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"Violent L'anguage " 
When we have greater leisure it -yvmH be interesting to 

deal with the editorial utterances of a glreat many papers 
respecting the relation of the Editor of The Gospel 
Witness to the Des Moines matter. The Witness and 
Canadian Homestead, pUblished in Montreal, has an 
editorial which is not altogether unkind. It is evident, 
however, that the Editor writes with a very imperfect· 
knowledge of the facts of the case. We may discuss it 
later, but here we refer only to. one sentence, "Violent 
language used in the past by Dr. Shields has more often 
than not weake~ed the side he espoU'sed." . 

The question we pr:o~se now to discuss is, 'Whether 
"violent language" can be justified. 

We are a wa,re that. mild and undisturbing ·speech is 
'POpu},ar. Indeed, it is often considered the essence of 
bad taste to call things by thei'r right names. In the view 
of many, as religion in'genera,l is looked ullon as !being' 
lilttle more than a kind of Sunday diversion, 'an avocation 
rather than a vooation, it is of course considered rather 
out of place to feel intensely or to speak strongly about 
such matters. The Great War is not so far in the past 
as to be 'fo~gotten. 'We remember .the horrors of sub
marine wufaJre and of air raids, and at .the ,time we read 
numer01lls descliioptions of these horrors which were often' 
aocompanied by the most vitrioHc chiaracterizati<;ms .of tJhe 
perpe~rators of these crimes. But wf! do not remember 
ever reading an editorial in. any· religious paper-or in 

. any sort of secular jourrral---.which complained that the 
. language used to desorihe the crimes of the submarine 

attacks upon ,passenger shi.ps :and the air raids upon 
sleeping non<lombatants was too "violent." . 
. We very seldom reo!!d the accounts of murders or of 
murder trials, bUit now and then some such fiendish crime 
as that of Leopold and Loeb against lI:!h.e little boy in Chi
cago, or that of Hickman against the little girl in Los 
Angeles, especially ,aroU'ses public indignation, and we did 
read editorial' and other articles denouncing in the most 
vigorous fashion these·indes·cribable, fiendish, atrocities. 
But ,again, we have never seen in any periodical, religious 
or otherwise, a single sentence of oibjection- to the use of 
the !Il1ost "violent language" discoverable ,in descrihing 

,-

such ofFences. But in matters 'of' religion neither the 
superlative nor ,the comparaltive is considered to be in 
good taste; and, indeed, ev~n the positive must be modi-. 
fied hy association with the subjunctive. . 

But what if the Bible be true? . What if sin, as there 
described, he a fact? What if it be a malady" more uni
versal and more deadly than leprosy and cancer and 
yellow fever and consumption ·:and influenza and bubonic 
p1ague and smal[pox and every other disease combined?. 
And :what if it be true that this indescribably terrible 
plague leads to a death that never dies,,Ito a grave from 
whiCh there is no resuflrection, to a pit where the worm . 
di~th not and· tp.e fire is not quenched?· And what i,f, in 
the meantime, until the fatal goai is reacl1ed, sin be the 
cause of more pain, more broken hearts, wrecked homes, 
blasted lives, blinded eyes, enfeebled wills, warped judg
ments, defiled consciences, scalding tears-in a word, of 
more ruined bodies and depr·aved minds 'and doomed 
spirits than all ooher and lesser ills combined?· And what 
if it be true that in the· ,face of this deadly plague science 
and philosophy and human g1Over~menlt and wealth and 
scliol'at;'ship and human effort of every kind are utterly. , 
impotent?, What ,if there be no remedy for human sin 
lin heaven above, or 'in the eartth, or in the waters under 
the earth, salVe only that remedy which the Bible pre
scribes? What if it ,be true that there ~s no other- name 
under heaven given among men Wlhen;by we must be 
saved?_ What if it he true that tthere'is nobailm in Gilead, I 

and no physiciah there? that· nothing can cancel the 
power of sin, that nothing can break the p~er of can
celled s.in, and nothing can deliver the world of human
kind from Uitter moral. bankruptcy? !l:lhat nothing .can 
give Hfe and .peace and joy in time, and hope for all. 
eternity, but the deansing powel' ~f the .precious blood 
which flowed from the I'iven .. heart of Incarnate Deity? 

If that be the only 'remedy, wha.t then? What '.'violent 
language" can aaequately describe the c.rim~ of him who 
deSitroys ,the faith of tthe denizens of a ruined world in. 
the Bible, as the word of God? What language is too 
"violenit'~ 'to des'cribethe crimina;lity of men or move-

(Continued on page 6.) 
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~bt J arbi~· ~trttt ~ulpit 
A VICIOUS PROVERB vs. A VICTORIOUS PROPHECY. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached, in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday M'Orning, Feb. 18th, 1923. 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"And the word of the LOrd ,came unto me, s·aying, 
"Son of man, what is that proverb tha,t ye have in the land of Israel, saying, The days are .pro-

longed, and every vision faileth? . ' 
"Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord Goo; I will make this proverb to cease and they shall no 

more use it.as a provel'b in Israel; but sly unto them, The days are at ,hand, ·and the effect of every 
visiQn. . . . 

"F'or there shall be no more any vain vision n()r flattering . divination within the house of Israel. 
"For I am the Lord: I will speak, and the' word that I shall speak shall come to pass; it shall be 

no more prolonged: for in your days)· 0 rebellious house, will I say .the word, and will perform it, saith 
the .Lord God."-Ezelkiel 12: 21-25 •. 

There is a very i·nteresting chaJpter of his,tory behind 
.this striking text; and when thts sermon .is prinfted. I 
want. you to study it 'again and espedally Ito. read the 
last two chapters oIf II Ohronicles, and the l'a'Sit three 
cha(pters nf II Kings, and in J erem'iah's prQphecy from 
the t'wenty-eight~ cha'p-ter' to tlhe f,o·ntieth ehapter. 
With that historical setting clearly in your mind you 
wilill l~e albIe, I think, to' find for yourselves· inr,portant 
Slpiritual 1ess'Ons in the passa'ge whi,ch I have se~elcted 
a's a text: . 
'. God's-chosen people of fhe ancient time occu~~ed a 
pos·i'tion in the divine purpose analOigou'S to that of the 
church of the. New Testament dispensation. They 
~'ere a peop.le ·separated unto God; and their national 
pla,ce 'Of worship was·· a pI-ace whi,ch He had chosen to 
set His name there.: "Mine house shall be called an 
house of prayer f.or a'JIl people." But this separated 
people had graduaHy departed f'rom the way1s of the 
Lord. The text has sRecial reference to the kin·gdom 

. of Judah, whk,h had wandered from Him; and becawse 
of their religious declension their polititcal condition . 
waxed worse un:til they we're threatened with mu'lti
pQying calamities; bu1 insltead.oIf turning to the Lord, 
instead of repenl1:ing, and seekinlg His face and· favour, 

. . they formed numerous· poHtical a%ian:ces and resorted 
. ~o every conceivable poEtkal expedJienif: in order to 

av,ert the troub'les whiC'h were raJptidlr coming upon 
them. Hut the one thing that would have saved them, 
thalt wou.ld have res-to,red thdr political influence and 
given, them a divinely appointed pil3Jce among the 
nations, was the one thing they r,efU'sed to do: ,they 
refused to hear the Word of the Lord, a.lld to· obey His 
voice' at the mouth or His Ip'rophets. They had become 
perver'-ted; they l,aughed at· fhe Word of the Llord; 
'they said, "T.he days are prolonged, and every vision 
·faileth. It is useless to .believe what the prophets say, 
to depend upon. ~ny divine revellla:tion. Look after 
YoOurselves. \,\T ork 01,11t your own salvation." 

In suC'h a time this word of the Lord came t~ Ezekiel 
the prophet And t,he tilmes to which this· text refers 
were closely analogous toO the spiritual condition of t'he 
Church oIf Chri'st to-day. Beyond aU question we are 
~iving in a day oIf ap.praUing llIPostasy, when from ,t'hous
ands ()If pU'~pits a-' word is bein'g sp,61ken that woU'ld 

equal in its anta'gonism· toward the Word of the Lord 
the worst utterances' of Robert Ingersoll, and Voltaire, 
and Tom Paine. The devil doOes not need men,of that 
sort to-day, for the land is fuUof men who are doing 
their business; but who are called Dot,trors of Divinity, 
and Pro'fessors oIf Theo1ogy, and' Ministers ()If the 
Gospell. T'he pro-ifes'sing ChUl1Ch, mean.while, 'like Judah 
of old, is resorting to aill\: sorts of exPedients in order 
to recover its failing spiritual strength. 

11 
Here then is the case descrihed in this text, that 

WHEN U NBEUEF. P,REVAILS THE ALLEGED U NTRUST
WORTHI~ESS OF TilE WORD OF GOD BECOMES PROVERBIAL. 
It was upon everybody's lips in Judah-the priests and 
those who followed them, the king upon his throne, the 
princes who attended his court, and the humblest servants 
in ·the land, they all said the same thing: "The days 
are prolonged, and every vision f3Jileth." Which; being, 
interpreted, meant, "You are ho.pelessly behind the time' . 
if yoOU are foolish enough to suppose that God is speak
ing by the mouth Qf Jeremiah, or 'by any other pl'ophet." 
It had become proverbi'al in Judah that the Word of the 
Lord w·as not to be believed, was not to be relied upon . 
LO()lk at the pal1ticular period to which our text refers . 
It found ,its fulfilment in the days of Zedekiah, the last 
of Jud:aJh's kings before the Baibylonian captivity; and the 
outstanding 'ch~ra~teristi,c of that period was that they 
mocked the Word of the Lord. It mattered not what 
.prophet He. sent toO them, "rising Uip ·betimes and send
ing," multiplying His messengers qec3JUse lIe loveO. the 
people; ,caUing .them to repentance, threatening them with 
judgment, telling them that the Kiillg of Balbyolon would· 
certainly' come and C'arry them awayoaptive into another 

: land; declaring to them tthat because of their sin, God 
would have no pity, even on His own house, hut that H.e 
would permit. the stranger, and 1Jh.e alien to come and to 
carry away its precious vessels and all its furniture of 
gdld 'and burn the glorious ,house itse\lf with fire, as an 
evidence of Ithe departure ·0;£ His favour. Although in 
plain and unmistake3Jble language prophet after prophet 

. )Varned the people .that thu~ it shou1d be, they turned a 
deaf ear to it, and refused to hear Qne word from God. 
They said, "rhe days 'are prolonged, ·and every vi~ion 
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faileth.-We ha:ve heard that before, and we do not he-
. lieve a word of i1t." . 

During one period in !Which God ca:me to Jeremiah he 
was'shut up, and he could not go ·into the house of the 
Lord. Therefore he.seQ.t for Baruch the scrihe,. in obedi
ence to the Lor:d's command, and the Lord spoke His 
words into the ear anq into the heart of Jeremiah, and 
Jeremiah-dictated the words-not the word-that he had 
heard from the mouth of J ehova:h Ito Baruah the scribe. 
If you want t.o know what inspiration is, read the thirty
sixth chapt"er of Jerem-iah. "This 'Woro came unto Jere
miah from ~he Lord, saying, Take thee a roll of a book, 
and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto 
th~e. against Judah, . . . ,<!-rid Baruch wrote from 
the mouth of Jeremiah the words of the Lord, which he 
had spo~en unto him,. upon a roll of a book." He actually 
diCtated the words to Jeremiah, and Jeremialh repeated 
God's words to Ba:ru.ch, and Baruch wrote down, word 
for word, as the prophet .got it from the mouth of the 
Lord. "And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am 
shurt: up; I cannot go into the house of the Lord; there
.fore go thou, arid read in the roll, whi-ch thou hast written 
from my mouth, the words of the l;ot1d in the ears of 
the people in the Lord's house." He took the roll, and 
he read it to the people, and it was reported to the 
princes, and they sent -for Baruch and ~hey asked him to 
read it over again. He read the roll again in the ears of 
the princes,. and they said, "We will surely tell the king' 
of all these words." 

'vailing atti,tude toward 'the Word of-God ~s the result, 
not of a truer scholarship, but of a denser spir-ittuaJ 
darknes's, that it is because "the god -of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them that beIieve not." 

Thus it ,came to pa:ss that in' ,that day the prophets 
of t~-~ Lord were subjected to the greatest indigm-ty. ' 
Poor J eremia'h! I have heard some preachers say, "I 
am not a Jeremiah." I shoul'dcount it -the greatest 
honour that God could confer upon any man to make 
him a.Jeremiah. What was Jere~i'ah? He was simply 
a prophet who heard the Word of the Lord, and had 
the ,daring to tell the people exactly what' God had 
s-aid·. That 'Iis, all. Jeremiah ·did' not 'bring the judg
ments. He exerted himself. to the utmost to ,av,ert 
them; ,but he ddd say, "As God ·is 'true, if you do not 
turn frQm your sins and bo-w Ibefore God and obey 
His voi'ce, judgment will come, and the ki·ng of Ba'by
Ion will come and take you away." And because he 
had! t'he :daring to say it he was arrested, he was put 
in prison, he was ca,st into the -dungeon; 'he was 
despised and rej-e-cted, scorned and deride'd, and his 
name -cast out. But I read to you to-day, in the ·J,ast 
chapter of the second hook of Chronides, how ,the king 
of Ba'bylon ,came "to fulfil, the word of the Lord !by 
the mouth of Jeremiah." Yet it had' tbecome proverbial 
that such judgment would never fall. And it is ,char-

, ~:cte'ristic of our day .also, that any IWqrd that speaks 
of judgment, whi.ch calls men to ,repentance; is· mad'e 
light of: "'Dh~ days are .pr-olonge'd,and every vision 
faileth." 

II. 
So they went and told Jehoiakim, fo-r he was then 

king-it !Was a short time 'before the -days of Zedekiah;. 
but the 'sa.-me general conditions obtained-and the 
king -sent Jehu.di to fet-ch the roll out of the scribe's , Now the question, is, VVlINt OUGHT OUR ATTITunt 
cham'ber and commanded him to read the rolll in his To Bt? In Ithese premises,. in these circumstances, what 
presence: "Now the' king sat in the wi'nter...!house in ought the disciple of the Lord Jesus' to do -in face of' 
the ninth month: and there was a fire on -the hearth this prevailing unbe1'ie'f that is becoming atmospheric? 
burning before him. And it came to pass, tha.-t when Men sneer.at the Word; and it is no ,exaggeratilOn to 
J ehudi had read three or four leaves, 'he cut it with say, that it is as proverbiaF in 'o,ur time, :a:s i-t was ·a -. 
the penknife, and ·cast it linto the fire that was on the r proverb ,in Judah; that the one thing to which no one 
hearth, until ·all the' roll was cons'umed dn th~ fi,re that 'need pay any attention, and which it w~re fony 'ever 
wa's on the hearth." Three of the princes filled with to -expect to see ful'fiUed, is the Word of -the L'ord. 
alarm at the king's defiance of God "made intercession Well, in the first plate, be sure to be attentive to, the 
that he would not burn the roll: but he would not hear Word of the Lord yourself. In that very day-Ezekiel 
them;" -and he 'burned the roll in thie fire. Then God is sp·e,aking-"the' word of the Lord came unto me, 

, caned Jeremiah again. Remember, if you were ,to saying." Ah! my, brother,' it iSI posSlible to hear the 
burn ,every BilbJie in the fire to-night, there is not one Word 'Of the Lord still; to feel what Bunyan used' to 
syllable of :in -that is in that Book that lis not in the eaU "the go-ings of God upon our sp'irits"; -it is possible 
mind of God: "For ever, ,0 Lord, tlhy word ·is settled in to listen to the v'oi-c·e bf divine 'revelation, to the vo-j.ce 
heaven." The scri:ptures were not tPt:eserved ~n monas- of inspiration, to the reveI-ati'on of ,God recorded- ,in this 
teries, or other earthly repositories, 'the' text of them was, WOl"d. I urg-e upon everyone of you this morning, 
but the Word of the Lord is' settled ~n heaven! He sent Whatever dose you do, ,t.hat you be careful to keep your 
for Jeremia'h 'and said, '''Take thee again another roll, ear open to the Word IQf the Lo·rd; no matter what 
and writ-e ,in it all the. for,mer wor:ds that wer·e in the men may say, see that you give heed to -the voice of 
first roN;" ·~nd· he w:rote it again and the Sc!i'pture His Word. . ' " 
was preserved; for it wa~ "the wOl"d of the Lord that And you stud'ent~ .. I want you to ·foUbw me for, a 
liveth and abideth for ,ever.", minute,' i.f you will: what els-e a~e you to do?' W'eU, 

And what Jeh6iakim did people 'are doing ,to-day, as you listen to the Wo,rd of the Lord you will find 
:especially wh:en they 'hav'e read three ·or four leaves. If that the Lord knows all' about what i~ going on; for when 
some people had the s'ense to read the who'le ro1'1 they Ezeki-el listened the Uord said, "What·is that tpl"'Overo 
would not 'burn' it. But sOIIJe'b'ody has read three or that ye have in the land of Israel, 'saying, The -days 
four leaves and ,ne thinks he knows it all. Do not 'be . are prelo11'ged, and ·every vrision fai,J.eth ?-What is that 
afraid of the cr:irt:ics, my friend. I -was once. I really that every' man is' repeating like a ,parrot to hi,s neigh
thought they must hav.e found a secret door some- bour? I have· heard it on the strelets, and-in the t'emple, 
wl:).ere, ,that they surely had learned something that· and in the pal-ace. ,Do the p.eopl1e think I -do n'Ot know 
some 6f the res-t of us were ignorant of. The more, what they are say,ing? Do they:su'ppose that I do not 
I know of it the moore persuaded I am that the pre- know tijat the di'sregard of My Word· has 'become 
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prov'eribial? W'l'lat is that proverb that yQU hav'e down 
there, saying, The days: are prQIQnged, and every visiQn 
~atjleth ?" SQrtie yQung man says, "NO', sir; I cQnfes'S 
I dO' nQt give as much time ,to' the 'study Qf the Bible 
as I ought to' dO', because my professor recQmmends 
me to' read SO' many bQoks' in Qrder that I may keep 
a'breast Qf the tim~." DQn't yQU wish that 'there were 
SQme 'SQrt Qf an encyd'Opaedia whkh . CQuid give yQU 
the latest 'c'OnclusiQns Qf all the mQdern pl'OfessQr~ '5"0' 

that yQU ·CQuld read ,them aU in one bQok? It WQuid 
save you a lQt 'Of 'mQney if you CQulod read the whQle 
stQry Qf this apQst,asy from 'beginning to' end, and knQw 
the 'heart ,of it, un Qne bQQk. vVQul'd yQU like to' d'O it? 
If SO', thi,s is the 'BQ'Ok', There is nQt a thing whi,ch 
any 'blinded profes:sQr has ev'er written that is not 
anticipated here. His fQlly is described, and' his end 
is revealed. And if yQ.u want to" ·l)e a,breast 'Qf the 
time, if" yQU wlQuld be prepared to', meet ,every PQssible 
emergency, to have an answer fQr every criticism of 

· the Word of the Lord, then read GQd's Word. YQU 
will find that. ·this priilcipl'e .everywhere obtains, fQr 
when y'OU .. have put down the latest bQQk written in 
oPPQsitiQn to GQd's Word, and y'OU Qpen yQur Bihle 
yQU win .find the Bible saying, ".Didn't I tell yQU that 
before, that men WQuid say that very thing?" I ,think, 
indeed, I 'can. teN. yQU where you .can find it all in a 
few verses in the third chapter Qf Genesis.· Yes, God 
can, answer all the s'ceptical writers' of all ,time' in a 
few words, 'even as only four words were neces'sa·ry to 

:dispel the darkness in the beginning. Ev,ery 's'olitary 
· thing that Modernism 'has- 'ever said is anticipated in 
the first five ver'se'S of the third 'chapter Qf Genesis: 
"Y,ea, hath GQd saJid?"-questiQning the fact Qf revda
tiQn; "Ye shall nQt surely ·die"-:-denying the truth 'Of 
revelatiQn; "God doth know that in the day ye eat 
thereQf, then your eyes shall :be ,Qpened, and ye shall 
be ,as gQds, knQwing good and eviV'-"And if that is 
the VVQrd Qf GQd, I WQuld! nQt have such a GQd -as 
that," laying its protest against the very throne Qf 
GQd, and attacking the ,character 'Of GQd. That is 
Modernism, all epitQmized ,in that first lie 0.£ the devil. 
I have Qften said tliat he told Qne lie and ,it was ,so 
successful that he has 'been ,engaged in making new 
clQthe!l for it ever since.. Ther'e has· never been a new 
tl:ting since: it is aBo 'epitomized, ,it ,is summarized ,there. 
And if you but hear the vVord OIf the Lord you will 
hear Him saying, as ',each new book is issued, "What· 
is that prQverb that ye, have in the' land ?". He knows 
all abQut h,' '}-Qng before the bQ'Ok ~s rev.iewed in the 
magazili.es. 

. But how shall 'We meet itf' What are you young men 
going to do' about i,t? I wish I CQu'ld set this Qut before 
you in blazing letters: 'I'TE'LL THEM THEREFORE, THUS 
SAITH ~'HE LORD GOD." That is how 11:0 meet it. "They 

· have s:aid that- My Wor,d will nQt be fulfilled, give tlJem 
more of it. Tell them therefor'e, Thus saith the LQrd 
GQd.". There is nothing like the vVord Qf the LQrd to 
meet mQdern. unbelief. I have 'a .qe.epening cQnviction 
that the LQrd knows hQW to take car·e Qf His Qwn 
W-ord, and that He is nQt dependent upon QUI' reason
!ing, Qr upon QUI' scholar:ship. There is a place for the 
defence of the truth. I was gl'ea't1:y i'mlpressed in read
ing sever·al chapte'rs .Qf Jeremiah, including the thirty
sixth, in the early 'hQurs this mQrning; it thrilled me 
again and ,again. Jeremiah seems to have 'served as a 

st,enographer. As though God ,said, "JeremiaJh, cease 
from argument. Listen to, what I say to' you and write 
it dQwn .. I ,,,in t~H you whalt to say." That is what 
God 'wants us to' do. He said the same to .Ezekiel: 
"Tell them thel'ef'Ore, 'Dhus saith the Lord' God." "Is 
nQt my word like as a fire? saitl~ the Lord; and ,like 
a !hammer that ~reaketh' the mck to pieces?" vVhen 
Almightiness wielded that Word, "T:hus sait'h the 
LQrd," I have seen 1't smash people to pieces before. 
Do not 'be afraid toO quote Scripture. "Oh ·that C!ld
fashiQned, proof-text method, just qu'O.ting Scriptur'e! 

-Be sup-erio,r to' that, you must l'eason men into the 
truth." Read your New Test-amenlt again and see how' 
the divinely inspired writers used the despis'ed "proof
text methQd," pro,ving every position 'by quoting Scrip
ture. The first chapter of'the Episde to the Hebrews 
is nearly 'aU qu'Otations from the Old T'esta:men.t. That 
is whalt we must do :-give men more ·and more of the 
Wor-d. of the Lord. . 

III. 
AND WHAT THEN WILL GOD Do? Unbelief ridicules 

the Wor·d: -faith i.s to' liear the Word and declare ,it. 
And if we do it, what will GQd do? "I will make this 
proverb t'O ceas,e,. 'and they. shall no more use i,t as a 
proverb ,in Israel; 'but say unto them, The days' are at 
hand, and the effect of every. vision."-"They say, 
Every vision faileth, 'but I will fullfil every visi'On. You 
go and tell them that the ,day is' .coming when they 
wil'l run for shelter. Tell them that the day is -coming 
when I will make ,that proverb to' cease, and no man 
in Judah shal'l dare to say that again, ,in the day when 
My judgmen'ts are abroad." 

Thus. it wa.s in the c,a,se of Zed'eki,ah. If you will 
read this whQI:e Fhapter, the twelfth 'Of Ezekiel, at your 
leisure, you will find that God ·came to Ezekiel,· and 
said, "Prepare thee ·stuff fQr r'emoViing, ,and remove by 
day ih ,their sight, and thou shalt remove from thy 
place to' another place in their s.ight: it may be they 
wi,lI ,consider, though they be a I"elbelHQus hQuse. Then 
shalt thou brin.g f'Orth .thy stuff by -day in their sight, 
as s,tuff for removing: and thou shalt go forth 
at even ,in their sight, as they that go' forth intoc'ap
tivity. Dig thou through the wall .in their sight, and 
carry out thereby. In their s,ight shah thou bear it 
upon thy shQulders, and carry it f'Orth in. the twilight: 
thou sha'lt cover thy.,face, that thou see not the ground: 
for I ,have set thee for a sign untO'. the house Qf lsr,ael. 
. . . And the' prince that is amQng -them, shall bear 
up'On his shoulder in ,the ,twilight, and shall go forth: 
they shall dig through the waH tq car:ry Qut thereby.: 
he shaH cover 'his face, tp,·at he see not the ground with. 
his eyes . . . I will !bring him to' Babyl'On to the 
loand of ·the Chalaea~·S'-mark this-yet he shal~ not see . 
it, th~ugh he .shall die there."-"Tell Z,e,dekiah I will 
bring him -to Ba'bY'loIlJ, but he shall never see the -city: . 
he shaH die ~n the city that he has never seen." They 
put the prdphets in prison for saying tha't; and yet 
king N ebuchadnezzar c,aome and he to' ok Z'edekiah 'and 
he sl'ew his sons before his eyes', and he gouged out 
the eyes of the king of Judah and bound him with f.et
ters of bra.ss ,and literally took him ,into his 'capital oity 
a blind man, 'and he died in th.at far-Qff country. 

Good always keeps His word. When the ·peQple mur
mured and they asked ,for flesh and the Lor.d .promised 
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it to them, Moses said, "The people, among whom I 
a~, 'are six hun.dred thousand footmen; and thou Ihast 
said, I will give them flesh, that they may eat a whole 
month. Shall the flocks and the' herds be slaqn for 
them, to suffice them? or SlhaH all the fish of the 's'ea 
be gathered together for t'hem, to suffice thein? And 
the Lord said unto Moses, Is the Lord's hand waxed 
sh'ort? thou shalt see now whether my w·ord shall 
come t'O pass unto' thee or not."-"You ehaHenge me, 
do you, Moses? I will show you that when I make 
a promise I can keep it.'" "And there went f'orth ·a 
wind from the Llord, and brought quails from the sea," 
and· Cl'Od kept His word. . ' 

"W'ell," somebody says, "I do not hold ,any. official 
'position, but I would like to ,do my part in proving 
that God's vVmd is true. I wish you would tell me 
something that I cimdo. I w~sh you would tell me' 
how I can have a part in 'this' great battle, just to be 
God's instrument ·so· th.at He can thro1,1gh m.e show 
that His \i\Tord is true." I wiU give you a simple story. 
There were three young men in ·a gr.eat 'City far away 
from home, captives in a fOlI"eign land. They had found' 
f.avour with the king, '''and the k~ng appointed them a 
d'aily provision 'oi the king's meat, and o.f the wine 
which. he drank. '.' . But Daniel purposed .in his 
heart that he would not defile himself with the portion 
of the king's me'at, nOr with the wine which he drank; 
therefore he requested of the prince of the ,eunuchs that 

: he might not defile hims'elf.. Now God had brought 
Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of 
the eunuchs. And the pr.ince of the ·eunuchs said unto 
Daniel, I ,fear my lord the king, who hath appointed 
Y'our meat and your drink: for why should he s'ee your 

'faces worse li~'ing than the children which ar·e 'Olf ,Your 
sort? then shal,l y,e make m~ endanger my head to the 
king." "But," said Dflniel, ",ve 'are trustin.g the Lord. 
vVe are doing this in obedience to Him. We believe 
that God can make puls;e and water minister to our 
bodies just as well as the finest meat from the king's 
table. Just give us ten ,days' on pulse and water ,and 
see what the Lord does for us." '''So he consented to 
them in- this matter, ·and pr·oved them ten days. And 
at the end of ten days their countenanc'es appeared 
fairer and f.atter in flesh than all -the childr·en which' 
did 'e'a:t the po·rtion 'of the king's meat." The Lord 
vindicated the trust of His' people; and the prince of 
the ennuchs had n'9thing more to say. 

We hav,e been talking about the necessity 'of 'a sepa
rated life, of giving ourselves up to the service ·of the 
L91'd and finding all our joy in Him. Butsome'body 
says, "You cannot interest young pe,ople othM way. 
You ,cannot hold the qil1'ter:est ,of young 'people by purely 
religious services. The'chul"ch .must pr.ovide some 
form of 'entertainment if young people are to be kept 
in the church." Our answer is this: "W'e ,are going' to 
prove God. vVe are going to £oeed our so.uls on pulse 
and water, and keep true to God." ·Others may have 
wine and meat from the world's table; ,but we will 
. choose simpler f.are. And' what will happen? I ven-. 
ture to 'say that our countenances wiU be ,fairer at ,the 
end of the· time than an th'ose who feed at the world's 
banqueting house. The pr.inciple .is this: God says, 
"You obey My Word, and' I will look after therest. 
You do what I tell you 'to d'o, ,and I will vindicate your 
trust." . 

And there W3lS Peter: he tramped upon all his own 
pr·ejudices and the prejudic~s of ·J?is Jewis,h feHow 
apostles and .d'i s'ci pie'S, and he actually went to the 
Gentiles and pr·eached the gospel I £oancyas ·he went 
-I think we ate justified in reading between the l,i.nes 
-I fancy as 'he went, foHow,ing'1lhose men to ·Caes,area, 
he ~said, "I wonder what Joames wiH' say about this? I 
wonder wh3lt John will have to say? I expect l .shall 
hav·e a great time meeting ,the other ,apostles when -they 
kno·w that I have been preaching the gospel 'to the 
Gentiles .. I shaH have my hand's .full ·explaining my 
course/'But he went in o'bedience to God"s 'call; and . 
as he preached the gospel the Holy Ghost fell ·on aU 
them that 'heard the Word. "But when Peter was 
come up ·1'0' Jerus'alem, they that were of 'the 'circum
cision contended with him." He told them of bis 
viSJi,orn" and how he ob.eyed the Lord, and he ·said, "The 
Lord gave them the Holy Ghost a's He 'did unto us. 
That is my answer; that is the vindication 'Of -my 
course. I did what God .told me to do, and He gave 
the Holy Ghost." J:Ie always will. He w,ill -make the 
provertb to cease, He will stop the mouths of the 
gainsaye·rs. 
. I remember some years ago when I h3ld 'been much 
exercised a'bout these things--:-not in 'tihe 's'ense 'Of ever 
being tempted to adopt the modern view 'of the Bible 

· -'but I had been much exer·cisedilibout ho.w to,me·et 
it. I was in Chicago and I went to Harry Munro's. 
mission-the P:adfic Garden Mission. I .found the 

. plia:ce 'was .full of .the pres'ence of God. ~ ~at at the 
ba1ck, and Harry Munro recogn.ized the friend wlho 

· was with me, and' called Ihim up to the 'platlform. I 
went up with him, and he 'S'aq,d, "Praise the Lord! The 
L'Ord 'sent y.ou. You. must :preach to-night." '!1he 

· place was full of "toughs," ·and s'O:me who had been 
"toughs," :and some who had spent years behind prison 
bars. After ,the address, they told of whall: the graee 
of God had ·done, and as I went 'away ,from the MiSlS~'Oon 
that night-I -do lTot know how many were converted, 
but a large number 'c'ame forward-as I walked a way 
from the Mission that night, I said to my friend, "In 
t'he light of that, it seems a waste 'of time to read 
some 'hooks. Don't y.ou think when you actually come 

· into -the prese'11'ce o'f God Himself, and the power of 
the Holy Ghost rests u:pon His prea'ohed 'W ord, every 
doubt as to the ins'P,irat·ion and authority o'f the Bilble 
is burned up?" And i:t is. r be'lieve that in' that one 
respect many defenders olf the faith are. in danger 
of failing. Those 0'£ us who stand for the defence of 
the gospel, and who "eanlestly contend for the faitlh 
whi·ch was once for all delivered to the saints," are 
in danger of thinking ,that we make progress ,by read
ing ·books albout ,it, or by prea~hing sermons about it;· 
or ,by arguing about it. I am coming to the 'convic-tion 
that the one way to deife~d the Word of God is to live 
in su'ch reliationsihijp' to God that He can !prove His 
own Word; and I bel-ieve·'that wh.at we need to-day 
is more prayer ra·ther t'halJ, 'more preaching; and pos
sibly, less time spent at the study-ta'ble and more 
upon' our knees 'before God,crying mightily to God 
that He w;'lI come down and make the proverb to cease 
by ftl/lfilling His own . Word. . 

I want -to tell you w'ha:t happened. last ni·g'ht. 'We 
had a most' gracious meeting of prayer; God, the 
.Spirit, w.as there in wqnderiul' measure, 'and two
third's of tl:te chairs in the .front row right in front of 
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my table were occupied by men and ·boys. As ,one 
a'tter anO'ther prayed, I heard as I wa's 'bowed ·in prayer 
somebody saying, "Amen-Amen-Amen." I opened 
my eyes and I s,aw two boys'-two brothers-recently 
conver,ted, per'fectIy· uncons'Cious of all· their surroun'd
ings, hut 'l'Ost in prayer, and sayi:ng "Amen" to the 
peti,tions of men of years. I Itold 1!hose boys alt tlhe 
diose o:f the service ,that their respons'e to . .the prayers 
of; G<?d's' people brought 'an 'inde'S'cflibable 'blessin'g to 
my own s'Oul. 

"Tell them therefore, Thus saioth the Lord God,; 
I will make this proverlb to 'cease Wlhi'ch says that 
young peOlple 'cannot be interested in Jesus Chris't. 
I will make ·1!hetm interested in Me. I will so fiJil their 
hearts with the Holy Spirit that t~ey will say-

'My he-art ref~seth joys like these, 
Since I have known the Lord'." 

What .slhan we do? Just go on ,praying 'for a re
vival. I 'am sure ,it wiII come: If God would hon'Our 
us by sending it to thi.So p'lwce-in some mea'sure the 
bllessing is here, 'but it is only just the beginning of 
'blessing-"="i'f God would: honour us by sending it' to 
t'his pI-a'ce,· I think we 'Would ,praise Him' for ever. I 
wish you had aJ:I·:been here on Thursday ni'ght. There 
was a man with us who was 'converted rubout 'four 
months ago. His H,ttle boy was 'caII~dJ suddenly home, 

. and he was 'convet.ted 'at that time. He was 'ba,ptized 
here; and the next week he went up to a little town 
severa'l m~les north Olf Toronto. I fe'1t 'Concerned 
alboult him, as he was .only a 'babe in Chri'st; 'but he 
started immediaitely to wotik for the Lord. He ga:ther
ed 'a ,few people in his 'own house for prayer, and he 
soon ibeca'me ,the centre of a prayer-ciflclle. Las't Thurs
day. ni'ght he 'came to our meeting and told us of the 
revival that had ibreiken out in one of ,the 'churches
nO't a Bapltist Ichur-ch, ,there is no Bruptis,t 'churdh in 
the town-and seventy had ,been Iconverted. He told 
of one man who wou,ld not Igo near the chuflch, and he 
said, "The Lord gave me ,the assurance that he would· 
ma'ke him 'come." And He did.! He said, "I enJoy 
the ,prayer-meetings, ·but not 'haH as much as I enjoy 
praying when I am ,alone with God."- He had just 
beenconv·erted 'and 'baptized when he was called out 
of town: "They thalt were scattered abroad went 
everywhe!e IPrea'c'hi11lg the wonl." And it may .be tha·t 

. God· wiN humble us in the' dust, that He wiII not give 
us any 'credit at aliI; it may 'be 'eba't He will let us be 
His remembran'Cers; and that while we pmy He will 
bless .India and China and Alfri-ca and ,the Islands of 
the sea, and no one wiII know 'but God ·.tha~ we have 
had anything to do with it. Only 'let us 'believe He 
hears us. Let us trust Him; and keelp on ,praying that 
God wHI vindi'CaJte His own W'ord and make the 
IProverb to -cease. 

In 1!he last lboolk: of the Bilble we hear Him say, "Be
holJid, I come 'qukkly." Let. us answer,. "Even so, 

'come, Lord J esUls." Then the prover-b will -cease. I 
am not at aU disturlbed by sUich ,publications as the 
Methodist -c'hUI1C'h has issued, whiloh say >1'ha:t Christ is 
not coming again. I know He is ,coming! Woe be to 
those w.ho 'have said He will not 'Come, when He 
comes! But we are forewarned "That there sha:Ji1 
come in the last .days SICoffers, walking aJf.ter their own 
i,usts, .and saying, 'W'here is' the promise of .his 'Com
ing? ,for since -the ,fathers fell aslee!p, a11 thmgs 'con-

tinue as they were frOlm the 'begiiming of the cre
ation." Such sneers have become proverbial; ;but the 
Lord Jesus. sha:1l 'be reveaJled from heaven with :his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance ,on, 
them ,that know not God, a·nd thato'bey not the -gospel 
of our Lord Jesus ,Chris,t-and ,then He wiiH make the 
IProverib to 'cease. 

Therefore, let' us ·resol've thwt we wiH ,commit our-" 
selves to tIle Lord; we will 'burn-as I sa,id a ,couple 
of Sunday mornings ago-we wiH hum all our 
.bridges 'behind us; we w~1I depend t~pon God a'lone, 
and wait until He shaH be gra;cious to us. And I am 
sure He will honour us thus far in Ipermitting us to 
Ibe used in some measure ·to hring glory to His 'great 
Name. 

"VIOLENT LANGUAGE". 
(Continued from page 1.) 

ments which would take possession qf tlhe schools, and 
make Iblind tlhe eyes 'Of 'little chi'ldren so that .they shall 

'never behold His star whi,dh leads to Bethlehem's 
manger? \Vhat language is too "violent" adequately to 
appra,ise the heinousness 'Of the crirp.e of corrupting the 
·minds of the yo~,ng, 'Of {;ommandeering school-s, colleges, 
universities, chuoches, the printing press, the radio, ·and 
every 'Other imaginable instrument, in 'Order to'sUlbvert. 
the faith of men and women and little ohildren, and turn 
tJheir hearts away from God and away from !the only 
re,nedy for, the world's ilIs? 

Without apology to our not 'wholly ungradous contem
P'Orary, The T-Vitness and Canadian Homestead, we 
claim the right to address men who are thus engaged in. 
effoct~ng the ruin of men f'Or time and eternity in the 
words 'Of the Lord Himself, "Ye ·ser.pents, ye generation. 
of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?" 

Why is it that men advocate soft speedh in ,these mat
ters? There can be but one answer: when the things of 
,'the spiritual 'World become as real as submarines and 
bomlbing aeroplanes and thei'r vi,rom'S, wlhen the murder 
of a'.soul is as vividly realized as the ci'imes of Hickman, 
'Or Loeb or Leopold--when, indeed, men a'ctuaIIy believe" 
.the Bible .to be God's word, and therefore to ·be true,.. 
they wiII find nQ language 'too strong with which to des
cribe the s:in of rebelliQn against God. 

DR. SHIELDS IN 'lJES MoOIN·ES. 
Dr. Shields, with four 'Other members of the Board,. 

returned to Des Moines Universnty, Monday, ,May 27th. 
Witness readers may expect an editor.ial on Des Moines 
matters in next week's issue. 

Books by Dr. ShIeldS 
"THE ADVENTURES OF A MODERN 
YOUNG MAN." 

"CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT." 

"THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL OF 
HISTORY." 

Price Fif~ cents a: volume postpaid. 
Order from The Gospel Witness, 1-30 
Gerrard St. East, Toronto, Canada. 
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tb~ altar :I1irt 
By Rev. T. I. Stoclcley, D.D., I!ean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

Sunday, June 2nd. of it we know. They went back saying. 
The Holy Day.- Re1J.i:4-18 "We have found the Messlas, who is call~ 

It is out of God's lar.ge-hearted love ed Christ"; and out of it there came not 
that the gift of this day comes .. The only their own discipleship,.,but also the 
command to keep 'holy one day out of discipleship of .thousands more·. The out
every week. has, like all His command'- comE! of that afternoon was thous·ands 
ments, a blessing underneath it. This of converted souls, thousands of trans
quiet resting-day in the midst of worldly formed lives, thousands of heroic deaths. 
care and toil ought to be to me the Day and .thousands of. songs in heaven. -
of days, the, happiest,. as well as the Wednesday, June 5th. 
holiest, of all t1!e seven. Even as a day 
of physical rest from labour it is sweet. A Visiting Day.- Luke a:m1J :25-36 
As a day of spiritual uplifting -it IS bll- Let me remember that my Lord is pay
yond !loll price. Its sacred leisure lets me ing me a visit every day. Unseen, He 
rise nearer to God, and both soul and life is scrutinising my life every ·hour. And 
are wonderfully strengthened the.reby. if· it is a great question, "What do I think 
~t is. on~ of the ve~y olde'st of all religious. of . Christ 1" It is a far greater one 
1nstItutlOns, a rehc of Eden itself. The "What does Chri·st think of me" 1 ·i 
first mO.rning that ever dawned on man cannot escape the eye that is "like a 
was the morning of a Sabbath Day. flame of fire." Let me live so as not 
God's seventh day, it was man's first; to wish to escape it. But if I am ready 
and it has been an unmiA:£d blessing 'il'-er to welcome Him, what blessed hours J 
since where it ha·s. been kept as a sacred Il!-ightj spend-with :Jiim,.when, in the seclu
thing: a blessing to t.he 'wearied frame slon and freedom '!lnd mtimacy of home· 
a blessing to the jaded mind, a blessin~ converse with Him I bring to Him my 
to the care-encumbered spirit, a blessing doubts' and fears, my troubles and my 
to the too-often neglected soul. strivings, my repentances and my aspira

. Monday, June 3rd. ' 
, A Wonderful Day.- Luke a:ia: :1-10 

What a wonderful day that was in 
which Zaccheus heard the seeking Sav
iour say, "To-day I must abide at thy 
house." Zaccheus was now the host, and 
Christ the guest. Thinking of that, 1 
ask myself, "If He' should send me a 
message that He will visit my house 
to-day, how would I reply 1" ,Would J 
say, "I" pray thee have me excused"? 
Would I say, "Lord, I am too busy to
day; when I have a more convenient sea· 
son, I will send· for Thee" 1 or would J 
w.elcome Hi's coming with .great delight. 
and "receive him joyfully" as Zaccheus 
did 1. Would I say, "Lord, I am not 
worthy that Thou shouldst come under 
my roof; but if Thou comest I will gladly 
open wide the' door,' that Thou mayest 
sup with me, and I with, Thee" 1 Yet let 
me think again. That visit of Jesus to 
the house of Zaccheus was to be one of 
gracious love; but what if He proposes 
to come to mine on a visit of inspection 
only, to see what my life really is when 
I think myself alone 1 If, without an
nouncing a visit before'hand, He should 
stand in my house as suddenly and as 
mysteriously· as He stood in the upper 
room among the disciples when the doors 
were shut, how should I feel 1 

Tuesday, June 4th. 

tions, my perplexities, and my griefs! 
-How, heartened and strengthened, J 
would .go out next day to my appointed 
work! I would go, saying to myself 
every hour, "The Lord has appeared to 
me, and has given me Hls peace"; and I 
would carry about with me so unmistak
albly the fragrance of His preseiIlce that 
others would "take knowledge of me that 
I had been with olesus" and would per
haps be won to seek a like blessing for 
themselves. Eyen without .having actu
aUy had sU'ch a visit, I can imagine the 
joy of having it. 

Thursday, June' 6t11t. 
A Sanctifying Day.- John a:i1J:16-27 

It was a true report I heard- of Thee, 
.but the half had not been told- me; that 
day was to me like 'heaven begun." This 
jo~o~s home-c,onverse with Christ is my 
prIvIlege as often as I will: and it is 
not a mere flying vi·sit now and- then that 
He offers me. He says, "I must abide 
at thy house"; and I need this constant 
fello~ship if my life is to be strong and 
pure and glad. The "must" is on His 
side, for He knows that this alone will 
keep me trqe to Him. "Whoever else 
may abide in thy 'house, I must; there 
must always be room and welcome for 
Me.'.' And the "must' is on my .side too. 
I cannot do without His presence every 
hour. My constant prayer must be· 
"Abide with 'me"; for "Without Thee i 

Friday, June 7th. 

A Day of Love.- John a:v:1-17 
One of the marvellou-s sayings of that 

Christ to His disciples in the upper room 
was this: "As the Father hath loved' Me, 
so have I loved you." N ow the Father's 
love to Jesus-who can fathom that 1 It 
was love without beginning, love without 
m~asure, love without change, and love 
WIthout end. And so it might well be; 
but how can that love be just an illus
tration of His love to me 1 Whether as 
a Babe in Bethlehem, or a Youth in Naz
areth, or a W:r;estler in the desert, or a 
Teacher at Capernau-m, or a Sufferer in 
Gethsemane, or a Sacrifice on the hill of 
shame, He was ever the same to His 
~ather: a perfectly holy, perfectly obed
Ient, perfectly trustfiIl and therefore per
fectly beloved Son. There never was,one 
hour of His earthly life in which the 
F'ather lo.oking !lown at Him could not 
say, "This is My Beloved So~, in whom 
I am well pleased." But how should that 
all-perfect One say of me "so have r 
loved you" 1 I cannot fathom grace like 
that. Yet there 'the "words stand and 
they coinfort me; for they take me ~ut of 
Il!-yself, and throw "me into the strong 
embrace of "the everlasting arms," and' I 
f~el . sure that, ,whether woundIng me or 
healmg me, whethe·r showing me my sins 
or revealing to. ·me His grace whether' 
leading me along 'a sunlit path ~r leaving 
me, for a season, under lowering clouds 
~is love is flowing on like some strong 
rIver, the sam~ in 'winter's cold as in 
summer's heat, the' same in the dark 
night as at brilliant noon, too deep to 
freeze, too full, to run dry. 

Saturday, June 8th. ... 
A Quiet Day.- Mark 1Ji:30-44 

Perhaps in my busy days I sometimes 
l?nged for quie~er hours.. Here; in my 
SIckness, the Lord is giving me a time 
of seclusion that I may !have more inter
course with Him. He is calling me 
"apart into a desert place that I may 
rest awhile," and have Him teach me 
there the things of His k.ingdom. But he 
may be laying me aside for another pur
pose too: that 1; may "commune with my 
own heart on my bed and be still" till 
I can say,., "!n the multitude of my 
thoughts 'wlth}n me, Thy comforts de
light my soul." Let m'e be thankful if on 
my sick-bed, my conscience speaks to'me 
more .loudly than it used to do in mv 
days of health. That:will be a token fool ' 
good, just as, the tingling 'of a frostbitten 

Another Great Day.- John i:29-42 
It must have been a wonderful time for 

the first two disciples when they were 
with the Lord' Jesus in ·the home where 
He abode. Where it was, or whose it 
was, no record tells. A very humble 
hgme it must have been; but to them it 
was· more glorious than. an~ palace of a 
king. We know not· the length of that 
in~erview, nor, ,how, the, ,con":\'ersation, of 
the quiet hours went on; but the result 

cannot live" is ju-st as true as that "with- limb is the' .sign of return!ng life He 
out ~ee I cannot die." . O~ what a' may show me 'how many duties. ',ha;e 
so?thm,'i'. as ~ell as sanctIfYIng effect been left undischarged, how many' fail
th'lS abldi~ WIth me. would have upon my ures have marred my obedience, how 
soul~ . It mIght po~slbly chapge the whole many an idol I have allowed to stand in 
a~bltIon of my hfe, but It would cer- my heart-temple where He alone should 
tamlr change, t~e whole a~mosphere of have all my worship and all my trust. 
~y life, change It from stram and stres·s And when He begins the work'of tempie· 
mto calmness ~nd rest.. My ·hear.t would cleansing and idol.:breaking, my most 
then become hke a stIll mountam lake, favourite idol will be ·the first He das'hes 
sheltered by forests, and shut in by ·hills. down.' Selected. 

. , 
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't[bt .nlan .aptl~t Wltnt~~, 
These pages (8 and 9) are the, Authorized Official Organ of the Union of 'Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario 

and Quebec. . 

W. GO~DON BROWN, Editor" 

Communications for this department something' of that difficulty. Of course, cement blocks a~!i a frame house, but 
should be addressed direct to W. Gordon we have not begun to grasp the language at the present am waiting and figuring 
,Brown, BOil! 502, Orangeville, Ontario. yet; as we develop, I will indicate more out which building will, give the, .most 

of the language. 'Pigeon' English is service with the le·ast cost of repairs. 
]\fORE ABOUT LIBERIA. useless. Te,mporary buildings of native material 

OU"" Union of Regula.r Baptist Churches "Trade goods are of little value; the are all righ.t, but in this country they are 
of ,Ontario and Quebec :has officially only natives prefer money. Such is the com- eJ!:ceeding dear, that is, whim you esti
one forelgn missionary enterprize as petition that they sell native goods at ate the cost of labour, plus the cost of 
yet. It is our newly-formed mission to ,small margin of profit. Then, of course, native m'aterial; then the work alld 
Libel'ia, an almost totally untouched duty is very high on trade goods, ,but finish are never the same, and constant 
country, on the west coast of Africa. mission supplies come free of charge. repairs are necessary. As soon as I can 
Our two missionaries, Rev. A. J. Lewis "In closing I wish to state that the decide on the best and most suitable 
and Rev. H. L. Davey, both of them Word is taking effect in conviction. We type, 'I will write you. We are guided 
s,erved a term in Africa before going cannot make the tour of the villages, in our decisions by the experience of 

• out unde·r our Board. A letter. from Mr. owing to the rains, but we are sowing the Europeans who have' spe.nt many years 
Lewis, dated April 19th, gives the follow- seed as much as possible. This, we be- in the' country, also by the fact that we 
ing matters of interest: Iieve, is the gre~t work, and we I!olways do not want to over':burden our people at 

A~ Interior Work. keep the giving out .of the Wo~d fore- home.: 
"Our work is among the untouched most. Your suggestIOn concermng the Preaching. 

heathen. back of the coast, and we have evangelistic 'campaign is just the senti-
nothing to do at all with the coastal ment of Brother Davey and myself, and "While building operations are, taking 
work, except, as suggested before, in the we are glad to 'have a Sec!etary who up quite, a lot of ,our time, we are in no 
case of some young moan who desired to l~nows first-hand the real needs of t~e way neglecting our chief work, the 

k Th k fIlth preaching" of the Gospel. Weare finding 
train for the ministry and we couId give ~or . ,an yop. or ~ e encourag- our services better attended and the in-
him training; He would then leave us l~g words of .your letter and we are con- terest is growing. As this is the rice
and go on with a cnarge at the coa.st, tmually bearmg .up at the. Throne. . . . 
but we would not be responsible for his A number of behevers who have t!led to planting season, the people, men and 
work there. Our work, we feel, is purely help each other after th~ manner ~f ~he women, are all .out in their fields from 
an interior work, and that.is what we are work of Prophet Harns, are beggmg daybreak until dark; the consequence is 

t d t h th Th I d that they are usually too tired for even-
doing now. In view of this fact I be- us. 0.c0me an eac. em. e:a ;~ 
lieve that the station .now being estab- ~ald" How c.an ~h.e bhl!d lead the bhnd. ing services. 
lished will never have to be abandoned, We, he s~ud, are bhnd ourselves and Are They Firstfruits? 
but will always be our connecting link need te~chmg, how c~n ~e then teach "On Sunday last we visited a group 
with the farther-in. stations. The Train- others ? We feel thlS lS of t~e L~rd. of professing Christians who live in a 
ing School will be for the development They, a~e ~as~a pe~ple of the' mtenor, village some three-quarters-of-an-hour 
of native ministry for the interior, -as a~d. lt IS m hne Wltli our work. G;od walk from here. Just what they are, it 
you have suggested, but if it can be of grant t~at soon many s~ch COl?p~~les is difficult to say; they strongly favour 
use in training some called of God from may sprmg uP. over all ~hl~ sectIOn.. those who have come 'under the influence 
the coast, we feel that they should not be Another.let~r from ~lSS'lOnary Dav~y, of the Prophet Harris; that is, they have 
refused. The work of the native popu- dated ~pnl. 18th, contams the followmg erected a ·grass church house, and they 
lation of the interioT must be separate of speclal mterest: .have a table 'in front of the church, on 
from the present work of the coast, and Sl!outs of Joy. which rests the New Testament; they 
indeed that separation is now 'at work in ".Just a few lines to let you know how hold regular ,services. and appear to ·be 
the civil division of the country. The the work is pro·gressing. At the present most anxious to lead Christian lives. I 
possibilities are tremendous. With the time Bro. Lewis is rushing the erection' preached to them last Sunday afternoon. 
large strete,he's waiting for the Gospel, of his house as quickly as he can get and at the close of the service, their 
we are forced to pray for funds and the material.· The rains have commenced leadel," ,stood up and said that, on behalf 
power to meet the need. in real earnest, and one has to take ad- of the church, they wished.·to hand them-

A Hard Language. . vantage of any little fine spell to get selves over to us for further instruction 
"The difficulties of the language ,are busy and 'make hay while the sun in the Word of God. We were taken by 

great. The lan'guage I spoke in Angola shines'. Yesterday afternoon, we erect- ,surprise, but we told them that we were 
was quite easy com,pared to this Bassa ed the main poles' and· wall-plates. We delighted to see them so anxious to fol
tongue. They have a 'b' sound of which did this to the s'ound of much cheering low in the right way, and that if they 
the nearest in English would be 'kba'. and s-houting, not only because file plate~ so .desired, we would 'hold a catechumens 
It is very difficult. So fal,' we ha1e been and poles were heavy, but because our class each Sunday, and those who were 
able to get some portions of the gram- hearts were glad at the progress we were really interested could attend. and. as 
mar, and are trying. to use them. a;nd making and in the knowledge that we led ~y the Holy Spirit as to -their further 

• test them out. A man not being alb Ie to. had at last got -some definite work under walk, we could lifter a period of instuc
get the native tongue, would be able way. tion, if they so desired, fellowship them 
to speak through an inte'rpreter, but al- "I am busy getting my little plltch of in our church. It may be that we shall 
ways at a disadvantage. Again, they tree,s, bush, and gras'S cleaned off; then have the joy of baptizini ,these people 
split the verb ·in two and place the ob- as soon as Bro.' Lewi·s' house is finished and seeing them received - into church 
ject between. Fo'r example: I shall start wOl'k on mine. In the mean- members'hip as the firstfruits of the work 

Ni mia aw do de wo= time we have some sawyers .busy sawing of the Union of Regular Baptists in 
Ni (my) mia (tongue) aw (it) do (half trees into wall-plates and rafters; these Liberia. We feel s.ure this information 
verb 'tastes') de (things) wo (the other cap be drying out while Bro. Lewis is will I'ause .I!'l'E!at ;joy in the hearts of the 
half of the verb to 'taste'). '" building. I am not yet sure which will. members of the Board and also to our 

"Iiltontations abound, but you know be the best type of building. I favour Churches in general. 

1 
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Help 'This Leper. connection with the opening of thl! new eration. Only to attend this Convention 
'''1 am desirous of making an appeal. work. was to find this dis proven. For the com-

In one_of the towns nearby, there lives "On Saturday a thousand "invitations ing year the presic:ient is Rev. J. F. Holli
a leper; he is: in a dreadful condition. to the services were distributed, and on' day, pastor' of Fairbank Baptist Church, 
His' hands and feet are nearly eaten Sunday w~ 'opened fire'. Ten Baptists Toronto. New study courses have been 
.away. The other day he came' to me rallied to the new ca.use. Congregations adopted, and cards. containing them may 
.and begged of me to do something to re- grew from fifteen at .the fivst service to .be obtained from the secretary, Mr. 4. S. 
lieve his sufferings .. r Unfortunately we sixty-five on' the last Sunday night. White, 87 Murray St., Brantford, Ontario . 
. did not bring any specific remedy for Four lads raised their hands for prayer; ... ... ... ... . 
,cases of this kind, and 1 had to tell him a young woman, attending the United 

. -that the best 1 could do for him, would Church, accepted ·Christ; four Chris
be· to write to my friends at 'home and tians expressed th~ir desire to be ,bap
ask them if they could do anything .for tized; an Italian, who had broken away 
:him. 1 had quite a little experience from the Roman Catholic Church, was 
-treating lepers during my. service in deeply touched; a number who had been 
Northern Rhode·sia, and had the joy o~ mixed up in Russellism and other false 
:seeing some of those treated becoming teachings, were helped; a· Roman Catho
members 'of the Church, knd witnessIng lic girl accept.ed Christ and has been 
a good confession of faith. 1 wonder if bitterly opposed. She was locked in her 
;some Church, Sunday School,' Young room on Sunday night, and when she es
People's SoCiety, or 'even some individual caped, s·ome of her relatives followed 
:members of our Churches, would feel her to the meeting, and with curses and 
.glad -to' help us in this work; there are angry words :threatened to kill me, if 
other lepers in our district who would be we did not leave the girl alone. She 
;glad to be helped. If so, 1 would advise was given a medical exalllination by a 
that .they send out a quantity of Chaul- Roman Catholic physician. Her· rela· 
'moogra oil; this has been used with tives thought that ·she had been given 
.great success .in the treatment of this. 'dope', 'because she was so full of her 
awful disease. 1 offer this. as"a sugges- new-found joy in the Lord. Since the 
tion, and becaulile of the great need, for meetings closed, other circumstances 

<one cannot offer words of sympathy, and have combined to te·st her still further. 
pass on and forget those who suffc!r in Satan seems determined to keep this 
·this way. 1 hope some response will be' girl. Pray for her as she faces all the 
:forthcoming. diabolical machinery of Rome. 

It Is Worth While! . "Brother Allan writes th';lt there were 
"AlP glad to say that we are both be- !lmete~m present at the mIdweek meet

:ing kept in wonderful health, and we ~ng, and there was a good day last Sun-
'are most happy· in the w-ork. Tell the' ay. . 
]leople at home that the sacrifices they "If you ~n~w.·. the little group of 
.:are making to help this great work, are Fundamenta.hs.ts Ul, North Bay, you 
'more than worth while; and in the days would certamly love them .and remem
to come we shall be able to tell of the ber them before the throne. They have 
-work of the Spirit of God in the hearts a g~eat opportunity' in ,that northern 
.and lives of these people.. The work is city with its. se.v~nteen thousand souls. 
-worth while; pray on. It o1:lght to be our missionary base for 

"Hearty greetings to our President a large section of. the N orthland~" 
:and members of the Board, and to all the ... ... ... ... 
<churche~." 

... ... F.B.Y.P.A. CONVENTION ... , 
NORTH BAY. 

A host of young 'people, a fresh deter
mination to carry' the fight for the Gospel 

At our request Rev. J. F. Holliday has into the camp ·of our great enemy, 
"'written us an account of the work be- searching and inspiring messages from 
.gun by the Regular Baptists in North Dr. J. W. !}illon, of Shawnee, Oklahoma, 

, :Bay, for which, we are sure, our readers -these and other evidences of the preS-
'nave been waiting. . . ence of the Lord characterized the third 

I "Let me share with you the story of Annual Convention of the F.B.Y.P. As
now a Regular Baptist Mission was es- sociation of Ontario and Quebec. It is 
"'tablished in North Bay. It is another always hard to describe a good' Conven
,exalPple of answered prayer. Through tion to those who were not there. To say 
the winter mpnths a little group of real they missed it, is only to torture them! 
'Baptists met in North Bay to pray that Nevertheless, we ar~ sure that this is 
'a testimony might "be established in their the way that many of thbse who were 
city. Then it was laid on the hearts of there, felt about the folks 'back home. 
"FairbanK Baptists .to ,send forth one of Eleven hundred and fiye delegates 
their n)lmber to the North country, and were present, most of whom w~re. drawn 
'to be responsible for most of 'his support from other churches than the- great cen
,..during the summer months. A- young tral church in . which the convention met. 
man, .Robert Allan, felt led toward North We shall not soon forget the time of 

:-Bay, . Finally it was laid on the hearts prayer and praise conducted by Rev. 
·:of members of the Executive of the James Hall, of Ottawa. It seemed too 
'Union to open work in North Bay. good to stop, but then programmes are 

"Thus God moved on the hearts of programmes, and a speaker who has 
'three different groups, and thus it is not come thousands of miles, brought by the 
·surprising that 1 stepped off the train providence of the good Lord, ought to be 
with Brother A11an on Friday, May 3rd, heard! . 
'in the Gateway City of the Noz:t;h, to con- It is a common .hue and cry that the 
,duct a weeK: of .ewngelistic meetings in old Gospel will not hold the younger gen-

IN THE WEST: 
Rev. W. J. H. Brown, .the pastor of 

Annette Street Baptist Church, Toronto·, 
reports good meetings with the West· 
bourne Baptist Ghurch in Calgary, from 
May 12 to 19 inclusive.' Attendance was 
good, interest 'high; saints were revived, 
and some . sinners professed faith in 
Christ. 

... ... 
WINGHAM. 

The Victoria Street Regular' Baptist 
Church of Wingham, of which Rev. Ed
gar Ferns is pastor, is seeking recogni
tion; and for this purpose has called a 
council for the evening of June 14th. 
They are anxious that a good representa
tion should .be present, and request that 
churches intending to send delegates 
would notify them at once. 

... ... ... ... 
OWEN SOUND. 

Rev. Fred Kendall has conducted an 
evangelistic campaign .with the South 
End Baptist Church, Owen Sound, for the 
last three we·eks. The. little building has 
been well filled,. and ·several have made 
profession of faith. . 

*. ... ... ... 

A RESIGNATION. 
Due to the force of circumstances over 

which she has no control, our missiOnary
elec.t, Miss Kh::by, fou.nd it necessary to 
resign from her proposed mission to Lib 
eria, and the Executive of our U,nion have 
recommended thf.\.t the Board accept her 
resignation • 

... ... '" ... 
TIMMINS. 

The intensive campaign undertaken in 
the Fi,rs,t Baptist Church of 'rimmins, 
where Rev. M. R. Hall,.a young man of 
great zeal, is pastor, ,was carried on for 
seven weeks together. The attendance 
was good throughout, but the latter part 
of the meetings was hinde·red by intense 
res·;~tance ana opposition from the un
saved. During the campaign some 
twenty decided for Christ. The work in 
Timmins is particularly difficul~ -because 
of the transient character of much of the 
population. Already .some of those 'con
verted in the meetings have had to go 
elsewhere to find work. Our readers wiII 
remem'ber mention of a de·acon of this 
church w~o spent his winter 'in his na,; 
tive land of Italy, procl!timing the Gospel 
to his relatives and friends.. Before g 
full hou,se he told the people of 'his home . 
church in Timmins, on the Sunday even
ing of May 19th, of his experiences; and 
the hearts of all were rejoiced to hear 
how the Lord had through him brought, 
salvation to some in a country so largely 
darkened by Romanism. 

\ 
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REV. ALEX.- THOMSON, Editor. 

Lesson 23 June 9th, 1929 
Second Quarter. 

CHRIST'S PRESENT EXALTATJON. 
Lesson Texts Hebrews, chapter 2. 
Golden Text: "But we see Jesus, who 
. lVas made a little lower than the 

~ngels for the sulfering of death, 
.crowned with glory and honollr.; that 
he by the grace of God should taste 
death. for every ll\an."-:-~eb. 2:9. 

'1. OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST EN
.' JOINED, (v.s. 1-4). 

1. '.Dhere is a distinct connection be
-j;ween this chapter and .the preceding 
.one. In ,that tihe. apos·tle has shown I\lhe 
.superiority o~ 'C~r-ist .to angels, bllfSed 
,upon His D.6Ity, m thl!~. he em.pha:llzes 
·.phe implicaJtl'on 'Of that, In the obedIence 
which is due ,to Him. We a,re firs:t of 
.all enjoined to. "give the more earnest 
'heed to tihe thiIllgS whdch we have 'he·ard," 
-(v. 1). If God has spoken me.n s~QUld 
'Usten and OIbey; to do ()Ibhel"Wlse IS· .to 
~insult Him and to bring 'suffering upc>n 
: our-selves. The reason for giving heed 
:is that the thing.s we have heard might 
..not "s~i-p" .or" "floOW' past us." There' is 
.:a IpossilbiliJty 'of listening yet failing ,to 
.aJIIPro,pl'i'ate 'that whic'h we ·hear. 'The 
~wor.d entem the ear, but .the will is, not 
. exereised in heedling its counsel, and it 
-passes from such an one without bestow
'in'g benefit. 2. The consequences at
·tached to -sudh indifference· are very 
,serious for if under the old d'ispensa
. ·tion disdbedience to the laW received a 
just rec!)mpenlSe of reward, (v. 2) how 

: shall we eScaJpe if we neglect so great 
,s'alvation which began ·to be spoken thy 
·the Lord? etc., (vs. 3, 4). Such '3. ques
.. tion r'equires no specific re:ply but im
plies a negative answer. Thel'e is no 

,escape for .1ilie. one ~ho neglects .tihis 
~eaJt sdvatwn In Chrls.t. Several things 

·may :}}ere be n1Jlted in reference thereto. 
'First concerning the nature of ,salva
tion. "it began to be spoken by the 

'lJord" ,through Him there came. the 
complete revelation concerning it, and 
by Him it was wrouglh't out on Calvary . 

·it "was confirmed by those who heard 
Him" by the apostles who accompanied 
'Him' "God bearing them witness with 
sign; and 'wonders," etc., the miraculous 

-Divine attestation give.n to their mission 
,of Iproolaiming" the gospel. This deals 
with !fJhe historical aspect of salvation; 
its SlPiritua'l nature should also be em
phasized and t'he way of receiving its 

-benefits. In the .third place reasons far 
its greatness may also be ,given. Among 
these may be mentioned its source, its 

'. power jots provision-s; and its scape. In 
the fo~rth place one might deal with the 

·nature and c·onsequence of neglect. All 
one needs to do in orde'r to neglect is jUJSlt 

. nothing. and the conseouence of this is 
,spiritual death heTe and hereafter: 
"U .. OUR LORD'S EXALTATION 

STATED, (vs. 5-9). 
1. Resuming the Ibhollght Off the sup

.erioriby of Christ a further contrast is 
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shown :bet1ween our Lord and angeis. 
The world ,to 'come has not been put in
to sU'bjection to them, (v. 5). They have 
been used by God in the past ·in the 
carrying out ,of His decrees, and in the 
fuiture wdll continue to be His messen
gers~ but as created 'beings .their mis
sion will be to .serve and not to govern. 
Our Saviour alone WIll rule. Then fol
lows a quotation from Psalm VIII in 
re.ferE!'ll!ce to man, but here finding its 
supreme fulfilment in Christ. He was 
made a Jdttle 1000er than angels, (v. 7), 
or' a little while inferior to angels in 
His human nature, for Christ took upon 
Himself our flesh and was found in 
fashIon as a -man, (Joon 1:14, Phtil. 
11 : 8). He was s'et oveT ,the works of 
creation, all things being ,placed in'sUlb
jection . u.nder Him, (v. 8). This was 
true of 'man at his creati'on, and ~n a 
sense is even yet t.rue fo,r he is- above all 
the 10wEllr creation, but in the 'highest 
sense :it is true of our Lord. . However, 
alII things are not yet put u.nder Him, 
(v. 8,). There is relbeHion on the part 
of m'an bu't the time is comill!g when 
every knee shaH bow untO Him, and 
every tOIllgl\le shall c(lonfe'ss Him Lord to 
the glor<y ·of· -God ;the Father, (Phil. 
11:10). At the ;present we 'See Him 
made 'a 'litble lower ,than the ·angels for 
the su~er.ing of death," (v. 9) referring 
to 'fue pUl1Pose of the incarnation and 
now "CI'lO~edJ ·with glory and honour," 
in His exaltatiOOll Toll owing upon His 
ascension, '~that He by the Grace of God 
should taste deaJth for every man," em
phasizing the complete and all embrac
ing nature of lIds atonement. In thi"s 
paragraph note 'the limitation 'of an
gelic ministry, .the position ,of 'man in 
creation, the inICarnati-on of our Lord, 
its nature, purpose and consequences . 
the blessedness of His finished work of 
Calvary, and, His ;present exaltation. 

III. CHRIST PERFECTED THROUGH 
, SUFFERING, (vs. 10-13) . 

1. Continuing the 'subject of Christ's 
incarnation and its atoning purpose, the' 
3ipostle proceeds .to sho.w 'its effect upon 
our Lord 'Ii'S part of the Divdne plan. He 
was made perfect through .suffering'S, 
(v .. 10), t'hat lis "to bring to .the ap
pointed accomplishmen't," "to develop 
tfu'e fuB idea of the character," ,through 
sufferings. Possibly there was a diffi
. culty in some ,mind in 'reference to a 
sufferlinJg Messiah, notwithstanding cer
tain references in the Old Testament. 
So in explanation thereof is shown 
the necessity for the Captain or 
Prince to be fully (identified with His 
people. They must experience suffer
ing theref.ore He endured the same but 
in an infinitely greater degree. This 
union between Christ and His own is 
further etrniphas'ized Iby :the s1;atement of 
t'heir oneness in f·amily, (v. 11). Ou.r 
Lord is "not ashamed to :call ,them 
brethren" s'aying in the language of the 
Old Testament, (Ps. XXII:22), "I will 
declare T·hy name unlto My ,brethren," 
etc., (v. 12). And again, "Behold I and 
the chtildren which ·God hath given Me," 
(v. 13). This union' has been broug-ht 
about thr.ough our relationlship to Him 
based on His sacmficial death of· Cal
vary. Learn therefore from this, our 
Lord's identity with His own, the 
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blessedness of their relationshiip to God 
through Him, ,the greaJt love ·of our great 
Oap.tain, ,the ,conSunIm'ati'On of His suffer
ings and His deliight ,in His OWlll. . 

III. THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST'S 
INCARNATION, (vs. 14-18). 

" . -
1. The fact of the incarnation is first 

Slbated, He was a partaker· of ·our fles'h 
and blood, (v. 14). This.is a statement 
of a h'istorical fact which none can deny. 
It also inlfe·rs His Deity, for about no 
mere man woufd or need ,such a state
men(t be made. The supreme purpose of 
that aD/carnJation was death. Man comes 
WPOD this scene to live hut our Lord 
came to die, ,to be the great AntitYIPe of 
the Old Testment sacrifices. Such a 
truth -must ever be kept to the front 
especially in these days when the life of 
Christ is Ibeing eulogized and His death 
looked upon as only ,t'he unfortunate end 
of ,a ,great refor:mer. H~s life can never 
be eulogized too highl'Y, for it Wias ab
solutely: sinless, ,but it m1l'st never ,be 
forgotten ,that. i,t was by His death He 
made atonement fo'!' the sin of the race, . 
and it is. through His shed blo!>d we are 
cleansed from all sin. Praise God then 
for ,such a sacrifice, eulogize all you 
may, but ,above all, obe'Y Him for with
out obedience eulogy is simpl,y an empty, 
gesture. 2. A disitinlCtive purpose in that 
death was the destruction ·or rendering 
powen1ess of the one who had .the power 
of death, even the devil. When man 
sinn:ed·and felt he came under the power 
of Satan and death came upon the human 
famiily. Sin and death therefore came 
thl'ough the oe'V'H, ;1!ll'tour Lord by His 
death has rendered Satan powerless., 
He is a defeated adversary though still 
a very real one. Our Lord has conquered 
him for us and deprived him of his power 
over us, and death itself will yield up 
every child of God 'at our Lord's com
mand. The resul't ·of such a work means 
the setting at liberty or deliverance of 
alJl those .who through fear of deatih 
were all their -lifetime su·bjects of bond
age, (v. 15). No child of ,God need 
fear 'd'eath, for to 'him it me·ans sillloply 
-"absent f.l"om the body pres'oot with the 
Lord," (2 ·Cor. v:8) and his bod'Y shall 
rise again, (1 Thess. 4':16). 3. A fur-~ 
ther statement is 'then made concerning 
the nature of our Lord's incarnation. 
He took ,not on Him t}Ie nature of angels, 
but of the seed of Abraham, (v. 16). 
He was therefore an IsraeLite. The 
reas·on fO.r this assumption of human 
nature . being agaiJ!. emPhasized as a 
necessary union with His 'people. "It 
behoved Him to be made like unto His 
bre'thren, that He might be a merciful 
and faithful 'high priest in things per
taining to God, to make reconciliation for 
the sins of the people,'" (v. 17). In this 
is manifested Hts loving condes'cension 
and full sympathy. In coming to Him 
then we are sure He understands our 
case, sympathizes with our need, and'is 
able· and willing to supply the required 
succour. In teaching the lesson emphasis 
may be placed. upon the nature of salva
tion, the necessity for its acceptance, the 
danger and consequence of its refusal, 
the source of its power, our Lord's work 
in relation thereto, and the blessedness 
of the children of God. 

.., 
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a t· t a·bl U· L L f so our Lord -is greater than Moses, ·and crossed the Jordan and are now in pos~ ap 1$ 1 . e OIon esson ea is "over His own' house", .(v. 6). This sesion of tlie land. May they go on to 
"house are we if we hold fast the confi- posses's more of it until all their enemies 

Vol. IV. 
dence and the rejoicing of the .hope firm are subjugated and complete rest is their 

No.2 unto the end." A reference is mMe here lot. The histOry is just full of incidents 
----------------:-- to the Hebrew believers primarily, but it w.Mch may thus be typified' and applied 

cannot be coofirmed to them for the Gen- to the present day. 3. A warning is there
tile Christians are also part . of that after given to "take .heed" -concerning the 

REV •. ALEX. THOMSON,' Editor. 

Lesson 24 
house. Woe are all, in Christ, membe·rs same sin of unbelief which. implies "de

June 16th, 1929 of the household of faith. The condition parting from the livion:g God"; (v. 12). 
stated does not imply the possibility of. Rather ·should they exhort one· llIDother 
a child of God being lost, for we are lest ·anY of them !be hardened by th!'l 
kept by the power of God (Johnl0:27-29; deceitfulness of that sin, (v. 13). One 
1 Pet. 1 :5) rather does it make clear the must ever lbe on guard against so subtle 
state of those who are truly born again. a sIn as it presents itself in vamous 
Those persons undoubtedly will hold fast. ways. 'There seems 'at times to Ibe rea
but those who only have a profession will son on its side, but this is neiVer the case. 
not do so. PossessioB must accompany The right and safest plan is·to obey God 
profession if we are to experience salva- _under all circumst~nces, remembering 
tion. In presenting ·this lesson reference that there .is no difficulty too great for 
may be made to the divine mission of our Him to overcome through us. 

Second Quarter. 

CHRIST SUPERIOR TO MOSES. 
Lesson Text: Hebrews, chapter 3. 

Golden Text: "For this man was counted 
worthy 'Of more glory than Moses, in
a.'!!much as he who hath builded the 
house hath more glory than the house." 
Hebrews 3 :3_ 

I. CHRIST'S SUPERIORITY STATED, 
(vs. 1-6). 

Lord in the ilast ·on this earth, and at IlL THE CONSEQUENCE OF' UN
the present time in the glory the 
"Apostle and High Pl'iest", to the nature BELIEF, (vs. 14-19). 
of our "profession", and to His greatness, 1. The .a.postle in enforcing the warn-

1. In pusurance of hill theme relating comparing His Hfe with ·that of M·ose·s i.ng of the preceding verses reminds them 
to the supremacy of Christ the apostle showing the resemblan'C~ and also the they are .made parta:kers of Christ if 
in this chapter sbows our Lord"s superi- great superiority of our Lord. Emphasis they hold the IbegLnn~ng .of their con
Olity to Moses, prefacing his statement may thus be placed upon His life, teach- fidence steadfast unto the end, (v. 14). 
'with an appeal for consideration of' the ing, sacrificial death ·and 'mediatorial This is .a warning' against tp.eir thr~aten-
same. The persons to whom this- appeal work. ed .apostasy and should aet as an mcen-
is made are "holy brethren partakoers tive to the Christian to remain true to 
of the iheavenly calling" (v. 1) ·no doubt II! A WARNING CONCERNING UN-his Lord despite the ce·rtainty of hIs 
referring to the Hebrew believers. Like BELIE" (vs. 7-13). salvation. He then reminds them of the 
all saved persons both Jews and Gell.tiles effect .of unbelief iJn the history ·of Israel. 
they had b~en made holy by the power 1. The thought of M·oses :reminds the God was provoked by His ·people throug.h
of God, set apart by Him and for Him a-postle of the experience of Israel in the out their whole journey. They were coJ.l
as their calling was of God, and their wilderness, and he interrupts his grand tinually trying His patience with theIr 
hope centred tn Christ in the gloory, their theme to give a word of admonition to complaints and disobedience, the pesult ~f 
calling was a heavenly one. The saved his Hebrew ·readers, who evidently were which was the refusal of the Lord to 
per:son is a citizen ·of heaven, (P.hil. 3: in danger of departing frO'lll the true permit them to 'enter into the promised 
20 R.V.) in Christ he is seated there faith. Quoting from the .Qld Testament land. Oniy tw,o adult ilersons were al
now, (Eph. 2:6), and he is enjoined to Scriptures, (Ps. 95:7-11) 'he bids them lo:wed this privilege, (v. 16), (I?eut. '1: 
set ·his affection on things . above, (Col. beware of committing the sin of un- 35-38), the others were .s~nt back lnto t~e 
3:2). 2'. 'Dhe appeal for consideration belief. Their fathel's hardened their wilderness where they dIed, (v. 17), tbiS 
of the subject is then made. The reason hearts in the wilderness a:nd tempted the punishment eomdng upon them 'because 
'for this is evident in the importance of Lord who had so g.raciously ilreserved of tbeir unbelief, (vs. 18, 19). 2. The' 
the matter to .be considered, and this in- them ,in all their journey.s, (v. 7-9). At heinous nature of unbelief maybe real
volves also the necessity for such actIon this, God was 'grieved, (v. 10), and re- zed from·:! study of this subject. It -is a 
for if Christ 'is- superior to all then it fused to permit them to enter into His ·efusal to believe God's word, in action it 
is necessary for all to ,know it.- Our Lord rest, (v. 11). 2 .. ~e 'history of Israel makes H;m a liar, it is not merely" a sin 
is here termed ~he "Apostle and High from Egypt to Canaan is most i~terest- .ut a s!!Iful attitude f'rom which ma~y 
Priest of our profession" (v. 1) implying ing and ·instructive an view of its ty.pical 'sins arise. It was the sin of Qur first 
His d'ivi,ne mission as the One sent forth features in relation to' the child of God parents, it 'was th-e sin whIch most hind
of 'the Father to' accomplish -the divine in the present day, Egypt typifying the ered our Lord, (Matt. 13:58). It is the 
purpose in salvation, and to appear in \VorId, Canaan the victorious restful ex- basic sin of the present day, and it is on 
glory on behalf of His people.' Certain perienee of the Christian, and the wilder- ~ccount of it men are condemned now and 
t.hings are stated concerning H~m in the ness all phases ,of ·expe:rience ·between. l-ereafter, (John 3:18). The child of God 
course 'of His comparison with Moses. Somewhere along this line each s'aved has .been· 'saved through faith the op
First "He was faithful to him that ap- person may find his ,place. Some are oosite of this sin, but he must eVer be 

. poonted ·him as also Moses was faithful In still in Egypt in 'bondage, others have rn guard against its insinuatioos. The 
all his house, (v. 2).· It is well to have left and are now at the Red Sea in a human heart ds prone to follow .its dIc-. 
in mind the .high estimate in which Moses ~ul-de-sac. the enemy behind, the wild&- tates and where the carnal na;ture is al
was held Iby the people of his nation, ness on either hand, .and the impassible 'owed to predominate the Christi~m feels 
and that. not without cause, for he was sea in front. T·o such we would recom- ts influence. Indeed it may' be .said that 
indeed a great man from the spiritual mend. the message of God through _he ',greatest hindrance to spiritual pro
standpoint,. notwithstanding his failures: Moses, (Ex. 14:13-15). Some are nm'9 gress in the present day individually 
He was a type of Christ in several res- in the wilderness face to face with and collectively is this spirit of unbelief. 
pects, in the ~ncidents -relat~ng to his enemies, but g.aining victories in the Some time it is the greatest· Slin in the 
childhood, and in his mission, etc. Our na-me of the' Lord, ·and 'being sustained world, and there is reason for their 
Lord, however, was faithful without by the food from heaven, and the water 'statennent. 3. In th.e presenrtation of this . 
fmlure and even unto death the gospel from the rock. Others have reached teaching emphasis may he placed UPOIl 
narratives brin'g forth clearly. 3. In the Kadesh-Barnea of awful import, just ·on he nature of this sin, its universal pre
second place we are informed He was the 'border of the prO'lllised land; the "'IUence, its subtleness, its ·presence even 
",coun.ted worthy of more gllory than journey almost. over, but tempted to go n the most 'exemplary unregenerate 
Moses inasmuch ·as He w.ho hath 'builded blllCk. Some have gone back fl'om thence, ives, its consequences in time and 
the house hath more honour than the and -are now wa-ndering disconsolately eternity and the great ·antidote in Christ. 
house," (v. 3). 'This is self evident, and in the wilderness, of no use either to Special' ·application should be made to 
as Moses was hut a servant in the house, ';od or man because of their sin, while the Christian life individual and coHec
(v. 5),_ anfl God built all things, (v. 4) I the happie!lt of all are those who have tive. 

, 
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Last Week's Issue' 01 
"The Gospel Witness 

Was m~de necessary by the Editor's efforts to establish a g~nuinely .Baptist 
Pundameptalist, University. That effort aroused the ire' of professors who pro
fessed to accept an evang~lical programme only to keep t~eir positions. 

It unmasked a President who never was wholly in .accord with the Baptist 
. Bible Union . position. As a result of .all this th~ Editor's. good name was attacked. 

The Editor. appeals to h~s evangelical friends and supporters. throughout the 
world to help him pay for that great issue of The Gospel Witness. The first edition 
consisted of 75,0{)0 copies, and used over thirteen tons of paper. A copy has been 
sent to eve~y Baptist minister m the English-speaking world whose name was 

obtainable. 

The total cost of the issue, printing, addressing, and mailing, will probably run 
\ 

to over $8;000'. T~e Editor boldly appeals to friends of the' Gospel everywhere to 
help in defending his good name for the. work's sake, by assisting in circulating 
copies of last ~eek's number. We may need many thousands of dollars before the 
battle ends. 

SEND IN YOUR GIFT AT ONCE 

Anything from $5,000.00 to $5.00--even to a dollar. 

. Circulate Last Week's issue 01 ..,itness·_ 
If you have not already done so, send for copies at once to put one in the hand of every 

member of yC?ur church and m:~o tht: hand of scores of other Christians you kna"w. 

PRICES 

10c per single Copy, postpaid. 
'25 Copies for ................................................................................ $1.50 
50 Copies for ...................... -... :...... .................................. ............ .. $2~7·5 

100 Copies for ............... ,: ... 1. ...........•.•.•. , •.... :.................................... $5.00 

Th~ last price is practically printer's price, therefore, even larger quantities ,would cost us 
to mail, $5.00 per hundred. We hope the circulation of last week's issue will reach at least 
150,000. 

If you desire papers mailed from our office, send us the names and add. o~e cent per 
copy postage to above prices. 
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