
• PUBUSHBD ~RY THURSDAY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF. EVANGEUCAL P.RINCIPLES AND 
IN DEFENSE OF THE FAITH ONCE FOR ALL DEUVERBD TO THE SAINTS •. 

$2.00 'Per Y ...... POltpaid. to ... yaddrel'. 5Co P.r Sinal. COllY. 

Editor: T. T. SBD!lLD8. 

Associate Editors: ',l'. I •. STOCKLEY, ALEXANDER THOMSON, W. GORDON BROWN. 

-"I am neM •• hamed of the gospel of Chri.t ... -Rom .... 1:16. 

Acldreu Correspondence: mE GOSPBL WITNBSS, 130 Gerrard Street Bast, ToroIlto. 

.. 
Vol. 8. No. 24. TORO"l'1~O, OCTOB-ER 31st, 1929. Whole No. 389. 

, . WHEN ALL ·C.REATION 
. "He feedet'h on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned 

him aside; that he cannot deliver his own' soul, nor say, 
Is 'there not a lie in my right hand? Remember the;;e, 
o Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have 
formed thee; thou art my" servant: 0 Israel, thou sh.alt 
not be'· forgotten of me. I have !blotted out, as a thick 
cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, th~ sins: re
turn -unto me;. for I have redeemed thee. Smg, 0 ye 
heavens; for the Lord ·hath done it: shout, ye lower 
parts of the earth: break forth into si~ging, ye moun
tains, 0 forest, and every tree therein: for the Lord 
hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israe1." 

Throughout the chapter from which we have quoted, 
God asserts His own incompara;bleness: "Is there a God 
beside me? yea, there is no God. I know~not a!lY'" A 
picture is drawn?f the idolater;. the f?lly o~,~uttmg an~
one or anything m the place of. God IS exhl'btted; and It 
is implied that all who thus turn aside lay up for them
selves a store of disappointment. All sin is a kind of 
idolatry. "Covetousness is idolatry", the New Testa
ment says. And all sin leads to disappointment, bitter 
and deep. ._ 

In contrast to the view of deepening shadows and 
increasing bitterness, the prophet presents the groWing 
brightness of the gracious life, leading to tq.e realms of 
gladness and of glory where-

"The whole creation joins ·in one 
To bless the sacred name . 

Of Him Who sits uPon the throne, 
And to adore the Lamb." 

l." 

Sin is essentially deceitful. In the end of the day it 
is true of every sinner, "He feedeth. on' ashes." He is 
represented as choosing from among' the trees of the 
forest, material upon which to show his skill. Highly 
skilled in the use of tools, he carves for him'self a figure . 
according to the rb"eauty of a man. With the same mater
ial he kindles a fire, and bakes bread. With part he pre
pares his food, and with part he warms' himself and 

I 

saith,. "'Aha, I am warm. I have seen the fir~.". But 
"with the residue thereof he maketh a god, 'and falleth 
doW'll unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and 
saith, Deliver me; for thou art my God." The folly of 
it all is summed up in this; "He feedeth upon ashes"=---," 
even his god is 0'£ the same material, and is reduced to 

"ashes at last. 
The great truth enunciated is that the spirits of immor

tals are seeking to nourish their immortality on things 
which are reducible to ashes. What are all sensual en
joyments, the gratification of any fleshly appetite, b~t 
feeding on ashes? Anc;l what are all sensuous delights, 
the pleasure of seeing, t'he enjoyment of hearing, the 
Juxury of r~t and ease? The answer is given us on 
every hand where every pleasant and beautiful thing is 
resolved into it's elements-a heap of. a!ihes I' , ' . 

Nor is it otherwise in the intellectual . realm. This 
idolater puts intellect into his work; there is a rude ele
mental art in his produttion--even th,e beauty of a man. 
But the u.tmost that 'he can do is to give. new forms to that 
which is elementally only ~sh,es. What does all the 
boasted intelleCtualism of the day accomplish? Men are 
making nothing but heaps of ashes. And in ",hat is 
modern scholarship, philosophy, and science, and the 
supposed superior culture, delighting itself?', "He feed-
eth on ashes." . 

Universal human experience is summed up in these 
four words: "He feedeth on ashes." In those things to 
which his life is given, how pleasant, and attractive, and 
promising, soever they be, there is no' spiritual, vital; .. 
principle;. there is no spiritual nutriment; there is no 
crumb of the .bread of heaven mixed. These tc:imporali
ties may be attractively wrapped, "pleasant to the eyes; 
and to -be desired to make one wise"; but they' are only 
sweetened ashes: and the soul that is thus fed must peiish . 
in, the using. ' ' 

The cause of this is a deccived and deceitful heart. As' 
in certain forms of delirium, the diseased imagination 
inverts the natural order, so that the patient's best friends 
are regarded as enemies, and everything is falsely col
lored, and its shape distorted, so it is of the· very nature . , .. " 

\ 
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.of sin to pervert the judgment, and becloud the under
standing, to the utter confusion of all moral values. Sin 
is a kind of moral ·ddirium, and delirium is an' invariable 
~ccompaniment of the disease of sirt; and like some 
patients in jnsa-ne asylums, who would eat anything H 
allowed, th~ sinner-in his madness, "feedeth on ashes". 

There is no difficuity in recognizing this moral blind
ness in certain cases which are the more manifest be
cause' of their physical a'ccompaniments. The drunkard 
who spends his all on his cups,-he is the' only one .who 

, does not see that he is heading straight for the precipice. 
The same is true of any other fonn of sin which -is com
mitted against the body. The doctor knows it, his friends 
know it, everybody but the poor deluded victim of vice 
knows that he .is preparing for himself not even a dinner 
~f heJ:lbs, ibut a meal of ashes. But the forms of sin 
which are less gross are just as deadly. The appalling 
fad is that men do not know it. The awful truth is that 
many whose attention is drawn to the fact do not believe 
it. They think they are dressed in the height of fashion, 
on the way to a royal banquet; whereas the truth is they 
are clothed in filthy rags, feeding on an. ash-heap: 'fA 

. deceived heart hath turned him aside." .' 
This lea-ds to a consideration of the logical sequence 

of it all, that no milO can save himself. F,Ie cannot find 
.his way home. He is like a drunken man bereft of his 
senses, so far as knowledge of spiritual things is con
cerned: "He cannot deliver his soul, nor say,. Is there 
not a lie in my right han'd?" . . 

The right hand here represents the utmost of human 
desire, of concentrated resolution, the strength 'of the 
whole lHe, allld it is-what? Only a lie! He says he is 
nghteous, and God says he is a sinner; he says he is 
revelling ·in luxury, and God' say's he feedeth 6n ashes; 
he says 'he is on his way to heaven, and God says he is 
~ing to hell. But he does not know there is a lie in his 
right hand. How therefore can he deliver hi'S soul when 
be does not know he needs deliverance?' 

That is the picture God d1"aws of the sinner: all his 
powers are engaged in the accumulation of ashes. Like 
the wild asses who "snuffed up the wind", he is feeding 
his soul upon nothing. With the lie in his" right hand 
he is committing sOul-suicide. . . 

II. 

'What a mercy therefore is involved in· the enlight
enment of grace! 
. The Ibeginnings of grace in the soul 'are recognized 
in an enlightened understa!liding. Grace does not 
over.bear, nor magnify any' faculty of the mind. "If 
any man 'be in Chrjst he is a new creation"; and every 
fac)1lty is a sharer 'ih that new creation, and by the 
natural exercise of its function is called into co-opera
tion with the divine Spirit in the transformation of 
character and 'life. As the new-lborn child holds com
Bierce with the vital air, and exer'Cises its.lbreathing 
function with a cry, so the new-born soul responds 
to ifs. new atmosphere, the vital Spirit, and all the 
faculties of the soul fulfil, weakly, but harmoniously, 
their proper functions in o.bedience to the new lilfe. 

HeRce such a word as this: "Rememlber these, 0 
J~coh". No word that we can write can !,each the 
sinner to undeceive him, to awaken him from sin's 
ilIusion-m·ent. T~e .steeping, sin..,benumlhed, f~culties 

will never answer to a human call. But the Spil'it of God 
can awaken them. "Come frotIl the four winds, 0 breath, 
and.'ibreathe .upon these slain that they may -live!"-"O 
earth, earth, earth, hear the wot;d Off the Lord !"
"Aw~ke, thou that sleep est and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light"-"Rememlber these, 
o J aco'b". 0 man, at God's call, think; ponder the 
path of thy feet,consider whither thou art going. It 
is not in vain we write if the Spirit of God tbe pleased 
to make us His mouth-piece. It is not in vain we ·call. 
Grace quickens the conscience, enlightens the under-' 
standing, informs and clarifies the judgment, tpurifies 
the affections, and enfranchises the will. H we 'but 
discern these evidences of divine r.enewal within, a 
growing distaste for aU that is in the 'World, the lust 
of the flesp, the lust of the eyes, and the 'pride of life, 
it is an infallible sign of a spiritual awakening. The 
Lord God is !Calling us away from our feeding on 
ashes :. "Remem'ber these, 00 J acdb and Israel; for 
thou art my servant: 0 Israel, thou shalt not the Ifor
~otten of me". yv e are required to ex;ercis~ our spir
Itual senses to discern good and evil, to see the folly 
and wickednes~ of sin, to turn from idols to worship 
the true God. 

But her·e is a comfortable wo~d for th~ soitl which 
is keenly sensitive on .account of s~n, The ,evil of it 
all is seen, but how to escape we know not. In the 
name ·of the Lord let us adjure our readers to 1"eceive 
the truth. '. 

Sin is said to be \blotted out as a record from a 
book; it is !blotted out asa cloud. ,It is important 
too to notice how -sin is classified. The word "trans
gre~sion" represents sin in its positive aspect. It 
means "tresPass", "rebellion", '.'treachery", stepping 

. across the line,. literally, transgression,~the. betrayal 
of trust, and affection, and ,privilege. I t speaks o!f 
antagonism toward all that is holy, the law and the 
Law-giver. The won:! "sin" is negative. It means' 
missing the mark, failure to fun the race, faihlre 
to attain to a 'standard, to fuldil divine expectation. 
Here th~n the.·t.en thou.sand failures and shortcomings 
and delmquencles of, hfe are gathered into a cloud; 
and the multitude of transgressions - ten thousand 
times ten thousand, like vapor pal'lticles, have over
cast the sky. as "a thidk cloud". What a picture orf 
sin! It turns mid-day into midnight. It obscures 
the sun ·by day and the stars by night. It robs the 
li.ly of its beau'tJ;'", the landscape of it~ splendour. It 
stlences the mUSllC of, the feathered -singers of the for-' 
est and the field. It is thus. sin hides the face of God 
and obscures the light of heaven, drapes all the world 
~n darknes~ and in the sh~dow of death. Verily sin 
IS as :a thick clqud covermg the face of the sky-a 
cloud of our making, like the fog of London oI1:lscur
ing the light. of day, so that a. man knoweth not at 
what he' stu-mbleth. . 

If that be sin, who can dispel the darkness? Who 
can dissipate the clouds? Who can deal with the thick 
clouds of sin? ".omst not thou lift up thy voice to the 
clouds ?"-"It is high as heaven; what canst thou do? 
deeper than hell ; wh~t canst thou know? The 
measure ther:eof is longer than the earth, and broader 
than the sea." None but God can blot out sin. The 
clouds can never be dissipated from the earthward 
side: they must be di,spelled itom Heaven. 
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But ere they vanish forever grace has thrown the 
rainbow across the thick cloud, the glory of the Lord 
appeareth even in this cloud'-7-

"Thus e'en thy mur~ie~t storm-cloud, 
Is by His rainbow 'spanned, . 

Caught from the glory dwelling 
In Immanuel's' land." 

How is this cloud blotted 04t? Ah, it might have 
poured out vengeance on our heads'. But its lightnings 
wer:e drawn by the cross of Christ; it was emptied of 
its wrath hy Calvary: 

we utter all our joy? When springtime comes to the 
soul-

"0 day of God, thou 'bringest back 
The 'singing of the birds, 

With music for the hearts that lack, 
More.musical. than words! 

Thou meltest now the frozen deep 
Where dreaming love lay bound, 

Thou wakest life in buds asleep, 
And joy in skies that frowned. 

Not yet may almond-blossoms dare 

•.... I 

"The tempest's aw~ul voice was heard, A wintry world to bless; 
o Christ, it woke 'gainst Thee! StiU do the trees their beauty wear 

Thy open' bosom was my ward, Of glorious na~edness: 
It braved the storm for me: ' But douds are riven with the light 

Thy form was'scarred, Thy visage marred, . Of old unclouded days, 
Now cloudless peace for me." And·Love u·I,1£olds to longing sight 

But there is a wonderful doctrine involved here. . -His sweet and silent ways." 
'Vhen the su'n in 'all his might a'ndglory looks upon . "Sing, 0 ye heavens, for the Lord hath done it." The 
the cloud, .yvhenl the concentrated .rays of the sun pour . heavens do sing I BUlt they celebrate only'the praises 
d'own upon that mass of dense v~poI', its, darkness is of the Lord. The heavens declare the glory 'Of God. 
riven by the 'light, itsl watery part~cles are evaporated, The stars in their. courses fought against Sisera, but 
the cloud is dissipated, or '~blotted out", and there they will not publish his fame. The morning stars 
remains only the glorious Sun in ~a clo'udlless sky. It sang together at creation's birth, hut they sang in 
is thus all the po\¥ers of Deity ar~ cbncentrated upon praise of the Creator, not of the creature~ It was· not 
our sin, His justice, His righteousness, His truth, His for Joshua, ,but for Jehovah, the sun and moon 'stood 
mercy, His love, His might, His holiness,-or to sum still; it was not for Ahaz,:but for God, the sha·dow 
up aU, attributes in one grand, '. incomparable, im- returned on the dial. And the wise men were never 
measumble word, His grace, poured its rays upon our wiser than when they said of the heavenly guide, "We 
sin and blotted it out from the s~y! have seen His star". "His star"? Yes; all the ·stars 

"I have blotted out, as a thick doud, thy. trans- are His, His ministers to do His pleasure; His 
gressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins-: return unto me; . choristers to sing His everlasting Pfaise. . . 
for I have redeemed thee." That is the logiC of the But they are silent in view of all human achieve .. 
gospel's appeal: not, "Return that th<;>u mayest be ments. They .sing only when "the Lord hath done 
redeemed", but, "Return because thou art redeemed.· it". And when our sins are blotted out,:...-"the Lord 
Oh, that is the differerice between: grace and works. hath done it." When the prodigal turns from his 
Sin is atoned for-therefore return. \ W·hen t~e prodi- husks to ~is Father's table; when his filthy rags are 
gal returned, he found he was· alrea4y forgiven. Sinai exchanged for. the best robe, and the wastrel is shod, 
turned everything to ashes, We have read o,f the far and l;1as a, ring on his hand, it is "the Lord hath done 
country where· a prince would fain llave fed on husks. it". Earth caf!.not contain the joy of that achieve'
But what is the alternative of husks !J.nd ashes? Who ment. The heart of the redeem~d must cry, "Sing, 
will give beauty for ashes; the oil of joy for mour'ning, oh heavens. for the Lord hath done it"i-
and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness? 
It is not Sinai with its ashes, nor the~ far country with 
its husks, which can con!?titute the .'great appeal: it 
is Calva!'y with its voice of pardon: Hie Father's ·house 
where there is a welcome, and "hread enough and to 
spare". The sinner may return ,because there is no 
reason to stay away. He is redeemed'. He may come 
and "Claim his inheritance in' Christ "iIi whom. we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the .riches of his grace. ',' . . 

III. 

Then there is the joy o,f salvation! But how can one 
speak of a "joy unspeakable and ful~ of.:glory"? When 
·the winter of our dis'content is ended" when the· day 
of darkness and of storm is over, when. the sky is 
clear, and the heavens openeCil, and "God who 'com
manded the light to shine out of darkpess, shines in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
g:lory of God in tlie face of Jesus CRrist"-how shall. 

"Saints and angels joined in concert 
Sing the praises of the Lamb; 

While the blissful seats of heaven 
Sweetly ·echo with His name; 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Sinners here may sing the same." 

And even rthe lower orders of creation share the joy 
of a s<,lUl's conversion. We remember a most devoted 
Christian man, who, prior to his 'Conversion, had been 
a very depraved and vicious character.· He used to 
say that the first creature to know of his conversion 
was his dog,~for when, on the night of the great 
change, the· dog ·came to meet him 'On his rettirn home, 
instead of a vicious kick the dog received a tender 
care~s. And the man insisted that his dog felt the 
change conversion had effected. The principle is true. 
A man'~ horse, an9 d·og, and· all creatures he touches 
have reason to shout 'Yhen he is redly an~ soandly 
converted. . '. 
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"Break forth into singing, ye mountains". Let your 
lofty peaks catch 'the musk of the skies; let your ri:bbed 
and rocky slopes, your mighty canyons, acclaim the mys
tery of grace; let your purling streams, your myr.iad wild, 
in~truccive voices accompany the song of langels in cele
bration' of redeeming love. "Break forth into singing, 
o forest, and every tree therein". Let the wind that 

. bloweth where it listeth play upon thee, ,and wake every 
murmuring pine, and every feathered melody, and every 
tremulous leaf, in praise of the Redeemer's name! . 

What means it, but that if all the universe could sud
denly become animate and vocal, the joy of salvation 
would still be unspeakalble and full of glory! 

"'Oh, for such love, let rocks and· rills 
Their lasting silence break! 

And all harmonious human tongues 
~he Saviour''S praises speak." 

"For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified him
self in' Israel"-grace has devised means to make the 
creature's good and the Creator's glory mutually to con
sist in .each other. That is the stupendous, the tr~ns
cendent, .wonder. Grace giveth beauty for ashes, the oil 
of. joy for mourning, and the garment of .praise for the 
spirit of heaviness. 

Let us have done with feeding upon ashes.! .Let us 
'return unto the Lord and to the land of cloudless skies! 
Let us get ready for the day when every' creature tpat 
is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, shall be 
heard saying, "Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, :be unto him that sitteth upon .the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever I" 

THE. NEED AND HOPE OF THE·CHURCH. 
I . . 

By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.D., Dean of Toronto 
, Baptist, Seminary. ' 

It was a joyfu1 moment to me a day or two smce 
when I opened a letter from J amai>ca telling me of 
the safe and happy ;arrival there of two of our Sem
inary students, Mr. and Mrs. John Knight, who grad
uated last May. The joy deepened as I read of 'the 
impression which they had made upon the ,t11issi~n
ary with whom they have gone to la:bour; "Now," 
said he, "after four or five days I can say that I ?'O 
not think you could hav·e found a better fit for our 
situation in all Canada." Evidently Mr. and Mrs. 
Knight have made a fine impression already,. and it 
is a matter for deep thankfulness to k90W 'thl's. So, 
the Toronto Bruptist Seminary has two more rep1"e· 
sentatives in that beautiful island, who are d'estined, 
we believe, to do a magnificen't wor.k for our Lord 
there. Those in this land, who are rendering valu
able help towards the support of ¥r. and Mrs. Knight 
should be greatly encouraged. . 

One of the joys of the new ~eminary term, with its 
heavY'iq),ressure ·of work, 'has /been the glad tidings of 
the vital ministry exercised Iby our students during 
the. summer, and the extremely favourab'le impres
sion which they are creating u:n some of the city 
churches since this terl;11 opened. . If these men press 
on in the path which they are tr&ding to-day-godly, 
earn,est, devoted, with a clear ,ringing gospel message', 
Canachi, and many other parts of the world will yet 

have to >bless God for the day when Dr. Shi·elds 
planted the Toronto Baptist Seminary in Jarvis 
Street. 

My recent visit 'to England made me feel more than 
ev,er that we need everywhere a trumpet Iblast of Chris
tian testimony that will startle men out of their deep
spiri'tual sleep, and their empty dreams. The world 
may not love to Ibe aroused, and turning over in its 
sleep may utter curses deep and many against the dis
turlbers' of their Godless repose; but many sou~s wiII 
arise from their slum:bers at the touch of Divine gr.ace, 
and ·come forth 'to live and la'bour f.or Him VVho put 
away their sins by the sacrifice of Himself . 

. It is good to see that a num'ber of our sttJ,dents have 
the world-wide vision. and that they will not be con
tent with spending their lives in some little corner of 
Canada. Pau'l is a noble example for us heTe. It 
was not enough for him to preach the gospel at J eTU
salem, or Damascus, he must needs journey into Pisi
dia and Pamphylia, and to the utmost verge of Asia 
Minor. And so full of Christ was 'he that when he 
fell asleep he saw a vision of a man calling him across 
the blue Aegean, "Co-me over and help us", and with 
the morning light Paul was away to preach the gos
pel in Macedonia. He was filled with a sacred re'st
lessnes'S to reach the ~'regions beyond" and to move on 
and on in order, to tou>ch soil where no other had ever 
told the story of the Cross'. We trust that the ambi
tion of our students will be /bound'less, until dead 
souls in the most distant lands; ,and the utmost islands 
of the seas, will be stirred to se~k the. Lord by the 
awakening gospel which they will proclaim. 

These are days which ca-ll for spiritual ardour. 
Lukewarmness is all too common, and that is a thing 

• which our Lord 'abhors. It ,is the Pauline spirit that 
.we ne'ed again, the spirit that nei'ther "peril's by the 
heathen, perils in the city, perils in the wilderness. 
perils in the sea, nor perils among ifalse Ibrethren" win 
quench, or impede. Everywhere the world needs 
men who "'believe, and therefore speak"; and who' 
will love and serve their Lord even unto death. None 
01£ us can afford 'to allow any relaxation of zeal. The 
pure Word of God must he, proclaimed with int~nS'ity 
until that ,Word ,begins to teB, and still proclaim it 
!:'ill the rocky hearts of sinners are 'broken in pieces. 
There must Ibe no drawing 'back, no losing of force, 
,no slackening in prayer, for we must ·ever contend 
earnestly for the faith once for ,all delivered to the 
'saints~ God's men must put their 'heart and soul into 
their service, and with manHness, vigour, and vehe
menlCe, all their powers must be moved to unwavering , 
earnestness in holy living, in prayer, and in the pas-· 
sionate. preaching of .th~ great saving message.. .' 

Our y0ung men wdl need to be strong to the ut
most possible strength. Battles are before them 
where they will need ,to stand with firm foot; and 
to wield the Sword· of the Spirit with ~ighty power. 
Many older men are sadly 1~>C'king in anything like 
flammg zeal. .The! are .'tled. up to "machines", 
thro~gh fear they trIm theIr speech, or speak with 
hated :breath; or they 'have an eye upon denomina
tio,n~~ "leaders". There is little hope of any great 
spmtual movement through such men. So, under 
God, our hope in the conflict for King Jesus is in the 
young blood of the church. And we shall all ilile glad 
'" '. (Continued on page 13.) . 
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I \ ~bt Jarbis ·.~trttt l)ulpit 
A PRAYER POR REVIVAL. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Ik. T. T. Shields. 

Preacped in, Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Sunday Morning, October ~7th, 1929. 

(Stenographically Reported.) 

"0 Lord, revive thy work".-Habakkuk 8:2. 

. "0 Lord, I have heard thy. speech, and was afraid: 
0. Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, 

.. ili the midst of th~ years make knQwn; in wrath 
remember' mercy,". We shall give .0U! thought par
ticularly to '.this phrase, which is our church motto 
for the year: "0 Lord, revive thy work": 
. It is the practice .of every ,business con~em periodically 
to take stock of its assets ~~d liabilities, ~n order that it 
may know wheth.er it .is going forwaro or backward, that 
it may estimate the measure of its progress. It is 
necessary that Christians should frequently take their 
bearings and examine the faun dation of things: "Give 

. diligence to make your calling and election sure," 
Take nothing for granted except that God is true, and 
~hat I:Ie l will ~eep His word, . 

It is wise also that every church should"periodically . 
review it~ work, and exe'rdse' every care "lest a 
promise being left tis of e'otering into his rest, any 
of you should seem to come short of it," When ,God 
gives to a church a' meas~re of prosperity there is 
always a dange'r of. its :being satisfied with some
th~ng less tlian the best. T;he' d'evil does not always 
tempt us with thirigs that 'are in themselves evil, but 
he does often cripple and 'impoverish the people of 
God by getting them to set their mind'S and their 
hearts upon something that ,is less than the best that 
God has to give, to His own people. By that means 
they are made contented with' their present attain,
ments, instead of pressing "toward the mark for the 
prize' of 'the l}igh calling of God in Christ Jesus". 

I d'o not think there ever was a day when the church 
of God as a whole more urgently 'needed revival than 
to-day. I ~hink every true believer ought to be con
stantly praying not alone for himself, nor exclusively 
for the church to which he belongs, but for the' people 
of God everywh~re, that God, would revive His work. 
But the best way to have a ,revival on a large scale 
is to 'he, sure that we have a revival in our own hearts, 
in our own homes, and in the churches in which we 
have been placed, and where: responsibilities particu
'larly rest upon ·us. So in the, simplest fashion I shall 
turn over this familiar scripture which we have had 
before us through the year, that we may .be ',enabled 
afr~sh to make it our prayer t~is morning,-"O Lord, 
reVIve thy work" . 

,1. 
mrst of an, it is an expression, AN !';XAMPL!,;, 01" THAT 

!';X!';RCISg IN WHICH ALI; B!';LI1W!';R:S OUGHT TO Bg !';N

GAG:£]): it is a prayer. J ,.shall ask a few questions of every 
'C:hristian here thi~ morning, questions that are very 
SImple, very practical, and very much to the point; 

\ 
and I ask you to try to find an answer for them, an . 
answer which you' will give not to me, but to God. 

Are you thus prayi~g? Are you praying at .all? 
When there is sickness in the home when some sertous 
illness has ove~taken some member of ,the family, or 

'when a serious accident has taken place, and someone 
'is examined to discover whether life remains, 'or 

whether there is but the tabernacle of day left, the 
great question asked by the physician is, Is he breath
ing? Is .there breath there? J.~' the pulse b~ting? 
What breath is to the body, prayer is to, the': soul; 
and no 'man is really "alive unto God" who does not 
daily and hourly pray. Prayer iSi much more than 
the' formal exercise of repeating certain petitions. 
Prayer is the normal attitude and exercise Qf e,:ery 
truly regenerate soul. We are not to I pray occaSIOn
ally, but literally and of necessity, "without ceasing"; 

, otherwi'se we cannot live. "Prayer is the Christian's 
vital breath, the Christian's native air." 

You will recall the description of the, valley of·bones 
iIi the thirty-seventh cha'pter of Ezekiel, and yoU 
remember how Ezekiel prophesied as he was com
manded', "0 ye dry bones, hear' the word of the Lord." 
There was' a noise, and a shaking; bone ,came' to his 
bone. Presently the bones 'were covered with flesh, 
and with' sinews, and with skin,; each col;lection of 
'bones was rearti-culated, and .formed into the' fashion 
0.£ a human body-'but th~ prophet observed that 
there was "no breath in them". ·It is possible to 
have a great school su~h as we have here, it is possib~e 
to have a large congregation, it is ,possible to .have 
a large church membership, to' make a ~ne show in 
the flesh, and yet to be de'void of spiritual life. . The 
great question 'is, Are we alive unto God? 

What is' the test of our spiritual life? It is :whether 
it is natural for us, whether it be the normal thing 
for 'us to be always, Monday as well as SUilday, morn
ing as well as evening, .forenoon as well as· afternoon' 
-all the time-to live in ~n attitude of ·prayer, depend
ing upon God, .breathing out our desires toward God, 

.and receiving again 'supplies of the Spirit of God, so 
that we are animated by' the Spirit. In this w~y we 
become spiritual men and spiritual, women, not mind
it:J,g the things of the flesh, but minding the things, of 
the Spid~, '\!Vhich are life and peace. '. " 
, Let me address the members of this cllUrch-for I have 

,'a special responsibility in respect to you. A past(i)r 
must be especially ,concerned for the spiritual health 
of the flock he is ,set to feed. And that is' what I want 
to know ,of you young people who are members' of 
the church, an.d of you boys and girls who 'have mad~ 
profession of faith in the Lord. Jesus Christ, Do .you 
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pray? Is it natural for you about your play" about 
your study, and about your work, ~herever you are 
-has it become habitual .for you to lift your heart to 
God and pray? We ought to be always praying. We 
have thr,ee prayer meetings a week-we have more 
than that. Beside th'e three mid-week meetings we 
gather for prayer a~ six o'clock Sunday evening, and 
again Monday evening the various departments come 
together, first of all, to pray. Some' people remark 
upon it as though it were extraordlinary, but we do not 
pray. as we 'ought to pray, although there are many 
members of this church who are found in the place of 
prayer as often as it is possible for them to come. It 
is one thing for us to pray individually: it is another 
thing to pray collectively .. What is true of the ind~
vidual member ought to be true of the ·church. If the 
church, as a church, is' to live unto God, and exercise 
her proper functions, then she must, as' a church, be 
constant in prayer. We must be 'always praying-not 
three prayer meetings a week, but all at it, and always 
at it. 

I 

I still think there are·many of you who ar.e members 
of this church, who could make it posfjible, if you 
would, to gather with the 'people of God as they meet 
in His name to pray. I know how strenuously some 
people must live of necess,ity. I know how time is 
consumed in going to and fro; and yet if we recognize 
the fad that prayer is vital to a, church's existence, 
and certainly vital to its functioning and fruit-bearing 
a,s a church, then every qlember of the church will 
-come to recognize that unless he or she prays, unless' 
he or she has a part ,in the ministry of prayer, 
such is not in any true sense a real .addition, to the 
church's working force. We ought to have hundreds 
whenever we gather to pray. There are some of you 
who, I trust, walk worthily before the world. I hope 
it is true that, in some measure, by divine grace we 
are enabled to "adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
-in all things"; and yet you ought to "be an active cell 
in the -chuflCh's lu~gs. You ought to be breathing: 

Go and ask your physician where trouble begins in 
the lungs, and he will tell you that if there is a part 
of\your respiratory system that you are not using, 
if the lungs are not fil'led witr. God's fresh air, if you 

. do not learn to breathe deeply all the time, you are 
in danger of suffering an impairment of health. When 
germs find lodgment in the lung, it is invariably in an 
unused cell, and not in those that are active. And 
whenever ,he devil gets into a church, whenever he 
succeeds in turning some believer -astray from the path 
of righteousness, he always find'S his opportunity in 
the life of a man or woman, or boy or girl, who is 
careless in respect to the privilege of prayer. If only 
we learn to ,breathe, to hold commerce with heaven, 
and get the atmosphere of Heaven into our spirits, we 
shall have the very life of God within us, and we shall 
be able to throw off those ailments from which so 
many professing Christians suffer to--da;y. Most seri
ousoly I urge upon you the fact that the prayer life of 
the chur.ch is vital; it is absolutely indispensable to. 
its fruit-be'aring -ministry. The, chur~h that does not 
pray, might just as well close it~ d'oor-s; for preaching 
without the·mighty power of God is of no' avaiL And 
how impossible it is for any of us to live worthily, 
except 'by the power of the indwelling Spirit of God I 

Let us take this motto .for our own, and learn to pray, 
"0 Lord, revive thy work." 

To whom is this prayer made? The dimensions of 
your prayers will always bear some- relation to your 
conception of God·. If you have 'a little god, your 
prayers- wiII 'be little prayers. If you have a God' that 
is revealed in the person of Jesus Christ, then your 
prayers' will compass the world with their interests;. 
and nothing shall be impossihle to you. 

How do you pray? Are you using the same prayer 
that you "said" twenty years ago? Why do you not 
wear the satn~ olothes that you wore twenty years 
ago? You say, "They are worn o~t; I have outgrown 
them." You ought to have outgrown your prayers bf 
twenty years ago, in this sense, that you ought to be 
scaling the mount. You ought to be asking for .larger 
and richer things than you did in your spiritual 
inf.ancy. There is a sense in which we continue to 
pray that which is fundamental to all prayer, "Forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors", and yet we 
ought to be living beyond the first principles, going 
on to perfection, and seeking more and more grace 
from God that we "may grow up into him in. all things, 
which is the head, even Christ". . 

To whom is your prayer addressed? To what sort 
of God? To whom did this prophet pray? He began 
his prayer by saying, "0 Lordi, I have heard thy 
speech, and w~s afraid." There is nothing that. will 
inspire people to pray like hearing "the speech" of 
God. Let me remind you young people ag~ii1 of that 
which I have called to your attention many times, 
that the study of God's Word and the exercise of 
prayer 31lways go together. It is'whe~ yoti hear His 

, speech, it is when you 100'k into this perfect law of 
, liberty, that you discover what you ought to be. It 

is 'when we look at the height of the mountain which 
He would have us climb, it is when we view our own 
inheritance in Christ, and learn something of the 
aepth, and breadth, and height, and inestimable worth, 
of our inheritance as Christians-it is then we see our 
shortcomings; it ~s then we are inspired to pray, "0 
Lord, revive thy work" .. 

Is Jesus Christ your Lord? In what measure is He 
your Lord? If He be your Master every day, then 
it ,becomes your privilege arrd duty to receive orders 
from Headquarters. ~t is the most natural thing in 
the world for one who recognizes Jesus as Lord, to 
desire to keep in unbroken comm~nion with Him. In 
time o.f war that is always. one of the chief problems, 
how an army may keep in communication with its base 
of supply. It must always keep in communication: with 
headquarters, so that it may receive orders from the 
commander-in-chief,' that all its movements may 
be an ex~cution of his design, of his plan. You and I 
cannot pray effectively unless there ill a recognition of 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ. We pray, that we may 
receive orders from Him. It was instinctive to the 
newly-converted Saul of Tarsus, it was natura;l for 
him when he heard that Voice from heaven, when he 
heard that speech, to be afraid. He fell.tothe ground, 
a~~ when he' heard ~is name he said, "Who art thou, 
Lord?" As soon as' he received the answer, "I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest", instinctively he saic:l';' 
"What wilt thou have me to do?" Henceforth that 
became the burden of his prayer, the rule of his life, 
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to discover the will of God, in ord'er that he might do 
"the will of God from~ the heart". 

That ,is, our question this morning: Is Jesus Christ 
Lord in the most a:bsolute sense? We cannot exaggerate 
it. You cannot employ ~uper1atives that w01l'ld be 
excessive in your definition of your obligation to' 
Him Who is your rightful Lord ,and King. He is 
Lord of our lives; thFrefore.we pray to Him .. When 
the brethren of Joseph came down to Egypt they 
came to one who was; described as "lord of the land". 
They were not content to ,deal with any midd1'e-man: 

, they wanted to get to., the governor who had the keys 
to the storehous'es-for their sacks were empty; their 
families were famishing in the famine land. When 

, they 'came there I think they saiq~ "Introduce us to 
him 'who is lord of thre lal;ld, ,for no one else can meet 
our need; no one else can fill our sacks; no one else 
can satisfy our hunger." , 

My dear friends, you and I need things of !Which Jesus 
'Christ has the absolute monopoly: we must get them 
,from His storehouses, or we can not. get them at all. 
They are not within ·the 'keeping of any minister, of 
a,ny priest, of any church, of any organization, of any 
iien01Ilination. If you and.I are to live triumphantly, 
effectually, to the prll-ise of God, then we must have 
access to Him Who is Lord; nobody else can help us. 
As we come to Him' and pray this rp.orning, can we 
say, "Th.ou art Lord. of the storehouses, Thou hast 
all the necessary ~upplies; and I therefore 'Come to 
'Thee because Thou hast it in' Thy power to hetp· me." 

One oJ our Httle girls, got up in the prayer meeting 
last nigh.t and' said, "I want t9 quote' a ·passage again 
that is a great favour,ite of 'mine. I quote it so often 
that I sometimes fe'ar you will think I do not know 
any other. I know 6thers, but I quote this because· 
~ love it." And this was the passage: "All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there
fore, and ,teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you:' and, 10, I am with you alway. even 
unto the end of the world.'" When you pray, do you 
come to One Who has' all. authority "in heaven and in 
earth"? ~s it worth w~i1e pr'aying to Him. If you 
re3111y belIeve that th,e keys of all storehouses swing 
at His girdle, that His sceptre has power not orily 
over the hearts of men, but over nations. . 

To whom do you p~ay? Is it to the Lord to Whom 
al.l auth!lrity belongeth? I know that in your experi
ence, in your li'fe, there are a thousand difficulties
~.s there are ~n mine .. I As I speak of revival this morn-
109 there are men here who say, "You do not know 
where I work, sir". ,'Or another man says, "You do 
not know where I lIve, sir. You do not 'know my 
difficulties. If you 9id, you would not talk to me 
about rev,ival, ~ecause I l~ve in' a perfectly impossible 
situation."· There are nO' impossibilities to any man 
to whom Jesus Christ is Lord I He is bigger than: all 
your diffi·culties I H~ is, mightier than al.l your foes 1 
He is superior to all your, temptations'l There is 
nothing that the God: Whom we worship cannot do. 
And if we' really, by prayer, lay hold o,f God, there is 
,no reas,pn w,hy we shquld·not have revival, individually 
and collectively. We'. shall receive whatever we need. ,\ , 

\ 

Jesus Christ is Lord. I love to thin'k that He made 
this old world. It is a beautiful place. I sometim'es 
have a good deal of sympathy with a little girl 00£ 
who If!. a f1"iend of mine told me when I was pastor in 
London. 'fohis little girl was visiting one of the 
families in London ; she was visiting her aunt. At 
night her aunt heard her say her prayers. She stopped 
in the midst one n~ght and said, "Auntie, I do not want 
to go to heaven." Her, aunt said, "Why, what makes 
you ,say that, dear?" "Because this 'YOrld is such a 
beautiful place; it is so fubl of flowers and, birds and 
music, and' all sorts of beautiful things, that I should 
like to stay h.ere." Her aunt told' her that some' day 
the flowers would fade, that the bird'!; would spread 
the:ir w,ings and flyaway to other dinies, that the snow 
would come, arid' that it would be cold. She told' her 
our friends would leave. us, that we should have' to 
leave them out in the cemetery-and we should be 
lonely; that by and by life would look a little differ
ent, and we should begin to take an interest in things 
acl'OSS the river. The child said, "Yes', I suppose that 

. is so, Al,mtie, and I had better pray about heaven; 
but, really, I don't want to go t)1ere just yet." 

I do nbt blame her, you know? I think the Lord 
would have' us value the beautiful things .about us. 
But what I remind you of this morning is that we pray 
to Him Who "mad'e' heaven and earth, and all that in 
them is". Our God is a great ·Go.d, and if He 'wants 
us to have .beautiful things He can give them to U'S. 

Did you 'ever hear the sweet story of Mrs. Spurgeon 
and her. bird? For years she was an inyaJid, and she 
had an idea that she ·wanted a can·ary. I suppose she 
might have sent someone to huy one; but .s~e made 
up her mind that 'she would ask the Lord for oI),e, 
and that He would, without 'her telling anyone about 
it, sehd her a beautiful singing bird. And so she 
·prayed. She did not t~l1 her, husband' or' anyone' else, 
b\1t she· just prayed the Lord to. send her a canary to 
cheer her sick-room. One day when Mr . .spurgeon 
came home, .she told him that someanonymou.s .friend 
had sent a beautiful bird-there it was, .cage and aU. 
She said, "I have been asking the Lord to send me Ii 
bird." Said he, "My dear" I think you are one of th.e 
Lo~'s spoiled c):J.i1dren. You get whatever you ask 
fori" . It was essentially Spurgeonic, 'but it was a 
,beautiful idea. He not only gives us raiment to wear, 
and food to eat, but 'our ,God 'can give us luxuries if 
He will; and if 'Ye pray to the Lord of heaven and 
earth there is no telling how rich we may become., 

Who is he to who'm you pray? Is he a remote figure 
of history, one with whom you have no persona] 
acquaintance, a character in a book, someone who is 
far away in heaven? Or is He a personal, reality, a 
dear and intimate Friend with Whom you hold dai.ly 

. converse, and' to Whom you present your daily re
quests? "0 Lord 1" said the prophet. Make Jesus 
Lord. 

He is Lord of ,principalities and powers. I am not 
afraid of men. I really am not. I have seen a few 
0,£ them; and many' at:e only pigmies after' a1:11 "Fea:r 
not them which kill the ,body, DUt are not a:ble to ki11. 
the sou1." We need not be afraid of men. Brit: oh, 
we wrestle against "principaliti'es, against powers, 

',against the /ruters of the da,tkness of this world, 
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against spiritual wickedness in high places." And' if 
we are going to pray for revival we mus·t pray to 
Someone Who is superior to these powers of darkness 
which bring paralysis and impoverishment and ruin 
everywhere. Who are th~y? Theologi.cal professors? 
They are bad enough. They are a bad lot (except 
those in the Seminary, Dr. Stockley). There are false 
teachers, but even they are only the puppets of prin
cipalities and powers; and ·if you could rid every 
institution. to-day of every' false teacher" it would· be 
as. ba:d as ever to-morrow unless the Spirit of 'God 
should come and take possession. We wrestle against 
principalities and powers. 
. Whet! you p:ay for the salvation of a ,soul, you are 

praying for the -salvation Qf one who is led captive by 
the devil at his will, and he 'cannot breat<; away unleSIS 
he has a power that' is superior to thepower'that holds 
him. When we pray to Him Who is Lord, let us :remem
ber that He ,i~ greater than the devil himself-and all \ 
his angels. "When a strong man armed keepeth his 
pa;lace, his goods are in' peace."-but listen-"when a 
stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome 
him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he 
trusted, and divideth his spoils." Our Lord is stronger 
than "the strong man armed", and if we have Him by 
our side there is nothing we cannot accomplish. 

Te such an one we must bring this prayer, "0 Lord, 
revive thy work; preserve alive thy work. Give us 
a reviva!." That is to say, give its replenishment at 
the stores of life; revivify us; rein,!,igorate us. "Re
vive thy work". You ma'y ask people for money
and you may get it. you may ask people to come to 
church-and they may come. You 'may appear to 'be 
successful, successful even without God; 'but vou 
cannot have spiritual life without Him, nor can you 
have it without prayer which must be ·presented to 
the Lord oi aN,-"Revive thy work." 

II: 
. WHAT: SHALL BE THE BURDEN OF MY PRAyER? Revive 
my-effort, my industry? No, that is not it. It may 
be a .blessing when some work stops, you know! There 
are a great many churches that have all kinds of or
.ganizations. They are like a man who makes a hobby 
of having many clocks, he has two or thI'ee ip. every 
:room. He is like Smitty's friend, he is occupied much 
·of his time ,winding up the clocks! I know some preach
ers who are kept constantly ·busy looking after their or
ganizations. ·il do not know what they are for-nor 
does -he--Jbut they are there, and have to ,be kept go
ing. He has this society" and the other, this clu'b 
and the other; and all his energy is expended in keep
ing the machinery going, yet nothing happens, month 
after month, 'year after year; and the poor man is 
nearly worn out. 
. We do not want a revival of that kind. This is 

.what we want, "0 Lord, revive Thy work." It is a 
prayer that God 'lvill come and work-not that you 
shall work, nor your work; !but His work. Now for 
you w.ho are Christians, what is His work? You 
say, "He worked a worlk ~n my heart once upon a 

. time. He made me a new creature, and I know I was 
quickened !by the. Divine Spirit of God. I know that 
I am His workmanship 'cI'eated in Christ J es~s unto 

r 

good works'." "Then pray that God may come intQ 
your heart in fuller measure, that He may revivify 
His work; that He may cultivate the garden so that 
the weeds may be plucked up; that the drooping plants, 
the virtues that ought to flourish in a Christian li,fe, 
may be revived; and that aU the graces of Christ' may 
flourish in-your life. "0 Lord, revive thy work! Help 
me to keep my temper; maJke me more patient; help 
me to be more charitalble; help me to TIe absolutely 
truthful; 'make me faithiful in the discharge of my 
duty; help me, as a Christian, to put conscience into 
my daily task, to do my duty, to fU'lfil my obligation. 
Whatever I ought to do as a Christian, whatever:I 
ought to be as a Christian, help me to dro and to be 

. tIiat. Revive Thy work. Come into my heart, 
and do Thy work .perfectly so that everyone will say . 
of me, "There is· a man by whom and in whom God 
is working." 

There is a great difference 'between the man in 
whose life God is working, and the man who is daily 
trying to 'Work for God. The one can ~ork and accom
plish nothing: the other is' a channel of divine grace, 
an instrument of divine power. 

"0 Lord, revive thy' work." It may. mean, "Lord, 
renew ·my zeal. Once I used to teach a Sunday 
School class, but I got tired of it. Once I was so 
zealous I could not get enough to do for the Lord; 
then aftb- a w.hile I was content merely to touch the 
·burden with the end of my finger. 10 Lord, revive 
thy work Give me back that flaming passion for 
the souls 6f men, ·that zeal that will consume me 
even as it consumed my Lord of Whom it was writ
ten, 'The zeal of thine house hath eaten me ·up.' '0 
Lord, revive thy work." , v 

Lik·e the children of Ephraim we aN turn back; "'be
ing 'armed, and carrying !bows, turn back in the day 
df battle." Weare a pack of 'cowards! Left to our
selves we run away from any foe. It . is only as 
God comes in and revives His work, and works in 
us "to will and to do of His good pleasure", that·we 
shaH be able to accomplish anything. Pray .for a re
vival .df yOlJr zeal, and a revival of your interest in 
spiritual things generally. 

How shall we study the Bilble? The lights are out 
and it is night. I come here and open 'this B~lYle
but I cannot see a -thing! 'I put on my glasses, and 
still I cannot see! I go to Dr. 'Stoclkley and say, 
"Please lend me your glasseS'''. I 'put them on too; 
I get a magnif~ng glass;'1 call in a dozen opticians; 
I look----lbut I canndt see anything. What folly! 
Here is the way (turning on the e~ectric light): Turn 
on the light, and you can see clearly. How is it 
somr; people do not know the Word of God? It is 
because they are studying in the darik. The Jews do 
not understand the Old Testament .because, !'ev'en 
unto this (day, when Moses is read the vail is upon 
their heart"; and that is just as true of a Gentile 
professor as of a Jew,-"which vail is d'one away 
in Christ". If you have Christ,.if you s'ee everything 
through the medium of Jesus. Christ, you wiU come 

. to your Bible and find it the most th'nlling and en
trancing 'book ever written. 

" If you lj,re to get back to God, and get a 'knowl-
edge of God's will, 'how must you· do h? ~'O Lord, 
revive thy work,,;-uThen <>1'ened he their unders'tand-
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ing, that they might understan'd the scriptur-es." Light 
up the candle again I "Oh ~hat I were as in months 
past, as in the days whet). God ipres'erved m'e; when 
his candle shined: upon my head." I't is wonderful 
when the Hply ,Ghost ,comes in and lights the candle, 
and makes the Book Iblaze with glory. Do not come 
to me and say, "Pastor, can you recommend me a 
,boOk that would interest me in Bible study?" Oh, 
dear I dear I dear I How much of that 'there is I, Some
body telephoned, me the other day--oJ;. am always glad 
to have an enquiry---<but someone called me and said, 
'''I am a stranger. I ,am a mem!ber of the .'. . United 
Church."-:-I wiU not tell you what church it was
"we have a great many young, people in our church 
who are going astray .... They are going 'to dances, 

'having their cards at home, and, all the rest of it. 
Would you tell me how to prepare an address for' 
such young ,people?" I felt Hke sayirig, \Go to head
quarters, and get the Lord to turn the light on. You 
will not need, others to instruoct you ilf only the Light 
shines. '''.0 Lord, revive thy work." 

So I could go on. ' Is there a 'baC'kslider somewhere? 
Is there someone in whom there is a flickering light? 
Blessed be God, "a bruised reed shall. he not break, 
and the smoking flax shall he not quenc~." He will 
fan it, into ~ new flame i,f you ask Him, and sudden'ly 

il 
you will have your heart warmed. You will !be lik~ 
Wesley, who found his 'heart "strangely warmed'i,·, 
You remember the discipl,es on the Emmaus road 
said, "Did not ou~ heart 'burn within us, while h~ 
talked with us by the way." Why ~ It was' because 
He came and fanned the flame. He 'revived His 
work, rekindling their desires toward God. ShaU we 
pray this? 

I know I was 'born out of my time I iI'ought to 
have" lived fifty years ago when people went to churcn 
to sit three hours lOne of. the attra:ctions of heaveR 
will he that there they serve Him "day and night". ~ 

, hope some day to 'be able to preach just as long ai 
I like I In the meantime, ·1 shall have to remember 
that we are in the .flesh, and that dinner will get cold! 

But is there one here who is, not a Christian? The 
Lord of Whom 1 speak is the' Lord of me'. [f yoq. 
are dead in sins, He can make you live again. ThE) 
churc'h cannot save you,the preacher cannot save 
ydu, the teache'r cannot save you, your own resolul 

'tions cannot save you-'but Jesus Christ can. Come 
to Him this morning and say ".0' Lord; revive thY,: 
work. Begin it in me, and then carry it on until ~ 
,shall be perfected 'before the throne." May the Lorq 
bless our simple meditation this mor-ning I :' 

(Fifteen came forward in response to the invitation 
following the sermon.) '/ 

, i 

CHRIST CRUCIFIED 

\ 
A Sermon by Rev. Thomas Todhunter, M.A., 

Vicar of Dacre, Cumberland, 'som~ time during the last half of the 18th century (The Editor's grea:t-great-
, grandfather), pr,inted from a manuscript in the Editor's possession, dated 1760. ' 

, "But we preach ,Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-blo~k, and unto'the Greeks foolishness; 
. But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 'of Goll, and the wisdom of 
qod."-I Cor. 1:23, 24. ' 

Corinth w~s the capital city 'Of that part of ancient 
Greece called, Achaia. And being situate on a neck 
of ~'and, between two seas, it lay peculial'ly convenient 
and advantageous for commerce. By means of its 
pl,easant'situation, it became ~ city of great resort, 
both by Jews and _ Gentiles, ,for trade and learning; 
grew exceeding populous; and abounded with rich 
merchants, fine orators, and' great philosophers. 

In this wealthy and magnificent city the apostle 
Paul took up his residence; a1).d 'preached the gospel 
among them for about two years; diu ring which spa'ce 
of time, many believed in the Lord: Jesus,' and were 
formed into a g-ospel church. , 
, What ~rtsdid' he 'employ, or what means did he 

make use of, in order to make men, believe the gospel? ' 
By the preaching of Christ crucified. "But we preach 
Chriilt crucified, ,unto the Jews a stumhling-block. and 
unto the Greel<s foolishness; but unto them which are 
caned. both Jews and Greeks. Christ the power of 
Go'd. and the' wisdom of God." . 

The crucifixion of Jesus, or in other words, the do~
trine of th.e, Cross, was the subject of the Apostles' 
t,eachi,ng, a,nd tpe grand theme of their writings. They 
did not concern :themselves ,with the study of politics, 
'or, the improvement of arts and sciences. These they 

\. 

, 
,I 

left to statesmen and" philosophers; and declared the'l 
only ~ay of salvation, to ~inners of ~rikind was ~y thej 
suffermgs, and resurrectton of Chnst. They dlid notl, 
entertain their hearers'with the strains of human 'e1oJ 
quence, and the' flowers of rhetoric so' much cultivatedil 
and admired by the Greeks'-they' did.' not ada.pt their il 
discourses to 'the maxi¢s of philosophy , or the, corrupt II 
notions of 'high' pretenders to :reason and' learning;-,' 
but without studying to please men, they declared the I' 
,testimony of God, and proclaimed the doctrine of a h 

crucified Saviour in its native'majesty, simplicity 'andl~ 
glory. It was a matter of indifferenc¢ to them, how the I, 
affairs of this world were managed, or what sort of, 
'government was estaiblished in any country"':'-all their 'I 

comfort and satis.fuction consisted in 'preaching a des- 'I 

pised gospel, 'and seeing those little societies, which II 

they had formed here and there, walking, in love and il. 
,in the fear of the Lord. ,They did notendeavou,r to II 

catch the vain breath of popu~ar applause, by artifice, I 
and sanctimonious hypocrisy-they did not ,co'urt the' I 
s'rp.ile of king~, by smooth-tongued adulation, by false I! 

and fawning .flattery. They had no wor-Idly prefer- i, 

ments to bestow upon mankind, for they neither were il 
possessed of, nor aspired ,after any. No, they had Ii 
nothing to expect or to ,promise in this life, but poverty' 

, ~ 

)1 

II 

,,' 
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and affliction, ignominy, and disgrace. They were 
made the filth o,f the world, and esteemed the off
scouring of all things; but this they counted as noth
ing, if ~o qe, they might "obtain a better resurrection". 

"B).!t we preach. Christ crucified".-Who can ob
serve, and not admire the Apostle's manner of express
ing himself? He speaks of it with an air of boastIng, 
as if to' preach the gospel of the despis.ed JesuS' was a 
most desirable privilege. A,s if he esteemed it a greater 
honour to suffer the most ·cruel persecutions for the 
name of Christ, than to :be 'advanced to the first em
ploytlletits in the state! "But we preach Christ cruci
fied"--'Christ .is our province to display ·the riches of 
divine grace, and to preach reconciliation to sinners 
of mankind, in the death and sufferings of the ad'orable 
Jesus. Though it is a doctrine which proves a 
stumoling-block and an offence I to the carna;l Jews, . 
and is esteemed foolishness by the learned and polite 
Greek; yet it is a pleasure to us to proclaim salvation 
in the name of , Christ, Who was publicly- condemned 
andexecuted as a malefactor for the sins of His people. 

"We preach Christ crucified". Who c~n read this, 
and not" be' charmed with the very simple, but incompar
ably gallant'ma.nner of the ApoS'tle speaking? He re
joices, he exults, he triumphs, that he was aocounted 
worthy to prea'Ch' the gospel of Jesus of Nazareth, 
though· his ministry was attended with persecution and 
imprisonment, and would, ere long, end in martyrdom'and 
death. Had the AIpostle's ministry been accompanied 
with ease and honour-had he. enjoyed a large revenue 
as the reward of his extensive labours-or had he 
"preached Christ crucified" with a view ·to Some grand 
preferment, the turn and air of this expression would 
not '&0 much have excited our admiration---.nay, it would 
have lost all its beauty. B~t when we consider that he 
had nothing to look or hope for in this 'World, but hunger 
and nakedness, poverty and shame, and the most violent 
opposition from all ranks of people; we cannot but 
admire this illustrious champion of the Cross? 

"But we preach Chri·st crucified". Note, they di<J not 
tickle people's ears, or' soothe their vanity with fine 
speeches upon the dignity of ·human nature. . They did 
not, like many of our preachers, entertain them with dry, 
spiritless lectures of virtue,. which neither convince the 
judgment nor reform the heart: but they preached the 
glad tidings of salvation through Jesus Who was crucified 
upon Calvary. They considered all mankind ';both Jews 
and Gentiles as sinners, and enemies of God by wicked 
works. They clearly proved from the Old Testament, , 
that he 'was the Messiah Who was "fore-ordained" to.' 
take away sin by the sacn.fice of Himself. "But we 
preach Christ crucified, unto the J eWis a stumbling-'block, 
and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which' 
are called, both Jews and ,Greek~, Christ the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God." 

In discoursing upon these words, I shaH 
First: Shew how the apostles preached Christ crucified. 
Secondly: Offer some reasons why the doctrine. of 

Christ crucified was a stumbling-lblook to the Jews, etc., 
and . . 

Lastly,: I shall make a few observations upon the 
latter part of the text-"But unto them which are called, . 
both Jews and Greeks,' Christ the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God." 

'. '. 

I. 
First, I am ·to shew HOW THE APOSTLES PRF.ACU~D 

CHRIST CRUCIFIED. 
It is very evident both frorr the Old Testament and 

the New, that the d,eath of Christ was a real'and pro
pitiatory sacrifi.'ce. The Aria·ns .and Socinians indeed, 
'would persuade us that He died upon the Cross only as 
an example of patience, or a martyr to the truth of the 
doctrine· which he taught. But thi~ doctrine is entirely 
inconsistent with the whole tenor of scripture. Nothing 
can :be plainer than that sinners are reconciled to God by 
the pouring out of Christ's blood upon the Cross. "He 
hath poured out his 'soul unto death: and he was num
bered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of' 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors." And 
the Apostle confirms the w6rqs of the Prophet, "He hath 
made him to be sin for us, WhO .knew no sin; that we 
might be made the right~usness of God in him." These 
passages are so plain as not to need any comment. They 
declare, as clearly as language can do it, that God pun
ished or visited sin in the person of Jesus Christ-that 
He st00d in the r90m of sinners, and purchased their l.ife 
by Hi,s propitiatory death. Let us contemplate a little 
the sufferings of this divine Person as they are recorded 
by His own apostles. Let us follow Him to the Garden 
of Gethsemane. . 

Matthew tells us, He "fell on his face, and prayed, 
saying, 0 my Fathe'r, if it be poS'Sible, let this cup, pass 
from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt." 
Mark has it thus: ~',Albba, Father, all things "are possible' 
unto thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless . 
not what.I will, but what thou wilt." And Luke expresses 
the same thing in these words: "Father, if thou De will
ing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, . 
but thine, be done." The evangelists, ·you see, do not all 
use the very Same expressions in delSCribing this circum
stance; ibut this affords no argument against the truth 
of .their history: for we are not to suppose that they 
relate every expression which our Lord used in- His 
earnest prayers when He was in His agony; but only the 
most remarkalble. They do not narrate His prayers ver
batim; but give you only the substance of them in a few 
words. . ' 

As the evangelists inform us of the condition He was 
in when He prayed t~us, they also shew us what that cup 
was, which He prayed might pass from Him. They say, 
He "began to be sorrowful" (or, to be '&Ore amazed) 
"and very heavy", and saith, "My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto' death: tarry ye here, and watch 
with me.'" "And being in an agony he prayed more 
earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great -drops of 
blood falling down to the ground." Was all this occa
sioned by the mere hbrror of approaching death? Then 
He did not face death with that firmness, constancy and 
resolution of mind which 'Was conspicuous in Stephen, 
and many of the martyrs. What then was the cause of 
all this agony? And what was this cu.p, whereof He w.as 
thus beginning to drink? It was nothing less than the 
death, due Iby the Law of God, to the sins of those trans
gressors, ·with whom He was numbered, and whose sins 
He 'bare, when He poured out Rissoul unto death, and 
made intercession for them. He was now acting in. a 
public character, as the Representative of His people. 
He stood ·betwixt them and death; so that it was their 
sins, and not His own, which fetched from Him, His 

; 
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sighs, His groans, ~nd His tears. 'He ha~ t3lSted of this 
cup before, when, foretelling His death for the salvation 
of His people, He said, "Now is my soul troubl~d; and 
what shall I say ~ Father, save me from th~s hour: ·but 
for this cause came I unto' this hour. Father, glorify 
thy name." John t2 :27, 28. And. when the Apostle, 
in' his description of Christ's priesthood, says that Jesus 
~'offered up prayers' :and supplications with strong crying 

. and tears unto himl that Was able to save him", he i-s 
giving the sense of t~ese words, "Father, if it !be possible, 
let this cup pass fr~ me". 
, . It is manifest~ fro:m these prayers· and supplications 
of Jesus Christ, that there was the greatest reluctance 
and aversion in His soul to that cup of the wrath of 
God, or to that cur.sed. death, due to sin, of which He 
was beginning. to taste. And it could not be other
wise; for the more: holy ·and, innocent a soul is, the 
more will it ;love the divine favor; and ac·cording to 
the greatness of that love to the light of God's coun-. 
tenance, so must the aversion'to His wrath be great .. 
T):terefore it was a strong expression of His love to 
the light of the Father;s countenance, when He ex
pr.essed His great aversion to the opposite death,' in 
these words, "Father, if it be possible, .let this ,cup 
pass frpm me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou 
wilt." And, "Fath.er, save me from this hour: but 

\ for this cause came :r urito, this hour. Father, glorify 
thy name." He pray.s to be saved from drinking of 
this cup, o'l'!-ly upon this e$press condition, if it could be 
compatible with the Father's will, and if it ·could be 
consistent with His: glory in the salvation of- His 
people, :fot: whom He: was to drink,that cup': And so 

• He says, "if thou be willing", "if it be 'possible"-and, 
"Father, save me ,{roin this hour: but for this cause 
came I unto this hour." "Father, glorify thy name." 
He would not be ·saved from drinking the cup, or from 
that ,holir, if it was not consistent with the Father's 
glory in His' people's': salvation from death. And so 
He expressed, in thi,s 'prayer, the great love that was 
in His soul 'to God, ~nd to His people; i~ that He 
would rather drink the cup, to which He had the 
greatest aversion, yea,:drink it to the verY'dregs, than 
that the F'ather should:not'be glori,fied in the salvation 
of His people. Thus: we see the perfection of' that 
iove, which was requir:ed in the law, presented to the 
Father in those prayeis and supplications, which our 
High Priest offered iri the days of His flesh. And this 
love, which was truly, the fU'lfi~ling of the law, was 
obedience, as it carried in it the greatest. submission 
to the div'ine will, This subjection to the will of the 
Father; occasioned 'by : the height of His sufferings, 

. was the highest instance of obedience that eV'er was in 
the world, and to which there is no parallel in the 
~reation of God; espec\ally if we consider the 'infinite 
dignity of the person thus obeying: for "Though he 
were a Son, yet learned he obediience by the things 
which ,he suffered." H'eb. 5:8. 

As the connection bet~ixt sit:\. and death was pointed 
out in th'e typical sacrifiic~s" upon which the emblematical 
uncleanness was transf.erred;·so this connection is 
most manifestly dec1ar,ed in the offering of Jesus 
Christ, For if, in any case, sin and death could have 
been separated, or. if it. had ·been any way possible 

.for sin to pass unpunisJ:1ed by the .wrath of God; it 
must have been when the Son of God, standing in the , 

room of His sinful people, was crying to His Father 
with teats to be sa.ved from suffering His' wrath due 
to their sins. But 'even in this case it was impossible. 
It was not the Father's will that sinners should be 
saved without manifesting His displeasure against sin. 
It was not His will.that the cup should pass £rom His 
son, 'except He drank it. He could not be saved from 
that hour; because, for this very cause 'cam~ He unto 
that hour. Thus ,we can see it is impossible that God, 
consis.tent with His goodness, could save sinners, 
without discovering. His opposition and ha,tred against 
sin. And this is clearly declared in the '<:ieath of Jesus 
Christ, "Whom God hath sd forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the ·remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of 'God; to declare, I say; at this time his 
righteousness: that he might ·be' just, and the justifier 
of him which believeth in J esW'·." 

But here we must observe,-If that death, 'wherein 
God's i~finite hatred against sin, had lbeen inflicted 
upon any person of finite d~gnity, it would ,have been 
~mpossilble that the "pains of death" should be loosed; 
'and so such 'a person must have :been hold,en of it eter
nally: but' this was . infinitely eXlpressed in the death 
of that person of infinite dignity and worth, the 'Son 
of God; for the Father, finding His wrath . against sin 
fully declared in His sufferings, "loosed the pains of" 
death", and raised H,im to a life suitable to the in
finite merit of His o'bedien:ce to the death. And this 
deliverance from death, this glorious me that is given 
to Hi,in, as the. answer to the prayers which He of
fered up, is the salvation of aH His p~ple; \for t):ley 
al"e"heirs of God, and joint-heirs 'With <;:hrist". 

There is no troulble or disquietude like t):tat which 
arises from a sense of God's displeasure against sin; 
and' there was no way or qIethod for our. deliverance 
from this trouble, but ,by Jesus Christ's ta:king it upon 
Himself for us, and undergoing the sorrows of death, 
to manifest the divine displeasure against our !>ins, 
that so we might have peace .. "The chastisement of 
our peace was upon him". For, in His deatQ" "God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, n.ot 
imputing t·heir trespasses unto them", !but unto Him.! 
And so He is out peace-offering, Who 'hath reconciled 
us, both Jews and Gentiles of every na1io'n, unto God 
in one 'b,ody. The covenant confirmed )by this SaIC

rifice is a "covenant of ipeace". lAnd this pe'ace is the 
legacy that He has left us in the New Testament, as 

. it is made of fOKe by His death; even that peace, 
,whid~ He inherits, at the Father's right 'hand, in the 
name of His people, as the reward 0If His obedience 
unto death. When He was a.bout to leave His dis
ciples, and go to the Father to enjoy this peace as 
the fruit of His sorrow and death, He 'comforted them 
with tliis legacy: "Pe'aoce I leave with you", says h,e, 
'~my peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you". This .pe~ce is pr:eached to us in 
the gospel. Hence it is written that peace .is made 
"through the blood of His Cross~'. . 

'1;'hus ~he. aposties preached Christ cmdfied-and 
thus they stilI .continue to preach in their writings. 
This is their 'account of the sacriifilCe of .our High 
Priest, when He gave His body to 'be !broken Ifor us, 

. and His' blood to be shed for the· re~is!iion of our 
sins. 
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Secondly. But .this doctrine .of a crucified Saviour, 
we are told in my text, was "a stumbling iblock" to 
the Jews, and "foolishness" to the Greeks. 

I~ appears very a:mazing, that when God, ,out .of His 
abundant mercy, sent His Son toO suffer in the room 
of the guilty, and ,commissioned the twelve aJpostles 
to preach salvation in His name, there should be any 
of the human race so obdurate as to reject such in
effable Love and Grace. But when we consider the 
pride and enmity of man's heart-when we reflect on 
the prejudices of human creatures against the ways 
.of God, our amazement ceases; and we are constrained 

that He was to suffer at Jerusalem, they were, many 
of them, so offended in Him, 'as to forsake Him, and 
walk no more with 'him. All their ambitious views 
and expectations of an ea:rthly Kingdom were dashed 
to pieces in a moment. Note, there are a great many 
pe,ople in the world, .who would follow Jesus Christ 
for the "loaves and fishes", and ·for the sake of some 
worldly advantage: but when they ar,e caned to pati
ent spffering'upon Hisaccount,-"when trilbulation or 

. persecution ariseth 'because of the word, tby and ·by 
he is offended". 

, , to say with our, Lord, "Even so, Father : fQr so it 
seemed good in thy sight". . 

The reason the gospel was a stumbling~block to 
the Jews, was their wrong notions of the Messiah. 
They flattered themselves that He wa's to ibe a great 
temporal prince, who should raise their declining state 
to the highest pitch of grandeur; and lead them, like
Moses, by the glory of cQnquests and triumphs, to 
universal empire. • 

The mean and despicable ruppearance which Jesus 
made, 'was not at all consistent with these expecta
tions; and this they thought a sufficient refutation of 
His' pretensions' to the M~ssiahship; they could nQt 
bear to think that the carpenter's Son should be the 
great Shilo'li, who was so often foretold, and whQse 
coming-was described in such majestic and lofty terms 
by Moses and the, prophets. Here the Jews 'mistook' 
their own scriptures. What they took in a carnal and 
literal sense, they ought to have interpreted in a figurative 
and spiritual one. 

We frequently find! in the evangelists, th~t the 
Pharisees demanded from our L'ord some further sign 
of His being the Messiah, than any He had hitherto 
exhilbited. And as He claimed to be the Messiah and' 
the great King foretold in their scriptures, they often 
asked Him "when th~ Kingdom of -God should 

, come"? In answer to which He told them that they 
had a very,'mistaken idea 'aJbout the IMessiah's King
dom. "Ye imagine that, like an earthly kingdom, it wi};} 
make a' pompotts appearance in external ri'ches and 
grandeur, and will by its extensive spreoo;- attrruct the 
admiration of the world: Ibut you are quite decei¥ed", 
for "The KingdQmdf God 'cometh not with Q'bser-. 
vation". lIt is not a kingd'om of this world. People 
shall not say, "Lo, here" "or there"! It shall not 
resemble the Jewish policy; but, like its King, shall 
be despised, and not estalblished till the resurrection 
of the just. 
, Here it was where the Jews were mistaken. They' 
were all along expecting-a temporal Mess'tah; so they 
stumbled at the Stone of' stumbling and Rock of of
fence. Bwt whatever f3;lse conceptions the Jews' had 
of their Messia:h, or however they were chagrined at 
the low, mean and ignominious ap'pearan~e of Jesus; 

, yet He is become the Chief Corner-stone. ''The stone 
which the 'builders refused is 'become the head stQne 
of the cQrner".· 

Our Lord's disciples themselves could 'not recon
cile his behaviour and ap'pearance to' the notions they 
had entertained of His exalted -character, and their 
hopes of His reigni'ng with power and glory, as a tem
poral prince. Though, they thought Him to' be a 
great prophet and an holy man; yet when they heard 

If Jesus had appeared in the outward pomp and 
splendor of an earthly monarch, ,like Caesar or Alex
ander the Great, the Jews would no~ so qften have re
guired a sign from Him, hut would have been glad to put 
the reins of government into His hands, and salute 
Him as their king. What 'exposed Him and His re-
ligion to all the hatred and rancor of His country
men, was His OIbscure parentage, His low extraction, 
and meana.ppearance in the WQrld. His religion ano( 
aptpearance were as opposite to the notions and preju
dices they had conceived of the Messiah, as light is 
to darkness. And th~s He Ibecame a stum:bling..;block 
to the bulk of the Jewish nation. However, the "elec
tion hath dbt~ined it", though "the rest were blinded". 
The Jews had likewise another invincible prejudice 
against the doctrine of Jesus. It is oIbvious to any 
one, who attentiv~ly reads the scriptures, that the 
Jews were a very self-righteous people, and ready 
upon all occasions to treat their neighbours with coq
tempt, as not worthy to ,be ranked with them. 'They 
valued themse,lves upon their acts of ()Ibedience to the 
outward letter of the moral law. They were exceed
ing zealous for all their ceremonial dbservances, and 
prided themselves in their excellency above other 
men: and'so through pride and self-righteQusness they 
despised the gospel of Christ. They grounded their 
acceptances with God upon some slight and, partial 
obedien:ce to the law, and could not away with that 
divine, righteousness revealed in the gospel for' the 
justification of everyone that 'believeth. 

Thus the gospel, which s'ets: /forth the way of sal
vation to poor ungodly sinners iby the death of a cruci
fied Redeemer, ·became a stumbling-block to the proud 
self-righteous Jews. And so it proves offensive. to the 
buIk of mankind in all age~ven at this day, a's well 
as in ;the time of Christ. For the gospel is intended 
to bring all man~ind in guilty, and to coqvince them 

, of their great need of a S.aviour. ,It excluded all ,boast
. ing. It is a 'battery erected against human pride; 
and thus it becomes "the savor of life unto life". 
It often proves an ,exquisite and inviting feast to "the 
puhlicansand the harlots", while it is very offensive 
and (like a nauseouscarcase) noisome to Pharisees, 
and to such as a,re elated (lifted up) with a vain con-

, ceit of their own excellency and merit. 
Further: the doctrine of the Cross of ,Christ was not 

only a stumlbling..,block to the proud, carnal and 
worldly-minded Jews; but it was' foolishness to the 
Greeks. "The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks 
seek after wisdom: but we preach Christ crucified, 
unto the Jews a stumbling-lblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness; but unto 'them which are called, 'both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ, the power of God, and the 
wisdom oIf IGod". 
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The Greeks were the fathers of science. They were 
at that day the ·~ost learned and '.s'Ci-entifi,c tpeople in 
the world'. Greece )'V:as esteemed the fountainhead of 
philosophy and polite literature, from whence all the 
stream .01{ learning proceeded which watered the other 
parts of the world. It was resorted 'to for educ'ation 
from all parts of the globe. In what light soever 
Greece is . considered ; whether for the glory of her 
arms; the wisd-om of her laws; or the study and im
provement of arts and scienc·es; all these sQe carried 
to the utmost degree of perfection: ·so that in all these 
respects,\she was deemed the school of mankind. From 
a survey of ancient Greece, we s'ee ·wh'a:t ·.human r·ea
son and human wisdom, unassisted Ihy rev·elation, can 
effect. Human reason can 'institute fine whQlesome: 

naught: yet "the f~undation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are 
his". And the Apostle tells us in the latter part of 
the text, that to "them which ar,e called, bQth Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and. the wis
dom of God"; which I might now 'proc-eed to enlarge' 
upon: but, leaving what I have. already advanced to 
yqur serious consideration, and God's gracious Ibene
dictiQn, I shall, 'God willing, make this head the sub
ject of a future discourse. 

THE NEED AND HOPE OF THE CHURCH. 
(Continued from page 4.) 

laws, it can make eminent statesmen, deep politicians, to have a 'hand in raising up a godly seed, a ,r3Jce of 
acute philosophers, skilful commartde:rs, noble orators, heroes who shall 'he str:onger than lions in their ;faith, 
and fine poets. But it is o.f no -service in helping us and sw~fter than eagles in their ze.al. In saying this 
to understand the doctrine of a crudfied Saviour-of we are not pleading for feverish excitement, nor un
no .advantage in the.matter 'Of investigating the un- seemly haste; but for a 'calm, triumphant confidence, 
sean:ha'hle riches of Chr!st. \ an<;l determination that will not be turned aside by 

The gospel is a plain, si'ri1jple institution, calculated anything or anyone till the Lord's great copt mis
for the instruction oIf men of weak aJbilities; and not sion is obeyed to the full. Mr. Stpurgeon once said, 
for exercising the ingenuity cif the wise and learned "You are' of no us~ in the ministry, my dear IbrO'ther, 
men .of this world. uN ot many wise men after the if you are not quite willing. to be caHed a fool, to 'be 
flesh, not many mighty, not many ndhle, are called; called a thief, or even to' be called a devil. You will 
but God. hath. chosen. the weak things of the world never Ibe s~ccessrful if you are afraid oIf being pelted. 
to' CQnfound the wise". Persons of the meanest ac- The !rue minister often fi~ds his pulpit to Ihe a place 
complishm~nts, "to confound the wise", "that no flesh but httle Rreferable to a plllory, and he is content to 
should glory in his presence". No ma'n can s'ee these sta~d there feeling th.at all the abuse and blasphemy 
things except he be bern again l and the unlearned which may CQme to hl'm' are 'Only the means iby which 
stand as fair' for this, as the disputers of this WQrld. the world recognizes, and proves its recognition of 
. Ther:e is nothing in .the doctrine of C'hrist crucified a' ~od:sent ma.ri. Oh! to rest upon the covenant 

to .exdte the curiosity 'Or employ the idle reasonings ' whliCh JS .made I~ grace, and to. hQld fast .to the cove
of ·the learned and, philosophical world.' So that when ~ ~~~ ~~Icr~ht~s~ 'has comp~lled us to make with 
the gospel was preached amongst these:conceited sons '. 0 v . a even should He take ~H ·away,
of science, the Greeks, it appeared to them a ridicu- ?ur JOY, or comfort, and our. e~~'e, we Wtll stand !O 
I d . Th h h' 'b" f I It, and keep the covenant still. May the Lord m 
ous octnne. ey t oug t It to , e a piece 'Of·· 01 y answer to th . of U' 1 d H' h h 

and stupid !l0nsel!-se. ~hey cou.ld n~:t comprehend s eedil a mt h;le~r:m 1S peol? e s.en tQ IS C urc 
ROW a glonous hfe of Immortahty should ever he p. y g y y of such vahant men, and may 
brought to sinners oif mankind through: faith in Jesus a. fine c~owd of these cdme from the Toronto Bap-

h "d' d f . .f' h . I tlst Seminary!' w 0 Ie' or our' SinS accorUJlng tQ t e scnptures; -T: 1. STpCKLEY. and that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according .to, the scrnptures". The Apostle 
tells us, that the Greeks sought after wisdom. '- They 
required the religion of Christ tQ be .explained an<;l 
deiilonstrated to them 'by mood and .figure as it were; 
they wanted the Apostle to account for the way of 
salvation Iby the death 'Of Jesus, upon the principles 
of human learning and natural reason. But how God 
should bring to life an innl1meraible company of. sin
ners, through the righteousness of His Son, is quite 
unIathomaible by their line of human reason. "Flesh 
and iblood cannot inqerit the kingdom of God". 

Thus both the Jews 'and Greeks mistook themselves 
and stumlbled at the only means of their' f!ternal sal
vation. The tm'mer were wedded to their carnal and 
corrupt prejudices; the latter were !=onceited and proud 
of their great attainments in science; and both join.ed 
in despising the doctrine of a crucified Jesus. 

Burt: notwithstanding the inveterate prejudices of the' 
one and the curious reasonings of theot.her against 
the gospel; notwithstanding those, who 'found' their 
notions of. happiness wpon worldly w.isdQm and. 
wQrldly policy, will. always combine to set. 'it' at 

) 

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET. 
.Sunday was another d~ of grace in Jarvis Street. The 

total attend!ance at the morning School was 1,401, made up 
as foH'OWs: Officers, 4; Adult Department, 800; Young Peo
ple's Department, 80~; IDJterm~ate Department, 187; Junior 
Department, 298; PrImary Department, 189; Beginners' De
P!1r t:menlt, 91; Cradle RoH, 27. We 'should: jwfge that at least 
el.gntr per c~t. of the Sc~oolt 'Pelrhap$' n~nety, remained to 
morn'lng servJ.(:e. The auditOrIum was tilted in every part. 
The m·orning· sermon is pulbliSlhedJ in: this issue. Fifteen re
spon~ed to the invitation at the close of the sermon. III! . the 
even'lng there waS' another full house, and a good number 
came forward when the invitation was' given. 'Phere' is really 
a "s~und: ofa going" in all the departments of the ·work in 
Jal"VlS 'Street, and we are looking :fur a great revival. 

TO ALL OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 
On the 26th' of August we addressed a letter to· all our 

subscribers, informing them of the extra eost involved in 
publishing The Gospel Witness during the last· six months. 
Hundreds ·have generously responded, and we are sure 
hundreds' more intend to do so. We dou,bt whether any' 
:paper was ever more generously supported by its readers 
than is The Gospel Witness. This note is merely to suggest 
to our readers that what they intend to do some time, they 
should do at once iIfI possi'ble. 

, 

. " 
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Quebec, 337 Jarvis S,t., Toronto, Canada. ' 

W. GORDON BROWN, Editor. 

. 'Communic~tions for this department Mr. Hill .. P~stor an~ people from the 
should be addressed direct to W. Gor- iFunda.m:n~alist Baptist TaJbernac!e, of 
don Brown Box 502 Orangeville On" Fort WIlliam .attended sev~ral nIghts, 

. J , J'" and helped WIth the meetings gener-
• '. • ~l~y. The Lord blessred IWith reviving 

ARE YOU READY .. 
We ho,pe 'that a full representation 

of all the churches of our Union will be 
present at our Convention, to be !held 
in Shenstone MemGrial Baptist Church, 
Brantford, Ontario, where Rev. 'F. A. 
McNulty ,is paSltor, Novemlber 19 to 21 
inclusive. Are you ready to come? 

... '. ... 
SAWYERVILLE. 

grace. On the ThuMday of the first 
jWeek of meetings, six profe8S'ed conver
aion, and two backsliders, restoration. 
n all there were thirteen decisions for 

Christ and several reconsecrations. 
4.mong the 'Converts! was a RusSlian, who 
gave his testimony th'l'ough an inter
iPreter. Another was a Pole. Among 
the . eight :who JWlere baptized the last 
~unday of the campaign at the West
fort Church, 'Were a converted Catholic 
and a Lutheran. ' 

The Sjpecial services at SawyervH1e on On Sunday. the 20th, Pastor Leander 
October 13 and 14th were a combina- R hI· 'I.. d· h W--'-" C h 
.tion of the l07th annivers'a"'" of the' 0. m preacne m t e ........ ort· hure , 

'.. ~nd Pastor Campbel1, in the Fundamen-
church and a harvest-home festival. ,In talist BaptiSit TaJbernacle, inasmuch as 
.the auditorium, decoraj;ed with flowers, that date was the second anniversary 
fruit and grain, the pastor read a sketch f h ti f th l:atte h h 
of the ch.urch's history since its organ- fJ t e COllillec on 0 e' r c urc :with our Union. 
ization, ,wdth thirteen chal"ter members • . ' • ,on December 16th, 1812. 'Dhen the 
people ro~ and saJlig.-and Fundamen- ESSEX. 
talillts mean it when they sing,- Sunday, Oetober 131th, was the anni-

"Faith of ,our falthers, holy faith, ' versary occasion 'at the Essex Church, 
We will,ibe true to Thee till death." pf wlhich Rev. F. W. Dyson iii pastor. 

rI'he church choir excelled themselves Rev. Alexander Thoms'on,' of MGunt 
that day. Rev. W. E. Atkinson, our 'be- Pleasant Road, Toronto, was the spe
loved Secretary, preached two powerful cial preacher fGr a good day. Further 
sermons, 'While the pastor :baptized three special meetings were held Tuesday, 
young men at the close of the ,morning' We/lnesday and Thursday, with Rev. 
service. Warner Cole, ,of Pontiac, Michigan; .Rev. 

'Monday afternoon,Rev. C. H. Leg- Wi1:liam fiaser, of Windsor, and Rev. 
gett, of Verdun, conducted a Bible Donald Fraser, -of ·St. Thomas', as ·speak
study. Tea was served iby the ladies ers. During these well-attended meet
of the congregation. That evening, ings two profeSSled conversion, and the 
friends were present from Coaticook and mem-bers of the churC'h were much 
Rev. W. H. Wallace, the I pastor there, blessed. . 
brought greetings, and gave a short ... • • 
address. Following, Rev. Mr. Leggett 
delivered a sermon of real inspiration. 
The thankoffering taken on these occa
sions amounted to $190.00. 

• • • 
ORANGEVILLE. 

MEDINA. 
On October 13th, two boys responded 

to the Gospel invitation given by Pa'S
tor Melchie lIenry in the Medina (In
dlian) Baptist Church, and came forward 
to accept Christ. The following Sun
lay, another boy publicly confessed 
Christ abo. 

• • ... 
KENORA. 

, , 

BARRIE. 
Profess'or Oampbell preached morn- I 

~ng and evening at Barrie on Sunday, 
OctGber 20th, and d·t -was a -great day 
fGr the Regulars 'there. · ... . 

WORTLEY ROAD, LONDON~ 
October 20th was the forty-ifirst an

liversary of Wortley Road, London, 
;when Rev. T. J. MitC'hell, the pastor, 
preached morning and evening. There 
jWere twenty at the sunrise prayer meet
lIIg that ~ornIng. A quintette of Gos
pel singers from Hamilton contributed 
special ·musical nUlillibers. During the 
evening Slervice, a mother of four chil
~ren received CmBlt, . and two young 
people followed their Lord in ibaptism. ... . ... 

FENELON: FALLS. 
In an endeavour to rift the mortgage 

pn their parsonage, the Fenelon Fall 
3api;ist Ohurch 'on ',Sunday, October 
20th, took an offering of $500 • 

... . . 
ANNETTE. 

Morning worshippers at Annette 
~reet, Toronto, on .sunday, October 
20th, heard Students G. W. Searle, C. 
;McGrath and H. C. Slade give accounts 
If their splendid work this summer. 

• • • 
JAMAICA. 

'Contributions for Baptist work in Ja
naica may be sent to the offiee of our 
Union, 3317 Ja'rvis Street, Toronto 2, 
)nt. If contributors- will Slend 'their 
gi:f!ts thus, rather than Ito :pro T. I. 
Stockle.y, as before., '1111 concerned will 
,e Gbliged. 

• • • 
200,000 DEAD OHURCHES! 

The Lord blesS'ed a sermon c>n "Elec
.tion". to the salvation of one soul _ 18Slt 
,sunday night in the Orangeville Baptist 
,Chure'll. Another young lady, fr<;)ni the 
village of Palgl"ave, came forward f'or 
baptism. 

"Sixty thousand of ,jjhe 200,000 Prot
~tant church are "dead"; 'Within a year 
they gained no neIW membership; per
,ha.ps 40,000 more Igained one or two 
jIlew mem'bers, whrle !between 7,000 and 
8,000 -churches sltarld 'vacant land de
serted, accord!fng to 'Fred~rick L.Col
lins, Writing in The Woman's HO'f1I.t, 
Companion." 

Th'l"ee of tihose whG :were converted • • ... 
the night 'the writer was in Kenora, were FOUR CONFERENCES ON THANKS-... ... • 

MIMICO.' 
Rev. J. M. Newby has iIlBiken charge 

of the RegulBll" BaptiSit work at Mimico. 
• • • 

SLATE RIVER. 
Rev. R.· J. Campbell, the -pastor of 

the Baptist 'Church, in Westfort, a sub
urb of Fort William, is also pa'8tor of 
the church at Slate River, some ten 
miles distance. Recently, a series of 
special meetings were .eld in the latter 
church. I The 'pastor did most -of the 
preaching, but was assisteE1 three ,nights 
by a Swedist Baptist EvaBgelist named 

.baptized recen~y.. • GIVING DAY. 

NORTH BAY. The Regular Baptist Young People of 
the provinces of Ontario and Quebec will 

The :saints 'in t~ Regular Baptis-t gather in four different centres on Mon
Church in North iE'ay have been pray- day, Novemlber 11th. 
ing :lior a '1break" in their Sunday eve- Alton. 
ning services, and now God has an- • 
swered. October lath, one man came The. Al~n Conference IS for Toro~to 
clearly to Ohri9t. His 'Was one of those and dlstric~ . Speakers: ~ev. B. Lakin, 
caBles where the joy of the Lord imme-' of West Yu'gmla; Mr. T. Summers, of 
diately ,floods the' soul. Pas~or J. For- Hespeler, Onto 
rester that same week, led, a man of Bosten. 
92 to' the Ancient of' days. Later, a The YGung people of Hamilton-Bnmt-
young woman 'Was also reported ;saved. ford t.iistrict will gath~r at BoStOD. 

\ 
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Speakers: Rev. Sydney Lawrance, M.A.; d~fficulty iSi to find the Englili!h equiva~ 
. Rev. A. J. Loveday. . lents for many of the tones and wordJs. 

St. TJ:tomas. ' i Br,other Lewis and myself can hear 
The St. Thomas :Conference win be much of what the people are talking 

attended tby the London'-St. 'l'homa~- 'albout, 'but' to talk back to them is a 
Linds·ay d~strict young people. 'Speakers: totally dIfferent matter.. We sohal! 
Mr. S. -L. White; Rev. F. Mesley. . value your prayers ~n ,this re.s'Pect, as 

. Montreal. . we must learn the language bef'ore we 
'Cond'erence for Quebec and ,Eastern ourselves really can come into perSIOnal 

(419) 15 

. "We shal'l :be ,g~ad of the· prayersl of 
the peop1e in al1 our churehes'. We can
not 'hope for progress or victory without 
this. We rely upon our people far this 
h,elp." , 

• • * 
Michigan Notes. 

Ontarib. Speaker: 'Dr. T. T. Shields.: contact wi,th the people. . 
-' -- ',' S I By C. R. Peterson. 

ICo~erences will begin at 2 p.m., with Physicians and ou s. KENT CITY. 
afternoon and evening sessions. Supper "N ow that lllIY wife has come, we hope • . 
served by the entertaining churches. . to ·be alble to 'devel'op an extensoive medli- PaSitor E. A. Ford lbegan his minis-

For information respecting any 6f cal wOl"k. She haSi had c{)nsidera·ble ~- ,try with this chureh May lst of this 
these conferences, write the -General perience in this work, not oOnily at'home, year. He as 'Very ·enthusiasti,a concern
Secretary, Mr: S. L. White, 87 Murray but airo in. Northern RhodesIa., This ~ng .the work and future of this ,field. 
St., Brantford, Onto work is always a means to an eoo, for He reports splendid con.gre.gations, with 

* * * in seeking to relieve the .sufferings of 1Il0 falJdng off during the S'llmmer 

CHURCH AND CHIEF IN LIBERIA: the 'body, we can always tell of ·the months. P!-ayer meetings have trebled, 
'. Great Physician of the soul.' alIId. thus ~nd it has become' necessary to' move 

We are .sure that all our people ar~ win some of our patients for the Lord: jfrom the usual prayer meeti.ng :room 
anxious really to understand the pro-!- A suffering people are often ,more' to the aud'iitarium of the chUl"C'h in order 
'blems and opportunities which eomront easUy reached than a people who are to have sufficiep,t room. Three street 
our mimonaries in Lilberia. Therefore not sU'bject to sickness ami oOPpres·sion. ,neetings are held each 'week, which have 
thC'y' will welcome the f{)l1owing from'S: 'We, are als·o hoping to develoOP a work netted some conversions' and· many re
letter written iby Rev. H. L. Davey, on amongst IIhe l'epers of this tribe Iluests for prayer. Brother Ford is also 
Septemiber 9th last: Throu'gh the kindnes's of iBrother and jjla·Sltor of the North Casnovia Ohurch, 

All So Strange! Sister U.rquhart we have Ibeen .. ble to !Where he holds an afternoon service and 
'~This, field presents great possilbiJiities. make planS' ro 'build a dijspCllllS'ary for .sund·ay schod!. Kent 'City 'Chureh has 

The Bassa tnoe 'is a 'very lar.ge one but. this. work; then the 'Mission to Lepers" l!recently sent ,oI:1e' of its finest young 
very scattered. ·In OUT diSltrict there~ have ,been most kind to us; they have :m·en! Lester Anderso.n, to Moody Bible 
are many small villages. and thelie have~. given my wife the very latest remendy J~stltute, wher·e he wIII prepare for, mds
been visited by us regularly and the. for·.this dis·ease, alOll!g wit~ the necesSiapy I S'lonary work. R~y L: Bro~. Bib!e 
Gospel ~aS' been 'Preached to the people. SYl'lnges, and! have promlsed to asslst i teacher from DetrOlt, wIll .be With thls 

. It is all so s·trange 'to t)lese people • .but us in every way 'PosS'i:'ble. iLat~ on I ,ehul"Ch October 30 to Nov. 10. 
the seed has been faithfully SOWD and will give you more definite news oOf ·this I '" 
now we are lookin:g for defindte rilIsulits. work. We believe that it is of th'e Lord.: General Notes. 

ADd Ch eh and ,we, possibly through ,this means. The Wealthy Streelt ,Church. Grand 
ea ur. can establis'h confidence in ,the hearts of Rapids, has recently opened a new mis-

"We are faced with peculiar d'iifi- these people, and thus' build U'P a· wOl"k • sion at the corner ·of Leon·ard and FulIel.· 
culties here; throll'gh{)ut the district. we :which wil'! n.ot o~y .bl"ing ~l'i~ to .the I Streets. S.E. B.ible sc~~ol is held at 3 
have, what is' known as, the 'Bass·a .body, 'but wIll brmg salvatloOn to poor lI.m .. and 'P;reacmng servIce at 7:30. Bro. 
Church,' a Chilreh with all kinds of ·lost souls'. My wife and I have -d'one John DeVries. a layman .of the chu:rch. 
forms and ceremonies, but with no :this work before, and we are glad to be '~ 'Superintendent, and does the preach-' 
spirituill: life. It particularly appeals ;a;ble to do it again. Anythin.g we can I illlg. , " ' 
to the raw llfative mind, as it demands 'do .to ;win these people is worth while; Ten wer~ Jrecently buried with Christ 
no change of life or heart; ~ts adherents ~heJ.r souls are of eternal value.· , iin ,bapt'is·m in the ~j\7er near Strickland 
simply fo}lowc the ritue.l, and think that Bringing the Children. ,Church by PastoI;' G. ·D. Kaufman. Oth-
f;hey aTe absolutely safe and! .sure of sal-· ers will be im;mersed in the baptistry of 
vation. Its< ministl!'l's. .so-called, are . 'lOne custoon which the people of this the ehul"Ch at .St. Louis next Sunday. 
untrained, une4ucated, and unsaved· tribe have, wil'! proliably give u~ much a'his is a part of 1ihe fruit of the re-
in many cases; polygamy is tolerated. influence wiJth the children:. The cent revival. . 
SlUperstitious pT'actices common to all parents are aU anxious that their cMl- There w.ere four iprofessio"'s of fa.;"'h 
Africans are n·ot coooenm.ed, and,dren: Should learn to Slpeak EngHsih, .... .....~ 
fanaticism is looked, upon as !being part and for this reason they 'bring their .at the North Chester ChUX'Ch recently, 
of the 'WOrk of .the Holy ,Spirit. Deal- children to us, begging uS! to tll'ke them and one backslider lWas r~tored. Bro. 
ing with natives of. this kindi makes our into our home and keep them. This., of L. Gross is pastor. 
work most d~fficult, as they, 'being thus course. is ,imposslrble at present, as we ' The Holland Church ·held a s,urprise 
,cleluded.by the enemy oOf souls, goO down have no room, and it WoOuld take' con. party on Pastor Zu~erhoek {)n Friday 
in u,tter 'darkness to a lost eternlty. s1dera.ble f'ood to feed them, not to evening.. October 18, the occasion being 
They surely need the DI/eSlsage of re- mention neceSlSary dothes. On the his birthday. A ~ar.g:e Ihirthday caike, 
deeming gr~e and regenrating power. other hand, these child'l.'en w.ouId be en- emJbellished with candles, and a purse 

, ' t' ..,/11. ..._, _... 1 _ . .:r f pf m{)ney. helped to convince the pastor 
,Ra~ and Study. Ir .. ..., un ..... r our co,.~ro, a'..... 0 course, ... f the esteem ;whlich the church. has for 

under. the Influence 'Of ·the ~spel. The" 
"At the presenit we are unalble to do Slon.of the P'araDloum Chi~ was given him. ' 

any extensive itinerary 'work, as :the to'. me for tb,is purpose some months The Berean Church, of Grand Rapids. 
l'Iainy season is here. It, has rained ago. He is only 1ihree years of age and is nearing oompletion, and Pastor Brown 
every day for ·the past month, and the is 'quite a little pet at 'Present. Having ~ects to have '·tile dedicatory service 
little native paths are a11 turn:ed' into this particular child 'gives' us great in- $unday~ December 8. A ;pipe organ i.s 
streams, the rivers are all flooding their fldenee with the Chief, as he bas great· Pe~ng, installed W'hiie the ibuilding is 
banks, so that it is im'P{)Ssible to do any power, and. incidentally, oOpens up all the gOIng up.· 
walking. We are cOJl!Ce:ntra.ting ODI the vill,aigest in 'his d~SItl"ict far thie Gaspel. The' writer recently vlislted the prayer 
study of the language; this in itself is many oOf which would prolbaJlj}y be oOp- meeting 0:11 Calvary Church, Grand 
sufficient to keep us ~usy for a few poSed to listening to the message 001' ;Rapidis, and was greatly edified by the 
yeats. This language is different from eveq aUo,wing 'us' to come mto theirvil- BPiIitual nature {)f the service. Pastor, 
any other native laDlgUage I have ever lages. As this. little boy 4s ifihe heir, we Headley and ~his people are happy over' 
heaM. There are no iboolks, grammars are, hoping· that the ~ly tra.ining reo- ~any thiDgB. including their new build
'Or notes, from which we can obtain any 'cei:v-cd! may be one of the means of ingo, but .it seemed to me that most of 
help or ini{)rmation; we have to rely affecting his early con'Versi{)n; andl to all ,they are !happy in the Lord. A fiDe 
'solely en the .atives themsel.ves·:fur have a 'Christian chief WoOuld be of lin- spirit of harmony and u-ity prevails 
aillything we 'Wish to lurn. Oui- chief told value W, ithi.s work. Ia 'tbe "huroh.' ' 
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Baptl·st BI·ble Uni.on Lesson Leaf I soors' l"ather. than by its best. The spirit 
of the false tea:chers 'is re:fell."1"ed to in 
the next vers'e, "tJhrou.g·h c·ov,etousness", 

V_ol_._4 __ :..-_-=-_--'''-___ N_o_. _4 etc., ~(v. 3). It woulll, be weH if .those 

REV. ALEX THOMSON, Editor. . who know the truth were as diligent in 
making CODIVer:tS' as SiO'IlJ,e ·of those false 

Lesson 46 
teachers'. Emphasis! may ibe p}aced upon 

November 17th, 1929 the ·neces'sit'Y' 'for know.ing the word! of 
Fourth Quarter. God, of being posses'serd of ·the SJlirit of 

diSICernment, of ikeeping C'lose to the 

FALSE TEACHERS. .Saviour, and 'Of pro'clatming d!iligently 
,the gos:pe'l of Christ. 

Lesson Text: 2 Pelter, chap~r 2. II. THE PUNISHMENT 0F FALSE 
Golden Text: "The Lord knoweth how to TEACHERS, (vs .. 4-1l.) 

deliver the godly out oftempta- 1. In theJ ,previolls verses judgment 
tions, and to reserve the unjust unto ·.has been predicted for the false teach
the day of judgment to be punished."' ers. In this section, SIIlCh a consequence 
2 Peter 2·9 . receiveS' further e'mphasis', and! its cer-

,. .• tainty is aSISIUredi by the citing of some 
I. THE PREDICTION CONCERNING of God's judlgmeintSi in the past. There 

FALSE TEACHERS. is fi1"St the referenJceJ ,to. the failen' angel!! 
who, after their sin, were IlIOt spared! !by 

1. In predicttng the comIng of false God, but were cast into Ihell, and' are 
teachers, Peter remindis the ibelievers of reserved unito judigment, (tV. 4), ,givillig 
the ,prese'nlce of false prophets among' the thus an example ·of God's' justice arul 
L d' ~. . all ages and! we ne·ed. pOlWer. Then foHOIWs the reference to 

or. s peOip? In, the d'e'luge of Noah's' day.; whelll only 
IlJOt ibe \sUl'iprlsed ·to find! them among us eight persons' were s'aved out 'of a whole 
in these days. The strHmng thing is' world ;PO'pu,lataon, (v. 5). NolWl. aSI a 
they are not 'recogniz~ ,by:'1SIO maDlY, preacher of. righteousness' wool!!! un-

'ilbl -d to the way in wh~eh they dOUibtedl~ gIve forth ~odI's truth, but 
poss y ue. error cla1med! the attenllaon 'of the ,peopie 
wOl'k, and also becaus'~ of ~~e lack -of. and judlgmenit feU upon them. Another 
SlPiritual distcernment. 2. Several things. illustration is citeidi in the case of Sod:om 
are stated concerning s'U~h teachers. and ,GomoOl'r:ah, (vs. 6-8), wh~h cities 
F' . st th are Itlo do their work at fir.st gave' thems'ell'ves. over to ungodhness and 

I~ .' ey . .. . wfferedl the evd COllS'equen'Ces' there'Of. 
prIVIly -or stealthtly. Th.i.s as the wayan T,he de'pth of .their iniiquity is realized 
which th~ir ,tea.clling is ,generallly intro- by its effelct upon just Lot. 2. The SlUm 

dlucedl; to lbegin .otherwise means too of the' ma~er is tha.t "the lJO'rdl knoweth 
'1lICh oppos,ition the people must. be h.ow to delIver the godlly ou:t of tempta

m , ., tIons, and.to lIeISier'V'e the ,unJust unJto iflhe 
madle 8J00UstO'llJ'edl ·to the teach lng, quIet-· day of judlglment to be pun.ished", (vs. 
ly, persiSiliently, a 'litt!le at a ti~e, juSlt 10.,])2). From the examples: given, s,uch 
like aibstoribing poison illllio the system. a Sttate'me'llit is' ~uite clear. ~~ may. ibe 
How contrary is this to the proclama- thought ~or a ,tI!De tha~ ·Go~ 'lSI paYIng 
. . '," noo attentIon to mn, but m His own good 

bon of the truth WhICh lSi dione In ~he tIme, judgment falls, and ,hIs people are 
open. 3. The eihal"aoter of the Itea.chmg delivered; therefore false teachers 
is the1l! referred to. It is termed! "damlJllo shoutdbe warned! and the Lord"s people 
able heresies" a' rather strong expres'- shoul~ take courage. N?te the' presump-
. . ' . tu·ous noature o:fi tlhe mn of ,the falStE! 

smon, ~u.t JIIO'I; too. Sttrong for. the Satalllle teachers, and! the necessity for careful. 
wOl"k .It acoom;phs'hes.. ,Senpture never ness 'on the part of all in SlPeaking of 
speaks lightly ·of false teaching, andi we dig.nities, (Judie 9). 
should! !be guided! iIll our attitude by its III THE CHARACTER OF FALSE 
pronouncement. It is further \Stated in • TEACHERS, (vs.12-19). 
reference to the teaching that it win in- \ 

1. The :teaching 'Of.the following verses 
elude derllial of .the Lord, This is gener- emphasizes the ungodly character of the 
ally wlhere false teaehiDig ends, for we false teacners' Peter 'has in mind, and, 
can'lllOt de.ny OUT Lord's truth wtthloUt, in a certain meaSlUre, Hke teBIChem of 'the 
eventually denying Him. 4. The COYJlSle- present daY' are includled. W e ~DIOte first! 
quenc~ of SlUch conduct is then .sta:ted, they are. -on tlhe .na~ plane, aDJd 
they "bring upon theIlUilellve& swift die- "speak eY'll of the thIngS that iflheyo undeT· 
struction~', imp1iying that when destruc- stand not", (v. 12). Were such teach
tion comes upon them, as it SlUrally wHl, if e1'S SiPiritilal, they would not. teach ill 
1ihey do nOot re;Pent, it wiH be BlW'ift. And SIIlCh a manner, (I Cor. 8:1, . Romans 
great and' terrible muStt it 'be for such 8:6) .. But h8IV~n'g left the revetlll~ truth 
an offence. A sad reSIUlt of such teaeh- there IS' DIO depth af error to wllneh ,they 
ing u'Pon -otheJ'lSt,.isI that "many shall fOol- may n'Ot go, bringing the' sad conlSJeo 
low their perniciouS' ways /by reasoDl ot quenc8 ·of judgmel'lt in itS' train. 2 
whom the very truth shall !be evil S!poke'll Their depravity illl God'S' sight. is empha. 
of" (v. 2). This emphasizes the ~ of SJized fUI"t'her ,by the statements madE 
the' blindinJ8S1S1 of ·man~ concerning tlhe concerning their actions, th1!'y "riot ill 
truth and of the evil effect o.lI! the'CO'II!- the day ',time", "spots theyo are and 
duct af the acc~tance -of fa'lse teachillg, blemishes", (v.13), ugly dlisfigure'm.ents 
for aU· too .often false liViing 8ICCom- upon the professed! Ohristi8.lll bodJy, 
p8:lllies false :teaching,' and the worid "sportiJlg' themselves with the'i·r own! de
judge. Chri.stbianity by its WGrst profel'- ceiYings". This is' very u,nfiattering, to 
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Slay the least, ·no matter how they may 
boas,t a!bout ,their scholars-hip. Their 
su.bjection to the flesh ds ne'Xt s·tated, 
tiliey "can'll!ot cease from s'in", '~beguHing 
uns'talble s'oul8"', having a "heart exer
cised with !Covetous practioces~', "cursed 
children", (v. 1;4), "which have forsaken· 
the right way, and are gone astray fol
lowing the way of Balaam", (vs. 15,16). 
Balaam waS' the hireling pl"O'phet, a fit
till;g type of the false teacher who, wdth 
no love for the Lord, carries on his, work 
merely for the sake of earthtly gain; 
als'o of the professed ·servanit 'Of God 
who, while re:fiu:s~ng ·to teach falsely, yet 
allies himsellf with the enemies of the 
trUlth lbecaus'e of tJhat which he gains 
p'ersonally :f.rom the service. Tobere are 
aU too many ·of the latter in the minds
try these days. The rea&OIl: ModerniSIID 
has such illlftue·nce is not due to ·the 
numbers who profess it, but to the 
Balaams who as'sist it. 3. The d'eee'it
fulness and unfruitfulness of the' work 
of -such teadhers is' shown in the: fur
ther characterization·s. . They are "wells 
without wate·r" dried! up. How true of 
both .teacher and! people when: error lis 
propagated in the piace ~f ·truth. They 
are "douds that are carried! with a 
tempest", (v. 17), . unstable, restiess, 
driven 'hither and 'thither, ever chang
ing their pOSJition. The "assured! re
sults of scholarship" when opp'os'ed ,to 
the Word of God, are 'Su·rely un 'Certain 
qua'll,tities, and to keep up with! them 
one m'USt continue to change his, pOSli:" 
tion. The ·Bihle alone can stand the 
tempestts unsihaken. Nothing !but dark
neSIS and Ibondage, pres:em and! future, 
are the lot of such false teachers', (va. 
18, 19). The truth alone gives light and 
freedom, (John 8: 32). Note, sinfulness 
of oondluct and false teachilllg generaHy 
go together, also that the acceptance of 
error ,brings darkness in~ the life and . 
bondiage i,nto .the spirit. . 

IV. THE CONSEQUENCE OF RE-· 
ENTANGLEMENT IN ERROR, (va. 

. 20-22). 

1. A stole'mn warning and explanation 
are conJtaillltl'd in these concluding verses 
cOnlCer.ninlg tlhose who, having escaped 
the pollution of tMs world! throogh 
knowledge ·of Jesus Christ, are again 
entangled therein. It is stated! of them 
that their '~latter end i'S worse with them 
1;han the begdllllling", (v. 20). We find 
this so in the presenll; day, in many 
cases; in: fact, it ~ as if tlhe d!emon, 
having 'l'e!ft for a short .time, he returns 
wdth S'e'Ve'Il: d'emOons again to take up his 
a.'bodle' in the life, (Matt. 12:45). The 
indJiwdlual is hardier to reach and in him
self he is in a worse cond~tion. 2. Of 
such PeTS'ons it is said, it "hadJ been bet
ter for them not to have kn-own tlhe waty 
of righteolLS'lleSs, than after they have 
knOWll! it to turn from the holy COllD
maooment d1eHve'redi tinto them", (v. 2'1.) •. 
In: turning ,thus, they are siJ1lIIing against 
the light and against the clear direction 
of conscie'llce. We need not be surprised' 
at -their doing it, !how~ver, for it is ibut 
a matter of the d'Og turning again 110 bis . 
OIWD Wmit and ·the SlOW to her wallowing 
in the mire, (v. ~). It was a case of 
p?bfession withlOUt real change or pos
sesSJion. Emphasize the necessity for rea) 
eonversion. . 


