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"ALL THESE THINGS ARE AGAINST. ME ,., 
.Loo~iplg down from the window of a high buHding 

on the surging crowds that throng a city's streets one 
sees nothing but apparent confusion: men and women 
jostling each other as they go in opposite d~rections; 
vehides seem to become a tangled ma'ss; and order 
and pea'ce appear to be nowhere. . 

But is not the highway o:f l'ife like that? Does it 
not"'appear to be thronged with' jos·tJli.ng a,nd contrary 
eleme1l!1:s? Does it not sometimes a,ppear that life is 
composed of warring principles, which threaten to 
destroy ea'ch other, and to annihi·latre the human be­
holder? A little chi'ld, with rosy .oheeks, and laughing 
eyes, and merry dimples playing hide-and-seek, tod­
dling among the floyv·ers in his father's garden, may 
feel, iif he does not thin!k, that life is full of pleasure 
and buibbling over with d.e'lig'ht. Or the happy bride 
atp.id the orchids and orange blossom'S on a beautifuil 
June morning, in her ecstasy of gladness, may moment­
arily forget every ipainful and distressing experience, 
and imagine there are twelve Junes in every year, 
without even so much 3!S an evening tlwili:ghtt, or a 

. single cloud to darken so much as one of its three 
hundred and sixty-five rapturously delightful days. 

But the little chil·d long :before nightfall will have 
scratched his knees, and will have stained his lovely 
cheeks with manv' a ·tear. And the 'bride must learn . 

. that even on .;" W'e,ddinrg day the sun ·goes down, that 
srhadows are inseparaJblie ,from the day's declining 
hours. And many another, toiling in the fields, dis­
covers thistles there; or faring up the winding road, 
finds there are sharp stones for pilgrim feet. Oth'ers 
find their further passage barred by mountain steeps, 

\ or else that the way leads now through swollen tor­
. rents; and when the stony roads are lelft behind, and 

the turbulency of life seems to be sUi~siding. com­
panions of sombre dress and .uninviting countenance 
come to keep step with them; and as they rupproach 
the quiet of the evening'tide, beautifUlI as seems the 
pla.ce within the .gates they nOlW approach, ere long 
they find they a~e drawing near to God's acre a'nd the 
city of the dead, 

The words chosen for the title of this artide need 
no context. They may be ,at1bitra~ily 's$arated fro1?-

the story to which they belong and almost indiscrimin­
ately written into the history of anyone of us; for 
where. can there be found a man or' a woman who, on 
one or an~ther day of their extPerience, has not ex­
-claimed, "All these things ·are against me"? 

Poor aging Jacob! Perhaps his story will help us to 
understand our own. God's 'Book is full of object lessons . 

. The BiiJble does not often <:oncer.n itself with theories 
in the a.:bstraJCt; ra,ther, it writes a story of human 
Hfe, showing us how men live;. how they suffer; hdw . 
they sorrow; how sometimes they serve; how, in some 
instances; they are defeated; and in others, how the 
suffering life is crowned with g1orious victory. 

J acdb had suffered no physical injury. He was not, 
at the time, sU'bject ~o any physical pai·n .. What were 
the things, the impersona'l, il~hingible, unescapable, 
inexoraJble "things" whkh were "against" him? 

He had had w.hat 'seemed to 'be trouhIe in his fam­
ily. He had 'been blessed with twelve sons, every obe 
o'f whom he had loved most deeply. But one, for 
some strange reason, ·had 'been to him a peculiar treas­
ure. He· h'ad loved him inordinate'I'Y; extravagantly, 
pre-eminently. He had ·s·et him above all the others 
and had made fer him. a.coat 01£ many col: 
ours. And· it feH on a day that this best 
be'loved of his· souI did not 'come· home. He 
waited long and anxiously, hut the welcome' sound 
of his footfat.! never feU upon his ear. I'nstead, 1!he 
other children came, these other sons of his; and they 
brought the coat of many colours.dripl,pling with blood. 
llhen Jacob knew that Joseph's p}oa,ce was empty, and 
that t.he boy so greatly Ibeloved would come home no 
more. . . 

T.hus his greatest joy became ;his greatest sorrorw . 
It is often so. The mother would not part with one 
of her chi'ldren. No money could compensaJte for the 
a'bsence of one of them. Yet that which she lo,ves 
m~st, affii.cts her most. :Bleasure and pain are closely 
a'km to each other; alJ.d when her arms are empty, and 
her heart is as empty as her arms, she says that tha.t 
experience is "against" her.. ' . 

Bu:t Joseph was not. the only son. Jacolb knew that 
hjs ,chi,ldren were not always agreealb}.e with each 
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other. Alas! Alals! What achin,g he'arts parents 
sornetilffies carry in t!heir 'breasts! The thorns whic:h 
piel1ce and tear them, t!he menacing gh,?sts which 
threaten theni, the tantali'zitilg imps which agitate and 
unnerve -them, are often their own children. 

And this is true of lif.e in general. Life never did, 
and never can, consist in the abundance of the thiings 
which one possesses; nor, indeed, can it ever consist 
in mere tlhings at all. We live in the lives of others. 
I t is net pessi'ble ,to' find jey in "things"; neither have 
mere things the power to' give us serrew. Thus, too 
often, the tenderest ties ·ef l:iJfe 'become to father and 
mother, .children, brother and sister, huSband and wife, 
like heated iron aha'ins wllich bind and afflict the 
bleeding soul. ' 

y.et there were things. in Jaocob's experience which 
seemed to' be the instruments oIf suffering. He was 
not poor, but 'conditions arose when money weuld 
not buy the necess,ities of life. A man may starve a·s 
easily in a golden palace as in a log hut. Wealth has 
no power to minister real and abiding satisfactien. 
Jaceb lived in a land where .gaunt famine stalked. 
Bread is not everything. We. have th~ highest Auth­
ority for the' statement, "Man shall nbt live by bread 
alone." But in this dispensa1:ion and condition of life, 
at least, he cannot -live witheut bread. SO' J a:colb feund. 

It is easy to mock at the bread-and-butter question. 
But it is a question which ·cannot be ignored, especi­
ally when it is reduced to a question of "!bread alone", 
withqut even butter. Men do strailige thiings, when· 
they 'become desperate. Man's worst ,enemy declared, 
"All that a man 'hath willI he. give for his. life." 

H must have been still lonelier in Jacolb's dwelling 
when all his sons went down into Egypt to buy bread. 
It is not always in precisely the same way the children 
are driven from home; but sooner or later the nest 
is breken up and the family is scattered. When that 
is so, the hom,e7coming of the ohildren at Christmas 
or Eastertide, er on any other eocasion, is eagerlly 
awaited. And JaCQlb must have been impatient for 
his sens' return. When·they 'came, it must have min­
istered some satisfadion to know tlhat, with their 
'Coming, for Jaoco'b and his family, t~e famine was, 
temporarily, at least, removed. 

But the a!bsence of Simeon, and ,his sens' gleomy 
ta!le' 0'£ the menacing attitude of the 'governer of t!he 
fat-off country, must hav·e fi:lled the spirit of Jacob 
with disquiet. It is not sup·erstition, although it may 
not be suscepti'hle of any psycho.logical eX/planation, 
but it is a fact, that there are days in life which, from 
their earliest hours, fi~l us with foreboding and a 
sens.e of impending disaster~ Perhaps our imagina­
tions are more depraved than we knew. Perhaps t!hey 
have a natural affinity for .gloom and darkness. Per­
ha!ps we unnecessarily invite the shadows, and listen 
in expectation of the raven's croak, instead of anHci­
pating the seng of the nightingale. 

Tt was iII news that Joseph was .gone, and that 
Simeen had not returned: it was still worse news that 
the prioce of bread in Egypt had gone up, an!=! that 
J aco1b's sons would never· return again fro~ Eg)'Ipt 
with sacks of corn well fimed except on condl'bon that 
the 'place o'f Benjamin in Jacob's home must first !be 
made empty. We must not l'ectnre Jacob, nor complain 
that he was unduly apprehensive and unreasonably 
;gloomy when he said, "Me have ye bereaved of my 

children; Joseph is not, and Si,m·eon is not, and ye will 
take Benjamin away: all these things are algainst me." 
We have. said j!t ourselves-and we have felt it per­
ha)ps oftener than we have 'Said .it-that that closed 
chapte~ of the long algo when Joseph disa'ppeared, 
and thIS more rec~nt albsence of Simeon, with the 
threatened separati'on from BenJamin on the not-too­
remote to-morrow,. constitute a trinity of catastro'phes 
suffident to extinguish hope in the soul. 
. We must each ,identify the centrary elements of 

hfe: the. adyerse, un:controlla!ble, and apparently malig­
nant prmclp'les Whl·ch thlWart our puvposes, destroy, 
our peace, break our fellowship'S, sap our joy, sup­
pI-ant our dreams, negative our achievements, nullify 
our p.essessions, bli,ght and Mast eur prospects, im­
poverIsh our minds, and !bankrupt out.affections. They 
'may not 'Come to us aN in precisely the same form, 
but come they do. And when they come, we 'are 

, likely to exclaim, "All these thi'ng~.are aogainst me". 
'. Then there comes the 'bla<i,kest day of all, the day 
when the house is empty. That whkh was .prophecy, 
has become history, and Josejph a:r;J'd Simeon and Ben­
jamin have all gone away! What a pkture of loneli­
ness, of dejection, of desdlation, of aim est despair, 
Ja'cob must have presented dur,ing the albsence of hilS 
sens in Egypt! Like Racht;l, the mother oIf the two 
of them, he must have laJmented for his children, and 
would not be cemforted 'because they were not. 

. Have you come to the dark days? or to the datkest 
. day Of all? Taking a leap into the New Testament, 
here it is in the language of Holy Writ: "And when 
neitiher sun nor stars in many ,days appeared, and no 
smaill tempest lay on us, all hope that we sheuld !be 
saved was then taken away.". That is the time to say, 
"AN these things are against me." Yes, that is from 
the New Testaoment,. a little more modern than the 
sayin'g from Genesis; but 'both ar:e true to present­
day experience. We all have had the sunless, starless. 
days, when no smal'l tempest lay Uipon us, and we all 
have come to the Ihour when all hope that we should 
be saved was taken away. 

Is it rea'Ply true that the darkest hour is 'just before 
the d!aJwn? Or is rt a ,provertb born, not of' meteoro­
logical facts, but of commen, every-d~y, human expe­
rience? Th,e sons of Jacob were long in coming home. 
They started for home, and they had to go ba'ck 3Jgain. 
Ah me! How often we. all turn back! Wha1: pro­
gress 'we sheuld make along the highway of life if it 

. were not for the detours! Life's journey is very much, 
like many of Toronto's streets just now: one can 
scar.cely moye without meeting an obstruction bear-

, ing the si'gn, "N 0 ~'horough!are" .. There is a red flag 
'by day and a red l'lght 3.'t mght; and one must needs 
jog from street to street to 'get through at all. It 
would be easy to say, when in a hurry, "AN these 
things are against me", Ibut why have we not, sense 
enough to know that we ·cannot have paved streets 
withob,t re,4 flags and red Hghts and seime obstruc­
tions? Who knows but that these barriers across the 
way, whiCh irritate us so much, are put there by the 
Chief Engineer and the .great Road-Master just to 
give time to pave the golden streets? 

But.~the bey~ came home at last. Ye's, they rea1ly 
did: Down the long road the old man looked for 
many a weary hour wi1!h no answer to his longing 
gaze. It \vas only a dust cloud, or pel1ha,ps a caravan / 
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of Ishmaelites or others; but they came nearer, and 
passed, and left the road unoccupied, and the spirit 

'of Ja-c0lb still depressed. But the boys came home at 
last 1 And they were one more than Iwhen they left. 
Simeon was with them. And, wonder of wonders, 
Benjamin was with them, too 1 Poor JiacOib had been 
wearing his life out at the thought of losing Benja­
min-and he did not lose him after all, bitterly com­
plaining that Simeon was not-but he has come again 1 
Most of our troubles 'are but shadows .. 
. Some of the things you thou.ght to be' against you 
were rea:lly not so untoward as you s~pposed. Poor, 
.depressed, and despair.jng spirit, op.en thine eyes 1 
Simeon and Ben1amin have· come home 1 . All is not 
quite lost yet. _ 

But there is more than that to be said. Let the sons 
of J alcob tell their<tale. The saoks are full of corn, 
everyone of them-Sime~n's and Benja;min's beside. 
The ·camds are all ther-e, and the money they took 
with them to Egypt they have brought back again. 
Simeon and Benjamin have returned;· and there is 
plenty of bread in the house, and plenty of money, too. 
Who knows but there may be something in the story -
of the rairiboV\:' on the cloud? Ah, there is'more than 
"something": there is everything, for God put it there;' 
and God said that it should mean something to us. 
Can we not sing it, thou.gh we have not rea·ched the 
end of the road as yet,-

"With mercy and with judgment 
My web of time He wove, 

And aye the dews of sorrow . . 
Were lustered with His love. 

I'll bless the hand that guided, 
I'll bless the heart that plann'd, 

When throned where glory diwelleth 
In Immanuell's land. 

And aye my muI1kiest stor.m-cloud 
Was by a rain!bow spann'd 

Caught from the glory dwelling 
In Immanuel's l'and." 

There is a long train of wagons there. They do not 
belong to Canaan. l1hey have another trademar-k 
upon them: they come from Egytpt's land. Each of 
J aCQib's sons has returned with changes of raiment,' 
and Benjamin not orily returns, "but brings willlh hi'm 
three hundred pieces of silver and five changes of 
raiment. And there were "ten' asses laden with the 
good t\lirigs of Egypt, and te'n she asses laden with 
corn and bread and meat for his fafher", a'nd ;luxurious' 
wagons waiting to -carry an old man on a long and 
wearying journey. 

. W'hat is the story they have to telll? It is the story 
.of a resurrection, of the re-opening of t~at dark chap­
ter· that was supposed to be closed, of the return to 
Ja'cob's empty aching heart of ,,the one ·he supposed 
had been lost to him for ever. 

The story, like every good story, as it approaches 
jts climax, hastens to a dose. It is not true, it never 
was true, that Joseph is not; and Simeon is not, and 
:J3enjamin is to be taken away. They were aH always 
in God's safe keeping. . 

Later Ja'cob heard the story. Some day we, too, 
wtll le'arn the sequel to a'll the disaJppointments and 
distresses, to aH thelPrivations and petty. cares and 

painful experiences of life. J acoib rode in the wagons 
after that immeasurable, unending, "little while" that 
has a place in every life-ah yes, how does it read?­
"Then s'aid some of his disciples' among themselves, 
What is this that he sai,th unto us, A ,little while, and 
ye shaH not see me: and a'gain, a Httle while, and ye 
shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father? They 
said, therefore, What is thi's that he saith, A little 
while? we ,cannot te'll what he saith." 

'But the "littl,e while"ende.d at length, and Jacob 
went down into Egypt. He saw Joseph a~ last. Once 
again he wrapped his arms about him, and the loved 
form. that had been clothed with his coat of~many' 
colours was his again. 

Yet he was another Joseph, for 'now all the glory 
of the land of Egypt was his. All the wealth was at 
his command. AU its power was subject to his auth­
ority. And he shared it all with mourning, sorrowing, 
and desP3:iring Jacob. In the end he had more than 
Joseph: 'he ,had Jbs.eph',s s'ons as well. Wilen Joseph 
brought them to his father to receive his blessing, he 
crossed his hands in Ibenedktion. Oh, there is 'a les­
son in the crossed hands 1-

"Ye fearlful saints, £resl}. courage take, 
The clo~ds ye so m,u-ch dread 

Are big with mercy and shaH J:>reak 
In blessings on your head." 

\Vnen Jacob crossed his hands and l-aid them, the 
right hand upon the head of Elphra:im, and the left 
upon the head of Manasseh, he said, "The Angel whk4 
redeemed me from all evill', bless the lads; and let my 
name 'be nalmed on them, and the name of my fathers 
Albraham 'and Isaac; and let them grow into a multi­
tude in the midst of the earth:" 

Who is this 'that is speaking? Who speaks of an 
Angel having redeemed him from "all ev·i'1"? Have 
we not met with that word "all" before? Did we not 
hear it from these same lips, "All these thing!?, are 
against me"? And now he. declares he has been re­
,deemed from "all" evil 1 The Wise Man wa's' right 
when he said, "Better is the end of a. thing than the 
beginning thereof." "AH these things are against 
me"? No 1 No 1 Tlhere is' a Ibetter word than that,­
"We know that all things work together for good to 
them tl~at love God, to them who ar'e the called a'ccord- , 
ing' to his purpose." . 

The truth is, the Angel is always with us; the Ang~l 
of His presence saves us; in His love and in His pity 
He redee'ms us; He bears us and carries us through 
aU tJ:1e days of life. Thus, in the life of God's chosen 
al~ays, in sjpite of an that seems to 'be 'Contrary and' 
disintegrating, there is a plan and pur:pose in it an; 
and the "all things". that seem to be against us' are 
really t!he "all things" that wonk together for good. 
'Dhough we -complain, "For thy salke we are killed ,all 
the day long;, we are aocounted as sheep for the 
slaughter", faith protests a'gainst the assumption, say­
ing, "Nay, in aU these ·things we are more than con­
querors through him th31t loved us." Thus it shall, 
come to pass that at eventide it shaH 'be light, and we 
shall enter into t:he King's palace singin'g,-

"Light after darkness, gain aJiter loss, 
, Strength after ~e~kness, crown after cross; 

(Cont~nued on page 12.) 

• 
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H'ELPING NEEDY STUDENTS 
In oOur efforts to ,obt·ain money for ChrIsti'an Educa­

tion we have met with many .who hesitate toO make 
an investment in any educational institution, because 
they, say that most of the colleges a,nd universities 
which are now chiefly engaged in -dissemi~ating doubt 
and infidelity, were estabLished, by Christian men for 
the «;xprestS purpDse of propagating the faith of the 
gospel. In view of aFl the !facts, we are ,not surprised 
that many fear toO give to educational institutioOns. 
And yet no one ·doubts that we need an educated 
ministry; and if men are toO be trained fDr the ministry 
there must 'he schools in whi'ch they can be trained. 

We have a pI"Dpos'al which we believe shouldappe'al 
toO many of the Lord~s stewa,rds. There ca.nnOlt be a 
·shad.o,w of a doubt as' to the albs'~lute theological and 

, spiritual soundnes.,s of every membe'r of the Faculty 
of The Toronto Baptist ;;eminary; and those who 
support the work of, the Seminary as ·it is now con­
sti'tuted need noOt have the slightest misgivings. The 
princip'les that are taught in The Toront9 Baptist, 
Se'minary .,re the princilplles which are e:x;pounded in 
this· pap.er. The ·coming year our ,expenses will be a 
little heavier Qecause we shall have 'a larger student 
body, a third class, and additional instructors. We 
shall be grateful therefore if our friends wiN not only 
continue their generous support ,of the past, but in­
crease their giving. Thus far the Seminary ha$ been 
pra·ctkally sUjp'ported by Jarvis Street .Church, but we 
are confidently e~pecting a'larger mea:suf,e of outside 
help this year than we have yet received. 

Needy Students. 

But the special purpose o~ this ar:ticle is to app~al 
for help for nee,dy students~ For two years we h~ve 
conducted a students' dormitory which lis almost 
directly ,oOpposite the Seminary building on Jarvis 
Street. But in thi,s ,dormitory we ·have accommoda­
tion!' for oOnly twer.ty-three 'students. Students have 
been charged, for board and room, $7.50 per week. 
There is ,running water in nearly ev,ery room, and 
most .of the rooms aCCoOmmodate three ·students. ,But, 
to our amazement we found it was difficult to get the 
stt1d~nts toO -live in the' dormitory. On. enquiJ;"y, we 
discovered that it was because they could rot very 
well afford to .pay $7,50 a week for room 'and hoard. 
Three Dr ·four of them would get together and s'ecure 
a cheap room somewhere, $4.00 or $6,00 per week, and 
cut their room 'expenses to $1.50 or $2.00 per week; 
a:nd then get their oOwn meals. Of CDurse, in such ca'se, 
they lived, for the most pa'rt, on coId meals; and we 
fear ~ere not properly, noOurished .. 

What the Trustees and Faculty Df the Seminary 
would like would 'be to have a fund which would 
ena·ble us to ·aug1lJ.ent t}:!e income of c~rtain needy 
students :l;>y, slay, $1.00, $2.00, or $3.00, a week, a's the 
case might be., 'The Seminary term, from September 
30th, 1929, to May 16th, 193Q, would roughly Ibe thirty­
three weeks. '11;1 tlJ,e ,cas,e ,of some students, an extra 
$1.00, $2.00, or $3.00, p~er week, would make all the 
difference between the poS'sibJoe a:nd the i'mpossible, 

Are there not SDme <>if 'our readers who 'could' send 
us $1,000.00 for this purpose? That would enable us 

p 

to put a certain. number, of students, £.or .example, in 
the dormit.ory, supplementing their :income, let us say, 
for illustration's sake, 'by $3.00 per ~ek. $1,000.00 
would make it possible for us toO help ten students to 
the extent of $3.00 a: week ea·ch. ToO 'add that toO wha.t 
~hey could provide, say $4.50 'Per week, would give 
them 'a fine Christian home, and good wholesome food, 
for olDe year. $2,000.00, of course, wouJld ,·double the 
number. 

If :we 'had the :money we ·should like toO take several' 
large 'houses for doromitory purpo,ses, and keep all oOur 
students together in one happy Christian family. 
The idea occurs toO us as we write, that, there might be 
some of the Lord's stewards in Toronto o,r hereabout 
who would be interested in this proposal. Here is a 
suggestion: some of large ,me'ans might buy several 
large houses within easy reach Df the Seminary-if 
not several, perhaps one-which they could hDld each 
in his own :name, as his own,property, and say to the 
Seminary: "For the next five years (or :t'en years as 
the case may be, moOre or less) provided you continue 
to magnify the BibIe as God',s word, and Jesus Christ 
as His only Son; and train young men and women 
to preach uncorIllPromisingly the unsearchable riches 
oIf Christ, you may have the, use ,of this building to 
house your students, rent free." Such a benefactor~ 
in this way, would always hav~ the prDperty under 
his own ,control; and would be running ,no risks Df 
making a 'bad investment. ' ' 

But there are m~ny Dthers who ·could not do that" 
who could send us varying ,sums of money to be used 
by the Seminary management to assist needy stu­
dents. Many a student 'couJld testify that lOne or tWD 
dollars a week woOuld be ·to them '3. Godsend. By this 
means, if we had noO large houses at our disposal, the 
Seminary could secure ,rooms it). different hquses" 
which would 'be under the ,Seminary's supervision" 
~nd pay the I'ent o-f them, thus giving the student his 
room. rent-free, or at reduced rates, according to' his 
ability to pay. ' ' , 

Hqw many of our readers, then, will write and say 
tha·t they want to help ~me student to ,the extent of 
$1.00 pier week, for thirty-three weeks, or five students 
to the 'ext~nt .of $1.00 per wet;!k, as the cas,e m:ay be? 
.Write the President of the Seminary, the Editor oOf 
this paper, on this matter immediately., Applications, 
al'e being received fr,om prospective ,students- daily" 
and it willI help us greatly in arranging for the Semi­
nary opening in the Fall if our friends will send along' 
their contrilbutiDns immediately. . 

UGo . Thou and' Do Likewise" 
This week ~e received a letter from a Christian 

layman in Australia containing a cheque for one 
hund'l"ed dollars,' with the names of nineteen persons 
to each of whom he requested "The Gospel Witness" 
be sent f~r one year, and thaJt the balance of si~ty­
two dollars be used to help defr'ay the expense of 
the big Des Moines University issue of "The Wit­
ness". 

How we. should like to receive a hundred such 
letters every day! .. Why not invest some of the 
Lord's money in this way? ' 

! , 
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THE PRESENT STATUS OF EVOLUTIONARY FAITH 
By Rev. Professor Floyd E. Ham~ltQn, Korea. 

I • 

Strange as it may seem, most scientists to-day regard still praised ,by the majority of scientists. They believe 
evolution as a closed question. The majority of them see in eyolution as fimlly as ever, but in place of the old 
no reason whatever even for discussin'g a subject which confidence and 'asserti,veness that natural selection was 
they deem settled long agoj and they are inclined to be the sovereign explanation of all the problems 'con'nected 
impatient and resentful at tho'se who persist in making wi,th .the origin 'of species,' there is now only ambiguity 
evolution a subject of .controversy. They' became con- of statement and vagueness of thought, with increasing 
vinced of the truth of evolution thirty years ago, and agnostidsm as 010 the cmtses of the evolution which they 
us~ng evolution as an assumpti~:m, proceeqed to 'construct aU believe in. Even the old definitions of evolution are 
a numlber of sciences such as biology, geology, av.thro- giving way to new ,ones like the following: "~mbryology 
pology, etc., which to-day can hardly be taught on any further shows that evolution is not invariably 'an advance 
other basis than that of the assumption of the truth of from 'lower and simpler to hi'gher and more coni.ple~ 
evolution.' , types, ,but may be by way of degeneration, and degrada-

In' faCt, it may almqst ,be said that the ,correlation and lion." 8 In contrast ,to Le Conte's famous definition that 
systematization of faJCts bearing on the theory of evolu- "Evolution is continuous !progressiv.echange, according 
tion stopped with HeTibert Spencer, for when the scien- to certain laws and by means of r,esident forces," 4 the 
tifi,c world ac.cepted evolution, there seemed 'no 'longer evolution of scientific opin,ion is strikirig, to say the least t, 
any reason 11:0 waste time proving It. With the develop- If evolution bas come to mean gding backward or down­
ment of scientific 'specialization, the evolutionary' sys- ward as well as going fOl"ward or tipward, then almost 
tematist became an anachronism., and sinc~ it was ~o anyone to-day can be an evolutionist! . The Bible doctrine 
longer possible, for a man to be an authority on all the of the falI of man would be right in 'line 'with stich 
sciences bearing on evolution, scientisil:s ceased to attempt ~'evolution" ! 
to :correlate or to ,criticiie the discoveries of colleagues ' If embryologists 'have', as Professo'r Scott says,pl'oved 
in branches concerningwhi'ch they had IW first-hand that 'evolution may be by way of dilgeneration, then how­
knowledge. ever much, evolution #my still' remain as the fundain'enfal 

With .the ,advance in the technique. of the microscope, ,p'tindple of geology an'd biology, nothing ·could be plainer 
even biology became too vast a field for one man to tha:n that there needs'to he a comp1ete ie-examination of 
m.aster in detail, and the various. ~pecial:ists found tl}eir the ,evidence for evolution, ~tself, for how can it any 
time so largely taken up' with detailed investigations 'that longer be claimed that all IHe has' evolv'ed ,from a ,single 
they actually had no time 'for 'investigation of ·discoveries cell or group of cells hy means of 're~id'ent' fooces ? Why 
outside their own Special fields. Though facts bearing may liot the alternative, and certainly 'more plausible, 
on the question of evolution w'ere continually being dis- explanation' that the fqrnis of ~#e in the wo"rld to-day 
covered, for the most ,part they remained 'unrelated facts, represent ,a, degeneration from the originally created 
for there was no great systematist, -like Dal"win, to show f(:mns of life, 'be accepted eyen by evolutionists them- \ 
their relation to the ev01utionary theory. Of course, selves? Evolutionists can still 'callll:oot evolution if they 
parts of the theory o,f evolution had' to he rem~delled, desire, but if, they define evolution as 'sometimes occur­
hut po ene Qreamed' of abandoning the principle of ring "by way of degeneration" they h~ve in' reality 
evolution itself, for it had become an integral part of all a.ccepted the logical possibility of special creation of the 
these sciences so' that abandoning it would be almost 'like ~pedes originally t ' . 
abandoning the sciences themselves. ,Statements like the one qUoll:ed a:bove from Profess6r 

The natural result of this general scientific attitude S'cott might lead 'the uninfoimed observer to think that 
was that any ,re-examination of the evidence for evolution perhaips the belief in' evolution itself was disintegrating, 
itseJ.f 'became practi-cally impossible. It seemed almost but 'as a matter of' fact the idea of evolution' is still' as 
like questioning the m,ultiplkation ta'ble, or like examining firmly entrenChed in the scientific mind 'as, ever. 'It is 
the evidence foIl the roundness of a circle I Each student only the logic 'of the 'belief that lias been abandoned. 
of science, hearing evolution taught as unquestioned truth Since' the famous aadr'ess at Toronto delivered by the 
on all sides, naturally grew up an evolutionist, and jf he late Professor Bateson a few years ,ago, which Professor 
became suffi.ciently interested in, ~ny branch of science Osborn deplored' as likely t6 lead laymen in Science 
to make a specialty of it, soon !became so engrossed in astray, the majori,ty of Scientists hav:e adopted the posi­
his detailed :investigations thai\: he had no time or in- ,tion which 'Professor Bateson then stated so frankly as 
clination to question the principle itself. that of faith in the fact of evolution having occurred, 

During'the last two decades, however, a remarkable but ignor:an.ce or agnosticism as to the causes which bave 
phenomenon has occurred. Gradually, item by item, the brought it about.u Vernon Kellogg voices what is prob­
o~iginal Darwinian theory of the o,rigin of the Species ably the consensus of 'scientific opinion when he says: 
has been abandoned as a cause of evolution,! and as neW- "Bilt-Iet merepea:t---lbecause the biologists do noll: know; 
,discov~ries in cytology and genetks becani,e generally or only partially know, th~ ,causes of ,evolution, to assume 
known there occurred a sUlbtle change in the teaching of from this that ,they have any doU'bts at all of the reality 
the theory of evolution ,~tse1f. While many sCientists of evolution, would be to assume what is not ,true. I 
litke, Sir Arthur Keith still call themselves Darwinians, 'do not kno~ of a single living ,biologist of high repute-
and stilI try to cling ,to, the Dar.winian theory,2 sCientists IZ;. ''J'. Moore: "Dogma of Evolution".' , , 

as a group have a'bandoned Dat:w.inism. Darwin's mime, ;;: :: ~~~~; :','gc:g ':r WvOC:;:"~for:::;. ' 
it is tru, e, is still lauded, and his great service to science OLe Conte: "Evolution and Its Relation to Rellglous Thought". 

• "f.lnl!!!,~". N. ,S .• Vol. LV. No. 1412. 
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and I -do not -detennine repute on a required ibasis of 
bdief in evolution I-who does not believe' in .evolution 
as a proved part of scientific knowledge." 1 From this 
it appears that we find scien<:e in the strange position of 
falling ba!Ck on faith in the dogma of evolution, lifter iill 
attempts to unravel the mystery of the causes which 
brought it a!bout have ended in failure I A careful ex­
amination of- the various ipOssible <:auses will make it 
dear, Just what' a sheer venture of blind faith this is; 
but the point we are calling attention to now is thaJ!: there' 
is almost no division of opinion among scientists on two 
points: (I) that ev01ution is a fa:ct, and (2) thart: no 
explanation, of the causes which are alleged to have pro­
duced it has been, or can ~e; accepted by scientists of the 
present date. DarwinistTI is dead, Sir A.rthur Keith and 
the BishoP of Birmingham to the contrary notwithstand­
ing: It served the valua:ble (according to the evolution­
ists) purpose of 'convincing the scienti,fic world' of the 
fact of evolution,' but now has to be abandoned as a 
theory of explanation' of the muses <;>£ evolution.' And 
though Darwinism is dead, alas, no other explanation. 
has taken its !place I Mendelism, mutations and what 
not, have all been examined, accepted in part or in total, 
and yet'rejeoted as adequate explanations of the causes 
of evolution. 'Even the dea:d corpse of the theory of 
"acquired characters" was galvanized into an appearance 
of life,by the !late Professor Kamm:erer, (who committed 
suicide when he discovered that someone· had falsified 
the· 'photographic plates of the salamander upon which 
he depended to prove that acquired characters were ~n'" 
herited) and Pavlov,1 only 'to he discarded as hopeless 
by most modem biologists. In short, all ·possible causes 
have been carefully investigated, 'and one by one aban­
doned as real explanations of evolution. Ev01utionists 
conceal this fact even from themselves, and still cling 
to the delusion that some day, somehow, a cause adequate 
to have brought aibout evolution will be discovered. Tpey 
seek to convey the impFession that, there are numerous 
possible causes of evolution which have not been thor- \ 
oughly investigart:ed, so that it is only a question of time 
and patient research before !the defin1d:e causes Of evolu­
tion will be discovered. 'What they are Concealing, 
oftentimes even from themselves, is the fa:ct that all 
possible causes of evolution have already been·examined 
.and one hy one discarded. If evolution was not produced 
by anyone of the poss~ble Causes nqw known to science, 
or by any com;binall:ion of those causes, the~ no cause 
could- have produced it, for there are simply no other 
causes to be investigated. Evolutionists still 'speak in the 
vaguest ·terms of the way in which water animaIs "ac­
quired" the habit of spending part of their time on land 
between the tides, on some mud fiat, until at. ~ast they 
"developed" lungs, as though all that was necessary to 
bring forth the lungs was the 'need for lungs I Every 
biologist; except possibly t~e few who still cling to the 
delusion that acquired characteristics can be inherited, 
will admit that such statements have no basis in biological 
fads, and can only be assented 'in blind, 'unreasoning 
faith. The mechanism of mutations and of Mendelian 
changes amply aocounts for all inheritance factors, but 
there is no way in which a new characteristic; such as 
lungs, could ever enter the' evolutionary chain except by 
special crea·tion which they deny'. Any factor Whkh' is 
presenil: as a gene on one of the chromosomes may lie 
do·mlIa.nt,. for some time, until by a "cross-over" (to adopt 

, 0\ . • 

a convenient phrase) it .is brought into the somatoplasm 
(i.e. the cells of the body, not the germ cells) -and appears 
externally as a mutation, 'but unless present originally 
in the chromoson:tes, there is no way in which it can get 
in from without. Mutations suob as those rubove men­
tioned occur in a ·certain fixed ratio, in nature, and can 
be definitely ca:lculated in advance, for the Drosophila 
for example, .bull: these mutations a1ways are produced 
by the loss of IOertain' genes present in the anct(stors 
(usuaUy, if not always, through a ~\:ross-over"), and 
never hy the addition of new factors. 

It has been ·claimed recently that this process can lbe 
speeded up by eX!pOsing the germ pLasm to X-rays, so 
th3it the mutations ,which have to 'be waited for patiently 
in nature can ,be artificially produced by the effects of 
X-rays ~lmost at will.3 In a~nouncing the· discovery of 
this fact the statement was made that it was the process 
of evo.1ution that was speeded up. This, of course, is 
directly ppiposite from the fad, for ~t is devolution, or 
degeneration that is speeded up, not evolution, if by 
evolution is meant progressive changes, with the pro­
dulCtion of new and more complex organi.sms. 

The fact is, as has heen start:ed above, that ev·ery pos­
silble cause has actua:lly been examined and found 'want­
ing. Nothing now knowp to science .could have produced 
evolution, and there is nothing left to examine. Yet' 
strange to say, instead of abandoning evolution, or re­
examining the alleged evidence for evolution; scientists 
faU back on faith I 'l'hey say that they still believe in 
the fact of evolution, though they do not know what 
could have produced it I ' . 

Now t6 the outsider, this situart:ion seems ridiculous. 
In 'fact, were the whole sUlbjoect not so dosely entWined 
with moral and religious .implioations, the sCientific atti­
tude toward evolUil:ion would be amusing. After so many 
scientists. for so long a twe have .ridiculed as unscientific 
the Christian'·s faith in the Word of GOd as a divine 
revelation and hav!! spurned miracles as .contrary to 
natural law, all because we ,believe that GOd can .control 
nature and ,can intervene in nature whenever He desires, 
to find these same scientis.ts depending upon faith to 
prove evolution is interesting, to say the Ieast I 

In any other phase of human activity, if all possible 
causes which might have. produced a thing have been 
examined, invesil:igated, and abandoned as !!XIPlanations, 
were ·the thing' in . question an intangible "'theory, the 
evidence in. its support would begin to be seriously 
examined ·and questioned. Why are not scientists doing 
the same' thing in regard to ,evolution? If there are no 
known causes which migthil: have produced evolution, why 
is not the fact of evolution having occurred brought out 
into the light of day and given a careful re-exaJminatiot:l? 
To the outsider this would seem the natural and in;­
evitalble thing to be done ,but i.t is not done by the 
scientists themselves. On~ is reminded of a banker 
whose f.unds and ·credit are exhausted, yet who keeps a 
bold -front ·before the world, and hecomes even more 
vodferous in proclaiming tile solidity of the bank when . 
that solidity is challenged by sceptics. 
From The .Evangelical Qual1terly, Edinburgh, July, 1929. 

'1 Kellog!i: "Evolution, Th.e War of Man". 
I Kellogg: "Evolution, The Way of. Man". 
• "Science", N. S., Vol. LXVII, No. 1728. 
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A LOVER'S IRRESISTIBLE APPEAL. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto,' Sunday Evening, July 28th, 1929. 
(Stenographically ·Reported.) 

I . 

"Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall: for the ·man will not 'be in rest, 
until he have finished the thing this day."-Ruth 3:18. ' 

Prayer before the Sermon: 

In the quiet of this evening hour, 0 Lord, we approach 
Thy throne of grace' with coilifidence; indeed, we come boldly, 
because Thou hast commanded us so to come. We thank 
Thee for the story of Thy redeeming love, for Thou hast 
loved us with an everlasting love, and with loving kindness 
hast Thou drawn us. We rejoice that we are not left to 
grope in the darkness, to attempt to dis'Cover that which is 
undiscoverable; but. that Thou hast given us Thy Word of 
truth to instruct us; and the Spirit of Truth to enlighten 
our understandingS' and to lead! us' into the treasuries of 
wisdom which Thou hast stored therein. 
. We bes·eech Thee this evening to .gral!-'t us a special con­

sciousness 'of Thy presence. We .thank Thee for this privi­
lege of worshipping Thee. While many have been prevented 
by the storm from coming, we are here in the h.ouse of God, 
with the Word of God, and the -Spirit of God, and the Son 
of" God to be our Saviour. Lead us all 'by Thy gracious 
. Spirit· this .evening so that we may leave this place rich in 
Thy grace, with the assurance in our hearts'. that we are 
heirs with Christ Jesus the Lord.· . Command Thy blessing 
uPOl!- us now as we study Thy Word, and if there be one in 
Thy presence who has never known the love of God; who 
has not 'yet been made to rejoice in His pardoning mercy, 
we pray that such an, one may be !brought from darkne·ss 
unto light, and from the power of Satan unto God. We ask 
it in' the name of Him Who is our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

;'Sit still, my daughter, until tqou kno~ how the 
matter will fall: for the man will ,not be in rest, until 
he' have finished· the thing this day." The book of 
Ruth is one of the sweetest love stories that ever was 
written. It is impossible for anyone with spiritual 
discernment, it seems to me, to read. this story with­
out seeing in it the story of the gQspel, of Him Who 
is our Redeemer. . 

This t.ext which I have. read tp you belongs toa 
chapter which a:pproaches the climax of the story. 
Naomi, you rememiber, retqrned from Moab's land. 
She had gone with her huslband· and two sons, and 
had b~'ried them all in that far country. Returning, 
she was accompanied by the wives of the :two SOilS, 
Orpah and Ruth. She bade them retur,n to their own 
land, and not forsake their k~ndred. One of them 
kissed her mother-in-law and returned, but the ot-her 
replied in those l.ovely words so frequently quoted, 
"Intreat me not to leave thee, or to .return from fol­
lowing. after· thee.: for whither thou -go est, I win go; 
and wher~ thou lodges-t, I wi1110dge: thy people shaH 
be my. people, and thy.God my God: where thou diest, 
will- I die, and' there win I ·be ihuried: the Lord do 'so 
to rp.e, and more also, if ought .but death part thee' 
and me." 
Whe~ Naomi saw the' determination of Ruth she 

left speaking with her, and they .returned to Bethlehem 
together in the time of barley .h~rvest. 

Ruth w:ent out to glean after the reapers, and her 
"hap was to light on a 'part of the field belonging unto 
Boaz". I read you the sweet story in the second chap­
ter this evening. Then later, under the direction of 
her mother-in-:-Iaw, she made known her inter·est in 
Boaz~but mOore about that later. When she returned 
the second time and told her mother-in-Jaw what Boaz 
had said,- that he had a'cknowredged that he was one 
of her near kinsmen on account of his relationship to 
Elimele,ch, Naomi said, '''Ah, there is- something in 
pros:pect. Now' you he careful. Sit stiU, my daughter, 
and see how the matter will fall. . I think I know Boaz. 
I think I know the family to which he belongs; and 
I know the man will not be at rest until he has fin-' 
ished the th~ng this day. He wiH prov·e himself the 
determined lover. He will go a·M the way, and per­
form his duty as a kinsman." That, in brief, is the 
history. 

1. 

I want you now to' look first ~f all 
CHARACTll;RISTICS O'F THIS MOABITll;SS} 

b'ack from the far country. 

at SOMll; O'F THll; 

Ruth, who came 

First, I remind you that she w~s: a widow.. She was 
a woman who had met with many disappointments. 
She had tasted of the springs of life, and e'en as she 
stooped to drink, the waters had faile.d her. . She haq 
been in the valley of. the shadow. She had" found .h~r- "' 
self stripped and left alon~: So she left her ow'n, 
country to go to Betihlehe'm;for Naoni.i.had heard that 
the. Lord had visited he,r country in giving them 
bread. 

It is thus, dear friends, that people come to Christ. 
'When they have tried ·everything else, and everybody 
els'e, when they have exhausted, ;50 far as' it- is pos-

, sible, the possibilities of life apart from. God-it is 
then the- majority of people turn to .Him. Not until 
he had -spent all and began to "be in want .did the 
prodigal return to his fathe'r's house. No! No! this 
is not ·a love story of the sort that Irien .write .. This is 
a story that tells of a hew beginning, of a new 'hope, 
of a new prospect, after all the hopes' of life had been 
withered and were dead. Th.is .is' BOt the love story 
of a fair maiden, lovely as a June morning; but the 
story· of a poor widow, who, afte~ hope had died in 
her breast, 'began to live again. What a m~rcy it is 
that He Who is entitled to the first place, and Who 
is the "firstborn. from the dead;· that in aU things he 
milght have the preeminence", in the condescension 
of. His grace stoop·s· to take, alas! alas! not only the 
second place, but ·in the beginning sometimes the last 
place! It· i·s .~hus we all have treated Him, not making 



8 (196) THE GOSPEL WITNESS Au'gu'st 1, 1929 

Him first but putting Him last. Yet His grace abounds 
and there is hope for ,every widowed sotH, for every 
man and woman who has tasted of the disappoint­
ments of this earthly life, who have found that the 
springs dry up, and the' treasuries become empty, and 
the ,gr,anaries sometimes become bare; and who come 
from a famine country at last to God. 

I would remind you, too, that this widowed soul was 
very poor. She did not come from the far country to 
boast of the land she had left behind. Her mother­
in-law said, "I went out full, and the Lord haJtlh 
brought me home again empty. All that I had I los't. 
I went to Moab-'s land in the hope of finding wealth; 
instead of that, I lost a:ll that I had." And Ruth re­
turned with her, without means of sustenance, poor 
as she could be. Wi;}} not somebody write a love 
story ,in which the hero and heroine 'are poor pedpl,e? 
W11l not somebody write the romance' of the 'poor? 
Why is it that we insist upon reading of pr-inces and 
p.rinces'Ses, of fabulous wealth, of great palaces? Here 
was a poor woman, a widow at the end of herself, with 
no skill to earn a living. Ah, yes, the bride of Christ 
was onc'e very poor, very, very, poor I' She came from 
3: famine-stl'icken country, and she· came without 
dowry, not with rings on her hands and wealth to her 
credit. Is that your condition this eyening? Have 
you to confess that your hands are e~pty-

"N othing in my hands I bring"? 
I 

This Book tells us of the possibilities of a high and 
holy romance, of One' Who has compassion on the 
poor. 

Will you noti<:e, too, that Ruth had no skill to acquire 
wealth? She was not trained for any particular kind of 
service. How very human the story is 1 As the'se 
two women came to Bethlehem they conferred with 
each other and said, "Now, what next? Here we are 
at last with no bread and ·no money." I' think Ruth 
said, "But I must go out to work. I must try to earn 
something. Yet I cannot do that. I will tell you 
what I shall do: 1 wi·ll ,go out as a gleaner; I will go 
out and beg somebody~s kindness; out into the harvest 
field I will go and gather up t'he f.ew straws that are 

. left :behind, whie:h the reapers hav,e neglected." Naomi 
said, "That is about the 'best that you can do. I know 
of no other opening than to go after the reapers. You 
have come back with me, and 'here 'We ar·e two poor 
beggar women, in Bethlehem, in the house of -bread." 

That is :how people come to Chdst. You remember 
the unjust steward said, "1 cannot dig; to beg 1. am ' 
ashamed." But you cannot get to heaven if you wiH 
not· beg. You will have to humble your pride, you 
will have to be dependent upon .somebody's grace, be­
cause you cannot serve God as His angels serve Him 
-"who maketh his angels spi1'lits, and his ministers 

without God. She did not· belong to the favoured 
people. She was not of the same race as Boaz or 
Naomi. And we are aliens, all of us. We are strangers. 
We do not belong tb the heavenly company. We do 
not know God's languag,e. We have not His nature. 
We are not akin to God, but are enemies in our minds 
Iby wicked works, children of wrath even as others. 
Is there any. chance at all that the Prince of Glory 
wi'll ever set His loye upon 'such as we are, poor Moab­
itegleaners, 'begging a supply of barley, that we may 
have merely our daily bread? 

Had you been writing that story, would you thus have 
written the foundation for it? Nothing is ,said here about 
the personal appearance of Ruth. No, it is not said, as 
it is said of some in the Book, that she was "fair to 
look' upon". I do not know what she was like. She 
may have been in many respects a most unattractive 
woman. I know we are unattractive 1 Can you tell 
me why anybody should love you? Can you? I never 
have been able to find any reason why anybody should 
love me. Weare a most unlovable lot, aH of U'S. 1 
never try ·to ex,plain marriages. They are inexplicable. 
But here is one of the strangest stories of aU; a beg­
galr, a stranger, becomes the heroine of the tale, and 
the ancestress of the Lord of Glory 1 

". II. 
Let us look at THl!; INTl!;Rl!;STING S!J.'l!;ps WHICH 

CUI,MINATl!;D IN MARRIAGl!;, but whkh are ordinarily 
described as courtshi:p,-how two people got to know, 
each other. I am always interested in that, to find 
out how it happened, where they met; and some-
times a strange tale is thereby unfolded. . 

Let us look at this. If I were to ask you this even­
ing, those of you who are Christians, how you were 
converted, there is ,not a man or woman here who 
could tell me. You could tell me, perhaps, most of 
you, that at a particular time and at 'a particular place, 
there came to you the consciousness that you wete a 
child of God. There· was a time when you were be­
trothed to your Well-Beloved. But if 1 say, Will you 
e~lain the gracious processes that .led you on step 
by step until you came to know the Lord, you could 
not do so. Few of us write our own spiritual biog­
raphy, and s'ome of. us would have to write it ju'st as 
Ruth did, or at least as Ruth's wa.'s wr.itten. 

Let me pause' a moment to talk to you who have 
had long experience in the Christian life. Some of 
you w:anteverybody to be run into your mould. I sat 
some years ago with a pasto~ and his deacons when 
cex:tain young people were Ibeing eXalIIlined as to' their 
fitness for baptism and church fellowshi.p. There was 
one deacon there who told his story again and again. 
He told how he was deeply convicted of sin, how for 
two weeks 'he was -un3;ble to sleep or to ea:t, and how 
at last one nigHt in desperation he went down by one 
of the piers of a bridge that crossed a smaH river in 
the town, and there he f.ound pea'Ce. And 'he insisted 
upon just such an experience on the p'art o,f everyone. 
It seemed to me that the -dear brother could hardly 

a flame of fire." Can you serve after that fashion? 
Yet we read that even the heavens are unclean in 
Bis sight, and that He charges His angels with folly. 
What 'chance have we of finding a place of service in 
the kingdom of the Holy One? No chance at all. We 
shall have to begin as Ruth did, as those who glean 
after the reapers. It is a ;pretty,park picture, is it not? 

But there is another point to which I must call your 
attention. Ruth came from Moab's land. She was not 
an Israelite. She was an a'tien from the commonwealth 
of. Israel and a stranger to the covenant. of promise, 

, believe that anybody could be conYerted at any time, 
anywhere, but ,down by that pier where he had been 
convel."ted 1 and that nobody )'Vas ,genuinely a Chris­
tian unless he or she had at ·least two weeks of sleep­
less nights 1 Blessed be God for such a :work of grace 
as that, when deep repentance is wrought in the soui 1 
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Some are 'brought to the Lord in a very different 
fashion, however, but. it is stiH grace,-

"Grace first contrived a way 
To save rebellious man; 

And a!1l the steps that grace display 
\iVhich drew the wondroU's plan." 

to hear the gospel. And I happened to be saved that 
night." No! No! Nothing happens to those upon 
whom our gracious' God has set His everlasting love. 

Ruth gleaned in the fields of Boaz, and then she talked 
~vith th~ lo~d of the field before she had· any hope or 

'$nterest ~n h~m. He asked somebody, "Who is that young 
woman yonder?" "Why", they 'said, "it is Ruth the 

How did Ruth' come. to know Boaz? In a very Moa'bitess who returned ,with her ,mother-in-1'a'W 
, natural way. Yet, it was very supernatull"al too' and N,aomi from Moa'b's land. She came and asked if she 
sometimes the supernatural is the most nat~ral thina- might glean after tlhe re3.pers, and we told her she 
in the world-at least it .seems to be the most naturaL might. She is here with the other poor women glean­
Ruth went out to glean in the field; in the quaint old ing.", Boat talked to Ruth, 'and sltill she did not know 
record it is written, "and her hap was to light on a who he was. He said, "It is aoB r.ig'ht. You follo'w 
p~r.t. of the field belongjng t9 Boaz." It just happened, aft.er the reapers. ,Go nO,t to glean in another field, 
d.Id It? W~at do you mean by ",it happened"? If you neither go from thence, but albide here fast by my 
mean that It was wit'hout human design, yes; but if .mai~ens: let thine eyes be .on the field that' they do 
;y.0u mean hy that that it twas tmerechance, then a reap, ·and go thou after ,them: have I not cha'rged the 
tho.usan<d times, no. Things do not happen to Ruth! young men that they shalll not tOUdl thee? and when 
Thmgs do not happen to God's elect people. "She thou art athirst, go unto· the ves-sels and drink of 
went, and catl,le, a.nd ·gtleaned in the. field' after the that wnich the young men have drawn:" She thanked, 
reaper~: and 'h,er hap was to light on a part .of <the field him, .s~e e,~r~ssed her gratitude that she had found 
belongIng unto Boat;" . . favor In hIS srght. 

'My: de.ar friends,. long 'before we knew Him we !iH' "'When did you,;begin to pray? I remember reading 
gleaned In the fie-Ids of Boaz. He had laden us' with a story that Mr. Spurgeon once told. When he was a 
b~nefits all 'our lives long be'!o're we Imew Him,- 'young preacher he said, speaking on one occasion, 

" . . ~, .' t'hat the Lord had answered his prayer before he wa's 
When ,all Thy mercy, 0 my God, converted. Some very s~rid theologian came. to take 

. My I1aptur~q. soul sur:veys ~ him to. task at the close of the s~t;'Vice. NOIW Spurgeon 
Transported:.;wIth the VIew I m lost wa:s one of the greatest theologIans the world has evel" 

In wonder, love,' and .praise. known, yet this man -came and said, "You made a mis-
"Unnumib~red comforts to my soul take .. this ~orning<' "How is t'hat, sir?" Spurgeon 

Thy tender care ,bestowed e.nquIred. You S'ald the Lord answered y«;lU'r p,rayer 
. Before-my ,infant heart conc~ived .before you were conv'erted. The Lord never answers 

From whom those comfol"ts ~owed. th~ prayers of people before they. are ~onverted., He 
answel"S the prayer only of HIS chtldr'en." Then 

"When in 'the' slippery paths of' youth some motlber in Israel overheard ,it, arid said, ",Go away 
With heedless steps I ran, with you, and do not bother the young man. Do you 

Thine arm unseen conveyed \ me safe, not know that I it is written, 'He giveth to the beast 
And led, me up to man. his food, and to t'he young ravens which cry'?, Are 

the ravens cOonverted? Yet th'e Lord hea,ret'h them." 
Y QU may call it contradktory a's much as you like, 
but I am positive the Lord answered my prayer be­
fore I knew I was a Christian. I know I met Boaz 
'in Hi'S own fields before I knew Him; I know that I 
taqked with Him and He' with me. You say, "You 
must have been the Lord's child and did not know it. 
When did' it .begin?" I do not know: I know on!ly 
that I rememlber the day when I was positive it was 
finished; when it ibegan, I do not know.· 

"Through hidden dangers. toils, and d~ath, 
It gently, dear,ed my way, , 

And throtig-h the pleasing snares of vice, 
More to be fear.ed than they. 

"When ~orn with· sickness, oft hast t,hou 
With health re,newed my face; 

And when: in sins and sorrows sunk, 
Revived my soul with graoce. 

"The bounteous hand with worldly bliss 
Has made my cU'p run o'er, . 

And in a kind and faithful friend 
Has doubled aU my stor~." ",;' , . 

• • • • .' '. '.: ~ I ,';' • . 

And when at l'a'st :we coine to know ,Boa'z, and we sit 
down with him and talk it all 'over-as they do, you 
know,e~laining to'.each other how the tn.ing occurred 
---'we have to .say, "How strahge::;#.:~~~~,;:phat that 
should have happened!" . I:t may;~q~;i~l'tat;i.ri·the glol"Y 
some man or woman will sa3", "H5w i<e'xtrabrdinary it 
was! I was going to anot'her church. I had not the 
slightest intention of going to Jarvis Street; but you 
remember that wet night? You remem'her when it, 
.rained almost 'as it did in the days of Noah? , W-ell, 
I could not go ,very far, and because I could not go 
anywhere else I 'happened to go in there. I happened 

If ~e go back over our Christian experience I am 
confident that we may recaU Jll'any a day in the fields 
of Boaz when we tdked with a Strange'l". Yes, there 
are times when we walked WJi.t'h the Lord, and our 
hea:rts burned within us, yet.we di~ not know wh"o the 
Stranger was Who talked with us. But there is the 
story: Rutli is gleaning after the reapers. 

Then, it is rather a sweet touch, that when mealtime 
came, and the reapers sat down to eat, it happened that 
Boaz was among them! I wonder why? He had, come 
from Bethlehem and had s1aid, "The LOTd bless you", 
and they rep Ideo, "The Lord be wilthyou." But he 
stayed! He stayed! W'hen the rea:pers at mealtime 
sat down, Ruth accepted the invitiation given and sat 
down with the rest. Then Boaz 'readh'ed her some 
parched corn, and she ate it. He played host that day,. 

--
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and saw that this poor widow from Moab's land was 
cared for, was looked after. Oh, turn back the pag~s 
of your life-story, and if your memory is quickened 
by the Holy Spi.rit you wi'H reca1'1 many a ti~e when 
a Stranger reached you some parched corn; many a 
time when you had got to the end of yourself, and 
Somebody stepped in Whose name'You did not know. 
But you. felt as though you had had a heavenly vision. 
When the bread was bioken, and He vanished out of 
your sight, you said,· "Perhaps it was a very ordinary 
circumstance after all." No, it was not: it was Boaz 
finding Hi~ place among J'he reapers. 

Then Boaz said, "OY ou stay ~n my field. There is 
plenty .for you here. Stay in my field; keep f1:!-st by 
my maIdens; -do n'ot glean anywhere else; you foHow 
after, them until the end of barley ha,rvest." How often 
have I seen people gleaning in the fields of Boaz!. 
There is ·a man who goes to chu:rch every Sunday. 
He loves to go; and not irifrequently he goes to the 
,place of prayer. He is interestoo in religious ser­
vices; he would rather 'hear a sermon than see a play 
any time. He loves to hear albout the things of God. 
I come to him and say, Are you a Christian, sir? "No", 
he replies. . You have not been born again? I continue. 
"No", ·he a.gain admits. You do not know Jesus 
Christ? "No". But you come to church? . "Yes, I 
love to' come to church. I would rather come to church 
than go anywhere else. Have you not noticed me 
among your regular hearers?" Yes, and I am glad 
you are ·here. I am glad you are in the fields of Boaz. 
I am glad you are where the hlessing may be had. 
Ah, yes! And again and again, Somelbody has reached 
him a little parched corn! And some day' Somebody 

. will introduce Himself. 
Then somehow or another as Ruth was gleaning she 

. f01-tnd there was· a good deal of barley on the groundJ -

not just an occasional straw here and t'here, but some­
times she would gather a. whole handful}. Do you 
know why? Because Boaz had. whispered to the reap­
ers, "Let her glean even 'among the sheav~s, and re­
proach her not: and let fall also some of the handfu1-s 
of purpose for her, and leave them, t'h'at she may gle3Jn 
them, and re'buke her not.!' So she gathered, and when 
even was come her hands were full. She threshed it, 
and took it home. . 

There was something I noticed as I was ·reading 
that chapter t.o you this evening t'h'at I had neVeT 
noticed beforf:. It is a fine thi11lg to read the Bilble 
over and over because' one finds something new with 
each reading.. "And she sat beside the reapers: and 
he re3Jched her parched com, and she did. eat and was 
suffi'ced, and ileft." She ha'd some lef.t over of that . 
Which Boaz .gave her. Then .when she came home it 
is s'aid; "And she brought fortlh, and gave to her 
(Naomi) that she had reserved after she was sufficed." 
She 'came home to N aom'i and said, "Mother, I have 
brought you just a little bit of that which/I received 
from his h::md." It was not what she had threshed 
out, but it wa&,. what Boaz gave her. She had a .little 
bit left over, and sh~ said, "I will take that home to 
mother." 
: People take some corn home from church sometimes 
to those who are not there. I t is like.a piece of wed­
ding,:c3Jke taken home to those who were not at the 
wedding. You cannot sit down with our Boaz among 
t'he reapers without :having something to take home. 

He not only suffi·ceth us, but gives us a little bit over 
to feed others who'are hungry. . 

When Ruth came home, and Naomi sa·w all the 
barley she had, she said, "R:uth, where have you been? 
Where hast thou gleaned to-day? 'People do not 
bring home as 'much as that when they go gleaning. 
In whose· fields have you been? Who has been good 
and kind to-day? Blessed is he of the Lord, who hat'h 
not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead." 
Then Ruth told her mother-in-law the story: "I was 
gleaming in the fieJds of a rich man. I met him, and 
found out afterwards his name was Boaz. I just hap­
pened to go into his field. He was so kind to me that 
he said, 'At mealtime :come thou hither, and eat of 
t'he bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar.' And 
when meahime came I sat down with the reapers. I 
had.a good meal, ana I brought you a little, mother. 
Then I went back to my toil'imd I fou'nd that the field 
was thicker; and see 'how much I have at the end of 
the day." 

Naomi had had experience, and she 15aid, "There is 
something 'in that! Boaz, did you say! . He is one of 
our near kinsmen. How extraordinary that you should 
happen to get into his field! What did he s·ay?". "He 
said I was not to go anywhere else.". "That is right", 
said Naomi, "it is good for you that you stay fast. by 
his maidens, that you abide in his fields. Shut your­
self up to Boaz; depend upon Boaz;' and it will be 
all. right." 

It is parallel to the' 'story of the unfolding 'of the 
purposes of grace in the life .of'many a 'believer. I 
caqnot teU you how many people I have seen with 
their hands full of barley .. I have felt like saying to 
them, You are not a Christian? "No." But.you have 
a great deal of b.arley. Where did· you getit-? "I am 
not a Christian, but I am interested in Christ. I like 
to go to church." You glean with the reapers, do 
you? Boaz has .had His eyes op' you many a day, and 
He will do 'more for you and with. you after a while . 

. That is how the Spirit. of God· sometimes' works, long 
before we are aware that God h'lls a purpose of grace 
in our lives. . .' 

There m~y be somelbody here whose' case I have 
'been describing. Spme ma.n or' ~orqe woman perhaps 
says, "Yes, I confess tha:t there was a time whep. the 
Bi,ble was very dry to me, but· now when I open ·it 
I find"-what do 'you find ?-"I find some 'handfuls of 
purpose for me. I go through the pages and it seems 
thlllt I find somethinges'pecial'ly for me. No, I am not 
a Christian; ·but I do deli!ght. in the things of God, 
and I hope some day-I hope s0'itle day that I may be 
saved. But I should not like to say that I am saved 
as yet." If thus far you have c?me, let !p'e give you 
Naomi's advice to Ruth, "It is good, my daughter, 
that thou go out with his maidens, that they meet thee 
not in any other field. Stay in the ~ay of blessing. 
Glean after the reapers until at la:st the secret is out, 
and you meet Bmiz in another way." 

III. . 

How DID THIS IN.TERESTING COURTSHIP CULMINATE 
IN MARRIAGE? How does the· Lover of our 'souls at last 
disclose H.i!? purpose and clai.m us for J:Iis own? How. 
does He do it?· 

I wish yo~· would read, at your rei'Sur~, the third 
chapter. Of course t~is is an 'old-worM 'story, a very 

" 
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ancient story, and some people would say that it is 
quite obsolete. _But as you read 'the third chapter y;ou 
wi!1l find that Ruth helped a little. Of course women 
are not supp'Osed to do that! Ea'ch is supposed to be 
like a sp'hinx-ju.st riot ,interested at ·all! It is sup­
pos'ed Ito be lall one-sided! Boaz -must make 'all the 
advances! That is what they say-and perhaps this 
is -rather ·old-fashioned! Perhaps this is the way it 
used to 'be ·done. But I am rather inclined to believe 
the fact to be that this Book, unlike 'Other books, tells 
the truth; 'becau.se I have a shr·ewd sUSlP.icion that .this 
lis how it is usually done ·even in ·our day! There is a 
m\ftuality about it. No! . No! .. I tis not. all on ·one 
sid'e' 
. A~d Naomi put Ruth up to it! She really did! She 
told her what to do. , 

Why should 'it not be mutual? I know that salvation 
is all of grace .. I know it is: At:J.d.I am positive that 
Ruth wou1d never have responded to the suggestion of 
her mother~in-Ia:w if she had not, almost unknown to her­
self, first of all, fallen in love. with Boas. She was not 
reluctant to do it. She 1?eg~n_ to feel that he was. a 
great and good man. We love Him 'becaus,e He first 
loved us. I t ~oughlt not to be immodlest to answer the 
appeal of love.· And while· s~lvation is all of grace, 
I KnO!W that our Boaz has· a way of winning the affe·c­
tions of His beloved, a~d mov-ing their ~i1ls, so th.at 
they do exactly w!hat qe wants· them to ·do .. Yes, it 
was with Ruth as it is -wi,tn eyery saved soul. Sotne­
where I !have read i't,--;" .. · 

"For. ah, the Mast.er is so fair, 
, So ,sweet His smile· on.'.banished men, 
':Chat they who ·meet Him unaware 

Can nev~r· r~st· on .e~rth ·again, 

"And . they who see.:Him .risen a·bove 
On God's right hand to welcome them; 

Forgetful stand of· home and . land, 
. Desiring- fair J erl:lsalem.'; _ . . 

. . 0 

What is the philosqphY· of .cOhversion? How does 
i,t happen? Like this., '~Wh.~I1. thou saidst,· Seek ye 
my .face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, 
win I seek." That is how it h~ppens .. God ·calls: we· 
answer.· Boaz propose.s: we· a·ccept ... 

Wh.at 'did Boaz say.? ·He 'said, ·"1 am thy near kins': 
man: hOwlbeit there is. a kinsman nearer than I, ·and 
I have not the first right to redeem the inheritance of 
the dead. There is· another·· kinsrri'an nearer,· and I 
shall 'have to give him his first chat;tce. I w.ill call ,the 
elders together, and I will summon him and will chal­
lenge him Ito exercis'e the '4ffice of redeemer .. But, 
Ruth, I ,do not think he will do it; and if he does not, 
I will do it. ·But we shall" 4a",e to· observe the la·w." 

Ruth went home, ari:\i told her mother-in-law, "I 
have ha,d another interview·'with Boaz. He told ,me 
a wondeTful story. H;e said ·he was a near kinsman, 
but not Ithe nearest 'of kin; ·and that he cannot redeem 
the inheritance ·until ;the other kins,man is out of the 
way. If the ~ther r~fusc;s, .then Boaz will do ·it.", It 
w~s then Naomi said, '.'It is all right, Ruth .. You do 
not need to worry any: more. Sit s·till, my daughter, 
until thou know how the matter will ·fall: for the man 
will not pe in rest, until he have filii'shed ,the thing 
this day. You can trust· Boaz. He will' see the thing 

through. Make no mistake, there ~s going to be a 
wedding! Boaz will finish his work. I know him. 
I know the stock of which he comes." 

You .l'emember how the custom of that. ·day was 
oIbserved: the elders, assembled at the gate 'Of the 
city. There were 'ten men, elders of the -city, and they 
·s·a:t down. Then Boaz 'said to the next kinsman, 
"Naomi, that .is oome again· out· of the country of 
Moab, selleth a pal"cel of loand, which was our 'brothel 
Eli,melech',s: and I thought to . advertise. thee,saying, 
Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the elders 
of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but 
if thou wilt not r,edeem it,. then tell· .me, that I may 
kn:ow : for there is nop.e to r.edeem it beside thee; 
and. I am after thee. And he ,said, I will l"edeem it. 
Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the 
hand of Naqrni; thou: must buy it also. of Ruth -the 
·Moalbitess, the wife of the dead, to·1"aise up th~ name 
of the -dead upon his inheritance. If you are going to 
take !the farm, you will hav.e. to take Ruth with it." 
"Oh", said the kinsman, ".that is another. story. I am 
willing. to redeem the . landi, but I d.o not know about 
her! I 'cannot redeem it for mY'self, Fest I .mar mine 
ow~· inheritanoe·:· redeem thou my right to thyself; 
for I cannot· redeem it."· , 

Then B~az plucked .off his shoe, as was the manner 
of .that time, confirming ,these things. Boaz bought 
the .,inheritance. He 'said to· the ·elders, "Ye are wit­
nes'ses this day, that I have bought all that was 
Elimelech'·s, and all tha.'t· was Ohilion's and Mahlon's, 
of ·the hand. of Naomi. Moreover Ruth the· Moabitess, 
the·wife cif Mahlon, hav-e I purchased·to'be my wife." 
He paid -d'own the money in the sight of the· elders, 
and s·aid, "It, is arl settled." 

Naomi was rig~t: he finished the thing that day. 
He di·d not stop ·until ·it was finished. He said to 
Ruth, "Everything. is now out of 'the way"; and he 
took the inheritance, and took Ruth the M-oabitess 
to be his wife. And the record, 'While ·-it says nothing 
a,bout the appearance- of Ruth, does say that he was 
a very great man, and a mighty man of wealth; and 
the ·poor widow-gleaner became the bride· of a mil-
lionaire. . 

How did he do it? . There was 'another kinsman, 
nearer than Boaz whose -duty\ it was to redeem the' 
inheritance. And our Lord Jesus was not ,our kins­
man. W'e were Moabites. He was n·ot our kinsman. 
But when fl,esh and blood did in Adam fail,· God saw 
to it that flesh and blood "should strive again, against 
the f'oe, should strive and should not fail". "He took 
not on him the nature of angels; but he took 'On him 
the seed of Abraham." He :became ·our Kinsman, hone 
of our bone, and flesh of our flesh, in order t:hat He 
might hav-e the right to l"edeem us. "When the ful­
ness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law,> to redeem 

. them that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption 'Of .sons." Our Boaz, our Redeemer, has 
paid the purchase ,price. He has bought the inherit­
ance, and He has bought us with the inheritance; 
and beyond all peradventure some -day there is going 
to 'be 'a wedding! The marriage 'Of the Lamb will 
oome! Nothing can stop it .. And' when it comes, the· 
univers~ shall be . advertised-to use :the old phmse 
in our te:lCt; "I thought to adv-ertise them", to inform 
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thee-the unhnerse shall be informed that His wife 
made'herself ready .. 

You· have read the parable 'of the pearl .of great 
price. What d.oes it 'mean? A merchantman seeking 
pearls, who, when 'he found a pearl----'What d'oes it 
mean? Is that sinner ·seeking -everlasting life ? No. 
You cannot obtain eV'erlasting life by selling all y,ou 
h!ave and buying it .. The merchantman was Jesus 
bhri-st Himself, and the 'pearl of great pri·ce was the 
church, His bride, His own possession. When He 
found her, He sold all that He had ·and ·bought 'her. 
God the Father, God the Son,and God the Hply Ghost, 
if I may dare to say so, invested ali heaven's wealth 
in the enterprise of redempti.on. And He is going to 
'have ,the purchase of His blood. Our Boaz will hav-e 
His Ruth., 

And when ,the wedding day shall 'come, the wedding 
shall be furnished with guests·. There will be no 
vacant seats; when by and by the celestial city is 
occupied,eV'ery mansion will have a tenant. There 
will not be one with a sign, "To Let". Ther.e will 'be 
no vacant houses, and there will 'be no single vacant 
chair at the Marriage Supper 'of the Lamb. W.hy? 
"The man will not 'be -in rest, until he have finished 
the thing this day." Our Bridegl'oom is not easily 
discouraged. Our Bridegroom will not be turned 
aside from His 'pul"poses. He "loved' the ·church, and 
gave 'himself for it; that he might sanctify and clean'se 
it, with the washing of water by the word, that he 
might .pres·ent it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that 
it ·shou'ld 'be holy 'and without 'blemish." . 

Let us sing that 'hymn we have been 'singing a good 
deal in ·our prayer..lmeetings of l:ate,-

"Loved with ·everlasting love, 
Led by. grace that love to know; 

Spirit, 'breathing from a'bove, 
Thou 'hast taught me it is so I 

Oh, this full and perfect peace I 
Oh, this transport all divine! 

In a love which 'cannot oease, 
I am His, and He is mine. 

"Heaven above is softer 'blue, 
Earth around is sweeter green! 

Something lives in every hue 
ChristIess eyes 'have never seen: 

Birds with gladder songs o'erflow, 
Flowers with deeper 'beauties shine, 

Since I know, as now I know, 
I am His, and He is mine. 

"Things that once were wild alarms 
Cannot now disturb my rest; 

Closed in eV'erlasting arms, 
Pillowed ·on the loving 'breast. 

Oh to lie for ever here, 
Doubt aad care and self resign, 

While He whispers in my ear,~ 
I am His, and He is mine! . 

. "His for ever, only His; 
Who the Lord and me shaH part? 

Ah, with What a' rest of 'bliss 
Christ can fill the loving ·heart! 

Heaven and ,ea·rth may fade and flee, 
First-born light in 'gloom decline; 

But, while God 'and I shall be, 
I am His, and He is mine." 

"ALL THESE THINGS ARE' AGAINST ME." 

:(Continued from page 3.) 

Sweet after bitter, hope after fears, 
Home after wandering, praise af,ter tears. 

"Sheaves after sowing, sun aifter rain, 
Sight after mystery, pea·ce after pain; 

Joy after sorrow, ,calm after' b'last', 
Rest after weariness, ·swe~t rest at last. 

"N ear a"f!ter :d:istant, gleam after gloom, 
:Love after loneliness, Hfe after tomb; 

After lon1g agony, rapture ,of-bliss, '\ 
Right was the'pat~way leading to this." 

A NEW EV ANGELICA,L PERIODICAL. 

We 'have before us the third number .of 'The Evangeiical 
Quarterly published by James Clark & Co., London, and W. 
F:. HenderSon, Edinburgh, and at Amsterdam by Kirberger 
& Kesper.·" The Editorial Comm~ttee ,are Rev. Professor John 
R. -McKay, D.D., and Rev. Professor ponald Maclean, D.D-., . 
Edinburgh. 

The magazine i~ describ~ as lOA Theological Review, inter­
national in Scope and Outlook, in Defense of the Historic 
Christian Faith." . 

We welcome this able ally in the great war for the faith 
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•••• 
FUNERALS IN LIBERIA. 

A letter fl'om Missionary A. J. Lewis, 
dated June 2nd, contains the foHowing 
interesting account of the work in th~t 
devil-beridden country: 

"We find! that the only way to get the 
people at this time iJf the year is at 
night-time; so we have heen going out 
and holding services at night in the 
villages. These services have .been well 
attended, and people have· asked: us to 
come back often; so I Ibelieve the seed 
is finding a·fodging-place in many hearts. 

There have ·been several deaths· in the 
villages around, and: it is pitiful to hear 
the :bitter wailing. Their method of 
burying the body' is g;ruesome. After 
the perllon d'ies, . the oody is ·washed, 
rubbed with chalk, dressed, and Iaid: iJut 
in the kitchen 01'1 open hut at the rear of 
the house.· A flire is maintained at 
night, ·and the people keep mourning, 
singing, and drumming, and finally 
sleep ibeside the body through the night. 
Next morning, rice 'is placed ·upon the 
breast, and in the· ears iJf the corpse, 
and a, man, holding a chicken aloft, 
calls upon the body to witness if i·t is 
d1spleased with them. The chicken is 
then pIaced where it can eat ·the rice. 
If it eats the rice, the indication is that 
the person de·ad :bears no malice; ,but 
should the chIcken refuse the rice, then 
there is anger in the heart of the dead 
person. By the side of the .body a large 
pan is placed, and the mourners place 
rice therein, and then the rice and the 
chickens are given to those who bury 
the de·ad ibodY. The wife, ·or husband, 
as the case may Ibe, calls upon the body 
to remem!ber all the good things they 
~ave done for him, and to be their friend 
in the next world, after which, the ,body 
is taken away .to the buried. The ;body 
is cut into pieces at the grave,·. so that 
the person cannot return to the village 
and do harm to the inhabitants. This 
is done in most cases, unless "the reo 
latives state that the 'body must not 'be 
cut. Fear, dark, terrifying fe·ar, is 
what fills the hearts ·of the native in 
Hie, and dread of the most fearful kind 
grips them in death. 

"Tt:uly we are bringing light to a 
people who 'sit ·in darkness', and life to 
a people that sit in the 'shadow ·of 
death'. Into th1s· prison-house of fear 
and devilish ,bondage we have come to 
take away some of Satan's prisoners; 
and as we la1bor ·on the devil's own terri~ 
tory, where for so many years he has 
held sway, we are conscious of a great 
need of prayer and divine help. We feel 
that we are utterly helpless without the 
real prayer of the people at hoone. Oll'ly 
prayer in the Holy Ghost will do for 

Africa. Such prayers will never ·be 
wasted; for He always prays according 
to the will iJf God. He wiH so set us 
free from self-interest, and selfish pray­
ing, ·that we shall be free to pour ·out 
our hearts for His interests and King-
dom." . 

* * • * 
PREACHING TO AN· UNTOUCHED. 

. TRIBE. 

that ):le may early in life see the need of 
accepting Christ as -his Saviour, and 
thus perhaps .Iead his· tribe to ·the feet 
of the Master. We are in ·the midst of 
heathendom, separated entirely from the 
coast ·and white folk, and! among an un­
touched, unsaved, unevangelized tribe •. 
~ay on, pray on, pray on. This is our 
request. If the people at hOine do this, 
we shall be able to report the victol'ies; 
if they fail, then. we fail to·o, and 
pr·ecious souls perish."-Missionary. H. 
L. Davey, iJf Liheria. . 

* • • • 

"'fhe work is giving us cause for 
prayer ·and praise. We had a wonder­
ful time fast Sunday. There was a con~ 
ference of the native chiefs· for the whole 
of this district, and we invited them over . . ROUYN. . 
to hear the Gospel. It was my turn to :r,he Wellmgton B!o.the!s ~re husy 
preach, and I spoke from that great .and Wl,th house-to-house vIsItatIon. In Roum· 
well known chapter in I Kings 18. The They h~ve had some. very mterestmg 
interest was great, and I asked them talks WIth peop.e there,. and the !>ther 
plainly if the s·pirits their fathel's wor- day they hadth!l' great JiJy o.f leadIng a 
shipped wel'e really helpful, or what Freneh Romarust to. 9hns.t. Some 
they had seen them do. fol' their people. oth~rs are u~der conVIctIon. Pray for 
Tpen I told them of GiJdand His wonde.r. theIr converslO~. * • • 
flil works and His dealings with the 
children of men, and 'brought -in the 
Gospel, and findshed up with ·an earnest 
appeal tc> the'se men to serve and follow 
the on,ly t~ue ·God. One of ·our boys·, 
who was educated at the Lutheran Mis­
sion, and is, we ·believe, truly saved, and 
has a great love fiJr the Word and 
preaching, told me afterwards that my 
mess~ge had struck home, and that it 
was just what thes·e men needed. I do 
pray· that they may take the message 
home, 'and·that the Holy Spirit will ·burn 
it into their hearts, and: that it may ,bear 
fruit. / 

ORANGEVILLE. 
A young lady, brought to Christ in 

this· church, was ,baptized .sunday even-
ing 'last. . 

* • • • 
HUMBER SUMMIT. 

Mr. Ernest Root, a first year student 
of our Seminary, who attended the To- , 
ronto Bible College Ibefore coming to our 
school, is doing fine work at Pine Grove, 
near Wc>odJbrldge, and ·alSiJ at Humber 
Summit a few miles away •. He reports 
a morning attendance of around eighty. 
This good congregation is due to an In­
crease since he first took over this work, 
in which Rev. C. L. Rumball, now pastor 
of Oakwood Baptist Church, used to 
18lbour. While these churches are not 
officially Baptist they have an im-
mersed membership. . 

• * • • 

Last night I had! a talk with the ·oldest 
woman in this town. She is vel'Y near 
eternity. She is poor, and I have given 
her a little food now and then. I told 
her of the ·love ·of ·Christ for her, and 
begged her to accept Him. She said 
she did pray for help every day; so I 
asked her to pray for Him to cleanse EMMANUEL, MIMICO. 
her heart. It is. so hard fo,r these people This' new cause suffel'ed a severe set-
to understand their depravity. They back last May. Mr. Maitland Jones, a 
seem to have a fatal delus"ion that some- ·student who came to McM·aster Univer­
how or other all will /be well. Oh, the sity from New Zealand, took charge as a 
horror of so many. of them dying with Regular Baptist, saying publicly that he 
this false and satanic hope, and waking was prepared! to stay for three years. 
up in a "long, lost eternity! I teU you, He did good work for ·a time, winning . 
M--, it makes Y'0ur heart ache to see the ,affection of his peop"Ie, together 
it. Do tell the ipeople to pray that the with that of a good number of attendants 
·Light may !burn through these darkened who were not members. Suddenly, 
minds.. however,. he renounced our position, and 

"The Paramount ,Chief of this dIstrict in a written statement declared that he 
has given me his little ,boy, and asked did not believe in the ordinance of 
me to ,train him in the way a child baptism. To him it was' Jewish, un­
should ,be brought up. This gives me··a chl'is-tian, and unscripturaI. He said 
great hold on the ·Chief, and I am hoping also that he did not believe in the or­
that I may be the means of helping leaa dinance of the Lord's Supper. To him 
this man to the ·Saviour. He is very· it also was unscriptural. W'hen hiS' re­
powerful and has large mUnlbers undel' signation was r·eq~ested, although the 
his control, and the son will ultimately member·s· iJf the church were unanimous 
be chief; so that my responsibility is in their decision, a large part iJf the 
great. The little. chap seelllS ve·ry happy congregati-on, who were not members, 
in the new sphere. He is quite playful, many of them not Christians,. found it 
and I ·often forget and think that it is difficuIt to understand his dismissal. A 
my own ·boy I have with me. I trust I nu·m:ber of them, nevertheless, have 
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lately ~een return.ing to the services. Mr. churches was especially noticeable to one thing, by painting the outside of the 
Jones is' now working under the old Con- thos'e who had attended Association church building, and another, Iby declar-
vention in Palmerston. meetings in the old Convention. The ing for self-support. Rev. Donald Fraser 

* * * * Moderator's message told of how faith has been with this church for six months, 
A JEWISH GIRL'S CONVERSION. enters into every activity of.lboth the in· and the Lord has certainly used! him in 
We have seen a singular case. in the dividual Christian life and the church a remarkalble way. 

conversion ·of a young Jewish girl, 13 life. After another short s'ong ser,vice" * * * 
years old .. She has been attending the Rev. C. J. Loney, who came all the way WINNIPEG. 
se·rvices at the mission for nearly :Ii from Hamilton to spe·ak to us, delivered .A group of Regular Baptists' in Winni­
year and for a long time was a source a stirring and searching message on peg have Mr. J. F. Dempster as their 
of great annoyance to the work. ~ ~he "Four Principles. Which .s~ould ~overn." student ·pastor. Their membership is 
would disturb the services and fight Wlth .The ~ew U:mon IS blessed II! ~avmg men twenty-two, but all are active Christians 
the children. When ejected, she would of thIS calIbre, who are iWlllmg to put -as all Christians ought to be. 
throw stones at the winaows and bang themselves at the disposal of their weak- The first advertisement of this church 
on the doors. She frequently followed er .brethren, even to the inconveniencing. appearing in the Winnipeg papers reads: 
those attending the meetings to their of. themselves'. It w~s Mr. ~oney's some- "Bethany Regular Baptist Church: Sun~ 
homes caHing them all sorts of names, thmg-or-other weddmg anruversary,-we d . M . 11 S . d 
and a~nouncing 'to others that they ·at.' dare not guess at it, and! confess to hav- ay servIces, orrung, a.m.; un 'ay . f tt h' h h 'd M School, 12.15 p.m. Evening, 7 p.m. Nor-
tended our mission (which is, of course, mg orgo en w IC one e sal I. rs. man Hall, Sherbrook St., jus,t 'south of 
a great reproach among the Jews). On Loney was along, too, and: theY both Portage Avenue. J. F. Dempster, Des 
Sunday she was so unusually trouble- agreed that it was an ide'al way to spend Moines University. In full sympathy 
some that we had to put her out, when an ~nniversary of such an impo~ant with the Baptist Bible Union of North 
she began throwing stones and pound- event../' America, and the Union of Regular Bap-
ing ihe door, until at last it was neces" Immediately after the opening of the tist Churches in Ontario and Quelbec". 
sary to call a policeman from aeros's the evening ~ervice the Nominating Com· * * * 
street. Immediately she began to mittee 'brought in its report, and the offi- ., 
argue with the .officer, until 'at last he cers for the ensuing year lWere chosen. MISHA W A W A, INDIANA. 
had to take her away,-almost carrying Th~!lew Moderator, Mr. J. Bonthron, of Dr. M. E. Hawkins is pastor of the 
her -by force. As soon as ·he was out Onll~a, assumed! charge of the meeting, First Bap?st ,Church. Here i.s a sum­
of sight, however, she was baek again, !1nd m a few words thanked the gather- mary. of hIS wOf.k .for the first SIX months 
and so conducted herself as ·to seem to mg for the honour bestowed. He re- of thIS year: ·Smce Jan, 1st, 64 people 
us almost demon-possessed. We then viewed the organizing o;f the Associa- 'have come forward and conf~s\Sed Christ; 
took her into· the mission office ana tion a little over a year ago, and: spoke 37 of them have been baptized, 8 have 
prayed with her. She ·broke down com- of th~ spiritual uplift and the good fel- cO~e into the church on. confession .of 
pletely and ·cried. Then she began' to 10wshiP that had been the re'srult so far. faIth! and 6 by lette!, Wlt~ no. specIal 
pray, confessing her sins to God, and He suggested that, where possible, the ~eetmg at all.. Durmg thIS time the 
then, turmng to one of the girls with churches group themselves into small pa~or has officla~edJ at 35 fuperals and 
whom she had' fo.ught, asked' her for- and freque'ntly·meeting pastors'-and-peo- u.nlted ~4 couples m holy matnmony. Be­
giveness. pIe's confer.ences·, A~ong oth.er things', SIde thIS, over 400 .. pe;rs·onal calls have 

Since that d1ay there has been a most the ResolutIons CommIttee suggested, a been made, to say n<?t~l1ng of the .regular 
decided change, and! a gradual softening Fall meetin'g at a date to ;be s'et :by tp.e work of the busy mInister." 
in her attitude and actions·. She lias executive, at which no business! would Ibe * * *. * 
confessed 'Christ as her personal conducted, but the time entirely given OHIO. 
Saviour, not only to us at the mission, over to prayer and fellowship· and the The President of the Union of Regular 
but to ·her Jewish playmates. When the preaching of the Gospel. This meeting Baptist Churches of Ohio says: 
missionary was leaving the city recent- is to be .held at StQuffville. The Barrie "The Union of Regular Baptis,t 
ly to conduct a special evangeUstic mis- church I invited the dele'gates to meet Churches of Ohio is now abou.t eight 
sion in one of our churches, she came to with them neoct year for the annual ass a- months old. Friends will be interested 
him and said, "Mr. Kendall, I want you ciation 'gathering, and the invItation was to know that there are now 13 churches 
to know that I win !pray for you every ~ccepted unan'imo~s[y. Rev. C .. J .• Loney listed in its membership. These churches 
day while you are away.'" She has since gave us the closmg addresS!. HIS' sub- have, ,by vote of their membe·rship, 
been baptized.-A Messenger of Gr·aee, ject was', "The Second Caming, Its' Puri- severed every connection with the old 
Rev. G. W. Allen, Editor. fying Influence and Its Serious Aspect." convention and associations, and! now 

* * .* * We will not soon forget either of Bro- have no other affiliation than the Union 
SUNDERLAND ASSOCI.t\.TION. ther Loney's addresses and'the Christian of Regular Baptist Churches. The 

On Wednesday, July 26th, the Sunder· fellows'hip at Orillia. We are eagerly memhership of these churches totals 
land Association of Regular Baptist looking forward to the Fall meeting at close to the three thousand mark. Fol· 
Churches met in Orillia and enjoyed the Stouffville.-Rev. A. C. Whitcombe. lowing is the list at pre'senJt: Central, 
hospitality of the Bethel Regular Bap- * * * Columbus; Emmanuel, Toledo;' Taber-
tist Church of that town. There were WYMAN, P.Q. naele, Toledo; Fostoria, EI~ia, -Camden, 
fourteen churches represented: Baker Not waiting f'or any 'board! to give him Wellington, Medina, LaGrange, McDon-
Hill, Barrie, Bobcaygeon, 'Cannington, a "field" in which to labour, Mr. K. M. aId; Trinity, Lorain; 'and E'ast Side, 
Fenelon Falls, Lindsay, Markham I, Cutler, a second .. year stud~nt of the To- Lorain. The church pastored by Rev. 
Markham II, Mitchell Square, Orillia, ronto Baptist Seminary, started off inde- C: M. McKay Smock, of Charl!lston, W. 
Scotch Line, Stouffville, Sunderland~ 'and pendently for the Ottawa Valley, taking Va., has also united with the Ohio Union. 
West Oro. At least one hundred and his material equipment in a haversack. Other churches are planning to unite 
fifty pe'ople gathered in the Orange Hall, Una1ble to find' at one place suitable work in the near future." 
where the Orillia folks meet for the pre- w.ith which to support himself, he travel- * * * * 
sent. The West St. Assemlbly very kind- led on to another, settling at Wyman, CALVARY, GRAND RAPIDS. 
ly allowed the use of their basement, and Quebec. He visited every home for four Sunday, July 14th, wa's a happy day 
the Orillia ladies' satisfied the visitors miles, reading the Scripture and pray- for Pastor Wm. Headley and the saints 
with a fine meal. , . ing with the pe'ople, and' he ·held a ser· of Calvary Church. It was.the occasion 

Rev. C. M. Carew, of Fenelon Falls, vice Sunday morning. Most of those of the dedic'ation of the completed unit 
the first Moderator of the Association, whom he visited came to hear him of their new' house of worship. The de. 
was in the chair, and' the afternoon ses- preach the old Gospel from the old Book. dicatory ·service took place in the after-
sion opened with ·a s'eason of prayer and ' * * * noon, and was well attended. Several of 
praise. In answer to Clerk Fawcett's ST. THOMAS. the former pastors took part in the ser-
roll-call, the 'various churches su'bmitted Most church progress is uphill. That vice. A fitting climax to the day was 
short reports, which were indicative of is the kind of work that Hiawatha Street the :baptismal service in the evening, in 
prosperity and' progress, The interest Regular Baptist Church is doing. They which four young people were ·buried 
of mis.sionary endeavour among our have. lately improved their position, for with ·Christ. 
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tbe ~ltar j='ire. 
By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.D., Dean of Tor·onto Baptist Seminary,. 

Sunday August 4th. seeks to make it good in us. "He breaks ~urr~. Some travellers were journey-
. . . ' . 4 the power -of cancelled sin." Many per- mg m the backwoods of one of the 

Srnntual Freedom.- . Mark ~:21-3 sons think themselves f.ree when, alas, States in the F·ar West. They put 1lIP 
Jesus loved to give freedom to men. they are the yeriest ·slaves. Some are for .the nigtht at a ,wayside inn, where 

He -loved to remove the restrictions enslaved by covetous'ness, others ,by evil they were warted upon iby an aged 
which disease and infiriiiity placed desire, some by passion, others !by drink; negress, w.hose ·heavy downcast look and 
around their activities. His mimcles of some 'by falsehood, others by 's'elf, and weary tread told ·too' plainly that she 
healing were proclamations .of liberty. all these- and many others need to ibe was still a slave. "Auntie," they said 
Whether it was arm, or eye, or ear, or delivered from sIn's power. Do we know to her, in the famBiar title 'Often given 
tongue, or limb that was bound in the .what deliverance means 1 Or is some to slaves, "Are you not free 1" "Me 
grip "of disease, Jesus said "Disease· loose chain ,of evil habit still holding us in ree', Massa!" said the poor woman. 
thy hold and let ~im go!" and; it found ibonds? Jesus came that we might reign 'Oh, no, I'se' not free; I'se only just 
its jubilee. So with· the human mind, as kings .over self and sin. He has con- slave." "Well, ,but auntie," said they 
when that had been led into captivity, quered every sin for us, every temprta.- 'don't you imoW' thalt aU the slaves hav~ 
when He found reason shut up in a tion, every -enemy has 'been met -and been set f~1 . Haven't they told you 
drea?-'Y dungeon. He .loved to l?ose the .mastered!by the all-conquering Lord and thart. President Lincoln has passed! an r 
captIve ~rom her c·hams' and ·brmg iba~k Saviour. Now He seeks to conquer every Act In Congre~s !that ther,: are to be :111() 

the. banIshed one to -her ,throne· a'gam. sin in us so that even every thought mere slaves m the UnIted States 1" 
He thus proclaimed a mental jUbpee. may be 'brought inIto captivity to the I "Well, massl!-," said the negress, "I did 
Th:e~e, ho~ever, were but. fig1fres of the .obediencce of Christ. This will mean ,he!lr ~omethIDg a:~out it, !but my massa 
s~1:-tual-I.e. the enl!ln~IpatlOn of. the freedom indeed! whe,n a man is freed·\ saId It had nothIng to do :with me; I 
spmt of man: The dISClpl~s sometnl?-es utterly from the power of sin. This is ~ust go on as:.I :~, 'before; I ;must ~e 
s'eemed to thmk that the liberty whIch -the New 'Covenant promise that the law IJust a slave still. Now, auntIe," SaId 
Jesus came to bring was merely politi- shall he 'W'l'itten in the heart. ~ ;the visitors, "you go straig,ht to 'YOur 
cal~ release from the hated Roman Wed d A t 7th cruel master and say to him, 'Mas·sa I 
yoke. But if that were ~l- He came· to F d' f nes ah~' UgH-us ... ·.5-17 never ,do a'll;y more work for you a; I!, 
do He need not have come at aU. The ree om 0 sons. tp .-:- omans V'~~~. • 'slave.' You tell Mm so, and you s,tick 
Etern·al S'on of ·God was not needed for '. Whatever tenden~Ies ~ay yet remaIn I,to it. The Govern·ment of the c·ounItry 
that. Another Moses could have led In o~r ~aJture, actIng hke the law of 'I has set y()u free, 'and your old master 
them out of that lbondage, Jesus had a ~avltatH)n. to. draw us downward, ,the can't compel you to lbe a. 'Slave another 
m~ch higher and grander worlc tQ do. life-of C~nst In' th~ '~oul may·be so e:m- ,hour.". At last she was prevailed upon 
HIS sphere was not merely ,local or powe~ed .hy the Splr~t of God, thl!-t hke' to do It. She claimed her freed'om and! 
political, but in the secret of man's the 1·i:fe In ,the. tree, It d()es. not YIeld to she got it. There are many to-day kep.t 
hear.t. He c·ame to save us from our these te~dencI~, but grows upward in bonda'g6 bY. the Devil's lie J es·us 
sins, from the captivity into which sIn to~ards !perfection .. How delightful .is says, "I am corne down to deliv~r." Do 
'had led us', "to deliver us out of ·the ~IS fr~edom~freedlOm to do all. th~ WIll· you nat know it? If you know it, why 
hand of our enemies, so j;hat we might of GOO .. The freedom ()f .SonshI'P IS an- do you remain in :bondage another daY" 
serve Him without fear in righteou~ness o,ther dehg.ntful advance In the path of Saturday, August 10th. . 
and holiness all the days 'of our hves." h~erty. It ~e.ans a freedom from. all FreeMm enjoyed.-
He came to give a liiberty of soul which kinds of serVll~~ and fear, an!i enJol;- Gal. iii:26':29, Gal. iv:1-7 
will ultimately mean the e·ntire eman- ment of the prIvIleges of s~nshlp .. ThIS_ The Lord Jesus Christ, who won our 
cipaltion of spirit, mind, and body, for fol.I~ws on wh:a:t has·lbeen 'saId: for If the 'liberties for us 'by His own blood, now 
.the ·race. SPIrIt of ChrIs~ ,Possess us, and we are offers· them to us in His word. They are 

Monday, August 5th. le~ by the .spmt of Go~ really under not to 'be experienced by stl"uggle~ or ef-
F1'eedom from sin's penalty.- HIS control, then we are Indeed the sons fort, hut in union with Christ. The chains 

lsa. liii: 1-12 of ;G;od. "For as' many as are led by the of sin, which we can never brea·k fall into 
The Lord Jesus looked; down and SaJW SPIrIt of God, they are the 'sons .of God." I sin, which we can never Ibil'eaik: fall into 

us to be a world of ,law breakers, and Thursday, August 8th. f·ragments when we accept His 'handi.. 
therefore Ibound over by justice to pun- Perfect Freedom.- Acts :l:vi:22-34 "He sets the' prisoner free." Ob- take 
ishment, He saw that among us there If 'a man accepts the full liberty which His hand then, and in Him' en:l~y the 
was no deliverer and no escape. And so, J~sus .b!ings, nothing ~an really ea~e f~eedom which is :now :your blood-bought 
like M'ose,s~ only infinitely greater, He hIS spIrIt. Paul and SIlas· as' to theIr rIght. And then haVIng accepted we 
leflt :the palace of the Eternal King, laid bodies were throst into the inner ;prison must abide iIn it. Or rather we ~ust 
asid'e His roibes and titles of royalty. at Philippi, and <Ilheir feet were made albide in Him, and so shaH we continue 
He assumed our ihutml:n dress and came fast in the stocks·, ibut ~heir 'spirits were I to pe free. The enemy's effort ever is 
doWn to redeem; and as no other ransom free, they were mountIng to the very to Induce ·us .to leave our place of liherty 
wa's sufficient to deoliver us, He offered throne of God ana laying their tributes. I in Christ. "Stand fast, therefore' in the 
Himself "without s,pot to God~" our 'of praise and 'worship, there. John the 'liberty wherewith Christ hath Diade us 
Passover sacrificed f-or us, and so He Beloved was a captive at Patmo's, but I free, and be not entangled again with: 
sprinkled the doorway of the New Exo- "in the spirit" he moved ani,ongst the the yoke of !bondage." In- the old slave 
dus with His own blood. The infinitely glories. of the :heavenly world, amid days. a lady 'brought her black servant 
Just and Holy One could remit the angelic com~any, and' saw the glories of on board an English ship, and she' laugh­
penalty due ·to sin ()nly in thiS! way. The the Lamb-and ;th~ new Jer.u~alem. inglY'said·to the captain, "I suppose if I 
death of Jesu.s upheld the dignity of Bunyan was shut up m Bedford JaIl, lbut and Aunt ·Chloe were to go to England, 
law, gave· to justice its full demand, and in ·spirit he was away travelling with the she would be free?" "Madam'" said the 
to love an unibound'ed expressi'on. SO' pilgrims on the heavenly road, in the captain, "s'he is now freet Th'e moment 
Jesus, iby 'allo,wing Him,self to 'be bound, house Beautiful, on the Delectable Moun- she came on iboard a British vessel she 
becomes the deliverer and emancipate's ;t~ins,!n th~ land B:eulah, a~d ~ to the was fr~e.'! When! the negro woman 
the guilty from tlie Ibonds of 'Punishment. <;:elestIal ·Ctty. How glOrIOUS IS such knew thIS she would not leave the ship'-

TuesdaY, August 6th. hberty! , _ not she. S'he was in the place of liberty, 
Freed01n from sin's power.- - Friday, August 9th. and she was not ,going 'back again to the 

Romans vii:14-25, viii:14 Freedom known.- Luke iv :14-21' realm of bondage. So let us abide in 
The Redeemer came not simpiy to ·save We must know ·the w()rd of freedom. Chrisit, and we 'shall never .'be slaVeS 

'lIS from the guilt and cond·e·mnation of There are many who do no·t know theil'e again. "U;nto· Him that loveth us, and 
sin, but from the sin- itself; to lift men is such a fre·edom to· 'be enjo.yed. Sho·rtly loosed us' from our sins in His own Iblood, 
above its power, anell to have dominion after the Emancipation of the Slaves and made us kings and' priests unto God 
over it; "Sin shall not have dominion Act had been passed in the United States· land His Father; to Him be glory and 
over you" is a d:ivi~e ,pro:m,ise, and Jesus by Preside·nt Lincoln. t~is incident oc- dominion for ever and ever. Amen.". 

/ 



16 (204) THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

. Baptist Bible Union Lesson Leaf think on our Sayiour in His redemptive 
work and present exaltation, and iflhus 

Vol. IV. No.3. recei'Ve enc()IUragement to, resist sin. In 
teachingt ·attention may be given to the 

REV. ALEX. THOM'SON. EDITOR. character, purpose and significance of a 
race, to the necessity for fitness 'and 

Lesson 33. August 18th, 1929. concentrati·on in the race. 
Third Quarter. . II. ENDURING CHASTENING WITH 

SUBJECTION, (vs~ 5-11). 
RUNNING THE RACE. 1. This paragr8iph is ·one which the 

Lesson Text: Hebrews, chapter 12 Chr'istian ought to study for his en-
• lightenment and encouragement. He is 

Golden Text: "Wherefore seeing we also called upon to go tihrough ceritain ex­
are compassed about with so great a periences which are anythi'llg but 'pleas­
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside ant, 'and he cannot understand the reason 
every weight, and the sin which doth for ·it. May i-t n·ot be contained here? 
so easily beset us, and let us run with There is not a perfect life among us; 
patience the race that is set before we- all need correction and chastisement 
us."-Heb. 12:1. at times, and: we are the ibetter for it 

I. RUNNING THE RACE WITH. afterwards if we sulbmit to it. We are 
PATIENCE, ('VB. 1-4). instructed not to deSipiise :such chasten-

1. The !teaching of these verses i-s ing, nor faint when the Lord rebukes us, 
illustrated from the P'llblic games whieh because it is administered in lO'Ve, (vs. 
were comm'on in those early days~ the 5, 6). The divine purpose is the parlec­
athlete in his preparation and actual tion of the individual, Ibis guidarnee in 

the way of righteousnes·s and the de.­
striving for the prize being 'a fit figure yelopment of bis clharacter like unto 
of the Christian i'll the spiritual realm, that of his Lord. 2. The enduring of 
endeavouring to gain the rewa 'rd. . The chastisement in ;the life means that God 
witnesses of the race are first referred i3 dealing with us as with sons, (v. '1); 
to "com;pa.ssed about with so ·great a. th b ' f h . 
cloud of witnesses.", (v. 1). These are eo a 'sence Q SUC' treatment IS proof 

we are not members' of His family, (v. 
mentioned in the previous "chapter as 8), therefo!l.'e we ought to subllllit to: It; 
exatniple.s of faith, perS!)ns through th h· b . 
whom God has wrought marvellously. e mo,re so as we ave gIven' su miSSIon 
They have already gone OVe!l.' the course, to our e~rthly fa1Jh.er:s in correetioIll, (vii. 

9, 10'), 'and on account ~ the special 
their race is finished, they bear witness blessing reCeived the!l.'elby, (v. 11). Chas­
to the faith:fulness of God and the suffi- tisement iIi itself is not ,pleas'ant but 
~iency of. His ~ace, and their exampEe afterward!' it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 
18 meant to StlIl!~te to greater effort ()f righteousness. It mellows .the char­
those w~o are stIll In the r~ce. 2. The acter, takes the attention from' the 
p.reparll;tlOn of the ath!e:te IS ~hen m,:~- .~erld, centres it on the Lord, teaches 
tlOned lll!. ithe exhortatI?n to., lay aSIde Jatience and leads to the taking away 
eve~y weIght an,~ the SID WhICh ~oth so )f -the .hindrances to. 1fu.e growth of 
eas~ly beset us. The runner I~ t?e ·ighteousness in the life. Note the 
ancIent day~. went thr?ugh a strIct 1ature of chastisement, Its purpose, the 
course. of trammg to ~t .hlm for the ~ace iuty of' submission to it, and its bene­
and WIthout .s~ch tramIl!-g h~ ~ lIttle ficent results. ' 
chance ,of gammg the prIze', If mdeedi he ' 
was admitted at all to the race. He III. FOLLOWING HOLINESS DILI-
carried no excess weight, physical or GENTLY, (v:s. 12-17). 
othel'Wise, and he was willing by dieting 1. A word of encourageme'nt .:fIoHows 
and exercise to :fit himself for the ordeal. the teaching of' the previous vet;ses. The 
If'he did this to gain- an earthly prize, Hebrews are enjoined to lift Uip' lftIe 
whalt s,hould not the Christian: be willing hands Which hang down, and the feeble 
to do to gain a ih!eavenly one? There mees,. (v: 1.2'). They are nOit to Ibe faint 
are certain things at times in the ·r d,iscouraged. The ·Christian is desired 
Ohristian life whlich are not named sins .b remain strong and hopef:ul despite his 
but they nevertheless hinder progres's trials and such an 'artititude is possible in 
and occupy the ;place of weights a'ml' :ha strength of the Lord, (Phil. 4:13), 
should 'be put 'away. A safe guide in There is a furlher ex:h:ortation- concern­
this matter is to put away a.nd Ibe done ing the ·walk· of 'tihe: saint, to make 
with aH doubtful things as well as all· straight paths for the feet for the sake 
known sin, and leave the life unbar- of the lame who are following, (v. 13) 
dened. 3'. In- the race i,tself we are m-plyi-ng that we should be extremely 

. enjoined to "run with patience" with ;axeful of our conduct lest ethers go 
quiet confidence and, trust. It may seem .stray thTough our example: A ,great 

. long and it may be :trying but complete resJlOnsEbility rests upon eaclh child 'of 
trust in God will sustain us. There are God in Ijjhi's respect. 2. A furtJher e!X­
many attractions on either hand 00 lortation is given to "follow peace with 
allure and' tempt us to 'stop" ibut these 111 ·men and holiness without which no 
will ·have no power over us if ,our look nan shall see the Lord, leoking diU­
is straight a,'hehd, "Looking unlto Jesus rently", etc" (V's, 14-17), implying that 
the author and finisher of our faith", ,ffence should nOit be caused needlessly, 
(v. 2), our "Prince-leader and perfecter 'hat peace should be 'our aim, keeping 
of faith". He has gone 'ahead of us, n 'mind that it is not peac~ based on 
having "endur,ed the c'ro.ss", and is now ·igthteousness, and not peace at any 
"set down a·t the' right hand of the ,price. The way in w!hich to pursue such 
throne of God". Weare further exhorted a. course is to follow "holines's" or sanc­
to consi-der Him lest we be wearied and .• ification. Our -God :is holy and no -one 
faint in our minds, (v. 3), and we are can see Him who is' unholy, .therefore 
informed we have no·t yet resisted unto holiness of character is a nece,s'sity. We 
blood striving against sin, (v. 4). The !annot make ,ourselves holy, but' if the 
purport -of these worns is that we should will is surrende-red to God He will work 
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out His life' in us. Our desire sh'Ould 
therefore ,be to. ibecome like unto Him, 
and earnest endeavour -should be made 
to accom'Pllish this ~n His way. 3. A 
c'aution is ,then 'given con-eerning back­
sliding, "lest any man fail of the grace 
of God", going back from <lfu.e spiritual, 
to the carnal, "lest any root of bitterness 
springing up trouhle you", be a source 
of corruption in the as'sembly:, "1e'Bt the!l.'e 
be any fornicator or profane :pe!l.'son, as 
Esau", one who kn'ows ,the truth yet pms 
earthly <things first. There wa.s nlO pos­
sibility of! change in reference to Isaac's 
blessing for that had a·lready been given 
to Jaco.b, (v. 17). Note the nature of 
holiness, its manife-station, the necessi~y 
for living a ·holy Ufe, and the ·power, 
responsibilli·ty, and consequences of ex­
ample •. 
IV. COMING UNTO MOUNT ZION 

FEARLESSLY, (V's. 18-24). 
1. In- the previous verses rthe're is' the 

thought of law, here ·the apo,stle shows 
that in the fulfi1meJIl.t of the same the 
Christian has greater blessing. There 
is a reference first of all to Moun·t -Sinai 
wi,-tJh its terrible scenes' wthich caused the 
people'to fear, (vs .. 18-21), Then to Mount 
Zion, the place of peace, the, one d'l!'ll!otmg 
law with all .its threatenings, ,the othe!l.' 
grace with its 'lblessings. It i'lf some­
thm-g for whiclh to give God thanks that 
He does not deal with us 'On the basis 
alone of His juSlbice, ibut rather in ac­
cordance with His mercy. '2. Christians 
are- a heavenlly; peop,le wjth citizenship 
on ihigh, (Phil. 3,:20) affection centred 
on .things aibO'Ve, (001. 3:2,), and even 
now sea<ted there, (Ep,h. 2:6), so we are 
i'll!:formed Ibere we !have come ''unto the 
heavenly Jerusalem' and to an in-numer­
able company of angels", (v. 22), also 
"to the, 'general 'assem1bly and church of 
tlhe first born", (v. 23), the called out 
people ·of God fro,m all nati-ons amon-g 
whom e'ach Christian is numbered, whose 
names are Wl'Iitten in heaven, Weare 
come also to "God the Judge of all" and 
"to the' spirits of just men- made _per­
fect"; 'God perfects those who are His, 
the work ibe'gins o,n earbh, but is com­
pR,eted in heavem, the full con·summation 
taking place at the res,urrectio,n when 
body and SiPirit are brought togethe'l". 
"And to J'esuS! tJhe Mediator", etc. It is 
through Hi·m !We are brought nigh unto 
God in such a blessed manner. Note the' 
connection, beitween law and. grace, tihe 
heavenly nature of the Christian',s C8!ll­
ing, and the prominence and efficacy of 
the Iblood of Ghrist. 
V. SERVING GOD ACCEPTABLY, (vs. 

25-219). 
1. These closin.r verses contain a 

warning agaiJliSll; d:isO'l)edience. The 
Israelitea unde!l.' Moses' refused to obey 
the voice of God!, and! suffered the con­
,sequences, . so the LGrd's people are 
urged not to refuse the voice of God for . 
they wiU not escape the consequences of 
such disobedience, (v. 25). T.he scene at 
Sinai was terrible wlhen God then shook 
he' earth, arnd tJhis He has prortJ.nsed to 

do again including the heavens, (vs. 26, 
27), and this will occur at the return of 
our Lord. 'It will be a time of judgment 
!for the unsaved 'and! a time of blessing 
for the saved. 2. In the light ·of such 
an overturning of nature, and i:n view 
1f the fact we have' a kingdom whiclh 
cannot be moved:, we are eX'horted to 
serve God witlh reV'ere'nce -and godly fear, 
(v. 28) for He is a consuming fire, (y.29-). 
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