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"TREASURES 
There is a negro song which, if we correctly recall" 

begins, 

"I've got shoes, you've got shoes, 
All God's chiHen have shoes." 

/ 

. That is true. 'No prince of heaven needs to go bare
foot. But GOod's children have much more than "Shoes. 
They have "bread enoug~, ana to spare". Each has' 
a r,~be, and each wears a ring on his hand; for they 
are heirs to "an inheritance incorruptible, and unde
filed, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven" 
for them. It is manifestly the will of God that all 
His children should be rich: "For ye know the grace' 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, ,though he was rkh, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich." We read of the "unsear-ch
a:ble riches of Christ", and of .the "exceeding riches of 
.his grace"; and these belong ~o the children of Go·d. 

But we are admonished also to lay up. tr:easu.res for 
ourselves. We can do no'thing toward' our own sal
vation. A chitd of God is no more responsible for 
being ~ member of the ,divine family, than we are' 
responsible for our membership in tne family to which 
we belong. On the natural plane 'We owe our name 
and nature to the fad that we ,were so born: spirit
uaJly, we owe our place in the household of fa·ith. to 
the fact that we have been born again.. But, bemg 
children of God, notwithstanding there is a great fut
ure a'Waiting us and which is ours by reason of birth, 
we are admonished to save, to open a 'bank account, 
to lay up treasures for ourselves, to make ourselves 
increasingly rich with the passage .of the years. 

But the great question everyone must ask is, In. 
what bank ,shall we put our treasures? In what stocks 
shall we invest our capital? How shall we secure 
ourselves against all possibility. of loss? Our' Lord 
warns us against regarding any ·earthly investment 
as being perfectly safe, as .being wholly secure. Surely 
the world is ftill ~of warnings on this account. The 
whole ·fabric of modern business is built on the 
assumption that men are dishonest and will cheat 
ea·ch other if~they can.' Cheques are· now drawn and 

IN HEAVEN" 
st.amped in such a way as to make it .impossible f~r 
a dishonest person to increase the' amount of thelr 
face. value. The recording instrument the 'bus con

. ductor carries in his hand.; every cash register; every 
receipt given, is designed' as a safeguard against the 
dis'honest man. The locks on your doors, the banks' 
safety d·eposit vaults, the armored cars we see occa
sionally at the bank d.oor, the policeman on his beat, 
the judge on the bench-all these elements in modern 
civilization suggest the insecurity of all earthly treas'
ures. . Hen~e we are admonished, "Lay not up ,for 
yourselves treasures upon earth." 

But what are some of the. treasures which a 
Christian man max legitimately possess? There are 
material goods which are not to be despised. It is 

. not wrong for a man to own his own home; nor for 
him ,to do, as Solomon did, when he said, "I made me 
great works; I builded me houses; I planted trees in 
them of all kind of fruits: I made me pools of 'Water, 
to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees: 
I got me servants and maidens,. and .had servants ,born 
in my house; -also I had great possessions of great 
and small cattle :above all that were in Jerusalem 
before me: I gathered me also silver and gold, and 
the peculiar treasure of kings and ·of the provinces: 
I gat me men ·singers ;and wo.men singers, and the 
delights of the sons of. men, as musical instruments, 
and that of all sorts. So I was great, and increas·ed 
more than :aU that were before me in Jerusalem: also 
my wisdom 'remained with me. And whatsoever mine 
eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my 
heart from any joy: for my ,heart rejoiced' in all my 
la:bour: and this viras my por'tion of all my labour." 

But there are treasures of the 'heart which are of 
inestimably 'greater worth than are mere things ! We 
really live 'in our affections, if we live at all; for "a 
man's life ·consisteth not in tl;te abundance of t~e things 
which he possesseth". It ,is legitimate for a Christian 
to have not only a house, but a home :wj,fe <l;nd chil
dren and friends. We remember being a guest in the 
home of a minister who was blessed with a fine family. 
At the time of our visit they were young people, per
haps trom thirteen to twenty or twenty-one years. 
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We congratulated the minister and his wife on their But there is a 'bank that never fails, through whose 
splendid family; to which the minister's wife replied, walls thieves never break, in· whose eternal vaults 
"Yes, we think we are rich. But we have all our neither moth nor rust can' ever find a -place: "Lay up 
capital in live stock"! It seemed to us that they had for yourselves treasures in heaven." What does it 
made a very good investment, and that they ought to mean? Not that we should ·despise the treasures of the 
be happy. mind. On the contrary, we shou1d take fun advantage 

But there are treasures of the mind too, for just as of them, and devote all our powers· of intellect and of 
a man may add field to field·, and house to :house; as will to .lay up treasures in heaven. 
he may acquire treasures of silver and of .gold and of That .may mean an alliance with the treasures of 
all precious stones, so the mind may push back the the heart. What! would you make your boy rich in 
boundaries of life and explore new fields, and discover this world? Would you make Him the chief of his 
new· mines of wealth, and enrich itself incalculably ,by profession? a captain of finance? or a prime minister? 
vast treasures of knowledge. True education makes Perhaps that may be possible-and it may 'be legitl
a maQ at home among the things of the world. The mate. But if he is that and .nothing more, his career 
more varied, and the wider and more numerous the wil~ ~erminate at d~at.h. . But if he should occupy a 
.correspondences of life, the fuller and richer life pOSItIon of sU"ch dlstmctIon, or walk the street in 
becomes. overalls .and ·serve his own generation in the humblest 

But an these treasures ar.e exposed to great dange.r. sphere; if he should do whatever 'he does as David did 
No earthly bank, however thick its walls, can be "by the will of God''', and if he is led,to do it by you; 
absolutely safe, because "thieves break through and prayers and precepts and example, you have laid up 
steal". And not all the thieves wea·r masks and carry for yourselves .treasures in heaven. .' 
guns. Procrastination has been ·called "the thief of So, too, we may use·our material wealth .. We may 
time". There are predatory .principles which trans- have no gift of speech, and may be numbered among 
form legitimate cir.cumstances into robbers. Fire and t~e silent witnesses to the grace of God; but we may 
flood an"d earthquake .may attack us with resounding gIve of 'our ~ubstance perhaps .to train others to preach 
violence, while disease and death come as a thief in " the everlastmg gospel, or, when they are trained, to 
the night and "break through and steal". . help sustain them in their ministry at home or in the 

The 'best of treasures corrupt. There is a rust uttermost parts of the earth. That was a tragic· con
which is insepara'ble from a free atmosphere, which fessio~ of Absalom's,-"I have no son to keep my 

. name m remembrance", and because of it they piled a 
transforms the very dew and rain and sunshme of heap ··of stones which was called, "Absalom's Pillar". 
heaven I·nto weapons o·f destruction. One cannot It· h 1· IS not muc to Ive for, and to leave behind, a heap 
wholly escape the frosts ~f time. Gray hairs wiH of stones! A house? a factory? a bank? streets of 
come; the) almond tree will blossom in its season; t? 1 
those that look out of the window will be darkened; proper y. a arge amount of wealth ?-and nothing 

else? Better a thousand times that we should have 
the strong men will 'bow themselves; and the grinders spiritUal children, that we should so live as to witness 
cease because they are few. d'aily to the power of Jesus Christ to save lost men 

But the moth, as well as the rust, will corrupt. :~to testify the gosp~l of the .grace of God"; and,. doing 
There are a"ntagonists which work silently and in . the It,. to .add other wI.tnesse~ to our own, to multiply 
darkness. The evolutionary philosophy to the con- VOIces pere and herea.fter who shall join in that great 
trary notwithstanding, 'degeneration is the law to c?orus to 'be sung by a choir numbering ten thous'and 
which all earthly things are subje-ct. Though you tImes ;ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, and 
think to preserve. the freshness and beauty. of your who sm~ .before ~~e throne; "Worthy.is the Lamb that 
most becoming garments, and store them away ·for wa.s sla'm to receIve power, and riches, and wisdom, 
special occasions, the moth will frustrate your effort, . and .st.ren.gth, and honour, and glory, and blessing.". 
and <;prrupt your treasures. What moths there are! To Jom m that- melody, to augm·ent that choir to 
A friend told us he once saw the great Spurgeon pre- enhance that glory, is to lay up treasures in hea~en. 
paring for a brief holiday, and among the .things he 
was taking with him· wa~ a large pile o.f books, every 
one of them dealing with butterflies! No wonder! 
W.e ought to know something about moths. 

But there are other kinds of moths: selfishness, 
ambition, "covetousness,. self-ease, indolence, and a 
thousand· others, which gnaw away in the darkness, 
and corrupt the most beautiful things of life. From .. 
the attacks of these wealth-destroying powers and 
principles. none of our treasures are immune. !he 
Preacher of Ecclesiastes had tasted of all the sprmgs 
of life, and exclaimed; "Then I lOOked on aU the works 
that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I 
had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and 
vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the 
sun." Ah, that is the .lesson of the New Testament 

, in the Old: "there is no profit under the sun",-"Lay 
not up for yourselves treasures upon earth."· 

. '. 

"WHO WILL GO FOR US?" 
This is the voice of Deity in: the sixth chapter of Isaiah 

T~e Lord .. orr hosts ·seeks a il}.u~an messen·ger as He ask~ 
thIS questIon. ,But .>some C~rIstIan people m1!Y legitimately 
ask the same question. It IS not everyone who is called to 
pr~p. There are ea~es~ and devou~ people of varying 
·abIhtIes who have C8ipacIty f~ other thIngs than preaching. 
Ye~ we ought all to 'Preach either personally or vicariously 
through ·another. ' . 

Such a ministry may he exercised as w.e give of our :s11lb
stance for the support of missionaries at home and! abroad' 
But bow shall missionaries be trained and preachers fitted 
for the holy tuk of .preachiing? The 'battle for the Book 
has .. raged furiously for m-any· years, and every man of ex
perIen~e. 'kn~ws how much depends in such conflicts upon 
the II;IInIster. 

Our greatly beloved" Dean Stockley, of the Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, when earnestly entreated to undiertake the duties 
of his present position, said that ·he was led to do so because 

(Continued on page 13.) , 
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SUNDAY MORNING IN JARVIS STREET. 

FAITH'S APPRAISAL OF GOD. 

A Set'mon by the Rastor; Dr. T. T. S,hields . 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, §unday Morning, August 11th, .1929. 

(StenOgtraphicalJy Reported) 

ff 
"By faJit~ Abrahatp, when 'he was tried, ,offered up Isaac: and he thaJt had received the p~~m'l·ses 

o ered up ,h~s only begotten ®n. A'U 

::Of 'whol!l it was said, That in Isaac shaH thy seeabe called: 
. Acco~ntn~g that God 'WaS ablle to raise him u'p, ev'en from the dead· from: whence also I'-e 

receIved hIm lD a figu,re."-Helbrews 11:17-109. ' u 

Prayer before the Sermon. 
By Rev. C. J. Loney, of Hamilton, Ont. . ° Lord O1lr' ~od and OU!l" heavenly Fathe'r' we lift our 

,hearlll! to Thee m prayer t~is morning in. :the hamie' o.f Thy 
dear Son, our ~rd .and SaVIour Jesus 'Chnst. We come into 
Thy.presenct; 1n HIS name, .. and through the merits o:f His 
'atonmg sacrIfice, rememibermg ,th'at,-

"There is a green hill far away, 
, Without a city wall . 
Where the dear Lord was crucified 

Who died to save' us all",- ' 

where He di.ed the ~ust f'o'r the ~njust ,to bring us to ,God. 
We come this mornmg, our Father, to plead the me,rits of 
the Blood sprintked upon ,the mercy seat in our behalf· and 
we ~joice that while we plead His blood we a:lso have Jesu's 
ChrIst, Himself, as our Representative in the ,glory i()ur ex
alted High Priest, a priest tIlor ever after the orde; of Me'l
chisedec. In Christ we have One Who has brought to us. all 
the blessings of God': complete pardon, salvation, peace, and 
joY,; and the risen Christ this morning makes known in our 
ow:n experience through faith the 'purpose' of His will and' 
of His awning sacrifice. We rejoice that the day is cdming 
when the exalted Priest wil1 come out from the 'holiest of 
all to bring to His church all the full blessings of that won
~rous and glorious Atonem~t. ,so this morning, with great 
JOy an~ ,g~adnes~, we come l;Dto'Thy presence, thanking Thee 
for thIS day, thiS resurrectIon day, the da.y up'on which He 
rose triumphantly :from the ,grave, having defe'ated the 
powers of sin and· darkness. 

We ClQme, our F'ather, !praying that Thou wiLt accept of 
us in His name, through His merits. We thank Thee this 
morning for all the blessings of the days tha.t are past, for 
all' the benedictions that have come to :the church of Christ 
as she has wended· her way down through the ages under the 
guiding light 'of His Spirit, as the, Shekinah cloud has led 
through all the days. 'W'e thank Thee for the power of the 
gospel; we thank Thee for the God-breathed Scdptures; and 
we thank Thee for the constant abiding presence of the H{)ly 
Spirit of God. For all thes'e spiritual !blessings this morning 
we give thanks unto Thee. . 

We thank Thee for the goodly measure of health and 
strength enjoyed by this congregation this morning, inas
much as ,they have the priV'ilege and pleasure of gathering 
here to bow the knee to Jesus .'Christ, ,to acknowledge. Thee, 
as Saviour and Lord, and to ibring their sacrifices and gifts 
of love and praise, and offer them' u;n,to Thee. We thank 
Thee for food and ,s'helter 'and friends and loved ones. We 
:t:h:a:rl.k Thee for the church and all thiat it means to. us. 

We especially -thank Thee for this church, and for all it 
has meant to the cause {)f 'Christ in this, city and in this 
country. _ We thank Thee for the testimony that 'has gone om 
to all the world from ,this place. We pray it may continue 
to shine as a great lighthouse in a d1ark world. May its 
light penetrate to all the dark places of earth, to India, a;nd 
Africa, and to all the Islands of the Sea! Oh we pray Thee, 
take this place and this people 'and make them great in Toby 
service. We lift a prayer for Thy servant, our dear Brother 
Shields, the pastor. We give' Thee thanks for him, and for 
all the ministry that he has exercised under the power and 

~irection of. God:s .. Spirdt. We pray fur Thy continued bless
mg upon hIS m~lstry of ,the Wora. Do Thou keep him 
strong and ~ell. m hody and soul and ,mind~ that ,he may, 
under t~e d1rec:tl-on of God'~ Spirit, conti-nue to preiach the 
uns'earchable nches of ,Chnst, to ,the 'Putling down ,of the I 

strong holds of SlI;tan, an~ to the upbuilding of the ,great 
cause ,of Jesus ChrIst lD thIS coo'l"Ch, and in ,this city and to 
the uttermost par,ts of this earth. ' 
W~ ibre'athe a :prayer for the offic~-bearers of ,the church; 

continue to use them. May they indeed be me'n filled with 
the Holy Ghiost and with power, as were the officers of that 
first ·Pentecostal. ch:l~rch. Bless all the activities of the 
church. . 

Bless, we pray· Thee, the new Union of which it is a part 
and. gr~nt that to all the. ministers whl() are standing fo; 
ChrIst m these d!1rk days ther.e may come to-day a special 
:po.wer from ~n hIgh. Mar the God of OU!l" fathers manifest 
HIS presence In the preachmg of His Word in all the churches 
of this Pr,ovince to-day! Bless the many student pastors 
who have gone oll:t from the, Seminary, and whi() to-day in 
we'akness and ye~ In Thy strength are telling forth the·story 
~f the .cross., ~ord, st~engtheIl! those young men; bless them 
m t~eU" own ;~Ives; gl,:"e them. a clear vision of Jesus the 
cr~lclfied, the rIsen, the mtercedmg, and ,soon-comting Saviour 
lllumi.!late their minds, blessed Spdrit of ,God, that they may 
see' HIm upon the sacred page. May the word of God become 
more and more precious to them! . 

We ~sk Thy blessing to ,rest upon. this congregation, these 
men and women, t1;ese boys ~nd gIrls, who have gathered 
from all walks o:f hfe, from dIfferent experiences and trials 
and ,temptations. ° Lord! !bless them; and whate'ver may ibe 
the need of eac!h heart m ThY' presence to-day may that 
need i?:e met! F~r ~ose who .are in dal'lkness, ~ ask that 
Thy h~~t may shme m! . To those who. are in weakness may 
Thy dJiVlne strength be gIven! For those who are frie'nole'ss 
we aslk that they may ,be conscious of the Friend Wlho ,i~ . 
ever near. 

There may b~ a strangeT here this morning. ° Lord; 
reveal Thyself unto 'such an one. Peradventure there may 
be not a few who ,know not Jesus ,Christ. We praY' ,that 
to-day they .may see Him in all His glory, in all 'His' bealUty. 
So open theIr eyes that they may see Him, 'and seeing Him 
they may believe 'on Him, ,they may Jove Him, they may ~ 
led, by God's Spirit, to surrender to Him as their Saviour 
and Lord. Our Father, we realize I()ur need. We are weak, 
we are helpless, we 'are depende'nt upon Thee; do T,hoU! this' 
morning visit us, visit us with Thy great salvation, ,salvation 
from the penalty and power o:f sin. We pray for the special 
guidance of God'S' Spirit' upon the ministry of Thy word Jthis 
morning. O'Pen our hearts to see ,the Saviour; touch our 
ears that we may hear His voice; land m,ay we Teei the ,touch 
of the blessed nail-scarred hands upon our spirits to-day! 
May the' ru,stle of His ,garments, and the very sound of His 
footfaH be heard in the aisles m this church to-day! And 
may not a few ,be led ,to reconsecrate their lives to 'Christ; 
may nat a few bow before Him: as their Saviour and ·thedr 
Lord,. All the'se things we ask our Father, with the ,pardon 
of our sins, that Jesus IChrist Thy S~)D may be honoured 8Illd 
glorified, and that His retum may be hastened. We ask it 
for His sa:kJe, Amen. . 
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My J.'1eason for directing your thought to this ohapter 
this morning is simply that .we have already been think
ing wbout it in our classes'; there is some advantage in 
having one's mind adjusted to. :the consideration of a 
particular subject. This chapter is ,like a great ex
hibition wlrere there are gathered together the pro
dU'cts o.f all countries, articles of every kind of manu
facture. In this .chapter practicalJIy every Christian 
grace is displayed. Some of you perhaps have been 
in W·estminster Abbey, and have seen monuments and 
tablets commemorating the achievements of statesmen 
and poets and masters of literature, of men who have 
distinguished themselves in every walk of life. J You 
have in' Westminster and in St. Paul's Cathedral a 
history, not only of the Britsh Empire, but of practi-. 
cally the ·entire Anglo-Saxon race. And in this chap
ter you have an epitome of the history of redeemed· 
.human nature, from the beginning of time tHl the 
LOl'd shaa come again. In principle it is an ~ondensed 
within the brief Emits of this single chapter. I do not 
wonder therefore that ministers and others should 
frequently resort thither, 'because it is a storehouse 
full of spiritual treasures. And yet the cha:pter has 
but one theme: it is 'concerned with illustrating the 
effect in human life of that which is defined in the 
opening verse, '''F~ith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen." 

We shall never have done attempting to define faith 
because faith is such a manifold virtue. Faith indeed 
is a fundamenta:l, distinctive, virtue; jt is that ~hich 
differentiates a rea!l Christian from all others. Faith 
is less an attribute than a quality ·of the so.ul. It is 
no.t something external to the soul;. nor something 
that may tJ1erely be attributed to it: it is that which 
is of the very essence of the soul's life. It is something 
deeper than' that which may be attributed; it is a 
quality that inheres in the soul itself, because the soul 
has by the regenerating Spirit of God been made par
taker of the divine nature. Faith is the gift of God, 
and is an instinct of the new-bo.rn soul wherebv it 
'cries, "Abba, Father." . 

Faith, I say, is less an act than an attitude,
although it is an act, it is volitional. A 'man may ~ast' 
himself deliberately, of set purpose, upon the promise 
of God, u:pon God who is the Promiser; yet funda
mentalily faith is more than an act: it is an attitude of 
soul toward God; it is det~rmined by the soul's rela
tionship to God; it defines the sotil's posito.n in relation 
to the Centre o.f the universe. 

In this chapter. many aspects of faith are set forth. 
Faith is like a diamond of many f·a.c~ts, as you hold it 
up to the sun and let the. Ught of God's truth shine 
upon it you will discover that it ever r-eflects some 
riew beauty. In faith a1o1 o.ther virtues are comprised, 
for we are to add to our .faith virtue, and to virtue 
knowledge, and "the ,other graces which potentially 
reside in ·true faith. In' other' words, we are to 
supply in our faith ~he qUa!lity of virtue, ·to allow faith 
to unfold itself. Faith is a fundamental grace, .for 
without faith it is impossi'ble to please God. Our text 
describes a 'padicular aspect o.f the faith of kbraham. 
Abraham's faith .Jed him to leave home. Abraha:m's 
faith ·led him to accept God as God, and to go out to 
a country "not knowing whither he went". Abraham's 

, 
" faith led him to believe that a son should be born to 

him contrary to the course of nature. But this· par
ticular verse tells us that it was by faith Abraham, 
when he was .tried,. offered up Isaac, and "he that had 
received the promises off~red up his .only ,begotten son. 
Of whom it was said"-do not forget this-"o.f whom 
it was said, That in Isaac shaN thy seed be called"
and here was the essence of that act, here the true 
quality of the man's soul was manifested-"accounting 
that God was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead; from whence also 'he received him in a figure." 

I. 
Hence you will see that FAITH INVOLVES ALWAYS A 

CER'l'AIN ApPRAISAL OF' GOD. Faith is not merely an 
intellectual assent to a certain statement of truth. 
Evangelical faith is far more than that. It involves 
an estimate 'of God. When Abraham thus offered up 
Isaac he was .forced to ask himself, Who is God? 
What is God? What can God do for me? What sort 
of God have I? Is He equal to. this emergency? And 
the text says thait: A!bra:ham's faith accounted that God, 
not some!body else, but iIlhat GoD, Who. is "over aU blessed 
for ever", was able to do a 'certain thing. 

A!braham's faith, therefore, was Ibased, as all faith is, 
upon a divine revelation. God is nDt discoverruble to. the 
na~ural mind. "Canst thou by searching, find out God? 
Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?" 
Can you see God for yourself? Can you tell me who 
or what God is? "Oh yes", says our modern friend, 
"I wi'll teH you the kind of god I want, the only kind 
of god I will believe; and if God says thus and so, 
then I shall not believe it." At the root of the 
philosophy of Mo~~rnism you have this always, the 
substitution o·f reason for revelation. The god of ,the 
modernist is a 'Creature of his own imagination; the 
God of the believer is the God Who reveals HimseI.£. 
And back .yonder i'n the dim twilight of divine revela
tion-the same Light that shines now shone then, and 
yet it shone less brightly-'ba-ck there Abraham saw 
God as God disclosed Himself to him; and on the 
basis of that revelation he formed his appraJisal of 
God. We must accept God's testimony of Himsel·f. 
That is of the very ·essence of .faith .. There is no faith 
that is not based upon divine revelation. "How shall 
they believe in him' of whom they have not heard? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher? And 
how shall they preach,ex:cept they be sent?" And 
back of that, How shaH they find a message, a revela
tion of God; if it does not come from God Himsel.f? 

Faith is the soul's response, the response of a divinely
quickened soul, to a divine revelation: "When thou 
saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto .thee, Thy 
face, Lord, will I seek." If I ha.d time to illUstrate' 
that I .could show you that faith, true faith, is a'lways 
based upon self-disclosure. I meet a man, and I trust 
him, I repose the utmost confidence 'in him. But I 
may be deceived. By and by I discover .that I have 
trusted one who is untrustworthy. Why did I trust 
him? Becaus·e I was shut up to what that man showed 
himself to !be. I though't he was a goo.d man, but I 
later discover perhaps that he is a scoundrel. My. 
faith is first based t1;pon his disclosure of himself
upon all that he d.jd disclose; and when by and by my' 
faith is shattered ·it is because I have found him out. 
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The soul must always believe God to be what God shows 
Himself to be. . 

What was the character of this divine disClosure? 
How did Abraham regard God? Let me put. it simply: 
he regarded' him as God! He regarded Him as GOD, 
not 'as a me.re law." 

\ 
"God is law, say the wise; 0 So.ul, and let us rejoice, 
For if He thund.er by law the thunder is yet His 

Voice. 

"Law is God, say some: no God' at aU says the fool; 
For aU w~ 4,ave power to see is a straight staff bent 

in a pob-I." . 

What limited vision! God is law; and la.w is a mani
festation of divine power. But God is more than 
either: He is GOD, that is all, for there can 'be nothing 
more .. · 

What is said of -A:braham? "Abraham' believed 
God." You cannot improve on that. '''The Lord he 
is God; there is none else beside him." He lives, and 
reigns, and rules, in solit!lry splendour and grand'eur, 
apart from all, above all, .personal, sovereign, trans-_ 
cendent! Who is God? You cannot shut Him up to 
your test tube. You say, "I have found Him in the 
laboratory, or in the observatory." No, you did n.ot! 
All that you can see through a microscope or telescope 
is. a little bit of how God works, but you cannot' see 
GOD. 'God is more than all law. He. is God, and 
you have no ,faith unlil you see God above aU that He 
has made, above all ·this marvellously beautiful:, com
plex, universe, so perfectly 'ordered and organized, so . 
completely subject to law-when you have . surveyed 
it all, the near and the infinitesimal, and that which is 
so infinitely remote that its magnitude defies definiti-on, 
when you have surveyed the whole created order, true 
faith sees God enthroned above it all .. This Abraham 
saw: he "believed God'''. . 

Wha·t did Abraham need at that moment? To ·believe 
that God was able; "a·ccounting that God was· able", 
for this emergency. We need not define the emer
gency, the particular experience. What I ask of you 
is, When God comes into your life at a particular hour. 
on a particular day, when .circumstances are of su·ch 
a :character that they constitute, in their pressure upon 

,you, a tria,l, and you need something beyond the possi
bility of all human resource to supply, when you need 
something superhuman, supernatural, have you. a God 
Who is able in that hour? Does your faith so appraise 
God that yo~ can say, "I have no wisdom; I have no 
str.ength; I have no heIp; I have no· friends; I have 
n.o money; I. have nothing at all, but I'HAVE Gon!" You' 
do not 'need anything more, if you have God! Abra
ham had.God, and he.ac·counted that God was abl~ .. 

Ah, there are times when it is easy to believe in 
Almightiness. That quality is reve~led in nature: 
"The invi~ible things of hi~ from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things 
that are made." . But if it is power you want, then 
there is superhuman energy in nature, in .electricity. 
It drives y.our car, it lights your home, it will -do many 
things. We do not know very much about the vast 
stores of energy that are wrapped up in the universe. 

Sometimes we may see so much of God's power as to 
be afraid of it. When the thunder roUs, and it comes 
nearer and nearer unt~l there is a terrific peal, a 'tre
mendous <:rash, and the forked lightning splits the 
giant oak, one .says, "That is Godl" Oh yes,' "The. 
voice ·of the Lord is upon the waters: the God of glory 
thundereth: the Lord is upon many waters. The voice 
of the Lord is ppwerful:; the v.oke of the Lord is full 
of majesty .. The voice' of the Lord 'breaketh the 
cedars'; yea, the Lordbr~aketh the ·cedars of Lebanon. 
He maketh the!ll also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and 
Sirion like a young unicorn. The voice of the Lord 
divideth the flames of fire. The voice of the Lord 
shaketh the wilderness; the ·Lord shaketh the wilder
ness of Kadesh." Nature abounds in manifestations 
of .pO'Wer! But I wimt.something mlOre .than power in 
my emergency .. "Twice have I heard th1s; that power 
belongeth 'unto God. Also unto thee, 0 Lor·d, ·belong
eth mercy." I need a merciful p.ower:-and I nee.d a 
p.owerful mercy. My emergency reqUlres a 'combma
tion of qualities. 

What sort of God is mine? Wel'l,' He made a 
promise to Abraham' but yesterday. But yesterday, 
it seemed.. He had promised that a son should be 
born. After long waiting the promise. was fulfilled, 
and that promise said, "In Isaac shaN thy seed be 
called." Isaac is here. I do not wonder they called 
him Isaac-laughter. How he ~lled their mouths' 
with laughteT and their tongues with singing, when 
hecaIl'\e to them, as a messenger from God in the late 
evening time! I do not wonder that Sara laughed 
with joy, and A:braham too. 

'What . is the emergency? A course is command'ed 
whkh requires and invo!lves the sacrifice, the blotting 
out, the obliteration, of every fulfilment of the divine 
promise. "Offer up Isaac"! "But, Lord, he came 
from Thee! Thou gavest him me!. He is Thy best 
gift to me.!. And by ,faith I have looked down the long 
road and I have seen a Greater than ,Isaac. I have 
rejoiced to see His day; I have ·seen it; I see it now, 
and I am glad." But he is commanded, "Offer up . 
Isaa·c. Utot out thy long-de£err.e-d and eventually 
realized hope."-"What? Give him up! and reverse 
the experience 6f a lifetime? Put me back agajn forty 
years? Unwrite all the record of Thy faithfulness, 
and le'ave us as the shadows lengthen all alone again?" 
Abraham, who said that? Who commanded thee? 
And Abraham's faith answer~d, "God, who made the· 
worlds,. and aH that is there.ilJ.." What did Abraham 
say in his 'heart during ,those three ·days of journeying 
to the place of -sacrifice? Oh, those wonderful three 
days! And they went, "both .of them together", Arbra
ham and Isaac, the three interminable days-those 
three days were longer' .than the .forty years which 
preceded-to the place appointed. "Ah," said Abra
ham, "I had to go once bef.ore to a . place whither I 
knew not; <but I go now to the place of which God. 
has told me, and I shall Il!ot ·see it until the third day." 

It is promised that some day we shall sit down in 
the kingdom of God with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 
and some day in the \Infolding millenniums 'of the. 
future I hope I may 'be ·able to sit down witl1 Abraham 
and say, "Oh, thou father 'of the faithful, will you not 
open your ·memory to me, and give me the record· of 
those three days?" I think A'braham said to himself, 
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"What shall I do? No Isaac! Forty years and more 
all blotted out! I am an old man" and just when the· 
sun is westering, when I had hoped ,for rest and com
fort, and to see the realizati.on of the promise, I am 
bereft of all." But Abraham was reassured when he 
remembered that the Voice which commanded ·sur
render was God's. 

You see the principle? How dependent we are 
upon a divine revelation! Did some spirit w4isper, 
"kbraham, do you not think you may be mistaken?" 
IJong 'before Jesus said, "My sheep hear my voice", 
Abraham would have answered, "No; I am not mis
taken. This heart of mine knows the voice of God." 
Who said it? God said it. Well, let us discuss it, 
Abra:ham. He would have answered, ~'No discussion 
is necessary." Let us reason it out, then? "There 
could be no profit in the attempt. It is the word of 
God; and when God speaks that is the end of all argu
ment. There is nothing to do but to obey." If I may 
modernize it, some little professor would have said to 
A'braham, "I will give you a book that I read the other 
day that explains it very satisfactorily. I rather think 
you have got into a mortbid state, that your imagina
tion ha's run away with you." He would have 
answered, "I want no other 'book: .I have THE BOOK. 
I need no other voice: I have THE VOICE OF GOD." 

And then I think a smile broke through that look 
of anxiety, and Abra:ham said, "I know. If I must 
lay Isaac there in death, I do it at God's command; 
and He who requires me to plunge the knife, can raise 
him ,from the dead. I had almost forgotten God fo1" 
a little while dunng those ,three days. Hallelujah! 
The voice is God's! I will go all the way with Him." 

What have we, then? Not only power and wisdom, 
but 'mercy too. Yes,. the mercy of God! Love? Yes, 
love, which is <like all the qualities of Deity, infin~te 
in degree. Faithfulness? Yes. Holiness ?--;-yes, an
other word ·for wholeness. Grace? Yes; and that is 
another name for God. And I fancy that when Abra
ham came at last to that great trial~ as he lifted his 
hand he did it with a smile on his face, as he said, 
"Now I shaH s'ee more of God than ever." 

Faith's appraisal of God is always enhanced by experi
ence . . I love those words in the old record, ','And it came 
to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abra
ham." He will not suffer uS' to be tempted above that 
we are 3!ble. He prepared M6s~s for his work by 
forty years of training; and .for .forty years 'Or more 
he prepared Abra~am for that great crisis, and our 
text s'ays that he "ac'counted that God was able to 
raise him up,. even from the de'ad"-why did he thus 
appraise God in this crisis'? For this reason,-"from 
whence also 'he received him in a figure:" It was life 
out of death in the beginning. "Why," said Abraham, 
"my God has proved himself to Ibe the source of life; 
and what ,God has done once He can do ag~in." 

I remember years ago hea~ing my father preach on 
this text: "The Lord ,that delivered me out of the 
paw of the lion, and out of the pa,w: of the bear, he 
will deliver me out of the hand of this Plhilistine." I 
was very young at the time, but I remember, that he 
said' something to this effect, "There ;is in operation 
in nature a law which men define as the 'conservation 
of energy'. You cannot increase or diminish the 
energy of m~tter; it' is always the same. . You can 

take a piece of coal, and transform it into light or heat 
or power, but the energy, the sum-total of the energy 
in that piece of coal, is always the same. y.ou may 
transform it, but you cannot diminish it; you cannot 
destroy it; it is always there." And the preacher said 
that there is a similar law in the spiritual world which 
operates in the believer's lif.e, so that no experience 
'is ever wasted, and the energy expended when he slays 
a l'ion or slays a bear comes back to him again, and 
enables him to make a giant lick the dust. ("Amen!" 
"Hallelujah !") . 

One might 'have said, "I am sorry, Abraham, that 
you are tried as you a~e in your old age! Your friends 
thought .it was hard enough to believe back there 
forty years ago when' a son was promised, .and you 
waited, and waited, and waited, and kept on believing, 
and staggered not through unbelief, but stood upright 

. before God, saying, 'I believe} It seems hard that 
now at the end of the journey of life you should be 
required to face this trial!" Abraham would have 
replied, "I could not have faeed it until to-day. The 
'spiritual energy generated by more than half acen
tury's experience of God's faithfulness is in me, and 
through Him I can run through a troop, or leap over 
a wall. 'Y.es, I ,can lay Isaac in ,death-for God wiU 
give him back to me to-morrow." 

Have you a God like that? ("Yes !") You ought 
to be stronger to-day than you ever were! And my 
brothers and sisters, wiH you let me say th.is to you, 
you Jarvis St. members? You and I must give' an 
account at the day of judgment. We say it to God's 
praise that He has shown us so much of His mercy, 
S'O much of His power, so much of His faithfulness, 
in this place, that we ought to be growing up into 
Him in all thjngs. We ought by this time to have 
outgrown our childhood, and to be men in Christ. 

II. 
, I suppose I have talked too long already-you will 
have to fill in the ,details; but I must say that ,faith 
not only involves an appraisal of God, but THAT THAT 
ApPRAISAL OF GoD ALWAYS REACTS UPON THE BE
LIEVER'S CHARACTER. "They that make !them are like 
unto them; so is every o~e that ttusteth in them." 
People become like the gods they wor-ship; that is an 
invariable rule. And when men change the image of 
the uncorruptihle God, and in their thought of Him 
take Him from His lofty pinnacle, and reduce Him 
to the measure of a man, changing the' "glory of the 
uncorruptible God into an image made .like to cor
ruptible man, and tobiI:ds, and fourfooted beasts, and 
creeping things", they becom~evolutionists! They 
really do. They 'look at worms so much that' they 
become like worms, like creeping things: they become 
crassly materia:Iistic, of the earth, earthy. That is 

. what Modernism is', a ,creeping thing! It crawls on 
the earth ; it has no wings to fly with. And "they that 
make them are like unto them." But contrariwise, 
"we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, .are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." 

Can you not see Abraham becom;ing more and more 
godlike, as though God had said, "Abraham, I caned 
you ,that I might make you over again and make you 
like Myself", for we are predestinated to he conformed, 

" ! 
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. . 
you remember, to "the image. of Christ". It is as: 
though God had said', "Abraham, I am already on the 
road; I have been. these many centuries. My Son 
and I are walking that 'Yay together, and some day we 
sha11 reach the mount; some day He will lay down 
His life; some day I shan smite the Shepherd, and 
there will be nobody to say, Stay Thine hand. I have 
deterrrined you sha11 he like me, A,braham; and to 
this ~nd you must know what a God' I am."·, 

"0 Cross, that lifte'St up my head, 
I dare not'-ask to fly from Thee; 

I lay in dust life's' glory dead, 
And from the ground there 'blossoms red 

Li-fe that shall endless be." 

You ,cannot receive and believe and obey God's 
word without becoming godlike. That is the secret 
of spiritual growth and development, going a'll the 
way with God. Faith issues in obedience; faith stops 
at no sacrifi·ce; faith never considers consequences. 
Mark that, will you? One says, "I should like to 
obey that particular command, but i ·should like to 
know just what .it will do ,for me"-you have no faith, 
my friend! A young lady says, "I ought to tell him 
that I will not go to the theatre with him any more. 
I knQw I ought not, ,as a Christian. 'Furthermore, 'he 
is not a Christian, and I ought to tell -him that we 
must cease to keep company with each other, for I 
'cannot be unequally yoked with an unbeliever." But 
imme'diaJtely she adds, "What will the consequences 
he?" ·That is not faith! 
. A young !Dan ,came to me some years ago, and said, 

"I am a student at Wyc1iffe Co11ege. I think I ought 
to be baptized. Can you tell me what will be the 
consequences t<o me if' I am baptized?" I said .. "I 
have no idea, young man, but I can te11 you this, Obey 
God and He will look after the consequences ; disO'bey 
Him, and you win look after the consequences your
self." ~braham said, "I do not know anything about 
the consequences-and I do not care. Much as I love 
Isaac, I would rather los·e him than lose my commerce 
with God. I would rather do anything than lose sight 
of God." Somebody told me the last time Mr. Moody 
addressed the students in the Moody Institute, not 
long before his death, his eyes were fu11 of tears as 
he said, ':It is my daily prayer'that God will not suffer 
me to live to experience any oreach of fe110wship 
betwe.en my soul and Him. I would rather ·die ·th~n 
be separated from God." Never mind consequences! 
Obey God'!· And do you know what will follow? 
Peace, tranquility of soul. Your heart will be fi11ed 
with music if you trust the Lord. "Cast thy burden' 
at His .feet,. and bear a song away." 

Wha,t I ·desire this morning-and I trust the Holy 
Spirit may be pleased to !bless the testimony to tJIat end 
-,is this: I want you Ito go away from here, everyone of 
you, saying, "What a great God I have!" ("Amen I" 
"HaUelujah !") What a 'wonderful God is ours! He 
is mine for ever. Can you say it? ("Amen !"). We 
shan, have no anxiety then. You remember Muller's 
definition of faith? It comes to me at the moment. 
George Muiler once said, "The beginning of anxiety 
is the end of true faith, and the ,beginning of true 
faith is the end O'f anxiety." Sha11 we go out of this 
service light of heart, and rejoicing in the Lord? Why 
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should we? Have we any more money'in our pockets 
than when we came in? Any change of circumstances? 
N a I Will to-morrow's path he just as diffi'cult? Yes, 
as far as I can see. The conditions of 'business just 
as trying? Yes! A woman has an,ungodly. husband, 
and she has to go 'back to the -same home? Yes! Live 

'in an unsympathetic atmosphere? Yes! N a help 
anywhere? Quite so! All alone? No! N Q, my friends, 
NOT ALONE:! You HAVE: Gon! ("Amen I"). Will you 
go home with 'God? Will you, like Enoch, walk with 

, God? WHI you, go to the office with God? sit at the 
table with God? be always with Him? 'wm you 
follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth? 

Let us pray. 0 Lord'our God, may it please Thee 
to make real to us this 'precious truth! If this ,shall . 
be real to 11'S then we shall go from this place heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Jesus ,Christ. Bless us 
now, for Thy name's sake, Amen. 

THE TORONTO BAPTIST. SEMINARY. 

The fall semester will begin September SOoth. Dean Stock
ley expects to sail from England August 24th, arriving in 
Toronto about eig.ht days later. In his absence all applica
tions for admission to the Seminary wilt be promptly dealt 
with if addTessed to Dr. Shields, 180 Gerrard St. East. 

, We are sure we are correct when we say there is no school 
on the continent offering a stronger thTee-year course than 
ours. The instructors are all teachers of spiritual perception 
and power, as well ~s being specially "qualified in their 
respective departments. This year we shall 'have an addition 
to the staff in the person of Re-v. Sydney Lawrance, M.A., 
who will rt;e·ach ,Church His.tory. A copy of the SeminarY 
Prospectus will be sent by return mail on application . 

We Vrould call special attention to the evening classes. 
There will be two lectures Tuesday night, one by Dr. ,Stock
ley, the other by Rev. Alex Thomson;, and one on Friday 
night by Dr. Stockley. The COUTses given ·on these evenings 
are so arranged that each' course is complete in itself, so 
that any student who,· is able to give only one evening will 
be able to select one of these· three' !bi!blical courses, and 
complete the COlU.'se; On Wednesday e-vening t~ere will' be, 
as .before, two classes in Englis'h, taught iby M,iss Elizabeth 

: Fuller, and Mrs. J. Coghill, both English teachers of ability 
and large e~perience. 

Dr. :Shields is planning a regular course· for Thur.sday 
evenings at 8.45, in the church auditorium, which will 
fit in with, and supplement, the courses given in the Semi
nary, so as I to be Teally part of the winter coUrse. There 
will thus be' four lecture's each week on biblical subjects, 
and two classes in English. , 

Rejpstmtion fee for the day classes. is $8.00, a;nd for the 
eventing classes, $5.00. Intending students are invited to 
send their applications as so'On as· possible. 

TWO SERMONS. 

Some of our readers. hav~ repeatedly requested that we 
'publish two sermons weekly instead of 'Olle·. Our reason for 
not doing so before was that' we need~d the ·space for other 

, matter. But we are complying with this request this week, 
partly because it avoids the burden of extra writing, and 
partly because, the two sermons preached on the same day 
may give our readers a better idea of a Sunday' spent in 
Jarvis Street. Some day we may report the Bible lecture' at 
the morning Bible class from 10.00 to 10.46, and the open air 
sermon at the close of the e~ening service, with the morning 
and evening sermons. .. 

----'------------------'-----------
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SUNDAY EVENING IN JARVIS STREET. 
"HIS 'SOUL AN O'FFERING FOR SIN". 

A Sermon by thre Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday: Evening, August 11th, '1929. 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for lSin, he shall ,see his seed, he shall pro long his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall 
prosper in his hand."-Isaiah 53:10. 

Prayer before the Sermon ,kind 'of death 'Which would inflict greater physical pain, 
o God, we l~ our he~l'ts to The.e and call 'upon' Thee. in - and ou.r Lord endured it all, But it was nOlI: by His physi

the name. of Hun Who IS our Mediator and, RepresentatIve cal sufferings alone-they were an element in it----but 
at Thy right hand. We are face to .face With the greatest . b H' h . 1 ff' h H d 
of all problems, How shall man be jus.t with :God? We are It was not 'y IS ~ YSlca su ermgs t at. e. rna e 
face to face with the greatest o<f all wonders, .that "God was atonement for our sms. There was somethmg vastly 
in ·C~rist .rec~nciling the world unto himself." We pray for more than that in His sa-crifice. Look at Him there 
the ·11.IummatlOn of the H~ly Ghost a!3 :lYe .tur~ our :thou&:ht in the garden before the rod has been laid upon Him 
to this great Word of ThIne. . How 18 It possIble for finite.. b f H h b d 'h h . 1 'k ' 
minds to comprehend this mystery? How is it possible for e ore e as e~n crowne WIt t orns, 00 ·at ~he 
us to understand the mystery of godlineSlS, that God was blood drops on HIS brow, great drops of Iblood falhng 
manifest:in the .flesh? We pray that everyone within these down to the ground! What is the explanation of 
waI:l~ thIS. eve~Ing ·may be ren.dered forgetful of all other that? Certainly it was an indication that He endured 
conslderatioIllS' In an overwhelmmg -sense of the presence of h' f ' 1·' H 
God. Lead us into this holy of .holies of divine revelation somet mg ar more than mere physlca pam. e 
we heseech Thee. Only God can understand it. Make know~ said' to H;is disdples in the garden, "My soul is ex
to us, we p~ay Thee, th~a~ which is necessary to our own ceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and 
1S0,ul's s·aIvatlOTh. We reJOIce tha.t many of us have had a watch with me." His soul sorrowed unto death. And 
glunpse of the Lamb, that we have .been enabled to cast our- h' '11' .' h bl h h selves upon Him Who is our Saviollr. We pray that others t IS text iprophe!l<Ca y antICIpates t e a-ckest our t at 
who are without may this evening see Him, ·and seeing Him was ever .expenenc~d 'by a man' when our Lord went 
be saved. For the sake of Him Who died for US> we ask it, out into the outer daJ:1kness, and in some mysterious 
Amen~ . way that no human understanding can fully compre-

"Yet it pleased the Lord to Ibruise him; he hath put hend, or human spirit experience, He tasted death for 
him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an off·er- every man. What we sang just now is tru-e,-
ing for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his 
days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his 
hand." We shall consider especially this phrase, 
"When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin." 
"His soul shall be made an offering for sin." When 
Moses came to the place of the ,burning ,bush we read 
that he said, "I will now turn aside, and see this great 
sight, why the bush is not 'burnt. And when the Lord 
saw that he turned aside to see, God -called unto him 
out of. the midst of the bush, and said, .Moses, Moses. 
And he said, Here am 1. And he said, Draw not 
nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for 
the pla-ce whereon thou standest is holy ground." Thus 
ought we always to aJpproach the place df divine reve
lation and communication. But this text has always 
seemed to me to be a word apart from all others. It 
is representative of the very heart of the gospel. It 
tells us how men are saved. 

T,he death and resurrection' of Christ are the theme 
of the whole Bible. From .Genesis to Revelation, ex
plicitly or implicitly, every writer, or the Holy Ghost 
through every writer, leads us to th~ Cross. And yet 
who 'Can .explain the atonement effected by the death 
of Christ? W.hat theory is wholly adequate to explain 
its depth and height and length .and breadth? -Men 
have been engaged in the 'consideration and dis-cussion 
of it from the day that He rose again from the dead; 
/but when we have said all that can Ibe said it remains 
an'infinite mystery which must be received by faith. 
Hut the text will give us at least a vantage point froom 
which to view this 'wonder afresh. 

Our !'ord suffered greatly :in His body. Crucifixion 
was a painful death-it was d~signed to be so. It was a 
method of slow torture. It is difficult.to conceive of any 

"Death and the curse were in our cup: 
o Christ, 'Twas full for Thee! 

But Thou hast drained the last dark drop; . 
'Tis empty now for me: 

That bitter cup-love drank :it Ulp; 
N ow Messing's draught for me!" 

:I have no hope of being ruble to expound this text, 
of being alble ·even to lead you into the shallows of it. 
It is like -coming to the shore of an infinite ocean. Who 
can fathom it? Who can measure it? Who -can ex
:haust it? All that we can do is to view it, a picture 
of infinity, a symbol of God Himself. "His soul shall 
make an offering fur sin." 

Well, then, whatever it may mean, this, to begin 
with, is the plain statement of the texJt, thart: TH~ ATON~
M~NT WAS EFF~CTED BY TH~ OFF~RING OF A SOUL. We 
sing of the Blood-and we do well, for "the life of 
the flesh is in the 'blood";- and we are "redeemed not 
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, . . . . 
but with the pr.ecious blood of Christ, as. of. a lamib. 
without !blemish and without spot." Tohe blood of our 
Lord is significant of His life. It was the life of In
carnate Deity in solution, but it was more than mere 
physical life: it involved the offering of a soul. There· 
was no reservation in the sacrifice He made: He gave 
Himself for .us, whatever that may mean, not His 
body only, !but Himself, all there was of Him. The 
Infinite One was made an offering for sin. 

I. 

Perhaps it will help us to understand it if we remind 
ourselves of this principle, that SOM~WH~R~ IN TH~ 
SACRIFICE WHICH JESUS CHRIST MADlt TH~R£ IS, c 



I 
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It 

~: 
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THE PRINCIPLE OF A LIFE FOR A LIFE. There .is a 
quid pro quo. He gav'e something fOor something. 
His death was a real substitute. What had been 
furefeited? What·· lack ,did, Jesus 'Christ .COome to 
supply?' What was the measure ·of sin's ,forfeiture 
-a life, a single life? Well, so estimate it, but what 
kind of life? A physical' life ? Yes, in the end man be
came mortal; in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die." And he did die. We begin to die, 
all of us, long before the undertaker is called. Look 
at your gray hairs-what are they ;but an indication 
that we are all going one way unless God, in the per
son of His Son, shall come for us before death arrives? 
~ut was it merely the death of a human personality, 
whatever there is in that? The curse of a broken law 
forms the. blight of sin, and the whole man dies; 
spirit, soul, and body, all become, mortal, separating 
the man from God,-"Se he drove out the man; and 
he placed at'the east ,end Oof the garden 'of Eden Cheru
:I>ims, and a ,il,aming sword which turned every way, 
to keep the way of the tree of life." 

"Jehova:h bade.' His sword a~~ke, 
o Christ, it woke 'gainst Thee; 

Thy blood the flaming blade must slake, 
Thy heart its sheath 'must 'be. 

All for my sake, my peace to ma'ke: 
N ow sleeps that sword for me." 

Our God, as we meet Him in Christ, has no sword in 
His hand. "After this manner therefore pray ye: 
Our Father which art in heaven." But 1 say, the whole 
\personality of the mal1came under the curse and there
fore suffered. 

But it was not one man, rior a million, nor a million 
milliori. Your astronomers' figures are not sufficient 
to numlber the persons involved in the penalty of sin. 
When the law is broken, and the awful stroke of jus
tice fell, it ~ame upon us all. How, then, and w.here, 
shall anyone be found with capacity tOo pay this delht, 
to render a moral equiv:alent to the value of the life of 
.a world? How utterly inadequate Unitarianism is to 
explain the death of Christ! When Jesus Christ died 
His ,personality, not His body only-His body? Yes, 
but infinitely niore than that; His personality, His 
soul, was made an 'qffering tor -sin, Dare we be pre
sumptuous enough ·even to attempt an estimation of 
the dimensions of the soul of Christ ?-"Made, not after 
the law o:f a carnal comm.a:ndment, but after the power 
of an endless (indissoluble) life" was He. The li~e 
of God was in Him. But can we, by a simple analysis 
of the elements of human personality, get at least a 
glimpse of what is involved in this great saying that 

. He "made his soul an offerjng 'for .si,n" r 
. Ie,,:':; ~,:',: i::,:'/;(:' 

. , 
What are the elements of personality? Look for a 

mOoment at THE MORAL QUALITJES INVOLVED. A man is 
nOot all intelled. . Some people' 'si>~l<: as· thOough !they were 
-and most of them, if that were all there was of them, 
would not'be very big, with all their pride and boast
ing! Man is a ~oral ibeing. He has certain. moral 
relationships. There is a certain moral quality to his. 
personality, and the measure of his personality may 
be gauged somewhat by his' rea'ction to moral quali
ti~s without, by the extent of his sUlbmission to moral 

,principles. What sort of man are you? What is your 
moral makeup? When God said, "Let us make man 
in our image, after Oour Hkeness", 'He did not design 
to make a creature to be endowed with qualities of 
mind only. He made him in His own moral image. 
A man is essentially, fundamentally, different :from 
the brute creation, after all, not by the measure of his 
intellect, but by th¢ possession' of mOoral qualities of 

• which the brute knows nothing. It is the distinction 
between right an'd' wrong, and his a:bility to differen
tiate 'between them, that separates a man' from the' 
ldwer order of things, far more than his a.bility, as .the 
evolutionist would tell us, to make an electric light, 
to manufacture and use tools, 'or to build an organ 
and play it. His mental qualities are sulbordinate and 
subservient to his moral nature, and the measure of 
a man is to be estimated, primarily, iby his moral 
stature. 

A good man will involuntarily display an affinity 
for all that is good without, and find himself at home 
with it. He will be happy in. the approval of good 
men. ,A bisholP should !be "a lover of good men". 

. Yes, and in the measure in which his· moral nature is 
qui1ckand sensitive he will be indifferent to the dis
approbation of evil men. . He will have nothing in 
common with thein. He will not care what they think 
of him. But if a man, .who, ,by divine grace, has any 
element of goodness. in him, should find evil imputed 
to him by those who are good, if the good is ~con
demned by the good, hdw the man suffers! He cares 
nothing for the curs'es of evil men; but the frown, the 
disapproval, of men of moral quality is "lin itself a 
crucifixion to the rightly constituted 'man. 

Send a criminal to jail, a man who is inherently, 
in~ately, criminal-what then? He does not suffer 
from his company. Pardon the horri!ble metaphor, 
but if you throw a pig into the filth of its own sty, it 
will not suffer: it is at home. Put an ,evil man among 
evil men, and he does not care. But let a man who 
has any moral qualifies in him be 'Cast thus among 
evil men, how terribly he suffers! 

If you want an illustration of the principle I am 
trying'to make clear, go down to the police court to
morrow morning, and you will see some whom Colonel 
Dennison used to call "regular customers". They are 
quite happy. 'They ,come there on'ce a 'week,. or once 

.,a month, it depends upon the character of their offence, 
ibut they are regular comers. The representatives of 
the press are there to write it down-ibut they do not 
care. There may be a few. curious spectators there, 
eager to hear the details Oof the offence-ibut these 
criminals do not care. They 'have no moral sense. 
Y ~u <;annot help them on the moral side of their char
acter. 

That is"'w.hy I helieve in flogging. If I had my way 
I would set' tip the whipping~ost. Why? Because 
there are men who can be reached only through the 
body. Their souls are dull, they are asleep. A few 
years ago a man came into my office to complain of 
his wife. He told me that. she had turned him out of 

. the house. . Well, any man that can be turn,ed out Oof 
the house 'by his wHe ought to be thrown out I But 
this man ,came complaining to me, and I said, "I never 
listen to one side of a story; I like to hear both parties 
to the dispute in each other's presence." So I made 
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an appointment for the 'W.i;fe to ·come and meet me in . 
my office in the presence of her husband. When they 
came, turning to him, I said, "Tell me now in the 
presence of your wife what you told me before"-and 
he did! Her presence spurred 'him on a little, he be
came very angry; and went further than he had gone 
'before. When he had finished his recital I got up 
from my ,chair, pi-cked that' man up, and threw him 
into a corner of the room. I actually did! I said, "If 
I had a horsewhip I would thrash you to within an 
inch of your life:" Then I said to the wife, "Tell me 
your story." She lived with her 'mother, and when 
she had spoken, I said, "How long will it ta:ke you to 
get home?" "About fifteen minutes," she replied, 
"Well, you go home. He will stay right here until 
you are safely inside your mother's house." When 
she had gone I stood there with my watch in my han,d, 
and said at the end of the fifteen minutes, "Now get 
out"-but I never in my life ached to give a man a 
thrashing as I did on that occasion. He was weIl
dressed, well-groomed, 'but y<?u ·could not get at his 
moral natUl:e. He had none. He was so immoral that 
he had almost become unmoral, and there was noth
ing Iclt of him but mere flesh; and that ought to have 
'been thrashed. There are men who can' never be pun
ished :but through their wretched skins, and perhaps 
it would awaken some sense of resp6nsilbilhy to reach 
them thus. . 

But look at that man of re'finement who, :by acddent 
of Icircumstances, comes into the place of a criminal. 
The lalw lays its hand u!pon' him, and he is/put iri the 
pillory, he is held up as a 'criminal. ¥ou do not need 
'to put him on bread and water. He does n'Ot care 
what he eats, 'or whether he has any physical com
forts at all. In him it is the body that is dead, and 
the soul that is alive; and already he has suffered the 
pangs of hell, in that his moral communion 'with 
others likeminded has 'been severed, he is ,an outcast 
from those toO whom he properly Ibelongs. 

It is' only a little-what shall I call it?-just an 
op~ning into the mystery of Christ's sufferings, just 
a glimpe at it. If you think of who Jesus Christ 
was, and what He was,-"Of .purer ey,es than. to Ibe
holdevil", He could not look upon 'iniquity, you will 
see that sin was horrible to Him. And yet He came 
from the highest throne in glory to live among men. 

I have driven through the W'ard sometimes, and I 
, have seen children in some parts of it I'ooking as if 

they had noOt seen soap' and water for a year, filthy as 
·could be, with a piece of bread and 'butter, with 
jam perhaps, but with dirty hands and face. If 
what the scientists tell us were true, they ought to 
die of -germs over night! But they swallow them fby 
the million, and apparently are none the worse. What 
would you take to go and Iiye ther~not in the house 
next door, 'but in the same house with all the foul 
odors, bad ventilation, and aJboundingnlthiness-what 
would you take toO gp and live there? "Oh", you say, 
"I wish you would not speak of it. It makes me 
ill to think of it !'~ 

But that is only physkal. Transfer it to the 
moral realm and think of what we are! Some 
man gives h~ndreds of thousands of doHars to char
ity : . he builds a university and endows it; he builds 
a hospital; he feeds the poor; he ,educates the ignor
ant; he ministers to the sick. He has done a great 

deal of good, everybOody says. But God says that 
when he has done his 'best-his very' best-that his 
·best clothes are not simply rags, bitt "filthy rags", 
obnoxious, abomina'ble, hateful to God. What -if you 
take a man' at his worst, not what he is .outside, but 
wha.t he is inside! not what he knows himself to be, 
but what God knoOws him to be I the latent evil, the 
sin that is in the germ, the .potentialities 'for digging 
hell that are in him, and all of them open·.to the eyes 
of God, and then reflect that He !before Whose pres
,ence the angels veil their faces,· cover their feet, and 
cry, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of. hosts: the whole 
earth is full of his glory", He, the Object of Heaven's 
praise and adoration, the Source of. goodness, Good
ness itself, the Spring of every joy ,everywhere' in all 
the universe, He came to live a'mong sinners! If ~e 
had never gone to the cross at all, ndbody 'could ,esti
mate the anguish of soul He suffered just to be her~ I 
Just to be where sin was! 

\ III. 

Supposing, then, you consider noOt only the moral 
qualities, but THE MENTAl, QUALITIES WHICH GO TO 
MAKE UP PERSONALITY. I have not time to enumerate 
them all, but .let me 'take tw'O or three Ito begin with. 
Memory-what does memory do? Memory recOovers. 
brings back the past into ,the present -tense. Imagination' 
-what does that do? It projects itseH into the ftiture. 
anticipates the end of the road, and brings the future -inlto 
the present. Take memory and imagination in 'co
operation with each other, to measure the span of life, 
and they ,bring the past .and the future into ·the pres
ent, into one NOW; thus they enlarge the dimensions 
of life, so that a man, because of his mental qualities, 
may liv'e fifty years in an hour. They ·bring all the 
past 'back aga·in, and aH the future here, and he sees 
it all, 'because he is not a bru'te; because he is a' man. 

There is a faint suggestion in that. ter,ri'ble story in 
the sixteenth chapter of Luke where Lazarus is seen 
in Abraham's Ibosom, and the rich man in hell lifting 
up his eyes in torment, saying, "Father, Albraham, have 
mercy on me"; to which Abraham replied, "Remem
ber! Remember! Remember! Rememlber all your past. 
Look at it. It is here!" 

Apply those principles to our Lord Jesus. Memory? 
It is an accommodation of language, I know, to apply 
it to Him. Imagination? Let us rather call it pre
scienc·e, the a1bility to se·e all things. Or put .the two 
together and call them, omni-science,-all that is past, 
all that is future, now in the ,present. Oh" the infinite 
capacity of His soul! 

Do you see how the moral nature ·is enlarged by 
union with the mental qualities? You have a sugges
tion of what I mean in, that prayer of His, "And ndw, 
o Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with 
the glory which I had WIth .thee before the world 
was." He who was wont to bask in the ineffable glory 
of the Divine Presence-Who was Himself divine
where there was never a stain, never a note 'of dis
cord, where all was harmony, ~here holiness reigned 
su.pTemely, standing within a few hours of the cross 
when all the past came back to Him, 1000king into the 
future, He said, "Holy Father, keep through thine 
own name those whom thou ha,st given me,. that they 
may 'be one, as. we are." Then He sl!-id, "N~ither pray 
I for these alone, 'but for them also which shall be-

• 

I 
I 
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lieveon me thr:ough their ,word." The past, the pres
ent, and the future, to Him were one eternal NOW I 
That was an element in the infinite Calpadty of His 
soul. 

IV. . 
What if I ask you to look at HIs AFF:£CTIONAI, NAT

UR:£? W·hat are we? You say of a man, "He is a bundle 
of likes and dislikes." So are we. And when our likes 
and dislikes are intensified they become' love' and 
'hatred; and everyone of us, in his measure has 
capacity flor both. Hatted is often. simply the ~ther 
side of love; love is the other ,side of hatred. Do not 
forget that 'God can hate. We read of "this abomina:ble 
thing that I 'hate." God does hate some things. He 
hates sin. With all the intensity and infinity of Deity 
He .hates it. 

t heard a great preacher, who was a professor also, 
,say one of thequietes't and so'ftest things I ever: heard 
a man say, and yet one of the most terri-ble things. Some 
people would not caU him a great preacher, ibut he was. 

• I refer to the late Professor Calvin GOiodspeed. Would 
God we had some professors Hke him in our day 1 I 
h:eard hi1ll: prea·ch only once or twice, but on this occa
SIon I heard him try to tell his hearers what sin is. 

, He tried many definitions, and ·seemed to ·exhaust his 
vocal;mhiry. Then he said, "Whatt is sin to God? 
What does God 'say about sin? God's estimate of 
sin"-he drop.ped his voice and came to H~e edge of 
the platform and, looking down ~s. tbough into infin
ite depths, said in a whisper, "God's ·estimate of sin 
is-hdl." He hates sin, but He loves the sinner. He 
can love, and He Can haote. Did I tell you how He 
loves? ~ol I never can ten you that. We have a 
hym'n, the refrain' of which is an exclamation: "Oh, 
,how He loves I" 'But again the great preacher and 
professor said, "God's ·estimate of the sinner, the 
measure of His love for the sinner is-the cross! I" 
Infinite in His love, infiniite "in His h:atl"ed 1 Oh, the 
dimensions of the affectional nature of Jesus Christ 1 
The o:cean cannot measure it. All oceans, all worlds, 
were inadequate to symbolize it. 

Then will yc;m mark this? No enemy can really 
wound you. These wounds in T'hy hands,' Lord, 
when'Ce came they? "They ar.e the wounds wbere
with I was wounded in the hO\1se of My friends." A 
man cannot be really wounded! anywher,e else but in 
the house of his friends. An enemy cannot WfOund 
you-unless you love hitp.. "Oh", you say, "I thoug'ht 
if I loved everY'body I should have no enemies." My 

, dear friends, he will wound you most whom you love 
most. Hear Christ's cry of agony: "It was not an enemy 
that reproached me; then I could have borne it: 
neither was it he that hated me that did magnify him
self against me;' then I would have hid myself from 

,;bim. But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide 
and mine acquaintance." It is on that side of His 
nature, if comparisons' 'be applicable at"all to His' quali
ties-i.t is on that side of His nature that He had the 
deepest capacity for suffering. The people whom He 
loved with a love as high as heaven and as deep as hell, 
killed Him 1 . '. 
. You ask why human hands were permitted ,to drive 

the .nails, and why the spear that pierced His blessed 
heart was wield.ed by. a man? "It. pleased 'the 
Lord to bruise .him; he hath put him to grief." But 
He could not endure our grief a'nd fathom the infinite 

depths of it unJess crucified by the hands of those 
whom He 'loved and for whom He died. It is those 
who love you most who hurt you most. No one else 
has power to do it. I ~annot explain it, 'but by faith 
I see it; and in ·some littDe measure I 'feel it. But 
there n'ever was a lover like my Lord Jesus·. There 
never was anybody who loved as' He loved. Nobody 
could ever have been wounded as He was wounded. 
:And "he was' wounded, for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our 'iniquities: the chastisement of our 
pea,ce was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
h~aled"-"His soul shall be made' an offering for sin.:' 

V. 
Th.en.there.is a.further element to which i Can only' 

allude: TH:£ ,VOPTIONAI, NATUR~ .OF J:£sl!S CHRIST. 
WiU is an element in personality. YQIU can endure some 
things when you, are compelled--of:hat is no credit to 
you. They say sometimes that a person has endured 
a long illIness with ·fortitude. They may have had 
grace to refrain ,from complaint. ·But when you are 
laid on a bed, what can you do? You cannot help 
yourself. And there is some measure of solace and 
consolation in the reflection that it cannot be h~lped. 
We' have a proverb to the effect that what cannot be 
cured must be endured. But thel"e 'Was nothing com
pulsory about ,the sufferings of Jesus Christ. It was 
voluntary all the way through. 

N or was it a momentary suffering; it was not a 
suffering to be measured, in this aspect of it, by thirty
three year-so . I spoke to you this morning a;botit Abra
ham and Isaac going together three days when Isaac 
was to be offered, and it is one of the wonders of the 
story that Abraham was ruble to keep his will in an 
attitude of submission for thn;e days together. There 
was a man who won the Victoria Cross in the Great 
War. He was often a very timid man, but he saw the, 
op.portunity and like a flash he went. to his goal. N ci 
man was mote 'Surprised at what he did than he him
sell£, hut he was reckoned a valiant man. He did not 
plan his act ten minnotes before; so far as the volitional 
aspect was concerned, his will operated almost like 
lightning-and it was over. But Christ's w.ill was set 
for unco:unted millenniums; you must remember that 
J e,sus quist, in plan and purpose, di~d before the 
foundation of the 'World. Centuries bef.ore He came 
the prophet said, '~He shrull make his soul an offering 
for sin." That could not he predicted of anyone but 
God, for you -cannot ten what any man w.il1 do next 
week. But the resolution of His will, His power, His 
might, enlarged Hi~ soul's capacity. . ' 

Some day I think I will try to preach on, "The 
Sovereignty of Self-Restraint". In Gethsemane Peter's 
sword instantly flashed, and the soldier's ear was 
severed. It was easier to do that than stand his 
ground before a servant girl I' Brave man 1 But ,the 
Ma·ster said, "Put . up thy s,word, Peter. I do not 
need thy sword. Thinkest thou ,that I cannot now 
pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me· 
more than twelve legions of angels? Do you not 
know who I am? I am the LOl"d of hosts, and a 
mill'ion angels await My command. I could blast all 
my enemies into hell." But by. and by when they· 
took Him to the cross, and put Him on that thing of 
wood, and nailed Him to Oit~ He yieMed His hands to 
the nails 1 . What hands? The hands of Him who 

, , 
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"stretch est out the heavens like a curtain: who layeth 
the ,beams of his chambers in the waters: who maketh 
the clouds his' chariot: who walketh upon the wings 
of the wind: who maketh his angels spirits; hi-s 
ministers a flaming fire: who laid the foundations of 
the earth, that it should not' be removed for ever". 
He Who made all things was nailed there ,by His own 
will; and on the brow predestined to wear the crown 
of universal ,empire, they put the crown of thorns, and 
pressed it into His precious ibrow-and He did not 
resist. , 

No engineer would ever attempt to dam 'back the 
waters of Niagara, and command its mighty thunders 
to sleep. Science would' say, celt would be folly! It is 
i-mpossi'ble I" Only Omnipotence could 'hold Om-, 
nipotence in ,check; and the mightiest thing God ever 
did was when Jesus Chris't spr~ad His hand's on the 
cross and yielded them to the nails driven by hammers 
in human hands. 

VI. 

Oh, what a soul w~s His! "Thou shalt make his 
soul an offering for sin." "His soul"! How capaeious 
His nature morally 1 But He was: made sin' for us, 
your sin, my sin, everybody's sin; the sins of our 
yesterdays, our to-days, and our to-morrows; sins of 

, past generations, of future generations, all sins; every
body's sins, the sum-total of the world's 'sin was laid 
upon Him. They could never have 'oeen laid upon 
anybody else:, only the infinite capacity of a divine 
soul could take it in. 

And the guilt of it? He took our guilt. Though 
He knew no sin, He took ·our condemnation and bore 
if. You' will never know, and I shall never know, 
when we have been in heav,en a billion years, the 
agony that found utterance '·in that anguished cry of 
His, "My God, my God, Why hast thou forsaken me?" 
'Mrs. Browning, in her poem, "Cowper's Grave", says 
of that cry, 

"Deserted! God could separate from His own essence 
rather: . 

And Adam's sins have swept between' the righteous 
Son and Father; , 

Yea, once, Immanuel's orphaned cry, His -universe, 
hath s'haken-

It went up singloe, echoless, 'My God, I am forsaken!' 

"It went up from the Holy's, lips amid' His lost 
creation, , 

That, of the lost, no son should use those words of 
. desolation." 

He was forsaken. Why? Why? Why? There 
can be but one answer. r.t was on your account and 
mine. He "bore our sins in his own body on the tree." 
He endured-mark this well, will you-He endured 
our punishment. It is more accurate to say that He 
endured our punishment than to say that He was 
punished. He had merited no punishment, 'but, taking 
our place, He took upon His virgin soul, the ·soul of 
Deity---'how shall I descriobe it? I 'cannot describe it 
-He took upon Him our punishment. y.ou sa~, 
"How could He?" He could not have done so if He 
had been less than God. But His sou~ was deep 
enough and big enough and' capadous enough to suf
fer in the room and stead of the whole world. 

Do not try to augmenl that Sacrifice, to add to its 
v~hJ.e. He made His soul an offering for sin. That 
being so, who of us here to-night will not receive it, 
and accept it, and rest upon it? You cannot add to 
the fulness of the ocean, to the brightness of the sun, 
to the measure of space~ why try to add to an offering 
made by Deity to Deity, and approved by God Him-
self? ' 

I will leave it there with the feeling that I might 
almost have le.ft it before I began, for wlho can under
stand, much less describe, the sufferings of a God? 
Only, my frIends, it ought to be enough for, you and· 
me. It is enough for my soul. My conscience rests 
upon it. My heart rests upon it. My inteUect rejoices' 
in it. Yes, I can say, as yve sang just now, . 

"For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast die'd, 
And I have died in Thee: 

, Thou'rt risen-my hands are all untied; 
And now Thou liv'st in me; 

When purified., made white, and tried, 
Thy GLORY then for me." 

WiH you mock at the Atonement? Will you prate 
to me about the dimensions of ~he modern mind, and 
ab'out the demands o.f modern scholarship? When 
you ponder these infinite things, and see God in 
Christ, you will have done with that nonsense for 
ever. Trust Him! Trust Him! The hand's that made 
the worlds are outstretched to you to-night, as though 
God would say, "I have established the foundations of 
the earth and spread out the heavens as a tent to dwell 
in. Give me your little .life; I 'Win take care of it. 
.A!bide in Me". 

Let me tell y!lu what 1 saw a strong man do. He 
was a Frenchman who had been performing in a town 
the night 'before and was at the station, as was I, 
waiting for a train to pull in. With stick in hand he 
was walkiI:tg' up and down the platf.orm, at one end of 
which some men were loading 'barrels of apples. As 
he watched theni he smiled occasionally. Then he 
stopped where they were stacking the 'barrels in a 
car three tiers high, and asked, "How much does a 
barre~ weigh?" They told him, but I forget at the 
moment what it was. Presently he put his stick unaer 
his arm, picked up a barrel of apples with two fingers 
of ·each hand, ·balanced it for a moment, and tossed it 
to rhe top tier! Then he took his stick from under 
his arm, and walked ayvay. The men said, "Say, will 
you not come and help us load this car?" 

He WhQ made'the w.orlds comes to you, infinite'in 
all the qualities 0'£ His being, and says, "Let me save 
you. All I ask is that you will ~r:ust; me~'-an<l He 
will lift us up and transport us into glory, saved by 
His divine gra~e and power. Hallelujah, what a 
·Saviour! ' ' 

Let us pray: 0 Lord, many of us rejoice in this 
salvation. We read in Thy Word that faith 'cometh 
by ,hearing, and hearing by the word of 'God. We 
trust faith has come to many by hearing to-night, p.nd 
now if they Ibelieve 'that Jesus Christ died .for them, 
we ,pray 'that Thou wilt lead all such to an open 
avowal of their faith. For Thy name's sake, Amen. 


