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tHE . UNITY OF THE FAITH 
. In order that' we may 'not be misunderstood we 

, think we may, without immodesty or any degree of 
exaggeration, magnify, if not- our office, at least our 
record, so !far as to say that no one can reasonably 

·charge The' Gospel Witness with tolerating manifest 
error, or' with being remiss in respect to the duty of 
contend,ing earnestly for the faith once for all de­
livered 'unto the 'saints. We do not suppose absolurt:e 
unity of the faith among Christians will ever !be at­
tained in this life, but surely an approximate unity is 
both desirable and possi'ble. . 

This Editor has never apologized for being a Bap­
tist. He has always felt competent to propose a .solid 
scriptural foilndatibn for the union of all Chris·~ian 
denominations, namely, let them all helc9me BaptIsts 
in the historic sense of that term! But when we have 
said' that-and we hope our ,readers can discern the 
smile in the type-we .dp not mean that we have no 
i-ellowshiJp with any sort of people but Baptists, On 
the contrary we know a great· many Presbyterians, 

,. Metqodists, United Church m.en, Episdopalians, and 
others, with whom we have most sweet and happy 
fellowship in, the things of God .. We frankly declare 
that we always feel like giv·ing them a warm and 

'hearty invitation to the bapt,istery i but even though 
they do not come we are hap.py to -kneel with them 
at the mer.cy se~t where all tbelievers find common 
ground. ' . . 

And in our fellowship with brethren of non-Baptist 
denominations we yield not .. one whit of our tconvince·d 
Baptist principles: Earnestly and lovingly we 'would 
endeavour to persuade our nonJJ3Iaptist \friends to 
study what the S!crDpture ,teaches them respecting 
baptism, and to sulbmi,t to its authority; ,but, having 
done so, we have fulfilled our duty, and we refuse to 
disfellowshi:p those who receive the Bible as the word 
of God, and who tbelieve in "the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of ·the world", even though they 
disagree with us in what to us is the plain and un­
mistakable requirement, 0'£ Scripture in respect to 

, baptism. We have preached, in Presbyterian and 
other pulpits, 'and have rejoiced -in t!he privilege; and 
we, expect to ,continue to do so as often as opportunity 
affords. 

We have said this in ,preparation for a brief dis'­
'cussiQn of a very delicate matter. The Editor of this 
paper without apology a'cknowledges that he is a pre­
m'illennialist. That, is tos'ay, he believes the Scrip.ture. 
teaches ,that righteousness will not 'be in the ascend': 
ency when oChris't shall come the second time; but, on 
the contrary, that Antichrist will 'be in ,full flower 
and flood; and that the Lord shall consume him with 
the breath of His mouth and destroy him 'with. the 
brightness of His coming. Thus far, it seems to us, 
the ,tea'ching of Scripture' is plain and unmistakable., 
But it is no more plain and unmistakable than the doc­
trine of 'baJptism; and as we refuse to regard a' man as 
9 heretic or an unbeliever, but 'Only a·s one who is di's­
obedient, because he disagrees with us on the matter 
of baptism (a subject about which i,t seems to us there 
·cannot be two intelligent opinions!), so we refuse to 
dis'fellowship and regard as an unbeliever a man who 
accepts and rejoices in the essential and fundamental. 
princip.les of evangelical faith, 'but who may not be in 
agreement with us respecting the millennium' question. 

And at this point we ·desire to be more explicit 
still. While we. despise not prophesyings, we have 
never ibeen able tto take up a dogmatic attitude.respect­

. ing the interpretation of unfulfilled prophecies. We 
remember that the disciples wh6 enjoyed the personal 
ministry of our Lord did not understand His prophetic 
utterances respecting His 'cr'u-cifixion and resurrection 
until His prophecies were actually :fulfilled: "These 
things understtood not his disciples at ,the first: but 
when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that 
these things were written of him, and that they had 
done these things unto him." , ' 

Furthermore, ,though the daysOof Christ's flesh were 
really run into the ,mould of the prophecies. of the 
Old Testament, those who were most familiar with 
the Old Testament scriptures, 'from their study there­
of, failed to anticipa,te and delineate any such life as 
was lived tby Him in Whom they were tfulfi'11ed. We· 
are aware that the New Testament record abounds 
;with instances in which, Old Testament prophecies 
were' fulfiHed, but alway'S the' record of, their fulfil­
ment was. written after ,they were, actually fulfilled. 
and then tby speciaJ inspiration o~ the Holy Ghost 
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lit is our own conviction that every believer ought to 
he a. diligent student 'Of the prop'hetic scriptures­
and, Indeed, of the whole Word of 'God-and that by 
such study we shall :be ruble to discern and apply the 
abiding principles which have application to human 
l!fe in all circumstances and in all ages. But we 'be­
lIeve the exa'ct and ultimate meaning of any prophecy 
of .the Word of God will, and cari, be exactly under­
st'Ood only In the light oJ its own ,fulfillment; and that 
,~he purpose of prophecy is less to make believers wise 
In advance of the event than to confirm their faith in 
the midst of the actual occurrence of ,the tremendous 
events predi'cted. ' 

VVe call attentit;>n to the faet also which must q)e 
:apparent "to all students of Scripture who have a 
lIleasura:bly wide acquaintance wi,th theological litera­
tur~, that the,re is no department of bIblical interpreta­
tion in whicq so many-and indeecL such contrary­
interpretations obtain as that which relates to the 
realm of eschatology, the doctrine of last things. , 

.on one' occasion a stranger came into a Jarvis 
Street prayer meeting, and during the meeting quoted 
a passage from the book of Revelation and with all 
the authority 'Of an ora'Cle ins):ruded ~s in the one 
and only possilble interpretation of that passage. vVe 
~n?ottn'ce~ a hymn when the brother got through and 
saId noth111g; but when the service was dismissed we 
in·et at the door, arid 'a dialogue something like the 
fonowing took place. . 

Vl e said, "You are a stranger here?" to which he 
ieplied .ia the affinmative. VVe then said, "I fear you 
know too much to be comfortable with us" ,to which 
he replied, "'Do you refer to my interpretati~n of that 
passage in Revelation?" vVhen we answered in the 
affirmati~e he said, "But that is the only possible in­
~,erpreta-tl.on of that passage." \iVhereupon we replied, 

GIven time I could probably find a thousand other 
people, each of whom has the:: 'only possible inter­
pretation' of that same passage, and no two 0'£ whom 
ag:ree.'" We then said, "In this place there are some 
thIngs we know: we kl?ow that the Bible is God's 
word. '\Ve k,now that we were lost sinner·s. \iV e know 
that Chrislt, died foor sinners, and that we are saved 
through faith in Him, that by His Mood we are 
cleansed from all sin. V.,r e know, and are sure from 
,God's YVord, tha·t Je's'us ChI'ist is ~oming ·again .to ,this 
earth 111 person., But we believe ,there is 1'0'om for' 
honest ·differences 'Olf opinion respecting the details of 
:the programme 'Of the future and we have not room 
enough in thi:s wb-oIe chur,ch f~r a faddist'to find stand­
ing ground. I fear y'OU belong to thrut dass, and I do 
not, w~nt 'bhe people of this church -disturbed by your 
,vaganes;, and, I hope you w-ill not .come again." 

This may seem like rather severe treatment, but we 
have consistently taken sU'ch a cours'e as would avoid 
contention and i dissension over matters concerning 
the exact interpretation O'f which nO' mortal can be' 
sure until the events predicted have actually taken 

. pla:ce. "Now 1 tell you before it come", said the Lord, 
'''that, when it is' come to pass, ye may !believe." 

',We are not pleading for ourselves. We love the 
fellowship of our brethren, and 'We should, be sorry to 
be Ibranded as a heretic on the ground that we are 

"una!ble to accept all the items of a detailed programme 
of the future. For 'example: if we had t'O accept the 
seven: dispensations idea of the Schofield Bible as a 
term of .fellowship we would be wiUing ,to go still 

further without the camp and stand alone against the 
world, if necessary, in repudiati'On of many of its' 
principles. VVe are determined that we wiU "striv.e 
not about words to no profit, but ·to the subverting of 
the hearers"; we 'will "shun profane and vain fbalb- , 
blings: -for they will increase unto more ungodliness"; 
and ",f.oolish and, unlearned questions" we will "'avoid, 
knowing that they do, gender strifes." I" , 

V.,r e .believe there is grave danger among the Lord's 
own dear people in the apparently growing I dis­
position to magnify ,things, which are in themselves 
not unimportant, out of their due proportion. The 
great question which all believers are now being 
forced to answer is whether God has spoken at all in 
any way that is really relia/ble. Imiportant' as is the 
truth of the Lord's second pers'Onal coming, denial 'Of 
all the verities ,O'f the faith is becoming so general that 
it seeins ))'ossilble we 'ShaH s'Oon have to ,defend .the 
truth of His first coming. . 

Respecting the fundamentals of the faith, such as 
-the divine inspiration and infalHbility of the Bible; 
the essential Deity of Christ and its corollary, the 
Virgin Birtfi; His miraculous ministry; His expiatory 
death; His literal, physical, resurrection; and the cer­
tainty of His personal return; together with such' 
principles as logically grow out of these things: man's 
fallen state, the ne'cessity for regenerati'On, justifica­
tiori by ,faith, the abiding .presence and ministry of the 
Holy Spirit-a:bout all these matters there can be no 
question, and therefore no compromise. But when it 
comes to interpretations ·of prophecies relating to the 
future, and 'concerning which sume of the best of 
God's people differ, we do not believe it is the part 
of wisdom to make these matters an iss'lle am'Ong 
genuine ,believers'. 

\-,..Te repeat, we believe the Lord willcom~ a se'cond 
time without sin unto salvation. ' We ,beheve there 
will be no millennium until He comes-not that there 
could not be ilf God had willed that such a condition 
should 'be Ibrought in by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, ,but that it will not be Ibecause the Word of 
God teaches that the iniquity of this age, will reach 
i.ts climax in the development :of the Man of Sin, and 
that that d.ensest of all darkness the world has. evet: 
seen will be termip.ated -by the Ibrightness of the 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Let us ,busy ourselves in 'prea'ching the gospel 
of salvation with all our might; let us consecrate our­
selves alfresh to the task of evangeli~ation at home 
and abroad; and this Editor at least believes that 
whoever is privileged to Ibe among the number who 
shall be alive and remain unto the coming ot the 
.Lord, if he should be found busy saving men wi.th 
fear, pulling them out.of the·fire, instead of speculat­
ing as to when and how and where the Lord will 
appear, he may hope to be forgiven his. ignorance of 
the details, and that he will not Ibe visited with divine 
displeasure for giving' himself without reserve to the 
grea.t task for which, JesuS' Christ died . 

vVe believe that while believers of every name em­
phasize those distinctive' principles they each con-' 
ceive to be taught Iby the Y,Vord of God, there might 
be a basis upon which vast numbers could unite in 
the s'ense' that they 'may regard those wh'O hold and 
obey ,these truths as the r·ecipient~ of the grace of 
God, and may therefore give to them the right hand 
0'£ fellowship. As for ourselves, we ·declare we have 
no feUowship" with anyone wh'O denies the full, 

J 
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divinely-inspired, infallible, and 'consequently s~i>reme 
authority of the Bible 'as ,t~e \¥ o:~ of God:. 'When 
any man re'fuses to bow to Its deCISIOn as Ibemg -final 
we part ,company with him saying, "Sir, yo,u ap,pe~l 
to' one court, and we appeal ~.o another; and there IS 
no poss,ibility of our obtaining a verdict upon w~ich 
we may both agree." ~ut if a man accepts the BI~le 
as the very word of God, so far we are at one wI,th 
him. ' 

As to the contents of the \¥ ord, after much thought 
we have come to this position, that if a man's 'only 
hope of salvation and ,confi,dence toward God for the 
future is in ,the ,expiatory death of Christ, in the blood 
of Christ which clean seth from all sin, we strike hands 
with h!m as a 'brother 'in the Lord; for the acceptance 

,An 'Appeal ,to 
'Montreal is the largest city in Canada. Its 

population is overwhelmingly Fren~q~Canadian and 
Roman Catholic. Verdun is one of its rapidly-grow­
ing suburban districts. Its population is almost en­
tirely English-speaking, and in the ,last three years, 
it has increased by about forty thousand. Something 
like a year ago a new Regular Baptist church, known 
as 'Immanuel Church, was organized in this district. 
Its mem'ber'ship is thirty-four. They meet in a small 
building with a ,capacity for not more than one hun­
dred persons. Montreal is a'bout ,the only city' of any 
size in Canada whkh has'an open Sunday. It is th,ere­
fore impossible to rent a theatre or hall on the Lord's 
day, and the building where the Verdun brelthren meet 
is the only one available. 

This little band of heroic believers have wrought 
,vondedully during the year. They have a morning 
congregation of a'bout sixty, with about seventy-:five 
in the evening. Their Sunday School numlbers about 
one hundred, and they have no roqm for 'more. The 
attendance at prayer meeting averages albout thirty, 
or eighty-eight per ,cent. of the membership. If Jarvis 
Street had the same proportion of its members present 
at 'prayer meeting it would have nearly nineteen 
hundred. This little band of :people raise an average 
of $45.00 per week for current expenses, $7.00 a week 
~or missions, and $12.00 a 'week for building ifund­
$64.00 per week, an average of $1.88 per member. 
This does nolt irtrcIude special ,offerings.' H Jarvis, 
Street ,gave at this rate, $1.88 per week or $97.76 per 
memiber per year, its annual income would exceed 
$200,000 per year. 

The church some time ago purchased a lot seventy 
,feet by one hundred in th~ best location in Verdun 
for, $7,700.00'. It has paid $3,000.00 cash on' the lot, 
and has $200.00 now in the building fund. They have 
one year in which to pay the balance of "$4,700.00 on 
their lot, but they ,cannot afford to take a year to do 
it. They are ,planning to erect a building at a cost of 
abou1t $12,000.00, which will seat four or five hundred 
people. ~his, ought to be put under way at once. It 
wlill ,t'hus be seen that 'for the 'balance of the lot and 
the ,building it will r'equire about $16,700.00. , 

The Editor of The Gospel Witness heartily recom-
, , ,mends this splendid piece of work to the consideration 

arid support of God's. stewards everywhere. Canada 
is a rapidly growing country that could easily support 
a population of a: couple of hundred millions. 1,VIontreal 
is the gateway to this vast northern continent. 

0.£ the expiatory value of the :blood of 10irist involves 
His death, His virgin birth, lIis miraculous ministry, 
His resurrection, His ascension and intercession and 
coming again. The blo'Od of Christ also magnifies 
the law of God, as revealing the divine holiness in 
which all attributes of Deity are included. It 
recognIzes the heinousness of sin, the necessity' for 
repentance and regeneration, and indeed every indis­
pensClJbtle element om, evangelical! faith. While we 
are a Baptist of the old school, 'refusing to yield one 
whit of principle, we' will hold fellowship with any 
man wh~ holds these hvo great fundamental and in­
dispensruble principles, that the Bible is the word of 
God, and that the blood of Christ is the only means 
of salvation. 

, . 

Protestantism 
Protestantism under the most favourable 'circum­
stances works, t~nder a 'heavy ,handi'cap in Montreal 
where it is overshadowed and outnumbered by Roman 
Catholicism. ;How important it is that we should have 
'a clear testimony s'et up among our English-speaking 
Ibrethren in that great city of, a million or more. 

Pastor St. James 'and his heroic cl:1.t1rch, the St. 
Paul's Bilingual Chut'1ch, are also urgently in need of 
a building-, having been eXlpelled Iby the Grande Ligne 
Mission from the building they occupied so long- solely 
because i1:hey refused to ~pprove of the MarshaUism o[ 
McMaster University. But of St. Paul's Church we 
shall have more to sav at a later date. 

We now write to pfead the cause of Verdun. This 
paper-will reach many of the Lord's stewards in di:£­
ferent parts of this continent, and throughout the 
world, who could give generously to so worthy a 
Cause as this. ' Are tpere not many who Ican send 
$100.00; some, smaller amounts, $50,00, $25.00, or 
$lO,OO? Are there not many also who could send 
$50000, and some as much as'$l,OOO.OO or'more? It 
may be that some of our fri~nds ,in the United States 
may be led to feel as Paul did when he desirec;l to 
have some fruit among believers who lived' in the 
g-reat city of. Rome. Are there not soome. who would 
like to have some fruit in this great Roman Catholi,c 
city of Montreal, 
, The, Gospel T,f7itn.css wiM I;,e happy to receive and 
fot'1ward 'Contr,ilbutions ;for this worthy work. If any 
of our readers prefer, they may send directly to: 
Mr. Charles 'W'right, -417 Manning Ave., Verdun, 
Montreal, Que., who is the Treasurer of the Biiilding 
Fund. ' 

The alble and, aggressive minister who led this little 
group t,o their pr@sent phenomenally successful ..... 
position as Rev. C H. Leggett, whose address is': 
5433 Verdun Ave., Verdun, Montreal, Que. ' 

We ask our,'readers to pray for this worthy C3iuse, 
and 'all who possi'bly can do so, to send in a contribution. 
Send your cheques to: THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 
130 Gerrard Sit. East, Toronto, and the money will be 
.forwarded as it is received without 'delay to Verdun. 

,We ought to add that conversions in' the services 
, of this little church are frequent, and a good number 
are awaiting Ibaptism, although they have no facilities 
at present· for the administratioI! of the ordinance. 
The English-s:p,eaking population of Verdun is, a-bowt 
seventy-five thousand. '\Ve hope our readers will 
respond to this appeal-and respond promptly. 
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'The Kingdom of God-Its Defini~ion 
By W. B. Riley. 

(What constitutes "The Kingdom of God" is a subject 
which engages the attention of many just now. For this 
reason we repr~nt the following article from "The Chris­
tian' Fundamentalist" for ApriI.-Ed. G. W.) 

John' Watson's sentence, "Two finds have been ,made within 
recent years--the Divine 11'atherhood and the Kingdom of 
God," involves a twofold error. . 

"The Divine Fatherhood," 'by which he means the "uni­
versal Fatherhood of God" instead ,of being a theologicaJ 
"find" is a theological fiction! "The Kingdom of God" has 
never 'been lost to the ch,urch; only obscured, often, by mis­
interpretation. If we may judge by His own worda (Luke 
4:43), the most holy necessity laid upon Jesus was. "the 
preaching of the Kingdom of God"; and if "handling aright 
the word of God," ·means the conformity of, teaching and 
preaching to the plan and points of Bible' emphasis, then 
"the Kingdom of God" should' never fail to hold ,the first 
place in ,the thought. and instruction ,of Christendom. If 
Prophet and Apostle are to be accepted as our inspirea 
guides, theocracy-or God on the throne-is the scarlet 
thread in the' Old and 'New Te·stame,nt teaching. The 
Pentateuch presents no other plan'; the Psalms sound no 
other note; the' MaJor :and Minor Prophets see no other 
vision; the forerunner of Jesus framed no IOther philosophy, 
while the moBIl; ,matchless exponent of "the Kingdom of God" 
was th~ Master Himself. The Word being consulted, the 
Kingdom of God is 

"The one far-off Divine event 
To which the whole creation moves." 

It has been said that no definition of the Kingdom can be 
found' in the Scriptures. Of course that depends upon what 
one means 'by a 'definition. If 'he is looking for a solit~ry 
passage tl),at tells 'all ,that the' Kingdom is, and all that it is 
not, the search will be in vain; bu.t if he is comparIng 
Scripture with Scripture to find out what the Kingdom Is, 
then the Bible would be unworthy the title-"The Spirit's 
Reve,lation"-were ,the effort not crowned with success. 
. It may 'be taken for granted that the term Baoiyeia, cor­

rectly translated "kingdom," is employed with discrimIna­
tion by the divine writers. And when, by rese'arch, we fineI 
some form of this term used in Ithe Septu'agint version of 
the Old Testamem' 250 times in round numbers, and in the 
New Te,stam~t 160 ;times, and in the Gospels alone over 
100 times, both 'the importance of the theme and the probable 
inform'ation to be derived froom its sltudy ·are more than sug­
geslted; they are certain. The'symPIthetic study of all these 
texts would involve the definition of the Kingdom, reveal the 
evolution of the Kingdom, determine the location of the 
Kingdom, fix the. cWzenship 'of the Kingdo~, ~d, sebbing up 
the Kingdom, seat the King. -

We have said that it would inViolve ' 
" The ,Definition of the Kingdom. 

showing that it will be at once an ideality amI 'a reality; 
that it will be alike ethical and physical, and that iot will find 
expression in both a theophany and a theocl'l8cy. 

,It will be at 'once an ideality and a reality. This is a point' 
at which 'P~ and premillennialisils part company. "The 
Kingdom of God", according to postmillennialists, is an 
ideality; according to premillep,nialists, it is both an ideality 

and a reality. The strongest book, frOom a postmillennlal 
standpoint, broughlt from the press in recent years\ is Dr. 
Goodspeed's volume, "The Second Advent." Bruce may 
charm with his style', and Boardman ,impress 'one with his 
literary ability, his 'analytical and. apparently logical 
methods, and many otliers with their show 'of le'arning" but 
Goodspeed has this splendid superiOit"ity, viz., that, he deals 
with the Scriptures. 

'Concerning the "Kingdom of God," Goodspeed s'ays, "Post­
millennialists beHeve that our Lord set up His, Kingdom at, 
His first coming, and that He too~ His 'seat as Ruler in this 
Kingdom, when He rose from the· dead and all ,power was 
given into His hands. He is, now.seated on David's throne, 
ruling -the Kingd~m of Grace, which is His only Kingdom on 
earth." 

Few postmillenniai writers es'sentially dissent from this 
position. That circumstance is all the more remarkable 
when one remem~rs, as Bruce concedes, ,that the' ex,presaion, 
"the, Kingdom of Grace," empioy.ed so insistently and by so 
many, is absolute·ly unknown to Ithe ScriptureS>. 

Boardman also concedes that the idea ,of a ij,te'ral king­
d'om was the expectation" of e,very Old TeIS,tament sage and 
prophet; was in the minds of .the EaSitern Magi when they 
came asking, "Where' is He, that was ,born King of the Jews 1" 
was with the devout Simeon when he looked for th~, con­
solation of Israel; was entertained 'by Nathaniel when he 
exclaimed, "Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, ,thou art the 
King of Israeli" John belie,ved it when he asoked', "Art Thou 
the Coming One or look we ,for another?" The' guest at the 
Pharisee's table thought it, when He said, "Ble,ssed is he who 
shall eat bread in the Kingdoni. of God." It was the con­
ception of the twelve when they contended with each Oother 
as to who I\,hould .be counted "greatest in the, coming king­
dom"; it wa's the opinion of' James and John when they 
l'equested: "Grant unto us that the ,one shall sit on Thy 
right hand and the other on Thy le:f.t in Thy kingdom"; it 
was ,the hope of the Pharisees when ,they asked Jesus, 
"When the kingdom of God comes," etc.; of the' crowd when 
they shouted, "Blessed' is' He, tha,t cometh in the name of 
the Lord, even the King of Israel," 'and of the disciple,s when 
they asked their risen Saviour, "Lord, dost Thou at this time' 
restore the, kingdom to Israel 1" , 

The charge that these all alike misconceived ,the promised 
kingdom, requires proof, The pro.phecies of ,the Old Testa-

. ment had not bee,n difficult to unde'l"S,tand and were not com­
monly misinterpreted. Notwithstanding tthe fact that the 
leaders of Israel looked for the establishment of a temporal 
throne at the, first appearance of Jesus, they· neither forgot 
nor misconstrued the eBsenJl;ial facts of that appearance. 
When Herod, alaTmed for his su.prem'acy, inqub-ed where the 
King of the Jews should be born ·the Scribes properly re­
plied, "In Bethlehem, of JUdea fo'r thus it is written by the 
prophet, Out of thee shall come forth a governor that shall 
rule My people Israel." , The hardships of His humble, life 
were- also in literal accord wtth IoSaiah's ;speech "Butter and 
honey ·shall He eat." Concerning His crucifixion between 
malefactors and burial in Joseph's tomb, the s'ame prophet 
had ·predicted: "And He made His ,grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in H~s death." 9nly those ,that rejeet the 
inspiration of the Word of God deJ).y the fulfillment of the 
prophecy, "Thou wilt not leave· My. soul ,in sheal, ne,tther wilt 
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Thou suffer Thy Holy 'One to see corruption" (Ps. 16:10) or 
dispu.te ,the correction of Paul's literal intenpreta.tion of the 

. Old Te·stament Scriptures thalt He should be "raised" on the 
third day (I Cor. 15.4).. . 

If every Old Testament sage and prophet and' every New 
'l'esllament believer were mistaken in eXipecting a Uteml 
kingdom, is it 'coIl!Ceivable' that Jesus 'lShould have left this 
mistake without a w~rd of correction, and even confirmed the 
misconception by .personal speech, which if literally ;rece>ived, 
would keep tip the error? Such conduct did not commonly 
characte'rize Christ. Whene,ver He used a figure of sopeech, 
and His auditors misinterpreted: it, He took' pains to correct 
them instantly. When He declllll'ed cop!cerning Lazoarus, "He' 
sleepeth," and they answered, "Then he doet'h well," He im­
mediate,ly set their thoughts right by saying plainly, 
"Lazarus is, de·ad." When He used ,the figure, of leaven, and' 
His di~iples thought He meant that which was put into 
bread, He carefully' corrected 'them by saying, "No, I mean 
the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees." If the're had 
been no actual Kingdom to come, would nO.t Christ have said, 
"Ye have' misunderstood the word. My Ki!lgdom is. not 
a literal one; it is only .spiritual"? 

If it be 'answered that Jesus did say, "My Kingdom is Ilot of 
thi's world/' we· reply, "That is, no proof that it was not to 
be in the· world." The phrase "of the .world," as employed 
in the New Testament, commonly means partaking of Its 
evil spirit, and has no reference whateve·r to location. 'On 
His own authority His disciples were ."not of the world," 
and yet they were in it. He was "not of the· world," and 
yet "He ,vas in the world!" 

The·re is not a. feature of a Htell'al kingdom lacking in the 
Biblical description of the· Kingdom of God. It is to have a 
liteml King in the· person of Jesus, who is not a ,pure sopirlt, 

. but God manifest in the flesh, "and the goverl?-me:nt shall be 
upon His shoulder" (Is. 9:6). It is ,to .have! a literal throne, 
to which Jesus 'shall succeed, and it i's not "the ·throne of 

. Grace" but "the throne of David" (Is. 9:7). There' is to be' a 
l}teral location for. that throne--"The Lord Himself s'hall 
reign in Mount Zion in Jerusalem" (Is. 24:23). The supre­
macy' is to cove·r a real domin~on "from the river to the ends 
of the earth (Zech. 9:10). This office of 'authority is to have 
its real aids in the. persons of certain rege'nerate ones, that 
shall "sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel" (Matt. 12:28); in the moSit faithful who shall "have 
authority over cities'.' (Luke 19:17); land in the martyrs who 
shall "reign with Him a thous'and y~'ars" (Rev. 20:4). 

The impression that a reign of grace ~s incom~tible, with 
the ~xe.rcise of real regal aut~l?rity and ,command is dis­
proven by the history of ev·ery good king. When King Oscar 
of Sweden passed away, either the tributes paid to his blessed 
memory by th~ citizens of his own' land ·and the Swedish 
sojourne!l's in our own country, were sickly adulations or 
else it is .impossible to !!O com.bine the exercise of official 
authority. with the exhibition of love as to command at once 
a political obedience and a persona~ affection. 

It will be alike physical and ethical. The unwar.ranteQ, 
custom of spiritualizing Scripture' has resulted, for those 
who employ it, in the disemboweling ·of plrain speech. The 
statement, "The Kingdom of He'av~n is spiritual_ reign 
il), men's hearts--and not material. over earth as a territory" 
(See Goodspeed, p. 111) overlooks the BIblical distinction 'of 
the terms KingQ,om of Heaven and Kingdom oiGod, and 
is 'an attempt to exallt the moral at the expense of the ma­
terial, which is neither warranted by the' Wor!! nor essential 
to the ethical meaning of Chr.ist\s mintstry. True, it is 

WIl'iltten of the Kingdom of God, "It is not elating and drink­
ing, but righteousness, and ,peace and joy In the Holy 
Ghost!" But that does not lSigriify that no eating or drink­
ing shall charactel',ize that Kingdom when it ,shall come, any 
more than J·esus' statement, "The life is more ,than meat: 
and the body more than raiment," is a warrand; for attempt­
ilJ.g to live without food ar clothing. The truth is that Jesus, 

.. in His risen body, did eat-a hind; at lealS,t tha.t the Kingdom 
saints may do the· .same. His promise is, "Ye may eat and 
drink at My ,table in My Kingdom" (Luke 22:30). We have 
already seen that the 'statement concerning the Kingdom 
that "it is. not of this worl<f' in no wise militates against its ... 
location "in the world" any more than the· statement that His 
disciple.s were "not of the world." TO'be ,sure, those that are 
fitted for the Kingdom must be regenerate acc;ording to John' 
3:3-5, as 'Goodspeed argues. But does regeneracy dispense 
with the flesh? And, the'y must be righteous (Matt. 5:20),· 
but does righteousness militate against reality ? If position 
in this kingdom is 'gained through meekness and humility 
(Matt. 18:4), does anyone imagine that either tmit inhe!l'its 
only in the immateiI'ial? 

If, there!fore,. the su,bjects of the Kingoo;m are to he as 
physical as were the flesh and bones of Christ which He 
bade the· unlbelie·ving handle and see, then who dares say 
that "the K:ingdom" "is not territorial" 'as waH as sopiritual; 
that "its en}<arg·ement is not by taking in new lands, as well 
as new hearts," and that in orde·r to its l!ISItabIishment, 
"Christ need not come 'again in person"? (See GoodSipeed, 
p. 114). '1 

The subject of His personal return would hardly seem to 
:he· in diSipute ,since He has expressly .said, "I wHl' come ·again"; 

. and Paul has aSSIOCiated "His ,appear.ance and His kingdom" 
(II Tim. 4:1), and His own parable ·of the pounds' involves 
the plain teaching .that He has gone "to xeceive. for himself 
a . kingdom' and to return." If He is. not to make conquest 
in new lands as weU as in new hearts; ,then the language 
of the seventy-second P,salm is strang·e indeed. rt is written 
th~re that "He shaH have dominion ,also from sea to sea, and 
from the rive·r unto the ends of t~ earth. They that dweU 
in the wilderness shall bow before· Him; ·and his enemfeS 
shall lick the· dust. The killg.s of Tarshish and of the Isles 
shall bring presents. The kings' of Sheba and Seba shaH 
offer gifts. Ye'a,all kings shall fall down before Him: all 
natiJcms shaH se!l've Him." 

I believe with Pl"of. H. Lummis <l;halt if there wel.'e ,but a 
,single. Old Testament prophecy ·of this Kingdom, and that 
the prophecy of Danie~, it w~uld dis,pel all doub't as to its 
literalness 'and its ~ocation. When Pharaoh had a dream of 
the seven fait ·and rthe seven le'an kine, and.J oseiPh intellpr.eted 
it, his pr6phecy ,became the mold of hisbory. Its fulfillment 
was literal. Who has been ins'tructed to .say that Danie~'s 
interpretation .of Nebuchadnezzar's dream is· not to be so 
,taken? It wouldalmoSit seem that the greaot Prophet Daniel 
anticipated the modeJl'n • spiritualizing method and meant to 
condemn it when, after having interpret~' the dream, he 
concludes "The gre·at God 'hath made ·known to the" kIng 
what shall come to pus herea:fiter, and the ;dream is certain, 
and the interpretation ,thereof sure" (Dan:' 2:45). 'A large 
part ·of that phophecy has been literally fulfilled!· it' is a 
strange, thing to 'ask ,the privilege of ,stepping into Itb~ middle 
of God's processes to declare that the ·remainder of it wm 
be after another method. • 

Ooncerning' the argument that since.,the prophecies about 
the birth, life, and death of our Lord, were literally fulfilled, 
we should expect the same concermng the Kingdom, Dr. 
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Good~peed says, "Thos~" propheci~s we;re incapable of any 
other than a" lite·ral fulfil1ment" (p. 93). Bilt every re­
formed Jew will ttell you th~y never were, intended to be 
.taken literally; and his .statement has exactly as much· 
warrant from the W~rd as has the position of those· that pro­
claim against "the Kingdom" for which all Chdstendom, in 
obedience to its Christ, is praying "Oome'!" 

Discredit the pseudo-political phase of this kingdom as you 
will, still even John Watson is compelled to admit that 
"politics are·, after .all, a neceSisary machinery • .• • .though 
ide·als come fir.st." His statcinent, "When Jesus denied Him­
seolf to politics He· did not abdicate His Kingdom,'1 is' without 
occasion! T'rue., He scorned the· world~s throne when offered 
by Satan; He also refused .the crown and sceptre' proffered by 
an unre·generate mob; but He never hinted that He Woould 
reject these 'same insignia of power when the time of the 
pivine appointment should come.' On the, contrary, the 
Scriptures .are' clear .that' when, illl the end of the age·, the 
seventh angel soundeth, there wHol be he·ard g.re·at voice·s in 
heaven say;ing, "The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ, and He shall' reIgn 
forever and ever" (Rev. 11:15). That this is a pl'omise' to the 
Man from Nazareth could hardly be doubted when it is re­
membe·red that on the occasion of the· announcement of 
Mary's conception, the Ange.J said, "And thou .shalt bring· 
forth 3 Son, and ·shalf call His name Jesus. lie shall bt: 
great, and 'shall be called the· Son of the 'M'ost High: and the 
Lord God shall give unto Him the throne· of His fathe'r 
David'· • • and of His kingdom. the.re shall be no end" (Luke 
1:31, 32). 

It is both a theophany and a theocracy. A theophany is 
a manifestation of God to, or rathe!l", through, tile' human 
S'oul.· A theocracy is the·' recognition of God as the onIy 
rightful Ruler, and a reception of His revelation as civil law. 
So far a's the Kingdom of 'God has any place in the earth 
at the pre:sent time, it is a theophany, or a manifestation of 
God's sovereignty in, or through, His saints. But the Holy 
Scriptures have ever held .before .believers the sure promise 
of a theocracy-a pledge to the Pnince of Peace-"the child 
born" and ,"the son given"-that "the government shall be 
upon His. shoulde·rs: and His na·me shan bl! called W onder:ful, . 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase· of His government and of peace there 'shall 
be no end, upon the tilrone, of David, and upon His kingdom, 
to establish it, and to uphold it with the judgme'n't and with 
rigp.teousness from: hence!fol'th even forev!,)·r. The· zeal of 
Jehovah of hosts· shall perform thi'S" (Is. 9:6, 7). 

But are we not told expressly that "the kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation"? Certainly!. That is the 
proof that the Kingdom is not yet; and is not .to be con­
founded with the -Church, nor w.ith any of the visible. fruits 
of a 'spiritual life. Such may be e·asily 'observed, al!d some- , 
what accurately measured. But the introduction of "the 
Kingdom" is rath:~ to be associated with the sudde~ appear­
ance of Jesus Christ, the coming. ·of which is as incapable ox 
observation as is the formation of that lightning, that, in an 
unex;pected moment, busts into glory, "from the Ea·st aJ!.d is 
Seen even unto .tp.e West" (~att. 24:27). 

It is. little won:der that the people who believe that ·.the 
only Kingdom of God referred to in the Bible, is that which is 
now be·ing constructed by Christian eildeavO!l", become dis­
couraged. Inadvertently Bruce concedes that no other re­
sult can be expected. He says, "When John spoke of the 
Kingdom he meant' the p·eople of Israel coOnverted. to 
righteousness, and in consequence blessed with national pro-

sp.erity. And that bei.~g his ideal and aim, he. was a gioomy 
man and those who were' about him became affected w.ith hIs 
gloo~. FOil" he saw, too soon and. too weIl, that the conver: 
sioil of Israel to righteousness 'WIllIS a ve·ry imp·r.obable event • 

. And s'o, despairing of the nation, and hoping only for the 
salvation of a small remnant, he began to talk of 'a winnow­
'ing fan to separ~te whe'at from chaff, and of an axe of 'judg­
~ent to hew c;l.own the worthless tree'." 

. While misinterpreting John, Bruce accurately e'Xploits the 
result of looking .for a kingdom that is dependent upon the 
conversion of the whole people to righteousness.. If the 
Bible proffers us nothing better, the present outlook is 
gloomy enoJigh to generate poig'll!ant grief. For two thou­
sand years the Church ha·s been at work in the world, and 
we are· s-till preying, with good 'occasion,. "Thy kingdom 
come." Three to four hundred millions of earth'·s inhabit­
ants are nominally Chri-stian! It has been said, with suffi­
cient conservatism', that perlhaps not more than one' in ten, 
or thirty to forty millions', of these are gen,uinely loyal to 
God, be.fng regenerate .by H'is Spirit, le'aving practically the 
whole of the fourteen hundred millions. yet to be converted 
before the Kingdom has fully come·. 

If to this it be, 'answered: "~ut the times past have been 
those of seed-lSow,ing and the. centuries are, now ripening to 
the harvest, false religions are just ready to fall, and .the 
religion of Christ to become the faith of all nations," we ask 
f~r the evide·nce·! The Christianity 'of Palestine perished 
on the very lSoil that sprouted ,jt; the Christianity of Rome 
became corrupt at the very time· when the Ohurch was in the 
pLace· of powe·r; the .Christianity of· Europe is' being dis­
credited at this moment, and assigned a place' in the Pan­
theon of Religions by its own· leading apostles. The subje,ct 
of eve·r-insistent debate in Amenca is whethe·r the candidates 
fo.r the minis-try are not diminJishing, and the denominations' 
-which are all too slowly increasing their numbers--are il·ot 
as certainly going into spiritual decay. Horton ("Teach­
ings of Jesus'," p. 27) frankly 'admits: "To·day a Chri'stian 
country is one· in which a maj.oirity ·of the peo-ple· appear 
absolute·ly indifferent to .religlion; a majori.ty of those whO' 
are· not indifferent are without en/thusiasm, without .passion, 
without zeal; while the most earnest are usuaUy sectarian 
rather than religious, capable only of interest in their 
church or their system or their shibboleth." 

Nearly thirty ye·ars ago, in ~hat matchless conference 
called by Nathanie,l West and others',. a speake·r raised this 
que·stion, "Do the poss~ble tMrty minions of genuine Chris­
ti/ens give· enoough to make .. all.the gifts of ·all the rest average 
a cent a week for the thirty millions fo.r mission eifor.t, pro­
pe·rly ·so-called? Do the ag·gregate of all the purely mis­
sionary contributions of the· world amount to $15,600,000 
per ·annum?" The· pitiful thing about ;this question- is that 
after ,all the boasted progress of these most l'emarkable 
years, the inte'Tl'ogation is pertin~nt still; while the· questIon 
with which he followed it is n!lIthing less' than painful: "Is 
the amount paid over I?y actual Cp.ristians,. that Christ's 
mandate, 'Go ye into 'all the world :and preach My Gospel to 
every creature,' may be' obeyed, as great as is the amount 
expended by the Church of God for need~ess-nay, for 
dange,rous and degrading luxurJes, such 'as wine, poor to-. 
bacco, .and even stronger stimulants·?" If you declare· "This 
is pelSsimism," I .answe·r, "For those· that have· no other pro­
spect than a Kingdom result~ng from the regeneration of the 
whole world, it is!" . But not for those of us' that know that 
when "this' gospel of the· kingdom shall have· been preached 
in all the world, for a witness, then shall the entI of this age 

.' 
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come." It shall terminate with the ~ppearance of the KIng 
Himself, the e'stablishment of H~s throne ,in righteousness, 
the lifting of the,decep1iion that has.'blind5d sinne;rs till now, 
by the chaining of Satan-the old deceiveT--<lmd the casting 
of him into the pat that he shall do his work no more. Then 
"·shan a nation be born at once." Then shall the maJor' 
promiose 'of the Minor Pr.ophet speedily ,be verified, and "the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the .glory of 
Jehovah BlS the ·water.s cover the sea" (Ha'b. 2:14). Then 
s,hall Daniel's vision be re,a.1ized (Dan. 2:1). 

If One wants to 'argue, as !!,ome do, that this ,prospect is 
too material to be pleasing, we only 'answer by ex,pre'ssing 
our. regret that God's. appointmeJJJts ,are not his pleasure. 
If he ,says furtheT, "It is too sensual to be spiritual," we' re­
ply by questioning, "Is it Scriptural?" The,re may be such 
a thing as learning at IIjLSIt that God's spiritual Kingdom is 
alI ·the more glorious becaus,e' of its material side, and the 
outlook of those that entertain this, "blessed ,hope," may prove 
at last to have been. just as broad ,as Biblical. Prof.' Lum­
mis saY's, "Many a visitor has' ascended the slope of Mt. 
Washington, drawn by the, snorting iron hor,se whose neigh­
ing eclJ,oed ba~k from cliff 'and r,avine, and has ,seen that rug­
ged, rock-crowned summit gr:ay with the mosses and lichens 
'of'unnumbered centuries, 'as the misJty robe that, dllaped the 
giant peak was lift.ed by the careering winds. He has a 
right to speak of the subUm!! view which, he has seen. But 
he has made· only o·ne a~cent.; he has iQoked from one posi­
tion only, a1though a Lavored s,pot it may be, and one that 
affords, Itp,e fine'st view 'of the monarch of NeiW England hills. 
But if he forgets or ignores, ,the ca1'll'iage road up from the 
Gle,n House; if he overlooks the' ,bridle path that winds up 
through the wooded hills and -bending valleys and. steep, pre­
cipitous ,acclivities ~rom the Crawford; if he' counts· not the 
devious footway I()f the lone pedestrian who, bY,some hitheif-

- to untrodden course, has clambered to the crown of' the 
m~untain king, he has not a complete .picture o.:!' the loftiest 
of the White Hills." The modern theologian that, conceiv­
ing the· Kingdom of Jesus, looks upward and views the. blue 
sky and gold ,and crimson clouds, and the brightness of the 
resplendeIl;t sun:, has a charming pictu;re, even if it be: a little 

. ethereal. But to complete· its beauty he· need,s the hills and 
valle~s, flowing as of old in the lan<l of Oanaan, with the milk 
and - honey; the palace ltoiWers of J e·rusalem, the golde'n, 
whiterobed company marching with crgwns on their heads 
and with pal~s in their hands to. the strains of celestial 
music; the· opening doors of the 1T0yal mansion, and the broad 
table sp'read wi·th ambrosial viands, fit for ,the children and' 
the brothers and sisters of a king; and seated guests, the 
patriarchs and prophe,ts, and all the godly race'. 

No timidity induced by skepticism within the nominal 
Church of .God, I()T wiJthout, shall make me diminish aught of 
what my Foather's legacy warrants me to expect.' t 'shall 
see the King in all His. 'glory, 'and·be feUow-!he·ir with Abra­
ham. In. company with the meek I shall posse'ss the ear,th. 
An humble and unworthy brother of Jesus. Chris,t, I am to 
have the body ,of my humiliati9n made like the body of His 
glory. . 

THE LAMENT OF T!"iE UNCARED FOR. 
Dr. S'amuel Levermore. 

One fine morning I met in the Ci'ty of London a very 
well-known ChrrStian'111erchant who had been a prom­
inent figure in all evangelical entel1prise for haH a cen­
tury. A man of a Chr,ist-like spiri1. He greeted me 

, . 

very warmJy, and then, under a sense of compulsion I 
said,. "'And how are you going on .spiritually? You do 
a lot for other people's souls, but how about ~our own?" 

The Result Was Staggering. -. 

He was powerfully moved. Grasping my hands he 
replied in a broken voice, "Listen! I have been spend­
ing my tinle. and money for many, many years, and· 
moved among Christian workers of every type, but 
never . . . never until this moment has any man cared 
for n1.Y soul, or spoken to me as you have done this 
morning." He 'could say no mGre. He is now in Heaven. 

OBe can ~e . . . 
. Lonely in a Cro,wd. 

David found it good to look back upon his CAVE ex­
perience. Let us look back with him. Here it is in a 
few verses. 
. His ""Spi~,!t was overwhelm.ed." .. He wa~ ignored. 
Dead ·cut. No man would know hil1l1." He was with­
out a spiritual Home: "Refuge failed me." He was 
without a real Pastor or Shepherd. "No. man care for 
l11y -soul." 

So much for <the earthl'), view, "my right hand." The 
look around. But there COmes a blessed change. 

David L~oks Up. - ' 
And there, in Jehovah, he finds .all he lacked 111 his 

IOl"!ely path down here. 

Thou art my portion Lord, it is enough 
My heart's deep longings all are satisfied: 
God is my refuge, 1hen the world's rebuff 
.T tlst serves)o drive me to the crucified. 

My .path so lonely---':not' a' soul to care: 
Not ·one tha·t really can be called a friend' 
Is now . all filled. with One so sweet so fair 
\<Vho says, "I will be with thee to the end." 

~~THE CANADIAN BAPTIST". 
. For the information of 9ur readers ~e may say we have 

e:x:amined The Canadian Baptist.-this week, but there is noth­
in~ in it of sufficient importance to deserve comment, except 
that th~re are' some quotations' from Abraham Lincoln's 
Gettysburg speech and a few things such as can be pnt to. 
gether at any time, as our anon;vmous Toronto correspondent 
remarked, with scissors and paste. . 

Weare becoming deeply concerned for the future of The 
Canadian Baptist. Week by w~ek it is almost screaming for 
~elp. Apparently it is losing subscribers. We should be very 
sorry to see The Canadia.". Baptist go out of business, because 
by contrast every issue makes new friends for The Gospel 
WitneSs. We should like to be of some real assistance to our 
Church ~treet contemporary, and even th9ugh you do riot 
expect to get five cents'. worth of value for your year's sub­
scription," we appeal to our read,ers to do ~he charitable thing 
and put $2.00 into Th~ Canadian Baptist's collection box. We 
may assure our readers that its ~eekly visit will not make 
very great demands upon anything but theii.· patience-a few 
minutes' perusal will satisfy one that nothing worth reporting 
has occurred in the Convention of Ontario and Quebec except 
that Brother W. C. Senior is still .pleading the budget, and 
Brother R. D. Warren is at the same old stand waiting to 
receive contribution~. Anyone able to render assistance for 
our hard-pressed Church Street contemporary will be "..on­
ferring a great favour upon The Gospel Witness. 

<.' 
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~bt J arbi~ ~trttt J)ulpit 
The Significance of the Agreement Betwe~n the Roman 

I:'ontiff. and -the Russian Soviet . 
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. ~. Shield·s. 

P~eached in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday Ev~riing, April 7th, 1929. 

(StenogrlllPhicalIy Reported) 

"Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye soornful men ,tha.t rule this .peopl~ which is in ·Jerusalem. 
"Because' ye have said, We have made a covenatll!; with death, and with hell are we, at a~eement: when 

the overflowing scourge 'shall pass through, it shaH not come unto us: fOT we haY'e made bes our l'efu,ge, 
and under falsehood have we hid ourselves,: 

"Therefore thus saith the Lord Gl)d, Behold, I lay in Zi9n for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a 
precious corner stone, a sure founda.tion: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

"Judgmetll!; also will I lay to the li,ne, and righteousnes,s. t<;> the plummet: and the hail shall sweep 
away the refuge of lies, and "the waters shall overflow the hldm'g place. . 

"And your covenant wiJth death shall be disannulled, and your agreement With ~ell s'ha'l! no,t stand; 
when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shallibe trodden down by It.''-ls'alah 28:1"4-18. 

Prayer befpre the Sermo~. we had been invited jointly to oonduct a funera'l ser-
vice. This pa,rti~ular bl'other had h.ad gr'eatsorl'ow 
in his own home: :his only- son had been suddenly 
twken fr'om hi m, then his wife hwd been taken fl'om 
his side. He ha:d had a seri'es' of what people wouLd 
call misf.ortunes. As we wde t'ogether to :the funeral 
I was led to make some remark albou't the sorrow that 
:had 'oome into the lives of the 1pedPloe whom we :had 

We' rejoice, 0 Lord, in the assurance tha.t Thou art ever 
the same. Tho'll hast not abdicated' Thy throne; Thou hast 
not laid Thy sce'ptre 'by. We thank Thee, for the iprivilege of. 
access to the King of Icing,s and ,Lord of loords, to Whom all 
authority belongeth in heaven and on ·earlth. W,e thank Thee 
tha,t we are a.s.sured in Thy Wo,rd thast the lives of Thy ipeople 
are in the' hands of Him Who sittelth upon the throne. ' We 

, rejoice' to believe that all things work together for good to 
them that love God. 

We' pray for discerning minds this e'vening; for the illumi­
nation of the Holy Spirit, that we may 'be men and women 
who have, underslta.nd~ng of ,the' times to know'what I'srael 
oUglht t~ d-o; that we may be so related to Him Who is upon 
the throne tha.t we may 'be unmoved by the things aibO'Ut us so 
far as our own interests are concerned'. W il be'seech Thee 
'to speak to us, this evening out of Thy Word, and help us in 
the light of this divine revelation e'ver to interpret the eVents 
of our time. . 

It m.ay be there are some in Thy presence this evening who 
are strangers to the pardoning 'grace of our Lord JesUIS 
'Chri'st, who have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, 
ibut who have never yet with the eye of faith he,hela Thee,. 
We pray that in the' service ,this evening the quickening 
ministry o()f the Holy Ghost may he exercised, that men may' 
be convinced of sin, a,nd righteousness" and judgzrient. We 
th!ank Thee for Him Whom Thou hast exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give re'pentance :to Israel, and forgiveness 
of sins., Conf~r up:on all this evening the illuminating grace 
of .the Holy Spirit. Oh, for the grace of the Spirit to look 
upon all the events of the times in the light that shines from 
,the throne of our God! So bring us all into ril.rht relationship 
with '1'hee, amd thus into right relation'ship to the univers~ 
of law a.bout ~s. Glorify Thyself in: this service, we beseech 
Thee, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. co . 

, In recent years the world ha's become a'ccuS'tomed 
to what but a f~w years ago would have been looked 
upon as unusual events. I think I have bef.ore called 
your attellition ~to the fad that juS't before the Gr'eat 
War we all we;·e shocked by 'cel'tilin great tragedies 
such as that o'f the Titanic disaslter and the sinking' 
of the Empress of Ireland. Then w'e gradually became 
accustomed to tragedy. W'e, saw 'from day to day 
reports of the sinking oOf many Titanics and ofthe loss 
of thousands of lives, ulllti'l by ,and 'by it seemed as 
though nothing could shock us. I l'ecall oncea1Jt'end­
ing a funeral service with an Epis~opalian clergyman; 

. bo1!h been asked that day to console. It was a peculiarly 
s'ad vi-s~tatj:on. But he was rather u·nlffioved. He ,s'aid 
to 'me, "Y,ou know, ,'brother, it is possible to have 'so 
much 'sorrow that by and 'by one ,ceases to feel it. I 
have myself become 'benumbed until it-seems as though 
nothing could hurt me." 

And that is possible. '\\Te 'beoome inured to pain 
at l'ast. You have seen it in the physical realm; one 
who 'has been called upon to ,suffer much, who has 
been chosen in ,the furnace of affliction-yoOu .have seen 
S'uch an one in his long~dra'wn-out agony, and have 
wondered how it was poss.ible .for ,the human frame to 
endure such things. And yet 'such sufferers have 
become so wccustomed tp it -that they "have learr~ed 
to smile thl'Ough their agonies. That sa!me principle 
oOperate·s 'On a larger scale: it is possible for the public 
mind to become so accustomeg :to strange happenings 
thrut it ceases to react to their horl'Or. 

A little white ago, only a few weeks 'a~o, ,the world 
was startled ;by the announcement that a Iba-s'is of 
agre"ement hal 'been reached between the-I had 
al'most said the two principal't)"rants of earth; Mus­
sC?lini 'and the Pope. '\Then I say that I intend.,nothing 

·pers'onal: I refer rather to the' systems they represent. 
And agruin I say, I have, no word 'of 'd'isreS'pect to utter, 
respe~ting our ROm'an Cart:holic fr.iiends. In my dis­
cussion this ,evening I shall refer to a system whi.ch 
is hoary with age, and whose deed'S have been written 
in -crimson upon the pages of' history. These 'events 
are indisputable. The Roman Ca'vhO'Hc Church cannot 
,escape the record of the paS't, nor can she ever be 
separated from it without a:n open a'nd complete dis­
avowal and repudiati'on 'Of a,ccord w:ith the things 0'£ 
the years that have gone .. 
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But now we have 'heard' of another str·ange· oc-cur­
rence. Soviet Russia :has no paral'l:el' ·in human history. 
If I 'ha:d svood in this pulpit, and on' the Ibasis of the 
'Prophetic scriptures, had that 'been unmistakably :p-q'S­
s'ible', had undertaken to predict, say fifteen years ago, 

. that the great Russian Empi"rec'Ould cOollapse; that 
the r'egime of the Czar,' with all ·'that it represented, 
could pass in brt a night;. and that one hundred 'and 
eightjr milli'ons 'Of people 'could come in a £.e-w weeks 
under the despotic rule o{ a man who had but a year 
or so 'before 'been a poo'r' printer in New' York who 
had not enough m'Oney to pay his rent-if anyone had 
uttered a prediotion :1'ike that, I am sure all would 
have agreed that he was 'a bit of a fa,natic, and moslt 
people would have been prepar'ed t'O say that he was 
mentally unlbalanced. Yet all the precedents 'of h~s­
torY have been set ·aside, and in the chaotic ·condition 
'of ·what was· once the Russian Empire we 'have a 
si1tuation, I ,;enture to .affirm, that is a!bsolutely wi,th­
out historic parallel. Sovietism.'has bec'Ome in our 
thought ,i'dentified with a bl'oody, merciless., system Oif 
despotiC rule, No moral justification couId possi'bly be 
found f'Or Sovietism. No one who knows anything 
ahout i,t can deny that it is a little bit of 'hell ·on earth, 
a portion of the pit let loos'e among men. The 'Out­
s-tanding 'characteristi'c of that rule ,is that it is essen­
tiallv atheistic~there is no God'. 

I .have heard Pastor F~t1er -de'S'cribe a cartoon in one 
o!f ·the Soviet papers in which a Rus·sian. workman wa,s 
represented as climbing a la·elder to the skies with a 
great hammer .in his hand. At the {'oot .of the ladder 
there were representati'Ons of the wr·eck ·of 'Old Russia, 
the bodies. ·of the CZ'ar and his family and a:ll the 
desltructions wrought by the Soviet. The -man on ,the 
ladder' was' repres;entative of the Russian working 
classes, his sleeves' roll-ed up, and a great lhammer in 
his hand. At the top OIf the ladder ther·e was a repre­
sentati'Ol1 of the Celesti-al City with God as its' Ruler, 
and ,the !blasphemous word' "beneath the 'Pi'cture was 
to this effect, "'VIle have destroyed the earthly Czar;' 
now we will destroy the Heavenly Czar."! Russia is 
represented as <;limbing a -ladder to heaven, 'hammer 
in hand .. to defy' the King of kings, and to blot out 
from among Imen' all recogniti-on of God. 

I say, that is the card/inal principle of Sovietism. 
Public worship has been forbidden, and f'Or a long time 
the circulation of, the Scriptures was prohihite.d.o Sun­
day Schools are no,t ·allowed, and' ,every effort has been 
made under the Soviet regime to. bl'ot out every 
remembrance of God. . . 

On the oth,er hand, you have ·the Rorp.an Catholic 
hierarchy, a religious organizati·on. and of course 
politica'l as ",·ell. a 'church \vhich furthers its principles 
by political means, and even Iby the sword and the 
fagot when that is p'0ssi'ble---,but essenti-al'ly religious; 

. f.or the head of that, system c1ClJims t'O be the one and 
only authorl'tative represen:tative of God on ·earth. 

In those systems are tvvfo 'opposites; one tha1t says 
there is 11'0 God. and the ·other whose 'head ·almost 
fullfils the des·cription of Antichr·i·s1t sitting "in the 
temple 'of God, shewing himset:f that he is God"; 
c1a.iming at le'as'!: to be the v.icegerent of uod, the 
representative ()If God. 

Vati-can, and by the terms of that 'agreement the 
· Roman Catholic Church is to have full .liberty '-to 
propagate ·its p'rindples' in Ru·ssia. W·as there ev·er.a 
greater contradiction than t:hat? 'Vhat explariat,ion 
can you fi'11Id for the ·co-operation of the1se moral and 

, political incomp'atibilities·? For I venture Ito .say that, 
· .externally at least, it would be :diffi1cult to find in all 
the earth two systems more directly opposed to each 
other than .Russian Sovietism and Roman CathOoloi-cism, 
y ~t we find ,them in agreement at this point, and· while 
other r:e'ligions are forbidden, Roman Catholici·sm is 

· to 'have freedom ,to propogate itseLf within the boun­
dari·es of Sov,iet Russ·i-a. 

I's there an~ scriptural explanation of this strange 
situation? There ar·e some' 'Of my friends who would 
undertake perhaps to point you to specifi.c prophecies, 
and ,say ·vhat, in this parti'cular, prophecies ·are .fulfill-ed. 
Personally, I hav·e not the slig.htest doubt that if now 
it were p'0s'Sii'ble ifor us· to understand the ultimate 
import of the prophetic scripttiresa:SI we shall under­
stand ,them in the light of ,their 'own fu'lfil.ment, we 
should find tha't prophecies 'Of the Word of God are 
being fulfiII-ed before our eyes. But I question the 
ability of any·on!e un:mistakably to establiSih that spe­
cifi·c Ip·rop:he-c.i~s are 'now being spe'oi-fically fulfilled. 
There w·iII be a day wheru He "Vhq sits upon the throne 
wii'! take the litHe book and break the 'sea'los, and when 
all who are 'gathered ab-out the <throne, the dde·rs. and 
others, will tak,e,·t:he golden vials: fun of incells·e w.hich 
are the..tprayers of saint~, and they will strike their 
har.ps in ·celebration 'Of that v,ictorious houT. Every 
prayer that has ever been offered by ·a faithful servant 

· of God will a!t 'last be answered, 'aneli every prophecy 
recorded, (which -is s-ym1bolized ·in Scripture 'by the 
harp), every prophecy tha1t has 'been uttered will to 
the la's-t jot and tittle be fulfiUed. In the light of thos,e 
events ,the '¥orcl of GOod will -be verified and vindi'cated 
among us; and while I de'sptise not prophesying, I 
hav·e not the w~S'eliom to identify these specific fulfil­
mJents. Notwithsta,nding, r dare say there are pro­
'pheti,c writings whi'ch are in process of fulfilment in' 
individual and national 1ife on ·every hand to-day, had 

• one 'but ev·es to see. , , 

1. 
In fhe event under 'cOonsiclerati'on, as in this text, we 

have an illustration of this principle: THE ESSEN'l'IAJ, 
UNITY, OF' Au, NONI-CHRISTIAN FORCES. I do not even 
say, at the mome'11lt, anti..:Christian 'fm'ce:s, but ,the 
essential oneness, in nature and essence and pUl'1pose, 
of every principle ·and of every ~orce that is ·not 'in 
a'ccord w,ith FIiIm' "Vho sits upon the throne. Could 
w·e see vhings as clearly as God see's them I think \~e 
s,hould come ,to understanld that in all the universe" 
there a·re' but two principles: ri-gthteidusness and' un­
righteousness, Jight and darkness, good and. evil, life" 
and death, God and the ,devil; ·and that it is 'for ever 
true vhat whosoever i·s, n'ot for Christ,' in the nature 

· of the cas'e, must be agClJinst Him. ' 
Let me find' a few hi·storica'l il'l-uS'trations of that 

pri,ncipl-e. I 'conieSis I am more a't home ill the historic 
than in' the .propheti-c r·ealm. I find that in the ,inter­
pretation of histOory one has to ·study accuracy, and b-:. 
sure of ,the facts. But in the i'11terpretClJti'on of prophecy And 11'0\'\' comes the strange news tha·t the SovieJt 

Government 'pave entered into agreement with the · all through the unmeasured future ·one can give 
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imagination full play, an.q nohody 'on earth can say 
you are wrong. But her,e is, a principle thalt has 
abundant illustration in the history of the pa'St. 

\i\Then Jesus was born in Bethlehem of J uclaea, when 
He \i\Tho was Him/self the Light came into this dark­
ened world, He :came at the d'ark,esrt hour of its history, 
and w~as born in Bethlehem of Jud'a-ea "in the days oi 
Herod ,the king". \i\TouM it not appear fl'Om the 
beginning that 'Our Lord Jesus was not an indigene 
of this world, but ade'licate ,exoltic, that He dj.d nqrt 
belong- to this dime -l;mt was an importa'tion? He 
came from somewhere else .. From the very beginning 
it was apparent what later He Himself saj.d, "I ,am 
fr:om a!bove; ye are from beneath." And 'scarcefy had 
His a-d'v-ent ·been heralded 'by theangels and witriessed 
by the s'tar until Herod ·conspir·ed with others to put 
an end to the young Child's life. 

Lalter you find two great char~ders in hisrtory, Pilate 
and' Herod, coming ,toge'ther, drawn by a common 
interest. P,ilate and Herod 'were 'enemies-; they lOad 
not been on Ispeaking terms for a long time. An'd wil:l 
you mark ;this, that Herod w-as a Sadducee who be­
li-eved there was "neither angel, nor 'spirit"" The 
cardinal doOctrine of the Sadducee'S, inlV-olved the denial 
of the resurrecti'on. Therefor-e the Sadducees had -no 
love for·lthe Pharisees. You remember how Paul, with 
marvellous shr-ewdnesSl, drove a wedge intoO hi'S a,udi­
ence -by S'aying. "o.f the hope and ·resurrectioOn 'of the 
dead I am ,called in questi'On." He ·divided his ,con­
gregation on tha-t issue: "\iVhen he 'had 'so said, there 
arose a dissens.j'on between the Pharise,e'S and ,the 
Sadducees: and the multitude was divided. For the 
Sadducees _say that there 1S no resurrection, neither 
angel, nor ,spiri,t: but the Pharisees 'coOnfe:ss both. And 
there a'I"Ose a great cry: and the 'Scrihes -that were of 
the Pharisees' part aroOse, and strove, saying, \i\T,e find 
no evil in this man." Then the Sadducees became his 
bitter opp.onents. 

You hav'e, therefoOre. three contrary dements: Pilate 
and Herod oOut of fellowship, n'Ot. on speaking terms; 
and bo'th of them equally opposed to the Pharisees 
'whoO ar·e.mainly responsible for Christ's being brought 
to trial; and yet )"ou find Pilate and, Her·od and the 
Pharisees and all -other non-Chris'tian foOrces unilted in 

- the crucifiXiion oOf Jesus Christ. T:hat runs all down 
through.human history. Ou.r I.lo·rd Jesus was under 
no .delus-ion or misapprehenS'ion. He sa·id, "Satan is 
never divi'ded against himS'elf.", Long before th€ AUi-es 
olf Europe discovered the absolute indispensability of 
,the principle of unity of command, Beelzebub ,di-slcov­
ered it, and his house' has never -been div·ided again'St 
itself. \i\1here Christ -and His Word and His Itmth 
are rut is,sue" w'here l~rinciples of rigMeousrie'Ss and 

'justice 'are con<;,erned, you may always -depend upon. 
the unification of the ~or-ces that are blpp'os'ed; they 
wiJl present, as R!ome and M,oscow do to-day, a united 
front to all tha't emanates fmm God. 

Another illus'tra;t-i'on. V.le used to have in this -coun­
try two political parti'es-I suppose we have still, but 
they are both so insignificant that noibody knows any­
thing all)out ei-ther of them. But -there used to be two­
very clearly defined political panties'. \i\Then certain, 
gr-e:at moral issues were championed by wouId-be 
moral reformers, let tis take the caSie 0:£ prohibilti'on 
or 'temperance reform as an example, and wha~ did we 

find? Both parties, in respect to that moral question, 
would find a middle ground of -compromise; and. when 
it was hoped, -as s'ome men did ,hope, to inrtroduce the 
~principle of moral ref.orm into the poliotical l~fe 'So as 
too have it championed by one' panty at the eX!pense 
of the other, by dedion time Herod and Pilate had 
got together and had a handshak-e 'over the businesS'! 
In the United States Mr. Smith p-ro1'efted the temper­
ance issue into the 'late Pl"e'sidential 'campaign, and the 
Republican party were sh-r-ewd 'enough to make poli­
tical caJp'ital of it. But you must not run a,lIlay' with 
the idea tha,t the battle f0r temperance in the United 
StaJtes i's 'ov'er. In that one particular instance they 
capitalized it politi'cally, lbut if I were an American, 
citizen I woOuld say, "You will 'be a paJck of simpletons 
if you 'sit do,\~rt and thi'nk the victory won now for all 
time to oome." 'I":he Repuh'licans and Democra'ts may 
get together yet to kill a'n issue that stands for that 
which is right. Our Lord nev,er eXlpected a division 
-in Beelzebub's ranks. 

S'O you have MuS'solini cqming into accord with the 
Bope, wi,th the Vatican; and now the Vatican into 
accord with Moscow. \i\~hat is at the bottom of it? 
Is it not suggestive of the unifying effect olf a coml11on 
obj.e~t? The Chur-ch 'Of Rome is a r,eligious organiza~ 
tion, but it is as opposed to the represen'tati'on of God 
in this BOoOk as anything could possibly be. On -the 
other hand, Russia would Jexdude God from His 
universe. But in'_ their coO-nimon opposition to the great 
principles of truth they can j-oin hands and come into 
perfect agreement. ' 

U. 
, I ask another question: DOES NOT ALL THIS SHOW IN 
\i\THA'l' A STATE OF PREPA~EDNESS THIS EARTH IS FOR 
THE APPEARANCE AT ,I:AS1' OF ANTICHRIS1~? Does it not 
show,that? How easy flor r,eligioU's Rome and political, 

. Russia to ~bury the hatchet and come ltogether! How 
easy for Rome aFld JVlussolini to r'each a common agree­
ment! That is 11'0t surpri'sing! \iVhat have you here 
in your own ci-ty? in yoOur oOwn Denomination? Ar,e 
you a Bapt'ist? You .will find 'carna'l nature under' a 
religious disguise ,denying the essentials oOf the Chri-st­
ian religion, and Joif!ing hands, with every sinner in 
Toronto to uncroOwn Jesus Ch-rist. I have no ht;si-tation 
in slaying that these m;odernisti1C tea'chers-I do not 

. say that they are deliberately cioing so. I am afraid I 
should have to deny to some of them the di-scernment 
that sU'ch delibera,tion would imply-I would not say 
thrut they are deliberately the conl'e-derates of anti.: 
christian forces, but I cQn'tend' that 'eve'ry man-in 
Mc,Master . Univ-ersity, in Vlidoria Col'Iege, or any 
other coHege-every man who -denies the supreme 

, authority of Jesus Chrislt as the one and oOnly adequate 
-·revelati'On of God, the man who doe'S that is doing the 

devil's business, and he joins wi,th the Pope and with _.' 
-the-So-viet and with every woOrk,er of iniquity through­
out the world to take the fear of God from bef'Ore men's 
eyes. "Ye have siaid, V·." e have ma:de a covenant wi,th 
death, and with hell are ,\r,e, at agreement: when the 
overflowing scourge shall pass thl"ough, it shall not 
come unto uS': -for we have made lies our refuge, and 
under falsehood have we 'hid ourselves." , 

Tlhat is -the present situation. That is- not an ex­
aggeration. If yo.u lqok abroad to-day. you will find 
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that there is an 31greement, n'ot only 'between Rome. 
and M'oscow, but ther:e seems to be an agreement be­
tween all our ,educational in.stiotutions. Do you know 
'that Bolshevism and Sov,ietism and everything ,that 
makes for lawlessness has its ,chief seat in t4e educa­
ti'Onal in'stitutions 'of this continent? Everywhere! 
They are rif.e wi,t.h i,t, br·eaking down the mqral stand­
anls, denying and repudiating all dbjerctive authority. 
Dr .. Fosdi,ck's doctrine of the rig.ht ,of ·se'lf-expressi'on 
is -the vervantithesis of the Chri'stian doctrine of self­
denial; t11at thing giv'es lic'ense' to ~hat which is basest 
and wo·rst in man. It is all one, whether. it be a political 
expres'sion ·such as you 'hav,e in Sovietism; 'Or a re-' 
ligious expression, suoh as you have in R'oman 
Catholic.ism; or an intellectual expressi'on, such a's 
you have in the l'ealm of s'Ci-en'ce and phi10'sciphy,and 
in education general'ly; ··o·r shall I' say a dome·stic 
expression, . such as you see so often in family life 
.to-day, in the prevSlI'ence Of div,orce, ·in the breaking 
of family tj,es, in the. setti~lg up of hum'an s'tandards 
in substitution f'o,r ,the standards of God-in: wh3ltever 
realm you see it, it i,s all one,a,nd is only an expr,e'S's-ion 
of that everlasting· truth tha:t "the ·carnal mind is 
enmity ;tga·inst God·: f.or it is not sulb}eot to the 'law' 

, of God, neither indeed can be." . 

M'en 'te'll us that thi's 'conditi'on ·of things is ,to 'he 
remedied 'by ,gradual'processes. I have observed that 
some of ·our lVl'odemistic ·friends ar-~ very indignant 
at the idea that present 'condliltions' are to be terminarted 
by some catadysmic event. "That is contrary to our 
evolutionary phil'Os'Ophy!' That is not how it will take 
p\ace! 'I1hings gradually get 'better and' hetter, and 
it is useless for us' to ,e~pect .that some time the world's 
af!airs will reach a cris·is." A:h, 'hut rpy ,friends, you 
remember how Tenny~on rejferr~'d vaguelx-and he 
was not always tlleologlca'lly sound, grea,t poet though 
he was, who faintly trusted "the larger hope"":"""'he did 
sing of tha! 

"One far-off -divine event 
To which the whole 'creation mov'es." 

And there is sU'ch an 'event. There is such an ev'ent! 
I would not say thM: it is far o·ff .. "Ye know neither 
the ·dav nor the hour wherein ,the Son of man coQineth." 
. But"I remind you-and you may take this ·text quite 
apart from the context i'f yoQu like-that it contains a 
principle of divine goV'er~ment; it is a fun,da:mental 
principle ·wrought· into rthe very warp" and wtqof of 
things; it is God's invariable ~ethod of ··doing ,things. 
History is a recoQrd orf ·succ'essive· ·crises, and there never 
was a greater lie foisted upon the human intellect than 
the evoluntionary hypothesis. There is nqthing in all 

. hun]an history .to lend ·it probability, if only one's eyes 
were oQpen to the 'truth, not one. - Birth is a cri's-is, 
ma·rriage, death, everything. The history of any 'rarce, 
the hist9ry 'of any nation, is a succession of crises. 
Here a crisis is predicted~as though'the Lord said, 
"And so you have made a 'covenant with ·dea,uh, have 
you? You have enter·ed into an agreement, have you, 
with ·death. and the grave? Y'ou 'say tha,t against 'that 
day you have made 'a refuge ·cif lies, and under false­
hood have .you hid yourselves. But", sait'h the Lord, 
the high and lofty. One \iVho inhabitest .eternioty, "Be­
hoQld!" Open your eyes now,! "Behold, I lay in Zion 

for a_ f.oundation 'a ·stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner, srone, a sure foundatilOn: he. that 'bel,i'eve-th 
shall 11'0t make has,te. J udlgrp:ent 'arso win I lay to the 
line, and righteousnes's to ·the plU1mmet"":"""and listen. 
Did you wake up l'a.-st nig.ht in the hail storm? If you 
did not, and I were an alarm-clock salesman I would 
not call on you, rior if'you could steep thr·ough th"at Y01:1 

can s'l'e'ep <through anything; i,t was enouga to waken. 
~anylbbdy. But it w'as a very small. thing to what shall 
come in that day. Hear ·it: "And the haql shall swreep 
away the refuge of lies, ·and the waters shall overflow 
the hiding pla'ce. And, your cov,enan,t with de3lth shaH 
'be .disannulled, and your agr·eement with liell shall 
not stand; when the overHowing ,scourge shall pass 
'through, then ye shall be t'rodden -down by it." 

L~t me ,~s'5ure you t.hat Jesus Chr'is't is coming again. 
He IS -commg again! And He ,i,s coming in ·such ·a way 
that "every eye shall see him; and they also which 
pierced 'him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail 
becaus'e 'Of him." Yes, He \,y,ill ,come in -the lightning 
and .Ithe thunder, "for as the lightning cometh out oQf 
the east, and sh·ineth even unto the west· so-shall 'also 
the coming of the SoOn ,~.£ -man 'be." H.e is coming 
again! 

In view of that as'suranc~ I am not greatly disturbed 
by the machinations of ·the Pontiff of Rome; I 'am not 
losing 'a:ny 'sleep 31boQut the agreements enltered into 
by the Sovi'et 'or ·anyhody .else. I know that every 
covenant with iniquity ~hall 'be -disannulled. No agree­
ment 'uhat a man, or any aggregati'on of men ·or natioQns, 
can make, no matter what armies they have behind 
them, no matter what organization, what stotes of 

. wealth, there is no covenant, there is. no agreement, 
that can 'secur~ .for the worker·s· of iniquity immuni,ty 
fro~ the judgments of God, for .He will come again, 
and He will balance ,the·lp'OoQks. 'Fo Him ev·ery knee 
s:hall 'bow and e'Very -tongue shall C'onfess that Jesus 
Christ is L'Ord to the gloQry of God the Father. . 

There is no hope for this old world apart ·from that. 
Oh, that He would rend ',the heavens and come down 1 
Do you pray? Do )'Iou take t'he 'prayer of tlhe last b'O'9k 
-of the Bilble and when you.hear Him saying, "BehoQld. 
I 'come quickly", does your weary heart answer Him. 
no,t ibecause you are weary, bttt 'because you l'Ove His -
appea'ring, "Even so ·come, Lord. J esU's"? 

I shaH n'Ot go into a. dis'cussioQn of all the parti'culars 
of His 'c'Oming, f'Or the reas'On that I. am not half so 
sur·e 'orf some of thes'e things as ·many of my fdends are,. 
but there is ·one thing about wlhkh I am concerned. 
I \vent to a home one day. It comes to my mind now 
as an illustrati'on, ,though it was many years ago when 
I \Va~ pastoQr 'o'f, a little country church. I was asked 
to ca'll at a certain home .one afternoon, and I caHed . 
They were young people, a. young man and 'his wife· 
who wete the house'hoM,ers; but the wife had invited 
all her s·isrters. I do not know how many there were, 
but there was a large family. She had inv,ited them to , 
meet the.preach.er! . I do noQt know that there was any 
ulterior motive in ·it,. but there they were! When I 
came in they were 'sitting ra'ther ·stiffly all 'around -the 
1"oom. Pres'ently a l'ittle' girl 'came .in, the 'ch:i'ld nf the 

. family 'Of the h~us~. They had oQnly 'one chiJ.d, ,a l.ittle· 
tot 'Of a.-bout f.our or five years' oQf age. She went shyly' 
up to one auntie and to'Ok hold oQf her clothes and said, 
"Auntie M'ary, what have you got Your !best dress on 
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for?" She was manilfestly emlbarras's'ed-I mean the 
auntie, not the 'little girl! The child went oV'er -to 
an'Other auntie and, ·said, "You have got y'Our ·best 
dr·es'S on ,too." Then she stepped out into the middle 
of the mom ahd looking around said, "Why, you all 
look 'as if you were 'specting company." I 'expect 'they 
weret And it was. perfectly natuml that they s:hould 
have 'On thei'r <best dothes. I do -not have a chance to 
vis·it my friends often, "but if I S'hould go to your house 
some time, aI'thoug:h I will not 'be so impo'lite as to 
call attention to it, "I ,shall not be offended if you have 
Y'0ur 'best cl'Othes 'on !-Ana if you come.'to my house 
I will not put on the pool'1est I have', I 'assure you! 
We ought to make the beslt appeal'1ance we can. r 

But I wonde·r how 'Y'ou Wlould -like to 'be dressed 
when th~ L6rd Jesus come'S!? I wonder 'how you would 
like to, appear then? You may !be in error about 'some 
things, you' may be uninformed~as most -of us will 
discover we are when He 'comes. There will be many 
surprises, but arbout one 'matter we can afford t'O make 
no mistake': 'We had better be sure' we have our best dress 
on when He comes. There will be no time,to get ready. 
You remember ·that while' the foolish virgins went 
aw·ay t·o. buy of those who -sold, in 'their 'abs'ence the 
bridegroom came-an'd "the door was shut." And it 
will he too late to go to the tail-or 'or to ·the dress­
maker w.hen He comes! It will be too 'late to get.ready 
when suddenly a light -that never was on sea or land 
sha:n shine If-rom heaven, 'and He Vlho is ,the expres'S 
image of the Divine Pers'on shall .. come with flaming 
fire "taking vengeance ·on them that know n'ot 'God, 
and ·that -obey not the gos'pel-.alf our Lord' Jesus -Ghrist". 
It will be !fOlO -late then to get ready,' s.o we had be1lter 
get ready ncow. How may we"he ready? We shall 
aH 'have to wear the s'ame dress then. Nothing else 
wiil ·do,-

"Jesus, .Thy bl'Ood :and righteousness 
My beauty ·are, my glorious dress; 
'Mid flaming worlds in these arrayed 
With Joy shaI,l I lift up my head." 

If we are s·o dothed we shall be rea:dy when He comes. 

penalty -of our sin 'by f.acing it, repenting of it, acknowl­
ediging it, and begging forgiveness for __ it. . We pray 
Thee to look ·in mercy upon this 'congrega!tion, and if 
.we have never sought Thy' forgiving gr3!ce before, 
help us to 'seek it now. Thou great God and Saviour, 
for "Vhosle' coming we look; in Whose promises we 
hope; V":llO'se appearing, if we know ·our own hea'l'1ts, 
we love, 'fihou great GOod and' Saviour, look upon this 
assembly this evening, and if we 'have never prayed 

. ilt bef-or.e, help us from our hearts to pray now, "God 
be merc·iful to me a sinner." 

(My f,riends, people pray in ooncert sometimes. W~ 
did thi's morning. We pmyed together, "0 Lord, 
revive Thy work." ShaH we not all pray this evening, 
as though we wer.e co·thing to God for, the first time, 

- God be merciful to me a sinner. Let us repeat it 
together,-the congregation joined in Slaying "God, 
'be mercifu'l to me a ,sinner.") 0 L'ord, Thou !hast said 
in Thy Word that whosoe\rer shall call upon the name 
of the Lotd ,shaH be saved. Some perhaps have called 
upon Thee for the first time in fhis s-impl-e sentence. 
Giv·e to all, such the wi'tnes's ·of the Spirit, and h-elp us ' 
al'l to rest upon Thy precious promise, and to go away 
from this pJa'Ce rejoicing that we have no'thing Ito ,fear 
for time ·or £or eternity, but that we ·are 'saved for ever' 
through faith \n the, Lord Jesus Chris,t .. \llle ask it in 
His name, Amen. 

F.B.Y.P.A. CONVENTION 
in 

JARVIS ST. BAPTIST CHURCH 
Toronto 

Thursday and Friday, May 23rd and 24th 
THURSDAY, May 23rd. 

Morning: 
10.00 Meeting of the Executive Council. 

Afternoon: 
2.00 Meeting of the Executive Council. 
7.30 Song Service-led by Mr. W. J. Hutchinson, To-

ronto. , 
8.00 Devotional Period-Rev. J. W. Bower, Hamilton. 
8.15 Music, Business, and Offering. 
8.30 Address.: DR. J. W. GILLON, of Shawnee, Okla. 

FRIPAY, May 24th. " 
Morning: . 

You may have the r·obe of righteous.ness ,this even­
'ing by sim ply repenting -of your sin, making a' full and 
'free. and frank ·confess-i'On of it to Him, and putting 
jrour ·trust whoHy in the Atoning Sa:crifi·ce. If you do 
that, 'if you 'trust H.im, it wil'l'make no difference then 
whether He shall c·ome to-night or at the C!ock-crowing 
or in the morning, w:h!!never He comes we shall be, 
rea:dy,-ready to go in wilth Him to the marriage. 

9.30 Song Service-led by Mr. W. J. ·Hutchinson, To-
ronto. . 

10.00 . Prayer, Praise, and Tes·timony-led ,by Mr. E. 
Sharrett, Hamilton. 

10.45 Welcome to Delegates-Dr. T. T. Sh·ields. 
-Rev. Sydney Lawrance. 

Reply-Pastor A. J. Milligan, Ottawa. " 
11.00 Music, Announcements, and Offering. 
11.15 Address: DR. J.' W. GILLON. 
12.00 Adjournment.' 

I have dOone with this: there ,is no .other· way o.f 
es,ca,pif!g the o~erfl-owing ·soourge. ~here is no of her 
waY'·ot· avoi'ding the awlfitl judgments of God but by 
hiding in Him 'Vho is the Rlock -of Ages: 

"R'ock of Ages, deft £.or me, 
• I 

Let me hide'myse}:f in Thee." 

That would Ibe a good hymn for dosing; would it not? 
But before we sing it, let us pray: 

o Lord o~r .. God, we would flee Ithisevening ·from 
the refuge of lies to the Refuge of Truth. ' We would 
hide in Him WhO' is' the Truth. We would escape the 

Afternoon: . 
2.00 Song Service-led ,by Mr. W. J. HutchinsQn. 
2.30 Reports. 
3.00 Conference and Introduction of Scripture Courses. 
3.30 'Prayer,' Praise and Testimony-led by Rev. James 

Hall, Ottawa. 
Music and Offering. 

4.00 Address: DR. J. W. GILLON . 
4.45 Adjournment. 

Evening: 
6.30 to 7.00 Organ Reciital-Mr. C. L. Penney. 
7.00 Song Service. 
7.30 Devotional Service. 
7.45 Report of Nominating Committee. 

Music and Offering. 
8.15 Address: DR. J. W. GILLON. 
9.00' Ad-j~urnment. 

• 
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~bt Wnion Jjaptist Witness 
These pages (13 and 14) are the Authorized Official Organ of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario 

and Quebec. 

COll~municatio1Ul for this department 
should be addressed direot to W. Gordon 
Brown, BOz 502, Orangeville. Ontario. 

* * * 
"THE GOD OF PATIENCE.". 

There is a sentence in the .old Testa­
ment that s'ays, and ,it has application 
in the Kingdom .of God, "The king's 
'business requireth haste." Nevertheless 
the King's servants: have to learn the 
patience which "the God of patience" 
teaches in' "the patience of Jesus." Our 
mis'sionaries, ~v. A. J. Lewis and Rev. 
H. L: Davey, tell us that they are learn­
ing this' in a new way. A letter from 
Missionary Davey, dated February 25th, 
contains the following items of special 
interest: 

"At the present moment we are. just 
praying and waiting upon. God. Thmgs 
move very slowly in this country;. no 
one hurries; least of all the officIals; 
and although it is three weeks since Bro. 
Lewis interviewed the President, we have 
as yet received no 'word from him, gral}t­
ing' us pel'lDissiQn to proceed to our SIte 
and commence 'our work. There is one 
thought that gives us courag·e while we 
wait it is' this: There has ,been no part 

-of the work of our Union that has not 
been bitterly opposed by the adversary, 
and it is certain that he is ·not going to 
sit idly by, and' allow us to go in and 
possess the land and be the means of 
saving souls without ,some hindrance; 
so although ~e are having our patien~e 
tried we have the utmost confidence m 
our God. Bro. Lewis prea~hed in the 
NatiQnal Baptist Church here yesterday 
and 'he gave a real message. The church 
is almost dead, but we hope that we shall 
be used to the stirring- up of these 
people to a deeper responsIbility of their 
own need and the needs of the people 

. in the interiQr." . 

'" '" '" 
BAPTISMS. 

There' is .doubtless 'much to be' said 
against the practice, prevailing in some 
quarters, of saving candIdates for bap­
tism until Easter Sunday, much as a 
small boy saves his pennies for ,some 
holiday, occasion. Nevertheless we re-

. joice to'rep(}rt herewith eleven moOre bap­
·tisms before Easter, and forty-nine on 
Easter Sunday. Let not these v.ictories 
(}f the cross make us contented, but 
~rathel" let them spur us on to greater 
thing,s than these. . 

'" * * 
ANNETTE ST., TORONTO. 

W. GORDON BROWN, Editor. 

filled the auditorium of the church. 
Among those who offered felicitations 
were Dr. rr. T. Shields, Revs. W .. E. 
Atkinson, David Alexander and Profes­
sor P. S. Campbell. A nuniber of other 
ministerial brethren were also present. 
A note of revival was sounded more than 
once in the addresses. For this the 
church is praying, and toward. it, work-
ing. 

* * ... 
ALTON. 

We understand that Rev. Mr. TUrner 
baptised five candidates in the Alton 
Baptist Church on Easter. . 

* * * 
BELLEVILLE. 

The Belleville Baptist Church, of 
which Rev. H. E. Buchnel' is pastor, 
along with his work in Trenton, began 
its organization in February, 1928, with 
fifteen charter ~embers; to this number 
four have been added by baptism and 
four by letter, ·so that there were twenty­
three members at the end of 1928. The 
Sunday School, With an average attend­
ance numbering some 27, meets at 2 p.!ID. 
on Sunday afternoon., . with the preach­
ing service a.t 3 p.m. The church is 
greatly in need of a building of its own, 
and for this they are praying. 

'" '" * 
BROWNSVILLE. 

While' Pastor Robert D. Guthrie has 
been supplying in the Brownsville Bap­
tist Church,' during 1;he illnes's of its 
preacher, Rev. Mr; Watts, four have con­
fessed conversi(}n. 

'" '" '" 
CALVARY, OTTAWA. 

Rev. John Hall'had the joy (}f baptis­
ing three young people out, of the Bible 
School on Easter Sunday. ' . 

'" * '" 
CENTRAL, LONDON. 

and two by experience. The finances of 
the year were the best in the history of 
the church. 

Arrangements are being made fo,r 
Rev. Donald Fraser, pastor of the 
Hiawatha Street Baptist Chur.ch, of St. 
ThQmas, to hold a two weeIcs' campaign 
in Courtland, beginning with Sunday 
April 14th. Pray for these services, that 
n.tany souls may be won to Christ. 

* * * 
F.B.Y.P.A. RALLY. 

The Rally of the F.B.Y.P:A of London 
and District was held in the WQrtley 
Road Church on the Friday before 
Easter, with large audiences and fine 
messages. In the afternQon the speakers 
-were Rev. John Dodds, of Wheatley 'and 
Pastor James McGinlay, of Ce~tral 
Church. Rev. Worner Cole, assistant to 
Rev. H .. H. Savage, .of Pontiac, Mich., 
brought the message .of the evening 
These rallies' are very helpful to ou; 
young people. 

'" * '" 
HESPELER. 

The Lord is blessing. Rev. T. Sum­
mel'lS in his new pastorate in Hespeler. 
There are con.versions almost every 
week. Back of this stands the fact that 
the prayer meeting,' as usual. under 
such circumstances,. is well attended. 
Three were baptized the Sunday .before ' 
Easter, three on Easter Sunday, and 
others are to follow. 

'" '" * 
HUGH~ON STREET, ~AMILTON. 
In spite of the unpleasant situation 

caused by ·the recent lawsuit'against this 
church, a decision for which has not yet . 
been handed down by the court the 
Lord is blessing the work, as is evid~nced 
by the fact that four were baptized .on 
Easter Sunday. . 

'" * * 
IMMANUEL, HAMILTON •. 

Easter Sunday was a day long to be 
remembered by th~ "members of the .Mr. q. T. J?hnston, of Jamaica, 'sup­
church of which Rev. James McGinlay phed thIS PUlPIt Easter Sunday. Dil,ring 
is pastor. The l\Ierza Temple was' the preceding week Rev. Wm. F,raser 
crowded out at the morning service. gave .. a strong message at the prayer 
Despite pouring rain an!! all manner of meeting. . 
attractions, there were some 1,100 at * * * the evening service in the Capitol 
Theatre. There, sixteen candidates were 
immersed, while many more are await­
ing baptism. 

* * * 
CHATHAM. 

LINDSAY. 
'The Regular Baptists of Lindsay have 

called as their pa'stor "Mr. J. McLean. 
Fleming to succeed Student - Pa'stor 
Chambers. 

'" * * . l.l _ • 

Rev. W. J. H. Brown 'has completed 
twenty fruitful years as pastor of the 
Annette Street Baptist Chul'ch. In 
token ,of ·the esteem of the membership 
and friends of the church, a celebration 
of a' social and spiritua,l nature was 
held on Thursday, April 4th.. A large 
number 'sat down to a bountiful supper, 
after which the ,attendance comfortably 

Pastor W. N. Charlton is w(}rking hard 
in Chatham. Easter Su·nday there'were 
123 at the Sunday School. 

* * *' 
COURTLA~D. 

The Annual Meeting of the Courtland 
Regular Baptist Church took place on 
April 2nd. Duri.ng the year four were 
received "into the membership on baptism 

MEMORIAL, S:rRArFORD. 
Rev. J. G. Connor became pastor of 

Memorial Baptist Church, StratfQrd, the 
first Sunday of this year. Since his com­
ing a distinctly spiritual atmQsphere is 
found among the people of the church. 
Two baptismal services have been held, 
one on February 24th, when three young 
people of the Sunday School were im-
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mersed, and -one on Easter Sunday, 
.when two men of the congregation were 
also immersed. Memorial Sunday School 
is growing rapidly. Since Mr. Connor 
took o·V'er the work, 61 new scholars have 
been added to the ·roll, which now stands 
at 257: An objective of 400 has been 
set, and toward this all are working. 

• • • 
MOUNT PLEASANT ROAD. 

Our busy Dr. Shields found time to 
attend a gathering of a social nature 
held in the Mount Pleasant Road Baptist 
Church, of which Rev. Alexander Thom­
son is pastor, on March 28th, and to give 
a message on th~ supernatural character 
of Christianity. Weare glad to report 
that $700 has been raised by this church 
for repairs necessary after the recent 
fire. On" Easter Sunday evening two 
were immer.sed by the pastor. 

• • • 
SHENSTONE, BRANTFORD. 

Sunday, March 31st, was a day of 
marked blessing in the pastorate of Rev. 
F.; A. McNulty. There were 248 at the 
open session of the Bi.ble School at 9.45 
a.m. At the morning servic.e a numoe·r 
indicated their desire for Christ, and at 
the evening ·serri.ce five entered the 
water.s of baptism, while seven were 
given the right hand of fellowship at the 
communion service following. 

• • • 
STANLEY AVENUE, HAMILTON. 
On Monday, March 25th, ·Dr. W. Leon 

Tucker, the Bible teacher,· and his 
Musical Messengers began a series of 
meeting covering' Easter week. The 
attendance taxed the capacity of the 
church building ·to its utmost. The theme 
of the mess·ages was "The Greatest Liv­
ing Person." Easter Sunday afternoon a 
special hour of music and message 
proved a bl~ssing. .. • • 

ST. PAUL'S, MONTREAL. 
Rev. Mr. Dantheny, 'pastor of the 

Beneficent Baptist Church, preaehed in 
St. Paul's, the mother French Church of 
the Regulars, for a week; and in return 
Rev. Mr. St. James preached in Bene­
ficent for' the next week.. Following this 
on Easter Sunday, St. Paul'·s Church had 
fifty present at the communion service 
in the morning, ninety-five at Sunday 
School, and five baptisms at the evening 
service, when the church was filled to 

\ c·apacity. 
• ... ... 
TIMMINS. 

The special meetings recently begun 
in ·the First Baptist Church, Timmins, 
Ontario, of which Rev. Morley R. Hall is 
pastor, are continuing with rich blessing. 
We hear that Timmins i·s a notorious 
place- for backsliders. People move 
there from various parts, and often drift 
with the worIaly current before the 
messengers of Christ get in touch 'with 
them. A number of such backsliders in 
~hese special meetings have found again 
the joy of their salvation. kbout a 
dozen have sought Christ as their 
Saviour. Easter ~unday evening f-our 
were 'baptized, nor were these specially 
reserved for Easter Sunday. Ten have 
been added to the church during the 
. quarter, of whom six came by baptism. 

THE GOSPEL 'WITNESS 

The blessing of. the Lord is therefore' 
being added to those who work in this 
difficult field in Northern· Ontario. 

... ... ... 
WORTLEY ROAD, LONDON. 

The church of which Rev. T. J. Mitchell 
is pastor, has been having almost a con­
stant stream of blessing during the past 
months. At a baptismal service held on 
March 24th, three women were .baptized, 
two of whom ·are mothers of families. 
At the F.B.Y.P .. A. Easter Monday 
evening a young woman was pointed to 
Christ. ... ... ... 
DR. W. B. RILEY'S ANNIVERSARY. 

Dr. W. B .. Riley, the outstanding Bap­
tist FundamentaUst of the Northern 
States, celebrated the 32nd anniversary 
of his ministry in MinneapoUs on March 
3rd last. During t'l\a.t time he has wel­
come.d into the fello,,!ship of the church 
5,948 people, of whom 3,370 came by 
baptism. The membership to-day stands 
at 3,270. 

• ... ... 
MISHAWAKA, ··INDIANA. 

In a note printed in these pages re­
cently it was stated that one hundred 
and ten had been added in a special 
campaign to the membership of the First 
Baptist Church of Wishawaka, Ind., of 
which Rev. Dr. M. E. Hawkins is iPastor. 
This note was in error, the additions be-, 
ing to the membership of the Sunday 
School. Weare 'sure, however, that our 
readers will be pleased to hear of the 
'good work going on in the First Church. 
The church is independent, having with­
drawn from the Con,vention two years 
ago. The blessing of the Lord is resting 
on the work. They pave a Seminary, in 
which . twenty students completed a 
yeaT's work last term, in classes meeting 
Monday, Tuesday and Friday evenings. 
A soul-saving mil).istry is c·arried on, so 
that additions to the membership of the 
church are a weekly occurrence. 

... ... ... 
SHOULD BAPTISTS AID ROME? 

Rev. Dr. B. 'C. Clausen, 'Pas,tor of the 
First. Baptist Church, Syracuse, N.Y., 
was one of the principal speakers at. the 
Baptist Worold Amance a year ·ago. This 
W orId Alliance (Brother McGinlay nick­
na.med it the 'Worldly' Alliance) has 
been called an entangling alliance. 
Further evidence to this effort will be 
found in the fact that this Bapist pre'ach­
'er, who last year addre·ssed the young' 
. people of the Alliance, rejoiced to have 
Roman Oatholic litel1ature distribUlted to 
his mem!bel'!ship. w'e Teprint hererwith 
correspondence hetween this Baptis,t 
preacher and the 'Catholic priest of the 
local pariSh. . 

My Dear Msgr. Sheridan: 
, Someone was good enough to forward 

me a cUp'p~ng, I!.pparentlY,taken from 
The Catholic Sun, which contained the 
announcement of your Society for the 
Dissemination of OathQlic Literature. 

I cannot speak in too appreciative 
terms of :the very ibeaUJtifu'} Ohris,tian 
spirit which you display. I covet the 
cha·nce to join you in this enterprise; 
For !I believe that nothing could help 
t-oward mutual understanding quite so 
much as. mutual knowledge . 

Pel'haps it wfll be ;po:ssibl~ la·tar for 

" 
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us 'to gather together, under your 
auspices and mdne, ·s-ome of our parish­
ioners who sincerely seek to cultivailie 
that spirit which you aptly denne . 

Meanwhile, God lbIess you in your 
enterprise! W.ould Y'ou 'be willin.g to 
send the literature you have prepared 
to some m~rnbers of my church whose 
names I might furnish you? 

Ve":ry cordially yours, 
(Si'gne!l) BERNARD C.' CLAUSEN. 

My .Dear Mr. Clan-sen: 
Your communication, dated Decem­

ber 6th, has Ibeen received. 
I am pleased that you received The 

Catholic Sun clipping; but I regret the 
sender -of it did not 'sign his name'. 

For' your ve·ry kind words to me 
,because of the Christian s.pirit ,I haw· 
displayed, I thank you. It is the! OSIpirit 
of the ,Catholic 'Church and its iPriest­
hood, of which I am unde'servedly ·a 
hum'ble member. 

I agree wit·h you heartily that know­
ledge !brings with it understanding . 

All suspidon, personal hatred 'and 
.bitterness·, '1:ounded usual'ly on mis­
understanding, 'should be foreign ab­
solutely to our American life. 

The seasonal Glory to God in the 
highest 'and peace on earth to men of 
good will s.houJd !be echoed and Te- , 
echoed at thli! time throughowt our 
hind. 

It will be a great ple·a'sure for me 
to furnish the books, The Faith of Our 
Fathers, !by the late Cardinal Gi:blbons" 
and The Question Box, by Fatha" Con­
way, to as many membe.rs of you·r 
church as you may ·suggest. 

Very sincerely YOUI1S, 
(Signed) JOHN J. SHEThIiDAN. 

AN 

EVANGELICAL BAPTIST 

IN OTHER WORDS 

A FUNDAMENTALIST 

BAPTIST 

OTHERWISE 

A REGULAR BAPTIST 

Subscribes 

For Fifteen Friends 

FOR 

THE GOSPJ;L WITNESS 

GO THOU AND DO 
, LIKEWISE-

MORE OR, LESS-:-

$2.00 Per Year, Postpaid 
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C!Coal~ for tbe ~ltar jfire 
By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D~D., Dean of Toronto' Baptis.t Seminary. 

Sunday, April 14th. to repeat the same lesson, that, as there and ',bridle and rein and whip to compel 
h" to witnessing.- Acts i:l-11. is to be no distinction among ,those who them to obey His win, like the dumb 

T e Call need the gospel, so we are to deny to no horse or stubborn mule. He who is cori-
"After this, I looked, and behold a believer the prerogative, which is a sort t~nt to I?e drained' of selfishness, ,to lose 

door was opened in heaven; and I heard of birthright,. of telling the gospel story hImself m God, as content to die as to 
a voice, as' it were' of a trumpet, talking as best he can. It needs all believers live, if death means life to others' 
wifh me." The apostolic age was both to reach ·aU unbelievers. The silver ready, -like Ignatius, to ·be ground be: 
pictorial and vocal: it was' an age of tru-mpet which peals out God's year of tween teeth of lions to make bread for 
visiollS and voices of God. A door was jubilee is wrought of the whole Church, G.od's People-he is the man .upon whom 
opened in heaven. Such sights the eye every believer adding material to the the Spirit comes, and with whom, as was 
beheld, and such sounds the ear he'ard, triunpet and volume to the sound. The written of Gideon, he "clothes· hims.elf" 
as left no doUlbt with 'saints, and some- church is God's golden lampstand', and as a warrior with his coat of armour. 

· times with srinners, that God was in'close everyone who is taught of God is part Yes, the inner seCl'et of service is the 
touch with man. As through a rent of ,that framework, helping to lift the . sharing of God's Spirit, and s'o of His 
veil flashe.d the hidden glory; and, Light of the ,,!,orld higher and give its powe.r. . 
whether the s'ound was that of' a rays .more range and power. Friday, April 19th. 

· ?,umpet, or. of .t~e "still sma~~ voice," Wednesday, April 17th. Heroic witnessing.- Acts vii:51-60. 
It was awe-ms'pIrmg and sou~-sulbdruing. . , . 
The gospel message itself was the voice The Power lor witnessing.- .The resolute. persistence of 'Christ's 
.of (;od, and, as was fitting, it was em- . . Acts 11: 17-33. WItnesses' in face of organized opposition. 
phasized and accentuated by other ut- God says,. "Concerning the work of The Jews led by Sanhedric rulers the 
terances clearly divine. Both ,by His My handls corp.mand y.e -me!" Stupendous gentiles. led ~y s1;lc~ as the· Eph~sian 
providence and by His Spirit He' spake mystery! The Spirit of, Go.d has· His Demetnus, dnve discIpl'es to face, if not 
so often, so loudLy, that the whole age chosen cha,nnels and methods; and ·this to . fight, that worse of all wild beasts 
of tp.e Apostles echoed with these divine' Supreme Force of the universe offers t~e mob. Persecution 'bares her red 
voices. In effect the visrions were voices Himself to serve man for the ends of .nght. arm. a~d whets her cruel sword, 
for as -messengers of God they wer~ the Work of God. Is it not still true, warnmg dISCIples what price they must 
vocal, only that their language entered and may it not with reverence ,be said, pay for fl'ee speech. But they "cannot 
the city of Mansoul through eyegate "Obey the law ofAhe· divine force' and but speak the things which they have 
rather than eargate. The first voice ·the force obeys you?" When God's seen and heard." And so this story of 
we hear in the Acts of the Apostles is Spirit controls the man, in a sublime" the . ~cts becomes' the fir.st book of 
that of the Lord Jesus' Himself. His sense the man controls the Spirit; that Chnst s martyrs. Stephen's angel smile 

· wOl'ds have 'a double value; as His last is., he wields spir~tual power. This shines amid a hail of stones. James' 
word's before He was taken up, they paradox, like many others, i~ a truth. hea~ drops under the axe of Herod 
form the sum and substance of all His' "God hath given the Holy Ghost to aU Agnppa. Peter, kept for a like fate ,by 
previous ·te·aching. tha,t obey Him," and he who has the the same despot, is loosed from prison, 

lUonday, April 15th. Spirit of God, wields the power of God. at the beck of One ·before whom even 
Let any humble d'iscip.le submit wholly iro!} ~fetters fall and iron. gates open of 

Set Iree lor witnessing.- Joh'f!- zi:33-45. to the Spirit's sovereign control, and He theIr own ·accord .. Yet neIther can bribe 
When ·Christ's voice calls the de·ad to becomes to that disciple all and more nor force stop the mouth of 'Chris.t's· 

life, and one comes forth bound handi than all. that nature's forces, become to witnesses. God is obeyed and man is 
and foot with ceremonialism and tradi- humanity when guided ,by scientific in- defied. Childlike faith in the promise 
tionalism.\ even his mouth bound about telligence,-his artist to delineate for of God and the power of His word and 
with the napkin of enforced silence- him things divine and celestiial, his re- Spirit. 
the Lord of Glory saY's, "Loose him and finer and purifier to purge away the 
let him go!" As well force him back d~oss f.rom character and mould him into 
into ·the sepulchre and roll the stone to a chosen vessel, his giant helper" to Bub­
the door as to. leave a converted man due all foes before him, his .pUot over 
soul bound! Let every live man be a life's unknown sea, his motive power in 
free man. Stand back! ye who would' holy enterprise, -his messenger between 
fetter a disciple's utterance. He is .one earth and heaven, and his illuminator 
of God's witnesses. Teach his tongue in the darkness of midnight and -mystery. 
but do not bind it! Train him fo~ Thursday, April 18th. 
s.ervice, but do not hold him 'back! Ye, Th l' I G d' . . 
who are preachers and t b e qua ~ty 0 0 8 1Ilttnesses.-pas ors! ' ecome Psalm zl:I-17. 
ye teachers of teachers, traIners of h b . h '11 
workers! turn your churches into re- We .are taug t 0 edience ... :to ,t e WI 
cruiting offices, 'barracks, armouries,' of .God .. The plan of God .IS the only 
where. discipIes enlist For the war and' ultImately successful sc~eme, and to fil'!d 
are put through the drill and discipline !lut. that plan ~nd fall mto .~ur pltace m 
of soldiers; where they put on the whole It, IS to come Il~tO. our true orbIt r~und 
~rmour of God, and then 'go forth, led th.e Sun of the unIverse-to enter mto, 
by you to ·fight the .good fight f f 'th' ~o bec?me .part <?f, a system of harmony 

, .• 0 al . m whIch all thmgs work together for 
. ~u~sday, A~nl 16th. good. There, all things are ours, eve·n 

1p1le11/ Chrtsttan a wttnes8.- death as well as life, things present as 
. . John i1l:19-39. well as things to come-for we are 

God used pers·ecutIon to reveal the Christ's, and Christ is God's. Life's 
true ~al~e. and need of what is so-me- length is not measured ,by its years, but 
what mVIdl<?u~ly called, "Lay-agency" in its yearnings, its prayers, its measure 
th.e world-WIde wor;k." T~e Spirit recor-ds of uni~y with God and conformity to His 
\V~th mark;e~ partIc~la~Ity how in this purpos.e. All life is long if it reaches 
WIde scattenng of dISCIples the apostles the goal God means for it. God' cares 
were excepted; ~o that. the fact might not for the many, 'but He uses the few 
be more emphatI~ that It was the com- who are whoUy His-who in that calling 
mon body of behevers who -being sc.at- wherein they are fo~md abide with God; 
tE1red abroad went everywhere .pre·achmg whose eyes are unto His, glad to !be 
th,e word. God' may yet use persecution guided! by His eye, and needing not ,bit 

Saturday, April 20th. 
The results 01 witnessing.-

Isaiah 1Ii:I-13. 
,The. work is God's, the instrumentaUty 

only IS man's; the whole res'ponsibility 
is therefore with the Master Workman, 
and' whether success or failure, defeat or 
triumph,' be the apparent outcome, aliI is 
well. No les,soJ:! taught in these chapters 
is mare sublime, or more needful than 
this. In every age disciples need to 
learn it anew. So long as our eyes are 
dazzled by the glittering trophies of 
.victo!y, a!ld our hearts -depressed by 
seemmg dIsaster, we shall be in a state' 
of chronic worry. Our joy and hope, 
our courage and confidence, will ,be like 
the waves of' the sea, tossed up and 
down by every change of ,wind,. and 
driven to. and fro by every turn of tide: 
The work of missions is God's work. 
Man did not 'pLan it, cannot carry it on, 
cannot make it a succe·ss. As Dr. Mc­
Laren says, "the' result!! are so poor as 
to show .that the treasure is in an 
earthen vessel; so rich as to prove that 
in the ea~then vessel is a heavenly 
treasure.' We 'are therefore' simply to 
do our duty, and with a holy abandon­
ment, a sublime "carelessness·", cast 
ours.elves and trust our work upon Him 
whose we are and whom we' serve. 

Readings by Arthur T. Pierson, D.D. 
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II. THE DIRECTION, (vs. 5-9). 

1. After giving the salutation the 
apostle states the purpose for which 
Titus was left at Crete. He was to set 
in order the things which were left un-
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done, and o-rdain elders in every city 
SETTING A CHURCH IN ORDER. as he had been commissioned· by the 

. . . apostle, (v. 5). Paul evidently had 
Lesson Text: Titus, chapter 1. visited the island but had left before 
Golden Text: "Holding fast the fai:tlhful completing the w<!rk o~ or~anization in 

. the churches'. Titus IS mstructed to 
word as he hath been taught, that he complete this work and direction is given 
may be able by sound doctrine both to him concerning this. As noted in a 
exhort and to convince the gain- previous lesson the term elder is used 
sayers." Titus 1·9 . interchangeably with that of" bishop and 

. .• both with that of pastor, a11 three de-
l. THE SALUTATION, (vs. 1-4): noting the same office, the duties of 

which, in the main related to the over-
1. This epistle to Titus was' written sight and teaching of the church. 2. The 

by; . Paul for the purpose of giVing. in- importance of this office is manifested in 

struction concerning church order. Titus the nature of the qualincations demand­
b ed of those who would fill it. First, we 

had been left at the island of Crete Yare informed, a bishop must be "blame-
the apostle to complete· certajn ~ork less", (v.' 6) or ahove reproach, living 
which he had begun .and appoint elders in such a manner that .no one ca.n point 
.. th arious cities and ,this letter sus- t~e finge~ of accusatIon at him.. A 
m. e v . . ' . d nee: bls.hop With a doubtful character IS a 
tamed hiS authority and ga,:e gul a . liability rathe.r than an asset to a 
and encouragement. The duties pertBln- church, for his life will hinder souls 
ing to the position were in some ways reaching the .Lord; and it is ~o .be re­
similar to those assigned Timothy' in mem~el"ed that a ~an ~annot hft o~hers 
E h d · r d great responstbility up higher than he IS hlmsel!f. A ,bishop 

p esus an Imp Ie. ., further is to be "the husband' of one 
and trust. 2. The epistle begms With. wife" or literally a man of one woman, 
the salutation whe·rein is found, first, probably meaning a faithful hus,band, 
Paul's designation of his relation ,to God. ~ith. a ma~ried life. abov~ ~usp'ici<?n, a~d 
H . H' b d-servant (v. 1) signify- h!1~ng faithful children, mdl.catmg hiS 

e IS IS on , . abilIty to rule at home and m church. 
ing one who belongs to another and lives 3. A' bishop must be blameles's as the 
only for that other's service., He also steward of God, (v. 7), or as a steward 
states that he is' the "apostle of Jesus in t~e house of. ~d, one w~o. has 
Chr' t according to the faith of God's defimte re~ponslblhty and priVilege, 

IS . "not seH-wllled" fully surrendered to 
elect" that IS the one sent fo~h of Jesus the will of God, "not soon-angry" hav-
Christ in order to the estabhshment and ing the power of self-control, "not given 
confi·rmation of the faith of the saints to wine" abs·temious, "no striker" not 
of God. And further this apostleship given to violence; or "not greedy .of 
." . h h filthy lucre"; not covetous of base gam. 
IS unto the. acknowledgmg of t e trut P.ositively he is to be "a lover of hos-. 
which is. after godliness". The message pitality", (v. 8), a disposition required 
of. the gospel which Paul preached was especially· in that early period when 
the truth which produced godliness. facilities for the entertainment of 

. . th f in char travellers were in places inadequate and 
3. In\ addition to e orego g - when Christians were not at liberty to 
acteristics there is added that of hope, seek entertainment outside of the 
"in hope of eternal life·" (v. 2). Hope C~risti~n sphere. The same spidt is re­
accompanies the reception of the truth, qUlred. m the present :day, ~lthough the 

d f h t e is it that it goes necessity foy. ItS mamfestation may not 
an 0 suc a na ur . be so evident. He is also to be ·a "lover 
back to the eternal God who cannot .he. of good' men" or simply a lover of good, 
It is imbedded in His eternal promise, not simply of men ,but of' things in gen­
and manifested through the preaching ~~al, ,:'so.ber", .ma.nife~ting ~elf-mll;stery, 

f Ii's servants, (v. 3).' Such a hope Just, rIghteous.m hu~ deahn~s With all 
o I . men, "holy", samtly m. character, and 
therefore IS not dependent upon ~n- ''!temperate'' or self-controlled, a.ble. to 
to-ward circumstances but upon the m- refrain from things evil and doubtful. 
fallible, eternal word of God, (Ps. 119: 4. The true bishop must also' hold fast 
89). The person saluted is then named, the faithful word as he hath been 
"~itus, mine own son after the. c~mmon taught, (v. 9). He is to be the guard­
faith", (v. 4). Such language mtlmates ian of the truth that he might ex­
real affection on the part of the apostle hort and encourage the believers arid 
for the young man, and this is followed convince the unbelievers. It was very 
by the ,benediction: grace, .mercy and .necessary then as it is now that the 
peace, all significant terms denoting rich teachers should hold firmly to the re'­
blessing in the spiritu~l experience. N?te vealed w.ord of God, for false teachers 
the lessons ·to be denved from the 'hfe were at work propagating their views 
of a bond-servant, the character of such and seeking to lead astray the people of 
a life, the duty, privilege, and re'ward, God.' It is important therefore that no 
etc., also note the nature of the one should be appointed to the pastorate 
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or to any teaching position in church or 
school who is not clear concerning the 
truth. In this section note the im­
portance of the bishop's office, tHe high 
character demanded of its incumbent and 
the necessity of holding fast to the 
truth and guarding it from error. 

II. THE WARNING, (vs. 10-16). 
1. Having directed Titus concerning 

the qualifications for the bishop's office 
the apostle gives wllrning of the presence 
of enemies of the truth. There are 
many unruly, etc., (v. 10) insubordinate 
individuals, persons who knew n'Ot the 
truth, and were simply vain talkers and 
deceivers, "specially they of the circum­
cis ion";. evidently the Jewish element 
was the worst, doting about questions 
of the law probably. Titus was enjoine4 
to silence them, for they were leading 
as,tray whole houses, .teaching things 
which they ought not, for filthy lucre's 
sake, (v. 11). This statement implies 
several things, first that false teaching. 
should not be permitted in the church; 
second, that Titus had power to stop it, 
not only by presenting the truth in ,con­
tradiction . to' it, but by open re:buke; 
third, that when false teaching is . pre­
sented some will be ·led astray by it; 
fourth, that fal'Se teachers use subtle as 
well as open methods to accomplish their 
end.; fifth, that the teachers' above re­
ferred to were mercenary in their dis.­
position, and sixth, that true teachers 
should be more zealous in dissemdnating 
the truth than false teachers are in 
propagating erni>r: 2. The necessity for 
strictness on the part of Titus: is em­
phasized by the state of the ,Cretans. 
They were notorious liars and glutton­
ous, etc., (v. 12). He 'is' therefore en­
joined to rebuke the false teachers 
sharply that they may be' sound in the 
faith, (v. 13) "not giving heed' to Jewish 
:!lables and commandments of men that 
turn from the truth", (v. 14). The re­
buke while severe was to be given with 
the end. in view of correcting the 
teachers and bringing them to the truth, 
for it is evident they were men who had 
turned from it. They were emphasizing 
the ceremonial at the expense of the 
truly spiritual, teaching abstinence from 
cerbain things, whereas "unto the pure 
alI things are .pure", (v. 15), not refer­
ring to evil, 'but to ceremonial. 3. The 
teachers themselves are described as be­
ing defiled in mind and conscience, "pro­
fessing to know God, in works they deny 
Him," . ,being "a:bominable", "disobedient" 
and "reprobate", (v. 16). This is de­
scriptive of a fearful state. Those men 
were very religious in 'their teaching, 
but their lives did not ,manifest the 
presence of the power of God. An ex­
planation .of the nature of their teach­
ing is not given so we know not whether 
it is being continued these days, but we 
are sure the same condition of life is 
being manifested. There are many who 
are trusting to the observance of cere­
monies for salvation, they know nothing 
about real heart religion, nor have they 
ever experienced the saving power of 
God in the Life. Emphasis requires to 
be placed upon the necessitY of regen­
eration, the deceitfulness of sin,' the 
danger of trusting to outward religious 
observances' and the need for consistent 
bold witnes'sing to the saving power of 
J·esus Christ. 
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