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I 

The edi.tor-in-.chief ~f The Go.spel Witness recently 
reviewed an article by the SU'Perinten~ent of Home Mis-. 
sions of the Baptist Conv~ntion pf Ontario and Q~e?ec, 
in whicl:t he purported to give the necessary. condl1:10?S 
for revival. A further article in The Canad,an Bapt,st 
of February 28th, enti.tJIed, "It's Chapel Building Day' 
Now", which gives an account. of progress being made 
on various fields under .the Home Mission Board, closes 
with a paragraph .to which' wt: 'desire' to cal1. attention. 
Although the article itself is not signed~ we pre~ume that 
it is from Superintendent Schutt, for the writer says, 
"We have received very many commu.nications 'express
ing appreciation of our article on 'The. Cal1 to Revival' 
published in last week's copy of Tlte Canadian Baptist". 
The paragraph referred to reads as follows: 

"We thank God for the loyalty of our pastors and 
churches to the Master and His Word. . We rej oice, too, 
in their continued confidence in the Board which has for 
so many years been doing its utmost t9 .. ,.further the 
interests of the weakE!r churches of our Convention, 
and to establish and strengthen Baptist churches 
throughout the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. As 
Baptists we believe in our mission and me!!sage. 'The 
Gospel of Christ is the power of 'God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth.' The need was never greater 
than to!day for New Testament churches composed of 
the regenerate alone and recognizing the absolute Lord
ship of Christ." 

:Now we mUSIt ·say that if one were entirely ignorant 
of recent history and present conditi·ons in connection 
with the Baptist Conv~ntion of Ontario and Quebec, 
of which ·the Home Mission .Board is an timportant 
part, this would be a most praiseworthy .pronounce
ment; but in the light of the history enacted and the 
conditions obtainjng, let us examine the matter a Httle 
more closely. The author speaks' of "·the loy~lty o~ 
our' pastoQrs and churches to the Master and His Word": 
We should suppose that loyalty to the Master would 
be 's'een, not only irl pulpit addresses, but also in Con
vention votes. But we have only too vivid recol1ec
tions ot these 'same pastors and of the delegates from 
these same chiJ,rchesgainsaying Ithe va'lue of the sub-

stitutionary ·death of Christ. and joining in ridicule of 
the infallibility of the Bible. From whrut .sort of a 

. psychoIogical complex must a man suffer who boldly 
declares pastors and churches that do these things, 
to be loyal to -the Master and His Word, and who does 
S'O with thanksgiving to God? We do not know; we 
cannot tell! OuJ' minds, we trust, do not work that 
way. 

Mr. Schutt, 'as we presu'me, rejoices in the "con-
. .ti1).ued oonfidence in the ~oard which has fo·r so many 

years been doing its utmost to further the interests 
of the weaker chuI"ches 'Of our Conven1tion, and' to 
establish and strengthen BClJptist churches throughout 
the Provinces of Orutafi'O and, Quebec." That the 
Home Mission Board ha~ done much for the weaker 
churche·s canno·t 'be qttestioQned; 'but to say that it has 
been, and is stil'l, "doing its utmost to -further the 
iruterests 'Of the weaker churches of our Convention"'
calls for some inquiry. What are the "inferests'; of 
these "weaker churches"? They ought to be the pro
damation of a pure Gospel, the upbuiMing of a con
secrated membership, and, not least: the preaching of 
the Word by a free ministry. But it is now a maiUer 
of hist'01:y that this same Home Mis·sion Board has 
done its ~tmosf to "muzzle" Home Mission pastors, 
and to 'brIng these "weaker churches" into absolute 
sU'bjection to the powers thaot be in McMastei Univer
sity. With the writer this is no vain fancy, but a 
matter of personal experience, although he for one 
refusedl to be "muzzled". When the Home Mission 
Board~~sends out men who are loyal to McMaster 

. University and its Marshallite theology, and .sends 
·them out to these "weaker' churches"; when that same 
Home Mission Board does its utmost to have those 
who refuse to bow down to the imaCTe' of Modernism 
dismissed from their charges; when b the Superintend~ 
ent of that Boar? refuses publicly t.o· protest against 
the blatant unbehef of McMaster Umversity, and goes 
from church tOt ·church to say, as, we are informed 
'he did at the ~unnymede ·RoQad Bapti·st Church, that 
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ther'e is 00 modernism in Mc'Ma1s!l:er, then' we make 
'boM 11:10 declare, that whatever may have ;been the past 
record of this HOlme Mission Board, ilts p.r~sent eff.orts 
are diametrically opposed to the best "interests IOf ,the 

'- weaker churches" of the Oonvention. 
Hut the writer 0.£ this ,paragraph in question saY's 

again, "As Ba;pti'stts we ,believe -in our .miss,ion 'and 
message". Our "mission" i'51 to pr,ea,ch the Gospe!l 
and to esta;Mish churches .on New Testament prin
ciples. Thalt GOSipe1"m'1.1lSit Ibe unoadu<1terated, and those 

opul"c'hes must he uninfected by the leavening infiu-
e~ce 0'£ modern unbelief. .", 

As to the ,last statement of th:is quoted paragraph, 
"The IJeed wars nev·er gre>aJter than to-day for ,New 
Testament 'chur:ches composed 01£ Ithe regenerate '3.rlone 
and r.e,cognizing,the alb'solute Lo1"diship of Christ", we 
'say, "Amen and amen". Nor will this need eve!=' be 
met by a compromising 'attitude, nor by vainly repeat
.ing, "Lor~, 'lo1"d", withlOu:t doing the things which He 
says ~nto us'. 

Wisdom at the' Feet of Christ 
Dr. H. C. Wayman, President of Des Moines Univer- down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast per

sity, who preached in Jarvis St. Church Sunday last, in feat in thy ways from the day thou wast created, till 
iCOmmenting upon the text, "And ,uhere were certain iniquity was found in thee." His wisdom and under
Greeks among them that came up .to worship at the ·standing engendered pride in Ibis own attainments: 
feast", said that this incident of the Greeks' coming to "Thine heart was lifted up Ibecause of thy brightness: 
the Lord Jesus was a picture of "wisdom at the feet of I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before 
Christ, where all learning should h,e". Iri that apparently kings, that they may behold thee." Pride brought about a 
,simple treatment Dr. Wayman uttered a profound truth; Ispirit of independence whiCh increased till he aspired to 
a truth whi'Ol?- is 9n~ pf the foundation principles of Des be equral with God, and then superior' to God. He set his 
Moines University, and on'e whioh fully justifies all the will ahove the wiH of God. "For thou hast said in thine 
sacrifice and effort which we must put forth to maintain heCj.rt, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
our own Universi,ty; notwithstandirig the crowded educa- arbove the stars of God: I will sit also upon I\:rhe mOUJ;lt 
.tionall field. Insistence upon the tmth of the authority of of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will 
-Christ in ,the realm of the intdlectual, as weill as the ascend above the heights of th:e clouds; I will be like the 
spiritual, separates Des Moines University f.rom all stat~ most high." This is ,the first, 'and the great sin of the 
schools, and from the many denominational schools universe,-"I will". 
which are howing down 'at the shrine of human intelli- Satan used this method of atta'ck in the Garden of 
,gence and scholarship. We stiltl believe that Christ is the 'Eden, when he ,tem;pted our first parents. The LQrd 
,Master of our thinking, and that He is worthy to .be had fo,rbidden them to e'at the fruit of the tree of the 
accorded the place of supreme authority which He Him- knowledge 'of good and evil, and though they might 
self ,has daimed, "that in all things He might have the freely partake of the' fruit of al'l the other trees, the 
pre-eminence". , f01"bidden fruit wa's the one they coveted. How many 

The fact that Modernism is a university movement times pleopl~ have had Icause to r.egret that they pre
,has ,been 'so frequently stressed that it needs no further sumed to attain knowledg!! in forbidden realms, and 
emphasis here. But why is it that Satan's effort's to dis- now "they wish they t:ould be behind the things they 
~redit the Living and the Written Word of God are' know"! Satan appealed to Eve's curiosity, flattered 
'!centred in .the universities? For one thi,ng, the influence her intelligence, and aroused her ambitiori to know 
of ,these instiJtutions' is enormous; for, as a rule, the good and evi'l: "For God doth know that in the day ye 
university <;laminates the whole educational system of a eat thereof, then your eyes shall he opened, and ye 
lCountry. If the universities alje captured for Modernism, shall ·be as gods, knowing good and evi1." This appeal 
the movement of infidelity will' spread even to the prim- to iher pride ,caused her to the side-tracked from the line 
ary,schools. of absolute obedience to the wiH of iGod. "And when 

There is, however" a psychologi~l reason why'Satan ' the Woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
ma:kes the universities the centre of his attacks. "Know- that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
ledge rpuffeth up"; leads to wordly ambition, prjde, and desired to 'tJ'ta~e one wise, she took of ,the' fruit thereof, 
finally rebellion against God, eJOcept where .that know- and did eat, and gaye also unto her husband with her: 
iledge ·is "'at the feet of Christ". Satan has three metltods and he did eat.'" Their eyes were indeed opened but 
of attack; he entices men through t"the lust of the flesh, they saw only evil-not good. ' 
the1ust of the eyes, and tlhe pride of life"; and the Thus does Satan entice us to our destmction. All 
.$II:JiQngest of .these three is the appeal to the "pride of the race has been involved in that great down,fall, and. 
li:fe", knowl~dge. it is now true of every individual, "All we like sheep 
, This was the means 'Of his own downfall. Read tllC 'have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his 
description of his glory, 'beauty, and wisdom, as depicted own way"; we all say, "I w.i11," inS'tead 0'£ "Thy will." 
in. ,the twenty-eighth ohapter of Ezekiel: "Thou seal est ,The experien'ce 10'£ Adalm 'and Eve is typical of the 
up the sum, fu~l of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou e~erien'ce of l'p'any univers~.ty students. Tohe adver
hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious sary knows how prone men are ito think themselves 
stone was thy covering .... Thou art the anointed cherub superior to othe1"s' w.hen they stari1: on that road "to 
that, oovereth; and I have set ,thee sci: thou wast upon :fio}r}:ow knowledige }joke a "slinking 's,tar, :oeyonl Iflhie 
the holy. mountain of God; thou hast walked up and utmost hoiumrd's 01£ human. thought." A Stenr!5re of 
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superiority' leads to a feeling ''Of independence, and 
the ,student ,ima'gines thaJ1: he is, ,competent ,to judge 
everything am.,d everybody. ,God',s' W'ord and God's 
ways ,ar-e nolt too s'aJcred for his criticism. He as'serts 
his own will 'e~en a:bo'V'e God'~S' wiH, 'and the "pride 
of life" ,has broughrt about this downfaU. Lawlessnes'S, 
i,s the crowning sin of ',this age, and wiltl reach its' 
cu~mination in the person 'Of the Antichrist, of whom 
it is 's'aid, "Who dpp0S'ethand ex:a'lteth hi'misetlf above 
aU that is called God, or that .j,s worshipped; so ,that 
he as God ts~tteth i:n the'temple of 'God, 'Shewing him
Ise1!£ that he i,s God." 

Wlhat 'can we do to 's'tolp the floOd of iniquity, and 
check the flow ,0£ pddie, IS'IM-win and ~ebelli'Onagairu;.t. 
God in the uniyers:ities'? One thing we can ,do is' to 
sU.Pport De'S MooJnes Univer-sity, the Toronlto Baptist 
Seminary, 'and klin~r~d iiI1Jstitutions, Where "wisdom, is 

at the ,f'eet 'of Chl"ist, where 'aa lear.ning 'Should :be'.', 
where the LOord J esus' Ohr~'st i'S, crowIl!ed Lord 'Of all. 
Des Moin'es Univel"si'ty has given to ,the world a 
testimony of a "Universi,ty on iots knees". We 'stand 
for a il"ever-ent and 'sound 'scholarship, fOor it ,is' ·only 
fals'e scho:lia.rs'hip which ibl"eeds pl'lide; while true 
'schOolarship produces thumility of ,spirit. Faith in a 
crucified, risen, glonified 'and ,coming Saviour is the 
shield which wiN pmtect the 'Soul against the fiery 
dartt:s of the Wicked One. \ , ," 
'We appeal to all who agre'e with the idea'Ls and 

policy of our Univel"S,i'ty and Selrninary to stand with 
us in the 'great confLitct. ,a:galnst the ;forces of evil, to 
pray for U'S ,conSifantly, l1Jo truslt your 'Sons and daugh
~e1'is to us, 'and to, give 'finandaJli aid 'rus God ha.-s pros
pered you. 

Olive L. ClaJrk, M.A. 

THE LOST JEWEL 
ByA. C. M. 
Ohapter 14. 

(Continued from l~st week) 

Sir Human ros'e ea.rly, and )V,en't out fur a walk in 
the C3.lstle grOUl]d!s. ,T,o ,rus surprise he found hi'S host, 
Dr. Profound, 'hald forestalled 'him and was ,akeady 
enjoying an early constiltutiona:l. 

"Good ,morning, Doc!1!or", -said Human, "I hardly 
'expected to's'ee you so 'ea-riy." 

" "There i,s an oM tradition intny if3Jmi'l'y", said. Sir 
HUlman, "thaJt this' very ,desire for Kn'Owledge was 'One 
cause of rny ancestors Ios,j,ng the King's Jewel. That 
s'erts aJ1: rest for ever tthe ide'a that Knowledg'e is the 
Jewel. It is 'S'aid thrut in their family garden my ances
toros had a tree whose fruit COIlIferred Qn those who 
too'k i,t the Knowledge of good and evil. The King 

'jforlbade them to taste i.t, on pain of His displeasure and 
their dea'1ih. Hard 'by gr-ew the Tree of Life of which 
'they mig.ht eat wit~out stint. A robher persuaded 
them ;to 'barter tthe Jewel fOor !the Ifruit oif the furlbiodden 
tree. 

"I have a;lways been 'an ear.ly ritser", repli,ed l1!he 
Doctor; "-and this being a fine moming I Iresolved 'to 
enj-oy the 'early breeze. I -am !sorry our Professor 
a,1'I'Owed 'himself' to he led into sUich 'a wa:l"m debate 
in )"Our conlVersation' '1.3.Ist ,evenin:g. I have told him 
many times, to be more caT-eful, IbUlt dt is Ito no purpose; 
he loves an al"gument, anld once he begins, f-orgets the 
rules 'of etiquette ,and 'everything eils'e ibut Ihis theme, Their .£edin-gs vivid, 'Mld their fancy strong, 
i must 'Offer an -a~ology 'on: his behalf." Theysi'ghed for p'lea:s'Ure, wthile they ,shrunk from 

"T,here i,s no neces'sity f.or an'Y 'ap'Ology, Doctor. I wrong; . 
think I wa's ,a little warm imysdif, and p'e.r-haps a little W'hen 'by their M'Ona.r:ch in the gar-den pla'ced, 
indis'creet in 3.lttempting a pas'sage df ar-ms Wlith so They s'a.w the treasure's which they longed to ta.-ste; 
fa!l1lJOlll's a controversia'Hst. Still, I think I was ,right; And 'Oft 'together v·entur:ed 1110 !behold ' 
an'd, indeed', I 3.Im soconfidenlt in the C'orrec'tnes's of . Ri'ch hanging frwits of purpIe, red, and gold. 
~y Vliews that I 3Jm fuUy res'O.!ved to 'Put them to ithe 1100 long they Stay'd ~orbidden b'liSIS to view, 
teslt." Their vi1"ltue failing 'as their iIongings greJ\y; 

"To what views do you reier, Sir HU'ma.-n?" enquired Athirst and wearied ,with .the noonfide "heat, 
the Docto,r. , Sa.-ta,n led thi,ther my fir;st mathe"r's feet; . 

"I referred to the matter of our l'Ost family jewel. The With ea'ger eye'S 'and heaying breast: 'she -stood, 
Prof'fls's'or maintained it is to 'be £ound in thi's Prov- Smelt the sweet "breath, and touched the fra:grant 
ince, ,and urged 'On me to soe,ek .for it in the Province o:f food; " , ' 
Science. I tbeLieve it ,i's Ito be fou-nd in the ProvilIl,ce The tempting beauty 'Sfparklinlg in llfue sun 
df P.iety, and .ftillly inteDid ·to go ther.e in 'search of it.'" Oharmed her young sense----she ate, and WI3.S un-

"-My dear Sir' Human, you surely dlo not intend to done." 
leave us S'O s'oon", exclaimed the Doctor, "I a:s'Sure 
you, ylOU have 's'een nothing yet ,:<)if our 'SuMime and 
wondrous scenery. No 'One 'ca:n ,com~rehend it by just 
scanning. the oU'tski1'l1ls 'Of Science. Those who w'Ould 
rea.Jize its gr,andeur mu'St penetra,te far into the i'IlI
terilOr. , I alm inclined to agree with oOur Profe~'sor tha,t 
your jewel will most 'likely be found ,in :the pb'S,session 
of -some branlch 'Of the StudioOUS fa.-mily., Stay with us 
a, ilittle 1'Onger, you wiLl ijnd. Kn'Owledge 'brings hap
piness and ,power to i~s possessor." 

"Beautiful! Beautiful!" ,exclaimle'd the Doctor, "you 
certainly 'Moe a poet; but, pardon me; not a 'scholar. 
You do ,not peer into the depths of things. Your 
poell:iy is, ,precious, 'but, your l'Ogic 11()()S'e. Your po~try 
'calis 'ror acclamation, lbut tits 'Sentiments' ar:e a:bsuro
it~es. The idea itS '3. libd 'On Knowledge, and I s'hould 
suppose a -li'bel on the cthara.cter ot£ your King, if there 
is suoh a ;being. Again I urge you' to stay· with U's 
and ;lert us' 'sift this' matter oult. " Let us bIling thU; 
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tradition of yours· to the test of Science, and see 
'whether it i,s genuine or not. You may l'ely on it, if 
it is right iot wi'll be ,reaosonable, lif it is not reasonable 
it is not rigM." 

, "But you see, Doctor", I'eplied Human, "my explora-· 
ti'ons of reason are so "limited that there may be many 
things which are reasonable, if I only knew enough 
of reason; but·if they do notc'ome within the sphere 
01£ my obs·~·rvations, I might hastily pronoOunce them 
unrea'sonable, when reany they only 's·~em unrea'son-
able because of my ignorance." . 

obtain ·emigrants to the Province oIf P.iety, He 'gets 
paid by results, and the more he 'Can get to take the 

. joumey to his foo.J's paradise, the better it is for him. 
Of course, th~ l;J.igher their 5'ocia'1 position and the 
larger their ,income, the grandl;!F' his exploit. When 
they get them into the Province, they take 'care to 
fleece them pretty welt His talk is all of love and 
grace without money and without price; but the 
emigrants. he wins over . don't find it 'S'O. They have 
to pay, or dse .they are at a discount. I don't ,believe 
the fe.J.I'Ow helieves his own story, but what ·does he 
care? It is 'his livelihood a,nd that i,s aH he trouhles 
'a,bout." ,- ' , . . "Then what do you intend to do, Sir· Human? I 

confeS's I see no way oui: ,of your dilemma, a:s you. 
put it." "You surpris'e me!" exclaimed Sir Human·. "I never 

"I heaI'd o;{ a conversation Ibetween two frien.ds heard oOf 'such ·a thing before. Are you sure it is 
correct ?" ,. 

once·", repHed Human, "which' was something like" . 
this. There was a place of· very ,low repute called - . Ye'S, qUIte sure", answered ,the 'stI'anger, "there are 
Nazareth. One fr.ie-nd told ·another oOf a great Prince qUl'te·a number of them, and quite a variety in their 
who came from ,ther·e. The friend 's'aid, 'Can any good stories. They agree as to 'being the Ambassadors or 
thing. come out of Nazareth?' The first repEed, 'Come the King; but they differ on other points." 
and ·s'ee.' Now I think thaJt was a 'sensible way of "Pray, on what points do Ithey differ?" enquiI'ed Sir 
solving the problem. That is what I intend to do. I Human.. . .. 
intend -to go ,and 'see." . ·"Some of them 'say the K:ing has' an ·only Son, who 

"I hope yoOU will not leave us yet, however", said IS '5'0 full 'of 'Iove, ·and who is His Father's equal-and 
the Docto·r. "I ,rhust leave you now for a little while; a l'ot m.oOre of i;t. Others say the King ha·s no Son; 
I will see you aga.in sho1'tly." Thus 'saying, the Doctor thatthI·s so-called Sori i'S' only a favourite servant. 
withdrew. Others, again, pre·scrihe a great deal OIf form and cere-

Sir ·Human c:mitinued wa'lking b"ruckwards and for- mon:r in ol"'der to get near the King. They say that 
wards in ,the shrubbery, tliinking on the· Doctor's only thr:ough His 'ambaSISador ,can the King be ap
words, and' shaping in hi'5' 'own mind the 'course he proa,ched; and tha't only. by ·ceI'tain ·s·igns. ·and bowings 
would pursue. At length he saw a stranger approa,ch- before the suppO's'ed mother of the King's .Son, An
ing. His appearance was very :gentlemanly, and the o:ther I~and de:dare the only. way toO get the King's 
expression of hi,s counten.ance was kindly ·and f.rank. favour I·S to plunge overhead In water, to deanse them 

"Good morning, Sir Huinan", 'S'aid the .strange'r. from all impur~ty. Yet 'another kind dedare no form 
"Pardon me, but y'ou have ,the advantage of me. I ,?rceremony is needed·. AN agree .in promising the 

do not re~ember to have s'een you before, sir", repHed lewel ~o tho's'e who listen to their teachings. I think 
H you WIll now clearly see the ·a;bsurdilty of the wh01e 

uman. 'th. ing.~' . . ' 
"P.ossihly you have not", said the 'stranger, "I dare-

say you have not yet been intr,oduced to an the visitors "~ou certainly bring strange things to' my 'ears; 
at the Ca·stle. I have, you ·s·ee, 'taken ,the liberty to an.d If they· are true, I do not know what to "Say or 
introduce myself. I trust you will pardon the libe.rty, th.Ink!', observed Sir H~man. "How do they agree· 
when I say I am one of your most devoted adm.irers, WIth _ 'each other, these ,dIfferent kinds you speak of?" 
and had the honour of your late father's friendship. "Agree! They ·don't 'agree 'at all" .replied the 

t "Th ' Excuse me if I withhold my nrume for the present." 'Si ranger,., ey condemn each other mo'st heartily. 
Sir Human was quite taken aback 'by the stranger's Just as' rIval tradesmen are jealous 0"£ each other',s 

coolness. Yet tl.2ere was something aobout him which progress,"So these ambassadors are jealous of each 
forbade the· idea. of resentment; and in his pres'ent . other, for fear ·one ·shou'ld get more emigran1ts than the 
mood Sir Human was no,t inclined to' 'stand much on t"~st, Thei: stories .are inconsistent, and their prac-
a mere que~io~ of etiquette. . bces are qUIte ,at vanance with their profes-sions." 

"I hope you will enjoy your visit", continued the "And you reanY,came to warn me of this" said 
stranger, "this is a most charming part of tq.e· ,country. Hum~n,. "i,t is kind of yOU. I am 'Surprised n~ne of 
The cqmp!lny is ·select, and the climate bra:cing; and -I?Y fnen~ds have na~'ed this before. It certainly places 
·a'ltogether I think we are s1ngularly fontuna~e in being matters In another lIght. Do they aCl:}uire riches these 
the guests of Dr. Profound." . ambassadors you speak of? I have h~ard that'there 

. "I have not seen much of the Prov:ince yet", replied '~re no poor people in the Province of Piety. I have 
.Slr .H;uman; "and, as I leave shortly, my view· of it 'oeen told they are rich ·in fai,th, and he.irs of a king-
at present will of necessity be limited." dom." 

"Indeed!" exc1ai~ed the stranger: "I am 'Sorry to '.'Excuse me, I must leav~ you!" hurriedly exclaimed 
hear you think of l¢aving ~o soon. I sought you out . the. s1ranger, and fairly ran away just as Human saw 
this morning, just as a friend, to caution you against th~. amba.ssador' and pivine Truth approaching. 
a man who,t:n I saw a'bout here yesterday who I heard Who IS that?",asked Human. 
had come to see you. He passes as a s·ort of ambassa- ""o/hy, that is the Prince of Darknes's himself" 
-dar from some king or another. Now, it IS ali non-' replIed the ambassador, "in his. character of th~ 
s'ense. He is ·a paid.:.· agent, and his business is ·1'0 Accuser oI the Brethren." . 
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JUtuis &trttt ,uipit 

The Baptist Message' 
!--n Address by The Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Note: The following address was deiivered throughout the churches of the Baptist· 
{}onvention of Ontario and Quebec during the winter of 1919-1920 in conn~tion ·With 
the Forward l\fovement. Many requests have reached us asking that it appear in "The 
Witness", and owing to the Editor's absence from his pulpit we are now able to meet 
this request. , ", 

The Book which, with a positiveness which only divine 
omniscience ean justiJy, speaks of ;that which antedates 
all human history, and of that,' therefore, whioh, in the 
'l13JI:ure of the case, ·no. mortal could know, challenges 9ur 
faith by the comprehensive sweep of its first great word, 
"In the beginning God." And -that Book, concerning it
\Self, as it does, with principles which are immwt3!ble, de
-scribes the order and p'rogress of the first day of God's 
creation, by saying .. "And the evening ~nd the morning 
were the first day." And the last ohapter of the same. 
incompaJrable Book commands both our faith and our 
imagination by its des'cription of the shadeless splendor 
of ·the Holy City, in the promise, "And there shall be no 
night there." . 

And between that· first line of the· history of the 
Genesi!? of things, and the line. w.hkh predicts the con
summation of the ·divine pur:pose .in glory, you hav'€! an 
epitomized record, histor~cal and prophetic, of the move
ments of God in all human history until tifIle shall be no 
more; and everywhere 'and always, it is a Forward 
Movement. 

~\Ot1r lives through various scenes are drawn, 
And vexed wi·th trifling' cares; 

While His eterna~ thought moves on 
His undisturbed affairs." 

No one can walk with God and' walk 'backwards; nor 
enquire a'S to His ~w~11ing plaJce without receiving· His 
forward-movin'g invitation, "Come and see." And no one 
t!an reai1ly and sincerely summon all his powers to an 
endeavor to a'chieve a morally worthy purpose without 
having God <1m his .side; nor without coming, consciously 
or unconsciously, into the current of that divine purpose 
which moves forward ·toward the light of an endless day. 

-The . great Movement which is to engage the thought 
and energy of five evangelical denominations in Canada, 
cannot be ignored by anyone .with wisdom to watch for 
"God's occasions passing by." We welcome the emphasis 
which ev·e·ry denominaJtion ha;s ,laid' upon the spiritual 
character of the Movement ; and we pray .that grace may 
be "wittih all. them that love our Lord Jesus Christl: in 
sincerity," by whatever name .they may be. called. We 
recognize that it is .profoundly and for ever true of the 
spiritua.l 'body of Christ, that "\Vhether one member suf
fer, ·all the members suffer with it; or on~ mem'ber be 
honoured, all the memb~rs rejoice wi·th it." . 

13ut while we freely. acknowledge this .truth, we are 
necessa,rily chiefly concerned with our OM'n part in the 
Movement as a denomination; and wi.th consideration of 
the privileges and reSiponsibi.lities it may bring to us. 

. In common with our brethren of other. communions, we 
recognize the essentially spiritual character of the Move
ment as a whole. Nothing else could deserve to be called 
a' "forward" movement. But by .. ".spiritual" we do not 
mean only the immaterial. As we are to glorify God in 
our bodies and in our spirits which' are His, so we 'are .to 

. glorify Him with all the abilities and capacities of mind 
and body, and with all that brain and brawn can produce. 
The presentation of our offerings, w~eri our motive is 
pure, is an act of ,vorship, and should be regarded as a 
·service just as 'spiritua,l as our prayers, our praises, or 
our preaching. . . 

If we fail to keep the. spiritua·l nature of· our work 
clearly in view we are in danger of missing the aim of 
the church's mission altogether. Of -late years, indeed, 
we have seen this effect an entire change of .the accent 
and emphasis of the ·church's message,-in the recom
mendation of godliness 'chiefly .for its profitaJbleness in 
·"the life that now is." This ~nevitably leads to .the erec
tion of worldly and temporal standards of value by which 
to appraise the church's ministry and progress, until the 
church arrives at 1:!he condi.tion of the Laodiceans: "Thou 
sayest, I am rich and increased wittl~.goods; and have need 
of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, . 
and mdserable, and poor, and -blind, and naked." 

Moreover, if we forget the essentially spiritual en4 of 
our work we shall fail to depend upon the only Power 
by which it can he 'achieved; The first settlements in this 
country sprang up on the shores of, the lakes, and beside 
the filowing nivers; because the pioneers were wise . 
enough to drop their mill-wheels into' the streams· of 
God's power flowing by. These steel towers bearing high 
voltage wires which we now see everywhere proclaim 
our more re·cent d'i-s'covery that GQd meant us to 
live, even on' the plane of .!the physical, 'by s)1perhuman . 
power:s. And in the realm of the spiritual the same 
principle obtains. The spir~tual eharacter of our work 
precludes· all possibility of its being. done "by hand ;" it 
can only be done "by power," and .that power the Spoirit 
of the Lord. Hence our material 'gifts, whether of money 

"or of service, must -be only as the towers and wires 
along w'hi,oh the divine energy may flow for the accom-
plishment of our spiritual service. . 

The question arises, therefore, whether we, as Bap
tists, have any special aptitude for the spiroitual interpre
tation of life. While other Christian bodies discuss the 
possihilities of. organic union, have we still any' lbgical 
r~ason for standing apart from suoh. .discussions? Have 
we stil'la distinctive message 'for -the world? Are we as 
finnly convinced as ever tha.t the disttinctive emphasis of 
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our presenta.tion of the Gospel constitutes a, truer inter
pretation of the evangel of grace tthan other presentations 
~n whidh the emphasis is diHereIlitly placed? 

Before we can know clearly how to move forward, we 
need to enquire as Baptis~s where we are, I therefore 
!propose to ask you to consider what is I1'he sine qua nOn of 
the Baptist message. What is the irreducible minimum 
of revealed truth which a.man must believe in order to 
be entitled to be called a Ba.ptist? Or let me put the 
matter still more simply: What are the conditions of 
membership in a Baptist church? What is involved in the 
Iconfession required of anyone applying for membership 
in the church? If we get at !these simple and fundamental 
principles we shall know what are the essentials of the 
Baptist message. And it is of these great principles I 
now speak. ' . 

I. 
The first and central truth which Baptists have always 

firmly 'heId is this: THA'l' IN JESUS CHRIST GOD WAS 
MANIFEs'r IN THE FLESH. Belief in the essential Deity 
of Jesus Christ ,is cardinal to our whole position as 
Baptists. 

We believe that no true conception of God can, by 
n311:ural processes, be dolved out of ~nan's own con-

. ;sciousness; that we cannot of ourselves imagine a true 
picture of God; that unaided human reason cannot dis~ 
.cover'· God. And, therefore, we hold tthat a man's attitude 
'toward God and his relation to his fellows cannot rightly 
·be determined by Ibis own conception, of what God is; 
and of what He requires of us; but, on the contrary, ,that 
any true knowledge ~f God must he derived from what 
God reveaJs of Himself. 

Therefore, ,fundamentally, Baptis.ts QlYe not ration
alists, but revelationists. All-th311: we know of God and all 
that we·teach of Him is derived, not from what human 
reason has 'discovered, but .from what divine revel'ation 
'has disclosed. And we believe that aU eadier and lesser 
revelations of God, even tth311: which is revealed of God 
in nature, are summed up 'and comprehended in the full 
and final. revelation of God in Christ : "God, who at 
,sundry times and in diY~rs manners spake in time past 
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he Iha.th aJppointed heir 
of all things, by whom' also he made the worlds; who 
being the brightness of his glory, and the express image 
of ,his person, and upholding all things ,by the word of his 
power, when he had by himseIf purged our sins, sat 
down on the tight hand of the Majesty on high; being 
made -so much ·better than ,the angels, as he hath by tn-

. heritance ohtained a more excellent name than they." 
I have sometimes thought that we need a Rescue 

'Mission for fallen words. ; for words, like persons do not 
always honor either their birthplace or their parentage, 
but go astray, to walk in the ·counsel of the ungodly, and 
stand in the way of sinners, and sit in tthe seat of the 
scornful; with the inev;ita.oble· result, that, like persons, 
they lose their proper influence and power. It then be
oomes necessary, 'either to turn .them aside to some 
Jerioho, where, like David's men, they may recover from 
the debasement resulting from contaot with the enemy; 
or, otherwise, such words need to be reclothed with 
ampler definitions. 

The word "divinity," has lost much of its original 
strengltlh of meaning. It is no longer suffi-cient for us to 

say we ,believe in the divinity of Christ; for tthere are 
. those who say ,that, who also say they believe in the 

divinity of all men. We hold thai God was in Christ as 
He never was in any other man. We believe in the 
essential Deity of Christ, as the Eternal Son, Who was 
with the' Father before the world was; 31S the secunu 
Person in the Holy Trinity Who, with othe Father, and 
the Holy Spirit, is one God. And we worship Him as I 

"the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature; for by him were all things created, tha.t are iR 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whet!her othey be thrones,\or dominions, 001' principalities, 
or powers; aU things were created by him, and for him; 
and he is before all t1~ings, and by him all things consist" 

Therefore, 'We set the Lord Jesus Christ in the centre 
as the Incarnate God in \iVhom "dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily." 

As Baptists we readi-ly aocord ,to others ;t;had: liberty ot 
-thought which we dem·and 'for ourselves. But though 
we deny the right of the magistr311:e or. anyone else to 
fetter another's conscience, we do not, therefore, bind 
ourselves to have fellOWShip with principles against 
which our own consciences revoLt. While refusing to 
compel, we may with equal justice refuse to c0I!lCur. 
There Me some things ~hich are vittal to true ~CHristian 
faith; and one of them is this: a ,settled convktion of the 
essential Deity of Jesus Christ. We .can have no fellow
'Ship ''Wi,th anyone who denies the Godhead of Jesus. I 
believe I speak for the Baptists of this Conveption when 
I say that there is absolutely no room 'among us for 
anything that savors of Unitarianism. Jesus Christ is to 
us "the only wise God our Saviour, to whom be glory 
,and majesty, dominion ,and power, both now and ever. 
Amen." 

But what are the implications OIf this position? Our 
attitude toward Christ will determine our atrt:itude toward 
many other things-indeed, it will determine our attitude 
toward everything, toward God a:bove us, and man about 
us; toward "the life that now is." and "th311: which is to 
·come." 

"\iVhat think ye of Christ, is the test, 
To try both your !plan and your scheme; 
You cannot be rigihl in the rest, . 
Unless you think t1ghtly of Him." 

II. 

Our attitude toward ChTisd: will determine OUIt. 
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE SCRIPTURES. 

It must be clear to the mind of every earnest and 
tHoughtful man and woman among us that the time has 
come when we must clea1"lly define to ourselves what 
our attitude toward the Bible is to be, if we are to con
tinue our work as a denomination. No family, nor com
munity, nor insti,tution, nor nation, can live a peaceful, 
progressive, and useful life, without the direotion of 
some recognized authority. And without some such 
authoritative direction no church nor denomination can 
exercise·a useful ministry .to the world a,bout it. Author
ity must reside in some one. In whom? To whom caR 
Baptists look ·for direction ? We h'ave no bishop; and we 
refuse to al'low any person or collection of persons to ex
ercise spiritual lordship over us. And yet some one must 
/COmmand 'and direct. Who Shall ,it be? 
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There 'can be but one answer: "One is yQur Master, 
even Christ; and aU ye are hrethren." But who is too he 
,the Ma~er's mouthI\iec~'? By what mea~s is His will ~Q be' 
oommumca.ted to .us? Where shall we fmd an Qrder bear
ing His unmistakable signature? FQrmerly,~nd histori
cally, Baptists believed that the Head of the Ohurch had 
revealed His will in the BQly Scriptures. To our fathers 
the Bihle was the word of God. Do we still ·so regard it? 

If we do not; if we have no longer a reliable compass 
and char-t, our ship must surely drift from .her course; 
and, defaulting in her mission, disintegrate, and 
ultimately disappear. No captain. would put to sea in a 
ship whose steering gear was believed to be out Qf order. ' 
And the Baptist FQrward Movement, ,if it is to be 
WQrthy of the name, must find its direction in the 
.aUJthority of the Bible as the word of God. F'Or when 
Baptists' yield their belief in the author·ity of the Scrip
tures they have surrendered the last logical reason for 
their continued e.1:istence. 1 . 

But hQW shall the right attitude' toward the Bihle be 
determined'? WhO' 'shall tell usa.uthoritatively· whether 
the Bioble.is the word Qf God? Must we not ,in this matter 
resort to and r~ly UPQn the ·authority of Christ? 

Personally, I :have nO' theory of the inspiration of the 
Scriptures.' But I 31m sure of Iten thousand fams concern
ing which I am unable' to .formulate a theory. And it is 
of the fact of inspiration, not of any theory of it, we 
must be convinced. \Ve may not 'know ·how "!holy men of 
God spake 'as they were moved 'by the Holy Ghost," and 
yet ,be absolutely sure thail: they were so moved. 

.The Bible is a human ·book, writen by human hands. It 
has never been claimed -that ·its manuscripts were magi
'CiUly prQduced. But the Bible is divine as well as hUlman. 
This is the claim it everywhere makes qn its own bClhalf. 
In what prQPortions, therefore, are these divine and 
human elements blended? Is it so human as :to partake 
of such .imperfection as is 'Common ,to all things of human 
origin? Or is it so· permeated by the divine as to' be 
sail:urated with' divine perfection?' 

The Book tells us of a great Persona·lity Who was born 
of aJ human mother, but was begotten of the H<:>ly Ghost; 
and Who was, therefore, both human and div·ine, 'like the 
Book itself. But how were the divine and human elements 
blended in Him? \Vhich of the two natures predomin
ated? Did His ·human nature render Him subject to all 
human limita.ti·ons? Or, .the rather, was nQt His human
ity, while still making Him/our true kinsman, hy union 
with His div.inity, su:bliined to the quality of divine per-

, fection? For if He. was limited in one realm of His being, 
must He not have been limited in all? !of He was mentally 
limited to the measure of ,the human mind, how ·can i~
herem physical immortality, or moral perfection be pre-
dicated Qf Him? . 

We are thus driven to the enquiry: In what realms 
of Hie is Jesus Christ too be Lord? Unquestionably, He is 
to be Lord of our bodies. And who will dispUite His 
supremacy as a moral and religious tea'cher? But what 
about the realm of the intellect? . 

Let us hear from one who was widely and deeply learn
ed. No one will question Ithe ApOst'le Paul's qualification 
for judging of intellectual· matters. And: he tells us, "1 
verily thought wi-th myself that I ought to dO' many 
things contrary to ·the name of Jesus'of Nazareth." . 

But after· he had seen Jesus he gloried in being the 
"bond-slave" of Christ. Now to what extent did Paul 

.Stllbmit hill.ISelf to Christ? Did he continue to ".think with 
hj¥Iself"? And were his thoughts, "-cQmrary to the name 
of Jesus of N''!-za,r:eth''? 0 Itell us! thou mighty leader of 
men, thou man of massive and far-seeing inteHect, in the 
wide realm of thy intellectual activit.ies, hast thou made 
J es).1S Ohr·ist 'thy Lord? 

. And he answers: 
. "ThQugh we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the 
. flesh;' (for the weapons' of our warfare are not carnal; 
burt: mighty through God to the pulling down of strong
holds) -casting down im~ginations, and every high thing . 
that exa.1teth itself against the knowledge Df Goq, and 
'bringing into .captivity every thought to the Qbedience of 
Christ." 

And nothing less '~han .that will do. Jesus Christ must 
be Lord in 'the rea·lm of the intellect! Imag.inart:ions· and 
.reasonings and every !hlgh .thing that ex'alteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, must, hy .the power of 
God, be cast down. A. true Baptist, to. whom Jesus Christ 
is the Im:ama.te God,' in the nature of the -case, has nO' 
"liberty" to .entertain thoughts which are "contrary" to 
Christ. He is "the bond-slave" of Ohrist, .intell~ally as 
well as spiritually; and his "e.ver.y thought"-his thought 
about .the Bible, and a'bourt: everything else, in .this life, 
and in .that which is to come, must be "brought into 
·captivity to the 'obedience of Christ.·" 

Now Wlhen Christ is so regarded we have an infallible 
.Standard and Authority to Whom all our intellectual 
problem~ can he brought. We must consult 'Him, there
fore,. a'bout the Bihle; for He. js the highest Authority 
ir! the universe. ' 

Of the Old Testament 'in general, He. says: "Think: . 
not that I am come to destroy the loaw or the prophets; 
I ru11-:not co.me to destroy, but.to fuUil. ,For veri-ly I say .. 
unto you, till heaven 'and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
'shall in nO' w.ise pass from .the law, till all·be fw1fi1led." 
Aqd to this He adcls in another place, "Heaven and ear.th 
shall pass a·way, but my words shall not ·pass. -a;way." 
Thus ,this infallible Christ declares He :has -come to fulfil 
'the !law and the prophets, even to the last jot and the 
.last tittle; and ,having put the seal of His infallible 
authority on the law and the .prophets, He later solemnly 
avers that His O'wn words shall never pass away. Can 
language express a stronger clai.m to infaliihili,ty and 
final autlhority? \ . . 

Wha.t use can I now make of this divine pronounce-' 
'ment? How is .the authority of Christ wi-th respect to 
the Scriipltures to detenl1ine my own attitude toward the 
-Biblle? Let me give you two or three simpleiUustra.tive 
<l!pplicatiO'ns of the principle. 

Personally, I ain not concerned per se about ·the human 
a.uthorship of the bO'Qks attributed to Moses. When I find 
'the writer of ~he epistle .to the' Hebrews saying Qf 
oCertai~ '1:Ihings in Exodus an'd Leviticus, "'FolIe HQly 
Ghost, ,this signifying," I could be content to Ignore the 
human author and listen to. the divine ·word. But when 
I find that the life and -times of Moses tre so inextric
<l!bly interwoven 'with the Pentateuch that ·it .is impossible 
to' eliminate Moses wi.thout invalidating the first five 
'hooks of the Bible, .the Mosiac auto/.>rship of the Penta
Iteuch becomes a question of vital- importance. There
fore·I must bring this vexed question to "the author and 
the finisher of my faith" for settlement. And now let us 
hear Him! 
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To Ithe Sadducean naturalists of His day, He said: 
"Do ye ,not therefore' err, because ye know not the 
Scriptures, neither the power of God? , . , , . Have ye not 
read in the book 'Of Moses, ,how in the bush God 'spake 
to. him?" (Mark 12 :24, 26). -' 

And again: "Do not think that.r will aocuse you to' the 
Father: There is one that kccuseth you, even Moses, in 
.whom y~ trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would 
havel:behe~~d me; for hel wrote of me. But if ye believe 
not HIS wntmgs, how shaH ye bel.ieve my words?" (John 
·5 :4.5-4~). And yet again, in that most solemn parable 
whIch IS a prophecy of retribution ibeyond the grave in 
3;nswer to the once-rich man's, request, that Lazarus' be 
sent to warn . his five brethren, Ohrist represents 
Albraham as saying, (and as saying it in the- clearer light 
and fuller knowledge of ,the life beyond) "They have 
;]\![oses and the prophets; let them hear them." And When 
Dives replies, ':Nay, father Abraham; but if one ,vent 
).mto t'hem from the dead, they will repent," Hel puts into 
l\braham's lips th<!se terri,bly solemn words: "If they 
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither wiU they be 
persuaded though one rose .from the dead." (Luke 16: 
27-3 1 ). 

.. When he has heard these words, surely for the 
:ma~ .~ho ackno~vledges ,the Deity and consequent in
fa!hblhty of Chnst, the question of the Mosaic author
shIp of the. Pentateuch is authoritatively and finally 
settl~; and mstead of spending time in idle speculations 
he ~1I1 read it to hear what ",t,he Holy Ghost saith" 
thereIn. 

A~d this prin~ipl.e of ·the infaIIibi.Jity of Christ may b~ 
~pp'h~d ,to all BIblIcal. que,st,i0ns. I am not disturbed by 
questIons as ~o the hlstonclty of the book of }onah. I 
srhould . be qt11te ,content to learn its religious lessons as 
alJegonrcaJ.ly tillught, even H ,the ,book had no 'hi'storic 
.foundation, providing there can ,be found nothing in any 
other .par,t ?f s~ri'Pture requiring me to regard the book 
as 'bem~ h.lstoncally tr~e. An allegorical Jonah, and a 
paralbohc. flsl~, and a legendary gOllrd, will do no violence 
t? my faIth, .If I can secur~ ,the consent of my one infal
lIble AuthOrIty .to my hOlldmg stl'ch a view' for I am not 
free to form an opinion on the subject: ~y thought of 
the ,~ook of Jonah. must be brought into captivity to the 
pbedlence of '~hnst. T,h ere fore, what saith my great 
Professror ot Blhle knowledge? Hear Him, again: 
.. fAn evil and adulterous generation seeketh after 'a 
·s~gn; and t,here shall no sign Ibe given unto it, bitt the 
SIgn of t~e proph~t Jonas; for as Jonas was three days 
'and ,three mghts m the whale's ,belly; so shall the Son 
of Man ,be three days and three nights in .the hear,t of the 
ea~h. The ~len of Nineveh s'hall rise in judgment with 
thIS generatIon, and shall condemn it; because they re
pented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a grearter 
than Jonas is here." And in the sillme breath He 
~ontinues: "T,he queen .of the south shall rise up in the 
Judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it· for 
she c~e .from ,the uttermost parts of the aarth to 'hear 
the wlsd~ of Solomon; and, ·behold, a greater' than 
Solomon IS here." (Matt. 12 :39-42). . . 

. By .I:!~·at pronDuncement, 'for me, ,the question of the 
hIstOrICIty of the book of Jonah is for ever settled. I 
!believe the miraculous story ,to be 'historically true be
tCause the ·highest Authority in the universe has so 
declared. 

The same rU!le applies -to ;the question of ,the inspiration 
and aUlthority of the Scriptures as a wthole, and .in every' 

·part. For myself, this is my confession of faith with 
respect to the Bible: If this building were la~ge enoug:h to 
hold aU the Biblical ,scholars of the -world;' and if they 
should all unite to tell me that the story of the Deluge is 
unhistoric; that Moses did not write the Pentateuch; that 
the book! of Jonah is not historically true, I would'believe 
Ohrist's naked. word before the contrary judgment of all 
the schodarship of the world; and stake the interests of 
my sou~ for time ·and fDr eternity u.pon the unsupported 
word of. m:y absolutely infallible Lord; and, if need ,be, 
be a fool for Christ's sake. And I t,hen should be much 
less a -fool for His sake, than the contrary attitude would 
make me for the sake of agreeing w.ith a "scholarship" 
falsely so-called. For though I ,thus speak for the pur
pose of emphasis, I am convinced that that body of 
thought whioh is worthiest the high and honourable title 
of "scholarship," and which represents the findings of 
discip~ined intellectual powers in co-operation with 
.spiritually enlightened and penetrating understandings, 
will always :be found to rhein agreement with the word 
of Him who is Incarnate TrUil::h .. 

'When we thus approo'ch ,the Bible as being instinct 
with the persona.lity and authority of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, what a world of intelleotual and spiritual treasure 
it becomes to us! Vve have walked wilth Him 1<lJ1l10ng the 
f'lowers 6£ Eden; and where first the shadow of the 
curse fellathw~rt the path of sinful man. vVe have seen 
Him- walk the waves of the shoreless sea of jUdgment; 

. and, in the patriarchs' tents, in the voice 0'£ angels, we 

. have heard the Word whioh -was in the beginning with 
God. In the tabernillcle of the wilderness, with i.ts cr,im
son ritual, and in all the forty mimcu.lous years, we have 
heard Him speaking in righteousness, mighty to sa;ye. We 
have followed Him with Joshua in His triumphal pro
gress into Can<lJan's promised 'land; we have found Him 
sitting among Israel's judges; 'and in the fields of Boaz, 
near :to Bethlehem, we have heard His whispered promise 
of the ma'rriage of the Lamb. Where, indeed, ·have we not 
found Him? Is there a scripture path untrodden by His 
feet? Is there a valley whirch has not echoed with His 
voice? Is there a mountain which has not ·been trans
figured ,by His presence ?-wl'ihe voice of My beloved! 
behold, ,he cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping 
upon the hills. My beloved is like a toe Dr a young hart: 
behold, he standeth behind our wall, he looketh forth 'at 
the windows, shewing himself through the lattice. My 
beloved spake, and sai,d unto me, Rise' up, my love, my 
,fair one, and ·come away. For, 10, the winter is past, the 
r:ain is over and gone; the flowers' appear on the earth; 
the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice 
of rtJhe turtle is heard in our land; the fig tree putteth 

, forth her green figs, and .the vines with ,the tender gr:ape 
give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and comc 
a'Way." And we have followed Him-throug:h ·historiotal 
-willdernesses, and biographical mountain solitudes, and 
through genealogical deserts, only to f.ind ,that the wild
erness and t<he solitary pJ.ace are made glad for Him; and 
in His presence the deser.t rejoices and blossoms as the 
rose. In 'Psalmist's melodies; in ·words of transcendent 
wisdom; in pregnant type, and glowing symbol; in wheels 
thillt are dreadful; in 'chariots of fire; in seraphic visions 
of enr:aptured spirits of prophets, priests and kings, we 
have seen and heard the form and voice of our Beloved; 
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until, at last, He has come to us from 'Out the grave, 
being declared .1'0 be the Son 'Of God with power, accord
ing to the spirit. 0 f h()li~ess, by,. the res~rrection from 
the dead, and wlth perfect knowledge 'Of both W'Orlds, 
He has joined us on the Emmaus road; where with 
burning hearts we have heard Him, beginning at M'Oses 
and all the proph!!ts, e~ound unto us in all the scriptures 
"he things concerning Himse).f.· . 

Theref'Ore by the illumination 'Of His presence in its 
pages; by the seal of His auth'Ority upon all its principles, 
and precepts, and promises; by His own invaria!ble as- . 
'Sumpti'On of the-Scriptures' infallibility, there is wrought 
int'O. our deepest spiritual consciousness the unwavering 
oonviotion that the BihYe is the 'word 'Of God that liveth 
and albideth f'Or ever! 

"Sh'Ould all the f'Orms that men'devise 
Assault my faith with treacherous art, 

I'd caN them vanity and lies, 
And bind the gospel to my ·heart." 

III. . 
And now what follows from all .this? If ~e have in 

the Bible the Book of .the Lord, and in Christ ,the Lord .of 
the 'Book, we have in Him als'O '. TH~ STANDARD OF 

. INT~RPR~TATION. 
04r Lord· Himself promised of "the Spirit 'Of Truth," 

, '~He shall guide you into aH the truth; f'Or he shall not 
speak -from himself, but ·wha:t things soever he shall hear, 
these 'shall! he speak; and he shall declare unto you the 
things that are to come." And.the manner of the Spirit's 
guiding into ·all t~uth He clearly predkted when He said, 
. "He shal!glqrify me; f.or he shaJll receive of mine, and 

. shall shew it unto you." The New Testamen.t writers, 
wh'O daimed to' wri,te "by the revelation of Jesus Christ,'" 
all made Him the Standard by Whom the values of life 
must! ·be determined. 

They d~imed to be ,the inspired exponents of the 
Gospel He had "revealed to his holy apostles and prophets' 
by the Spiri.t." And their standard was, in principle, 
always 1!his: "As the truth is in Jesus." Their identliica
ti'Onand appraisal of error 'Was always effected by com- ' 
parison with the only il1'fallil5le Standard of truth; as 
when PauJ says: "Beware lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain decei,t, after the traditi'On 
of men, after .the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ. ·F'Or in him dwelleth aill the fulness of the God-

. head bodily. And ye are complete in him." 
When I say that Christ is to be our S.tandard of inter

pretation, I mean that all the elements of human life can 
find ,their only true appraisement in His interopretation 
of life, as He speaks directly and through His inspired 
apostaes. 

For i13stance: There is ·a man in the city where I,live 
who is a m'Ost exemplary character; a good husband and 
father, a I'Oyal citizen, and in every respect a worthy man. 
He is, indeed, a returned soldier. He went "over .the top." 
and was wounded. And in that hour he 'Offered his life 
upon the al,tar of his country's servi'ce 'as truly as did the 
heroic men who will never return. ,~~",:.''';;' . 

Now I wan.t someone to tel! me Jqow.;'~:r'a;m·:~q estimate 
that man religiously; for he is not: i':f,~q:f,~#.'~0r.:?f,re~i&ion. 
Does such an exceNent character as~.,J;I¢·;:n.e~(:l. ,any. reltglOn ? 
And if so, what sort of religion? EYde!;1 He' 'deed/salvation ? 
Does he need a Saviour? What should my attitude 
toward 'him be? You see, I am looking for a satisfactory, 

,because final and authoritative, doctrine of man. For this 
I must go on to the only one wh'O "needed not that any 
should testify of man: for he knew what was in man." 

And I find that just such an admirable character as I 
have descrihed, except that he lacked my soldier-friend's. 
splendid courage, once I "came t'O Jesus by l}ight." .And 
when, he had said, "Rabbi, we know that thou art a 
tea,cher come from God," our infallible Auth'Ority 
'answered, "Verily, veri:ly, I say unt'O ithee, except a man 
Ibe ,born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." And.' 
when Nicodemus asked, "How 'can these things be?" this 
-infallible Professor of spiritual knowledge 'answered: 
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, we speak that .we do. 
know, and testify that we have seen; and y~ receive not 
.our witness. If I have told you earthly .thmgs, .and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I ,fell you of heavenly 
things? And no man hath" ascended up to heaven, but 
Ihe that came down from heaven, even the S'On 'Of 
man which is in heaven." , 

That is equivalent to saying: "Ni'~o~lemus,. human 
nature is so depraved that only a spmtual blrth can 
make it spiritually capable-of seeing, or morally fit to. 
enter, the kigdom of God. And if you have any doubt 
as to the finality of this pronouncement, l' tell you now 
that I s:p:eak what I know, anld testify what I have 
seen. No one else has ever ascended up to heaven. 
There i's no other authority competent to guide you. 
I only, of all men, have cp~plete 'knowle-dg~. of the 
other life, and of the' condltlons of, entrance mto the 
kingdom of God. i am the way, the truth, and the 
life; no man cometh un,to the Father but by Me . 
Therefore, marvel not that I said unto thee, ye must 
be born again." 

Vie have now, therefore, a trustworthy doctrine of 
man. He is so ruined by sin tha.t he can be saved only 
through regeperation by the Holy ~host. I. must, 
therefore,. go on preacq.ing the doctnnes of sm and 
the. new birth; for my great Authori,ty tells mt; they 
are still true and necessary. Moreover, I know now 
the religious message my ex-soldier neighbour needs; 
and I have learned too, that the first essential to 
"reconstruction" in any life is regen~rat!on. And as a 
Christian workman I am no longer 10 doubt as to my 
cour·se. I have a platform of cer,tainty on, which to 
!,;tand, and a divinely authorized message to deliver; 
I can, therefore, address myself to ripr task as one who 
ilas'a commission from on high. 

What interpretation shall I put UPQn the Cross of 
Christ? There it stands, the promise and prophecy of 
it in the Old Testament, and the history of it in the 
New. 'What does. it mean to a sinf.ul world? 

Shall I p'roc1aim its moral. influence? Shall I tell 
men it is the consummation of a sublime example? 
that Christ died to show us how to die, as He lived to 

. shbw us how to live ? Yes; there is aU that in the 
Cross. No one can really gaze upon it without being 
moved to nobler living. But is that the full meaning 
of the Cross? If He who died thereon was but a man, 
th·e Cross can mean no more than tha·t. You wiH 
.relnember that Bethmann-Hollweg, the ex-German 
Chancellor, offered himself to the Allied Governments 
as a substitute for the former Kaiser. The receipt of 
his offer was acknowloedged; but the Allied Govern
ments politely intimated that they had a little score to 
settle with him 'On hi,s own account, and that he would 

\ 
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have quite enougn to do to answer for his own crimes. 
l\nd ~,hus the case stands with all men: "None of them 
can by any means redeem his brother; nor give to God 
a ransom for him." No man did ever have a surplus 
of merit wherewith to atone for another's offences; 
and even if he had, "a life for a life," would require a 
life of infinite value for the Life of the world. 

But what if Jesus Christ be God? What if He was 
"made after the power of an indissoluble life"? What 
if "He only hath immortality," if His lif.e was eternal 
in its nature and essence? He said of' Himself: "No 
man taketh my li-fe from me, but, I lay it down of 
'myself. I have power' to lay it "down, and I have 
power to take it again. This commandment have I 
re-ceived of ,my Father." And :He said also, "The Son 
'of man came, not to be ministered unto but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for 'many." , 

N ow if in J es-us Christ, "God was manifest in the 
:flesh;" if He was :born, "th3.ot it ~ight be fulfilled whiah 
was spoken by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin 
~hall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and 
tht;y shall call his name, Emmanuel, which being inter
preted is, God with us," we must find a deeper and 
richer significance in His blood than is contained in , 
any theory of its mere moral influence. When I know 
that "the precious. blood of Christ" flowed from the 
heart of Incarnate Deity, I kno,¥ that His blood was 
of greater mora:l worth than all the rivers of human 
blood whi'ch have flowed on all the battle-fields of 
earth through all human history, since Cain slew his 
'brother Abel. "The life of the flesh is in the blood;" 
and when I know that the life that was in "the precious 
blood of Christ" was' an "indissoluble life," even the 
very life-tide of Deity, then I can understand the incal
cula:bility of its atoning value; for in that crimson 
stream, I see the wealth of the universe in solution! 
And I can srng with renewed fervour, and out of an 
unwavering conyiction, 

"Thou dying Lamb, Thy predous blood 
Shall never lose ,its power, 

Till all the ransomed Church of God, 
Be saved to sin "IlO more." 

For a spiritualIty bankrupt race ~here can be no 
gospel without a vicarious atonement for i.ts theme; 
an imputed righteousness for its promise; a throne of 
grace for its faith; a divine Mediator, for its Surety; 
and a kingdom of grace and glory for i.ts end. And all 
this we have ,who believe, "that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the/world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespas.se~ unto them; and hath commi.tted unto us the 
word of reconciliation." 

Salvation by gra,ce as the mes'sage of the Gospel 
follows as the natural corollary of all this; salvation 
as God's free gift, no.t something men can earn for 
themselves. How sadly that great word "grace" has 
been neglected of recent yea,rs! It needs to be redis.
covered, as Hilkiah the high priest dis coveted the 
neglected book of the law in the house of the Lord; 
and to be restored to its place, as the ark of the 
covenant was brought ba,ck from the land of the Philis
tines. And they who see that all we know of our need 
of a Saviour and of a Saviour's work fC/r us, has come 
to us, as it came to Saul on the Damascus road, by 
~ight from heaven, will feel the need of that immeasur-

I 

a'ble word, grace-as deep as hell, as high as heaven" 
as wide as human sin, and as lasting as eternity
infi,nite, indeed, as God Himself. 

"Gra'ce, 'tis a charming sound, 
Harmonious to my ear, , 

Heaven with the echo shaJI resound, 
And all the earth shall hear. 

"Grace first contrived a way 
To save rebellious man; 

And all the steps that gr3Jce display 
Which drew the wondrous plan. 

"Grace taught my wandering feet 
To tread the heavenly road; 

And new supplies ealch hour I meet, 
, While pressing on to God. 

"Grace all the work shall crown, 
'Tl1ough everlasting days; 

It lll-Ys in heaven the topmost stone, 
.An4 well deserves the praise." 

,Once again. If Jesus Christ be Lord of all, !:Ie must 
'be recognized and acknowledged as the Head ot the 
Church. 

And in that, acknowledgment the pdnciple of a 
regenerate -church membership is involved. The c'huI"Ch 
must be a company of witnesses to the grace of Christ: 
"He gave him to be the head over all things to the 
church, whkh is his body, the fulness of him which 
filleth all in all." Surely if a m'ember of the church is 
to be a member of the body O'f Chrislt, ,it follow~ he 
must be spiritually qukkened. How can Christ be 
said to be the Head of a church which receives into 
its membership persons who have not been "born 
again"? The need of the world,is a' witnes'sing chun:h, 
~L church whose membe'rs wi~l witness to the grace of 
the Incarnate <;iod by :being thems'elves the incarna
tions of the truth of His Gospel. When the pooresrt 
and humblest persons is pu.t jnto the witness box to 
tell what he personally knows of the case before the 
court, if he is able, even with limping grammar and 
stammering li,ps, to tell what he himself has seen of 
the matter that is before the court for judgment, he is 
listened to witH, greater attention than would the most 

,learned scholar who had no peTs'onal knowledge of 
the case. Hence the little church of really converted 
people will be a mightier power for good in any com
munity than a great congr,egation of people who in 
their own experience have no witness for Christ. ' 

We as Haptists, therdore, must learn to measure the 
progres1s of our churches by their increasing -con
iormity to Christ, rather than by the number of their 
members, their social posi,tion, or the amount of their 
wealth, 

Years ago there was a case at law in whi'ch every
thing turned on the resemblance of two ca'r wheets, 
which were put in as exhibits,. 'VVebster and Choate 
were the opposing counsel. When all the evidence 
was in, Choate addressed the jury, and overwhelmed 
them with an elaborate address on "the fiiation of 
points," whatever that may be. I do not know; and 
the jury did not know t;,ither. They may have admired 
the advocate's learning; but it gave them n'O light on 
the question' before them. 
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We,bs"ter followed Choate. He fixed his eyes on the 
car wheels, then on the jury; again on the car wheels 
and again on the jury; a~d then, as he pointed to the 
wheels, he thundered, "Gentlemen of the jury! There 
they are. Look at 'em!" And that 'Yas all he s'aid. 
But the jury gave him the verdict. Happy the preacher, 
who, when he has told what Christ can do for a poor 
sinner, can point to the members of his own church, 
and say, "There they are! Look at them! Let their 
lives certify to the effica'cy of the Gos'pel of grace in 
the lives of men." , 

The same great . principle of the Lordship of Christ 
determines our teaching with l"espect to the ordinances 
of the church. In the symbolism of baptism and the 
Lord's supper, divine wisdom has wrapped up all the 
doctrines of grace, In the symbolic death, and bu,rial, 
and I'esurrection of the believer, you have life derived 
from Christ; and in the bread and. wine, life sustained ' 
by Christ: He is the AI'piha and Omega of both ordin
ances. And whoever observes them in their primitive 
New Testament simplicity and order, is not likely to 
lose sight of- the great central truth of the Gospel. 
"Christ crucified," is "the wisdom" of Good; and so are 
the simple ordinances in which that great truth is 
enshrined. . 

But rich as is the symbolism of the ordinances, our 
chief reasoOn for our strict observance of them is that 
Christ is the Head of the Church; and, we recognize 
110 higher law fo'r the believer nor for the Chur'ch than 
His will as revealed in His Word,. No one may 
ch'ange what He has ordained. 

Clearly, therefore, our whole message hinges upon 
the Lordship of Chrislt. . 

Much has been said in recent years about Church 
Uni'On; and Baptists are 110t indifferent to these dis
cussions. When, in March, 1918, the Allied armies 
wel['e being pushed ba1ck upon the Channel ports, no 
one proposed that the British should become French 
or the French B'ritish, or that either 'should be'com~ 

. Americans. But the greatest military genius of all the 
Allied generals was appointed t'O the supreme com
mand of the Al1ied forces; and when every individual 
g'oldier in all the armies of'the Allies became subjeot I 
to one supreme will, in that hour Germany's' doom was 
sealed! And the forces 'of darkness wiII not 'be de-' 
feated by flags of truce; nor by the su.rrender of vita'l 
principles of revealed truth. The need of the hour is 
the recognition by every Christian of the Lord Jesus 
.Christ as Generalissimo of all the armies of the Lord. 
And to t~at recognition our message cleoarly and un-
.compromIsingly calls,. ~ . 

To Baptists the Forward Movement must mean in
creas~d ·effort'to bring in the day when the kingdoms 
·of thIS worild shall become the kingdom of our Lord 
~n~ . of His ~hrist To maintain, the integrity of the 
BrItIsh EmpIre, and to secure the liberties of the 
world, Canada was prodiga:l of her blood and treasure. 
Bu~ the claim of the kingdo.m of Christ is a still higher 
c1mm, made by a greate-r Kmg, and to secure the inter
ests of a nobler citizenship. The cause in which our 
Lord inves.ted His life's blood is worthy the invest-
ment of our all. I • • • . 

I was in Brussels when King Albert, shortly after 
!he si~ning ?f the ArIIl:istice, made his triumphal entry 
mto hIS caplt'al after hIS, more .than four years of exile. 
1 shall never forget that scene. Hundreds of thousands , 

, 

were assem.bled to acclaim their 1"'eturning king. It 
seemed to .them that ages had pas'sed Isince last they 
saw him. And during his absence they had been under 
the heel of the ty,rant. Somewhere, without the ring 
of fire which encird'ed them, they knew their valian·t 
king ,and his' gallant army were fighting their way 
back. But it had seemed as though the king would 
never 'Come again. But a.t :last the happy day had 
dawned. I was privileged to stand on a bakony on the 
third storey of an oOffice-ibuilding at the corner of the 
street around which the king was to tum. I looked 
down upon the scoreS of 'thousand:s of loyal Belgians 
and others Who lined the great thoroughfares as· far as 
the eye . could reach. Thousands of banners were 
waving; and the vast multitudes, delivered out of the' 
hand of the oppressor, waited with loyal impatience 
to express their devotion to the king. Noone could . 
look down upon those many t~ousands of ex pedant 
faces without feel-ing that they all "I-oyed his appear-
• " I • mg. 
. At last the cry was raised, "The king is coming." 
And in a moment he came into view just beneath mlY 
point of vantage, riding a white horse, with his queen, 
simi'larly mounted, at his side. Immediately behind 
him came his children,' also mounted. Then foHowed 

. one of King George's sons, and with him the generals 
of the British armies and the' generals of the French \ 
armies. N e..xt in order was a contingent of American 
troops; then a Fl'el1lch unit; 'then crume the British.; and 
at last the Belgian army, .thousands strong. Ancfwhen 
the king 1"ode by with his hand at the salute, the 
people tried to acclaim him. But in the main they 
succeeded but poorly. They 'saw him through a mist 
of tears; tears streamed down many faces; there was 
a great .lump in aU throots; and, surcharged with in
ex~re~s~ble emotions of thankfulness, they "rejoiced 
WIth JQ'Y unspeaka:ble and full of glory." 'One Belgian 
\Citizen remarked to metha.t the long agony of the 
tyrant's rule was swallowed up in the gladnes!s of the 
king's return . 

And as I viewed the never~to-be-forgotten scen~, 
and saw the king ride triumphantly to his throne amid 
~he countless thous'ands of his happy, welcoming sub
Jects, I thought of that ra.pidly approaching day when 
1!he White Horse 'and his Rider shall come down the 
skies; for He, too, is a conqueror: "He must reign till 
he hath put all enemies under, Hi'S feet." . 

I have asked, what is the irreducible minimum of 
revealed truth which a man must believe in order 
worthily to bear .the name of Baptist? And the answer 
is: Jesus the Incarnate God! He -is at once the Irre
ducible Minimum, and 'the Immeasurable Maximum 
of a Sp,irit-begotten rai.th. We cannot live with less 
~han J estlS; and Heaven cannot .give us more; for 

. God so loved the worM, that He' gave His only tbegot
ten ~on"!·. I.n t~e certai~ty of. His. ul:timate triumph, 
and 111 antICIpatIOn of HIS commg 111 glory, this For
,waI'd Movement calls us af.resh, as a VQice from heaven, 
to dedkate aU our ransomed powers of spirit, soul and 
!body, to the world-Wide proclamation .of this message: 
Christ is 'the Head of the body, the Ohul"Ch; Who is 
the beginning, the firstborn fwm the dead; that in 'all 
things-He of the manger, of .the Cros's, of the empty 
grave, of the opened heavens, of the throne of grace 
an~ of g~ory-that in all things He may have ,the pre
emmence. 



o 

12 (716) THE GOSPEL WITNESS . MafICh 7, 1929 

«be· Itnjon l.aPti~t .'tntSS 
These pages (12 and 13) are the Authorized Official Organ of The Union of ,Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario 

. and Quebec. 
I .-w. GORDON BROWN. Editor. 

Communica.tions for this department 
should be addre88ed direct to W. Gordon 
Brown, Box 502, Orangeville, Onta1-io. 

* *. * 
"HE LEADETH ME." 

Riding on a train the other evening the 
writer laid down the book which he had 
been reading, and began to sing to him
self that old and favourite hymn, 
"He leadeth me! 0 blessed thought! 
o words with heavenly comfort fraught!" 
Those three words from the Shepherd 
Ps·a;Im gripped hi·s .soul,-"He leadeth 
me." His thoughts ran in this course.: 

CENTRAL, LONDON. 
The revival with which God has been 

visiting Central Baptist Church, London, 
under the remarkable ministry of Pastor 
James McGinlay, continues to bring many 
souls to Christ. On Sunday, February 
24th, in spite of nume·rous counter-attrac
tions, ther·e was a very large attendance 
at the theatre s·ervice, when some 
eighte'en made a profession of faith. 

* * * 
IMMANUEL, HAMIL',l'ON. 

Rev. Mr. Connor, former pastor at Im
manuel, Hamilton, recently returned for 
one Sunday from his new work in 
Memorial, Stratford, to baptize three can
didates who had been converted under 
his ministry. • 

* ' * * 
SPRINGFIELD. 

This train is speeding along its iron 
rotd. I have a line to follow in life·, and 
"he leadeth me." Acros.s the moon
silvered snow a light gleams in yonder 
village home. I have my friends a:od my 
relations and my 'life to live with them, 
and "he leadeth me." !;low bright is Our Missionary-elect, Mrs. H. L. 
yonder lonely star! They say the mari- Davey, visited the Springfield Baptist 
ners learned to steer their ships' by the Church on the Sunday of February 10th, 
stars. I have a harbour to make at last, and was successful in stirring up much 
and "he leadeth me." . interest in our new ventur.e in Liberia. 

by that body to visit one of their familieS . 
now resident in North. Bay. His visit 
was much enjoyed by these worthy mem
bers. A meeting was held in their home 
with a number of other interested "Regu
lars" in :attendamce. These friends 
planned to meet together regularly for 
prayer and fellowship. 

* * 
"THE CANADIAN BAPTIST" AGAIN 

Our contemporary, in its issue of 
February 28th, reports that there is some 
possibility of Dr. T. R. Glover, the noted 
English modernist, accepting a chair in 
Yale Divinity School; and also that there 
is already a Baptist, a graduate of Mc- . 
Master University, on the faculty" of that 
·school. Surely it is in ·no way to the 
credit of Canadian Baptists in general, or 
McMaster University in particular, that 
we .should be repres·ented in suClh an 
ultra-modernist coll-ege.· It seems as -if 
some people are so ·obs~ssed with the 
name Ba~tis.t, that they accept anything 
or anyone who has this label attached to 
them, rightly or wrongly. 

* * * 
"He leadeth me"-what glory! The A liberal offering ($30) was taken. We 

God Who created this· WlOrld and all regret to 'l'eport that the pastor, Rev. 
worlds, and whose power is seen in illimi- Mr. Watts, is m. DR. VAN OSDEL. 
table space,-that God leadeth me! The * * * Dr. O. W. Van Osdel, D.D., Ph.D., has 
Christ of sacred history, Who left the ESSEX just completed twenty years as pastor of 
glory of 'Heav:en for this sin-cursed A thankoffering meeting of .the We- tlie Wealthy ·St. Baptist Church, Grand 
world and to die the death of the cross, men's Auxiliary of the Essex Re·gulal' Rapids, Michigan. At the time when he 
Who rose ·victorious on the first Easte·r Baptist Church was held on February ·became pastor there, the membership 
morning, and Who sits at the right hand 14th, Mrs. Davey being the special speak- was about -three hundred, but under his 
of God to-night,-"he leadeth me"! The er. Her picture of the work" in· Africa ministry tWiO thousand and ninety per
Spirit of glory, Who is the agent of sal- was vivid, and her empliasis in regard to sons have united with the church, and 
vation and Who dwells in every believer, this need was on prayer. the presen-t membership is eleven hun.: 
-"he leadeth me"! , . * * * dred. Fine additions have been made to 

"He leadeth 'I1te",-what grace! Me? ANNETTE. the church edifice, which is now vahiad 
I am a child of a fallen race; I am a at three hundred thousand, and is almost 
prodigal from God; though· I have been Beginning with Sunday, J!'ebruary 24th, free 'of debt. . 
saved, I am an unfaithful servant; but the Annette Street Baptist Church (Rev. * "'. * 
"he leadeth m~!'! W. J. H. Brown, pastor) is broadcasting CONFESSION BEFORE REVIVAL. 

"He leadeth me "-what guidance! He a weekly noonhour .service each Sunday By Rev. Matthew Doherty. 
1 . If HId . Qver CFRB, Toronto. After the firs·t 
ead.eth me ,to Hlmse. e ea eth me service letters were received from a num- "I see in The Canadian Baptist of 

in the paths of service. At last He will b f d' 1 . h' d February 14th an interesting article on 
I d Ito th 1 b Oh I er () 1stant paces expressmg t elr e-·ea me. e gory a ove. , am· "A Call to ReVl'val" from" the pen of Re~. 

1 d "h I ad h' light in the simple preaching of the old-
g a that . e e et" me.' Gospel. C. H. Schutt. Most of the article is 

* * I * * * * taken up with offe·ring suggestions to· 
SHENSTONE, BRANTFORD. pastors and church members on what 

A return campaign was held by Rev. HIA'YATHA STR~ET, ST. THOMAS •. steps they should take in order to gain 
Anthony and Mrs. Zooli for the weeks' It IS not long smce the Rev. Donald .the much-needed blessing. These sug
of January 27th to February 10th in th~ 'Fraser be~ame the pasto; ,of the Hiawa- gestlims are good and' I hope the pastors· 
Shenstone Memorial Church, Brantford, tha St. Reg1?-lar Baptist C~urch, St. and churches of the Old Convention may . 

. although the concluding meeting was Thom~s, On~arlO! but the blessmg of the tak~ tp.em to heart·. One especially at
held in the large·st theatre in the city. L.ord 1~ ;estmg m a remar~able wa~ on tracted my attention, "There must be a 
The scriptural preaching of this Evan- hIS mmlstry there. SpecIal meetl'll.gs confessing and' forsaking of sin." 1 re
g.elist created a new hungering for the· were held in January with success. Soul.s member sitting in the Temple Church, 
W or.d of God. The members are dete·r- have been saved almost every Sunday Toronto, during one session of the Con
mined more than ever that, as the only si~ce. the opening of ~h:e new church vention of 1927, I listened to a 
Baptist Fundamentalist Ghurch in a city' bUlldmg. Mrs. Davey vlsated the church speaker treating with ridicule the 
where there is a total of ·six Baptist o~ February 1.2th, and addressed a well thought of the infallibility of the Bible, 
Churches· their tes-timony will be to the attenqed meetmg of th~ members. She and the penal, substitutionary. work of 
whole W~rd of God. ~mphasized the importance of prayer in our Lord Jesus·, and so oril~·:la;rge num-

On Februar~ 20th a Missionary Rally connec.tion with our missionary work. The ber of the pastors and d¢lioons present 
was held with Mr.s. Davey as speaker. collectIon for the work amounted to $30. applauded the speaker, and··I felt that 
After an earnest address by Mrs. Davey * * * 0 the recording angel was taking notes, and 
Pastor McNulty presented her, on behalf REV. A. C. WHITCOMBE. ·the Lord would hear in Heaven, His 
of the Bible School, with a cheque for The pastor of the Collier St. Regular dwelling place. Sin like this will not go 
$100 for this great work. Baptist Church, Barrie, was vacantly sent unpunished! I was a stranger in Can-

I 

. I 
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ada then; it was my first visit to a Con-
vention gathering here, and I was snock
ed at ·such brazen. irreverence and dis
respect for holy things. ·Yes, there 
must be a confes·sing bef'Ore there can be 
revival in the churches whose pastors 
and members took part in that mocking 
treatment of the Lortl and His' Word. 

"It was also of s'Pecial interest to me 
that Mr. ·Schutt makes the thought of 
revival a personal matter and takes ,the 
prayer of the Welsh revival, '0 LOrd, 
send a revival and, begin 'it in me.' Now 
that is fine; but before that prayer will 
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be answered, there must be confession, 
yes, and restitution. That is God's 
plan,--confess and make right as far as 
pos'sible; Nor can I forget the treatment 
of the late pastor of the Hagersville 
church by Mr. Schutt and the deacons, 
and the Lord can see with His X-z:ay eye 
through the hypocrisy and the deception, 
and will see that justice is done. It is 
many years since we learned the lesson 
that the Lord is interested in His' people, 
and would even rise from His seat on t.he 
throne when His first martyr' was being 
stoned to death. 'Vengeance belongeth 
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unto me; I will recompense saith the 
Lord;. Yes, there must be a good mooy 
things made right before the prayer of 
the Welsh revival can be answered. 
There should be conviction and' then re
pentance and restitution before leaders 
in religious work even sUggest to others 
what their duty is. The Word of the 
Lord' makes it plain that we can help 
Him answer our prayer. We are praying 
and expecting a revival in the Ottawa 
Valley and we are having the signs a* 
Buckingham. The Lord is blessing the 
services for which we praise Him." 

An Ineffective Effort to Justify a ,Bad Cause 
Our veteran French Missionary, Rev. therefore the affiliation with the regular 4. The analysis of our "plan, and plea" 

A. St. James, has sent a personal reply to Convention or with the Union of, Regular on pag·es 16 and 17 i,s pathetic., It re
the "StaJtement by The Gran<le-Ligne Baptist Churches of' Ontari·o and Quebec minds me of the late Dr. E. Y. Mullins' 
Mi&:;ion concerning the St. Paul's Baptist has nothing whatElver to do with the words; it is like "iI. blind man looking 

· Bi-lingual Church, Montreal,"-a pam- Grande-LigD'~ Mission. St. Paul's Church for a black cat in a dark room when the 
phlet being circulated through the changed the)r relationship with the re- cat's not there". 
churC'hes, in an attempted -jus-t.ification of. gular Conv.ention of Ontario and Quebec 5. On page 23 it is stated that "St. 
the action of :'he Grande-Ligne Mission ill December, 1927 and the Grande-Ligne' Paul's Church 'gave near.ly $400" to its 
in expelling St. Paul's Church from their Mis'sion statement :was issured on January bui1ding fund. I am ready to ta~ my 
bu)lding. Herewith follows the sub- 15th, 1928. How therefore ~ould .st. oath that $854.77 was collected and paid 

· stance of Pasto! St. James' reply. Paul's Church be judged by such a state- to the Grande-Ligne Miss,ion. The rest 
Last night I was in SawyervilLe, P.Q., ment?' of the $1000 was paid thrpugh the 

helping Pastor Vincer in' special meeting. 2. On pages 10 and 11 we read of a Chinese Sunday School. The Secretary told 
'j'his is one of the fourteen churches in committee of three commissioned by the me in his office ~ome .tiI!le since that I 
fellowship with the ?1"ontreal-Ottawa and Board to meet St. Paul's mtembEjfship: raised $1,600, but now it is reported $1,
District Asociation. When The Can- The church was' circularized ·and( .the 100. I surrendered these records to the 
adian Baptist came to the parsonage, I meeting of July 5th was well attended. Board, and hence have not acces's to 
found in its columns an articbe on The committee of three made three them; but Ottawa gave $750; Winches-

...... '''Grande-Ligne Mis'sion and St. Paul's things plain: ter, Kenmore, Ormond and Osgood, $325; 
Church, Montreal"; there came too a . Q b $110 th E t t hi 
5~7.page pamphlet also launched in an in- (a) That the position taken by St. ue ec .;. e as ern owns ps, 
effec.tive effort to. J'ustify a bad cause. Pauls Church put the Grande-Ligne. Mis- $225; Grande-Llgne Church, $90; Rox-

sion which was said to be 'neutral' in a ton, $95; St. Constant, $45. As I re
'fhey del:tl wi~n St. Paul's Church being strait fin.ancially and 'otherwise,,' ai.nd it member the facta, the above. figu. res 
'kicked out' of their building. I say Id t b t b $25 Wh t d ",their' builtling" advisedly, for lately I was hinted that to swing back tl,! :the Old wou . no e ou r . a IS game 
have seel). subscribe·rs to the building fund Convention would be ,the way ou·t. by mIsrepresentatIOn? 

· of that church, in Ottawa, Westboro,' Os- (b) As long as we stayed' as we were, 6. O.n page 26 figure~ .of membership 
. good, On'tario; Sawyerville and Montreal, we might not'look to the Grande-Ligne are .~Iyen. '~(a) Numoer of, members 

Quebec, and they all told me that they Mission fO'r a cent of support. remamIng WIth the St. Paul's ChurCh 
gave their m.oJ);ey to help put up a build- (c) The three brethren gave no sug- under the Union ~f Regular Bapt.ist 
ing for St. Paul's Church, and not for 'gestion, not the slightest hint, of the,ir Chu~ches of OntarIlO ~d quebec, In-
,the corporate body of the Grande-Ligna supposed plan of' co-operetbn. 'l.'he St. cludIng those whose attitude I~ doubt~ul, \ 
Mission. One subscribe,r said to me, Paul's Church formulated the plan (se.e 59; (b) N~mber of members 'Ylth?rawl~g 
"When I saw what they did to you in St. pp. 13 and 14), offering tQ .save the Board a!ld formIng the Eas,t End'. Baptls~ ~~IS. 
Paul's Church, I had made my will with nearly $1,000 a year, receiving this money SIon under The Grande-Llgne Mlsslo()n, 
a clause in their favour, but now I haVie from the Union 'but giving our mission- 7.0; (c) !--!so one. deceased, two are l!0 
scratched that clause out." ary offering, s~mpathy and prayers to more afflhated WIth the church and tw,o 

The article in The Canadian Baptist ,the Grande-Ligne Mission. No, that did are in Belgium, 5; Total, 134." I cha~:.. 
is but a condensation of the pampnlet' not cover the point. We must have noth- lenge The Grande~Ligne Mission to prov.e 
with 27 pages, and 'so I make a few ing to d'O WIth the Union of Regular these figures. The statement that w.e 
observations on the latter. Baptists! But the church had prayer- have those whose attitude is doubtful, 

1. On page 4 we read that "it s·eemed fully taken its stand, and' there. followed is false. The ."wobblers.," I guess, voted 
evident that they (St. p. aul's Chtlrcn) the drastic mandate to be found on pages one way, acted another; and stayed to be 

S 3 d 4 f supported by The Grande-Ligne Mission 
could secure other quarters." Doe·s that 18 and 19., ( !!e' als·o pp. an 0 our with money contributed to evangelize the 
justify Grande-Ligne Mission in "kick- folder.) F h 
i-ng" the church out of its building: 3. Up to July 25, 1928, the votes of renc. 
and handing the pastor his resignation'f the church were unanimous but from that 7. Page 27 says that the "whole mat
'rhe church "had acted freely' and on their time o·h an underhanded campaign, ter was carried through without un
own initiative". Since when has that launohed in the dark, and carried on pleasantness and bitterness". But re
become a crime for an organized and re- 'vigorously during the pastor's absence in member that tnere'. was upwards of $400 
cognized Baptist Church? On page 7 August by .a·spirants to leadership, in the treasury for the Sunday' School. 
it .is stated that St. Paul's Church, "wi.th- divided the votes. Just when this group Pew fund and Brotherhood, and that 
drew from the regular Baptist Conven- were promised fqll support from the everything acquired by the St. Paul's 
tion of Ontario and Quebec to unite with Grande-Ligne Board, I have no me·ans of Church was to be moved, except the J:>ai"e 
the Union of R~gular Baptislt Churches' ascertaining; ·but several days before we building, that was to stay for·the Grande
without consulting the Board (of the 'moved, Mr. D---, one who had cham- Ligne Mission, since they had the deed; 
Grande-Ligne Mission) as to the relation pioned the cause of the church, but was but when we called for the money men
of such action to the Board's position as caught in tlie plot, said "You are' moving. tioned Mr. G--;-, who was appointed 
enunciated in the statement of January are you," I said, "Yes". "Will you take to negotiate with St. Paul's, offered 20%, 
15th,' 1928, included herewith." But in the hymn books?" "Yes". His answer they to keep 80%, although :t was all 
that very statement Secretary Bosworth was, "Oh, well, it makes no difference, ours. Nev.erthele-ss, we let it go at 50-50. 
makes it plain that Grande-Ligne Mis- the Grande-Ligne Mission will provide Now it is all over, we thank the Lord 
sion is 'neutral' (pp. 5, 6 and 7), and ev,erything for us." we clTe free. Pray for us. 
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ELIJAH. 

The Queen hath' spoken, Jezebel hath said, 
Elijah"s liife fuU swiftly now 'shall close; 

Ere y'On 'sun sets, he 'sleep:s amO'ng the dead; 
And 'hearing that, fhi! man 'of God' a"rose. 

. He who 'On Carmel's h~ight so bo!~dly stood 
Now flee'S' before a cral£ty woman.'s word; 

He's'OUght for refuge in the lone, wi!Dd, wood, 
Forgetting he was servant to the Lord. • 

I 

And rthen he prayed: was ever such a prayer? 
From one' wh'O served Ithe mighty God mos,t high, 

There floated forth upon the e'V'ening air, 
. "It is enough, 0 GOld,! now let m~ die." 

And then in SOtTow-'stricken, weary sleep, 
His 'storm-toslsed' spirit found its 11Ieeded balm; 

An angel came, a careful watch Ito· keep, 
And 'shield God's sleeping proiphett from aU harm. 

A wondrous me'a'l wa'S ,ready when he woke, 
Ambrosial food coo'ked iby an ange!li~s hand, 

And then a forty days' Il00ilig march he Ito'OIk, 
To seek ;vor Is:he1rter i:n oId Horeb's land. 

And now a fearfulI hurri-cane raged forth, 
And' eadh'quak~ delft the mighty rocks in twain; 

Fork>ed lightnings blazed ,f,rom 'south to n'Or:th, 
And then subsiding, 'all Wa!S ca'lJrnaga.in. 

And then 'a "sltiiF1 smaU V'oice" .the p.mp:het heard, 
And trembling Sltood in mantle w,r:3ip'Pedaround, 

He knew right well it was J ehovah'·s word, 
And where he' stood was 'S'~red, holy, ground. 

Quesrtion .most dread: "E:1ijah, what dO'st ,thiou here? 
Thou, Mine 'anointed one, who shou'Mst be bold, 

Why sh'Ouldest thou ·give way to ·craven fear, 
, Guarded 'by Him who for.med the -earth of 'Old?" 

E'en nO'w the "still smaJ1'1 voi,oe" i's heraIded' by storm, 
The fier:ce wjnd's iMa'st, the eaI1thqU'ake, and the fire; 

He who Ito-day wouM -ev,il things reform 
Must 5tHII expect to meet witth confli'cts d-i,re . 

"Jehovah liveth .befoITe whom I 'Sitand", 
EliJah's words; there'ls meaning in I1:hem now. 

Spread the g.reat truth throughowt the' Chri'stian land, 
"Before Jehovah every 'linee must 1b00·w:" 

By the late Rev. T. T. Shieldts 
(Fl3Jther of the- Editor.) 

THE W~EK-END IN JARVIS STREET. 
_ Saturday evening wi,tness'ed 'anothe'r great gather,i,ng 

for prayer, particula:rl'Y ifor rthe Spirit's 'P'tesence and 
power in the 's'ervi:ces' of Sunday, nO't ~nly within our 
walls, but whereV'er the gO'spel is preached as the 
"pO'Wer of .God unto lS'a'lvation". 

There were 1,178 -aft the -Bi'Me School, and a la,rge 
morning cO'ngregation. Dr. H. C. Wayman, PreS!ident 
of De·s MO'ines Universirty, delivered a splendid mes
sage on "The Last Stand 'Of Faith", his text ,being 
Daniel 3 :16-18. In the evening Dr._ Waym'an spok>e 
to a ,capacity ·congregaltion. Hi,s mes'sage on, "The 
Attra:ction 'Of the CmS's", was -powerful and convincing. 
Baptism wasadmini,stered .in the evening. The Regu
lar Monthly Com'munion Service was -heM 'at ,the close 
of .the evening service when thirty-six new members 
were ,received intO' -chur·ch fel'lows'bip. 

The teaching force of the School met in full num;bers 
MO'nday eveniong, when the ILesson was taught by Rev. 
W. E. AtkiniSOn. 

SUBSCRIBE 
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GInlla fllr t~t. Altar, )Tir, 
By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.D., Dean ,of To~nto Baptist Sembaary. 

Sunday, March lOth. 
,Tlte ever open door, of prayer.-

Luke a;i: 1-13 
However early in the pJ/orning y.ou 

seek ,the gate of access, you find it al
ready open; and however deep the mid
night moment when you find yourselves 
in the sudden arm~ of death, the winged 
prayer can bring an instant Saviour near 
---a:!ld this wherever you are. It needs 
not that you ascend a special Pisgah or 
MorialL It needs ,not that you ·should 
enter some awful shrine, or put off your 
shoes on some holy ground. CGuld' a 
memento be reared on every spot from 
which an acceptable prayer has passed 
away, . and on which a prompt answer 
hu come down, we should find a Jehovah
shammah, ''the Lord hath been here," 
inscribed on many a cottage hearth and 
many a dungeon' floor. We should find 
it not only in Jerusalem's proud temple, 
David's cedar galleries, but in the fisher
man's cottage by the brink of Genne
sareth, and in the upper chamber where 
Pentecost began. 

Monday, March 11th. 
D.i1"ectness in p1"ayer.-Luke a;viii: 35-43 

To make prayer of any value, there 
should ·be definite objectSi for which to 
plead. Do you not sometimes fall on 
your knees without thinking 'beforehand 
what you mean to ask God for? you do, 

• as a matter of/habit, without any motion 
of your heart. You are like a man who 
would go to' a shop and not knOw. what 
articles he would procure. He may per
haps make a happy purchase when he 
is there, but certainly it is not a wise 

. plan to adopt. And so the Christian in 
prayer may afterwards attain to a real 
desire,' and get' his end; but how much 
laetter would he speed if, having prepared 
·hioS soul by consid'eration and self-exami
nation, he came to God for an object at 
which he was about to aim a real re
quest. Did we ask an audience at His 
Majesty's court, we should not be ex
pected to go into the presence of royalty, 
ana then to think of .some petition after 
we came there. Even s'o with the child 
of God. He would be able to answer the 
great question: "What is thy petition, and 
what is thy request, and it shall be done 
unto thee·?" Imagine an archer shooting 
with his bow, and not knowing where the 
mark is! would he be .. likely to have suc
cess? Conceive a ship, on a voyage of 
disCovery, putting to sea without the 
captain having' any ide'a of what he was 
looking for! would you expect that he 
would come .back heavily laden either 
wita the discoveries' of ·science or with 
freaSl1l'6S of gold? In everything else 
you have a plan. You. do not g9 to work 
without knowing that there is something 

,that you designed to make; how is it 
tllat you go to God without knowing what. 
blessiRg you design to have. 

Tuesday, March 12th. 
l!1a,rrtestness in p'rayw.-Matt. viii: 19-27 

1!lamestneS& does not ~ress itself in 
loq, iJdlated, pompous 'sentences. It is 

brief; it is simple. The moment has struggling with each .other; the one, 
arrived when victory, long doubtful as secular power, attempting to hold the 
the,tide of success ebbed and flowed, may Apostle fast, and slay him; the other, 
be won by one splendid, dashiing, daring the Church of Ch!'ist, desirous of res
attack-the order is given in one brief cuing' him, aIIld preserving 'his life and 
word, Charge! On the distant waves a liberty. The former has all material in
flag is seen now sinking in the troug}l struments at its disposal~ prison, 
and again rising on the crest 'oOf the foam- chains, fetters, soldiers and weapons; the 
ing billows; and beneath that signal, latter has none of these, but in the place 
clinging to the fragment of a vessel ~at of them prayer-united and' fervent 
lies many fathom.s down in the depths of prayer. Faith in God, who was in Christ, 
ocean, are two human forms~and ,all.the love to one another for Christ's sake, 
cry that sounds from stem ,to stern is', A Christian hope--indeed the whole inner 
wreck, a wreck! and all the order, Lowel" life that proceeds ;from redemption, in
the boat!-words hardly uttered when .she fuses itself into such intercession; and 
<!;rops on the water, and pulled by stout ;thus prayer lays hold on the omnipotence 
rowers, is leaping over the waves to the )f God in faith. This united prayer in 
rescue. One late in the deserted streets the name of Jesus Christ, is heard; it 
sees the ISmoke creep, and the flame be- accomplishes more than all the power of 
gin to flash and flicker from '80 house the world can attempt ,to do. 
whose tenan·ts are buried in sleep;1 he Friday, March 15th. 
bounds to the door and thundel'ls on it- Strange answe1"S to prayer.-
all -his cry, Fire, fire! Peter ·sinks afnid Jokn a;'lJi: 23-33 
the boisterous waves o.f Galilee, and all There is a flush of holy joy at con-
the prayer of lips the cold! water kisses version, '80 buoyant pulse of ,spiritual be
is, as he stretches out his hand ';1;0 J·esu.s, ing, the thought that we are strong, that 
Save me, I perish! And with the brief, nothing could make \ us ashamed of 
urgent earne'stness of one who seeing his' Christ, .or induce us to be faithless to 
danger !mows that there isl).o time, ·and Him. Like a ship we expand every sail; 
believing in God's great mercy, feels that storms, rocks, traps, alike unheeded. Safe 
there is no need for long prayers, the through the "slough of despond" we 
publican, like a man who i,s falling over think we are safe from danger-"Now 
a crag catches the arm of a friendly tree, we believe." Presently the storm gath
throws his whole soul into this cry, these ers, ·the hurricane, like a wild tornado, 
few, ··blessed, accepted words, "God be sweeps over us, the found'ations are all 
merciful to me, a 'sinner!" but uprooted-we tremble, and in .our 

Wednesday March 13th. terror we experience the truth of the 
, ..' . poet's words: 

7 he Steady~ng ~nfluence of praY,~r.- "I asked the Lord that I might grow 
I ekron. a;v~~: 16-27 In faith and love and every grace, 

The 'mind wants steadying and .setting Might more of His salvation know, 
right many times a day. It resembles a And seek more earnestly Hi,s face; 
compass placed on a rickety table; the Instead of this He·made me feel 
least ,stir of the table makes the need'le . The hidden evils of my heart, 
swing round and point untrue. Let. it And let the angry powers of hell 
settle, then, till it points aright. Be per- . Assault my soul in every part, 
fectly ;silent for a few moments, think- "Lord, what is this?" I tr.embling cried; 
ing of Jesus; 1fuere is an almost divine "Wilt Thou pursue Thy worm to 
force in silence. Drop, the thing that death?" 
worries, that excites, that interests., that "'Tis in this way," the Lord replied, 
thwarts you; let it fall, Uke a .sediment to "I answer prayer for grace and faith." 
the bottom, until the soul is no longer So the disciples had to experience-
turbid; and say secretly, "Grant, I for that which we call faith is at first a 
beseech Thee, merciful Lord, ,to thy faith- little more than a mix~d, adulterated 
ful servant pardon and pea~e; that I may article, which requires testing and puri
be cleansed from all my ,sms, and! serve .fying ·by all the after vicissitudes of life. 
T~ee w~th (l, quiet '!nind." Yes I, wit~ a Saturday, March 16th. 
qUlet ~md •. 'Y~ .cannot serye Hu~ ~lth Ea;t'rMrdinary ways of answeTing 
a .. turbld one,. It IS a mere lmpos~bllity. p'rayer.~ James v: 17-20, 
Thus compoOsmg .ourselves f~m tlme to • . ..' 
time, thus praying and setting the mind's A p~or Chris?an woman m Bucklng-
needle true, we 1SIhall little by Uttle ap- hamshlre--I beheve near Berkhampstead 
proximate towards that devout frame, -w~ bereaved of her hus~and after a 
which binds the soul to its true centre, long lll~ess, and left ~nproVJded for, the 
even while it 'travels through worldly only thmg of value bemg a largE! chest of 
lausiness worldly excitements worldly tool,S. The husband, had only Ju~t beea 
cares ' ,,' buned, when a neIghbour, beanng no 

. good character, called on the widow, and 
Th11'l'Sday, March 14tlh. pre!!.ented a bill for work done altogether 

God kears and answers prayer.- beyond the widow's power to pay. The 
Acts zii: 1-17 work, which had been done in the hllS-

The deliverance of Peter from prison band's lifetime, was paid for by him, and 
Is one of ·the most remarkable facts on the bill receipted, of which the widow 
record, as an illustration of the heaTing .had a distinct recollection. 'It availe4 
of P1"t1.1Ie1". Two powers are, as 'it were, (Continued on page 16.) 
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BAPTIST BIBLE UNION LESSON LEAF 
Tol. IV. No.1 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, Editor. 
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GOD~INESS AND CONTENTMENT. 
Lesson Text: 1 Timothy, chapter 6. 
Golden Text: "Godliness with content

ment is great gain," 1 Timothy 6 :6. 

1. THE' DUTY OF SERVANTS, (vs. 
1,2). . 

1. Among thei problems with which the 
early church had to deal was that per
taining to the attitude of· !llave to master. 
The gigantic evil of human slavery exis
ted at t.hat time and masters and slaves 
were' being reached by the gospel and 
within the church were placed upon the 
same plane before God. Questions might 
arise therefore quite legItimately affect
ing their. relationship. It was a very 
delicate subject with which to deal, and 
required wise handling, for the conse
quence,s of any authoritative proposal 
would be serious and far-reaching. 2. 
Paul writes in sev'eral of his epistles 
concerning the' matter and always em
phasizes the' necessity for obedience on 
,the part of the slave that he might thus 
give testimony to the Saviour whom he 
served. So in his dir,ection to Timothy 
the apostle states that slaves are to count 
their own masters worthy of all honour 
that God and His doctrine be not blas
phemed (v. 1). The heathen maste'r is 
nct to be despised and the slave is to 
:remember above all things that he is a 
servant of Je'sus CJ'!rist, and as such he 
ds so to live as not to bring discredit upon 
his heavenly Master. If his master 
should also be a Christ4an he is not to 
receive less service as a consequence, but 
rather more devoted attention because 
he is a brother, (v. 2). ,3. While the re
ference here is to masters and slaves, 
yet there are lessons to be der.ived there""' 
from in relation to mas,ter and man in 
the present day. Among them we may 
note the following, namely, that servants 
'should be faithful and diligent in the dis
charge of their duties irrespective of the 
attitude and condition of their mas,ters, 
that servants should so conduct them
selves always that the cause of God will 
not suffer by their actions, and, that 
they should at all times keep before them 
the aim of glorifying God. It is un
necessary to state what is elsewhere, 
taught that masters should likewise keep 
God first in all their actions. 
II. THE DOCTRINE ACCORDING TO 

GODLINESS, (vs. 3-10). 
1. Having dealt with ce,rtain matters 

of church order the litpostle returns to 
the subject of the false teacher 'giving a 
vivid picture of his attitude and actions. 
Such a teacher taught contrary to the 
doctrine, (v. 3), implying that there was 
a standard by which teaching could be 
judged. This standard we know in our 
day by the name of Scriptures and all 
contrary to the teaching of these ·is false. 
Therefore to the law and to the testimony 
we must appeal in all cases. 2. Further 
eharacteristics of this teacher are then 
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given. He is proud', l~cking ,in true winners were garlanded or crowned. 
knowledge, crazy about discussions and Timothy is enjoined thereby to a vigorous 
controversies, which only raise envy and Christian life and activity, taking a firm 
strife and is destitute of the truth, sup- hold on eternal life as the prize. The 
posing that gain is godliness, (vs. 4, 5). false ~achers were aggressive no doubt 
Such a characterization brings before in the propagating of their errors, the 
us the picture of one· who would be ·a real servant of God was to be equally aggres
menace in any church, ,one utterly. lack- sive in the proclamation of the truth. 
ing in spiritual sense, magnifying non- May God help us to be alert in this mat
essentials, taken up with the material in ter. 3. Following this a solemn charge 
life and creating discord by his actiont •. is given to purity of life, (vs. 13, 14). It 
We must be careful always to magnify is delivered in "the sight of God" and 
the essentials in our teaching. We do "before Christ Jesus" who though unseen 
the work of Satan when we cause strife are ever present. The charge itself i8 
o:v~r the non-essentials. 3. This teacher that Timothy should keep the "command
believed that godliness was a means of ment without spot, unrebukable, until the 
gain, a means of worldly advancement. appearing of the, Lord Jesus Christ." In 
Such teaching is implicitly denied, but a sense the commandment is always' pure 
the apostle makes clear that there is a and cannot be affected; yet in another / 
certain gain in godlines,s, though of an- sense it is affected by the kind of life its 
other nature. "Godliness with content- professor lives. It therefore means that 
ment is great gain," (v. 6). This, is a Timothy is to live this unspotted life and 
spiritual gain, the opposite of the dis- to do so right to the end of his sojourn 
contented seeking after material g~in. on this earth. The return of the Lord 
God will supply all our need, (vs. 7, 8). was a hope well beloved by the early 
There is therefore no cause fo'r worry. church, (and instead of looking, for 
Through Him we shall receive a sufifi- death, they waited for the appearing of 
ciency; ,our minds may therefore be at their Saviour.) May our expectation be 
ease. 4. T.here are grave dangers at, similar and· our lives shall be holier. 4. 
tached ,to seeking after this world's The thought of the Lord's alPpearing 
riches, (v. 9), and the love of money is leads Paul to a further, declaration con
the root of all evil, (v. 10). In this in- cerning Him emphasizing the glory of. 
structioIlJ we receive warning, agains,t His wondrous visible presence He shall 
seeking after the material. This world's then display who is the only Potentate, 
riches have lured many a person on to etc., '(v. 15), who "only hath immorta... 
destruction, a desire 'for them leads' to lity," (v. 16) in Himself, "dwelling in 
discontent, and in themselves they never ,the light," etc. "whom no man hath seen, 
bring satisfaction. Man was made and nor can see." God Himself is, invisible 
redeemed for a higher purpos'e than the to men, and revealed only through Christ. 
mere amassing of. this world's goods, for 5. A further charge is given, this time 
he brought none of them with him, and to the rich, (vs. 17, 19). They are char-
he can take none of them with him. God ged not to be "highminded" or proud. 
means us to increase in s'piritual riches, Their wealth is not to affect wrongfully 
and these we' shall continue to enjoy their attitude toward others'. They are 
throughout eternity. It may be as weIll further enjoined not to trust in uncertain 
to point out that it is not 'the money it-I riches!. but in th~ living God., Riches 
self which is the root of all evil, but the sometimes take w10gs and flyaway but 
love of it. A wealthy person may be a ~od abid,:th forever. :rhe one who is 
godly person, provided his heart is right In POSS~SSI?~ of ~ea1th IS ex~orted to do 
with God and his riches are at the dis- good WIth It and thus lay up 10 store for 
posal of God. 5. Among ,other things to himse}f against the time to come. ~Y 
be learned from this section we may note the rIght use of wealth one may gam 
the' folly ,of a 'materialistic life; the "eward here and hereafter. 

blessedness of the spiritual life; the evils' 
arising fr.om the love of'riches, national, 
social, and individual; the wisdom of 
living for eternity the supreme purpose 
in life, and the absolute dependence of 
man upon God. 

III. A CHARGE CONCERNING CER
TAIN DUTIES, (vs. 11-21) 

'COALS FOR THE ALTAR FIRE. 
(Continued from page 15.) 

not for her to assert the fact. The pay
nent of the bill was pressed again, and 
c.nging eyes cast at the chest of tools. In 
great distress, the widow retired upstairs 

1. In this charge certain directions are to pray, for all effort to find the. re
given relative to the p:r~vate 'and public :ceipted bill was vain. W~ile engaged in 
life of Timothy. First he is urged to prayer, a butterfly flew 10 at the .open 
"flee" the things mentioned in the for- :window downstairs. The widow's little 
mer section, (v. 11). He was no·t to be child chased it until it flew behind th~ 
possessed by the spirit animating the chest of tools. Just then the mother came 
false teacher. Instead he was to follow in, and the child begged her to remove' 
after rigihteousnes,s, god).iness, etc. It the bQx, that he might get the butterfly. 
was tho spiritual which was to occupy his rhe neigh,bour offered at once to do so; 
~ttenti~n not the material. The same and whi'le he was removing it from .the 
direction is applicable to every child of wall, ~ piece of paper fell down beh1Od, 
God. Follow after the things which be which the widow, taking up, found to be 
of God and not those which be of man. the lost bill, receipted as she had said. 
2. In the second place he is directed to She- was overcome with praise and 
'fight the good fight of faith," (v. 12). gratitude to God, who had an~wered her' 
Paul probably has in mind here· the prayer by means ?f the b~tterfly; and 
thought "of the Greek games where con- even her enemy himself dIscovered the 
tests of various kinds took place and the missing bill. Selected. 


