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A TREE OF THE LORD'S PLANTING 
In a park a hundred yards or so from the desk 

where the I Editor now writes there is a tree which 
was planted by the late King Edward VII. when, he 
visited Canada as Prince of Wales about 1860~ if we 
correctly recall. The tree has grown to a g'reat' size 
and is still flourishing. . . . 

Our Lord. Jesus Christ taught us that God Him~el£ 
plants trees: "Every -Plant which my heavenly Father. 
hath not planted shall be rooted up." We propose in 
this artide to tell the simple story of the remarkable 
growth of one of the plants of God's planting. 

Church, are all led by defenders of Pl'Ofessor L. H. 
Marshall who denies the infallibility of the Scripture, 
and mocks at salvation through the precious blood of 
Christ. When the deadly leaven of MarshalIism has 
had sufficient time t,o work, and little by little' the 
Baptist pulpits of the Ontario and Quebec Conven
tion ar~ filled with Marshallites preaching Marshall
ism, the genuine evarigelical -believers of Brantford 
and elsewhere will: wake up to discover how much our 
protest was needed; and how well grounded in fact 
was our contention. 

Meanwhile we thank God ther~ is one church in 
Brantford that stands uncompromisingly for the faith; 
and that that church bears the name of "Shenstone". 
The name was given to perpetuate the memory of the 
late T. S. Shenstone, for many years a'prominent fig
ure in the missionary life of the Baptist churches of 
Ontario. Mr. Shenstone was the first Treasurer of 
the Foreign Mission Board when it began its work 
in 1866. 

The subscribers of this paper throughout the world, 
irrespective o£ the countries in which they live, are 
evangelic,l believers who are committed' to the faith. 
once for ;all delive'red unto the saints. It is prS:ibable 
also that most of our readers understand ·that. Mod
ernism is a plague common to all countries. There 
are diseases which are peculiar to certain climates. 
and to certain races; but Modernism knows no dis
tinction of' race or clime. Because this is so, our 
readers will be interested in every successful resist
ance of the atta~ks 'of this religious pestilence. ' 

It is for this reason we have from time to' time 
given so much of our space .to the discussion of· local 
,matters; the fact being, of course, that, in principle, 
these local conflicts are the same as are being waged 
by faithful believers the world around. This is our 
apology for devoting so much of the space of this 
week's Gospel Witness to an announcement of the second 

We, have been going over th'e old records of the 
Baptist denomination in Canada as far back as the 
Canadian Baptist Register of 1860, and -the records of J. 
those early days read very much like the records 'of 
these first two years of our Union of Regular Baptist 
Churches. Any candid reader will admit that we are 
standing just where the Baptists of those days stood 

. Annual. Convention of the Union of Regular Baptist 
Churches of Ontario and Quebec: 

The Convention will be held in Shenstone Memorial 
Baptist Church, Brantford, Ontario, It is eminently 
fitting that a Conventi0n of Regular Baptists, stan:ding. 
uncompromisingly for the faith of Christ, should be 
held in the chUich bearing the honoured nam~ of 
"Shenstone". and in the one-time Regular Baptist ,city 
of Brantford. In years gone by Brantfor-d was a.1~ap-

. ti!'t stronghold from which many of the foremo.st 
'leade~s of the Baptist Churches in Ontario came .. 
To-day, alas! the First Baptist Church, Park Church, 

. Calvary Church, Immanuel Church, .and Riverdale 
) 

in respect to the doctrines of tae gospel. FlIr this 
reason it is peculiarly -appropriate that our second 
Convention should be held in Brantford, a city so rich 
in historic Baptist associations.. ' 

Shenstone's' Recent History. 
,The recent history of Shenstone Memorial Church 

is an object lesson for Baptist laymen thr~>ughout the 
world. We recognize and acknowledge that, under 
normal conditions, the Pastor of a church, whom the 
New Testament describes aI>' an "overseer", ought to 
be the leader of the people. But if he fails in his duty 
some faithful layman ought to take the helm in hand . 
Shenstone Memorial Church lived at a poor dying rate 
f.!Jr several years. When the controversy over Mar
shall.ism ar0se, Shenstone Church was led by a pastor 
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who early showed a di~"i)ositiori to follow the crowd 
whichever way it might go. If the laymen of Shen
stone Memoria:l Church had done as many other lay
men have done, that church, like others~ would have 
been led back from Kadesh-B.arnea into the wilderness, 
instead of forward into the promised land. But two 
or three of the men of that church, having profound 
convictions of truth, stood heroically against all efforts 
t.o persuade them from their loyalty t.o Christ and His 
Word; and when, under their leadership, 'certain 
resolutions were carried by the church, the pastor 
resigned. If the churches of Ontario and Queb!!'c had 
each had such laymen as Shenstone had, ninety per 
cent. of the churches would have insisted on sending 
Professor Marshall back to England. 

A Resignati'On Resulting in Revival. 
The resignation of the Shenstone pastor marked 

t~'e Ibeginning of days of unprecedented spiritual 
Iblessing for the church. Even before ~nother pastor 
could be secured there was a "sound of a going in the 
tops of the mulberry trees". The stand the church 
had taken for the 'faith attracted Baptists from other 
churches wh.o were disgusted with the compromising' 
attitude of their pastors; and in a short time Shen
stone became a hive of spiritual industry. 

T·lie. R~v: F. A. McNulty. 
The church was unmistakably led of the Lord in 

calling to the pastorate Rey. F. A. McNulty who had 
been, for some years prior to that, pastor of a Baptist 
Bible. Union church in Seattle, Washington. Brother 
McNulty showed himself at once to be a sound teacher, 
an able preacher, and a skillful leader. Under his 
pastorate the church has made phenomenal progress. 
It ·has been necessary to enlarge the building greatly, 
and the work of the Lord in Shenstone is like a thriv-

Rev. F. A. McNulty, P.astor of Shenstone 
. Memorial Regular Baptist Church (to 

me right), Brantford, Ont., where the 
Second Annual Meeting of the Union 
of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario 

and Quebec will held, No\v. 19-22. 

ing garden in June where flowers and fruit abound. 
Because the part of the city where Shenstone Church 
is located is not served by street cars' the, -church 
operates its own 'bus Sunday morning,-first gather
ing up the children for the School; then going over' 
the route later it picks up people coming to church. 

We have bef.ore us a letter from one of the deacons, 
of Shenstone Church in which he says: 

"On March 27, 1928, Re'V. F. A. 'McNulty, formerly 
of Seattle, Washington, began his ministry amongst us. 
Times of ,blessing are ibeing e!X.perienced iii. this church' 
such as have never before !been known. Even the ()ldest 
memibers, some of thirty years or more of experience 
in church life in Shenstone', have never. seen such 
gracious'times before.' . 

"Less than three years ago the· attendance at the one 
and: only prayer meeting did n()t exceed twenty exc~pt 
on very rare occasions. The seriousnes's· of this is seen 
when it is remembered that we had an accredited mem
~bership of two .hundred.. Our congregations at that time' 
seldom, if ever, exceeded a hundred. In November, 1927, 
the church had! what is commonly known as 'a split', but 
we now thank God for the split. 

"A desperate eff'Ort· to save this church for . the Mar
shallites was made, and many and varied methods were 
used. For instance, one member prpminent ibecause of 
his love for the old Book. was met with this proposal: 
'If you will keep your mouth shut, I know where I can. 
put my hand on seven or eight thousand dollars to' pay 
the . mortgage off the church.' Needless to say, this 
attempt at 'bri'bery was treated with 'the contempt it 
deserved'. The Pastor resigned, three de'acons, the Sun
day School Superintendent, aibouteight Sun.day School 
teachers, and Ibetween twenty and thirty members moved 
to other churches. To all appearan'ees the situation thus. 

. became an impossiible one. ' 
"The people .were thrown iback upon the Lord, and they 

prayed--and the Lord answered. N ow souls are being 
saved continually in .shenstone. Congregations tax the 
se'ating capacity at almost every service, and three 
prayer meetings a week arL :!1eld instead of one." 
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, 
The . tptal offerings for the: church have nearly 

doubl'ed, and the missionary giving has about trebled. 
Since .Mr. McNulty became Pastor the membership 
of the ·church has practically doubled also, " 

The delegates to the Convent"ion oJ the Union in 
Brantford may be sure of a very hearty welcome by 
the Pastor and people of Shenst6ne Church, who are. 
making every preparation t9 serve the convenience 
and comfort of all. 

THE WORK OF THEf UNION. 
There are several phases of our Union work whose 

progress may be estimated when compared with 
similar activities ·011 the part of other organizations. 
The Union of Regular" Baptist Churches of Ontario 
and Quebec was formed in November, 1927. Thus we 
are just rounding out the second year.of our organized 
existence. ", " , ( 

We have Ibefore us a copy of The Canqdian Baptist 
Register dated 1860, which contains s~me interesting 
facts. For example, we find that the publication ot The 
Canadian Baptist Register began very. much like The 
Gospel Witness. In this number of The Canadian Ba.ptist. 
Register 'We read, "Resolved that the~ report of the Con
vention be inserted in The Canadian Baptist Register 
pUlblished .by Dr. Fyfe, and that the nlinutes of this meet
ing, together with 'an absfract of the' report, be sent to 
The Christian Messenger as soon as :possible for inser
tion." Later we read, "Dr. Fyfe stated that he had in 
connection with· a member of his chuFc'h, purchased The 
Christian Messenger, and that it wo~ld be removed to 
Toronto on the firs~ of July next." T'hus even the Year 
Book was a priV'ately own~d publication, as, was' also 
The Christian Messenger. " , ", 

The copy of The Register before us· contains '''minutes' 
of the annual meeting of ;1lhe B3Iptist: Missionary Con
v:ention of Canada West". The reports iti this issue ·are 
for the year ending October, 1859; a~d the Missionary 
Convention was the eighth 'annual meeting. It was held 
"jn", the Baptist chapel, Brantford, Gktober 12th and 
13th". 'Statistics are given of two hundred and twenty-

" five churches, representing a mem'bership of twelve thou
sand" and seventy~eight. Our own Union, existing for 

, only, two years, includes only eighty-sev~n churches, with 
two additional co~perating churches, and three missions 
-ninety-two, in all-with ah approxiniate 'merpibership 
of about ten thousand. Ten churches have left the Bap
tist Convention of Ontario and Quebec, and have united 
with the Union since our last Conventio'n. We have no 

's!atistics of conversions and ,baptisms: they will be re
ported,in The Gospel Witness in due course. 

But another item from this old copy 9f The Register 
may ,be very 'interesting. In the report of the Baptist 
Missionary Convention of Cana:da West,: over the signa
t~re of Thomas L. Davidson; we read as follows: 

"Having spoken of each ,missionary an4 mission field 
in detail, we may now sum up the resu~ts, so far as 
.figures go, and these figures are the result of a careful 
investigation of the reports 'sent in to the ',Board during 
the year just closed. The general tarbula~ed statement 
will be found appended to this report. The number o.f 
missionaries employed during the year-~hat is" since 
Oct. 12th, 1858, -is nine. Besides these, one: has laboured 

. fqr nine months, and fuur for six months; in all, four
teen. 

"These missionaries have preached the ;gospel at 56 
stations. The average total alttendance ,upon their minis-
trations has ibeen 3,7·90 ,persons. ' 

"The memlbership of the churches of which they have' 
the oversight,. numbers 978 communicants. They ··have 
preached 1,7a8 sermons; made 2,734 pastoral visits; 
travelled 25;228 miles; and Ibaptized 212 ,believers into 
the name of the Triune God. The churches sus,tain 12 
Sarbbath schools, taught by 77 teachers, and embracing 
'an aggregate scholarship of &23 children. .In connection 
with ,many of these schools there are B~ble classes taught 
!by the missionaries. The amount app'ropriated boy the 
Board to missionaries· during the past year has been 
$1,275. The sum of $1,'76;1.1-2 has Ibeen. raised by 9ur 
mission churches toward pastoral sUP'P'ort, while $114.70 
has been raised for the Convention on the various mission 
fields. . 

"In view of what has 'been done during the year, what 
'Pious heart can fOl"bear exclaiming, 'The Lord hath done 
great things for us, whereof ,we are' glad.' Nor can the 
good effected during the year be judged, of by these 
figures. New ground has Ibeen brO'ken, feeble churches 
strengthened, prejudices, against our denominational 
v.iews and practices broken down, Sabbath schools es,tarb
lished, and sad and desolate hearts made to rejoice In 
the enjoyment of the ·means ,of grace, who have, long 
,pined in solitude, while their harps were hung 'On the 
willows." 

Of course it must be 'borne in mind that money had a 
greater value in those days,' and that the population of 
Canada was much smaller. But when we read that the 
sum appropriated by the Board for the support of mis-. 
sionaries was only $1,275.00, it makes one' feel as though 
our new Union were already engaged in large enterprises. 
- In the report of the Baptist Missionary Convention 
for Oanada East, for the same year, over the signature 
of J. Demsey, Secretary, we rea:d as follows: ' 

"W.hen it is considered ~hat the ~resent has been the 
first year of the existence of the Conventiqn-that mis
sionaries had to Ibe obtained, fields of labour found and 
explored, and other difficulties which attend a new 
enterprise met and overcome-the progress is' quite 
encouraging. ,Seven missionaries have ibeen employed; 
some have been in the field eight ·monrths, some four, 
.and some two. The missionaries do not all sus·tain the 
same relation to the Cbnvention. Some of them are 
employed and directed by the"Boardi; others receive their 
support from another quarter, and merely report through 
the Board. Within the 'Past eight months, one church 
which had lost its visibility, has been gathered together 
and revived; two new churches have been formed; 
twenty-four ,persons have heen baptized; $1,086.41 ex
pended; and the found:ationr laid for greater usefulness 
in time to come.' If God grant His blessing, we hOope that 
the present year will witness the conversion of many 
sinners :to the Lord Jesus, through the efforts of the 
Convention. " 
Thus the two Mis~ionary Societies which represented 

the two hundred and twenty~five churches spent, between 
them, for Home Missions, $2,361.41. 
, 'But is ·not this rather good ?""":'''One church which had 
lost its visibility, 'has been gathered toge.ther and revived." 
There are some churches in our day that have "lost their 
visibility"! The same may :be said of ,thousands of church 
members. ' 

. Dipping into the report of the different churches we 
find the chur,ches were smaIl; the difficulties were great; 
and that not a few names which now stand out in Can- ' 
adian Baptist history as representing men of great 'a,bility 
are to Ibe found 'in the list of those who laboured in very 
small places, preaching to but a handful of people. 

Algain: it is worth bearing in mind that if the eighth 
annual meeting of the Baptist Missionary Convention 
of Cana:da w~re held in 1859, the first must have been 
held ill 1851. Yet it was not until 1866 that the first 

. independent Canadian Baptist' Foreign Missionary So-
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ciety was formed. Thus they were in existence for fifteen 
)'earS as a Missionary Society before they assumed 
responsibility for carrying on foreign ~ission w.ork of 
their own. Prior to 1866 they co-operated wIth the 
American Baptist Foreign Missionary Society. Compare 
that with the wOl'k of the Union of Regular Baptist 
ChuI"Ches which in less than one year from its organiza
tion had ~lready despatched two missionaries to Liberia, 
and now at the end of the second year, have three' 
missiona;ies on the field, with mission premises in course 
of construction, and a foreign mission station well on 
the way to establishment; with the first convert reported 
as having been baptized. 

Our Home Mission Work. 
, Too work {)f the churches of the Un~()IJI at home is not ~ess 

encouraging than the work abroad. Sinee. the i.nJcepJ:ion of 
the Union new churches> have IbeIe:n organnzed at Wmdsror, 
Wheatley, Chatha.m, St. Thomas, Londlon!, Wi-ngham, Walslh, 
Scotland, Burtch, Lindsay, Belleville, Trenton, Ottawa, Mont-
reai, and ·other places. . 

BlesSling has c·o.me to aU ou·r churches, and s.ome r:eport 
really great revivals. 

The Toronto Baptist Seminary. 
The progres's .O!f the Semijnaryhas> 'beeIII phemmernal. Al

though only three years> old, the Seminary now has e'iglWy
one full courSie day .SI1mdents·, apart fr·om the eve'lliing CliaSlSleS. 

Records Compared. 
. It may 'be inter-esrting to cOIIllJ!a·re. t'h~'S> record! with the 
record of the early diays .O!f other lJl!StltutlOns. >It lS scarcely 
fair to compare. Spur~·on's Oollege wi-th any 'other, 'be'cauSie 
the pe'rs'on:ality, popularity, and great pres.tige of Mr. Spur
geon gave that institution a place with which no other oolleges 
could hope to compete. Yet, according to The Canadian Bap- • 

. tist Register of 1863, Spurgeon's College was founded in 1856, 
&lid In 186S-or pr,esumably in 1862--six ye'ar& later, it had 
an at1:Jem:diance of thirty-two stud'elnts. Only two other Bap
tist college'S in England e:qualled it, that of PoDJtypool, hav
ing thirty-seven students, and Regernt'sl Park, trnrty-thl'ele .• 
In 1870 when Spu:rg,eon'·s College was fourteen ye'ars ·old, 
therre w~re eighty students in attendance; as' agaill1Slt e,igbJty
one in the Toronto Baptist Seminary in its t'}1i'rdl year. 

We have before us anotheT list of Baptist theological inslti
tutions, those of the United! States, reponed in the Ba,ptist 
Year Book of 1877. After. ea'ch name we wiH give two fig
urers: the first, the date of -the founding of the school;' and 
the seco.nd, the nUomber .crf. students In attend'ance as of the 
year 1876: 

Founded Attendance 
Hamilton Theol'ogicaI SeminaTy, Ram,;, 

ilto.n, N.Y. .............................................. 1820 
Newton Theological Institute, Newton 

Oentre, Mas.s. .......................................... 182,5 
. Western BapU.st Theological Institute, 

Georgle'town, Ky. .. ........ ,....................... 1840 
Rochester Theological Settndnary, Roch-

ester, N.Y. ............................................. 1'861 
Southern Baptisit Theologi-cal Seminary, 

Greenville, . S.C. ..................................... 1869 
Baptist Union TheoIogi'ca'l Seminary, 

Chicago, Ill. ............................................ 1867 
Crozer Theol-ogical Seminary, Upliand, 

Pa .............................................. ;.............. 1868 

42· 

67 

~ 
/. 

76 

66 

65 

46 

In tMs l'ist it will Ibe seen that the you·ngest of all these 
institutions, Crozer TheoIogical Serminary, when it waSl n~ne 
years oM, had an attendian.ce of forty-s,ix, and that no SleJmin
ary in th'e Un~ted States, in the year 1877, had an attendance 
equal to that of the Tor.onto Baptist Seminary to-dlay. 

First Three Years of Toronto Baptist College. 
But as we come c~osrer home we find, a still more iJllterest

ing comparis'on. The Toronto Baptist College, out of which 
McMaster Uniiversrity gnew, pres'erntedi its first allJDu'al report 
at the thirty-firs.t allJOOa:l meeting of the Bap·tist Missionary 
Convention, held in James ·.street Baptist Church, Hamilton, 
October 18 and 19, 1882. !\:t that meeting, the PreMd~nt, 

Dr. J'ohn A. 'Cast1re, reportedl an enroHmen.t for the first year 
of tJwenty-three students. The secondl annual- report of the 
Toronito Baptist ColLege ·was· presrernted' to the '~nvention of 
what then had ibecomre, ''by reorganization, ''The Baptist 
Union of ,CanadJa", which wais heIdi in Jarvis ·Street Church. 
Tor-onto,. May l,st to 3rd, 1883. In that r.eport, Presidient 
Cas.t]e s,tatted, "Twenty-four srtudlen:ts' had! attendedl Lectu'res, 
and three otherS' hav,e had per.m.isrsi'O'IlI to pass OUT exam~na
tioDlS, pUl"Suing their studliesl at ho.me." 'The CO.DlVe1ttion of 
the Baptist Union of Oanada fo.r 1884 wa·s. held in Park Bap
tis.t Church" Bran.nford, May 28th to 30th. In the third! year 
of itS' exis1ieln'ee, the Presiidernt of the 'l'oronto Baptist 001-
1ege reportedl: "There have been in regular attendance in 
our lecture rooms fmy-one Situdlents,. Of these, Sle'VellI.are 
from the Northwest, a·nd eight friom the Maritime Provinces." 

Thus, during the third year of its work, the Toronto Bap
tist CoHt!'ge had a fractio1ll mOl'le than half the IlIUmbell' of 
students. en·rolled than the Toronto Baptist Seminary has in 
this, its tMrd year, the IllUmbers being forty-one and e'i.gbJty-
OIl!e r-espeiCtive:ly. -

Cause for Thanksgiving. 
The's'e comp'arisons shoUld fil!l USI with thankfulJlles's to God, 

that He has. seIlll; us' so many studlelntsr in the firs:t tha.-!ere years 
. of our h~story. Of cour,s-e, we wouldl not attach to~ great 

importance to mere numbers. Our o()Inrly reason :f.or r:eferr.ri.ng 
to numbers here is that they are the onl'Yl-poSlSi'bIe' basds' ·of 
comparis'on. W.e recognize that .0llJe .student in any college 
.may mean mo;re to the king.dJorn of God! than aH the rest put 
together. We do not kllJO,w the quaIity of all our studJenots 
in the SeIII1inary as yet, for some are bil,t FreSlhmen, anJd 
most of them are comparatively untried. We dio kn·ow, ho()'W
.ever, tbat they are devoted' to the Lord and His' Hook, and 
that practically without exceptio.n they a;r.e giving them
Slelves with great earnesmeS'Sl and! indiustryto their studies. 
We 'kn'Ow 'also that many·of them have aI'l'e'ady pro·ved' cap·able 
.pr:e·achers and. Le'aders of the people .of 'Godl; and some have 
.already been ma1'veJUouSily used of God to the cO'DlVersIon of 
sirlnrers. The com~ng years: may prov.e that Slome of them 
WeJl'e .no,t as! s,tr.on·g aSl {)thrers; ibut 1lhat would be equ·aHy true 
of thestudoots' im the! othJer colleges to whi'eh we have 
:r.eferred. 

Brantford Convention, Nove~ber 19-22. 
The 'ConV!ention of .the Union of Re'gular Baptist ChurcheS 

,of Ontario and Quebec wiH meet in the ShelllSltone Memorial 
.Church, Brailitford', Tuesldlay to Friday, Nov.ember 19th to 
2200 inclusive. We ask alB our readers' earJllelStly to pray for 
God's blessing upon this gathering. 

The Convention Programme. 
It may 'interest OUr readrer.s' if we ·offer a word ·of e~pl8:na

ti·oIn :respecting the programme of thJei CODIVen17ion printed in 
this issue of The Gospel Witness. At the Convention of On
tario and Que'bec, held in Peterboro, Ont., October, '1913, a 
special commiittee was appoi-nted 1lo cooperate with the Execu
tive ·Co.mmittee of the Con;ve'Jlltiolli in planllling a Forward 
Movement in missIons'. The Ediitor of this paper was hon-

. oured with .a: place on 1iliiat committee. 
The ,sipecial! comm.ittee met in diue time in Toro.nto, and 

.appoi·IlIterd' a sub-committee ·to dlraw ·up a programme. We 
were appoirllbed also as .a _ member of this slUb-committee. 
Wlren the Comttnitt-ee met we ventured' to address the Co.m
mittee in some such terms a:.s thesle: It is the complaint of 
many brethTeIlr that the ConVoention: programmes are "cut 
and dlried", ,that so many speakers are appointed in advance 
that n,o tiIll/e! is left fox dds>cus'Sion, and,delegates come to the 
.Oonventio,n to hea!l' speeches, and by the'ir vote either to 
8ipprove or dii.~app'rove of what is said, 'but they haV'e V'ery 
little opportunity to make any con.trihution to the re-Iucida
tion of the ·slU'bjects' conslidered: This Committee has· heen 
a~ed to plan a. Fo~ward !VI0vement in Missions. .Any mis
s~ona.ry. ente!l'p~se IS a kmd .of s·a.lles,manrs,hip undertaking. 
A m~sslona·ry IS a propag·and~srt;, a me'ssenger to deHver a 
message. Would it llIot be well for us' to take SItock and to 
consider what message we haV!e' to dielive·r; and having con
s~d'Ereed that, give thought 'tio the urgency of' dlel~very the 
character of the me&sage implies. . 

We then p,roposed that we should consider first the sine 
qll.a non, the irreducible minimum of the Baptist message' 
~hat any person w·ould ~ required to accept before becom: 
Ing a memlber of a BaptlB-t church. We e·xplained that we 
had! no thought of any elaborate theological treatiSle but a 
simple sta~t of that whdch is ;required {)f any ~n or 

... 

.' 
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. woman, boy or gi~l, beI:fore ~O'IIl~II!g into the membership of 
a Baptist church. We suggesteqJ thIs!be put in ·the fQrm ·of 
a 'l"es,olution, and that Slome'o1lie move its: adop'tion in a 'brie£ 
speech of five' or 1:JeII! minutes,. and 81IIiotheir s'econdi it, a·nd then 
the Wihole Convention be invited to discuss it, aM vote upon 
it. If it ·ear·ried, that woulldl invO'l'Ve the declal"astion of 'Prin
cip]e 'OJ!! the part of the! COIIJVem.tidn in r.e'spect to that fuIllda-
men.tal matte'!". . 

We suggested: that thiSi be followed by a further resolu
tion to the e·ffect that if this be OUI" m1ess,ag,e we ought to 
declare it to aU the people at home. Hence, ·we Slhould! halV,e 
a brief r.esolution srettiIllg forth ·our Home MiSISionary obligla
tion, to 'be tl'eated' in the same way, with· very bdef 's.peoeches' 
by the mOlVe'!" and! sooollid!er, giving thie whole Con,y.enrt;i{)n 
opp'ortu,nity for discusMon. 

This should be fonowed., iJI! ·the third! place, we sUgigested, 
by a s1milan" 1."eS'olution setting forth ou.r .obligation to carry 
vhe gospel to the r.egioIliS beyoJ!!d .. ThiS! resOOIlutioIII would 
dlefine our responsibili.tieS! l"espeeting FOJ.'e-ign MissioIIIs. 

In the fourth plasce, 'WIe 'Pl"opoSled .. that inasmuch as' we !be
lileved something, all!d were resolved to p,r.each it at home 
and! ab1"oad, w.e ·should need p·reacheTsl an'd; missio,narieS' who 
believed the same thing, and who were trained to preach and 
teach theSIe' truths. .Ml this' pointed' to the nece'Slsdty f'O'!" .~ 
educational institution in .wbi·ch ministers and miSlSionaries . 
could be trained. This., we 'proposed', should be ·set.oot in a' 
f.ou:rth res'olution covering· our 'obligation respeeting ednrea
tion, and! dealt . with in t'hle same way a:s the ,other resiolu
tions. 

We prOJl'OSled fu1"ther, that these resolutions ·should be 
printed!·1IIS part .of the prog;mmme, 'that the programmle! should 
he Slent in Hheral quantitieS! in advancse to an the churches:; 
and! that the programme sihouldi Sltate' that each delegate 
should! conside'r hillJ.Slelf as' having a pa.r.t In t1le programme 
of the Convention. '. . 

Our suggestion took like "Wild-fire"', and the brethren did 
. us ·the honour ·of most he&l'!tily approving the propokl. It 

vias then 'Pl'op{)sed tbJat the late Dr. J. H. F:a.rmer and! 'the 
PalSltor of Jarvia Street Ohu1"Ch should each prepan".e a draft 
of the first resolution iIlldependlentlty of each othetr &Il!dI al
together without conferen~, and' br.ing it to then~ meet
ing ·of the CGmmittee f.Gr d!iscu'SlSion. To this· Dr. Fa.ormer 
a·nd! this' writer ~ . " 
'. The Committee next met at a luncheon! iliowntown, and we 

d!J.s'Cussed oor bus1neS1S :I11"O'1loo the _ ·table. . The writer was 
seated! next to. Dr. Farmer., We were called upon first to 
r~ad our ~mft resolution. We cannot, of course, at this 
diiSitanlce, gIve the exact verba forni .of it, hut it waS! to this 
effect, that we believe men are by natur.e lost :and undlone· that 
the<y c!1n be saved o~y!>Y the im.put~ti.on of ·t~ righteou'S'lIIeSIS 
of GhrIst through fa~th IIII the cleaJIJS!i.rllg pOW!ell" .o:fi HIs 'Pl'1eCi<1US 
bI~od &IIId! l.'Iege.lIlel"at10n by the Holy Ghost; that aIm who thus 

belIeve should, on the authGrity Gf the 'infaJlible Wo.rd of 
God, ~ ~mmersed, in the llIame of the Father, Son, and! Holy 
Ghost; 8.nd that such belie!Ve:t'IS .SlhouIldl be formed! into 'Eocal 
'as-sernib1ieSi ca1=ledchul'lChes:, for mutual edification andi fur 
the propagation of the gospel. '.' 

As soon as we had read this, a melJllber o.f the Committee, 
who. had not b~n pr~sent when the reso.lutiGn ,principle was 
agreed upon, ImmedIately ro.se ·and fiercely deno.unced the . 
;proposal! ~eclarin&, ~hat Baptists ~ad .inov~~ fa.r away frGm 
theIr o.rIgInal POSItIOn, and that If anythIng were bro.ught 
into a Baptist 'Convention requiring people to state what 
they Ibelieved, it Wo.uld split it in two.. At this,' Dr. Farmer 
drew fro.m his ,pocket' his own' resolution and showed it to 
US,, saying in a whisper, "It is us·eless' to· &ug.gest this', f'or 
if they will not pass yours, theY' would not look at moine." 
Dr. Farmer's Sltateme·nt was theologically orthodox, but was 
really a treatise on systematic theology, and 'Would have 
required a month for any deliber·ate assembly ·adequateJy to 
discuss it. As· soon as this o.ne man voiced his' objectio.n 
Dr. Farmer and other members {)f the Committee eapi,tulated 
to him; not o.ne of them stood up for the principle they had 
ag.reed to at the earlier m~eting, and it was decided to call 
the whole 'Committee togethe'l" for the consideration nf' the 
sooje:ct. , . 
. A meeting o.f the larger Committee was subsequently held, 
and in the meantime Dr. Farm~r ha:d! prepared:. another 
resolution ·which was utterly colo.urless-alm.ost anY'bo.dy 
Co.uld have voted fo.r it. As his resolutio.n was read, a. certain 
bro.ther rose and said s'omething to. this effect: Such a resolu
tion' as that would be useless; fo.r even a Unitaria,n could 

I> 

vote' for it, and it WGuld commit us to. no de·finite position· 
at all. 

Thus our proposal went by the bo.ard; and when the 
meeting had ,been dismissed, and before we left the board 
room we said to Dr. Farmer in the 'P·resence of several 
brethren, "Your course has allowed this O'bjector to leave 
this ro.om iboasting that he had swung a club over your head, 
and da1."ed the representatives of the Baptist Convention to. 
.telH 'the 'World what 'they ihe:Hie·ve." . 

It was ultimately agreed, as we remember, t6 add two 
days to the regular Convention time for special consideration 
of o.ur missionary OIbligation; ibut before the ConlVention 
could meet in Octabe'!", 1914, the Great War was raging, and 
the Forward! M,ovement in Missi{)ns had to be postponed. 

Since that time much water has flowed under the bridge, 
and many who, in those· days, were p:rominent in the De
nomination's councils have gone to the land beyond. Since 
then we have' learned more fully than we knew at that time 
how bitter and implacable is the opposition of so.me men 
calle4 Baptists to the simplest statement of !lvangelical faith. 

A Conventio.n Unafraid and Unashamed. 
But by the leading of the iLor~ as :we coilfidently ibelieve, 

we ha;"e now a new Convention, with its Home Mission work; 
Foreign Mission work; and E~ucationa~ :wor~; and,. if this' 
paper be included and The Un"ton BaptUlt W~tne88, Its pub
li'cati,olll work; with its w.o.men's Missionary Society asnd 
Yo.ung People's org'anization, practically every department 
of the old .convention is duplicated in' the new. But, thank 
God the new Uniion of Regular Baptist Churehes is not,afraid 
to t~n the whO'le world what It believes. After these fifteen 

, years of waiting, from 1914 to 192?, t~e ;pripciple we t~en 
suggested will be tried as an experlment In Gur Co.nVention 
at- Brantford. . .. . 

It . o.ccurred: to us that this little ibit of hIStOry m1ght m
terest many of our people, and show that· the Pastor of 
Jarvis Street Church, who has been living at the heart o.f 
dtenominational :matters ,in this ehurch for nearly twenty 
years has ,known for many years that ·among the supposed 
leade;s of the Baptist Convention of! Ontario .and Quebec 
there have long Ibeen some who are bItterly hosble to ·Evan
gelical Christianity. 

AN YNIQU~ PROGRAMME! 
PROGRAMME OF THE SECOND ANNUAL 

CONVENTION OF THE UNION OF RmGU
LAR BAPTIST CHURCHES OF ONTARIO 

AND QUEBEC 
meeting in 

SHENSTONE M~MORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH, BRAN~
FORD, ONT .. NOVE}JBER 19th to 22nd, 1929 

.. EXP:LA:NA110RY NOTE. 
An examination of the ·following . programme will 

show that some of the most important matters to b~ 
considered' at the meeting of the Union in Brantford 
will be brought before the- delegates in the form of . 
resolutions'. There is a tendency in all religious 'con
ventions to allow the discussion of matters of moment 
to be left to a few appointed speakers, so that the rank 
and file of the delegates have little opportunity to 
express. their views. . The'. object. the Executive 
Committee has had in view in arranging this pro
gramme is to bring the matters before t~e u: n~on . in 
such a way that every delegate ·may conSider hImself 
as on the programme. . The resolutions. will be moved 
and seconded by brief speeches, and then th.e whole 
question will com~ before the body.. for discussion, 
the mover of the ~esolution, according to recognized 
rules of debate, dosing the discussion. 

The Executive request that the -delegates carefully 
study the programme, ,particularly the resolutions 

'.1 

I 

'. 



6 (426) THE GOSPEL WITNESS November 7, 1929 

contained therein, and come prepared to participate 
in the ·discussions. 

TUESDAY, NOVE'MBER 19th 
"I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ." 

-Romans 1 :16 .. 
Morning 

10.30 Meeting. of Executive Board. 
Afternoon 

2.30 Fellowship Meeting-Rev. "V. J. Thomson in 
charge. 

3.30 Forum re Pastors' and People's Conferences
. Rev. A. J. Loveday in charge. 

Evening 
7.30 Prayer and Praise Meeting led by Rev. R. K. 

. Gonder. 
8.00 FIRST SESSION OF CONVENTION-

President' presiding: . / 
Address of Welcome-Rev. F. A. MocNulty. 
Appointment of Committees: 

1. Committee on Scrutineers. 
2. Committee on Nominations. 
3.· Committee on Arrangements. 
4. Committee on Enrollment. 
5. Committee on Budget. 
6. Committee on Resolutions. 

Introduction of new Pastors and rec~nt1y 
ordained ministers. -

9.00 Address: PASTOR JAMES McGINLAY, of 
Central Regular Baptist Church, London, 

. Onto 
WED-NEiSDA Y, NOVEiM~ER 20th 

"He will bless them that fear the Lord both small 
and' great."-Ps. 116 :13. 

Morning 
9.30 Prayer and Praise Meeting led by Rev. J. M. 

Fleming. -
1,0.00 SECOND SESSION OF CONVENTION

Vice-President presiding. 
Executive Committee's and Treasurer's Report 

by Rev. W. E. Atkinson. 
Moved by Rev. W. J. H. Brown; Seconded 

by Rev. John Dodds~ 
General Discussion. . 

Afternoon 
2.30 Devotional Service led by Rev. R. D. Guthrie. 
3.00 THIRD SESSION OF CONVENTION

Vice-President presid'ing. 
Resolution Respecting our Regular Baptist 

. Testimony and the Necessity of Pressing ~e 
Battle to the Gates. 

Moved by Rev. John F. Holliday, seconded 
by Rev. A. J. Loveday: 

WHEREAS, the Baptist -GlmventiO'll of Ontario and 
Queibec has repeatedly endIorsed the anti-e'VangeIical prin
ciples of Modernism as represented iby the teaching of 
Professor L. H. Marsha~l; and! _ 

WHEREAS, the said! Convention amende-d its CoIllSlti
tutiton, 'and exercised! the -authGrity thulJ acquired to 
disfranchise ~ertain Regular Baptist ChUl"CheSl Slituate 
Within the prO'VillJCes' of OntariG and Que.bec, ana this 6 
fOT the reason that the said churches prO'tes'tedl agaiDISt 
the, Moderni'sim. of Profes'SlOr L. H. Mal'!Siha~1; and 

WHEREAS, this action of the said' Baptist .Con'VentiOIll . 
of· OntariG a·nd Quebec has alielllatedi from; the pU'1'!pOS'eB 
and en:dJs to which 'they were left by thei,r respe'ctive' 

donors" every fi.nanlci-a~ Trust committed tG 'the co-ntrol 
. 0If repres'Emtatives ·o-f Regular ·Bapti'st ChurcheS' of On

tario and QUeibec; and has put them under the' cGntrol 
and ddrec'tion of dJellJegates ·of· chu·rches avowedly ·suppo'rt
'ing principles and pers'ODS antagonistic to the doctrinal 
pl1inci'ples commonly heIdi by Regullar Baptism in Canada 
at the tim.e the said Trusts were created; and 

WHEREAS, the s'aid! Baptist Co-nven'tion of Ontario 
and Quebec hI8ISI S'U'cceeded in their alienation, of Baptis't 
·organijzations from the pu-rp'oses to whdch they were 
de!d~cated! only :by mealliS of the deni-al. of in-ci'isiputabioe 
facts, and by .organized and' pel"S'istent misorepres'enta
tion of those who have prolte&ted! against the Conven
tiO'lll'!SO -aposillasy; and 

WHERJEAS, we are con'VinlC~ that. ther:e 'are still 
within the Baptist ,ConvenJtioll! ·of Ontar'iG and! Quebec 
thGusands ·of evaD'geJlic~~ Baptisit& who .acquiesce in the 
present situation O'Iily because they have Ibeen misdn-
:formed ;respectiIIIg .the facts,- . . 

".rnFEREF.ORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that thi!s Co-n'Ven
'tion instruct its Execultive Board tG organize an:dJ prose
cute with the utmost vigour a Oampaign of ·Informa
tion in eve'r.y' co-mmunity .in ,the PrGvince'& of Ontario 
an:d! Quebec within which a Bapt'ist 'Chu,rch is' situate; 
and that we -appeal to aLl, the mem.'bers' of 'aB the churchs 
of the Uniolll of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario 
anid Quebec, by prayer and eff.ort, to ISUPPOTt the Execu
tive Board in the pros'e'CutiGn of slUch a 'Camp'aign, in 
order that an evangelic&:l!' testimony may everywhere be 
maintained. 

General Discussion. 
Evening 

7.30 Devotional Ser~ke led by Rev. W. W. 
Fleischer. 

8.00 FOURTH SEiSS-IION OF CONVENTION
Vice-President presjoing . 

Resolutoon Respecting the Missionary Obliga
tion involved in our Regular Baptist Testimony. 

Mo.ved by Rev. James Hall, seconded by 
Rev.' P. B. Uoney: 

WiHlEREAS, Baptist ibelie'veTS' in a SlUpernaturalJ: Chrls
tialllity, deoriving Its authorlity !from a .supernatural Hook, 
wh>ich is a l"ecordi of the Pers'on and wGrk of 'a super
naltural 'Saviour, Who promisres' to aU who believe '81 

, SlUpern-atural eJrperien'Ce effected s'llper-natural'ly by the 
pGwer of the Holy ,Ghost, are, 'by the very fact o-f thei,r 
;being partJake'r.9 of ·such an e'Xperienee, put in trust 
w'ith the Gospel, and! thuS! Gbl'iga'tedl to preach the gospell 
of pers'OlJI8} salvamOll' through faith in. the expiatory 

,blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, to all men. 
"NIERlEF'ORE BE IT RESOLVED. that we put on 

reco:rd ,our reco-gnitioll! and a,cImowle:d;gment Gf the obl'i.
gatio-n to preach the gospel at home and abl10ad as- OUT
supreme mis'Slion; -and ,that we call upo-n 8111 ou'!" churehes
to endeavour to teach and train .every mem'ber o-f every 
church to a recogIllition olf his or her ob1-igatiOiJll to sup
port the work of mdssJio-n'S' 'at hom'e and abroad. 

,General Discussion. 
I 

AddTess: Rev. T. J. Mitchell. ' . 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER-21st 
"Happy is that people whose ,God is the Lord." 

. . -Psalm 144 ~lS. 
Morning 

9.30 Prayer and Praise led by ,Rev. David Alex~ 
ander. 

, 

10.30 FIFTH SESSION OF CONVENTION
. Vice-President presiding. 
Revision of Constitution, presented b;y Rev. 

E. A. Brownlee. 
General Discussion. 

Afternoon 
2.30 Devotional Service led. by Rev. P. B. Loney. 
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3.00 SIXTH SESSION OF CONVENTION
President presiding. 

RESOLUTION ON CHRI'STIAN GIVING. 
. To be moved by Rev. Morley Hall, Timmins, 
Ont., seconded by Rev. C. H. Leggett, Verdun, 
Montreal: 

WHERE1AS, the cardinaI principle t.o which Regular 
· Baptislbs stand joyful'ly cGmmi,tted ·is the abs'Glute Lord!.. 
'Slhip of Jesus Christ, which principle is' estahliS!hed' upGn 
the mutually complementary doctrinesl of the infaUi'biloity 

,of Christ 'and the infal,Hbility and supreme 'authorship 
of the Scrip-tu'!"eS!; .and, . 

WHEREAlS, th~S! principle iIIJIPfies, and :the Scriptures 
expHcitly teach, that it is an ()I'b1i~tioIl!Gf aU beQieve-rs
to hGnlOur the LGrd with their su.bstance and with ,the 
first'fruits Gf all the9.r increase'; and! that thus to honQ'ur 
the Lord in Old Testament time's' 'invoIved the payment 
of a tithe of all for the mainJtenlan'Ce of public worSihip, 
and the presentatioo Gf many offerings. to the Lordi in 
add~tion the'reto'; and, 

WHEREAS, the payment Gf the tithe was endGrsed 'by 
our Lord as' s!om.ething which "ought· to be aone", (Matt . 

. 23: 23); and, . . 
WHEREAS, the gospeiJ! provides ~hat the righteouS!

nes'S! otf the law ·s'hGuldi be fuldil~ed' in! thas'e who "walk 
'lJI()t after the fles~, 'but after the Spirit", thus' te'a:ching 
that the s,tandards of the goslpe1 are~ not lower than the 
sta:ndiards' of the law; and, 

WHEREA:S, in New Testament times sp.ecial mani
festations of the .spirit's power were invaria.bly asso
ciated with ex~raordinary liberality< on the part of the 
people thus hlessed! Iby His visitation; and, 

I WHERlEAS, the most terrible judgment re'Corded in 
the New Testament, that of the' d~ath of Ananias- 'and 
Sapphira, was the re'sult of un,t-ruthfulnes's in res'PeI!t to 
the matte'!" of giving; and, 

WHEREAS, the Scriptures both of'the Oli a:nd' New 
Testaments promise gre'at is'PirituaI ible/!s~ng as an, accom;.
paniment of Christian Hberality, (Mal. 3:10-12.; II. Cor. 
chap-tars 8 and 9) ,-

THEREFOIbE BE IT 'RES'OILVE'D, ;that thi:s Conven~ 
tion of the Union·(yf Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario 
and Qu.eJbec urge upon aU Gur pe·ople at ·once the privi
lege and the duty of conformill'g to the teaching of 
!Scripture in reSlpe<ct to giving; and! that we urge the 
ad!O'Ption of the tithe as the abs'oliu te : minimum of the 
believer's obligation; andi further, that we reslpectfu~ly 
·suggest to all our ,PastGl"S' that they '!lhould inclu'de in, 
their re'gula,r ministrations from tim~ ,to time clear 
ex1pOsitions ,of the teaching of Scriptu're respecting the 
SIIlbj.e-ct of the Christian's 011ligatiOln! to,honourthe Lordi 
with hi& substance. 

General Discussion. 
RESOLtUTI0N ON BIBLE SCHOOLS. 

To be moved by Rev. W. N; Charlton, Chat
.' ham, Ont., seconded by Rev. ,William Fraser,. 

Windsor, Ont.: 
WHEREAS, it .is' important that chil~ren, young men 

and WGmen, a:nd people of maturer years, shoul'd be in-
structed in the Word of !God; and, : 

W.HEREAS, it is- also eSlpecial~y impor.tanJt that some 
!plan be dievi.sedi for regular and systematic inSJtructiOin 
in the Bible of all ne'W cO'll~erts; and ,of aJ~, whether 
young Gr old, who WGul'd! enjoy a muLtipl1cation of grace 

· and p'e'ace "through the knowledge of GC)d, am ,of JesuS!. 
OUT LO'l"d";vand, I 

WHEREAlS, it is als'o desirable that chHdire'II! ·and 
young peop-Ie' ,should be SIO trained< that .regu'lar attend'
an:ee. at public wors·hip s'han lbecome habitual-, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, tha:t this ConlVen
tion request its Executive ,Board! t()l proviae ,some me'lUlSi 
whereby Lestsion Helps' ()IJII the Whole Bible:Sundiay .SchooL 
Less,on Course may be provided! for the Primary, Ju'lrior, 
and Adult, Deparbmerrts of ou,r Bible SchoolS'; and! that 
we recommend al~ our churches- to conMder the pra:ctic-

, aibility of holding their School session fro'm. 9.45 to, 10.45 · '. . : 

• 
a.m., with the view, in every case, of bringing the entire 
School into the mGrning service, in order, by thi-:;I me'ans', 
to d<evellOp a system whereby every member of 'the 
church, 01d 'and young, may :00 huilt iT,to the Schaar; 
that the childlren of all our famine's may 'be trained! in 
,the habit of church attend,ance; that every church me'llll
ber may thel'eby endoy the privile'ge ·of systematic instruc
.tion in the Word ,of God; that either in. teacMng, OT ill' 
visitation, or in 'other activities, of the .schoo~, eve,ry 
church member may nnd such s'Piritual ·exercis'e all' .is 
indiispeltSlalble to S'Piritual he'alth; and that thus' the mem'
bel"S'Mp of e'Very church in the UnioIl! may be'. 'Grganized/ 
for the exercise of an evangeli'cal and instructional min
is,try. 

Evening 

7.30 Devotional Service led by Rev. F. W. Mesley. 
8.00 SEVENTH SESSION OF CONVENTION

Vice-Presid'ent presiding. 

RESOLUTION ON REVIVAL. 

Moved by Rev. T. T. Shields, D.D., seconded 
. by Rev. Clifford J. Loney: ' 

WHEREAS, there is dbSle'l"v8lblle a generaI te,nde-ncy 
OIl! the part of aU religious, 'bodieS! to depart from the 
!faith once for aU deHvered unto 'the saints, and, in so 
doing, to reduce a SlUpem·atural <Oh'ris-tianity to a form 
of mere humanitarianism; and, 

WHEREAS, th~s tendiency has had, and! is stiLl having, 
the. effect of carnalizing aI1! reqigiou'SI activities, making 
the pulpit a ·place of exhortation .to good! works' enti~eIy 
apart from the .primary necessity of re'Ceiving pe~s'Cmal 
salvation by divine grace; and, . 

WHEREAS, polemical d1iscus'sion hall' its place, and: 'is
of' value as a meaIIJS of inifO'l"ming'Such as, ar,e sp'iritus:lly
minded 00; the periIs of the hour, but is impotent. to 
change the opinionS! or wins of sU'ch as' are unenlightened 
by the .spirit of God; , . 

AND WHERIEAlS, the one and only ;effective' apGlog'ist 
for ,the gOSipel of our Lo·rd Jesus Christ i's the Holy 
Gho:st by W'hom the Scriptures we'!"e inspired, the Saviouor 
was !begotten, believers' are regenerated, and the tt:Ue 
church is ad;minis'tered,- . ' 
. 'THERE~ORE, BE tT RESOLVED, that .thiS! Gonvlm'
tion can upon the churches of our Union s!pe'CiaUy to 
magnify ,the ministry of inte'rcessio'n, to ende'avoilr to 
'lead al1 chiurch membersl to a position of consecration to 
the service of the Lord which win e'nable them faithfully 
to !be'ar daily witneS'S to the poweT of God's' grace, and 
thuS' to Sleek a graCi(}\lSi v:jsitation from: He'aven, praying 
that God may be pleaS'ed to arise for the vindJication. ·of 
His 'GWD W O'l"d, to .the glory of His GWIII name ill' thel sal
vation of SlOUl:s; and ,that we' pIace on ·reCord· our convic
tiGn that, while we must use aU legitimate inS!tru1tl.entali
ties for inf.O'l"ming the people of the .present relig'io'llSl 
condition .of all denqminations, nothing :but the mighty. 
power of the Holf Ghost can tum the .he,aNGf God's 
people 'back to Hun, and 'ste'm the prese'llit tide of un
belief. 

9.30 

10.00 
10.30 
11.00 

2.30 

I • 

General Discussion. 

FRIDAY, ·N·OVEMBER 22nd 

"Our help is in the Name of the Lord· ... 
-Psalm 124:8. ." 

Morning . 
Prayer and Praise led by Rev. A. E. Dallimore. 
EIGHTH SESSolON OF CONVENTION-' 

Vice-Presid:ent presiding. 
I 

Summer Bible Conference. 
F:B.Y.P..A. Report. 
Missionary Budget for year 1929-1930. 
EI,ection of Convention Officers. 

Afternoon 
Devotional Service led by Rev. C. E. Scott, B.A. 
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3.00 NINTH CONVENTION SESSION-Presi-
. dent presiding. 

TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY-Dr. T. 
• . I. Stockley. 
Reports of Committees. 
Unfinished Business. 

Evening 
7.30 Devotional Service: Pastor T.' E. Suinmers, 

B.A., Hespeler, Onto 
8.00 TENTH. SESSION OF CONVENTION

Vice-President presiding. 
Presidential Address: Dr. T. T. Shields. 

"TRAGIC SILENCE," . 
By Dr. T. ~. Stockley, Dean of Toronto Baptist 

'- Seminary. . 
, In a recent number of an English newspruper t·here 
appeared a serious article on "The tragic silence of 
the church." . The writer expressed his profound grief 
that the pulpits of Great Britain generally are silent 
on some of the most fundamental and vital truths of 
the Christian' faith. He mention.ed several of these 
truths, such as, the infallibility of the Bible, the virgin 
birth,· the vicarious death of Christ, His resurrection 
from the dead, etc. 

The present writer fears that the above list of 
omitted vital truths could easily .be lengthened; for 
example, how often is the g;reat truth of justification 
'by faith heard in the pulpits of to-day? Why is it 
omitted? Is it.not a vital truth? Does man no longer 
need it? Has man' advanced so wonderfully that he 
can be justified by his own merit? In one of die most 
ancient hooks of the Bible the question is asked, "Hm.v 
should man be just with God'?" . Is that question en
tirely out of date? Let us remember tRat ·it is a heart 
question; and heart questions, are pr~tty much the 
saJ;tle in all ages and among all peoples. The 'ques
tion is not. How shall men be just with men? . So 
much of the preaching of to-day is in' the line of that 
question. It is man's relation to man that occUipies 
so much. of the time of proesent-day preachers. But 
the question in the ·book of Job is a much more seri
ous':difficulty than that. It is this: How can I, a sin
ful soil 1, stand justified, a fully accepted one, in the 
presence· of a Holy God? In all ages men haye felt 
the· pressure of this tremendous problem, and have 
tried in. various ways to solve it. But to-day one 
would almost think that there is no such ·problem 
before the human heart. 

The late Dr .. Charles Stanford once told the story 
of a Mohammedan convert at Calcutta, who came to 
Lal Behouri Sing for Christian baptism. The mis
sionary asked .the convert what was the vital point 
in which he found Mohammedanism m'ost defective, 
and which he found that Christianity satisfactorily 
supplied? His prompt reply was "Mohammedanism 
is full of the mercy of God, and while I felt no real 
consciousness of guilt as a ibreaker of God's .Jaw, this 
satisfied me; but when I felt my guilt I felt that it 
was not with God's mercy but with His justice that 
I had first to do. How to meet the claims of God's 

\. justice Mohammed .had made no provisiori. But this 
is the very thing that I found fully accomplished in 
the atoning sacrifice of Christ upon the cross. And 

therefore Christianity is now the only adequate relig
ion for me-a guilty sinner" . 

1;>0 the m.ajority of preachers to-day ever think of 
such a terrible .r·eality as a guilty conscience? If so, 
do they make it clear how that guilt can be removed? 

Before the great Ref.ormation the vital truth of jus
tification by faith was long ·buried beneath the rub
bish of Romanism ; and it is now· in dang;er of !being 
buried again beneath a "social gospel", and the more 
poisonous ru'bbish of Modernism. How can we thank 
God sufficiently for men like Luther, and Calvin, 
Owen and Goodwin, and Bunyan, and later, Whit
field and Spurgeon, \'V'h<!l unfolded this groeat truth so 
clearly Ibefon! the eyes of sinful men, and led believ
ing souls by the multitude into the enjoyment of as
sured acceptance and peace. In the gospel we have 
a revelation of the divine method ·of justi.fication by 
faith-Gad's only method indeed. Paul had tried the 
way of "being good", ·of "being religious", and ·he 
had excelled most men in these things; when lo! di
vine light breaks in upon his 'soul, and then he says, 
"\Vhat things were gain to me, those· I counted loss 
for Christ., Yea, doubtless, and I count all things 
loss for· the excellency of the knowledge ·of Christ 
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and do count them dung, that I may "o/in 
Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own 
righ1!eousness, which is of the law, but that which 
is throMgh the faith of Christ, the righteousness whi.ch 
is of God by .faith". 

The gospel of a full forgiveness and a perfect rolbe 
of righteousness, which the wO'l"d of God unfolds, and 
·offers to men on the ground of pure grace to be en
joyed through a child~like trust in the Lord Jesus, 
is a perfectly entrancing message. It simply thrills 
the soul to think of ft, aJ:ld still more to .proclaim it. 
\Vhy in the world men deliberately leave this glori-' 
ous message of grace for the dry dust of "good deeds", 
of "being kind to your neighbour", etc., is 'perfectIy 
amazing. "But" says someorle, ·"don't you 'believe in 
"being good", and "being kind to your neighrbour"? 
Most certainly we do; and when a man is brought 
into living union with Christ through his trust in 
Him, he will Ibe good ,and kind. But the terrible 
wrong is in making "being good" and ~'.being kind", 
the gate into the glory of heaven,: "By the wor-ks of 
the law shall no flesh be justified". The gate of heaven 
is open for men whether "sinful" men or "good" men 

. by one thing only, and that is by the precious !blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. . 

\Vhy is not this vital .truth made clear to all con
gregations gathered in the churches? Why are not 
guilty men told that there is a wonderful ·provision 
made for them in the perfect righteousness which 'our 
Lord completed on Calvary's cross? and that apart 
from the c-onsideration of merit or demerit they may 
instantly step out from under t·he cloud of diyine 
judgment itIto the r·egion where the sky is blue with 
eternal love, and radiant with the sunshine of the 
smile of Gael. Oh! is not that a· message worth pro
claiming? Can any of the "Ibe good" or "be religi
ous" talk compare for one moment with the gospel 
of God's abounding grace? 

It is said that Chrysostom, the "golden-;mouthed" 
preacher of the f.ourth century had the epistle to the 

(Continued on page 13.) 
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THE PATH TO LARGER BLESSING. 

A Sermon by the . Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached 10 Jarvis Street Baptist Chur<;h, Toronto, Sunday Morning, November 3rd, 1929. 

(Stenographic ally Reported.) 

"Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone' away from mine ordinances, and have not kept 
them .. Return unto me, and I ·will return unto you, saith the· Lord o·f hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall 
we return? 
. "W ill a rna!! rOlb -God?' Yet ye have rob};led me. But ye say, Where·in have we r()lblbed thee? In 

. tIthes and oifermgs.·' . . ' . 
"Ye are cursed with a curse: for -ye have roblbed me, even this whole nation. 
"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and ·prove, me 

now herewith, s'aith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows. of heaven, and pour yOu out 
a hle'ssing, that there shall no,t be room' enough to receive it. . . 
. . "And I .will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, andl he shall not destroy the frujts of your ground; 

neIther shall your vine cast her fruit before. the time in the field, saith the Lord of' hosts. 
"And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord ()of 

hosts. 
"Your words have been stou·t a'gainst me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What have 'we s·po-ken so 

much against thee? '. .' 
"Ye have said, It is. vain.to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept hili ordinance, 

and that we have walked mournfully before' the Lord of hosts. 
"And now we call' the .proud hapP'Y; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that 

tem1l'~ God 'are even delivered."--fMal. 3:7-15. . . . . 

A very shrewd observer who was himse'lf an enemy 
of humankind admitted that ·a man would give e"ery
thing to save his life: "All that a man hath will he 
give for his life." If a man be desperately ill he will 
welcome anyone who can give him news of a remedy, 
even though the medicine be very bitter to the palate. 
I sOPletimes h!lve agents. come to see me, who, for 
some strange reason, seem to think I a;m interested in 
opportunities to invest money! I do not know why 
anyone should ever 'come to a preacher on that busi
ness!' Spurgeon used to say that the 'besot prot~ction 
against burglars would be to put a brass plate on the 
door. "A B~ptist Minister Lives Here·"-..:...."for", he .s·aid', 
~'no burglar in his senses would think of breaking into 
such a house." Yet they tried it three times at my 
hou,se, bu·t did nqt get- very much: . 

But agents come telling me of all the money I could 
make. They promise that I could double, treble, or 

. quadruple, any investment I like to' make in a very/ 
short time .. I tell them they have come to the wrong 
person for two reasons: the one is that: I have' sense 
enough to know that if what they say were true they 
would not come, because thousands of people would 
be flocking to their offices wanting to invest a dollar 
in something that would tutn it into four or five. 
Whenever anyone comes to you with promises of that 
s:ort, send them elsewhere; because when the' time 
'Comes that money can S'orapidJ.y increase ;itself, if will 
not need men to go about urging people to buy; the 
'stock :will sell itself without anyone's selling It. Then 
the other reason that I. do not buy is that { have no 
money .to invest! . . 

But I can tell you of· a stock company that pays 
dividends, large dividend's; and if we are wise we 
shall be ready to hear the word of the 'Lord, for the 
word of the Lord always comes to bless :us. I wish 
we could all receive that truth. If the Lqrd had not 
designed to meet us in grace, and to pour out a bless-

/. 

il1g upon us, He would not have sopoken to us at all. 
The very fact that we have the Bible is a proof of 
God's gracious disposition towards us. If He had 
willed to banish us. for our sins, to 'dlestroy us as (lur 
sins S'O richly deserve,' He could' have ~ent the light
nings from heaven and utterly annihilated us;' if He 
had so desired, he ~ould have destroyed ·us.without 
ever' speaking a ·word. The fact that He has come to 
us at all is pro~f that He desireS' to bles's us. " 

'iYhy. then, should we not hear the word of the 
Lord, however severely it may speak to us? ~f 
a man were to bring you news of a great legacy, of 
a great fortune that w~)Uld make you inestimably rich, 
'would you quarrel with the sort of -clothes the mes
senger wore? W QuId you complain of 'the manner 
of his speech? Would it matter whether :he was' bla·ck 
or white OF yellow or red, long or shprt, young or old, 
wise or othewise? As long as he delivered you the 
mess~ge tel!ing you how you might be ri<;h woul.p. 
you not welcome him? Why should we not, as 
Christians, take up that attitude toward the Word of 
God, remembering that every word, from Genesis to 
Revelation, is freighted with blessings for the believing 
soul. If we will but believe it, receive it, a,nd obey it, 
we sha:U find the way to fellowship with God and to 
the enjoyment of His· benediction. 
. On Thursday night, in the course of my lecture on 
the character of Jacob, of necessity I mentioned his 
going to Bethel, and his promise tha.t he would give a 
tithe of all the Lord gave to him. Last night in our 
prayer-meeting one of the brethren prayed very earn
estly that God might lay that message to the heart 
of every member of the church; and further, that the 
church might receive further te3!ching on the subject. 
And even as Brother Long was' praying it came to 
me that that m~st be the message for this morning, 
although up to' that hour I had riot thought of that 
subject as the message fc;>r to-day. I 

I 

.. 
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\ I. 
I have rea'd' you a familiar scripture, and I desire you 

to hear it as defining the way of blessing to all the 
saints of God. Of what is this text speaking when it 
speaks of the tithe, or the tenth? What is, the history, 
the biblical history, of the tithe? Let me expound 
to you in a few words THE LAW OF THE TITHE. 

The first mention of it in Scripture is when Abraham 
was returning from the slaughter of the kings, and he 
met that mysterious person called Melchisedec, King of 

,righteousness, and King of peace. I do .not know 
who Melchisedec ·was. No' one else knows. But he 
is described as one who was "without father, without 
mother, without descent, having neither beginning of 
days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of 
God; abiding a priest continually." I have myself 
often felt that Melchisedec was an Old Testament 
manifestation of our Lord Himself. We read in the 
one hundred and tenth Psalm, "The Lord hath sworn, 
and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after 
the order of Melchis·edec." But whoever he may have 
been, he was a very great personage; and· when 
Abraham met him Abraham recognized his superior
ity, he bowed before him, and without instructions, 
but by a spiritual instiric,t, he gave tithes of all. 
The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews, or the Holy 
Ghost by him, arguing the superiority of the priest
hood of Jesus Christ over that of the Mosaic dispen
sation, and teaching that Jesus was a Priest for ever 

,"after the order ·of Melichisedec" cites the case of 
Abraham who is the father of all who believe. He 
says; "Consider how gr~at this man was, unto whom 
even tbe patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the 
spoils. And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, 
who receive the offi·ce of the priesthood, have a com
mandment to take' tithes of the people according to 
the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come 
out of the loins of Abraham: but he whose descent 
is not counted' from them received' tithes of Abraham, 
and blessed him that had the promises. . . . And as 
I may so say, Levi also who received tithes, payed 
tithes in Abraham." That is the first biblical mention 
of the tithe. ' . 

The next is when Jacob is going away from home; 
when he saw in his dream the ladder whose bottom 
rested on the earth, and whose top reached ,to heaven, 
with the angels of God ascending and ·descending upon 
it, he made a promise to the Lord that if the Lord 
would bless him he would give a tenth of all that the 
Lord should give him. Jacob as we observed Thursday 
night, was a very sel-fish, self-centred, man,. always 
scheming for his own advantage; and yet he promised 
he would 'give a tithe unto the Lord. 

Then come into the books' of Exodus, Leviticus, and 
Numbers, and you will find that the principle. of the 
tithe is formulated into a law. When the trtbes of 
Israel were to go into the land of. Canaan, the land 
was to be divided to the tribes by lot, but Levi, the 
priestly tribe, was given no land'; he had' no inherit
ance at all in the 'land of Canaan; he had not a bit of 
property. He would have' been able to sing that 
hymn, "No foot of land do I pos'sess, no cottage in 
this wilderness"! He had nothing. All the other 
tribes were to give a tenth to the Lord, and this tenth 
from the.other tribes was to be Le·vi1s portion. But 

I 

, 

Levi, in turn, was also to tithe the tithe; of all that 
he received he ,was to give a tenth unto the Lord'; 
little or much, whatever it was, a tenth of everything 
~e received was to be given to the Lord. Thus all 
the, tribes were to. recognize and acknowledge 'God 
by the payment of the tithe; all through the Old 
Testament you will·find that that principle is .observed'. 

·Somebody will say, "But that was an Old Testament 
regulatjon. '\iVhat has' that to do with us?" It has 
everything to do with us. Remember the case I have 
already cited, where the Holy Ghost ,spea~s of the 
tithe as being paid originally, not to Levl, but to 
Melchisedec; that it was a recognition of the superior 
and everlasting priesthood represented by Melchisedec. 
Furthermore, our Lord stamped it with His approval, 
for He said to the people, "Ye pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cummin, an,d have omitted the weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, meray, and faith"-what 
did He say?-"these ought ye to have ·<,lone, and not 
to leave the other undone." We 'are not to omit the 
weightier matters of the law, neither are we to omit 
that foundation principle of the recognition of God in 
material things .. 

,\Ve are taught also how the principles of the Old 
T.estament dispensation are fulfilled in the New. The 
ceremonial law was done away, because the cere
monial law pointed to the coming of Christ; vVho by 
offering one sa'Crifice for sins for ever made other 
sa·crifices unn.ecessary. Since He Who is the High 
Priest has come, y;e need neither Aaron nor any other 
sort of priest. We have one priest before the throne, 
even Jesus Himself; the ceremonial law therefore was 
abrogated because it was fulfilled in the coming of 
Christ. But will anybody dare to say that the coming .of 
Christ .repealed the moral -law? Will anybody say that? 
Did not our Lord Himself tell us that all the law is 
fulfilled in this, "Tho'u shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all . 
thy strength, ara with all thy mind·; and thy neigh
bour as thyself"? The moral la:w is just as binding to
day as it ever was. We must still put God 'first, and not 
last: We read that "what the law could not do, in 
that it was weak through the flesh, God. sending his. 
own Son in the likeness of sinful 'flesh, and for sin, 
condern,ned sirt in the flesh': that the righteousness" 
-mark this "that the 'righteousness of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after. the flesh, but af.ter 
the Spirit." We are stilI under obligation ·to put God 
first, to recognize Him as Lord. . 

Moreover, Abraham paid tithes to Melchisedec, a 
type of Christ before the law was given. Indeed, "the 
scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through .faith, preached' before the gospel 
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be 
blessed.'" And again, "Not to Abraham and his seed 
,,'ere the promises' made. He saith not, And to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one, and to thy seed, which is 
Christ. .And this' I say, that-the covenant that was 
confirmed 'before of God in Christ; the law, which 
was four -hundred and thirty years after, cannot dis
annul, that it should make the promise of none effe·ct." ~ 
Thus, you see, the tithe antedated the law. 

. II. 
Let us look now at the hist()ry of this text for a few . 

moments to discover THE SIGNIFIC;ANCE OF THE TITHE IN 
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THE OLD TESTAMEN'f AND IN THE NEw. Our Lord here 
says that the withholding of the tithe is actual rob.! 
bery. He' say.s, "vVill a man rob God?" But to Hi~ 
people He says, "Ye have robbed' me. Ye have kept 
back from me that which IS my due. Ye have robbed 
me in tithes aI).d offerings." I need not elaborate that: 
let the Word of God speak to you .. If this principle 
obt~ins, and if you and I withhold the tithe from God\ 
it means that we are not even honest with God. Surely: 
we recognize that, as Christian men, we ought to deal 
honestly and honourably with our fellow-men, ought 
we not? We' ought to pay our debts; we ought to 

. "owe no man anything but to love one another". Yet 
the Bible says that this failure to recognize God, this 
relegation of God to . a second pla·ce, is sheer dis:
honesty. Do not change it, my dear friends; Do not 
try to lessen the force of it. 

It is impossible"to establish from Scripture that any 
sirigle standard of conduct set up in the New Testa
ment is lower ·than those of the Old~ . God does not 
expect less of those who have come to Calvary, than 
of ,those who lived under the shadow of Sinai. The 
sfandar-d has been heightened, it has been' raised ait 
every point. He has sent the Holy Ghost to live in 
us; to enable us to do, by Divine Power, that which 
was impossible for men to do when the law was 
merely objective to ·'themselves .. The righteousne~'s 
of the law, the putting of God first, is to be fulfille{l 
in my own life; and I am to subordinat~ everyone 
and every thing in all the world to a recognition of 
the pat:amount, primary, claim of God Himself. 

"Will a man rob God?" Observe that these peop,e 
. did not know they were robbing God. It was a sin 
of ignorance on their part. They said, "Wherein have 
we robbed thee? We did not know that!" "Well," 
the Lord said, "I will tell you; ye have robbed me in 
tithes and offerings," That is 'why I speak thus this 
morning; pecause I think possibly we fail to appreciate 
the teaching of the W ord ~f God, in respect to .these 
matters. It means that if there is' a Christian man <!>r 
woman here who has yielded :less than the tithe to 
God, no matter what your -circumstances are, no matter 
how poor you are-God is not· asking for money be
cause He needs it; that is 'not it-but if we have 
yielded less than a tenth, the Bible s'ays we are not 
even honest with God; we have robbed Him' we owe 
Him a debt that we ought. to pay. '. 
. I 'have told you before of someone' who was won

derfully saved in this' pla~e some years ago. Before 
being baptized she said to me, "Do you Ibelieve in 
making restitution"? I said, "I think the Scriptures 

. are very clear on that point: if we have wronged an¥
~me,. and we come to re'cognize it, we ought to 'Put 
It rIght. If we owe a debt, at the earliest possiBle 
moment we ought to :pay it. We ought to put ourselves 
right with our neighbour' so far as possible". "011", 
she said, "I do not. mean that. I do not know th'at 
there is anything between me and any of my neigh
bours, it is not that. But I have Jearned from the 
Scriptures that God requires a tenth of all His peo- . 
pIe. Is that not so"? l' said, "Undoub~edly that, is 

" "W 11 th "h 'd "'d'd H ., s.o . e en , s e sal , . 1 not e reqUIre a 
tIthe of me before I was converted? Was I any less 
obligated to God before I was saved? Was He not 
my Lord then although I did not recognize' Him 'as 

such"? I said, "Certainly He was". Then she said, 
"I believe the Spirit of God has taught me that from 
the day I began to ·earn my living I ow,e God a tenth, 
and I have got to pay up the arrears of the tithe·". 
That was away back in nineteen hundred and twenty
two after our great upheaval, and I say it to the hon
our of that saint of God that she was ,engaged in dom
estic service; she was not a rich woman; she had 
nothing but what she earned; and yet, taught by the 
Spirit of God,. without a word .from any mortal, she 
put into the treasury of this church in one year, pay
ing Ulp the arrears of her tithe, more mopey than had 
ever been contributed to the treasury of this church 
by the richest man we had in it-for general church 
·e~pense. 

If you and I are responsive to the Holy'Ghost,'and 
really desire to be right with God, to receive what H'e 
would teach us, there will be no difficulty whatever 
in getting God's work done. 

The teaching of our text is that if we 'fail in the 
duty of tithing we are robbing 'God. Someone says, 
":rhat would be a big contract if I were to make up 
the arrears of my tithe". Yes, my brother, it would. 
If you were to go 'back to the beginning· and say, "I 
owe God a great deal of money, ,but I cannot pay Him" .. 
P.erhaps you cannot. But if 'you but 'recognize the 
principle, who knows what God will enable you to do? 
I do not know what He will do, but I do know that 
the promise is here. 

What do we do when thus we pay a tithe to God? 
We acknowledge that e,very blessing that comes to us 
comes fro~ the hand of God. Our health and strength 
come from Him. Why are you not in a hospital this . 
morning? Why are you not stretched upon 'a Ibed of 
pain? Why are all your family well? 'Why is it you 
are not suffering the handi·caps that many suffer to
day? If you were able to go to 'business last week 
for six day~, and the we,e'k before, who is it th;Lt gave 
you power to get wealth? Why, man, ~ow dare you 
say, "I -cannot do it?" God could lay His hand upon 
yo~ and put you Ulpon your back, and -make a pauper 
of y'0u over night. What sort of IGo~ have ·we? Is 
He really God? Is it true that in His hand our breath 
is, and His are all O1,1r ways? That is what He said 
to Belshazzar when he was boasting of his kingdom, 
drinking wine in the vessels that were taken from 
the house of God, using that which was designed for 
the' service of God for his own pleasure, and prefer
ment, and drinking wine before his lords and his la
dies. The handwriting on the wall was' interpreted 
to him, and Dani'el said, "The God in whose hand 
thy 'breath is. and whose are all thy ways, hast thou 
not glorified".' . 

God is Lord of our Ibodies, and if we ha've health 
and strength it 'Comes from Him. If we ha.ve any men-. 
tal ability it came from Him. There is some 'man' 
here who is proud of his achievements, and 'he says 
"Sir, last week I had a good business week. Last 
week I was a'ble to make large profits". You w.c;ire, 
were you? vVhy? Who gave you the penetration to 
do it? . You have not a solitary dollar, you have not 
a cent, that you did not get from God-not a cent. 
We have nothing that did not come from God. "Every 
good gift and every perfect gift· is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom 
IS no variableness, neither shadow cast hy turning". 

.'" 
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If you have a d'inner to go home to to-day, the Lord 
has spread your table for you. If you have an appe
tite to eat it, the Lord gave you the appetite. And 
if you have someone to cook it for you, man, the 
Lord gave you the 'COOK, too. If you have a large 
family around the board to share the product of your 
hard labour, ,every boy and girl you have, tl].e Lord 
gave to you. Everything is His gif1;, no matter what 
you have. 

That is just as true of you who are not converted; 
There, is not a thing that 'any of us has that did not 
come directly from God; and He says those who 
withhold the tenth are robbers, that they are not deal
ing fairly and honestly with Him. On the other hand, 
when we give him our money, we recognize God. 

"Honour the Lord with thy su.bstance". "Oh", 
someone says; "I am glad the Lord gave me a voice 
with which to sing". W ell, if you have a good voice, 
I am glad you use it for His glory. Someone else 
says, "I am glad the Lord gave me just a little tal
en t; I do love to teach His Word to the children, 
and I had a' great time in my class this morning". 

, If, ~ou have the teaching talent, give God t~anks for 
that; and honour the Lord with it. There may' be 
someone else who says, "Well, sir, I cannot teach; 
but somehow'the Lord has given me some little Ipower 
of attraction, and I am able to go about among the 
people and invite them to come to church, and some
how when I invite them, they accept the invitation". 
A winsome 'personality is a great thing, and if God 
has given you a winsome personality, that when you 
call, people accept your invitations, give God thanks 
for it. ' 

But now, what about your pocket, my friends? You 
want to honour the Lord in your teaching, and other 
service, but the Bible says, "Honour'the Lord with 
'thy substance, and with the first fruits of all thine 
increase: so shall thy bar,ns be filled with plenty, and 
thy presses shalliburst out with new wine", God must 
have first place. , I was speaking to, you the other day 
about Abraham, pointing out that Abraham's faith, 
because it was in God, put God in a pl3!ce apart; and 
Abraham believed 'God could do what no one 'else 
could do, because He was God,. Do you not see that 
the very idea of 'God demands that He be first? He 
cannot be second, and be God. And if there is any 
man here who !bows in Iprayer, and worships, and 
sings the praises of God, who does this or that in 
His name" and yet when it comes to the commo,n
place practical matter of 'br,ead and butter, if ,God is 
not in that, then that man's view of God is Cle£ective, 
for God must be first in everything. 

III. 
Does this seem to :be a severe doctrine? No, 

it is not! You must always see !both sides of it. Look 
at what He says, "Ye are gone away from mine ordi
nances and have not kept them. Return unto 'me, 
and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of Hosts", 
They answered in effect, "Wherein have we wandered 
away? We are not drunkards; we are not liars; we 
are' not thieves". "Oh yes, you are. You have rolb
bed me", said the, Lord. They did not know that 
they had wandered from the Lord. They did not 
know until He told them about the tithes, and then 

He said, "'Return unto me". "Well ,but", they said, 
"how shall we return"? ",Come b3!ck the same way 
you went away". How did you go away? By with
holding the tithe. How must you come 'back? . By 
paying the tithe". 

Do not misunderstand me; That is not everything, 
'because it is quite' possible for one to pay the 
tithe, and omit the weightier matters of the law ... eYe 
pay tithe of 'mint and anise and cum min, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the law". It is pos
sible to pay the tithe-and do nothing else. If a man 
has plenty of money, and he contents himself with 
giving a tithe, that is reducing the whole' matter to 
a very low standard. There is the tithe, but over 
and a'bove the tithe are the offerings beside. But He' 
definitely said, "Bring ye all the tithes into the store
house". 

This is the point I want to make: God challenges 
everyone of us to put our fa,ith to a practical test. 
I greatly misunderstand the Scripture if it does not 
tea<;h us, from Genesis to Revelation, that the Lord 
is Lord. He is Lord of ,our bodi'es, of our bread-and
butter, of everything we have, just as much as of our 
spirits. H;e said, "If you will do as I tell you; and 
prove me-prove me, it is not a matter of theory at 
all-if y~u say you 'have faith in God, prove me"
J ames admonishes us to prove our faith by our works. 
If you have faith in God, prove it-"Prove me now 

I herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a !bless
ing, that there shall not be room enough to receive 
it". The margin says, "If I will not empty out a bless
ing",-as if 'the Lord took out His great-oh what 
shall I call it, His storehouse, and turned it upside 

, down, and s,aid, "I will give you alithere is in it. Put 
me to the proof, and' I will show you what I can do 
for you~'. I 

That is the logic of faith. ",Why", he said, "you 
have been cursed with a curse. You have Ibeen miss
inga blessing, and do not know it. Bring ye all the 
tit,hes into the storehouse, that there may Ibe meat in 
mine house, ,and prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows 
of heaven and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it". 

'In this, day men say that God cannot do, anything. 
in His own world, that everywhere evolution is the' 
ruling principle; that everything is governed by law; 
and that there is no transcendent God who can stop 
the machinery and listen to a little child cry. I be
lieve our God can listen to a ba'by's cry. He can turn 
back the 'shadows on the dial of Ahaz, and He Who 
said to the sun, "Stand still while Joshua gets his 
work ,done", can st?P the whole machinery if He 
wants to. He can interpos'e and interfere in some 
other .way than by stopping it; He can ~how His' hand 
in any way He wills. -And now He says, "Put me 
to the proof,' and I will show you what I can do". 

Some man down here says, "I have iittle money. I 
have only a dollar or two". Perhaps that is the rea
son. ,Why should the Lord give you money? "But 
I have no material blessing. I have such a hard' 
time". That is why you have such a hard time! 
"But if I were to give ten cents out of a dollar I 
should have only ninety cents left". That is what 

\ 
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an accountant would tell you---Jbut it is not true. "''But everyone will talk albout it". When God fulfils His 
that is what they say at the bank". The 'banks do . promise to us. the neighbours roundrubout will say, 
not know what they are talking rubout. "But I thought "See that company of peopJe?; they are blessed above 
mathematics was one of the few exact sci¢n.ces?" No, all their fellows"-"And all nations shall call you 
it is qpt. The arithmetic of faith will teach you that blessed; for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the 
when you have given ten ·cents to the Lord out of Lord of hosts". 
a dollar, the ninety cents remaining i~ more. than the Hav·e I brought you an inspiring message this morn
original dollar. "There is that scattereth,. and yet ing. You think not? I am trying to show you where the 
increas'eth; and there is th3;t withholdeth more than gold mines are. Do you not want gold? I am trying to 
is meet, but it tendeth to poverty".' show you where stores of wealth are laid up for you 

How will He do it? I do not iknow: I do not dic- if you will only take them. "Do you mean material 
wealth?" someone asks. Yes, if we need it. But how 

tate to God. He will d0 it in His own way. And f.ew of the real blessings of life will money buy! How 
yet He suggests here, "I will r·ebuke the d~vourer 'for impotent it is to mitigate the' real sorrows of life! 
your sakes'~. Only a little while ago I read there The blessing of God is not material·only, 'hut spirit
were going to be millions of bushels .of wheat less in ual. Shall we prove Him, this morning? 
the Great W·est this year than last year; millions of And as f.or you who are not saved, I offer you a Savi{lur 
dollars less would be received for wheat than last Who came to bl{lt out all.Y{lur Mns !by the s1'ledd!i.ng of ~is 
year. You say, "'But I do not grow wheat". No, p.l'leCious blood, Who came to pay your debts; Who sent His 
b t d b ·· 'th b d h db' Holy Spirit to make you· a new c.reaJture, and! He comes' ·to 

• u you 0 usmess WI some' a y w 0 oes USI- albide with ~u, go with you'inrto'busine'ss, and ple'8SIUre or 
ness with somebody who does business with some- wherever you go. Christ says, "If you put me firM, I wil:l 
body who does; and when there is less money in the take care of y.ou". The -be·srt insurance that any' man can 
country there is less money for you. Wh-o knows have is to \be right with God: "Cas-ting aill your care up{ln 
but that if God's people had been honouring Him He him"-all 'of it-"for he careth for you." May the Lord. help 

us' thus to trust Him! would have changed the weather for us? Some people 
will laugh at that. Ah y' es, my ferends, tho ey laugh Let us pray: 0 Lord, we pray that Thou wilt giVie U·St grace, 

all of us Who are Thy children, to face this issue. It may 
at everything that God says; /but faith says o£every .be that many of us' have mis·sed! ,much blessing because· of 
promise of God, "It is true". .. . our. unwillingne1!s so to dlo. If thaJt be StD, help us- at that 

point 'to SlUrrendle!r ·to. True:e. It may ·be there are many here 
Now He says, "I will rebuke the d.evourer for your who have long ago surrendlea.'ed' at that poi.nt, and! yet there 

sakes". When you till the land you will not till it in is soone <lrther thing they are withholding fll'om Thee. They 
. f h 11 h H h are wining to giVie a tithe of their income--a. half, or three-

vam, or you s a reap a arvest. ow mue quarters, or all .of i.t, if only.they may retain aODle .othecr 
money have you? "Just so much. 1 ·expect.ed thing. Help us· to recognize that Go<J must be all and in 
more, but-" "But what?" "I should have been all. Help us this .m{lrn~ng fully, com'Pletely, every one 
able to do something, but-" "But what"? "Well, of u·s, to submit to God, and to yield! oUTSlelves to Him---.all 
I have had sickness". "I have had-" ."-1 have our cares of the pas.t, present and fu·ture, and to trust Him 

. to lead! us step by etep. BIeS'S the meInJb&-ship of this' church, 
had>-" Oh, you have had a lot of things! Who we bei!e:ech ThJee; s'end us 'blessing from a:h9ve. While WIe 

knows but that if you had put God first He would seek to bring more and more under the sound' of tbe gos'Pe'I, 
have come into your life and rebuked the devourer, f.Ol"bid thllJt we should ever get our mdnds· upon numbers and 
and you would ,have had larger returns for you.r la- forgrert the :neces·sity of the Spirit's' ministry. We would 

rather h1ive the Holy Ghos.t a:nd a few peop·le than thou-
bour? SllmdSi 'With{lut Him. But give us both, Lord. Give us the 

S f · d d 11 h h p.eop1e, ooys and girls; men and women, and give us the 
orne rlen s come to me an ~e me t at t ·ey abiding presence of the Holy Gh{lst, that they may be saved 

never had blessing until they had !heen h~aled·. I be- and! santcti.fied 8I!1d1 made like unw Thee. Now blese us f{lr 
lieve that God heals the body. 1 know we have peo- Thy name's sake, Ameon. 
pIe here who have been. divinely healed. 1 am posi- -----
tive that when we have cried to the Lord' He .has an
swered us out of heaven, and 'give)1 us ,physical heal
ing. I have never been very sick, !but there ·is not a 
day passes that I do not thank God for keeping me 
well. It is a miracle to be kept in health, is,it not? 
Are you in health? Thank 'God for it, and giv·e Him 

.an offering. 1 do not know wher·e you ought to give 
it.. 1 am not pleading for any speci~l object. But 
God has a way of making nine-tenths go much far
ther than ten-tenths if we trust in Him. 

Then He said, "Your words have been stout against 
me". When 1 read that last night I. said, . "That 
sounds strangely like something 1 have heard'~-"It 
is. vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we 
have kept his ordinance? I have done the very best 
I could, and did not get rich; yet some one wno has 
never bowed the knee to God did better than" 1".
and you are' telling people that it do~s not pay to 
trust God. Yet here is His pr.omise: "Prov~ . me; 
put Me first in everything; bring your tithes into the' 
storehouses, and/l will give yo·u such a blessing that 

. TRAGIC SILENCE. 
. (Continued from page 8.) 

Romans read! over to him twice evea.'Y week. By the sidoe {If 
that fact let us' place 8I!1otbfe'r, "that Chrys'ostom has never 
bad a su.perior. and it may be gravely doubted whether he 
has ever had an equal in the history of preaching". Is theTa 
any cOlJll'lJection be·tween these two facts'? At any rate we 
may my wit~ . certainty that if the preachers of the· twen
tieth century l'ead the epistle 'to ~he Romans twice every 
Wleek their messages would be much more· "golden" than 
.many are now. Beocaus'e "the things that matter" being deep 
-in thei.r heart they would also be ever upon the1r lips. 'If 
8IIIY of the r.eadiers of these wOTds' have been dwelling in the 
region of "do, do, do", where Thomas Chalmers was iIi the 
early days of his ministry,. we could! wish no greater bless
ing for them than that they, like Chalmers, might be !led, 
,even throl.lgh pain, out into the gloriouS' real~ of grace 
where ·Chalmers f{lund himself after Ms great ·affliction. And 
if Sluch a change as this became univ.ersal amon·g Christian 
pr.eachers, what a tremendous revival would ce·rtainly f01-
Iow! The tide of spiritu'al\ pO'Welr would sweep the coun
tries, and millions' {If Stouls would be gathered into ·trua fold 
·of ChriSit in a few ·brief years. When one sees such a p{)s.:. 
silbility as this, it is enough to make the angels weep that 
;men calling themselves ministers of Christ should block 
the way of blessing so vut. . . 
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Communications for this department five years old, held its anniversary ser-

dd d d · W G vices the week of Sunday, -DCtolbeT 20th. 
should be a resse vrect to . or- Pastor Jame.s McG-inlay, of London, was' 
don Brown, Box 502, Orangeville, On~ the Sunday preacher. For 'the morning 

• • • service every availa'ble .seat was <taken, 
WILLOW DALE. to share the message on the blood of 

On Sunday, October 29th, a young' Christ. The church building y.ras beauti
man and a young woman were bap~tzed ~ully: decorll;ted and the· ChOI! .rendex:ed 
b R Harry Peer in Wililowdiale Ball- ~peclal mUSIC. For the eve·rung servIce 

.y ev. It was necessary to hold an overflow 
tlst Church. • • • * meeting, so large was the attendance: 

CONFERENCE. 
Grey, Bruce and Huron counties "have 

organized a Pastors' and Peop'le's Con
ference. Their s'econd me·eting was· on 
the af-ternoon ·and evening of Octo'ber 
18th in -the Tiverton Church. 'l'he after
noon address was given by Pastor' E. 
Hancox, of South End, Owen Sound, and, 
as' already reported: in the' Witness, Rev. 
J. F .. Halliday and Dr. T. T. Shield~ 
spoke at the well-attended evening 
gathering. 

* • * * 
WALSH. 

Rev. Oscar Boomer has Ibeen carrying 
on a mis-s.ion at a place caned Nixon, 
near Simcoe, a'nd the Lord is gloriously 
blessing iIll s!pecial meetings under 
Evangelis·t Ritchie. Fl"om October 13th 
to ·29th twenty-three have professed! con
version most of them young peorple. In 
tMs co~ntry ·place this is surely a work 
of the Spirit of God. . 

'" • '" * 
CANNINGTON. 

Rev. J. M. Fleming, 'of ·Lindsay, was 
the special speaker on -octoibeT 6th, at 
the antlliversary of the Cannington 
Church. The following. Tuesday Dr. 
S'hields visited the church, and his mes
sage was a bles'soing indeed. . . . '" 

ANNETTE. 
Five were given .the right hand of 

church fellowship a,t Annette .Street 
Church" Toronto, on Octo·ber 27th. . '" . . 

CONFERENCE IN MONTREAL •. 

Pastor McGinlay'·s subject was the' 
second coming of Ghrist, and a young. 
man in the gallery responded to the in
vitation. Monday evening Rev. P. B. 
Loney of Toronto ,gave a message to 
young people. Tuesday evening Dr. 
Shields preached' to a full house in spite 
of the fact that the we'ather was un
usually ·bad. Wednesday eve·mng Dr. 
RaJpbi Hoorper, of Toronto, was the 
preacher. Thursday evening the ser
vices concluded with addresses ,by Mr. 
L. C. Barber, who has be,en a member 
of the church for .sixty--three years, Mr. 
John Anderson, s-uperinte'ruient of the· 
Sunday School, and several others. This 
historic church regards as its daughters 
the following churches: 1st" Baptist, 
Brantf'Ord; Burtch, BloomSlburg; Blen
heim; Hartford; Villa Nova; and Oak
land United Church. Truly the blessing 
received through it has been widiespread 
indeed. . '" '" '" 

SOW ON. 
A friend sends \lIS a ve'rse bf poetry 

su'ggested by a soillJ!iIar poem of Dr. 
Shields, and the ve·rse is' 'so good 'that we 
venture to !pass it on: 
"I must s'ow on: at early morn and in 

the dusky eve. . 
The soil is hard: the thorns. are thick, 
I and stones aJbound. . 

The birds· fro·m out the air s,natch up 
the precious seed. . 

But I have seen a Sower ·sow the WOl"d 
of llife 

In hearts with this world's cares and 
pleasures choked. 

Ye"t s'ome have brought forth fruit, an 
hundred, sixty-fold. 

He died, as frUItful ,grains must die, aot 
Calvary; 

He rose Death's Conqueror and First-
fruits from the grave. .-

That Sower is the Sower of the Word. 
And I, because I own Him as my Lord, 
I must sow on." 

• • • 
McMASTER. 

and women .in trali.ning, in spi,te of the 
fact that our Unoion has only about ~5 
churches! Again, "Professor Marshall 
has 'been transf'erred to the 'Chair of 
New Tesitament Interpreta·tion," and: 
there his influence w1ill ·be greater thalli 
in the ChaiT of Practical Theology, and! 
he will have better opportunity to dis~ 
seminate his views which vitiate the 
divine· messoage of redemption. 

* * * 
CONVENTION CRITICS. 

"There seem to be two classes 'of Ba·p
tist pre'achers" One' class is. HONOUR
ED in deoomdnational circles: ·the other 
is DISHONOURED. The honoured! 
preacher.s have one common character ... 
istic; they have never utte·red a public 
criticsm of the sinful policies and con
ditions that exist in the conventions· to 
which they belooIllg. The dishonoured' 
preachers have spoken their, minds, chal
lenged these evils; and have ,been out
lawe·d."-Faith and Fellowship, Orson 
P. Jones, editor, Octo-ber 22ndi, 1929. 

* '" '" '" 
FRESH NEWS FROM LIBERIA. 

Work among the lepers in Liberia has 
"been begun .by Mr. and Mrs. Davey, as 
we find from a letter dated September 
23'rd. rt is now pToposed that a leper 
colony should'be .built, where these suf
ferers can be segregated. The first 
patient to receive treatment was a man 
living in the to-wn of the' Paramount 
Chief, wh'O WaBI dn a dlrb'adful condition. 
"As soon as the .meddcine, came, ·he sent 
in ward 'to know if he should: crawl to 
the station; we told him to wait, and we 
would· go and give hiIIll the inJjection." 
On Friday afternoon my wife and' I 
walkedi to the tOown where he . lives. On 
our arrival a gre'at crowd gathered ro 
see the whi·te man giving this strange 
mediciIlle. OU'r lleper. friend was de
'Yghted. He thanked my wife over and 
over again for ,bringling him the medi
cine. We gave him the injection; this· 
may not seem much to the folk in the 
homeland, but to us it mealllS a great 
deal, for 'he is a native; he has been 
brought up in superstitious fear and 
aread of the white man, yet he willing ... 
ly allowed me to ·glive him' this· SItl."ange 
meddcine without the le·ast trace of fear. 
Our hearts praised God for his willing ... 
ness, for he will tell others of our work~ 
and will thus encourage them to under ... 
go treatment. I have a feeling that 
this man will be our fir.st convert. It iSi 
possible; he is very 'Open to the mes..; 
sage; :pray that it may ibe so. 

Healing Lepers. 

The F.B.Y.P.A.'s· of our Eastern Asso
ciation. will hold! thei·r. Thanksgiving Con
ference in E'mlmanuel Regular Baptist 
Church, ·5407 Verdun Ave., Verdun, P.Q., 
on Monday, November l1'th. A good pro
gramme is provided for the sesffionS' at 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. AnmyJog' otheT speak
ers Dr. T. T~ Shields will give two "heart 
to heart mIke wi,th young lIeople". 
Supper will be served by the ladies of 
the el1Jtertaining church for visitors from 
outsid'e the city at 5 rp.m. Entertain
ment for those who. wdsoh to stay over 

In The Camadian Baptist of October 
31st we find a report of the recent. 
Ottawa 'Convention. Incidentally, we 

for the night is being provided. notice that McMaster UllIiversity reports "On Sun:day a Townmaster or head of 
• a total attendance last year of 416, of a village came to us. He is in the first * '" • • 

BOSTON ANNIVERSARY. 
The largest rural Baptist ChurCh in 

Canada, now one hundred and .twenty-

which number 65 WeTe enrolled in the: stages of the disease, body all .marked 
!1'aculty Theology and M;issionary Train-I with ·patches, feet s,,!ollen and almost 
. mg. Slxty-five-;from about 400 churches' re'ad'Y to break out m~o the ronning! 
'-and our S~mmary has $ome 80 men S'Ores. He had heard! that the medicine 



I 

,. 

November 7, 1929 THE GOSPEL WITNESS, (435) 15 

OWEN SOUND. had arrived: and' so ca·me in:. . H~ had Ill. no reason why ,he should: not be ·baptized. 
good. chicken in his hand's, and 'when]j So next Sunday I am to have the great 
asked him the price of same" foo: ]j joy of 'blljp'tizing the fil'st member of our . Pastor ·E. Hancox baptized six can
thought he had: rbroug·ht it to 'sell, he Liberian-Canadian Regular Baptist did·ates on October 20th. Among these 
said, 'Thirg is your grift.' Africans are Church. He is a Bassa rboy, S'O that this were a father, mother and daughter 
not without gratitude. He had' hiis in- makes it all the better. We pray that from one family, the two 'sons of the 
jection am sat and conversed!. with us many 'others may 'soon ,be a.ble to follow f&mily having been .baptized IlllBt May. 
for a long ,time. We tol~ him the storyr in, his footsteps." Now the circle is complete'. "And thy 
of redee·ming love, and how that our house," the Scripture says. . 
Lord: and Saviour had gone a:bout doing> ... ... ... ... ... ... 
good and healing the sick, how that He ASSOCIATION MEETS. ... ... 
had dIed for us, and 'then said that as! The inclemency of the weather on I TO THE JARVIS STREET TRIBES 
.we had beHeved in Him and were 'saved, October 23rd failed to daunt the people' SCATTERED ABROAD. 
we in turn were d'().ing the same work asr f h S .J 1 D' 

M te Ii d d Th 'b' 0 t e, un ... er and Is'trict Association C'_ f . 
" our as r a' one. . e POSSl l1i,tie'sl of Regular BaptiSit Churches, which' 'oume. 0 our non-reslden,t members 

are that tMs· ,man may a180 believe and gathered at the Stouffville Baptist have .dehcately suggeste~ tha~ we might 
b~ saved. Wdth God all thlngls. are pos- Church on that d'ay. Fourteen chQrchesl occaSIOnally bear thell'~ In .mm~. Truth 
SIble. We know of two others' in the ans'Wered! to the roU-call, andwererepre- t9 tel!, they are often In our mInd;. and, 
immediate vicinitv who are suffering! sen ted !iy more than sixty .people,. when knOWIng that The Gospel. W~tness 
from ,leprosy and have sent out fur them! the time came to ,begin the aftenoon' I rea~he's them, we have thou~ht ~f them 
to come in, and our Iboys tell us that session. When the severity 'of the I as Just a part of the. church fanuly. But 
there are many such sufferers in this weather,· the condition {)f the roads, and: we are glad to mentIon them separately, 
land. • . • • . . the fact that'many of the peorple' came and send them. our warmest greetings, 

Building a Church. nearly e~ghty miles, are taken: into con- and let them kn~ that we miss them, 
"I am glad to say we are all well. sideratjon, the representation was, good. I and. shall be glad to welcome' them home 

As the meeting proceeded: many more agaIn wh~n they can come . 
. The ~hurch ,building is' going up, andi came, so that by the time an ad'J'ourn-,' Th.ey. wIll Ibe .glad to know that in the 
when compl-ete will serve as chureh andl J St schoolhouse. . Brother Lewis and' I ,have ment for supper was, called', 'there was' aJ ·arvls, reet VIneyard "there is a sound 
d . large gathering. Nearly two hundred' of a going". We ·have 'bee·n iblessed: with 
'one consui:erable work on thi,s build'ingj sat down to enjoy a fine' meal provided' "good: growing we'ather" lately, as the 

and we ,hope' tha·t it will be the place! for us by the ladies of 'the S'toutrville', farmers say; and the plants of the Lord' 
where many. of these sin ... .srick, sin-
burdened Bassa men and women WIillt Church. . seem to 'be taking root downward as they 
fi d t f th· 1 T The cbngrega·t.ibnal singing led', both are 'bearing fruit ~pward. . 
s~asro~es'is :l~ll'ost e1fini~h!J~' or h:t 1!~nJ; in the aftern:Oon and evening, .by Mr. O. :r~e Saturday. mght prayer meetings> 
this is> wlIat our boys" tell us.' \Whe~ L. Raymer, was a feature to Ibe remem- co~tInue to 'be largely ·attended, the room 
my wife came, I sus'Pend'ed:. budldingl bered.· The Moderator, Mr. J. Bonthron,. 'beIng frequently crowded; and: a SPIrit 
!lperatioIlJS> on 'Our .hou~e"'" as I thought of Orillia,. pointed out that Regular Bap- of very earnest prayer prevails. 
It would be useless trYlll,g" to leave it 1;01 tis~ .. congregatioll:s, are. noted for .the in- . Las~ Sund'aY morning we had a fine 
the care ·of .a ll'ative' headman. It hras s'PITIng manner -In whIch they smg the tIme In the ,school. The ·attendance in 
worked' out for the beSlt, for th.is~ .past GOSipeI. . the various departments was as follows:' 
m-onth it had rained, every·day; however~ There w,ere tW{). adares·seg· in the I General Officers, 4; Adult Dept., 342; 
I am commencing work again next' afternoon. The first was delivered by;' Young People's, 283; Intermediate·, 2014; 
month, and we shall rush its c'omple- the Rev. Mr. Fleming, of Lindsay. It Junior, 317; Primary, 202; Beginners', 
tion. . was, a tlloUlght-provoking message on 93; Cradle Roll, 25,-total, 1,470. The' 

The, First B. aptism:. prayer,-'-the need of it, the manner ·of- percentage o.:fI attendance to enrollment 
it, the· character of it, and the power of in the various departments was as fol-

"We are having our first ooptis~ ne~t it: Af·ter a period of prayer 'the Modera-_ lows: General Officers 100 per cent· 
Sunday. Maybe I s'houl<I: have told. YOUl tor spokEl br,iefly. He re~EryY'ed tlhe PlllBt Adult Departm-ent, 100 per cent.; Young 
this news in the first part of my letter ~.eetmgs' of .the. ~.s~oclatton a?ld .out .... People's, 93 per cent.; Intermediate, 74.1 
-I have kept the 'bes·t 'wine'/till the' last! honed o.ur res:ponslblhties and O/b~ectives. per cent.; .Junior, 76 'per cent.; Primary, 
Perhap·s y'ou wiliJ. rem'ember my teUing FollOWIng thIS, PaSitor W. S. 1Vhltcombe, 83.4 per cent.; Beginners', 95.8 per cent.; 
yrou . of a young ·man who c'ame to us of Mlirkham II and' Baker Hdl, gave us Cradle Roll 92 per cent 
asking for work ,a,'S,la s'chool teacher or a pointed ad:dress on per'llonal work from A ' l' .. 
helper. He was' 'Partly educated at the Acts 8:4, s'howing that this was the· or- , co~stant y Incr~asmg number of the 
Lutheran Mission; best of all he was' diinary, every-day work of every Chris- s~.holars are attendIng th~ mormng s~r
saved wnilst atte·nding thei~ schooI.. tian' that the only rules 'were to live' VIce: ~ast ,Sunday ·mormng the en~lre 
For .some time he a'ss>isted- in a "Go"vern- clos~ to the Lord and to take every. audItorIum w~s fille~. Sunday evemng 
ment sch{)·ol. This is where I first met opportundty; tha·t it was the greatest the congregatIon. agaIn filled the church. 
lIim during our trip into the interior. work on earth to win souls; and tlhat a' The Pastor .baptlzed f<?ur. The. attend~ 
Unfortunately, the head ·of this school' soul won to Chris>t meant .unmeasured ance at th~ 'Commumon ServIce was 
died, and this. YOllng man was' without' joy and satisfac·tion to the Christian. more than eIght lIundred, a~ the Pa~tor 
employment. He came to ,me aSking kfter supper the tgwn people added to' gave the ·hand of fell?wshl'P' to· thIrty. 
for work, and' I was so· taken Wlith him' the volume of the crowd who Ustenedi new members. 
that I found him w{)rk as> a helper and' with pleasure and profit to Messrs. Mc- .The Monday night Conferences have 
interpreter. He' has proved, of untold' Clure, Jeffery, ,searle and: Hisey, stu- outgrown the prayer room, and· now fill· 
value. During his stay with us !he haS' denb of the" Toronto Ba.ptis't .seminary, the Lecture Hall, ibetween three and, four 
given us' every ewd'ence ,of being a reall who told of work done this summer. oll' hundred attending. All the workers iIi 
child of God.. He' was a sprinkled be- their . mi'Ssion field's, I!\cattered' from the School appear to be takin'g a fresh 
Hever and' a member of the' Lutheran Quebec on the east to Fort William Oll' hold of the work; with renewed spiritual 
Church. We have watched his life; and th.e west, an~: fro~ Kawartlha La~es dis..! interest. E.very service on Sunday there 
on every occ.a;sion he had pr.oved' himselli trlct to Port Dover '<?n :J;,ake ETIe·. Mr., a,e confeSSIons o;f faith, and we are still 
to ibe what he really is,-a bom-:again J!>hnson, ats~.a Se;rmnary .studeJ.1t, .re- looking for and expecting the great r·e
:lJoung man. He expressed a desIre tti VIewed condirtIons ·m JamaIca, ·hijs own vival for which we have been praying 
meet with us at the Lord's Table. I home, and told of the needs and of work . 
told. him -of our attitude to thoS'e, who being do.ne for the Lord'.. ... ... ... ... 
were .n-ot baptized and .ga.ve hhiL: our.' The closing address by the Vice
tentative constitution to read. He. can moderator, Rev. e. M. Carew, .of Fene~ 
readr English very well. He read' 'this. Ion Falls, on "The Offence 'Of the Cross,". 
then returned' 'it, and said that 'he:was> ,sent us all home resolved to .stand with 
desirous of being Ibaptized!. Last Satur- Paul and to ·glory in no'thing "s'ave in 
day evenIng Brother Lewis an.d· I ques- the cross< of our Lord Jesus Chris·t, by 
tioned him and' found' his, answers s-o whom the world is crucified unto me and 
satisfactorY that :we decided there, was I unto ·the world." 

Important!· We regret to report that 
the Editor of these pages, Rev. W. Gor~ 
don Brown, is ill with scarlet fever at 
ihis home in Orangeville. We hope, the', 
attack will prove a light one, but we ask 
C11T readers. to 'Pray for his recovery. 
-Ed., Gospel Witness. 
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THE DAY OF THE LORD. 
Lesson Text: 2 Peter, chapter 3_ 

Golden Text: "The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise as some men 
count slackness; but is longsut1'er
ing to usward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that a.n should 
come to repentance."-2 Peter, 3:9. 

I. THE CERTAINTY OF OUR LORD'S 
RETURN, (vs.1-7.) 

1. The trutb. of our Lord's se'Cond, com
ing iSi taught in both the O[dI and New 
Testaments, and its importance for 'saint 
and 5linneT is. eD1lphas[zed. I't i's. depicted 
as "the blessed! hll'pe" of the s'aint, 
(Titus 2:13), and a9 the time when the 
dead andl the Hvdng in ,Cm'st wiH meet 
in the presence of their Lordi (I Thes's, 
4: 13-18). Reward!s will then be distri'b
uted (Re'v. 22:12; I Cor. 3:11-15). Be
lievers are enjodned! to watch for His 
coming (Matt. 24: 42), and the practical 
effeet of the possession of such a; hll'pe 
is clearly set forth in I John 3: 3. 2. It 
is II!ot SlUrp.rising then, that Peter se'eik!s 
to stir up the minds o'f God'S! people 
concerning SlUch a SlUbject (v. I), remind
ing them of foraner teaching (v.2}, and 
warning them af the coming of scoffers 
who wou'ld. question such teaching, (ViS. 
3,4). Such individuals have appeared 
upon the scene and are to :be found both 
inside 'and outsid!e the church. . In their 
teaching and life they proceed! upon 'the 
natural basis, "walking after their ()IWJl 

desires", refusing to accept the pllai~ 
teaching of the Word! of ·God, because It 
is contrary to their idea's. In general 
they are iIll/bued with 'a false Il'p'bimis.m 
concerning 'the course of this. world, for
getting God'S' es!timate of it, (Eph. 2: 
1-3' I J-ohn 5: 19, R.V.), and .profess 
not' to ,believe iII! a catas'thropic endling 
of this age. 3.· They believe in the s.ta
bility of the heavens and the earth and 
the continuity of the pres'ent order, and 
see no signs of any change 'in the .s'ame, 
(v.4), although our Lord taught s'ome
thing concerning the signs' of the times, 
(Matt. 16: 3). In assuming this attitude 
they are ,betraying wHHng ignorance of 
Goo's judglIlJent in the past. The l!ita
bl1ity' of the w9.rld in which they so 
much believe, was· IJpset in the past 'by 

. the power of God when He permitted 
the flood'S to inundate it, (V9. 5,6). And 
in ·the future the prediction is made 
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that judgment willl again fail upon this 
scene 'though in a dijfferent form, (v. 7). 
It is s.trange that men who profe!Sls to 
believe God's· word! will refuse to 'be
lieve in a future judgment for this 
world in the face of such pllain declara
tions of Scvripture, and will seek to 
spiritualize slllch truths 'away. ,Sure'1y 
the Word of God! meanlS' exactly what ·it 
SlayS, and blessed is the person who in 
all siIl1lPHcity accepts what 'God, teaches. 
Emphasis ·should be placed! upon the. cer
tainty of our Lord's, Tetum and the 
bleslsed practicaIJ. effect of strch a hope. 

iI. THE DAY OF'THE LORD, (vs.8-10.) 
1. It has ,been said that God is. never 

in a hurry in His' actions, nor is He ever 
late in fulfiliLing His prolmises. He is 
alwaY9 on time. The same i'S, true in 
reference to the promise. of our Lord's 
return. We may think, in our hnpa.ti
ence, that the Lord delaye!f;h His corn.
ing, ·but this· is not so. Just at the right 
time He will come. It is diue to our 
po·().r finite view that we: imagine such a 
thing. Gll'd 'is .the Infinite, Eternal One, 
and works illl the light of eternity and 
not from the lSItandpoint of man',s short 
l'ife. One day with Him is as a thous·a.nd 
years, and a thousand years' as one day, 
(v.8). He is not governed! by time, His 
pqans are eternal. 2. The reas'on flJll' the 
seeming -delay in the 'execution of God's 
plan i'S then stated. He "isl not slack 
conce/l.'Iloing His pro.m,ises as' some men 
counIt sJ:ackness;' but is 10ng-suffering 'to 
us-ward., not willing that any shouldi per
iSlh, ,but that all s'hould come; .to repent
ance", (v.9). In thes'e w·ords' we 'have 
declared! 'the merciful dispoSlition of God. 
The coming of the Lo·rd will mean' pun
ishment for the wicked, (2 TheS's'.1:7-9), 
and Godl 'takes no delight iII! judgment, 
des'iring the saLvation of melIl, (Ezekie'l 
33: 1~). 3. This dloes not mean, how
ever, that jud!gm.ent Woill 'be indefinitely 
pos.tponed; the day o'f the LOIl'd willI 
surely come, when the wicked! w'ill suffer 
jus,t retribution. This day in which we 
are living is man's day; when ou.r Lord 
returns then wil[ begin the day of the 
Lord, which win als'O ·be 'a day {)If 
blessdng for HiS! own, b!)th Jew and 
Church, (Mal. 3: 17, 18; 4: 2, 3; Rev. 20: 
4-6). That day we are info'I'lmedJ is to 
come "as 'a thief illl the night" (v. 10), 
,suddenly and unexpected1y, (I TheIS'S. 
5: I), and the end of it wiH be the pass'
ing away of the heavens andl the ·burn-. 
ing up of. the earth. The' ord!er- of eV!lnts 
at our Lord's coming is not here sta.ted, 
but simply the result in reference to the 
heavens and! the earth, pOS'Slibly having 
the s'coffem 'and! their viewS' in mind. 
EIl1IPhaSlize the neeessity for c()lIlstant 
read~ness to meet the Lord, (Matt. 24: 
44). 
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it affeells our lives, and influences us to-: 
ward hoIiIlJeSs·. In the. re'al~zation of the 
certainty of meeting God and in the 
lijght of the uncertainty' concerning the 
time of such a mee·ting, our desire. is( to 
live a life of pre'paredn~ss alwaY'S'. 2. Th:e 
apostle continues the exhortation with 
the words "Looking for and! hasting unto 
the ~oming of the day of God", etc. 
(v. 12), implying eagernes'Si for the ap
proach of that great event, and d'iligent 
cooouct in doing the wiH of God in 
anti'Cipation of it, particuLarly in the 
seeking for a gathering in 0If the lost. 
Thel"e .is again a reference to the event 
of that day in the dliSlSl()lving of the 
heavens and the elements, leslt we are 
cheer·ed with the promis'e of a "new 
heavens and a new earth wherein dwell
eth righteousness", (v. 13). .so we are 
led to .loll'k ,beyond the judgmenlt to the 
bleS'Sed time when God'.s 'Win shall be 
dione among men and sin shan be taken 
away. Bless'ed! indeed! are the people 
of God, whio alone shall endoy such a 
time. May the wicked! repelIllt of their 
Sin before it is too late, for eternal pun
ishm-en.t awaits· them if ,they pass from 
this earth in their 'sins. Emphasize the 
necessity for 'holinesS! of character and 
diligence in serviCe. 

I . 
IV. BL.A:MELESS CONDUCT, (V5. 14-18) 

l. The practical effect of prO!phetical 
truth is again emphasized in the fol'l!ow
ing verses, where as those who are look
ing. for the coming of the Lord and! the 
fulJ:filiment of its related evenJi;s, we are 
enjoined! to Ibe diligent that we Im'ay be 
foum 0If Him in peace; without !Spot and 
blalIlJeless, (v. 14). There is a possibility 
().f the childlren of Goo becoming care
ieSIS and living a'CcOll'ding to the oIld na
ture iJllSltead of in obedience to the Holoy 
Spirit, and such an exhortation a9 this 
is ne!ede:d, that we iIJlay not be caught 
unprepared and ibe ashamed at HiS! ap
pearaIllCe. The proper way ~·s to live to 
please Him a.lways" ('Col. 1: 10), and 
thus· be in a constant state ().f readijness. 
Again it ne'eJdlso to be emphamzed' 'that 
d'i'ligence must be used if we' are .to live 
blameless lives, flJll' we have arrayed 
agains,t us the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. We cannot live too c108'e to God, 
nor can we oIbey Him too faithfully. 
2. There fuUows< ano'ther reference to 
the 1ongsuffelr.ing of God, and! a sltate
ment concerning Paul and' his epistles, 
(VB. 15, 16). Concerning these latter it 
i's '8Itatedl there are some things in them 
hard to :be unders,toDd. Even Pe'ter has 
to ·acknlowle4'ge 'this, and we agree with 
him, wh.iJe. believing abs'olutely with him 
in the inspiration of th~ teaching, p[aced 
as it is upon the 'Plane of the Scrip
tures. It is· s'tated in referenlCe to these 
S'crip'tures that the unJ'earnedi and un-

Ill. HASTING UNTO THE COMING stable wr.est them to their own destruc-
OF THE DAY OF GOD, (vs .. 11-13). t5.on, imiplyin'g that they strain and twist 

them to suit 'their views. And this we 
1. On the foregoing .te!achi~g concern'- find is being dione by so many these 

ing the day of the Lord, the aposltile base's day,s. Not every one who quotes Scrip
an exhortation unto holiness; of life. In ture in support of his views i!S right, for 
the light of SlUch a reve·1ation. he aslk·s even Satan is no't averse to doing this, 
"What manner of persoons OIIlght yeo to (Matt. 4: 6).' 3. A warning and exhot
/be in all holy convers'ation· al\dl holi- tation conclude the epistle, (vs. 17, 18). 
neS'S?" (v. 11). Sometime's propheltic We are warned to beware of false te'ach
truth is relegated! to the ·realm of the' ing, It is not to be ,trifled with. An 
speculative, and! is not at 'a11 'thought 0If attitude of alllj;agonism to it is the only 
as having a practJical purpos'e, !but when S'are cou1'!Sle. Anld "grow in grace" thu's 
the reaLity of its truth grip's' our hearts becoming' s'tronger to resist all sin. 
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