentance was necessarv 

Do you see therefor~, what sin is? Faith in God 
is impossible without repentance. In other words. 
there ·can be no room for 'Christ in tl~e hea'rt tha:t ,is 
full of sin, no room until the 'man is willing to part 
company w~th ·evil I do not know what excludes 
Christ from your heart: an itnh~.I'V ambition. a· de­
ter.mination at aU 'costs to win in the affairs of the 
world, or .it may be grosser ·evils than these~' But 
whatever it is, will vou ten me to-nig-'ht. "Sir. I can­
not beJi.eve and receive Jesus Christ into my hea:rt"? 
My. answer . to you is ·this, ypu cannot believe 

. untIl yOl~ orepent; but when you are willing to 
throw WIde the door for the expulsion of evil, 
that moment the Lord of g-lory wiH find entrance. 
po not wa:it to ·cleanse your heart from sin. but t"e­
ceive Jesus Christ. Not only are our hea:rts Durified 
through faith, but in the measure in which we re­
pent of evil, faith becomes possible to us. So I sav 
that pre-occupation of the heart and life is sometimes 
to 'he expla1ined on the ground of a man's addiction 
or devotion to that which 'is in itself intrinsicallv. 
essen tia:lly, evil. \' 

On the other hand, sometimes the Lord is ·exduded 
by that which is in itself ~egitimate. Pleasure, for 
example. I think it is qu:ite legitimate for us to have 
a good time. As I said to you this morning-,' we ought 
to he the happiest people in the world if we are Chris­
tians. Pleasure is not forbidden. but we are to find 
out: joys in legitimate channels; but if the thin!! thalt 
is, in itself, not ev·il, 'is permitted to monopolize our 
thougHt, our time, and our energy, ,to the neglect and 
exclusion of the higher interests of life, then in the 
measure in which the one thing comes in the other· 

. goes out. I give you an example. I suppose I ex­
pose myself to criticism whel} I say this, but 'COll­
'sider the case of the modern Y.M.CA. The Y.oun cr 

Me.n',s Cht:istian Association, \vhich was organized by 
Sir George 'ViUiams as an evangelistic force, was for 
the winning of men to Christ, the preaching- of the 
gospe'l; ·in its beginning the spiritual was uppermost. 
It is legitimate to have a gymnasium. While the 
Lord; "taketh not pleasure in the ·legs of a· man", I 
think He wills that we should have sound bodies: 
therefore, there isa legitimate pla·ce for recreation and 
exercise. But in the modern Y.M.CA., as in most in­
st~tutional churches, the physical is permitted to al­
most entirely ·exclude the spiritual and in the day that 
that legitimate thing monopolizes one's thought to 
the exclusion of things that are higher, whether ·in 
an individual or an institution; it becomes a sin. a,nd 
a stumbling block. Many a man -thus excludes Christ. 
not because he has with devotion and passion given 
himself to evil consciol1siy, but ,because he has . laid 
an undue and disproportionate emphasis upon things 
that ·ought to be' se.condary, or ·even less than tha't. 
The :requirement of the Christian gospel is that Jesus 
Christ should be iirst, and :tnything that relegates 
Him is a secondary place, legitimate though it may 

; be ih itself, becomes in itself an evi'1. 
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so my frien,ds, you qften find Christ excluded from other babes. There was a ligh't of glqry about Him; 
. a life because the man is engaged 1n business. I have b~cause they had be·en given a spiritual insiglit, they 
~nown a man who _~vas not, in the ordinary accepta- dl,scerned something different. A. ,light from heaven 
tIon of that term, a business man, hut rather a work- had .guided them, and they bowed' at that ~'i:mger­
iug man.' W'e oug-ht aB to be working men, or be S'hrine, and, open·ing unto Hilm their treasures. "thev 
a,s'hamed of ourselves; But you -know what I me'an presented unto Him gifts; gold and frankincensel and 

. Iby the 'commOfl use ,?f that teTIV: I m_ean a man who myrrh." 
was dependen.t for his support upon his day's labour, 'There is a sweet stdry in the Old Testament'of a 
'and upon the \vages he e·arned. He made up his mind v'ery humble home in Shun em where there lived to­
·he would build a house;' he did not decide to build a gether a man and his wife. A str3:nger pa'S'sed that 
big house, he wanted only a:' srpaU. house, just a place way and he turned in. When he left them, he left 
for himself and hi~ wife. It \-vas ']'egitimate that he something behind. There wa's somehow a different 
shoU'ld have it, .perfe·ctly le'gitilmate; but he allowed fragrance about his life, and the woman said to her 
that house to crowd, out everythil1g else, untill, al- husband, "I perceive that this is a ,holy man of God, 
though he never was rich, he became one of the worst which passeth by us continually: . Let us make a Httle 
of misers. He dried up his 'soul, and gave his whole ·chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and Ilet us set for 
lif.e to the a.cquisition of that ,little' cottage, so that him there a bed, 'and a ta.ble, and a stool, and a 
there was no room in his life for God at all. 'candlestick: and it. shall be, when he cometh to us, 

Do y.ou see what' I mean when I say that legitimate that:he shall turn in thither. We will say to the 
enDIployments, occupations, and 'even ambiti'ons, may prophet, Whenever you Ipa,ss by; this is your homt!; 

, be "allowed so to take possession of a life that they there is a place reserved for you; no one ·e'l'se wilt 
become iiJIegitimate by the fact tliat they relegate ever occupy it, It will .always be waiting; and when 
the higher interest of HIe to a secondary pIa·ce? It you ·come the door will always ,be open; just walk in 
is possible-you mo'thers, let me wam'_you---'it is and be at home." And oh, how often he came! Could' 
possible ·to aBow the necessary duties of life to exclude she afford it? You remember what he hrought witl:t 
Christ. The care of the ·children, the household duties him? You remember how at last there came. a new 
of the day, the burdens fro_m which 'we can none of us lif.e into that home, and w1\1:h it a I).ew joy, and a new 
,escape, and which must be attended to: I say, it ~iS meaning to me to the woman of Shunem. 
possible to aUow these thing-s toO ,come between our- Thus, my dear friends, we may be hospitable to the 
se'lves and God -until there is no room left in the life truth; thus we may op·en our hearts to the Word of 
for Him. God, and to the God of the Word. Thus ought' we to 

{ dci nO't know who they were in the inn, pi-inces have· a little 'chamber on the waH; there ought to he 
or pal!pers, except that most'"of them were pro"b.a:blv in ev,e'ry life a sacred enc1osu.re, re~erved for God 
there by royal decree. ' They had come up to Je-ru- alone. And if you let Him: occupy it, you will find 
salem for the taxing; they had no ,choice a·bout it, that His presence wHI soon manifest. itself .in aU the 
they had to be there. Somewhere they had t"q fin4 oOther rooms in the hotl"se; you will discover in fa 
shelter, and they got. in befo·re Mary and .T oseph; 'S'O . blessed experience of His abounding grace the mean­
the Bahe wa.sl born 111_ a manger b~cause th~re was .. ing. of that which is. "\\;,ritteh, "I am 'come th:at they 
no room for Him in the inn. Are you not .glad he might 'have life, and that they might have lit more 
was born in a manger? Are y;ou not glad ,that He . a·bundantly." . _ 
did not go back" to g~ory and. say, "If this wO;,ld has' . Have you roo~ fdr Hit? to-night? When' I have 

111'0 room for Me, I Will go back to My Father ? He called your attentIon to thiS verse, I have doOne. No 
might have returned by a miracle to the 'Father ev·en roo\m for Chri,st! In the end of the Book there is a 

,as it was by a miracle H~ came. But as there. was n.o different-story. It tells of a great white throne, and 
other place, he wa's born 111 'a manger.' of One Who s-at upon it; and when He took His pla'Ce 

Somebody here to-night says, "Sir, I would .gladly 'upon that great white throne, from the presence of 
'receive Jesus Christ into my he'art, but the King of His dreadful majesty "the earth and the heavens fled 
glory w'Ould not come." Why not? . "Because th!" . away, and there was found no place for them." No 
imaginatiion of the thoughts of the heart are only evill room at last for anythi;ng 'Or :l.11yone ibut 'God, for God 
continually." Never mind, if you are but willing that must beall-in-all. He will make room for Himself 
He should com·e lin, He will come and cleanse it, and some day! ~ If He comes not in gra·ce and inHnitei1y 
make your heart a temple of the Holy Spirit. I am tender mercy, a:s fhe Royal Guest to bring to us 
sure that as soon as the Holy Child was laid in the Heaven's benedic'tion, then at last He must come t9 
manger the sta.J:>'le was f!1ade dean. I supposle that take_ His ,place as God; and the thi~gs that have e~­
when the Wise men came at last into the staible, and cluded 'Him shall flee from before HIm, and God Will 
they had been ga'zing toward heaven for a' long time, be gloriified' in all. "Wherefore 'God a'llso. hat.h highly 
fixing their eyes' upon the star,-I suppose they. came 'exalted him, and' given him a name whlch J'S above 
into that dark stable with H.g-ht in their eves ; and yet every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee 
when they 'Came in, I fancy it was not dark,- should bow; of ·things in heaven, and t~ings in e,arth, 

" . . and things under the .earth; ~nd' that every. tongue 
lJle I Lamb lSI' al\ th: ,~lory should confess that Jesus Christ ~s Lord, to the glory 

mmanue s . an . of the Father." May He help us to receive Him. 
W.hen they saw the Babe wrapped in swaddling Let us pray: 0 Lord, we bless Thee for Thine 

,bands 'and la1,d in a manger, I do not know why, I do -infinite stoop, that out of the ivory pala·ces Thou 
not know 'ho:w, but they knew that He was not Hke did'st come, and that Thou hast .com~ into 'our heart's 
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which were no better than the mang.er. We thank 
Thee that when Thou dost come, Thou dost convert 
even an evil heart of' unbelief into a temple of the Hol,y 
Ghost. Forbid that anyone should l~ave this place 
to-night without taking Christ with him. 'Grant us 
Thy Spiri,t, 0 God of grace, that we aU may find 
room for Jesus. We thank Thee,'O Saviour ·of sin­
ners, for coming to dwell with some of us. Thou hast 
led us into the banqueting house, and Thy banner 
over us has .been love. Thou hast given to us a per­
petual Christmas; Thou hast made us to ·eat of 
heavenly dainties; Thou .hast put upon us the gar­
ments of the 'heavenly court; Thou hast made us to 
rejoice, to sing Thy praises in harmony with' tp·e 
heavenly hosts who cry: "Glory to God in the high­
est, and on earth peace, good win toward men." So 
bless us to-night.. Make this Christmas evening, 0 
Lord, an occasi,on of salvation. May Christ ibe formed 
in us, in someone her'e ,who hitherto has been' a 
stranger, the hope of glory. May some h!lman heart 
be the manger in which Christ shaU be born, in which 
a new ;}ife shall be i:mplanted, a life that is immortal, 
and which all. the powers of darkness cannot extin­
guish. We ask it in the name of Jesus Christ OUir 
Lord, Amen. 

THE CHILD JES~.s. 
(Continued from page 2.) 

of His life, in His perfectly amazing self control. He 
must have been incomparable .in the interest which He 
awakened, in' His devotion to Mary, His mother, in 
His respect for Joseph, Mary's hu:sband; in His kind­
ness and faithfulness -to all the members of the family. 
He was incomparable in the ~implicity of His life, in 
His' love for prayer, and in the naturalness 'of His' 
fellowship wit'h His Father. . 

Furth:er He was a lovely Child. I think He must 
have been lovely in feature; begotten of the Holy 
Spirit, with not a taint of sin .. There must have been 
a beautiful freshness about His person, with an ex­
pression that had no' shade of wrong, with the most 
captivating smile, a voice full of richest music, and a 
manner which told of a heart fun ·of grace. His life. in 
childhood had its deeply 's,erious seasons, as the story 
of His first visit to the temple indicates, but it must 
have been a life full of song, and ~f everything t'hat 
was· lovely. Our children are sometimes songless and 
dull even depressing. But there was never anything 
unl~vely about the .Child Jesus. He wa&., the fairest 
among ten thousand, the altogether lovely Child, 
beautiful in every respect beyond language to describe. 

Finally He was the Divine Child. He was Divine 
in quite a unique sense; He was the Son of God, and 
always ·so. From His birt'h He was God manifest in 
the flesh. He was the Word Who was with God, and 
Who was God, by whom all things were created, Who 
'became flesh and tabernacled among us, the Everlast­
ing Word, Who from the beginning was the medium 
of :the Divine' revelation, W'ho was now enshrined in 
the mater.ial body of Jesus of Bethlehem. Dr. Mac­
laren says that John, chapter one, vers'e fourteen, sets 
before us that 'one transcendent, wonderful all-bless,ed 
thought that this poor human nature' is capable of, and 
has really once in the history of the world received 

unto itself the real actual presence of the whole fulness 
of the Godhead. What must be the kindred and like­
ness bet\veen Godhead ~nd i.nanhood wh~n into the 
frail vehicle of our hUlIianity that wondrous treasure' 
was poured, when the fire of the Godhead can burn in 
,the bush of our human nature and that nature not be 
consumed?" . 

And so "In him dwelleth all the fulnes~ of the God­
head bodily". How great' is the mystery, and tht: 
wonder in that holy life of the Child Jesus, "the glory 
of the Dord was revealed that all flesh might see it." 
And as the divinest thing in God is His love, that 
central beauty of.the Divine radiated from Him until 
it blazed forth in an almost intolerable lustre in the 
cross of Calvary. 

And soo we have the Child Jesus, perhaps a cave-born 
Child, certainly a Holy Child, and an incomparable 
Child, a l~vely Child and. a Divine Cqild. Let us bring 
to Him our best, and worship Him. 

LAST SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET-AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Dr. W. IL. Petting;iII cODcluded: his aJ.I too brief mini:s~ry 
of six servIces in Jarvis .street with a fine tnoet.'JlSage on "The 
Fr:uJi.ts of J'IlISItificabio·n" Suooay mom-ing. Dr. Pettingill ils 
a gweat favoUJrite wi·th Jams Street :people, a veritable beam 
of Min·shine. We count it a great priviLege to have him in 
()I\lr pulpi1t. 

The IIlIbtendance ·lIlt the School Sunday morning W8lS' 1,416'. 
No.twithstanding ;many very sped-ad 'attracti!ons, the hO'U!Se . 
W81S fuJI a:t botih morning and evendng setrVices. The Pastor 
ibapt;i'ze,di in the 'evendng, and preached' on "The Dead in ChriSil; 
-WibJerre are 'l1hey'l" Thisl'serml()n wiU ,appear in dUie ttime·. 

This week is a busy we:ek fOT our .sund8ly' School workers. 
The Prdlmary DepaIl'itment lS1\l'pper and enJbertainnrent was held 
thi·s (Wednesday) evening, and wiJtb the parents of the chil­
dren numbered a:bO'Ut four hundred .. -At ,fll:e, sam'l!l time Mrs. 
McConagihy's afternoon class iheld' their Ohrisbm'as evenring. 
TIhIii:rsd'ay, f:rom fo()lU'l' to se~n o'clock,. the Beginners' and 
OradJe ROllI wtU Mve <tfuedr sUPP'M" and enterltainment; 8100 
Friday evenin'g, the Intermediiate DepaTlbment. Next week 
the regu1'ar serV'ioos wiU be held as UlSual: Monday, 'I'uesda:y, 
Th'Ui1'Sday, and ,sa"buirday eV!enings; a.nd, in addition, at 
eleven o'clock WedJn.esday momoing there wdll ib-e the u.w.al 
OhlJ.'liStml81S morning 'service, when :boo Pasito!l', wH,1 preach. 

We give thIis ad'Vance notice of a ,greart; service New YeaT's 
n<i!ghlt, wbien Ibhe choir, 'assis,ted by s.e.veral choirs from 0'llT 
great SChool, will give: an evenimg of prlllis'E!'. On these occa­
SlioODS the church is alwayrs crowded! far oe"Y'ond capaci,ty, wi'vh 
18II."ge n'lllmJbers ;burited aW'8'y. We SIIlglg;est to OUT people ,that 
tbey keep New Yea'l",s night :firee. Of course rtlhere will be' 
the usUJa!l WatCIhmghit Service TuelSd.iay even!ing, December 
3J.SiI;; with the SIe'l'V:ice of.aII services· New Year's morning 
at ten o'clock. 

SPLENDID INVESTMENT 

Wanted-Two thousand five hundred dollars 
($2,500.00). First mortgage on a parsonage valued 
at Four thousand dollars ($4,000.00). Interest at 
the rate of 6Yz% payable semi-annually, five year' 
period. Church is free of encumbrance. 

This is a splendid oppOrtunity for some Christian 
man or woman to assist a Church in financing its 
work. For further particulars please communicate 
with Rev. W. E. Atkinson, 337 Jarvis St., Toronto 2, 
Onto 

j 

I 

~ 
I 
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MR. GIDEON GRANT'S VAIlIJ THREAT·S. and numerous interests. Report has it that he o~ca-' 
(Continued from page 4;) sionaIly, for his own amusement, writes poetry, or, .at 

"The COllIrrt ,has no jurisdictilOn ,i'll! this case to enter least, rhyme. This particular judge, according to the 
UPOlll ,the belief of any .mami exce.pt as the i'llqu,iry may be story, was with other judges. hearing an appeal case . 

. necessary to determine proper.ty rights .of some kind," One of the pa'rties to· the dispute was represented by a 
M,r.' Justice Riddell d·eclaTeB in ,his writt:en judgment. very voluble counsel who seemed to assume that the 
"SUJppose that the reqms.ite to beiJllg a cestu~ ·trrus-t was a. 
'belief in ;the TMrty-Nine Articles or in the Westminster judges knew. very little, and were depending upon him 
'Confession of Faith; and tha,ta congregation of the entirely for information. As they listened to ~he argu-
Church of England or of -the Presbyterian Church s'hoold ment 0.£ the very talkative counsel, the judge to whom 
find se>me of its memobeTIS taki:qg ~p the belief in 'Anglo- h f d ed b k' b 
Israel,' while the other did 'nlOt; 'suppose either section we ave re erre seem 'to e ta mg note's; ut, as 
to attempt to exclude ·the other :l)rom the benefi.·t of. the it transpired when the case was over,' he was really 
trnst--oould it be argued ,that either WO'1lld or should writing poetry, a parody on one of Kipling's rhymes. 
succeed ?" ~s lordSihip' ask;~imply.ing a negative He passed a sheet of paper to another judge, who read 
'anAf::; detailing in f.ull the ~ligi~ tenetls which the it; and a 'suggestion of· a smile crossed his counten-
plaintiffs Isaid the othn members of the chUll'ch had aba:n- ance. The parody,' in the account we read, was pub-
doned, M;r. Justice' Riddell concludes tha.t the previous Iis'hed in full, but unfortunately ·mos't of it has slipped 
"judgment of the couI'!; must remain unaltered. . our mind. It was written in the measure of one of 
In view of the foregoing we hope that any pastor' Kipling's pieces ref.erring to the' Colour Sergeant,' and 

or church who .ha's'. had an uncomfortable moment as much of it was in the form of. question and answer. , 
a result of one of Mr. Grant's threatening let,ters, wiII Two lines of the paro~'Y. were sO.mething like. this, 
now ·rest more comfortably. We tried in our two, . after one had asked ,":hat all the nOIse was about, 
articles on the subject previously published to encour- . "'Tis counsel's opening argument 

. age our brethreri, and to f'ell· them they need not be . The Colour Sergeant said." 
afraid of Mr. 'Grant's ,threats. 

If the reports of Mr. 'Grant's pleading before the 
Court, which appeared in the papers of Monday, were 
correct, we congratulate Mr. Grant on having pleaded 
our case so successfully. It would appear that coun­
sel for the Hughson Street Church had very little to 
say. . He must have rightly concluded that the more 
Mr: Grant talked, ·the better it would be 'for us. 

When we read the .report of the, hearing in Monday's 
pap.ers, by the operation of some strange law,­
-;:-was it a law of associ~tion ?-there 'was recalled 
to our :mind a story we had read of- one of On­
tario's very eminent judges, one, if we are not 
mi's,taken, who is still ·on the bench. He is a very 
distinguished man, and very versatile, a man of broad 

I There 'were other things apropos 'Of the case in hand, 
but the last three lines of the judge's parody read like 
this: . . 

"And Qe's pretty ,sure to get it 
Where the' chicken got the axe,' 

. . When the court ·delivers judgment in the 
morning." ) 

,I ':'Th y . tha t p'art~cular story should have qccurr~d to I 
us 111 thiS connectlOn we shall have to leave the experts. 
in psychology to· determine. 

By the w~y, we omitted to c~ll attention to the ·fact 
that the judgment referred! to in the extracts from the 
evening papers printed above' was written by M·r. 

. Justice Riddell. ,..I 

SUBSCRIB.E TO-DAY· 
for uThe Gospel Witness" for yourself and friends. Sent postpaid for 52 weeks 
to any place in the world for _2.00. 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 
130 Gerrard Street East, 

I Toronto, Ont., Can.' 

Use b~ below. 

For the encl~ed _2.00 please send ctl'he Gospel Witness" for one year to 

Name 

Address .......................................................................................... 

, 

/' 
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~bt Itnion .apti~t Witnt~S 
These two pages (14 and 15) a~e the Official organ of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches in Ontario and Quebec. 

337 Jarvis St., Toronto, Canada. 

HOUSEHOLD RELIGION. 
The fire of revivarl ;still burns at St 

Thomas. Sunday, December 8th, added 
Jiliree more converts to the lislt. TWiO 
sdsters walked ftIh.e a;irsle foOr Ohrist; a 
third sister took the. same step the pre­
vious Sund/aY. This is the second time 
withi.n two months -that th're'e ,sLs,ters 
have come to Ohrist -in our church. Th 
third c·onvert wras a man wIhos'e wife and 
family werre present aIt the ·service. And 
still more prayerl":"D. F. 

• • • 
A BUSY ENEMY. 

W. GORDON BROWN, Editor. 

HAND-PICKED FRUIT. 
H:a.nd~picked f'ruit is ,the bes,t, .they 

say; s·pirituallyspea'king, ·that is ,the 
kind Wihich Rev. P. B. LOoney is ,g.ather­
ing in ,at tlhe Runnymede ·Road ·Churoh 
T,Ooronto. A week ag,o 1111St· SundlBY nigilit 
one young man .professed eOonve:l1Sion; 
the following Wednesday two young 
men applied for baptism. Of these one 
was converted 'SlOome t~me ago in Run 
nymede Ro'ad, and the other was 
brought to Ohrist, while in Gravenhu.rslt 
wIth friendlS wlho are member.s of. thilS 
church also. 

• • 

not even seen, for the floods have ,taken 
away the flimsy ·brjdges, and this cuts 
off communication entirely, ·and, as far 
&Is we lare concerned, they mig.ht as well 
be a-t the North Pole." 

Lepers on,the Verandah! 
"T:he leper work continues to ,grow! 

we ,have five coming nOow for regular 
treatme'nt; '·and wm.en we are able to 
have little huts built and proper dispen­
s.ary, the w.ork w.ill g;row more. ~.Art; 
present, we haV'e ;to Ihave ·the lepers· on 
our verandah, and it is not pleasant to 
have them so near one'lS 9wn 1iViing 
place. HoweV'er, w.e cannot ·tu·r:n them 

"An enemy 'hB!th done this,". 'said ·the SEMINARY QUARTETTE. away, and before Long we Sihall ihave a 
farmer in the parable, when ihe fuund ., h· 1" . 

. the field, in which he had ISOwn ,good Pastors and ,others deslrloI~,g t !Eli a!!,sl-st- proper P' ace. 
seed, ibringing forth tares. "An enemy· ance of our T:ol'onto 'Bapbst Semmary Nur&ing and Punishing. 
haJth done this", slaid ,the Regu1a;r B'ap- Quar-tette to, ·SlDg, or p·reach,-or hoth·, Our small native bOoY, Gy'a Ha, is sti.n 
tist ·Missionaries in Nor.th Bay, when the ---.sohou'ld write to. the Dean, Dr: T. I. very much alive, but he !has ,g·uffered' a 
report was. spread about town, ,tWiO or Stockley, 337 JarvIS. St.,. T,ol'lonto 2, Ont change .of :/)ortune. His fatiher was chief 
three weeks aglo, ·trhat ,they were lCom-· over .all this di.strict, ibut .he has ibeen 
m'llillists, w-orking under· La1s'e colour-s, LIFE IN LIBERIA. put -out ·of office; so ,Gur ,gmall boy re-
and whe·n, as· we hear, these Ireports We .give below some .sketchy. n.otes ",erts to the ~anks. He is a fu.DlDY little 
made it 'necessary to ca·nce'l !the theatre from letters wlhich Ihave been recei·",ed ch'ap 'and has to be corrected oO<lC8Soion­
service the next Sundraly nigiht. 'rnle f.rom M.rs. H. L. Davey, one ,of our three alily. Yes·berd·ay, he WiQke 'u'p couglhing 
following Sunday, h,owever, a yGung w.o- mi's.sionarles now in Liberia. Their fresh- and complaining ·of ~ pain.J:n ihds chest. 
man Ireceived Chr.ist 'a't the regular ser- ness greatly iuere.ases .their interest. Native children have very little stamina, 
vice. The pas·tor took tlhis as an evi "Agrain I ,am writing to the sOou,nei ,of and what would be an 100rdinar.y cold in 
dence of God's favour, wrhatever ·ollhem the trickling rain d,l"ops. We actually a white Clbild, develops rapidly into seri-
might think and ,&BY· had tw.o days' withOout ,a dlrop! 'and we ous illness in a black ,one; ISO I put ra 

• • •. began to have higili. !h,opes of getting a mustard plaster on his Clbest, grave ihim 
. PROGRESS IN GUELPH. 

Pastor "R. D. Campbell writes from 
Guelph .to oorrect !8iIl error whieh these 
pages unwittingly ;recorded. He rSlaYIS 

Little 'Work done,-the men folk especi- a hot bath, ;tihen hot milk, and: rolled 
ally,---.on the buHdingls, but :now it is bim in ·a blanket, after whicih: he slept 
coming down with. a determination to and, on waking, evidiently felt so well 
stay inde.finitely." that ihe went into the ki.tchen IIlfnd swle 

and ate SIOme meat I !had there. 'The 
way ~ of transgressors is hard', and 
y,oung Gya Ba went 5upperless Ito ibed. 
HO'W'ever, we 'are fond of him, IIlflld we 
do pray that he will grGW up to be a 
real ·man of GOd, a brig.ht witness in 
this daTk land." 

:Ilhat ;their Mission .Sunday Sc!hool "m.a.y Dance, Drums and Dogs. 
be the largest miss,ion sehQol in the ~~, "We shall be 50 glad when our ,new 
and d·t may even be the lar,grest BaptIst house is ready, -bu.t :you cannot ruSih 
School in the ci'ty", but it is not ;bhe thiri,gs here. If the Min lisn'·t, coming 
laT,geSll; school in Guelph. Nevertheless, down' in torrents, -the work iboy;s don't 
the work is progres·sing, and we trust tu,rn up. Yesterday, Horace was: away 
tha.t some day this will ,be :the largeSt up ·.on the hill be:liOo:re ·seven· 'in the morn­
Sunday SchooJ. in the community. ing, .the sun W8lS s'hinlin,g, and he bad 

In addition to .the work carried on at higih hopes of a g.ood ~y:.s work; but 
17 Suffolk St., in the East End a 'build- not a boy came, and late lD tlhe afrter­
lng :liormerly us·ad BiS a mil9Sion, has noon the head boy lS~nt ,in 'Word to Isay 
bee~ procured, and. a ,Sunday Sdhool that he waS celebratin·g because a -b&lby 
:Ilhere opeilled in rblie ar:f.temoon. The Lord gir.l :brad been born. The others were 
is so prospering this effol't that ~e evidently '!elebrating with !him with 
workers expected las.t ISunday Ito beg.ln some poisonous trade Igin.· By ·th'e way, 
also an evening service. Mir. W. Frid gin, ·tobacco and 'sa:lt are the cihief arti­
is in charge of this branch ·of the cihulrch cles of trade here. These celebration,s 
work. ' make village life anythring bu·t tranquil. 

At 'Ilhe main church progresrs is ibei:ng A couple of nig:h-ts ~o ·a few women 
m'ade. "A number have been received began a little, argrument, and in about 
into fellowship with us, some iIlave ,been five minutes you would have thought 
baptized, and more.are Ireadly". nothing short of a war was going on. 

The din was dreadful. Then the rest 
At Moffat, where Prastor .Campbell of 'flhe folk celebrated wj,th ra dlance I8nd 

preaches Sunday afternoons, a few ihave what wi.t;Ih the dxums, and the fight just 
definitely decided foor ChriSll;, and ·one outside, all the ,babies screeching 'flo­
you.ng man was· recently bs:ptized and gether, and a few dogs scrapping as a 
received into chureh fel1o:wslhlp. \, side line,-well life is not ·peaceful; but 

• • • then we are glad' to be here, and the 
IN HAMIJ..TON. little mud hlJUlSe is eheerfUlI enOougrh 

The weIll-known Dr. Pettingill prreadh- within, and we hope SOOirl to be 'ahle :to 
ed' in Sta.nley Ave. Baptist Ohurch lrast g>et more to the villages rGund &loout 
Sund·ay evening.' with the G;ospel. Many of th'tllDl I have 

'''Dhis 'is °a Iovely -brigiht day; ·the sun 
:is .s'hinging; hot, of course, and, more 
,~o, because I have just ihad 'a couple of 
hours in the ·ki·tchen, mak:ing bread, 
SGme biscuits and a 'pudding, incideDit­
ally taking the cook boy oown a peg or 
two. He was so .disgusted with' me be­
cau·se I wouldn't let him make any more 
of ·the :horrible concoctLOon he calLs 'bread' 
pass :lior it. He said, 'MisSWI, I've made 
bread fOT years'. I !f;hOought jot was aboutt 
time then that he knew ih,ow, but we 
Slhall see if my Iesson results in a better 
product. 

The Driver's War. 
"Horac,e is away up on the hill, hard 

at w-ork on ",;he building. The new mis­
sion sd,te is a lovely spot, you can SIee 
Lor miles. We Sihall ,be glad to move 
into ·our new hOouse and .get away'rr.om 
the racket o~ the village. Then, we have 
hard almost nightly visits from 'driver 
ants', 8iIld we 'hope we .sihratl leave them 
behind. Everyone who comes to Mrica, 
at .some time or -other, h.as an eXperi­
ence with army, or driver,' ant&. i\he 
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other night I wQkJe with a creepy. feel- UPQn tho.usands were ,cQnv·er:ted fl"Qm 
ing that aliI was nQt well. I reached !heathenism. Recent repQI'Its fl"o.m ;that 
under my pillQW DQr my handy li,ttle diSltri'ct ·s·ay that :these peQple, so. late1)­
ftasihlight, and fQund the roQm ·Qne my- turned i'rQm he.atheni~m, 'al:bhough stiU 
ing black mass .o.f ,these vicIous- l:i:ttJe waitIng fQr the teaeheT.s IOf ,the -GQspel, 
insects. TIO' get Qne on .y;ou is bad who. seem never to. c·Qme, have 'resolutely 
enough, :f)Qr they dig ljjheIr way into your, refused, even in iSpite 'of 'SQme per.secu­
fl~h and hangQn. Tthey have -been tion, to. ret,urn to -their old fettIsh IWlQr­
knQwn to kill a q:Qg or' chicken in '81 f,ew ship. And nQW the same rePQrts ;telis 
minutes, -and there is reaUy' only' lone Qf anQt'her "P1"Qphet" ,named OpQn. 
ithi·ng to dlo" and that is, run! We I~pent Tohoug,h he be illiterate, dn a way Wlhic!h 
tlhe time -until day;light Qutside in chaIrs, Is truly apQstQlic, the ,Lord is u,s,ing Ihim 
and ,then, as 'soon as we CQuld is.ee, began to ,the cQnversion 'Qf thou,s·ands more in 
,a counter attac'k, 'spraying 1lb<e lhQuse anothe·r nearby ddstriet. Oih ,that the 
with coal' oil, and .after ,abQut :th'l"e'e same PQwer might f'aN UPQn Gospe} 
hours' work, the ,invaders left." wQrkers in nearby. Libe'l'ia'! 

Lady Doro.thy M'Hls, in 'her book '" '" '" 
- REGULARS IN WINNIPEG. Thr:ough Liberia, calls the driver ants 

"·those . queer determined -traV<eller.s 
.th·at nQthing' c·an turn aside, Wlh,Q Wi~H Or.gtanized 'SQm'e is,ix mQnths ag,o, the 
cut their way thrQug.h 'anything, Bethany Regu}.ar Baptist OhurClh of 
th!ough shQes, 0.1" leather ,por:tma.n- }Vinnipeg lias enjQyed real 'Gospel f~­
Jteaux, or. .any:thing ,that' obstructs IOWisoll'ip. Meeting in NQrma] H!8!H, they 
their -tl"ail. Secure In the ,thickness ha",eas their .pastQr, M'l'. J. F. Demp­
Qf my hOQts ·and leggings I WQuld flain ster., a student secured' fQr ·them :th1"ougih 
have 'lingered to. .s·tudlY ;thei·r pr-ocess, the ,gQod offices Qf Qur Uni·Qn Secretary. 
as they raced across the path between Although he came for the summer 
two sQldier-like. lines of sentries, but mQnths, th,e pastor -has nQW decided to 
Meyer hustled me away as I prQg- remain, fQr the present at least:. He 
ged at them with my umbrella'- . '.' "Ihas stal"ted a .School Boag ,Scnp:bure 
Little _is knQw.n Qf the history -or ihab- I;.eague unde,r tl).e 'auspice's of. ~e 
its -of 'drivers', oommQn e'Vierywhere Churc:h, to. carry the. Gospel to. WUlnl­
in the d8llllper ,parts of West Africa, peg sehoQI chiLdren": Trh'l'ee:new mem­
p,os's.ilbly because obhe s·tudy of .them bers Ihave been r~ce-lved, and t~ere 'a<re 
w.ould be so p,adnful. Trh-e,y appear ,to two Qr thl"ee candldat~ foOr ·baptliSm. T~e 
.be nomads, for their TunS seem to. ,be ~U'lld:ay SCIb.'QO-I Supermtende.nt, Mr. -L:d­
'1l,sed no. mQ're than twoO or :bhree :bimes den, cQnducts a Gospel ~antern serVlce 
and their strQnghQlds are said to. b~ expectant o.f divine blessing. 
pits in the grQund ,among the 1"oots • '" '" 
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Apparentl-y, Jt was a time Qf rich'lspir-
itual feJl!1owship.· .. 

SeV<enteen .pastQrs presenteQi bhe Wore 
·o.f God during 'a unique campaign :to 
lJ8.II':ge )audIences, in Ibhe FirSlt Haprtilslt 
Ohu'rch" Wellington, where Rev. H K 
Finl'ey is pastQr. " .' 

Eight fullowed the LO'l'd i,n -baptism 
on NQvember 22nd, jn Sandusky. ' 

Dr. Harris Gregg, IOf St. Louis, Mo., 
h~ld a week's Bible Conference, Decem­
ber 1st to. 8th, in Elyria, where Rev. R. 
T. Ke.tc:~am 1·S p'astQr. . 

Rev. Harry CoIlins "has been forced 
ou,t Qf the WaUSeQn -Ohurch by othose 
wrh·Q 'love the darkness rather ·than 
light' ", so. :we read in The Ohio In­
~ependent Baptist. fQr December. . 

• • '" 
MICHIGAN NOTES 

By c. R. Peterson. 

GRAND RAPIDS. 
The Wealthy Str:eet Clhureh estab­

lished a missi:o.n at the CQrner of East 
LeQnard and FUIHe·r ·Streets - several 
mo.noth:s 1log'O, 'under the 'superintendency 
of John DeVries. P'astGr Gerard K1I!()1 
·Qf ,the Lakeside Drive GhW'ch East 
Grand Rapids, recentlw condu~ted a 
three weeks' revival service at too mds­
sion. Bro. KnQl combines Bilble teach­
ing with evangelism,. thus laying the 
fQundatiQns fQr a parma·nent WiO'l'k. T>he 
meetinglS awakened glQod interest, and 
seven conversions were repQrted. Among 
thQse cQnverted was a WQman who was 
d:eIiV'ened frQm the .ma'res of 'Ohl.'is,man .of lar.ge trees. One can, IT one wishes', 

follow one of theiTa,rmies ei-tlh'E!!l' WlB.y 
along an - inch-w:ide run: fQr .several 
miles, withQut ever cQm!i.ng ;to. HIS head 
or tail. It is divided into wO-rk!ers 
and soldiers. The lat,ter !}ine the cause­
ways, and sQmetimes fQrm bridg.es lOr 
arcthw:a.ytS under ~idh iIlhe WQl"kJer:s 
may . cross in ,safety ,o.ver ,open or dan­
gerous cQuntry, 'and dn case of attack 
·or dJis-burbance will :spre'ad Ibh'em:se:lves 
·over the tlUr1"Qunding ground IOQ·k.ing 
'fO'l' the enemy, ISO. :bhat they c·a;n at­
tack him. No.thing -can stQP iIlhem, 
neither man ,Qr .beast. Behindl ,theim 
ltihey leave '~ devastated area' whe;re 
they have eaten and desrt;royedi every­
tlh·ing, including-a.nd it is iIlhe One 
p.QiIllt in their favour-rats, crickets 
_and cockroaches. AIflY Isma!} ibird or 
animal they will devour, or any large 
.animal that is wQunded or tied diown'. 
I lhave heard ·Qf ;a man w.i.tIh aeigs 
hroken from a fall 'anld unable <to 
qrawl, lyi~ Q~ a bush path, waiting 
flOrthe mommg and paS!Ser.s .. by to 
come to his assistance, being attacked 
_'by 'drivoers' 'so ,th'at notlhing was found 
of him in the mo-rning but ibJis, Iskul~ 
I8iIld 'lll:l"ge,r bones. In the {)lId d:a.Y\S -it 
was ,a form Qf punishment or revenge 
to -tie down men and wo.men in :the 
path Qf the 'drlv-e'rs' ,and leave. them 
to a death too. hO'l'rible ·to im:ag.ine". 

TRY SLEEP! -Scienc~, so., called. T>hi.s miss~o.n is 10-
Speaking Qf "News and Views", Rev. cate~ In ·a pop;u!ou's !SeCtion ·of th'e city, 

Chester E. Tulga, ·Qf NQrth Platte, N-e- and IS a promIsIng field. 

'" '" '" 

braska, ,says: .. Attenda;nce down some '" '" iIr , 
Sunday. Cold weather .made a .good ex- KENT CITY. 
cus-e fQr n~glecting th,e worship in the This church 'and cQmmunity ihave -been 
'hQuse ,of the Lord. SQme slept too laobe. enjoying the ministry and Bible teach­
Try gloing to. bed ,on ·Saturday nig.ht. ing of Roy L. BroWin, il!aym'an Bible 
They say it is a g.QQd remedy". ,teacher Qf DetrQit. Afiter a few meet.. 

Our ,readers- wIH be interested to. .Jearn iilgs, the' church build~ng_ CQuld not !bold 
·th'a:~ Dr. GillO-n,Qf Shawn:e, O~.oma, ofhe cr.owds ;toh,at C8Illle, and it became 
begm:s two. weeks of meetIngs w.I.th <the necessary to. secu're ;the' High ,School 
North .Platte Church Qn J'anu-ary 5th. auditQriu,m fQr the servi~. . Even 'tihis 

'" '" '" was nQt large enough to hold the con­

IN JAMAICA. 
gregations and many were turiled away' 
:f.rom the services. Bro. Brown, Wiho 

A letter nom Rev. G. W. Smith, work- was formerLy' a sUCOOSISful business tnaIIl 
i.nog . ,in JIIIlll'adea., SihQ'WIS' hi-m to. he v:eI"Y. Qf Detroi-t, is now_giving ihis entire ,ti'me 
aJcti.ve in the Lo'l'd~s service :there.· Re- t~\ ,hQlding Boilble cQn1ierences, a;nd is 
cen-tly three ·beLiev:ers co.nfessed Chris-to booked up fQr more than a y;e&.'l' in .&d­
in ibaptism by him. Bl'Iother Smith is vanoe. His charls ·are unique !8!nd in­
taking ·part 111 SQme mi9s-iQnary oonfer- struetive. PastOr FQro and ib·is ·people 
ences, ihcld in various places. He 're- Wel'e greatly strengthened -by ;these ser­
mark:s: "The Adv:ent Testimony and vices. 
Preparation MQvement seems to be the '" '" '" 
rallying gr-ound fQr Evan.geli-cads here. PETOSKEY. 
I am o! the opini'Qn that the1"e is ~s Bro. Joon RQss, fonitertIy m.i:s&ionl1 
l\;Ioooernls,m .~ere amGng .other denoInllna- for the OrthQdJo.x A.JSsociamon, has 'bee~ . 
bQns than In Ca.Jt:ldia, at leas~ ,~mQng called to supply this church for. a period 
the pas~r.s .. .AJS In; Ca~a, ~t- l.S :b~ of six ,months. We prlloY :!lQr ihim a fruit- . 
loead:ers ,m: the denQmInatlQns will·o '~re, ~n ful mi-ntstrY here. 
many cases, oft' the track. ModernIsm IS '" '" '" 
essentialLy a cQllege mQvement". CHARLOTTE •. • .. '" 

, , 

Pastor D. L. Stotz, :!lQrmerly pastor 
PROPlIET MOVEMENTS. OHIO NOTES.. of Ithe Carey Centennial ,Ohuroh ·at Fow-

Douobtless, o.ur readers' !have ih.ellll'd of T>he Independent Baptists of Ohio held !ervillle ha.s accepted the call- to the Gos-
the ·tremendous outpo.uring ,of grace thei-r Young PeQple's Rally' at MeDon- pel T>a~cle 1!111; ·this place. This is, a 
whiclJ. came to. the French Ivo~ CQast aid, on November 29th. I.n spite .of wi'll- Reguiliar ,Bapti's,t Church. _ He lis .alreadY 
throug.h Gne wh,Q waS knO'Wll .a.s' Prophet try weather, ,there were abQut ninety ihappily situated on ·the fi'eld, and the_ 
Harr,is, a movement i.n W1h.ich thoUlSiands registratio.ns, and all did not regi·&teor. work is mo~ng fQrwa~ . 

. 

./ 



16 (532) THE GOSPEL WITNESS December 19, 1929 
, 

Baptist Bi~le Union Lesson Leaf ,tJi~Qol!- ·Oof the o;ameattilt~, (I J,olm 3:14) (I Cor. 10:12) W· .,. 
g.rYilil!'g pr;~of of the, necessity for ilillte sin eyf any k;,~d and :;t ~ 'W'1th .. 

. Vol. v... No.1 nll8in!lf'es.taJtilon ·of such 'a .spi!r:iit am'OillJg quen W . 1 e COllJSie'-tih~ LDrd'S peOople. 'Ilh!e' tr Ib1els nrd ees. e .. ar~ '111 so 'l"em;inded! of ilihe 
REV. ALEX. THOMSO~, EDITOR. t· 1;s ()If thi r~ . O'U a: 'l'!efWi8.'i.", and It IS welJl ;tihJi:s iSiho1l!1d! be ~ na . ·.s . I· e .m the 'atm'OS.'ph~ of kiept in mi.nd, f'Or a time is, oommg wIh.en 

Lesson 1 January 5th, 1930 Oove ,;:e ;~~ Ito bear and! sun!ilr ,if anJY th~ sainlts slhaU appear 'belflore :tJhe .udlg-
First Quarter. ~Ee .,;: tOU~ .. u:~~" e8God;.ch otbJer, qt oug.ht ment ,sea.t ·of Chri:s,t (Rom 1i-10) 

, .vne Salin"", 'U~ ',We e~ect Ito tnere to be . ~.-..:I' ' . • .. ' 
diwelil !tOogether lin Heaven.. we s!hJoUil!d k JUuc""'. on aooount of thei!r 

ESSENTIALS OF 1'HE BELIEVER'S t~erefore le8Jl'll to '~ive w.i.'Ilh eacll ,othie l'"0l" s" ,and to r~e.l~e ~a.t"Id. O!I." 'BlUffer 
WALK. here. 3. The practical aspect ,af iov~ . ~ on ~e basLS of true!ltr f.awt~;J.,n.eSIS·, 

Lesson Text: II John. i'B .thJen made clea.r. It;is "that we w:ailIk ~f Cth°r 3.11-t15) •. We l'a'l"e then ~ormed 
G 

Id ~ :h: d Ils" . '.' e moOS Se!l"l~US' OOSS of ItihioIsIe Wlh!o 
o en Text: '::Look to yourselves, that 1 " IS comm;an 'mEn. " and "thlis ilS :fiolJlow false te'aClbdng ami ahidle n~ . 
we lose not those' things whic~' we ov~ .wea~e imormed, (v. 6). lJOIY1e the dootriJne ·of Ohrri'~t. 'lTh;ey _ve .;: 
have wrought, but that we receIve a a~ d1isobedletlCe .do !Il'Oit dwell It~tiher, God. They al':e thiertlifoO'l"e w:ithlo t GJ· 

. full reward." VS. 8. - an the reas·on for the lack of nove ,in and wd'thou;t ho ill! the' WIO 1 u 
t THE SALUTATION (vs 1.3) so ,many Christian .assemblies is due to 2:12). Th~ op/c:s.ite ~ IfilidII!I ~,~~ph:f 

, • • the pil"eSence ()f the dmobediient ,spirit th h b.d . .~ , 10 
. 1. The WTiiber ,of ;this ep!stle was JI()Ilm We cam neIther ~ove God IDIOr Hils .pe1JlPiJ.~ ha: ase ... v:.~ () a. I e 1Ill! th~ dootr1ne. ~hreY 

the apoSible of Jesus Ohrislt. '.Dh~ jper- if we arre out of touch with! H~m 'rnl.ere· ve uullb the Fatiher .'8lJ.'d th~SOllll. God 
ISIO'lIIS to whom he. wrote were the "elect must be no known sin or oo,uhtiul Ithin cannot ooun~oe eVJiJ. m HIlS p!I"'elSeIDICe, 
lady ood her chIldiren," (v. 1). There .hairbom-ed! in: rthe tirfe if d . g ~erefO!l."e. to deP&:m: from ;l;ru1lli meamis 
are tlbrli6e who' bel.teve thde to be the die- of Loving GJdi or His we l::e 8:1

: toss '?f HIS fel!l()WS!hip. Exp'La.in I8IIld em-
~on of a eh~, (I Peter 5:13'), ders 'spiil"iltuw} renowSlh!i.~ind ,!d,. Jove. ~::ri:e ~~ m~ ft ~bidLngbl·· in the 
w~.JJ1 e others take ~ t.o ,refer ;to a: <;er- Emphasis should therefo()ll"'e .be· ;placed f" () man, e ~ 
mom ~~ and he;f chl}ld,ren. .~he ·tIme upon ~e n.ecessit~ for imp;1iCiJt ,obedience (} .sucll a state,. 
Sot ,w~b the .. eplsble.WIIIS WIrJ!tten was to .!thre ~no~ w.i1Jl of God; upon: ifuat (C) Attitude Toward D . pro~bly lat~ In ~e 1ife !Of ~he apostle. whleh WilU stImu:late love; suclh as the 10, 11). ecelvers, (vs. 
2.. 1m ~ sal~taJtli~>nthere 18 fir:st an con1iempl:a.ti'ol).of OUT hless'ed Lord, a.ndJ •• . 
expresSIlOi!lI af ·loV'e iln the ~, f~ .the fuH surrender .of the seH to Him. So~ driSCUSSI.OIIl has ,taken ,p1a.ce as' llio 
by t~e srtatement. oonCermIllg :the Iflnlrth upon iways; of manrifesti:lllg tba:t Love U; the attltudle Whllc'h shou:ld lbe adQpted rto­
thrat 1t "dwe!leth Uli us I8IIlid! S!lIiII!H '~ W'ftJh. 'O!ti)Iea-s'; -i'lb the giv&nrg of ISpiritUail :a.nid w8I1"d f:a1se teac;b~s" and a ple'a has berem 
?S :fl~ ever:', (v. 2>,. ~er:e a!s ampilied p;hysdoail help; and upon: !lfure hleSSbll!gS purt forth for Len;l'~y ,to I~ Sh'OWD them. 
~ <thIS ;tihe feHowshiip ,of ~Ie ~ho. are wIhfuh oomre :thl"'ou:gh such a dle¥O!tedI lilfe. Th~t sucih; an. attitudle Il:S OOlIIbrary to 
lon the tru,th., Suob fel'II(JlW!s/hri,p 1S sweert . ' Scnplttm-e IS made elea.r fll"O'm rbhe state­
'a.nd pure when the Holy Sp;iirdt [p1OSlS'eS'Ses' III. ABIDING IN THE DOCTRINE OF merut.of these verses wherin we 'BIl'e ern;.. 
the hearr.t and! thieaffeetiO'llS' are cerubrred . . CHRIST, (vs. 7-13). j'oiillled not to receiVe such a 00e moo th'e 
on OUI' Lord who 'iIs the T.ruth, (J()Ihin ' (A) Deceivers in the World, (v. 7). house 0'1"' bid! him g.ocfspeed; The WiOl'ld' 
14:6). 'Dhe ~te:r:rwd _tml of the tr,urtfu ' "F'Io!l" many d'eceivers are eIlIterreId! in- and manlY of the professed ~e of 
i~ 'al~ i.mplfed an the 'WIOIl"ds', ,it "shJal11 to rbhe worLd". If such a statemmt God ,look Hglhtl'Y upon false rtea.chmg, 
lJ:e. Wlth us for ev.e'l"". The word! of God C()uldi be made at tha!f; early dJate' Ihiow but God never d.OO8' so. To teaclu flll:l'Slerlry 
arbidleth :lior evea;! (1 Pe!teIr, 1.:23), w!hi~e much miO'~ can it 'be madle m rt~ days m'~.:to commI~ a most heinOUlS ~ din 
error shalJ: fai;}. 'Empihasls,mary . be w~en dleceIVieTS have so grea.tly mu1.tf- HLS Slg1ht, and lit w()uld ibe '1lY~ ;jrf ~e 
piJJaced. :upon ·tIDe 'necesSilty of ~~ng pLIed. Unfortunately -it lhillls been :flr:ue Lo:rrds 'people would w~e uP. to ~'ts ser.J.i.. 
and bein..g: poss'eSSedi ,b;v. the rt:.ruth ,muheSle th!r'ougrhrourt aH ages, :thaJt :iJn merr.eniCe- ,ousn~s. Such teachmg lmplries rbhe 
~ys . of falJse teachilllg, mId 'Ways of to the !truth ·of God, the're ;have a!lways Clh~gmg .ofGod's meelSa:ge, .mirsrrepre­
lmoWllIllg" the troth may be PIQmted; out been dieceivers. Our f,i!l"rsrt; parrents 'Were sent1ng HIm befo;re the ;people; iea.dimg 
A benediction! ri'eih 'i~ !spiritual ,bles'sdinrg deccived by Sata.n" and ,back of alil ihu- rto iSeTliious S:Piriitu.a;l loss, ;jf not to eter­
ooncl~ the saautatlO'll, (v. 3). mam: dJecei:ve!l"lS! :irs, this gtl."ea.t decei-ver, ~aJ. .dlestruotion: m.t true parrt. of ilihosre ~ 
II. WALKING IN TRUTH, (VB. 4-6) ,(Rev. 20: 3, 1.0). We '8I1"e als'o monned! 'accept :the tea~mg, a;n;d lS thre QeV!lI's 

1. The apOoShle iin ~'eSe VeJr.Sle& g.i:ves tha.t we wrestle lJKlIt agaiJIsit f.llesih ,and meth~d of lera?lng :people from ~od. We 
expressri'olll to his jl9'Y at rbh~ spiJritUIIIIl blJood but agamst the Il"ll'lers of thJe pre- ~e not. surp~ ~en ~t the eomm8illld 
oondri:tioor of the 'e1ecit ~ad&'s fa.mi:l:y. They senJt 'W1OJ."Ild dark:ness, etc., (Epih. 6:m). gmm11l1 thiis s'eClbion evelll rtlhough it 
were "walking in truth" .accorrdliirug 00 We ought the'1'e1fore Ito be oonJtiin'UIBIl1y.on s'hould seem s;eve:re, especioally when we 
the OOIIl:man:dment ,of '~od, the Fa.ther 'OUI.'! guam 3!ga;inst the ;work ,of ~e ,note, '~ ,J;ohrn: .fu!1"!lilier srta~. rbbat ".he 
(v. 4). 'lin. t..i.e 'JIliidst of ennor rtbJey were W,Yckied Ollie. Emphasis requires to lbe th'at .biidJdietbr hqm .god-speed ~s pa:rta:kei" 
true rbo God. And . such 'a OOIllIditionlaiid upon the fact of the dreeeivelJ."s, be- ,of -Mos evia deeds," mea.nmg that .if we 
bri~s joy to :the ~Tt of every' real ing '8i~~d:. There am 510 many. ... capable ·offer en~ou:ra~ell!-ent. to ,:!uch 'Son one we 
Sel"V'8i1Iit of God. Fa,1se rtea.chi.ng has 'a of beLi'evmg allmost an.y:1lhilnrg they hear, ~e helpIng hIm lID his 'W'1cked waY'S. Am 
Crolnitaminartiing in:filuenee. and trta.'IlIy he... es:peciralily if ScdptUT.e is qUiortJed m 's~- 'l,t 'Slbould be no,ted fur:bher that to offer 
li~ve!l"s are thereby defiled; S'O the .g'II"e&~ pont ,O!f ilt. The Bereahs ofrer us' .arnI e'X- encOU!r'lLgement i's detrimentail to the one 
er irs the j'oy corncer:n:ing those w:hJo wi'lfu ample of the mlmnreD." in whim we {Jug.bIt :rrc:oeeiyin:g it, f>o'~ it but oo~rms Ibdrm iin. 
stand sUCIh influence, 111:00 rrema.m p-qre to treat all teaching, (Acts 17:11). The .hIS ISm. The attItude of God'lS the one to 
in the midst of oorrrurption. It is furr- parti:cU:~1lil" err~ of the d'eceive'l"S !here be f~ltOwed; nrever e-nCOUTa,gre, CondOlllle, 
tber dmpliedi thart they WIeIl"e col"l"OOt in rreferred to. was th'at they OOlllfessro n;ort ~ 'g,lYe oounten!ance to sm IOIf' any kimd, 
life '1118 we,H as' dn belief.. If there is "that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh" h~t rather reprove it. Explain "'h~ Il'IeaI 
anythmg as bad, i,f not' wo:rrse :tha:n a thus drenyim:g His f.nca:rtnration: and by n:ature .of f.~lse teachd:n:g, GOlfs .arttirtudle 
ModIeT:niS't, it is, a Fu:ndrame.ntalilst whlOlse imp1i~ati!()lIl. His rrediemptive WOl'" on Oail- tow:ard .irt! an~ t:h.e grave .dra:n!ger of tam~ 
life contradicts his pr:ofesrsi.oD.. Such I8:li 'V'aory, a most serri(lUS emr rtruly C'haT- .per.mlg WIth It. 
one dIoes greart haTlJll to ;th,re cause !Of ·acterized as a,llItJi.c1lmisti·an. It soou·ld.be (' • ." 
truJth.. Emphasis here may bela.idJ ~'OIIl noted that all f·alse teaching in one way D) The Closmg qreeting, (vs. 12,13). 
rtihe necessity for corrrect diivmg '1118 welll o()(l" anlorther dlirectly wffecrbs Olm" Lorrdl, There were m~y thingis (In ;the ibJea.:rt 
.as correct belief; '8100 ll!!JOO also may amid therefore shouid :never be treated of the ap'ostl'e whlClh he wiJsohed to com­
be ,made of t;;he nature of :the tr:uthfuJ lig1utly~ mundc.a.te to his frienJdls, but be refrrairned 
~alk, 'b1!e ,aids ,to thi.s walk, and ,the (B) Abiding in the Doctrine, (vs. 8, 9). fr:oon wrriti,ng tblem li.n I8IIlIticipalti,O,n, ,of' 
bles'secliness subjective 'am objedti.ve of In these vel"Sles there iIs first a WBirn.'" a foOil1bheomi:ng v.isit, wihen speaking :liacJe 
iSIlrob a walk. 2. F.ol!}owirng rtlhIis state- inrg to. the sa.ints ern.joy;irlllg earne:fuliniess to fa,oo their j,O'Y would 'be full. One 
mern.t a Nquest is :n:oted. wherei:n ,tJhe in the mMst ,f.'f enOl" lest they 'also sb:O'11ild can' weH unde'l"SItaind. rbhiirs :r:esult 0CCIlIl"­
apo.stle 'expresses the d~irre "tihaJt we be m:feoted. The very best are Mt ring from s>uclJ. a ~sit for ihe bras writ­
}.ove one '8iIl.o.'bher" (v. 5). 1m bJi.s first ,above temptation, and we 'S'ooUild ex- ten in 'sUC'b a ;warm ma.IliIlIel" of the ,love 
episrtle emplva.s.is i'S laid ,upon the ,adop- ercis;e a1l due Caution lest ~ :liall which exirsted ibetweelll them. 


