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SPURIOUS EVANGELISM 
(From' The 'Western Recorder 'of Louisville, Ky., ¥ay 30th, 1929.) 

We have recently had a good deal to say a1bout re­
vivalism and evangelism. 'We confe'ss to a declining 
regard for the word-"evangelism", because the blessed 
spiritual qui,-ke!ling of lukewarm, Christians which it 
imp[i.es and the supernatural regeneration of sinners 
which is its object have been obscured through ·chea/p 
an4 spurious evangelistic methods. Revivalism is a 
better word, 'thcug.h Iba'ck-slidden churches and 

_ . preachers .corrupt it also. 
-We like "revivalism" bet·ter because it ·carries with 

it the wholesome and essential thought that a ,ehurch 
is in no wise ready to deal with lost souLs until it has 
recovered itseLf from lbacks~idit1lg. This is a truth 
we cannot at all itfford .to .forget. We are living in a 
time of unlPrecedented materialism and IPra'Ctical 4n- . 
belief. Materialisim has :placed hands of spiritual de­
pression upon near.}y everything in life. SlPeaking o'f 
this to-day, a friend looked outt from the office win-' 
dow on the .street and 'glimpsed, passing on 1lhe.side­
~alk, a modestly dad and atpparentIy poor woman. 
He remarked,"Even that woman Iprobalb~y has at her 
command for comfort and amusement and health' and 
entertainment instt;umentaJilties and provisions that 
could not ·!be purchased iby a king'$ ransom in other 
times!" . 

1. 

Materialism .has done its work a,.mong .the members 
of churches. Country people are at least, as pious and 
devoted as their urban .cousins, perhaps more so. Yet, 
consider the little country .ehul'ch with one hundred 
and fifty members on its monthly prea.ching day. Of­
tener than not there will ibe on ·the grounds fifteen or 
twenty automo1hiles owned by members. But let us 
say ten. They ·cost an average of $1,000. To keep 
them up coSlts for each ·car more than $300 a year-

. but we .call it $300. Here is $10,000 wralPped U!p in 
ma·chines that the fa,.thers· of ·the present 'generatiqn 
never dreamecl of, and ,got along satisbctorilly with­
out. It costs $3,000 a year to keep these machines 
going, while de\P·recia.tion will amount to $2,000. 

Very well. A generation ago that tchurch per:haps 
paid the pas-tor $150 or $250 annually to 'come once 

a month an:d preacli the GOslpel~ Now a group of its 
mem!bers are paying $5,000 a year for a ma>chine their 
fathers never heard of, while it still says it is aible to 
pay only $150 to $250 a year to .keep up the institu­
tions 'of the Gospel for its en·tire 'community and to 
provide Christian teaching for it. . 

,And these~country ·churches a·re not mOle unspiritu3\1 
than their ur.ban neig.hbors. We have used them as 
an illlustration ibecaus·e their 'case is si'l11Ipler. City 
people have more money and 'city churches make a.­
better exhibit in giving, ibut -city church peOiple also 
spend far .mO're. on their own pleas\lre and comfort. 
City or 'country, church peo.ple as well as others have 
desired for themselves the creature ,cotn\forts provided 
so amazingly to-day for all who have the price. Arid 
they have ·consumed 'increased substance on the'satis­
faction of -these desires, without any similar increa'Se 
in seltf:-4en~al and· liberality to spread the reign of 
Christ. We 1fre a backslidden people. 

And a certain type of ev~ngelis.m has become equally 
backslidden-adjusting itseLf to the effort.o.f wrestling' 
appar·ent "success" from this stony, miry soil. Instead 
of fighting it out to the finish, delpending upon the' 
Spiri.t 0If God alone, and even losing repute for "effilci­
ency", if necessary, rather than conform to this 
worldly-mindedness, these clerical devotees to aohieving 
something that 'will pass for "success"-namely, money, 
crOlWds and. nu!mbers to join-have adOlpted methods 
designed to secure resuilts, without enquiring of the 
LOl'd whether such "success" does not in fad !pile up 
an overwhelming measure of fai'lure, which the Spirit 
of ~od must reveal, or else we are undone. 

II .. 

A minister told. us of the following case of shoddy 
e.vangelism that ·cam~ under his notice. - Into_ a little 
rural .community in which the church has been closed 
because the people had become too spiritually indiffer·· 
ent to su\pport it, ther·e qame a neurotic and noisy 
peripateti·c evangelist. This evangelist opened· and 
conducted a meeting and ran it entirely on em'otional 
excesses. PeOiple flocked to the meeting by the hun-
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dn!d. The evangelis~ daimed extraordinary--righte­
ousness and piety for himself. 

He Stpent .'half of hi~ ti.me. working up !prejudice 
a'gains-t the work of organized ·churches·. He declared 
that the ,church peop,le 'Were not saved. He said they 
were a bunch of hytpO'crites. This pleased the ign9rant 
a·nd the sinful, whose habit had :been to talk that 'Way 
themselves. This wonde'rful evangelist agreed with 
them! These -churches were ,bad enough, ibu-t they at, 
least,' had ordinary hones-ty,' and were therefore far 
preferable to the demagogue evangelist. He declared 
that all the servioes of the churches had fallen into a 
dead and proud 'formalism. 

Then he centered his attack upon some o'f the lead-' 
lng ·citizens of thecommuni-ty. He held them up to 
scorn 'before his blind, mes'merized 'Crowd. Thus the 
blind led the blind. The fellow left the community, 
and the w~ork went to pieces. He took off a lot of 
money 'and the dead church continued to be just as 
dead as it had 'heen befor'e he ,came. His "converts" 
also continued to live as they had-in ignorance, 
spiritual use.1essness and ·sin. 

It wotlld be easy to draw other. sU'ch pic'.ures of this 
shodd v evangelism-revelling in ·cheap en~otionalisi'i1, 
mulcting people, aroU'sing their prejudices, and depart­
ing ~o leave them in worse condition than before. All 
this in so-cailled Christian America, with scores of 0 

denominations rolling in wealth and ease failing to 
master it, o'r perhaps even to visualize i-t. 

III. 

But there is s,till more .to· Ibe feared ,from another 
type of evan.gelism,· which has in it more intellect 
and less obviously spurious emotionalism. It is more 
dangerous 'because it enjoys the patronage of many 

. self-respecting churches -that have too little discrim­
ination as 10 the ·character of "results" which the 
evanglist should seek in a ·chur,ch revival. This 
evangelist gets ,crowds, "joiners", and, naturally, 
money .. These !pass ,for· success. ' Butcrowds---l\vhat 
brings them.? what is the man giving them? ,wha-t 
holds them? And the joiners: Has he preached Christ 
to them as othe only 'cure for sin? do -they 'give 'credi.ble 
evidences of repentance, -faith, and regeneration? Does 
he speciailize in the gospel or in over-doses of emo- . 
tional stories?' vVhat price "suocess"? 

These are rather' severe ·chara>cterizations. But they 
are no.t untrue to facts as ,exhibited in far too many 
instances. Bruptist pastors and ,chur'ches shoul.d 
bce these fa'Cts,--;face them in prayer and 
humility, and perhaps with repentance for their own 
part in such (p·rostitution or the holy 'Work of striving 
to ,bring lost souls to Chris-to 

Weare thankful to say we know of many faithlful 
and true evangelists; men who would scorn to sfoOlp 
to such methods as we have -characterized.· Such 

. eva'ngelists realize even better ·than· 'most 0'£ us -that 
the picture 'We have drawn, sad as it is, is no carFca­
ture. These iaith!£ulevangelists w.i11 be among the 
first to appreciate the need of our warning. 
. There is .great need .that every earnest Christian shall 

be in prayer, to God c.ontinually to send a revival of. 
reHgion upon baciksliddenchurches. We may expe·ct a' 
!ev.ival that ~od will :bless only through earnest ques-t-
1l1g of God 10 I),Taye~ on the part of individual 

Christians and groups, of Christians who love Him and 
who want to see His word trusted ·and! reverenc,ed,and 
see the people lifted out of sin and blindnes's and 
spiritual deadness. 

When a revival of this kind comes the fire of the 
Spirit of God will burn up and destroy such spurious 
and ,cheap and shoddy imitations of. Chris-tian revivalism 
as we have mentioned here, while :tie is ,burning out 
of us all the lulkewarmness and aibsorption in material 
ends and preoccu(pations 'whidh alone en·able such •.. 
spurious evangelism to thrive. 

OFF TO AFRICA. 
(From The Regular Baptist Call; of Toronto, May, 1929.) 

Mr. and Mrs. Griffin Sailed May 31st for England. 
Our readers have been 'following the equipping of Mr. and 

Mrs. Griffin to go to the aid of Mr. and Mrs. Near in the 
Belgian Congo, .that th.,9Se two faithful Missionaries may ,be 
able to take a much-needed rest. 

They 'will also call to mind the kind offer of Mr. St. James, 
of St. Paul's Church, to teach them. French (this' out of a 
clear sky to our astonishment) iby which we saw that God 
Hilllself had undertaken to supply their 'every need, and 
wherefore we could! trust-'Him for all the future. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gr-iffin have made great progress in the 
language, and on May 1st Mr. St. James assured us they 
were ready to make the fi'l'lit stage of their journey, having 
maste'red! a good working knowledge of the French language. 

As a Society we can never be too grateful to Pastor St. 
James, who gave so large a portion of his time to teaching . 
our two young missionaries, even giving them two lessons 
a day. In'addition, their stay in Montreal, and contact with 
St. Paul's church was iDIValua'ble in givillig them a first-hand 
knowledge of Roman Catholicism, with some idea of how to 
meet it. . .. 

During the early days of May" Mr. and Mrs. Griffin have 
been ordering and packing their outfit and supplies. The 
money for this and their passage watS---iby the good hand 
of our God-in the Treasury, being provided from the legacy 
received early in the year. But how many questions arose 
in their minds and ours' as they prepared. How many times 
we had said to ourselves, as :had' they, "If only we could 
ask Mr. and Mrs. Near a;bout this", but they were too far 
away. But is there not Qne who meets every need. and 
knows the unspoken questions in our minds'? Yes, for be. 
hold, just as the orders w~re made out, but not yet posted, 
what should come in but three le1Jters from Mr. and Mrs. 
Near! One said, among other things, that having asked 
God. Who knew their need of helpers, to fulfil His promise 
to them, and supply this need also, they had begun to build 
a house for the missionaries, they ,believed He would send,' 
though as yet they had received no word that any were 
coming! What "joy unspeakaJble and full of glory" then 
filled their heall'ts as they wrote the' second letter, haviIllg 
just learned of our plans, an:d then the third letter! What 
a mine of wealth was ita Mrs. Near,. straightway, like any 
other eager woman, had made a Hst of al:l the new mis'sion~ 
aries would need, nor d·id she stop at that, but gave in'struc­
tions about how and where to order, gave a sample of the 
kind of mosquito netting needed, and where to buy it; 0 told 
just when to begin taking quinine, how to get in touch with· 
the Belgian officials, and how to all'l'ange for transportation 
.of goods in Africa. Everything we had' wanted to know 
all the questions in our minds, every detail-all answered! 
and answered just in the nick of time! To whom shall we 
giv~ the p:aise,' .but to God, who read our quesll;ioning and 
anXIOUS mmds and led these de'ar seryants of His to meet 
our every query. 

Mr. and:Mrs. Griffin plan to take a month's medical cowrse 
in LondOI!-, then cross .to Belgium, where also they hope to 
take medIcal lectures m Frenc;h, thus a,lso perfecting their 
French, and becoming acquainted with Belgian officials and 
friends. Then "On to Africa." Pray that the God Who h&s 
shown Himself to be "enough" in equippnig and s'ending 
them forth, may preside over the meeting of these four 
servants of His, and by His Spirit so a«ijust tliem the one 
to the 'other, that they may work together as one' man for 
the salvation of. the heathen. ' 
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~bt~ J arbts. ~tr.ttt ~ulptt 
HOW TO BE SAVED. 

A Sennon by the Pastol', Dr. T. T. S'hields. 

Prea:ched in Jarvi,s Street Church, Sunday Evening, August 13th, 1922. 

(Stenog,raphical'ly Reported.) 

"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 'become the 510'OS of God, even to them t,hat 
'believe on his ,n3!me: Whioh were born, noil:· o,f Mood •. noOr of Itlhe will 'Of the fleslh, nor of the .wiH 0'£ .rna·n, 
but ·of God."-John 1:12, 13. 

The Bible every·where assumes that there -is some­
thing wrong with the world. The Bible everywhere 
takes it fDr granted that men .are by nature out Df 
right relatiDnship to. GDd. Th~ whDle purpDse Df this 
b'DOk is to. reveal GDd's way fDr man to. retu~n to. his . 
Maker; to. ·be ·d.eloivered ,frDm the curse 'Of sin, and 
restDred to. feHDwship with God, and cDnfDrmed to. the 
likeness Df His S'On. . 

. I want. this evening, as I frequently do. on Sunday­
evening, to. d~scuss -the very alphabet 0..£ the gDspel. 
I ShDUld like to. leave 'every member qf this cDngrl!ga­
tiDn withDut excuse "in· the -day when GDd shall judge. 
the secrets Df men ·by J es.us Christ according to. my 
gDspel"; and" therefDre, I mus-t be as plain, as simple, 
as direct as I pDssibly' can be, and -bring YDU a simple 
wDrd of direction as to. hDW to. be save~i. I trust it 
may not be w.ithout prDfit to. thDse who. are already 
the DDrd's children; fDr it is a gDDd thing, YDU knDw, 
w!J.en· gDing 0.11 a j'Ourney to. make absDlutely.sure that 
the train ylQu have bDarded is gDing in. the right 
directiDn. 

It w'Ould, p·erhaps, be difficult to. find a simpler wDrd 
than that wpich I have read to. YDU this evening .. It 
is said Of 'Dur LDr·d Jesus that "He came unto. His own, 
and His Dwn received Him n'Ot. But as many as 
receive:d Him" to. them gave He pDwer to. be,cDme the 
SDns of GDd, even to. them that believe Dn His name." 

1. 
SALVATION INVOLVES THE Rl<~CEPTION OF JESUS CHRIST. 

vVhatever it may mean to. receive Jesus, they are the 
SDns Df GDd who have rec~ived Him. 

What then is invDlved in receiving Christ? Perhaps 
it may help us to cDnsider what was involved in His 
·rejectiDn. "He came unto. His Dwn?'-His kinsmen 
a'ccDrding to. tl1e flesh; His Jewish brethren; the privi­
leged peDple to. whom ,the . divine Dracles had been 
cDmmitted-but they did nDt recDgnize Him as the 
SaviDur they needed, "and· they received Him nDt." 
But there were 'Others, WhO·toDk up an attitude exactly 
oppDsite, who. re'ceived Him. It may help us perhaps to. 
set these two. things in cDntrast; and as we see clea1'l"y 
what was invDlved in His rejectiDn, we may CDme to. 
understand sDmething Df what His recepti'On implied. 

I think the teaching of Scripture is that Jesus was 
rejected by His Dwn people, fi·rst of aU because of His 
teaching, and because of the. implications of His teaching. 
He claimed -to. be a 'Summary Df all that God hOO 
.ever spDken; He claimed to be God's last word to the 
wDrld!; the Divine ultitma-tum; the last message Df the 

King DJ kings to. His rebelliDus subjects; that He was, 
Himsel·f, the emb'Odiment, the exemplificatiDn Df the 
truth He taught; and that His message was the ,ful­
filment Df all tha't the prDphets had spDken. He came 
befDre men as GDd's' Pattern Man. He came to. teach 
men what they must be in GDd's sight, if they wDuld 
be happily and savingly related to. Him. He was, 
Himself, a restDratiDn Df the l'Ost standard .of 
RighteDusness; and tha-t was the implicatiDn .Df His 
teaching always. "Which Df YDU ,cDnvinceth me of 
sin?" There was that a1bDut His blameless life and 
abDut the testimDny 'Of His teaching which ·brDught 
cDndemnatiDn to. every man whp came into. His pre­
sence. He ex,pDunded the sp1ritual character of GDd's­
law; He made it clear ,that the law of· GDd required 
s'Omething mDre than an external cDnfDrmity to. His 
will. He shDwed clearly that GDd dealt with the 
spirits ·Df men; that He tDDk cDgnizance of the CDn­
tents Df the heart; that He is hDly; and that they that 
dwell with Him must be .hDly as He is hDly. And;to 
thDse who. .imagih.ed that they had attained to. the 

. righteDus requirements Df the law, He said, "Except. 
YDur righteDusness shaH exc~ed -the righteousness Df 
the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no. case enter into 
the kingdDm Df heaven." In Dther wDrds, Jesus set 
a standard Df life to. whi·ch the wDrld was a stranger._ 
He brDught d'Dwn ,frDm Heaven God's rule 'Of judg­
ment, and He measured men by the Div.ine Ideal. As 
YDU read the story Df His teaching YDU will find that 
again and, again His auditDrs al{S filled· with anger, 
because -He has penetrated the Dutward seeming Df 

. their lives, and has revealed their inner character, 
shDwing hDW .far shDrt they are frDm what God wDuld 
have men Ibe. It was he cause they rejeCted this divine 
standard they rejected Him. 

It is nDt" enough to. ask men merely to. !believe Dn 
the LDrd Jesus Christ, fDr we must understand SDme­
thing Df what is ~nvDlved in beIieving. And ~ venture 
the assertiDn that we cannbt really receive. Jesus while 
we reject His tea-ching; while we reject the testimDny 
Df His whDle ·loife-and ·,the testimDny of His life is 
·this: T.hat We are all sinners-every 'One; that. even 
thDugh we have attained to "the righteousness Df 
!?cribes and, P,harisees;" Dur righteousnes'S must exceed 
that to the measure Df the.righteDu.snessDf Jesus Him­
sell. And few Df us like to. hear it; few of us are· 
willing to. acknDwledge it. But true faith is never pos-. 
sible withDut repentance. It is never pDssible fDr a 
man really to. receiv.e Jesus withDUt understanding that 
the .coming of J e~us 'into his life means aCDmplete 
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transformation; a revolution; the removal of one mas­
ter and the setting up of Another; the un crowning of 
one king, and the crowning of Another. 

And 'S'O I must ask first of all this evening, How 
many of you have taken this' first step in the directiorl 
of receiving Jesus Christ? Are you willing to bow to His 
teaching? Are you willing to accept His revelation o,f 
the' Divine will respecting our character and conduct? 
Are 'we willing to aJ.low our lives to be brought into 
the white light of His juagment, to be 'tried by the 
principles of His tea<;.h'ing? and to acknowledge that 
we are-everyone of us---=brought und.er t~e -COlli­

demnation of His law? 
There are some here perhaps, who say, "Yes, sir, 

that is .my case exactly; and I ·do not dispute it." Very 
well, then, we have made progress. 

If you read the record, you will find that His own 
received Him not-becaruse they 'Were unwilling to 
submit to. His authority-to His personal authority. 
It was at this they marveHed: "He taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes." They came 
to Him, and said, "By what authority do est Thou 
these things, and who gave thee this authority?" And 
when He said, "Thy sins, which are many, are all 
forgiven," they said, "Why doth this man thus speak 
blasphemies? W,ho can forgive 'sins, but God only?" 
"\Vho is this who -claims authority over us, who' comes . 
to us to be our master, not only our teacher; who 
claims to have the right and authority to loose us 
from our sins, and to cancel our indebtedness, and to 
put us right with God?" And they only received Him, 
who 'bowed to His authority. And we cannot receive 
Jesus until we recognize that "all authority is given 
to Him in heaven and 'on earth." While you measure 
Him. with other men, you are la·cking the clear vision 
of His true character. "Whom do men say that I ·the 
Son of man am?" One said one thing, and another; 
another. "But whom say ye that I ~;n?" "Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God." "Blessed art 
thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not re­
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which is' in heaven." 

Do you know \iVho He is? "In the beginning was· 
the 'Word, and the Word' was with God, and ,the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made by Him; and without 
Hi.m was not any thing made that was made.'~ Can 
you 'submit to that? Are you ready to receive Jesus 
Christ as the Creator? as the Lord? to submit to His 
sovereign .authority? If so, we ha:v'e made still further 
progress. Can you say this: "Yes, He is my Teacher; 
and He is my Judge; He has convinced me of sin; He 
is my Lord; He has .rev:ealed God to me." 

The popular religiop.· is a bloodless'· religion. There 
are people here this evening who would be rea'dy tQ . 
receive Jesus Christ as :their Ideal. They love to talk about 
Him as a carpenter; as the >man of Nazareth; as a 
philosopher; as a. great teacher. But no man 'can 
possibly' receive Jesus until he is ready to receive Him 
in His character as a Saviour from sin; as a ·substitute 
for sinners, dying in our room and stead.. So far, can 
you ·r·eceive Him? 

II. 

THE RECEPTION OF T ESUS CONFERRED THt PRIVILtGES 
OF SONSHIP. "To as' many as received Him, to them 
He gave ·the privilege to become the sons of God." 
And it is a gr·eat privilege to be a son. First o·f all, 
it carries wiTh it the· liberty of access to. His presence. 
It is a great thing to know that. the door is open into 
the Divine Presence, to be assured that .neither Peter. 
nor any successor of his, holds the key. Blessed be 
God! Tpere is no priest but ONE to whom we need 
come. The servants must knock at the door ere they 
enter; they must come with deference ; they must 
come only when they are called. But the little child .... 
of the family Claims the right· to come in when he 
wa~ts to come; and he simply puS'hes open the door 
and walks in. . 

I heard a certain preacher tell a story out of his own 
e~perience, ~ little while ago, of how he ·had ha'd a 
cf\Owded week, and Saturday afternoon found him with 
no preparation made for Sunday; and' so he gave 
orders that he must not be disturbed; that whoever 
caUed, they were to be told that'the minister was too 
busy to see them. And, as he said, "I told my house­
hold tha't n~thing short of a fire should be permitted 
to break in. upon my privacy." But in the midst of 
his meditation, he heard some little feet coming up the 
stairs. Presen~ly, the study door opened, and he saw 
there his little boy of about four years of age. He 
said, "Well, what do you want?" "Oh, nussing. I 
came up to tell you how I love you." "And so," said 
the preacher, "the sermon and everything else had to 
be put aside whille this little fellow was permitted to 
come to his father's arms." He was a son, and he 
cl'aimed the right to push his way into his father's 
presence at any time. 

Ah! I t is a priceless privilege to be a 'son ;' to know 
that the law must stand aside when I want to get. to 
God; for Jesus has magnified the law and made it 
honourable in my behalf. I am no longer under tile 
law, but under grace; and I have the privilege of direct 
acc·ess to the presence of God. 

~o, if you have .received Jesus, as I have been tell­
ing you to-night; and i.f you still have 'many diffi­
culties; m~ny disappointments; many occasions of 
stumbling; you have a place where all these things 
can 'be rectified, for· the Door into the -presence of God 
is wide open! "To as many as received him, to them 
gave he the privilege of becoming sons." 

Then, this carries with it beyrond question, the 
assurance of the Divine favour. It is well to know 
that God has smiled upon us. The prodigal was not 

• "He ·came unto his own, and His own received Him 
not"; and they rejected Him upon the ground of the 
claims of His Saviourhood. "Even to them that be­
lieve on His name." "Thou shalt call His name Jesus, 
for He shall save His people from their sins." "Jesus" 
means Saviour; and no one can believe on a Saviour, 
who does not acknowledge his need of salvation. They 
rejected Him, and brought Him to the cross. And 
when they saw Him there,. they said, "If He be the 
King of Israel, let Him now come down from the 
cross, and we will believe Him." They would accept 
Him without the cross. And there are a great many 
pe.ople who would receive Jesus without the ·c~oss. 

'. SUT.e what his father wouM say; how he would be 
received; and prepared, you will remember, his speech 
f·o-r the occasion: "Make me as one of thy hir·ed ser­
vants." . B.!1t when the father received him as a son; 
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when he put upon him the best robe, and the ring on 
his hand, and the shoes on his feet, he knew then that 
he had been wholly restored to his· father's favour­
.and had nothing more to ,fear. 

My brother, God is n9 longer your Judge, if you 
~have received Jesus. I never expe,ct to meet God l:1s 
.a Judge. The sins of the believer have ,been judged 
;at the cross; they have been forever put away. We' 
, have bec'Ome "·sons" ; and now we rejoice in the favour 
,of God. He will nev,er withdraw Hjs smile from His 
·own. 

"My God is reconciled; 
I-Iis pardoning voke I hear; 

He owns me for His child; 
. I can no longer fear; 

With confidence I now ·draw nigh, 
And 'Father, Abba ,Father,'cry." . 

It involves, of course, as well, ',the benefits 'Of hei.r~ 
.ship. For "if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ."-

I wonder if I can make plain my thought. I trust 
we have come to see that our reception is not condi­

"tioned upon 'Our good ~ork's; that sa,ltvation is of groce, 
· and gra,ce alone. Our sins. are blotted out for His 
N arne's sake; and yet there are many of us who are 

.still, in principle-though not in wor-ds-praying the 
_prayer of that prodigal when he ,said, "Ma!ke me as 
·one of thy hired, servants." I have come back, but I 
should like to .be permitted to pay my board; or at 
least to earn something-and I do not ask for anything 
mote than that which I earn," But you know the 

-father's answer: It was, in effect: "Son, in this house 
· grace reigns. You are an heir; all that I have is yours; 
and you may claim it when you wiij." 

Let us remember then that all the way through the 
,Christian life the same principle of grace assures us 
>of an answer to our prayer, Jesus paid it all,-and 
that means ALL. He 'has placed in Heaven's bank, a 

,deposit of merit, 'that will 'cover your utmost need to 
" all eternity . ' You are an heir. 

I remember hearing my fa,ther tell a story years ago, 
when I was a little 'boy, of a man who acquired a large 
,e'st~te, in the midst of which there was a' great man­
· sion, ·full of treasures of inestimable worth, And 
"baving paid the price, he took Ibis little boy with him, 
~and went tQ inspect his estate. He had to,ld his son 
where he was going, and what was the object of the 

· journey. When they drove through the lodge gate, 
,and looked upon' the hundreds· of acres of beautiful 
· park land, the "little !hoy llooked up in his father's face, 
:and said, "Father, is this· ours?" "Ye's," his father 
said, "all ours." Presently, they went to the stable, 

· where there were many valuable horses, and as they 
wa~ked up imd down ad-miring the splendid a~imals, 

· the little ,feUow said, "Daddy, are they all ours?" 
""Yes," his father replied. "All of them, every 'One .0£ 
them ?" "Yes, they ar'e all ours, every 'One of them," 
said his ·fa:ther. "Then may be I.can have that one 

· to ride on," said the lad. He was picking out his own. 
· Later they came to the great mansion itself; and as 
-they moved through the'" magnificent halls, and the 

.. father admired that which the 'product O'f his own 
· genius had purchased, the little feJil'Ow had but one 
"question, always, to' ask-uAnd is this 'Ours too?" To 

which hi.s father had but 'One answer: "Yes, it is all 
ours." 

And that is a paralble of tthe Christian' life. Becom­
ing sons, the Father takes us by the hand; He leads 
us by the illuminati'On of His Spirit, and through an 
understanding olf His word into our inheritance in 
Christ, until we are led to ·exclaim, ~'B1essed ,be the 
God and Father of our Liord Jesus Christ, who ha'tth 
blessed us with aU spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places, in Christ: aCoCord'ing as he hath chosen. us in 
Him Ibefore the foundation: 'Of the world, tha't we should 
be holy and without blame before· Him in love." And 
as wonder after wonder of r,edeeming grace is revealed 
to the admiring gaze of the redeemed so~l, he sitpply 
says, "Fatl;ter, is this all ours? Every thing our,s?" 
And the answer is; "All. things' are yours; and ye are 
Christ's; and Christ is God's." "As many as received 
Him, to them gave He the privilege of becoming the 
sons 'Of God." 

III. 

Saivation involves the reception of Jesus Chr.ist, the 
reception of Jesus 'COl]fers the privilege of son Ship : and 

·TH):O: PRIVII,ltGF. OF SONSHIP NECESSITATES THE NEW 
. BIRTH. "As mCl!ny as received him, tQ them gave he ~he 
right to beC'OIme the sons of God, even' to them that 
believ,e 'On his name: which were born"-"born ·again" ; 
made new creatures; fitted for fue inheritance pre­
pared for them 'iri Christ. "Marvel not, that I said 
unto T1hee," said Jesus to Ni'codemus, "Yl:: must 'b~ 
born again." 

SfLlvation then does not consist merely in subscrib­
ing to a .statement 'Of truth; there is that element in 
it; but there. is also the subjective work of the Spirit, 
making us new creatures in Christ Jesus. How is that 
new ,birth ac.compli'shed? "Which were Iborri"-"But," 
says somebody, "I was pretty well born myself, sir. 
-Vlou -do not know my father,' do you ? You ·do not 
kilOW my family history? I come o'f a good, and godly 
family. All my ancestors were Christi.an people. I 
have a great. heritage of godly influence behind me. 
There is good blood in my veins; and do you .mean 
to tell me that I must b.e born again?" The preacher 
knows nothing at all about it apart ,from the Word, 
and the Scripture saith, "Which were born, not of blood." 
You may have th~ blood ·of kings in your veins, but 
that does not admit you to the presence of the King. 
of kings. For kings and C01l1;moners, and all between, 
in His sight are sinners-every -one-and "you' must 
be horn a'gain." 

"Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh." . A'h, yes, you made up your mind to be a Christ­
ian, did you? You' made up your mind that you would 
somehQw get into the kingdom. If it is a worthy 
resoluti·on, if for:m:ed by the 'power of the Spirit of 
God, and implemented by Him, yQU are to becongratu­
llated. But let me' remind you that we are nQt born 
"of the will of tthe flesh"; and it is not by any resolti­
ti-on that we can make that we find our way into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. There is 'SOmething more than 
the human will operating in the quickening of a S'Oul 
dead in trespasses and sin; there must be more than 
"the will of the flesh." I spoke to you tthis morning 
albout Albraham. I,shmael was born 'o,f "the will of the 
flesh"; but Abraham had to learn th~t the ·'chi1d~en 
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. of the promise are counted for the seed. There is no' 
salvation in' the utmost power of the strongest human 
will. 

"N or of the will of ·man." Lest anything might be 
omitted in thisexchiding word, God declare'S that this 
new birth is not of human power at all, but .declares 
it is "of God." "To as many as received Him, to them 
gave He the power to become tlhe sons 'of God," and 
somehow, and at some time, in the process of receiving 
Him, and becoming s·ons, the Spirit of God quickens 
the soul, and it is ·born into newness of life. From 
beginning to end it is God"s work, and ther~fore it is 
of God's sovereign grace alone. 

.IV. 
And now let me' bring you this one word more 

before I close, of ,what must necessarily follow from 
this truth. Receiving Chris,t; becoming sons; being 
born of God ASSURES Us OF CERTAIN SPECIAl, BENEFITS. 
First. of all, it assures itS that we have eternal life, be~ 
cause the life that is in us.is the life of God. We have 
been quickened 'by the Spirit oIf God Himself. "We· 
have been born, not of corrupti,ble seed, but of incor­
ruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and albideth 
for ever," That seed is in U5', and- we shall liv.e for 
ever. Weare sure of ev.erlasting life, because, and 1 
say it with reverence and in grateful' wonder; the life 
of God is in us! 

And then, just this s:imple word for the baJbes. 1 
was speaking to one of these ibret'hren 'ba:ptized this 
'evening only last night on this principle,-and 1 want 
to say -it ,to ytou. This assures us that God will take 
care of us during the process of development, while we 
are growing up into Christ. Salvation does not promise 
immediate perfection. Conversion is a birth; it is the 
beginning of a new life, which is graduaUy to unfold 
into perfect beauty. And you kilow if t'he baby oif the 
household gets hold of the corner ,of the tabledoth and' 
pulls everything on the floor, it is a bit distressing, is 
it not ?-nothwithstanding, the baby is the king of the 
household, or queen as the cas·e may be. And no one 
thinks of exduding the child from the family be·cause 
he 'broke some dishes. We have wondered sometimes 
that these children can'stand so much. And, almos'1: 
equally, at their parents' endurance. 1 have sometimes 
thought it would be very interesting if we could attta-ch 
to their littlle legs some kind of an jndicalf:or to tell us 
how far they run in a day, and another kind oIf machine 
to tell how. often they tumbIe. It 'seems to be 
very bla,ck to the little fellow when toys are ibrolk~n, 
and knees are bruised. He does not think for the mo­
ment 01 father's es-tate, or of the glorious prospect 
awai~ing his young .manhood, ·but only of the drying 
of the tears. 

And so, as Christians, you will get down in the dust 
s'Ometimes; you will need your handikerchief; you wi}'} 
be tossed about; you will wonder, possibly, whether 
you are a child 0'£ God or not. .. The children of God 
do sometimes lose their assura-nce; but they do not 
lose their birthright. 1 have heard lPeOiPle sneer some- . 
times at that hymn of J oho Newton's;-

"'Tis a point 1 long to know, 
Oft it causes anxious thought, 
Do 1 love my Lord or no, 
Am 1 His. or .am 1 not ;"---

but some of us can 'unders-tand it. Perhaps some of 
U'S have been made to walk through deep yalleys and 
dark places in order that we might teLl others that 
even in the darkness we are still God's· children, that 
once received into His family, we a·re His forevermore. 

Therefore, if you young beFevers have had a difficult 
time during the past week, 1 remind you ·that you are 
just passing through the experien1ce of your spiritual 
ba'byhood; and that the Lord loves you just the same. 
The little baby is just as much the child of the house­
hold, and as dear to the fa·ther as the grown-up son, 
who is in partner5'hi~p with his father in business'. And 
the humblest saint, the weakest saint of all, is as dear 
to the heart of God as the stalwart warrior for Christ, 
who goes forth winning vic·tories in His name. 

1 am glad that the Lord has 'described our relation­
ship in this simple metaphor, so that even the chi:ldren 
can understand. As, 'childre'l1 "born' o.f the will of 
God" we have a place in His heart and home forever, 
and· we 'shall grow up into Him. And ultimately, 
there is the guarantee that we shall be like Christ. 1 
do not see much prospect of it myself; and 1 confess 
1 have met a, lot of professing Christians, of who'm 
honesty would compel me to say that 1 am afraid they 
are not a's yet vez:y much like Christ. My only 
hope for myself and for you is this-that there is a 
little bit .of God in us, the seed which made us to live 
again-"Christ in you, the hope of glory." 

1 remem'ber in the old land a man who used to come 
to my father's church; and, to be per:fe'Ctly frank, 1 did 
not care much for him. 1 think he was a good man, 
and 1 respect his memory; but he was one of those 
men who was t:J.o.t parti~ular1y attractive. to young peo-· 
pIe. He was foreman over certain woriks, and 'Part 
of the concern was some sort of bridkYard. At aU 
events, the men employed there had to work out of 
doors-and many of you who have lived in England 
know that it rains there occasionally'-sometimes, too 
often. One summer day the men were working alway 
in the yard when a shower came on. They ran for 
shel·ter as they were expected to do; but the foreman 
was ,looking ou.t of his offi'ce to see how long they were 
going to stay under shelter. They were not parti:cu­
larly anxious to get back to work, as 'perhaps we 
should not have been had we had to do the same sort 
of work. So the old gentleman walked around to see 
what the men were doing; and as he approached, one 
of the men, 'who was a bit Q.f a wag, and who perhaps 
invented the story, said, "Well, Mr. So-and-So, we have 
just been discussing a 'question here; possibly you can 
enlighten us. \Ve have just 'been saying that some 
pe9'ple say that very pretty bajbies grow.up to be very 
unattractive old peOipqe; while quite ugly or very plain 
children, in later life, become quite beautiful or hand­
some, as the case might be. Do you think there is 
anything in that theory?" The old· man was rather 
taken aback for the moment, but re'covering himself ' 
he said, "I do not know, men, but there'might be some­
thing in it." "My' My' .then," said the man; "what a 
pretty baby you must have been ," 

Now whatever degree of truth there may be in that 
theory as ~p'plied to the physical Hfe, 1 kno.w it is ~rue 
on the one side at least, alPIplied reli:giously. 'There 
is a good deal of "the old man" in some of the Lord's 
chilldren; indeed, in all of us, in the beginning. And 

(Continued on page 10.) 
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"IT IS JOHN WHOM I BEHEADED" 
A Sermon by' the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

"But when. Herod heard! thereof, he .said, Lt is Joh~ whom I beheaded: he is ri,seJ1 from the 
dead."-Mlar'k 6.:16. 

(67) 7 

It may be that you have in· your h,ome a picture, or the religious .instinct. The Bible, and the Christian 
a piece of statuary, whose value to you increases with Church, and all the institutions fostered by the repre­
the passage of the years. You prized it :from· the sentatives of the Church, have symbolized for you the 
beginning; but as you sit before it and allow it to :highest manifestations of life. Hence your .idea'ls of 
speak to you, every day it has some n~w message: you life have always ·been essel;ltially Christian. You have 
see ·something in it that you never observed before. been generous enough, or, let me rather say, that you 
But you see nothing :whkh was not put into· the picture have been honest enough, to a.cknowl'edge that the 
when it was painted. The artist lived with that picture . professors of religion are neither deceived nor de­
for weeks or months. Perhaps it wO'uld 'be more co-rrect ceivets, but in the main are true men.~ Herod knew 
Ito say that he lived in it. It is the reflection of his various that John "was a just man and a holy." . Moreover, 
moods.' He put his soul into his work j and the ex- . yo-u have actually taken great delight in the message' 
planation of its enduring bscination is ,to be found in, Qf religion, even as Herod "heard John gladly." And 
the fact that it is more ,than a painted canvas, or a you have approved of the general mess·age and pro­
sculptured. marble; '.'it is the ,expressi6n, the embo-di- gramme of the Gospel. And what visions of a holy 
ment, of a human soul. And that is inspiration. That life it has opened up before you! What storied castles 
work of art is inbreathed by an artist's soul. of virtue you have built in those seasons of moral 

And that is the eJCPla~ation 'of the immprtality of rapture! What holy crusades your fancy has initiated! 
thi's Book; with this difference, that it is in:bre.athed In what g,lorious wars of righteousness your imagiria­
by the Infinite Spirit. We shall, never outgrow it, .until tion has enHsted ! You have said "Amen" to John's 
it becomes pos1s,i:ble for God to- grow old! We out- preaching; and' you have been grateful to every 
grow ·other things. We read a page of history, let us prophet who has shown you "this gate of the Lord 
say, of the time o-f Henry the Eig,hth, or we see the into which the righteous shall enter." . . 
marks of'his spirit in a place like the Tower of London, And now I must show you, further, that.H erod' slife 
and we say, "These things would !he impassible to" had bee.n largely r"egulated by the prophet's teaching: 

. day." But you cannot 'say that of any page o-f this "When he heard him, he did many things, and heard 
history .. Whether it·be in the Old or New Te.staments, him gladly." That, too., is parallel to the experience 
though the externals olf the story may have altered, of many. How much have we been influenced by our 
the ·essential truth of it abides as a recor,d of to-day. religious surroundings? We have done many- thiIllgs 

"But surely," .someone will say, "no one will'seri- .because Qf the preaching we have heard. It has stimu­
ous~y contend that prophets are murdered in ,civilized lated our thought, and dictated our course o-f a:ction 
'countries to-day, as Herod mur'dered John?" . '. on innumera1ble occas}ons. '\That should we be to-day 

I think it will be 'possible to show that this history but for the influence of religion? In many cases it has 
directly made us what we are. And that is true o.f 

is being continually repeatecl.. Inbreathed 'by the time- many who make no profession of religion. Why, nian, 
less Spirit to .'\Thom To-day present,s no isur,prise, as but for some John's preaching you would not now be 
it does to us, and written by His direction for our even respectable-and that you know right well. 
a.dmonition as truly as for the iIllstruction of men of 
an ancient time, thi,s story'reflects the slin of Toronto's But how was Herod's: attitude chan.ged? What led 

him to put a sto.p to the prea:c\1ing of the man he had 
hearts and homes, as accurately as it portrays the. formerly heard so gladly? Why do you go to church 
wickedness which reigned iri Herod's palace. only occas.ionally now? Why has your interest iil 

I. religious: matters waned? ' 
. . Do ypu remember that someone in Herod} s house "had 
And I begin my ,expo&ition with this .statement, WE a qttar·rel against John"; or.}' as the.maJrgin has it, had '''an, 

ARE EVERY ONE GUILTY OF THE MURDER OF A PROPHET. inward grudge against him"? Someone always dis-
I do not mean that anyone here has de1ib~rately sented from Herod's expreSISed appreciation of the 

and ·~f set purpose consigned a prophet to death. On prophet. Someone hatep. him and his p.reaching as 
the contrary, you have had great admiration for the heartily as Herod admired them. And someone very 
L'ord's prophets, and for the life and religion they close to you has ahvays disagreed with your estimate 
represent. You 4ave never· been an enemy of religion, of the value of the Christian religion. You know well 
.but have alway's counted yourself among her ,friends: what I 'rp.ean. You have long 'had a struggle to hold 
You were brought.up in the Sunday School; and were your own against that contrary ·opinion. U yo-u are 
early taught to respect the Lord',s Day, and the Looi-d's less regular in your attend'}nce upon the means of 

, house. With all this I agree, and we are therefore able grac~, it ,is not 'J?ecause you are now for the first time 
to begin together on common ground. .." tempted to be ·careless. There was always to be· heard, 

Will you observe, then, that Herod greatly admired even in Sunday School days, in the times of serious 
John; regarded him, indeed} with profound respect; he reflection, when the soul w,as at home 'with itself, a 
ev.en "feared J ohn}~ and "heard him gladly." And that voice which exp.res'sed a deep-rooted, inward 'grudg(;!, 
des,cri:bes the ear-l,y attitude of many here toward re- against every voice that speaks for God in the inner 
ligion. You were never lacking in what may be called . sanctuary of the. soul. 
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Alas! alas! every human soul is married to some 
H erodias. Not literal'1y, or in any physIcal, sense, but all 
that Herodia,s represents finds a place in every l~.fe. 
Herodias stands for pride, 'ambition, love 'of ease, 
covetousnelss, sensuality" the -lust of self-indulgence in 
all its :manifold iform's. She stands, in a word, for Law­
lessness, for t4e forbidden thing, fa!." the life in which 
the human will is substituted fo'r the will of God. And 
in this meaning of the story we have'all been married 
to Herodias. We have taken to our hearts some for­
bidden thing; and'that thing has established itself in 
the best room in ,the house.' It has moved 'in all its 
belongings as though it intended to remain. Its pres­
ence is gradually, changing the whole interior of man's 
soul. 

H erodias does not greatly object to Herod's, hear'ing 
John preach, so long as John, is careful to concern himself 
w~th generalities.. Few will object to the denunciation of 
sin in general. It is when particular sins and particular 
sinners are 'pointed ,out that men become unea'sy. The 
true prophet, however, must be faitMul to the indi­
vidual as well as to the multitude. Theref'ore, sooner 
or later the voice that speaks for God, will speak in 
condemnation of Herodias, and of Herod's union with 
her. I mean, man, that the Christian religi'On is a 
vital thing. It will not be long content to be kept 
waiting upon the-door-step 'Of the s'oul. It wiHdemand 
---:!Whatever the voice, whether it 'be the Bible direct, 
or' the sermon-the V'oice that speaks for God will 
demand to know who lives within. ·And when' it dis­
covers Herodi'as, it wlill thunder, "It is not lawfuL" 

And in that day Herod will have to make choice be.:. 
tween Herodias and John, between la~. and lawlessness, 
'between right and wrong, 'between God and the Devil. 
You see Herod had no real controversy \vith John 
until John touched upon his r,elationship to Herodias. 
Every other point Herod read~ly con-ceded. Herodias 
was his idol. T·here the prophet touched the king's 
supreme affection, the pivot upon which hi,s whole life 
turn'ed. And it is just there every sou~ ,con'tends 'with 
God. Not in the outward trappings of life: the issue 
is easily decided there, Nor yet in the' external feat­
ures of character ; consent is readily given to their 
being moulded into a 'more respectable image. It is' 
ahyays Herodia's who quarrels with the divine voice. 
The battle is joined when the prophet insists tha~ the 
soul be divorced £iom the spirit of la:wlessness to which 

, it is married, 
And who of us has not preferred Herodias to John in 

this controversy? Herod was a great sinner, 'and "was 
reproved by John for Herodias his brother Phillilp's 
wife, and for aU the evil,s which Herod had done"; 
but we read that he "added yet this' above all; that he 
shut up John in pniS'on."· And no doubt he was sorry 
to do that: but he did it. And when Herod finds that 
he cannot live at peace with Herodias and John at 
the same. time, when he is compelled to .make choice 
between them, he delivers John to the eXecutioner that 
his voice may be heard n'o more. Of cour'se "he was 
sorry," but his sin compelled him, and he murdered 
the prophet who had been his guardian angel in' dis-' 
guise. 

And we all have done the same thing. When forced 
to a 'choice !between obeying the V'Oice of God',' and 
yielding to the charms of the sin which doth so easily 

" 

beset us, we hav.e first shut up John in pJ.'lis'on by re­
fusing to hear· h~m, and then we have deliberately 
taken 'some action to linsure our 'hearing the reproving 
'Voi,ce no more. . , 

And perhaps someone here did it just as Herod did it, 
in the hall of pleasure, and in the presence of other 
1'evellers. How many men when the wine flowed freely, 
when the blood was hot, and passion's fire fiercely 
blazed, have yielded to sin's enchantments, and in one 
last mad act of rebelli'On, by serving up the 'prophet"s 
head in a charger, have delivered their soul to the 
devil! Thus men become the murderers of the pro­
phets, and, so far a'S. they can, silence 'every voice 
which speaks for God. 

II. 
My nexJt point is that, By MURpERING THE PROPHET 

MltN DO NOT SIUNCE THE V OIClt. 

For a brief period Herod was undisturbed. No one 
now came knocking at his door, insisting that Herodias 
be expelled; ,and he fancied that at la'st he lfad found 
peace, and found it in the way of what the dead prophet 
had caUed unlawful. And many a man s,ince then has 
flattered himself that he has proved the untruth 0.£ ·the 
word (!)f God by finding peace and pleasure where the 
Bi'ble said it couId n'Ot be found. But who did ever 
find ,such peace enduring ? 

There 'Was still another voice in Herod's home; it 'Was 
the voice of a servant. I will describe ,it as of the mascu­
line gender. This servant had come from a far coun­
try, where another language was spoken than that. 
spoken in Herad's house. But the servant had so long 

, waited on Herod that he had fallen into his ways, and 
quite generally approved of what hi'S master did. He 
,had been so long a!way Ifrom hoirne that he had for­
gotten his native tongue, and nearly all his country's 
ways. But when. John came preaching l'epentance, 
this servant 'Of Herod',s re'cognized the voice as speak­
ing the language of holiness which he had so ,com­
pletely forgotten. Old memories were stirred, so that 
many ,irreguIarities we're noticed which had long been 
overlo'oked. It was thi,s servant who persuaded Herod 
to hear· John preach; and who, having heard him, 
remind~d him of the sermon, and prevailed upon him 

. to do the many thirigs "which the sermon enjoined." 
The servant's name was C'Onscience. 

And now, 'after J oh,ti S. death, another strange voice is 
h~ard, and evidently the voice of a prophet. And every­
one is asking who he i~, until' ev'en in Herod's palace 
the report .is _ heard. And Conscience' is at no lo'ss to 
identify the speaker. The voice is the same as John's 
-it is 'a·voice from God! Therefore, Herod said, "It 
is John, whom I beheadeldl: he is risen from ,the dead." 

Thus it is also in our own experience, that the voice. 
we had thought, and secretly hoped" had be'en silenced 
forever, is heard speaking again from the' dead. We 
have marvelled at this, that men S'O different from each 
other, 'so widely s'eparated in their spheres of 'Service, 
so remotely related ill! their outward si,tuation, should 
yet seem to speak the same message. And 5'0 the 
mirade of the Bible in which the same voice is heard 
'speaking by a -multitude, Qf human lips and over a 
lapse 'of centuries, is a perpetual miracle. There is ~o 
getting away.from the voice. Here is a man who has 

'tried it again and agaqn. Somewhere in a land acroS's 



· . 

June 6, 1929 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (69) 9 

the sea he heard the trumpet blast, "It is not lawful." 
And he silenced the voice. But here on the other side 
'Of the world he Ihears it again. And he has been 
startled a:s Herod was startled. Sin cannot escape its. 
divine rebuke. God will not le'ave FJimsel£ without 
witness. 

How suggestive is the fact that no creed, no philosophy 
of life which Herod could devise, cO"1ld avail to silence 
the voice. For Herod 'was' a Sadducee, whcse cardinal 
doctrine was that there is no resurrectron, 'neither 
angeI nor spirit; but aU his brave theories are dis­
solved in the fear 'Of hav.ing to fa~e· a prophet whom 
he had murdered. 

And we shall be' no more successful than he. No 
system of theology, no philosophy of life, 'can unwtite 
the fads of life. N'o bloody axe can silence God's 
witness in the 'human soul. You cannot bury a John 
the Baptist so deep that 4e will not rise again in . 
another voice and make himself heard. Ah! but I 
k~ow what you will say. You have cut -loose from 
such ancient superstitions; you have no fear of being 
further troubled 011' the score of your Herodias. You 
have formulated a creed agreeable to .your '~wn desires; 
and that creed makes no provision for the. resurrection 
of troubles'ome prophets! But you cannot escape the 

- re:buke of sin. If the word be God'·s He will never 
want' for lips to speak it. And iq spite o·f your pr·e­
tensions, .He will yet wring this cry of terror from 
you; "It is John, wholm I bel;1eaded: the is risen from 
thedea:d." _ 

And Herod was right; it was fohn; for all prophetic 
... voices which had spoken since man's first disobedience, 

found resttrrection in Him;. "God Iwho at sundry times 
and in divers manners' spak!'! in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken 
unto us in His Son." Every reproving voice that has 
spoken in God's behalf repeats its ,warning whenever 
t!he Gospel is preached. 

III. 
In cur failure tc sileniCe Heaven's reproving voices, 

behold AN EVIDENCE OF THE PERSISTENCE OF GRACE. 
The severest judgment that can overtake any ma;'" is 

no judgment at all. For the sinner tc escape deteotion is 
an inesltimable calamity. "Because sentenoe against 
'an evil 'is nct executed speedJily, therefore the hearts 
of the sons of men are fully sd in them to do ·evil." 
And it is Mercy who refuses to let ·a maJil alone'in his 

I sin. Ah, sinner, it is Mercy who worries you; it is 
Love that will not let you go! 

It 'Was thtts'Christ regarded the mttltiplied warnings of 
Heaven. The Bib'le abounds with wiltness to this truth. 
'~I earnestly protested unto your fathers ,in the .day 
that I brought them up 'Out 'Of Egy·pt, ev.en untc t!his 
day, rising early and protesting,. sayi,ng, Obey my 
voice." "And the Lprd hath sent unto you all his 
servants the proppets, rising early and sending them; 
'but yeo have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to' 
hear. Wherefore, behold, I 's'end unto you prophets, 
and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shal·l 
kill and 'crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge 
in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to 
city: That upon you may come all the righteous blood 
shed upon the 'earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
untq the blood 'Of Zacharias son o! Barachias,. whom 

ye slew between th() temple and the altar. Verily I 
say unto you. All t4ese things shall come 'upon this 
generation." And Jesus described the householder 
who let his v·ineyard out to husbandmen, and' sent 
unto them many servants, and' "last of all" ·his son. 

And this is the crowning mercy that ~he Son of God 
has come, tc deliver once again and for the last time, the 
message spoken by ·all the murdered prophets of the 
world. If any have' failed in fait~fulness 'Or dearness 
of testimony, the world 'Will be left without excuse, 
when He ha:s spoken. Yes, I repeat; aU voices speak 
again, in Christ, and in the Gosp~l Mercy excels her­
self; and utters her last clear call to life. 

All the kindly voices of the past, speak again in Christ. 
Listen to Him, and you shall find that father and 
mother, .and darling child, are risen from the dead, and 
call again to you. And what messages, have come to 
turn us away everyone from his ·iniquities. What' 
gracious providences, what chidings and expostula­
tions, what .chastenings, wha't exhortation, what tender 
entreaties come out of the past when Memory is 
awakened and Conscience is aroused! And -all 'th,ese 
urgings toward the light are echoes of ,the one Voice, 
elements in the same mes'sage: "The wages ·of sin is . 
death; but the gi.ft of God is ·eternallife through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." 

It remains for me'to spe~k one awful word of warning, 
and I have done. Herod heard so much about Jesus 
that he greatly desired to see Him. Yet/he never sent 
for Him, nor went to Hivn. He feared to hear more 
dlearly ·the voke, which, conscience told Him, would 
speak the same message as John. But :at last Christ 
was sent to him by' Pontius Pilate, that. he might 
judge Him as he had judged J o·hn. And Herod was 
glad to see Him, "and h:e hoped to have seen some 
mirade done ;by Him." But when "he questioned wi.th 
Him in many words, He answered him nothing." And 
n'ever again 'will that voi·ce speak in mer·cy to him! 
How terribl~ the reflection that it is ,possi.ble at last 
to have the blood of ·our' murdered 'Prophets upon us 

,in everlasting ·condemnation of our ifolly! There is a 
,repose of soull whilch is an evidence of re'PrOlbation; 
there is a religious insensibility which is a kind of 
moral coma, an atrophy 0.£ .conscience. Indifference 
to ·the 'Claims of religion, ·coupled with the undisturbed 
companionship of Herodia's,---'of the poss·ession of the 
unlawful-is' never the resulf, as is so 'often 'Sup .. 
posed, olf an intelle:ctual' delive'rance .from supposedly 
suiperstitious a'larms; it is oftener due to the silence 
of judgment, already 'begun, :when the Voi·ce refuses 
.longer to 'spe3Jk in Mercy, and the sinner is permit.ted, 
unhindered, unconsciously and enjoyably to drive on: 
to the preciPice! 

For Christ's is the last voice. He will have rio succes­
so·r. Other prOlPhets speak again in Him; :but when 
He"shall be silent, there shal,l be a ,fa:mine of hearing 
the word of the. Lord! And' when He no longer 
restrain's, men 'Shall go on wi,ldIy into sin; until the 
Judgment is set, an'd then shall the teX't again be true, 
and the voice of the Prophet whom men 'spurned will 
pronounce the sentence ·of death on all ~,nbe1ievers. 

"We sha,pe ourselves the joy or fear 
Of which the coming Hfe i~ made, 

And fill our Future's atmOSlphere 
With sunshine or with slhade. 



10 (70)- THE GOSPEL WITNESS June 6, 1929 

"The ,tissues of the Life to be 
We weave with ,colors all our own, 

And in the field of desti'ny 
We rea.p as we have sown. 

"5tiU shall ·the soul around it call 
The shadows 'Which it gathered here, 

And, painted on the eterna'l wall. 
The Past sha11 reappear. 

"Think ye the notes of holy song 
On Mi.lton's tunefu-l ear have died? 

Think ye that Raphael's angel throng 
Ha~e vanished from his side? 

"0'h no? We live our ,life again; 
Or warmly touched, or coldly dim, 

The' pictures ()If ,the ;past remain,­
Man's works shall foillow him." 

HOW TO BE SAVED. 

(Continued from page 6.) 

I am bound to admit that some of the babies are rather 
"pI-ain", aren't they?-not much of Christ in them at 
the'beginning. But, oh is there anything fuller of in­
spiration and joy than just to see the Christ-life within 
emerging, and the man becoming more,-and more,­
and more,-and more, like Christ?, There is hope for 
us my friends, that we shaIlO be glorious in His eyes 
when the work of grace is finished, and "when he shall 
present us faultless 'before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding, joy." Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall b~; 
but we know that when he sha'll appear; we shall be 
like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every· 
man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even 
as he is pure." Hallelujah! vVhat a Saviour! 

. JARVIS STREET PULPIT AN~ WEEK EVENING 
SERVICES. 

On Sunday, M.ay 19th, Jarvis Street enjoyed the ministry 
of Dr. J. W. Gillon of Shawnee, Okla. Dr. 'Gillon is a strong 
preacher who Is always welcome in Jarvis Street, where !he 
Is greatly loved. , , 

Rev. W.' E. Atkinson', Secreta'l"Y of the Union of Regular 
Baptist Churche's of Ontario and Queibec, preached morning 
and evening last Sunday. During the months that Mr. Atkin­
son has had his office in the Toronto Baptist Seminary, thus 
being closely related to Jarvis Street, he has made for 'him· 
self a large place in the hearts' of the people. His preaching 
Sunday was accompanied ,by unusual spiritual power. At. 
the evening service Rev. E. A. Brown~ee baptized four be­
lievers, and later presided at the Communion Service, giving 
the right hand of fellowship to new members. 

The week evening services have, been filled with the pres. 
ence of the Lord and have been characterized by ·the most 
earnest petition .on behalf of the Pastor and the whole Des 
Moines situation. 

The Pastor a~ Home Sunday. 
, ~ 

Word has been received from ,the Pastor who has been 
in Des Moines for the past ten days that he' will be home 
Sunday; he will teach his class' iJII the morning at 10.00 
o'clock,· and preach morning and evening .. 

Latest News FrQm Des Moines 
Telegr~m .trom the Editor Wednesday night. 

"Trustees are in ·complete possession of .the Univer­
sity, and control whole situation. W'e issued .warning 
to Faculty that no 'degrees would be granted or 
credits recorded without a thorough investiga.tion of 
the students' riot. Diploma:s and University seal were' 
removed hy· our order from the office last Saturday. 
Dr. Wayman was dislmiss·ed from the Presidency May 
271'11; notwithstandi~g, in vioration of Trustees' order, 
he dared to have diplomas printed, presumably on 

I Sunday, in usual ,form, stating they wer·e granted by 
the TrU'stees. Diplomas were signed by Dr. Wayman, 
the respective Dean,s of Colleges, and the Registrar. 
Such diplomas are illegal and worthless. The Com­
mittee of five in Des Moines, clothed with full power of 
the Board, is now engaged in arranging for the fu·ture 

, of the University. Fuller particulars will be given in 
next week's issue of The Witness. 

. , (Signed) T. T. Shields." 

, , 

The Des Moines Issue of the Witness 
Thousands of copies Otf tIie issue of The Gospel W·itness 

for May 23rd have left our office in response to orders 
'received from ministers and church officials for dis­
tribution among their people. Orders have been 
reoeived for .p~ckages of five, ten, twenty-five, fifty, 
one hundred, two hundred, and in some instances, 
three hundred copies. Send ,for a sufficient number at 
once to put one in 'every .family in your ·chur,ch. Or, 
if more convenient, send us list 'of names and covering 
cost (see ,last page) and we shall be .glad to mail. 
individually from our office. 

Write at once to: 

The Gospel Witness) 
130 ,Gerrard. St. Ea'st, 

Toronto, Canada . 

::fWO SERMONS IN THIS ISSUE. 
Owing to the Editor's absence, two sermons appear 

in this issue of The Witness. ,Dr. Shields' will he home 
next week, and will supply editorial material as usual. 

Books by Dr. Shields' 

"THE ADVENTURES OF A MODERN 
YOUNG MAN." 

"CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT." 

"THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL OF 
HISTORY.". 

Price Fifty cents a volume postpaid. 
Order from The Gospel,. Witness, 130 
Gerrard St. East, Toronto, Canada. 
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FOUR YEARS OLD. 
N en month. the Union o{ Regular 

Bap-tist Churehes' Gf Ontario and Quebec 
win have com'Pleted. four years 'Of service. 
The 'WOrd '~Service" is used ·ad·visedly, f()T 
lllIUe'h has been accomplished under God. 

Through-oUlt ,the length and breadth of 
our ,provinces the germ of modernism 

. has been detected throu;g.b. the educational 
programme carried on by the ~eaders of 
the fellowsMp, and' tho'll'sands axe indebt­
ed too :the Union !for its cle·ar-cut testi­
mony, taking them ,back to the "Faith 
of our Fathers", ·and making it d·ifficwt 
f()T out-and-out modernists to' disseminate 
their deadl;y dGctrines :publicly. 

The Union has stood ·without comprom­
ise fGr the verities ,of the Faith.; for the 
independency of the loocal chul"ch; ~or the 
safe-,guaroin'g of the ordinances; and for 
eva·ngeHzation. Such a programine has, Gf 
CO'll:l"se, ·been not only objectionable, but 
intO'leraob1e to s·oone; and it is not sur­
p'rising that ,satan has attacked on every 
hand. Ne,vel'tlheles·s the Lord is with IUS. 
The programme Gf ·tJhe Union ·and the 
churches associated in its feHows!hip is 
the same 'a's it was the day of .onganiza­
tion. Are we "Glorifying in tribula­
tions" ? Are we standing ".steadfast, 
unmO'Veable"? are we saying, :"N one of 
these :thlngs move me'!? Are lWe !pre­
pared to deal with every matter that is 
contral"Y to HiSJ ;programme COI\lrageOlllS­
ly, leaving .the outcome to HIm· Who is 
our Peace? . 

Do:u.ble-mindedness has no ;pla:ce in 
Christian warfare. There was but one 
w;ay to deal with an insid~oussociety that 
desired to ,bleed every church 'Of its mis­
s,i'OnarY' contributions, inte·dere with the 
rights of am·a;I. Murch through an or­
ganiz·ation of women ap,pGinting Wlhom 
they 'Would, when that society would' 
liSiten to no reas'On, respood to no invita­
tion, ·but claimed superior dil"ection and 
guidance. Those who feUOIWship suclh a 
system ·ru."e "not of us" who ,gO fO'TWaro 
as 'a fellowshi;p of ohurehes co-operating 
in nvissi'onary endeaV'our, ,but recognizing 
theabso·lute independence of rbhe IlocaJ 
ehiurC'h, and :the fact that the ch'lmdh is 
an 'ass,embly where .believers find' a hom·e 
and that such an assemtbly is divinel'Y 
ordained. . 

'1'he Union of Regular Ba.ptis·tChlUrehes 
'Of Ontario and Q!\l'ebec Gffers no apology 
fGr ifilie c().ur:SJe it lhas' pursued. The tribu­
lation 1Jhat has come to i·t 'has tested' it, 
refined it, has fitted jt ~or a g1"eaJter ser­
vice in His nanne 'and for His sake. The 
future is !bright. The Lord !WiN !pl'osper 
His' worlk. . . 

"We ,glol"Y in tribulatiGns also; know­
ing that tribuijation IWGl"keth !patience; 
and Ill·atience, 'experience; arid e~rience 
hope; 'and hO!pe mlllketh nGt· ashamed; 
because the love .of God is s:hed:J8ibrGad in 
our Ihearts by the H'Oly Ghostt.whiclh is. 
given. unto us." . 

The comin~ annual conventioh will be 
an 'op,por.tunity to re:v:ie:w the progress' 'Of 
the work cOlT\ll1litted' to us, but it win alSo 

be "a beginni'ng of days" for those whO' 
al"e ·persuoaded that it is the Lord's wOillk, 
and that there is' a place for the aggres­
sive ministry ·of the Union ehuTCihes and 
for the fellOW' ship banded tOgetlher to 
send the glorious gospel ,mes·sage. :liol"th. 

'1'hose who SJtand with the UniGn and 
Its missionMY endeavOlllr are requested to 
pray 'llliUch and to moaintain ·their com­
missi'8n from the Lorn in these difficult 
days "ReJoicing ,that :they axe counted 
'W101'll1hy to suffer s:hame for his: sake". 

The work of the'Union has surel'Y 'Only 
just begun. ~e sihip has :been cleansed 
of Its' ,barnacles. We close this, another 
Convention year, with thanksgiving a.nd 
praise for what the Lord has' done in 
the salvation 'Of sou:ls, the eXlPerience that 
He has ,given through tribulation, and the 
"HO'Pe" that is 00'1"8'. 

MISSION BAN'D WORK. 
Many J!TOUps of children are meeting 

from week to week .unde'l" able leader­
sh~'D among" 'OU'l" churches and whether 
such ge,therings are looked upon as· Mis­
s.Ion B8IlId'S (ll" OMldren'is meetings, it 
would: be to ihear ·of th~r 

theretf'Ore, an-
1ib.rough 
. by this 

'IL""'Ul~'''''''f1'' to 
O/P,J}ortunity 
aond c8.IOtur­

of God .. 

At first we were twO' s~ms ahead of Mil". 
M--, but ·on Sunday he got 'One ahead 
of us because Mamma said we didn't 
need to go in that day, but ,then we 
caught up to him one other day. 

".one morning we goot UiP and ~t was 
rainy looking and oold and .Mrs.. M-­
thought it was· going to be ·one· of these 
fan rains' ,that last two or three days, so 
we hUl'ried up and packed and g~t 
started home. W egot to .Scot when It 
was' abou:t daIik. Just before you get .to 
Revenue there is a coolie (valley). We 
had to go througlh it with nO' chainS! and 
it was terribly slip.pery. It was daTik 
-too land one ·place we just a:bout went 
o·ff the road'. Mter that I !kept my eyes 
dosed and prayed. My, isn't it nice to 
have some'body to pray to?" 

"Well, we got to :Revenue .safely and 
we ihad ,to slee'P behind the iPool ,Ro,om. 
The fa.mily ·thaot sle;pt the,re had nine 
children and the father and mother, thaot 
was eleven, and then five Gf us, -that 
moakes sixlteen peo.ple in five ;beds. It 
was dirty' too. 'The Gnly thing that was 
clean was ItJhe sheet ov:er the doorway." 

"The· next day we .stal'lted out again 
and got hOome just befGre mnner." 

How ~s --- .getting along? I wiosh 
he was saved. I am praying fur him and 
YGU are too." ... ... ... ... 

NORANDA. 
Many have .been faithful in praying 

fG'I." t.he ,student ,Sum.m.er Fields and 
manY' will rejoice to hear that tihe iWeHington 
denlCe of BrGthers in whom we are 'so deeply in-
modernist . teres ted are in the ·midst 'of an evangel-
nO't need to go istic campaign in N oranda, that busy 
an illustration. northern mining tOlW'll jU®t over the 
girl orf s,ix was QlUebec bMder. 
Sehool lesls'()J11 -was she related Mr. Stanley Wlelling:ton !has' been 
something l~'ke was about labOil"ing faithf.ully there for m.a.ny 
Je·sus when he wa·s Slix years old. He al- months and from time tOo time the Un~on 
ways ran ·messa·ges. f'Or his, mGther. when has :been 'able to 'Contrilbute something 
she a·sked him to and about flGwers and to the work. Duri'ng 1Jhe summer 
rain -and little· ch~ckelllS". One always mGnths., however, support was sent foil"­
must.make allowance for a ·child's· ·inter- ward.to 'Mr. Frank Welling.tO'lL .that he 
pretation of even the clearest pTeSie'llta- might assdst his brGther 'On the field land 
tiGn, but from questions again and: nOlW Rev. Anthony Zeoli is with ;them. 
again, it was firmly esta.blished that' and the fullowing letter from Mr. Stan­
this Httle one faithfully repo'l'ted what ley Wellington wiJl be another call to 
the lesis,on was about and that the most the readers Oof "'mle ,Gospel Witness" for 
as,tounding liberties were' taken wi,th the pmyer on iheir ,behalf and iIlor 'Mr. Zeoli. 
Scripture. . "I was ·pleased to receive your letter 

Now, foOr the children, a letter recent- of. !recent date assuring iUISI .cf your 
ly reccived from a ld.ttle .girl wh'O is prayer;f.ul interest in 'Our: work here in 
trusting Christ aSJ SaV'iouT is' given,· Noranda. We .ibeHeve 1Jha.t is wha.t we 
Mary lives in Saska.tchewan 8.'lld· i.s tell-· need more and mOil'e. ,God 'answers 
ing of 8IIl exnerie·nce iSlhe !had recently prayer." . 
when with friends she went for a' few "Brother Zeoli arrived 'here.1Saturday 
days a,t the la}{e. . nIght and already God !hwiJ Qlessed, not 

"I must tell you about our .trip up to only his fellowship to U.s, ·blU.t. ih8is 
Meeting ,Lake. Winn~fred! snd I went· given souls. The first meeting of the 
with Mr. and Mrs.IM-- and Ma:ri'On on campai,gn was held last night in a hall. 
AuguSJt 19th.. iWe started ahout half f'Ormerly a.n 'Old :theatre and then a pool­
past s·even. Wlhen we were going up we: l"O()Im. MUch work was necessary to pre-· 
got all off ·the road and asked ever iSoO. pare this builddng foil" lise bU1j; finally it 
many peo;ple the. directions 8IlId each Gne' was .put into pretty fair s'hape Ito seat 
seemed to .tell us· a different way. lWei 'between tW9 hundred and fifty and three 
got there about. seven o'cl.ock p.m. and, hundred people." . . 
Winnifred, Marion a,nd I all ,got Gn GUil'" "A . very heavy ·eleCtric and rainstoil"m 
bathing. suits and got into the· wa.ter. occurred j'llst ibefGre and (Juring the time 
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for service·; ,however, -in SlPite of the 
cloudburst about one hundred !peOple 
were present. It W81S1 a pretty bard 
lookJing lot and we soon found lthat the 
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and many nl()re such Pastors' and Peo­
ple's. ,Conferences and .m.ay the oinvita­
tion be made even larger in the future. 

• * * • 
Devil had sent a number 'of them in to' BARREN LANDS. 
destroy the spirit. ,Soon. however, the· The story of tbhe proclamation 0If the 
W'01'd became too ,strong f()r :them land Gospel in Southern: .SasDtchewan, as re­
one by one .the noOisy and cynical left lated by ooe '()f the) members of the 
the .building un-til i.t seemed that a qu.ar- party, traveUing throughout the district 
ter 0If our Il>udienoe !had .gone, 'but praise by means of a la'l'ge truck fitted to ac­
God, :then He began to work and after commodate them, is th'l'lilling indeed. 
Brother ~li's clear ,Scriptural message The party consisted .of .Messm. Mel­
on 'The Greatest Thing m the ·Wo].'ld', bourne, Arms1;rooog and- Forrester, and 
twelve men and women 'and about four was made possible through the ·generos­
'teen-age boys responded to the invita- ity oOf Mor. Bauer of KIte-hener. Many 
tion. It was. a .glorious sight to see is() towns were v-ilSited and more ;than one 
many rough-loOoking cha;racters walk hundred souls definitely confessed ac­
humbly to ;the front s'ignifying 'before all ceptan'<ie OofChrist. 
their acceptance of Ohrist as' Savioillr. Let us visit . one oOf these towns. The 
Many of :them had formerly 'been s.poken ·Gospel car arriveS! looking something 
to about their s'ouls and' noOW :tJhey have like one of the T.T.C. ibuses. It creates 
st~iPed ,over ;the line." consoidemble interest and it'he w<mkers ,in-

"This' is only the 'beginninl2' of good tI'loouoo themselves', IP'OObably a·sik!ing first 
things. foOr IGod in this ,place. M.uCh of alla.s to where they can .secure some 
pmyer is Ibeing made fOil' a mighity s1iir- water. In many places water is so 
ring of the .spirit and we now expect a sC&1"Ce that it 'is' s·old at $2.50 for s,ix 
wave of ·blesSiing wch as has not been ,gallons and then it is ,oditen S() oIled with 
known ibefore in the Nor:th." alkali ;that it was lliOt ·fit :to drink. Con-

"Keep praying for us t'hat we might ditioll!S in :bhis part.of 'Saskatchewan are 
be led as to the future. 'We Woant only the WO~'Jt tha.t can· ,be imagdned. The 
His divine guidance." area is burnt ·out and arid and men who 

* * * * a few years ago were well off finan'Cially 
GUELPH. and thought only of ·makiing· mlO'l"e and 
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conveyances were tur,ned a!bout tand back 
these young people came ;to a prayer 
meetin'g. 

Deplorable conditions certainly exist in 
,the West but through the need :bhe Loord 
will SiPeI!.k and ,many will 'he brought to 
know Him and acknowledge His place 
in their laves, and "If my ,people, which 
are called by my name, shall 'humble 
themselves, 'and !pray, and' seek my face, 
and turl!. fr()m their wicked. ways; then 
will I hear from heaven and will fOor.give 
theiorsin, 'and will IheaJ. their land." 

* * * * 
ORILLIA. 

Bethel Regular Baptist Ohureh, Orillia, 
continue.~ to enjo.y :the blessing which 
attends the faithful preachmg of the 
Word. 

On a recent Lord's day, a baptismal 
service was held at LaJke Oouchoiching, 
and a large 'congregation llISSembled to 
hear t1).e ,M'essageand witness >tihJe or­
dinance. 'Eight believers were baptized 
in the Lord"s a.ppointed way and wit­
nessed ,by so doing to the obuI'lial oresur­
rection :amd ,power of OUT: !Saviour. 

During the .summer months' when. the 
Pastor of !Bethel Ohurch was on vaca­
tiOon, the church ew,ioyed \the m1nistry 
,of ,many Undon iPa.S'"..ors Il>nd a wsit from 
the ,Secretary, 'Rev. w.. ,E. Atkins'on, was 
ihighly 8!PPreciated as were his positive . 
and 'powerful expositions. . 

The church was happy indeed to have 
many dther visiting brethren during· the 
vaca,tion. period tand ·greeted Mr. Jen­

the 'Messengers . nd·ngs Oof Jarvis, ,street, ToOronto, Rev. 
fl..r.st alleviate' Robert ·Guthrie '()f 'OGurtland, and Mr. 

with ma- W. C. Boadway, vice-Presid!ent of the 
done? Undon, at senr.i.ces. . 

The SWi'o}k iStreet iOhUll'ch, ·Guelph, more money, as' each year gave' a:bundant 
and the' YoOrk Road' !MissioOn, recently held crop 'after abundant Cl'lOiP, lIlI"e :now des­
a delightful picnic with some one oon- titute, des'ola.te and withOout a.Inibition or 
dr·ed present. It was a day 'of happy hOlpe. 
f.elloWlSlbip and &It tlhe close of the day To such a 
the ti,red wmkers 'Were eompensa.ted' by of the 
the confidence that the LOM had been dn the citizen 
their midst. terial help 

The Guelph oom-ch is prospering after Not s'o. 
days' of discoura·gement and /trioal. ,stran- hymns 

01<:I-II~StrlII~11001 Rev. John Byers, Pa.stor of Bethel 
women days '9hurCh, is ,~teful for all w.ho ~~ted 

llght comfort. m the sel"'V'lces and ;trusts ;the VlIsltors 
'''.r the pxeach- will c()me Ooften again. 

. tiJe manlY stamd 
l . e· near and :the 
.l1most the w!hoOle 

d messengers have 

geTS are C()ming to the semoos and' the w.hen s'1reh 
Httle building numbers: more at itlSl 'Sun- '1'he s.inging 
d'ay services than,-s'ome- oOf the luxur- ing of· :the :'. 
ious C'h1l'1'ches of the city.Piray for' afar off, a, 
Guelph and its Pastor, IStudent Howard next 
Ohipchase. Plans are being made for a town to 
more Il>g,g.ressdve campa:ign for .so'pIs· thlis to ,say. 
fall ,than ever befOre'. A special Friday . In one a .DOtnIDOUS and 
ev,ening service is being inaugurated and Important· seemed :to op!pose 
those within driving distance oOf Guelph the· the tIme of theiT 
are iny>jted to dl'lOp in. S'ome of the out- entrance, surprisd to have 
standing spell>kers of t'he Convention are h!im come' to •• lem on rtheir deip8l'ture 
scheduled to ,speak at these s~rvices. with tears in his' eyes' ibegging them to 

* * * * stay, sayi,ng: "th'at is what we need. 
A LABOR DAY PICN'IC We have 'allowed, our children ;to grow 

The 'Pastors' and PeOiPle's. 'Conference up wifuoiUt tl'Blining and we need! such 
of the Hamilton I&11d Brantforo Districts teaehing". 
held a picnic at Mohawk Park, iBmnt- At an'other ,place the meetitlig!S created 
f.ord, 'on ,Lebor iDay and wlhat a day it mch Interest that for miles around people 

. was! Ideal fr.o.m the s'ta.ndipoinlt of wea- came 1nto :the ;town.. Many who had no 
ther .and fellow.ship. As grou:ps came money fro- gasoUne used the old :flivver 
together Ifrom ?o church here and a clw:rch nevertheless, a shaft attached and, two. 
there, iWlhat a comradee existed and iWhat oorses for motive power. 
an opportunity it was to get acquainted. In :the town of ,Sootsguaro, the Word, 
MlOre than ninety gathered in the W'8:S, received and more than fif.ty indi­
mornilJig; by afternoon more than a ca.ted ,their acceptlance oOf the Saviour. 
hundred ihad C'O!Il1e and in the even- There were many youm.g people theTe 
ing there was well over two hun- and a dance was widely advertised Il>nd 
dred. listening· to the messages de- prepara.tions were heing made iby s'o.me. 
livered by: varioUs spea,kters, among of those who had signi'fied their deS'ire 
whom were ·Rev. A. J. Lewis,'Rev. R. D. fOor ·Ohrist to aUend. N.ot one word had 
Guthrie and .our lTelsident, Rev. Olifford. Ibeen s·aid' hy the wm-ker.s ·about the dance· 
J. Loney. IWhat nIeiSlSages from God's 'but their hearts were 'heavy and they 
Word were wafted on;the balmy breezes 'were praying muelh. The night of the 
and what a refreshing came to the as- dance came, conveyances of every Mnd, 
sembly! No woOnder it is repo1'lted llhat were commis.sdoOned to carry the pa.trons 
never we;re such messages delivered. :by out and then on iflhe way the ·Lord' dealt 
God's ,servants, and 11hat all ,see·med to w:ith them and! one 'said 'to another, "I' 
have a new sense of the. "joy of the! don't ,think we s'hould attend <the dance. i 

wrd". I have no desire to go," and s'o on; 
May there be many more suo ·picndcs· Blight about tum·, ·the cars and other: 
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