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WISDOM··AND HER CHILDREN 
The difficu.lty of pleasing everybody is universally It follows .;there£ore that Wisdom must be willing 

recegnized., Many men whese mechanical ability ex- . to' be misundersteed ef her centemporaries. Great 
ceeded their reasoning powers have spent weary years men and great mevements can be rightly appraised 
endeav.euring t9 discever a prinCiple of perpetual enly when they are viewed in the perspective 'Of his
motion; and netwithstanding the. universal failure, fery. The man wheseceurse is generally appreved 
every generatien pre duces a new greup who flatter by his centemperaries is likely ·to be a man whose 
themselves that they are en the track of the missing werk has enly a temperary ·value. T.herefere the 
wheel. It is nbt surprising therefore,. in spite. ef the people reund abeut him appreve his cenduct, because 
fact that nO' 'one has ever succeeded in deing it, that he has accomplished semething which ministers to' 
each generation should produce men who still hepe the present need. But the man ef far vision, who 
to find a way o.f pleasing everybedy: builds f'Or the future, is likely, to' the men ef his time, 

Our Lerd Hi~~elf ep.ceuntered the difficulty, and to'. seem to' ·be a ve~y unimpertant man. The man 
remarked on it when He said, "Whereunto shall I liken wno can plant a Chnst}llas tree full-grewn in the par
this generation? It is like unto children sitting in the lor'and c~)Ver it ~ith pretty li~hts ~n~ teys in an heu'1' 
markets, and calling unto their fel~ews, and saying, or ~e, will .be hailed by the httl~ c~lldren as a hero. 
We have piped unto yeu, and ye have net danced; we But the man ~h'O pl~nts acorns IS hkely. to' be voted 
have mourned un.to yeu, and ye have not lamented. a dull and unmter~stmg .fellew. HowbeIt, leng after 
fo'1' John came neith~r eating ner ·drinking, and they the acern-planter IS gone, and t~e flowers of many 
say, He hath a devil. The Sen ef manca~e ·eating sum?lers have b,Iossomed ever ~us gra~e, ,th.e forest 
and drinking, and they say, Beheld a man glllttonous, of giant oaks whIch grew .from hIS plantmg WIll preve 
and a winebibber a friend of pu'blicans and sinners. a seurce ef wealth to' these whO' need great timber 
But wis~om is j~stified e{ her children." By which I ~ith which ~e build "hear.ts ef eak" s~ch a~ 'preved 
He intended us to' understand that Wisdem is never m days gone by the bulwarks ef a' nahon's hberty .. 
justified of fier ~entemperaries; but that, when her The fruits ef Wisdem -de net always rapidly mature. 
principles and precepts have had time to' mature, whe'n They are, in fact, as a rule, of rather slow growth. 
the field she has planted has had t.ime to' bring ferth The man who lives and labeurs fer the appreval of 
fruit, observers are compelled to' admit that Wis- his ewn day,"and is sO' determined to' win :popular 

, dem's ways were right. . faveur that he will de 'Only these things to' which 
. Literally this saying finds its fulfilment in the nene .ef his centemI:>e~aries wil,l o~ject, bu~ o.f which 
children of wise men. Men of mature. years do not all ~Ill appreve, WIll spend hIS hfe grewmg mush-. 
always recegnize. hew much their judgment is the r?~ms. !hey ptay be served ~p 'under pelitical, re
outgrowth of .~x;perience; and when such a man a-d- hglOuS, lIterary! er ?ther auspIces, but m .whatever 
vises his yeung .sen respecting the preper ceurse to' sP.here he exercIses .hImself,. the. product ef ~us .labo~rs 
take in given circumstances his sen will ·be almest WIll se~ve as. an adjunct to' seme sert ef evenm~ dm
certain to' questien the wisc;loem ·ef 'his fatner's judg- ner whIch' wIll be ,fergetten en the merrew; whIle, on 
ment. N er wilJ any argument cenvince him that his the ether. hand, the~e whO' traffic i~ Wisdom in ap.y 
father is right. But when twenty years have passed, sph.ere WIll .find theIr reward enly m the approval o~ 
and experience has matured his judgment alsO', he will theIr pesterIty. . 
be likely to' say to himsetf again and again, "How -This principle is amply illustrated in. the pages of . 
wise my father was!" Hely Writ. Faith and Wisdem are inseparable, fer 

'/ 
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"the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom"; 
and he is 5upr·emely wise who believes and obeys 
God. This, Abraham did;, and how 'foolish did his 
choice appear to those whom he left behind him wh'en 
he departed from Ur of the Chaldees. Equally foolish 
to carnal minds was his course when he allowed Lot 
the privilege of choosing according to the sight of 
his eyes. But all the centuries whiCh have followed 
after· have justified Abraham's faith and appraised it 
as the highest wisdom. 

A very striking example of the .folly, that makes 
choice of the visible and temporal, in contrast with 
the wis~om which chooses the unseen things which 
are eternal is supplied in the history of Esau "who, 
for .one morsel of meat sold his birthright". Jacob's· 
wisdom in yielding that mess o.f pottage has been 
justified a thousandfold. 

Joseph is an outstanding ·example,of the principle. 
The life he lived, to his short-sighted brothers, was 
unreal apd visionary., "Behold, this dreamer cometh", 
they said. Dreamers have always been lightly valued 
by the peo.ple with whom they liyed. But when the' 
dreams of Joseph were realized the wisdom of all his 
dreams was justified. 

Thus we might cite Moses, Joshua, (:aleb, David, 
and all the prophet~. Vlithout ·exception they were 
men who traded in Wisdom's ware's. 

Political historv would furnish us with innumerable 
illustrations of this principle. Men like Cromwell, 
Pitt the Younger" Washington, and Lincoln, were 
all men,lwhose eyes w<:!re on the point where the long 
road drops below the. horizon; and, in another sense 
than that intended in the epistle. to the Hebrews, they 
declared plainly that they sought a country; they 
dealt with principles the fruit of whose full develop
ment only a seer could see. 

The pre-eminent example of this principle, how
ever, is suppFed in Him by Whose lips these words 
were uttered, and vVho was, and is, 'Himself the 
Source of all wisdom. He reaped, no temporal gain 
from all His labours. He received no temporal reward 
for His healing ministry. His uncompromising wit
ness to the truth broug'ht Him to' the cross and to. the 
grave. Daubtless as the night fell upon that day af 
crucifixoian there were many who said, "A little caution, 
a little tact, wauld have conserved such splendid 
pawers far many years to. come." What folly to bury 

. a kernel of wheat in the ground instead of grinding. it 
into flour! Ah, but the galden harvest field will 'be 
the justification of that burial. Without the cross 
th~re could have been no resurr·ection; without either 
there could have been no opened heavens, and no. 
Pentecast, no. 'redemptian, no gaspel. Yes, a multitude 
which no man ca11' number, who. are the children of 
the W isdam and of the Grace that went to the cross 
and thraugh the grave to. the glory; are Wisdom's 
justificatiop af the incamparable sacrifice. 

Stephen affered a fine example of unwisdom accord
ing to .human judgment. Yet the sequel to 'that testi
many suggests that by his first, and last sermon 
Stephen ex·ercised a mare fruitful ministry ·than any 
other man has done in a ministry of a lifetime. Saul o'f 
Ta~sus never forgat it, and the vision of Stephen's 
lac as of an angel must ha"e remained with him to 
the end. 

The principle, then, we have discussed applies to 
every farm af Christian service. It finds a place 
especially in the ministry of a Sunday School teach-er. 
vVhat a humdrum piece of work it is to teach a class 
Sunday by Sunday! How EttIe there is to show 
sometimes, for many years, for the service rendered t 
Going. home fro11;1 our ,office late ane night we picked 
up a gentle':I1an going in our direction. He was a 
man of some prominence, we discovered later, and 
was just returning from a reunion of the members of 
his Bible class, a class which he had taught far forty 
years. He remarked that as Sunday by Sunday he 
had endeavaured to open to. them the Word of God 
it did not appear at the time that he was ·doing very 
much, but that evening they had had 'a gathering af 
as many as had :been members of the class back through 
the forty yea~s, as they could find, and 'with cansiderable 
emation he told us of the missionaries and ministers 
and others in all walks o(life who had gathered that 
eV'ening, and 4ad borne grateful testimony to the 
gracia?s influence of the weekly l~sson taught through 
the years. That man that night needed no. flrgument 
to prave the value of Sunday Schoal teaching: . He 
had seen \VisdQm justified of her 'children. 

, The preacher, too, must keep this principle in mind. 
. T'he Apostle Paul said it was a small .thing with him 

to. be judged of man's day; that is to say, he endeav
aured to be independent of the judgment of his con
temporaries. He said, "Judge nothing before the time, 
until the Lord came, w~o hath will bring .to light the 
hidden' things of darkness, and will make manifest 
the counsels af the hearts." The late Alexander Grant, 
a great Canadian Baptist preacher af a generation ago, 
as 'he' .faced a gr,eat congregation on one occasion, re
mar.ked to someone with him on the platform, "This is 
my chance for the judgment day." He ,did not thipk 
of ;pleasing his hearers, nor of winning their applause; 
he thought rather of the day when Wisdom's children 
would attain their majority, and would justify a 
preacher's faithfulness. 

There are movements, too, which illustrate this age
long habit of Wisdom's family. For some years past 
in Ontario and Quebec a group of men and :women· 
have .earnestly contended for "the faith once .for all 
delivered ullto'the saints". Everyone who has done 
so has met with abuse and excommunication. Th,ey 
have been told that while it was perfectly right to 
'hold to the faith, they were wrong in their "spirit" 
arid "methads". No matter what spirit they mani
fested, or what met~ods they emplayed, so. long as 
they contended for, the faith they could !be only wrorig. 
It is useless to argue the que'stion. There ar·e multi
tudes of ch~rch members whose carnal minds are des- ' 
titute of spiritual discernment, and in whase liv·es 
the Word of. God has no authority; whose religion is 
a theory remote from character, or ~onduct, and they 
see no reason why they should ;break ,w~th their friends 
on religious grounds! There are others who are not 
without spiritual perception, and they see that things 
are being taught in McMaster University, and fur
thered through Convention ,afficials, which are not in 
harmony with "the faith once for all deliv·ered unto . 
the sairi'ts". Of course they wish it were otherwise, 
but as it would expose'them to some temporal loss in 
friendships or finance, they are ·content to let things 
go on without protest. 

I 
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The same is true of conditions in the Northern Bap
tist Convention in the United States; and, in lesser 
measure than in. the North~rn Convention, in the' 
Southern Conventi.on; and is e'qually true of the Ba.p
tist Union of Gr·eat Britain. But what is to be done? 
Those of us who have contended for the fa-ith may 
be asked, What have you accomplished by your ·con
tention in Ontari'o an:d Quebec, for instance? Well, 
we have a new ~eminary; a new Convention of nearly. 
:a hundred churches .. Is that .our justification? No! 
We may not be fully justified in the eyes of the people 
,of our time, but ther·e ar·e some who can see twenty 
years in advance,~what then? By that time Mc-

. Master U~iversity will have ceased to ·be, in any true 
-.sense, a Ba.-ptist institution. Marshallism will have 
borne fruit. The churches no·w are manned by .. men 
many of 'Whom, while voting, for Marshallism, preach 
the opposite. But twenty years from no~ many of 
these will .hav·e passed on, and the churches of the 
Ontario and Quebec Convention will be manned by 
:men who have imlbi;bed the 'principles of MarshaUism. 
'What then? Professor Marshall has not ,yet fully 
·d,isclosed his system. It will prove itself in its dis
;c~pl\es; and when they nave become the ipastors of tlJ.e. 
churches of the Ontario and Quebec Convention there 
wi'll be no' 'authoritative mble left;' there will !he no 
doctrine of individual salvation through faith in the 
atoning .efficacy of the precious Iblood of Christ 
preached from the puLpits; there. will be no divine 
Saviour. Indeed, if.MarshaUism continues unchecked, 
twenty years :from riow the churches of the ,ontario 
and QUe'bec Convention will- be very much I.ike the 
Congregational-Unitarian churches of the United. 
State's. '. I)' 

On the other hand, ·the neJW Seminary, which is, 
as its name implies, a seminary, will hav·e grown. 
The acorn will have 'become an oak. The ,students 
who have been tiained ther:e will.lbe a great host, and 
they will go out witn a passion for'the honour of God's 
Son and for God's Word, a'nd for the soul's of' men. 

, The hundred churches will pwbalbly' have become' a 
thousand, and the ten or twelve· thousand members 
wi~1 ~ay.e :become a hundr·ed thousand; or perhaps 
,tWice that numlber, and "there shall be an handful .of 

" 

of the Deity qf Christ with His virgin birth will Ibe 
fore.ver settled as He takes to Himself His great 
power and reigns. There will be ·no two opinions 
about the efficacy of the :precious Mood, or as to "whe
ther the Lamb of God did really bear our sins in His 
own 'body on the Tree :-the innumera.ble multitude 
who have washed their rolbes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb, ,and who will !be manifested 
with thei'r Lord in glory, 'will be the ultimate attesta
tion 'of the truth that ",vithout·shedding.of blood there 
is no remission. And when the books are opened and 
the other book, 'which is the book of lif.e, and men are 
judged aq:ording to the things written therein, and 

. when the final awards are made, and in the holy city, 
new J erusaJ.em, the redeemed of the Lord shall see 
all terrestrial beauty fade, and all celestial splendours 
.eclipsed by the eternally transcendent glory of the 
Lamb, the Wisdom that has' earnestly contended f9r 
the 'faith once for all deliver·ed to the saints will- be 
'justified by her children whom the Holy Scriptures 
have' made wise unto salvation. "Therefore judge 
nothing befor.e the time, until the Lord ·come." . 

. CHURCH AND SIDiVIINARY NOTE;S. 
Large congregations were present at all services on Sun

day. Five Ibelievers were :ba.ptized in the evening. The 
attendance at Sch.ool in the in'orning 'Was 883,...!....not what it 
ought to have 'be'en, but compared' with. other scho'ols, not 
bad for a Sunday in midsummer. There was' a great con
gregation at the open-air service. The" Pastor spoke· at the 
four services', as uSoual. Bilble Class, 10.00 to 10.45, 11.00 
and 7.00 in. the auditorium, and· 9.00 out-of-doors. 

. The new sySttem of amplifiers, or loud-speakers, to carry 
the mus,ic of Ol'gan arid orchestra: to all the rooms Oi:f the 
several buildings to ena'ble the School to march ·to the same 
tune ,to the auditorium at eleven O'clock, will be ready for 
Sund'ay. This· sys<tem will repla:ce the one with which we 
experiment~ a month or so ago. A week later we expect 
it will be extended to the opeIll-air platform; and, for the 
playing of .organ and chimes, to the Church steeple. By tne 
use of this amplifying system in case of overflow congrega
ti()ll's it will 'be posSlible to f.ollow the whole service in the 

"aud1itorium, hymns, reading, prayer and sermon ill' every 
room of all the buildings. In this way tliree thousand people 
could hear the service indoors, and 'by the use· of the IIImpli
fier on the open-air platform, twice as many outside. 

'Corn in the earth upon the top of the mountains; the . Dean Stockley will sail from England, August 23rd, arriv
fruit thereof shall shake like L~banon: and they of ing in Toronto about September 2nd. He will .be heartily 
the city shall flourish like grass .of the earth." In that welcomed by all who known him. ' . 
. day Wisdom willibe J'ustified of her chl·ld"en, and t.he We are particularly anxious to have as large a number of : ,. Toronto Ba.ptist, young people take advantage of the Semin-
few genuine believers wh9 will then be left in the old . ary evening classes. No ·stronger courses are offered any-' 
Convention with their :barren ministries and their de-. where, and the Seminary has.the distinct advantage of being 
dining memberships, will say, "It is now evident that distinctive and, unashamedly Baptist. 

Money is alwaY8 needed for regular Seminary eZpe'1l.8e8 
th.ose' who protested twenty years ago against this since we have no endowment and depend entirely upon the 
bhght. that has fallen upon the Denomination, sa:w in contributions of God's people as they are moved by His 
advance of their time to what desolation the curse '. Spirit to give .. As yet we ~av,e ~ever asked anyone directly 
of Modernism would lead." \ -for a dollar SInce the SemInary oPIl~ed. , Before we opened 

A d · th d W' d '11 t1.. • .II! we asked .one man--one of the Lord s .noblemen, but he was n m at ay IS om WI . lue Jusbued of her not moved to give. '. . 
,childr·en. . Money for Student Aid will be especially welcome .. This 
.. But even the.n the full fruit of Wisdom will not tbe' week. we recei!ed a letter froD} a friend ~f many years' 

Th A tl P"l 'd "J d h' b f standIng. He IS not a man of mdependent mcome but one 
seen. . e p,os e au sal, ~ ge not. mg ~ e ore. who works for weekly wages. He wrote to say ,lie would give 
the time, until the L.ord come, who WIll brmg to five dollars a month. to help a needy student, beginning 
light the hidden things of darkness, and will make O~tober b~. . 'I. • 
manifest the counsels of the. hearts' th h 11 Vfe are JUs~ wondenng. Would It not be a good thIng to 

',,, . e~ s a every aSSIgn a partIcular. student to each helper, so that student 
man hav·e praise of God, When the white hOI:se and and helper could be known to each other and pray for each 
his Rider comes down the skies all argument atbout oth~r? Would it not. be an inspiration to 'one who thus makes 
the inspiration and authority of the Bible will Ibe at sacnfice, perhaps for years to.come, to foll<?w:with his prayers 
. d f 'H '11 b th f f' Th '. the student he helped to tram for the ml11l'stry? We pass an en, or e WI. 'e e proo 0 It. . e question on this suggestion. WQo will be next to subscn'be? 
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"WHEN THE DAUGHTERS OF MUSIC ARE BROUGHT LOW." 

A Message Especially for Aged Saints. 

, A Sermon by t~e Pastor, Dc. T. T.Shields. 

. Preached In Jarvis. s.treet 'Baptist Church, Toro~to, Sunday Morning, August 4th, 1929 . 

. (.stenographically' Reported) 

"And Barzil"lai the' G'ileadite came 'down from RO'gelim, and went over. J·ordan with the king, to 
conduct him over Jordan. 

"N ow B'arzi'llai was a very aged' man, even fourscore years old: and he had provided the king 
of sustenance while he lay at Mahanaimj for he was a very' great man. 

"And the king s'aid unto BarziHai, Come thou over with me, and 1 will feed thee with me 'in 
J erus·alem. . 

"And Barzillai said unto the king., How ,long have 1 to live, that 1 shouldl g'0 up with the king 
unto Jerusalem? 

"I am this dlay f,ourscare years old!: and. can'l discern between ,good and evil.? can: thy 'servant 
taste what 1 eat or what 1 drink? can 1 hear any more the voice of singing men'and singing women? 
wherefore then shouldl thy servant be yet a burden unto my. lord the king? 

"Thy s'ervant will go a little way ·over Jordan with the king: and why should the king recompense 
it me with such a reward? 

. "Let thy serVant, 1 pray thee, turn iback again, that 1 may die in mine own city, and 'be 'buried by 
the grave of my father and of my mo'ther." H Samue119:31-37. 

Prayer Before' the Sermon. 
We rejoice, 0 Lord!' our God, in the as,surance that Thou 

art in the midst of Thy people as often as they as·semble in 
Thy name, and there. are' many here thIs morning who have 
coone for no other' purpose than to meet with Thee. We re
joice in the knowledge of a living Saviour, Who in the Per
son of· the Holy Ghost dwells in the hearts of His s"intS'. We 
thank Thee that Thou art with us now. Thou art the same 
Jesus that walked the earth in the long ago when Thou didlst 
~o a!bout doing g·ood. Thou didist .open the eyeS' of the :blind 
and unstop the e·ars of the d'eaf; the f.e·vered patienJt was 
made whole at Thy touch; the lame man was made to leap 
as an hart; and even death itself fled at Thy approach, Thou 
Lord of life. . . 

We wors,hip Thee this morning as' the same Savi-our. We 
come to ,bring our tribute of· praise, for praise is ever comely, 
and it is a good thing for us to praise the Lord. The'refore 
do we come to worship the Father, the ,Son, and: the Holy 
Ghost, one God.. Accept, we pray Thee, the worship of our 
hearts. Accept, through the merits of our Lord Jesus; the 
adoration of those in whose heartS' the love of God has been 
shed atbroad by the Holy Ghost. WhO' is given unto us. 

We pray that Thou wilt command Thy blessing .upon 
every memlller of this congregation thiS' morning. There are 

. some who are young, who are still in the early hours .of life's 
morning, who have, in all probability, a long day before 
them. We .pray that their steps' may be orete'red of the 
Lord; that they may seek Thee early, and' find Thlle; and 
that they may learn .to number their days even at the 'be
ginning of life, that they may apply their hearts unto wis
dom. Save, we pray Thee, the 'boys and the girls, and: 'the' 
young men and women, with Thy great mlvation. We covet 
them all f1lr Thee; and pray that ·their lives may ·be held! in' 
the hand of Him Who has all authority in heaven and on 
earth. May they be protected'! May. Thine angels be given 
charge concerning them, to keep them in all their ways! 
Bring. them through life safe· from all harm, we beseech 
Thee. Save them, and make them fruitful and usefu'l; and 
may their lives ,be '~ent for. the glory of Thy ,great name! 

There are s·ome who have reached middie life, and· who 
have .behind them an e~tended experience of Thy faithful
ness, who are able to say, "-Because thou hast ibeen my help, 
theref·ore in the shadorw of thy wing'S will I rejoice"; "I love 
the Lord, 'because' he hath heard' my voice and IllY supplica
tions'. Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore 
will 1 call up·on him as long as 1 li:ve." 0 -Lord', we ibless 
Thee for the days in which we have seen the mighty hand of 
God. How patient Thou has "ibeen with us, how 'loOngsuffer
ing, hQ'W tender, how merciful! When we would have tumoo 
aside Thou hast ·brought us iback again into 'the path of 

Thine appointment. Thoo hast held us ~ith 'Thy strong 
right hand, and would not let us' ·go. We thank Thee for this, 
this morning., . 

And we pray, too, for those who are approaching the 
evening time, around whom the shadows are gathering. How 
we thank Thee for every man and woman who knows the 
Lord, and for those who have behind them. a quarter of a 
century, or a half century of divine faithfulness writte·n into 
their life's record! Thy 10vingkindnesose'S have been ever 

• before the·~. The·re are men and Wiomell' here this morning 
who have known Thee. for many a year, who have trusted 
Thee, and who have found ·that Thy promises never' fail. We 
thank Thee for s'ome of whom we know who seem to be 
d'rawing ~ear to the Ibanks of the river, who are not with us 
this moOrning, and yet whose faith in the Lord JeS'Us is as 
cle'ar and undImmed as. it was iII! the morning hours. BleS6 
them everyone. Ble'ss all those who are he·re this morning, 
and ,bles's aU the aged s'aints -to whom the message of this 
morning will go later, through the printed page, even to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. We pray that Th()u wilt bleS6 
the shut-ins, those who can no .longer hear a sermon, 
because their hearing is failiIl!g and the daughters of. music 
are [brought low, but who can read it; and: ,those who, ibecause 
of growing infirmities, cannot meet wj,th T.hy :people in the 
house of the Lord, on this continent, in England' and far 
away in other lands and -in the" Islandls of the Sea;' Let Thy 
'blessing, we Ibeseech Thee, we upon them all. 

And now this morning as we cOlne ·to meditate upon Thy 
W.o~d we bese.ech ,!~ee t-o grant us in a special way the 

. mImstry of Thy Spmt. It may ,be there are soone here to
day who are greatly trou,bled" and who will find it diffioult to 
concentrate their thought upon heavenly things. May they 
'b~ enahled to rest in the Lord and wait patiently foOl' Him; 
help us all to cast our burdens upon the Lord, all our 'cares 
all·our anxieties, in the confidence that all is We'll with thos~ 
who trust Him. So bless us as we sit at Thy feet and heal' 
Thy W o.rd. Open our hearts to its precious truths·. Make 
us all to s·it in heavenly placeS' in Christ JeS'Us, and to rejoice 
in' hope of the glory of God'. We as'k it in the name of JeS'Us 
Christ our Lord, Ameri. 

I,t is kn"own to. some of yo.u that it is our privilege in 
this place weekly to. minister to.. thousands of people who. 
never come within these doors. I suppose it would be 
fair il:o. say 'tha.t we reach seldom less than ,twenty thous
and people a week, in nearly fifty different countries-I 
~eceiv~ a letter only last evening written in. broken Eng
hsh by someone somewhere on t~e Golq Coast in Africa. 
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I hav~ had" a number of letters Drom him-and in that 
great cOlupany we have hundreds of people who are 
unable to go to church at aM. Some time ago I referred 
to someone ·as probably the oldest reader of The Gospel 
Witness, saying he was ninety-four years of age, only to 
Teceive a letter a week' or so late.r wri,tten in a trembling 
hand, saying, "You were wrong: I am two years his 
senior, I am ninety-six"! We have hundreds of people 
who are aged and hundreds of others who are shut in by 
illness,and I want them to kno}V that we 'think of them, 
and pray for them, in this pl~ce; and I desire therefore 
to send them a message tpartkularly ~~ited to their needs. 

We 'have some whose 'hair is' grey, who regularly at
tend ,this house of worship. We rejoice in the fellow
ship of one of our youngest hearers, who is, I think, 
ninety-four! He is aWflY for the sumpter, but when .he 
is at home he rejoi·ces to meet frequently with the people 
·of God in this place. Here we have a great army of 
'young people, but we have a grell-t many of the aged too
usually numbering more. than a thousand in actual at
tendance, and that is as it ought to be, the old and the 
young meeting together as one great family in the Lord. 

The text I have read is a brief chapter from a very 
interesting portion of history. David was king of Israel, 
and as we saw a week or so ago, Absalom his son lifted 
up his hand against· him, and rebelled against the royal 
authority; he .sat a,t the ,king's gate, and stole the hearts 
,of "the men of Israel: And .Albsa:lom is busy doing that 
.to-day. I greatly fear that half the pulpits of the ,land 
,are engaged in ,uncrowning Jesus Christ, in belittling His 
sovereignty, in questioning His deity, in denying His 
virgin birth, and in reducing Him to the level of a man; 

, with the. result that large numbers, as in. David's day, 
, are turmng away from the Lord's Anointed. They are 
religious but not Christian. They admire Jesus Christ, 
but they do no.t worship Him. They profess to follow 
Him as an example, but they do not trust Him as the 
In<;amate God,. Who died the "'just for the unjust that 
he might bring us to ·GodY . . 
. In that time of defection there were sorrie. people' who 
would not be turned aside. Ittai the Gittite was one· 
Hushai, David's friend, was another; Meph~bosheth, th~ 
.man who was lame on ·both feet, was stiU another; and ' 
Shobi the son of N ahash Of Ra'bbah of the children of 
'A:mmoJ.l, and Machir the son of Ammie1 of Lodebar; and 
~arZil~a;i the Gileadite of ~ogelim-t?ese. were, among 
~he faithful servants of DaVid who said in effect, "The 
p~ople of Israel may choo~e Absakm as their king if they 
wtll, but as for us ~e wtll consent to no one's we.a·ring 
the crown but DaVid ,the son of Jesse. We recognize 
Him as th.e Lord's anointed, 'and we ,will have no other 
king over ·us." . . 
Ma~ I pass on to you this beautiful testimony. Our 

dear ~Ister, Mrs. Greenway, who cannot now speak, this 
la~t week when there were four, iI1!cluding our beloved 
Deacon Greenway, in the 'room, showed tha;t she wanted 
to. say somethin'g. Her hand was trembling but she 
wrote on her pad, "My hope"-Mr. Greenway Sflid, "I 
~now: what you .want to say. You want to say, 'My hope 
IS bUllt on nothmg less, than Jesus' hlood and righteous
ness'." She nodded and smiled. We know how s'he can 
smile. Then she took her pad and wrote two other 
words, ."My testimony." . Oh yes, there are those who 
will never consent: to anyone's wearing the crown but our 
Jesus. . ' 

Well, to my' story. David left Jerusalem, and went 
out into the wilderness as he had done before he was 
crowned king. Some of his faithful followers went af.ter 
'him, among whorp was Barzil1ai, a very ri·ch man, and a 
very great man. He took certain provisions for the 
king: "And it came to pass, when David was come to 
lMahanaim, tha;t: Shobi the son of N ahash of Rabbah of 
the chitldren 'of Ammon, and Maohir the son of Ammiel 
of Lodebar, and Barzillai 'the Gileadite of Rogelirn, 
'broug.ht beds, and ·basons, and earthen vessels, and wheat, 
and bat;ley, and flour and parched corn, and beans, and 
lentiles, and parched pulse, and honey, and butter., and 
sheep, and ,oheese of kine, for David, and for the people 
that were with him, to eat; for they said, The people is 
hungry, and weary, and thirsty, in the wi.1.derness.~' 
Ba;rziHai and his -friends carried provisions- to minister 
to the king in the days of his adversity, while r by the 
many he wa's despised and rejected. . 

But ther·e came a day wheri Absalom was slain in the 
wood 'of Ephr.aim, and ,the hea:rts of, the people turn~d 
back to their king. Tlie people then. 'began to vie with 
one another to see who could .do the :rnost to bring the 
king ba'ck again; ancl "he bowed the .qeart of all' the men 
of J uda'h even as the hear.!: of one man." . There were 
no enemies; they were all friends. . 

When the king came back, among those who went t~ 
m,eet him was Barzillai the Gileadite.' .Arid David re
membered what he had done, and fhe said in effect, f'I 
am glad to see you, Barzillai; I remember what you 'did 
at Mahanaim. Come thou over with me, and I will feed 
thee with me in J erqsalem." But Barzillai said; "It _ is 
very kind of you, bu.!: it comes too late to be of any profit 
to me. I am an old man, I am fourscore years old; and 
I am afraid to go to Jerusalem. I feCj.r I should not Ibe 
able to discern between good and evil; all things taste 
alike ,to me now. I should not be able to enjoy the 
dainties of the king's tahle. And then', to live in the 
palace of the sweet singer of Israel, and not to be,' able 
to hear the music, would be a tanta.lizing deprivation. I 
can no longer hear the voice of singing men and singing 
women.' The daughters 6f music 'are :brought low. I 
am an old man, and I fear I should 'be but- a burden. I 
will go ,iust a li,ttle 'Yay over with the king, then I will 
turn back again I will die in my own -city and be buried 
in my father's' sepulchre; behold Chimham, he . is a 
younger man than I. Let him go over. It is too late 
for me, oh.', king.!' 

I. 

It is a sweet story, yet what pa,bhos there is in it! 'And 
how suggestive it is of what is going to happen some 
day! for, my clear friends, THE KING IS COMING BACK 
AGAIN .. ("HaIJelujah !") T·here are a great many 
people ·who do not like the doctrine of the Lord's return 
but it is written -in the Book; He has said, "I will ,com~ 
again." ("Hallelujah!" "Amell: !") And He is K!ing. 
There is no doubt a:bout it. He is coming in person: 
"This same Jesus, ·which is taken' up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven." The King is really coming back again. 

There are 'some in our day, like Barzillai, and Mephi
bosheth, and others, 7,l!ho. insist that the Lord's Anointed 
shall wear the crown. ' I make no a;pology for saying 
that· I will 'have a:bsolutely no fellowship with any man 
who so,much as questions the eternal Sonship, the essen
tial Deity, and everlasting universal sovereignty"of Jesus 



6 .(24:2) THE GOSPEL wITNESS August 22, 1929. 

Christ the Lord. ("Amen!"). He is the King; there can 
be no othe['; we will have no other. He is Thy Lord; 
worship thou Him. . . 

He is coming back again, and when He comes He will 
do what David did. Let r:ne tell you, my near friends, 
that AbsaIom wiU not always he in th~ B.!scendency. 

,. Absalom wiH meet his Waterloo. The devil is to be 
bruised under our feet some day. The Bible says that 
he is going to be bound with a chain and cast into the 
pit, and we shall have an . earth without any devil in it. 
Will not that be fine? A friend of mine said he would 
like to be pastor of a church for at least one year when 
there was no devil abroad; And when 1 heard him say 
that 1 could not help saying, like Brotb'er Dickinson up 
there, ,"Amen, so should 1." Yes, the wi'Cked prince of 
the world, Absalom, will some day Hok the dust. 

Oh, 1 know that "the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine a va-in thing. The kings of ,the earth set them
selves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the 
Lord, and aga-i11'st his anointed"-and 1 think it is chiefly 
in theological seminaries .and universities where they do 
that-"saying, let us break their bands asunder, and cast 
away their cords from us"-we may be disturbed,about 
tha.t a little bit, but-"He that sitteth in the heavens shall 
laugh; the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall 

. he speak unto them in his wrath, and v~x them in his 
sore di·spleasure. Yet have 1 set my king upon my holy 
'hill of Zion. 1 w.ill, declare the decree: the Lord hath 

. said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have 1 be-
gotten thee. Ask of. me, and 1 shall give thee the heathen 
for thine inherit~nce, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth ,for thy possession." ". He has set His King upon 
His holy hiH of Zion, ~nd A!bsal6m is some day going to 
be utterly defeated. Our· glorious Lord shall reign from 
sea to sea and from the river to the ends of the earth. 
Yes, the tide will certainly turn. Do not be afrai~, my 
friends, though you *e esteemed a little bi·t old-fashIoned .. 
We had better cling to the old-fasnioned religion. As 1 . 
talked with Brother 'Greenway this morning, and he told 
me that sweet story about Mrs. Greenway,. 1 said to him, 
"When a person comes there, what else matters? There 
i's n~hing else upon which a soul can rest." 

Absalom will be defeated, and there will be some people 
whO were on the side of Absalom who will wish they had 
not been .there . . You remember that w.hen David was 
going out of Jerusalem Shimei cursed him; he stood on 
the other side of the road and hurled curses at the head 
of the Lord's annointed, saying, "Com~ out, come out, thou 
blpody man, and thou ·man of Belia1." . But when the tide 
tQrned, and David came back again, Shimei tHe son of 
Gera fell down before the king as he 'Was'co~e over Jor
da!1' saying, "Let not my lord impute iniquity unto me, 
neIther do thou remember that 'Whioh they servant did 
perversely' the day that my lord the king went out of 
Jerusalem, that the king should take it to his heart. F.or 
thy servant doth know that '1 have sinned; therefore, 
behold, 1 am come the first this day of all the house of 
Joseph to go down to meet my lord the ·king." 

Oh, yes! The majority of 'those 'Who follow in the wake 
of the real Modernists to-day do not do so from any' 
pel'lSonal conviction; they merely want to bt; up-to-date 
like Shimei. When Shimei saw that for the time being 
the majority was on the side of Absalol1l he said, (in his 
'lIeart, but not o:ut loud), "I am always with the majority" I 
There are hosts of people who go 'With the majoFity be
cause they think i.t will pay-and they always will as 

long as they walk the broad ·road. A man will always 
Iliaye plenty of company there, my dear friends. But 
ou,r Lord Jesus is lOOming back again, and theri some will 
be found standing without saying, I"Lord, Lord, open to 
me, 1 was mistaken." Everyone who has denied the 
crown ·to Jesus Christ w.iU discover his mistake some day. 
Every Shimei will lick the. dust before. our conquering 
King when He comes back again. 1 do not know how' 
you feel about ~t, but 1 am willing to wait for that day. 
1 do not care what. they. can me now. but 1 
should like to be 'l"eady I to meet the' King when He 
coines' 'back, and say, "Here is my record, Lord, 1 did the 
best 1 could." 

And when the king came back there were some people 
who were not su·rprised, because they were waiting for 
him. There w3;s . poor MephiiboS'heth. in Jerusalem; lame 
on 'both feet, and he had r-ea!d the crowds as they surged 
along the streets; he had heard them as they applauded 
Absalom and cur~ed David. But Mephibosheth said, 
"That win all die down. 1 know whom I" have believed, 
and he w.ill come ba"ck again"; ·for -Mephibosheth never 
dressed his beard nor washed his feet from the day that 
the king departed unti·l the day. he came again in peace. 
Poor man! He said, "I cannot do anything. 1 cannot 
fight. 1 am lame on both Ifeet. But 1 can mourn his 
a.bsence, and 1 O3.n wait for his return." 

And Barzillai, the· very aged man, when he came with 
his lennles arid peas and provisions of one sort and an
other, 1 think very probably said, "Oh, king, I wish I 
were' younger! How I should like' to have drawn a 
sword in the interests of thy kingdom, but this is all r 
can do. 1 am an old man, but 1 have done the best I 
could. I want ,the king to knoW· that to me he is my 
sovereign Lord, and 1 will never bow the knee to 

. Absalom." And when the king ca"me back 1 think Bar
.ziUai· said, "I knew thou would-sot return. 1 knew' thy 
absen'Ce 'Was only for a little while and that thou wouldst 
come hack again in triumph-and I-have been waiting 
for thy return." . 

My dear friends, it may grow dar-ker; there may be 
some very; very dark, days aheag, 1 do not know. But 
1 know that that darkness will he broken at last by the . 
rising of the Son of Righteousness When Jesus Christ 
shall come back again. 1 am sure he is coming, and 
therefore 1 can think of no happier, holier, occupation 
than to wait for God's Son from heaven. That is what 
the Biible says we should be doing, no matter what our 
earthly occupation may he. Our outlook is an uplook; 
we are waiting for the Lord's return., We sang of it 
this morning: 

"But, Lord, 'tis -for Thee, for Thy coming, we wait; 
T·he sky, not the grave, is our goal: 

Oh, trump of the Angell ob, voice of the' Lord! 
Blessed hope! blessed rest of my soul!" 

II. 

When the king cam'e back He MET BARZII.I.AI, AND Hit 
REMEMBERED ALI. THAT B~ZII.I.AI HAD DONE. He 
called him by name: it was not necessary . fOJ; any 
courtier to come and say, "0 King, this is Barzillai." The 
king would have said,. "You need not introduce him to 
me; 1 know l:!im; 1 have rea"son to know him. 1 remem
ber what he 'did. When the people who were with me were 
weary and I was weary, we sat down at Mahanaim,·and 
we were nourished of Barzillai's sustenance--I remember 
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his .10ya.J ministry in the days when I was despised and re-
~jected of many." . 

What are you, my friends, doing? What are you 
doing Jot for? To whom .ils your service rendered? Some 
of you who cannot do it now ,-'Why did you teach Sun
day School years ago? Why did you instruct those chil
dren .of yours who have long since left the home, and 
gone out for themselves? Why did you plant the seed 
of God'is Word in their hearts? Why, man, did you try 
to set Uip a standard of righteousness in your of·£ice, and 
wherever you went? What did you do il[ 'for? I think 
you wi}.} reply, "I wanted to honour my Lol"'d; I wanted 
to show that He is my King." And do you think He 
wiH forget it? No! It is all wriHen down. Is it not 
written in His. Word th3!t "whosoever shaH ·give to drink 
unto one of these little ones a 'cup of cold water only in 
the name of a disciple"-that is,' for' Christ's sake
"veri.ly I say unto you, he shall in no wise .lose his re-· 
ward." . 

The most useful people are ·often unnoticed in this life. 
There are some aged peop.1.e here this morning,-you are 
not very old, of course, any of you! But you wi\.! not 
be offended when I say that you have at least passed the 
noon hour-and some of you may say in your hearts, "I 
have tried to serve the Lord quietly; I have tried to bear 
my witness. But, of course, I have never done any
thing great." It may be some mother here will say, "I 
never took any pUiblic position, I never was "mentioned 
in the chu.roh reports; I just stayed quietly at home and 
ministered to my children. I tried to bring them UP' in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. I tried to make 
a - home fo[" 'my husband, and I tried to make 
it as easy as I could for my family to serve the Lord. 
Sometimes I did feel that it was rather an obscure posi
tion I occupied; that I was not doing very much." There 
are some of you like dear Mrs. Greenway, to whom I 
referred a few minutes ago. She took no public posi
tion, and yet by proxy she exercised a pUiblic mini'stry. 
Oh yes, there are many people who' serve obscurely; 
they hring their lentiles and their pulse; they minister to 
the king and to the people who are with him. And some
times. in their weariness they say, "Life is just a weary 
round of washing dishes, doing the da~ly tasks, with 
nothing heroic about it; but" we are admonished to do 
everything, even eating and drinking-and that must in
clude preparing for others to eat and drink-to the glory 
of God." 

Ah, my qear friends that .was"the very thing that Bar
zillai had done; very great man as he was, he had con
descended to' get dinner for the king, and for the people 
who. were with him-and it is all written in the Book. 
And when the King comes back He will reward His ser
vants. And I will tell you how He will' do it; He wiU 

. do exactly as David did. David said, "Barzillai, it is my 
turnY I can almost see him putting his arm through 
the arm of :the old man, in the presence of all the people 
as they stood around, or as they bowed before him and 
made obeisance to the king, now as he was glorified in the 
eyes of 'his own people. I can almost imagine I see David 
putting his arm through that of BarzHlai and Saying, 
"Come over with me, Barzillai, you are going to live with 
me for the rest of t~e time." 

Yes, when Jesus comes there will· be a good many re
velations; the people who occupy. the front sea~s' now may . 
not occupy them then. But what a blessed thing it Wlill 
be if we have so lived .our lives that we are deserving of 

some reward I Let 'me remind you of this that the gift . 
. of God. is eterniI Hie, that is the gift of His free grace. 

But over and above that He will reWard His servants. In 
~lUr zeal f<?r the truth that salvation i§ by grace alone, I 
think sometimes we fai'l to emphasize, . as we ought to 
emphasize, the inspiring promise of the Word that our 
Lord will reward His servants 'according to their works. 
Every ;b.e1iever will he saved wh9 has built on the sure 
foundation, Jesus Christ. But some people have built 
on'ly wood, hay, and stubble. A ministerial friend of 
mine 'said, "I think that might be revised, for some minis
tershave 'buiLt wood, .hay, and newspapers"! In any 
event that will be all burned away, and there wiU 'be 
nothing left but the foundation, and they will be saved 
so as by fire. But'others have built "gold, silver, precious 
stones" ... and "every man's wo·rk shall be made mani
fest; for the day shall declare it, because it shaill be re
vealed by fire; and the fire shaH try every man's work of 
what sort it is. I'f any man's W9rk 3!bide which he hath' 
built thereupon he shall receive a reward." 

'When the Lord Jesus comes He. will reward His ser
vants, and one of the rewards 'will be an invita.tion to go 
with Him. 

. . During the war I was specially privileged on a few 
occasions. Ori the first anniversary of the outbreak of 
the war, ,the fourth 9f August, nineteen hundred and 
fifteen, there were not very many Canadians outside of 
the army in Lonoon, and I. received an invitation to go 
to the service of intel"'cession at St. Paul's Cathedral. The 
lCovering letter accompanying the formal invitation said 
that a limited number of invitations were being issued to 
"distinguished' Canadians"! Was that not wonderful? 
And I received one! Of course that was before this 
:church was excluded from the Ontario and QuebecCon-' 
vention for being loyal to the Bible. I did not then know 
I was distinguished, but the invitation was signed by the 
Lord Chamberl3!in, and I knew it was all right! Of 
1C0urse I accepted it. The invitation told me how to . 
dress, the route which I must take to get to the Cathe
dral, what door I was to enter, and at what hour I was to. 
·be present. I put on the right ~ind of clothes, and at 
the aJPpointed hour engaged a d.r and started for the 
Cathedral. All along the Strand, down Fleet Street, and 
up Ludgate Hill, there were massed thousands and 
thousands of people. All general traf fie was stopped, 
and only vehicles going to the Cathedral were pemtitted 
to pass. As I drove alqng, occasionally a policeman l1e1d up 
his hand.; I showed him my card, and he said, "All right, 
sir, drive on." After doing so several times, when a 
policeman catpe up I merely. nodded to. him, and he. said, 
"All right, sir." I reached St. Paul's' Cathedral at 
length, w~nt up the steps, a,nd found a Major GeneI'all 
was the usher at· that particular door. He conducted 
me to .. a seat-and I sat down among'the ambassadors to. . 
the. court of ~t. James! That was one time I wa~' "dis-. 
tinguished" ! Presently when His Majesty .entered, that 
great throng arose, and when His Majesty took his place 
I found that I was about as near to liim as I am to 
Brother Hutchison there, perhaps 3!bout fifteen or twenty 
feet from where the King sat under, the great d~e. 

Every part of the Empire was represented,-lndia, 
the Antipodes, Africa, Canada, the islands of the sea. 
[t seemed to be a gather-ing of all na·tions and peoples 
and tongues. It was a wonderful service. But I could 
not heLp think~ng even then of the day when the king of 
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.kings shall caine. What a day that will be! What a 
gatherung of every kindred, every tribe! I could have 
afforded ,to .be on the outside of that multitude within 
historic St .. PaUil's; but when He comes, by God's grace, 
I know I shall ,be on the inside before He shall shut to the 
door. I trust that I shall 'be 50 '''distinguished'' by His 
distinguishing grace as to be induded among those to 
whom the :K!ing will say, "Come 4:hou with me." That 
will be heaven. To be with Jesus, I say, will be heaven! 
God forbid that anyone of us should f'ail to hear His 
gracious sunimons, HCome, ye Iblessed of my Father, 
inherit the kipgdom prepared for you from the foun
dation of the world." 

David said in effect, (([ will reward you in kind; [will 
feed thee with me. I reJ;11ember your pulse and your len
tiles, and all the rest of it, Barzillai; now it is my turn." 
I wonder should I seem to be irreverent 'if I were to de
.scribe the king as saying, "Barz1illai, I was once your 
guest; now you are to be my guest; come with me. Din
ner will be all· ready at the palace, and I will feeo thee 
with me." . 

What a' glorious day 'it will be when we shall have done 
for ever with the husks of earth, when the 'King shall 
summon' us to go with Him, when He shall bring us 
into His banqueting house,' and His banner of love shall 
be over us!' In London one can always tell 'whether the 
king is in residence at Buckingham Palace, While he is 
away there is no flag at the mast-head, but when the 
royal ensign 'flies aibove the palace you may know that tne 
king is at :home. And when the King shall say, "Come 
with me into the banqueting house," the ROy3.!1 Banner 
will fly above the palace, and all the universe will know 
that the King is at home with His guests. And the 
Banner?-Ah, His Banner over us will ~e Love! 

Are you going to be one of His 'guests? ("An;en!" 
"Hallelujah, yes !") It will be a happy day; for instead of 
being in Mahanaim out in the wilderness we shall be in 
Jerusalem. A~ll the 'blood-Ibought ones will be there-

"Jerusalem demands them: 
They paid the price on earth, 

And now shall reap the harvest 
In blissfulness and mirth: 

The glorious holy .people, 
Who evermore relied 

Upon their Chief and Father, 
The King, the Crucified: 

The sacred ransomed number,' 
N ow. bright ~i.1lh ·endless sheen, 

\Vho made the cross their watch-word 
Of Jesus Nazarene:' 

Who. fed with heavenly nectar, 
! Where foul-like odours play, 

Draw out the endless leisure 
Of tha~ long vernal, day: 

And through the sacred l,ilies, 
And flowers on every side, 

The happy dear~bought peOple 
Go wandering far and wide. 

Thei~ breasts are filled with gladness, 
'Jihei·r mouths are tU.ned to praise, 

What time, now safe forever, 
On former sins they gaze: 

The fouler was the. error, 
The sadder was the fall, 

The ampler are the praises 
Of Him who pardoned all." 

Oh, it will be the day of all days, when we get to Jerus
alem, when we come at last in the completeness of our 
redemption, as even now we are already come in spirit 
unto Mount Zion: "But ye are come unto Mount Zion, 
and unto the dty of the living Goa, tlhe heavenly Jerus
alem, and to an' innumerable company of angels. To the 
general assembly and chur·ch of the ·firstborn, which are 
written in hea~en, and to God the Judge of all, and to 
the spirits of just men made perfect, and to J esus." Yes, 
"to Jesus" more than to J erusalem--: 

"The cross is all thy splendour, 
The Crucified thy praise: 

His laud and benedkt.jon 
Thy ransomed people raise: 

Jesus, the Gem of Beauty, 
T'rue God and Man, they sing, 

. The never-fai-ling Garden, -
The ever-golden Ring: 

1The Door, the Pledge, the Husband, 
The Guardian of his Court: 

The Day-star of Salvation, 
'The Forter and the Port." 

Sometimes' all 'God's children become' homesick for 
Jerusalem a~d for,-

"The best and dearest Father 
Who made me and who saved, 

Bore with me in defilement, 
And from defilement laved: 

When in his strength I struggle, 
For very joy I leap, 

vVhen in my sin I totter, 
I weep, or try to weep: 

But grace, sweet grace -celestial, 
Shall all its love di~play, 

And David's Royal Fountain 
Purge eve·ry sin away." 

I should like to dwell upon that, but I must hasten on, 
when I have said that the return of the King is surer 
than the morning; for He has said He will come again 
to receive us unto Himself, that where He is we shall be 
also. 

Lift· up your heads, ye who share the King's exile 
from His own house! Be of good cheer,· Barzillai, and 
Ma'chir arid l'ame Mephihosheth and Shobi-though thou 
:comest of the riffraff". despised children of Ammon, 
the returning King is already on the way-"Behold, he 
cometh with clouds, and every eye\ shall see him, and 
they also which, pierced 'him"-

"Soon shall the cup of glory 
Wash 'down earth's bitterest woes, 

Soon shall the desert-lbri3Jr 
Break into Eden's rose: 

The curse shall change to blessing
The name on. earth that's bann'd, 

Be graven on the white stone 
In Immanuel's land. 
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·"'1 have borne SCQrn and hatred 
I have 'bQrne wrong and shame, 

Earth's prO'ud Dnes have reprQarch'd me;, 
FQ'r Christ'·s thrice blessed name:-

. Where GQd His sea,l set fairest 
They've stamp'd their fDulest brand; 

But judgment shines like noonday 
In Immanuel's land. 

"They've summQned me befDre them, 
aut there I may nQt lcome,-

My LDrd says, 'CDme up hither', 
My LDrd says, 'WelcQm~ HQme!' 

My kingly King, at His white thrQne, 
My presence dQth cQmmand; 

Where glDry-glDry dwelleth 
In Immanuel's land." 

III. 

'. 

I h~ve Qften said to' YDU that we can learn mij.ch from 
the CQntrasts D.f Scripture, fDr there is nOlbQdy like Dur 
LQrd J e~us; nQbQdy else can speak as He speaks; nQne 
Qthercan dO' as He dQes; there is nDt ano.ther whO' can 
save as He saves, nQr whO' can reward as He ·rewards, nDr 
entertain as He .will entertain. BarziHai was a very great 
man-and we shall all be great when we are hDnDured 
Qf the King. We shall nQne Df us be insignificant then. 
Every disciple will ,be remembered---lbut here' is the CDn
trast: YDU will Qbserve that Barzillai WAS A VERY ACED 
MAN, AND HIS REWARD CAME TO' HIM VERY LATE IN 
LIFl;:. 

I have seen SQme instances Qf belated recQgni!iDn 
and sU'ccel;!s. Men have la'boured thrDugh a IDng lifetime to' 
enter intO' rest,-I dO' nQt mean spiritual rest, but to' a'C
quire 'a cpmpetence, .to' achieve success, to' attain. to' a pDsi
tiQn Qf independence; and at last they have aohieved theiT 
purPQse. But alas! nO't until the almDnd tree has begun 
to' flQurish, and the keepers Q.f the hQuse have begun to' 
tremble, and thDse that look out. Qf the windQws are 
darkened, and the daughters of music are brought lQw, 
and the dQDrS are shut in the streets, and the sDund of 
the grinding is IDW. Succ~ss has cDme; out nQt until the 
aged man is almDst ready. to depart fQr his lQng hDme. 
When a man has spent a haH century 'Df efofort, and has 
just arrived at what men call suocess, hDW Dften he 'must 
let it all gO' and leave it all behind him! And very Dften 
he must ].eave it to' someDne 'whQ willI waste it! "The 
man that shall be after me ... whO' knDweth whether he 
shall be a wise man Qr a fQol?" . 

But there are rewards that.will" CQme to' ·believing SQuls 
'Which 'Will not come too late.' Listen to' Barzillai. He 
said, '''How lQ.ng hav:e I to' live, that I shouM gO' up with 
·the king untO' Jerusalem? I am this day fQur 'scDre years 
DId. I have nO' capacity.fQr the enjQyment Qf the king's 
rewards. I am an.Qld man." Ah, much will depend 
upon Dur capacity to' enjQy heaven! My dear friends, 
yQU had better learn the language dDwn here .. YDU will 
be wise to' begin to' acquire a taste fDr heavenly things. 
while Dn earth. It will :be YDur wisdDm to' attune .yQur . 
ears to' heavenly ha'rmDnies while stiH in the bQdy pent. 
It will prQfit yQU incalculably to' let divine grace enlarge 
yDur 'capadty fDr GQd if YDU are destined to' live with 
GQd. When we get to' heaven, to' that celestial city, whal-

. ever it is, we shall have abunda·rit leisure fQr sight-seeing; 
but I SQmetimes fancy we may be ·there a million years 
befQre we shall nDtice what the streets are paved wi~h, 
or befDre we shall even see the jasper walls: There will 

be a greater glQry to' entrance us: there will be nO' sun 
in the sky, nQr stars, nQf mODn, hut the glory Df GQd will 

. lighten it, ana the Lamb 'Will be tQe light thereDf. 
SomeQne said to' me SQme years agO',. "In this church 

you talk too much abQut Christ. CannQt . yQU talk Qf 
m~ i!lstead of talking .tD us always abD~t God ?'~ My 

. 'cnbc mtended nO' cDmplIment: but Dh, I Wish I cDuld de
se.rve suoh censure! Y DU and I are gDing to' have dDne 
With men very SQQn, and we need to' knQW sDmething 
abDut GQd. Wf! must have a capacity' fDr spiritual 
things if we are to' live in the heavenly Jerusalem. Bar
zillai said, "Can I discern between good and evil? I 
fear I shDuld riQt knQw how to' beha·ve myself. I migh.t 
lack such discernment as WQuid save me from a breach 
of.the proprieties." . 

I wonder if BarziHai had SDme gro~n up SQns and 
daughters? I wDnder if he had been invited to' dine with 

. them sonl·eames? And if he had nDt read the lastest 
'Copy Df the Ladies' .If ome Journal of that day, had he 
shDwn hlmseH to be IgnQrant o~ what aU the knives and 
fQrks were for? Perhaps he cQnducted himself as he had 
been aoc~stQ~.ed to' dO' when he was YDunger, and it ·may 
be that SI'gnlflcant glances had passed between the "ad
vanced" yDung peQple a>bQut'the tahle; and af.terwards 
perhaps the CQmpany were advised, "YDu know, father 

• is a very fine old gentleman, but of course yQU wiH have. 
to' make allDwance fQr his age" I Oh yes, some human 
butterflies are almQst as annDying to' people whO' have 
lived IDng ·enough to acquirf:! a little sense,. as singing 
?IQsquitQes. ButterfoJies .'with a sting! HDW they .pass 
Judgment UPQn the very 'aged men, and the very. aged 
wDmenl . 

I have read a stQry Qf a WDman whO' dined with her 
Iate Majesty, Queen VictDria, who did make rather a 
grave mistake. I dO' nQt know whether the stQry is 
authentic or apocryphal. But according to the stQry Her 
Majesty's guest actually put something in her mouth with 
her kni-fe,-an unpardDnable .offence! But her Majesty 
saw it" and, to' CQver her guest's embar.rassment, the' 
Queen did exactly the same thing. But I have knQwn 
DId people whQse hostl) were not SO' cQnsiderate as the 
Qu·een. I have knQ.wn old people who would rathe~ live 
in their Httle cQttage yonder where' they could the them
selves, than gO' to' the great mansion in which'their prQS
perous SQn anc:f his wife lived. 'l"Oh," they 'say, "I am 
'so old, and I fear I shDuld nQt be able to' discern between 
good and evil; I might ·be regarded as being somewhat 
ill-mannered. Customs have changed since' I was young. I 

Once Qf a day I cDuld be cQmfQrtable in the most PQlite 
sQciety, but sQciallife has ohanged. TherefDre I find it 
mDre 31greeable to' all concerned to' live in my' Dwn little 
hQuse where I am free to' ind,ulge the infirmities Df old 
age, and O'f my inferiQr . training." How merciless 
these artifidal standards are! HQW enslav.ing a·re many 
rules Df mQdern sD-called etiquette! HQW galling; how 
stuipidly arbitrary are some of the .changing require
ments Df SQ-called polite sQciety! . 

But we shall know how to' behave 'Quflselves in the 
gQlden city! The fact that' Jesus Christ has dwelt within 
us, and that we have been under the tutelage Df the HDly 
GhQst, will teach us how to' behave even in the presence 
of angels. MQreover, He will nDt be ashamed to' call us 
brethren. , 

SDmewhere I have read that when Queen Victoria 
Qnce werit to' Cardiff, in SQuth Wales, she was· received 
by the MayQr of the City. This Mayor had hegun life 
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as a .pit boy, down und~rground digging coal. But he 
had had a good deal of native s\rength, and as he grew 
older he became a foreman, then an overseer. He saved 
his mQney, and ~y and by hecame a partne.r in the busi· 
neSJS, and later became a colliery owner, and a multi
millio.naire. His fellow-.citizens made him chief magis
trate of the city, which, in Great Britain, is a recognition 
of publ.ic service. When Queen Victoria came to Car
diff his 'Worship the Mayor had to receive her. He never 
had been to court, nor had he ever been in the royal 
presence. before. But he did not ask some· shabby 
genteel gentleman or lady to' tell rim, for a considera
tion, how to behave himself in the Queen's presence. He 
was 0!1e of Nature's gentlemen, and the loyalty of his 
heart dictated his movements. Instinctively he knew it 
would be unseemly to turn his back upon his sovereign, 
when withdrawing from her presence; indeed. the in
'stinct of loyalty detemlined his conduct before her, and 
ena:bled him to deport himseH with natura:! grace. And 
it is said that when her 'Majesty left Cardiff she re
marked to one of her ladies-in-waiting that the Mayor of 
Cardiff 'was one of the most perfect gentlemen she had 
ever ~et. A'h yes, fitting behaviour and graceful de
portment are the result, not of external regulation but 
of the quali.ty of the heart. ' 

I talked to a blind 'woman once. and I referred to a 
'Ce;tain man as a "gen.tlema~". "Stop a minute", she 
saId (she was a Christian) "is he a Christian ?" I said, 
"I fear he .is not." "Then," she said, "·he is no gentle
man! for no true gentleman iWould keep Christ standing 
o~tslde the door." How ,true 1 There is nothing that 
wdI make a lady or a gentleman of anyone like keeping 
company with the Prince of Glory. And if we keep 
lC?tUpany with Him here, when we get to the celestial 
cIty we shall be as much at horne there as He is 1 I be
lieve we shall be just .as much' at home in heaven as the 
man who, when he comes frOlll1 his day's toil and slips 
h!s weary feet into a pair of easy slippers and puts on 
bls housejacket, says, "This is nome." We shall SLt 
at the table of the King ,without embarrassment when He 
calls us to His banquet. 

I wonder did Barsillai feOll' that his clothes f:nigM be 
Of.tt of style,? Or did he decline the king's invitation for 
the same reason some people decline an invitation to a 
wedding-tbecause they 'have no clothes -fit to wear? Be 
that as it may, the believer wiUfeel no such embarrass
ment when our Lord shall C3!ll us to His heavenly' board. 
The redeemed will not be· like the man of the 'parable, 
without a wedding gar.ment,- '. 

"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 

Bold shall I stand in that great day, . 
For who aught to my charge shall lay? 

Fully, through these, a!bsolved I am 
From sin and fea~, from guilt and shame." 

No. lady ever had such pleasure in her Easter millinery 
as we shall have, and as we shaU legitimately feel
"pleasure", did I say? I mean delight, ecstasy of joy,' as 
we shall know when the wor-k of grace is completed and 
:we find ourselves admired of angels, w.ithout spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, 'but holy and without blemish, 
and without fault before the throne of God. 

Barzillai . said, "Can thy servant taste what I eat or 
what I drink? Why", said. he, "everything would taste 
alike. My palate gives me no pleasure now." Have 
you not seen old people, just eating because they must,. 
but manifestly witliout any satisfaction, or _ even the 
slightest relish? So would it be with anyone could he be 
brought to heaven without being made like unto Christ, 
by the rejuvenating gra-ce of the Spir,it of God. But 
when we get there we shaH have an appetite for all 
spiritual dainties, and for the choicest viands. of the 
King's table. 

The children of Israel in .their carnal state wearied of 
the manna in the wilderness, and at last loathed 'what 
they called "this l.j.ght bread". But when they crossed 
the Jordan they ate O'f the old. corn O'f the land, and the 
manna ceased the day following. In this life there are 
fruits suited to the climates which produce tl:tem, and it is. 
as nec.essary often to acquire a taste for the fruit as tOo 
become acclimatized. And for this reason are God's· 
saints often shut up to the poorest of earthly fare, that· 
they may be compelled to ,cultivate a taste for the fruits 
of that fair land whither our fe·et' are faring. Often ·we 
find it winter here, and we must needs feed on imports 
from another clime; and when. our spir.itual palates de-

o velop an affinity for honey out of the rock and the fipest . 
of ·the wheat instead of for the fleshpots of Egypt, we 
are but being prepared 'for the old corn of the land to' 
which the King will summon us to share Hi,s coronation 
glory. Yes, we have had ex:cursions to heaven. We 
have had our Eshcol c1usters-

"What food luxurious loads the ,board 
When at His table sits the Lord 1 

The wine how rich, the bread how sweet, 
. When ] esU's deigns His guests to meet I" 

But yonder ?-ah, yonder, we shall not fear an un
sensitive palate, but with enlarged capacities 'and intensi
fied appetites, at the first taste of the wine at the marriage 
of the Lamb we shall exclaim, "Thou hast kept the good 
wine until now." 

But hear Barzillai's further complaint: "Can I hear 
any more the voice of singing men or singing women?" 
It is as though he had said, "There is still music· in my 
.soul, but my ears are dull, the daughters of music are 
brought low, and it would trouble me greatly to dwell in 
the mi'dst of melody and miss the sweetness of it. And. 
the king's pa·lace was always noted for its mUisic. Where 
the sweet psalmist of Isr3;el dwelt, the spacious halls. 

. always rang with music, and were fitlIed with the melody 
of singing men and singing women. And now the battle 
is over, and the king returns in triumph, what rapturous 
songs, what holy, heavenly, harmonies will fill and flood 
the place 1 But I-alas, I am old 1 My dun and weary 
ears would strain to 'cat,ch but an echo OIf the sweetness, 
and straining. would wear my spirit to distraction I" . 

Not thus need any saint respond to the royal summons 
'to cqme to Jerusalem. What music will be there t 
\iVhat sweet and enra.pturing melodies 1 What glorious, 
,what majestic har-monies! When the mnsomed of the' 
Lord shall return, 'and come to Zion with songs and ever-

. lasting joy upon their heads; when all the apostles and 
prophets shall assemble; when the noble army of mar
tyrs shaH gather; when the holy church of all ages shall' 
come together; when all the Lord's children come home, 
and the war is for eyer over, and the winter i5' for evf',f 
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past, and they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away-what music, what songs, 
what anthems, what -high and holy hallelujahs, shall fin 
the pa,laces of light, when angels round albout the throne 
to the numlber of ten thousand times ten thousand and 

. thbus~nds of thousands, with every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and suoh 
as are in the sea, an~ all that are in them, shall sing, 
"Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be un,to 
·him that sitteth upon the throrie, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever." 

But who of us can share in such ecstatic joys as these? 
There are saints here, and they are not all old, who can
not distinguish between the "Old Hundredth" and '!God 
Save the King"! They sing like magpies when they do 
not croak like ravens. They can sing any hymn-they 
'Can read at sight without pradke, for they have one tune 
for every hyrnn--'--and that is no·tune at alII They make 
melody in their hearts unto the Lord, I am sure, but they 
make no melody with thei·r li-ps, or with their throats or 
with whatever organ they 'use to make the noise. 

WiU it be of profit for 'such as these to go to Jerus
alem? Ten thousand times, yes! We shall aU be musi
dans and singers there. For the song they sing only the 
redeemed can sing'!- . 

"They stand, those halls of Syon, 
. Conjubilant with song, . 

And bright with many an angel, 
And all the martyr throng: 

The Prince is. ever in' them; 
Th~ daylight is serene; . 

The pastures of the hlessed 
. Are decked in gloriou~ sheen. 

"N ew maiu;ions of new people, 
Whom God's own love and light 

li'romote, increase, make. holy, 
Identify, unite. 

Thou City of the Angels t 
'l'hou City of the Lord! 

\Vhose everlasting music 
Is the glorious decachord I" 

Again Barzillai said, "Wherefore then' should thy ser
vant be yet a'hurden unto my lord the king?" Did you 
ever see old people who were made to feel they. were 
burdens? I have. I have seen a mother tossed about. 
She stayed a short time in the son's house; after a while 
she went to visit a daughter; and then 'she visited another 
son. Of course, it was all very politely done I This son 
'wanted her, and that son wante!l her, and the daughter 
'wanted her-but the dear old soul knew that letters had 
passed between her cnildren, and that they had agreed to 
share the burden. Her children were not unkind; no, 
but trye dear saint knew v~ry well that she was a 
bit of a 'burdert, that she was sometimes, not 
always, in the wa.y; and in her heart of hearts she. 
often longed to go home where she would be a burden 
no longer. Barzillai said, "I should only be in the way 
were I to go to Jerusalem. Do 11'ot ask me to go.". 
But when we get to heaven, we shall be in nobody's way, 
and no one will be a. burden to anybody else. Certainly 
we shaH not be a burden to the King. ' We shall be more 
welcome than the angels. Each will have his own place. 
Though in our Father's house, each will have his or her 

own mansion, for there are "many mansions" there; and 
ea;ch will have a right to all the felicities of glory! 

How pathetic is the story! The old man of our text 
said, "How long have I to live, that I should go up with 
the king to Jerusalem? . . . Thy servant will go a little' 
way over Jordan with the king ... Let thy servant, I pr;ty 
thee, turn back again, that I may die in mine own city, 
and be buried by the grave of my father and of my 
mother." So Barzillai' did not go to Jerusalem a,fter all. 
He never sat. with the great and honourable in the king's 
palace; he never tested his palate with the king's pro
visions, nor strained his ears to catch the masic, nor felt 
himself a, burden or otherwise in the king's presence. He 
went a little way over Jordan, sa,w t!i.e welcoming multi
tudes. as they swung wide the gates to let the king of 
Israel in, but, through tear-dimmed eyes perhaps, the 
stooping figure of noble Barzillai got a glimpse of the 
glory, avd waving the king adieu he turned back over 
Jordan to die I And he never entered the king's palace! 
He never tasted the king's banquet I . , , 

But when our King shall come-there will be no more 
death for us! "For the Lord himself, "shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel and 
the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shaH rise fiflst. 
Then they which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever me with the Lord." 

How long shall. we have to live? Forever! We shalt 
have no more birthdays-for time shall be no more. No 
one will be old, arid no' one wiH ibe young; and all will 
h~ve eternal Hfe, and will answer the summons with 
alacrity to go to Jerusalem. . 

How shall we go? With the King! £noch wal.ked 
with God-not a little way over Jor;dan with the King, 
but.all the way, for he "was not. for God took him". r 
think it was Dr. A. T. Pierson who said that Dr. A. J. 
Gordon formed the habit of taking daily walk's with the 
Lord Jesus, and one day they walked farther than usual' 
and Dr. Gordon never came badk again. So let us do, .. 
. old and young-let us go to Him in the wilderness, walk 
.with Him dai,ly, keep in His company always, and some
day He will link arms 'with us and take us with Him 
clean over Jordan, and in through the gates to the pain
less, tearless, 'graveless, deathless, ageless, timeless, 
·shadowless, City, to be for ever ·with the Lord'. 
("Hallelujah I"). 

Let us together sing to the praise of God of that 
glorious prospect :-' 

"For ever with the Lord! 
Amen, so let it be;' 

Life from the dead is in that word, 
'Tis immort~lity. . 

Here in the body pent, 
. . Absent from Him I roam, 

Yet nightly pitch my moving tent 
A day's march nearer home .. 

"My Father's house on high, 
,Home of my soul; how near 

At times to faith's foreseeing eye 
Thy golden gates appear I 

Ah, then my spirit faints 
To reach the land I -love; 

. The bright inheritance. of saints, 
Jerusalem abQve. 
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"Yet clouds will intervene, 
And all my prospect flies; 

Like Noah's dove, I fiit between 
Rough seas and stormy skieS. 

Anon the clouds depart, 
The whids and waters cease;, 

While sweetly o'er my gladdened heart 
E:lq)ands the ·bow of peace. 

"I hear at morn and even, 
At noon and midnight hour-:

The choral harmonies of heaven 
Earth's Babel-tongues o'eI1pOwer

That" resurrection word, 
That shout of victory; 

Once more: 'For ever with .the Lord I' 
Amen, so let it ~e I" 

REBUKE TO ALLIANCE LIBERALISM 
This article is from the Western Recorder (Dr. Victor 
I. Masters, Editor) of recent date, and is reproduced here 
because of its intrinsic worth, and for its ijearing upon 
Canadian affai~s. Ed. G. W. 
On page· 22 of the Southern Bap'tIst -Convention Minutes, 

Item 37 records, in the briffie'st way, action by the Conven
tion CY.f first-rate significance. Very little has· been Slaid 
about it in the ·columns of our con't·emporaries, 'S'o far as' we 
have seen, and we h·ave not Qefore mentioned it. We do so 
now. . 

The Sunday School Board (page 319 in Minutes) in iots re
p·ort recounted former action of the Convention instructing 
the Board to make certain con'tl%utions to the work of the 
Alliance, and added: "Recently :the Budget of the All~ance 
ha's been increased, and we are' asked! to contribute $2,500 for 
five years·. We agreed- to do this' for the current ye'ar, pay
ing the sum quarterly, and if agreeable to the Convention, to 
corieinue it for the !Ilext four years." On page 329 CY.f ;the 
Minutes the Sunday School Boardl requests Convention action 
on the proposition, "Thl8t the Board assume the· Southern 
Bapmst quota of the Baptist World Alliance and 'Pledge $2,500 
a year for five yerars." 

Tllis motion 'Pllls'Sed·, though there is some douht whethe!r 
i"t wouldi have done so if it had Ibeen chaIlenged. Not a few 
in the CO!IlveiRtion would have bee!ll. glad- to have had it chal
lenged. Immediately following the action, Dr. J. W. Porter, 
of Kentucky, offered the fololoyving motion as interpreting .the 
attitudie of the Convention in aUoWiIllg the annual stlipend: 

That in ma.ldng this gif.t to the Alliance, we ·affirtrl! our 
beliffi in the fellowslhip 0If all rea"l New Testament Bap
tists of like :precious faith; that our relation to the 
Bwpmst World Alliance shall not iIll any way lbe eons trued 
as an endorsement of an~ ·of the uIlIscriptural views< that 
may have been, or hereafter may be, expressed, by any 
of the speaker>s, whether in general or ion se·ctional meet
ings· that we urge all of our ·brelthren everywhere to 
lovingly and ·earnestly contend for .the faith once for aH 
delivered unto the s·aints. 

I. 
Though Dr. Porter had had! the misfortune at an earlier 

hour in the Convention to run athwart mass psycholog.y in 
the .group in his espousal of another cause, the above motion 
by him was adopted as a viva voce vote with great enthu
siasm--.s'O far as we remem:ber, unanimously. Brethren wiH 
draw their own condus-ionrs as' ·to the ,light this reflects: on 
what the Convention would have voted if the giving of $2,50Q 
yearly to the Alliance had been challenged. We do not d'eal 
with that now, though we question the Wisdom of seekin·g to 
bind the Convention f·or five years--an unu,SlUal procedure 
and manifestly of doubtful propriety where the cause to be 
sustained is known to be of questionable merit in the thought 
of a large number of our people •. 

The Convention vote on .the P·orter resolution was taken in 
the light 0If indisputable ~isquietlng faets as to the Alliance, 
published 'by the Western Recorder and other paper®, and 

.1IIOt a few of them witnessedi personally by many ·brethren 

prelS·ent at Toronto at the 1928 Alliance 'meeting. The facts 
witne·ssed' 'by our Ibrethren at Toronto were: . 

The hopeless and outspoken Modernism exhiJbited ·by the 
speakers be!f·ol'e the· English-speaking ·Comere·nce, presided 
over by President George W. Truett, of the Southern Baptist 
CO!Ilvention. We have been as!S'Ured 'by a nrum.ber of ibrethren 
who were pre·sen,t, whose integrity and competency are above 
all question, that Mod'ernism frankly dominated! the· occasion. 
And we are told that the addres'S delivered 'by Dr. Shailer 
Matthews, the rankest liberaHSJtic deliverance on the occa
sion, has been kept out ·of the published volume of the Alli
ance proceeddIllg.s. DoubtleSls adequate diplomatic re·aso.ns 
may 'be offered for this .. But one. wonders· if the "light" ·of 
that utterance was considered too brilliant for the eyeS' of 
many Bible-'believing Baptists-esp·eciaIly in the great South
ern Baptist ·ConventiQn fellowship, where those who feel we 
must go the wh'ole way in our Witness to ·the integrity of the 
Word of God, are s'o numerous that they might determine the 
c·ourse of the Southern Bapti,SIb Conrvenition as to whethe'r· or 
not our relationships with the Baptis·t World Alliance con
stitute 8Ill entangling alliance. 

II. . 
Brethren in Toronto witn~ssed the nomination of Dr. John 

MacN eiIl as Presddent of the AllIance by Dr. L. R. Scar
borough, President of the Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary of Ft. Worth, Texas.' Then they re·ad in the 
Toronto Star the interview given ,by Dr. MacNeHl to that 
paper in which he chuckled with the ill-concealed joy of a 
partis'an, declari!llg that hi,s election to the AlIianee Pre·si
dency was a personal vindication of him in the Ibitter fight 
he had been making for several ye·ars in Canada as the leadel'l 
of the faction that we're determined to keep in ~cMaster 
University the notoriously.Li'beral Prof. L. H. Marshall and! 
other Liberals. 

Dr. MacNeill and his collaborators o&ucceededl in that fight, 
with the r·esult that the Baptist denomination i.n Canada is: 
now entirely split ass,under. This had already heen accom
plished before tile Alliance met, and ervery leade'!" present 
knew of it. Those Ba:ptis,ts· who in Canada hold to the faith 
of the :J3ib]le as Southern Baptists alWays have held it, have 
in effect, though not 'in form, been driven out. They have 
formed a new Convention, in which they may have a fellow~ 
ship under terms that enable them to hold on to andl beal'l 
c·onsistent witness to the sacred! oracles· orf God, a.s these 
always have been held and :propagated by re'al Baptists 
everrywhere. In ·the rift the Li'berals-as practically always 
happens· in these perilous d1ays-held on to the· Baptist educa
tional institution, MlcMasterr University, even though its fun~ 
aamental law would require this· grou·p to surrender this 
institution to those who still hold, the faith which it WIllS' 
founded to propagate, if the group was controlled by Bible 
standards of honeslty. 

III. 
Twice since the Alliance meeting, the Wes'tern Record'er 

has had occasion to recite these unpleas·ant facts aOnd to give 
proof of them. S·ome ·brethren in the South have Ibeen loathe: 
to ,believe them. The revealin;g interview of the new Presi
dent for the newspaper warS! most eIn'barras·sing. So Dr. 

MacNeil denied ito We published the fac-simile of a letter 
from the reporter, a member of the staff.of the Star,.verify~ 
ing hi.s report and declaring that Dr. MacNeill had neither to 
him personrany nor in the press in Toronto, nor elsewhere 
in Canada, denied the accuracy of the report. 

The den-ial was written for and· circulated among Southern 
Baptists only-but not a word was denied in the environment 
before which Dr.·MacNeill stands or falls and where his real 
character and record are knowno 

. One may judge for himsellf as! to just what his essential 
relationships are to the testimony of Baptist truth in that 
environment. It is also on record thlat he is extremely, "oPen 
communion", inviting to the Lord's SUPl>er all whose hearts 
"are warm" toward the Lord. 

N one of our brethren or papers' jn the South have pu'blicly 
challernged tl!e truth· of the d:amaging facts we were con
strained to present about Dr. MacNeill. On the other hand·, 
in some quarters -the attitude has seemed to be to minify anld 
ignore the meaning or existence of tp.ese facts. Some have 
confes·sed privately tha·t they had such personal antipath~ 
toW"ard a leader of the straight Bapti.sts- in Oanada that til.",. 
are not willi!llg to do anything that mi'ght have the effect oj) 

. (Continued ·on page 14) 
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These pages (13-14) are the Authorized Official Organ of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches in Ontario 

and Quebec. 

W. GORDON BRo.WN, EditOr. 

Communications for thiS department Gospel gloriously proclaimed. Two last year has ~roken down some resis·t-
should be addressed direct to W. Gordon bright ~oung people were ibaptized at 
Brown; Box 502, OrangevUle,· Ontaro. this service. . 

ance. . 

* * * SEMINARY STUDENTS. 
Three of .the Toronto B'aptist Semin

ary students are labouring in New York 
State, thei;r enlbroance there .being ar
r-anged for :by the Rev. John Greening, 
iIormerly of Lindsay, Onto Mr. Edwards 
Apps was the first stude·nt to enter thIs' 
work, Mr. Gorman followed, tlhen Mr. 
G1ad'stone Franklin.' On SlliIlday after
noon, August 4'1Jh, a ibaptismal .service 
was held at a Ibeautiful outd'Oor spot and 
three' .believer,!, fruit 0:( Mr. A·pp·s' min
istry, folLowed the Lord in 'the .waters ·of 
baptism .. 

Mr. madstone Fr-anklin ·has commenced 
work as a' sort .of missionary at large 
w.or.Jdng out from ·Glov:ersville, N.Y. Thls 
milniistry ·has been made poss~ble by a 
Ohristia·n 'Of means' and Mr. Franklin 
will have wide lOiPportunities. 

Mr. Gorman js conducting a DaUy 
Voacati.on Bi,ble School at SammlOndsville 
and the object .of the scltool is to bring 
the children to a saving kinowledge .of 
the Lord Jesus ·Christ. 

These youlllg me·n covet .an unterest in 
the praye·rs of God's. people. 

* * * * 
MEN OUGHT ALWAYS TO PRAY. 
. The Shens1lone Memori·al Baptist 

Ohurch, ·Bran·tford, has instituted a 
Sunrise Prayer-meeting. We Ihear tha"t; 
this ds held! Sunday 'mornimgs and thrWt 
the attenda·nce has re,ached! forty...ifive. It 
is not surprising to know that the 
Church ijs prospe·ring; that during the 
summer weeks a tem ev:a~gelistic eam
paign has !been i·n progress and several 
have confes'sed the Lord Jesus ,Christ in 
these meetings. The church has been 
added unto and the Bible Sehool regis
ters an ,increase in art;tend,ance, 'o.ver' the 
avel"age last year, by sildty-three per 
Sunday. 

* * * * 
COURTLAND. 

Blesgjng ra't Cour'tlamd CIOntinues. 
Under Pastor Rorbert D. Guthrie mee·t
ings are all well rattended and there is a 
spiritual atm.OSIp·here for Whidh the ~ord 
is praised .• Mr. Guthrie writes, "I ha.d 
quite a 10Illg talk wi'th a visitor from De
troit who always comes to 'Our services 

'when ·in the community. 'I was much 
surprised 'When he told me IOf .the con-
dition of his ·own liarge h.ome chul"Ch. 
Out ·of a membership .of eight hundred 
about one hundred is ·the general run 
of attendance and the m~d-week pl'ayer 
meetings 'seld·om exceed ano atterndance of 
fifteen. When I ·heardthis I pradsed 
the Lord for the way we l8i"e :being 
blessed at ·CourtIand." 

Rev. Morley -Hall IOf the 1st Baptist 
. Church, TimminS, !preached for !'astor 
Guthrie, .Sund'ay, August 4th. There 
~s a splendid con.gregaltion and the 

* * * * 
HUGHSON ST., HAMILTON. 

Hughson .st. Baptist Church (Rev. H. 
W: Bower, Pastor) is h-aV'ing a splendid 
time in Open Air meetings.. These are 
held ,as a. w.itness primarily to the Ru
manians .in tihe district. 

Sundlay morning, August· 18th, ,the 
Church was vpsited!by Mr. Thomas Urqu
hart Vice' Pl"esident of ·the Convention. 
Mr. Urquh'art was invited to 'Speak and 
g·ave· an interesting address on "Wit
nessing" whdeh was ,greatly apprecIated. 

* * * * 
WESTPORT. 

Much prayer is requested for these 
mining towns where wOl"k is very ve;ry 
ddfficult. ' 

* * ,.. * 
VICTORIA STREE~, WINGHAM. 
Pastor Edgar Ferns IOl Vic:toria. Street 

Reg1;l1!ar ~pti.st C~urch, Wingham, is 
lead1mg h~·s !people In aggressive evan
geliSllll. Their program lelads them illlf;o 
surrounding .towns land .God is ibles'sing 
them. . 

. We again ask Ian interesifl in your 
prayers for :flhe W.ingham teSJtimony. 

* * * * 
THE GOOD HAND OF OUR GOD. 
Has ,been upon ou·r miS'Siion'ary Mrs. 

Student H. C. Slade of Tor-onto Bap- H. L. Davey 'Wh'O has arrivedsaiely in 
tist Seminary is serving -the Wes,tport Grand Bassa, Liiberia. 
Bap'tist Church ,again 1Jbis year. . Sun- The journey WiaS m·ade in reCord time 
dJay evening 'serVices 'al"e held in the open and ·although for part of the journey 
air, weather pel1mit:fiing,. !lnd .the atten- Mrs. Dave>y. was the IOnly womlam. on 
dance at .these 's·ervIces IS estImated be- bo.ard, the trIp on the whole was a com
tween three and four hundred. Many. fortahle one. . 
Rom-a~ Ca!Jllolics hear the Gospel mes- Mail receiyed fro,m Mrs'. Davey (pos
sage In rthds 'WIay ~nd Mr .. Slade send'S ted.aJt Teneriffe) tells us that there were 
a request f.or prayer tlhat those who .hear but eight passengers on .the "Ebani" 
may.heed. . when j·t left Live;rpooI and five of these 

·FrIend·s 'of Mr. Slad!e WIll -be sorry to were to. leave the boat when it stopped 
hear that he has ,been bereaved by the at -the Canary IsIBnds .. 
death of his father itn N.ova Scotia. .Tlhe shdp's Docto;r, a IIli&n with long ex-' 

* • .. * pel"ience in the tropijcs, evinced much 
CENTRAL LONDON. interest in the Lilberian Mission and pve 

Rev. W. E. Atkiins·on, Secretary-Treas- Mrs. Davey much· valualble adVice and in
urer of the Union, haSi Ibeen supplying struction reglarding ·the measuring and 
for Pastor James McGinlay at Central preparation' of the new leper .medicine. 
during ·the .monlth of August. He reports Mrs. Davey writes~"The Doctor told 
tihat the people of Centml Baptist me ,this afternoon. (Sunday, Juiy 28th) 
Church have a great vision; that .the that tMs iboot was loaded with dynamdte, 
prayer meetings, even through ·the sum- something Uke 15,000 pounds on board. 
mer m()ll],ths, are well attended; that the Nice comiplanionalble ·sltufi - dynamite. 
y.ouIllg people 'are zealous and conrse- Tha.t exp[adlll9 s·ome things to m~rst 
cmted, ·and that conversioons are re- why we had to 'go so far out to reach 
corded at almost every sel'Viee. the s'teamer when we ·left Liverp,ool. The 

A fuller rerpor't in connectiloh with boat was anchored away outside. the 
Centl"al will 'be .given in an early isrsue. docks rand carried a b'iJg r·ed flag and 

* * * * every o.ther iboat wa:s· Itold to kee.p a.way 
ROUYN-NORANDA. MISSION. from us. I trunk, ilihe Doctor told me 

From the Christian friend who made to see what eiffec't it would have and I 
th'is Mission !p.ossilile comes the follow- told hi·m th·at I IbeLieved God 'had called 
ing word'-"I have ibeen here ten days us to the wOl"k in IAberia and t'h'at He 
and am de1ighited wlithr tihe work of the WIOUIrl over-rule anything that would, 
young men you sent up. They are just humanly speaking, 'bar us from entering 
~~~~~~d~~~~~~~~M~ 
d,uring hardness quite 'happily and full mite, or anylthinrg else, could harm us." 
d brighlt enthusiasm and zeal. I do LETTER FRO*M *RE*V. *A·. J. LEWIS. 
praise God f'o.r them because He is eer-
tai.nly usling them. Last Sunday ·the 
,br:othel"S (Wellington) 'held a ~orvice in 
the ·sltore. There were aibout a dozen 
present which was a 'fair Ibeginning for 
Rouyn." , 

It is reported toot a.t a p1'l8.yer meet
ing un N.oranda twelve were present. In 
view of the :&lct that the student who 
WlaS on the field Iia:SIt year CiOuld get only 
an Oipen air hearing 8Illd could noOt in
duce the people i1lll;o the service, this is 
a splenddd beginning. No doubt the 
seed sown so fartlufully Iby Mr. McGrath 

Gmnd Bassa, 
c/o Bank of 

. British We'st Africa, 
RepubIi~ of LIberia, 

July 12'th, 1929. 
Dear Brother AJtkinson: 

Grace unto you and peace· be M"alti
p'lired.· It is aLwayl; a joy when 'one 
Clan write hOllJle ,of viictories, but some-' 
times in our missionary work we are 
obliged Ito write home of ."walled cities 
and giants", who have thus far resisted 
aU attacks. We must gurard ag.a~nst see-
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ing only the WIlllls and g.i'8nts as the 
ten spies did, IbUlt Like Caleb and Joshua, 
we muSit face the facts and call 'on God's 
people to ,go forward and take the f:or
tresses. "Weare not able" is the cry 
of 'Unbelief frOlffi the teal; "God i·s able" 
is the cry of faith from the two. We 
have CToslsed the Jordan and are ,blow
ing the ttrumpeJts of salViation full and 
free around lOur Je'richo, Ibut so far the 
waJls have not faUen. Thus' far we 
have met a solid, immova.b~e wall of 
heathen indiffe·rence and oppo.'SIition and 
as 'yet we s'ee liIttle sign ad: -the Spirit's 
working. One of our great difficuIties 
is the fact tha.t the peOlple live in f.airly 
small towns 'and i,t is hard to get many 
together 'at o.ne time. We ·are ,ohliged 
to g·o to vdUag.e a:flter viHage Ito preach 
to thenn. Anothe·r serious' difficulty is 
the fact thlat we ,are obliged ,to 'speak 
through an limerpreter and lare not al
waY's' sure tiha't .the Itranslation is c'or
recrt, .espedally lif the word spoken con
demns .the inte·rpre.ter. Then -the low 
standard of IChristi,anity 'Presented by 
m:&ny 'professinlg conversion at the coast 
is a hind'l'\anee. The iheathen man, com
ing to the coast wiltlh Ms !produce, sees 
often th8lt those profesls,ing Christianity 
d:o not Hve the life' 'and he, in his native 
simpliicaty, revolts ag,ainS't it. 

I am 'presenting the,se' difficulties that 
they lmay form a challlenge to p·rayer and 
not in any sense' as .a token 'of discour
agemenlt. Mighty things ·are going to be 
dOone for ,G.od lamong tihe,se people of the 
interior and whenl they begin to come to 

. Ohrislt, I believe tthey will come in lar.ge 
nu'mibers. ,I would present two :p'as
sages 'Oof Scr'i'pture that wilI meet our 
pre·sen·t need, "praying in the Holy 
Ghost" and "others 'save Wli.th fear pul
ling th~m out of the fire". Hol'Y Ghost 
praying wiill ,alone .bring results. Pr.ay
ing in the Holy Ohost will save us from 
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waSitD.ng our 'breath and asking ,at r.an- life :it would ,be a grea.t victoory for 
dlom, for He always ena;bles us to pray Ohrist. 
according to the wilL 'of God. He will Deatih has come near with grim real
whol'ly emancipate 'Us from our own ity in these days, f'or that deadly 
s'ellfisih cares and worrles, and make's scourge, ye11aw fever, has hroke·n out in 
us ful1y at le!isure for the burdens ad: .the Morovia and several Europeans to
Ma,ster. The Spirit d:s glad to lay upon getherwith mJany ,blacks have ·been swept 
us the neeld'S' of the multiJtudes in .a min- into etemliilty. So f,ar, thank God', it has 
istry a'S' ,wide as the woOrld, if we only not!; come Ito ·BaS'S·a and I 'Pl'ay that we 
hlave 'tillie. for Ham. When we 'ilhus pray, may be 1:1Ip8ll"ed this. terrible f·oe. Pro
we are going Ito 'See the heathe·n. snatched fess:OT ,Sibley, ,who /has devoted much 
nut of 'bhe Dire. We 'have come to do the t~me lanld talent as educational advisor 
"puHi-ng ·out of the fire", ibut how much to tlhe Government and who has been a 
we need ithe "prayling in rtJhe Holy Ghost" g,ood friiend to. 'Us, WIa'S taken ·suddenly 
f1"om the :people at home. by this malady. 

Our meetinJgs, held am,osit nightly, are We ·read with great· regret the a.ttack 
held in'the native kitchens. Every vil- on the Doctor while at Des M'Ooine's a;nd 
]'age has seveml 'Of these. iIt is .a square irnmedoiJatelly we had s,pecial prayer f()ll" 
building, albout Itwen'ty feet squ.are, and h'is ,!Ytrengthening. He gdves no. quarter 
is :practically oruy a roof e·rected upon to the Devil and he need expect none. 
four strong corner 'Poles'. The walls 'Dhank God fOT such a m~ificent wit
are o·nly aboult three feet .high and very ne!ss for. tthe ,GoSIPel in lIlhese dll-rk days, 
broad so that they serve Il'S benc'hes. for such an .aJbIlack merely ,sho.ws that he 
These lci.tehens usually 'have a ceioling is .afraid of the Unrelenting fight being 
formed of :poles and covered w'i-th bam- waged aga:i'lllSt him 'and he is determined 
boo sticks or palm !Yticks. On these are t t ·t aIt 11 t "H d Ith 
Sltored the rice cotton or :tools. In these o. s op r I a '. cos's. e 'ma e em 

to ride upon the shoulJd'ers' of tihe Pihil
kitchens the food is cooked and the istines", we rem, that ~s, God mlade their 
smoke rising !Cr,om the :liires keeps ltihe' very enemlies to ,be their Ilorters and 
rice dry. We usually have· ,one of these He can make 'lI:he f.oes and lattacks on 
ki,tch!!llJS swept out and the people sit Dr. Shields, wings instead of weights 
u'Pon the ledige 'or Wlall and listem to 'the and' "make :the wrath of men Ij)o praise 
W·ord. O:lltimes they are slow in com- H!im". 
ing and we 'Sing a few ihymns or chorus- As you go albout telling. of the work 
ell while ,they gather. We ihang our lan- here make a strong 'Plea for ;more 'and 
~erns up for Lights 'and our church ~ouse 'mor~ JlIl"ayer, for as' our Teal condllict ihere 
!S ready. The J.leaple, as a rule, hsten is aga1nst ;the pri·nlCipaldlbies ,anld powers 
lnJtently ·and qUIetly .to the ~ord ,~d entrenched behind force.s of heathenism, 
5'l)m~ have shown cons'l?emble Interest an so our victio.ries mu!Yt be woOn in the spdrit 
commg to every }treetmg. Su!ely upon realm 'and prayell." lis' the ,great weapon 
!1Uch, t1he Word WIll So.on Ihave Its bre:ak- of 'atta'Ck. May Ithe Lord bless you and 
mg-up po.wer demons~r.at~d.. Every time aU those whlO are witnessing a good COlJl
we have 'iheld a s.erwce m the t().~n of fes'll''ion in these days. 
the paramoUIDt chIef, he has· been lD at- . 
te.ndance. He is a heavy dninker and if Y.ours land HIS, 
the Gospel power should Itransform his (Signed) Alfred J. Lewis. 

REBUKE TO ALLIANCE LIBERALISM remove hindrances and enable them to grow into s'piritual! 
fulness. (Continued from page 1"2) 

pleasing his leader. God pity us for our tragic spiritual 
bankru:ptcy, if any of UEi' has' indeed fallen so low that per
sonal prejud~ce determines what witness we may be willin'g. 
to bear to the truth of imperilled faith! May God burn the 
dross out of us! 

The writer in himself hillS no power to master these things. 
He is only a voi,ce. He is allied! with no group formal'lly .organ
ized to 'see that s!\lch sacred things as these refe·rred to have 
their proper hearing 'in the Baptist court of puiblic O!piniOOl. 
But he is in heart allied, with a great mass of people of God 
who believe above all things that, as between honour and 
prominence and worldly prestige on the one hand, and the 
integrity and fulness of our witness under all conditions to 
the full authority of the blessed Word of God, there should 
be no question even for a single moment as to what course 
should be pur.sued. If to venture as much is. rashness, we 
plead guilty. For we can do no less, and by the grace of God 
we shall not be unwilling to abide the issue. 

IV. 

We have borne our testimony with joy and enthusiasm and! 
unmeasured devotion throughout the passing years to the 
support of a holy fellowship and organization of the people 
of God called Baptists. As we had opportunity and· ability 
to do it, we have gladly given ·our ·best to foster fellowll'hip· 
and love and confidence among Baptist churches and activi
ties and leaders. We have rejoiced in the growth of the 
churches in Chris,t, and our powers, such as they are, have 
been without stint or measure devoted to whatever might 

We have not loved 'Christians in other fold,s any less be
cause of this. In ·our heart-though we do not e·xpect worldly
mindedness to unders,tand this'--we think we have thus proven 
that we love them more than we would have been able to do 
if we could have "gambled" fast and loose with the holy 
oracles of God as we were given to see them in order to make 
a fair s'how bef·ore men. 

It deeply pains US' to caU attention to s'llch dangers, at the 
possihle or even probable wounding of the· sensi'bilities of be
loved men. But failure to ·bear witness to those things which 
unhindered would corrupt the witness of Baptists, to the faith 
once d-elivered to the saints~ a.s given us· to see it, has not so 
far has ,been charged against Kentucky Bapists or against The 
Western Recorder. With facts such as these with which we 
have here de'alt conditioning the witness of Baptists to the 
truth which Christ ha.s committed to them, there has hither
to never once arisen the question as to whether the Western! 
Recorder would bear its testimony. By the grace of God, It 
·shall not arise now. 

We congratulate' Doctor Porter and the Southern Baptist 
Convemion upon the hearty adoption of his resolution. That 
reso'1ution utters the real heart of Southern Baptists on the 
matter at 'issl\le~ We admonish our.selves and our brethren', 
and particularly all those who in an'Y relations'hips whatever 
are expected to speak for Southern Baptists .before others, 
that the values that obvious'ly and naturally' be'long to the 
words of this motion should! ibe sacredly conserved in \ everry 
sU'Ch utterance. Men who dodge or "forget" to conserve these 
values, or who would subject them to the peril of entangling 
alliances, are no.t serving well :the highest interests of Baptists. 
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Qtoal~ for 
By Rev. T. 1. Stockley, D.D., Dean of Toronto Bapti~ Seminary. 

Sunday, August 25th. 
We have the coonpany of our Lord.-;-

2 Peter 1 :15-21 
In the Holy Mount of prayer we have 

the company of our Lord. Here they 
were shut away /from the world, its 
sick and poor, its need'of teaching, and 
every form of activity. They were 
alone with Jesus. "We were with him." 
That is our great privilege too. If we 
ascend into the mount of solitary 
prayer, we may be sure of His .pres
ence: which simply me!1ns that He 
who dwells by His spirit within the be
liever's heart opens up to us the reality 
of His presence when we are in the 
holy mount. Does this thought ever 
occur to us-"What a wonderful time 
it would be, if I· could always be sure 
of the compaliy of the Lord when I 
ascend 'the holy mount"'? What an 
atmosphere would pervade the place! 
What virtue would go out of Him to 
me! What peace and heavenly-minded
ness He would impart! We can have 
His presence everywhere, but in the 
holy mount we can be specially near 
Him. 

MondaY, August 26th. 
We see the Glory of our Lord.-

. Matt. 17:1-9 
In the Holy Mount of prayer we see 

the glory of our Lord. "We were eye
witnesses of His Majesty." When we 
climb the mou'ntain~brow,· we soon be
gin to see· things in their right pro
portions-the apparen~ly great are con
b'asted with the really great. A great 
city becomes a very small place; a 
mighty river is a silver thread; a tower· 
ing cathedral is hardly visiJble at all, 
and thus apparent magnitudes dwindle 
into insignificance. So on the mount 
of prayer the things of earth which 
seem so great are beheld in their true 
dimensions, and the glory of our Lord 
shines out before our vision. We see 
the real beauty of our Saviour then. 

Men have covered Him with shame 
and ignominy. They clothed Him vrith 
mockery, they crushed the thorn crown 
upon His brow, they gave Him a mock 

. symbol of sovereignty, they spat upon 
Him in spite 'and scorn, they 'cried, 
"Crucify Him". But on the mount of 
prayer the scene is changed. We see 
Him as He truly is. He is transfigured 
before us, alid His whole being is 

-co·vered with a divine glory. 
Tuesday, August 27t1i. 

We hear the Divine Testimony.~ 
. Mark 9:1·13 

In the mount of prayer we hear the 
,divine testimony. There was borne to 
Him, says Peter, from the sublime 
glory of the Shechinah a voice saying, 
"This is my beloved Son in whom I 
am well pleased." "We' heard this 
·voice", Peter. says. And it must have 
had a ·wonderfully reassuring effect. It 
is our privilege too in the holy mount 
to hear the voice of God. In the midst 
-of the clamour of the noisy world, we 
are apt to miss the sound of His voice, 

but in the secret place we may hear
and shall do if we listen. But if we 
would hear His words of comfort and 
assurance, we must enter the quiet of 
secret prayer, and we must listen 
equa!ly when He speaks to us words of 
warning and ~buke. 'He sometimes has. 
to convince us of our sin, and to humble 
us in the dust; and if we listen then 
and obey, we. 'shall not be deprived of 
words of gracious witness and comfort. 
He will love to say, "Thou art a be
loved son." , 

Wednesday, August 28th. 
We know the Reality of Heavenly 

Things.- Luke 9:27-36 

In prayer we experience the reality 
of heavenly things.- This is one of the 
e;xperiences of the holy mount, and this 
is why we all need so much to climb 
the steps of prayer. Material things 
seem so real. We live in a bustling, 
noisy age. Life whirls along at ex
fremely high pressure. From early 
morning till late evening the bewilder
ing sounds of the world's machinery 
never stop. Body and brain are ex
posed to incessant wear and tear. 
The necessary business of life seems to 
claim more and more time, and the pas
sion for amusement which is another 
mark of the age, comes in to seize upon 
whatever time is left; so that between 
business and pleasure, leisure for prayer 
is well-nigh crushed out. In this way the 
only real things seem to be the material 
things. But if we ascend, the mount 
of prayer we get into another region. 
Even religious life to-day is identified 
with· public gatherings, united worship, 
and an incessant round of activities in 
social Christian work. Oh, to get away 
from it all to the place of secret prayer. 

Thursday, August 29th. 
We are Lifted out- of Ourselves.-

2 Cor. 12:1-10 
In prayer we are Often lifted out of 

ourselves. Was it not so with Peter 
and his friends? Weare told that 
Peter said something, "not Knowing 
what he said." There is a terrIble ten
dency to-day to become chained to the 
dru4gerY of ordinary life. Men speak 
of "this endless struggle just to live; 
this weary round of work day after 
day; this irksome monotony of life
the same little worrying things con
tinually." Men are so prone to become 
absorbed in these Ithings-life's work 
and anxieties, life's sorrowlt and dis
appointments. Butt when we rise to 
the mount of prayer, all-d enter the 
sphere of silent communion with our 
Lord, we are lifted into another region. 
"They that wait upon the Lord shall 
ch,ange their strength", they shall 
change the human for the divine; and 
they shall "mount up with wings as 
eagles. It is therefore good to climb 
the hill of secret prayer. There we 
see how far short we come of the 
glorious possibilities awaiting us; and 
the. spirit aspires for that fuller life, 

and larger liberty which would glorify 
our Lord, and impress ,the world with 
its heavenliness and majesty. 

Friday, August 30th. 
We get New'Light on the Cross.

Luke 24: 25-36 
When we ascend the mount of secret 

prayer what opportunities are· ours! 
·rhel'e is the opportunity of light upon 
the Cross. Godet and others make the 
,suggestion that what we see on Hermon 
"is a picture of the. purposed end of. our 
human life if sin had not entered. And 
that to Jesus, the sinless and holy' One, 
was given the natural consummation in 
which His life was transfigured, and 
He might have passed into the state of 
enduring glory. But .... He lays it aside, 
turns His back, so to· speak, upon the 
natural consummation and takes His 
way to the darkness of the Cross and 
the grave. So that, as one says, this 
mount might be called not the Mount of 
Transfiguration, but the Mount of Re
nunciation. "See, He lays His glory 
by!" He faces the chill and the dread-· 
ful gloom of the cross. When He was 
tempted, angels came and minfstered 
unto Him. . When He makes the great 
renunciation He is visited by Moses 
and Elijah, and they speak of His 
death as an exodus which He is to 
accomplish. The disciples had the 
opportunity of new light here. They 
might, have seen that the Cross was the 
deliberate choice of Jesus, and that it 
was an exodus to be accoonplished. 
Peter had a very poor idea of the Cross 
Ibefore this, but here on the mount he 
might have seen much more if his 
eyes had not been so blinded. The holy 
mount of secret prayer gives us the 
opportunity of seeing the. cross we carry 
in a new and wonderful light too. I{ow 
the .dark things of life have been 
illumined there! We may learn much 
then concerning the true meaning of the 
Great Refiner·s. fire, and of the Great 
Vine-dresser's knife. 

Saturday, August 31st. 
We exercise Christlike intercession.-

. James 5:7-20 
When with Him in the holy mount 

there 'is given the opportunity also of 
Christlike intercessiPn. When you 
were with Him did you seize the oppor
tunity of speaking to Him about others 
as well as yourself? This is our sub
limest !form of service. This is the 
shortest way to hearts which are difficult 
to reach. Multitufiles o.f souls have been 
won, great revivals have been brought" 
about through interceding prayer. This 
is also sometimes' the best way to br,ing 
answer to pray,er for ourselves. Then, 
if in .the holy mount you would really 
see the glory of our Lord, bring along 
with you in prayer the needs of others. 
Think of your poorer brethren, the 
suffering and lonely ones. Think, too, 
of those who "despitefully use you and 
persecute you", and all who have any ill
feeling toward you. Speak to the Lord 
llihout these. 
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dra'W1l them lbefore the judgment seats· 
(v. 6). And they 'have oblaSlP'hemed ltihe 
name of 'God (v. '7). Evddently these 
were .not saved! persons, for no one 

2. The case of Ia Ibo,aSlteir is then stated 
who. seeks ·to seoparate faith 'and works, 
and the request is made th-alt he show his 
faith ~part :f.rom his actions'; while on 
the pal't oi ilie <lthe!l.", fad·th, would be 
p'!',oved Iby 'CorreSjponding actions (v. 18). 
This makes Iclear ·the :Ilact that f,aJ.th can
not be proved unless Iby acltd·ons. It is 
no,t suffiicient to state that. we have 
fai·t:h: we must shOiw li,t by ·our works. A 
person 'Who mell'ely lbeHElIVes is no Ihighell' 
advanced in this realm 1Jhan evil spdrits, 
foOr ;they Ibelieve a·m trean:ble (v. 19). 
It :is -well to nolte that there is 'such a 
thilng ·as head be·meye without he'art ap
plicati·on: one mlay knOw ,1Jh.e Bible from 
Genesis to Revel'a1ihm, 'and IbelJieve the . 
wlhole to Ibe the wGrd of God, and yet 
nOlt be saved. Sometlhing m()re than 
mental assellit is re'qIUired. There must 
be real :flaith oOr Ibrust in a living Per
s'on and such d1a,i.th le·ads. to challige of 
life wi.th corresplOOtding actions. If no 
such change has occurred·, ·and df the!l'e 
be ,no a<Ctions of !a spiritual natJure, then 
we Mlay -well doulbt 1ihe i£acl of 'our sal
v8Ition. 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, Editor. 

Lesson 35. September 8th, 1929. 
Third Quarter. 

FAITH AND WORKS. 
Lesson Text: James, chapter 2 .. 
Golden Text: For as the body without 

the spirit is dead, so faith without 
works is dead also." James 2:26. 

1. RESP.ECT OF PERSONS CON
DEMNED' (vs. 1-13) 

1. Bef.ore God all men are equal, and 
in His c1h.urch the tre8i1nnem of imlli
vri.dua}s slhiould: Ibe in -accordance with 
this principle. But all too often worldly 
stand.ard'S p'I'eV'8lil, and the moan ,of weI8lth 
is shown the preference. In the verses 
beilore UIS such conduct is condemned. 
F)irst, there iis !the stateme·nIt ·that respe'Ct 
of persons 'Shooulid not the sihoWtll in the 
faith ·of JesusChris:t (v. 1). No dis
tinction should be made between rich and 
poor. An illustration is given of such 
dlistJinction (vs. 2, 3) wherein is made 
manifest the diifferenee in reception 
given eacih class in :the service: the rich 
man is g.i.ven ,the best seat; ltJhe poor 
man is allorweld! to s'tand, or :permitted to 
sit down in some obscure !place. Per
sons who I8ct ~n this mannell' show that 
they have 'become judges full of wrOlIlg 
thoughts (v. 4). The clothes do not make 
the man, nor d-oes wealtlh Emihance the 
charadter. lit seems hoard fO!!." S'Ome to 
disregard the ou'tward display: dt makes 
its appeal to the senses, and very' often 
the pers'On .of weallth shows byhls .art;ti
tude that he 'expects some special treat
ment. BUJt it shou1d be remembereld tJhat 
making sueh dis·tinction· ibeflween ric'h 
and pOOll' is Wl'lOlIlg. 

2. J:ames sup/ports his contenlti-on iby 
giving im O'l'IIlaltiion concerndng the re
lationship of /the poor to God and of the 
oppreslSli'On of the rlch: God 'hath "chosen 
the poor ·()f 'tlri:s world ricih an diadth am.d 
hei'!'s m Ithe kingdom" (v. 5). They are 
poor' in the estimate of the world, but 
bef<lre God they aJre rich, not in material 
goods ;bUit an spiritual :t;hin·gs. They are 
rich "in failtlh". The :weaI.th oOf God is 'at 
their dlisposal; He deliights to !be truSited, 
and hon'OlUrs ·foaiiofu according to i-ts expec
tati'on (Matt. 9:29). Geo.Muller, of 
Bristol, England, was 'a poor man ac
cording to the 'SItandards of this world, 
yet· Ithe Lord trusted him wdth mm,ions 
of doNars fOIl' the sUostenance ,of his or
p'hans. He was "ricih dn fai-th", and drew'· 
upon the Iheavenly bank unSitintedly. 
This is 10oki'IlIg ·at the IJllI8.tter from the 
:fiinanCial v.iewpolinlt; Ibut apart from 'this, 
the chikl lof God is rich ~n his spiritual 
life, in peace, joy, feU·olW'soap, e'tc.; ·and 
in his dnheri·tance, a foretaste .of wlhiclh 
he is rece!ivdng now. He is, .in fa~ the 
child of the Kdng. Added to this is the 
f.act that God has chosen such iPOOil', and 
if He Ihas 'thus set His seal upon them, 
why should discriminadiion 'be used 
againsit them? . 

3. T.he charge lis made /lhat the poor 
. hl8ve Ibeen despdsed, and an expIanation 

is gdven as to the way in which the riicih 
bave acted toward their less fortunate 
felUows. TheY have ·oppressed them, and. 

reaUy Iborn again 'Woulid. act in' such··a 
manner. It rerfers to the worldIy rich, 
and enlig1htens UIS concerning their ways. 
No !IoUibt there 'Were some rich then, as 
now, who dd.d not act in suclt a manne'l', 
but those wh,o did br·oughlt dliscredit upon 
the whole cIas·s. ·It 'Was difficullt f.or 
them to resiist the tEm1lPtation to use the 
POlWe.r of ltiheir poslition unjustly. An
'other !l."eas,on for acting justly to'WaJl'ld. the 
poor rests dn :the royal ;law 'orf loving ·our 
neigh:bours -as ourselves (v. 8), wMch 
implies doing unlto. tiliem as we would 
. have them do unto us (Matt. 7:12). This 
is a safe guide dn a'll. the 'l'elaJti()nlSl ·of liife, 
a·nd wdll prevent di:scriminatlion. It is 
fur'ther emphasdzed rIlhat to have res.pect 
of persons means· to ~ommit 'sdn (v. 9). 
We d·o not usually thinlk of the matter 
in ·this lig'hlt ibut the plain' stateme·nt is 
before us, and OI\lght ·to cur'b any ten
dency there .may !be qn us to 'orffend God 
in tlri-s manner (vs. l00l 11). His stan
dard d1iffers from that :orr the worM, and 
His judgment iis ·governed by ,the char- 3. In fUJl."ther lillusltratiion of tJhe SUlb
acter ,of the m'an, by wh'Wt he i's, and n'O't ject, the case of Albraham and Isaac is 
by whll)t 'he has. We ouglhit ,therefore to cited (vs. 20-24; Gen. 21:1-14·), wherein 
II)Ct .in accordance wi1fh. HilS 'W'ill, Il'emem- it is 'st8lted that that 'm-an ·of God was 
bering the judgment to come (vs. 12, 13). justified by w\lll"kB> when he !hJa.d dffell'ed 

4. In teachi.ng this, the nature of 'suc'h his son on the altar. A:braham was jus
respe.ct of persons can be ex.plained, tified by f.aIDtJh bef.ore God, !but by works 
showing hci!w n-ot only in the seating ar- bef()re men. AlbraJhJam Ibemeved God, but 
ran!gements·, 'but ·in the O!ffdces, etc., 'illle more than belief was necessary to carry 
rich s-o o:ilten are 'gUven ofJhe preference. OI\l·t the comrni81Ild of God. He put Ms 
Then tihe evils ,aTiisdng therefrom may 'be belief ·into aet:io-n" placed Isa·ac 1l!Pon the 
emplhasiized, ma.king clear 'that Il'espect altar, and pll'ea;ared ,t() s·llay him when 
.m 'Pers-ons ,is contrary to the Word of God stopped him. His faith led him 
God, and lis sin; ,that .it hinders the Holy to act in this manner. He trusted God 
Spirit in His use .of indiviidiUal)s'; iJt all absolutely, 'believing that if his son 
too often pll8ces the 'Wrong pers-ons in should die that God was able to raise him 
office; it 'Overlooks at times 'ill1e ibe:st up again from the dead, from whence al
spirilbual matmal; it puts 18 false v:alu·a- so he received him in a figure. His ac
tfi-on upon the !possessing of ·this world's tions proved the reality of his faith. He 
gooos; and it places 'illle mJaterial bef·ore' was severely tested, but he came through 
the ·spiritu~l. .Sucih discn.mUnation de- triu~antl~, aIlI.d his :Ilai1fh. was perfected 
serves nothing ,bUll; condemnart;.ion. in the IProces·s. He :W,II)S ·much stll'en·gth-

ened 'by Ithe experience. Ano-theIr illus
II.', THE PRACTICAL' NATURE OF 'tration ,orf a sdmilar nature is given in 

TRUE FAITH ( 1426) the ca,se of Roahaib (vs. 25, 26). Slhe ibe-
,vs. -. llieved -in tihe forthcoming victory of 

1. We c·ome now to '8. study of a por- Israel, accepted 1fh.e word of the spies 
·tion of the· Word wMch has g.iven '!'ise to in re·lailion to :the salvation of herself 
considera.ble ijiscussaon as tts teaching and fiamily, and oibe'Yed their diirectioDS; 
is thoug'hlt iby so~e ito lbe in 'Contradiction if she had on~y believed their ward witih
to that of Paul on phe subjecl of "faJilth", out acting UplO'Il! it, she :would halVe met 
but on a careful study and comparison deSltruCition. So her actiio'll!S proved the 
there is 'seen >bo ibe harmony ~nstead of presence of her i£aitih. And the !pers'on 
contradiction. James emphasizes the in our day who only Ibelieves. in the 
necessity fur reaJ faith, and Paul does sense of giving mere menltal assent, 
no't. ove'l'look the importance .of works. wti1iho.ut the lIleceBs·a:ry obediieDICe, :will 
Whalt James is dealing with here is the als·o !perish, for faith without 'Works is 
necessity for fa.ith ·showi.nlg itself 'in dead. 
works. He has in mind the one who 
says he ihas fai'th, and 'Yet does not iIIlani~ 
fest it an his works. He mla:kes the pro
feSSlion :wiiflhou,t eXhibiting :the e'Vidence, 
and James 'asks, Oa.n such faith save 
him? (v. 14). T.he answer is obvious. 
He then sihows how .ineffective :and :im
practlica:l suc!b faiilth ds, Iby the' use of the 
i1lus·tration of feeding -and c~oth.ing the 
naked; somelthing .p!ractical mu·st ibe d.one 
in the way of conveying the necessary 
articles' to !\;hem Ijf 1fuey ·are to be Sl8tis
fied. Even SQ, faith, if d:t does lI!olt pro
duce action, ds uSieless (v. 17). It is 
lackdng in life, and 1ft1erefore is not the 
true kind. 

4. In teaching, explanation may ibe 
lllJade of the dliflference ,bebwe.en re·al faith 
in -our Lord land mere head' belief con
cerning Him 80nd His teaclhiing, Ibetween 
working for salv8ltion .and :working out 
salIVation (Phil. 2:12, 13), and ibetween 
real pos·s·es·Slion ·and 'mere prof~ssion. 
Emphasis wiN :t'h-us !be Ialid upon the 
practical nature orf a Hvi·n,g If'ad1lh. It Is 
bound to make itself ·m;andfest in cor
reSiponddng laemons. Like life 'in :its . 
Vlarious 'Sipheres i'l; C!aIIlnot ibe Md. The 
deceptiion and dangers ·of me·re i.nteLIec
tual Ibelief may weH ibe poinJted: out; als'o 
the folly of seekd.n·g t() wO!!."k fOIl' salv.asttOlIl. 
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