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"Why should it be thought 'a thing incredi'ble 
with yoq, that God should raise the dead?" (Acts 
26:8 A.V.). . 

"Why should it be judged incredible with you, 
if God doth raise the dead?" (Am. S.V.). . 

N~ man, who is at aU conversant with the present 
movements of religious thought, will for a moment 
deny that the Fundamentalist-Modernist ~ont~oversy. 
which has divided churches and denommatlOns aU 
'over this continent, in Europe, and on the foreign 
fields, must have to do with matters <?f vital i?Ipor
tance. The time-is long past for any man to thmk of 
this WaT in the churches as a mere ~empest in a tea
!pot, as a puerile fight about words, or as a matter of 
differing individual' interpretations of one common 
faith. It is no longer possible for the two groups, 

, known,. for lack of better names, as the Fundamental
ists and. the Moder.nists, to strike hands and sing, 
"HI'est be the tie that 'hinds". So far separated is' the 
faith and practice of the two, that all the king's horses 
and all the king's men could not bring a real Modernist 
and a true Fundamentalist into genuine fellowship 
the one ~ith the other. Of course, we recognize that 
in some places a'nd in some cases the plague of 
Modernism has not advanced so far as to make this 
difference as evident as it might be.: but nevertheles~ 
the,man who holds any of the views which, as we shaH 
presently see, belong to the Modernist school, is facing 
in a direction diametri·cally OPlPosed to the faith onc,:e 
for all delivered to the saints. 

Row then shall we define the issue?' ,How shall we 
make it so crystal clear that no regen~rate soul may 
have any doubt as to where he ought to stand? . 

I. 
in the first place, it must be a,dmitted that THl!; ISSUl!; 

IS OVJ!;R 'l'Hl!; SUPl!;RNA'l'URAI, CHARAC'l'l!;R OF CHRIS'l'IANITY. 

This general statement, before we deal with particular 
doctrines. ' 

The faith of the New Testament, which involves 
that of the Old, is belief in the supernatural. In the 
days of primi.tive Christianity this Was clearly recog
nized, as it oug~t to 'be to-day. When Paul ~tood to 
make defence of himself before th,e Roman pro-Consul 
Festus, and for the hearing of King Rer.oGl. Agrippa 
the Second, he 'went to the heart of the matter, when, 
before recounting his own marvellou's experience with 
Jesus of Nazareth, he asked the question, "Why is it 
judged unbelievable with you, if God raiseth the 
dead ?" The message of the early Christians was 
Jesus and the resurrection. The· outstanding plI'oof of 
their faith was the fact' that the One Who was cruci
~ed through weakness, had triumphed over death, had 
risen in the body in which He died, ,and was con:
sequently exalted as a Prince, a Saviour, and a Judge. 
Persistence of personality beyond death may be 
naturalism, but resurrection of the dead body is super-

. naturalism. 
Admit· the resurrection of Jesus, and you have logi

cally become a Fundamentalist; deny that resurrec
tion, and you have nothing but the Modernism whi.:h 
is paganism revamped. . 

But how can I believe in resurrection?, How can I 
accept supernaturalism? On w'hat ground can I bas'e 
a faith that goes beyond all the physical sciences and. 
that contradicts much of modern philosophy? Belief 
in the sU'Pernatural is simply belief .in God. God is 
the answer to our questionings. It is unbelievable 
that dead men rise of themselves, but it is not unbe
lievable that God raises the dead. Once you postulate' 
'an Almighty; Who transcends all nature in the infinity 
of His power, you have made room for all the super
naturalism demanded by a thorough-going Christian-. 
ity. He must be a transcendent God. The poet Heime, 
broken and' in' despair, stood in the Louvre of Paris 
before ·the armless Venus de Milo. As he looked on 
her he said, "My lady of Milo, I know what you would; , 
say to me if you could speak. You 'would say, 'HeiDe, 
I- know ~ou rieed help, and I would gladly give it if I 
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could. ' But you see for yourself I. haye no arms:." It 
is because the' God of the Modermst IS only an Imma
nent God that his is an armless God, that therefore 
the Mod~rnist has no basis for belief in the super-

'natural. 'Our God is transcendent also. His ~hrone 
is in Heaven, and by His strong right arm He hv~s to 
do for His children that w.hi~h is naturally imposslble. 

So I say that the Fundam.en~ali.st-Modernist issue 
is the supernatural. The Chnstlamty of the first cen
tury was devoted to th~ su!perna.tural:' A Go~ Who is 
an Almighty Father stIll hv~s I~ thl~ twentIe.th cen
tury. The Modernist has np JUstificatIOn for his. cr~ed 
-or lack of a creed-in the Bible. He can only JustIfy, 
his unbelief by reducing a transcendent God to an 
immanent one.. "rhe extreme Modernist will 'be ready 
to follow Dr. H, E. Barnes, of Smith College, who, in 
a paper read hefore the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, meeting last January, stated 
his opinion that we should rule out the supernatural 
altogether, that for a modernized religion we should 
"drop the God-conception," and ,that to preserve 
humanity' and civilization, "we m?st have coH~a~ora,~ 
tion between science and a dynamiC secular rehgIOn. 
What kind 'Of "religion" it would be, I am sure I do 
not know, Having ,ruled God out, Dr. Barnes said 
that "sin is scientificallv indefina'ble and unknowable. 
Hence sin goes into the limbo of ancient superstitions 
such as wit,chcraft and sacrifice." (The Literary Digest, 
January 26, 1929.) To my !l1ina. 'such utter godlessness, 
which calls for a "secular religion," whatever that may 
be, is th'e logical outcome of any denial of the sUlper
natural. 

The issue is between supernaturalism and natural
ism, between revelation' and reason, between Scrip
ture and philosophy. In short, the question is whether 
our faith, is to be theological or anttIropological, 
w'hether its centre is to be God or man. The late 
Gene~al Booth was right when he said before his 
death, "It seems to me that the chief rel,igious danger 
of the twentieth century lies in this: Religion without 
the, Holy Spirit, Christianity without Christ, forgive
ness without repentance, salvation with regeneration, 
politics without 'God, and Heaven without helL" 

II. 

Leaving the general statement, let us 'consider THt 
FUNDAMEN'l'ALIST-MoDtRNIST Issut AS IT AFFECT'S SOMt, 
OF THE ·MAIN D'oe'I'RINES of OUR FAlT:S:. As we do so, 
we shall find that in every instance, no matter' what 
doctrine we may touch upon, the issue is precisely the 
same-supernaturalism versus naturalism. 

I. 'Take the Origin of Man, for instance. That is a 
good plac~ to start, 'because origin determines char
acter and destiny, Here we find that the belief of the 
Fundameritalist is Dine thing, and the vagary of the 
Modernist, an entirely ~iff.erent thing. 

We believe that man was the special creation of 
God. Bv the Word ot the Lord he was formed from 
the 'dust" of the earth, and by the Spirit of the Lord 
he was made a living soul. He was therefore created 
in the, image of God, anel his "chief end is to ~lorify 
God and ,enjpy q.im forever." A simple but powerful 
belief is ou"rs.. ,', _ , , 

What 'does it involve? ' If God cr'eated man directly, 

then He may speak to him directly. Creation and 
revelation go together. 'A God who put His Spirit 
within man, may communicate with that spirit. Cre'a,,:, 
tion also prepares the way for incarnation. If Good 
originally made human nature in the image of divine 
nature, then divinity can clothe itself with humanity, 
the eternal \'Yord can' 'be made flesh and dwell among 
us that we may behold His glory. Creation further 
prepares for resurrection. Though death entered by 
sin, even a body which was made by God Himse~f, 
having been later redeemed by the 'blood of God, wIll 
rise. at lrast in the perfected likeness of ~hat which is 
heavenly.' , 

So says the Scripture, but what says the Modernist? 
His answer to the question of man's origin is n,ot 
creation but evolution. He claims that by natural 
forces, working through long ages of ti.me, energy 
produced matter, and matter and energy produced 
protoplasm, and' protoplasm IProduced fish, fowl an@!. 
animals, and after a num'ber of attempts, man. What 
then is man? 

"The heralds of a higher race, 
And of himself in higher- place." 

Therefore he must, according to that same poet, 
Tennyson, 

"Rise upward, working out the beast, 
And let the ape and tiger die." 

This doctrine has become so prevalent that when the 
Institute of Social and Religious Research made a 
study of mo'rale in twenty-three American colleges and ' 
universiti'es, a large majority of both men and women 
in them expressed belief in evolution-83 per cent. of 
the men and 80 per cent. of the women (The I .. iterary 
Digest, Decemb,er 2, 1928)'.- The sad part about it is, ' 
not that so many have accepted this degrading doc
trine of the method by which man came to be in the 
world, but that, as is the inevitable' result, evolution 
has gone beyond the stage of a science, if it ever was 
one, and has become a philosophy of history and a 
religion of practical life. The true evolutionist de
mands that religion should tag along at the he.els of 
the latest scientifi'c met~p'hysic, instead of leaving 
religion to take its own course. .Instead of theology 
being the queen of the s-ciences, these men would make 
it the slave of them all, living upon the left-ov'ers of 
their ,investigations. The philosophy of evolution'is 
the doctrine of natural progress. A priori it rules out 
divine r,eve1ation or d:ivine incarnation, with all that 
they involve. All of this is not only a ho'peless muddle 
in thinking, but also enervating to the saving value 
which true religion has long exerted. ' 

2. Consider next the antagonism of naturalism to 
supernaturalism as applied to the Bible. What is this 
Book that has come down to us through the centuries, 
that has been translated into hundreds 'of ianguages, 
and that is circulated every year by the million? 

W ~ believe that the Bible n'Ot only contains but 
its'elf is the v'ery Word 'of God. It therefore is in
faIlible, containing no error in any subject on which 
it touches. vVhen ,we say this, of course, we refer to 
the original documents as they left the pens of the 
inspir~d writers. 

N or is our strong faith bibliolatry. Primarily our 
faith is in a Person, rather than in a Book. But it is 
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in that Person .because we find Him through that 
Book, and' it is in that Book because that .Person en
,dorses it. No one can maintain success·fully that 
Christ did not have implicit faith in the Old Testa
ment. He said, of a. rather o'bscureverse in that Old 
.Testament, "The Scripture cannot be broken~' (John 
10 :35) ; and while He went f':lrther in the' same direc
tion than the old covenant pomted, and so fulfil·led the 
law and the prophets, He confirmed them as given by 
His Father and as w.ritten concerning Himself. Then 
Christ promised the New Testament: He said that 
His Spirit would ta~e of His things, and show them 
unto us, leading us into all truth. While on earth, He 
gave us the words which His Father gave Him, and 
He continued ·to do so after Pentecost through those 
whom He had chosen. Therefore we believe in the 
Word of God; both. incarnate and written. Nor can 
.any man be loyal to Jesus and deny any part of this 
Book. 

That is the Fu~damentalist's position:; now what of 
the Modernist? . To him the Bible is a human produc
tion, aad attended by human errors. It may be a safe 
rule for morals, although' not infallibly so, but· it is 
certainly not safe as a text book on history or as 

. touching upon any other s·cientific subj~ct .. But, some 
one objects, the Modernist says that he believes the 
Bible is inspired. Of course, he does. I remember 
.one of the rankest Modernists in Canada saying to me, 
in his own office, that he did not tell. people that the 
Bible was inspired, but he let them feel it. But what 
does the Modernist mean by "inspired" ~ An English 

, book recently written spedaHy to help local preache·rs, 
.say& that "The nearest approa-ch to a satisfactory 
-description of that which is distinctive in the inspira
tion of the Bible is that of Dr. Sanday, who herd that 

. 'it consists in the peculiar energy and intensity of the 
God-consciousness apparent in the writers'." Is that 
sufficient...:......an "intensity of God~consciousness"? My 
Testament says that 'every Scriptur'e il? God ... breathed 
(II. Timothy 3 :6). The breath of God, that is, 'the 
Spirit of God, so carried men along that"they expressed 
in their writings that which was beyond their own 
consciousness. Pro!phecy, for instance, did not 'arise 
from their own private interpretation of 'conditions 
around them,. but rather from the interpretation given 
directly by God. 

Now what about the question of infaUibility? The 
Modernist who has gone tl~e whole way in carrying, 
out the logic of his position, denies the need of any 
infallibility .. In o'ne of his books, the notorious Dr. 
Harry Eme.rson Fosdick says that we have no in
fallible guide and we need none. He goes to the 
heathen Plotinus for a definition of religion, as "the 
flight of the alone to (\ the Alone." He thinks religion 
is friendship with God. In.a measure, that is ·right. 
But when- I remember that I am a sinner, 1 desire 
some autho,ritative statement as to how my spirit can 
fly to the arms of God. I should' need no infallible 
guide i.f I were God's equal, btit since He is infini,te 
and I am finite, since I must cry as my first prayer, 
"God be merciful to me the sinner," I find .myself to 
be iri need of a rule of faith and practice. But why 
'not go to your inner consciousness? the' Modernist 
savs. And is that infallible? Not since man sinned. 
That by which I am to find my way to God, must come' 
to me from without and from above. Hence the need . . 

.of an external standard such as is supplied for us 'in 
this Word of God. 

3. Think further of the doctrine of the Person of 
ChriSt as affected by this controversy. "What think 
ye of Christ? Whose son is he?" (Matt. 22:44.) . 

We look to the Lord .T esus. as essentially divine ag 
well as really human. We believe Jiim sinless. We 
remark how He held up the highest virtues without 
apology, and condemned all men as evil wi,thout in
cluding Himself. We remember that no .man could 
answer His question, "Which of you convicteth. me 
of sin?" We also believe that the soldiers sent to 
take Him were. right in their verdi'Ct, that no man 
ever spake like this man. His works, too,. bore Him 
witness, especially the great work by 'which, with 
God's permission, He raised Himself from the dead. 
These and a hundred' other lines of are-ument point 
to the absolute deity of our Lord. 

Is this the faith of Modernism? It Is as far r~
moved from it as the east is from the west. To the 
'Modern~st Jesus is not the Son of God, but only a son 
of God, as they say all me~ are.. Forgetting th~ im
plications of unchastity on the part of Mary, they 
maintain that He entered the· wodd by the same 
method of birth as did you or 1. They therefore think 
Him limited by the traditions of the age in which He 
lived. and while thev are loud in their praises of the -
manhood of the Ma"ster, they would strip the crown 
of full deity from His splendid brow, and leave only 
a crown ~of thorns. '. . 

4. Now let us examine the doctrine of Redemption 
as held by these two opposing schools of thought. In a 
measure both may say, "We preach Christ cntcified," 
but what do -they mean by the cross of Christ? 

We of the orthodox faith believe in an obiective 
atonement. \Ve recognize that Christ suffered with 
us, but we believe that He also suffered for us. We 
hold this as the basis of redemption. In other words. 
we believe in a penal atonement. Weare sure that 
Christ meant what He said when he declared that 
He 'was giving His life a ransom insteact of many: 
and 'all that Paul ever said about the cross was an 
elaboration of that statement of Tesus. We hold that 
the word "substitution" best expresses the doctrine of 
the death of Christ. The. Scripture teaches this un
mistaka'bly, and .Christian experience rejoi'ces therein. 

Now I think that you will agree with me that it 
is in this penal element of the atonement that the 
supernatural is to be found. . To say with the Mod
ernist that Christ su-ffered vicariously. as a II).other 
does for a sick child, is to seek to eXlP,lain. Calvarv on 
merely natural grQunds. Such sympathetic suffering 
we fiitd everywhere in life, and there is nothing- su
pernatural about that. The supernatural only enters 
into my thou'ght of the atonement when I believe that 
in the hott'rs of darkness the Lord laid upon Him'the ' 
iniquity of us all, and that He suffered. the Just for 
the unjust to bring us to God. . 

It is this that the ]\{odernist and the near-Modern
ist reject, as has become so abundantly evident in our 
local c'oritroversy in the Baptist Conventio.n of Ontario 
and Quebec. Why does the Modernist reied this doc-. 
trine of penal su'bstitution? As I see it, .it is because 
he r:eje'cts, ,what I may callI, t.he passivity 0If grace, 
To .the logical mind salvation by free grace is t.he di-
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rect result of a penal atonement. The Modernist al
ways preaches salvation by character, that is, by 
works. He therefore rejects the necessity of Das
sively receiving God's goodness on the ground of what 
Another has done. ' 

When a man swings away from the belief that 
Christ actually bore the just punishment of our sins, 
where will his unbelief land him? I will tell vou. 
One Sunday morning I attended the service i~ St. 
James Anglican Church, Toronto. The preacher ·was 
a'representative of the organization for the soldiers 
known as TocH. Before he spoke. he turned amI 
said, "In the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost, Amen" ; and he repeated the same 
formula after his address. But durinlr that address 
he uttered th'e sheerest blasphemy. He bee-an bV 
saying that any verse in' the story of Christ's passion 
would do as a text for his address. Bv and bv he 
told tile story of a poor London boy called Michael, 
who at an early age enlisted in the British army. 
Michael had been taken from .the streets of oId Lon
don and brought into a boys' club. H;e had little char
acter, however, and in Franc-e twice deserted. On the 
second offense he was e,xecuted, and :that 'bv a e-roun 
from his own club. Said the man, "He died for vou 
and me as surely as any hero. Remember that in this 
Passion week." That man. who irivoked the holv 
Trini.ty, lput the death of Christ on the same level as 
that of a renegrade. deserter from the British army, 
who was court- marttalled for his offense. I sav such 
iniquitous teaching is the logical outcome of a denial 
of that which is supernaturaI in the atonement name-
ly, its penal element. ' 

5· Once more, I .beg you to weigh the doctrine of 
Conve~sio?" in th~ balan-<;es 1lhat are ,before us. 'Apply. 
the prmclple of naturahsm versus supernaturalism to 
personal salvation. . 

!'Ye must be born again." That was true for Nico
demus·, the teacher of Israel, all1Jd it is true for aU men 
to-day. What is the new birth? It is a spiritual 
resurrection; it is God raising those who are dead in 
trespasses and sins into newness of me in Christ T esus. 

. It is the coming of the life of God into the soul. It 
is a 'birth from above. The whole chara'Cter of the 
soul is changed by that regeneration. We need not 
enlarge on that just here. . 

I?oes. the gospel of Modernism, that other gospel, 
whIch IS not another, produc-e conversions ? No, it 
does not even try. Of course, it could not if it would. 
It rejects the very thought of conversion as a re
creation by which' old things pass aw~y and become 

.new. It would st1'bstitute therefore so-called relilrious 
education. According to the modernistic g·cheme the 
individual is gradually to be brought fully into the 
Kingdom of God. For the first five years, we. shall 
say, he is to be taught that God is his Father; for 
t~e next seven years he is to be taught that Christ is 
hIS Example and Hero; then during the period of 
adolescence the emotional element of the sufferinlr of. 
the cross is to be introduced. When this tea·chinl! has 
been given, the boy should be received into the church. 
and counted as a Christian! The aim is simolv to 
awaken the latent possibilities of the soul. -It as
suriles that all men are by nature the children of God 
rather than the children of wrath, and it seeks on Iv 
to develop the alleged divine in man. 

'Now you can see that these two doctrines of con
versioQ 'have a gulf fixed between them that is as 

. iIIl!passable as that between Lazarus and Dives. Yes. 
and t think that my simile is apt, 'because one is a 
birth from above and the other is a birth from be
neath. What is the difference then? As in other 
things, the difference between supernaturalism and 
naturalism. The Fundame'ntalist claims accordine- to 
Scripture that .the divine lif.e must be grafted in, that 
it is not native to the soul. The Modernist claims 

. a-ccording to his theories of psychology that the flow
ers of Paradise can be produced on' the soi'l of the 
sinful ·self. 

In closing let me say that the clear definition of 
this issue demands a clear-cut stand on the oart of 
everyone of us. But how are we to take our stand? 

For one thing, by inteHectual honesty. Many Of 
these Modernists :who rave about intellectual honesty. 
fail to prf!.·ctice it. It is time men stopped using words 
in a double sense. Let them. say what thev mean ""rl 
mean what they say. As' a free thinker, writing for 
the annual of a society of British rationalists, some 
time ago put it, "The preachers del1Jounce 'loose liv
ing, uncha'stity, drunkenness, the sensationalism of 
the cinema and the newspaper, the iazz band and thp. 
unseemly dance; and' well they may. But. none of 
these things, and not all of them together, are' so 
profoundly corrupting, so ruinous to the very prin
ciple and standard of mo·ral integrity, as that whi'ch . 
must be plainly cal'led religious lying." . 

For t1'S to be honest is not enoulrh: we ri1l1st also 
speak out in an aggressive way, warning peOlple of 
the dangers that lurk for them in the preachinlr to 
which many of them listen. Our mission as Funda
mentalists has only begun. We must tear the mask 
of. smug hyprocrisy from those who, hiding beneath 
it, would corrupt the faith of our generation. 

(1 

An Editor Takes a Month's Rest 
FaiJt~ and F~llow~hip, a paper published weekly in ond issue.. We have been interested in this publica

~an I?1~gO, Cahfornta, of which Rev. Orson P. Tones tion .from the beginriing, because we believe we had 
IS EdItor, makes the following announcement: 'f Faith sOI?ething to do ~ith lau'nching i~. We had, a very 
and Fellowship will suspend publication for at least dehghtful hour WIth Mr. and Mrs. Jones in Los An
thirty days. The E;ditor is weary, and does' not hesi- ge1es either in January or April, 1928. It was quite 
tate to say so." . ' evident from Brother Jones' conversation that he was 

Brother Jones has rounded out the first volume, and. a man of ideas. Some men can talk for hours and 
. the foregoing announcement is made in the fifty-sec- s'ay n~thi11'g .·but that which has been said ten thou-
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sand times before, and perhaps said in a better way. 
There are others who have a way of dressinl!" UP even 
the commonplace with a new frock; or, if not, with at 
least a different colored 'ribbon in her hair, so that even 
a familiar truth challenges attention by its new dress. 

We discerned that gift in Brother .Tones, and sug-
gested to him that he should publish a paper. It may 
be, of course; that Faith and Fello:.wship 'would have 
come 'into being without our suggestion: our only 
claim is that we told Brother .Tones that we thoug-ht 
he ought to put his ideas on paper. He has done so 
in fifty-two issues of his paper. 

We are not sure that we 'have always been in com
plete agreement with his views. No two thi~king 
men can be absolutely at one in everything. But 
even if one disagrees with Brother Jones, one cannot 
he~p reading what he says. And frankly, for the most 
part, we agree with him.. But we are so·rry he is tak
ing a vacation. We should like to preach to him on 
.such a text as this, "Let us not be weary in well doinl!": 
for in due season we .shall reap, if we faint not." We 
do not believe that Brother Jones is weary-he thinks 
he is weary, that is all. His style of writing would 
never weary anybody, either the reader 'or the writer, 
any more than a gushing fountain running- from a 
rock on the mountainside. g-rows weary. It is of its 
very nature to pour forth its crystal stream of refresh
ment, and' send it laughing down the mountainside 
into the valley. 

Faith and Fellowship has not been like some papers 
we know, like a creaky pump in the church yard that 
gives. forth nothing but surface water, and which re
fuses even that until it has been p.rimed from the 
nearest rain-water barre1. We have many such oa
pers come to our desk in exchange. They are scrutin
Ized by someone always-but merely to discover what 
is not in them. But Brother Jones'. productions are 
like. a r~rini'ng 'brook.: sometimes leaping over the 
stones, and .laughing 'OIi its way-partly at itseLf. 
partly at ~he trees and other things it leaves behind, 
and especIally at the preachers holding a picnic on its 
b.ank; and along other stretches of its course, moving 
sIlently to great depths, 'hut always clear and pellucid, 
and always mirroring the things of heaven. And this 
man Jones thinks he is going to ta~e a vacation? 
Nonsense! He does not need' one. Nor does he de
serve one, for the reason that the reward of work well 
done is more work; and a man with a writer's g-ift like' 
Brother Jones, can no more stop than' Tennyson's 
brook. ' 

We remember when in En2'land' as a bov hlv;11,... 
heard of some sort of ill-odored intruder upol the 
vegetable .world, which was called "old man.'~r To 
touch it was to' need a. thorough cleansing .. A hun
dred roses would be scarcely suffident to neutralize 
the presence of even a couple of leaves of "old man." 
Now, Br-other Jones' literary stream invariably sav
ours of the "new 'man which after Goel is cr·eated in 
righteousness and true holiness"; but somewhere on 
the bank, at the bend of the stream. there must be an 
"old man" plant growing, and the roots of it must have 
pushed their way out to the bed of the .stream; until 
at. that point the water is tinctured with "old man." 
l!iisten to this:' . . 

"This Editor ha~ long desired to see such a paper as 

Faith. rvnil Fellowship, but he is perfectly willing lor 
someone else to edit it. The letters we have received 
from the brethren have one common chord-'Let Jones 
do it.' Everyone is unanimous, 'We need such a paper. 
Let someone else do it'." 
In a furthe'r paragraph Brother Jones refers to ·the 

Editor of" The Gospel Witness. This is what he says: 
"We launched this paper as an individual ent~rprise. 

We did not choose our constituency; they chose ous. The' 
field of service has been utterly different than we con
templated. To-day, we ask: Is it an enterprise deserving 
the co-operative support of those' who have definitely 
committed themselves to the cause of Christ in the ter
rible controversies of this age? T. T. Shields made of 
himself a pack horse and 'bore the burdens of a thousand 
men who had declaimed gHbly of the need of a sound 
Chri!?tian university. We do not propose to fall fnto the 
same ditch. The man who does the work of ten men has 
wronged nine men. It is sinful to rob a Christian of 
his just share of responsibility. Without honest imd 
sincere co-operation we do not propose to take another 
step. Others need a share in the responsibility as much 
as we need help." 
It will be observed that he is kind enoul!"h to sav 

of this Editor that he "made of himself a pa'ck horse 
and bore the burden of a thousand men who had de
claimed glibly of the' need of a sound Christian uni
versity, We do not propose to fall into the same 
ditch." Tilt, ·tut, man! W ~ are in no ditch ! We are 
on the King's highway and "Going strong." Does 
not Brother Tones remember that it is written, "Bear' 
ye o~"eanother's burden, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ""? The 'bles:sing of bearing other peop,le's bur
dens is found in the fact that one so develops his own 
muscles. and so broadens his own shoulders. that when 
he comes to hear :his own burden, behold, it is n'Ot a 
·'burden at all! Even a pack-horse will·get rid of his 
burden occasionally, and when he does he finds that· 
'he has got 'so 'accustomed to bearing a heavy weight 
on his back,that he can carry an extra sack 'Of oats"for 
his 'Own supper with'Out feeling it. 

Brother Jones says t,he man who do.es th~ work of 
ten men has wronged nme men. Ther.em he Il~ustrates 
the danger. of being clever. What If the mne m~n 
simp'ly will' not carry anybodv's burden? Must the 
burden not be :borne at all? Vve publish elsewhere in 
this issue a very able article by Brother Jones on 
ONtSJPHORUS; but we very earne~~ly c~mend to 
his attenti'on' the study of another mterestmg char
acter whose record is f·otmd in Philippians',' the 
second' chapter, EpAPHRODI'fUS by mUtle, whom Paul 
describes as "my "brother, and companion, in labour,. 
and fellow soldier, but your messenger"; ~f whom he 
said "R,eceive him therefore in the Lord With all glad
nes;' and hold such in reputation: because for the 
work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding 
his life, to supply your lack of service toward m~."· 
Observe the last clause, "to supply your lack of serVIce 
toward me." 

If Brother Tones will study th'e history of 'the Chris
tian church he will find that the men whom God has 
u'sed to acc~tnlplish His purposes, invariably have bee,n 
men who have been willing to take more than theIr 
share of the load. Little has been accomplished a.t 
any time by the one who has joined with nine s!ug
gards in order to make a company of ten do-nothmgs 
unanimous. No, Brother Jones ! We advise you to 
go and buy another fountain pen, this time a big one, 
one with the biggest barrel you can find, and let the 
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ink flow freely. You are young and comparatively in
experienced as a religious journalist, but as a learner 
you are a prodigy. 

We can prove to our readers that Br.other Jones has 
learned in one year what many people never learn at 
all Listen to this: 

"Some harsh criticisms, based on complete misunder
standing, have been received. We would like to deal 
with some of them, but do not think it is worth while. 
THE TEMPTATION TO SCRATCH A MOSQUITO BITE SHOULD 
ALWAYS BE RESISTED." 

That is rather well put; and beside, it embold~ns us 
to write a little more. God's work has' always been' 
done by the few rather than the·many. It is written, 
"I' called Abraham alone." There never would have. 
been an exodus without a Moses. Canaan would 
never have been possessed by Israel with,out a Joshua: 
Has Brother Jones not read the song of Deborah? Let 
us quote it to him: . "In the days of· Shamgar the son 
of Anath, in the days of J ael, the highw~ys were un
occupied, and the traveIl'ers walked through byways. 
The inhabitants b£ the villages ceased, they ceased in 
Israel, l.tntil that I Deborah arose, that· I arose a 
mot4er in Israel. They ,chose new gods; then was war 
in the gates: was there a s4ield or spear seen among 
forty thousand in Israel? My heart is toward the 
governors of Israel, that offered themselves wiHingly 
among the people. Bless ye the Lord." 

The Midianites had never 'been discomfited had not 
Gideon turned from his business of hiding his· wheat 
from the Midianites to the task of making the Midianites' 
hide themselves from him.!' If Da'Vid had heM a confer
ence wi~h Eliab, his !big ·brQlther, and all ·the rest of the 
family-with Saul thrown in-and insisted upon an equal 
distribution of responsibility. Goli·ath of Gath had never 
been made to lick the dust. If Elijah had run from 
Ahab and insisted that he would hold no 'meet~ng on 
Carmal's mount unless the seven thousand who had 
not bowed the knee to Baal should come forth from 
their hiding places and share WIth him the responsi
bility of challenging God to answer by fire, the 
prophets of Baal would have had it all their own way, 
and there would have been no revival of old~time 
religion in Israel. 

Thus we might call the roll of all the Old Testament 
worthies and analyze the or:igin of every revival or 
reform, and on no· sir:tgle. occasion would it be found 
that such revival was ever brought about, or such 
reform effected, by ten men weighing out their bur
dens on a pair of scales to make sure that no one 
should carry more than another: 

Coming into New Testament times, the sam~ prin
ciples obtain. While many served, a few consplcu.OUS 
fiO"ures carried the heavy burdens. If Paul had walted 
f;r the other riine men to bear their full share of the 
load humanlv S1peaking, we might never have heard 
the gospel. There we~e times in his· great ministry 
when he was thronged with valiant soldiers. At an
other .time he had to write, "Demas hath forsaken me, 
having loved this present world, and is departed unto 
Thessalonica: Cres·cens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalma
tia. Only L~ke is with me." And again, "For I have 
no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your 
state. For all seek their own, not the things which 
are Jesus Christ's." 

OccasiomilIy .. however, Paul found one like Epa
phroditus, to whom we have referred, who 5'0 laboured 
that he was nigh' unto death to supply somebody 
else's lack of service. What was the reason? It was 
for the "work of Christ." 

And that l~ads us, of course, to the supreme ex
ample, that O'f our Lord Himself. Did n<?t Peter deny 
Him, and Judas betray Him, and everybody else for
sake Him wheh He stood before Annas and Ciaphas 
and Herod and Pilate? No single human voice was 
heard in His defense. Where were Brother Jones" 
nine at that time? Have we not heard the Sa~iour's 
Jpathetic cry, "I have trodden the winepress alone; and 
of the people there was none with me. . . . And I 
looked, and there was none to help, and I wondered 
that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own 
arm brought salvation' unto me; and my fury, it up-
held me." . 

We suggest that Brothe.r: Jones .. take a lParagra~h 
from his own very able arbcle pubhshed elsewhere in 

this issue. It is true that the front lin.e is shot to 
pieces. Will Editor Jones therefore make for a com
fortable place in ·the rear, or will he take even· the 

. second line? Of course he will not. We expect him 
to stand in the front tine which, as he says, is shot to 
pieGes. May Faith and Fellowship go on! 

For B.rother Jones' encouragement we quote two 
passages, one from the Old Tes,tament, and one fro~ 
the New. Here is the Old Testament passage, m 
second Samuel, twenty-three, verses eight to twelve-: 
"These be the names of the mighty men whom Dayid 
had: The Tachmonite that' sat in the seat, chief among 
the captains; the same was Adino the Eznite: he lift 
up his spear against eight hundred, whom he' slew at 
one time. And after him was Eleazar the son of Dodo 
the Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with David. 
when they. defied the Philistines that were there 
gathered together to battIe, and the men of Israel were 
gone away, He arose, and smote the Philistines until 
his hand was weary, and his hand clave unto the 
sword: a.ld the Lord wrought a great victory that 
day; and t~e people returned after him only. to spoil. 
And after hIm wa:s Shammah the son of Agee the Har
arite. And the Philistines were gathered together into 
a troop, where wa's a piece of ground full of len tiles: 
and the people fled from the Philistines. But he stood 
in the midst of the ground, and defended it, and slew 
the Philistines: and the Lord wrought a great victory." 
And in the New Testament, "For consider him that 
endured such contradiction of sinners ~gainst himself •. 
lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Ye have 
not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin." 

Take up your editor's pen again, Brother J qnes, and 
go to work, and let that pen be as a sword made sharp 
and mighty qy the power of God. Ten thousand 
blessings on your testimony! 

DR.' STOCKLEY IN ENGLAND. 
Dr. T. I. Stockley, Dean of the Toronto Baptist Seminary, 

with/Mrs. Stockley, is spending·the .summer in England, with 
tbeir famdIy. We are sure they will have a very happy time 
with their muJ.titude of friends. We hope to be a'ble to publish 
some contributions from Dr. Stockley during the summer. He 
will return, D.V., to Toronto earJy in September. His per
manent address while in England will be: Dr. T. I. Stockley. 
c-o Dr. Clement Stockley, 601 London Road, Thorn·ton Heath, 
London, S.W., England. 
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MERCY FOR THE HOUSE OF ON·ESIPHORUS. 
(From Fa,ith and Fellowship, San Diego, California. Orson 

P. Jones, Editor.) 
Where Is the Front Line? 

A recent short story deailt humorously with the difficulties 
of a fictitious general. in the World War who took a map 
and went out one dark night to locate the front line of his 

. army. On the military map there was a theoreticaJ. front 
line, but out on the field no one could ten him where the. 
front line was. The front line was shot to pieces. It 
.alwafs i's. 

Theoretical' Front Line. 
There is a front line in to:day's spiritual struggle. Theo-

. reticaJly, those who hold the front line should be doctrinally 
perfect, disciplined, united, efficient,' enthusiastic, and cour
ageous. Actually the front line i'S all shot to pieces. It 
always has been.' A large part of our New Testament was 
writteI1- in jail. Paul was not a Saint in those days, he 
was a prisoner. Churches· were weSik in numhers and wealth. 
Persecution was the lot of all and! it was 'a day of small 
things. PerhaiPs P·aul's greatest sorrows were caused by 
those who believed his Gospel but l'ater turned away from 
him in the time of his humiliation and weakness. He tells 
us, "All they that are in Astia have turned away from me." 
Asia was the 'province where Ephesus' was situated, the 
scene' of 'one of· his gre'atest triumphs. Paul fought on the 
front line, but the front line was shot to pieceS! in his· day. 
There .is a front line to-day and many of the men who fight 
there are in a sorry fix. The ·man on the front line is' in 
bitter conflict with the enemy, but has lost contact with 
those 'Who should support him. . 

The Last Shot. 
Was it Kipling who tells of the artiS!t tha~ painted a pic

ture of a dying' lloldier firing his last s'hot? The soldier in 
the picture, was dirty, unshaven, and bloo·dy. There .was . 
rust on Ms gun and mud on ·his bOotS!. The picture would 
not sell. The artist took the picture back to the studdo and 
painted out unattractive features'. In the altered picture, 
the soldier stood with immacu'late ·uniform, with polished 
boots, and rested his clean-shaven f~e on a glistening rifle 
to fire Ms last shot. The' picture was' acclaimed a work 
of art and sold readily, to the disgust of the artist who 
painted it. . . 

Fundamentalist Preaching. 
We have heard it said that if a church would cut out ice 

cream socials', preach the Bible only,. and. turn away from 
modernism, the pews would 'be fi'lled· and a revival wOllld 
begin. Pastor Russell or Mrs. Eddy never preached! more 
arrant nonsense. . 

The pastor with fundamentalist leanings, who comes to 
a new field, is generally welcomed by a group of disgruntled 
people from other churches· who as'Sure him that hundred's 
of the finest Christians in the city are hungry for the Gos
pel. A' preacher who swallows .such o'ld stale bait is Ii 
great big sucker. \ 

Real Art. 
A preacher who boldly teache'S the Bible and ·applies its 

teaching to his own denominational relationships' will pre
sent a rather bedT'aggled a,ppearance' .to the public. He will 
be more or less distrusted by his fellow preachers; almost 
any lie a:bout his past will be believed; any difficulties in his 
congregation will be magnified; s,trangers wili be war.ned 
against him; the timid in his flock will be frightened away; 
his material equipment will be limi~ and poverty will be 
his constant companion. A true artist would so p·aint a 
fundamentalist preacher firing his last shot. But the public 
refuses to accept any such picture. The world stubbornly 
holds to the belief that if the preacher is right crowds' will 
sw·arm around him. Fund'amentalists have been educated 
to 'believe that dashing,' flashing, dazzling success awaits 
the brave preacher when he fires his first shot or his last 
for 'o'ld~fashioned religion. With slllch an educational back
ground, fundamentalists are prone to desert their preachel's 
if S'Pectacular success is lacking. Fundamentalists seem to 
pref~r modernism to failure .. They forget Paul who fired 
his last shot from prison with the. declaration, "I have 
fought a good fight." • . 

~ Brave Onesiphorus. 
A hero of the New Testament is deSICribed .in I 'T~mothy 

1: 16-18. His name was Onesip'horllls and he lived in Ephesus. 

There he heard, believed and loved Paul, the. Apostle. The 
house of Onesiphorus Ibecame an oasis in weariness and bit;.
ter tria'l. Paul says of him, "He often refreshed." Years 
afterward, Onesiphorus came to Rome and determined to 
see the face Qf Paul once more. It was a problem to find 
him. Rome was great and Paul was not preaching in a 
.skyscraper church with a revolving cross· on the roof, but 
was an obscure political prisoner undeT guard in his own 
hired house. How long OnesiphOrllls searched; we do .not 
know. Paul says, "He sought me diligently and found me." 
It took 'a diligent se·arch to· find the obscure Paul whose 
name is so familiar to all of us to-day. , Not Ashamed. 

Onesiphoru's found P~ul and it was Paul, the 'orator to 
whom the -kings had lis-tened; 'the 'preacher, who had stirred 
Ephesus; the apostle, to whom the Lord had committe~ 
revelations, but he wore a chadn. What a contrast witli 
SUCCESSFUL preachers of that day and this. Onesiphorus 
met the test. "He was' not ashamed: of my chain." 

Fair Questions. 
Is there a fundamentalist pastor in· your town who is 

·firing his last shot? Have you met the test?· Are you 
ashamed of him and the-little flock around him? Does your 
loy·alty g·o to big men in distant cities? Do you follow 
SUCCESS or TRUTH? Does tlie little fundamentalist 
preacher in your town need! money while you are giy.ing 
yours to sUPP9rt pipe organs and· modernism? Have· you 
sought him out dHigently and refreshed him or have y.ou 
believed a lot of hearsay gossip against him? Does he 
wear a cliain? Is- he in dis·grace? Are you ashamed of his' 
chain? What kind of a fundamentalist are you, anyway'? 

The Front Line. . 
A hamnonious well-organized fundamentalism does not 

exist. Perhaps, it never will. We douht.if it ever has. The. 
front line is shot to pieces. Sorry-looking individu'als are 
fighting s-ingle-handed because a lot of brave talke·rs· are nQt 
fighting a good fig.ht and are not supporting them. If Bap-o 
tists were not as'hamed to follow men who wear chains, a 
strong Baptist church, true _to the old faith, could 'thrive in 
almost every city. There are pleasanter places to dwell, 
but we choo·se the fl'ont line. 

Fading Heroism. 
Onesiphorus' kindnes's at Ephesus was refreshing. to Paul. 

His loyalty in later years to a man in 'chains was touching. 
. But his great. soul shriveled and his heroism withered .. New 

and strange teachers came to Ephesus. Hymenaeus and 
. Alexander brought in new doctrines. New methods sup-' 
planted the old. Onesip·horus dll'ifted with the crowd. All 
Asia tur.ned away fr·om Paul, as Baptists' are turning to
day. Paul sorrowed not for himself, but for them, and 
cries, "The Lord give mercy unto ·the house of Qnesiphorus; 
for he oft refreshed me and was not ashamed of my. chain. 
The Lord grant unto him that he might find mercy in that 
day." 

Baptist Has-Beens. . .. 
This is a day of Baptis-t Has-Beens. Modernist churches 

are filled with folks who at one time were good soldiers of 
the Lord. They were not ashamed of Paul's cb,ain. They oft 
refreshed the preachers of the Gospel. But now a change 
has swept over the land. Strange teachers are honored, new 
methods' in vogue. Churches have turned away from Paul .. 
Many a feeble Onesbphorus has been swept before the storm. 
To-day- they sit in modernist temples while the faith which 
they once loved is p·reachofi!d by deserted preachers who are . 
firing last shots on a broken front line. Have you d·rifted 
with the cJ:owd? Crowds are dangerous. ' 

. l\'lore Questions. 
WHI Onesiphorus find mercy of the Lord -in that day? 

Will the diligence he displayed in searching out Paul in Rome 
cover the later years of carefree letliargy and softness 
when he f·ollowed cunningly devised fables that led men 
a,way from Paul?' Will the Lord, in mercy, remember 
Onesiphorus as the man who was not ashamed of Paul's 
chain or as the man who was not ashamed .to drift in the 
backsliding of Asia? -
. Will the Lord have mercy on the thousand'SI of Baptists 
who :believe the Bible but are ashamed of those who wear' 
the ehains to-d'aY? . . 

Are you ashamed of chains or of modernIsm? 
-tJ.'he Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus. 
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AN IMPROMPTU SERMON ON WORK. 

A Sennon by the Past01', Dr. T. T. Shieids. 

Preached In Jarvis St·r-eet Church, Toronto! Sunday Morning, }anuary 8th, .1928. 

(Stenographically Reported) . . 
"To every man his .work."-Mark 13 :34. 

When I came to church I intended to. 'speak on 
another subject this· morning, but Brother Tumey
I am going to put the responsibility on him-said, as 
the Deaooons me~ for prayer a moment before we came 
into this servi,ce; "I believe, Pa'stor, if yoOU would, 
emphasize the motto you gave us New y,ear's morning, 
it would do a great deal of good·; ,that is real'ly 'the 
'mess·age we need in this church just now.'" I said,' 
"AU right, I have not gi:ven it any special though·t, 
but I think I can preach on it." So I am going to gi~e 
you an imp1"Omptu sermon on our church motto for 
1Ihe year, Mark -thirteen, thirty-foOur, "To ,every man 
his work." , 

W·hen you feel' like planning a ·nolid·ay, then is the 
time to -talk about work; and that is what I am going 
to do this morning-,-"To every man his work". . 

Let me read the context: "For the Son of man is 
as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and 
gave authority to his servants, and to every man his 
work, and commanded the porter to watch." Before 

/ He went away, the Lord gave to ev,ery man hi's work. 
Always it i·s necessary to have a good foundation, 

and -so let me clearly state the fact that salvation is 
not of woOrks but of gr·ace; that we are noOt saved by 
anything we hav,e done, or can do, but whoUy ·and 
sol·ely by the gift oOf God's' sove'reign grace. We are 
forgiven our sins, we a,re made new ·creatures in Christ 

Jesus, we are adopted into the divine family, we are 
made ,childl1en of God; 'and "if· ,children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, 'and jO'int-heirs with Christ." We are 
like tohe debtor 'Who had iJ.·othing to pay, and who:se lord 
frankly and freel,y ·and 'fully forgave him all. Ther-e 
is no ·hope of salvation for any ·one of us by means of 
our good works: "N ot ,by works of righteousness 
whic'h we 'have d'one, bU't according to his mercy 'he 
saved 'us, by the washi'ng oOf regeneration, and renew
ing of the Holy Ghost." So let that be clear, we are 
saved on the ground of the infinite merit of the sacrifice 
of Christ; but being saved, made the chi'ldren of God, 
h'aving a place ·in the divine family, He has .given to 
everyone of us our work. Everyone who ,is a Chris
ti,an has received a divine 'Commission to do a piece of 
work, whij::h -God hath f.?reordained he -should do. 

r. 
Let us think for a moment or two, first of aU, a-bout 

TH~ CHARACTER .oF THE W.oRK. ' 
Wha't 'S'ort of work have we to do? What are we 

in the world for? W;hat is the 'P,eculiar and distinctive 
mi-ssion of the Christian? What is your work? "Ye 
!!baH receive power, ·after that the Holy Gho~t is come 

upon you': and ye shall be, witne's'ses unto .me bot):t in 
Jerusalem, and ,in all Juda,ea, and in Samaria, and unto. 
the uttermost part of the earth." The work of the- be
liever as an individual, and of the church collectively, is 
to bear witness to the truth of the gospel. That is our 
peculiar and speci'al task: we are 'Witnesses to the truth. 

A witness is one who knows something, and 'lulJ,o is 
'called to tell what he knows. You cannot bear witness 
~or Christ until you know something about Ohrist. 
Y.oucan never get to know Him ,by merely working 
for Him-you must ·know Him first. Then your wit
ness.Jbearing wiH grow out of your own 'experienoe. 
If we are to do a vita-l work in the world, we must 
have a vital exper.ience; we must know experimentally 
the value of the cross of Christ, or w'e cannot. bear 
witness. No man can witness to -the effi-cacy ·of the 
bloO?d of Christ, to its cleansing power, unles'S he 
knows by his own personal experience what it is to' 
be deansed ·in. the f.ountain fiUed with blood, In or-der 
t,o do our work we must come 'to the Cross, we must 
know that Christ died for ·our sins. What is -the gos
p·el? "I -delivered l.\nto you first of all that whi'ch I 
alsQ received, how that Christ died fo·r our sins accor-d
ing- to the scriptures; and that he was buri,ed, ·and 
that he rose again the third -day accordingG to' -the 
scriptures." That is the gospel; that ,is to be our 
testimony. But we cannot bear witness to it unless 
we know experimentally its power, and something .of 
its 'Sweetnes'S. 

Hie must knon' somethill,q of the power of the Holy 
Ghost before 'We can bear witness. "Ye shall r~eive 
power, aofter that the Holy Ghost is come -upon you." 
Let it be clearly understood that ours is a spiritual 
work from heginning to end; and it can he wrought 
'only by a spiritual energy; we ca·nnot work in the -
energy of the flesh and accom'plish anything .. "Ye 
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is -come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me." N.o 
man or woman can bear effective witness for Jesus 
Christ apart .from a divine anointing, apart from the 
power .of the Spirit of God. Mere liop service will avail· 
us- nothing. Our speech and our· pr,eaching must not 
be with "enticing words 'of man',s wi'sdom, 'but in 
d'emonstration of the Spirit and of power." The .ques
don is two-fold: Have you receiv'ed your work? and, 
,Have you received the power with whkh that work 
is to ,be accompli,shed? Do we not need to open our 
hearts to the incoming of the power of the Holy 
Ghost? 

I was in a oertain church last week-I will not tell 
you whel1e it was-and I heard a miniS'ter speaking. 

.y 
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I was not in the m.eeting, but in 'an .office bff the church 
auditorium, and I heard a nian speak. He wa's speak
ing abDut the baptism of the Spirit, a:bout "seeking the. 
baptism.'" He· said there were many baptisms: there 
was a baptism into p'Ower, a baptism ~ntQ love, .and 
I dD not know how many other baptisms. ND dDubt, 
'he 'was sincere, but his teaching, wa's far from the 
teaching oOf the vVord of God. The Holy Ghost was 
given on Pentecost.' Then wc!:s fulfilled the promise, 
"He 'shall baptize you w.ith the Iloly Ghost, ·and with 
fire." The Holy Ghost i's here. 'always has been here 
since lliatday. It ,i,s erroneous ,to, speak ab'Out seeking 
the 'baptism of the ~oly Ghost. NoOwhere in the entire 
Scripture is there a suggestion that we are to 'S'e~k 
the baptism 0.£ the Holy Ghost. We are commanded 
toO he filled with the Spirit, we ar,eadmonished to 
"grieve not the Holy Spirit 0.£ God", :to quench not ,the 
Spirit; but oOnce and for all the Holy Spirit has 'been 
given ~D the churcn to enabl,e the chur-ch t'O doO her 
work. We have not now to tarry ·for His coming, ten 
days, or ten hours, or, I beli'eve, ten minU'tes. If we 
but yield oOur·selves wholly unto GoOd, ,that moment the 
Holy GhDst is Durs to 'energize us, to fill us with His 
power and blessing, and (make us fruitful in the service 
of the LoOrd. 

Now' if wear,e tO,d'O oOur work .effectively, we must 
remember it is work of a spiritual ·chara'~ter that can' 
only be done by the power oOf the HoOly GhoOst; and 
as we do .our work, we must .receiv'e the power to do 
it. It would be .as fDOlish for an ,engineer who is, to 
go ·on duty, let us say, to-night, instead of getting on 
his great ·engine and mov,ing the throttle that would 
pullan express train acrDSS the Continent-it would 

. be as fDolish for him to say, "I am not going to bother 
waiting fQr my engine. I will pull the train my,~elf"!. 
Carr YDU fancy his fitting himse1f up with harness, and 
linking himself ~n to that train Df hundreds of tons', 
and s'aying, "N 'Ow here 'goes, no engine for me"? You 
would say, "Take him' Dff to the asylum." But a great 
many preachers and churclI,es are ~ike him. they are 
harnessed to a great task that no one but God candoO, 
.that no human power can accomplish. They are sweat
ing and fuming',and they are going t'O do something
yes,' they are go.ing ·to d:osDmething, in the 'energy of 
the flesh. God's work cann'Ot thus be done. The wDrk 
we are commissioned to do is a wDrk that can be ac
complished only as ('rOd is with us,and in us, and as 
we become the channels and instruments Df the mighty 
power of the HO'ly Ghost., Therefore if we are to doO 
our work, we must have the power tD'a'ccDmplish it,-
. "To every man 'his work." 

toO get ready for it here! W Drk is a bles'sing, nDt a 
curse. Our Lord said, "My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I wo-rk." We ought to be glad that we are not 
called to a life of id1eness, but that we have been 
called to do a work given us' by the Lord. 

It is a great blessing to hav'e plenty ·to do. I know 
sDmetimes people are disposed to complain that they 
have a little bit too much work to ·do·. Ther,e are 'some 
pe0p'le who are always 0 busy, very busy i I used to 
knDw a prea'cher if). a certain ci:~y where I was min
ister-he dDes nO't live very far from where I am 
sp'eaking no'\v. but .it was -\v,hen h~ was ,in anDther 
city. I telephoned him a few times, but 'lie 'was always 
too busy to talk. Oh, he was alway·s Ibusy, going to 
and fro. What he did to keep hi'mself S'O busy I do 
not knoV\C. But he was always husy, tooO 'busy .to. ,talk 
to anyone. Let me advis'e you nO't ·to talk ahout being 
busy. I remember a friend some years °ago who, when 
someone said to him, "Are Y'OU bu:sy?" l'eplied, "Of 
course I am busy. That is what I am paid for. What are 
yQU being paid for?" We ought 'all to be busy. I do 
not believ~ any man can waolk with Christ, ·and liv·e 
in ·abiding fellowship with the Holy Spirit, and be idle . 
Id'Ieness is oOne o:f -the greatest Df all sins. I repea;t, 

. it is a -sin to he idle, and if you find. YDurself idle, not 
doing anything, d'O nDt say, "I am a,frai-d I have been 
a little leisurely"-get down on yDur knees and say, 
"God 'be merciful toO me a sinner. I have heen idle." 
, God ,is always. working, the Holy Spirit is working; 
and you cannDt keep step with God and be idle. God 
is the· greatest of . all workers. .Said Christ, "My 
Father wor'kdh hitherto, and I work." The HDly Ghost 
is an active energy; and He witI not come to fill you 
in order to give you a .good time. The Holy Ghost is 
nDt a labour-saving ~gency. WDmen are always inter
ested in labour~saving -devices, it is said. I dQ onot 
blame them. . Most .of the men need' ·something 
to give -them more to do! I think the women whDse 
wrOrk is Ii'ever done may be ,excused a little for having 
an et.e'Ctric washer and an electric ironer. But the 
Holy Gho'S't. does not come in .Dr-der that we may f'old 
our arms and dD nQthing. The Spirit of God dDes not 
soo superimpos'e Himself on us as to make us mere 
automatons, li.feless instruments, instruments without 
volitirOn. That is not hQW G'Od 'Works. He comes to 
possess our whole being, to energize our wills, SD that 
thotlgh we work as though we w~re doing ft, in reality 

owe al'e not doing it at all, but it is God the HDly Ghost 
that works in us "both to will and to do 'Of his good 
pleasure." . 

I say, it is a gloorious privilege .to have pl,enty of 
II. 

Then I want you t'O think a little w:hilIe- of THE PRIVI

LEGE INvOLvltD IN THIS. It is a great privilege to have 
work to do. Ask any man who is O'Ut of employment, 
any man who is a man, 'J'What do YDU need? What dD 
you want above everything else in the wDrld?" And 
he-will tell YDU, "I want work, sir." WDrk is one of 
the -groea-test hleS'sing,s in life. There are some people 

. who think orr heaven as a place where they will- sit and 
sing themselves away to everlasting bliss. I am com
pelled to say that if that he heaven,there are a great 
. many. professing Christians who are doing their best 

. work toO dQ. There is nothing that will develop a good 
appetite like plenty of work. There are some delicate 
peDple who go to the d'Octor and say; "Doctor,o I am 

_afraid I am not v,ery well." ToO whi,ch he replies, 
"What is the matter with you?" "My appetite is fail
ing. I wonder if you ,cDuld give orne a tonic." If the 
inquirer were a man, and I wer,e the doctor, in many 
cases I ·should 'say, '.'Yes, I will give you a tonic. I 
will 'S'end you QU't to the -country to saw wood, Dr dig 
.or p·lough. That will,dD you good." What most pe'Ople 
need is work.. I used toO know a man whQ, when he 
was pODr, had plenty 'Of woOrk to do-and did it. After 
a witHe, when he gDt rich and very well-tD-dD. wit), 
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the slightest indispos.ition 'he called in the do~tor. The' 
doctor would say, "I fear you are overworked" I How 
people love to be told they are overworked I "I have 
nO't been . very well, Doctor. 'Wh1;lt is the matter?" 
and the diplomatic ·doctDr would reply, "You are just 
run down, you need 'a rest." Run d'Own I . Why, s'Ome 
people have never been wound up I The fact is they 
are always run dOlwn I 

The idle Christian is z.ikely to be a man of poor spiritual 
appetite. Have you given up reading your Bible? Have 
you >found that your 'appetite for 'spiritual fDod is de
clining? I will tell you what is the matter w.ith you: 
you are g.etting lazy; your ailment is a disinclination 
to work. Y.ou think you need a ·tonJc? What we all 
need to do is to get out and odo something in the 
name of the Lord-really to work. Then the H'Oly 
Ghos't wit.l work in us. And as we work, we shall find 
that our appetit·es will come back to us, we shall be 

. hungry for the things of God. Then Y'ou will find one 
saying, "I cannot wait ·for Sunday, I cannot wait for 
the next prayer meeting: I must get .'something for 
myself." He will go to ·the great storehouse of the 
Word 't.o f,eed his soul, because his appetite is de
veloped by his energetic s·ervice. There is nothing 
that will test the quality of your health ,like getting to 
work. Try it. I think I am strong, I think I am 
physi'CaHy fit-until I run f'Or a train, or run for 'some
thing else; and then I find that I am nat trained for 
running. Bend your back to s,o'me burden, lay hold 
Off some piece of work that requ.ires the mighty power 
of God to do it, and it will discover ·every weakness 
that you hav'e in you, and teach you your need' of 
supernatural power. And in the 'dDing of it, you will' 
find, .very often, the remedy for your weakened 
condition. 

I do not believe anyone can be a happy Christian unless 
he has plenty to do,- . 

"Satan finds some mischief still 
For idle hands to do." 

H you are not husy in the Lord's work, you will be 
likely to be ·busy jn the pevi.}'s work; if your mouth 
is not continually filled with the praises of God, it wiH 
be fiUed with S'omething elS'e-for whatever -else about. 
you is idle, that tongue 'Of yours will aI-moist cer:tainly 
be kept busy. See that it is employed with the p1"Oper 
kind 'Of work; let us be bearing witness for Christ. 
Be always at it, and "the joy of ,the Lord" wwl be 
your strength. 

I hav·e seen a man before now in this place in a 
very ·dejected spirit. He ~as bravely doing his best, 
but. he had 'been vainly trying week after week, and 
in some ,cases, mon!th after month, to find ,employment. 
Th~n .I have seen hitn again, and, beh'Old, the summer 
had come, there was a smile on -his countenance, ·there 
was· something differerit about him. I ,did not· need 
to be told what had happened. "o.h, yes, thank you, 
sir, I hav,e found employment." He wa:s back at work. 

That .js what we need. A ·church that is filled with 
people who are' a,lways doing God's work, will be a 
church that is ful'l of hallelujahs. Work, I say, is one 
of the greatest blessings of lif.e, and the more you work 
the more you like it. 

I was coming back from New York 'One day, and I 
got into conv.~rS'ation with an old gentleman on the 

train. He 'seemed to be in a particularly happy mood, 
and I spent a -goo:d part of the day between New York 
and Buffalo talking with him. He was eighty-six or 
eig,hty-seven.· I said, "You d'O not 10'ok so old.; you look 
a's though you were about sixty." He smiJed and said, 
"You flatterer! That is what ev·eryone says to an old 
man. But after all, that is about how old I fee:!, I do 
not feel more than sixty. Shall I tdl you the secret 
of it?" I sa·id, "What is it?" "\V'ork !' The trouble . 
with a great many old men is that they giv·e up wO'rk 
-and they die .. I am go.ing to keep at it to the end. 
I go to business every mDrning at the same hour I 
always did." I found he wa:sa millionaire many times 
over, and his 'SoOns were with him in the business. He 
said, "My sons are with me, but I shall 110t resign my 
responsibility. I still go to my office daily, and that 
is what keeps me young, and keeps me happy." 

That is the physical and temporal side of the matter; 
but the same principle obtains in the spiritual realm, 
and as we keep constantly at it, a·lways working, we 
renew our youth. The more you work, the younger 
you will fed, and the healthier you will be<:ome spiri
tually. Work is absolutely necessary to our develop
ment in Christ. 

III. 

What about THE RESPONSIBILITY INVOLVED IN IT? 
It ,is a privilege to work with God, but what about. 
the responsibility? "To ,every man his work." One 
of the greatest·tasks of all is to bring home to Chris
tian hearts and c'Onsciences a proper sense 'Of responsi
bility. Some people never seem to accept responsi
bility. They ",.iH work in a 'Crowd, but when it suits 
them they drop their task and run away saying, in 
effect, "This matter is none ·O'f my business." They 
seem not to understand fhat God has given to every 
man :his work. And he must do it; he cannot delegate 
it to anyone else. God 'w.ill hoOld. him responsible for doing 
it. In the Great \Var if a man were assigned to an 
outpost, and he was there commanded ~to watch, it did 
not make any difference how long he was compelled 
to stay, nor how -difficult the position he was required 
to hold, if he des·erted his post, he was sho.t for ·deser
tion. Every man was made tD feel that the responsi-' 
bility for the success' of the whole war rest·ed upon 
him; his first duty as a soldier was implicit, unques
tioning, sacrifici.al obedienc·e. "To every man. his 
work." He alone can and must do it .. 

I see the engineer in his cab. A train comes into 
a great station, and there are hundreds of people 
thronging here and there. Men 'in unifo,rm are looking 
after the passengers----'but the eng:ineer pays no atten
tion to them; he is out with his 'Oil can oiling the 
engine. When I am travelling and the train stops long 
enough, I ~eneraUy go up and have a lo·ok at the m;1..I1 
who is dr:iving the ·engine. I like to kn~)\>{ what sort 
of man has his hand on the throttle, and I lik,e ,to see 
him ~ith 'his ·oil can and t'Orch, putting.a little oil in 
here, and a little in ther,e. He paY's no attention ,to 
me! He d'Oes n.ot care who is. around: he ,is interested 
in :his .engine, it .is his work-and his responsibility. 
And when he gets in his cab and puts· his hand on the • 
throttle, he kn.ows that behind him every life is in -his 
.hands, the responsibility is .nobody else',s-it is his 

• 
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• . work. He must do it. If that gre·at train, with its 
load of living ·freight, should come to disa:ste'r, the 
blood of all of those passengers would, be upon his 
!!:houlders. It is exclusively his work. 

Are you teachers'in the Sunday School tired? Do 
you say, "I am not going to, do it longer"? Will you' 
not go and Iook after that absent 'scholar? You say, 
"I am too tired". I r,emind you that it .is your work, 
and Go·d, before His judgment seat, will hold you re
sponsible fOor doing your work: I have my work to 
dlQ; I cannot put it on Oother shoulders; I cannot dele
gate it to Oother peop·le; 1 am responsible to God f.or 
the ;full dis.charge 'Of my duty, and I must do it if it 
costs me my life. Itjs my work. You have y'Ours,. 
do it! Do it! No matter how small, how seemingly 
insignificant it may' be, nor how great-as y~ou shall 
answer to God, I charge you in His name, Do your 
own work! 

As I came into .the city yesterday mom.ing the train, 
stoppe·d outsi·de the station,. and 1 saw a man with a 
great ·iron wrench on his, shoulder-I suppose it was 
four or five ·feet long-and a big 'hammer. He was 
walking along the track, striking .the rails-and it 
'looked to me as though he were amusing 'himself, as 
though he were playing w.ith the thing, just waiting' 
'for something to turn up. 1 :said, "I wonder what he 
is doing?" After a while he struck a rail again, and 
he evidently heard a new sound. He . dropped his 

.hammer an9- put that wrench on one of the boHs· and 
began toO screw up the plate. I said, "Thank GOod ·for 
the man wli'O attends to his work. My train will b~ 
going alOong that track some day, and 1 am glad the 
joints are ma·de s'ecure." I do not. know tha't man's: 
name, nor where he 'live'S; but 1 know everyone's 
safety depends on somebody"s doing his work When' 
an accident .. occurs, and th~re .is great loss of life, an 
inv.estigation is heM to ·discover' what man failed in 
his duty. ,\;here the· responsibility li·e's for the ca~amity. 
L~t every man of us .do his work tha:t we may lbe 

. ready for God's investigation before the judgment 
. seat. 

1 remember an incident of the Zu,lu war, when the
Prince, Imperial of France was an officer in the British 
Army. His mother, ,the Empres's Eugenie, as aYou 
knlQw, was a refugee in England' for many years. " The 
Prince Im.p·erial was with his regiment 'in, the Zulu 
war, a regiment ·of cavalry, and they were ·suddenl·y 
surpris·ed -by a superior company 'Oof Zulus, who fought, 
not with guns, but with spears and a:ssegais. It was 
usele'ss for the British ·to try to fi·ght. for they were' 
only a small company 'out reC'onnoitring, and .being 
hOopelessly outnumbered by the enemy, their only 
safety lay in flight. So this 'company olf men tried to 
mount their, ·horses. Most 'Of them got on their horses 
and rode to saf.ety. The ·Prince Tmpe.rial put his foot 

Where did the ~esponsibility lie for that? There 
was 'someone in a saddlery shop in England, making 
saddles, a prosy sort of busines'S', no newspaper ever 
interviews the sa-ddle-'maker to ask him what he thinks 
of this or that. But he was tohere stitching away, and 
he did not earn very much. As he stit·ched the straps 
on, he 'tacked one on and failed too stitch it ·securely. 
The work was -defective, a'nd 'be'cause s'ome obscur'e 
man at his bench failed to do his work, the heir ·of the 
French crown diled in the midst 'Of the battle; because 
som'e man did not accept his share of responsibility,· 
disaster ,came. , 

1 do not kn'Ow what your wOork is, my friend. No 
one but God . 'can tell vou th3:t. There is the mother 
with her ·children-th~t, is her work. There is

l 
the 

teacher with her classes every day,' as she teaches-, 
that is her parti-cular work. The Sunday Sc):t·ool 
teacher, the ,other ·officers c;tnd lay members, whatever 
our 'P·osition may be, we are there to do 'Our work. 
What I want to ·do this morning is to arge upon· every 
,Ohristian 'he·re,. that we a'ccept our responsibility as 
from GQd, and determine that whatever the task, how
ever insign.ificant, in whatsoever obscure position we 
may 'serve, or however con.spicuous and h'Onourable 
our .duty, that we regard that which we ·rec·eive 'from 
the hand of God a·s our work, and that it -shaH be 
faithrfully done ·c;tS unto God, so that 'we can !!tand 'be
fore His judgment seat at last and say, "I did the 
very best I ·could." . 

!'His work"! Have you got yours? Then will you 
deny yourself sleep, your necessary rest, your leisure? 
Will you cease from self-indulgence, and work? Work 
-work-work-until you are weary and can scarcely 
stand-and then go on working. That is how the Lord 
did. He "being wearied w.ith his j-ourn.ey, sat thus on 
the well". Then there came a: woman, and He talked 
with- her:. H.e was not to'O busy, no·r too tired. ;He 
rdused to 'dismiss her. Again out into the wilderness 
He went .saying, '~Oome ye yourselves apart. inro a 
desert place, and rest awhile." I can almost imagine 
that there was a rone of wear.inesls i-n His :speech, as 
though I-!e would say fo His disciples, "I am s'o tired; 
let us goO' out into the' wilderness and rest." But there 
were so many C'oming and going He had no leisure so 
m.uch as too eat. The multitude·s followed them, and 
when He got to the place where He wa~ going to have 
a vacafi·on, the people were there by' the thousand. 
He di·d not call someone and say, "T·ell them to go 

. home." Ah, no! He did not work Iby the whistle or 
the bell! An eight~hour day was not sufficient for 
"His "',ork". But this is what tohe Book says, He "was 
moved with compas'sion toward them because they' 
were as sl:teep not having a S'hepherd: and he 'began to 
teach them many things." Our Lord went.ori tea·ching 
tliem long after He was weary; until the hours passed, 
and at last He said to His .disciples, "\Ve must give 
them something to eat." "Send the mul,titudes away", 
they ·said, ",that they may go ·into·the villages and buy 
something to eat." But He replied, "They need not 
depart ; give y·e them to eat." After He was' weary 
the J,ong 'Sermon was preached, and after the long 'ser
mon He made the~ His guests at ·dinner, and served 
them Himself! 

. . in the stirrup ·and tried to mount his horse: but as' he 
- threw his weight on the 'stirrup, the strap 'broke; the 

stirrup came 10'Ose from the saddle, and he fell. Be
f.ore h'e,could recover 'himself, hios body was filled with 
ass:egais. and he died. The hope of, the Royalists 'Of 
France was eX":tinguished with his -death, for they ha:d· 
hoped that in' him the monarchy might" ee re~tored. 
Perhaps it might have 'been; had he lived, th~ wh'Ole 
subsequent histo·rY of Europ.e down t.o ,!he...1;:tte, w:ar 
might have been changed. . .... . ..... , 

. I suggest to You an interesting 'study, young men, 
,.particularly you students: go through youi' g'9S1pel~ 

o 
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. and see the things that Jesrus Chr,ist did 3Jfte:r the day 
was done ; count up the miracles He wrought after He 
had reached, apparently, the limit o-f human ;endurance. 
Ten hours a day? Twelve hours a day? He was al
ways at it, He nev·er ceased. The woman by the well
side; the mirac·Ie in the wildernes1s; when, overcome 
with exhaustion, He lay sleeping in the boat until the 
water began to come in, and .it looked as though it 
would go down, at last· they 'came and wakened Him 

'saying, "Master, carest thou not that we perish ?:'
The weary Christ arose, and with strength from above, 
He. commanded the waves to De still-and there was 
a great ·calm. Read the Acts of the Apost}.es. You 
will find that your gospels and ylour Acts are re,cords 
of ceaseless activities ; Christ and His true servants 
. are always at it! 

Shall we go 'hack to work? ShaH we set our hands 
to our task with renewed determination to see the· 
·thing through? 

IV. 

SOMl'; DAY THl';Rl'; WILL M A Rl';WARD. My salvation 
is God's gift to me, and that is secure. I am just as 
truly saved to-day as I ever 'shall be, in the sense that I 
am justified 'freely by His grace, ·and am standing be
fore Him as a child of ·God. . What I fail to do will 
not in any .resp·ect influence the gre'at fact that I 'have 
been ,"born again, not of corruptible 'Seed, but of .in
corruptible, Iby the word of God, which liv·eth and 
a'bideth .for ever." That i,s one' thing; but over and 
ahove that our I"ord will reward His faithful servants. 
We must distinguish betWieen the gift of life, and the 
rewards of service. A father has a family of ·children 
in s'chaol, and to 'One he says, "If you make a certain 
grade, a certain record, I w.iU reward you." To an
other 'he says, "y.ou ar,e in high schooL 1£ you 'come 
out with a certain 'standing at the next examination, 
I will give you a watch." Perhaps the eldest S'Oon is in 
partners'hip with h.im in the business. and is receiving 
a salary. His father says to him, "You had a good 
year la'st year. If you do better this year, I will 
increase your sa·lary." Bqt that has nothing to do 
with the ,fact that thev are sons. The eldest is still 
a son though he gets ~o increase in salary. The high 
school boy is still a son even though he fails to get 
the watch. The smaHer qoy i,s still a son though 
he fails in his examination,-they are still sons. But· 
with a legitimate desire for the rewards, and with a 
desire to please their father, each Q~e says" "I am 
going to work as I never worked befo're." - , 

What shall we get by and by when pay-day c·ome's? 
AT~ yOll "living for pay-day? It is not worth while 
for what yQU get ·here .. You cannOot keep it anyho'w,. 
even after you get it! Butoh, ther·e is a great pay
day ·coming. I beli·eve there will be a great many 
people :who 'have not· had very' "big pay" down here, 
who will get it up there. I have quoted to you that 
great saying of General Booth-the' present General 
B,O'oth-again and again:' "AU my offi'cers are hi-g.h
salaried men and women~payment deferred." 

Sunday School tea'c'her~ I conjure you, go on teach
ing your class,and some 'boy or girl will he cDnverted. 
"Only a boy", or ,"only a girl", and perhaps that boy 

) 

Dr girl will never distinguish himself 'Dr herself. You 
may -never knDw that YDU have accDmplished much. 
But ,it may be ·they will 'be -distingui's'hed in this 'One 
thing, that through their witness others will be saved, 
and amDng those saved, their sDuls being of priceless 
wDrth 1''0 ,the LDrd, there may be SDme one man Dr' 
some 'One woman, whose influence will girdle the 
globe. GDd is a very accurate Bookkeeper. and some 
day He will open His bODks, and will reward His ser
vants accol'djng to the th~ngs written in the books. 
And that terrible ·day in the' kitchen when you tri·ed· 
tD be patient, and God gave :you grace to be Ipa'tient; 
that day down in the 'Dffi'ce, or in the shop, when you 
lifted a prayer '1'0 God and said, "Lord, I want to be 
a true witness to-day, and I ani finding it a very try
ingday", and God gave you grace to be a Christian 
and to live as a Christian ;-and when -the day was 
passed you said, "I fear I did nDt do much tD-day", but 
God knows you planted that 'day a s·eed -in ·some heart 

. that will bear fruit unto life eterna,t I T'hereiDre,some 
day He will reward you fDr that bit ,of service rendered 
where. no ·eye cotild s'ee., 

-Is it not a blessing He has given "to every man his 
work" ? Shall we nDt ·come back tD our task with 
renewed cDnsecration? 

As fDr you .WhD are uncDnverted, have you any work 
tD do? Yes, YDU have a wo'rk. 'Vhat, an unconv·erted 

,man a work to dD? Yes. "What shall we do that we 
might wDrk the wDr~ 'Of GDd?" "This is the work of 
God, that .ye believe on him whDm he hath sent." 
Your fi·rst WDrk is to believe in His atDning wDrk, to 
trust the precious blDDd, to reoeive Chr.ist as SaviDur; 
and receiving Him as Saviour, receive Him as Lord; 
and with Him, the pDwer and fulness of the Holy 
Ghost; and from Him a oommission that will keep you 
busy frDm now ·on into eternity. That is wDrth while, 
i,s it not? May the LDrd help us this morning tD ·do 
'Our wQrk. . 

That has been: wholly an imprDmptu sermDn, but 
. ev~n thDugh it be SD, iii we apply the principles I have 

discussed, it wih1. bless us every Dn~ lor all eternity. 
Let. us pray: 0 Lord, forgive us for 'Our indolence, 

for our half-heartedness, for our lukewarmness; fDr
giveOus that we have nDt done far mDre thari we have; 
fDr-giv'e us for shilrking res:ponsibility, for running 
away frDm ·duty. Give us, we pray Thee, by Thy 
Spirit, help to~day that we may go back into the vine
yard 'and wDrk with renewed ·energy. Help us to give 
every' flying minute something to keep in stDre, to 
work for the night is coming when man's wDrk is o'er. 
How soon the day may be ended for anyone 'Of us, 
we dD not know. 0 grant that we may be permitted 
to serve Thee right to the end, and fini'sh the day in 
harness, stiH dDing the divinely-appDinted task. If 
there are any· here WhD 'are not Thine, may ,they 
receive Christ; and iii any are here WhD are Thine and 
yet have not .cDrufessed Thee, GDd ·give them grace tD 
·dD s~ ; and may Thy dear 'ch,iIdren re,ceive fresh inspira
tiDn f.1'Om above. Bless these poor words of ours. May 
they 'he energized by the HDly Ghost ,SD that they may 
be made effectiv~. We ask it in the name of Jesus 
Ohliist 'Our Lord, Amen. , 

.. I 
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... ... ... ... 

, Rev. E. Hancox has no-w been 'pastor Mr. Maurice Gillion the Student-pas
of the South End Baptist Church, Owen .tor of Bobcaygeon, is a man Gf convie
Sound, fGr ne'arly a year. During that tioD and therefore Gf zeal. He has 'be
time ,the little body of ~elievers, :whose gun ,the summer's work in read. earnest. 

COURTLAND. memibership, even including eleven addi- 9n June 2nd a Slmday School was be-
'Tuesday, June 4th, was a memorable tiGns dJuring the past year---'Seven by gwn in the Bobcaygeon Baplti-st Church, 

ba-ptism and four by experience---now where one has not been ,held for more 
day in the history of the Courtland Bap- ttl nl f t.m h d h' al th fi tist Church, when, in,response to their ,0 as 0 y or y ve, as raise IS s - an ve years. The encouraging 'at-
call, about fifty-seven delegates, from ary, paid the Tent of .the parsonage', and tendance for the first Sunday was twen
nineteen churches, assembled in council, reduced the debt Gf their church prop-, ty-MX. At the morning service foHowing, 

erty. The total for ,ad.l ehuroh pUrpGseB the veteran, Rev. J. B. Kennedy, a man 
to considlE!r the a9visability of ()rdaining during the year reached the fine sum of whG in his old age' haS' no't "lost a .pas-
their pastor, Mr. Robert Guthrie, to the $259333 S d fte th to' f 1 . Gospel ·,ministry. Meeting at 2.30 p.m., , .. un ay a rnoon e pas r Slon or sou s, 1)reached searchingly. 
we listened to our brother, as he' told us a:ls'o preaches Bit Bay View. ' Tihat afOOT,noon a Sunday school was be
of the great things. God had done for Four weeks o-f special meetings were glqn o-n the Galway road, nOTth o-f Bob
him; and while he spoke to us of his recently iheld,. As already reported in ca~'geon.. For .the open session, with 
Christian experienc.e and his call to the these columns, Rev. F. Kend'a:ll conduct- WhICh thIS 'sohool begun, the attendance 
ministry, and when he had given to us ed services for three weeks. '.Dhen Rev, W81S beyond expectations, tOlta-Hing twen
his statement of doctrine, our hearts J. H. PeeT, of Whllowdale continued the ty-o~~ ~unday S~hoo-l '·had not been 
burned within us, as the conviction grew meetings for another week. Duling held m ,thIS communIty for twenty years! . 
that the Lord had indeed chosen this that ·time ·twenty professed faith in The Lo-ro CQIlfirmed the message, when 
young man, saving him, iLnd launching Ch:rist. T,he whole church life :ha,s ,been fGur young. people raised thei-r hands 
him forth,-first, as a successful fisher revived and strengthened iby this special as'kii,ng prayer, and desi-riDig to- know 
of souls, and .then into the regular effort. . Him. The congrega-tion that assembled 
preaching of the Word. ' ... ... ... that evening in ,the Bobcaygeon Baptist 

As we gathered again in the evening HUGHSON STREET, HAMILTON Church wa,.s in increase of previO'lls at-
session and proceeded to ordain him, the . On 'May 26th, Pastor' Bower baptized ·tendance. Pray fOT this work. 
prayer in every heart was, "Lord, send the head of a family which had fGrmerly ~ ... ... 
us more of such pastors in our churches." been Roman Catholic. T'his fatheT was FORT WILLIAM. 

Truly t~is old church is taking on new the .last of the famUy to unite with the Pastor G. W. Searle has taken over 
. life under such Holy Spirit ministry as church. Glorious indeed! That same the w,ork of ;the Fu.ndamenta1ist' Baptist 

she has experienced since Brother evening a y.o,ung man pro-fessed conver- Tabernacle lin FOllt WiIliam for ·the sum
Guthrie became pastor. sion. The fa-Howing Wednesday a mis- mer, ,repla'Cing Rev. J. M. New,by, who 

The following resolution, mo-ved· by sjo-nary meeting of ,the church enjoyed a felt that he shouId change his place of 
Rev. H. So: Bennett, and seconded by Rev. lantern leeture by Mr. O. T. Johnston, ministry. Mr. Searle, together with an-
R. E. Jones, was passed with one heart of our Semm;ry, on Jamaica. other student from our Seminary, went. 
and voice: ... ... ... this far west by mo-tor. 

"Having been' d.eeply moved by the' ORILLIA. • ... ., 
testimony and views of scriptural doc- Bethel Baptist Church is co-nso-lidat- BARRIE •. 
. trine, so clearly and strongly stated by ing its work :by purchasing for itself a P,a~tor . W. H. Turner, of Alton, ex-
Pastor R. D. Guthrie, on the occasion of h h h 0 ' ed' D b changed pulpits with Pastor A. C. Whit'"-his ordination to the Gospel ml'nl'stry, c urc : ,ome. 'nganiz m ecem er, . 

1928 : ... has m~t up to ..... t ' comihe,' o-f lJ8iI'>l'ie, on Sunday, June 2nd:. and knowing that he was formerly a ' ~" . ' ~ "lIlIe prese:n: In a "...... ... 
member of Jarvis Street Baptist Church, rented hall; but nGW a large house has 
Toronto, . . been .purohased, and is being made over 

"We as a council compo-sed of dele- into a church auditorium. Its people 
gates of nineteen Regular Baptist have raised some $1,300 toward the cost. 
Churches of the Union of Regular Bap- covering the ibalance of cost by a 'small 
tist Churches of Ontario and Quebec, loan. T.he membership, which a.t first 
together with the members and friends Rumbered siXJty, has no-w risen to eighty
of the Courtland Church, desire to testify six, Student-.pastor John Byers, 
that we recognize in this an evidence of preaches. earnestly "and well each Sun
the fruitfulness of the ministry of Dr. day. Two mothers, two young men, and 
T. T. Shields; and we express our appre- two- gids of this churoh were bap,tized 
ciation of his influence and power in the at BaTrie recently, and five of ·these 
life of the Churches, manifested by the united with the church. There js a strong 
remarkable number of young men who mis~iona:ry s,pirit among the people, and 
in recent years have gone out trom yanolU~ cl!-uses are slllPPollted. Inter~st 
J~~is Street Church into the Gospel I~~ mamtameq and deepened by a. mls
mlDlstry, charged with a fervour and . slOnary meetmg o~ the church tWice a 
faith similar tG tl111t which we recognized month. Since its' Grganizad;ion the 
in Brother Guthrie this afternoon' church has r.ai-sed $536 for missionary 

"And we deSire to express ou~ lo-ve purposes. 
and loyalty to Dr. Shields in his heroic 
stand for righteousness arid for the de
fense of the faith once for all delivered 

... ... ... 

to the saints; 
"We give God thanks for Dr. Shields 

, and we pray that he may long be spared 
to the service of the Lord Jesus Chriat". 
-T. L. W~ite, Clerk. 

MOUNT PLEASANT 
On Sunday evenin,g, JUJIle 2nd', Rev. 

Alexander Tho-mson, baptized two ca:n.
didates in MOIIln,t Pleasan.t Road Baptist 
Church. (The clerk of this church, be it 
noted, is no-w Mr. R. Nesbitt, 305 Bel
size Drive, Toronto, 12, Ontario). 

WINNIPEG 
A IgrOUp of Regular Bap/llists in Win-: 

nilpeg have. ,requ'ested a s,tudent ·to 'be 
sent them by OUT Board. Mr. J. Demp
s:ter, a student of Des Moines Un,iver
stty, who wen·t to Des Moines from our 
TGr.onto Baptis,t Seminary, has gone to-
take change of this work. ,. ... ... ... 

STOUFFVILLE, . ONTARIO. ' 
"Stou1fviUe Baptist Church suffered a. 

great loss when our beloved ·bro.ther and 
de~on, Samuel Hisey, rece;ntly llassed 
away. FGr years he has taken an ac
tive and leading par,t in the LGrd's work 
in this section of -the cGuntry. His life· 
wa'& char8lCterized by holy zeal and 
ceaseless .testi-mony to the saving grace 
of our Lord. Brother Hisey~s ministry 
in ,the church was a comfort 'and sup
port to pastor and pee,ple. He was un
flioohing in his loyalty. The last 'six 
months of his life, spent hi. awful suf
fering, were a compilete y.i.ndication of the life o-f faith in Christ. Never once 
did ·he co-mplain, but sweetfy resigned 
hirmself to the will of God'. He was Gne 
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.of the few who have been privileged to 
show the absolute quality of holy joy 
in, ,the presence of :pain,' disappointment, 
.and ,the gradual approach of death. He 
leaves his companion, Mrs. Hisey, and 
six ,sons to wait for the com,ing of the 
Lord and the great reunion. Two of the 
flons, Roy and Lorne, ,are students in our 
Seminary. It was O'Ilr hro'ther's' joy, 
not only to see" two able sons training 
:for the' ministry, oo.t to know that all 
six had found the Lord as Saviour. Thus 
his wo:rk will go on."-Rev. W. W. 
'Fleischer, Pas'tor .. 

* * ." DEATH OF HOWARD LEWIS. 
The tragic news of the death of How

ard Lewis, son of the Rev. A. J. Lewis, 
OUT missionary in Liberia, and Mrs. 
Lewd,s, Upper Darby, Pa., has reac'hed 
many of our people, but a le;tteT jU'st re
ceived from Mr. Atk.iruson~ who left for 
PhiladeLphia on T,hursday 111St, is quoted 
that particulars may Ibe 'known and that 
prayer may continually be mad'e-

"Mrs. Lewis' people appreciate my 
being here to counsel. and! help, and 
yet it will be when Mrs. Lewds gets' 
back home that -the harde'st time will 
come. T-he inquest wiH be held on 
Wednesday' evening and when the 

,cold unsympathetic attitude of the 
.opposing counsel is to be endured 
.as he tries to make the accident ap
pear fo be the laddie's fault, the 
:shook will be f\erlt must. 

The man wa'S placed under arrest 
for reckless driving and later (tech
nically) on' a charge of man
slaughter. 

Howard w.a:s ,terribly injured with 
both legs i!J.roken, a badly fractured 
hip and three fractures of the skull. 

The s'kid marks of the ,car meas
ured 56 feet. Mrs,. Lewis heard the 
screeching brakes and ran to the 
front door and 'helJped pick him up. 
All the way to the Hospital he lay 
in her lap and moaned. He lived 
from Monday afternoon until Thurs
day at 1 :20 a.m. 

At the Bible School on Sunday, 
(the day before the ac.cident) he 
had given the closing benediction of 
the c'hildren's day service-

Father, bless Thy little c'hrldren 
As we homeward go our way,' 
From the church, Thy holy temple, 
On this children's day. 

Thou liiast heard oUir lov;ing praises 
We 'hl1ve brought in joyful. song; 
Thou art near us every moment, ' 
Guarding us from harm. 

And when we are grown-up' children 
May we be Thy children still; 
Following our Saviour's' footsteps, 
Quided by Thy, will. 

During the hours of suffering and 
semi-consciousness, he repeated the first 
verse so often that even the nurses knew 
it by memory. He had gliven evidence 
of a bright and happy experience of 
grace l1nd loved the church of God. He 
was very humorous and loved to keep the 
soberer' members of the family on the 
alert. His bright and c'heery ways en
deared him to all and they called him 
'Curly,' for his ftaxeJl. hair lay in curls 
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upon a fine ,and noble head. No wonder 
I found a grief-stl'icken mother who, for 
the sake of the work, had yielded up her 
husband to go for God and for the sake 
of lost souls to darkest .Africa." 

We are sure that all our readers ex
tend the,ir deepest' .christian sympathy 
to Mrs.' Lewis in her sorrow and to Mr. 
Lewis in his loneliness. This crushing 
blow, coming at such a time as this, will 
be doubly hard to bear. Pray for 
grace sufficient to abound toward our 
friends. 

'" • '" MICHIGAN NOTES. 
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evangelistic meeting was recently con
cluded, in which there were tw,elve pro
fessions and two coming by letter. An 
interesting feature of the services was 
the Sunshine Choir, recruated from the 
primary department "f the Sunday 
School. Street meetings were held on' 
Saturday nights. The Methodist church, 
co-operated in the meeting, closing its 
Sunday and Thursday night meetings. 
The church will undoubtedly go on full 
time now. Heretofore, it has dJiV'ided the 
time of its pastor with Casnovia. Tohe 
missionary of the Regular Baptists was 
the, evangelist. 

The Gospel Witnes8 is not merely a ' * '" '" 
local paper, as is evidenced by the faet First Orthodox Baptist Church, Holland, 
that it circles the globe. It rejoices in , Michigan. , • " 
genuine Christian fellowship everywhere. A new foe, or rather the old foe in 
Nevertheless, it is particularly interested a new f'orm, has 'been ma'king itself felt 
in the work of Regular Baptists.' Now in this part of the state. Its name is 
the state of Michigan has a Union of Undenominationalism. Under the lead
Regular Baptist Churches. - Talking re- ership and direction of the last. pastor 
cently with their horne mission~ry, Rev. here, ,a lar.ge part 'of this c'hurch 'became 
C. R. Peterson, we asked him tQ send inoculated with the virus of undenomin
news from their Union to The Witness. ationalism. - Plans were perf.ected' to 
We present below the first four items. steal the church, finances, and' everything 
Calvary Baptist Church, Grand Rapids. of value, and ous"t the l'egrular Baptists. 

CaO.vary Church, under the efficient The stage was all "set for this di8!bolical 
leadership of Pastor Wm. Headley, is work at the ,annual meeting early in 
making gI:eat strides spiritually and rna- May. However, the real Baptists, who 
terially. This church, which is a Regular were but a small minority, put up suc:h 
Baptist Churcn, is located in a new.and a stiff resistance that the un-Baptistic 
growing community, and has a great mlljority were put to rout, l1nd got noth
opportunity. Services are all well at- ing! Abo:ut 45 9f the mem!bers with
tended, and an aggressive Bible ministry drew from the chur.ch, and 'have formed 
is carried on. Pastor Headley conducts an undenominati'onal c,hurch, where' bap
a Bible class every Monday night, and tism is not required for membership. 
preaches every Sunday afternoon at the The small group of loyal Baptists re
county jail. The jail services have r~ maining a.re rallying to the work with 
suIted in many conversions. An efficient great zea'r, and feed that now they will 
F'ishermen's Club, with a membership of 'be aMe to iliuild a real Baptist Church 
IlJbout fifteen men, conducts services in tMs city, where a Baptist testimony 
wherever opportunity presents itself. is so sorely needed. An entire fumily 
The church is planning a house-to-house of five have recently asked for bl1ptism. 
canvass in ,the near future, and a copy "'. '" 
of the Gospel of John is to be left at EAST GRAND RAPIDS. 
each house. About July 7th, they expect The association of Regular Baptists 
to move into their newly-built house of in and around Grand Rapids, meets for 
worship, which will seat about 600. That its Pastors' Conference each quarter. 
Pastor Headley, who has been with them The editor of this section of The Gospel 
nearly five years, is appreciated by his Witness had the privilege of attending 
church, was beautifully manifested re- this Conference on June 11th. Helpful 
cently when the church put ten tons of addresses were given by four or five of 
Pocahontas coal in his basement for next the brethren there. The Conference met 
winter's use. There are many readers with the Lake Drive Baptist Church, in 
of The Gospel Witness in this church. East Grand 'Rapids, where the Pastor ls 

'" •• Rev. G. Knol. In the evening a rally 
Union of Regular Baptists of Michigan. of the B.Y.P.U.'s of the association was 

December 1st of last year the' Union held: 'Fhe at~endance filled the church 
of Regular Baptists of Michigan com-' audItorIum, WIth about tw~ hu~dr~d and 
pleted their organization at the meeting fifty presep.t. It was an mspiratIon to 
held at St. John's. An aggressive mis- add!ess thIS large body of young people, 
sionary policy was adopted, and Pastor ur~mg an out-and-out stand op. .the 
C. R. Peterson, of Jackson, was called to t~mgs of God. In response to the mVlta
be state missionary. A series of regional tlOn sev:eral Y0!lng p~ople came forward, 
conferences were planned, and several expressmg theIr ~llhngness to be seP!1-
such have already been held, with others rat7d from_ the thmgs of the world, In 
to follow. These gatherings afford fine which some of them ~ad :been ~ntangled, 
fellowship, as well as opportunity to re- and to consecrate theIr who~e hves to the 
affirm the historic Baptist position and work of the Lord, as H~ mIght lead. 
belief. More than fifty churches ~re :rhe writer spen~ a whQI~ week w~th 
actively affiliated with the Union, WIth thIS church, preachlI~g to samts and s~n-
many others interested. ners. We greatly eDJoyed the f~llowshIP, 

• • • and were encouraged by the eVIdences of 
First Baptist Church, Cedar Springs. grace among; this people. We shall have 
Pastor E. R. Hill, who has recently more to say about thIS next week. 

come to this field, has !been doing ala ag-, 
~essive work ·here. Mrs. Hill, w;h:o is, 
his efficient helper, 'has recently under
gone a major operation, from which she 
is recovering nicely. A three weeks' 

JARVIS ST. BIBLE SCHOOL. 
The "attendance last Sunday morning 

was 1,112. ,Annual Picnic at Exhibition 
Park, Tuesday, June 25; at 2 p.m. 
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By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.D., Dean of Toronto Baptist ~eminary. 

Sunday, June 23rd •. 
His Temple.- Psalm :I::I:vii:1-14. 

I prize th~' sanctuary gatherings for 
prayer and praise: and I need those fel
lowships for the intensifying of ,that de
votional 'Spirit which is the v·ary life-hlood 
of a11 true religion. I l'ejoice in private 
communion with God, but I need public 
communion too. These different forms of 
the one communion cannot safely be dis
jo-ined. They stand or fall together; thay 
are sure to be either equally loved or 
equally rejected. Whoever cleaves .to the 
on-a will not despise the other. Al\suredly 
there are joys to 'be felt in secret com
lllunion with God which cannot .be ex
perienced in public ordinances, and no 
spirituad life can poSsible be a thriving 

.' one if the sanctuary is the only place 
where the ·heart seeks intercourse' with 
heaven. But ,there are degrees of soul-

• quickening and ·soul-inspira.tion to. 'be 
found in the s'anctuary that caimot 'be 
found at home. Earnest 'hearts have felt 
this, all the ages, through. David's ni.R'ht
:watches in the caves of Engedi gave him 
many a meeting with his God that was 
wonderfully uplifting and sweet; and yet 
what pathetic longingi!l lie had for the 
courts of the Lord's house, and what 
pathetic lamentations over hi'S enforced 

. banish~ent from them! "One thing have 
1 desired of the Lord; . • . that I might 
dweU in the ,house of the Lord" 'all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty 
of the Lord', and to inquire in His t'em
pie." A true love. £01' th·a s·anctuary 
has been an unfailing characteristic of 
,all God-seeking souls. 

. Monday, June 24th. 
Ris Provision.- 1 Kings :l:vii:8-16. 

I would remember the widow of Zare
phath's barrel of 'meal that lasted all 
through the fami'ne days. It was never 
:full, but it was never empty either. There 
was a hanMul in the evening and ·a hand
:ful in the morning, BIl'ld a handful at 
noon, but never two handfuls at the 
,same time. Her store wa's .smal~, but it 
was always j'llS't "sufficient for the day." 
My God has ,promised me, too, enough 
to carry me on, but never more than 
just enough. "A daily rate for every 
day" is all He 'promises, but that ~uch 
:He does promi'se. Gan I not trust Him 
as ~he Zarephath widow did? Id; is surely 
'best for me to have only 'a little ready 
'money in the house and hand, and to have 
m" really large property in the safe 
'keeping of· the Great Banker, who says, 
'''1 will not fail thee nor forsake thee; 
'be strong and' of a good courage." But 
this calm trustfulness 'in the care of God 
'must not encourage reckle·ss indolence. I 
'must not "eat the bre·ad· of idleness" be
'cause God has promis-ed to provide. The 
old rule still holds good: "If any man 
'will not work, nei.ther .let him eat." God 
'provides for me just by teaching me and 
str.engthening me to provide for myself. 
'My own energies are His gift, and I must 
"use them faithfully. " 

Tuesday; June 25th. 
His Ckastening.- Heb. ·eii:1-15. 
. God's chastenings are real blessm'gs to 

:His children's sou~'s. His gracious love 

. -=, 

turns the "spears" of affliction into di- sUibmissi-on turning his trials into vic
vine "pruning hooks." There is a great to'ries, and, draWing peace f·rom pain. He 
tendency, even iI). living Christians, to be takes the trouble so patiently that, in the 
satisfied with far less spiritual fruit than taking, it seems to lose half its weight. 
much that is offensive to Christ's eye He can bear to be disappointed in his 
though by no mean'S offensive to their p].ans, because he. knows God's ,plans are 
own. They nev-er know how much re- best. He is crucified to the worud be
quir·ed to be cut away tLI~ they have caus'e the world is already crucified ,to 
passed the painful process, and' come out him. The ,burden of his d.isappointment 
of ~,t stronger and. holi.~r than they were he has tra:p.sfer-red to the Everlasting 
before. l'llere is a d'eep meaning and Arms. He can take caImly the spoiLing 
deep comfort too, in the words, "No ~hast- of his earthly goods', because his rp.al 
ening for the present seemeth to be joy- ,treasure is on high. His he'art is <stayed 
ous, but grievous; nevertheless, der- on God. The on~y riches lie really loves 
ward it ·yieldeth the !peaceable fruit of ·are ;the unloseable riches of heaven; and 
righteousness in 'Ilhem that 'are exercised so he is "kept. in perfect peace." 
tj1er.aby." Affliction of itself does not do Frid,ay, June 28th. 
any good. The natural effect of it lis His Armour.- Eph. vi:10-19. 
only rebe1li.OIll, murmuring, dis'contenJt, How oan I stand in the evil day? I 
and a thous'and other eviI things; ,but the must meet ,temptation clothed from head 
supernatural eff,ect'of it is "righteousness -to foot in the "armour of God"; ·girtowith 
and poeac·~." To kiss Ithe hand that truth that knows no dooa-it 'or guile;, 
sm1tes is not nature; it is something wearing a breastplate 'Of' righteousness 
hi'gher far: i-t is grace. When pain does that wi}ll -make no league with sin. even 
what.it is me'ant to do-nDit to harden for an hour; strengthe1'!ed by the shoos 
"he heart, bu,t to soften it--dlhen out of of readiness that grip the firm ground 
the softened hea'Tt here sp'riing love, of gospel p-aace; covering my;self with 
sympathy, patience, trust, and all the the ,shield of faith, realizing the constant 
?ther bI~ssed fruits of the Spdrit, making presence of the Holy One, and the power 
It a ve,rItable garden Of t!he Lord. And of the .A:1mighty One, who is watching 
thus, as some one has s'aid, "Faith .pul1s th issue of the fight; defended, too, by 
'bhe ,black mask £rom the face of trouhle, the helmet of salvation, tha,t I may fight 
and discovers behind it an ange!." ae c·ne redeem:~d. in order to overcome; 

Wednesday, .June 26th. using .the sword of the Spirit, the. written 
His Call.- Matthew :I::I:i:28-32. Word, alS Christ Himself did-a sword 

This is how my Lord s'poeaks to many thllit never loses its keen ed'ge; and add
self-centred souls>. It may be that I need ing to 'aB these a prayerfulnes that'lllever 

waries and a watchfulness that never 
to h-car Him sp-e'ak so to me, if I 'a'm keep- £aill's. I mu'st put on God's armour, not 
in-g ba'ck from Him some service, whlich my o.wn. My self-eonfidence, self-suffi
it is my duty, and ought to be my joy, ci-ency, self-eSlteem, self-righteouSIDeSls 
to give. I must have a -little talk to-day wi.]] utterly fail me in the stl'ess. And 
with my soul about this, for ·Ohris,t',s par- I must put on the "whole 'armour of 
able may ,be a pictur·a of myse1f. LeJt me God." I need it adl, for I neveiI." know 
seriously a'sk if I am doing anything def- from what point the attack on my 'Sltead
in it ely. and disltinctly for the service of fast upri'ghtness may come. 
my Lord .. I may be sh()IWing alI faJi,th-
fulness in my own secular work, and: in Saturday, June 29th. 
tha,t way honourin-g Him; Ibut when He His Succouring Aid.- Reb. ii:17-18; 
asks me for something more -than that, iv:14-16. 
some sacrifice of my own penon-al inter- Let it comfort me ,to remember, in this 
ollSits and ease, some gift ou,t of my own as in aU else, the experience and the· ex
store, some direct and positive consecra- ample of my Lord Himself, who was 
tion of time and -talen't to ,the far hi,gher "in aLl points tempted like as we are, 
work of saving others, of purifying and yet without sin" - not in al~ circum
upli:fiting the sin-stadned mass around me, stances as· we are, but in all points of 
of spreading wide'T the knowled'ge of' His. every sense, and every emotion, am 
name, do I selfishly o·r lazioly refuse? that human nature, which is ours. To 
Am I dreaming about it, .but not doin.g every facuJty to which ,temptation ap
it?G am r pr.omising Him to do it to~mor- pe8l1s in assaulting me, it appealed in 
row, but not to-day? Am I coldly edti- 'ass'au,ltilJlg Him. He was .tried ,by hope, 
cising <the work of .others, while I 'stand by fea·r, by ambition, by grief, by ,shame, 
idly ·Iooking on? Am I even "beating just as I. I have temptations in public 
my feUow-servants" because they will --so had He; temptations in private-
not take my way of doing thlngs, and, so had. He; ·temptations that assail the 
a~1 the time, doing nothing myself? se!1s-es--:--'So had He; temptations that as-

Thursday June 27th saIl the mind-so had' He; temp,tatioIIIS' 
.. ' '. ·that assail -theheart---oso had He. No 

H~s Test'r.ng.- Provo :I::I:w:1-10, part of His human nature was left un-
I s-ae one man ~ak.ing hi,s tro~bles bit- atacked; but He always overcame- -and 

terly ·and unSUbmdSSIVely, dreadmg ;them why? Just because He was clothed in 
as they seem to approach, T\lnning from this divine armour from head to foot 
them a.!! they pUl'ISue him, trying every and was ready at a.ny moment to use it 
means 'of escape from them., and, when all. . Hi-s soul was the abode of Truth 
overtaken ,by .them, '8,imply borne d:!"Y8 the home of Faith, the dwelling place of' 
and crus·hed .. ~ see a:nother (a SpIrlt- the Word, the sanctuary of unceasing 
~aught and Spmt-s&'ltCtlfied man) suffer- Prarer:. And, by His rich grace, He can 
Ing equal'ly, or even more, but by meek make me a conqueror like himself . 

. / 
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Leaf ,tendency to go back to foun?ational ma~ III. A PERSUASION OF BETTER Baptist Bible· Union . Lesson ters therefore the necessIty for thIs THINGS, (vs. 9-12). 
=!:.:.::.::......:.:.-:..=---------::.::-: wa~ing. Variou~ interpretations. have 1. Having warned the Hebrews of the 
Vol. IV No.3 been giv:en of thIs 'sectlon, and It ad- danger of apostasy, the apostle' comforts 
':'::'R:E~V;;'. -A":"':L:-::E::X:-.~TH=::O::-:M:::::S:;:O::::N:;-,-:;E:;;D~I;;;TO~R;;-. mittedly .has it.s difficulties, so it must them with the assurance thaj; he does 

Lesson 27 
be approached In a careful and. prayer- not believe them to be of the kind which 

July 7th:,1929. ful spirit. In the first place, be It noted, go back. He' is "persuaded better 
Third Quarter. it does not teach the possibility of a things" of them, and "things which 

GOING ON UNTO PERFECTION. 
Les!Wn Text: Hebrews, Ohapter 6. 
Golden Text: "Theref~re leavin~. the 

principles of the doctrlJ;le of Chnst, .let 
us go on unto perfectIon; not laymg 
again the foundation of repentance 
from dead 'works, and of faith towar~ 
God."-Heb. 6:1. 

I. AN APPEAL FOR CHRISTIAN 
PROGRESS, (vs. 1-3) •. 
1. In the previous chapter, <5:11-14) 

the apostle refers to the uns~tIsfactory 
condition of the Hebrews to whom, he 
was writing. They were babes usmg 
milk, instead of s·trong meat, and re
quiring again to be taught first prin
ciples instead of being able ·to teach 
others. Continuing this subject he here 
appeals to them- to leave the "principles 
of the doctrine of Christ" or "the word 
of the beginning of Christ", and "go on 
unto perfection", (v. 1) '~unto. the 
matured knowled.ge of those who are of 
full age". 'Babyhood is aU rig~t at the 
beginning of life, but there IS some~ 
thing wrong if we remain in that condi
tion. Likewise we 's.hould be able to pro
ceed from elementary instruction to 
more advanced studies in the Christian 
sphere, and to this end the appeal is 
made. Progress in spiritual thing'3 
should mark every Christian life. . 2. 
In conformity with this theme counsel 
j.s given not to lay again "the founda
tion of repentance from dead works and 
of faith toward God," etc. rt would 
seem those Hebrews required instruction 
concerning the significance of the Old 
Testament .teaching to guide them ,in 
their ·appreciation of the Lord Jesus, 
and to guard them from falling away 
from the faith, and' the six subjects men
tioned in these verses are to be taken 
most proba'bly in their Old Testament 

. setting, "dead works" referring to the· 
efforts of the unregenerate to serve God, 
the "doctrine of baptisms" to Old Testa
ment ceremonial washings, and the "lay
ing on of hands" to the usage of the 
same time. They are enjoined not to 
be continually ·relaying the foundation 
but to advance to mature manhood. In 
teaching this the connection between 
Old and New Testament doctrine may 
be shown and emphasis may be laid 

I upon the necessity, the manner and the 
consequence of Christian growth. In 
dealing with the manner of the growth 
reference may be made not only to the 
things which aid growth but. to those 
which hinder the same. 

II. A SOLEMN WARNING, (vs. 4-8). 
1. A most solem·n warning follows 

the appeal of the apostle for progress, 
and strong language is u'sed in con·nec
tion with it in order to awaken. the 
Hebrews to a sense of their· danger. 
They were not making the progress 
neces!!-8ry and appar.ently there was a 

saved person being lost. The persons accompany salvation", (v. 9). They 
in mind here are those w.ho· have re~ were not what they ought to be, but they 
nounced Christianity .and have gone have not apostatized, and he did not 
back and the apostle is endeavouring to expect them to do this. He looked for 
sho~ the uselessness of seeking again the fruit of salvationl The'life within 
to' bring them to repentance, having the. is bound to show itself, and things which 
human agent in mi·nd. With God all accompany salvation are sure to be seen. 
things are possible. It may further be when it is present. The Hebre·ws had al
stated that the eternal salvation of the ready manifested those things, in tht' 
child of God is assured from other Scrip- ministering to the saints, for whIch tltey 
tures, (John 5:24; 10:27-30), imd Scrip- would receive a reward; (v. 10), hut they 
ture never contradicts itself. On the are. delicately r.eminded to continue ill 
other hand the Christian is warned this good work, and not to be slothful, 
against carlessness in life, the only way being followers of them who "through 
he can prove to others he is a child of faith and patience inherit the promises", 
God is by living the life of the child of (vs. 11, 12). Pel'haps they had grown 
God. 2. It is from the human aspect somewhat lax in such good works and 
then that this warning is to be viewed. required this exhortation to stir them 
The Christian is kept by the power of to fol~ow the example of the faithful 
God, but on his part obedience is ex- servants· of God of .the past. We all . 
pected, and we can only tell the real need such exhortation from· time to 
from· the false ·when that obedience is time, not only to imitate the saints but 
present. Therefore 'having in mind all to follow the. Saviour, (1 Peter 2:21), for 
who profess the name of the Lord, the the tendency to slothful ease is always 
apostle stl!otes "it is impossible for those with us. Emphasis may be lai~ here 
who were once enlightened", concerning upon the duty and privilege of produc
the truth, and" "have tasted of the ing the things which accompany ·salva
heavenly gift, and wer.e made partakers tion, the way in which such fruit may be 
of the Holy Ghost and have tasted the produced, and the 'blessed re'sults here 
good' wor(l. of God, and the powers of the and hereafter arising tl).erefrom. 
world to come, if they shall fall away, to IV. THE ANCHOR OF THE SOUL, 
renew them again, unto repentance; see-
ing they crucify to themselves the Son (vs. 13-20). . 
of God afresh, and put him to an open 1. The statement concerning the 
shame," (vs. 4-6). That is to say those promises ieads Paul to elaborate some
who deliberately apostatize, join the what upon them referring particularly 
company of those who crucified Christ to the promise made to Abraham, the 
and bring shame upon His name. It is basis of other promises. Certain things 
impossible to keep' bringing back to are stated concerning it. First in rela-. 
repentance those who do this. The ques- tion to the certainty of its fulfilment. 
tion conceming the eternal security of It is confirmed by an oath, (vs. 13, 1~, 
the saints does not immediately enter 17). This was done in order to s'how the 
here. The statement is made that unchangeable nature of God's counsel, 
should a certain thing happen it is im- and gives us real confidence in accept
possible to do something else. In all ing ev.er~ part o! His word, -although 
probability there were some in those here haVIng speCIal reference to the 
early days who are apostatized, but .Abra~am,ic covena~t. The na~ure of phe 
were they real Ohristians? 'There are promIse ~s ~he~ gIven, whereIn blessl~ 
those in our day who profess ·to be the and. multiplIcatIon are f.orecast and hls
Lord's but who go back and become em- to~ .has amply proved the fu~filment .of 
bittered against all that which the·y thIS In the ·marvellous prosperIty and m
fOImlerly professed to love. Their pro- crease in numbers of ~~e descendants of 
fession was empty, and by .their actions Abrll:ham" and the spIrItual descendants 
the false'nature of their claIm is proved. are In stIll larger numbers who have 
Even so with those depicted in the text, been· blessed through that faithful ser
if such a thing should happ.en, to theIJJ it vant of G;od: 2. ,The pu~pose of God in 
would prove they were but tasters, tney thus certlfymg HIS promIse .by an oath 
had come but to the threshold of the is further stated to -be for our en
eterna,l realities, but lacked a real vital' couragement or strong consolation "who 
faith in God. 2. There is a distinct have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the 
warning here however, for every child hope set befor.e us, which hope we have 
of God. Ho~ do we know we are chil- as an anchor of the soul", (vs. 18, 19). 
dren of God? Are ·we manifesting the Christians have fled for refuge from the 
works of our Father? Are we careful storm of judgment, typified in the teach
about our beliefs and actions? or do ing of the cities of refuge, (Josh. 20), 
they .belie our profession? The obedient and God thus cel'tifying His promise 
receive the :blessing, the disobedient are gives us mighty encouragement concem
judged, (vs. 7, 8). In teaching this re- ing our salvation. The .hope which we 
member it is not a solitary sin that is in possess is both lure and steadfast as an 
mind, but rather a sinful attitude. Em- anchor. It can neither break nor drag, 
phasis may be laid: upon the nature of and it passes behind the veil whither 
the Christian life, the necessity for care- Christ our forerunner has entered for 
fulness on the part of the Christian, and us (v. 20). We are, therefore, saved for 
the evil consequences of backlliding. time and for eternity. 

~ 
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