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"FRUIT· AMONG ·YOU' ALSO" 
A wise investor does not invest all his money in one 

place. It is proverbi3!~ly dangerous ito carryall one's 
eggs in one basket. The Apostle Paul lived.'for the fu-

. ture,. for the great harves,t-time when the reapers shall 
be the angels. He . made investments Iby preaching the' 
gospel wherever a door was. ope,ned to him, so that when, 
the ·great harvest-time should lcome the angels Should 
reap to his credit .fruit from many countries. For this 
reason he endeavoured to go to Rome, but for 'some !time 
was hindered. And from his -letter we learn .that he 
had ncrt planned togo to Rome to see the sig.hts, but 
because he longed to impart to the Roman Christian:s 
some spirituall gift; and he had purposed to go to tlhem 
that he migh't "have some fruit among them a:lso, even 
as among other Gentiles". 

For two years this paper W3!S largely occupied in plead
ing the cause of an educational institution in .the United 
States. We did the hest vie could for it, althrcmgh we 
have had li-ttle ~ruit to show. We are glad to report 
that some of the ministerial students. who attended Des 
Moines University are to Ibe with us within 'a couple of 
weeks as students in the Toronto Baptist Seminary. Dur~ 

,ing the time we wrought for. Des Moines we had the 
Semina,ry also to care for, thougn we said very litHe 
a1bout it in this pa:per. Now through the pages of The 
Gospel TiVitness we venture to appeall to those who were 
our helpers 'for pes Moines in behalf of the Toronto 
Baptist Seminary. '. 

We shall have this year well over one hundred stu
dents.' Dean Stockley t:eports ,that 'he expects we shall 
have about eighty .full 'C;Qurse students -in t!he day classes, 
with, of cour.se, many in the evening dasses 3!S well. 
'I'nese students pay nothing for tuition, hut only 'a reg
istration fee of $8.00. The Seminary has no endow
ment. . The work of the Institution is conducted with 
the ubnost ~onomy, so that we are able to make ends 
meet on about $1,000.00 per mon.th for the ~hole year, 
or $1,500.00 a month for the eight months of the Sem- . 
inary work. . ~ , 

We feel, sure that many of our f.riends in .tihe United 
States wiH desire to "have some fr.uit" from among the 
students of tihe Toronto Baptist Seminary\:.in the great ' 
day when God opens 'His books, and rewards :fIis ser
vants. We ,shall greatly appreciate any cont,ributions 

our friends may send us. Small gifts will :be wellcome, . 
and, of course, large gifts' ,too.' , 

Thus far the work of the ~minary has been sup·' 
ported almost entirely ·by Jarvis Street Church~ Weare' 
'now branching out in many di'rections. We must put 
up new builpings for our gr~ing Sunday School, anc1 
before very long we shall have to provide increased aC
commodation for t'he Sem~nary. Indeed, the Seminary 
building will 'be too small for our work this 'faU, and w~ 
shall have ,to use some rooms in the main chur.ch build
ing. The $1,500.00 a rponth for the eight months is for 
running expenses only. ,.', " 

The Seminary has already sent one missionary to Ja
maica, and two others are "leaving thi·s month. Mr. 
Knight willI be ordained in Stouffville ,~his week and 
he and Miss Batt, both' gradua.tes of the Seminary, will 
be married a few days later, and sail toget!her for Ja
maica. We believe the Semina'ry, within four or fiv.e 

, yeats' will Ibe sending missionaries to the ends .of ,!:'he 
ea~. . 

We appeal to our friends to ,heLp us maintain this i~~ 
stitution. vVe shall Ibe glad to have any friends visiting . 
Toronto come and vi.sit our classes and 'test the alimds
phere of the school. Come at any tim'e, When you are 
not expected and no preparation has ,been made for your 
reception, and see' U'S Just as we are in our working 
clothes. . ' . . . , 

We may add a word in behalf of the students. ,: If 
we had plenty of money we would not pay the entire . 
expenses ·of any student. We are all the better for 
having to work for what. we get. But we should like 
to be able in some cases to add to a student's earni.ngs 
one or two ·dollars a week. We recentlY"learned thai 
last term one of our 'lady students lived on. nothing .. ' 
but oatmeal for a whole week. What a boon 'even a , 
couple df dollars a week would have been in this case! 
, One brother has written us to say he will send five 
dollars monthly from October first for student aid. 
Another brother called at the office-and he is not a' 
Baptist-to say he would give a dollar·. a week for 
the thirty-two weeks of the Seminary 'session for· the 
same purpo·se. Are there not man'y others who ,:will 
assist in ~he same way? ,Please send in your pledge 
or your gIft at once. ' 

", 
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. THE TORONTO BIBLE COLLEGE. 
We congratulate the Toronto Bible College on hav-

. ing accompl.ished the· task o~ ·erecting a new and 
commodious building. Vve have not !seen the bui,lding, 
but have been iti.fol1111ed that it is a fine structure, and 
provides eX'cellent accommodation for the work of· the 
College. \ . 

'fhe 'I'oronto Bible CoHege has been a very u1seful in
stitution. It has sent out scores, and we rather think, 
huncli-eds of missionaries to alI cornel'S of the ea1rth. .It 
has ,been our privilege to know a great many of them. 
We believe the Bible College rendered good service to 
many Baptist students, who, after completing the Bi<ble 
course. became students at McMaster. Professor I. G. 
Matthews, on more than one occasion, found he had his 
hands full with some of the students of tqe Toronto 
Bihle College. They had been 'weIl instructed in ·the 
Bi;ble itself, and therefore could not be carried awav by 
.Professor Matthews' speculations.' • . 

We 'Confess, 'however, to a ,feeling of 'grave anxiety for 
the future of this institution. At the Dedicatory Serv·ice 
Dr. John MacNeill offered .the dedicatory prayer. Dr. 
MacN eill ha:s devoted most of his energy for some years 
now to the defense of a man and an institution that rep
'resent the opposite of what the mble 'College professes 
to stand ,for. Why did not the BiJble College invite Pro
fessor Marshall to take part in their Dedicatory Ser
vice? It would have been just as a.ppropriate as to ask 
Dr. MacNeill. Professor Marshall is; beyond alIt perad
venture, an advanced Modernist, and a destructive critic, 
and an unmitigated blight on the religious life of this 
c6untry. Ye~· Dr. John MacNeill defends and sponsors 
him to the utmost,-as he does also Dr. Shailer Math
ews, Dr. Rushbrooke, and all the Bi1ble-destroying crit
ics t'hat call themselves Baptists throughout the world. 
No one has ev.er heard from .Dr. McNeill one word of 
protest against the infidelity of such men as Dr. Glover, 
Dr. Shailer Mathews, or Dr. Fosd~ck. , 

Then the special servi'ce marking the opening of the 
College, as we un~erstand, 'Was heM in Wawer Road 
·Church. Walmer Road Church stands 'Committed to 
Modernism up to the hilt. It has in its di~conate one 
of die worst enemies of Evangelkal Religion on the 
Arneric~m 'Continent; and the whole ,wei'ght of Waolmer 
Road's .influence has been thrown into the scales in sup
port of Modernism. 

We have observed by the press' that the Toronto Bible 
College has recenltly a:ppointed Rev. Dixon A. Burns, . 
formerly of St. Jdl111S Road Brupti'st Churoh, as a lec
turer. Mr .. Burns used to be solidly conservative, but he 
has been an out-and-out defender of Professor Marshall 
and of the Modernism of McMaster University. A year: 
or so ago, in connection with some, special services, ap
parently to show his hearty sympathy with McMaster 
University, he had representatives of .M'CMaster to con
duct nearly every' service. 

Nor' is thi's a:lo1. . The Tbroilto mble College is making 
the fatal mistake that· other' similar institutions have 
made in seleCting for its Board of Directors men whose 
chief qua'lifi'Cation is that ,they are prosperou.s business 
men .. Unless .the government of an educational insti~ 
tution, 'in this day, is in the hands of men of pronounced 
convictions of truth, men who have some' clearly defined 
spiritual purpuse in life, the' institUtion cannot Ibe safe. 

The Toronto Bibll( College is taking the road which has 
led other similar institutions ,to disa~ter. 

vVe are glad it still has ·on its Faculty a man of such 
prollottnlced convictions as Dr. F. S. vVeston~ 

We. are confident if Dr. Elmore Harris; the .founder 
of the College::, were still at its head, the affiliations of 
the Toronto Bible College would not Ibe what they are 
to-day. We can only hope that this institution will steer 
a straighter course than that which she seems now to be 
taking.' . 

It ought to be said that a professor of Wydiffe Col
.lege, at th\! dedication of the College, gave an excellent 
address on the vel'ba'l inspiration of the Scripture. We 
sincerely hope .that he more accura~e1y represented the 
:posiition of the College than 'did Dr. John MacNeill. 
But it was perfectly evident that some of t!hose present 
were not altoge1!her comfortable while tihe Wycliffe pro
fessor"was speaking. 

Vve do not suggest there is any false teaching in 
the Toronto Biible College. But we have the recent 
,educational history of the whole American continent 
to instruct and warn us. The great majority of the 
universities, colleges, and seminaries of this, con
tinent are now openly modernistic in their teaching. 
But they did' not become so by one sharp leap from 
Evangelicalism to Modernism., They began their down
ward course by affi'liating with neutrals, and by elect
jng worldly men who were without deep conviction 
to. their governing boards. They began in. many 
instances by doing what the" Toronto Bible College 
'has recently done. "Birds' o~ a feather flock t~gether" ; 
'''Evil communkations corrupt good manners". The 
only way for an individual or an instItution to deligh! 
in the law of the Lord, 'and meditate therein day and 
night, is to walk not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor 'stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of 
the scornful. 

ABRAHAM'S CITY AND THE FLOOD; 
By Rev. W. T. Andress, Dalton, Devon. 

(This article was written ·for "·The Life of Faith", London, 
and a copy was given Dr. T. I:· Stockley, by whose kindness 
we are able to give it to the reac!-ers of "The Gospel Witness". 
-Ed. G.W.) . 

May I be allowed to emphasize through your col
umns·, that wonderful talk on the wireless given on 
August 28th by Mr. Leonard Woolley, the famous 
archaeologist and expl<,lr·er, on "Ur of the Cha,ldees, 
its royal tombs, temple, and association with the 
Flood." Among other things, the discoveries now 
being made prove that Abraham ma:de no light sacri
fice when he obeyed the Divine call, "Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred and from thy 
fathet's house, unto a land' that I will shew thee." 
Fpr Ur, it is now indisputably proved, was a most 
niagni'ficent, 'if wicked, city with a civilization of the 
highest order. Its streets were comparabfe to Regent 

, Street and Bond Street" and Abraham's leaving all its 
refinement, wealth and luxury is akin to a man's leav
ing' London for the remotest ba:ckwoods of Canada or 
the South African veldt. The profusion of gold and 
jeweled ornaments found, equal if not surpass those' 
ill the tomb of Tutankamen in Egypt, and the work-

(Continued on page 11.) 



September 19, 1929 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (303) 3 

THE IGNORANCE OF UNBELIEF vs. THE EXP~RIENCE OF FAITH. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached In Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, September 15th, 1929. 

(Sten9graphica llyReported.) 

"'I1he !m/iLn answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thin.g, that ye know not from " 
whence he is, and! yet he hath opened mine eyes."-John 9:30 .. 

. Prayer before the Sermon. 

We desire, 0 ·Lord, to enter consciously into commerce 
with Thee; we would hear what God the Lord will say unto 
us. We tqank Thee that Thou art not afar off, but that 
Thou art a God Who is nigh unto all who call upon Thee. 
And this evening we "call upc,m Thee. If we know our own 
hearts; our one great desi-re at this moment is that we should 

~ hold communion with God; that we should 'hear His word; 
that we should' feel the touch of His Spirit upon our spirits. 
How much we all need Thee, Thqp God of grace! There is 
no one o.f us who has not sinned, and we need the cleansing 
of tilie precious blood of Christ. Wash us, we pray ,Thee. 
.aud make us whiter than tlie snow. 

There is no one of us who can see -into the future. OUll" 
life is as a vapour which appeareth for a little while, and 
then vanishe.th away; we 'know not what a day or an hour 
may hring forth. But all the future is ,known to Thee. Our 
to-morrows are just as patent to Thy view as our yesterdays. 
The expel,"iences that await us around the turn are open to 
Thee just as truly as the record of the acts of last week. 
We need Thee; we need Thee to be our Guide, our Teacher, 
our Helper, our Burden-Bearer. There is not one of us here 
who finds life to be easy. Often the road is rough, and not 
infrequently it is ,steep as well. There are' foes that lie in 
ambush. Sometimes we must skirt the precipice; sometimes 
we are set in dangerous places. How we need Thine 'angels, 
to guard us and to keep us every step of the waY'! Thou 
hast promised that they shall bear us up in their hands lest 
.at any time we should dash our foot 'against a .stone. May 
this promise be fulfilled to us. 

T,here are some in Tlhy presence, without doubt, w:ho know 
the bitterne'ss of loneliness and isolation. It may ibe there 
is someone here who thinks he is alone in the city, who 1J.as 
not a single acquaintance. We pray Thee to make such an 
one aware that God knows he is here. Be with him, draw 
near to him, and speak to him to-night. It may be there 
,are some who have ,been heaten and buffeted by the enemy, 
who are cast down, whose souls are disquieted! within them, 
and who are all but despairing of better days. !-ift upon 
them the light of Thy countenance, we beseech Thee. We 
thank Thee that 'Thou dost never come too late, even when 
we mourn and complain as did the sisters in Bethlehem, If 
'Thou hadst been here our brotheJ;" had .. not died. But we 
thank Thee that' when Thou dost come, Thou dost bring the 
past as well as the future with Thee, for yesterday at:1d 
to-day and' to-morrow are all one to Thee. So meet us 'in 
,our emergencies this evening. Put forth Thy ,hand of grace 
so that rio one shall escape Thy benediction. 

We thank Thee that Thou art rich enough to help us all .. 
'T,hou hast not to divide Thy wealth in order to give everyone 
a little, for it is ever the rule that when Thou ,hast satisfied 
'Thy waiting people there is always some~hing lef~ ove!, 
there is bread enough and to spare. '~,UIl"prISe some 1n thIS 
house this evening illy 'l:hy visitation, for we .doubt not there 
are some here who did not e~ect to meet Wlth Thee. They 
came to Jarvis Street -enurc'h, but had no idea they were 
ooming ;to God. They came to hear a preacher, with no 
thought of hearing a. Voice from h~ven. Yet ,!-,h~u canst 
'break thrGugh all indIfference and prIde and! preJudIce; for 
the 'hour cometh, and now is, when, the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall live. May 
they hear that Voice to-night! Brin'g into captivity every 
thought this evening to the obedience of Christ. Help us that 

'-we may spend this hour consci,ou~ that we are in the imme-

diate presence of God. May this evening bring some ,before 
Thee to the great crisis of life, sp that they shall' never be 
the same again, in time or in 'eternity, because they have 
C'lime' to this place to-night! , 

Open Thy holy Word to us. What a treasury it is! What 
a well of delight! What a fountain of satisfaction! Thou 
hast promised that we shall with joy draw water out of the 
wells of salvation. 'May that be the experience Of every 
thirsty soul this eve'ning!. We ask it for the sake of Jesus 
Ch!ist our Lord, Amen. 'r; 

"Why herein is a marvellous thing"-and most 
people like matvdlous things. H'ere it is~"h~rein is 
a maryellous thing! that ye know not from whence he 
is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes." T.he Bible is 
a timel-ess Book. It belongs to every age, and to every 
people. It is a light that will lighten our darkness; 
and even in the daytime and at high noon it :shines 
more brightly than doe~ the sun. It brings the word' 
of wisdom to the young man and t6 the' maiden .. It 
is full of instruction for little childr,en: it is the child's 
book of knowIedge. It keeps company with the man 
along the highway of lif.e. It will be his counsellor • 
when he has arrived at life's meridian; and even in 
old age it is a t,ender co~panion. It has a vO,ice that 
even the -deaf can hear; its music never fails .. It is 
water for the thirsty, and bread for the hungry:. It 
provides raiment for the naked, and companionship 
for the lonely. It is an armoury for the soldier; it is a 
guide. for the traveUer ;-it is everything, because it 
is the record which God has given to us of His Son. 

The' Bible i~ full of Jesus Christ. You will find Him 
in Genesi~. He keeps company with His people in 
the Exodus. ' He is the tabernacle in the wilderness. 
The book of Leviticus is full of Him. So are Numbers 
and Deuteronomy. He is the 'most prominent among 
all 'the Judges. He has His place in the book of Ruth. 
He 'is both Prophet, Priest, and Kiing, in Samuel; in 
Kings, and Chronioles. He is the Theme of Job; of 
Him the Psalmist sings. He is the Subject ofe.;Jery 
prophecy; He .is t-he Light of all history. M:atth,ew 
speaks 0If Him; ,as do Mark, Luke, and John. The 
Acts is but a record df wh,at :ije is continuing to po. 
The epistles are full of Him;' and the glorious book 
at the dose of the canon speaks exultantly of the day, 
when the' white horse and his Rider shall come down 
the skies. This is the Book of the Lord Jesus Christ; 
He is the Warp and Woof of it from the first page to 
the last." . 

The attitude of men toward our Lord in" the days of 
His flesh was similar to the attitude of men toward 
the written record of the historic 1esus" of Him Who 
was .crucified and 'buried, and rose again, and Who is 
comi~g some day in the clouds of heaven. 

\ 
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. This is a ve'ry i'nteresting story from which our .text. 
IS taken. A man who had been born blind had had 
his ~yes opened. The question. disturbing the com
mumty was, How did it h<l;ppen? Who did it.? They 
asked him, and he said, "A man that is called Jesus 
made clay, and anointed mine eyes and said unto me, 
Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and 
washed, and I received sight." That was the whole 
story. Then somebody whispered that it was done 
on the Sabbath day, and the religious leaders were 
shocked that a man should make clay 'on the Sab'bath 
day! They decided that this man was a sinner, and 
they toM the man who had been born blind that He 
was a sinner. "W~ll, sirs", he said, "I do not know 
anything about that. I am no~ versed in the law. I 
do not know what law was violated in my healing .. 
There is only one thing I know, that, whereas I was 
blind, now I see." . 

They examined him yet more closely, .!but 'he stuck 
to hi~ story. He said, "I have told you already, and 
ye dId not hear: wherefore wouId ye hear it again? 
But "I will tell you if ·you wish. A man that is called 
Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said 
unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I 
wenlt and washed, and I received sight." The wis'e 
men put their heads together and said, "There must 
'be some mistake here. This is a fraud. The fact is, 
.he never was blind. Go and call his parents and let 
us ask them." The paren!1:s carne and the Pharisees 

. asked them, "Is this your son, who ye say was born 
bIlnd?" And they said, "Yes;· it is not a ·case of mis
taken identity. He is the man. He is our son. He 
never did see.: he ,yas born blind." "Well, then", 
sa~d t,?ey, ."by what mean~ doth he now see?" They 
said, He IS of age; ask h~m: he shall speak for him
self. T'hese . words spake his parents, because they 
feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, 

. that if any man did confess that he was Christ. he 
should be put ,out of the synagogue." It is hard ,to 
convince any1body who is "agreed already"! 

"Convince a man against his will, 
He's of the same opinion still.". . 

They had made up the'ir minds that if any.body took 
sides with Jesus Christ, he should :be excommunicated. 
The parents were not very admira;ble characters, I 
must say. They did no.t want to ,be <;ast out of the 
synagogue. They said, "Ask him." 

The Pharisees asked him again, and he said in effect, 
"When are you going to be done questioning me? I 
have already told you several tjmes. Would you Ibe 
His ·disciples?" They 'said, "Thou art his disciple; 
-but we are. Moses' disciples. We know that God 
spake unlto Moses: as for this fellow, 'We know not 
from whence he is!" Then he who had been bEnd .said, 
"That is all you know 3.lhout it-nothing at all?' Your 
objection is purely negative? AU you have to say is, 
We do not know anything a1boult him!" "How mar
vellous", ~aid this man who had never Ibeen to school, 
"ye know not 'from whence he is, and yet he hath 
opened mine ·eyes. Explain that, will you?" 

Let us examine ,the story, for peolple are saying the' 
same thing still. The attitude of unregenerate human 
nature to Incarnate Deity in the long ago is predsely 
the attitude toward the Book, and toward the Saviour 
of Whom it speaks. It is the attitude of every man 
and woman unit~>uched by the Spirit of God. 

1. 

I repeat, there ·can be no dOUlbt that THE BIBLE IS 
FULL OF JJ~SUS CHRI~'l'} Bu'l' WHENCE SOME OF IT CAME 
Wr" MAY No'r KNOW. I .Jove to find Him in Gene'sis: in 
the lives of Aibraham and Isaac and Jacob, and in the 
story of all stories in all the world's literature, that 
ma.tchless. story of J ose.ph, which is a IProphecy, a pre-

. written history of our Lord Jesus Christ. And I can
~ot help asking, How did He get into Genesis if His· 
h~e be~an at .Bethlehem? But"I say, ilt is there. The 
BI!ble IS full of Jesus Christ. All that the critics can 
s?-~ a:b?ut the Bi:ble i~, "I do not know." Their ·oppo
sltlOn IS purely negative: "We know not from whence 
it is." We had a ,great deal of talk a lilttle while ago 
in this part d£ the world a1bout the Ibooks of Moses, 
about the Old Testa:menlt in general as to who were 
.its hutman au.thors, and what were the ·dates of these 
various compositions. But :really, 'all criticism gathers 
ab.out this questi0I?-' What is the origin of the 
BDble? Who'oWrote It? When was it·wrtittten? Where 
did it corne from?· Whence carne .this Book that makes 
such claims for itseM? And when the scholars have 
completed their task, the worst they have ever 'been 
a·ble to say about the Bible is "Woe know not from. 
whence it is." 

That .is ~ ,poor bus.iness, is it not, for a .preacher to 
spend hiS time, and hiS hearers' time, tel'ling the people 
what he does not know! I shall not thus waste vour 
time this evening, because it would take too fong . 
If I· ha,d to c.over the field of my ignorance, and enu!rn
erate Ilh~ thmgs albout 'Wihi'ch I know nothing a.t all, 
we certamly should never get home Ito-night! I never 
could understand why any preacher should. expect 
people to corne the second time to listen to him if all 
he has. to. say 'is, "I do 'not know." Oan you under
stand ~t? Surely the fact that a man is ignorant of 
a parbcular subject does not entitle him to 'special 
atten!tion. He cannot help it! Why should men be' 
~ecorate? with all ~inds. of academi'c degrees for hav
mg 'attam~d to thiS height of excellence, that they 
confess that .about t~ese mat!ers they know nothing? 
I am not gomg. to dispute With them-I rather think 
they are right! 

Ignor:an~e ought to !1ide ·its head instead of strutting 
a.rqund With academl~ gowns, 'boasting the proud 
t~tle of Doctor of Pl:nlotSophy or something of the 

k111d ! \Vill you young people who talk about the 
Bible's being out-of-date be good enough to teJ.i me 
~vhere you learned that? Some young man u.p there· 
111 tJ:te .gall~ry has been reading a IBook or two, and 
fll;ncles ?e IS somewhat sutperior. His mothe·r gave 
~Im a BI\ble when he lelft horne, but he does not read 
It now! • \Vell, you ought to have a reason for not 
doing so. Will you tell me why you do not read the' 
Bi'ble? "We'll, I-Well"-Well? \i\Tell! \Vel-l! What 
do you know about it? "Well, I have read several 
'boO'ks"-I am not asking 'you how many books you 
have read. . I want to know 'what you know about 
the Bible? Now, be honest. You do not know any-· 
thing albout it! do .t0u.? Is n.ot that so? Why do· 
you not read It? It LS unrehaible." Who said so?' 
What do you know albout it? 

I met a man .years ago who t91d me that he had 
outgrown 'the Bible. I said, "Yes? J suppose you 
have some reason fo~ discarding the old Book?" "Cer-

. I 
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tainly, sir", he replied. "What is your reason?" I fication of my intellect, to light a fire until I knew 
asked. "It is full of ,contradictions." "That is a where the coal came from," I think', even his little 
very interesting piece of informatio,n", I said, "it is. children would tell him he was talking nonsense. If 
quite full"is it?" "Yes, sir; it is." I /put my hand in a man were "to talk like that you would call the near
my podket and pulled out a Bi;ble a:nd said, "I will be ,est alienist and ask him to send the am1bulance 'around 
very easy with you. Find me just one." He s3!id he .to take him to a place of detention! That is where 
could not remember just then! He was a bit like a. p. great many of our professors-and·, stud'ents, too
young preacher I hav~ heard of who was called upon pught to ,be who are so wise, that they-rejedt the Bible 
to prea'ch a trial sermon. He announced his text. He :because they do not know whence it came. 
announced it the second :time-and the ,third time and the , There is a great deal of .building going on in this 
fourth time. Then he said, "My friends, Ithis is a WDn- ,city. A man need· not be. a Doctor of Science in 
dedul text. Indeed, this is a marvellous 'text. 'A great ,geology before he can build a stone wall. Ask a stone
many wonderful'things might be lSaid aibout this text- ,mason if he does not think it is somewhat beneath 
but, but,-they do not occur 11:0' me 'at the moment"! ,his dignity to be building a wall of stone when he 

The man who said the B~ble was full of ,contradic- ,does not know where tlhat stone C3!me from" or to 
tions said he could not remember them at the time. ;what particular period it belongs, and see what he 
I said, "I do not ask you to remember very many, will S'ay. Do not talk to him like that-or he may 
give me on,e." He could not; and I said, "Did, you ,not put all the. stones into the wall! 
ever read the first chapter of Genesis?" "Yes, sir." App'ly that prindple to every' realm 'of lilfe. Cer-' 
"Did you ever read the 'last chapter of Revlation?" tainly it i:o not general in reslpect to the use of that 
"Yes"---:but he was not qu~te so sure aibout that; 'but, ;which,' is 'manifestly of human produ~tion. We use,a 
as they say in Parliament, the anSW~r' was ,in th.e great many things that 'we cannot, tell ",here they 
affirmative. "Have you read every'hing' between?" came f.rom. I suppose you had your dinner-or your 
"N 0." I said to him, "I knew you had not. You do :tea, or supper, whatever you call it. 'iVh3!t do you 
not know what you are ta'~king aibout." He 'did not . ~all the Sunday evening meal? vVhatever it was, you 
knDw the Bible. He knew not from whence it' wa:s. had it. V\That do you know about the b:read you ate? 
And because he did not ~know whence. it came, he Who made it? You do not know. It may. be you 
would have nothing to do with it. p.rethe better .for that! I have heard it s'aid that you 

'I want to test that p,r,inciple of action with you for ,will enjoy your meal bener if you 'do not see th.e 
a little while, to see whether it is otf general a1pplica- ,kitchen !~"Where ignorance is bHss, 'tis folly to be 
tion. Is that how men do in the ordinary affairs of ,wise." I do not insist that my bread 'be labelled. I 
life? Do they refuse to make use, of anything of J>refer'it without the label. Why shoul9. we. insist. on .. 
whose origin they have no certain knowledge? Take knowing the date and origin of the thing? We do not. 
the whole realm of nature, with its vast resources, its ,W'here did your coat come from,---,Q.o you know? 

.ma.'terial wealth-how did it get there? Take the ele- ,"Welt", you say, "I had it made at:a certain tailor's." 
ment of gold, for instance. Did you ever know of We will assume the tailor was an honest man, and 
an)'lbody who ,could make gold? The ancient alchem- he ·sold you that piece of goods as being all wool. He 
ists looked through weary years for some chemical thoU'ght it was, yet. it may 15e that the coat you think 
for-mula which would en3!ble them to transmute baser ,is all wool never saw a sheep's Iba,ck-until you 
metals into gold-hut they never ,found it. vVith all wore it! . 
our' advancement I have I).ever neard of anyibody who , vVhat do you know aobout ,anything?' You do not 
was alble to make gold. God made the gold .. It comes know who built this· hotl'se. I kno~ something of the 
from nature, from the hand df God; and there is not history of it, but I do not know the men who worked 
a ·scient'ist on earth who can tell you where gold came :on it. Every day we live we are wil.lking over bridges 
from, or how it came to be. If they could, they could ,that somelbody else built. 'vVe do not know ~vhethe! 
make the stuff. They cannot tell you its origin. Did the ibuilders are living or dead. vVe are ,wearing 
you ever know a man-even a professor of theology- ,clothes" and ,ve do not know where the cloth came. 
who refused to accept his salary 'because he did not from. 'iV e are eating food on faith-and, if we travel 
know where it came from? (laughter) Did you? Did and eat in public places, sometimes ~t takes a great 
you ever hear of a man who said, "I will have nothing deal of faith to m'ake sure we are going to survive. 
to do tWilj:lh gold because I know nothing a!bout it?", How perfectly preposterous that' angument is! Per
If you know anybody ·like thaJt, send him to me. I will ,haJps there is a man baClk there who says, "I do not 
take his share any time you like. V\That folly! think a preacher should make the p.eople laugh." Some 

The geolog;ists tell us they know something a!bout people ought to be laughed at. Most of us do such 
coal. I suppose they are right, but must one be a ,foolish thiilgs that we deserve tq Ibe laughed at. I 
ge'ologist before he can light a fire? What if every ,am o'nly sho,wing you hQ'w absurd is the position .• 
man who kindles a fire-or every woman who does it .ta-ken by these' religious ,"sc:holaq;," with their elalb
because her husband 'Will not-lwhat if she had to .orate rOJbes and all the rest of it,-"Give God the 
have a little laboratory of her own in which to sub- . ,pra'ise: we knDw that this man is a sinner.'; How do .' 
ject the coal to a microgcQpic exa.mination and care- .you know? "We do not know. We only assume that, 
ful analysis? If he were too busy himsellf at that, pecause ,we do not know where He came from. 'H~ j 

while, the rest of the b:niily were .shiver'ing, I think ,never attended our schools. 'iV e do not know whence 
the children would be saying, "Daddy, please lig'ht that He. is, or who He is. Pay no at'tention to Him." 
fire." And if he were to say, "I cannot until I have Here is the crux of the whole 'matter. That is, all ' 
discovered ,,,hence this coal came. It would 'be a re- they can say albout the Bihle to-day-and the worst' 
flection on my intelligence, it, would involve a stultr they can say a:bout i~ .. "'VVe ,to not know wqere it, 
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ca:me from; nor do we know w,here Jesus Christ came 
from." Some of the' critics say, "He must have come 
into the world by natural generati'on. We cannot 'be-

, lieve·the story of the virgin Ibjrth. 'We cannot believe 
that. So the Bible is a very human'book, full of human 
errors. We do not know wnere it came' from." There 
are a good many treasures of literature that are 
anonymous, and men do not ask of other books that 
their value' shall be appraised by the name of their 
author. If the book is intrinsicaHy 'good, even if the 
author may he unknown, people are willing to accept 
it for what it really is. Junius, the great political 
writer of the eighteenth century, made and unmade 
governments, shook the throne itseU, and yet nobody 
ever knew who he was. He wrote his letters with his 
own hand and said, "My secret shall die with me"
and it did; nolbody every discovered who Junius was. 
But hIs letters to' this day stand out, as a monument to 
a literary genius, scarcely surpassed in his class in 
all ~he literary history of Anglo-Saxondom.. Nobody 
knew who he was, but hIs letters were intrinsically, 
inherently, .great; and peoiple listened to them f'Or 
what they were. Though you do not know whence 
the Bible came, what right have you to reject it on 
·that account? 

II. 
Here is a man who has never been to school; he has 

never rood a Ibodk in his life; there were no books, 
such as we have, of course, Ibut he has never read a 
parchment scroll, for he had no eyes with ,which to 
read. Now he stands face to face with the learned 

. leaders of Jewry, the great 'doctors of the law, and 
he puts a question to them that th,ey are unaible to 
answer,-"Herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know 
not from whence He i,s, and yet He hath opened mine 
eyes. That is all you have to say iIIbout it, that you 

, ~now no~hing? Against your negation I put my posi
tIve l1:estImony that He opened mine eyes. E}OJ)lain 
that!" . 

That is the answer of the Bilble. That is the answer 
I:)f 1:Ihe gOSpel. That is the anSwer of Jesus Christ. 
He said, "Believe me that I am' in the Father, and 
the Father in me-----but if that is too much for you, if 
you cannot 'believe that, the·n believe me for the very 
wOflks' s'ake. E~lain w'hat I have done." 

This Mind man said to these men, "I was botn blind, . 
yet ndW I can see the stars; I can see the flowers;. 
I can see the birds In the air. I can look into the 
smiling faces of my friends. I ~an see the sun in its 
glory at midday. I see-o'h, I see a thousand Ithings. Out 
.of darkness I have come into light. ~he boundaries of 
Hfe have been pushe~ back,and I have !been introduced 
into a new world, a world that is visible. I am not now 
limited to the things that I can Itouch, the things im
mediately around me; but I can see 1:Ihe horizon yonder 
I can look away across the sea. I used to be a littl~ 
man who Hved in a world that was as 'big only as the 
dimensions from ·finger-t~p to finger-tip, but now I 
can look to heaven, and from the east to the weSit. 
I 31m a new man." And he said of Jesus Christ, "He 
did it. Tell me who He is. You cannot answer that!" 

You doctors of the law do not know where the 
Bilble came from? You do not know whether the 
gospel is of divine origin 'or not? I am not going to 
argue the case with you: I simply tell you that it has 
the faculty of dpening men's eye'S. It al.ways opens 

men's eyes when they will listen '1:0 it. Looking into 
"the perfect law of.liiberty," as we learned a few Sun
daY'S ago, a man sees himself as he .Ibeholds his nat
ural face in a mirror. The man may strut arou:nd 
as though he were of full stature moral.ly, as though 
he had attained to per.fection, and owed no man any
thing, a:s though he wOUild say, "1;£ I cannot go into 
the presence of God, who can?" until he comes to 
the Bilble and it opens ,his eyes. As he looks into it, 
for some reason he goes down, a'nd dolwn, and down', 
and down, in his own estimation. Looking into any 
other boOk, he goes up. He thinks he is a .great man. 
But nO man ever did ke~p company with the Bi'ble 
without being hum1bled thelfe!by, and being led t.o say 
at la'st, "Wh3lt a sinner I am"! 

The Bilble opens men's eyes to, the meaning of life. 
'Dhe man down in the office thinks that life consists 
in the 3Ibundance of the things which a man pos
sesseth,~his bank book, his house, his car, and all the 
rest of it .• How I have seen it. I see some'man going 

/ down to business in the morning with a chauffeur 
driving his car. I can see my lord sitting in the back 
seat as muC'h as to say, "Will all the world please 
look at this s't1'~essful man going down to business?" 
What a' big man .he is! That is not a ca'ri-cature: .that 
is· true to life. But let me tell you, the Bi.ble will t3lke 
all the starch· out of you! Read it, and you will find 
tihat you are in negligee. It will open your eyes. It 
always has done, and always wil1. 

Then the greatest thing of all that this young man 
s'aw when his eyes ·were opened was the Man vVho 
had performed the miracle. Read the Bible, and you 
will find that it will open your eyes to see Jesus Christ. 
You will have a.different y,iew of Hi'm when you come 
to the Book. We are not told that these wise men 
sent a chemist t,o examine the day that opened the 
man's eyes. In our day that is what they would have 
done. They would have S'aid, ""I:here must have. been 
some chemical value il1 tha,t clay. It must have had 
the properties of a powerful ointment. It could not 
have been the man who' did. it." 

The Bible enlarges life' always. T'he man who rhinks 
everything of value is in 1!he things he touches, in h~s 
material wealth, when he comes ·to look into the Bible, 
and it' speaks to him and his eyes are opened, says, !'I 
was laying up treasures upon earth where mcrth and rust 
corrupt, 'but I suddenly discovered fuere is another lif~, 
there is another realm, worMs upon worlds to which I 
31m Tela-ted of which I had never dreamed before". It 
is like the man, on ·1!he one hand, in .the ·aaJboratory tak
ing his microscope and seeing there the wonders of 
the infinitesimal 'magnified within his view. Then 
through his telescope he looks abroad, and ,brings 
within the range of his vision a myriad worlds the 
naked eye never could discover. But how glorious a 
thing it is to look at life through the eyes of the Bible. 
Tlhere is a hynm we sing which c1e'scribes my meaning. 
It opens our eyes,-

:"Heaveri above is softer !blue, 
Earth around is sweeter green! 

Something lives in every hue 
Christless eyes have never 'Seen: 

Birds with gladder songs o'erflow, 
Flowers, with deeper beauties shine, 

Since I know, as now I know, 
I am His, and He is mine." 
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The Bible, I feU you, opens ·men's eyes to a larger life. 
There is not a thing of vfl.lue in me here that 'we dJid not 
get from the Bi.ble. VVe are enriched mater'ially, indi
rectly, by it. I heard Professor George Jackson, now \ 
of Didsbury College, Map.ch~ster, an out-and-out Mod
ernist, deliver an address to the Minrsterial Association,· 
jn Toronto, on John Morley, who was a spl~ndid char
acter .but an agnostic, and whom Dr. Jackson described, 
pS "A Priest of the Outer .court". John M9rley said,· 

. "I dq not know." He 'wa;s not positive in his antagon-· 
~sm, generally speaking, but he did not !know:. he was 
not a Christi-an, He was the biographer of Gladstone. 
Professor Jackson lauded John Morley as one who 
t·hough he was not a Christian, was such a fine Char
acter, that hy comparison he would have shamed many 
who profess Ch.ristianhy. Tlhough he was not a Chris
.tian, he was a priest of the outer court. When the 
service was over I walked up the street with Professor 
Jackson. He and I did not agree theolegically, but ·we 
were acquaintances, and, in a sense, I hope, friends. As 
we walked I said, "Dr. Jackson, I should like to ask you 
a question." "Can you give me", I enquired, I"a' soli
tary instance in ·which Morleyism produced a John Mo'r
ley? John Morley is the indirect product of th~ very 
thing he denies". So he was. The gospel has an in
d~r~ct influence as well as a direct influence. Men to
day 'are being carried over bridges ,vlhose builders' exist
ence they deny. "Herein is a ma~vel1ous thing, that ye 
know not from ",lIence he is, and yet he hath opened 
mine eyes." , . 

The Bihle still goes on its triumphant way. It is the 
best seller in the world to-day. 1'helre are more copies 
of the Bi,ble sold every year than of any otlher book that 
,is written. It' has 'been. translated into nearlyaH the 
languages of earth; it maintains its unique character, and 
,exerCises its unique power. And. whether it be in the 
Slavic languages or the Latin languages, or in the Eng- . 
)ish language, or Chinese, or Japanese, or whatever it be, 
.whenever it speaks, it opens men's" eyes; i.t breaks their ., 
chains; it cleanses their lives; it opens new doors, and 

. p.ew worlds; it makes men Godll,ike. No other book does. 
What are you going to do aJbout jt'? The man who is 

speaking in our t~t was not yet a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. As' a blind man he ha.d had his eyes anointed. 
and Jesus Christ had ·said, "Go and wash in the Pool of 
Siloam". He went in his blindness, ,with the clay on 
his eyes, and as he went down into the'waters and came . , 

up, his eyes were opened, and a world of light and of 
beauty burst upon his vision. I fancy he· said, "I woq
der where he is?" But he did not see Him; He was not 
there. When the Pharisees asked hjm, "Where is He?" 
he could only 'answer, "I know not". 

They :began to examine him, and at last they came to 
this 'orisis, and the man argued out of hi,s own experi-.. 
ence. He said, "Since the wortld !began W3.!S it not heard 
that any man opened the eyes of one that was Iborn blind·: 
If this man were not of God, !he ·could do nothing. I 
do not know where He is. 1 do n'ot know who He is; 
but!: "I kno~v. that He opened mine· eyes". They said, 
"Thou wast altogether born in sins"-and they cast 'him 
out. But hear this, "J esU's heard that they had 'Cast him 
out; and when he had found h'im, he said unto Ihim, Dost 
thou believe on the Son of God? He answered and said, 
Who is he, Lord, th~t 1 might ibelieve on Ihim ?'-'-He had 
been defending Jesus, ,he had Ibeen wimessing for Jesus, . 
put now. asks-"Who is he, Lord, that I, might. be
.Iieve in him?" And He Who had opened his eyes said, 
"1'hou hast bovh seen him, and it is he that talke1lh with 
thee". ·Then a new light .pawned 1.1ipoI1 ;him. Faith came! 
He. ·said, "Lord, 1 believe"-and tpros~rate ;before Him 
he went, and worshipped Him. 1 do not wonder! I 
think he said, "1 did not know what 1lhe Son of God ;was 
like, .but when 1 found that it was fue One Who opened 
.mine eyes, my peart said, That is just -like God. He 
must be the Son of God, 1 believe"; and he worshipped 
him. 

Do you believe in Him? There is nobody like Him! 
.Let us pray thaI!: we may all come to Him, and have our. 
eyes opened. , 

o Lord, we. thank Thee for the gospel. We thank 
Thee for Jesus Christ Who is its Theme,- :. 

"He breaks the power ·of ca.ncelled sin, 
He sets the prisoner fre~; . 

His . blood can make the vilest dean, 
His blood avails for me". 

Help us all to say it this evening. If there is a man or 
. woman here to-night who came inlto this ·!,milding 'Without. 

Christ, we pray tt11at the eyes of ,such an one may be 
opened. May there -be real conversiop. in fuil; place this 
evening! We ask it in the name .of Jesus Christ our 
.Lord, Amen. . 

(A large number came forward.) 

PROOFS OF THE BELIEVER'S E'l .. ECTION. 

A- Sermon by the Rev. Thomas Todhunter, M.A. 

Vicar of Dacre, Cumberland, some time during the last half of the 18th century. (The Editor's great.,. . 
great-grandfather), printed from a manuscr~pt in the Editor's possession dated 1760. 

"We give thanks to God always for yuu all, making mentjon -of you in .our p.rayers. 
"Remembering without ceasing your wo·rk of bith, and· labour of love, and .patience of hope in 

ou'!." Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father. 
"Knowing, .brethren ,beloved, your elecfion of 'God·."-I Thess. 1:2-4. 

The apostle's design in· this epistle is, .in general, Hen;; is something worthy of observation in the 
to confirm the Thessalonians in their adherenc.e to the beginning of this epistle: the apostle. being about to 
Christian ,faith, and to engage them (from the suffer- magnify and extol the faith, love, patience, and hope, 
ings they had already endured in the cause of Christ), of the Thessalonians, instead OIf commending them f6r 
to abound in every good work, and to "w·alk" more these fruits of ·election which would naturally have 
and more "worthy of God, who had called them to his puffed them up with spiritual pride, he breaks forth 
kingdom and glory." into thanksgivings to God for them. His business was 



, 0 

, , 

• 

8 (308) THE GOSPEL WITNESS September 19, 1929 

, . , 
not to commend the Thessalonians, but to admire the 
special grace of God conferred upon them, and which 
shone in them with such distinguished lustre,-"We 
give thanks to God always for you all, making men
tion of you in our prayers; remembering without 
ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight 
of God and our Father," 

. I.n these words wh'ich I have proposed for the sub
ject of 'our present consideration, die Apostle Paul 
argues from the eff·ect to the cause; from the peculiar, 
fruits of faith so remarkably evident in the Thessa
lonians he concluded that they were freely "chosen of 
God" 'from all eternity "to salvation, through sanctifi
cation of the Spirit and belief in the, truth: whereunto 
he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the 
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ", He knew from the 
effe<::t the gospel had had upon them, from the "work 
of faith, and labour of love, and' patience of hope in 

. our Lord Jesus Christ", in which they abounded, that 
they had an interest in Christ, and were elected as 
heirs of eternal life, Not that these works· were the 
cause of their election, but the manifest fruits of 'it; 
for God did not choose His people in Christ upon 

'_foresight 00£ any qualification whereby they were dis
tinguished from others, but "according to the good 
pleasure of his will"; "\iVho hath saved us, and called' 
us with an holy calling. not accordi.ng to our works, 
but according to' his own purpose and grace. which 
was given us in' Christ Jesus before the world began"; 
"In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie,. 
promised :before the world began; but hath in due' 
times manifested his word through. preaching. which 
is committed unto me according to the commandment 
of God our Saviour," , 

L 
The fint token, or. evidence, which the Thessa

lonians exhibited of their election was their "work of 
faith", , 

But what is th~ meaning of the word ((FaitN'? There 
hav'e been disputes about it, and many false descrip
!ions o~ ~t, N ow 'f~ith, according to th~ Apostle John, 
IS' recelvmg a testtmony, "n we r·ecelve the witness 
of men; the witness of God is greater: fox this is the 
witnes,S of God which he hath testified of his Son, He 
that 'believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 
himself: he that Ibelieveth not God hath made him a 
liar: because he bel'ieveth not the record that God 
gave of his Son," 

We all know, by daily practice and ex;perience what 
.i-~ is to recei've the witness of men, or to take ma~'s tes
#mon:y, From this the3JpoSitle leads us into a notion of 
the ,faith ~Iemand~d in the gospel, only by. putting 
God s testImony III place of man's' and as God is 
greater than men; so is His testimony. with out 
receiving it, diff·erent from theirs, T!o this agree the 
words o'fJohn the Baptist, speaking of Christ. "And 
what he hath seen and heard. that he testifieth' and 
no man receiveth his testimony. He that hath re
c~ived his testimony hath set to his sea,l that God 
is true." , 

The testimony of God 'which we a-r~ c~lled to believe 
,is conrerni'l'lg J estes: that His i·s the Christ, or the 
¥-essiah \iVho was promised in the Old Testament; . . 

and that whatever was said there Qf that Messiah is 
verified and fully accomplishe<;t in Him.' Now when 
we believe this divine testimony concerning Jesus, 
we are not going upon inward sensations, or upon our 
own experiences and reasonings; but we ar·e hearken
ing to the gospel setting forth the resurrection of 
Christ, that great fact wherein God shows the truth 
of His testimony concerning His beloved Son iiI 
Whom He is well pleased. 

Faith does not proceed trom any motion, desire, o'r 
effort of- the mifld-it does not arise from any good dis
position of the heart ;but it comes :by hearing a testi
mony, by heari.ng a report attested by undeniable 
evidence, This agrees with the apostle when he says, 
"Faith cometh by hearjng, and hearing by the w'ord 
0'£ God." God has given us a perfect revelation of His 
will in the Scriptures of the apostles and prophe~s; 
we' can' .no more now hear a new revelation, nor such a voice as they heard of old, The word of the Do reI 
does not come to us in visions and dreams as it did 
to Abraham and the prophets; for God ,speaks to us 
now,here but in the Scriptures, We have no other 
ground for our persuasion or belief than the bare word 
of God, and as many as hear that word, hear the Voice 

. that raised Christ from the dead, and know that it is 
the word of the Lord, They hear God speaking in 
the Scriptures, as the Apostle says to Christians, "If 
so be ye have heard him, and have been taught by 
him, as the truth is in Jesus"; and as Jesus sai(i, "Every 
man that hath heard and learned of the Father cometh 
unto me." When God proposes' to m'ake us live, not 
by our own labour, but by His word, He says, "Hear 
and YOUr souls shall live"-"Wherdoredo ye spend' 
money .for that which is not Dread? and your labour 
for that which satis,fieth not? hearken diligently unto 
me, and eat ye that which is good, and le't your soul 
delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and come 
unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will 
make an everlasting cov·enant with you, e,~en the sure 
mercies of David." 

, - -
The -dead in trespasses and sin~ hear the voice of 

God and live; even as Lazarus in the grave heard it, 
and came f.orth. We do not reason ourselves into 
faith; we do not o'btain it by any strivings, actings, 
or endeavours, of ours: but as the apostle says to the 
Thessalonians in this chapter, "The gospeI' comes to 
its, not in word only" but i'n power, am!. in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance." When we hear God 
speaking in the Scriptures, His word f.orces its evi
dence upon our consciences irresistibly, baffiing, con
founding, and repelling all our reasonings, So we .rea,d 
in this epistle to the Thessalonians, that when they 
received the gospel, they "received it not as, the word 
of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of God, which 
effectually worketh also in you that believe." They 
did not receive it upon the foot of human testimony, 
as a ·1lU"man contrivance; out as a revelation from God, 
having the divine character stamped upon it; the 
evidence forced itself so strongly upon their con
sciences that there was no gainsaying it. 

Now if we 'list~n to the definitions of faith given by 
many we shall be at a loss to know what they mean 
by it; where,as if we attend to the Scripture we shall 
find that Faith is a full persuasion, upon divine testi
mony, that God can be just. in jttstifying the ungodly 
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THE TESTING OF FAITH. 
Lesson Text: I Peter, chapter 1. 
Golden Text: "That the trial of your 

faith, being much more precious than 
of gold that perisheth, though it 'be 

. tried with· fire, might be found unto 
praise and honour and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ." I Peter 
'1:7. . 

I. THE SALUTATION, (vs" 1, 2). 
. 1. The wr:i.ter. ·of this' epistle was' the 
apostle P-eter. . The :recipients of the 
writing were Ithe strangers scalttered 
throughout various partS' of As.ia Minor 
(v. 1). The teaching of the epistle.is 
of a. !P'l'actical nature" emphasizing 
Oh-ristian dl\lJties and giving ,encou·rag
ment to th-ose under trial. 2. Certain 
thingSo. are 'IItlllted in reference to the 
perSIOns receiving the epis1l1e·. They 
were "eIlect o8iCICord~nJg Ito ·the foreknowl
edge .of G.od the FaJther," (v. 2). Sal
vation ibegins !With .God, (Eph. 1:4)~ 
God's Slovereignfty and maon'.s f.ree~ll 
are Iboth realities -in·lthis Ig'l"eat trans8IC
ti-on. They were elect "<bhrongh sancti
fication of Ithe Spirit" imply.ing com
plete separati-on un'to God; "unto Oibe
dience and s!prinkHng of the :blood of 
ChriSlt." Chiildren of God reaping ;the 
fuU benefit of the deaJth of 'Christ, .and 
in the rpower of the shed blood, are ,def
indltely set ,asdde for oIbedience· unto !the 
will of God:. They exist f·or no 'O:t1ber 
pur.pose than :to Iglorif~ Hi,m.· F1ul~ obe
dlience is eXlPeicted, (I Sam. 1,5:22). The 
s·a~utllltion then foHows in relfereD:ce to 
grec~ and peace'. . 
II. THE RESERVED INHERITANCE, 

(voSo. 3-5). . 
1. An eJCpres'Sii·on of t1m.nksgiving fol

lows the slalutation wherei-n the &!postle 
ferven.1Jly gives expression to his. jOly 
and :grat~tud'el f.or mhe Iblessdngs ·of the 
Christian life. He blesses God for mak
ing IUS HiS' IChilldlren. Weare ,beg·otten 
by Hi-m, (v. 5). This is 'a new relation

. Ship entered iby faith, (John 1:11-13), 
and due to His abundant. mercy". Sal
vation is of g:race, (Erph. 11:8). We have 
no menit of our ()IWn,'.andl !We have n·oth
ing whererwilth tOo pay. We ,are depende·nt 
abs'Olutely UipOn the mercy of ·God, and 
.in that mert:y :we 'Partake of Ithe hless
ings arisinJg from Ithe death of Ohrist, 
of which robe resurrection gives' (proof 
of the Soatislf8lCtor~ COIllIIPle.tion of the 
s!IIC·rificial work He (Came to aoooJD!PliS'h. 
2. As God''II ehildl'en 'We have many 
blessings, sevem1 of which are men
tioned here. We' 'aTe in' POS'S'es'sion of 
a "living ihOipe" in contrast to the hope 
of the 'World. Nothing can alter its na
tu·re or deprive us' oOIf it, for it is cen
tred' in· a .Jiving God. -Note the. iblessed
nesSo of hope. Weare also heirsl ·of God 
wi'th a w-onderful inheritance awattin'g 
us, (v. 4), of IWlhich we have now re
ceived a foretaste, (Eph.· 1:13, 14). It 
is "incoriu,p,tible", .internally 'Pure, "un
defiled", externally pure, un~ontamin-
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ated ·by sin, "that fadeth not away", 
eteTnBlI in dUration, "reserved in 
heaven" s'ecI\lre~y keplt f·or the .proper 
he·irs'. And! they are s·eeurely Ikept for 
the inheritance illy the :same 'power, 
(v. 5), the connecting li·nk being faith. 
We note' therefore robe ibless·edness· of 
the 'saovoo now and: hereafter, the glo'l'i
OUSI nalture of their iniheiI'itance, the cer
tainty -of entering it, and the ,bleS'Sed 
assurance .of eternal s·alV'ation. 
III. THE TRIAL OF FAITH, (vs" 6-9). 
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'~mind," (v; 13), iJD!Plying rp'l'erparedness 
for. serviee, to "·be S,O·beT" or moderate 
in reration Ito :tJhe affairs of tMs Hfe, 
and ·to exercise "hope to the end". Obe
dience is there·after eIllI(phasazed in a 
tWOofold! manner, firs,t 'negatively, the·n 
positively, "not fashioning yourseIVjes", 
etc., (v. 14). SalV'ati-on ,me'alis a 
changed life, old things having plassed 
a·way, (-I 'Cor. ·5:17). Positively "Be ye 
hOlly for I am holy," (~~. 15, 16). This 
me·ans a ,s'e(parated, godily, obed'ient life. 
To this !We are· called, and slho1"t of ,this 
God 'is not sllitisfied, 'Wa1king thus' jn :the 
fear of God who -wHI judge all some 
day ·according to their work. (v. 17), (I 
Cor. 3;13). Em~has·ize :the· nelCessity 
for separaltion from the 'World and real 
holiness; of IchJar8lcter.· . 

1. In such Ia condition and with such 
a prosrpoirot as described in' the previous 
v-er~es there ds' rejoicing, although it 
may .be we are in heaviness through 
many tria:ls, (v. 6). .oUT Lord s.tated 
tha·t tri-bul8lti.on wOlUld be ·1Jhe· lOot of His 
own ulPOn Ithois' earth, (John 16:33), !but 
joy may' be rp·resent !!;Ven in the midslt 
of severe trial, (Aets· 5:40, 41; 16:25). VI. TB;E PRICE OF REDEMPTION, 
God iSI a:bIle to reise ,the s(piri·tabove· (vs. 18-21). 
the things .of this' elarlth. 2. The ddvine As a motive ,to holiness of Hfe the 
purpose in these trials is the tes·tinJg of apos·tIe reJf,ers Ito the redemptive work 
flaitb, (v. 7). It is' eaSly. to ·trus.t ·God of our Lord and! :!ilie high rprice paid for 
when everything 'is 'g·oing :well, but it redemption. Negatively, we were not 
is when trials come Ithat 'the charactel' redeemed ,With the most (precious' of 
of ·our faith is ·seen. At such times' if e'a'rth's metals, (v. 18). These form the 
we remadn' ·true, faith is s.trelngthened, bas'is !for earthJ.y tr.ansaclbions bu:t 
'we are~ encouraged olio· s'Ustain future something of infinitely more valtie, was 
tria,ls with cOIll.fid:e·nce, imd our LO!Td .is given f.or ·man's· redenn.ption·, eoven the 
glorified. We :h'aove not seen our Savi- "p'l'eciou-s Ibilood ,of ,Christ as' of a lamb 
OUT, yet we love Him, and rejoice lin W!ilthout· Iblemish, and w.ithout spot," 
Him, (v. 8), beclllU&e we are united Ito (v. 19). ;S'Ucha s·ta;tement eIIl!pihasizes 
Him ,by faith w'hich means ·slalva.tiOon for ,the peTf~·tion of Ohrjst, the ~urpose of 
us, (v. 9). Note here the purpose of His de·ath, .and· i~9 amiltyrpical naoture; 
trials, .the .bIles~edness· ·of the same, the the Old Testament sacrifiJces ,tyrpifyin;g' 
comfort to be derived whe·n undergoing the sa.me·. It· is also to be noted that 
them, and the 'bleSlsdng -oIf real viltal COD- .the re:cIemlPtive 'Wonk (if ChriSot was 'by 
necti-olll with Jesous' ·Christ. div:inle aprp.ointment, "foreordained be-
IV. THE INSPIRED PROPHETS, fore ,the foundalhlon of the world" tihough 

(vs. 10-12). manifest in' the-sle Last times, 'and now 
P h · f "'"h He is seated in the :glory, (v. 20, 21), 

1. .rop ecy IS one iO .~ e mo.st won-' (Rev. 13:8). Note the (pr.o.m-inence of 
de'I'lful ielliture,s .of the Bi;ble, ·tes.tifying the Iblood: of Ohrist, .the Vicario'Us, volun
to its insrpiraltion: There ·are pr-OiPhetic tary, penal, necessary natlU.re ,of His 
stllltements. 1"eIlating to the Jew·s', ,the 
GentHes anldl our Lord, rpa'l't fulfilled, death, 'and -the nature and lblessedness 
part unfulfined. The Scriplture before of redemption. 
llos relates· Ito ollor Lord, and .several VII. THE DUTY OF BROTHERLY 
things are stated in relation thereto. LOV-:~, (vs'. 22-25) .. 
The ge.neral !theme was His .sufferings, . 1. The ~r8lCtiiCal injunction is gliven in 
and t'he glory thaJt should follow, (v. 11), these 'VIeTSes to love the brethren, 
(Is. 53), (PSI, 22).(...Concernin,g this we (v.' 22). In manifesting such. love we 
are informed! the prophets did not un-· "d' Ibel 
dersta'lld ;the fuH Iiompor.t of their lU.tter- gIve eIV'1 ence we 'ong :to ·God, (I John 
ances, 'thus im'P'ly.ing their divine source. 3:14? Such love is to ·be "~nfe-igned" 

d. , or SIncere; 'and "fe:rvent", or intense, 
'They "en«t~ired and Seiarched 1ligend;}y' cOoming from 'a ;P'lIll'e heart. There .mu.:;.t 
concerning their meaning, (v. 10) infer- be ·no rpretem:e 'aJbout it, it muSt be .reat 
l"ing thejr re,alizlation of the fact that God. alone iCan help 1U9 ,to -live and love 
GOod was usin.g ,them to ,proclaim His like this for He is loove, (I John 4:8). 
PUr.pOSie. The result ,of otheir enquiry 2. A reason for such a Love .is' found 
was t!he revelation from God thaI!; :the in :the faoct .of the new ibiI1tlh. We are 
fuJ.filment 'WIaS Ifuitu'l'e and the s'i-gnifi-
cant statement is ,mad,eo .thalt ·the ange.ls "born again", (v. 23), therefore pos-
desire :to qook inlto s'Uch thin.gs, (v. 12,). se'SSed ,by 'a n'elW" ]dfe and Hv:in.g aocCord-

ing ·to a new stanellard. ISevIE!'l'al. things 
So th'at ,all heaven is intereslted" in the are 'Sltated ·alboub this new !birth. .1It is 
redemptive· w.ork of 'Christ. Our :inolier- not ot ",corrUlpttble seed" not .of a per
e·st dn the .s·ame ought ther.efore <to be ishaible race, .hut of incorruptible". It 
inltense. No.te· the reality of Good's. rev- is -of God: the Etern.al .one.. Again it 
e1ation, land 1Jhe· WOOO1'o0lUS nature of our . b h ... f .... 
L d'. ed~.....f.ion affeating. heaven and IS.~ Y t· e wor", 0 GOui 'Which· liveth 8o~d 
o~ s r "'"'Y~ I albidlet.h forever." lIn 'Contrast Ito th'ls 

earth. the fradl<ty of ,human nature is sltated. 
V. THE DUTY OF HOLINESS, . "Al.1 flesh is· as g1'l8.SS· and aH the glory 

(VB·. 13-17). of -man aSI ,the dower ·of ·grass" and $ub-
1. Foll'Owing the revelaJtion of the .pre- ject to decay, while <the "!Word of the 

ceding verses 'P1"actical exhortaJtio~s are Lord endureth forever", (vs. :24, 25). 
given relating .to ithe Christian life'. To Note therefore man's frailty, the en
be a ·Chnistian· means more than belief during e&ternal nature of the nerw life, 
in something, i·t means a life we-11 pleas- the du-ty ·of manifestinlg the.' true char
ing unto Goo. We lare etlj.oi·ned there- acler of that new- life toward otheTs. 
fore to "gird up the loins of" of and the necessity for the new birth. 

" 
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SUNDA Y IN JARVIS STREET. 
Sunday was a good day, with large· 

congregations .both morning and even
ing. The attendance· at the School was 
1,1&3. A good. number resPQnded to the 
invi.tation at the close of the evening 
·service. 

* * * • 
"NO BETTER GOSPEL." 

Rev. C. M. Carew, who for the' past 
eight years has been pastor at Fenelon 
Fal·ls, is a f.ine pre·acher of the old Gos
pel. We ·had another OIpp-ortunity to 
prove thiS' when w,orshiplP-ing Wlith Mm 
and the other f'aith.ful souls there, on 
a rece'lllt .sunday. With characteristic 
h'llmHity, the 'pastor s'aid that others 
might preach ,more ably, but they could 
not ,preach ·a :bet.ter Gospel. To the 
latter statement we SIl3'" a heart¥ Amen. 

• • • 
NILES, OHIO. 

Rev. Christopher Burnett has accepted 
the pastorate of the Baptist Church at 
Niles, Ohio, commencing his ministry 
there September 8th. 

• • * •. 
WESTPORT. 

Pray f-or Slpecial meetings being held 
by Rev. W. ,S. Whitcomibe with Pastor 
C. Slade at Westport, OntariO'. 

• • • 
ANNETTE. 

The waters ·of 'blll¢;ism sohould be ·con
tinually troulbled. They were on Sun
day, Septem/ber 1st, .at Annette, when 
another believer was buri~d with ChriSlt. 

• * • 
FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE. 

There is· a marked deepening of spirit
ual interest in the work of the Regulars 
in Lindsay. The usual prayer meeting 
meets twice a week, and a special prayer 
meeting is h~ld each month in the inter
ests of missions. The apostolic method 
was fro.m house to house, and our fellow 
helievers in Lindsay are following it. 
Every home in Lindsay has been visited 
with tracts and hand-bills, and, as a 
result, some local people who until now 
have held aloof, are coming to the ser
vices. 

* • * • 
GENERAL NOTES. 

Pastor J. Zuiderhoek has resigned the 
care of Berean Church at Pontiac.. The 
resignat~on took effect July 1st. 

Bro. A. N. Fields will conduct a fQur 
weeks' evangelistic campaign with Covey 
Hill church, ibeginning Sunday, Aug. 
11th. 

. Pastor J. M. DeVette, formenly Qf St. 
Johns, Mich., but for the past three years 
located .in Florida, supplied the Middle
ville Church, Sunday, July 28th, and the 
Holland Church, Sunday, Aug. 4th .. 

Bro. R. R. ·Tinkham, Qf Albion, is 
preaching each Sunday at St. JQe Bap
tist Church, a country church southwest 
of Homer. 

A group from the South Baptist 
Church, Lansing, have recently organ
iz.ed the Bethel Baptist Church. 
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Pastor H. C. Fulton, of Buffalo, N.Y.; 
supplieq Calvary Chur,ch, Grand Rapids, 
for several Sundays during the absence 
of Pastor Headley on his vacation. 

COALS FOR THE ALTAR FIRE. 
(Continued from page 12.) 
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from fthe sleap of death. The :bodies, of 
the saints ·sleep. They haV'e ,been "laid 
~osIeep. by ~esus'" but the waking day 
IS. commg. W,hen /lur Lord shall come 
WI~th tz:umpet s;ound" -the dead 'in Ohri&t 
shaH rise, and the fu11 .satisfaction shall 
not come unltil ·that 1b1,est 'morn. When 
a Roman conqUeI"or hlad Ibeen to battle 

me'ans a larger vis~on, a richer eXJperi- and had -won great wctories and ·brought 
ence, and a fuller joy. The slumber b~k great Sip oil he was -accorded a 
may endu'l"e for ·a night, hut joy comes Trlumph~ But, on. rohe day of 'rus re
but, ·however dot oom.e,s /the aWlakening turn he -wou'1di' enter privately into his 
in the morning, and so in a lal'lge meas- house~ .and! enj.oy tthe .society ()f his dear 
ure the Sipirit is .S!atisfied. The more ones it·here, and on the fo~LoW'i.ng day 
completely the Slp!il'lit d.s awaken~d the hew!>u.Jd re-.enter the city .then in tri
fu}ler is the measure of ~a;tisfaction and umph. and .glory .. Now, the saints may 
bl~s's. "I 'sh!1Il ,be satiosfied When. I· ~e saiQ. ,to enter mto Paradis·e privatEfly 
awake." It 151 'III poor, dul;J., &Iumbering absent from Ibhe Ibody," ibut when. our 
sort of spioritu'al life which lis' discon- ~ord returns they will mou·nt the char
tented and ,pow.e'l"less'; 'and it is pitiful ~ot o.f the resurrection ibody and enter 
to thdn!k -of the .many who live ,such In. triu·mph. Wh'at a wondirou.s day ,that 
lives. .Whe'l"eas, the awakened lSoul, the ~llhJtbe when ·our Lord, leading ms 
1ife ·which is .alert, eager, .waitchful, en- mIg y host ·af risen and waiting saints 
joysg:reatly ,tJhe weaIth of God, and the and .crowned wlith ammomal splendour' 
gladnes's of feIIow-shiip W1ith Him. shall as'Cend the ,heavens amid crowd'~ 

Th 
. of angell' watchers who seatteri 

ursday, Septe.mber 26th. he'aven's roses and! lilie • .. ' .. h hIllg 
S t · fi d h k '" s ... pon '. em 50 all a 1.8 e "wen more awa e.- ... SIl~ 'W'lth JOy untold "Halileluja·h! HaHe-

P8aZm lZ'&~~:l-11 lu]ah! the Lord God o.mn~poterit T'eign-
There is the awakening from. the' eth." 1 shall Ibe satisfied: fWIhen 1 

dream of 14fe. l]jf our Lord .taT'ries we awake to that great glory. Spirit 
sh'aJ.l slee.p. That is, this· "robe of flesh" soul' and Ibody 'aU aWlake, the whole of 
wiU drolP into ftohe grave, and from all '.ou~ n:ature freed from eveTY fetter and 
its .toil, and .fevered actiiVli.ty, .and weari- enJo.YIIllg the l~he'l".ty of the. glory of the 
ness 'wiI1 rest in c8.llm sleep. For the sons of ,G-od. -Satisfied: I ,SatiSlfied! 
r.ansomed .,g,pir-~t wdtlh. 'aU ~ts 'W,ondrous Saturday, September 28th. 
powers thlis "':II.I be 18. gIl0r:IOUS a,,:aken- Satisfied for ever.- 18' h l ····6 14 
IIlIg'. The .. splr~t, !because emanclpaited . . ata V~tt.-
from the IbOOy., will spring into grea-te'l" n~;he;eg tdhait .dll!rlLf_ed· th~ ipel1fect like
intensity of 'IIlCtion, win ,put forth ip.ow- ~ 0' 0 'WIl '"" removed, 'and we 
er:s :that .h:a.ve bee·n held down here and h~l ~old not ~er·e shadows and dim 
will come dnto conta~t wtth an or~r of In '~f.' t ,~he rea:J:I.ty of :<:*.00. And that 
things whdch ·here it thas huit in,dJi.rectIy i anI e~tatl~thn wIll. s'atisfy. . With !ill 
known. We 'shall a.wake to' God to 'a es~er JOYS. e eye lIS not satisfied WIth 
grander visdon, .to a larger Iif~. Dr. ~eeIng, .but .to lQok u'PQn the manife'med 
M.cLaren says,: "Here we are Idke men o.d WIU be .. enough. 1 do not kn-ow 
asleep in somle chamlber that looks to- 'hhe-t.her t&a.Vld h:ad any !idea 'of our 
ward ,the eastern SAkiy. Morning by S .arIng enes.5I .. of 'God when we see 
morning comes the 'sunrise, ~th the mm., ibu·t w~ !eJmce that the New T.esIta
tender ,glory of iits' rosy llight 'and blush- Ae'I1!t re,velJ.a-tl-On assures us of it. The 
ing theave~s', and ·,the -heavy eyes are b p~~ktle HJ ?hn tens us that "we. &haH 
cIo.sed to at -a:I1. HJere and .there .Ii·ome e 1.~. 1m for ~e ~haH s'ee Him as 
H.ghter Silee.per, :w:ith thinner eyelid,s or Hedas"H' .. and a.gIaIn m Rev-elamon we 
faee :turned! ;toward the sun ds half con- rea 1S servants s'ha~[ s'erve Him; 
slC"ious of .a va.gue ·brightne'ss, and feells and. they .sh:l!-lI s~e' ms' face; ·and His 
the light though he sees not .the col- name .(lthat ·lS HIS charlliCter) s,hall Ibe 
ours of tihe sky nor the forms -of the ~n .t~elr fo.re~eads·." " These words r~ach 
filimy cloudS>. ,Such souls' are our saints .helght which DaVild only very dl-mJ.y 
and .prophets, ilmt mo&t of us sleep Qn saw. We know lIhla.t we shall·no.t ,only 
llnconscious." . To us all the moment gaze ~on .the Igl,ory of the manifested 
comes when we shal[ awake 'and see for Go~, !b1!-t th.at wI!' S'hal~ ,be like Him. 
ou.r.'liclves the Ibl"i;goht and w()nderful A!ld .beIng ldke H~ 'We shaY h'ave His 
w,Qrld ,which we have .often either for- mtl!d about everythlllig and sO' be :fully 
gotten or been .tempted .to .think was s·atlslfied. ~e !l'ha,¥ be ",pleased with all 
but a dream. Oh! iWlhat an ,a.wakeniIllg that ;pleaseS! HIm, and so ,be IUtterly 'at 
thait will 'be! How all OU1" POWeTS will rest. :Oh! wondeJrf.ul. assurance! Amidst 
unfold', .and! the full s:trelllgth O!f Qur S!p.ir- t~e ":Inter of .Qur discontent,. !1nd par
i,tual '-life 18.1'ise lin lbeauty and in joyl tlal Vo!-ElIW of thmg!\, let us anticLpa'te the 
Our ldfa to-day is like· some shapeless, beautlf~l summ~r Qf fumess Qf vision 
uM'eemly root strug.gling amid rubbish, and of JQy. AmIde the d~kness and the 
and stones, and weed:s,and eheerles's mystery -of our ip'l"es~nt mgoht let us q'ook 
dal'kneSSl; !but 'When 'We awake ir()m the forward .to. that Ibn'ghif; morn when all 
drea.m of this llife in the sun!lighit .of the ·gloom IS S'Wepit 'away '~d we shall 
he'a'Ven drt wi'fl Iblossom out ;into lovelii- 'behold ~ur 'Go~ an the ~hlte .radliance 
ness and ibea'lllty, and fill tihe SIIlmmer ofetemilty. 'TIS Ibu·t a httl'e whii:e, 
air. ~f !that falir land with its rich a:nd "One littffe -hour, and then the glorious 
dEihcIIlUS fra&'1"8l11Ce. ICrowruing, 

Friday, September 27th. The golden 'hal'lpstrtil1!gs 'and the vicitor's 

Satisfied when fulZy awake.~ . On·e fi~~~;hOUr., and then the 'RaUe1uj'ah' 
I TheB8. tv:13-18 Eternity's long deep thanksgiving 

"1 shaH ibe satiSified /When I 81W1ake" Psalm." 

, 
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e,!,en where I 'cannot trace Him. Not 
only the ,grief ,of 'losing my dear boy 
burdened' my heart, ibut the 'anxiety for 
my dear 'W·i.fe' ibeing obliged Ito bear ,this 
burd.en 'Wi·thout my .aid and! comf·OO'If; 
nea'l'Iby, and' Ithe danger of such a Shock 
affecting he'r phys'ical 'Condiition, which 
was imp-aired in :he~ previous. labor in 
Afric.a, and a re'laps'e into nerv,olUs de
preSls,ion, f~om 'W:hlich she SlUffer.ed,--.th~s 
was indeed:, 'and is still 'a gre'at ,burden 
on my heart. .' I -leave he'l' wi,bh my Lord, 
and. I lrnow !that the earnest 'lnuiLti,tude 
of prayers that have gone 'IlIP for 'Us, 
wiU he wbundantly answered. I .do sdn
ce.'l'ely lI\PPl1ecia·te your sympathy, a·nd 
thank God thaJt your pl'Iayers have been 
wnSWe'l'ed: in .my ease -in sustainin'g 
strengtth, and, I am ceritain, in"'lthe ease 
of my fa.mily." ... ... ... ... 

PICTURES OF LIBERIA. 
The Un·ion office !has a few sUdes 

w.hich could! !be used in Sunday Schools, 
etc., etc., to encourage :interest in Li,b
eria, where three missiionaries of ou·rs 

, are now lll'bouring. ............ 
HESPELER. 

Pasltor iT. ISummers - is recuperating 
after a serious operation, but during his 
absence rohe 1W0rik -in. Hes!peler ;is ,going 
well. Re'V; H; BO'Wer,·. of' . H8Ilni:}iI;on, 

. prea.chedl on SeptemiPetr 80th, 'and Rev. Dr. 
T. I. StockleY' ,on Se!ptemlber 15th. ... .. ... ... . 
PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE. 

Work among Rom~m 'Catholics is one 
that requires: rtfue uUm{)st !patience and 
persistence. Pl'Iejudices ands,~SIbi
ti.oDS :must Ibe 'll\P'l'oated. Priestcra.:fit 
must ibe '<lo'U't...!faced. The ·Gilspel must be 
presented .in ,sitnjplicity as wen as in 
power. 
. Such a work is that bejng carried on 
by Rev. Jules Danthe'I\IY in Beneficem 
BllIPtislt Ghu1'ich (French), -Montreal. The 
pl!ll1;ience, !Courage ,and fide:1Ji,ty of Ibhis 
worker of thirty years' experie.nce, is 
bein·g rewarded, 'lfm: a numlber are ask
. itllg fo·r iblllPtism. :BagiIllIling with No
vem>be'l', it .is 'Planned to hOild co.ttaJge 
meetings in ·tihe homes .of ,the .people 
and tihuSl Ibo seek to win mwny tto Christ. . ... ... ... . 

THE JOY OF GROWTH. 
It is a gl.oriolllS jprivilege, 'as 'Well as 

a deeip joy for a ,pastor to >watch <the 
Slpirillmal 'gJ."owtili of tho-se IUnder his oore. 
We hear that Onl !the fieold where ,Stu
dent-pas,tor E. V. A'PIPSI ih:aSl served, in 
Ga1way, N.Y:, one has set .his :f.a.ce to-

'ward ,the .mission' fiela, others' ibave m.ore 
:f.ully gr8.S!Ped the reality .of the Gospel, 
the preSience of ·ChriSlt, 'and the Ibless-ed
nE!'SlS of ·Christian ElIXiPerience.· ... . . . . 

WHEN CONVERTS PRAY. 
Baptists in the neighlbourhood of Wy

man, P.Q., 'Where Studemil;...p'as~or K. M. 
Outler is lWo.r1ci.ng this> summ:er, :have 
nobly raUied to h.is ,sup!pol'lt.· There are 
~everal g·odly women .in the district, 
whose inlberest in the tihings of the LO>rd 
seems to !have !been deepened. One of 
them JW·ho is cOIIIlfined Ito ,her home a 

. large',pal'lt of the ,time iby HI health, _lWas 
'recently used .of the Lord to ibring two 
girls, fifteen and twelJVe years of 'age 
reSJpeCtively, Ito a s'aving knowledge .of 
the iI;ru,th. These girls already are lead
ing in pl'ayer in one of the cotta.g.e 
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prayer meetings whoich' Brothe!l' Gutler 
conduc>ts Telgubarily. ·OIU·ts,1de of one 
pl'aye'r meeting ,conducted Iby f'Ol1olWers 
of "Penltecost," thel'e is· '110 OII;hex in .the 
neighbourhood ibesIdes~ those unde'l' ,the 
ministry of our Ba,p.tist ·sltudent. Truly, 
the iP,ossibilities,of 'a sp,iritual mjn.is.try, 
even w~th Ithe keenest of oppos:irt;i.on, and 
that in >a ,rather back/w,ard disltrict, ar,e 
tremendous. 

[ * * *. * 
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MICHIGAN NOTES. 
ALLEGAN. 

Pasto.r J{)hn W.· MeCarrell recently Ik
gan his third year with this church. There 
have 'been many additions to the chul,'Ch 
during the past two years. On· ;the last 
Sunday in Ju~y, six were· buried with 
Christ in baptism. This was a part !of 
the results of a two weeks' Bible conf~r
ence conducted' by Roy L. BroWn, {)f :qe
troit. Three p!'ayer mcp-tings are held 

269 J,>ER CENT.! weekly, and the pastor .preaches on the 
Sern'ces .in the 'R~gular B:~tist first Sunday of each mont11 at the county. 

Church {)f Chath!alIll, whe·re Rev. W. N.· farm. The church is financed upon a 
CharI-to'l1 is ipas/tor, have recovered from pureily Scriptural plan. Bro. McCarr.ell 
the aJImosit inevit'able siJJump .that biots· U'S has two brothers who are preachers, Wm. 
some rt;iffi''e d'Uring the summeT. F.or in- of Cicero, Ill.; and Sam, of Battle Creek, 
stance, the attendance at the Bible Mich. 
Scho'ol was 7,2. ,on S'e¢em'be!l' 8th. A 
year ago it· was 27,-an increase of 269 
pet cent.! . ... ......... 
AN APPRECIATIVE PRESBYTERIAN 

Real beli'evers, who ·are Off God ·in 
birth, ·and tiherefore in relation, ,aippre
ciaJte .a scri,pltural ministry. For in
stance, 'a PreSlbylterian lady, 'WIh'0 .has 
been a regul!ar attendan.t a·t the Pap
ineauviUe. OhurclI, MCenbly lS>aid hOlW 
much she 'had enjoyed the mdnJistry of 
the Word under :the stud'ElJllts iW\h,()I .have 
served il;haJt field these JJa:SIt· years. Stu
dent-pastor W. Lempriere has been giv
ing a faithflUl ,testimony on this field. 

... ... ... ... 
IGNORING CHRIST. 

Some time ago we noted Ithe aibsence 
of any direct rei,erences to OU!l' Lord and 
Savi,our J eSluS Ohrist in :a recent oCOiPY 
of The ·Lesson Lea/let published by the 
United Gh>u:reh. Last night !We eX!am
ined ·the cO'PY of ,tihis lelflet IDo.r Sep
tember 8th, and ·our alarm was· in
creased. T.hrough.otuJt the Itwo IPIlges .of 
the lesson about Nehem-iah rebuilding 
the wa'lil of JerusaLem, Ohri·sIt is nat me'Il'
m,oned once mrootly ,or ind.irectly! God 
Is mentioned a ·few ·times. The'l'e are 
se'Ven :reifere1llCes ·to ".the churCh" and 
"y;our ehul'lCh." W,hen shall we have an 
end 'of meaningless 1P}8Ititudes' ,given in 
the name of rell.~gioIll? 

... ... ... ... 

*. * * ... 
MIDDLEVILLE. 

After serving .this chwrch for fil'ur 
years, Pastor W. A. Haggai, has resigried 
to take up work with the Park Str?et 
Gilspel Ta;bernacle at Kalamazoo. His 
resignation takes effect ·Aug. 11th. The 
village has only about one thousand pop
uRation, and the church about 35 me:ln
bers. ThE! church has us place of wor
ship and parsonage all paid for, and 
church services are well attended.. 'D,h-e 
Sunday ,school and y;oung peOiple's work 
is especially good and encouraging. The 
church is a live one, and is takiing steps 
to caiH a new pastor at once. 

'" *' * * 
STANTON • 

Pastor A. N. Fields, a:f.ter serving this 
church for four years, clo'sed his work 
with the last Sunday in July. Bro. 
Fields is aggreSsive, both as a pas~or 
and as an evangelist, and his was an ac
tive ministryhe'l'e. In addition to his 
own wO'l'k, 'he has maintained three :or 
four outside prea.ching appointments 
each week. The church has been giving 
an average of $1,600 a year for missions. 
It is not to be wondered at .that ten or 
twelve have gone out from this 'churCh I 

into. definite Christian service in the past 
ten years. TWo mO'l'e are planning.lto 
enter 'Moody's this falJ, and three n¢Xit 
falll. Many of the membe,rs are titheTs. 
The church has called Pastor Wm. B~r
kalow, of Nashville, Mich., and he !began 
his work here with the first Sunday in 

"ONLY 'SUFFERED'!" August.... * ... ... 
p.asto.rs .and :PeOipie 'WIho iIlM loyal to' GRAND RAPIDS. . 

the Book, appreciate the iellowshIDp of Fourteen ye~rs as pastor o.f one chur,ch 
our Union. One of them writes us' ,that is an unusual' record in these feveri,sh 
"it is nOlW a great joy to have .sUlCh real times. This is the record of Pastori 1. 
feI1ows·hip, after Itlte iPas/t tWo or three Van Westenbrogge w!th the Second Bap
Y'ears in the Old! Convention, which Ito tist 'Church, of this city. He be~ his 
one has Ibee,n anything hilt I1!hat, £or one fifteenth year Jully 1st. Bro. Van Wes- ' 
was '0.-"'" 'suffered'!" . . I . te t d . 

1JIl.. tenlbrugge IS I!oCtlve y In 'l'es e In I?t;0-
The cilurlch at Har.tio.rd may, nume:ri- moting the work of the Gull Lake BIble 

caJIly, be like the conoies, who are a feelble Conference each year. The church ma~n
folk, !but their Ho.me is, in fua Rook. tains the Clyde Park Missi{)n in the 
Indeed, the inr,OiaIds of an ollganization southwest parl of the city. This beg~n 
calil:ed "the Church of God," at a tiane as a mission Sunday school eight years 
when the ipa~ was 8Ibs'ent on sick ago.. Sunday evening prewching services 
leave, have <somewha.t weakened the and a weekly prayer meetjng are ma~n
cause. Then, too, several !Wii.thdrelW· tained here. The ,church recently had 
from ithe iChureh Wlhen it took a stand Bro. E. W. Ames, of the Moody Exten
with our Union. Nevertheless, dn sion Deparlment, .for a two weeks' evan
greater measure, 'be,caus'e of this, stand, gelistjc campai.gn.at the chlR'c:h, and .~o 
the Word .of God has free 'course. 'The weks at the mISSIon. As a dIrect result 
real streng.th o.f 'Ilhe chureh is Mlout of these meetings, eight or ten have f9D.
'ftlfty •. Berric'as .of wo.xship are held Sun- 'lowed Christ In baptism; and moo:e ,+re i 
d,ay mO!l'Iling and evenin.g, and a oom- expected. Two ,?f th~ ¥oung ladles.lof . 
bined you,ng PeOlPle's >and Prayer Meet- the chu.rch are In trammg for medIcal'. 
ing is held We'dlneslday nights,. missionary work. 
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-don Brown, Box 502, Orangeville, Onto 

* * * 
OUR CONVENTION. 

Plan to enjoy the fellowship and in
spiration of our Convention to '1!e held 
in the Shenstone -Memorial! Church, 
Brantford, Ontario, N ovem'ber 19-21 in
clusive. 

W. GORDON BROWN, Editor. 

is progressing. One young man re- Septemiber 30th; 1930. For the encour
sponded to the invitation on Sunday the agement of our readers, as well as for 
8th. Special prayer is requested for the their inf6rmation, we quote the follow
wife of Pastor ·H. W. Bower, who is in ing: 
a very critical condition in, the Ha..milton Topics suggested! for F.B.Y.P.A.meet:
General Hospitall, amt,alS'o for Miss Ruth ings for the year Octo'be:r, 1929, to Sep
Potter, of Hughson Street Church, whose tember, 1930. Four courses, as fol1oWSl: 
condiition is critical, too. I.-A course of study' of "The Tabe:r-

, * * * • nacIe", using as guide Joseph W. Kemp's 
ANNIVERSARY. book with above title. 

. There were capacity audiences at the 2.-A course of study of I Corinthians, 
* • * * Bay View ,Chureh for the anniversary using as a guide, "Modern Church Prob-

CENTRAL FINDS A HOME. celebratio~ on Sunday, September 8th, lems", by P. B. Fitzwater . 
. The minis.try of the Word in .central when our secertary, Rev. W. E. 'Atkin- 3.-A course on prayer, using as a 
Church, London, has Ibeen one of con- son, was the· special speaker. This text book, "His in a Life of Prayer", 
tinuous blessing. EspeciaJ.Iy since Rev. church plans to hold a series of meetings by Norman B. Harrison. 
Jas. McGinlay became pastor, the con- with the heJp of Rev. F. Kendal during 4.-A .missionary course-a presenta-
version of numbe·rs of men and women October.. tion of current missionary happenings of 
has been almost a weekly occurence. * * * * first interest to Fundamentalist Regu-
The blessing continues. Wi,tness the fact ANOTHER CONFERENCE. lar Baptists-as 'gleaned from The 
that on September 1st four professed The churches in sympathy with our Union Gospel Witness, and from The 
faith in Christ at the The·atre service, stand and located in the counties of Regular Baptist Call. And also a brief 
two of them Sunday School teachers, and Grey, Bruce and Huron are organizing .sketching of the life and labours of 
one a' d'eaconess, in a Presbyterian a Pastors' and' People's Conference. Adoniram Judson. For this course the 
church. The following Sunday seven They gathered on the 11th in the South text books should be: (1) A subscrip
came forward, among them a Doctor and End Church, Owen Sound, for this pur- tion for The Gospel Witness; (2) A sub
his wife. pose, meeting both afternoon and even- scription for The Regular Baptist Call; 

Mornin'g services at the· Merza Grotto ing. (3) "Judson the PioneeF," by J. Mer-
are crowded, and prayer meeting atten- * * * * vin Hull. A commtttee of about three 
dance, even during the month of August, WILKESPORT. persons is advis'ed to carry this course . 
has scarcely ever fallen .below seventy. The assistance of .the quartette, of the through the year. 

Now comes a building project! On First ~apitst Church of Pontiac, Michi- One study from each course in the 
the corner of Queens Ave. ,and Adelaide gan, was greatly appreciated at the an- above order is given e·ach month." 
St., in the Forest CIty, is what is known niversary services of the Wm~esport FoIlders conta..ini-ng the full course may 
as' the Howard Estate. Situated' amidst Church, where Rev. 'C. E. Scott is pastor, be obtained from Secretary S. L. White, 
many old oak trees is a large residence. on Sunday, September 1st. 77 Murray St., Brantford, Onto 
Although it cost some $67,000 to Ibuild * * * * ,* * * * 
it, many years ago, and although a deal A CROWD OF CATHOLICS. SAVED AT PRAYER MEETING. 
to ibuy it for government purposes at In conneCtion with the special! meet- Dou'btless' the ideal for the Christian 
$31,000 failed to materialize about a ings which Rev. W. S. WhitCombe, ('hurch is that it should be a house of 
year ago, Centrad Church have pUr- Pastor of 2nd Markham and Baker Hill salvation, where sinners maY' find 'the' 
chased 1!his unexcelled location for $23,- Baptist ·Churches, is holding on his form- Saviour at. any and every service. We 
OOO! But even with the price extra- er field! at Wes,tpox:t, where Student- are glad to hear that a young man was 
ordinarilly low, $23,000 is a great deal of pastor C. Slade has .been these· past two gloriously saved· lat 8: recent !Friday 
m'Oney, for a small church. The plan, summers, between two and three hun- night prayer ineeting in Al,ton, under 
however, is to pay $3,000 per year. The dred attended the open-a..ir meeting on the ministry' of Pastor W. H. Turner. 
Young People's Society 'have already Saturday, September 7th, and most of * * * * 
raised over $1,100 themselves, and the them were Roman Catholics. What an WANTED, A BICYCLE. 
who.J.e church have together collected opportunity! Onc of the pastors 'being assisterl by 
about $3,600. Of course, the purchase 'Of * * * * our Union in a country district is in 
the property is only the first step. Ex- BAPTISMS. need of a bicycle' for, his work. Who 
ten·sive alterations' at a cost of ·about Pastor A. F. Finlayson had' the great will supply it? Write our secretary, 
$15,000 must 'begin at once. According- joy of ·baptizing two people in, Mitchell Rev. W. ~. Atkinson, 337 Jarvis St., 
ly, the church .has called a special week Square on Sunday ·the 1st. One was Toronto 2, Ont. 
of prayer to ask the divine Banker fo'1' from the Sund'a'Y' School and the other * * * * 
the wherewithal" 'Central Church, one was the wife of the chu·rch ,clerk. THE MYSTERY OF'IT ALL. 
hundred per cent. behind the project,' * * * * "God moves in a mysterious way 
hope to be in their new home by Christ- NORTH BAY. His 'wonders' to perform." 
mas. They will have an aud'itorium Rev .. M. R. HaU, pastor of the First the dd, l:ymn says. Our missionary, 

• seating between eight and nine hundred, Baptist Church ·of Timmins, Ontario, P('v. A. J. Lewis, has, in the death by 
toge.ther with some twenty class· roo·ms. spent a few days in evan.gelistic work acciden·t of his little ,boy; found this 
It is'also planned· to e:rect a much larger in'Nor-th Bay. terribly true. The-following is an ex-
auditorium sometime in. the future. * * * * cerpt' from a personal letter,--one that 
Any of the Lord's stewards :who would PROFITABLE STUDIES. shows the faith and courage of this man 
like to have fellowship in this work may Study of the Word of God and the of God. 
write the Pastor, Rev. James McGinlay, way in which it fits into modern life, "To ,have Ism; my child'ren in His 
at 380 Dufferin Ave. . is of the utmost importance for our !hands, for Whom I :have ~eft all to come 

* * * * young people. We welcome, therefore, here, and :then Ito find such -an accidem.t 
HUGHSON ST., HAMILTON. the ~ud,y course of the F.B.Y.P.A .• of ha.pp~i~g, is VeJrY lPuzzling; yet I know 

In spite of the "trial" of the impend- Ontano al!-d Quebec. The full outlme that ~·t IS' .be'st, and.I do OO.t asik to see 
ing "tria}", the work of HUl1:hson Street covers tOPICS for October 1st, 1929, to Hi-s reaSlOln, lbeciause I 'Clan trust Him 

• 
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that A,lbni.ham's city, Ur, wa.s built \1pon tlte si.te. of 3: 
~ity that existed 'before' the Flood. This tradi"tion h'as 
now been verified beyond dispute. Theseexcavations 
are still going on, and the remains of a city that ex
isted in' the days of Noah, and with which he was 
probably well acquainted,. are now being brought to 
light. . 

What shall we say to these things now being un
folded in the sight of all men? Only last year Mod
ernis~ic philosophers I were scoffing at the Bihlical 
account of the F'lood.. A contemporary of yours, Mr. 
Editor, the official organ of a great Denomination, 
devoted a whole page to the crack-brained theory of 
some illustrious professor that the flood was only an 
exaggeration of a local flood that made the inhal;>itants 
raise their dwel'lings oli. piles to escape it! The build
~f the ark by Noah was. of course legendary! . This 
"making of the word of God of none effect" was, I 
noted with mingled grief and indignation, quoted with 
evident appreciation, and as a correct solution of the 
deluge recorded in the Holy Scriptures. Immediately 
after this, a report of Mr. \i\'oolley's ·discovery ap
peared in the. secular press. A doubt, however, existed 
as to its accuracy. This year, and \lI,rithin·the last few. 

months; all doubt has .been rer;noved. In the twelf.th 
chapter of Revelation we read of the serpent casting r 
out of his mouth water after a mystical woman, and 
of the earth helping the woman by .opening her mouth 
and swallowing up the flood which the dragon cast 
out of his mouth. The earth has, in this as well as in 
other instances, opened her mouth and swallowed up 
the vehemous flood of unbelief. of the Bible doubters. 
Ro'w ~we-il1spiringly true the word of God is! How 
little we believe it as we should. How sure are ~ts 
promises and its threatenings. Ur's magnificent but 
godless civilization has perished. So will London's if 
God be forgotten. May we ·believe God as Abraham 
did, be prepared to follow Him at all costs' as he dio; 
and then the blessing of Abraham shall come upon us, 
Gentiles; through Jesus Christ. For the great Seed, 
promised to that great father .of the faithful again:st 
hope believed in hope, and trusted in God, was J eSllS 
Christ our Lord. . 

Apologizing for the length of· this letter, but which 
I believe its subject warrants,. \ 

You,rs sincerely, 
W. T .. ANDRFJSS.· 

The Manse, Dalton, Devon. i 

(oal5 for tbt. ~Itar :tirt 
By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.D., Dean of Toronto Bapti5l; Seminary. 

Sunday; Sept. 22nd. Monday, September 23rd. life to-day is fun of Illlysrtery a~d he-

, . 
i 

Satisfied.- Psalm a:a:a:vi:1-12 Satisfied with God.-. Psal'ln a:a;a:vii:1-19 wildennent. We !C'annotsee :how things 
TheTe .is a rea'l sense in Wihreh we are are ;working. We do not know !the 

s·aItli.sfied in this Tesspect now. We can F,artJher's rpU:1"IPOSet' /S'ave Itltis, that Wte ,. Payson said, "OnCe 1 dTe'amed of 
being tr.ans'Ported to ·heave.n, .and being 
surpr-ised ,to find mYiself so caLm and 
tranquii' in the midst of ,my joy, 1 in
quired the cause. The Teply was: 
~W:he'n you !Were ·on ea"rtbh you resembled 
a bottle loot rpal'ltly filled wi·th water, 
wthich was ·agitated ,by the last motion, 
-now you are like the s'ame ,bobtle filled 
to ·the bri.m; which cannot !be .alis
tUl'lbed.' " "'satJiSlfied," yes; not omy 
will every faoolty ;00· filled to the fuU, 
but we shall then have a .perfect life. 
When M~,chael Angelo w'as doing Ihis 
beautiful w·or.k on thai!; magnJificent 
s-truclure, the Sisrtine Ohrarpel, you would 
not hav:e seen anything VeTY lovely. The 
noble 'al'ltislt laboured day after day in 
glowing ·colours, with ,ma·behles'S. sokill, 
bu.t what would you :have seen? You 
could :have 'seem rp'osts, iplanks, r.opes·, 

sling '. • should be "conior:med Ito !the image of 

. lime, . mortar, slOlP and dirt .. But when 
the scaffolding 'Was remOiVed with the 
rubbiSh and litlterandi wou then looked 
up dt ;w·ould be 'almost as if ,heav.en U
s'elf had ,been openedi asndo you had looked 
into its glorious coul'lts. What faces of 
beau,ty and magnificen,ce! Now t.he 
sc.a.1folding ds rup and the Masltm- Ar
tist's ,wOIr.k upon the spirit .is in prog
ress. By joy 'and s,onow, iby rprayer and 
His Iword by the influences of the sanc
W/ary, iby slllcces,s and failure, 'and by oa 
thous'and osthe!l' lex.pem·ences ·God ,is work
"ing upon us. "He will perfect that which 
conee·melth Illle." His rplan will be real
ized, 'and rus lJ)attea-n wrought out, ·and 
a scene ·of wond~l Ibeauty will ·be un
veiled, for He will lbe oadmired in all 
them that .believe, and we shall be sat
iSlfied 'as ,we !behold !the completed work. 

"1;lhou 0 Chrls-t art all 1 want, ~is Son". We say in faith_."We know 
More than ·aU in Thee 1 find." that 'a11 tMngs· wOTk t();gethe!r for goQd, 

But yet we are prone ,to mur.lJIJUr, and to them -that qove ·God, and to those who 
to ,aUow h8!l'd ,thoughrts .of H~om to ·enter. are the called Il'Ccorddnig ,to HiS' ;pur;pose." 
the mdfid. IOwr knO'Wledg·e of God' is Bu:t oDten we cannot see how reeitain 
mislty, ,clouded, and dsistant. There is thing.s wdH ;work for. good. 1 have my- . 
much within' IUS w~/ch dlims the vision,. seM sand S'ometimes': ",My Father, 1 can- .1 

and hinders' 'a full Tevelal!;i.on of God. not s'ee w·hat !poss~ble ,good this can 
Bu:t to see Hri.m !WIiLI pe enou·gh. The .work; but 1 f'811 'ba~k upon Thee' and 
re'ality of God ;wiU ibe ,bt;lyond our shigh- say, as my Maslter Slaid, 'Even so, 
eS/t dream -rn05l; ibeautiful.. We shall Farther, for so' it 'seemed go.od iII! TH'Y 
see Him as He ds, nart; as our poor minds sight'." -But, we sha:ll see-we shall 
conceive, not as ORlr UIllIbelJiesf misrerpre- s,ee the plan ·of God ,in its, fumess. Now, 
senlts rum. We .often ,misjudoge one 'an- all ,is d.ark ana. difficuLt; ,but then the 
other ibeocaus'e we do nart; usnderstand one mdsts wsiIl have !roBed 'away and we slillill 
another. o.UT knowledg.e is imp'erfect; be satisfied with aLl ,the ways of God. 
we sltand at too great a distaIl!Ce, and That vision will render all things clear, 
look 'at each other amid s,hadows and ando when the ,perfect plan 'is .seen, and 
sometimes in dense fogs. But if we the :purpos'es of God in regard to ol,ir 
knew ithe in,ner man, the hidden, :real lives 'are WTought ou,t, we shall .s:ay, 
Sl})irirt;, we should' often adtmire where "Beautiful! How ibea.utiful! 1 am Sat-
now we blame, and love where now we islfied!" • 
dislike. To look upon God as we shall 
see Hi,rn then wil~' ,be enough: All un
worthy' though!ts. 'WIin flee, .all . unlbelief 
will be removed ·and the sight of God 
will he near and full, and therefore we 
shall be satiSlfied. No longer wearied 
and ·perplexed with ,partial knO'Wledge 
and imperf'ect ~o-ve, we shan really see 
God, and seeing Him as He ,is we shall 
soay, ·here 1 rest froom ·all my wasnder
ings. 1 wiilI !travel sno further, here win 
1 .dswe'l.l for eJVe!l'. 1 am sRJtis.:fied,. 

Tuesday, September 24th. 
Satisfied with the ways 0/ God.-

. Psalm la:a:a:i:1-16 
Weare in rthe ':time of conflict nOlW; 

the days of disc'ipI.ine .and rtmal. Our 

Wednesday, September 25th. 
Sa.tisfied when a1IJake.- Psa41n a:vii:1-15 

"I shoaU ibe satisfied, when 1 awake!" 
There is the awakening f.rom spiritual 
sleep. We read osf .the three ddsci'P1es 
who were with JeslUS' u:p.on rthe transl-' 
figuration' Illlount, th·at "when they we're 
awake they saw His glory". Sometimes 
Indifference or troulble oppresses the 
soul, and :the dJisctple's' of ·our Lord faJl 
inrto a state of slulJlllbeT; ·gloom settles 
doWn upon thellll, until some i81wakening 
influence comes. That awakening may 
come I\!hrough some startliing exIperience, 
or some mdghty gift of SJPhituoal !power; 

(Continued on page 1'5.) 
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have the love of the truth that shows itself in good 
.works which God hath ordained that. we' should walk 
in ·them; for some receive the word with joy, and yet 
.do not bring forth tne fruit of it with .patience, as ap
.pears f.rom the parable of the sower. True faith works 
.by love, and purifies the heart to the unfeigned lov.e of 
the brethren. The Scriptures are not more express in 
anyone thing than in pointing out the vanity of our 
'saying we have faith while we have not works, "Why 
caB ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
I say"? However we may talk about our comforts, 
.feelings, and experiences, however confident· we may be 
.of our love to the truth, ~hile we are receiving it with 
joy, the Scripture plainly shows us we have not re
ceived the love of the gospel if it go rio further than 
the word and the tongue. Unfeigned faith shows it
self, not in a fruitleSlS, but in a labour.ing love, mani
fested toward Christ's name in ministering to the saints, 
and, in patient suffering with them that suffer for His 
name. 

Nor can we have the full assurance of hope by calling 
to m-ind any work of faith or lo-pe 'Which 'We may think 
'We have formerly wrought; unless weihe continuing stead
.fastly in it, and unless this rememibrance influence us 
to diligence in that work of faith aqd love, "For he 
that endureth to the end shall be saved". The apostle 
bids the wavering Hebrews, who had !been iUuminated 
and employed in the labour of love, fear, lest they should 
.come short of the promjsed rest through unbeI.ief; and 
:calls them to give all diligence in the work and labour 
.of love, to the fun assurance of hope, to. the end. So 
.that you see it is only by the "work of faith, and labour 
of love~ and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ," 
that we can any 'Way know our election of God. 

I know there are many who account almsdeeds and 
these labours of love wnich I have been insisting on, 
as a low evi·dence of faith, in comparison of the im
pressions they feel on their hearts by the' power of the 
Word (or of some eminent preacher) ; !but they do not 
.duly consider that faith without works is dead, and that 
to hear the 'Word with the greatest fet;lings, without the 
practice of pure and undefiled religion, is to hear it and 
not do' it, and so to deceive ourselves. The influences 
.of the Spirit upon men's minds. by the word (which are 
.all that many have ·to show for the fruits of the gos-

o pel) are but like the pains taken with ground, 'by dress
ing and watering, to make it fruitful. But the saving 
influences of the gospel are distinguished from the com~ 
mon by the fruits, even the praGti·ce of "pure and un
defiled religion" by 'I'work of faith, and laJbour of love". 

'the sealing work' of the Spirit, witnessing, et cetera, 
is the consequence of our bringing forth fruit in obey
ing the commandments of the Lord Jesus, whi'ch is far 
more rare and uncommon than the first influences, that 
are only like watering and dressing the g~ound to render 
jt fruitful. 

I t is most certain that wvthout faith in the blood of 
the S01t of God, through 'Whom alone God is a.ccesible 
to a sinner, it is impossible· to please Him with any works 
. whatever,· hut the faith by whi·ch we know the only true 
God and 'come to Him through Christ's blood, the-aton
ing Sacrifice,. shows itseLf in wOl'ks of mercy and 
laJbours of love,' which are sacr·ifices 'of thanksgiving 
offered by him, well pleasing to God, and of a sweet 
smell and savour. 

Let us then beware of a vain confidence of our in
terest in Christ; let us show our faith :by its fruits; 
let us go forth by the footsteps of the first Chl'istians ; 
and let us give all diligence in the "'Wol'k of faith, and 
la!bour of love, and patience of hope in ou'r Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the sight of God and our Father" ; and then, 
Hke the Thessalonians, we shall corne to know our· 
eledion.of God; which yet.we all may do. May God, 
of His i~finite mercy, grant this, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 

ABRAHAM'S CITY AND THE FLOOD. 
(Continued from page 2.) 

manship is exquisite. Many of these are being sent 
to the British 1\1useum, .under whose auspices Mr. 
'Voolley and ~is colleagues are working. 

A most interesting description was given of the 
great temple of Ur, dedicated, I believe, to the moon, 

. and which stood for nearly fifteen hundred years, and 
which was in the zenith of its glory in Abraham's 
time. The patriarch' must have been well acquainted 
with it, and dou:btless had often witnessed 'its g-ol;'geous. 
ritual and ceremonial. What faith he must have 'had 
to fo~sake all this to worship in spirit and in t~uth, 
without these external aids to the senses, the invisible 
God! . 

The finding of the great "Death Chamber" adjoin
ing- the royal tombs was graphically described. Whole
sale. human sacdfices were customary when the 
monarch died. But in this Death Chamber lay the' 
bodies of sixty-eight queens, side by side, in perfect 
order. attired with bejeweled headgear and costumes,' 
dressed as if for a bridal feast. The remarkable feat
ure about them, however, was th~t there was no sign 
of violence or agitation. They had simply lain down, 
and died with the utmost composure. Could the ·gases 
of, the lethal chamber 'have been I known 'by these 
ancient Summerians or Chaldeans? It would seem 
so. Abraham, like Paul, was a citizen originally of 
"no mean city". '. 

But Mr. \Voolley reserved to the last the greatest 
discovery of all. He narrated how carefully the foun
dations of the ancient city were excavated. Down and 
down the diggers went, unearthing old remains long 
before the time of Abraham, till at last they carne to 
what appeared to be virgin soil. . They reached the 
solid clay. Then the weary lalbourers stopped work. 
"We have reached the bottom at last", they said, "it 
is useless d~gging any -deeper." Levels, however, were 
taken by the explor·ers, and! these were fo~nd not to 
agree. with the surroundingcot!ntry. Orders were 
accordingly given to the diggers to dig deeper still. 
Protesting it was useless, they obeyed. After going 
through eight feet' -of solid undisturbed clay, they 

. ·again came to rubble, and then beneath this, fresh 
foundations and the remains of an older -city! What 
was the explanation? .There is only one. T).1e Flood! 
Nothing but a deluge of the most unparaloleled mag
nitude and force could possibly 'have buried the former 
city with that solid strata ·of clay deposit so deeply . 

Mr. Woolley frankly confessed. he nad never be
lieved the Biblical account of the deluge, and so his 
testimony is all the more striking. He could not. but 
give it, with these plain and overwhelming evidences' 
before his very eyes. It has always been the tradition 

... 
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other even 'as He loved them; and it is plain from 
my text that. they were distinguished from the' begin
ning by their obedien:ce to this command. The Scrilp
tures of the apostles are full of exhortations to' it, and 
they everywhere direct Christians in the out·ward 
expressi.ons and practice of· that love which is their 
obedience to the gospel. 

The commandment to love one another is for the trial 
.of faith as the most native and peculiar fruit of it. For 
.those only unfeignedly believe the gospel who receive 
it in the love of it; and they 'Who do so, love one another 
for the truth's saike which dwelleth in them, even as 
Jesus gave them commandment: "A new command
ment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as 
I have loved you, that ye also love one andther." His 
love, in laying down H.is life for them, is the spring 
of their love one to another; as helieving in His name, 
they love one another after His example. And all the 
motions and outward expressions of this love that is 
peculiar to believers are influeneed by His authority 
in His commll;ndment, for, cherishing ·this love, the 
whole Christian church order is f.ramed. The chief 
business o'f Christians' in their assemib);i:n:g together, 
in their preaching, in their' exhortations and discip
line, is to promote and strengthen their love to Jesus 
and to one another. 

In this labour of love did the church of the Thes
salonians a;bound. They were diligent in the exercise 
of brotherly. love in aU its branches, and by thei'r con
tinuing . steadfastly in the "w.oflkdf faith, and laJbour 
of love, and pa:tience of hope· in our Lord Jesus Christ", 
the apostle was well assured of their election of God. 

IV. 

chos·en of God "to salvation through sanctifi;catio'n of 
the Spirit and belief of the truth: the·reunto· he called 
you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the .glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

V. . 
From what has been said WE OUGHT TO BEWARE Ol" AN 

ILL-GROUNDED CONl"JDENCE AND VAIN PRESUMPTION OF 
.OUR INTEREST IN CHRIST, instead of the assurance of 
,hope; we ought to give lthe more earnest heed to the 
grounds of th'is assurance as they are stated 'in the Sc!iP
tures, lest we deceive our.selves, or be deceived by oth
.ers, in a matter of such importance. 

Now, it is evident, not only from the words of my 
~ex.t, but from the whole tenor of S'Cripture, that the as
S14rance of our inter.est in Christ cannot arise from any 
feelings, impressions, or illuminations, 'Which we may 
!ta~le from the Word of God; because these are common 
to them that are saved, and them that perish. Our Lord 
.Himself said enough to undeceive us in this matter in 
.His para,ble of the sower,. from which we may perceive 
.that the saving faith is d~stinguished from those that be
.lieve for a' time by bringing forth fruits, "some an hun
dredfold, some sixty-fold, some. thirtyfdld". The same 
~hing is evident from what He says in His semlon on 
the mount, where, having called us to beware of false 
prophets, and to know them 'by their fruits, He says, 
"Not everyone that saith unto me, .Lord, Lord, shaH 
.enter "into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the. 
will of my Father which is in heaven". The Apostle 
,Paul plainly signifies that the highest gifts may !be without 
charity or saving faith, w.ithout which they cannot profit 
him who exercises them in the most eminent manner,
yea, he supposes that he might 'preach the gospel to oth-

Another sign or proof of their bein·g chosen to ers, and yet be a castaway. And the several instances 
'eternal life was their "patience of hope'''. Faith is the of apostacy among the first professors of the faith, with 
-parent of hope, as well as love. All that have the .all the apostolic exthortations to perseverance, a;bundantly 
spirit of faith, hope to share with Chri·st as joint- .show, that feelings and exper.ience, as they are· called, . 
heirs in His kingdom. They hope for His coming, are not necessarily connected with eternal life ; and there
having His reward with Him, to give to everyone of fore cannot be the ground of the true assurance of hope. 
them according to his W'ol1ks of faibh and laJbour of The apostle in the. sixth chapter of the epistle to the 
love. They are encouraiged in" the. ""[ork of faith, Hebrews signifies that men may be illuminated, taste of 
and la'bour of love", and suffering for the truth, by the heavenly gilf.t, be made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
the joy that is set before them: "Being justified by and taste the good word of God,. and the powers of. the 
.faith," they rejoice in hope of the glory of God. world to come; and 'after all falll away irrevocably, and 

Moreover, when they are called to enclure sufferings .be as ground often rained on, bringirig forth briers and 
.and afflictions for tbe truth, they ha.ve need of patience. thorns, 'whose end is to 'be cursed. And then he shows . 
Therefore, Ja;mes says, "Let pa.tience have her pe1"'fect .the proper fruits" and effects of faith: "But, beloved", 
work, that ye may be per.£~ct and entire, wanting nollh- .says he, "we are persuaded better thirigs of you, and 
ing". Patience' in suffering for Christ, and consolation things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak" 
py the following glory, are the great scope of the Scrip- ---'why?-"For God is not unrighteous to forget your' 
tures of the prophets, and the gospel, preached by the .work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward 
a.postles with the Holy Ghost sent dowri from heaven, his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and 
dedarjng the sufferings 0'£ Jesus with His fol~owing :do minister. And we desire ,that everyone of you do . 
glory, and calling us to suffe'r with Him that we may .shew the same\..diJ.igence to the full as'surance of hop"e 

. be glorified t01gether, is wholly a doctrine of patience .. unto the end: that ye be not slothful, hut .followers of 

.and consolation. So th3.lt God mani;fested in the gospel .them who through faith and patience inherit the prom
is styled, "The God of patience and consolation." The .ises". Thus true chari.ty or love shows itself, and thu::; 
kingdom of Christ is called "a kingdom of patience". .it wiltl appear in the judgment at the last day (Matthew, 
And they who 'believe to be justifieq. by Christ's pati- ,chapter 25), where we see works of mercy and alms
ence, and look for the glory following His suffe·rings, . deeds expressly connected with that eternal life which 
must "arm themselves with the same mirid" to suffer was given us in Christ Jesus. '. 
with Him Who "hath suffered fcir them ~n the flesh". Again, it is evident from my text that we cannot be 

From these frui'ts. and evidences of faith in the confident of Christ's having died for. us, merely by re
Thessa.Jonians the apostle concludes that they had' flect·ing on the soundness of our belief, or on any acting 
aHained to the full assurance of hope·; and were . of. our souls that we may take to be {ai.th, urrless we 
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that believe In Jesus vVho was q.elivered for the 
·offences and raised again for the justification of all 
sorts of sinners without difference. 

, II. 
This testimony that we beli~ve concerning the eter

.nal1ife which God hath given tliS in His Son, Whom He 
raised from the dead, MUST INFLUENC:E US ·TO LovE GOD. 
01lr faith 'must become)n us a new principle of obed
ience; it must be distinguislied by its peculiar fruits 
and effects-that is, it must work good works, for 
"faith without works is dead". There is no other way 
()If distinguishing the faith of him who believes to the 
savipg of the soul, from the faith of him who believ·es 
only for a time-no other way ,of making our calling 
and election sure, than by what the apostle here calls 
the ,"work of faith", . in which the Thessalonians 
abounded. 

The patriarch AJbraham was a, liveZ,:., insta·nce of the 
Un'ork' of faith", as appears from his obedience when' 
God ,cOimmanded him to sacrifice his .son: "He that 
had. received the promises, offered up hi'S o~ly begot
ten, olf whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed 
be called". This command .which he OIbeyed was not 
only extremely cross to his great aff,ection for his only 
Isaac whom he -loved, bult it also appeared quite in
consistent with the promise whioh he had received, 
"In thy seed shall all the nation'S Qif the earth be 
'blessed", for' the promise was this. "In Isaa~ (not 
Ishmae'!) shall thy seed be caned." Now if Isaac died 
childless, according to the command to sa'crifice him, 
how should the promises be pemorme'd? His fai>th 
had sUl1mounted th~ gtreat d~fficulty o,f "his own body 
naw dead", and the deadness of Sar.ah's wom'b, but 
here a command comes from God, in direct opposition 
·to the-promises. No,w Albraha.m had the same auth
ority and evidence for .dbeying this, comman'd, that 
he had for believing the' promises, so that if he re
fused to obey the command it wa's a plain proof that 
he reje'cted the promises ; .. yea, if he ,doUlbted the com
mand, he stagger,ed at the ,promises through unlbelief. 
Thus 'Was Abraham's faith tried! And.so is our faith 
of the gospel tried by the commands of the gospeL 
For the gospel calls all its profesS'ors to seM-denied 
oIbedience; When God commands, He will be dbeyed. 

The account of Abraham's faith is really very ex
tr.aordinary. How trying must his son's que.stion 'be 
to him !-"Behold", says Isaac, "the fire and' the wood: 
'burt: where is the lamlb for the burnt offel'ing?" Oh, 
what .a cutting question was this, to the aged parent! 
Isaac saw the preparations for a sacl"'ifice, but nothing 
to be sacrificed. He little knew that he was carry
'ing the wood prepared, lor burning himself, and his 
father the fire to kindle it with" and the knife to slay 
him; and therefore he ·enquired of hisAather for the 
sacrifice. Oh, how must this make Aibtaham's bowels 
yearn over his dear son!, How must it rouse up all 
his affacti'on for him! And not only so, but, one 
would suppose, it must naturally cause this reflec
tion to arise i!1 his mind: ",God. promised that the 
Mes'siah would spring from my loins vViho was to 
bless all nations; but alas! where now is the promised 
Seed, that great Sacrifice Who, iby redeeming from. 
the curse, is to bring many sons unto glory?" I say 
it was very natural for Albraham to reflect, thus. for 
he 'could not see how that Seed should com!' ·;f 11'2·Y 

• 

were slain; so, that sacrificin1g Isaac was' like sacri
ficing all hi~ hopes in this world, and in the world to. 
come. If Abraham had consulted with flesh and blood, 
this ,vas enough to stop him in his journey, though 
he had already proceeded in it two days; but even in 
this situation, when he was at his wits' end, and could 
see no furt'her a'bout the' sacrifice, yet his faith. pre
vailed against the temptation, as a:ppears from his 
anSlWer to his son'!? question in these words, "My son, 
God will provide himself a l'amb for a burnt offering." 

In this faith he proceeded t9 offer Isaac his son 
upon the altar. Thus we see. how faith wrought "with 
his wonks". He offered up his son by faith, "account
ing tJhat God was able to raise him up 'even from the 
dead"; for his faith in the promise of that Seed, the 
L'amlb of God that taketh away the sin of the world, 
did, from the first, ovel:t'hrow every objection that 
could be raised' 'against it. Thus we also see how 
excellent a pattern Albrahalm .was olf ,vhat the alp'ostle 
here cans the "work of faith". . 

'When the Gentiles received the word of the apostles 
as the worel of God it wrought effectually in them, for 
,they showed their readiness to k~ep the sayinQs of Jesus, 
and do whatsoeve1' J-I e commanded them. This will 
more fully appear from a view of the character here 
given of the Thessalonians. ' 

The Thessalonians had received the word of the 
gospel "in much affliction". They met with great 
opposition, and were eXiposed to severe persecuti(Hls 
fOir the sake of the truth which they professed. In 
their situation, then, there was great necessity fOl; the 
"work of faith". And in this they 3lbounded, as ap
pears from several passages in this epistle. So illus
trious was their faith that they became examples to 
all·the churches around them, "F'or from them sounded 
oU,t the word of the Lord, not only ,in Macedonia and 
Achaia, .but also in every pl'~ce their faith to Godward 
was spread al~road." Their faith produced good 
work's, as its proper fruilts and e,vidences. They 
abounded in works of mercy and alms-deeds t9 all 
men, but. especially to the household of faith. 

Moreover, the'), man,ifested their willingness to suffer 
for Christ, and endure all those pensocutions, and that 
Contradiction of ·sinners, which attested the profession 
of the truth. And so it 'Was t'halt '''the trial of their faith 
'was much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 
though it was tried with fire; for it would be found 
to honour and pra·ise ~l11d glory at the appearing of 
J estl's Ohrist." . 

The Thessalonia,ns .also showed great subje~tion to the' 
divine a,ttth.orit~, in revelation, trembling at God'is vVord 
as Jesus did before them. They despised human .cus
toms, traditions, and institutions; and kept close to the 
revealed will of God. "Ye are my friends," says' 
Jesus, "if ye do whatS'oever I command you"; "if a 
man love me, he will keep my words . . . he' that 
loveth me not kee.peth not my sayings"; '~He that 
saith he a'bideth in hilm ought himseH also so to walk, 
even a~ he waltked.'~ 

III. . 
The second proof which the Tthessaronians gave of 

their election was the "l'a~)our of love". Love is the, 
native fruit and proper evidence qf unfeigned faith, 
for faith worketh 'by love. Our Lord's commandment 
to ~is follO'wers in'the faith is that they love one an-


