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your prayerful co-operation in these
special services that ‘the foregoing
article has been written. —
It is hoped that every church of
our Convention in the Greater Van-
couver area will join in this effort.
I hope, as pastor of Mount Pleasant
Church, to conduct all the services
of the campaign, but I know myself
and my limitations so well as to
throw myself absolutely upon God
for His grace and equipment; and
also upon all our Regular Baptist
believers, that you may remember
me daily at the throne of grace from
this time forward till the campaign
is over, that God will vouchsafe to
make me a vessel meet for His use,
and that this whole effort may be
fo the honour of Almighty God in
the saving of many souls. This is
beihg written before any very defi-
hite plans have been made about the
co-operation of the other churches
" of our Convention, but full informa-
tion will be forthcoming if the mat-
ater is taken up. “Brethren, pray .
for us.” .
" We beg an interest in the prayers of
all our readers for this important mis-
sion in the Mount Pleasant,Road Bap-
tist Church. )
Following Mr. Fisher’s article we find
lseveral refreshing paragraphs as fol-
ows: - .

Revival Fires.

It is with joy and thanksgiving
that we hear of the outbreaking, or -
the downcoming of the fires of re-
vival in some of our Home Mission
churches. .

Reports from our Home Mission
field were so encouraging that at

.the last meeting of the Executive

Council, after the reading of the re-
ports by our Secrétary, the chair-
man called for a season of thanks-
giving to our God Who is so won-
derfully blessing us in the work.
Following this seasen of thanks-
giving the Council rose and sang
the doxology.

This is getting near to what God
wants for all His people. All over
the world thousands of God’s people
are praying God for the blessing of
revival. Some have prayed for years.
Nor do they ask for something that
God meant should be out of the
ordinary. The church that is in
the blessing of revival is not” ab-
normal. Fanaticism is abnormal.
Lethargy and Iuke-warmness are
subnormal, Real spiritual revival
but brings the church into its normal
spiritual state. When the people of
God are living in the continuous
quickening of the Holy Spirit, and
through them souls are being

brought to a saving knowledge of
the truth as it is in .Christ, they are
where God intended they should be
all the time. .

May God be pleased to_ continue
the blessing, until in the overflow
we are all bathed in the normal

. spiritual glory and power of héaven-
sent revival. “Call upon me, and I will
answer- thee; and show thee great
an,éi mig,"hty things that thou know-
est no

. Since penning the above, the
Regular Baptist Ministerial Asso-
ciation of Vancouver held its month-
ly meeting. “Revival” was the sub-
ject of address and discussion which
proved decidedly helpful to all pre-
sent. The ministers agreed to meet
for a day of prayer on Monday,
January 21, when unitedly they shall
wait upon God for His leading and
blessing unto revival. The daily
prayerful interest of all our readers
for times of showers of blessing is

" urged. ’ .

We rejoice in this good news from
British Columbia. The same is true t_)f
our Regular Baptist churches in Ontario
and Quebec. In practically every chm:ch
that has taken its stand for the f&_nth
once for all delivered unto the sa_nnts
there is a sound of abundance of rain.

Great Rally of Regular Baptists

Under the auspices of the

Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec

Jarvis Sti'eet Baptist Church, Toronto_
| Tuesday Evening, February 5th

at 8 o’clock

Interesting and enlightening addresses will be delivered. The Executive of the Union will
meet during the day when plans will be made to carry the warfare against McMaster’s Mod-
ernism into every city, town, village, and hamlet, in the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec.
A hearty invitation is extended to those who stand with us, in Toronto and the sutrounding neigh- -

borhood, to attend the evening meeting when full camp
" ber the date,—~February 5th at 8 o’clock.. _ '

aign announcements will be made. Remem-
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Coals fnr"tl;t Altar Hire

) iBy Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.D., Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary.

Sunday, February 3rd.

i neipated by Christ.—
Lives Emancip v Luke xiii:10-17.
Christ emancipates us from false con-
ceptions of merit, He makes the lowly
place a shrine of beauty, and the hu_.mble
task a work for angels. ‘“There is no
great and no' small to the mind that
knoweth all.” There are more grievous
handicaps ahd restrictions than those
which circumstances may impose. Sin
is the heaviest disablement of men. Un-
cleanness of life is the greatest unfitness
that men can suffer. Moral evil is the
chain that holds the race in bonds. The
sinful, sordid passions of men have been

_ the curse of the world. Our sorrows have

not sprung from earthquake, plague, or
fire. It is ever man’s inhumanity to man
that fills the earth with tears. If any
man thinks lightly of sin, it is because
he thinks ignorantly of God. It was

Isaiah who cried, “I am a man of unclean’

lips.” He was the-best man of h_is gen-
eration; how then did he madke this dark
discovery? ' ‘He tells us. how the revel-
ation came: “Mine eyes have seen the
King, the Lord: of Hosts.” That visxpn
brought ‘him' the great gift of self-dis-
covery, and it was the beginning of his
redemption. Without an adequate sense

of sin no man has grasped the full sig~

nificance of redemption. Sin is our
eternal servitude till Christ opens the
gates and sets us free.

Monday, February 4th,

" Lives Transfigured by Christ—

2 Cor. #i:6-18.

It is a great thing to know some one
whose life illustrates some great prin-
ciple, or expresses some great idea.
There are truths we never realize until
they are pointed out to us by the high
merit of some true lifé. There are
virtues that escape our attention until
they are revealed in their scope and
variety by some one whose conduct and

_ example exhibit them before our eyes.

The service we mneed is the presence
amongst us of souls that make God real
and near. It is by the transfigured lives
of His people that God desires to make
faith in Him easy to other men. The
Kingdom is to win its way by the moral
superiority of its citizens. The Church
is to lighten the world by the glory that
radiates through her people. They are
the lamps that burn with holy fire. Their
kindly light leads wayward feet to God,
and men rise up and bless their saving
radiance. .

“Through such souls.alone

God, stooping, shows sufficient of His

light ‘
For us in the dark to rise by, and I rise.”

There are lives that reveal purpose,
sympathy, strength, and hope. The high-
est dedication of any life is to interpret
and express and illustrate GOD. The
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ
reproduces itself in the countenance and

character of holy men, Théy make other

* men feel that in their very meighbour-

hood God Himself is near. :

Tuesday, February 5th.

Lives Made Strong by Christ—
) Isaiah 1:1-11,
Difficulties faced are half conquered.
True men never run away from them.,
“Don’t be put out by anything,” was
Captain MacWhirr’s advice to his mate
as the ship struggled in the crash of the
elements. “Keep her facing it. They
may say what they like, but the heaviest
seas run. with the wind. Facing it—al-
ways facing it—that’s the way to get
through. You are a young sailor. Face

- it. That’s enough for any man.” The

Captain of our salvation faced the
stormy tempest of Jerusalem, Gethse-
mane, Golgotha. He is our great pattern
of endurance and triumph. By His ex-
ample and spirit timid men are made
brave, and shrinking men grow strong,
and they who else would run away be-
come rooted to their task., They look
the whole world in the face and fear no
foe nor hostile circumstance. It is also
our encouragement that the suffering of
the world is not for ever. There is a
calm beyond life’s fitful fever. There are
always results beyond the immediate
consequences. “For the joy that was set
before Him He endured the cross, des-
pising the shame.” God always has an-
other set of consequences for those who
dare the hazard of the first, and do His

-will to the last gasp, with truth and

loyalty.

Wednesday, February 6th.
Lives Made Lustrous by Christ.—
. Matthew v:1-16.

All the illuminating properties of
electricity are latent until we make con-
tact. Then they flash into light. Prayer
is making contact in the spiritual world.
Despite the impressive emphasis that
Seripture lays on the privilege and duty
of Christian people to give light, we con-
fess that our lives do not.shine. We give
little illumination to men who grope in
darkness and stumble as if there were
no God. “Let your light so shine before
men . . . that they may . .. glorify your
Father in heaven.” The provoeations of
our life are the other way. We do not
provoke men to love and to good works.
The deep secret of our moral impotence
and insignificance is to be found in our
prayerless habits of living. The poverty
of our shining is because of the poverty
of our supplication. “While He was
praying His countenance was altered.”
Communion adds charm to human char-
acter. Prayer changes the whole look and
quality of life. ‘“Hannah was in bitter-
ness of soul, and wept sore, and prayed
unto the Lord. . . . So the woman went

.her way, and her countenance was no

more sad”.’ “His face shone by reason

of God’s speaking with Him.” There is

:io other way, but we do not give God
me, .

Thursday, February 7th.

Lives Made Heroic by Christ—
’ : " Hebrews i:32-40.
Our Lord endured dishonour and re-
proach, and His love showed itself proof
against the wildest abuse. Like fragrant
trees that bathe with perfume the axe

* that smites them, or roses that leave

their scent on the fingers that crush
them, Jesus came back from despising
and death to tell men He -loved them
still. It is the love of the crushed heart
of Jesus that draws men from- their sin.
It lifts them from the abyss of slime and
darkness, wins them back from the far
country of God-forgetfulness, saves them
from the pride that is foolishness and
the vanity that is sin.. His strong, un-
conquerable love has gone forth into the
world to conquer where force has. no
sway, and where the dripping weapons
,0f war have no. victory. A scathless
Christ would not have drawn in His
train the noble army of martyrs. It is
His suffering love that has constrained
apostles and apostolic men, martyrs and
missionaries, to dare all hazards for His
sake. Kingdoms built on force. and-
might and conquest, on wealth  ‘and
power, on territorial expansion and the
‘servitude of subject races have passed,
and will ever pass amid earth’s per-
petual change, but the Kingdom built on
suffering Yove waxes stronger as the
years pass by. Its perennial freshness
is proof against decay. The conquests.
of love are for ever and ever.

Friday, February 8th.
Lives Ennobled by Christ— |
. Acts i2:1-19.
‘When Patl was overcome by the glory
of Christ he immediately realized that
he had broken with all his past, and that
henceforth the sovereignty of ' Christ
must rule and sway his life, and this is
his first impassioned prayer, “What wilt
Thou have me to do?” He recognized
that he had passed into other hands and
under new mastery. It is Christ’s to
command, it is our’s to obey. His people
hold themselves at His disposal. This
is His requital for His passion on our be-
half. The hymn of the valiant army that
follows the Son of God to war celebrates
the triumph of those who met the
tyrant’s brandished steel, the lion’s gory
mane, and adds—

“They fbo;)ved their necks the death to
eel: . .

Who follows in their érain 7”

Where did those brave souls catech this
spirit that held the world in defiance and
kept for God alone the submissions of
the soul? They stood on tlieir feet re-
sisting unto, blood when ferocious men
attempted to coerce their worship before
idols and emperors and thrones of kings.
To prostrate there would mean the
prostitution of their pure souls in idola-
try. ‘They rebelled, they would not bow;
they reserved that attitude for gardens
and shrines and closets where God alone

N
.
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accepts the worship of His people. The
bowed figures of its saints are thg strong
people of the world. Like their Lord,
they stoop to conquer. )

. Saturday, February 9th.

Lives that Bear the Marks of Christ.—
) Gal. vi:7-18.
Paul was attested by the marks of

Christ. They were probably the scars a

crizel world had inflicted but to him they

affirmed the ownership of Christ. He
would not part with his scars, they were
his. passport through life to a vast re-
ward. We cannot share the scars of

Paul. © They were the legacy of battle

wounds in the service of the Gospel.-_But

we may all bear the Name upon our lives.

The simple meaning of the term is tha}t

Christ’s people bear His likeness; in this

life a faint resemblance, in the future

life a perfect likeness. The process goes
on through all the years, by countless
degrees we are “changed into the same
image”. Through many delays and ap-
parent frustrations, through many
clianges of time and circumstance, the
development of life and character goes

.on, until at last we reach perfect con-

formity, “When we see Him we shall be

like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”
Readings from Rev. John. Macheath,

BAPTIST BIBLE"UNION LESSON LEAF

Vol IV _ No. 1
REV. ALEX. THOMSON, Editor.
Lesson 8 First Quarter Feb. 17th, 1929

PAUL’'S PURPOSE IN LEAVING
TIMOTHY AT EPHESUS.

Lesson Text: 1 Timothy, chapter 1.

Golden Text: 1 Timothy 1:15.

L PAU)L’S PURPOSE STATED, (vs.
1-4,

1. With this lesson we begin a study
of the pastoral epistlés. They are three
in number, I and II Timothy and Titus,
and were written for the general purpose
of giving instruction concerning church
order. This first epistle was' sent from
Macedonia by the apostle after his re-
lease from his first Roman imprison-
ment. In it he gives direction to Timothy
"concerning the work of overseeing the
church in Ephesus. 2. In the salutation
with. which he begins there are three
things which may be particularly noted.
First, there is the reference to his office
in which his authority is implied. He is
an apostle of Jesus Christ by command-
ment of God, (v. 1). As such therefore
he had unquestioned right to give direc-
tion concerning church order. In the sec-
ond place there is the statement concern-
ing the nature of the Christian’s hope
which_ is Christ, (v. 1) Christianity is
more than a religion. It is a life. It is
Christ. - He is in each of His children,
and they are in Him. Their salvation is
secure as long as He lives, therefore their
hope may be said to be living, real, sure,
eternal, glorious and stimulating. Note
in the third place Paul’s manner of ad-
dressing Timothy, (v. 2), implying a
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close relationship between them, - prob-

-ably that of spiritual father and son, and

undoubtedly that of devoted companions.
3. Following this there is the statement
of Paul’s purpose in leaving Timothy at
Ephlesus, (vs. 8, 4). He had previously
given him direction concerning thls,. now
he reminds him of it. He desired him to
abide at that city in order. to deal with
certain false teachers. Evidently at this
early date there were some who were
propagating unscriptural teaching, parti-
cularly in relation to the law, and
Timothy is authorized to stop such teach-
ing. 4. From this we may learn that the
sin of propagating false teaching is not
modern in its manifestation; it has been
in evidence from the commencement of
the Christian era, therefore that which
is now termed Modernism is misnamed.
It is simply ancient heresy ' in a new
dress.

II. THE OFFENCE OF THE FALSE
TEACHERS, (vs. 5-11.)

1. Having reminded Timothy .of the
purpose for which he had been left at
Ephesus the apostle proceeds .to deal
with the particular offence of the false
teachers. Before he mentions this, how-
ever, he emphasizes the end to be sought
by true preaching, (v. 5.) False teach-
ing resulted in the raising of questions
which meant fruitlessness in life, (v. 4),
but truth brought forth fruit. Three
things are mentioned in this connection,
love out of a pure heart, a clear con-
science, and sincere faith. The truth is
preached not merely to inform the mind
but to help the life, therefore it should
be taught with a practical end in view.
Such teaching should have a personal ap-
plication, it should be suited to the un-

derstanding of those who listen, and the .

duty and privilege of submission to it
should be lovingly emphasized. 2. The
offence of the false teachers is then
noted. Two things are stated in connec-
tion with it. First it consisted in turning
aside from the end of the commandment,
and second there was added to this culp-
able ignorance, (vs. 6, 7). The same may
be said of false teachers in the present
day. They have turned aside from the
truth and show inexcusable ignorance of
the, real nature of Christian teaching.
3. As the individuals referred to were
Judaistic in emphasis and were adding
to the law certain unscriptural matters,
the apostle therefore explains the true

purpose of the law, (vs. 8-11). It is good, + be gained. One

he states, if used in its proper place in
the gospel economy. It was not made for
the righteous man but for the lawless and
disobedient. The Christian is not under
the law, (Gal. 5:18). He lives righteous-
ly, not through fear of the law’s penal-
ties but because of the Spirit’s indwell-
ing and teaching. The law has its dis-
tinctive place, (Gal. 3:24-26), and we
must be careful not to confuse the gos-
pel message.,

III. PAUL’S THANKSGIVING, (vs.

12-17). _ '

1. At the close of the last section the
apostle had referred to the glorious
gospel which had been committed to his
trust, (v. 11), which leads him to give
expression to his thankfulness for the
gracious attitude of God toward him. He

. gives thanks for his appointment to the-

Lérd’s service, (v. 12). He is fully con-
scious_ of- the .privilege and honour of’
this, espécially when he remembers his
past life with its luxurious service, (vs.
13, 14). Buf God had a distinct purpose
-in saving him. He was the foremost
sinner and God had made him the -fore- .
most example of His mercy, (vs. 15, 16).
No wonder then he breaks forth in a.
wonderful doxology to the “King
eternal” the one who reigns for ever and
ever, who is also “immortal” having.un-
ceasing existence, being the very source
of all life, and “invisible” or unseen and
the “only wise' God”. 2. From this we
may learh of the wonderful mercy of
God extended even to the worst of sin-
ners; of the purpose of Christ’s coming
to this earth; ‘and of the nature and
authority of the gospel ministry. There
is here recorded teaching .concerning a
great Saviour, a great salvation, great
merey, a great purpose, a great gospel,
a great service, a great pattern, a great
King, a great testimony, and a great
hope. . :
IV. AN EXHORTATION CONCERN-
ING THE CHARGE GIVEN TO
TIMOTHY, (vs. 18-20).

1. The apostle in the closing verses of
the chapter reverts to the charge which
he had given at the beginning, reminding
Timothy. that such had been committed
unto him according to former prophecies,
(v. 18), these probably being made when
he was first called into the service. He
then enjoins him to fight the good fight
In the strength of them, (v. 18). Paul
was under no delusion concerning the na-
ture of the work to which Timothy had
been sent. He was to deal with false
teachers, and this meant conflict. There
are many in these days who do not un-
derstand the nature of Christian work. '
They fail to realize that the forces of
evil, led by Satan, are arrayed against
the servants of God, that these are ag-
gressive in their efforts to overcome the
truth, and that if those servants are to

4

‘- be faithful to their Lord and Master

they must face the enemy. And this
means war, and war cannot be fought
peacefully. But thank God the victory
is certain for those who love and serve

God. Let us not be afraid of the enemy
nor seek slothful ease. 2. In this .war-
fare Timothy is further enjoined to keep
hold of faith and a good conscience, - (v.
19). Both are required if victory is to
X must keep true to God
in all respects, doing one’s duty in spite
of the failure of others, uninfluenced by
false teaching and trusting God for the
victory. Some had cast aside a good
conscience, and had made shipwreck
concerning the faith of whom two are
mentioned, (vs. 19, 20). It was a wilful
act on their part, Evidently conscience
had troubled them somewhat at first,
but they had deliberately gone their way
In spite of it, with resultant shipwreck.
This is a warning to all who refuse to
‘obey the inner voice. 3. The two indi-.
viduals named were ‘delivered over to
Satgn that they might be taught by
punishment not to blaspheme. This is
a solemn pronouncement, probably im-
plying excommunication and even physi-
cal suffering. - '
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CHRIST OR BARABBAS?
(Continued from page 10.)

Blessed be His holy name for ever, “the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” “The good
Shepherd giveth—giveth—giveth—giveth—what does He
give? He giveth “His life for his sheep”. He is always
-giving. But the best of all is that He giveth life eternal
—*“they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of My hand.” .

I venture to take the words of Moses the servant of
God and make them my own to-night and say, “I call
heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I
have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing;
therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may
live.” Will you go out without Christ? Will you choose
Barabbas? Let me rather hope that you will choose
Christ, and receive forgiveness of sin, the blotting out
of all your transgressions, the gift of eternal life, adop-
tion into the Father’s family, a place at the Father’s
table, heirship to His kingdom, and joint-heirship with
Jesus Christ, saved and enriched for evermore.

1f, on the other hand, you still choose to go with the

crowd who cry, “Not this man, but Barabbas”, and you
go out without Christ, when at last this Man shall come

—for remember God “hath given him a name which is

above every name; that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth,
and things under the earth; and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.” When He shall come, and the universe shall
acclaim “this man” as its rightful Lord and King, if you
part with Him to-night and go out, like Judas, into the
night, you shall taste the bitterness of your choice, it may
be through all eternity; and when the ransomed of the
Lord shall come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy
upon their heads, when the triumphant hallelujahs of the
redeemed shall fill the courts of heaven, when sin has
ended and all tears are wiped away, and the redeemed of

the Lord are gathered at last into the Father’s house, then
" without in the dungeons of despair and through all the
long reaches of the caverns of perdition, the soul that has
made choice of a robber shall cry when it is for ever too
late, “I have lost—lost—Ilost—everything for time and
eternity.” Barabbas is a robber!

Will you choose Christ? Oh, how many will say this
evening, “Give me this Man.
Man. I make choice of Jesus Christ.” How many of
you who came in here this evening without a personal
interest in Christ will say, “Sir, here and now where 1 sit
I reverse the decision of the multitude, I yield myself to
Christ, I will reverse the verdict of the crowd and say,
Not Barabbas, but this Man.” 1 appeal to.every un-
converted man or woman, boy or girl, this evening to
say that. Will you not choose Christ to-night?

. THE WEEK-END IN JARVIS STREET.

Since our last issue great blessing has come to Jarvis Street -

Church. Thursday evening, January 24th, at the regular
Thursday prayer meeting and Bible Lecture, which is always

held in the church auditorium, there was a great crowd.-

There was nothing special, but it was evident that the tide
of revival blessing is coming in, and & spirit of prayer was

I am going home with this

upon the people. The Pastor spoke from the words, “If God
be for us”. :

Saturday night the prayer meeting room was crowded, and
with less than twenty minutes for the quotation of Seripture
.texts the meeting continued with prayer and praise until
10.30, and even then the people seemed to desire to continue.
After the benediction a number withdrew to another room
and continued in prayer.

. Sunday morning the church was filled. The attendance at
Bible School was 1,211. The Pastor preached on, “Grieve
not the holy Spirit of God”. .It was a solemn service when
it was evident to all that the Spirit of God was mightily
moving among the people. A number responded to the invi-
tation, but it was generally felt that the service was of such
a solemn and searching character that the work done was °
too deep for outward and immediate response.

At the evening service the church was again filled, and
the Spirit’s searching ministry was again obviously experi-
enced. The sermon preached is published in this issue. A
good number responded to the invitation, but again there
was a general feeling that a far greater work was accom-
plished than appeared by the number who made confession
of faith. At this service the Pastor baptized nine believers.
Twenty-five were baptized during January. The after-
meeting Sunday evening was full of inspiration, as one after
another told how one person in the family had been converted
or renewed, and the blassing had spread through the whole
family. ,

Monday evening there was such a crowd for the Pastor’s
Bible lecture to the teachers that the meeting had to be
transferred to the church auditorium. There is a general
conviction in the hearts .of the Jarvis Street membership
that the church is in the beginning of the revival for which
it has been praying. Jarvis Street covets the prayers of all
Gospel Witness readers.

Spend Easter in Jerusalem

Book Your Passage at Once

- A’ Pilgrimage to Syria, Palestine,
Egypt, Greece, Turkey and Italy,
and return for $875

March 2nd to May 6th

For full particulars write
“THE GOSPEL WITNESS”,
' 130 Gerrard Street East
| TORONTO, ONT.
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