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"Is There Any Taste in the White' of' an Egg?" 
. A Toro.nto evening paper, in a recent editorial note, ture witliout discussing the controversy. He could 
called attention to the violation of the rules of the not preach on the Atonement without discussing the 
Canadian Clubs by· the Right Honorable Winston, controversy. He could not expound the scriptural 
Churchill, Ex~ChancelIor of the British ~chequer. doctrine of .human depravity, or its corollary, the 
Mr. Churchill dared to discuss pofitics at a luncheon necessity· for regeneration by the power of the Holy 
of the Canadian Club o.f Toronto, and it is a rule with Ghost, without discussing the controversy. In fact, 
the Canadian CI~bs, and a recognized practice whether it would. be impossible for 'him to discuss any 
a rule or not with most of the service cIuibs, that fundamental of the faith without, at the same time; 
religion and politics must not be discussed by any discussing the denominational controversy. E,(ery 
guest of the club who is asked to deliver an address. Rastar knew ther,e were people in his congregation 
The Toronto paper in question congratulated Mr. Whose own convictions of truth were such that if 
Churchill on having smashed the rule to smithereens, they had kn<;>wledge 'Of the issues .involved, they would 
and expressed the hope that other speakers would be sure to take sides against the denominational 
follow his example; giving as its reason for doing so leaders in 'their support' of Professor Marshall and ' 
the fact that ~hen speakers are forbidden to discuss McMaster University. Therefone these hard-pressed' 
matters of such vital interest as religion and politics, pastors must Sll-Y nothing about these things in order, 
their speeches are without any positive flavour except to keep the controversy out of their churches. 
in the 'sense that they l?ecome a positive b:are. No doubt the course required of Home Missio'n 

The psychology of this observation is worth study- pastors was adopted by many others. To our certain 
ing. Of course the reason for such practice by the knowledge it was so. Thus they kept the controversy 
clubs referred to is to avoid all controversial subjects. out of their churches, but with what result? 
Speeches from which every controversial element is With what result to themselves? When the Word 
eliminated are likely to remind one of Job's enquiry. of God has thundered at th'e .pastor's.conscience again 
"Can that' which is un savoury be eaten without salt? and againl demanding that he be the mouthpiece of 
or .is there any taste ·in the. white of an egg?" . its rebukes and admonitions, and he refuses to allow , 

We have been informe.d from many quarters that the Scripture to utter itself through him, how must 
the public services in many of the Baptist churches such suppression of conviction and such stultification' 
of the old Convention of Ontario and Quebec are of manhood react upon himself? It is not possible 
becoming 'as tasteless and lisltless and lifeless as the tha't a pastor, consenting to such restrictions, should 
average so-called "'service club" luncheon. That is continue to "grow in 'gra'Ce and in the knowledge of 
not because the preachers are without, ability; but our Lord and SaviQur Jesus Christ". . 
the Home Mission Board set th~ e~a:mple two or three And what effect has this muzzling of the' pulpit had 
years ago when they irpplicitly forbade the pastors upon the people? The people who have been the 
of every Home Mission church to discuss the de- burden-bearers .of the churches, the spiritually vital 
nominatioRal controversy. members of the churches, have missed their necessary 
. Think what that meant to a pastpr, Every time he food, because the very things which the preachers 
sat in his 'study, with a view to preparing his message omitted from their messages were the truths which 
for Sunday, he had to ask himself the question, Will . every truly regeneratedsotil requires for his 0susten­
this 'be likely to lead to a discussion of the con- ance. Not being' quite sure what was the matter' 
troversy? And if it was, he had to put that message many of these godly people have foune themselve; 
aside. He could not speak of the authority of S~rip- spiritually hungry. 'As they' have enquired the cause 
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· 'of it, they have discovered that their pastor was not 
· giving them the vital elements of the gospel. 

Thus, while the pastors may have succeeded in 
.keeping one controversy out of the churches they have 
-succeeded in introducing' another controversy far 
more dangerQus to themselves than that in which the 
Denomination was engaged. . There is not a minister 

·of the Ontario and Quebec Convention who ·can 'sup-
· port the policy of the Convention without permitting 

himself to be shackled in his conduct and muzzled in 
his speech. . 

. Worldly men of large we~lth, especially those of 

'. 

them who are not over scrupulous in . their means of 
increasing their wealth, will be likely to give large 
sums· to universities and colleges that will turn out 
'ministers taught to avoid all controversy. But those 
who know the joyful sound, and who have an appetite 
for the Word af God, will miss the heavenly manna, 
and will insist on going where it can be obtained. If 
anyone questions the accuracy of this appraisal of 
present conditions in the churches of the Old Con­
vention of Ontario and Quebec Jet them 'pay a visit 
to one or .two of them, and they 'Yill discover how 
appetizing a dish an ·egg without a yolk or salt can be! 

Welcome to Our Fellowship,.Editor·Orson P. Jones 
Some weeks ag9 we published an article ·entitled, if we 

mistake not, "An Editor Takes 'a Vacation". Editor 
Orson P. Jones, of Faith and Fellowship, published in 
San Diego, had just issued the tifty-se'cond nu~ber of 
his paper, and indicated that he was rather tired, and 
that he was not sure that Faith and Fellowship would 
reappear. We expressed the hope that he would get 
ba·ck to work, for we did not believe he needed a 
vacation! He has evidently accepted our suggestion 
because we have before us number three of volume 
two. 

As'a sample of Mr. Jones"writing we publish below 
an article from the issue of August 20th entitle4, 
"Troubles and Tasks". It illustrates Mr. Jones" 
usual penetration. He ha:s ability to get to the heart 
of a problem such as is possessed by few men. . 

We say, .Amen, to Mr. Jones' article. Institutions 
and organizations which -·depend for their supp~rt 
upon denominations or ·churches of denomintations 
have no right to reJuse to carry' a share of their 
hurdens. There are interdenominational organizations 
which would pass out of existenc·e' in a month were it 
not for the support the denominations give them. In 
the vegeta'ble and animal world things which subsist 

· upon some living organism, receiving everything and 
giving nothing, are called parasites. We would not 
apply that ugly name to such institutiop.s as Biola 
because they do give ba:ck to the denominations 
in the torm of trained workers, pastors, missionaries, 
and others, something of what they receive. I 

. But we like Brother Jones' .designation, "Fellowship 
tasks." And, by the way, we urge all our readers to 
subscribe to Faith and Fellowship. Editor Jones makes 
a special offer for August,-:....the paper for a year for 
SOc. We are not going to advertise it. at that rate. 
Indeed, we are writing this. without Brother Jones' 
knowledge· or conse,nt. But no one hal? a right to 
accept a paper like Faith and Fellowship for 50 cents. 
And .• furthermore, Brother Jones will find if he offers 
it fOI;" SOc for the first year,' when he goes back to the 
regular price a great many of his subscribers will think 
he has increased the subscription rate. -We suggest 
.therefot:,e that our re:rders send to B1-ot~er Jones a 
'list of names, and send him at least $1.00 for every 
name. The article we pU'blish below is worth a dollar 
of anybody's money. We hope hundreds of our 
readers will subscribe for 'Faith and Fellowship. , 

TROUBLES AND TASKS. 

Orson P. Jones. 
In the Pre·sidlent's greeting, W. P. White of the Bible In­

stitute 'Of Los Angeles ma'kes this 'Optimistic announcement: 
"We shaH take no part in denominational troubles." , 

Joy be! Faith and Fellowship goes a step further and 
suggess a law against all denominational troubles. It will' 
be some trouble to ,get it ;passed and there will be minor 
troubles in· enforcing it 'but think 'Of the benefits to fol!l~w! ' 

What is a Denomination? 
There i~ nothing ~vil albout a name.' Every reader of 

Faith and Fellowship has a name. Every store and busi­
ness house has a name. Any important group or fellowship 
'Of Christians will eventually receive a name. Any group 

·that carries a·name ,is a 'denomination. And that's that. 

What Are Troubles? 
The farmer contends against troubles: weeds infest his 

garden: !bugs attack his fruit: cattle break down the fences: 
and neighbors are sometimes mean. After alil, is not the 
word "troUibles'" simply a contemptuous name for work. 
The :business 'man contenQS against l).ard times, inefficient 
help and 'stiff com,peti~on. He pays high wages to get men 
to 'h.elp him meet his' "troubles". When we feel grouchy, or 
weary, or discouraged, we call the ordinary duties of life 
"~roubles" and reach for the martyr's crown. There are 
home trOUIbles, buSiiness troubles, church troubles, and 
troubles in the larger fellowships called "den~minations." 
W'hen we wish to ;pass a disagree8)ble job 'On to 'someone else 
we call it "trouble" and pass 'by on the other side of the road. 

Farming Troubles. 
A beautiful farming country isa joy to beh'Old. It takes' 

good fllrming to produce bounteous crops. Industry and 
courage are mainsprings of the business. Spiritual harvests 
on our denominational farms can 'Only be produced. wh~re 
there' is brave, courageous faith. Of late, our denominational 
farms have produced .poor crops. The yield per acre has 
fallen off and the quality is deplorable. Too many farmers 
are "preaching the truth in love" (for the weeds). Every­
bodly is calling t'he work "Difficulties" and tasks! are norw 
"troubles". Weeds are taking the land and it is hard to tell 
where the farm leaves off and -the wilderness 'begins. Under 
such cand~tions it is natural to want to abandon the farms 
and: m'Ove to town. But troubles f'Ollow rig>b.t into town and 
we are already conslilering the abandonment of the cities. 
on accou'nt of high taxes. The next step will be a raft on 
the Pacific and fish for a living. And all Ibecause we insist 
on calling work "trou'bleE\". When "denominational- troubles" 
,become "feJlowship tas'ks" there will be some reapi>ng. 

Fellowship Should Match Faith 
For twenty years we have seen men contendIng for the 

faith who have refused to contend! for a scriptural fellow­
ship. The results are before us'. Fundamentalist preachers 
working in modernist fel'lowII'hips! Loud-speaking concern-, 
ing the old-time faith! Silen·t concerning the men and in-
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More About Roman Noses 
. In our issue of July lIth we referred to a paragraph 
in The Oregon Baptist Bulletin, which we were informed 
was written by "Rev. W. T. Milliken, M.A., D.Sc., 
·Ph.D., D..D., Th.D., ,who is D'irectorof Religious 
Education for Oregon, and the Dean of the Western 
Baptist Theological Seminary next Sept~"tnber." In 
this paragraph Dr. Milliken intimated that he did not 
like Roman noses. In reply to this, among other 
things, 'we said: 

"W'e are sorry Roman noses are so offens,ive 
to Dr. Milliken. We wonder if grapes are sour t 
Will someone p}.ease 'send us a photograph of 
~ur critic so that we may judge?" 

We have just received two prints of Dr. Milliken 
of the same sort, We suppose this. photograph is a 
good one, and may 'be taken as showing Dr. Milliken 
as' he now appears. We have never seen him, so we 
are grateful for this photographic introduction. He 
is really rather a good looking man! But the 
extraordinary thing about it is that he would pass 
for a twin hroth~r of Dr. H. C. Wayman, deposed 
President of Des Moines University. If there is any­
thing in physiognomy-call it- art, or pseudo-science, 
of what you like:-the Western Theological Seminary 

_ may some day be very sorry thilt it did not elect to 
the Deanship of the Institution a man with a Roman 
M~! . . . 

As the person or person~ who sent us the portraits 
of Dr. Milliken (for they came in two s·eparate 
envelopes) is or are unknown 'to us, we take this 
opportunity of sayi.ng, Thank yqu; .for we pres.ume 
they are readers of The Gospel Witness, otherwise they 
might not have known of our desire to possess a 
portrait of Dr. Milliken. .. 

We think there is little doulbt that the grapes are 
sour! , 

A WORTHLESS PLEA. . 
Orson P. Jones. 

Marlin CoI~on and Lee Cochran, former rum runners and 
high-jackers, held up ~ money car in San Diego, killed the 

two guards . and obtained $85,000, nearly all of which was 
in checks. The money was enroute from ·Agaa Caliente to a 
local' ,bank. Agaa Caliente is a gilded gambling resorl near 
Tia Juana, Mexico. Presumably the money car was carry­
ing o~e dilly's rec~pts. 

Both bandits were captured a few days later. Cochran 
promptly confessed. ,Cols'on refused to speak and for weeks 
feigned unconsciousness. Attorneys entered a plea of guilty 
of First Degree Murder for Iboth of them. As they were 
about to be senltenced: Colson :broke his silence and made a 
dramatic ,plea in 'W,hich he assumed the entire guilt, asked 
for the death pena:lty for 'himself, and that the court spare 
the life of his companion in the crime. 'l'hese are 'his words • 
as reported in the San Diego Union. 

A Dramatic Plea . 
. "Your Honour; I beg'of you to spare the life of Lee Cochran .. 

. As 'an act of ·human kindness to a fellow man, I ask you to 
put the blame for this atrocious cri.me upon my shoulders 
and spare the· man I love, ·Cochran. I ,beg of the court that 
I b~ put to death. I want to d'ie and therebY pay i~ full my 
debt to society. Society has :been outraged by this crime 
for which I am responsitble. I haye no desire to live. AT 
THE SAME TIME I WISH TO MAKE THIS SACRIFICE 
FOR LEE COCHRAN, a man who is loved by all wIio know 
him. , . -
. "So, Your Honor, I beg of you to 'sentence me to death, 

an end which I earnestly desire. -But please, Your Honor, 
spare the life of thiS' hoy, Lee Cochran, who knew not what 
he did." 

Plea Unavailing. 
The following day, Judge ·C. N. !A.ndrews passed sentence 

upon Cochran, first, in these words: "Under the law and with 
the power in-vested in me as judge of the court, I sentence 
you to pass the rest of your natural life in prison." 

. . Changed His Mind. 
After sentenciug Cochran, the judge asked Col'Son' if he 

. stiH desired the death penalty. After a pause, Colson said 
he would leave the matter to· the discretion of the court. 
He received a life sentence. Think of all the flowers he would 
have received; the letters from sentimental ladies; the news­
paper notoriety; think of the pleas' for executive clemency 
that would have -been madle to the gov.ernor, if the judge had 
listened to 'his plea and allowed 'him to assume thegailt 
a~d go to the gallows for his friend, Lee Cochran I 

Who Can Die For Others. 
This brings us face to face With the great doctrine of the 

'atonement, in the BNJle. The gospel is stated. by Paul in 
these 'words: "How that Christ died! for our' sins according 
to the scriptures". The man who is truly a preacher of the 
gospel, is constantly telling the 'World of One who died in our 
place for our sins. Nothing else is t.he gospel.- A person 
who hears, believes and accepts this One who died for our 

, sins, :i8 a .Christian. No one else is. 
A Sinless Saviour 

But this siIllbearer who bore .our sins in his own body on 
the tree was one "Who did: no sin, neither was guile found in 
his mouth". He who knew no s~n was made to be sin for 
us. Such 'Was the Lamb of God that taketh away' the sin of 
the world. Calva:ry was: more than an exhibition of love; it 
was justice in the most extreme sense. Had our Lord Jesus 
Christ ever committed a single 'sin his sacrifice would have 
had no value. . 

Foolish '1;'alk From a Bandit. 
When a self-confessed! murderer, facing the ,gallows for 

his own crimes, generously offers to d~e for a friend also, the . 
performance borders on nonsense. And yet it is about as 
sensi'ble as most of the talk that we hearlllbout sacrificing 
ourselves for others. When a hopeless delbtor to the love 
and grace of God decides to do something for others, it is 
almost funny. Pay your honest debts: to God hefore you start 
on a career' of philanthropy. When you face those awful 
debts, you ·will confess your bankruptcy. 'l'here is only One 
who can truly do for· othetrs. "He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord." Let us stop this foolish talk of "service" 
and tell folks, about the only One who 'could' truly sacrifice 
and do ·for others. . 
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tEbt J ar·bi~ 6trttt ~ulpit 
HOW TO BE HOSPITABLE TO THE TRUTH. 

Ii. Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

(Stenographically Reported). 

August 29, 1929 

"And it fell on a d'ay, that Elisha passed' to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she eon· 
strained him to eat bread'. And so it was, that as oft as' 'he passed by, he turned in thither to eat 
bread. . ' .• 

"And she said unto her husband, Behold now,! perceive that this is an holy man of God, which 
pas seth by us continually. '. . 

"Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee,. on the wall; and let us se·t for him there a 'bed, and 
a talble, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it S'hall ·be when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in 
thither. 

"And it fell on a day, that he came' thither, and he turned into the chamiber, and lay there. 
"And he s'aid to Ge,hazi his servant, Call this Shunamite. And when he had called her, she 

stood before him. 
"And he said' ullito ihim, Say now unto her, Be hold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; 

what is to ,be dione for thee? wouldest thou be spo ken for the king, ,or to the captain of the host? 
And she answered, I dwell among mine .0Wn people." II Ki~s 4:8-13. 

As "all the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not he was in communication with Heaven, that he was in 
full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither very truth a "man- of God." She said, "I perceive that 
they return again"; S,O whatsoever things are true, and this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us continu­
honest, and just,'and'pure, and lovely, and if there be any ally. Let him find in Shunem one place of welcome; let 
virtue and any praise, these have their source and end in him have a home with us." And thus, my dear friends, 
Christ. He is! the ocean whence a~l goodness rises to :be the Lord Jesus cOJIles still in the person of His representa­
distilled in rain and clews of gra.ce; and He is the end to tives. He r~omes to us through the pr:inciples of His 
Whose attraction every virtuous impulse of the soul is own V\' ord, fhrough the precepts and promises of this 
due . holy Book. And they are the wise men and the wise 

So that we are 'safe 'in identifying any and every "man women whose hearts are receptive to the truth by what­
of God" with the Lord Jesus Christ, 'for it is He Who J soever messenger the truth may come. There are some 
makes him a "man of God". We should be quite satisfied who do not so receive the truth, the doors of whose minds 
'in finding Christ in this narrative, even if we had no are fast locked by pride and prejudice. W.ill you refuse 
specific New Testament warrant for ca1ling Elisha a type to listen to the song because you do not know thj;! singer's 
of Christ. Indeed, I venture to think this chapter has a name? \Vill you refuse to hear or. to read the message 
special significance and has particular teaching for us, b~use for some strange reason you are prejudiced 
such as it could not have if it ~ere found in the New against the messenger? Will you refuse to open your 
Testament; for there are Old Testament elem~ts in . letter because you do not like the colour of the postman's 
every Christian life. That is to say, Christ comes to us hair, or because of some peculiarity in his walk? Will 
sti;}} anonymously. He comes to us in types and in shadows you receive God's Word,. the principles of His gospel, 
as well as in the dearer and more direct revelation of His when they come to you, no matter who may bring them ? 
Saviourhood. I. ' Are you prepared to receive the Lord Jesus, when He 

I. And so I want "to use this story, fir,st of all, to illus~ comes anonymously? There is never a chance for a gra­
trate THt HIGH AND HOI,Y PRIVILtGt WHICH BtLONGS cious deed, there is never 'an opening for a kindly word, 
TO EvtRY ONt OF US OF EXTtNDING HOSPITALITY TO there is never the knock ~f a beautiful thought at the door 
THt TRU'l'H. of the mind, but the sound of the Master's feet is behind 

The text is the story of an hospitably disposed woman, it, and He will enter by the open door. We are thronged 
who is described as "a great woman". In what respects with .holy messengers; Is it not said ·of the angels, "Are 
was this' Shunamite '!a great woman"? She was not . they not al1 ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for 
in any, sense a public character. She lived a quiet, some- them who shall be heirs of salvation?" That is what 
what obscure life. She was a housewife; she caren for J eSl1S meant, I think, when He said: "He that receiveth 
the things of her husband. She dwelt among her own you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him 
people. And yet, although she was not conspicuous in the that sent me. He that receiveth a prophet in the name of 
IHe of the nation, the inspired .writer descrihes' her as a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that 
"a great woman". Wherein, then, lay her greatness? receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man 
First of 'all in this, that she had the discernment to recog- shall receive a righteous man's reward And whosoever 
nize the messenger of truth. That is the beginning of shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of 
greatness: "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- cold water only in the name of a disciple, veri1y I saY'unto 
dom." Elisha came, first of all, without a name, without you, he shall in no wise lose his reward." We, too have 
credentials. He came as a stranger who needed hospital- opportunity of receiving the message of truth as it ~omes 
ity The door of her humble home was throw.n wide to to us, even as did this "'great woman" of Shunem, of 
welcome him, and he was hospitahly received for his own long ago. . 
sake; for she perceived what some other people did not But this woman not only recognized the "man of God" 
perceive, that there was a divine quality about hi'Il}, that for what !;Ie was, but she offered him a generous, a cordial 



August 29, 1929 THE' GOSPEL WITNESS (257) 5 

hospitality. It is said, "She constrained himto ea~ bread." 
She did not give him a mere 'formal invitation, b~t she 
pressed him to make his home with her. I remember 
some years ago going to a ·certain place to hold some evan­
gelistic services. I had been there for a few days when 
our Brother Brownlee, whom you all know, came to lead 
the singing. When the service was o.ver, we were aCcus­
tomed to, walk along the mil-in street o.f the town in com­

'pany with the Pastor to. a certain corner where he turned 
to go. down to his home. And I remember the first night 
when Brother Brownlee and I walked along with this 
good brother, when we came to .the corner, he said 
exaiCtly ~hat he had said to me' every night when 
I ·wa:s there alone.~ Looking down in the ,direction 
of hi-s home, he said, "Well, I suppose you .won't 
come doWn, will you?" And after he had gone, Bro.ther 
Brownlee looked at me and said enquiringly, "Was that 
an invitatio.h to go with him, or to go home?" "Well," I 
said, "that is what I have been wonderirlg the last few 
nights. Needless to say I have not accepted his invita­
tion." That is'the way some people invite you to dinner. 
But when p~pJe invite us like that, we usually say no., 
don't we? And there is a way, of course, of absolutely 
shutting the door against the truth, but no Christian does 
that. But there is a possjbility, too, o.f ext~nd~ng to it a 
grfidging, it reluctant hospitality. There are some peo.ple 
you have to persuade'to. believe things; you have to argue 
the Po.int with them. The ~'man of God'" mus!: stand al­
most like an insurance agent at the door, and tren force 
his way in. But when one is hospitably disposed to.ward 
the truth,as was the Shun amite, the door is thrown wide 
open, and he says, "Come in. I am glad to see you." 

Thus, my dear friends, we. may welcome the truth in 
every good book we read, in every testimony offered to 
the power of God's grace-in every promise and precept 
of this holy Book we may be hospitaibly disposed toward 
the truth as it i's in Jesus. And as surely a~ we do, we shall 
find, as did this Shunamite, that our Elishas love to, come, 
and coming. they stay with us a while.. For it is said, 
"that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither." He' 
knew where he was welcome. He came without embar­
rassment to. this door; and he knew they Wo.uld be glad 
to see him within. It is possiible to dose our ears against 
the truth, I say, or to receive the truth so reluctantly that 
often the things which are good, and pure, and honest, 
and lovely, and of good report, pass us by. Somebody 
recommended to you a book from which they h,ad re­
ceived some great blessing. And when you read it, or 
tried to read it, you said, "I found no interest in it what­
ever." S()mebody expressed enthusiasm for the Word. 
of the Lord; but you declare that it is a task for you to 
study the Bible. So.me people there are who come eagerly 
to the house of Go.d, and who. can scarcely wait for Sun-

. day to come. There are 'others to whom the sermon is 
always more or less of a ~ore. And, of course, they say 
it is the fault of the Book; the Book had no message. 
And as for the Bible, there are parts of it, they say, they 
think we can do without. As fo.r the sermon, some man 
says, "I think twenty minutes ought to be the limit." It/ 
ought to be the limit for you, my friend. I remember 
hearing that once when Dr. Justin D. Fulton was deliver­
ing one of his great messages, there were a few people 
there who' were evidently bored by the great preacher's 
utterances. And after enduring it for a little while, they 
got up'; and as they w~re walkirtg down the aisle, he said, 

"That is right. As soon as yo.U are full to capacity, go 
home." And there are peo.ple who think they are reflect­
ing on toe preacher because forsooth the pr~acher. could 
not interest them. The trouble is, my friend, there is 
a spirit there· which is inho.spitably disposed toward the 
truth. 

There were many in Shunem who offered no weicome 
to the "man of God"; but this woman did, and because 
of that, "as oft as he passed by he turned in thither." 
Have you no.t noticed that when you are in the right frame 
of mind, that when the Spirit of God has, touched you, 
and yo.U have a clear view of the face o.f Jesus Christ, that 
somehow'or another all yo.ur friends speak to. you as pro­
phets ? You meet a man in the n;torning, and words of 

• wisdom seem to drop from his lips. You open, perhaps, in 
the few minutes you nave at your disposal in the morning, 
God's Wo.rd, and, behold,~t is like a bush that bums with' 
fire. Y o.U glance at yo.ur newspaper and by contrast or com­
parison, even that has a religious messag~. As often as 
the truth passes by it turns .in- thither to the heart that is 
hospitable to its coming. , 

. But what was the secret of i.t? This woman said unto 
her hUSIband, "Behold no.w, I perceive that this is a holy 
man of God, which passeth by us. continually. I.et us 
make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let 
us 'set for him there a, bed, and a talble, and a stool, and 
a candlestick-let us make within our home a home for 
him, and let us tell him that it belongs to. him and that 
whenever he comes he may open the door and walk in' 
and feel at home in our home." And so they made a 
home for the truth within their own home. I do not won-

: der that Elisha loved to tarry there. . 
What" is a Christian? What makes a Christian? It 

is not in any external act. The thing that differentiates 
a Christian from everybody else is that he or she has a 
little chamber 'specially reserved for God, a place within 
his or her heart where God. dwells. The Psalmist said, 
"I will no.t give sleep to mine eyes, o.r slumber to. mine 
eyelids, until I find out a place for the Lord, an habita­
tion for the mighty 'God of Jacob." He would make a 
little chamber; he would find a place where God could . 
be at home. I read the progra,mme of a certain church 
not far from here, in which it said that the church. will 
magnify the command: "Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thysel'f." And somebody reads that and says, "That 
is very good indeed." 0 yes, so far a:s it goes. But it 
is indicative of the awful drift of the time-"This church 
will magnify the command: 'Thou shalt love thy neigh­
bour as thyself'." If we were putting out a programme 
·for this church, I think we would say, "This church will 
magnify the first and the great commandment: 'Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God',"-a place for God, and 
then a place for your neigh:bours, too. But don't you see 
that that is the tendency of the time, to welcome all the 
inhaibitants of Shunem but to have no place for the pro­
phet of God? A Christian is differentia#d from a'1~ 
others by 'this fact, that there is a place within that be­
longs to. God, and to God alone. And· God shall have 
the first place, and be made at home within the h1Jman 
heart, if yoU extend hospitality to J esus Chri~t, my friend. 
"Oh, I. love my neighlbour." \Vell, I question it, unless 
you love God. As a matter of fact, I do not believe it. 
Now, that is very plai~. -"Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself"; but no man loves his neighbour as himself 
who does not love God first. Some neighbours are not 
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very lovahle-and you are not very lovable to your neigh­
'bours either:j it takes a good deal of grace to love most 
of us. And indeed, we shall never do it unless first of 
all we make a little chamber for God, and "the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hear~s by the Holy Ghost 
which is' given unto us." Then we can love everybody. 
The first and the great commandment is always the first 
and the great commandment-it is never the second-a 
little chamber on the waH reserved f,or the 'I'holy man' of 
God", a place reserved for ,the truth. 

Now this woman wanted to have as much of tJ"e pres­
ence of this "man of God" as she possibly could,' and'so 
she gave him, as I have said,. a home within her own 
home. And the only way by which she could give him 
the freedom of her house was to give him first of all a 
little place for himself alone. I do not mean that we· 
should confine God to a little chamber. We cannot con­
fine Him to a little chamber. IJ\vhen I say that there is 
a compartment in life which should he kept for God, I 
do not mean that God should be excluded from all other 
departments oflife. You give a guest in your own home 
his room, and say to him, "This is your .room", and as he 
feels a;t home there, he will ,feel at home in all the rest 
of the house by your invitation. The truth is, therefore, 
it is our privilege to invite the Lord Jesus to come and 
live with us, giving Him His own place-the supreme 
place-and then every room of the house will be bless~d 
by His gracious presence. 

. II. 
WJ:I"AT WAS THt RtWARD? What was the re­

suIt?' Does it pay to entertain angels unawares? T.he 
grace of hospitality, to make literal application of this, is 
almost a thing of the past, in some quarters. There are 
people who seem not to know how to entertain strangers, 
nor how to entertain anybody. I suppose it is the high 
cost of living, and particularly the high cost of rents; 
so that the little chamber on the wall is an expensive sort 
of 1uxury. It is not, perhaps, that we would not have it 
if we could. But does it pay? What was this woman's 
reward ? Well, first of all; her reward was the presence 
of the man of God himself. And that ·was a benedictio~. 
Somehow or another the house was different while Elisha 
was living there. He brought somethi!lg with him; there 
was an atmosphere albout him that aU the servants felt. 
But I believe she found her chief rewar.d in the presence 
of Elisha himself. Some good housewife throws up the 
windows and opens the doors, and you say to her, "What 
are you doing?" "Oh," she says, "I love to entertain the 
£.resh air. I love to open my house to the sunlight. I 
love the music of the birds, and the fragrance of the 
flowers." But do you say to her, "What do you get 
by being so hospitable?" 1£ you did, her answer would 
be, '''I get fresh air; I get sunshine; I get music; I get 
the f<ragrance of the flowers. They' are their own re­
ward." And you cannot entertain the Lord Jesus with­
out heing rewarded by the simple fact of His presence. 
You cannot entertain a beautiful thought but your life 
is enriched by it. You cannot open your heart to good­
ness anywhere but you are the better for its incoming. 
There is a "dear delight in doing good," and even if 
there were no great day of rewards when God wi,ll re­
ward His' servants, there is a delight, a satisfa~tion, in 
the truth itself. 

But then there was a very special reward in this case. 
She entertained the prophet, and one day the prophet 
said to Gehazi his servant, "CalI this Shunamite. And 

when he had called her, she stood before him." And he 
said, "Thou hast been careful for us with all this care; 
what is to lbe done for thee? Wouldest thou be spoken 
for to the king, or to the captain of the host?" What if 
some day some humble stranger were to come to your 
door, and you were to entertain him and give him a place' 
in your home, and if he were to come down in the morn­
ing and disclose his identity, and you were to discover 
that he was one of the richest men on earth, that he had' 
so much wealth, and so much influence, and so much 
power, that he scarcely knew what to do with it, and 
he were to say to ,you, "Now you have cordially re­
ceived me. You have extended the hospitality of your 
home not k,nowing who I was; and now all my wealth 
is at your diSlp9sal. What shall I do for you?" Wouldn't 
that be a great day? But that is just exactly what the 
Lord Jesus does .. That is why He comes. He comes 
to take up' His abode within our hearts-and then forth­
with, "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, 
he will give it you." "What shall I do for you?" is 
God's call to all of us. The programme of the church, 
to which I referred, would rather suggest that' it was 
man's chief obligation to say "What shall ,I do for God?" 
God has never asked you to do anything for Him. There 
is not a word within the pages of this Book that suggests 
that any man is ever required to work for God: He does 
not need your work. "If I were hungry, I would not 
tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof." 
We are "workers together with God," and·God isdoing 
:ais work in the world. He does not need your puny 
effort; but being the channels of His grace, and the in­
struments of His power, touched by the Holy Spirit, we 
may be used of God to do God's will in the world. But 
never has He said to anyone, "Work for Me." We are 
to work with Him. But He does say to us, "What shaH 
I do for you?" The thing we need to learn, my brethren 
and sisters, is that we need God to do something for us. 
David once sent for his Pastor, Nathan the prophet, and 
said unto him: , "See now,' I dwell in an house of cedar, 

. but the ark of. God dwelleth within ·curtains-I would 
like·to build an house for the Lord." '.'And Nathan said 
to the king, Go, do all that is in thine heart." But when 
the prophet was alone with God, the Lord gave him an­
other message. And if I may paraphrase it, he said: 
"When did I ever ask anybody to 'build an house for me? 
When I require an house, I will build it myself." And 
then he drew the curtain, and said, "Look, David, there 
is a plan. The Lord shall build thee an house." And 
then David fell prostrate' before God, and he said, "I 
thought I had to do 'something for Thee; and I have 
just learned that all that Thou requirest is that I be will- . 
ing that Thou shouldest do something for me." "What 
is to be done for thee?" That is what Christ asks of 
every one of us. That is why we meet' three times a 
week for prayer-it takes us so long to tell 9ut the de- . 
sire of our hearts. What a wonderful privilege is ac­
corded this church! And every church. If we have . 
~iven to J~sus Christ His pla:ce in the life of this church, 
He comes· to us and says, "What shall I do .for you?" 
He is the head of this cbur<;h; He is the power and the 
glory of it. He is the same Jesus, and He can do to-day 
what He did in time past. 

"Shall I speak for you to the king," said Elisha, "or 
to the captain of the host?" \Vould you have the Lord 
Jesus speak to the King for you? I think we do not 
make enough of that. Never Jose. sight of the fact that . 
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"Christ died for our sins acoeording to the scriptures; , 
and that he was lluried, and that he rose again the third 
day' alCcording to the scriptures." He went down into 
the grave, and He was raised again, and "he shewed him-' 

,self alive after his ,passion by many infallible proofs." 
Hold fast to the, truth of the resurrection. He is our 
risen Saviour; but where is He now? Th.e douds parted, 
and He went up, Uip, to take His place at the Father's 
right hand until He shall come again. He is now in the 
presence' of God interceding for us. "Wouldest thou ,be 
spoken for to the kiri'g?" The modern church is not ask­
ing Him to do anything; and the great mass of professing 
Christians fall below this high and holy privilege; for the 
Lord is in the midst of His people, saying, "What shall 
I do for you?" -, 

Do we not need Him to do something for us this morn- \ 
ing? I want Him to do something for me. ' Whatever 
it may be, He comes with that question this morning. 
He will spea:k to the Captain of the host: "He shall give 
his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways." 
He is -the Captain of the. Lord's 'host, and He will. look 
after you, my friends, if you ask Him. , 

But I must hasten to say this: The wonder of it all . 
was that this woman had no' request to make. She could 
not think of anything she wanted. And when he said, 
~(I am going up now: ShaH I speak to the king, or to 
the captain of the' host?h she said, "I cannot think of 
anything I need. I dwell among mine own people. 'The 
fact is, r am perfectly content." H9w mUlCh her con­
tentment was due to the visits of the man of God, per­
haps she herself scarcely knew. But I do think it is 
possible sometimes so consciously to -dwell in the pres­
ence of God as to feel that holy contentment, to come to 
, a: place where we just want to talk to Him without peti­
tioning Him 'for any parficular blessing. We may often 
be there, when, for the moment, a holy contentment fills 
the soul. 

And what then? Somebody else will do our thinking: 
"He is able to do exceeding a'bundantly above all that 'we 
ask or think" And there was one thing this woman had 
longed for this many a year; bwt she never thought of 

there was n,eedecl another little chamber. And oh haw 
different, and how happy was that homel ,Jesus never 
dwells alone. He makes the spirituall-y barren' life fruitful ;, 
He fills the'life with joy and gladness, and does for us 
beyond all our imagining. Have you ever had' God do 
that for you-something you desired but dared not utter? 
Now this woman had prayed for this very thing and did 
not know it. It was an unuttered desire. It was a long­
ing of the soul which had somehow or another regis­
tered itself with God. T.he other day when I was in 
London, one of the old deacons, a man of eighty years 
of age, said to me, "I am going down on the traia with 
you to-morow just for the ride and for a talk" He had 
served with a railway corporation and he had his pass,. 
And as we were riding together, he said: "'You know 
I never had much money. I managed to save a very 
little. I worked for forty years, and then I retired with 
a little pension. And,'! he said, "that little pension and 
the little bit I managed to ,save, just keeps my wife a,nd 
me. It does not take very much, as we live very simply. 
But it just keeps us so that we are not dependent on the 
children; and in myoId age-I am just eighty-I am 
quite independent. I desired that all my life, and I have 
rebuked mysetf that I did not put that desire into a: 
prayer and daily ask the Lord to do that very thing. Bu~ 
I have recently 'been thinking it was a prayer after all; 
that maybe the Lord knew what I desired, that I might 
just be ruble to live my closing years without depending 
upon" anybody else. -And I have come to the condusio~ 
that I was praying all the time and did not know it, and 
that the Lord answered my prayer, and that now as the 
shadows gather about me I am just receiving the answer 
to my prayer." I told him I had no doubt aibout it at all. 
"Delight thyself in' the Lord, and he shall give thee-:­
not only the request on thy lips, but-the 'desires of thine 
heart." There is a, holy con~entment, and t}(ere is a time 

, when we cannot ,put into words the desire that is within. 
, But the Spirit of God Who' dwells within us, intetiprets 

our' desire; the Holy Spirit with groanings which can­
not be uttered makes intercession for us according to the 
wiU of God; and the answer comes: ~'The wilderness 

I asking for it, because i! was exceeding abundantly above 
all tbit she could ask or think It involved a miracle; I 

,it involved the stoop of God; and she never dreamed 
that God would do that fdr her. And so the prophet 
thought fbr her, and, planned for her, and" gave her his 
promise which exceede~ her utmost imagining.' And in 
due course, there came into that house another life; and 

and ,the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the 
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose." Now unto 
Him that is able to do "exceeding abundantly above all ' 
that we ask or think, according to the power that work­
eth in us, unto Him be gtory in the Churoeh by ChriSt 
Jesus throughout all ages, world, without end, Amen." 
Let us pray. 

\ ' 

FROM SHUNEM TO PHILISTIA AND BACK. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr: T. T. Shields. , 
'\ . 

(Second in series appearing in this issue on, "The Ministry of Elisha.") 
\ 

"And the king talked with Gehazi the servant of! the man of God, saying, Tell me, I pray thee, all 
the great things that Elish~ hath done."-II Kings '8:4. ' 

Last Sunday morning I spoke to you of "a great 
woman" of Shunem, who recognized Elisha as, the 
prophet of -the Lord, and h9s-pit~bly entertained the 
truth, conSltraining him to 3.lbide with her, proposing 
to her husband that they make "a little chamber on 

. 
the wall", furnished with bed and table and stool and 
candlestick, that the truth might find a home within 
her home. And then Elisha, you remem-ber, asked 
her if ,he 'Should spea~ for her to the king, or to the 
cap'tain 'of the host, to which she replied: "I dwell 

/ 
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among mine own .people.." But great· changes have 
taken place since then. Although she had n'O request 
to make for herse~f, the prophet did for .her exceed-
10g' abundantly above all that she 'could ask or ,think. 
And there came into her heart a new joy, and into her 
home a new life and a new light. Thenceforward the 
prophet often called, and stayed with 'fhem as an 
honoured member of their family circle. What a 
picture ,that 'is-the happy home at Shunem; the har­
vest-field where' the reapers sing about their work, and 
where a little child plays, among the sheaves! It is a 
picture without any cloud,' or shadow, without any ad­
mixture of sorrow, but a representation of undiluted joy. 

But you say, "That is not quite true to life: When 
i was younger, I sh'Ould have thought such a picture 
was. I used to expect to find life a long,. uncloOuded 
,summer day." But anstead you found what ~his 
woman found. The shadow's came; death crossed tlte 
threshold; the precious life was terminated.. And 
Elisha found this woman just where we have been 
found:..-at the meeting of extremes. She found her 
chiefest sorrow where she' had found her greatest joy. 

'And then as the child who had been miraculously 
given 11:0 her wa's miraculously restored, she found her 
greatest joy where S'hehad experienced her gr~atest 
sorrow. But still other changes came. The prophet 
saw that famine would ,come upon the 'land. Cru~l 
war visited the country j and this "great woman" of 
Shunem by the prophet's caqnse! emigrated from 
Shunem to Philistia, and was away from hallie during 
the 'seven years of famine. "And it came to pass at 
the seven years' end, that the woman returned out of 

./ the land of'the Philistines: and she went forth to cry 
unto -the king for her house and for her land. And 
the' king talked with Gehazi the servant of the man 
of ,God, sa)'ling, Tell me, I pray thee, all the great 
things that Elisha ha~h d.one. And it came to pass, 
as he was telling the king how he had restored a dead 
body to life, that behold the :woman whose son he had 
restored to 'Iife, cried to the king for her house and 
for her land. And Gehazi said, My Lord, 0 king, ·this 
is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha 
restored to life~" And in all the world there was noO 
one so well qualified. to speak on tha,t subject as this 
woman of Shun em now returned from PhiIistia. "And 
when the king asked the woman, she told him." Let 
us look for a few minutes this morning at this further 
chapter in this interesting li.fe. 

I. 

I begin with this observation, that THIS "GREAT 
WOMAN" OF SHUNEM FOUND THE GUEST OF HER SET­
Tun HAmTATION TO BE THE GUIDE O:f HER JOURNEYING 
YEARS. When first she opened her home to the prophet 
in Shunem, she was living a quiet pastoral life. She 
dwelt among her own people. She had no desire what­
ever to explore. the larger wor'l'd. She even declared 
tha't she had no request to make to' the k,ing or to the 
~aptain of the host. Bu~ she received as cordially as 
she· could, and offered to him the most generous 

, hospitality, the "man of 9od" who passed by her 
dwelling continually. But 'she little knew what she 
'Was doing wh~n she made a little cham-ber on 'the 
~all for him, when she made a friead of ,the "man of 

God." She could not see mto the future. She did 
not know how urgently she would require, his 

, assistance in the coming years. 

And my dear friends, by God's good grace,' most 
of us are given the opportunities of the quiet life of 
Shunem in order to prepare us for the more 'stressful 
and trying years thaf are to come. Happy are ye if 
now ye entertain as Guest one who in those darker 
days shall prove your Guide. It was givel).' to the 
prophet to see that famine was corning upon the land 
he loved, and upon the land she loved, and that there 
would be no sustenanrce for her there. And then the 
Syria~ bands came down in, one of their' ~ictorious 
invasions, and the country was rent with war; so that 
the goOdly family of Shunem had ~o emigrate. The 
lit.tle house was vacated, and they set out on the long 
road to P,hilistia. And very probably during those 
se·ven years the prophet often pa:ssed by that little 
house where he had been so royally welcomed. Per­
haps he may, have longed for the quiet and comfort 
of the little 'chamber' on the wall. Possibly the 
Syrian soldiers spent ,the night beneaJth that roof. Per-

. haps some captain of the Syrian host found rest for . 
his body on the very bed upon which the "man o.f 
God" had lain. And often as he passed by, thrs "man 
of God" rememibered the woman who had been' kind 
to him, and, doubtless, oDten prayed for her. 

And I have been long enough a minister to see this 
story repeaJted again and again-the family broken 
up, the members of the family scattered, the family 
fortunes' reversed, prosperity give place to adversity, 
and the clouds cover the .face of the sun until men and 
women say a's Jacob did, "AU these things are against 
me." If now you live a quiet life in Shunem, my 
friend; if now you are able to say, "I dwell among 
mine own' people--1here is scarcely a desire that is 
,not gratjfied"-1 venture t6 remind you th3.:t there are 
ma'tlY 'changes in life, and to~moOrrow yoOu may have to 
take the road. Do not say, I 'a~ not kind to prophesy 

,disturbance, or the 'breaking up of the nest. I am 
only ,forewarning you of the poOS'sibilioty, in order to 
urge upon you ,the necessity of making the acquaint- ~ 
ance of the Man of God, of the Godman-for Elisha 
was a type ,of the Lord Jesus Christ-and of seeing 
to it thalt you have someone whoO is a:ble to speak for 
you to the King or to the Captain of the host. 

All we know about the Shunammite's life" in 
Philistia is that while she did not be'come wealthY, she 
was preserved from famine, and was not 'suffered to 
"vnnt for bread. The Psalmist said: "I have been 
yoting, an.d now am oOld; yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread." And 
somehow or another, through all the trying years 
this woman was preserved, so that she returned again 
at la'st to her own country with her husband and with 
the child that God had given to her-and she returned 
jus't in time. 

We may rejoice that the Lord is pledged to go with 
us all the way, through whatever experiences we have 
to pass, .if only: we have .made a little chamber for 
Him; if only we have received Him as our Guest; 
if only we know Him for ourselves: He wilt never 
leave us nor forsake us. 
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II. but that is their inarticulate confession. f V
h
" hen

h 
it' his 

so sometimes God 'comes into the life 0 t e c urc , 
Another simple word is this: HER SOUT., WAS an'd sends i,t out on the road ,to Philistia to teach the 

ENT.,ARG® IN FAMINE AND HER LIFE ENRICHED BY church to pray. He has His own way of accomplish­
POVERTY.I know that is paradoxical, but life is f~l1 of ing His purposes; but we shall learn this .lesson only 
paradoxes because most of. us see things inverted. on the road. 
This wo~an dwelt among her own people with no . S~ the "great woman" came back "to cry. unto ~he 
larger view of life than Shunem. Her reply to the king" to avail herself, n'ow of the opportumty WhICh 
prophet was not an unworthy ~me. She ~ived an "the' man of 'God" had offered her. She cam(! "to cry 
humble lif~, and w.as conte~t WIth that WhIC~ God unto I1:he king for 'her house." When "the man of 
gave her. And yet It ~as a Me :that ~as very ~lrcum- I God" spoke to her before, she said, "I dwell among 
scribed she had few mterests, and hved a hfe that'd I d 
center~d very largely in herself and her husband; her' mine own people." But out yonder she ha earne 

f to go out of herself and to ~hink of other people. And 
sympathies were few; her ·correspondences were ew; she came back to "cry unto th'e king for her house 
her views ,of life were restricted. She was "a great and for her land," and .for the larger interests of life. 
woman;' because she had a capacity for greater ,things Have you learned to pray for other people as well as 
than the quietude of Shunem could possibly afford for yourself, to cry unto ,the King for somebody else? 
her. So the nest was broken up and she wenlt abroad. , Until we learn thu,s the ministry of in~ercession, we 

And when she came home we find her passionately , do not learn to pray 'at all. Poor Jo'b had a hard time, 
pleading her own case before the king" or ready to do hadn't he? He lost his family; he lost his property; 
so. She 'came, first of aU, 'I'to cry unto the king." he was worried by his friends; he went down into 
That was the very thing that Elisha had suggested the depths; and if any maTh in :all ,the world's history , 
to her. He said: "Wouldest ,thou be spoken for to might have been justified in praying for, himself and 
the king, or to the captain of the host?" And she persuading himself ,that he needed all the help of 
said, "Why should I speak to the king? What should God as nobody else did, that man was' Job. And yet" 
I ask from the treasury of the king? Why should the old record tells us that "the Lord turned the 
such an humble soul as I visit the palace? I dwell captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends." 
among mine own people; leave me alone." ,But the Begin ,to pray for your friends, pray for your house 
time came when she learned that above all thmgs she and for your land, and fqr all the needy of the earth, 
needed the privilege of access to the king. Ajl., yes, and ,in the very exercise your own soul will be en­
it is possi'ble to be 'Content with Shunem. I have seen riched. 
many an individual and - many a family like that- And then I think there is another sense in which she -
doing the daily task, thinking of their oW!l pers.o!lal prayed: she wanted to have that house hack again. 
affairs, concerned about themselves and theIr famlhes, She had had it from the Lord, and now she -came 
with absolutely no interest in me outside of that; longing to get back to that little home in' Shunem. ,It 
until God 'comes in and disturbs them, and leads them never was so attractive as it had been to her while 
out on to the long road and gives them a vision of she was in Philistia. Ah, you English people-I come 
the larger world and of the larger 'life; 'and by many from that land myseU-but if I could have met you ,a 
a bitter experience ,tea-ches them their own limitations, few years ago on some rainy day in that old L'and, I 
until the time comes when the greatest privilege of Should have hear,d you grumbling at the weather, and 
life, is to be pe1"mitted "to, cry unto the king." I at ev,erything that belonged to it. My, what a sad 
wonder ,if J:here is somebody here disposed to repeat tale you would have had to tell! But you had not 
the disciples' prayer: "Lord, teach us to pray." They been in this country six weeks before you began rather to" ' 
little knew wh3!t they asked-teach us to pray unt? weary the people about you by telling how the birds 
the King" translated into the 'language o.f our story. sang in 01d England, and about the primroses, and' 
They little dreamed that Pilate's hall was down there about the daisies, and about those wonderful country 
on the road. They little knew that Gethsemane was lanes, and' about the hawthorn hedges, and the glorious 
in ,the path; that Calvary's cross must be met and green fields, and all the other things that 'are char­
understopd and experienced; that ,there must be a acteristk of ,that wonderful land, which you never, 
grave and a resurrection and a pentecost before they appreciated when you were there. You had to get 
could learn to pray. Thus, mY' friends, you ~re not 
Koing to learn "to ,cry unto the King" by reading away to get a perspective view of it, and then it 
books, nor by shutting yourself up to some cloistered appeared to 'you ~ glorious land. Some people are too 
existence. We shall learn these 'lessons no.t in the dose to, their blessings to appreciate them. The little 
qUietude of Shun~m, but on the long and rough road chamber on the wall, and an its accompaniments­
that lea'ds to the land 0.£ Philistia. We learn to pray it is such .a commonplace thing until God threatens to 
as men learn to swim, by doing the thing, not by take it away from us, and th'en we learn to appreciate 
talking about it. It is strange that some ,churches it. But the principle in this, my friends: we never 
have no prayer-meeting; that chu1"ches should be con- really possess anything until we get it from God the 
tent to say, "I dwell among mine own people. ,Come 
and visit tis at Shunem. We are the happiest little second time. Abraham was never sure of Isaac until' 
social club you ever knew. We come toge~her to he got him from God the second time. He came to 
admire each other, and we tell each other all the nice him by God's gift in the :beginning, and then he laid ' 
things we can think of.- Weare a lovely little family him on the altar, and gave him up to death. When he, 
ci,rcle." Of course no one says this in so many words, received him back,.from the King this s~cond, time, 
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he was his own. Thus this woman now came to ask 
for her house and for her 'land. 

III. 
I touch now upon something to whkh I think 

I will return next Sunday morning, if the Lord so 
orders, :because it is enough to occupy us for a long 
time. When the woman came back, she came back 
wondering, I think, what had happened. While she 
was yonder in Philistia, she may have wondered what 
"the man of God" was doing, and whether he was still 
the mighty man he was when she was there. War 
had . swept the country during her absence; many 
h.erOlc deeds had been done; famine had been the por­
tIOn of her people, and many a tragic tale could be 
told of sacrifices made and endured. And coming back, 
she may have wondered whether Elisha would' still 
ha~e a place in the public mind. "After the war!" 
Do you remember how people talked about what was . 
go!ng to happen "aft;r the war"? Everything was 
gOing to be changed' after the war." And one might 
have supposed that preachers would have nothing else 
to do for the rest of their' lives than discuss the war 
and the heroism of the war. But now if they talk to~ 
much abotirt the war, they, may expe'ct all' the ex­
soldiers in their congregation to say, "Tell me where 
we can go to he'ar something else." As a matter of 
fac.t, they do not want to hear about the war. A very 
qU1et sort of man came' to see me last night saying he 
had decided to enter the ministry. And I said, "Tell 
me about yourself." He said, "I was in the air force 
for ·sev.en years." . "Did you dIQ any flying?" "0 
yes, flYing all the time." "Were you a pilot?" "Yes 
-not s~ very long, only about six months." Only 
a·bout .SIX months in the air in France, over the Ger-. 
man hnes-that is not very long is it? He did not 
want to talk about it at all; it was out of his mind. 
But we were to be occupied with' all these things 
"after the war." \Vhen this woman came back not­
withstanding the experiences through which the 
country had passed, as 'She came into the king's pres­
en~e, she hea:,d the king asking this question, making 
thIs req?est: Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things 
that ElIsha hath done." Elisha was still the centre 
of the national interest, 'because he was "the man of 
God," .and h<l;d bro~ght God near to the people. And 
there IS nothing thIs old world needs to' know-and I 
believe, pr'OI;>erly understood, nothing this world wants 
to .know qU1te so milch as the great things which our 
ElIsha hath done. That is what ,every man in the 
office, and in the shop, and on the street wherever 
y~>u meet him-that i~ ~ha~ every man i; saying in. 
hl~ heart to every ChrIstIan, 'Tell n::'-e the great things 
that He has done Whom you call your Saviour. I 
woU'ld rather- hear about that man than 'abotit earth­
quakes, or albout st9C'ks, or about the war, or alb out 't'he 
exploits of '~he most heroic of earth. Tell me all the 
great things that Jesus hath done." Well, we will 
t~lk 'about th.at next Sunday morning. In the mean­
.tlme, read t~IS second book of Kings, beginning with 
the first chapter. Read on' to this eighth chapter, and 
read of all the great things that Elisha did. Elisha 
was the type and .prophecy of a Greater than Elisha 
think therefo~e of all the great thjngs which you hav~ 
seen your ElIsha do, and of which you may be telling 

.every day; 'because-and I suggest this to you; my 
long announcement this morning prevents my further 
exposition 'Of the subject-this woman, as I intimated 
at the outset, was better qualified to respqnd to that 
request than anybody else. She was herself the wit­
ness. And as she came in Gehazi said, "My lord, 0 
king, this is the woman, and this is her son, whom 
Elisha restored to life." And Gehazi stepped back qS 
though he would say, "It is your tum. You tell the 
king the great things Elisha has done." So also if 
you have been saved by God',s grace; if you have been 
partaker of the power of His resurrection; whether 
you have been to college or n'Ot, you have.a story to 
tell. How foolish it would have been if anybodv had 
said to this woman, "Now you write it down'. - You 
cannot write very well; y,ou cannot put it in very good 
langu~ge; .b1.!t wri~e it d'Own as well as you can, and 
we WIll edIt It, and we will present it in due course to 
the king." 0 no! The woman was to be 'herself "the 
witness of the great things which Elisha had done. 
And so are we. That is to be the programme for the 
week, my friend, if you are a Chdstian-to go out and 
tell the great things which Jesus has done. Our 
friends who call themselves the "Brethren," -say' that 
they do not be~ieve in a one-man ministry-and they 
are perfectly rIght. The New Testament d'Oes not 
~e~c~ a one-man ministry. There ,is a place for the 
mlmster. Byt we ought all to be prea·chers; we ought 
all to be wItnesses. And no church will accomplish 
much for the Lord who leave'S its testimony wholly to 
the pulpit. Every Shunammite must tell what she 
knows. 

"Suffer a sinner whose heart overflows, 
Loving hi'S Saviour, to tell what he 'knows' 
Once more to tell it, would I embrace- ' 
I'm only a sinner saved by grace!" 

Will you go out and tell it, and keep on telling .it, 
and tell. the same people the same thing 'Over and 
over again? Do you suppose this woman of Shunem 
ever got tired of telling that this son was God's gHt 
to her? Do you suppose she ever wearied of telling 
how "the man of God'.' came and stretched himself 
u~on the child until his soul came into him again? 
DId 'She ever weary of telling that it was :by the touch 
of this "man of God" th3;t this son of hers lived again? 
But we also have ~ story, my friend, that will occupy 
U's to the end. of tIme, and even eternity is too short 
to utter all His praUse. J?o you. be!ieve that? If you 
do, say so. DQ you belIeve etermty is too' short to 
utt~r all His praise? Well, then, the logic of it is to 
begin t.o utter it now. Let us tell the great things 
our ElIsha has done. Let us now ask His ·help. 

Editorial Note: Dr. ,shields was 'Called out of the 
-city on business this week before having time to pre­
pare material for The Gospel Witness. We therefore 
publiS'h three sermons this week. They may prove 
suggestive to some minilsteri'al readers for a series of 
studies in the life of Elisha; but whether or no, they 
are us~ftt.! for the truth they contain. We are sorry 
the prmtmg of three sermons has necessitated the 
omission of Co·als for the Altar F'lire; they will appear 
as usual next week. 
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"THE GREAT THINGS ELISHA HATH DONE." 

A Senno~ by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

(T~ird in series appearing in ·this issue on "The Ministry of Elisha.") 

"And ,the king talked with Gehazi the seTv'ant of the man of God, saying, "Tell me, I pray thee, all 
the· g,reat things that Elisha ha,th done. 
I "And it came to pass, as he was telling the king ~ow he had restored a dead body to li'fe, that, 

behold, the woman, whose son he had restored to life, cried to' the king for her house and for her 
land. And Gehazi said, My lord, 0 king, this is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha 
restored to life."-I1 Kings 8 :4-6. . 

This was our text for last Sunday morning. Two 
weeks ago we saw that it is our privilege to entertain 
the truth, to afford hospitality to the Word ·of the 
Lord. And we observed how the Shunammite made 
a little chamber on the wall, and .welcomed the prophet 
to her home. That sermon was in last week's 
Witness. Last Sunday. morning w~ had anoti'i.er view 
of the Shunammite. War and famine had intervened. 
She had emigrated fo P,hilistia, and had spent seven 
years . away from home, and then' returned to her own 
land again, wondering, perhaps, just what position 
"the man of God" still held among her people. And. 
as she came to the king's hous·e Gehazi was in cOn­
versation with the. king, and the king was asking him 
about Elisha: "Tell me, I pray thee, all the great 
things that Elisha hath d'one." Gehazi endeavoured 
to respond to the king's request, and to tell him how 
he had restored a dead hody to life; but while he ,was 
in the act of describing the miracle, the Shunammite 
came in, and with her, her SOn. "And Gehazi said, 
My lord, 0 king, this is the woman, and this is :her 
son, whom Eilisha restored to life.'? And very appro­
priately he stepped aside to allow this great woman to 
tell s'ome o,f the great things that Elisha had done. 

We shall carry our story forward, therefore, a little 
far.ther this morning; for you will remember that 
when Jesus began His ministry in the synagogue at 
Nazareth, He found the .place where it was written 
"The Spi.l'it of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to pr.each· the gospel to the poor"-on 
that qccasion He r.eferred both to' Elijah and Elisha 
as being types of Himself. The story of their lives 
is a 'Prefiguration of the record which God hath given 
us of His Son. . . 

1. 
First of all, we shall find this lesson in the text and 

in its surroundings-TH~ PER~NNIAL ATTRACTION 'OF' 
MORAL AND SPIRITUAL R~ALITIES. There are soine things 
of which we soon weary. There are some books 
which ~ay be read only once. There are stories which 
wi'll bear ;but one telling. But there are other things 
of which we may continue to speak with the assurance 
that people will be interested in the message we bring. 

When this woman returned to her own country, 
as we obse:v~d last Sunday morning, n~twithstanding 
all the thnlhng ·events of the war which had inter-

. vened'; notwithstanding all the experiences of the 
s~ven years of famine; ·she discovered that from the 
king upo.n his. t~rone t? the humblest of his subjects, 
there was nothing so Interested them as "The great 
thin~s which 'El,i·sha has done." Not so. very long 
ago It was predicted that the gospel would lose its 

charm, that the Great War: would blot out all that had 
preceded it; and that for the rest of our lives we 
should talk of nothing else but the war. But the war 
was scarcely ended until the whole world wearied of 
talking of it. It remains true to-day that there is 
nothing which will command the interest of men and 
women like the story of the great things which our 
Elisha hath done. 

Now the miracles wrought by both Elijah and 
Elisha were much more th~n mere physica:1 won,ders. 
Elijah restored the son of the widow of Zarephath to 
life; and when he had done so, she declared: "Now 
by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that 
the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth." Through 
the ·phys·ical miracle, she learned the moral and 
spiritual lesson God' designed to teach. "I have writ­
ten to him the great dtings of my law, but they were 
counted as a strange thing." But behind the great 
things which Elisha did were the great things of God's 
latw, the great principles of Hds gov·emment, the 
gr-eat principles which govern' our relationship 
to Him. And 'the same is true of the mirac!les 
of the New Testament. Whether you consider 
the mirades wrought in the d:ays of His flesh, 
the things which Jesus began to do and to teach; or 
open the pages of the subsequent history of the 
Christi'an Church where by the power of the Holy 
Ghost the' same wonder.,.working God showed His 
hand,-it all has the same message. Behind every 
physical wonder there is' the mor;ll and spiritual 
reality in which men and women are concerned. 

It ·is significant that the one who 'asked to be told 
about "tpe great things which Elisha had done" was 
Jeroboam, the son of the notorious Ahab and J ezebel, 
of whom it was ·said : "There was none 'like unto Ahab, . 
which dia sell himself to work wickedness in the sight 
of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up." Not­
withstat:;l.ding his training, Jeroboam was supremely 
interested in the·great works of Elisha. As a 'matter 
of fact, there had been no person in all Israel who had 
so commanded the attention of Aha:b and Jezebel as 
Elijah. ' 

I suggest to you a problem for your consideration. 
What is the explanation of'the interest of a bad man 
in religion? Why is it that bad men are interested in 
religion? A book was put into my hands only this 
last week, which I hope to refer to in next week's Wit­
ness-a book highly commended by The Christian Guar­
dian as. an exhibition of "assured scholarship"; a book 
that absolutely denies everytp.ing that is fundamental­
ly Christian. And I said to mys·elf, "Why in tpe 
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world did the man write it? If he does not receive 
the benefits of religion, why doesn't he leave it alone?" 
Why write about Christ? Why talk about Christ? 
Why concern ourselves about Him at all? Why 
should we be interested in "the great things that 
Elisha hath done" if we wj}.1 have none of His mes­
sage? But everm0re the message of the Lord is the 
savour of life unto life, or of death unto death. Hence 
men cannot leave religion a'lone, even if they wou~d. 
They are compelled to consider the great things which 
God ooes in the world; for God will leave not Him­
self without witness; and the day will come when 
every mouth shdl be stopped, arid all the world shall 
become guilty before God. He will be justified when 
He speaks, and' clear when He judges. I venture the 
assertion, therefore, that there is nothing in the world 
that will command the interest of men in our day like 
'the great things which Jesus has done. Religion is 
st'ill a su'bject of. the most abso;t'1bing interest.' Even 
false religions are an expression of the ,soul's dis­
satisfaction with all mundane things, and of the 
hunger of the soul that was made ,for God, for some­
thing that this w01:1d ~an never supply. 

II. 

But we have reason to praise God that WE HAVE 
IN THIS WORD A RECORD OF MORAL AND SPIRITUAL 
ACHIEVEMENT WHICH IS COMMF.NSURATF. WITH OUR 
MORAL INTF.RESTS. The hunger of the soul may be satis­
fied at this table. There is nothing that will satisfy 
the soul like the story of the things which Jesus has 
done. How satisfying to the intellect, to the heart, 
to the conscience,-I do not know how you feel when 
you have wandered through the fogs ,of evolutionary 
guesses ;-but how unsatisfying the whole thing is, 
just groping after something, just seeking to push 
the great First Cause ba1ck as far as' possi61e-on the 
other hand how satisfying, I say, 'to intellect, and 
heart, and conscience, are the triumphant and certain 
words 'of Scripture! "In the beginning God created." 
It is the beginning of the story of the greaJt thing,s, as 
Dr. Neighbour reminded us on Friday night, which 
Jesus has done. For i.f you, are going to believe the 
whole story of His exploits, you must go back to the 
beginning; "for all things were made by him, and 
without him was not anything made that was made." 

One of the wonders of the gospel of the grace of God 
is THF. MARVF.LLOUS PROVISION IT EXHIBITS. God has 
anticipated our every need. The gospe:l of God's grace 
is no after-thought.. Redemption is not a work of 
repair: it is a work of re-creation, foreordained of 
God from the, very beginning. '1 do not cease to 
wonder at the riches of God's Word. Some young 
man goes away from home; and while he was at home 
he was accustomed to having his clothing looked ,after 

. and all his needs antidpated. And he wonders how 
he will get along when he gets away. His mother 
packs his trunk for him, and he leaves for the city. 
By and by he opens the trunk, and he discovers some­
thing there that he had never thought Ihe would need 
-but there it is. And after a while 'he discovers an­
other need, and he goes to his trunk and turns it over, 
and Ibehold, his mother Ihas though~ of that! He may, 
indeed, need some thread and a needle-young men 
do sometimes-and he wonders where in the world 

he will .get it, or how he can buy it. But he looks into 
that wonderful trunk, and even that has been provided 
for' and he marvels that his mother has anticipated , . 
his every need. That is what'the Lord has gIven us 
in this Book. It is a trunk packed for the journey; 
and no matter what vou need you will always find it 
there. It is among the great things which 'our Elisha 
has done. He has anticipated your utmost need; and. 
I do not care where you travel, ,what rank or con­
dition in life may be yours, you will always find that 
God is equal to every emergency. 

Let me now remind you of some of the out'stand,ing 
miracles of Elisha's time. They are so suggestive of the 
wonders of divine grace wrought in our experiences; 
and they are suggestive of the subject about which 
you and I ought always to be talking, for about us 
there are men and women asking us to tell of the 
great things 'Which our Elisha hath done. Now what 
things Itave we to tell? It is my ambition that every 
member of this ,church should be a preacher, a witness 
for the Lord Jesus; that we shouiJd be 'polding services 
all the day, on the back of the street car,-anywhere and 
everywhere, always telling "the great' things that Elisha 
hath done." A preacher is supposed to have some little 
idea of what he is going to, say before he comes to the 
pUlpit; and you ought t9 have some idea of what are 
you going to say to-morrow before you go to your place of 
business. You, ought to have some idea of what you 
are going to preach about to-day, for that is your 
bus·iness. No matter where you work, your business 
is to 'be telling the great things that your Elisha hath 
done. Now what are they? Will you turn them over 
in your mind; so that your mind will be ready fur­
nished; so that the story wiU be upon your tongue; 
so that you will have an answer to give to everyone 
concerning the hope that is r in you? 

I read \'of one of the great miracles that Elisha 
wrought, how he met the enemy in the very heart ~f 
his own camp, where the king of Israel was; and the 
very m~n who had come to take it, found themselves 
in Samaria surrounded by the armed men of Israel. 
And the king said, "My father, shall I :smite them?" 
And the prophet said, "No, get them a good dinner. 
Make sure that it is a good one." And he set pro­
vi~ions before them, and they had a good meal, when 
their eyes had been opened. "And now," said ,the 
prophet, "Go home to your master." And they went 
home to their master, spared, forgiven their a,ttempt 
to destroy the prophet's life. Now, my friend, you and 
I have been just there again and again, in the hand 
of divine judgment. God in justice could have crushed 
us. He could have visited u's with His wrath, but 
instead of that, He 'set great provisions before us. 
He forgave us our sins. If you ask me the greatest 
miracle I know, it is this: s6 far as I am -concerned, 
the forgiveness of my sins. Thaot is the thing I 
cannot understand. Nothing. but the grace of God 
could ever have made it possible. ' And if we realize 
that great truth, that when justirce said, Shall I smite 
him? Mercy pleaded in our behalf, gave us the bounties 
of His' grace and sent us on our way rejoiCing. And 
there .is nothing the men and 'Women of·Toronto need 
to ·hear more than that. There is not one who has not 
some conscioU'sness of his past, s'ome sense of b'lame­
worthiness,-not in the deep spiritual sense of con-

,I 
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viction of Sin, notwithstanding the story bf divine 
f.orgiveness will interest the world as nothing else 
will. And it is for you and for me to tell that- story 
to-day and to-morrow and all 'the days, that our 
Elisha Ispared us, forgave our sins, washed us in the 
precious blood, robed us it}. .garments of righteousness, 
and set Ibefore us all the da:inties ,of the King's house­
hold that we might be fat and flourishing as the 
children - Q.£ ·God. Will you tell that? Never mind 
discussing the weather and all the events in the n'ews­
paper. Nobody wants to read yesterday's newspaper. 
Haven't you observed that it is out-of-date? It is a 
story that is past; it does not need to be repeated. 
But this is 'never out-of-date, the story of your for­
giveness. will alway~ be fresh. 

Th,en there is. that matchless story of the. cleansing 
of Naaman, the "great man with his master, and 
honourable, because 'by him the Lord had given de­
liverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in 
valour, but he w.as a leper." And Elisha came into 
that l'ife, and cleansed him of his leprosy, .and made 
him a whole man. , It is 'one thing to be forgiven of 
our sins: it i's another thing to have the sense of 
deansing, .to rest in. the 'assurance of 'it: "The blood· 
pf Jesus Christ hi·s Son· cleanseth us from all sin." 
And haven't you a story to tell, that whatever pros­
perity you enjoy an this, world, whatever accomplish­
mentsyou had to your credit, whatever rank or 
prestige you may have enjoyed, that there was some­
thing within and beneath it a.ll that n.othing but the 
power of God could touch. You know how God came 
and how He' cleansed the· leper; and you could tell 
that story of "the great things that Elisha hath done." , 
Down in the city, my dear friends, there are great men, 
there are men who are prosperous,-and ple'a'5e do not 
reserve your gospel £..O'r the man who 'sweeps the 
street. It is very easy to talk to the man whose hands' 
are soiled and who is clad i'n rough garments. But 

. remember this is the 'story of what God did for a man 
in an exalted position, a man who. was next to the 
king, great with his master and honourable. And 
I venture the a1ssertion that there are people in this 
city, who are ranked as successful men, who are 'pros­
perous in, business, who live in greaJt houses, wno have 
at their. command all worldly p'leasures, who a're 
envied by their rieighbours; and yet who know in 
their own hearts that, beneath all that appearance of 
prosperity, there is a deadly something that they have 
never been able to cope 'With; and they need a message 
that you can .give them, they need the story of the 
great things that our Elisha can do for the captain of 
the king's host. I think we have all failed here. We 
'do not carry. the gospel as we ought to people who are 
'somewhat difficult'of acceS's. You all know how true 
that .is. A man who is accustomed to receive the 
com'mands of others,- who is in a somewhat sub­
ordina~e position, we a'll think we can go tt;! him; 
and yet it is the other man very often whose heart is 
hungry for the very thing we have. Now if the Lord 
by His Spirit should lay i.t upon your heart during this 
week to go to some man of high . position, dare to 
go in His Name, and tell him "the great things that 
Elisha h~th done;" for remember, it was the king 
himself 'Who was asking this question: The king wa:s 
anxious to know; and there is that in 1he gospel 0.£ 

the Lord Jesus which wiII minister to m'en and women 
in the most exalted, as well as in the humblest station 
of life. 

There is also a story of a supernatural birth, and. a 
supernatural resurrection. By the Messing of God a 
new life ·came '1:0 the house of the Shunammite, and 
then that life went out 'again, and then it was received 
from God the second time-born again out of death. 
Tha,t was the message which the Shunammite had to 
tell. W oUildn't you like to be a boy again ? Wouldn't. 
you like to be a gir:1again ? Wouldn't you like to live 
your life over again? How we have spoiled it! What 
a record we have written! What a story we should 
have to tell' if we had to te'll it from the beginning 
until now! There is not one of us who would not like 
to tear out many of the pages of life's re.cord, and 
begin it aU over again. And that is' the story of the 
grac~ o.f our E1i>sha, that He makes it possible fpr us 
to begin again, makes it possible for every poor 
sinner to begin again. "Ye must be born ·again." It 
is the most wonder-ful story in the world to take to a 
man whose life is wrecked and tell him that you know 
of Somebody Who can take !the 1'ecord of that life and 
blot it a'll out and then by His power let him begin' 
life again,-be born from above, begotten 'Of the Spirit 
of God, and live hi,s life all over again. That was the 
story _ that Gehazi was trying to tell. Jusit at that 
time he was speaking of how Elisha .. ha:d raised a 
deaa body to life; teUing how when all the hopes of 
life had crumbled, when life was a long record of 
disappointment, when everything had .fai1ed-EI~sha 
came, and beh'Old, the lad lived again by the power of 
God through him. ,And that is ,the story of the gospel 

. of grace. . "I will restore to you the years that the 
locusts hath eaten." . 

There was still another aspect to Elisha's ministry. It 
was a record of preservatton through war and famine . 
The life that had been given had been preserved, until 
at last the woman actually stood m the presence of the. 
king, and at her side the life that had been restored 
and preserved through all !the war and famine years. 
Some peo.ple wonder that the church of Christ does 
not make gre'ater progress. The exis~~nce of the 
church of Christ, of a true church, is itself a miracle. 
'Vhat if you were to find some morning in the garden, 
when the thermometer registers twenty below zero, 
say in January or February,-what if you were to find 
'some delicate exotic flouri·shing and :blooming in a 
snow-bank? The whole dty would come to look UPOil 
it and wonder that it had escaped the frost and sur­
vived in the winter's climate. But that is the wonder' 
of grace. We are born from above. The lif.e that is 
in the believer is not indigenous .to this climate at all: 
it comes from heaven; it is a hothouse plant; it be­
longs to. ·anothercountry altogether: 'and i.f you can 
find a man or woman trusting in Jesus, w!1lking in 
fellowship with God, a plant· which the heavenly 
Father hath planted, ibearing the fruits of the Spirit 
in this wotld, then it is' .one of the miracles that our 
Elisha hath accomp1ished; and you had better call 
the whole city to come and look at it. It is 'a marvel­
lous thing. "The angel of the Lordencampeth round 
about them thalt ,fear him, and delivereth them." In 
the book that I referred to a moment ago the writer 

-
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says that the mind· of J esUos was filled with the 
mythical 'story of angelology and demonology, that 
Jesus believed in ange'l and demon possession, which, 
according to the writer, was not trqe. Do you believe 
in angels? I do. Some of us would not be here if it 
were not for God's angels. What of the story of the 
horses and chariots of fire round about E'1i'sha? I 
was talking to some of my ministerial friends one 
day, and I ·said, "I have no difficulty with that miracle 
at all. You may deny the horses and chariots of fire 
as much as you like; bult I have ridden in one of the 
chariots myself, and I know they 'are real." 0 yes, 
that is the story.we have to tell, not on1y that He gave 
life but th~t He preserves it; and by His good grace 

. we are here to-day to praise His name. 

III. 

And now this simple word: WHO IS GoING To 
TtLL THIS STORY? What is God's way of publishing 
"the gr~a:t things that Elisha hath done"? There you 
have a man asking that somebody 'Showld tell him the 
story; .and he is a type and represendtion of the whole 
wide world. "Tell me . . all the great things that 
Elisha hath done." Anld you have Gehazi trying to 
tell the story. I am a 'little bit puzzled about Gehazi. 
He was the servant of "the man of God." N ow if 
the ·story of N aaman',s cleansing is in its chronological 
order, then either Gehazi was himself a leper; for 
after that he went out frOom the presence of "the man 
of God" a leper-either he . was himself a leper-and 
it is s'carcely ·conceiva'ble tllat he should come into 
the presence of the king if he was still a leper-or 
he must, like Naaman himself, have been cleansed of 
his leprosy. If he was .a leper, I do not wonder that 
Gehazi did not tell h~s .·story very well; for lif he was 
uncleansed it meant this, that he had lived in the 
presence ·of Elisha:; he had seen Elisha do these 
wonderful things by .the power of God; he had seen 
him heal the Ieper, raise the dead; he had seen' him 
make the iron to swim; he had seen him do one thing 
after another, showing that the ·power of ·God was in 
him; but if he was still a leper, he himse1f had not 
been subject to. that miraculous power. What a 
terrible thing that would be, to have the whole world 
asking for somebody to tell of the great things that 
God has done, and to have no story to tell ourselves I 
B'u't I rather think that Gehazi's leprosy was a tem­
porary experience, like that of Miriam. I think he 
must have been cleansed of hIs leprosy; although we 
have no reco'l"d of the fact. And if so, then he himseLf 
would have 'been abl~ to 'say, "I can tell you of how. 
he cleansed N aaman, 1)ut I have a greater story than that." 

But to have told that would have forced him to confess a 
story of which he was ashamed. I think there are a 
lot of people in the church just like that. Theor­
eticaUy, if you talk to them quietly, they say, "I sup­
pose I was a sinner like other·s, but please do not bring 
tha.t up again~t me. Ido not want to go and tell 
people I am a sinner saved by grace. I am prepared . 
to discuss this matter in an academic fashion, but vou 
mllst not ask for my perl/onal testimony. I would 
rather tell w~at Elisha did for somebody else." 
Gehazi was trying to' ten .the ·story, and in walked the 
woman, and Gehazi s'aid, "This is the woman, and this ' 
is her son. She can te11 you' lJetter than I. can." Of 

course, she could. It is the voice of Christian ex­
perience that· prevans after all. You can theorize 
about. thes'e things as much as you like; but it is the 
~an or woman who 'can tell what J esu·s has done for 
hl.m. or for her ~ho will prevail in the lives of others. 
I Wish I could encourage every saved man and woman 

. here this moming .to begin. I believe we should study 
the Word. ~ belIeve. ~e should try to qualify our-' 
selves for a larger minIstry. And if there are ,some 
rouI?-g men here who have the ministry of the gospel 
m VIew, .then I suggest to you that the gospel deserves 
the best; that we ought to do our utmost to train 
eve~y power of the mind so that it 'can be exercised 
at Its fullest strength in ,the work of preaching the 
gospel, . But do not wait until you have been to 
college. 'before you begin to tell the great things which 
our ELisha hath done; because possrbly when you get 
to college 'Somebody willI tel'l you tha.t Elisha has not 
?one any great thing; and you had 'better be sure of 
It befo.re you go,. and you had better form the habit 
of .tellIng what He has done, and then they cannot 
stop you. The man who has been blind all his life 
w~s .t:?,0re thaI?- a match for the doctors of the law .. He 
said, One thmg· I know, that, whereas I was blind 
n?~ I see." And that is the testimony we have t~ 
give to-day ~ach for oursel~~'S, to tell "the .great things 
that our Ehs~a ~~t~ done. W.hy ·should we not get 
~ack to the slmphclty of the Bible? I was going to 
oay 0'£ the New Testament, but the same is in the Old 
Te~tament. 'God never 'commissioned His Church to 
b~tld up a. great inst~tu.~on, an elaborate organization, 
w~t~ all kmds ~f s?clettes ·and every facility for enter­
taining, and amusing. w.orl~ly minds. He gave' His 

. churc~ bu.t.one commlssnon: we are to go and witness 
for Him-Just to tell "the great things that Elisha 
ha:th done." One of the .things that inspired me during 
thIS pa~t week ~nd' thrIlled me through and through 
was thiS, that In every address this principle was 
?,bserved, and the Lord Jesus was exalted. And that 
q'S your supreme .duty and privilege and mine, every­
where to bear witness to the reality of Jesus Christ. 
May He help us so to do for His Name's sake. Let 
us pray. 

~ooks by Dr. Shields 
"THE ADVENTURES OF A MODERN 
YOUNG MAN." . 

A series of sermons on the parable of the 
prodigal and his brother. 

"CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT." 
A series of Thursday evening Bible Lec­
tures, from Genesis to II. Samuel. 

"THE'MOST FAMOUS TRIAL OF 
HISTORY." 

A series of sermons recendy preached in 
Jarvis St. Church on "The Trial of Jesus." 

Price Fifty cents a volume postpaid. 
Order from The Gospel Witness 130 
Gerrard St. East, Toronto, Canada. ' 
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don Brown, Box 502, Orangeville, Onto 

• • • 
MINER'S BAY FIELD. 

Under the supervision of Mr. Gordon 
Mellish real pioneering work has been 
done in the vicinity of Miner's Bay. 
Assisted by Mr. Charles Hard~e, it has 
been possible to have eig.ht or nine ser­
vices at different p'oints each week. The 
Word· of God has been proclaimed faith­
fully and fearlessly by these two mission­
aries, and recently there 'have been two 
baptismal services when some ten be­
lievers on the Lord Jesus Christ con­
fessed Him before men in the waters of 
baptism, in accordance with His com" 
mand. . , 

It . has Ibeen !possible, through Mr. 
Mellish's interes,t, to locate a permanent 
Pastor 'at 'Corson's Sidings and Mr ... and 
Mrs. Victor Reid 'are talting charge of 
the work there. Mr. Reid is an arts 
graduate of McMaster University, 'a 
Regular Baptist FundJamentalist, a mem­
ber' of Stanley Ave. Baptist Church, 
Hamilton, and the'Lord :has very wonder­
fully led 1these ambassadors to th~ir field 
of service and provided, by Christian 
friends in Toronto, for their support. 
Pray for them and for those who have 
so recently confessed Christ under the 
students' ·ministry. 

, . . .. 
MAPLE GROVE CHURCH AND FIELD 

The people are attending the services 
splendidly. Some have consecrated 
themselves' afresh 811J.d aI), offering', of 
some $34.00 has been made for Missions. 
The student-pastor, Mr. John H. Garbig, 
is having the privilege of proclaiming 

• the glorious Gospel message to a lar,ge 
congregation in, a United Church and 
will continue ~til Octolber. He asks the 
prayers of ·Christian friends that God's 
Word will indeed run, and be glorified in 
the saving of souls. 

•• • • • 
'KENORA. 

M:r.· W.C. l\fuIvor, a Toronto 'Baptist. 
Seminary student, has been conducting 
Open Air semces in Kenora and has 
suplied for Rev. E. E. Hooper of Kenora 
Baptist Chure}t on occasions. 

••••• 
NORTH BAY. 

'Dhe following letter has been re­
ceived from Mr. James Forrester"now in 
charge of the North Bay Regular Bap­
tist Mission:-

"During last week I was able .to ib'ring 
the work here into prDper perspective. 
A fair survey of the ground over which 

W. GORDON BROWN, Editor. 

dear Brother Allen hall' gone <;ompels' me 
to pay him tribute. He iba,s done a 
ndble work in gathering 'about :him such 
a fine nucleus of God's clrl1dren in ,the 
face of such opposition as we find: di­
rected against ,the work here. I ,trust 
he will soon be reSitored :to full health 
and s~ngth. Sunday's services proved 
very encouraging. The attendance at 
each service was good. In the morning 
a.bout thirty folk turned out. Sunday 
Seho01 ibrought about twenty children in­
cluding some big Catholic girls as well 
as six or seven adulits. At the Gospel 
service in the evening we had a turnout 
of twenty-five.- Three men to wh~ I 
spoke were urider deep convieton. One 
broke down completely !but none would 
accept Chirist just then. • 

Most of the North Bay people have 
been informed of the work of the Regu­
lar Baptist Mission. The Italians whopl 
I have visited: are very bitter. There 
are very many FrenCih-Sipeakdng people 
in the ,town but I have not yet come into 
c'ontact with any who would listen to the 
Gospel. (Mr. Forrester speaks French.­
Ed.) 
, The folk who are interested in the 
work and who have attended the meet­
ings since their inception are standing 
right ibehind me and it is most encourag­
ing to kno1V that they are willing to co-
operate so wholeheartedly. . 

Mr. Douglas B:rown has proved of Very 
great serW.ce by rendering 'gladlY' to the 
work of his musical ,talent. We Sippre­
ciate his support in a way we cannot 
express. 

We are proud to partic~ate in and to 
be identified with a work that stands 
for the teaching and the- preaching of 
God's . precious truths. To unfold to 
hungry, seeking hearts ,the 'unsearchable 
riches of Christ' is the most glorious, and 
most nobile of all tasks although pos­
sibly fraught with the greatest dangers." 

• • • • 
ROUYN ·NORANDA. 

For the prayer helpers supporting ,the 
Wellington Brothers in their mission 
work in 1Jhese mining towns, we 'report 
word of 'continued blessing and· en­
couragement. The minUYtry has heen 
extended ,to Larder Lake. Keep pra.ying. 

• • • • 
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST CHURCH, 

FORT WILLIAM. 
Pastor Gordon W. Searle in charge. 

A church property has recently Ibeen 
secured and reports come from various 
sources of the splendid work being done 
by' Mr. Searle. Open Air meetings, in 
Which Mr. Searle co-operated with the 
Rev. R. J. 'Campbell, of the West Fort 

Baptist Churches, in Ontario 

Baptist Church, have been: blessed. 
Prayer is requested for these ,two testi­
monies in that needy Western city. 

• • * • 
WORK IN QUEBEC PROVINCE. 

Remember S1. Paul's Field Day­
October 1st! 

Montreal Regular Baptists are C8llll­
'paigning for souls, during 'WIte S'lJIIDmer 
months. Tent meetings ha~ been held 
under the supervision of the Rev. Arthur 
St. James in Montreal and: under ,the Rev. 
C. H. Leggett in Verdun. In connection 
with the latter, Mr. Leggett reports:-

"Our Gospel Timt Meetings are in full 
swing and much blessing is given al­
though the attendance is not large in 
this wicked and formally-religious metro­
polis. Quite a nUtmiber of uncoverted 
people are attending, however; and a 
deep spirit of' thoughtfulness prevaHs'. 
On Sunday, August 18th, at the Chil­
dren's meeting a large number of chil­
dren came forward and signified their 
acceptance of Christ as Saviour. The 
evening service was the most mDving of 
any which we have experienced for 
years, about ten persons definitely 
accepted Christ as their ~rsonal Saviour. 
A father and two daughters were among 
these." 

In connection with the work .of Em­
manuel Regular Baptist Church, Verdun, 
Mr. Legg.ett tells us that ,three mothers 
.have recently been 'baptized. T'he ibap­
tismal service W8tS' held, through the 
courtesy of the Pastor and people of the 
Verdun BaJptistChurch, in ,1Jheir ibuild­
ing. 

As our readers know, Emmanuel RegU­
lar Baptist Ghurch, Verdun, is greatly in 
n~d of a 'building. Plans have been 
carefuHy gone overiby the Building 
Committee of the Church and; most of 
the details settled upon. One of the best 

'loca tions in Western Verdun has been 
secured and the tent meetings have con­
-secrated: the ground to the service of our 
God, 'but money comes in slowly. Mem­
ber:s 'of the Church have done no'bly 
but .they eanlllOt go forward and grasp 
the opportuni.ties of the present time 
unless some stewards of tIilie Lord will 
come 'to -their assistance. Mooernists 
are c'oming into the community' :with 
thousands of dollars to /back them in 
their destructive work. Emmanuel BSip­
tist Church should. claim the attention 
and suppDrt of Fundamentalists 'Who are 
jealous for :the "sure word of Pl'O'Phecy". 

Oheques may be sent to Rev. w. E. 
At~inson, Secreta!'y'-Treasurer of the 
Union, and amOlUllts w:m be promptly 
forwarded to Emmanuel ,Church, Verdun, 
Quebec. 

" 
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B· t" t B"bl U" Lesson Leaf good and bad, the neceSlS.ity f-or its con-ap IS I e nlon trol, and the means of that control. 

Vol. IV. 
N 3 II. THE NATURAL BENT OF THE 

o. TONGUE, (vs. 6~12). 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON,'Editor. 
1. The sueceeddng verses indicate \ the 

natural hent of the tongue: It is a "fire", 
a world of "iniquity", (v. 6). Tllis is 

Lesson 37. 
very strong" language, and yet expeci­

September 15th, 1929. ence. and OIbs'ervation c-orrobol'laite the 
Third Quarter. 

CONTROLLING THE TO.NGUE. 

Lesson Text: James, chapter 3. 
Golden Text: "Even so the tongue is a 

little member, and boasteth great 
things. Behold, how great a mat­
ter a little fire kindleth." James 
3:5. 

truth -of ,the statement in relation to 
the uncon'troIledi tongue. What grelllt 
mis<chief it has done, what sin it 'has 
caused, what defilement it has wrought; 
how even whole nations 'have been af­
fected, and at times' the w,orld has been 
stirred'; truly It has Ibeen ret -on fire of 
hell. Man in his uIU'egenera'te state is 
under the powe'r of Satan, (I John 5:19), 
his whole nature is corrupt, (R'OIn.3:10-
18), and the Consequence is a defiled 

THE 
tongue. A ChriSitian has been, delivered 

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF from the power of Satan, but is never 
TONGUE, (vs. 1-5). free from his tempta'tion. He has a new 

nlature, but still retains the old, 8,1-
1. The tongue is a little member but though it should be in the Place Of 

it has great influence. It has power for death, (Rom. 6:11) and he must ever :be 
evil and corresponding power for g'Ood, on the alert, lelft the Adlver.sary use that 
and James ibrings clearly to our altten!- old nature for fue carrying ou't of his 
ti'on the impor.tance of this member. purposes, (Matt. 16 :23). 2. The un­
The chapter opens with an exhorta'tion tamea:ble disposition of the tongue is 
to ifu·ose who would be te'achers, prob. then stated, "every kind of beasts", etc. 
albly having in' mind s'ome who were ''h'ath bee'n tamed", ''but the tongue 
not fully qualified for the duties and can no man tame, it is an unruoly evil, 
consequently not divinely called thereto, full of deadly poison", (VB'. 7, 8). Brute 
wherein the warning is gi'Ven that be,asts cali be brought under SlUbjeetion, 
greater jud:gment c-omes ~p-o!l th?se who but the tongue cannot be tamed, its na­
do such work, (v. 1). ThIS' ImplIes that ture neve'r changes, there lurks in it al­
according to the priyilege and reSip-ons~- ways the p'OS'S'ibility ·of evil. But it can 
bility so shall the Judgment be. It IS be controlled and it is the diuty of eveTY 
n-ot a light thing to take part in the child of 'God :to see to it that the tOD!gUe 
work of the Lord. 2. This is followed is funy surrendered to the Lord and 
by 'a S'tatement concerning the imper. undier His control, (Rom. 12:1, 2), for 
feet nature of the work of the teach~rs, He is the only one who can gain the 
"in many ways they stumble",. (v. 2), .real· masitery over it. Left to itse:lf it 
referring to the matter of slpeech. Words is an unruly evil, dividing homes, 
are uttered at times which were better churches, and nations, and leading to 
left unsaid and unwise sltatements' are much suffering, both mental and phy­
made .. "If ',any man offend not in word, sical. 3. The phrase, "dlouible-toll!gued" 
the Slame is a perfect man", of ma'bure is illustrated in the following verses, 
charBlCter, "and able ~lso t-o brid1le t1l:e (vs.9-12), wherein it is shown that 
whole body". There IS then the ,POSSl- blessIIrg and cursing proceed from the 
bility of reaching sU'ch a state, and when same mouth. This is' stated to be oon­
one is alble to control the tongue he. wary to nature, for SlWeet and bitter 
gives evidence that he has mastery over water do not come from the same foun­
the whole 'body. 3. The imp-ortance of tain a fig tree does not be'ar olive ber': 
this little m'em'beT is illUiltrated from r1es' nor a vine figs and no f'Ountain can 

b"thh' t'h' " the ure of the It In e orse s mou • bring forth salt water and fresh; there~ 
(v. 3), and the helm on the ship, (v. 4). fore no tongue ou'ght to 'be used f-or the 
B'oth are small but powerful, andl pro- purpose of ble'slsing God anld! cursing 
vide the means for C'Omplete control. men.' To use it in such a m'anner is to 
"Even so the tongue is a little member act the hlY'P,oerite and our Lord was 
and boaSlteth grealt things", (v. 5). Wha't most severe upon such persons, (Maitt. 
great swelling words it can utter, anq 23:14). The fact of this dou.ble irtJ:eam 
what great damage it can do. "How emphasizes the fallen nature. -of man, 
great a ,matter a little fire kin:li'leth". • One his condition of total depravity, and the 
match may se't a whole forest on fire, neces'Sity for the new natul"e. Note als,o 
and one tongue may llpset a w~ole com- the cause f·or the tongue's d'ispoSiition, 
munity, and e8i\lse untold mIsery. It the consequences of its uncontrolled USle 
has tremendous potential power either and the neees'soj,ty for its strict control. 
for good or evil. Consequently its oon-
trol is of the greatest importance. 4. In III. THE HEA VENL Y AND EARmLY 
this p'amgl"aph then, no,te the respon:sI- WISDOM IN CONTRAST, (vs. 13-18). 
bility resting upon those wh-o ~each, the 
necess,ity of ibeinlg d:e.fi.niteLy led of God 1. Noone like's to be acclaimed fool­
before one seeks to do so, and the im- iB'h: the d:es~re is.to be wise, and to gain 
portance of carefulnes's in speech. Em- the reputa'tion of such, hut the desire 
phasis may ibe also laid in teaching upon is not fu1fllled unless the actions corre­
ifue tongue as a sign of the inward con- . spond. James say:s, if there is any wise 
diti-on of the man, (Matt. xv:18), upon man amon:g you, "yet him show out of 
its great influence, the results of its use, a good conversation his works with 
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meekness of wdsdom", (v. 13). In the 
pre\7'ious ch2}pter he had taught the ne­
cessity for faith s!hoWing itself in W'Orks, 
and here a similar thought is expressed. 
There is no use claiming wisid'om or 
knowledge ·unleSIS these are made mani­
fest in the life, and assuredly if they 
are pres'ent, they will show themeelV'es 
in the general conduct. Lt is of the ut­
most imJportance that the child of God 
s'hould live in aeeordance With hi~ 
Father's will, and be' an eX'ample unto 
the w-orld! of that which is good, uplift­
ing, and holy. 2. But sometimes the 
evil nature 'predominates and its' works 
8I1'e seen in bitter envying and strife. 
This is contrary to the new nature, and 
gives no ground for glorying, (v. 14). 
It is not from above, but ,is "earthly", 
sensual . and devilish", (v. 15). "For 
where envying and strife is there is 
confusion and e<very evil work", (v. 16). 
This is both a descrlpti-on and a warn­
ing, III description of the result of the 
uncontrolled life and tongue, and a warn­
ing: against permitting such a condition 
to pertain. It is sad indeed when the 
old IlIaoore is allowed to ass~rt .itself, it 
works untold harm in the 1ndrividullll and 
through, him in the church, creating d!i.s­
turbance, arousing ill-feeling, and. hin­
dering the work of the Holy Spirit: 
Surely one ought to realize th:at such 
things ought not to be. To act in such 
a manner is to sin grievousIy againSit 
God. 3.. The wisd:om which is from 
albove is the -opposite of such. It is 
"first pure", (v. 17). It descends not to 
any evil wOl"k, but aets always accord­
ing to the law of holiness. It, may al­
ways be differentiated frOID the other ~n 
its motive and actions. It never stoops 
to anything unworthy of its s'ource, but 
always' acts ·on a high plane and in the 
beSit interests of others. It is also "peace­
a.ble". The tongue is under control and 
is' used only in accordlance with the mind 
of God', and never to' stir up s·trife. It 
is "gentle", or "courteous", never dis­
courteous, even to enemies, always t~t­
ing others in a Ioving spirit. A dIscour­
teous Chris·tian is -one out of touch with 
his Lord. It, is "easy to be entreated", 
not self-willed. How many professed 
Christians there are whose service is 
spooled! through self-will. They say and 
do things which are clearly wrong, sim­
p1y because they are in accordance with 
thffir desires and they make trouble 
when things are not done to suit them. 
Such self-wil'l should give place to God's 
will, then peace shall reign. 4. It is 
"full of mercy and good fruits", or "com­
pass~on and good actions". It looks' upon 
me'n thl"ough the eyes' of Godl, and seeks 
to serve them in His Spirit. It is' "with­
out partiality" or "favourdtism", treat­
'ing all alike and "without hypocrisy". 
It never pretends to 'be what it is not. 
It is always wIrat it a~rs to be. It 
is then worthy of trust at all times. 
And righteousness is the fruit of such 
conduct, (v. 18). In\ dealing with the 
tongue, cer'tain things may be poin'ted 
out in add!ition to those alreadw men­
tioned, such as, the ori·gina:} purpose of 
the tongue, the cause for the lack of 
self-co,ntrol, the heinousnes'S' of Mns of 
the tongue, the preventives of such sIns, 
negative and positive, and .the beneficial 
influence of a con'trolled tongue. 


