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. . ..' ,- .' A UnIversIty on Its Knees! 
. Can a university becorp.ea centre of- ·spiritual life 
and' power? Can 'college halls be ah ·auditory for the 
('still 'small voice"? Can an institution otf higher learn­
in·g· be more oompletely ·'!1ubj.e~t ito the Word of God 
than to the blatant, raucous, denials of unbelieving 
'''scholarship''? ·Can·a univers-ity fa:cu'lty be f·ound 
-Mlos'e every member deNghts to acknowled:ge that 
they recognize.no higher ·authority .on any subject than 
the word of Him in Whom are hid 'all the -treasu'res 
of wi-sdomanq knowledge?· . . .' 

W-hy. not? . Was not the Bible written by "holy 
men of old who 'Spake as they wel"'e moved by the,Holy 
Ghost"? Does n_ot the Bible, from Genesis Ito Reve'~a­
tion, constitute the record w.hich God '4'as given to 
us of His Son? And ·i·s it not a fact that "all things 
were -made 'by him, and without 'J:iim 'Was not anything 
made tlhat was 'fn.ade'!? It is imp'ossible ,that God 
shouM ever contr:adid Hims·elf, and ther:efore, that 
·anything ,jn th~ Bible .s,hould be out Oif.harmony with 
tha:t _whii::h is rea~ly true 'in the realm IC?f ·nat.ure. But 
we 'gjeatly ,fear that there are f.ew universities' i.n our 
day -in whion the authori,ty of Jesus Christ is unques­
tioned. On 1:Ihecoptr,ary, -in most universities the devil 
'himself seems to :have much ·to do with appointing 
professors; fo·r marly su,ch institutions s'eem. chi¢fly 
to be ·eng;aged in discreditiI?-.g the Bibl-e, .anc~ j,n pouring 
'contempt upon ,its teach.ings. Thi~ .fact is so s·elf­
evident that argument in support of it would be super­
fluous. . _ I _. 

It is ,our great delight in '1iliis 'artide to report some 
recent occurl"'ences in a certain university which prove 
that 'simple evangel-ica} faith and ·devoti.on to higher 
learning are by no means incompatible. F~om No­
vember 13th to 17lth services wel"'e held in Des Moines 
University in connection with the instal·Iation of Dr. 
H. C. Wayman 'as President .of Des Moines University. 
We shall write .our n:port 'backwards, beginning with 
an account .of ·the fin'al me'eting of the ·series. . 
. The service 'Was !held in. the university ·chapel; 
Presidenlt Wayman wa:s in the Chair; ·and Dr. W. B. 

I 

Riley, of l\f.inl1eaP'oli~; was the -·speaker. The subject 
was, "Genes~s and Geol.ogy". The :three word,s in 
which the subject was express·ed were significa'nt of the 
whole controversy riow shakin·g' the religious W.orld. 
Dr. Riley t'ook the position that· the early chapters of 
0enesis· . contain a -divinely -inspired, and therefore 
ahs'Olutely accu·rate, .record of creation; and that 
therefore any dictum .of ·sdence out of· harmony with 
Genesis could not possibly !be true. He-showed, mor'e:'. 
over, that just in so far as science dealt wi·th indis­
putable f~ct, the dem.onstnated facts of science woutld 
aIrways be f.ound ·in perfect agreement with the prin- . 
cip-Ies ;of -divin~ revelation. . . 

It was an address which magnified -the Wor·d or{ the 
Lord. Cons,isteiJ.·t whh his invar'iaJble halbi·t, in dealing 
with the recora of t'hc:; Dduge in' ·its relafion to the 
facts of geology, with consummate skill, Dr. Riley 
expounded the gJ,"'eat principles of ,the g.o·spel, and drove' 
home to heart and· conscienc'e the truth that man fulfils 
at once his -noblest duty and his 'highest· 'privilege by 
perfed submission of heart and inteHect, as well a·s 
of body, to the sovereign authority of the great God 
and .our Saviour J esus ~hrist. Did w~· say -tha·f Dr .. 
Riley drove home the truth? We must amend the 
s'aying :: ·1.t wa's manifestly driven home by the mignty 
power 'Of the. Holy Gp.o st. .W,Q.ilelistening to a 
messa'ge .of earth, and reading the .testimony. of the 
rocks, jt was an hour ·spent in the Iheav.enly places. in 
\vQ.ich, .as on Talbor's m.ount, not only Moses am·d the 
prophets, -but 'science and philosophy and all true 
l'earning were manifestly subject to "Jesus only"; and 
the inner man heard a voice out of 'heaven· s'aying, 
"This .is my beloved Son; hear ye him." 

If ·President Wayman rhad' not been chosen as an 
edu.cartor, he might easily have becqme known as a 
great evangel-ist. At the ·conclusion of Dr. Riley's 
address Dr. Wayman went down from the platform 
to the floor of the ·chapel, inviting Dr. Riley ·and others 

. wit!h him on the platform, ·to accompany him, and with 
great tenderness,and with the auth.ority of a profound 

, 
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conVl'CtlOn of the wisdom oQf such a 'cours·e, 'appealed 
to all pres'ent, parti'cularly the ,students, openly 'and 
once ·f.or all, ,to dedica'te their lives whoHy to the 'ser­
vice 'Of Jesus Christ. He 'appealed to tho'S'e w:ho had 
never been 'con vert ed, ,to yield to Chris,t, and to 'confess 
Him; and to those who were avowed Christians,· 
openly to d·eclare their complete 'submission to Jesus 
Christ 'as Lor,d,. An entire hymn was sung witlhout 
any vis,i,ble response on the 'Part oOf the audience; but 
a second hymn 'was announced, and then a young ol-ady 
s'tepped from her seat and' walked dOiwn the aisle and 
took the President's hand. After a little further wait­
ing, another came; and then ano·ther; then they came 
by twos and threes, until presently the 'S'tudents 
streamed ,down all the aisles to the frQnt. 

Dr. Riley, with deep emotion, then appealed toO the 
students in the gaHery. Oh, why will architects build 
galleries wlitlhout any 'connecti'on with the platform, 
as though it wer'e desired that the people who 'sit in 
the gallery should conS'ider themselves an entirely 
separa:te congregatioQn who mus,t not mix 'O.l1' any 
account with the people'oQn the floor? vVhat advantage 
tJhe devil haS' often taken of that physi'ca:l difficulty of 
getting from ,the gallery down to the floor of the 

. church! But in this ,instanc,e the physical difficulty 
was overcome, and though ,they had to go outsi,de the 
auditorium to get down from the gallery, they came 
in aga'in, until at last more than one hundred students 
(soQmeone roughly counted them) had come forward 
declaring that to -them there was no higher authority 
on any subject in the universe than Jesus Ghrist the 
Lord. 

Students and Fa,culty on Their Knees. 

Then President vVaymam ,invited the Faculty also 
to come, an:d SQ !far as we CQuld see, 'every member of 
the Faculty 'Present res'I?'onded t,o the invitation. And 
what do you suppose the President proposed next~a 
university president in a univ'ersity 'chapel-? He a'Ctu­
.ally asked everybody toO kneel oQn the bare floor, ·and 
this they did. Then 'one after another they 'prayed, 
students .and Faculty and 'others. It was 'a time of 
real heart-sear'ching, of reqlconsecration of ,every,thing 
to God. . 

·A Covenan~ of Prayer. 

When all had risen fro:m 'their knees after an 
extended time of prayer, the Edi,tor of this 'paper 
reminded the students and Faculty off the financial 
needs 'Of De's Moines University, and oQf the 'great 
principle for which rhe Institution stQod, ,the super­
naturalism of the Christian religion, 'and hence for the 
divine control of material things. W·e told them of 
the 'campa:ign to raise $300,000 (particulars ,of which 
we give elsewhere) about ,to be launched, and we 
asked 'students and Faculty to join ina solemn cove­
nant ,to pray daily foQr the ,success of that 'campaign, 
for the blessing oQf God upon the ,churches who were 
toO be asked to reI-ease their pastors for 'a month to 
press the -claims of Des MoQines University; upon t'he 
pa:stors themselves, and upon all who shoOuld have any 
part in the ·campaign, ,that we might aU be div,inely 
directed to God's stewards who ha:d ability to give, 
and ,that the Lord would g'o before us 'and prepare the 
hearts oOf His people to respond. This great ·company 

of students and Facu1,ty solemnly 'entered into that 
covenant. 

Then we asked Dr. Riley if he would 'relate how, . 
when Ihis s'chool was in urgent need oQf funds, 'and he 
went ,out to s·O'lioi,t !heLp, the students had gaThered 
daily for prayer, and his V'isit wa:s made ,abundantly 
successful. Thus students' 'and Flactilty oQf Des Moines 
_University wjll daily pray f.or blessing upon the 
material side oQf'Des MoQines Universitv's Iife, 'and we 
are confident God wiH give the victory. 

Students Promis~ to Write Home. 

vVe asked the students also to wri'te home to father 
and mother, and to tell them o[ the step they had 
taken, and ,toO ask father and mother also to pray. We 
did not <think of this particulaI;' a'spect -at the time­
we requested them to do s'o in order that they might 
enlist others in the -ministry 'of p'rayer-but since, we 
have thought of what gladness such letters would bring 
to the 'hearts of godly pare!lts. How many Christian 
fathers and mothers have been 'bowed with grief w'heQ., 
after gre-a't sacrifi,ce on :their part toO give otI:teir :sons 
and daug;hters an education, the ,children have come' 
back to them w,ith trained minds but hardene.d hearts, 
and with faith in the Bible and ,the Christ ,of -the Bible, 
partially, at least, and in 'Some ·cases' utterly, destroyed. 
Surely it :is 'something to the Christian homes of the 
United StM'es ,a'l11d Canada that God has raised up a 
pla:ce to which their sons and daughters may'be sent 
for ,educational discipline, while parents rest ,assured 
that the entire Faculty, from President to the last 
pro!fessor, wills-eek not only ,their educational advance­
ment, :but will endeavour to lead them -to Christ if 
they 'are not Christians, or, being Christians, to build 
them up in their most holy fai:th. 

God is Our Helper. 

The writer of this article (a:s we expect his fellow­
Trustees w'ould also 'conf.ess,) 'confesses thrut the bur­
dens Des Moines University 'has pla,ced upon him 'as 
a Trustee 'have 'sometimes heen felt to be_ very 'heavy­
indeed, some who began with us' have- even suggested 
that the task mig;ht prove to 'be 'beyond 'our united 
strength. To all of which w~ have 'agreed. Before 
the Baptis,t Bible Uni'on had assumed respons,ibility 
for the University, 'On the very day ,on the evening of 
which we were to leave for Des Moines to attend the 
meeting where the transfer olf the University ~as to 
be effected, we received 'a letter from 'a brother f.or 
whose judgment we.have .the profound-est respect. He 
is one w'ho has had much to do with educational 
affairs, and knows s-omething ·of what it means to 
finance a university; and ·in the third letter received 
in two days he ,said s'ome,thing to this ·effect: "I am 
s'ending you this last word of advice 'before you leave 
for Des Moines"-and then acr·os-s the page 'he had 
written with increased emphasis-"don't-don't-DON''l' 
-DON'T." To this, through an intermediary, we sent 
a mes·sage: "Tell him we agree with every word that 
he has 'said. Tell him that every man involved in this 
assumption ·o·f responsibility, judged by merely natural 
standards, ought immediately to be sent to a lunatic 
asylum! Tell him, however, that the only considera­
tion that redeems the ·course we propose to take from 
such utter foBy is this-GOD." 

, I 

I 

fl 

r 

,-

, 
> . 

t· 



November 22, 1928 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (471) 3 

We BeoJ.ieve God. 
- We stiU Ibelieve in God. Thus far He ha:s 'led us 

and supplied the University's immediate requirements; 
and we believe that He will help us $till. Kneel-ing 
there with this great company ,qf students and F3Jculty 
in that closing hour, :this writer a't lea:st, res-o'l;ved before 
Go'd ,that ,if Des Moines University should go into 
bankrup,tcy, it must go over 'Our dead bOody. Such an 
enterprise cannot be surrend'ered. A work so mani­
festly -enjoying the favour of God. cannot possibly fail. 
Friday evening, November 17th, was Heaven's furt!:ter 
-certification that the proposal to make Des Moines 
University a university in which Jesus Christ should 
·ever be recognized as Lord, had received ~eaven's 
high approva1-and now we must go on to victory. 

The Installation of President Wayman. 

In ·connection with this- 's-ervice Des Moines Univer­
sity was honoouredby the presenc,e' of Rev. James M. 
Gray, D.D., President 'Of Moody Bib:1e InS'titute, Chi­
cago; and Dr. W. L. Pettingill, 'Of Philadelphia. We 
were una,ble to reach Des Moines u.ntil the evening of 
the 13th, but the fragrance ,QIf the offerings ,to th~ Lord 
presented in the' address'es of Dr. Gray and Dr. 
Pettingill still fiUe.d the place. Have not some .of our 
readers occasionally come into a relig10us ,service IMe, 
the text had been announced, ,the sermon was con­
cluding, and you ·knew litde 'of what had been said, 
yet you felt the presence of the Lord, and you knew 
that blessing 'had. attended the ministry of His Word? 
So we felt when we rea'ched Des Moines Tuesday 
evening'; and we were noQt '~;uroprised to hear the reports 
of blessing 'at tJ'ie morning and afternoon sessions. 

It wa:s the privilege of the writer 10 preside at the 
installation ceremony when responsibility for the -aca-

_ demic direction of Des MoQines University was [orm­
a1:ly committed to the hands of Dr. Wayman. In 
behalf 'of the Trustee Board we assured Dr. Wayman 
of our hearty support; at the same time in behalf of 
the Trustees, and 'of the Bible-believing Bapt,ist con­
stituency which supports the University, we reminded 
him tha:t the r,esponsibility 'Of maintaining in Des 
MQines 'boOth the highest scholastic standar'~s, and, a1 
the same time, absolute loyalty to Jesus Christ and to 
the Bible' as God's word, in every daS's-room, must 
r'est chiefly with the President himself; and that the 
Trustees would hold the President responsible for 
maintaining these standar·dS'. 

Dr. Wayman ,then ,delivered his inaugural 'address, 
which we hope to print in full in The Gospel U-:-itness in 
the' near future. It wa's a strong and able settmg forth 
o[ ,the great principles foQr which Des Moines Univer­
sity now stands. 

President H. C. Wayman. 

And here it is appr-opriate that we should record the 
deep thankfulness of the Trustees ,of Des :Moines t~at 
in the providence of .God we have been gIven so. able 
a President as Dr. Wayman. We were all deeply 
impressed with his fit?ess f~or .th.e position. on the occa­
sion of our fi.rst meetlOg WIth hIm; but smce we have 
coQme to know him better, and have seen him i? actio~, 
we 'are more "than ever convinced that he IS God s 
choice for the position. At every poi~t Dr. \iVay~an 
fits. The ~aculty admire 'and love hIm, and dehght 

to follow ihi,s directioOn; and, 'so far as we were ruble 
to judge, the entii'.e student body have 'been -completely 
captiv;ated. If we were a'Me to announce that some­
one had given us -a milli'on dollars for Des Moines 
University, there would 'be great roejoicing; but diffi­
-c~t1t as it is to obtain moOney, we heHeve it is generally 
easier to get a millioOn dollal'S ,in cash than to ge:t a 
million dollars· W'Orth in presidential manhood. 1~he 
Trust,ees of Des MoOines University beli.eve that our 
new Pres,ident is 'Our greatest assd,-'and with all 9ur 
hea:rts we ,thank God that he has 'come to us. Weare 
confident the University is in safe hands; and that 
under ihis dir,ection it willI go 'on [room 'strength_ to 
strength. 

Prayer for the President. 
N otwiths!tanding, 'We remind lOur readers that Dr. 

Wayman IOccupi'es a difficult position. We have not 
yet emerged from our financial straitness. Any iOisti­
tutioon, whether 'C'httrchor uniV'ersity, that stands un­
compromiS'ingly for ,the faith, will find itself 'beset'with 
enemies; hence the head .of such an institution needs 
a superoaJbunda.nce of grace and 'Of wisdoQm. We ask 
our readers to take President Wayman to their heal"ts, 
and to remember him ,cease1ess1y in prayer. 

Many Institutions' Represented. 

In ad,diti'On to' the presence of Drs. Gray and .Pet­
tingill, the University was honoured by representatives 
from a large num'ber 'of .. sister institutions. We were 
not furnished with the names, but we are glad to report 
that every institution invited to send a r'eproesentative 
responded, with one exception. The presence of these 
representafives was gr-eatly appreciated. 

We have not space to tell 'of the various banquets 
which were held in oonnection with the President's 
:inauguration. 

Recipients of Honorar~ Degrees. 

One item 'Of interest to many of oU'r rea·ders ,c'Onsists 
·in the fact that pro James M. Gray, President ·of Moody 
Bible Institute, Chicago, and Dr. Oliver W. Van Osdel, 
Past.£lr of Wealthy Str·e'et Baptist Church, Grand 
:R!a.pids, Mich., hoQnoOured the University by accepting 
,ea·ch the degree of LL.D. at its 'hands. It was the 
privilege' of the writer to pr'esent both ·these gentlemen 
to the Preside~t in ,this 'connection. 

Rev;. James M. Gray, D.D., LL.D. 

The whole Christian Woorld is debt·or to Dr. Gray 
for his marvellous ministry in Olicago, for his great 
a:bility, and withaJI his unsw,erving loyalty to the Word 
of God. Des Moines University 'oounts it a great 
distinction to have the name ·of Dr. Gray upon its 
rons. 

Rev. Oliver W. Van Osde1, D.D., LL.D. 

The s'ame is true 'Of Dr. Van Os·del. In presenting 
Dr. Van Osdel for the d'egr,ee, we ventured to say 
that he differed from most of his brethren.in this, that 
he was able to see twenty-five or thirty years in ad­
vance 'of his .time. Quite a·s long ago as that, Dr. Van 
Osdel saw to what ,the appalling 'apostasy, which was 
then beginning, would uhimately lead. Very natur­
ally, because he sounded the ,al~rm, he was greatly 
disliked 'by tho'se who wanted to sleep on. Even an 
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alarm dock, whi·ch minist,ers to- many as an impers·onal 
friend, barely escapes with its -Hfe 'When it awakes 
even fairly good people.fl1Om their slumber-s., Dr. Van 
Osdel is too gr'eat a man accurately to be appraised 
by his contem;porarioes. The warningsr":he has ·j.S'sued, 
the courses he has advised, are even now being justi­
fied; but in a fuU·er and deeper :s'ense the next genera­
tion o-f believers, in r-es'pect to the 'testimony 'Of this 
great man of· God, will fuHil that whi'ch is written, 
"W-isdom is justified of her childr·en".. .. 

Drs. W. L. Pettingill and W .. B. Riley. 

Tlhe special 'speakel1s for the sessi,o-ns 'Of the Bible 
Conference, whkh ·continued froOm Tuesday to Friday, 
were Drs. W. L. Pettingitll 'and W .. B. Riley. An the 
address'es by otQer brethren were .able and in~piring, 
but these tw'O brethren, 'all agreed, ,carried us to the 
heights. "Ve have alre3.!dy 'spoken of Dr:. Riley"s great 
message. And what 13. gl'Owing ·coal Dr. Pettingill is! 
HoOw. sunny! How i.nspiring! Ho'W magnetic withal! 
His ·a,ddresses were most a,ble, and we are ·cer,tain the 
whole University fell in .Jove w!il1:h him. 

A $300,000 Campaign. 

But ,our chief busin'ess now is to recor-d the decis·ion 
of the Trust'ees' immediately to ·embark upon a cam­
paign to raise $300,000 f.or the University. The original 
bonded indehtedness with which we 'started ,in June, 
1927, was $225,000. Thalt has -been ·somewhat reduced, 
hut we estimate that $300,000 wirt pay 'off the .mort­
gage, and carry us right Qut "O~ the woods in~o ·a place 
of safety. 

F'Or a Fundamentalist university to aHempt !sUoch a 
task will be recognized by everybody la·s ·a tremendo-us 
undel1taking. Oh that. s'Ome 'Of the Lol"d',s· 'stewards 
wh'O have gr·eat wealth would take this gr-eat insHtu­
ti'On toO their hearts I Within the last few years what 
mill'li'Ons 'Of doHars have been given by Bible-believing 
Baptists to institutions·.,and organizations which have 
pr:ostituted their noble. gifts ·to the pUl"pose of destroy­
ing the very faith these gifts were intended to propa­
gate. We know .of no institution, of n'O Baptist 
university, that has S'O uncompromiS'i.~gly co-mmitted 
itself to evangelical 'truth, a·s Des MoOines. W'e may 
sometimes make mistakes in appointing profess'Ors. 
We have said on more than 'One o,ccasion that we would 
never blame a university for hav-ing a Modernist on 
its faculty: we would o'f}ly blame it for keeping him there. 
Des Moines UniverS'i,ty may make mistakes, but if so, 
they will so'On be discovered; and we solemnly pledge 
ourselves to all our constituency, that if at any time 
any man on the Faculty is found guilty of a single 
utterance that is destructive of faith in the Bible as 
God's word, or of Jesus Christ as God manifest in the 
flesh ·and the Saviolir of men, such a professor will not 
be permitted to deliver another lecture. We are ab­
solutely determined that Des Moines University shall 
stand true to the· faith at all costs. 

Conditional Donations. 

W·e invite those w.ho would support us oto give their 
gifts ·cond'itiona~ly, if they. S'O desire, and to ask of us 
some kind of 'contract containing a reversionary 'Clause 
so that if at any time Des Moines University sh'ould 
be untrue to Hs trust, the don'Or or his heirs could 

legally claim the return of his gift. W'e want the help 
of thoose who support the Univ,ersi,ty, 'and we Sihall 
welcome any kind .of ·stipulation that will compel the 
present Trus'tees or their succes,sors ever to be true· 
to the faith 'once f'or all deliv'ere-ci unto the saints'. The 
present Trustees need no ·compulsion, but we shall he 
glad to make as·surance doubly 'sure'. 

Large Gifts. 

Are ther·e not 's'ome of the Lor-d'S' stewar-ds who Ihave· 
large means who will immediately come to our help 
in this respect? We have· no salaried field~men at 
present; we are ·dependent entirely upon the 'help of 
p-ast'Ors and others who give their services, with the. 
consent 'Of the ·churches they 's'erve, gratuitously; 
therefore we ask everyone wh'Q reads ·these wOl"ds 
immediateIy to. ·sit down ,before the Lor-d and consider 
whether y'Ou haY'e any dbligati'Ol1 to Des Moines Uni-. 
versity, w:hether it may not pl"esent to you the high 
and holy pr,ivi'l'ege ·of using. your money for the pl"Opa­
gati-on of the gosp.el. 

"Hiking"Students. 
I . 

Let us at rt:'h.rs point ·relate one .of two stor'aes ... 
Among the hundTed or more students 'fho came for­
ward l'ast Friday night :in the university chapel wa!s 
a young man wh'O :had "hi'ked" from Erie, Penn., toO 
Des Moines. :By that, we do not -mean that he walked 
aU ,the way. He had but ve'ry little money, ibut Ihe 
was an ealrnest Christian lad who desired to train 
vor foreign mi'ssionary service, ·anld so he deternlined 
to c·on:serve !his every d'Ollar, and "take to the roaod." 
He was· picked up here and there by motoris,tS', and 
arrived at Des Moines after a three.days' journey. But 
he set 'Qut with a wiHingness,. if need he, to walk 
eve11y step of ,the way. That young man joined the. 
company at the fr:ont 'Of the chapel, and Joined wj,th 
them in earnest prayer that God woul-d re·ceive and 
aocept the o011lsecration of his all. Who knows what 

. may ibe accump.lished in that young man's life ,in the 
years ,that ar·e t9 coome? 

IAnoth.er stu'dent, not even a ~hristian, "hiked" it all 
the way from Vermont, a distance of :perb·aps sixteen 
hundred miles, and 'he was ,a lineal descendant of 

. Abraham, a Jew. Why did he come? Why, in his 
Journey.. did he :pass perhap's SCOl"es of UniVel"Slities 
and coHeges? We cannot tell. Td,lking with ,the pro­
fess'olr of chemistry 'about it, he sa~d 'somefuing to this 
effeoet : "I d'o not kn'Ow as yet what pUTp'Ose God has· 
in that young mati',s life. I onl'y know ,that some df 
Us have spent the summer not only praying for moOney. 
nor'even prayi'ng merely Tor students: we have asked 
God toO select the students, and to 'send to this insti­
tution 'such young men and women 'a'S He 'de·si!l"ed 
toO have tflained fOT ·Christian ·service." And oh, w:hat 
a splendid hand of students they are I What a magni­
ficent company 'compo'se our -great Freshman c1as's I 
They have come because of what Des Moines Uni­
y·ersity :stan~s for, and they have 'brought with them, 

, In s·cores of Instances, the very p!l"esence of the LOl"d. 
A!l"e the!l"e not some of our 'rea:cioers who des·ire t'O 

have their gold, wby a divine Alohemy, transmuted into 
Christian ··C'hara'Cter, and use·d to preach even !to 1!he 
uttermost parts of the ea!l"th the gl'Ori'Ous go'Spel of 
the bless·ed God? If you 'have ·any money, give it: 
if you hav.e much, give it: iof you !have tens or hun-

\ 

( 
I 
( 

( 

/' 

1 
. J 

:; 

.1 

) 

I 
\ 

f 
! 

j 



" 

November 22, 1928 THE GOSPEL WITNESS . (.473) 5 

·dreds of thous·ands, we a'l"e 'Conifi.'dent there i's '0'0 'better 
,investment' on the American continent to-day for a 
Christian man than -Des Moines. Unli.versity, But if 
you have no money, or whether yOoU have money or 
not, oplr'ay that God 'mlay 'supply our needs, a,ccording 

,to 'His riches in glory, through whatever instrument­
.alities it may ple'ase Him to employ. 

The University Gospel Quartette. 

. The University quartette, ma·de up of young men 
, who have ·come aH the way from CaHfornia, and to 

whom we have befor~ referred, are 'a ;reallbless:i·ng to 
the institution, and they are in demand everywhere 
fO'r gos:pel services, How unusual it wa's ,to 'hear in 
the Idining-room, while: they we're 'about the table, 
this great -company of students singing their -co1'lege 
s,o.ngs·; announcing t'heir determination respecting ,the 
football 'game tOor the Saturdlaiy following in '·these 
words: . 

"Heat M'orning,side, 
Beat Mo:rn~ngside, 
Who ,s'ays so? 
We aU 'say so, 
Yea~bo!" 

and 'without irreverence, 'swing frOom su¢h ,college mer­
rim~mt into gospel hymns. These 'students,. in truly 
'apostolic fashion, "dnd. 'eat their meat with gladness 
and singleness of heart, ·praising God, and having 
favou'l" with aH the ,people." 

Twenty-five '01." moTe· years agOo 'such things ,perhaps 
would not be unusual, but in ,thi·s a:p-ostate day it is 
an extrao1"dinary thing to hear the hymn's. of Zlion 
anld 111e pranses' of 'O'ur glo·rious Redeemer !sung every- . 
where through cOohlege haIls. It is 'a,lmo'st unibeJ.i'eV'alb'le 
that s'Uoh a change ~ouM 'have been effected in a 
Un~versity, in 'so short a -time as in Des M.oine's. It 
never ,could have been ·done had not the Lord been 
wi111 'Us.: "If it 'had n~t Ibeen ·the Lord who was on 
OUT 'side, -now may Is'rael say: if It. had nO't been t'he 
L'o1"d w'ho was Oonou1" 'side, when men lXl'Se Uip again-st 
U's: ,then they had swal-lowed 'u's up quick when their 

- wrath was kindJ.ed against us, Then the waters had 
overwhelmed us, the s'tream had gone' over our -soul: 
then 111e proud water'S hali gone over our 'S'oul. Bl.es'sed 
be !the Lo1"d, Wlho hath not given lIS as a prey to 
their teeth. .our soul i,s es·caped alS a obird out 'Of the 
sna1"e ,of the. ,fOowler·s: the snare is broken, anld we 
areescrup'ed. OUT help is in the name oof fue Lord, 
who made heaven and earth." . . 

.But we return to OUT $300,000 -ca:mporui·gn. I,t wa's 
decided' 'by the Trustees to write a numlber ofc'hu1"cihes 
asking them to .-re-tea·se .their pastor's foor !one month, . 
or of-our SundayS', all' -days inc:lusive, ,from November 
25t'h to Dec-ember 16111. W ~ on'ly liope the c'hiur'c'he;s 
thus petiti'Oned will ·enter .heartily into 111'ils work, an'd 
sha:re the sa,crifices their pastoTs, we a're ·sure, 'are -rea-dy 
to make. And then we bellieve our ·campaign wiiH 
ultimately be 'a: success. 

We shall give- particulars of this .campa,ign in T1~e 
Gospel Witness from week to\veek, and once more we 
solidt our Teaders' prayer:s. 
Articles by Dr. W. B. Riley arid Rev. E. A~ BrOownl~~. 

Elsew'he're in this is's'Ue we pub1ish an aadress de-

, 

livered' in' Jarvis .St1"eet Bap'tis,t ·Ohurch last Sunday 
morning by Rev. E. A. Brownlee, B.A., B.Th., a 
Trustee 'Oif Des Moines University, and Secretary of 
the Deacons" Board o.f. Jarvis Street Baptist Church, 
on his impressions of Des Moines; and also an article 
which we asked Dr. Riley {o write for us .. giving his· 
impress-ions of that jnsti,tution. ' 

Convocation at Des Moines Unive~sity . 
~y Dr. W. B. Riley 

Four-Day Progra~ - in Inducting President Wayman 

Dr. H. IC. Wayman is nl()w the officially l"ecogniz.ed pl"esi­
dent of Des Moines Uni:yersity. The j;our-day Bible confer­
ence concluding Friday w'ght, No·V'ember 16th, celebrated the 
reeognition of this' relations·Mp.' . 

It was our ·priVilege. to be present but one d;ay of the fouT, 
and' that F.r.iday, the last day, and'to speak in the afternoon 
on'-"The. Atonement," and at n:ight on ".Genesis and Geology." 

'All that we saw at the Des· Moines: University profoundly 'im­
pressed us, and we saw what can be seen in v·ery few univer­
simes and colleges in Ame·rica. At the· close of the sermon on 
Friday e·venin&" President Wayman took charge 'and gave an 
invitation to tho.Soe who weTe so dlisposed to come forward, 
form in line in fronlt of the platform, and pled&,e themselves 
til a life! to be· Spirit-led'. - The l"e'Slponse was· immense. More 
than. one' hundred young men and! women came and srood in 
place, 'and! later knelt f·or a season of prayer. Whf!n these 
yeung men an.d W'omen were in 'line, the pr~sident call1,ld upon 
the faculty to c·ome forward! and lrneel: WIth them and pray 
wdth and for them. Without a mom.ent'·s hesitation, the mem­
bel'S of' the facultY' respo,ndled'. It was a. scene such as some 

. of us witnessed in our boyhood: days, but (me that is ex­
tremely f.oreign. to the average present-day college or 
University. 

We came away from De·s Moines convinced that it is a . 
University u~der Divin:e approval and destined to both Divine i 
favor and! employmenlt. , 

De's MoineS! University has a good! set of bUJildiIigs. It was 
WTecked! and lost by Modernism, but is being rapidly re­
ceveredi by Fundamentalist leadership·. The amount of money 
giV'en it last yea·r prove's' that the Baptist peop·le of America 
want s·ou~'Il: schools, and enabled it both to meet its CUl'!l'eilt 
expleIliSes and somewhat :reduce its dlebt. 

In our jud!gment, Des;, M·o-ines ought not to be endDwed. 
Had it been slUfficie~otly endowed, MO<lIe'l.'Ili·sm would stilI con'­
trol it. The Baptist people iIll America ought efficiently j;o 
support it with their children and me-ans because it is loy.al to 
the f.aith., and! as long as it shall so l'emain. If the day ever 
comes when it dlepartedi from the faith, it ou&'ht to dije. 

Des -Moines ,has a.' chance to illlustrate that an' education is 
not so much a question of physical appointment as it is 
mental' application; not so Inuch a question of rich endow­

. ments as it is of Christian culture; p.ot even so much a ques­
tion of standardized methods as it is of Spirit-enooemel1lt. 

The student body a.t· De·s Moines tMs Y'ear is splendid in 
numbers and magnificent in character, and! from !ill we could 
ream while thel"et, a contented . and happy body because· they 
be:lieve in their excellenlt faculty and in the sacred things 
for which the school is' now standing. 

There ought to be on~ hu~dred wealthy Baptists in America 
who would meet every reas·onable oemaUG C!f this reCovered 
and consecrateq University, and theT.e are thousands of' Bap­
tists in America who· will, we· are sure, contrihute to the same. 

The redemption of Des M·oinoes is a gl"eat tribute to the . 
statesmanship of T. T. Shields. Its present satisfactory work, 
its refus.al to fellowship Modernism -in any form, and! i·ts in­
cl'easingly flourishing conditi~n, is an answer to his faith 
and that of the men who from the' first associated themse};ves 
with him in this endeavor. The .school is fortunate in seCUT­
ing Dr. H. ·C. Waymal1! for dts- president, and from all we saw 
of the secre·1;a;rial and: faculty fOTceSi,' we believe. it is admir-
ably manned!. . 
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Des'Moines :University a Golden Heritage 
An Address. delivered by ReV'. E .. A Brownl,ee, B.A., B.Th., in Jarvis Str·eet Baptist Chur:oh, Sunday 

Morning, Nove mber 18, 1928. 

(Stenographically Reported.) 
\ 

As Dr. ,Shields, has. said, it h!ls' peen our happy I?rivilege 
this week to spend three and a half days in Des' Momes·. It 
took one day of twenty-four hours to get the're, and another 
diay of twenty-four hours t() get back again. If you ~dd all 
together you wHI discover there has not been much time to 
spare since we left here, after last· Monday evenin~s meet­
ing. It has been a mos~ .happy and blessed experience.. I 
c()unt it a very great prlVllege to have had the opportunIty 
()f going to Des Moines:, and of seeing with my own eyes the 
work of the univers,ity there. I have seen some new things'. 
some things I have never seen bef()re. It .has been .my privi­
lege in past years', quite a number of times, to atten?: univeI­
sity functions of one kind and another, but to me It was a 
new thing to find· the inauguration of a university president 
combined with a Bible confe·rence. It was a new thing to find 
the earnest, faithful preaching of the Gospe,l of Christ put 
on a pro~ramme side by sid.e with the installation of a. ~ew 
president. It was a new thmg for me, at suc"b a gathering, 
to hear an invitation given, pressing sinners to acce·pt ~he 
Saviour. It was a new thing to find, in the same series of 
meetings, the inauguration of a university 'president, atld a 
calling upon young ,people to consecrate themselves to the 
service of our Lord Jesus Christ. It was a new thing to find, 
at a university function, such a distinct and defindte spirit of 
pray:e'r as that which characterized the recent meetings at 
Des Moines. As I look back upon the last few days', these 
circums,tances, connected with the installation of President 
Wayman, stand out in my mind· as new and distinctive. 

I think I have always believed in Des Moines University, 
from the time it was taken over by the B1l-ptist Bible Union. 
The things we heard about it then were all very encouraging 
and inspiring. It commanded my respect, esteem and support 
from the very first. But now that it has been my privilege 
to be there, t() see the institution, and to come into more per­
sonal .touch with it, I have come back prep'ared to say most 
emphatically that I believe in Des Moines University with all 
my heart. . 

There' is something really worth whi'le in the line of build­
ings and equipment at Des Moines,. The Baptist Bilble Union 
assumed a responsilbility in the first place, of a little over tm-ee 
hundred thous'and dollars. In return, there was' 'Put into their 
hands all the assets of the University, and the assets were 
very consideralble. We mention first an invested' endowment 
of $175,000. There is a fine campus covering sixteen 
acres, and in addition an athletic field covering five acres, a 
total of twetity-one' acre's of land. Part of it ds wooded', not 
thickly, but beautifully, and'the prospect, as one approaches 
the· grounds, is most pleasing, particularly, I am srure, in the 
spring and summer times. Then there are the buildings, ten 
in all. The· Administration Building was the one whose ac­
quaintance we first made. a four-story structure where the 
universdty office and Board Room are located. It contains 
also the chapel, seating five' or six hundred people, while on 
the upper floors are lecture rooms for various university de­
partments. Across the· campus is the Science and Arts Build­
ing, one hundred feet squal'e, standing five stories high; with 
lecture rooms and' laboratories for various' departments. 
"Johns·on Hall," a four or five-storey buHdling, is the dor­
mitory for men, while the ladies' dormitory, a splendid new 
five-storey structure, is known as the "Eleanor Child's Hall." 
The Engineering Department has a building for itself, and be­
side it the power plant, where' central heating is installed to 
serve the entire institution. The AthJetic Buildin.g', c·o·ntaiIl­
ing the gymnas,ium, is the newest of all, having been com­
pleted only ,some· two or three years ago. In addition there 
are three large city residences, which, I understand, have been 
used, when needed, as overflow dormitories. The material -
equipment is therefore a very considerable asset. 

The experience of these days has confirmed our regard for 
President Wayman. When he visited Jarvis Street, · ... e heard 
him speak from this' desk, and I am sure he created a favour­
able impl'ession UP'OIl, us all. But seeing him at work in the 
University ·of which he has ibecome the head, has strengthened 
my faith in him., and led me to helieve more firmly t!lat in 

him we have a Preside'IJ.t for whom. we may well thank God. 
He is a man of pleasing personality, manifestly beloved by 
his students, ·scholastic in attitude and bearing, as' a univer­
sitY' president ought to be; and yet a man whose heart is 
aglow, and who· manifests very distinct s·piritual qualities .. 
It was a sight that did our hearts good, one e,veningo at the 
close ·of the service, to see Preside·ht Wayman descflnd from 
the platform, take his stand at the front of the auditorium, 
invite the studel).ts to accept Christ as their Saviour, and urge 
those who were already Christians to consecrate their lives 
to the service of the Lord. I am satisfied that in President 
Wayman we have one to whom w,e may safely c'ommit the 
leadership' of the institution, and one who should receive con­
stantly our loyal and prayerful support. 

The Bible Conference to which I have referl'ed was ad­
dressed Iby four main speakers, Dr. W. L. Pettingill, of 
Philadelphia, Dr. W. B. Riley, of Minneapolis, Dr. Gray, of 
'Chicago, and Dr. Shields. There were als'o a number of other 
speakers of less renown, whose messages rang equally true. 
Every address was such as would establish the religdous COil!­
viction of the students. How much more ·fitting that, at a 
university ru.nction, addresses .should be ·given that win 
strengthen the faith of our young people, rather than such 
as will cast reflection and doubt upon the W o1"d ()f ,God and 
the content of revealed religion. 

Several meetings of the Board of Trustees were held. One 
of the great prohlems with Which the Board had to deal was 
the matter of finance, for Des Moines University is' not y.~t . 
out of the woods financially. Do not f()r a moment suppose. 
that the University cannot continue. It shall continue! In 
faith, the financial success of the institution is alr·eady accom.· 
pldshed. Let us believe "that to be a fact and set ourselves to . 
make the. vision actual. 

The Board of Trustees, aiter considering the financial situ­
ation, cal'!l'e to the conclusion that something large should he 
attempted, since it was an urgent hour. There is need of a 
very considerable amount of money to meet the present 
em.ergep.cy, and of raising a larger sum of money to p'ay off 
the indebtedness incurred by the old administration, that 
passed ·out of existence when the institution came into the 
hands of the Baptist Bible Union. There was a tense and 
earnest spirit in the gatherings' of the Board oj Trustees. 
President Wayman emphasized.·the fact that ,sacrifice. 'should 
begin with the Trus,tees themselves. Anter they had done 
their utmost to meet ·the need, they could then go out to· the 
larger constituency, the Baptist churches },oyal to the truth 
across the continent, and ask them to co-operate· in the great 
task. Then and there the Trustees, each 'of them, gave until 
it hurt. I solemnly believe that to be true. 

After the Trustees had' themselves pledged to, Des Moines 
what each could do for the maintenance of the ,school, a con· 
ference of the Fundamentalist Baptist churches. in Iowa W8JS 
held, at which a splendid group of pastors and: laymen 
assembled. Upon them the'lburden of Des Moines was laid. 
They were reminded that if they wished other states to help 
in ,the great task of floating the university, it would :be 
necessary for them, a's representatives from Iowa, to do 
their utmost for the institution. If the needs of Des; Moines 
be presented to men in New York or California, the first 
thing they will ask is: "What has Iowa done? What has 
the City of Des Moines done?" As that thought was pl'es'sed 
home it was encouraging to see the way in which they 
rasp,onded, in order that they might take a front rank in the 
great host of Bap,tis,ts the conmnent across who, we trust, 
will rally behind this institution in Des Moines. 

It was ultimately decided that an attempt should be made 
to 1"aise three hundred thousand dollars to clear the past 
indebtedness, contracted ·before the Baptist Bible Union took 
the iDIStitution over, and to provide for the expense· of this 
present college year. That seems a large sum of mO!ll.ey, 
and yet it is not a difficult thing for a people who helieve 
God, who believe that in Des Moines there is an institution 
upon which God has: already set His 'seal, and which He is 
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abundantly willing continually to bless, as we wait upon Him 
f.or < His :benediction. Steps were ta;ken to present the need 
to individual people of means all across the continent, and 
also to Bible-loving Baptist churches throughout the con­
stituency 'standing behind the University. Naturally, the 
great .. bulk of the burden must fall on churches in the United 
States, but I 'sincerely h'ust we here in Ontario 'and Quebec 
will realize our responsibility toward the maintenance of that 
Fundamental school in the State of Iowa. I know that we, 
as a church in Jarvis St., have helped with that burden in 
the past, and I trust we'may continue to do so in the future. 

I want to tell you a little more about the last meetih,g, 
that of Friday evening. Dr. Riley was the chief speaker, and 
his subject was, "Genesis and Geology". He -made very clear 
the pa!l"alleHsm ,between the r'ecord in the Book and the 
record in the rocks. Toward the close of' his remarks he 
made a very practical appliclttion of the truths he had set 
forth. When Dr. Riley ,sat down, Dr. Wayman took charge 
of the meeting. Descending from the platf-orm he made an 
appeal to the students;, a two-fold appeal: first of' all urging 
those w:h-o were not Cp.ristians to ac!!ept .christ as their 
personal Saviour, ~nd in the second place urging those who 
were Christians to ·consecrate themselves afresh to the 
service of Jesus Christ. It was a splendid thing. We sang 
a hymn through, but there was no response. It began toO look 
as if there would be no movement. As we wa·ited, however, 
one young lady stepped into the aisle and walked t(} the front. 
That in.itial move broke up the meeting. They came 'by tW(}S 
and threes and fours and fives, from the main floor and from 
the gall!,!ry, until, in the end, at least one hundred young men 
aJIld women stood with their Pres,ident at the front of the 
auditorium. 'Then President Wayman said, "I should like the 
Faculty to join us". One by one the members of the Faculty 
came, taking their places with the students wh(} were con­
secrating themselves to the se,rvice, of Christ. Again Presil;l.entt 
Wayman ,spoke:-"Let us kneel in prayer", and togetheT 
students and FacuIty knelt, while one after another led in 
earnest prayer, dedicating the lives of all to the service of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. I tell you, frie'nds, that was, a Uni· 
versity scene worth looking at. I never saw anything like it 
in my Hfe', and I seriously doU!'bt if such a scene has' been 
witnessed in a school of -learning for many, many years, any­
where on this continent. Thank God for a ,spiritual atm(}s­
phere in which a scene like that is possible: Thank God for 
the leadership of' educators Wiho, ,by their own personal 
example, and by the warmth of their ,spiritual life, help to 
bring that sort of thing to pass. 

I want to say ,one or two other thing,s. 'before I 'sit down. I 
. found, throughout the University, manifested 'by the students, 
·the Faculty, the President 'and the Trustees, a very deep 
regard for the Pastor of this church, and a profound apprecia­
tion of' what he has done to make the continuance of the 
institution. po'ss,j,ble. I speak most truthfully w.hen I say that, 
from the human standpoint, Des Moines University would 
not be in existence to-day were it not for Dr. Shields. .He 
was the 'One. man who had- the vision, the necessary strength 
of characte·r, and force of resolution to undertake, the task. 
Of course the blessing of the Lord has 'been UpOOI it all, for 
apart from God it never could have 'been done; 'but the Pastor 
of this church, infinitely more than any ,0theT man living, 
has been the instrument God 'has used to bring the institution 
through the crisis thus, far; and all over yonder among th'ose 
who have to do with the University there is a profound 
respect for 'and app'reciation ,of the Pastor of this church. 

That leads me to say another thing. The work in 'COImec· 
tion with the University at Des Moines has taken Dr. Shields: 
away from this, his home church and congregation, time and 
time again. I-t has Ibeen necessary for him to travel many 
thousand·s of mnes, and to leave us here wi·th tempora!l"Y 
supplies, Sunday after Sunday, sometimes ;being gone for a 

'month or six weeks. Well, has it been worth while? Have 
we not gladly made the sacrifice in order that that institution 
might be put on its feet? And if in the minds of any of us 
there is just a little lingering regl'et that ou.r Pasto!l" 'has 
been 'away, let us banish it, let us drown it out with the feel­
ing of gladness and tha!llksgiving that we, 'as a church, have 
been permitted to make this sacrifice toward the great thing 
that has ,been done-and is still being done-in Des Moines 
University. What is! it for us to for,ego the p'resence of our 
Pastor and his messages for a Sunday or two, i~ by so doing 
we may set him free for his work in the larger arena to 

which the Lord· has called him? And so, if in the coming 
year it may 'be necessary-as: it will be ·necessary-for our 
Pastor to be away again, for perhaps periods of weeks, in 
ollder that he may cO!lltinue that work yonder in Des Moines, 
let us say, "God speed you, God -hle'ss you, as! you go to that 
wider sphere of service." And in his absence let us rally to 
the support of our local church work in the Spirit of our Lord 
jesus Chris-to . • 

There is 'another' thing I should like to say, son:tething that 
deeply impressed. me, and that was the spirit of prayer and 
testimony so manifest in Des, Moines. On diifere'l).t 'occasions, ' 
with two or three hundred of the students present, together 
with the Faculty, meetings fO!l." prayer and testimo!llY were 

. held, and never was there any hesitancy, never any urging, 
not for a moment. One after another those young people 
rose and bore witness to the Lord Jesus Christ, or led their 
feUows in earnest prayer. Never ·once was there any hesita­
tion or delay. It reminded me of the prayer meetings in 
Jarvis St. to see and hear the students taking part in the 
service' of testi;mony and prayer. . 

I have come back from Des Moines profoundly conymced 
that it is a movement of the Lord, that God is behind it, and 
in it· that it is His purpose there to esta·blish an institution 
founded on the Word of God, absolutely loyal to the principles 
of the gospel of Christ Jesus, forth from whose halls there 
shall pass ye'ar ,by year, going out into the 'gospel ministry 
and into business and professional life', young men and women 
who believe the Word of God, ~nd accept the supernatural 
revelation He 'hasl given to n\.en. I trust that, as a church, 
we shall 'bike a deeper, truer interest than ever before in Des 
Moines University. 

THE EDITOR RETURNS TO HIS DESK. 
As yet we have not 'had time to get our bearings. 

'-/lie have been away !hut a few weeks, but much has 
occurred ,during our alb-sence to, which we have Ibee~ 
unable to give a'ttention;. 'vVe reached Toronto from 
Engl·and Sund'ay mornin'g the 11th and left -for Des 
Moines Monday ev,ening the 12th, r'eturning to Toronto 
Sunday morning the 18th. 

Another me'eting of the Conventi'on of Ontario and 
. Quebec has veen held. At ,that me'eting, we. under­

stand several mor'e ,churches· were declared to be "out . , \ 

of harmony'" with the Conventi'on. 'Ve ·shaH Ihave 
something to say a'hout that 1ater~or, indeed, perhaps 
we may include our obs·ervations in the address which 
we are to give at the Convention ,in Hamilton next 
week. 

In addition to tha:t it wiH be nec·ess·ary for us -to deal 
with the Grand Ligne matter. ,-,.,r e ·inten-d'ed ·to write 
an article on this sU'bjoect from England, ibut found 
that we were without the denominational records neces­
sary to a prop,er analysis ot the maUer. We intend 
t-o 'examine into this matter very thoroughly, 'so that 
we may be fair-and, let us ·add, jus't, to all 'concerned. 

Another it-em of interest has been -the turning of 
the sod f,or ·the new MclVlast,er University. We have 
s'een photographs of the Chairman ,of the Board, our 
,one-time fellow-labourer, turning the firs't sod. We 
do n'Ot 'believe he realized what -he was doing. We 
have no doubt whatever that the photographs, as The 
Cml.adian Eaptist 0'£ this week tells us, will be of his­
toric interes't, hut when 'seen in the perspectiv'e of the 
vears, Mr. Albert Matthews will 'he found turning the 
first sod for Ithe digging of the deep grave in which 
Baptis,t testimony is to be bur·ied>. But we shall deal 
with this 'a litHe later. 

'0l-e have pleasure also in promi-~ing ·our, readers, 
?ome time ·in the ~uture, some articles dealing with 

(Continued on page 16.) 
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iarnis &trttt 
A Feast Where Love Presides 

. A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached In Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, June 10th, 1928. 

(Stenographically R.eported.) 

"He' brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love." So19mon's Song 2:1·4. 

Prayer Before the Sermon. night. At this evening hour we may all be made rich 
We invoke Thine aid, 0 Spirit of God, ~s we come to in Christ Jesus, and :sent .away from this place with a . 

worship Thee in the hearing of Thy Word. Save us new ro~e, and a new song In OUt; he~rts--n.aYt more than 
from the presumption of assuming that we have any that, wIth n.e~ hearts, new aSp!ratlOns, new hopes, and 
competency of our own to understand spiritual things: new expectatIons. Grant that It may be so. 
the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit It may be that just now there is a man who has, not 
-of God; and we c·ome this evening, many of us, as these prayed to-night, his heart has been shut and steeled 
whose natures 'have been quickened by the Spirit, and against Thee, and he has determined that he ·will go out 
have been made new creatures in. Christ Jesus. Not- as he came in. But Thou canst find him. Perhaps he 
withstanding Thou has made us by Thy grace, children has :been .runnin.g from before the Spirit of God, or seek- . 
of the household, we cannot unlock the treasures of wis- ing so to do; but Thou hast followed him acl'Oss' the roll-
dom which are laid up in this treasury of truth. OnJy ing tide, and here in a new, strange' land', and perhaps 
as He Who is the Spirit of Truth, and Who is ·the Author among stran.ger.s, he shall hear the same Voice that 
of the Book, 'shall lead us,' and open ,our hearts as the spoke to him in England, or perhaps in Australia, or in 
heart of Lydi'a was opened, shall we be alble to attend some distant part of this Continent; and Thou wilt make 
unto the things that are spoken. - Only <then shan the him to know that a man. cannot escape the presence of 
Word preached profit, for then only may it be mixed with God. Speak to him now, Iay hold upon him by '.l.'hy 
faith in those who hear it; for fai<th is Thy gift, and we grace. Graciously incline the he'arts of all Thy people 
cacrmot believe ·one whom we have never 'seen. Only as. afresh to worship Thee; and 'bring every unconverted 
His, glory. is unveiled to our wondering view, only as He soul lin this assembly to-night into right relationship with 
is pleased to introduce Himself to us, as Joseph intro- Thee, arid send us all away with Hallelujahs in our hearts 
duced himself to his brethren, can we know Him-Who because Thou hast made us joint-heirs with Christ, heirs 
He is, and 'what He is, and how worthy of the trust of of Glory. We ask it in His name. Amen. 
those whom He calls into His presence. Therefore, we 
pray that we may be made conscious this evening of the 
presence of .God. 

Alas, how few there are ,who come even to the house 
of God expecting to meet Him! How many come form­
ally to bow, and respectfully to hear His Word, without 
any expectation that the' .eyes of their heart will behold 
Him in the. mids,t. And yet if Thy W oId be true-and' 
venly it js true-Thou art with us this ev.ening, this 
place is filled with Thy presence; the Spirit of grace 
ano' ·of power is here to -open blind eyes', to unstop de·af 
ears, to enofranchise enfeelbled wills, to make those who 
are dead in sins to live again. How wo·nderful it is! 
We b.es-eech Thee·, 0 Lord, to permit us to miss none of 
the j-oy of it. none of the ,s'ati:sfaction which 'awa,its the 
believing soul. It may be that not a few have come into 
this ;place thIs evening bitter of 'spirit, they have lived 
long enriul!'h to suffer many disallusionmel'!"ts, to find the 
path of life strewn with- thorns; their 'hopes again and 
again have been disappointed, and. they are like N a-omi 
w'ho s·aid, "Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the 
Almighty hath 'dealt very bitterly with me." But, T·hou 
God o-f gr.ace, Thou dost not deal bitterly with 'an;y of us; 
for Thc>u hast loverl us with an everlasting love, and with 
loving kindness Thou hast drawn us'. How tenderly 
Thouhl:lst rlealt with us! W,hat long patience Thc>u 
hast had with everyone of us! W-hat a lon.g-suffering 
a.nd pa.tient Teacher Thou hast been! W'e come again 
this evening, Rome of us. to lp..arn again the loess,ons per­
hans of twentv ye'ars ago; for we have neglected ·our 
task; our minds have been occupied' with other things'. 
·It may he thllt .some 'have come to the eventide and still. 
they 'aJ;:e without the pale·: 'still they are not numbered 
among the children; still, instead of heing princes, they 
are paupers; instead of bei·ng heirs of ,glory, they are but 
hegogal"Sl at the King's gate. 0 Lord. draw' near to us 
this evenin!". May this be Thine hour! May this be the 
time when the Holy Spirit shall effectually call some who 
h.ave explored the uttermost limits of the far country, 
who h".ve tast!·d of the very dre'1s of life. We thank 
Thee for the ~ather's :house, we thank Thee for the 
bountif.ully 'spread talble, ·we thank Thee for the infinite 
provisip'l1. of grace. We 'are not straitened in Thee to-

I bring you an old, old, text. I may have addressed 
you some year·s ago from this text-I do not know 
whether I did or not, hut ,ev·ery word 'o/f God is as a 
deep well whose fulness is inexhaustible. We ·cal). 
a'lways come to the well f.or water, and find refresh­
ment. for our thirs,ty spir,its. The bride of the Son.g 
revels in the love of her beI-oved, and t'ells what he ,has 
done f.or her; that she 'has f.ound his table to be the 
table of a 'banqueting hous'e ; and that ·she i·s there not 
of her own choice, hut 'because he ibrougiht !her there; 
and that albove the place is the royal standard, his 
flag, :and the banner over her is love. 'iV'ould you not 
lfik'e -to he there? 'iV'ould not that be a good pIa'ce -to 
spe.nd the even!ng. and all the rest 'of your days? 

Let us look at fhese •. simple considerations this 
evening. 

I. 

It is verily true that ,by the grace of God ALL WHO 

COME 'ro CHRIS'l.' ARE BROUGH'l' IN'I.'O A BANQUE'I'ING 

HOUSE. 'vVhat meagre, impoverished, views of the sal­
vation of Christ s,ome p,eople have! In S'ome of our 
cities there are iridustrial homes ;for those who are 
out of w·ork, f.or th"ose wlho have ,but little, strength, 
where they are very plainly, and sometimes perhaps 
inadequately fed, wih·ere 'they si,t at bare taMes and 
receive enough to keep 'body and soul together. One 
wonders why anybody would desire to drag out a 
weary 'exi'stenc&. of that sort. And there are some 
people who seem to think that it was ,t,o make some 
such provision as that for hungry souls our. Lord Jesus 
came fr0111. the glory-just to. save us f1"'Om spiritual 
starvation, just to ·deliver us £1"'Om the pangs of hunger, 

e;' 

i 

" 
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and to' save,'Dur·,bankrupt'spirits frDm death; He has 
hadcompassiDn upon us and shown us 'a little heav-enly 
oharity. Some of us wDWI'd fain assume 'an atti~ude 
of independence and say, "NO', -thank yDU, I ,am not 
ready ,fDr such starvatiDn fare 'a:s that." 

There ,are some J)eDple whO' imagine that the way 
to' heay,en is ,the way '~f the third das's. I. met 'a man 
one day whO' tDJdme it did nDt make much difference 
WI~'at ),'DU believed. He said, "~ ,am not a Baptist, yDu 
know, but I guess we' -are 'all gDing the same w~y. DO' 

, Y9U nDt think s'O ?~' '''Yes'', I replied, "if youaI"e trust­
ing Christ. But I hav-e been Dn 'a train every ,car' Df 
which was gDing ,the 'sam'e way, ,but there were first, 
s'ecDnd, and thir,d-class 'cars. I want to' travel first­
class. I want to' haye tl~e best there ,is gDing. I want 
the best GDd oh-a's. It is nDt merely a matter '0.£ ,direc­
ti'Dn." He brDught me to' the banqueting hDus'e, to 
the hDuse 'Of wine, to' the hDuse of plenty, where there 
is always "Ibread' enDugh 'and to' spare". It wDuld !he 
a gl-oriDus thing ,t~ 'have enDugh Df anything, wDuld it 
not? I sometimes dream of having ,enDugh mDney f.Dr 
all that I ShDUld lik~ ,to' d'O, and I always start Dn a , 
very mDdest scate, and think of hDW little w'Ould dO'. 
But I never StDP until it is multiplied into the millions, 
and 11t~ndreds 'Of miUi'Dns'-and theli ,it is nDt enDugh. 
But He brings us intO' His 'banqueting hDu'se, and that 
which divine grace 'prDvi'des for redeemed sDuls is ade­
quate ,to s'a:tisfy the 'cDm.plex and manifDld desires of 
these natures of 'Ours. ' 

There is f'ODd fDr the' heart at' the table of the L:Drd. 
What dO' YDU gO' to' a fri,end',s !hDuse fDr when 'he, ;illV'ites 
YDU t'D dinn:er? Is it -fDr the ,dinner? N Dt a:tall; that 
is merely an incident; it :is ,an excuse really for getting 
together. That 'is why YDU la'~ies have adopted the 
Bnglish ha,bi,t OIf' the aftern'ODn tea: it is' nDt that YDU 
need 'it, but it .l,oDsens your t'Dngues, and makes 'a s'Ocial 
occasiDn of i·t. I am n'Ot suggesting that s'Ome Df y'Ou 
need suoh IDosening: yDU· might manage with'Out it! 
But that is why we exchange these 'cDurtesies. Vve 
are not pa'upers, and we d'O nDt gO' to' the hDuses of our 
fri'ends to' get sD'mething to eat. As a matter 'Df ·fact, 
it ~s 'notDur p'hysical'nature which there finds :satis­
fadiDn, b1}t we find in the exchange 'Df thDught" and ' 
in. the fell'Owship which is there enjDyed, t'hat which 
brings us f,ar greater satisfactiDn than the bread that 
peri-sheth. 

'1 am'IDneli'er than ever." I have. '~'eard peDple talk 
about the separ·ation 'Df yDung peDpIe whO' walked but 
a little while ~together, :and it is very 'sad. But when' 
a life partner:ship is 'brDken at the eveningtime, ,and 
,the man .or WDman is left -alone in late. afternDDn, it 1s 
still mDre 'sad. It ne'eds 5'Omething too fill the heart; 
you need another kind 'of table than ,any of YDur 
friends' ihous'es 'can provide. In the banqueting hDll'Se 
00£ which I 'speak the heart finds abiding satisfa:cti'On, 
fDr 'evenDur human friendships are renewed. You 
remember how TennysOon fDHow.ed his beloved Arthur 
into the glDry and said, 

"I 'trust he lives,in T;he,e, and there 
I finer him -worthi'er to' ,be l'Ove,d." , 

But we come to' an unfailing HDst Who Himself pro­
vides satisfactiDn: And, my brethren and sisters, these 
hearts of ours were made fDr GDd; nothing shom of the 
Infinite will ever' satisfy us; never until we are enter­
tained by the divine Lover Himself, and sit at His table, 
shall we know the joy of IDving and being loved. 

There is ,intellectual satisfaction here. It is a fine 
thing, iS'it not, to spend an hDur -with one whO' is like­
minded, one of similar tastes, one' of equal cDrrespond­
ence? I crossed the -sea during ,the war many times, and 
one time·I went in a convo.y. o.ur ship was the fastest ship 
Df ;the cDnvoy, the flag ship of abDut sixteen vessels. But 
we did not sail very rapidly, for we had to set our pace 
to' fit t'fi'e speed of the slowest vessel. And it is nDt al­
ways mentally exhilarating when y;ou have to' lag behind. 
You you~g people know the difficulty o.f that in SChDDr. 
W'hat a nuisance sDmetimes one. dull scholar is! But 
~hen we come here there is'room fot the mind's enlarge­
ment. Yo.u can satisfy the utmost reaches of your in­
tellect.' Back befDre the worlds were bDrn, .on into the 
immeasurable -future, you may stretch your ,sanctified 
iniaginations if you like, 'and from depth to height-oh, 
the dimensionsQf a Christian's life! Where do you live? 
In Toronto.? That is a little bit of a village" fDr any-, 
bDdy to live in! In Canada? A big place geog'raphic­
al,ly, but it is very smaH fDr any' mortal soul to. reside in. 
\Ve were no.t made fDr a little, narrow, cabin such as a 
l~tt1e wDrld like this, limited to time and sense: we were 
made ;to. be at home with GDd. What'did I 'read this 
evening, "For as the heavens are higher than the ea,rth" 
-He did nDt say the stars, but the heavens, beYDnd the 
stars-"as the heavens a,re higher than the earth, so are 
my way!! higher -than your ways, and my tho.ughts than But where can you find fDOd fDr the heart? 'Where 

can yoQur heart Ibe really, satisfi'ed? I shall 11tOt make 
light 'Df the j-DYS oQf .human affection. Blessed 'be God 
fDr 'aH the human (ell'OwSihips of life. vVe live inDur 
aff'ectioQns if we live at all, foQr '~a man's l'ife cDnsisteth 
not in the abundance of ,the things whic'h he pos~ 
sess'eth". It is the heart th~t ,'craves s'atisfactiDn, and 
tempDrarily sometimes it finds it. This is the m'Onth 
of June, and there. ate many who flatter themselves that 
this is the'mDnth in which they pass thrDugh the gates 
intO' 'paradise. 'And I 'hope they will al:1 find it. I 

, your thoughts.". 

. dDUbt nDt many will, perhaps, f.Dr many mart'yyears. 
But what I m;ean is this: ,there is a stranger: whO' 
comes and makes the ;home desolate 'and the ,chair 
emp,ty, and 'soQmetimes that means a v-ery empty woQrld, 
and the heart is hungry again f.Dr thDse whDm w'e have 
lDV~d lDng since' ,but IDSt a while'. And if ,there is 
nothing beyond that, the man 'or woman say-s, "It was· 
paradise f'Dr a while, but ,tl~e sha,dDw ca!ue and nDW 

I wonder if there is a little man' here-no, I might 
Dffend you if I put it that way,' I take YDU at yoUr own 
estimart:e and ask YDU if there is a big man here who has 
just graduated from college, or e}Cpects so ,to dO', whose 
professor told him ,th3lt this Book was outworn? Oh, the 
pity of that business! My brother, if you want to learn 
hDW to' think, if you want to push back the boundaries of 
life; if you want to' live intellectually, then think 'God's 
thoughts after Him. Do not allDw some little' midget 
Df a prof.essDr to cl1ain yDU down to mud and worms. 
We were made in the image and likeness of GDd, to be 
cDmpaniDns Df Deity, alid ,to' think Iwhat GDd thinks. 

You will find in the banqueting hDuse there is satis­
faction for Dur mDral natures; not only fDr heart and in­
tellect, but fDr cDnscience too. ' A -gDDd conscience is a 

, great aid to digestion. ' There are a great many peDple 
who need a clean cDnscience mDre than they need a doc-
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tor; literaNy ~f they were washed in the blood, and saved 
by His regenerating grace, and rightly. related to ~d and 
His laws, they would get well. Try 1t. I prescn~ .for 
you-I am a bit of a doctor myself. Take .!the t:?edlCJ!le. 
You will find ad: the table of the Lord there 1S satisfaction 
for the conscience, for the Lord has found a way, in 
His infinite wisdom, whereby He can feed and furnish 
bankrupt sinners with angels' food and without charge, 
withou;t money and without price. I wish I could find 
a hoter thwt would take me itron those terms. Sometimes 
about all I get is the bill! 

There is sa;tisfil.{:tion even for our physical natures 
too. I beHeve a man is not a man physically who is not 
rightly related to God and ''His universe, until he gets 
Christ in his heart. And we are not here for long. We 
shall lay these crumbling taherna:cles away some day,­
but there is nothing -in the Bib~e at all to teach us to make 
light of our 'bodies. Weare to keep our bodies and 
bring them into s,ubjeotion, and I read of "His glorious 
body", and of a day when we shall be fashioned like unto 
Him; when these bodies of our humiIiation, by His al­
mighty power, "in a moment, in the twinkling of 'an eye", 
will be fashioned like unto His glorious body, and we 
shall be like Him. We are going to have perfect bodies 
some day. They Wlill not ,be a1:1 alike. We shall not be 
troubled wath the monotony of unifo11Il1ity. Some people 
are so proud of themselves they would like to make 
everybody ov'er afte'r their image! I am glad they can­
not do it. It is', a fine thing to have a li,ttle variety in 
life, but there will be in every redeemed soul a re­
semblance to Jesus Chr.ist. When at last ,the feast is 
ended--.no, cit never shall be ended! How shall I put it? 
When the future courses ,are served-it is ,good enough 
now. I heard $OImeOne say, "If I never get ;to heaven 
I shall have to praise God for His grace here." That 
is true, but "if in this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all men most miserable." But the banquet is 
begun and it ·is a long Olle. How many ,courses there will 
be! Did you ever go to a banquet and wonder what 
it was all for-spoons, forks, and knives of vaAous sorts? 
I have been at many, and have sat in amusement to see 
who was going to be brave enough 11:0 start! And all the 
rest waited to see what ~omebody else did to make sur:e 
they themselves make no mistake! But those who are 
called ·to this ,banquet are divinely fitted for it, and when 
we have been there ten thousand y.ears-what is the old 
hymn,-

"vVhen we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun; 

We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we first begun." 

And when we have been there a million years we shall 
say to the Governor of the feast, "Thou hast kept the 
best wine until now. It is getting better and better all 
the time." 

Would you not like to be there? It is a .real banquet: 
forgiveness of sin, a aew robe-and that IS a conslder-J 
ation when you are invited out to dinner. I r·emember 
going to a friend's hguse to dinner one time. It was a 
very il1'fonnal affair, but there was one man who had 
put on ev·ening clothes. \iVhen the dinner was caned and 
we were going into the'dining-hall, he whispered to. me 
and said "I wish I had vour coat." He was a lIttle 
over-dre~sed, out of harmony, and uncomf<;>rtable with 

his sur:roundings. But in the banqueting-~ouse we shaH 
have robes divinely provided, everybody wI~1 be tastefully 
attired, reflecting the glory of the Host HImself. And 
on that 'bountifully provided board there will be enough 
to satisfy our natures redeemed to the likeness of God,-

"In him the tAhes of Adam boast 
More blessing than their fathers lost." 

And that day is coming when we shall be satisfied with 
His likeness. 

II. 

V,THA'l' IS THE WAY TO TIn: BANQuE'rING-HOUSE? I 
love to remember ,that saIvation, from beginning ;to end, 
in its provision, in its application, in: the oUhyorking of 
its principles, viewed from any pomt of VIew, ~very 
aspect of it: i,ts height, length, breadth, and depth, IS all 
of grace. There is not an infi.nitesimal element o.f hUII?an 
merit in ,it. If any of you thmk you have done anythmg 
to gel!: to the banquet, it is a mistake. He bo.ught you! 
I know of a dear oM lady who came to thIS country 
years ago. She was a minister-'s wife, and she went 
with her husband out calling on the friends. Somehow 
or another their provision. failed to satisfy her. There 
were a few little peculiarities that she had at home. and 
she used to take them along. But I wonder what we 
should do if we invited someone to our house, not to a 
banquet, but to a simp'le meal, and .they were to offer to 
pay us for it? It is <1:11 right eno~gh when you are keep­
ing 'a hotel or conduct111g a lboardmg-house, but when you 
are inviting a guesl!: .it is a grace on your part. S?, ~lY 
friends, when 'We come to the Lord Jesus, from beg111nmg 
to end, it is all of grace. "He brought me." 

Often, and perhaps most frequently, men are br?ught 
by the direct call of the Word of God. Some partl,cular 
passage of Scripture calls them. They. have heard it 
many times before, but there came a tnne when they 
heard it as they had never heard it before. There was 
a Voice in the word that laid hold upon them, and ,they 
responded. That is what the old theologians used to 
caLI "the effectual call of grace." But what made the 
diff~rence ? Why was it thad: at a particular time the 
vVord of God sounded in their ears and hearts and con­
sciences so that they could not silence it? T.hey had tp 
respond, "He brought me." 

." 

"Why was I made to hear Thy voice, 
And enter while there's room, 

vVhen ,thousands make a wretched choice, 
. And rather starve than come? 

" '1\vas the same love that spread the feast, 
That sweetly forced us in; 

Else we had still refused to taste, 
And per,ished in our sin." 

He brought us to the banquet-house by the call of His 
\Vmd. . 

Sometimes by affliction people m'e b·yought. Some 
people never pray until the rod of God is laid upon them: 
"Before I was afiliated", said David, "I went astray: but 
now have I kept thy word." Sometimes when the 
chastening rod is laid upon us it brings us to our senses. 
I a,lways feel that a funeral, occasion prowdes a great 
opportunity for preaching the gosp~1. I am never much 
concerned about pronouncing eulogIes upon the dead, but 
I do try always to speak a word that will make the way 
of salvation plain to the living, 'because heart.s are tender. 
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and sometimes in the midst of suffering people have an . 
ear for the things of (;ad. . 

If I were to a1sk 'some -of you this evening how 
you' were saved, where anld When and 'how you w~e 
C'onV'e·rted, you W'Ould! ,tell' me it was under a. ocertam 
man's ministry, or throU!gh the instrumentahty of a 
Sunday School teacher, or p'erhaps the example of 
a 'go'cl:ly father ·or mother, 'or a,~l 'oom~ined, and yo~ 
say "That is thow I was saved. No, It wa:s not: 1,t 
waJ~ heC'aulSe 'God used all these fhings. He Ibrought 
you: youdi,d 'not ,come qf yourself. 

. You remember 'how PhiHp 'came to Nathanad ,fuH 
of enthusiasm for his newly-found Friend, as ,he sup­
posed,: He'S'ai,d, "We have found him, 'Of Whom Mo'ses 
in ·fhe ,law, 'and the prophets, did write, Jesus of 
Nazareth." "Why," said ·this man, "can there any 
good thing come out of Nazareth?" Philip saith unto 
him, "Come and see. Let ·me introduce you to H~m." 
PhHip wa'S going ;proudly with his 'convert, taking him 
to' J esU's .. But ere he 'came into His immediate 
p'resence the Lord lpiointed to him and )said, "Behold 
an Israe1'ite indeed, in whom is no guile! Nathanae'i 
saith unto ihim, Whence kno'West thou me? Jesus 
answered and said un!to him, Before that Phil,ip 'c'a,tied 
thee when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw the'e." 
Phill~p thought he was hringing Nathanae'i to Christ, 

'but he w:as just a CI"ook in the hands of ·the Good 
Shepherd, which He hooked around Na'thana,el' and 
brought hi'm 00 His f.eet. And when at -la'st we come 
into 1!he banqueting-house we wonder for a while how 
'it hap:pened, untiil- we 'come to see that it wa's all of 
grace, it wa's His work from :beginning !to end. We 
neve~ could have come 'of ,ourselves j poor, lame, halt­
ing, limping, souls that we a,re, how cO'ul\-d we get to 
the banquetling-house? . 

You rememiber that sweet 'story in the Old Testa­
ment of ·the old man 'Whose 's·ons went for a vi'sit to 
a· far country to buy bread? They 'came back with 
a ·strange s'tory .of a great man wlhG wa's governor 
of the land. By and Iby w'hen th~ sac~s were empty 
the' o\ld man said, "Go again into Egypt and buy 'cor-n." 
They were afra,lid to gO' ,becaU'se the governor had laid 
down s-uchexa'cting conditi.ons, but 1!hey went. When 
they came Iback t!hey toM tihe ,story' of a wonderful 
banquet at whic'h they had 'been entertained. They 
s'aid "vVe were entertained bv the llOrd of the land: 
Wh~n we went ·in we f'Ound that 'ail our places were 
assigned at the table, a:nd we were all a·rranged about 
his table in the 'order ,of our :bir,th. He 'seemed to 
k,now rui'1 there was to know ahout .us. vVe had had . 
a shr'ewd 'suspicion alii the tilme fhat he knew a good 
deal, and 'he made us tell him all. At ,la-st 'We flOund 
out who he was; 'and, fat!her, ,it is 'your own well-' 
beloved J O'seph who is governor 'of aH ,the -I'and; and 
he said;-'Has'te ye, and go up. to my father,and tell 
him of all my glory in the land of Egypt, 'and 'of all 
that ye·'have se~l1. And ye s'hall hring down my {ather 
,hither.' 'VIle had a great banql1'et, father, and Joseph 
ha's sent to say .that 'he wants you to 'come too. He 
says fhere are ·other years of fa~ne, anld tlhat we .al!l 
need hi,ril, and that we cannot hve apart I£~om 'hIm, 
and that he wants us to live in hi.s 'house as members 
of his fami'ly." The old man 'said, "That 'cannot be 
true; that is too good to be true." Then you remember 
they "tQld him aU the words :of Joseph, which he had 

said unto them: and when 'he saw the wagonswlhich 
Joseph had sent to ·carry 'him, ,the spiri.t of Ja,c·OIb their 
f~ther 'revived." Jacob said, 'On seeing fhe wagons, 
"'Dhat ,is 'another story, ;tha,t is jl1'st lik'e Jo'seph. I 
knew if it were Joseph he wp-uld not ask fhi,s :pOlor old 
ma'n to make his way .by camel aU the way ,to Egy,prt. 
But he ,has sent !to ibring me ,into fhe banqueting­
house." And no ·one of us would ever have got into 
the 'banquet Ij,f he had not sent for ·U'S. "The ,chariots 
of God are ,twenty thous'and, even thousands of 
angels."-"He :brought me." 

Those 'of us who 'are ,Christians--how many' of ·UB 

are Chris'tians? (A large !showing of hands). That 
i:s fine. How many of yO'U hrought yourselves, 'i's 
there anyone? No, o:f course not. He brought us; 
that is why we are here. And so I ,come to the poorest 
rna'n, and the 'lamest man, and .the weakest man, arid 
the oldest man, and the man 'compass'eo with aU kinds 
of infirmities, and tell you that if you are wiH~ng,­
if you will but respond to' His 'can-and' He will he'ip 
you to respond-He will'bring you into the banquet­
ing-house. y.ou do not need to leave'the seat 'Where 
you a're -sitting, you 'ca'n be 'saved where you aTe. 

III. 
"And his ,banner over me was love." You have 

seen the royal standard fly,ing over WindsOr' Caostle 
or Buckingham Palace, have you not? You ·can a1:ways 
tel'1 when t}1e King i:s home. When ,there is no fla'g 
there you kno~ His'Majesty is e'ls'e,v'here, ,hut When­
ever he is inside, the royal standard is flying 'Over the 
pala'ce. Something like that is intended. in this text. 
His b'anneJ:", when .He comes ,to, reside,' is thrown 

. to the breeze; a !standard by whic'h His ,presence 
is adver'tised is over the house. And what is, tit? 
Not the royal purple merely, 'but His banner over­
us i,s -love. "The fruit ,of the Spirit is love." Do you 
hate peOiplle? . Then you 'are a pretty poor s-amp'le of 
a Christian. Do you love ever-ybody? That doe's not 
mean 'that you need to ibe 'one ·of these 'mushy, soft, 
sort of persons; it does not make a Salem Bland of 
you, with aU his blasphemy. No, it makes you strong 
t'O :rebuke error, and g,iv'e's Y01,l a oountenance like 
adamant in the face 'of the ellemies of your Lord. 
But "the lov'e of God -is ~ed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost which ·is given 'untO' us" j and the· 
presence of tihe King wiH be manifested by the ia,ct 
that the 1"OyaI ,standard flies, and His 'banner over U'S 
is 'love. Oh, that we might be wrapped about with 
its gra-oious 'foIds divine, t'hat we might go £rom this. 
place es.taoblished in the assurance voiced in th~'s (very 
cihapter, and a:ble to say, "My ,beloved is mine, and 
I am His." May the Lord bless us everyone. 

LAST SUNDA ~ IN JARVIS STREET. 

Notwthstanding the wet morning the attendance at the· 
School was 1,117. At toe morning service Rev. E. A. Brown­
lee delivered the address appearing In this issue, after which 
the Pastor 'spoke briefly of Des Moines University. At the· 
beginning of the service the Pastor baptized four candidates. 
The Pastor preached at the evening service to a full congre­
gation, and baptized foul" candidates. Seven' responded to' 
-the invitation at the morning servic:, and ten in the evening_ 
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These two pages (12 and 13) are the Authorized Official Organ of The Union 'of Regular Baptist Churches of 
Ontario and Quebec .. 

W. GORDON BROWN, Editor. 
Address all communications for these two pages to Rev. W. Gordon Brown, B.A., Orangeville, Ont. 

NEXT WEEK 
A real convention, pr.esided over by the Holy Spirit of God, 

will be in many respects like the one reported for us in the 
15th chapter of Acts. Our strong hope and earnest prayer 
is that such may be that to be held, D.V., in Hamilton next 
week. 

When the Convention was held at Jerusalem, one :feature 
was the receiving of reports from missionaries and ministers 
of the Word, telling of the wonders which God had wrought 
through them. Our ,Conv:ention wiU hear- of the work being 
carried on in the name of 'Christ in our regular churches, on 
summer fields, in our Seminary and now also upon the foreign 
f~ . 

Another item of interest in the first Regular Baptist Con­
vention of Acts 15, was the discussion of difficulties and the 
formulation of ·plans for the future. We expect a frank dis­
cussion of our difficulties and our plans in our mee·ting to-
gether. . 

A very prominent thing in that first Convention also was 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit. When the official report 
went out, it· said, "It seemed good to the HO'ly Ghost and to 
us." For this let us fervently pray! We must seek what 
seems good! to the "Holy Ghost and reco'gnize that as good 
for us .. 

A del~gate who attended the meeting of the Baptist Oon­
V'ention of Ollltario and Quebec, recently held in James St. 
Baptist Church, Hamilton,. was telling us· recently that it was' 
the deadest he· ever attended. He saJid! that a sample of its 
spirit was ·seen when Rev. Dr. Harry Stilwell during the dis­
cussion a:bout the ex,pulsion of the thirtee.n churches from 
that COD'V'ention, rose and' said that they had had' legal advice, 
'an!! he thought the Convention ought to accept the same!· We 
shall seek spiritual advice, we trust! 
• So let every church plan to send a full quota of delegates. 
'Where there are ten or more "Regulars" in a church which 
does not belong to the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of 
Ontario and Quebec, let them meet(; together and elect repre~ 
:sentamves. 

The meetings are to be held in the Stanley Ave. Baptist 
Church. Ah, what memo,ries the' mention of a Convention in 
Stanley Ave. brings to mind! 

A subtle and unsettling address by the newly appointed 
modernistic 'Profes1so·r! Solemn protest by those who felt 
"their first Ioyalty to be, not to. McMaster University, but to 
the truth of God! Very warm ddsCiUssion! Temporary vic­
"tory for those who have now earned for themselves the title 
oOf "Mars,hallites"! We tru'st the're, wiH be as much interest 
'at t1i.e forthcoming meeting in Stanley Ave. a's there was the 

, 1ast time we gathered there for a Convention, but we are 
glad: that the·re will be no repetition of unscriptural views,' 
'and that our :Ilellowship will not he broken by those who con­
sider certain Co~vention authorities to he right no matter 
what they do. 

Remember that the dates are November 27-30. Let those 
who require billets s'end at once to Mr. C. A. Challens, 475 
Dundurn St. S., Hamilton. . 

* * ... 
OUR MISSIONARIES TO LIBERIA 

A letter was recently rec·eiv-ed from our miss.ion~ries. Due 
to unexpected delays·, they did not s'ail from England! for 
Liberia until November 14th. This proposed date should 
bring them to Cape Palmas ·by December 4th. Whdle they 
we're in EngJand, our good Dr. Shields and they had 'a con­
ference toge,ther. Says. brother Lewis,: "We v:ery much en­
,joyed our visit with Dr. Shields. .What a gia.nt of a man in 
almost ev-ery w~y! The closer view of him thus afforded 
re'V'ealed to me much of the· greatness of the character and 
strength of this man of God." Our missionaries will by this 

·time he ,on the high seaS', s.ailing on a coastal v-essel, which is 
allowed to take only twelve passengers, but for which their 
tickets cost 32 pounds; 2' shillings ·each. They ask that 

'special prayer be made for them as they proceed, particularl:Y 
that the Liberian Government may cause them no delay, and 
that they may be kept in health. 

* * ... 
TIMMINS, ONTARIO 

Rev. Modey' Hall, a Y'0ung man of unusual gifts as· a 
preacher, is the Baptist pastor in Timmins, Northern Ontario. 
He has be~n there for six years, during which time there have 
been scores of conversions and over ninety baptisms. He says 
of the work in the north that "we seldom g~t converts, with­
out .red-hot conviction, and such, as you know, usually resuLts 
in regene;rateod souls." During his pastorate the work, which 
was started. as a Home Mission Church, became self-support­
ing in less than two years,. and the congregation has invested 
over $8,000 .in the church property. Anniversary Services 
were held on Sunday,' October 28th, and the three nights 
following. The special preacher was Rev. Fred· Kendal, our 
Jewish missionary, who spoke to large' and appreciative' 
audiences. 

* ' 
FENELON FALLS 

We rejoice tt> hear that the Fenelon Falls Ba.ptist Church, 
of which Rev. Mr. Carew is the faithful pastor, has recently 
made application for membership in our Union. 

* * ... 
FREELTON,ONTARIO 

Rev. R. D. Campbell baptized: two young people on Sunday 
morning, November 11th, in the Flamboro Centre' Church. 
The Saturday evening befo·re, our GOS'Pel car, with six Sem­
inary students, ca11ed on the, pastor., and toge,ther they had 
an open-air service in his' village, when a good'ly number 
he'ard the' message. 

*. * 
WALSH, ONTARIO , 

On Friday, November 9th, a Re'gular Baptist Church was 
organized in the vHlage of W~lsh, tholigh with a small mem­
bership. The church has taken the name, Faith Regular Bap­
tist Ohurch of Walsh. 

Mr. Oscar Bo·om.er, wht> is carrying on the work in tMs 
·place,.also conducts f.ine prayer meetin.:gs, att~nde.d by twenty 
to tliirty-five, and a Sunday Scho,ol with an attendance of 
about ft>rty, i.n the adjacent villa'ge of Nixon. 

* ... .* 
MIMICO, ONTARIO 

Mr.. J. Maitland Jones recently took ove'r the pastorate of 
Immanuel Regular Baptist Church, a work organi~d f.or a 
part of the d~strict of Mimdco, where only one other· church 
exists'. Although the membership is smaH, they have pur­
chased' a Ib1l'ild~n:g lot. The plan is to erect only the basement 
of their 'building at first. For the winter mo,nJths, however, a 
store has been rented. Every Tuesday even~ng a service is 
held in the home of one of the membeTs, who lives at the 
ed'ge of the district. There' the neighbors are gathered in and 
the room ds weH filled:. 'Dhrough these meetings one Y'0ung 
man has sUTTel1d!ered to the Lord. Som~ few weeks ago his 
brother professed! conversion. Remember this needy work in 
your prayers. 

THANKSGIVING RALLY· 
"The Thanksgiving Conference of the F.B.Y.P.A. (Toronto 

Distr.ict) waS' held in the Christie Street Baptist Church. 'Dhe 
church was full ft>r the afternoon seS'sion, when Mr. S. White, 
of Brantford, representillig the provincial organization, spoke 

for a definite study of the great fundamentals of our faith. 
The Rev. Frank Holliday, also gave a stirring message Calling 
our young people out to real service for the Master. 

"The evening session was conducted: by Dr. Leon Tucker 
and his party of Musical Messengers.. The church was 

crowded' to capacity and the pre's'ence of the Lord was deeply 
felt. The Music·al M.essengers were never better,:,.and! Dr. 
Tucker's me'ssage on Elijah was of the Lord. A t the close 
of the 'session Dr. Tucker made an appeal for young people to> 
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give themselves whol,Iy Gver to the leader.ship Gf the· Holy 
Spirit. AbGut thirty young people respond'ed to the inowta­
tion, for whom WJeI praise God."-IS. LaWfence, President. 

* * * 
EVANGELIST MciNTYRE 

Rev. Niel ,MeIntyre is holdiDJg' special services in the Mount' 
Pleasant Rd. Baptist Church, of which Rex. Alex. Thomson is 
pasrtGr. The evangelist is an accomplished pianist, a fine 
soIGis'il, and! above_all a gifted preacher. Pray fGr God's bless­
ing on these meetings. 

PENNSYLVANIA BAPTIST-BIBLE UNION 
This union recently held its fifth annual session in Mount 

Pleasant, Pa. A good representation -of the brethren of the 
Clarian - Orth{)dox Association' was present. One of the 
speakers was Dr. Wayman, President of pes'Moines Univer­
sity. It was declared that this' meeting was the best yet held 
in that state by the organization. 

BUTLER, PA. 
Rev. J. ,J. Va",ngord'er is carrying on a splendid wor-k in the 

FiTst Baptist Church of Butler, Pa. At the business meeting 
for the quarter ending OctO'ber 31st it was sh{)wn that almost 
$1,200 h~d bee·n received during the past thTee months fo.r 
mis·sions. Their offerings for missioBs during the yast year 
were only $500 .short of the entire amount ,given to missions 
iby all the churches of a neaI'lby as·sociation. This church give~ 
its money Gnly to the support of those who stand for 'the full 
truth of the Gospel. 

EVANGELICAL BAPTISTS IN FRANCE 
Pasto·r Robert ,Dubarry is president of the evangelical As­

sociation of French Speaking Baptist Churches, with head:' 
quarters at Colombes (Seine), France, which stands on the 
same doctrinal 'basis' as our Union. These French churches 
have taken their stand, severing them,selves from what are 
called the official Baptists in France, even at the cost of great 
sacrifice. A thorough work is being oarried {)n, u,nder the 
president, Rev. Robert D,ubarry. 

* * .-
, EMMANUEL, MONTREAL' 

Rev. A. Turkington has res'ignedi the pastorate of Em­
manuel Regular Baptist Church, Montreal. Rev. C. H. Leggett 
is suppIying for some SundaY's'. Tw·o have recently professed 
conversion under his ministry there. 

HERE AND THERE 
We ~hear that there 'have 'been several professions of faith­

of late :onde'r the ministry of Rev. H. A. Ackland at the Hes-­
peler Baptist Church. 

One y{)ung lady, conveil'ted under the ministry of Rev. 
Anthony Ze{)li, was baptized at the Orangeville Baptist 
Church last Sunday. 

AN EVENT OF HISTORIC Il'O'EREST. 
1ST ANNUAL CONVENTION 

UNION OF REGULAR BAPTIST CHURCHES OF 
ONTARIO AND QUEBEC 

Stanley Avenue Regular Baptist Church, 
HAMILTON, Ontario, 

N ovemlJer 27th to 30th, 1928; , 

The evening services, except Tuesday, wiD he broadcast over 
CHML (341 wavelength) as fol1ows: Wednesday, 8.00 to 9.30; 
Thursday, 8.00 to 9.00; Friday, 8.00 to 10.30. . 

,PROGRAMME 
November 27th. 

10 a.m.-Board Meeting. 
'2 p.m.-Meeting for Ministers. 

Prayer and Praise. 
Statement of Pastors' and, Peoples' Conferences. ' 
DIscussion of future plans. 
Address by Rev. W. L. Pettingill, D.D • 

. ) 

7.30 p.m.-SoDJg' Service. 
DevGti{)nal Service led iby Rev. Clifford J. Loney. 

8.00 :p.m.-1st Co~vention S~s:"o-n, Rev. T. T. ,shields, D.D., 
Preslident, presIdmg. ' 

, Appointment of Committees: 
Committee of Scrutineers. 
-Committee of Nominations. 
Committee on ArrangemenJts. 

Introd-ucti{)n of new Pastor-s and newly-ordained 
Ministers. ' ' 

Address, by. Rev. W. L. Pettingill, D.D. 

November 28th. ' 
. 9 a.m.-Prayer Meeting. 

Devotional Service led illy ~v. J. G. COll!ll.()r. 
.' 9.30 a.m.~2nd Convention Session, Rev. Clifford J. Loney, 

Vice-President, presiding; , , 
~nsideration,of Tentative Constitution. 
Report on Ministerial Superannuation Fund. 
Discussion of action of the Superannuated :M:inis-

.. tel's' Board of the -Baptist Convention of 
Ontario and Quebec. ' 

2 p.m.-Devotional Service led by Rev" H. W. Bower. 
3rd Convention Sessi{)n,. Mr. Thonfas Urquhart" 

Vice-President, presiding. 
Report of Rev. A. St. James on French Evangelism 

" al).d the action of the Grande Ligne Mission 
Board regarding 'St. Paul's Baptist Church. 

Report on Jewish Missions. 
Message on Jewish Missions by Rev. W. L. Pettingill, D.D. 

7.30 p.m.-Devotional Service. , 
4th Convention Session, Rev. T. T. Shields, D.D." 

the President, presiding. 
Address by Rev. W. L. Pettingill, D.D. 

November 29th. 
9.00 a.in.~Devotional Service. 
9.30 a.m.-5th Convention Session, Rev. T. T. Shields, D.D., 

the President, presiding , 
Report on British Columbian Western Missions. 
Election of ConvenJtion Officials. 
Report of Enrolment Committee. 
Discussion "Union Baptist Witness." 

2.00 p.m.-Devotional Service. ' 
6th ~nvention Session, Rev. Clifford J. LODeiY, 

Vice-President, presiding. 
Report on Home Mi-ssdons. 
Discussion re Horne Missions. 
Report ()n Young People's work 'and discussion with 

reference t{) a Summer Bible Conference 
7.30 p.m.-Song and Devotional Service. 

7th Convention Session, Mr. Thomas Urquhart, 
Vice-President, presiding. 

Presidential Address-Rev. T. T. Shields, D.D. 

November 30th. 

9.00 a.m.-Prayer. 
'Devotional Sei-vice. ' 

9.30 a.m.-8th Convention Session, Rev. Clifffford J. Loney, 
Vice-President, presiding. , 

Educational Report-T{)ronto Baptist Seminary­
Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.D .• Dean. 

Report of the Women's Missionary Society. 

2.00 p.m.-Devotional Service. 
9th Convention Sessi{)n, Rev. T. T. Shields, Presi­

dent, presiding. 
Foreign Mission Report. 
Unfinished Business. 

7.30 p.m.-Song and Devotional Service. 
10th Convention Session, Mr. Thomas Urquhart, 

Vice-President, presiding. -, . 
Address by Rev. T. T. Shields, D.D. 
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<nualll' fur t~t Altar lJitrt 
By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.:Q., Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

Sunday, November 25th. 
The Cross of Christ a Fact.- . I Corinthians 11:'11:1-11 

In the message of the gospel we have a fact, a certain 
fact, a most famous fact-the fact of our Lord having been 
crucified. Everything relating to Christ is worthy of 
remembrance. of meditation and repetition. His life of 
infinity and stainless beauty. his words of divine revelation 
and grace. His works of power and pity. all should be 
pondered and made known-but this fact-that He was 
crucified. stands supreme. It is an awful and shameful fact. 
Jesus the Chl'ist stoops to the shameful cross. He is stripped. 
nailed upon the wood. and lifted up between heaven and 
earth to die in anguish and in the full gaze of His enemies. 
'l'his fact of horror. of darkness. and of blood; this fact all 
undecked was the fact proclaimed by Paul. To tne Jews it 
is a stumbling block. They cannot get over it. It lies like a 
barrier right athwart the track of their thought. it "throws 
all their reckoning into confusion." To the Greek this 
message is "foolishness". It offends the mental pride. as a 
piece of absurdity. And yet this fact is "according to the 
scriptures"-l Cor. xv:3. It was not an accident. It took 
place exactly as God had foreknown it would and exactly as 
He had typified and predicted. The scriptures abound with 
types of this great fact. and with words' of sure prediction of 
the fact. But even the constant readers of the scriptures did 
not see these things. But 'the fact of Christ crucified is 
something vastly deeper than mere physical dying. It in­
volve'S a painful sense of moral distance from God in His 
essential holiness. The cry "My God. my God. why hast 
Thou forsaken me?" tells us that God-in-Christ was under­
going an' awful sense of abandonment from God in His 
essential holiness. 

Monday. November 26th. 
The Cross of Christ a Doctrine.- II Corinthians '11:14-21 

But the message of the gospel involves a doctrine. The 
fact requires an explanation. What is the meaning of it? It 
was an awful tragedy-but we find that it was much more. 
It was an expression of human sin at its worst. It was on 
the part of Jesus an act of wonderful devotion to a noble 
cause. But that does not explain it. We are constantly told 
in Scripture--which is our only guide on these high themes 
-that this death of Christ on the cross was a sacrifice for 
sins; that it is God's answer to the ancient question of Job. 
"How can man be just with God?" It teUs us that one died 
for many-the just for the unjust-to bring them to God. It 
tells us that "He who knew no sin was made sin for us that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in him.'" It 
tells us that "He was made a curse for us ... • It tells us that 
salvation is secured for sinful men by that death upon the 
cross at Calvary. It tells us that God spared not His own 
Son. but delivered Him up for us all. It tells us that as the 
lamb was slain by Israel in Egypt and its blood sprinkled 
on the lintel and side posts of the houses to secure Israel 
from the destroying angel. so Christ is the Lamb of God who 
ibeareth away the sin of the world; that Christ our passover 
is sacrificed for us, and we are redeemed by His precious 
blood. It tells us that as the uplifted serpent in the-wilder­
ness meant healing and life for all who looked to it. so Christ 
was lifted up upon the cross that whosoever believeth in Him 
should have eternal life. We find then that the cross of 
Christ is not only a fact. but a great doctrine. It proclaims 
forgiveness and justification for sinful men. It tells of 
sanctification. and peace. and victory, and glory everlasting 
for those who rest their faith there; that Christ crucified is 
the ground of a sinner's trust and secures his full salvation. 

T,uesday, November 27th. 
The Cross of Christ a Revelation.- Isaiah lii:13-15 

Isaiah liii:1-12 
Christ crucified is a divine revelation. What a revelation 

01 God we have at the cross of Christ. 
It is an amazing revelation of the holiness of God. We 

see something of the divine holiness in the law of God, but 
tnere is no plll:ce where the- amazing glory of the holiness of 

God shines out like the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
the:fe we feel that we must "take off our shoes'" from off our 
feet, because there in a verry special sense is holy ground. A 
deep stillness creeps over the soul as we approach the cross; 
"we are instinctively sensitive that we are very near the 
great white throne, and that there in the supreme revelation 
of sacrifice we have a supreme revelation of the eternal 
holiness." We see also the justice of God there as nowhere 
else. The One on who)ll oui· eye rests there is none other· 
than the eternal Son of God, but as He has sin upon Him 
even He must die. "Awake 0 Sword, against the! man that is 
my fellow, smite the Shepherd." "It pleased the Lord to 
bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief." The inflexible 
justice of God shines out in the cross more wonderfully than 
even dn the pains of hell. 

If so the )'llace to see that glorious sight is at Calvary's cross~ 
But what shall we say of the divine lO'l1e'l "Herein is love. 
not that we loved God, but that ,he loved us and sent his Son 
to be a propitiation for our sins." The fact of the love of 
God certainly shines out with a full and steady light; but the 
wonder of it is beyond the power of words to describe. See 
the Person who is given to suffer and die, see the condition 
of heart and life of those for whom He dies, the degraded 
hateful state of many, and then see the love, the miracle of 
love that yields up His Beloved One to die for them.' What 
a view,of'GQd the 'cross affords! 

Wednesday. November 28th. 
~l'he Cross of Christ ~ Pro'l1ision.- I C01-inthians 1 :18-31 

Christ crucified supplies a divine provision. The provision 
which is made for man in the great fact of "Christ crucified" 
rises far above the ideas of man. In Paul's day. as through 
all the age, some men asked for a "sign"-they wanted a man 
who would do something wonp-erful. They wanted a miracle, 
and something to look at. They wanted a visible sacrifice and 
a priest. There are many who want this still. They want 
a religion which appeals to the senses, and a religion which 
consists in certain acts which may be supposed to bring, in 
some magical fashion, spiritual blessings. The craving for 
an ornate! ritual, for aesthetic services is of, the same spirit. 
But the apostolic answer to this craving "for a sign" is very 
clear. "We preach Christ crucified"-the simple glory of the 
message of Christ crucified is the divine answer to the crav­
ings for sensuous worship. There were others-Greeks­
who sought after "Wisdom". They wanted philosophy, argu­
,ment. abstract principles, eloquent displays. And again Paul 
gave the divine reply, viz., "Christ crucified." There is the 
same craving still on the part of many. They seek the 
"intellectual", or an "ethical gospel", which often means 
morality without Christ. Some ask for a "social gospel", 
which may mean "largely to turn the pulpit into a Sunday 

. supplement of the daily newspaper". The cry for "wisdom" 
asks us to turn the pulpit into "a lecturer's rostrum, or a 
politician's platform." We must answer resolutely with the 
word, "we preach Christ crucified"-this is the divine pro­
vision for man. This may not me'et the wishes of man, but 
it meets his need. and this is the divine consideration. It goes 
to the heart of things. It provid,es pardon and cleansing for 
the foulest, and this is the glory of the provision that it 
actually brings the pardon and cleansing to the trusting soul. 
Oh! how full is this great word "Christ crucified"! 

Thursday, November 29th. 
The Cross of Christ subdues men.- Luke 1I:1I:iii:39-49 

The word of the cr9SS has wondrous power to subdue men. 
Dr. H. C. Mabie tells an experienCe! of the late Dr. J. 
Chamberlain of the American Reformed Church, who 
laboured for a half-century as a missionary in India. At one 
time Dr. Chamberlain found .himself with some native helpers 
within a walled city in the Nizam's kingdom of Hydrabad., 
The city was full of Brahmin priests and Mohammedan 
zealots. On discovering the Christian missionary in their 
midst they ordered him to leavE!' the place at once; and a, 
rabble had been excited to stone him. Dr. Chamberlain. 
however, bravely faced the mob and spoke thus, "Brothers, it 
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is not to revile your gods that I have coine this' long way. I 
have come with a royal message from a King far higher 
than your Nizam. I have come to tell you a story sweeter 
than mortal ear ever heard before." He suggested that as 
the multitude did not care to hear they should step back a 
little while he told the story to five men who seemed wishful 

. to hear. He began in subdued tones, quoting from their 
Vedas and poets, words that .tell of conscious sin and which 
ask how the heart can be made pure. Then he told the story 
of stories, the love of God, the truth of Jesus, His life, and 
words, and healing work. Gradually he raised his voice till 
all the crowd could hear as he told 'of the Saviour's rejection, 
of the scene of Calvary, of the awful cry, "My God, my God!" 
of the burial, and the resurrection morn. Tears began to 
fall from the eyes of the mob, and then folding his arms, he 
said, "Now I have finished my story. You may stone me. I 
will make no resistance." Would they stone him then? No! 
No! They longed to know more, they bought every book he 
had that told of Jesus and His love, and begged him to 
forgive them for the insults they had heaped upon him. 

Friday, November 30th. 

The Cross of Ckr.ist saves 'lnen.- . Ac~s xvi:16-4(l· 
The word of. the cross has wondrous power to save men. 

Christ crucified is the Ark which actually saves from the 
waters of Judgment. It is the sprinkled blood which really saves 
from .the destroying angel. It is the City of Refuge in which 
the poor manslayer is perfectly safe. Bunyan tells us of this 
in his own beautiful way. Says he, "Now I saw in my dream 
that just· as Christian came up to the cross his burden loosed 
from off his shoulders and fell from off his back, and began 
to tumble, and so co'ntinued to do until it came to the mouth 
of the sepulchre, when it fell in and I saw it no more. Then 
was Christian glad and lightsome, and said with a moving 
heart He has given rest by His sorrow, and life by His 
death." 

Saturday, December 1st. 
The C"oss of Chri.st sanctifies men.- Hebrew x:l0-25 

The message~of Christ crucified has great power to produce 
holiness. This message is the "power of God unto--right up 
to salvation." It is the power of God to produce sanctification 
and beauty of life. It is indeed a mighty dynamic here. 
Listen to David Brainerd's words concerning his work 
amongst the North American Indians. He says, "I never got 
away from Jesus, and Him crucified, and I found that when 
my people were gripped by this great evangelical doctrine of 
Christ and Him crucified, I had no need to give them instruc­
tion about morality. I found that one folfowed as the sure 
and inevitable fruit of the other." "I find my Indians begin 
to put on garments of holiness, and their common life begins 
to be sanctified even in a trifle when they are possessed by 
the doctrine of Christ and Him crucified." Yes, that is the 
mighty power of God to produce holiness. John Wesley tells 
of a visit he pard to Newcastle. He says he thought he had 
never noticed such wickedness, such blasphemy, such cursing, 
such swearing, even from the mouths of little children. 
"Surely this place is ripe for the Maste·r" flays Wesley. 
And what shall he preach to these degraded and filthy. souls? 
His message was from Isaiah 53: "He was wounded for our 
transgressions; he was bruised fOl' our iniquities." The 
result was complete moral transformation. Of the white­
robed ones before the Throne we read, "These are they who 
came ou,t of great tribulation and washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are 
they before the throne of God." 

Reading by T. I. Stockley. 
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Lesson 51. Fourth. Quarter. December 16th, 1928. 

COMPLETE IN CHRIST. 
Lesson Text: Colossians 2. 
Golden Text: "Rooted and built up in him, and stablished. 

in the faith as ye have been "taught, abounding therein 
with thanksgiving." (Col. 2 :7). 

I. THE STRIVING OF PAUL (vs. 1-7). 

1. In the Joast' verse· of ·the previous· chapter the apostle 
refers to a certai-n striving on 'behalf of the Colossians and 
in this chapter he continues the ,su;bj-ect. False teachers, were 
at work seeking by a sutbtle philosop'hy to lead the saints 
astray and Paul was greatly ·exercised thereby. He was 
engaged in a great conflict, or s1a'iving on their behalf, (v. 1). 

. Such striving was that of the spirit,.with care and symp'athy 
for those· who were in dange·r, leading to earnest interces'sion 
on their !behalf.· 2. The expressed purpose of the apostle 
in this, concerned the enrichment of their Christian experi­
ence, and their protection from enemies. His de'sire was 
"that their hearts might be comforted", '01' "cheered", (v. 2). 
Encouragement in conflict is ibeneficial and a cheerful spirit 
can better sustain the trials (If life. 3. Proceeding, he 
refers to certain other phases of a blessed experience as 
"tnit together in love·" a condition (If unity with love as· the 
welder; "unto all riches of the full a'ssurance of understand, 
ing", having certainty in the possession of the truth; "to· the 
acknowledgment of the mystery of 'God", etc., to attain to 
the full knowledge ·of God's truth in Chris-t; (See 1:27), "in 
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and: knowledge," 
(v. 3). Christ is the great storehouse in which are hidden 
all the riches of wisdom a'nd knowledge. 4. Paul. gives this 
teaching in orde·r to prevent their being led astray by false 
te·achers, (v. 4). He was absent from them in the flesh yet 
present with them in the spirit and rejoiced over their stead­
fastness in the faith, (v. 5). He then counsels them ·to· live 
in vital union with Ohris,t, to "walk in Him", (v. 6), to live 
in touch with Hhh always and in His power liv·e to please 
Him, "l'ooted" in Him, (v. 7), thoroughly converted, havi!llg 
His life· within, "built up in him", signifying definite growth 
in the Ohristian l-ife, "a·nd stablished in the faith" or "con­
firmed in the truth" with the ,spirit of thanksgiving permeat­
ing the life. Note Paul's love for souls,. his, intense prayer 
life and his joyous Christian' experience. 

II.. THE DEITY OF CHRIST (vs. 8-15). 

1. This paragraph begins with: a warning. The· Colossians 
are to ":beware" or "take care" les·t s'omeone make spoil of 
tll·em through philosophy or idle fancies, (v. 8). 'I'he picture 
is that of pe'l.'sons taken prisoner and led ·along by someone, 
even such is the condition of all who are led astray by false 
teachers. The philosophy referred to d,epreciated Christ s·o· 
the apostle sets forth His true character and position. "In 
him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily", (v. 9). 
The whole unbounded power:s of the Godhead are in CbJrist, 
and we know God through Him. His absolute Deity is thus< 
emphasized. Before the beginning of time He was God, 
iII! incarnation He was God, and He is and shall ever be God. 
2. In Him His people are complete, (v. 10), they are made 
complete in Him, Be is the fulness of God, and His people 
are made full in Him. Every need is. supplied in 'and through 
Him. -A.-nd He is "the Head of all principality and power". 
EV'ery authority is under Him. He is King. of kings and 
Lord of lords. 3. '.Dhe relation to Ibelievers is then set forth 
to counteract the teaching of the Judaizer:s who were seeking 
to impose the observances of the law upon the Gentilesl. 
They made much ()f circumcision but the apostle teaches that 
there is another circumcision, spiritual in nature, made with, 
out hands, consisting of the putting off of the sinful life and 
instituted by Christ and carried out by His power, (v.' 11). 
Such is the true circumcision, not the mere cutting of· the 
flesh but the putting away of all sinful habits. 4. There is 
an outward Christian objlervance, howeveir, in the rite of 
baptism, and this is explained (v. 12). Two terms are used" 
in its explanation, ">buried" or "raised" signifying' the mode 
of baptism 'and the experience symbolized. There is no doubt 
that immersion in water was -the mode used in Scriptural 
times, and it alone shows forth the experience of 'death and 
resurrection which every Christian has passed through .. It 
was commanded by our Lord, has significance only when 
administered to s'aved person·s, "and no one can change it 
without disobeying Him. 5. Through Christ the obeUever 
has been quickened, previously dead In tre·spas·ses 'and sins: 
(Eph. 2:1), he now has life, and his 'sins have been forgiven, 
(v. 13) the law with its accusations has been taken away, 
(v. 14), and Christ ha's openly triumphed over all enemies, 
(v. 15). Notll the danger of false teaching, the pitiful con­
dition of those who are ens·laved by i-t; the a!bsolute deity of 
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our Lord, and the glorious salvation and freedom of the child 
of ~d. . . 
Ill. A WARNING CONC~RNING FALSE TEACHERS 

(VB. 16·23). . 
I. Having set forth the relation of the believer to Christ 

and to the law, the apostle warns them to pay no regard to , 
people who would judge them concel'ning me·at or d·rink, etc., 
which were but 'a shadow of. things to come, (vs. 16,17). 
Christianity consists not in the observances of outward cere­
monies but in the vital union of the life with God, worshipping 
llim in spirit and in truth. In Christ the law ·with its 
observances has' been f.ulfilled. 2. A further warning is 
given concerning the worship of inferior 1beings. They were 
not to allow themselves to ,be 'beguiled by anyone who woul~ 
lead them to do this, (v. 18), beguiled in the sense of being 
defrauded of a prize. The IDvocation of saints and angels 
is entirely unscriptural. . We must approach God through 
Christ, and worship must alone be "given to the Godhead. 
Worship gIven to other beings is ·of the flesh, and .gives 
evidence that the worshipper is not holding to Christ the 
Head, (v. 19). Our Lord is supreme, the whole Ibqdy, the 
Church, is dependent upon Him, and obedience is to be· given 
to Him. 3. Following the warning the 'apostle puts the 
matter in question form. Reasoning from the teaching 
already ,given he asks: why they allow themselves to become 
subject to ordinance when in Christ they have died to these 
things, (v. 20), and why they submit to ;such precepts as "Do 
not handle this", "Do not taste that", and "Do not touch 
that .otlter thing", (v. 21), referriI}g ·to things which are to 
perish in the using, (v.·22) •. Such rules have an appearance 

. of wisdom, (v. 23), in will worship being the outc·ome of the 
human will, and not of obedience to God; in "humility", pro­
fessing unworthiness <to come directly into God's presence, 
and approaching indirectly through angels in disobedience to 
His command; aDd in ne·glecting of the body, or "asce,tic 
severity", imagining that we can gain favour with ~d by 
treating the body severely. Men will rather undergo physical 
privation and suffering ·than yield to God, and give up their 
sin. And the apostle adds that none of these things are of 
any value in combatting the indulgence of· the lower nature. 
It is the inner man that requires to be crucified, and not the 
body, and God gives us the power to keep it in the place of 
death. Note' the dangers of ceremonialism, the spiritual 
nature of Christianity and the necessity of full 'surrender to 
God in order to overcome the flesh. 

THE EDITOR RETURNS TO HIS DESK. 

(Continued frQm page 7.) 

1the si'tuatio.n in England. We hnought back with us 
t~e ,'Official recQrds 'o.f the Baptist pniQn of Great Brit­
a.m f'Or twenty~five year·s, 00 ,enable u's too give infQrma­
tl'On on 'SQme matters of impQrtance'oConcerning which 
Canadian ·and American Hruptists 'Ought ~Q 'be infQrmed. 
Vv·e are sure these recQrds will prQv:id'e us with much' 
interesting material. 

In additi'On to. the SIC' things there have 'been inter'est­
ing Qccu:ren~es amQng the ·churches. Fo.r example, 
the commg mto. 'Our new. Uni'On Qfa number' 'Of 
churches, 'am'Ong them FenelQn Falls, and Runnymede, 
T'Qr'QntQ. The fact ,is, we can see lying rQu'nd 'about 
us material enough too pulblish ·adaily Witness for a 
month 'Or 'SQ too ,come. Let nQ ''One supPQse ·that the 
fight is 'ended. Our visit t'O England cQnvinced us !that 
religioOus pacifidsm i,s mQre destructive' of ,evangelioC'al 
~aith than lV!o.~'emism itsel~. The Baptist a'PQs,tasy 
m the CQnvenb'On of Ontario ·alJd Quebec is proving 
a galloping oConsumption. We 'shaH 'have much to 
report 'cQncerning PrQ£oes'sor Marshall. He is known 
in England ·£oQr wha"t q'e really is·. Thus far in Canada 
he has ,been masquerading under a theological disguise. 
The day is nQt far distant when the Bible~believ:ing 
Baptists 'Of th.e Ontari'O. and Quebec CQnvention will .. 
wake up to. discQver tha"t a Philistine is amQng them. 
W'e 'beheve PrQfessor M,arsihall's influence in McMaster 
University wiH -prQve more paralyzing and deadly tQ 
evangelical principIes than WQuld a scourge 'Of the 
mQ.st virulent smallpox prove tQ the body. The Gospel 
W~tness X-Ray apparatus is likely t'O be very busy ,in 
the future; we pJedge 'Ourselves tQ 'qoO our full duty 
without £oear or favQur. 

SPEND EASTER IN JERUSALEM 
BOOK YOUR PASSAGE AT ONCE 

A Pilgrimage to Syria, 
Greece, Turkey and 

Palestine, 
Italy, for 

Egypt; 
$875 

NABCR 8th to NAY· 6th 
For full particulars write 

uTHE GOSPEL WITNESS", 
.' 130 Gerrard Street East' 
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