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J - THE VALUE OF ·LOYALTY 
. . 

It would perhaps be difficuQt to find a more pathetic 
story in all, the literature of the wor.td than the history 
of Saul, the son of Kish. He. was taken from hUIl1!ble 
ciroumstant~s, and elevated to a throne. His record 
proves that he wa's, at heart and in his very nature, an 
aggtegart:ion of opposites,-superficially so mo.dest that 
he had to be brought from his. hiding pla-ce among th~ 
stuff, and introduced. to Israel, he later manifested a 
pride so unbending that wlhen the divine se11l!:ence of 
deposition had been' uttered Iby Samuel, the haughty 
spirit of Saul begged the seer still to honour him be.-

_ fore ,the peopIe. Of splendid physical stature, he lived 
to demonstrate th3l1: the glorious maIl!Sion was tenanted 
by a little soul. Blessed with 'a mental equipment above' 
many, h.e showed 'his moral Ettleness by making envy and 
jea'lousy his daily companions. 

It must laave been exceedingly diHioult for anyone to' 
be loyal art: alI times to such a Icomplex and -self-contra­
dictory charac-ter; Niotwithstand~l\1g, even Saul had his 
loyal friends who, when they could riot admire his con­
duct, at least respected his office;· and when they could 
not honour him aJS a man, in loyalty to. the principles 
of law and order, pa~d him due homage as their king. 

". Saul lived throughout his. caI'eer a troubled life, bud: 
most of his troubles came from within. His brilliant and· 

. tragic career ended on Mount Gilboa when "the Philis­
tines followed harod upon Saul and upon ·dlis sons. And 
the PhiIistines slew Jonathan, and AhinadaJb, and Melcdli­
sIma, Saul's SOns. And t'he lbattle went. SOI'e against Saul, 
and the archers h;t him; and he was sore wo.unded olf 
the archers . . . . So Saul died, and hi,s three sons, and' 
his armourbearer, and all his men, that same day to­
gether." And when, on the morrow, the Philistines came 
to strip the slain 1:'hey found the bodies of Saul and· hi'S 
three sons who had fa:llen together on Mount Gil'boa, "and 
they cut o.ff his head, and stripped o.ff his armour, and 
sent into the land of the Philistines roundalbout, to pub­
lish it in .the house of fueir idols, and among the people. 
And they put his armour in the house of .A!shtaroth: and 
they fastened his body to the wall of Bethshan. And 

. when the inhabitants of JalbeSih-gilead heaI'd of that 
which the Philistines had done to Saul; all the valiant 
meri arose, an~ went all night, and took the body of Saull 

· and the hodies of his sons f,rom Ibhe. w'aH .of Bethslhan, 
and 'came to J alb esh , and burnt tihem there. And they 
took their bones, and buried them under a tree at Ja­
beSlh, :and fasted seven days." 

Thechara'Cter of David .presents a -complete oontbrast 
to th.art: of Saul. His physical -sta:lJUre was not great, but 
he was great of 501111. He was never envious or jeaJl.o.us 
of otheI's, and :as dle hated t1hese qualities .in others he 
hated til:lem equailly in himself. Always unswervingly 
loyal himself, as he proved albundarut'ly by his treatment 
of Saul, he developed a capacity for a la-I'ge a!p'pI'eCiation -
of 10yaI-ty in others. Envy and jealousy are twins, and 
they are rdlJbeI'S and murderers always. They slay all 
peace in every hrea-st, and rob Hfe of every joy .• Yet 
what common human qualities they are! It was envy 
·in 1:'he heart of hii,s' brethren wthi'ch sold Jospeh into Egyp/t:. 
When cerotain men of Israel ,prophesied, there were cer-' 
ta~n men of pigmy moral stature who wpuld have for­
bidden them, but Moses the Greart: exclaimed, "Enviest 
thou for my sake? Would God that all the Lord's people 

· were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit 
upon them!" . 

. The hi-story of the kings of Israel and of Judah is a 
hIstOry of deadly feuds occasioned by jeaJous inltr:igues. 
Haman, the son of Hammedail:'ha, seemed to posses'S even 
~'Ore thaI?- heart could wish, but a~l his prosperity a~a"iled 
hIm ?ot~mg \ so lqng as MordecaI the Jew remained at 
the kmg -s gate. And when He Who. was the embodiment 
of -aU virtues, the mani.festation of all perfections the in­
icarnation of eternal goodness, was broughll: be£or~ Pil~te, 
we read t!hat "he knew that for envy they had del~vered 
him". How we 'Ought to hate it! and to shun it! 
· But its. -cure is never negative: it mu:st be positive. 
Covetousness may be -cured by J;vberality; envy by. con­
tentment . 

. The sto-ry of'David's treatment of the me; of Jabesh­
gIlead .a££o~san example. o~ hOlw.true loyal-ty may be 
aPPI'ec!ated, and, 'by appreCI8Jtion, smIl further cultivated. 
Wh:n Dav!d 'ha~ -been ano.inted king of Judah, "lthey told 
DaVId, saym~, That the men of Jabesh-gHead were they 
that 'had bUrIed Sau'l. And David sent messengers unt'O 
the men of Ja,besh-gilead, and said unto them, Blessed 
be ye o.f the, Lord, that ye have .shewed thi-s kindneS's Ul1to 
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" your Lord, even unlto Saul, and have huried him. And 
now the Lord shew kindness and t'ruth unto you: and I 
also wm requite you thi,s kindness, because. ye have done 
this Thing. Therefore now let your hands be strength­
ened, 'and ,be ye valiant: 'for your master Saul is dead, 
and aI-so the house of JudaJh have a11'ointed me king over 
them." 

By this conduct David proved at once rt!he greatness of . 
his soul and ,the keenness of his :perception. Saul had been 
David's bitterest enemy. No one knew Saul's defects of 
'chamcter !better -than David; !but when the story of Saul's 
tragic end reached him !he could not find it in his mag­
nanimous soul ito r,ejoice, but rather he e~cl:aimed, "The 
beauty of Israel is slain Uipon thy high places: how a:re 
the mighty fallen! Tell it not in Gath, pUIQIish it not in 
the streets of Askelon lest, the -daughters. of the Philistines· 
rejoice, lest ltihe daughters of the un!cir:cumcised tdumph. 
Ye mountains of GHboa, let there he .no dew, neither let 
there be rain, upon you, nor fields of offerings: for there 
the shield ofthe mighty ,is vilely cast a-way, the shield of 
Saull, as though he had not been anointed ·~ith €lit From 
the blood of the slain, from ,the fa.t of the mighty, the 
bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the sword of Saul 
returned not em·pty. Saul 'and Jonathan were lovely 
and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were 
not divided: they were swifter than eagles, itlhey were 
,stronger than l~ons. Ye daughters of I'srael, weep over 
Saul, who clothed you in scaif1.et, wi,th other delights, who· 
put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel. How are 
the mighty farlen in the mid'Sot of the bClJttle.! 0 Jonathan, 
thou wast slain in thine high places. I am distressed for 
thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou heen 
unto me: thy love to me w·as 'wonderful, passing the love 
of women. How are .t!he mighty -fallen, and the weapons 
of war peflished!" . 

I. 

'When David heard of the loyalty oJ the men of 
J albesh-gilead, and commended them for their conduc't, 
he showed himself to he eminently wlise, for a wise 
man will never envy another the iloyalty showed him 
by his friends. DavJd had no reason on personal 
grounds to mourn for Saul. Yet he appreciated the 
loyalty of those who -gave him honourable burial, for 
David had learned to regard this quality of loyalty 
as a rare virtue wherever he found i~. So ought this 
quality to be appraised by all. There is 'an ominous 
verse in the twenty-fourth 'chapter of Matthew, and 
its pn;>phetic import. seems to have verified itselif in 
the experience of all who are loyal to Christ and His 
Word: "And then shall many ibe offended, and sha:ll 
betray one another, and shall hate one another." 

We do not mean to say 'that ,qua,lities which are 
the anthitheses of love and loyalty are new things 
under the sun. Apparently there have always been 
men who found ~'t impossiible to ibe loyal to anyone 
but themselves. . In the days Qf the American Civil 
War there was a certain political party of. which 
someone remarked that it was a party of loyalists 
who were always uncom'Promisingly loyal to the 
seven principles df their _platform, and that the seven 
principles were always the same, namely, five loaves 
and two fishes! Such loyalty has never Ibeen scar'ce. 

. But how many tragic 'chaJpters, are wrUtten not only 
in the Ji.fe of every nation, but in the Hfe of every 

individual! Ahithophel 'has never wanted fora suc­
cessor. The ·con'temptilble Shi1mai, by whom David 
was lauded or loathed, exalted or· execrated, accord­
ing as the circumstances of the moment, to the mind 
occupied exc1u&ively with its own interests, seemed 
to dictate, has had his 'counteflpar't in the varying 
fortunes of all men of leadership in all ages. 

There is a loyalty to the past whkh may indicate a 
most admirable qual-ity of heart and mind. Home­
skkness in Iboy·s or girls, or men or women, should 
never be despised" for ~t is a revelation of capacity 
for atta'chment, for aJbiding affe<;tion, for loyalty to 
persons and places and princi.ples, .... which ought always 
to be encouraged. 

There may, of c·ourse, Ibe an extravagant devotion 
to the past which ignores one's duty to the present; 
but a passion for new things, new 'Places, new friends, 
betokens a sen'timental sha'llowness which is indlica­
tiv'e of a quality o'f nature comparaJble to the stony 
ground in which no worthy plant, no plant of renown, 
can find suffi'cient depth of earth in which to root it­
self, and find a permanent ·abiding pla'ce. IGrea't trees 
which strike their root~ de.ep anto the soil, and wrap 
themselves around the immovable rocks 'beneath, are 
not easily transjplanted. The modern tendency to be 
disl9yal toward the past, 'the want of historic per- . 
spective whkh blinds men to their indebtedness to 
old friends, wheth,er they be persons, or pflinciples, or 
books, of the Book, is symptomatic of a .superfilCiality 
. of thought and feeling and affection which makes 
grea'tness of ehara'cter imlpossilble. 

The man who can be loyal to principles can bF 
loyal to persons too. There is a 1W0rid of sound sense 
in the proverbial saying that old friends are the 'best. 
Nothing is mor-e beautiful or insplirin-g than to see 
friendships .begun in youth, continlUed down to old 
age. What is more enndbling to 'the !beholder than a 
golden weddi.ng, with all that half a century of par.t­
nershilP .involves? And how !beautiful it lis to see a 
pastor and his peOlple go on and grow old,together! 
It is so common for this relationship to (be 'character­
ized by a mutual weariness. Long ago the Methodists 
used to have a saying respecting the three-year term 
of pastoral serv.ice: "First year ~d'olized; second year 
criticized; third year s'candalized." 'Where that is true 
ther·e could be no genuine loyalty. There are many· 
people like the plant that ·is sometimes called '-'Wan- ~ 
dring J eJw"; they are easily transplanted, and will 
grow in any :bowl of wat·er. 

There is a -Mnd of conservatism which is only a 
veiled loyalty. We rememlber an old lady of few 
words who was onee a mem'bel' of our congregation. 
Woe 'built a new church, and 'the pews of the old 
church were given to another '<;:ongregation in the 
city whkh was erecting a new building. This old 
lady had sat in one pew 'every Sunday from the be­
ginning of ,her marrJed .liie, and, until they were 
grown and scattered. from the homestead, all the chil­
dren had sat in the same pew with their father and 
their mother. This old saint did not take very kindly 
to the new church, and periodkally she used to go 
across the city to attend a service in the church to 
which the old pews had been transferred, and she wa', 
wont.to ask, as a special favour, that she 'be !permitted 
to sit in the same pew. Her attitude was more than 
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conservatism, and more than' mere sentimen'tality: 
it was a disguised loyalty to the memories of the past, 
tQ the pastors who had ministered to her, and all tpe 
holy associations of the old church. Such loyalty 
should never be disparaged. ' 

!But there is a loyalty to the living and to the vres­
ent which ·is equally ·admirable. We used to know 
a certain woman who was never loy·al to her pastor 
until after he had ceased to .be her !pastor: her ad­
m,iration was always written in the past tense, it was 
always for those who had left her. T~er~ is' som~~ 
thing in the office !boy who' leay;ns, WIthin a' wee 
or two of his employment WIth a new firm, to say 
"We". Church gipsies to. whom, all ·churches are 
al~ke, and who. 'Can lightly trip tfrom pla'ce to place, 
seldom. make much· contribution to any church. 
PeO!Ple who are loyal to their church, to their pastor, 
to their friends, and even to their. -city, will !be found 
to he of a quality that will not wear out w'hh .the 
years. 

II. 
But we learn another lesson from Dav,id'·s treat­

ment of the men of Jabesh-gilead, and' it is this: that 
a wise 'man will cultivate the friendship of those who 
have' !been loyal to others; for this· was (Wliat David 
did in this instance. The men of J aJbesh-gilead had 
honoured their master Saul. They had respected him 
in life, and had ,given him honourable burial in death. 
David was shrewd enough to see that men who had 
been true to one king were likely to be true to an­
other. Therefore he commended them for the kind­
ness they had shown to Saul, and sa,id, "And now the 
Lord shew kindness and truth unto. you: and I also 
wiil requite you this kindness, because ye have done 
this thing. Therefor~' now' letj your bands be 

.strengthened, and be ye valiant: for your master Saul 
is dead, and also the house of Judah h.ave anointed 
me king over them." . 

This lprinciple is susceptible to many applications. 
It ~s true domestiCally. The loyal son or daughter is 
likely to !be a loyal husband or wife. D£ a young 
'Woman were wise, before she gives her heart to any 
young man, she wou!ld find out iWhat sort of a son he 
had proved himself to Ibe. If he has ibeen careless' of 
his mother, he is most likely to ,prove ·careless df his 
wife; and this applies to 'both sides of the house, for 
the selfish person ,cannot lbe loyal to anyone or any­
thing tbut to himself. 

Many a minister has invited disaster by neglect of 
this principle. When he goes to his new charge a 
cer.tain number of the people come .forward to greet 
him, and to assur·e him that he is the only minister 
who ever preached accept~bly in that pulpit. They 
fall upon him, and flatter him, and tell him that Spur­
geon was a mere ,ty-r·o in comparison! They are likely, 
indeed, not to content themselves with 'compHmenting 
the new pa'stor: they aTe most likely to contrast him 
with his predecessor-~uch ,toO his predecessor's dis­
advantage.! And if he has had but little ·experience, 
th·e poor minister is likely to be trapped, for who does 
not like to hear pleasant things said 'Of hirriself? . 

But there are other people who are not so enthU'si­
astic ahout the new minister. They accept him; they 

. are respectful to him; theyCOi-Operate with him; they 
are 'faithful in the discha'rge of their duties. But they 

·do not go into raptures over. ~he new minister. Truth 
to tell, they are rather sad at heart. They have lost a 
friend. They r·emember that" he ministe'red to them 
in hours of sorrow; that he helped them to 'carry ,their 
heavy Iburdens up the hill; that he proved to be a 
cheery ·companion on the cloudy and dark day-s; and 
that when bere'avement tcame, and the world 'seemed 
empty, he comforted them with the comfort that he 
h3!d re·ceived from Someone else, and he brought to 
them, by a' tender, sympathetic ministry, a .foretaste 
of that heavenly life when God shalI wipe 'away all 
tears from their eyes. And now he has gone, and -the 
little chilqren miss him, and' father and mother miss 
him, and alI who have cares 'and anxieties and 'burdens 
miss him-and a stranger has come to take his place! 

They love the stranger, tcio, after a fashion, ,but 
these deep and capacious natures, these large-souled 
saints, do not lavish alI ,their affections upon the 
stranger on the occasion 'Of their first meeting. But 
when the stranger has cea:sed to 'be a stranger, and 
months have stretch~d i~to years and the years ar'e 
multiplied, upon whom must he depend for prayerful 
support and faithful effort? Not upon those wh'O were 
so lavish in their compliments the first, day he 
preached. Oh no! Long since they have retired. to 
the 'back seats, or have gone out of ·the door altogether. 
They aT·e. just as critical of ·him as they had been of 
his predecessor; but the more reticient and cautious 

, people, in whose nature deep ever calleth unto deep, 
are standing now with this man of God as they always' 
stood with others who preceded' him .. 
. It is ever so. The loyalty whiclJ." respected Saui' i~. 
death will support David hi~ sUtccessor- in life. To ,leam 
t{.'\ be 'loyal to anyone who is worthy ,willa help us to be 
loyal to everyone who is wO·rthy. Those who would 
make' new f.riends of .value, will find them a,mong 
people who have· many old friends. 

III. 
But in this' story of the men of J3!1:iesh-gilead ,we may 

also see a picture of the Lol"'d's Anointed ruppealing for 
the loyalty of Hi'S own. Jesus ChriSt is never jealous 
of our loyalty to any worthy object. He shares it, and 
sltblimes our love to higher heights. The more we love 
Christ, ;the more we ~hall love other people. To be pre­
eminently loyal to Christ will pUll: anyone in rlight ,re~ 
lationship to everybody else. Nh, how true it is that 
our affections have been lavished on the dead! on the 
perishing things of time'! He comes now to a'!!k us to 
transfer our loya:lty to :the Living. Saul ,i'S dead, and He 
is . anointed king .. 

No one else has ev,er deseTved of anyone of us soUch 
loyalty as the 'love of J esus merits~ There is no one com­
parable to Him. We may well' exhort eacih other to the 
utmost loyalty: "0 come, ~et us sing unto the Lord: 
let us make a joy£ul noise to the rQlck of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with th3!nksgiving, and 
make a joyful noise unto him witq pS3!lms. For the 
Lord is a great God, and a great King above ·aJ.I gods." 
Yes, to Him 'we owe supreme loyaLty: "0 come, let us 
worslhip and bow dOlwn: let us kneellbefore the Lord our 
maJker"~'·And the heavens shall praise thy ·wonders, 0 ' 
Lord: thy faithfulness also in tlhe congregaJtion of the 
saints. For who in the hea"v,en ICan Ibe compared unto 
the Lord? who among the sons of the mighty can be 
likened unto the Lord?" 
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LOVERS OF PLEASURE , 
There is a passage ~f Scripture which predicts that 

a time will come when men will be lovers .of pleas?re 
mor·e than lovers of God, and ,there are . n~t w.antltl:g 
those who 'see the fulfilment of ,this predlctlon m this 
present pleasure-loving age. It is pli?bably true that 
men and women were never mor'e glv·en toO pleasure 
than they ar·e to-day, although, of course, there nev·er 
has been a,day when there has not 'been at least some 
people wp.o were found to. be lovers of pleasure m.or·e 
than lovers of God. 

We are not ,disposed toO disl'ent from thos.e who see 
this prophecy fulfilled i~ our day. . B?t .s'Ome vyho 
quote this passage are disposed to hmlt Its apphca­
tion to such as indulge in what are usually called 
"worldly pleasures". 1Ihe dance, the thea~re,. and the 
card table are three fav.orite forms Q·f pleasure. We 
have no d~f.ense for either, and will join with anyone 
in the st~ongest cQndemnati.on 'o.f ea'ch and all. But 
our fear is that some. perfectly ?rthodox: p.eople, and 
certainly multitu,des of professmg Chnstlans, may 
themselves he gUilty o·f an inordinate love of .pleasure·. 

It 'is n'Ot so \much with the legitimacy of th~ form 
of pleasure pe·y se 1!hat we are concerned as 'With the 
re1ati-on .of these two, pleasure and God. .It ~ould 
simplify the text, and -clarify our understandmg, If we 
recognize that God must be fi~st, and pl~3;sure after­
ward. There are pleasures which· are legl~lmate, and, 
indeed which are commanded. In God's presence 
there i~ fulness of joy, and at His right han~d.there are 
pleasures fQr ever more. It is quite leglt1mat~ .for 
Christian people to be love~'s .of ,pleasure, provldmg 
their pleasures are of the nght ·s~rt. But a.ny and 
every kind 'Of. pleas.tire beco~es. wrQng when It t;akes 
precedence in the hf.e of GOod Hlms'eJ.£. 

The complaint of the verse .we have .cited is not that 
men love pleasure, but that they ~ove pleasur,e more 
than God. Therefore any,thing that takes God s place 
is illegitimate. It· beoomes an idol, 'and should be re: 
moved. A man may nev·er go to the theatre, nor 
dance, nor' play cards; and may frequently go !o 
church, and hold office in the c~urch, and '~gage m 
many forms of religious servlce,-and s~lll come 
within the censure of this scripture. The plam matter 
of fact is that wh.oever puts his 'own enjoyment first, 
whoever s'elfishly indulges himself, wh~teyer th.e form 
of indu~gence, and however harmless m Itself It may 
appear to be, if ,the thing '~e i~dulg~d a~ the expen~e 
of duty, and of prima~y obhga:~lOns,. It bnngs the man 
within the condemnatl'On of thiS scn.pture. 

to God, will bring us within the cond!emnaHon of this 
prophetic woo rd. 

Let us be happy Christians'! Let us reJoice ever 
more! Let us know the ecstasy, the raptur·e, of divine 
fellowship! Then we shall prQve, to repeat one of 'our 
quotations, that "in thy presence is fulness of joy: at 
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore." 

. FOUR FAITHFUL SAYIN.GS. 
By Prof. Wm. Jones. 

There'is an interesting phrase found in the pastoral 
epistles, one which challenges and ·engages the atten­
tion of the person interested in a study of the Word. 
That phrase is, "·faithful saying". There are four of 
these fa:ithful sayings in the New T,estament, and singu­
larly enough they appear in the last writings of the 
Apostle Paul, frequently called the pastoral epist1e~. 

The precise nature of these 'sayings, their historical 
importance and significance, no one can declare absol," 
utely. But of one thing we .can be sure, that they 
reflect very a'ccurately the beliefs commonly current 
and ac'cepted in the church of the th.ird quarter of th~ 
first century. First Timothy was written ab'out sixty­
four; Titus, about sixty.:five; and Second Timothy, 
about sixty-seven. If we loo~ at t,he sayings ·either in 
the order in which they Occur in the New Testament, 
or in their chronological orde·r, we find a remarkable 
sequence. But we shall take 'their concatenation, as 
found in the Authorized Version. 

The sayings seem to reflect foundatioJ? truths, -deal­
ing with strategic points of the believer's life. More 
than that, the principles or doctrines therein enun­
ciated are requisite to a proper understanding .of the 
Gospel, and to Christianity as a movement. 

Take, for instance, the first saying, found in I Tjm. 
1 :15: "This is a ,faithful saying, and worthy o'f all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners ;of :whom I am ·chief." 

Paul declares that the One' about Whose person 
and work the message of Christianity centers came 
to this world fbr one purpose. Does Paul deviate .from 
his predecessors' view of Christ's coming, and their 
declaration of that 'purpose? Manifestly not, for the 
angel '0£ the Lord· dedared that purpose, the purpose 

. of the Messiah's mission, in these word's: "Thou shalt 
call His .name J:mSUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins." And as if this prophetic' command 
were not enough, we have the lJord Hims'elf empha­
sizing ,the unique character of His coming in the 
words of another evangelist, Mark: "For even the 
Son o,f man came nQt to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and' to give his life a ransom for many." 

A pe'rson who absents himself from .th~ house Oof 
God 'because it is too warm, 'or ,because It IS t~o cold, 
or because it is too far away, or .be~ause he thmks .he 
is too tired, or because he is enJoymg ,converse With 
the Sunday visitor, just as truly puts pleasure before 
God as another man who puts the theatre be·fore ,the 
prayer meeting. 

The applications ,of the principle are innumerable, 
but if we remember that duty, 'oblig.ation, s~rvice ,to 
others cannot be neglected or sa'cnficed Without a 
br,each in the divine .fellowship, without' some meas~re 

An important truth this,. that Christ's major, His 
. supreme', His only purpose, so to speak, in His first 
advent was "to save sinners", or "to give his life a 
ransom for many." How different from'the purposes 
attributed to Him by many' of our contemporaries! 
All the offices 'of His earthly and heavenly ministry 
derive from His ·one office of Redeemer. 

The second of th.ese sayings is not. so easily located. 
- of separation from God, we s~all s·ee that any~hmg 

which 'is exalted to the place which belongs exclUSively 
By that we mean that the saying itself is difficult to 

(Continued on page 11.) 

o ' 
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A QUIET SUNDAY IN· OLD ENGLAND 
This has been a very interesting Lor-d's Day. I . dignity, and the sermon 'Was matiked with much beauty 

.. am staying with my daughter. and her husband and of thought and ·illustration. The teXlt was James 4:14, 
their two little ginlis. The weather continues' bright "What is your IHe? I t is even a vapour th3)t ap­
and waTm, although yesterday some parts of south- peareth for a little time and then vanisheth away.'! 
east England exp~rien1ced a viol'ent thunderstorm .. In The prea'cher told us at the outset that he did not 
this. immediate ,neighi1;>orhood fwo· of my old fellow- intend to ~eak on the 'brevity of human .fife, Ibut. that 
students are ,residing. They have 'both l'etired from he wouM 'base his message on the metaphor. used by 
their pastorates, 'and! are n9w preaohing,. wlhen albIe, the Apostle, that life is "even a v3!pOur". 
in any church whilch may call for their hel'p. They There were thr,ee divisio~s to the message: 
have both occup~ed' the sa'me pulpit'· to-day in a smald ~. Ufe, like a vapour, may ,bt! a very beautiful thing. 
chul'ch nearby .. The knowledge o'f this arrafllgement 
led me to decide to hear ~y coUege companions to- 2. Life, like a vapour, may .be a very powerful t'hing. 
day. ,~t is very many years since' I .. heard either of 3· Life, like a vapour, m.ay be a very vit3llizing thing. 
fuem iprea.ch. One Oif the two 'belonged 'to my own ' -These main lines of teaching were unfolded' with 
special "'bat~h" in college, and in those 'co'llege .oays. much beauty of thought ajJ.d illustration, and we were 
we wel'e much together, and in our holidays we used: told that' God alone could malke our lives Ibeautifu.l, 
to .go out together conducting evangelistk missions. powerful, 'and vitalizing ..... But I was eager .to hear 
This dear f,riend-W.J.H.-conduocted the morning how God"wou:ld do this' for me. Here my college 
service in. the little church to-'day. It was very pain- friend' disappointed me. It seemed so unprdfitalbIe 
ful to me to see how weak he ha.s ibecome Iphysica'11y, to present··to us such a nOble picture of what life 
and to 'know tha't he ,can now preach only once a day; couM b~ unless we were a!lso shown how it could' be 
but Slpiritually he is stronger than ever. This morn- realized. Afterwards'I ventured to sp'ealk to myoid 

, ing's service was ,exceedingly rich. The opening friend .albout this, and his reply was that a.ll 'who were 
prayer .carried us into the Holiest Place, and each part present knew quite well how such a "li.f.e could be theirs. 
of the service held us there. . The serrrfon was ·based I toM him, however, t}1at it is quite unwise to t~ke for 
on a 'brief. sentence in Isa.iah 27 :3. "I win wa.ter it granted that all in the congregation rwou'lod know 
every moment". The message was just what I ex- tohe "how". It ,is much safer to take it for granted that' 
.pected from my dear frieJ.ld-full of vlital truth, of the many do not know, and h~nce 'we must always tell how· 
albounding -grace of God, with many Ibeautiful and divine realitlies may heco'me ours. He l;1.'ccepted my 
some humorous toulches, and a delightful ease of man- gentle ·crftiocism very gracious'ly. In the 'course of the 
nero It was indee:d a joy to listen to him, although l sermol,l our 'bro'ther recalled, to my delight, what he 
it wa's evident that his physical streng1tJh .was Slcatice1y. . presumed that·J too should remember, some oC'casiolls 
equal to the occasion. . . in our student days when, at Spurgeon's Tabernacle . 

The ou1l.ine of his sermon was simple and natural. 

1. Divine ~upp-1y for 'human need. 

2. Increasing supply' for continuous' need. 

3. Persona.l sUp'ply for personal need. 

The appliocation gave us the purpose oIf -the promise, 
nrume1y, to ma'~e us steadfast, tb. make us grow, and. 
to make us frUltful. It was a gr~ocious message. My 
friend, always an intense admire'r o'f C. H. Spurgeon, 
seems to have absorlbed that mighty preacher's teach­
ing, along with much O'f Samuel Rutherford too, for 
hi!:l sermon seemec;l. to throb· with the grace, and spir­
ituality aond style of 'botJh O'f those grea.tsou~s. If the 
B3Iptist ministry of England were of this stamp 'our 
beloved Dr. Shields would delight to have fel'lowship 
with his 'brethren in thi.s land. 

The evening service in the' same small church was 
, cc:md?cted by ~he other fellow-student residing in this 
dlStrtC~. He 1S a Scotsman and, of course, retains 
his native accent. In col1ege I was not brought into 
such close contad wit~ this brother as .with my friend, 
W. J. H., Ibut I always admired him !for the purity 
and strength of his character, and hiis diligen'ce as a 
student. 1 ha·cJ. never heard him prea'Ch since the old 
days when he delivered. his "trial sermons" in coBege. 
The service this ·evening was conducted with 'grruce and 

. a singer with a pathetic and Ibeautiful voke would 
sing: . 

"Show me Thy Face-one transa·en't gleam 
of lovel!ness divine" 

And I shall never think or dream 
of other love save Thine: 

All lower l,ight will darken quite, 
Ai'l lower -gloJies wane, 

The .loveliness of eartH wm scal'Ce 
Seem beautiful again." 

And while the singer 'Was pouring 1forth h~s own soul 
as he sang those words the g~eat Spurgeon would he 
so melted that the 'tears of love 1!-nd joy would simply 
roB down that mighty preacher's face. I have often' 
thought of the words of this Ibeautiful song, but never 
without recalling Mr. Spurgeon's deep emdtion when 
Mr. Ch3)mlberla.in sang i,t 
. In the afternoon I addressed a. fine crowd of "Cru­

sader" Iboys, Ibu.t I will. not trouble I Gospel Witness 
readers with any account of tnat service. This 
has 1>een my first Sunday in England sinlce our arrival 
without a definite preaching engagement. On the 
whole it has been a good day. 
. Sunday Evening, July 21st, 1929. 

'T. 1. Stockley. 
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. 1 ~bt J arbi~ ~trttt ~ulpit 
THE', STRATEGY OF ABSALOM. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached In Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday 'Evening, July 14th, 1929. 

(StenogiraphicalJy Reported) 

"And with .A:bsalom went two hund,red men out of J.erusalem, that were called,; and they went in 
their' simplicity, and theY knew not any thing." 2 Sam. 15:11. 

Prayer Before The Sermon. 
We pray, 0 Lord, especital~y now for the ministry of 

.Thy -Spirit that the troth of God may find entrance to 
many hearts long soot against Thee. We read in Thy 
Word that Thou did'st. open the heart of Lydia so that 
Slbe attended to the things which· were Sjpoken hy Paul. 
We pray that many hearts he-r.e ·this evening may be 
so opened by the 'Holy Ghost that they may receive the 
t"ruth, and that by the troth they may ibe made free. 
For the sake of Him Who died we asik: it, Amen. 

One of the most extraordinary rebellions' of history 
was that to whi'Ch the text of this evening relates, David 
was the Lord's anointed, and reigned over Israel. His 
own son, brilliant and dashing young Absalom, aspired 
to wear his father's -crown, and to sit upon his father's 
throne. He had spent some time in exi:le, but by his 
father's grace was pennitrf:'ed to return and to dwell in 
J entsalem. While there he rose up early in the morn­
ing, stood 'at the gate of the, city, intercepted those who 
came to the king for judgment, and ·made gr·eat promises 
of what he would do wer·e he in authority. Thus he 
stole t,he hearts of the men of Israel. When he had 
scattered the seeds of sedition with a -sufficiently liberal 
hand to justify, as he thought, the expectations of a 
harvest, he sent spies throughout all the land of Israel 

. with instrtl!ctions that at the sound of the trumpet they 
Should proclaim, "Absalom reigneth in Hebron." 

As apart 9f the mob, with Absalom went two hundred 
men' out of Jerusalem, that were called; and they went 
in their simplicity, and they knew not any thing." David 
himself was temporarily driven fr<;>m the city. Like his 
Greater Son, he went up Mount Olivet, weeping as he 
went up. All the people, apparently, were turned after 
A!b.salom. Messages came to IJavid day by day, and 
hour by hour, saying, "The hearts of the men of Israel 
are after Absalom". So that, with a small but faithful 
band, he turned his back upon the city, de~pised and re­
jected of those whose rightful king he was, and he went 
ourt: again into .;the wilderness. 

There is a picture here of Ibhat 'which has happened 
again and 3!gain in the course of' human history, for men 

. are found in rebellion against a Greater than David, and 
;ll'e moving in the direction of a stilI greater tragedy than 
that which marked the end of Absalom's career. I u-se 
this Old Testament story this evening to illustmte some 
of these great p1"inciples of whIch' we must be made 
aware if we are reaIiy to be saved. . 

Here is the story of a Ibrilliant leader, of a cunning 
strategist; and of an .army of dupes. 

'. I. 

ABSALOM WAS A BRILLIANT LEADER OF' MEN. Nothing 
is done without leadership. Wherever you find a ma,ss , 

movement of people, be it for good or for .illl, yO'U will find 
someone, sO'mewhere, who is responsible for the move­
ment. I know it is true that "all we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned everyone to his own way," but 
no one did ever go astray without superhuman leader­
ship in the beginning. Our "adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he may de­
vour". In many figures he is set f0'l1th in Scripture. 
Notably he is said to transform h1imself as an angel of 
light. Everyibody here this evening is under the domin­
ance of one of two maste'rs, fol[owing one of two leaders, 
acknow.Iedging and obeying one o~ two masters, taking 
one of twO' roads, and moving in the direction of one of 
two ends. 

Look at this story for a lmtde, will you? Absalom 
was no fiction, but was a very real person who brought 
the force o~ his personality to hear upon the personality 
of others. And there is a 'real devil. That is old-fas­
hioned doctrine, is it not? I wish' the fact of it 'were as 
obsolete as some people imagine him to' :be. But surely 
it requires no stretch of the imagination to believe in the 
existence of some mighty, malignant, personality whO' 
designs the destruction o'f men. There is a devil. He 
who tempted our f,irst parents in th'e garden, and who 
stamped all human history. with his slimy course, who 
tempted the one and only perfect Man Who' was God 
as well as man-that same devil 'lives, modern theo­
logians to the contrary notw~thstanding. When a ban­
dit, or a criminal of any other order, has left a trail of 
wreck and ruip behind him, he exerts himself of.ten to' 
the utmost to give currency to the idea that he has ceased 
to be. The police of a thousand cities do not spend their 
time looking for a dead criminal, but for a living one; and 
if, 'by any means at all, he 'can persuade them that' he has 
passed out of ex,istence, then they are .fLPt to be less dili­
gent,' and doors may be left open for him to do mor'e of 
his predatory work. . . 

The w~rst devil of all is no devil at all, nothing is 
more dangerous than the assumption that there is no· 
evil leadership--Ieading men astray. I could not ac­
count -for h3!lf rt:he thealogica'l seminaries on the Ameri­
can continent, as they are now constituted, apart from 
the hypothesis that there is a pe1"sonal devil. I cannot 
imagine who else is ntnning them. How do you account 
for all the evil ,in the world,-for the denial of the' Book, 
for a thousand things subVersive of Christian faith,­
apart from that scriptural doctrihe of the existence of 
a spiritual AbsalOm who would lead. men away from 
God? . . 

Abs'alom was a very attractive man, rather an extra­
O'rdinary chara'Cter: "In all Israel there was none to be 

. I 
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, 
s~ much praised as Absa10m for his beauty; from the Is so pleasant and so full of promise, promising to niake, 
sole of his fdot even to the crown of his head there was men wise. " ' 
no ;blemish in him." He was physilcaiHy a per-£eot man, And surely of all days there never was a day when the 
with lopg flpwing locks. 'He lived before the practiCe, devil was moreseligious than he is to-day. If anyone 
of bobbing hak had hecome popular I Even Absalom must needs manufaoture 'a new rel~gion for himself 'he 
wore what seemed to be, to him, a crown of glory. Poor is very diffkult to please, for if he oannot find some­
lame Mephihosheth would have had a poor ,chan,oe of thing to please him among those now in vogue he must 

"leading an army against David. It required a man of be of a strange mental constitutJion. 
Absalom's splendid physique and magnifioent person- "'here is the worst work being done to-day? You 
,ality to lead men to take up anns against their lawful srhiled a litt/le whi'le ago as our Sltudent-'friends sang 
king. ' a,bout pal'1Win',s monkey, but it is nothing to smile at. 

'Thus sin in its most dangerous aspects is always at- Do you not, know that evolution is not a science? It 
tractive. "When the woman saw tlhat the tree was good nevet: wa:s a science. It has not a:n infini,tesimal atom 
for food, and that it was -pleasant to the eyes, and a of truth to stand 011, and never did have. It is purely 
tree to be,desi'red to, make one wise, she took of the fruilt a speculation. It ,i:s nothing 'more ,than a hypothesis. 
thereof." Sin seldom comes in shab'by attire. It sel- ' It is not a science: it is a philosophy, and ,it is a phil6-
dGm approaches men in ugly guise. ,The. devil trans- sophy of orngins, and therefore, in the nature of the 
fornns himself 'as an angel of light. He, never comes case, of destinies; and therefore, again, it is a religious 
to young men as one .that is dorwn at the ,heel and out philosophy which would undertake to tell us whence 

,at the dbow, -who seems to be haViing a hard, time. A we came and whither we are going. Evolution is a, 
canny Scotsman once saw a-pi-cture of The TemptaJt,ion, religion. It is 'a ,false religion. It is a religion espe­
in which' the devil was represented as an ugly creature dally designed to suit the depraved tastes of man. 
wtith hoofs and horns, and lalbout as repulsive as' the And how any man who in any measure approOximates 
artist's imagin3l1:ion :could make him. As the Scotsman 'the divine purpose, should ,find' any cause for rejoicing 
gazed at it he sai,d in his naltive tongue, which I will in the assumption of his kinship with the brute instead 
translate into English, "Ah well, ;if that creature had of in 'his relatIonship to God, I cannot understand. , 
come to me in that guise he woulld haV'e had a difficult ,Who is it that teaches young people in high schools, 
job with me too r' 'in colleges, and in universities,-whoO is it that teaches 

Of course he would I ' It is not thus the devil comes. men toO glory in the assumption that tl;1ey 'came from 
He comes like Albsa!lom, as one fashionably attired, per- the animaJI instead of rejoicing that man in the begin­
fectly groomed, of pleasing address, of cultured 'and per- ning came directly from the 'hand of God? It is 
suasive speech, as one who is at home in the world, mak- Absalom. It is a religion taught by the state for 
ing large prom~ses-thus he comes, and thus he be- ' which you pay t'l:xes; the teachers in your high 

,wi1!ches men. ,schools and in your universities, under the leadership 
I. think it is not without signi'ficance that nea.rly all' of a' s'I?iritual Absalom~ are teaching boys and girls 

our Modernistic f.riends are "nice" ,peop1e. I have heard . and young men and young women to reject the Bible, 
it said that Dr. 'T. R. Glover is a most estimable gentle- and to. deny every doctrine of the gospel. "To be 
man I And I have no doubt that Dr. Harry Emerson desired to make one wise" I, There never was any­
Fosdick ,is a most con,lpanionable and !interesting man. body who did not want to be ','wise",--at least they 
The devil ahV'ays lays hold of some Absalom with whom want a'reputation for wisdom.; Men care more for the 
to do hi·s work. A friend was 'spealcing for ,ne twenty reputation than' for the thing itself very often. A 
years ago, and di·scussing some 'of these genetlemen and great number of univ~rsity students do not ,care much 
their, "nkeness,". he turned to me a:nd said, "Shields, you about the knowledge a degree represents. That is 
will have to ~y orthodox. There would be no chance how these bogus degree 'factories flourish-by selling , 
for you" I (Laughter), Be .!:tIat as it may, beyond per- men a reputa.~ion for wisdom. 
a4venture, those who lead men away from God invari- And it is ~specially true in the religi,ous realm. If 
ahly come in the attractive form of Absalom., ' it were not a tragedy, i,t would be one of the most 

I would remind you of another thing. Absalom was amusing things in the world, to see these little bits 
a religious leader. On thi·s accasion he ca,.me to the king of fellows standing on their tip-toes 'and tfying to look 
and said, "I pray thee, let me 'go and ,pay my vow, whioh down on everY'body,-they are soo wise I They have 
I have vowed unto the Lond, in Heibro,n. For thy ser-' evolved out of something! I am glad they have, for 
vant vowed a vow while I abode at Geshur in Syria, I do not know what they could have been in the 
saying, If the Lond shall br:ing me again indeed to Jeru- beginning of, the process I Following Absalom I 
sa!lem, then I will serve the Lo1"d., "And now,'! he said, What is this Modernism; with 'its denial of the 
"let me go to Hebron that I may pay my vow unto the superna'tural, .that has taken .12ossession of our semi­
Lor:d." It was in the name of religion, pro.£essing 10y- naries and of our pUlpits and of our periodicals? that 
alty to Jehowh, that Absalom d~d the devil's busineSIS keeps the pres'ses busy'turning out books that deny 
in I,srael. ' die fundamentals of the faith? What is it? It is a 

Of all the devils, there is no devil to be so much feared religion designed by the devil himself. T;hat is the 
as the religious devil. And the devil is religious I That -trouble. And there are a great many of you Christian 
is his chosen sphere. IHs in the realm of religion that people wiho r,etain your membership in 'churches that 
the devil has done his deadliest work always. I do are giving all their energy to help the devil instead 
not mean to say, of course, that sins of grosser char- o'f to help God, follpwing Absalom instead of follow­
acter do nOot proceed 'from him. They are, hOowever, ing David I Shame on youl How marty there are I 
but the later fruits of this tree which in the beginning What is it you would like?' -They are selling 

.. 



8 (212) THE GOSPBL WITNESS August 8, 1929 

I almost anything! Modernism in 'all its .forms. Do 
you want a half-way house to the luna,ti,c asylum? 

.Be a Chris.tian Scientist. . . 
Yet yoti have to be very clever "too, paradoxical as 

that may seem'. The ·principle is this, you must not 
assume that !because people are religious, they are 
serving God. The greatest crimes of hi'story have 
been committed in the name of religion. The Eoman 
Catholic system is . distinctly anti-Christian, but it 
represents an enormous organization. Mohammadism, 
Buddhism, all the pagan religi,ons with their modified 
forms that appear in this country sUoch as thepsDphy 
and many others, whence came they? Who is t!he 
author, the originator? Who is the leader in all these 
movements? A religious devil, that is all. It makes 
no difference where you a,re, in India, Dr China, or in 
Japan, an)'lWhere in EurDpe, or America, you will find 
the devil is there, and is husy leading men as d,id Absalom. 

II. 

Let me teN Y9U how he does it, ABSALOM WAS A 

CUNNING STRATEGIST: "'With Absalom went two hun­
dred .men out of Jerusalem, ,that were ·called." 

Everyon.e . of them had a distinct call, for .A!bsalom 
believed in personal work. He picked his men very 
cleverly. How did he do it? He got up early in the 
morning, and sat at the king's gate. He did not wait 
until high 'noOon to begin his day's work, but just as 
the day was breaking Absalom was there, so that no 
one might pass that point a,nd reach the king until 
Absalom had got his ear and poured his poison into' 
his mind. It is said in the para,ble that "while men 
slept, the enemy sewed tares". . 

There are ·some people who never think of doing 
any,thing fOlr the Lord with the children. I have heard 
of a woman who said to her minister once, "Doctor, ' 

.]; have thought a good deal about the religious train': 
ing of my little boy, all,d I have decided that I will 

.'not try to make a Christian o.f him until he has arrived 
at years of responsibility; I am not going to begin 
to teach him religilon until he is at least ten or twelve 
years old". To which the minister replied, "Do as YDU 
will, madam, but let me warn.you that the devil will 
not wait until he i's ten or twelve years old before he 
s.ows his seeds in that young ,child.'s mind." No! he 
begins in the primaO" class. He begins in the kinder­
garten. I have been in the Museum of Natural His­
tory in New York City where Henry F. Osborn has 
his exhibit of the evolution of man, shoOwing how h~ 
developed to his ,present· state from the amoeba 
through apes up to man! I have seen s'chool tea·chers 
leading young children through the Museum and. ex­
plaining very carefully fuat that is wher'e they came 
from. What a trick of the devil that is! 

The devil does not wai,t until men 'ar-e of ,college 
age,-he begins "early in the morning". Let me ex­
hort you Sunday School teachers tID, get up early in 

- the morning, get the children as young as you pos­
sibly can. Fill their 'minds with a holy prejudice in 
favour of Jesus· Christ if you can. I told the friends 
last night at prnyer meeting of the place where I 
s'tayed last week in Wheaton, Hlinois. I stayed in 
the home of ,some friends who had a little boy of 
whom I had heard, 'but whom I had never seen beflore. 

. This little chap had been taught to pray for sev·eral 

people, he' had beeri taught to pray for me each day; 
and two or three times a day he was in the habit of 
mentioning my name. He is now about" eight years 
of age. When I arrived ,he catp.e walking up ,to greet 
me, saying, "Yiou are gojng to stay with us". What 
a joy it was to be with tihalt ·little Christian hoy of 
only eight years of age! His father and mother said", 
"He wants to be baptized. He is trusting the Lor-d, 
and he wants to gOo to Jarvis Street to be baptized." 

Uttle children can be taught to 'P·ray. Little chil­
dren can be J.ed to Christ. Very early in the morning 
we can lead the littJ.e ones to the Saviour. And I 
remind you that this devil has no pity f.or little 
Clhildren. He is alway's busy. 

What did Albsalom do?' He intercepted those who 
were coming to the king for judgment. He stood <between 
the 'seeker . and !l:he source of wisdom. He s-topp~d 
him before he ,could get to the king. That is how the 
devil does. While I am preaching he will do his 
utmost to keep you from Ghrist. How often we say 
in this place, "Only come. No matter how you come, 
or why you come, if you will only come. . The Lord 
will settle all the rest O'f it"-

"Just ·a:s I am, -though tossed about 
\Vith many a conflict, many a doubt: 

Fightings and.,fears within, without, 
o Lamb Df God, I come." 

If you will only 'come, Christ will 'settle every.thing. 
Bring all your doubts and misgivings and all your 
perplexities, yes, and all your Darwinism, if you like, 
-come and lay them at the feet of Christ. But ,thi.s. 
devil of whom I speak will be sure to stand in your 
way and will endeavour to keep you back from getting 
to' the Kigg. . You remember how an illustrati'On of 
that principle was given in the case of the 'child. ·tha't 
wa's possessed of an evil spirit. The Uord Isaid,. "Bring 
him to me", and "as he was yet a coming, the devil 
threw him down, and tare him." If he can only keep 
people hack from Christ he will have accomplished . 
their destruction. . 

W'hat did Absalom do when thus he intercepted 
those whose faces were set toward the king? He flat­
tered them by saying, "See; thy matters are good and 
right; Ibut there is no. man deputed of the king to 
hear thee. And Absalom said, Oh that I were made 
judge in the land, that every man that 'hath any suit 
or cause might come unto me, and I would do him . 
justice." In effect he said, "You ·are all ·right. You 
are .. the finest man I have seen this morning. I am on 
your side." It -did not make any difference what the 
case was: everybody wa:s right. That is a palatable 
r-eligion, is it not? Whenever you go to 'Church and 
hear a prea'cher tell you that you are 'all right, let me 
warn you to be -careful. Let me tell you confi-dentially 
that 'you a're not all right. The fact is, you are all 
wrong. "All we like sheep have gone astray." The 
preacher who tells you that you are all right is not a 
man who is aoet·ing under divine commission. He has 
got his commission 'from someone eIse. I often tell 
you in this place that we are a pr-etty bad lot from 
this pulpit to the back pew, downstairs an'd upstairs . 
Our matters are n'Ot go~d: they are bad. They are 
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not right: they are wrong. - Weare all wrong; and 
we need the saving grace 'Of our God. . 

But the devil comes along and says, "I~ is all right 
now. Do not let that preacher disturb yo~. Y'ou are 
all right," Who 'does not want ·to be thought. right? 
I heard a man say once that the Roman Catholic 
religion is the religion of the nafural man. Evolution 
is' a religion of Ithe natural man, "Poor 'soul, you 
cannot help it", the ,evoluti'Onist says. ~I know a 
min~ster who gav·e an address in New York in which 
he 'said that there ~s a bi.t 'Of the tiger, of the lion, of 
the fish, of the 'crlO'codile, and a bit of the serpent in 
every one~ of 'Us, I confess I have met s'ome men 
whos'e 'Course se~ms to lend strong pr·obability ~o that 
.theory! Thus people are told that they ar·e not to 
he blamed for playing the brute and the beast. 

I think I told you ·of a compliment 'one of my former 
deacons once paid me. He was a fine man in many 
ways, but 'he 'Once came to me in great concern. He 
said, "Do -you know what the people say?" "NQ", I 
replied, "I do not. What do they 's'ay?" "They say 
that when they go to a certain church and hear the 
preacher preach, they come 'away walking on their 
high heels, -because the' prealcher hals told them that 
the worst of them is on the outside,and that they a're 

. a great ·deal 'better tha~ they' ~ppear, and that their 
intentions are much nobler than their actions. They 
come away Ifeding they are a good lot, and that they 

. are doing the best they can. That s'ets them ~p for 
a w,eek. Th·en'they go to another church"-and.these 
were two Baptist churches which I will not name­
"they go to another church, and they are told that 
every man 'is the captain .of his own soul. He is not 
a bankrupt· ·sinner. Everybody can well do whatev.er 
he like's. From there they ,come away feel-ing, I am a 
bit 'of a hero and I did not 'know it! And t.hey like it. 
But they say that when they come to Jarvis Str·eet,· 
they cannot sleep for a week"! 

I 

W ell, I dp 'not know whether that is tru.e,-but I 
hope 'it is.' Some of you here to-night ought to ,stay 
awake for more than a week; you ought never to 
dose your eyes until you have made things right with' 
God. 

"T'hy matters ar·e good and right, but there is no 
man deputed of the king to hear thee. Aibsalom said 
moreov·er, Oh that I were made judge in the land, 
that every man which hath any suit or cause might 
come unto me, and I will do him justice!' You are 
my concern, and if you wouM only come ;to me I 
would render a verdict in your £aV'our." Thus the 
devil promi·ses. Thus he leads men astray with hi~ 
fair persuasion. 

"With Absalom went two hundred men out of 
Jerusalem, that were called." The devil is calling 
through the daily press, ,through every magazine, 
through every m'Oving picture show, and thr.ough half 
the pulpits of the land. Absalom is ·caUing men­
and men 'are responding to his call. Weare going Qut 
into ,the open air in a few minutes, and there will. be 
hundreds of people out there who never go inside a 
chur·cth-never. They will hear the gospel out there, 
but they db not corne to church to hear it. If they are 
-saved they ·will come. But around in the c1"JOwd there 
will be people who will endea.vour before that service 

is over to destroy every word that is ·spoken. The 
devil will have his agents outside calling people. He 
has some inside this building as well. I do not kno'w 
who you are, and I dio not mean to say that you know 
you are his agents. Sometimes the devil uses God's 
saints; and I wiU tell you how he. does it.. Some of 
you llook interested, as though you really believed this 
goOspel, and are concerned ,for the salvation of souls; 
yet the moment we reach the most .critical hour illl the 
service, yoou will walk out. W.ell, if that is yourcapa­
,city you will have to go. But why do you not stand by 
and help us to call men to God? Why do you want 
to lead people away? 

III. 

Look now at Tin: ARMY OF Dupts. "And they wem: 
in their ,simplidty', an'd they knew not any thip.g." 
They were under t4e counsel 'of Professor Ahithophel ! 
-a hig man whose word was as the word of an oracle! 
And I suppose these two hundre,d men imagined that 
they were the intellectuals of Israel!' They were fol­
lowing the great AibsaIoom; they were up-to-date, 
modem to the last degree. And the. Bible, with a 
fine touch of irony says, "Look at them! Look at the 
poor dupes ! They go in their simpl'iCity, and they 
know not anything!" You could not find as muoh as 
that in a senteQ:ce Qutsi4e t~e Bible. 

Only simple people follow the devil. You say, "Is' 
that so?" . Yes, -that is SoO. Only 'people who are v·ery 
simpl.e, who are simple-minded, foll'Ow the -devil. Sub­
normal people! People who ·are a little bit insane! Do 
you know that si:n is a kind of moral insanity? If we 
were nightly balanced, if we-were what God planned 
we should be, there would be no ·one of us who would 
follow the devil for a minute. I mean by the term 
"normal", the Istandard tha.t God set for us. You ·say, 
"Surely you do not mean to s·ay that people who ar·e 
not religi'Ous are lacking in intelligence?" I have 
never been alble to unders-tan.d.how any man with his 
head put on right ~ould he an ·evol'utionist.. It takes 
a thou'sand'fold more creduli,ty to believe -these strange 
philosophies than it ·does to accept this magnifi'cent . 
statement, "In the lbeginning' God cr·eated.'~ My heart 
and inteUed can rest in that. 'When I have 'God, 
when I have p:os~tulated God" I can believe in all 
miracles. Nothing is impo'Ssible if once I have God. 
The man who 's'ays there is no God, or the man who 
would push God back so ,far that no one ·can ·find Him, 
and prate about "the divine immanence",~the man 
whoO talks that way is just "a little bit off", even 
though he 'be a DO'ctor of PhHosophy. He is going 
in his siJ11plicity, not knQwing ·anything. ManY'a man . 
and woman, into whose heart and' conscience a light, 
has shone from heaven,' but who can scarcely speH 

. his or her own name, has more real wisdom than can 
be found in the head's 'Of aU the members of many a 
university faculty. "In their !simplicity" they go "npt 
knovying anything." 

. You say, "That ,cannot 'be true. 'Dhey know some­
thing." I tell you, you know nothing. You know not 
the ·truth about anything, if you do not know Christ. 
"Oh", you say, "have' you n'ot seeri the great men 
looking through. the ;telescope, looking at the s,tars"­
no man can see the 'stars until he has seen Christ! 
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You say, "That is foolish". Very well, I wilol rest 
under the Imputation until He Who made the st,ars 
shall come, and you will find that I am right. You 
cannot see a lily until you know Christ. You cannot 
see anything in the light of truth until your eyes have 
been opened to behold Him Who 'is the Truth. Until 
then you go i'n your s,implicity, .and you do not know 
anything-not a thing. 

"Heaven above is softer 'blue, 
Earth around Is sweeter green 1 

Something lives in eV"ry .hue 
. ·Christless eyes have never seen: 

Birds with gladder songs 'O'erflow, 
. Flowers with deeper beauties shine, 

Si11lCe I know, as now I mow, 
I ·am His, and He is mine.'~ 

They did not know two or three' things spocifioal[y. 
They did not know that in leaving Jerusalem they were 
leaving the sacrifice and the blood behind them, and the 
mercy seat of whkh God said, "There will I meet with 
thee." Turn your back upon the Bible; turn your' 
back Uipon. the cross of Chri511:; turn your oolck upon 
the Mercy-~eat, and you are moving away from the 
only place where a sinner Ican be saved. Y.ou are 
going in the wrong directron, and you:"know not any-

. thing". 

They' did not know that they were going to certain 
disaster. "Why", they said, ".A:bsalom C3JIJ.not fail. 
Surely 'such a leader as that can never fail." But vou 
remember when the battle was set in array, and 
Absalom wa's gaUopingon his mule through the wood 
of Ephraim, 'and his glorious locks were flowing in 
the wind, as he passed under ·the Low 'bqws of an oak 
the lock.s 'of his head caught in the branches, and the 
mule under him went away; there he wa.s suspended 
by his glori-ous hair. Somebody' came and told JOalb, 
and JOalb said, "And, behold, thou sa'West him, and 
why didst thou nrot smite him the're to the ground? 
and I wouId have given thee ten shekels of silver 
and a girdle. And the man said unto Joah, Though 
I should receive a thousand shekels o,f silver in mine 
h'and, yet woul'd I not put forth mine hand against 
the king's son: for in 'Our. hearing the king ·charged 
thee and .A!bis~ai' and Ittai, saying, Beware that none 
touch the young man Absalom. Otherwise I should 
have wrought falsehood against mine own life: for 
there is no matter hid from the king, and thou thyself 
wouldest have set thyself against me. Then said 
J.oab, I may not tarry thus with thee. And he took 
three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the 
'heart of Abs'alom, while he was yet alive in the midst 
of the oak." And Absalom aied, and the wood of 
Ephraim that day swallowed up twenty ,thousand men 
who ·dJed as rebelS' against the Lord's anointed, and 
among them two ihundred men who had gone in their 
simplicity, not kn'Owing anything. There they go 1 . 

Some young man, when I have got through' this 
evening, s~tting down there, or up in the gallery, I 
do not know where he is, perhaps with a young ,lady 
beside hrim-w'hen the ·service is ov·er~he.is a polite 
gentleman; lie .will not say. anything indoors, but 

going up the street he will say, "Is it not astoni~hing 
that in this day of enlightenment there remains a man 
who would talk like that 1 1'5 it not extraordinary I" 
And he will gO in his ~imlplicity, not knOlwing ~ny 
thing 1 

The great Robert Hall was a marvellous preacher, 
a veryel'oquent preacher. Sometimes he spread his 
.wings and soared into the seventh heavens, and car-

. ried his congregation with him; 'but sometimes he 
condescended to the mostc.ommon phras·es and to 
the most homely illustrations, although usually he 
was ,the reverse of that. He knew his classic'S; he 
cl?uld find his illustrations !from the pages of ancien.t 
hIstory; he could talk to men who were a:t home in 
the world of literature-and sometimes he did. There 
was. 'a. lady who waited on. his ministry. She was a 
ChnstIan woman, and had been wonderfully blessed 
under Mr. Hall's ministry.· This woman had a son 
who was n?t a Christian, and he was a very fastidious 
young gentleman. He abhorred anything coarse. He 
wanted things on the highest possible intellectual 
plane. 

His mother knew how critical he ':Vas of preachers. 
After much prayer she ventured t.o invite him to go 
to hear the great preacher, and he condescended to 
accompany her. So they came where tpe great throng 
assembled, and all the time this good woman prayed 
that the Lord would lead' Mr. Hall on this occasion 

'd " to avol' anything that was approaching ,coarseness. 
She hoped that this would be one of his high nights, 
when he would take them all ahove the things of earth. 

There were a few fl'ights of oratory; he 'soared away 
toward heaven and then came down to ~arth again. 
Then he paused for a minute and said something like 
this: "Last we-ek I was ,going along a street 'and saw 
a man who was tryip.'g to drive a lot.of 'pigs-(the i·dea 
of a oman's talking about pigs in the pulpit 1 Horrible 1 
The very suggestion was shocking 1 But the gr~at 
preache~ went.on,)-I saw a man trying to ,drive a 
lot 'of pIgS, 'and they would not 'be- driven. They all 
~anted to go in the wrong direction. Then he gave 
It up. He went around the 'side and went ahead of 
them, spr.inkling some corn on ,the street. He walked 
along -the street sprinkling the 'corn as he went and 
the pigs f,ollowed him. On he went until he ca~e to 
a place. where there were two wide gates open; he 
,,:alked m through the gates-and all the pigs followed 
hIm after-the corn. .A:fter he h~,d got inside the gates 
and. the pi'gs had got in too, the great gates closed 
behmd them. I looked up and found that it was a 
slaughter-house: they had 'gone to their death. And" 
s'a:id the. p:eac~er, "that is just wnat you are doing: 
The dev!l IS gomg ahead 'of you throwing down a few 
kernels of corn, and you are following to your own 
destruction." . . 

As the minister finished his story this poor woman 
bowed her head in shame saying to herseIf "He will 
nevercome.again. He will never come again." As 
they left the c~ur,ch 'she turned to her 'son and' said 
"I am sorry that Dr. Han descended to the use of that 
vul'gar story this evening.'" T'he ·son. replied, "To 
what do you 'refer, mother?" "The story of the pigs." 
The young man was silent a ·moment then ·said 
"Please do not apologize for that, for th~t is exactl; 
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what I have bee'n, one of the devil's swine ~on the way dcular with applications of these 'axibms in the lives 
to destruction. God used that horrible story to' open of Christians. These last two ·sayings, however, state 
my eyes, mo~her .. I have·turn~d right-about-face, and particular principles. . . 
I have received Christ." The first of the last two sayings o.ccurs in II Tim. 

That is the picture, "With .Nbs'alom went two hun- 2':11. There we have an array of parallels: "dead 
dred men out of Jerusalem, that were ·called; and they . . . live"; "suffer . . . reign"; "deny him . . . 
went in -their simplicity, and they knew not .any deny -us"; "believe not . . . abideth faith·ful." 
thing." . _ '. What do they mean? They refer to' epochal events 

I beg of you to turn to Him of ;the wounded hands, . in the believer's 1i£.~" The Pauline epistles· give abun­
and a voice still more p.ersua:sive, Who has within dant evidence that the teaching here is no d~parture 
His gift eternal life, and Who pledges you 'by the word from the earlier truths of Paul's writings. The early 
of. God tv at ·cannot lie that you shall never peri-sh, church believed on the basis of the Apostle's teaching, 
neither shall any man pluck you out of His hand. that every one horn of the Spirit was identified with 

o Spirit of God, seal Thy truth, we pray Thee, upop Ghrist at Calvary. And further, that this' death with 
heart and _conscience. FOl'lbid that the enemy should Christ was repres-entative, just as His Ibearing our 
catch away the Word that is sown in human 'hearts sins was. But there was another truth, another death; 
to~night. Cons-train men to· come whole-heartedly to the death to sel.£, the daily dying of which the Apostle 
the Saviour. May this he a night of salvation, for speaks in another place. A most remarkabl~ reference 
Jesus Christ'-s sake, Amen. .to the death with Chris,t at Calvary is found in Gala-

FOUR FAITHFUL SAYINGS. 
(Continued from page 4.) 

name. The text itself helps but little. Taking verse 
eight of the fourth chapter of First Timothy as the 
faithful saying, and verse ten. as an explanation or 
expansion of the saying, we arrive at some und'er- . 
standing of the text.' In the light of Paul's opposition 
to the purely physical, tq.at whi'ch focused its ho.pes 
arid joys on this life only, we find supporting proof 
for our ,choice of the eighth verse as the faithful 
S'aying. ' 

To think that with all the opportunity 'of witneS'sing 
Greek games and sports at their best, both at Tarsus 
and at Antioch, the"Apostle could dare to pronounce 
the attitude of the early church in this bold fashion: 
"Bodily exercise pwfiteth little: but godliness i's 
profiable unto all things, having promise of, the life 
that now is, and of that which is to come." . 

Here we fip.d that piercing truth of the New Testa­
ment revelation, that Christianity is something spirit­
ual. The Revised Version rendering of the passage, 
"pr'ofiteth for a little" does nO.t change the cardinal 
meaning that the Gos.pel promises hope for this 'life 
and for that which is to come. Christian truth, which 
alone can produce genuine godlinesS', deals with the 
things that are unseen and eternal. Not 'that exercise 
of th~e body is -essentially sinful-it profits for a. little 
while, and is profitable to some extent. But Christian­
ity has no patience with that which is merely material 
or physical. No, it promiseS' something more, hope in 
this life and in that to come., And what a remarkable 
gift of the Gospel! The Hellenistic culture, prevalent 
in the Apostle's day, gave little hope for th,is' life, let 
alone fo.r the future life. But Christians have hope in 
this life, which would be felicity enough; 'but to have 
the promise "of that which is to come", how bli's's.full 
"If in this life only we have hope in Clirist, we are 
of all men most misera'ble." The Saviour.'s presence 
was promised by Himself-:-"to the end of the age", 
and the Apostle implies that omniprescence in this 
second saying. It ,reflects',' then, another .essential of' 
th~ Gospel, its, spirituality, and its hope for all time. 

From these principles which are presuppositions of 
the faith, we come to the sayings which deal in par-

tians 2 :20, where there is also a hint of this daily 
dying. What then? Why, simply that "if we be dead 
with him, we shall also live with him". The Christian 
has life, only because of the death of Christ; and that 
life is eternal, the promise of whid~ was given in the 
second saying. 

But there is another aspect of the believer's life. 
His walk begins when' the effects of the Atonement 
are' applied 'by the Spirit, but it does not end there. 
He suffers. But he shall reign, if he suffer. The light 
affliction works a far' more exceeding weight of glory, 

. because it is given to us- not only "to believe on him, 
but -also to suffer for his sake~'. -

Still another phase of the life of the heliever appears 
in this third saying. It is one which discourages us 
when we look at it; 'one which we do not like to dis­
dose. When we deny Him, He denies us the privilege 
of fellowship. Our only recourse is to the cleansing 
blood. The denial does not affect our sure safety in 
Him, but it does temporarily affect our walk. Our 
salvation is secure, but our witness and our reward 
are marred. 

How comforting the last parallel! If we are faith­
less in our service, if we are unfaithful, He is ·ever 
faithful, unchanging. The verse does not mean that 
we have the unchanging ministry of the High Priest, 
if we are "unbelievers". The promise is -to rbelieveI1l 
only. With the ~early-church and with the church 
to-day, it is true that though its members become. 
unfaithful, yet He exercises all the offices of His 
heav-enly ministry-High Priest, Advocate, Inter­
cessor. He abideth, continues, forever faithful! All 
because He -cannot be what H~ is not; His nature 
demands .that He be ever the same. 

This third saying deals' with the progressive life 
of the believer in all its :varied phases, and it links 
with the preceding two sayings. 

The Apostle, veteran in ·the faith,· sounds -one of 
the tenets of the early church in the last faithful saying. 
"This is a faithful saying, ·and these things I will that 
thou affirm constantly, that they which have 'believed 
in God might be careful to maintain good works. 
These things are good and profitable unto men." . 

Fearful lest the followers of the Lord fall into the 
disastrous error of unduly stressing sovereign grace, 
he admonishes. the cultivation of good works. How 
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many since his time would have been' spared the 
ravages of perverted doctrine, if the ·corr·ect order of 
grace and works were kept! "Those who believed in 
God, manifestly had something done for them. It 
was unconditional grace ,which sought them. out, 
which ·chose them; but that sa>me grace ordained that 
they were to walk in the ways of" good works. Hence 
the timely warning of the inspired writer to "main­
tain good works." And the mailltenance must be with 
aU 'care! Here then, is a fitting conclusion to the life 
of the believer. He is to recognize that his good 

works are 'but the spiritual outworking o'f the initial 
work of r·egeneration. 

A truly simple array o.f sayings, dealing with -the 
truths of the Gospel. The first, enunciating the d'ivine 
purpose of the Saviour's mission; the 'second, the 
spiritual nature of the Gospel; and the last two say­
ings treating of the walk and cond~ct of the believer, 
because of the primacy of the doctrines 'of the Gospel 
set forth in the first two sayings. 

Let the church ever maintain these as 'basic in her 
teaching, and profitable in her life. 

~bt Itntou .apti~t mitnt~{) 
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Communicatitms lor tIMe depcwt7Jt.Mt special ap;peal is nOlW ibeing made [·or boat has Ibeen changed and I go 'by the 
should be flddre88ec1 direct to W. Gorcfon funds to erect their building. It is a "Ebani", instead of the "Egori". 
Brow1/" Boz 602, Onm.g.wle, OtItario. worthy cause, and I am sure that the "Mr. and Mtis. Jones have 'been so 

, • .,. • Regular Baptists everyiWhere desire to kind. I They took me for a long car dTive 
HOLIDAY OBSERVATIONS. taJke ;part in provid'ing the necessary around the city tonight and we are just 

During my ·holidays I had the pleasure build-ing to carryon the work .. At the back." 
of visiting four of the churches recently evening 'service .Mr, St. J8Imes gave an "This ·afternon, I. did most of my 
estaJblished in connection with our Union. account·of his twenty years' miJllistry in shopping and spent some tiime trying 
On Sunday, June 30·th, the day bei~re Montreal, and it was ·a ·ve·ry intel"esting on hel'mets--hat hunting haa nothing on 
the holidlay, I visited Trenton and Belle- account.O!f the w~rk done in the name helmet hunting. I chose one that looks 
ville ChuTches. I attended the morning of ·our ·Lord in a very difficult field. like 'a policeman's helmet. I als'o got 
servi'c·e at Tire·nton 8IDd the ·aftern~on . It was a ire·al pleasUil"e to meet with mosquito 'boots~ deck chair, small mos­
service' at ,BelleJVli.lle. These two churche's all these ,ohurches and fellOlWsohip w,ith quito net and ·one air tight steel,. bO'X, 
are under the able leadership of Rev. those WIho had established the·se new aJbsolutely air and ant proof. Most of 
H. E. Buchner. ,I found in iboth places fields because of their convictions' re- my cases are ord'inary wood or fi,bre and 
a fine spir.i-t ipe·rvading the people and garddng truth. ' I thought I had ibetter have one case in 
excellent work ·has ,be,en done, and I ·be- (·Signed.) Thos. Urquhart. which to store thing.!! I will want to 
Heve the Lord is going to ,bless the work. * * * ke·ep." . 
Both these churches ·are carrying ·on the ON THE WAY TO LIBERIA. An excerpt from anotheir 1'etter .tells 
work under difficult conditions as they A volume of prayer has 'been asce.nd- of heir visit· to the Mission of Lepers. 
hav-e no church ibuilding and worship in ing for Mrs. H. L. Davey ;who is proceed- In view of Mr. Dav~'s appeal and the 
rented ·haHs. ,Shall we not pray that ing to Grand Bassa, Li,beria, where she !prompt response whi~h came :£rom the 
the Lordi 'may speedily open the way ib d h R L Women's Missionary Society of Regular 
so that :both theseehurches Illlay secure will j,oin hell" huS! an , t e ev. H. . Baptists of Canad'a, the O!ffke had! writ­
proper place·s- f,or carrying on their Davey, and begin her missionary work ten to the London, EngIand, odlfice of the 
work? I had the ·priwlege of s/peaking among the BllISSa people. Mission telling of Mrs. Davey"SI proposed 
in 'both !place·s ,and' ,enj,oyed meeting the Mrs. Davey s'ailed from Montrea;l on visit and her d-esire to get instruction re-
friends vel"Y, very much.' the S.S. LetitIa on July .12th and ,reached garding the latest treatment, etc.,. and 

On .sunday, Ju~y 7.th, I visited. the Liverpool, England, on July 19th. this is her l'Ieipo.rt:-
'church recently esta'blished at Verdun, To the glory of. our 'God is the story "I found the Mis'sion to Lepers with-
a s.ulbur.b ~f M·ontreal, at the morning of her trip to EngIand and a record of out mueh dfuf!ficulty and they had re­
service. This church is ma,king rapd~ answere<t prayer. 'ceived! your letter, and procured a quan­
progress under the leadership ~'f Re:v. For the first time, Mrs. Dav:ey crossed tity of the new leper treatment called 

"'Mr. Leggett. The .pastor was Btway ~n the Atlantic without becoming a victim 'Apepol' for me, enough to 1as-t for some 
his holid·ays, and IBn excelIent mes·sage of sea-sickness and she says, "all along time and they .are· ·aJso send~ng on to me 
was delivered by a layman whose name the way I have been dooply conscious a special syringe,. The medicine ds given 
I do not rememlber. This church is' at that your dear f·olik at home were con- by the intra-muscu'lar method and I 
present worshipping in a s·tore Ibudlddng stantly remembering me 'at the Throne also ·oIbtadnedl a ,good deal m ,information. 
but have already lPurchased an exceUent and your prayers aTe answered a hun- I am so gl.ad I was ·able. to visit them. 
site for a Cthurch ·and .are expecmng to dred times a day in so many countless They refus'ed to take any ,money for 
proceed with their /building at 'an early ways', for every step of the way has the medicine or syringe saying that there 
date. This suburh ·of M.ontreal .is grow- been so easy and everyone has been most was a speci,al fund which provided the 
ing very rapidly, and I look forward to kind ·and .helpfut I tl"uly have l'acked new treatment to m1issionaries who were 
seeing' a strong, vigor·ous' ,church est8lb- no good thing." inte·rested and .not only this, ,but I was 
liished. In the ·eve:ning I visated the -Hi- Kind friends met Mrs. Davey at Liveil"- told that .aU. the med-icine we req.uired 
lingual Church, of which Re·v. Arthur ·pool·and attended to aU hell" baggage and for our leper wo.rk would be provided 
St. James. is pastor. A.ll ·our readers entertained h'ero while t;he·re and! she free as long as the fund exiSlted. We 
are aware of the manner in whieh Gr8lDde was alble to com.plete purchase8' of outfit have" only to keeip in touch with them. ' 
Ligne Mission excluded Mr. St. James and vi slit the ,Mission. to the Lepers in They were so cou,rteous and kind 'and so 
from .St. Paul's Billingual ,Church. It London iIi. the three days that weire at deeply interested in ·our new 'Work. Again 
was a pleasure to wsit the new wOl'k her disposal in England. , I·have to thank God for all Hi!! gracious 
which has· been est8lblished. This 'Work On JuLy 23r.d, Mrs. Davey writes-- care and leading these days." 
is alw at present :being carried ,on in a "The time is coming near for me once Mrs. Davey is possibly nO'W in the 
store lbuiild-ing, ibut they have ipur- more to g·o out on the l'Iplling deep. To- neighborho~d of the Canary IsI'Bncm, hav- I 

chased a site f~r a new build·ing and a I morrow I leave and, by the way, the ing covered the ,greater part af her jour-
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ney and we are sure that when the stO'l'Y "Keep praying" is the request of out: 
of this long and tedious. voyage comes missionaries. We 'Will not fail them 
to us that it too, will ring with the s'ame surely. 
trium'Phant note--"His loving kindiness * * * 
is 'before ()ur eyes and nothing can hap- . ROUYN -NORANDA. 
pen to us without His pe'l"IDisslion, He The Lordi has burdened hearts' for the 
knlm's and He cares and trials come only work carned on by the Wellington 
that we may know Him Ibetter." Brothers in the mining to'WllSl of Rouyn 

* ": * and! Noranda, Ibut we believe that there 
A LETTER FROM BROTHER· LEWIS. are many others w.ho wiLl accept this 

Grand' Bas'sa, privilege of interces·sion when the need 
c/o Bank of is known. T·he difficulty of working in 

British West Afdea. mining towns is ;gener.ally, well known, 
. Republic of Uberia, but ·there are special difiiculties facing 

June 21st, 1929. the missionaries in this new northern 
Dear Brother Atkinson: . district. In addition to the hardness of 

The sad! news of the cable came as' a hearts, the inro,ads Bolshevism has' made, 
terrilble shock.' For a while I felt as if and to some extent the transient popula­
I should be usef,ul for nothing, ibut the tion, thel'e are real -and serious p.hysical 
Lord has not failed in His comforts.. I discomforts. Black fl,ies and ·mosquitos 
·appreciate your sending ,the cable S'O make dt a Iburdlen for even seasoned men 
that I could get the news swiftly and I to carryon. Forest fires are raging and 
know that your praye:rs and sympathy at th!! present time e,ven ·the closh).g of 
have ,beim going out toward me. It underground work in some sections is 
seems so hard :l)or the dear little lad to contemplated. Let all these thing-s. be­
die. without his father :being near to come a matter of defi·niate pray>er that 
comfort Mm, Ibut, thank ·God, his mother' these young men may ibe kept physically 
was 'by his side. How strange it seems and spiritually that they Illlay "buy up 
that this blow should! coone when we have the opportunities" and ,lead men and 
praced aU on the altar for the Lord. I women to 'the Lordi J es'lls . Ch:rist. 
am terribly a'ILXious for my dear wife, . * * * 
as she tries to bear 'all the grief 'and 
burden and! expense of ·this blow and I CHATHAM. 
greatly fear lest it might bring a re- 'We are glad to·ihear ·of .another SipJen­
lapse becaus:e. of her previous break- did d1ay in 'Chatham on Sunday, July 
d()I\Vn and undo the ·necovery !3.hat sh.e has 21st. Fiv·e young men who were in the 
made. ,I am trying to commit all in coil.- orchestra ·of the Parliaanent St. Mission, 
fidence to my 40rd "8Il1d d1are to ibelieve Toronto, as'sisted the Rev. W. N. Charl'­
that some,hOlW a11 will be for the best. ton and a s·plendid open air meeting was 
I only pray that God will sanctify this held. Sever'al hundred must have heard 
trial . to our greater spiritUal' develop- the Gospel message.. Hotel gu·ests were 
ment. . . . listening from the Hotel wind/ow-s, and 
. At the' same time as the calbl~am the firemen, 'more than· half a ,block 
bringing .the sad neIWS came, another away, stood in front of the fire-hall and 
cablegram arrived that was ·a marvel- heard every word. 
lous answer to prayer. We we:re badly * *. * 

MIMICO. in ne'ed of funds, having had' to borrlm' 
forty pounds from the Mis·si·on for our' 
pe;rsonal expense while waiti'ng for the The serVices at ·the Immanuel Baptist 
allo-wances and this bOllg'h-t .us down to Church, Mimico, well"e taken on Sundlay, 
a:lanost the last cent, with bills to' . pay August 3rd, !by Mr. John Taylor of Jar­
and worlcmen murmiUring 'at the deTay. vis Street B-8lPt4st Ch.u;rch, T'oronto, and 
We were ,going to put back the forty it is expected that Mr. Taylor will con­
pounds when we cashed the s,ixty,pounds tinue to serve the·re for the month of 
allowance. draft, )bu·t were told! that it August 'at feast. 
must 'be sent back to Lon:d1on and at Mr. J'OIhn: Knight,. who has ,been in 
least a m'onth would elapse befoTe we charge of the Mianico 'W'O'l'k for the past 
could cash it. We were ;in de'spaii: and month. or so, was greatly.appreciated by 
then Hke a ,thunde,rlbolt from Jb.eave·n the frIends there, and WIll ¥ follOlWed 
caane the cable for one hund'l"ed pounds ,by ·their prayers as he enter,s the larger 
which met every need 'and allowed for. tield of service in J'amaica. 
future comp1etemeIit of the Station. * * * 

Mr. Davey is well undemvay with ibis 
house and w.e are t~sting out the relative 
cos,ts 'and val'ues of two different .kind-s 
of buildings for future guidance. . 

Keep pray;i·ng .. We are 'steadily sow­
ing the seed knowing that those who 
sow in te'ars, Slhall daulbtless' come with 
rejoicing :bringing their sheaves, with 
the'm. 

The Lord! 'be with YO'1l. 
Yours and His, 

Alfred J. Lewis. 
It must ,be rememlb9ll'ed 'that when Mr. 

Lewis wrote the 'above letter he had not 
received details of the sad accident that 
robbed his little son, HO'W'ard, ·of his Hfe. 
Tihe very )brieifness 0"£ 'the clllblegram 
W0'1l1d be an added trial, but the God of 
all Comorl is sustaining and s,trength­
ening these children rif His·. 

HARTFORD. ' 
At a busineSos meeting of the Hart­

f·ord B'aptist Church hel'don Wed·nesday 
evening, July 31st, it was decided by 
vote to withdraw from the Baptis,t Con­
vention ·of Dntario and. Quebec and. link 
up with the Union of ReguLar Baptist 
Churches' of Dntario and Quelbec. 

This news comes to ,us from the Church 
Clerk, E. Hayes'. . 

The Ch.urches of the Union wdll wel­
eonie this sister chu.rch into the felll()w~ 
ship :which pu:r;poses to stand uncom­
promisingly for the Word which Holy 
men w:rote 'as' the· .Spirit .gave them 
littennce. 

* * *. 
"Folks wants you to prove die truf but 

d~ll swaller a lie on heah-say."-Sel. 

• 
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MICHIGAN NOTES. 
'By Rev_ C. R. Peterson. 

GRAND HAVEN. 
Grand Haven is a beautiful resort city 

of about 10,000 population 'situated on 
the shore of l!.ake Michigan. As ~uch it 
has the usual church problems of a re­
sort town. Dur Baptist work is not very 
strong here, and as a consequence the 
financial problem is a serious ·one .. How· 
ever, they have a beautiful edifice, well 
·situated. Pastor R. E. Moss, who has 
been on the field nearly five years, is 
d·oing a good work here. HiSo preaching 
is both expository 'and evangelistic,-a 
happy combination. Several are ready 
for baptism. The services are well a.t­
tended, especially the prayer meeting. 
Pastor .Moss also has a country appoint­
ment near Denison, where he preaches 
Sunday afternoons, and holdB a Bible­
study class Tuesday e·venings. In ad­
dition to these regular services, he con­
!iucts shop-meetings every week, as· well 
as a weekly jail service. ,There have 
been many profess conversion at the 
jail .meetings. The church believes In 
the Scriptural method of finances, 
hence does I not' res·ort . to suppers ·or 
sales, nor any other worldly methodls of 
iraisi~,g money. Frequent Bible con­
ferences are held, and, naturally, the 
'church is· stro~ly premillenniaI. 

* *. * * 
WEALTHY ST., GRAND RAPIDS. 
Wealthy Street Church is making 

s"Ome interior changes. A pipe organ is 
to be instaNed. and the choir loft is to 
be changed to a position back of the 
platform. Then the baptistry is to ,be 
'elevated back ()f the pulpit. These 
changes wiU greatly add to the con­
venience of the auditorium. Pas,tor. 
Dliver W. Van o.sde~, D.D., LL.D., has 
ministered to this church for many years, 
and is still "going strong". He is the 
most loved, and the most hated man in 
the Baptist ministry in the sta.te,-loved . 
by all who love the truth, and hated ·by 
most of th.ose who how to the ecclesias'­
tica'l machine. Because of his defence 
of the faith once delivered to the saints, 
he has frequently been charged with 
having a domineering spirit. Nothing 
is farther from the truth. He is kindly 
in spirit, sympa.thetic towards the young 
preacher, and uns·elfish in his endeavor 
to help wherever help is needed. He is 
one of the Trustees of Des Moines Uni­
versity, and has' great faith in the future 
of this institution. Four we're baptized 
into ,the fellowship of this church. on a 
recent Sund·ay. Dn Sunday, July 28th, 
Dr. Wm. A. Matthews, president of the 
Baptist TheO'logical Seminary, of Los', 
Angeles, 'Cal., preached at !both services. 

* * 
OKLAHOMO. 

Dr. C. P. Stealey, editor of The 
Baptist Trumpet, and now pastor 'also 
of the Hudson Ave. Baptist Church, 
:Dklahoma City, a'church organized under 
his leadership, on June 30th, had the 
great joy of opening their ,building, with 
a membership increased from seventeen 
to sixty-seven in 'less than three months, 
with a Sunday School rising from thir­
teen to one hundred and two, and with' . 
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an offering that day totaJl:ling $2,500, 
not to mention another offering. of $35 
for :the co-operative work of Baptist&-. 

... ... ... ... 

THE FRENCH BIBLE MISSION. 

if we all work hard the church will win 
the victory over evil and make the earth 
a good and pleasant land where wicked. 
ness will no longer spoil men and women. 
The church will win this victory because 
of God's' help and blessing. Will you 
give the church your 'best?" • 

where Harvesters ;of ·Souls can··be pres­
sed into service.-God:. give us 'Men'!" ... ... ... ... 

LAUDING HERESY! 
A rece·nt repor.f in the newspa.peTS of 

the ,gradu/ating exercises ·of Moulton 
CdLlege told how Rev. W. A. Cameron, 
t:p.e popular 'minI,ster of Yorkminster 
B8Ipmst Chu:OOh, wislhed thegr>aduates, 
for their spiritual betterment, doubt, 
temptation 8lIldi failure. Now we aU rec­
ognlize tne truth that success·Clan ,only be 
achieved by overcom.ing obstacles; !but 
never.thele,ss we never pt'ay for do;wbt, 
temptation or failm'e for anyone. We 
do pray, "Lead us not into temptation"; 
we do pray fo!l." that eXiperience of Paul's, 
When he said that God "allWaySi causebh 
us to triuInlPh in Christ"; we do !pray for 
the ,faith of 'God, in which there never 
can be any doubt. To encourage young 
people to doulblt God and! His Word, is to 
enCOUl"age weeds in the Ir8rden of the 

Seven years ago, Modernist tendeillcies 
appeared in the Union ·of French speak­
ing Baptist 'Churches, so twelve churelles 
were induced to organize separately. 
Withdrawal of aU financial support 'by 
the MissIon Board of the Northern Con­
vention immediately sanctioned a con­
scientious s-tep, which had been taken 
with due caution and charity. Dire de­
privation and heart-rending handicap 
followed. Thus divinely trained, our 
membership grew unUl\ualIy spiritual, 
earnest and efficient, whilst doctrinal 
unity f·ostered a rare spirit of brotherly 
love, trust and disinterestedness. Since 
1923 our membership has increased 
more than 20%. If you ,bear in mind 
that the main part of our Assem1blies 
are in a Catholic country, that Protestan-

God has used. churches, it is true; the 
New TestamEmt tells us of no other 
divinely estaiblished institution for God's 
work in this age. But when "the 
victory' over evil" is' won, it will be 
Christ, not the church, who win win it. 

How useless to teach a Sunday school 
class of pious nothings which purport 
to :be what the les'son teaches! In the 
old days the purpose of the Sunday 
School was to win the scholars to 
Christ. But ,this lesson 'leaflet does 
not even mention Him now. Should 
we "drop J esu's" from any lesson? If 
we do, we have failed of the divine pur­
pose of our teaching. 

Lord .. He is not a good adviser who can 
say with Mr. Cameron, "I hope that 
soone day a wi,se .man may ,give us 18. book 
on 'Function of Heresy in the Advance­
ment of Manikind'." Our e~perien'Ce !has 
been that MeM'8ster students have' us­
ually :been told that dioubt is normal to 
the "ad1olescerit, .and iInlPlicit m'ith, aIb­
no;rmal. ,Some .men ha.ve ·passed through 

... ... ... ... 

tism d-oes not like nor receive us, you GIVING. 
will realize that a great work has :been Le Lien Fraternal, the organ of the 
done, knowing that our financial means Evangelical Association of French 
are very Hmited. We humbly give glory speaking. Baptist -Churches, whose ra­
and thanks .to the One Who "is able." presentative, Rev. Robert Dll'barry, 

Throu-gh fine· sacrifice, our church visited America a year or two ago, ,give·s 
life has lbecome practically s'elf-support- a charming ,story about giving: We 
ing. But we cannot face alone the con- think it worth repeating. . 
sider8lble needs of the fields in which Many people say: If we were rich, 
we pursue our activities'; the important we would .give much for the Lord. But 
developments are s·et before us, but it is always e-asy liberally to dispose in 
bring with them 'expenses that we could words of that which is not ours'. A fine 
not afford. missionary illustrated this truth as fol-

To secure outside co-operation our lows: 
beloved President, Pasteur Robert Du- A man one. day asked his neighbour: 
barry has been repeatedly deputed ;1;0 "~f yo~ had a hundred sheep, would .you 
America and has unselfishly devoted' gIve fIfty of them for the work of the 
himseif to his exacting task. A .break- Lord'?" 
down having followed his contact with "Yes, certainly." 

. those many American' friends' to whom "Would you do the s'ame if you· had 
he has surely endeare'd himself was one hundred cows?" 
s·omewhat relaxed thereby. As, he 'WOUld "Certainly, I would." 
certainly ·be cheered .by news of con- "And if you had a hundred horses 
tinued . interest from overse-as, we ven- would you make the same distribution?" 
ture to remind Gospel Witness readers "Assuredly yes." 
that his addTess is 9 Bened~ctins, "And if you had two pigs would you 
Nimes, France. Our French Bible Mis ... give one for the cause of the Lord?" 
sio!l is, we dar~ .say, the m~!lt b.iblical, "No, I would not do so a~d you have 
rebaJble. and effICIent eyangehc.al lDstru- no right to put such a question to me 
ment m our countrles.-(Slgnedl) G. when you know that I have two pigs." 
Guyot. It is infinitely easier to say that you 

... ... ... ... will Kive fifty horses when you have 
'A CHRISTIAN LESSON LEAFLET! none, than. to. s·ay that you will give a 

pig, whIch represents half ·of what you 
really have at your disposal. Neverthe­
le'ss, it is the' fact of giving something 
which belongs to ·our absolute necessi­
ties, which counts far more than the in­
tention of giving from our abundance. 

... ... ... 
EBENEZER. 

pe,riods of doubt, .and 'come ·out with a 
strengthened, rather than with a we·ak­
ened faith; ibut we th!ink it better so to 
have held on to ·Christ, ·or rather to ibe 
held .by' Christ, that the mble ever ·has 
been and! wdll ibe f'or us' the Word of God; ... ... ... ... 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 
The COITuuJ.ian Baptist for June 13th 

gives a report of the clQsing exercises of 
Crozier Theologi<;al Seminary. The re­
p:ort is siogned! by Professor I. G. Mat­
thews, and tells .of ·the 'address .of grad­
uation being .given by Dean Shailer 
Mathews. Editor Kipp is certa-iDly' 
keeping fine eOIIII!pany. ];f he does not 
want common sense folks to cl'8sS him. in 
with these modernists of tlhe most ex­
tre·me school, he ·ought to remembe;r the 
Scotch proverr!b .that if 'a ibliackibird flies 
with the cr.ows, it is likely to Ibe slhot! ... ... .... ... 
... A POOR SUBSTITUTE! 
We were glad to read! a IIlEllWsplllper-re­

port telling how the Northern BlllptiSit 
Convention officiala hlad been :tio,rced, 1>e­
clliuse of 'Strong protest, to remove the 
Methodist .Bishop, HI.". McConnelq, from 
their pro'gI."amme, ibecause of his openly 
avowed modernistic -aJttitude, if not be­
cause ·of his association with the so-called 
Federation of Churches of Christ in Am­
erica, an organization which is seeking to 
throttle evangelism .on this contine-nt. But 
what was our disappointment when we 
discovered that the suibstttu:teon the 

A friend gave us a copy of "The Les­
son Leaflet" for July 21st, issued by the. 
United Church Publishing House, To­
ronto. The lesson is on "Ezekiel's 
Vision pf Hope"; and the Golden Text Is 
Isaiah !i.:7, "Of the increase of his' gov­
ernment and! peace there shall be no 
·end." We have looked through this "ex­
position" and have read ·about "God's 

. house", "the chu'l."'ch", and: such like, but 
we have failed to find even one direct 
reference to· Ch'l."'ist! Now remember 
that the Golden Text speaks of "His 
.government'; 'Listen to these closing 
sentences from the exposition: 

Four Qf tthe 'SomalI Sunday .Schoolo! prOgl."aIIllllle was Dr. Avery A. ~aw! We' 
Ebenezer (Mr. J. FullaTd, Pastor), hlWe have heard of robbing Peter·to .pay Paul, 

"Ezekiel's vision is for our encourage­
ment, too. No other institution has 
brought so much blessing to the world 
as the church .. Everywhere it makes 
for he-alth and strength and good 
living. Evil is banished· and wrongs 
righted. There is much to do yet, but 

recently ·accepted 'C.hriSlt. . but this was· l"obbing OIl-e apostle of 
... ... ... ;atan to rpay another advocate oaf Modern­

"BABY CHRISTIANS;" 
One of our 'SeminSry students writes 

something which we think should be 
passed on. He says': "I am convinced 
that there never will be a revival in 
the church of God! until "Baby Chnst­
ians" get past the long-dre·ss stage. The 
church to-day is a nursery for -bawling 
'kids' instead of an Employment Bureau 

ism. We. helard Dr. Shaw give a com­
mencement adc:Lress at McMaster Uni­
versity a year ago. The suibject was, 
"The Art· of Living," and! the Doctor 
succeeded in d~seussing :this fine art 
with only a ~assing ·and indefinite refer­
ence to Him Who is Himself the Way, 
the Truth and the Life! Where are Bap­
tists drifting? 

And after all, -Dr. McConnell s·poke! 
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~oal~ for tbt §Itar :firt. 
By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.D~, Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

Sunday,. August 11th. 
The call to rest.- Matt. a:i:25-30 

There is need of rest. . If any age 
needed divine rest, surely it is this one 
in which we live. It is often called a 

. "bu·sy age". But some would say it is 
more than busy-it is restless, and some 
would eren gay it is a fussy age. Many 
pride themselves on "living fast". Life 
is a cons,tant rush. Even the pleasures 
of men are. not se'asons' of refr~shment 
and rest, but of .excitement. Amuse­
ment is not recreation; reinvig·oration, 
fitting the person to 'return to his work 
with fresh sltrengtp. and courage, but ds 
often an exhausting demand' on nerve 
and heart, and is· a real strain. There 
is deep need for rest-physical rest, men­
tal rest, but especially spiritual rest.-

. We need repose of soul. We need rest 
of conscience, rest from doubt in the 
certainty of everlasting truth, rest from 
anxious and worrying care iIi; simple 
child:1ike' trust, rest from life'S turmoil 
in the quieting presence of things un­
seen and eternal, rest from the world 
in solitary communi,on with our Heavenly 
Father, rest from pa~ic in the knowl­
edge of the CMe of Him who is Lord 

"over all. This is not carelessness in the 
ordinary sense of th~t term, not insensi­
biLity, not inertness, not indulgent ease 
-it is a divine inward calm, a heavenly 
peace which is really the secret of the 
gre'atest strength and energy. 

.\\fonday, " August 12th. 

home quite assured that the father will 
provide for its needs as they arise each 
day. 

Tuesday, August 13th. 
The chara·ater .of rest.- Luke a:v: 11-24 

There is reconciliation in true rest. 
The soul is like an ivy plant which rests 
most completely as it clings to the tree 
'or the walll most closely. The soul must 
be on ~'good terms" with God in oroer 
to truly rest in Him. There can be no 
dOulbt about our personal relation to 
Him. There can be' no estrangement be­
tween the s'oul and God. The relations 
must be ·truly loving. Sin must be quite 
out of sight and the s·oul be assured of 
the infinite sufficiency of the ·blood which 
makes God's throne for us a throne of 
grace-a mereyseat. The soul must be 
cons'cious of the Heavenly Father's.love, 
and smile, and 1!ave the spirit of son­
ship by which he can say with assur­
ance, "AJb!ba-F,ather". It is only when 
such a relat~onship is estasblished that 
the heart can rest in the Lord. There 
can be no res·t in the Lord without entire 
confidenc'e .in Him as the infinitely per­
fect One, and' in 'His most gracious' in­
tent in all His' dealings w,ith us, we must 
be confident though trial's are thick and 
the way shrouded in mystery, He loves 
-nay, • mo·re, is love; that He is wise, 
nay, is infinite and perfect wisdom. This 
confidence grows from knowledge, and 
it ds only knowledge of God that we 
need to inspire the utmost confidence . 

The need for rest.- Psalm a:a:a:vii:1-18 Wednesday, August 14th. 
Our tendency is often to fret. The Therequirementofrest.-Psalmla:ii:1_12 

tendency is ind~cated' in verse 1 ·of. the' There is submission in true rest. "Rest 
37th Psalm. The word literally is "do in the Lord." The Hebrew literally is 
not put yourself into a heat;". and "be "Be silent to God." "Hold thou still be: 
not envious". Dr. Mc·Laren says the root fore God." It is the silence of submis­
idea of this latter word is that of be- sion-the sdlence which bows without a 
cO'mJing fiery red. THe one word "fret" mU:rmu~ to the divine will. It is the 
expresses the kindling emoti'on, while condition of heart which says "My soul 
the otheT, "envious" signIfies its visible is as a we·aned child", or th;{t says "0 
sign in the flushed face. Don't get into Lord, Thy will is now my will. it il:' 
a heat. Yet'says one, "if ever heat were 'often a sharp lesson, but,- it is beautiful 
justified it WIllS surely 'justified in' the when .the heart can sweetly yield. Our 
circumstances out1ined in the Psalm. Master and Lord in the shades' of Geth­
Evil d'oers we·re moving about clothed semane gives us the example of this 
in purple and fine linen and fari?g spi.r.it. With drops of blood being press­

'sumptuously every day. Workers of m- ed m agony through the pores of His 
iquity were cIimb~g. into the sup~~me brow, ~e cried, "Father, not My wil1, 
places of power and were tyranmzmg but Thme be done." This is a great les­
,over their less fortunate brethren." In so·n and is essential to regting in the 
the midst of these conditions good men Lord. Remember, this is not the amli­
were in danger of getting into a: heat hilation of our own will, but the !alm 
of angeT and envy. Keep cool, IS the acceptance of the· Lord's· will as being 
word, do n~t get un dilly heated. In' a infinitely. better than ours. The results 
certain direction heat is good. It is of such su'bmis·sion will be wonderful. 
needed, in the boiler ,of an engine or no Thursday, August 15th. 
steam will dTive the train. But "it is The ingredients of rest.- Phil. iv:8-20 
no help .. to a tr~in for the. axles to get When in Switzerland' for'a holiday one 
hot; theIr heat IS only a hmdrance; the summer, we .were ascending a beautiful 
best contrdlbution which the axles can wooded slope toward Aelfluh one d-ay 
make to the progress of the train is to and were me·t by two men with heavy. 
keep cool. So don't fret, let .not the heat cans of. mHk upon their backs. They 
of ange.r, of envy, or discontent ~H thy came swinging d'own t,he steep s'lope in 
heart and flush thy cheek,--rest m the the great heat of the morning to a seat 
Lord. This res-t is the cro'wning beauty on which we had sat awhile: One of 
of a life of trust. Kindly note ve·rse 3 the men sat down upon the seat with 
of this Psalm, "Trust in the Lord·." Like his burden still strapped on his shoulders 
a.little child who, having;. a wealthy a'nd a~d rested: himself somewhat by setting 
kmd father,. plays and smgs about the hIS' load al.qO on th.e seat. T·he ,other set 

/. 

his heavy ~oad down upon the seat and 
threw off straps and all, and for a while 
released himself cOIn!pIetely from the 
weight, and wiped! the sweat from his 
brow-a free man for a time. Rest in. 
volves release-the load laid upon An­
other,. and the'. he'art freed fl'om care. 
Rest involves release, and contentment 
too .. But true Christian contentment is 
not mere satisfaction with one's earthly 
lot. It is .not narrowing down one's 
des!ires to one's circumli!tances. Paul, in 
Phil. iv, does not say, "I have learned in 
whatsoever state'. I am, therewith to be 
conten·t." He says,. rather, "I have 
learned, whatever be my outward cir­
cumstances, to have' a comp·etency." In 
the Lord Jesus he had a boundless sup­
ply of peace, and comfor.t, and love, and 
joy, and' this fulness, this sqfficiency re­
mained when ali earthly supplies ran 
low. 

Friday, August 16th. 
The chamber of res~.- Isaiah a:li:10-20 

The chamber of rest is in the Lord. 
It is the Lord Himself in whom it is our 
priviIege to rest. ,The Lord of Nature 
is gre~t, and grand, and fu1l of majesty 
and mIght. But,. . 

"Oh! the bright, the vast creation, 
Can ,be terrible and stern; 

"Time and s:pace, 0 Lord, that show Thee 
Oft in power veiling good, 

Are too vast for us to know Thee 
As our trembling spirits would." 

SO'we must turn elsewhere for rest. And 
we turn gladfy to the Lord of Revela­
tion and Redemption. We hear the Son 
of God s'aying, "He that hath seen me 
hath seen the ~.ather.". And we gladly 
sing 

From its stroke. be no salvati'on, 
Though on every side we turn." 

"Yes in- ..r·esus, Yes in Jesus, 
Father! Thou art understood." 

Saturday, August 17th. 
The comfort of rest.- Luke a::21-24 

When we know the Lord of Revelation 
we can also rest in the God of Provi­
dence. ~W e know He is an unerring 
Gudd'e, and that His will is ever the best. 
We can love Him in the mystery of life 
and trust His providence. When all 
things to us seem against us we can 
still say, "Even SIO Father for as it seem­
eth good in Thy sdght." The future is 
dim after an our straining to see into 
its d:epths. The future ·is threatening 
afte·r all our efforts' to prepare for its 
coming storms. A roIling vapour veils 
it all; here and there a mountain pe'ak 
seems to stand out; but in a momen-t 
another swirl ,of the fog hides it from 
us. We know practically n:othing of the 
future, except that we are sure it con­
tains los;ses, and' s'orrows, and death. But 
we are' sure too, that God .is in the future. 
And; He gee'S His lown way, and we can 
see Him. What else do we want? As 
we look into the future we can see the 
loving Father's face·, and! we' know tha.t 
the future will but evolve the purposes 
of His all-wisa and gracious heart. 
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B to t BObl U ° n Lesson Leaf away. We brGught nothing into this ., IS, I e DID world:, and it is certain we shall take 
Vol IV. . No.3 nothing out therefrom, (I Tim. 6:7), 

therefore let us be content with that 
REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR. which God has giyen. us, knowing that 

Lesson 34. August 25th, 1929 with Him' as our Helper we need not 
fear. Let our aim be to please Him, to 

Third Quarter. . dlo our diuty f'aithfully and! humbly, and 

TO REMEMBRANCE OF thus lay up in Sltore for eternity. 2. The 
A C~LL CERTAIN DUTIES. second exhol'ltation relates to the atti-

. Lesson Text: Hebrews, chapter 13. tude of the people'toward their spiritual 
Golden Text: "Jesus ·Christ the same rulers. They are to remember them in 

yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." order to foHow their faith, (v. 7). Such 
Hebrews 13:8. rule'rs are appointed' by God, (Eph. 4: 

I. LOVE AND PURITY, (vs.I-4).. 11); they are not mere employees of the 
1 This concluding chapter contams local cl}durc~ aflnd ktheir duth~ !s Gtodfheed 

various exortations manifeSiting: the prac- and' gUl e tne oc over w lCn 0' as 
tl.cal nature of the Christian teaching. placed them. A chief characteristic ·of 

such a minister is faith.' He cannot be 
In large measure, do·ctr.ine has 'bee·n given succe'ssful apart from this, and his· life 
in the previous chapters, but s~ch teach- and actions constantly m~nifest its pre­
ing is expected al!ways' to bnng fo~h sence. His flock thereifore should! follow 
fruit in the life. The first exhortabon him in it. Such faith is not of the bUnd 
relates to love "Le·t brothe:rly· love con- variety but is centred in a re'al living 
tinue" (v. 1). ' "God is love", (I John person, "Jesus 'Christ the same yester-
4:8), and those' .who .. live iff touch w'ith day, and to-day, and for ever", (v.8). 
Him show forth HIS character. Love What a wonderfuUy comforting state­
ahould ·be shown to all but especially to merit this is. Our Lord is unchange­
the members of the household of faith, alble. What He was yesterday ihat He 
(Gal. 6:10). All too often a contrary is to-day, and will be for ever more. 
spirit. is shown in the church and doos Think of His love, of His power, and of 
great hann. Love should lbe manifested His attItude to sinners, and with confl. 
for our Lord's Slake, f<lr the s'ake of d'enee apP1"oach Him and with love s'erve 

.. others' and for our own sake. But love Him. 3. Our faith centred in Christ 
cannot be forced, it is only as we live we shall nGt go astray, ne·vertheless it is 
in close touch with God; that we can love well that each one of us should! give 
as we ought. . 2. Following this exhorta· heed to the warning not to be carried 
tion direction is given concernIng the about with "divers and strange doc­
entertainment of strangers, (v. 2), ~o trines", (v. 9). A knowledge of God's 
needful in those days, and necess'ary In word is necess'ary in order to discern 
these times as well, and arising from the the truth and be guarded against false 
spirit of love. The reference in the doctrine. Remember that Satan is most 
verse is to the ·incident of Albraham dlangerous- when he comes with a text of 
entertaining the angels on the plain of Scripture on his lips. Note the blessed­
Mamre, (Gen. 18:1). T·hat friend of Go.d ness' of a contented! life, the security of 
was richly blessed on account of hlS the child! of God, and the necessity and 
hos'pitality, and. so may we be, alt~ough fruitfulness of faith. . 
not in exactly the same moanner, If we III. SEPARATION AND DEVOTION 
shaw the s·ame spirit. 3. A plea for' (vs. 10-14). 
extending sympathy to the oppreS'Sed is 1. In thes'e verses an appeal for con-
then made. We should remember those secration is made based upon Old Testa­
wh'o are undergoing trials, and who are ment usage and ,typical teaching. In the 
less fortunate than we .. We are in the tabernacle s'ervice, as later in the temple, 
body ourl\elves and not immune from. the wltar of \}urnt offering was the 
trouble, and it is' comforting when others centre round which the service revolved, 
sympathize with and help us. Let us speaking to us thus of the expiatory 
d!o unlto others therefore, as we would work of our Lord on Calvary and the 
have them dlo unto us, (Luke 6:31). The basic nature of such work. The mater­
fourth verse contains a solemn warning ial was typical and its purpos'e ended 
against immorality and inculc,tes pur- with the coming of Christ, the Anti­
ity, (v. 4). In these days, when there type, therefore to continue in the- old 
i~ so. mucl}. looseness. in. thought and !1c- rites i~lied refunl to accept the dhine 
tlon m thlS. respect, It IS weU to fortify purpose, and those who did this had! no 
ourselves wlth the truth of God c'oncern- riglht to eat at the Christian altar, (v.l0). 
ing the matter. • ,They could not partake of the benefits 
II. CONTENTMENT AND CAREFUL- of salvation before accepting Christ as 

NESS (vs.5-9). the real and eternal expiator 'of sin. 
1. The first exhortation of this -sec- 2. Continuing the thought of expiation, 

tion deals with the evil of covetness. We reference is made to the carrying out of 
are enjoined to ,be "without covetous- the law on the day of atonement when 
ness" and be content with such things the body of the animal whos'e blood: was 
as we have, for our Lord has promised brought into. the holy ·of holies was 
never to leave us 1IIOr forSia~e us, (vs. burned without the camp, (v. 11, Lev. 
5,6). The Spirit of covetousness has 16:27), tY'Pical of our Lord' in His expi­
W'l"ecked many lives, by bringing into atory work suffering without the' gate, 
them discontent, and leading, at times, being crucified outside the city of Jeru­
to wrong actions. It may show itself in salem. at a place called Golgotha, (Matt. 
ihe home, the church, the place of 'busi· 27:33). It is profitable' and interesting 
nes'S, OT in other spheres of 'human activ- to note how completely. our L<>rd ful· 
ity, and it may affect the position or filled the Old Testament types, and in 
the pos,s'essi'ons of another. In what- what a wondrrous way they foretold His 
ever sphere it is noticed let it be put suffering. In His worlk He bore the re-
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pr.oach of sinnersl, and we are urged to 
go forth unto' Him; without the camp, 
bearing His repToach, (v. 13). This is a 
call for complete separation from the 
world and for whole-hearted devotion to 
our Lord. To be wholly devoted to Him 
in these days means the bearing of His' 
reproach, the world will not understand 
us, it will not lwe us, and it may even 
abuse us, but blessed be God! we have 
the fellowship of our divine Lord, and 
that well repayS' us. for the loss of the 
world's' companionship. We have a fore­
taste here .of the blessedness of our 
LOTd's presence, but in that glorious 
continuing city to come we S'hall enjoy 
to the fullest extent all that He has in 
store for us. Note the necessity and 
blessedness of real consecration. 
IV •. LIBERALITY. AND OBEDIENCE 

(vs.15--10). 
1. In view of the aforesaidbless-ing 

we ought to show ·our gratitude to God, 
first by offering the fl1lit of the lips, 
giving thanks unto God, (v. 10), and 
second by giving of our ,good things unto 
others, (v. 16). Mere lip service is not 
acceptable unto God, (Matt. 15:7-9). In­
deed, if the service is only of the lips, . 
it is a sign the heart is not sincere. Real 
gratitude to God will affect the will, and 
touch the pocket and effort will be put 
forth to help others. 2. A further ex­
hortation is then given in relation to the 
attitude of the people toward their spirit­
ual rulers. They are enjoined to submit 
themselve·s unto th,em, (v. 17). In what 
otheT way can the sheep be fed and 
guided than by giving heed to the shep~ 
herd, and God has placed me·n as' shep' 
herds over the flock, (I Peter 5:1-4), yet 
there seems to be jealousy OIII the part 
of some concerning such a God-.given 
prerogative, not that one is to be fol­
lowed when he is plainly wrong, but when 
he is faithful to God, and! proclaiming 
the truth, his guidance should be fol­
lowed. A request for prayer endS' the 
section, (vs.18,19). Note the need for 
the spirit of thanksgiving, for the grace 
of liberality, for the proper Ghristian 
attitude toward pastors and for increas­
ing prayer. 

V. THE CONCLUDING SALUTATION 
(VB>. 20-25). 

1. The epistle 'concludlE!s' with a fare­
well blessing wherein the apostle e!X­
pres's·es his fervent, prayerful desire that 
God would perfect or. make them able 
to do His win, (vs. 20, 21.) .. In invoking 
God in the matter several things are 
stated in reference to Him. He is' the 
"God of. .peace". This' is s-een in all His 
actions. Man is the· rebel aga:inst His 
law. He "brought again from the dlead 
our L<>rd Jesus, that Great Shepherd 
of the sheep"-Sin placed, our Lord in 
the tomb;, God brought Him forth again 
-"through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant" the basis' of the work of recon­
ciliation. Note the prominence of th~ 
blood. 2. The nature of the prayer is 
that they may 'be made perfect in every 
good work to do His wiU, or th~t they 
may be made abl~ or equipped to dlo His' 
will, working in them that which was 
weH pleasing in His sight through Jesus 
Christ. The pur.pose of our existence is 
to do God's will, and emphaslis may be 
placed upon the nature, the purpose and 
the blessedness of. o;bedience to this will. 
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