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A Sunday Evening • In -Old "London 
By the Editor. 

Thii's is Sunday night Oct'dber t1he fourteenth, and 
I am writing in a hotel built on the 'Site of the old 
Exeter Hall where ·the early part of ,the gr·eat Spur­
geon"s ministry wa's exerocised when he was beginning 
to command tlhe attention of the worM. And I a.,m 
going to ~begiJ;1 thi's article ,by. wroiting ahout 'a p[".ea'Che~" 
But, a's· usual, I musit 'S'ay 'something 'before I 'hegrin! 

Gospel- Witness readers ought to have heard from me 
be.fore, hut I have been too lazy Ito write. I have made 
sev'eral dis'coveries 'since I have been away from ho·me. 
Let ·one ,,,ho spends his time 'at his desk or in 'a con­
v'ey-ance of some sOort, ,a 'mot'or 'car ·or a train, wa:lk a 
bit, ·and he "will l'earn h'Ow 'much Ihe needs '00 walk by 
disooveping h:ow diffi'cult it i·s. No combina.'1Jion of 
,vhee.J.s can u'sdully take the 'place 01{ :the wa'lking 
machine wi,th which we a:re equi!pped iby nature. And 
is there not a spiritual IeSison here? Do nat 'Some 
pe'opIe at~emlpt to inV'ent a substi,tU'te for that whicQ 
God required 'Of Abraham, "Walk lbeJ)or~ me, ·and be 
tih!ou perfect"? That ,is the 'happies,t li,f,e which is spent 
in wallking before GOod. MOoreover, we are pr·omiSied. 
that if first we wait upon Him we :shall he enaiMed to 
"w·alk 'and not -f'aint". '. 

But I ~aid I have been lazy. The'truth is ·when 'One 
has be-c'Ome accustomed to writing by ma:chine through 
anolther's brain and fingers, when for years writing ha's 
consisted in merdy ··tihinkiing ·a}.oud, writing by 'hand 
be-cOlmes a· real labour. But tha1t must 'suffice for an 
excus,e. 

Last week I went 't'O Balha1l1 to make a calt Bal­
haim, if you p;J'eas,e, is in L'Ondon. A's I was making 
my way ba·ck·to the ll'ndergrou11'.d stati'On, j:aking what 
I thought was a'sh-o,rt cut, I pa'ss'e'cl a Baptist ·church, 
a very unppe'tentious 'builiding, and ","las attracted by 
the mini'ste1"'s name painted in very large letters (a 
coni-mon English praC'tice), 

"REV. A. DOUGLAS BROWN, D.D." 
The c:hul"ch \V,as on Ramisden Road, and f!'O'm with­

out appeared to be rather a sma.1'I bui1tdin'g. I 'said to 

mys'e},f, "ThClit will. 'be a good pla'Ce ito go on Sunday." 
And ther'e I went this ev,eniing. . 

I fiound the building much larger than it 'appeared 
.from without. Three 'hundred and fifty would be ·a.'bout 
the se.a'ting caiPa'City of the gal'le-ry, and pos's·ibly· five 
hundl"ed mi'ght he put on the ground fl'OOor. The build­
ing woul,d 'be :some'w:hClJt 's'maUerthan Stanley Avenue 
Church, HClJmHton. 

English Baptist c'hur·ches are u'sU'ally very plain;Iy 
furnished. The woodwork and general fini'Sh ·s'eMo:m 
oompare with that in our Canadian chur·ches. Per­
hwps we 'flathen- overdo it, for God "dweUeth not in 
temple's made wi'th hand's·; neither i's worshipped with 
men's hands, .CllS though be needed anything." 

It is difficullt to judge diis'talnces, am:d I a'rrived just 
before the s·ermo'l]t whille 'a hymn was bei.ng ·sung. The 
s·inging wa:s heamy, 'and the ·congregation seemed to 
be mad!~ up of people wh'o had come to worship. 

The pl~ea:c'her 'Vias Dr. D'Ouglas Brown himself. He 
has r·ather a fine pr·esenC'e, and looked Vlery well in .his 
gow.n and doctor's hood. I have IliO. objection to· a 
mi,nister's wearing a gown in the .pul1pit,-indeed I 
have.Steen ministers whom I wouM forogive for wearin:g 
almoslt anything but what they ·do wear. "Va's it Dr. 
J useph Parker wh'O said he wore a gown '5'0 as to ·insure 
his· a.lways 'being weltl ,dre's!se-d? 

I wloufci 'aUchoilI"s w,ear 'gowns to s·ave t'he peop'le 
from being distracted !by a display 'Of all the 'oolours 
of the rainbow. I have often_worn 'a gown in a Pres­
byterian p'uDpit, but I alway:s fdt :in thi's ma:tter like a 
certain celelbrated prea'cher, who, when Viisi'ting 'another 
church ·tJhan his own, was< a·skied iJf he 'WouM put ·on a 
gm\rn, t'O whitch he repl,i·ed, "If I 'mus,t I won't, but if 1. 
needn't I wiU." By which, 'O!f 'OOUI's'e, he meant that 
if it wa:s 'supposed t'hat the 'gown dothed him wiltih any 
sipecia'i al..lthority or 'sanctity, he would not wear it. 
As a matter of e:x:peJdiency there is much to Ibe ·s'aid 
for a pulp.it gow,n. Some years ago 'a Presibyterian 
minister is,ld'P'ped 'On his gown a's I visi1ted him in his 
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vestry; and 'as he did 'SlO, he 'said, "You know, this 
gives.a man a bit of ,dignity. A man ,oan't very well 
play ,the buffoon wit!ha gown Nk'e tlhi's ,on." On !thClit 
score too I would be"wiUing 00- contribute to 'a PUlpit 

, Go,wn Fund for the Ibenefi1t IOf several preClichers I have 
known--'bout whom I wiH not nam'e t'O-night. . 

But Dr. Dottgla'S Bro.wn needs no gown ,to clothe 
him wi;th ,di'gnity. Of 'Oo,u:rse I have not seen him 
without 'one, but I judge Ihim t'O. be, a man of fine bear­
ing a..nd digqified preS'ence always. 

But Dr. Brown wore his doctor's, hood! It wa's a 
McMa:s~er h'Ood. I recognized it 'at oOlce; ,and it re­
minded me that I have 'One'myselif somewhere. So 
far as I know ,there are !few memhers of Jarvis Street 
Church wh'O 'have ever s:een it. Canadian and American 
Baptist min~'sters wh'O 'are entit1'elcl' ,to ,do S'O we'ar their 
gowns 'and hood's on c'ertai,n mOTe 'O'r lless formal aca­
demic occa"sion:g.; but I do n'Ot know of one who wears 
g'Own and ho'Od in the !Jlulprit. Dr. R. S. MacAr;thur 
of New YD~k .used to d'O SID ,in his day, and there may 
be oth'ers,; !hut I do' not kn'ow of any. Cer1oainly, I 
have never heard 'of any Ca"nadian Baptis!t minister's 
d'Oing S'O. ' 

. Perhaps we have miss'ed' ,sometihing. It may be 's'Ome 
Jack has 'been fel1t in Jarvi'S Street, I wonder? \lVDulrd 
the McMaster hood lend dignity too Jarvis Street 
Pulpit? I 'have not 'se.riously paid my respects t'O 
M'cMaster University fO'r several m'Onths. I have a 
'Iot stored up, :6or that instiitution ,is, r.apidly going ,fTOm 
hald' to woorse. ·1 1!hink I must serious'lyc'Onslid,er .the 
advisability 'Of" putting on gown and 'hood the next 
time I speak 'On M·cM,a:ster. Of cours'e, I might use 
another hood than McMaster',s, ,for 'some day -they may 
take the McMaSiter hood, away [1"Om me,! 

When I saw Dr. Dougl'as Brown 'W,earing his hood 
I feH !td· wondeTing wn1e'tiher al'l the McMaster English 
Doctors o,f Divini!ty wear their hoods ,every Swnday; 
an,d, ;iif S'O, dlOes this t'hmw a nelw l.ight u'p'O.n the Mc­
MaSiter influence in England ~ To those of us wh'o live 
a'cross the sea, ClIn h'OnDimry degree a,mounts .110 ve.ry 
litHe.- Thel"'e j,s a bit 'o.f 'a flutter when 'the distinction 
is conferred, but after that the hood anid -the di;plooma 
a'r'e PtlJt away; and 'eX'cept 'OIn academic occas'iol1's, a:s 
I have sai,d, forgotten. But in Engl'and ther,e i's a 
l'emembra11lce 'Of McMasitJer every Sunday! And do 
they wear gDwns and hoods at Convent,ions. 'Or f'il.their 
at meetings of the Baptis't Union? 'Will Dr. DougLa's 
Brown wear his ho'Od when he pr'esi-des over ,the meet­
~n-gs 'Of the Union? Pity the popr preaahers who a're 
I1'Dt entitled to wea'r gow,n 'and hoO'd! How 'superior 
the real Canadian-.mwd'e DDctors 'of Divinity must 
apperur!' No wonder Md\Iaster stands' in 'such high 
fav,our with 'certa.in English Bapti'st ministers. We 
have heard of ihrot'ner-hood, and 'neig:hibour-hDod, and 
sister-ihlOod, and 'chiJ.d-hood, mid ,saint~hoood, a'nd wo­
man-h'O:od,. and man-'l1'Ood; 'but this divinity-hood is, 
to some people, more iml>o,rtant 'than ,all other ho'Ods; 
because there may 'be S'Dme' ,doubt alblOut one"s having 
a:nv o.f the 'Others, but the l'ast is! made lO'f silk ancL can 
be" worn'dri the pU'I,pit twi'ce 'every Sunday. \lVe Ihave 
long .lm'Own that McMalster Un.iversity !has signally 
failed 'toO !produce 'or exemplify brot'herhoo'd, 9r 'saint­
hood,. 'or manhood; but it does produ1ce divini,ty-hQood­
-the,refor·e let us be ,thankful. 

But pleas'antriesCl:si'si'e, wha,t is 'the meaning Qof this? 
Ou.ght w'e to make s'Ome all'Owance. fDr this 'sort of 

thing in E:ngl,and? The weaning 'Dif hoods is a oommlOn 
practice a"mong ministers OIf 'the Es'tan)lishiment. I was 
used 'to ,seeing ~t as a diiM. Do ministe.rs 6if the Free 
ChtlJrches (slo~ca'1led) . ,feel thems'elv,es somew:hat oV'er­
shadowed by their EpiscopaL brethren, and ar~ they 
rather anxi'Ous t,o be 'able to 'Put 'On this little bit of 
miUineryon thei,r Qown ,account? Pe't-haps that might 
be excnsatble 'On OIocaisions where Nionconlformists, ap­
'pear with Epis,copalia11ls. ,Hut to wear it regularly in 
one's 'Own pullpilt is an'Other matter. Indeed, S'o-caUed 
Free Churchmen were once Nonconformists. They were 
not ashamed to he different in doctrine :and practi'ce. 
Has the d'ay IOf nonco,n,f'o,rmi'ty pass'ed, in Engl'a"nd? In 
the ES'tablishment itseH there ii,s 'great disuni'On at a 
time when many churchmen are talking of "reu,nion". 
Baptists dlon't ,1?eliev'e in "reunion" Ibecause ,they deny 
that they ev'er bdong'ed' to the sa\ffi'e .f'a'tnily. Moreover, 
"reuni'On", being interpr,eteod, mea"n.s Rome-uni'on. But 
RngJ'and needs nothing s'o much just now as, 'a gr'eat 
c'Ompany of genuine, convinced, courageoU's, stiff­
bCllCk'ed, non1conf,orm1:sts, wlhio will 'rel£us'e to ,conf.orm, 
not SIO mu!cl1 to any sort OIf legrislative 'act O'f Uni,f,orm­
ity, hut wh'O wibl rdu'se toconrol1m tlO the standards 
of the world,. of Mocbernism, an:d 'Of many ,O'ther isms'. 

I hope my readers wiN not misulnlder.stand me: The 
kingdom 'of God is not meat and ,drirk; ,nei,t:her is it 
surplices 'and gowns and ;h'Oods:. I .'SIhall not find fault 

. with a minister fOor we.aring a: ,do}.1lar buttoned at the 
ha'ck, wlith a bl'a'ck silk I cbon't-know-wha:t-you-lcaM-it 
in .front. It wi1'1 p'roba,blyoO'st him -lIeS's fDr lawndry-

. espedally j,f the coUar is oeUuloid, as most IOf them 
seem '100 be. He has iust as .rouah right to butt-on his 
collar at the back a's (have '1'0 bU'tton mine at the ifront. 
B'esides, he may ne'ed 'Su1ch acoBar ,to let 'Peop'l~ kn'Ow 
he is a minister. Per sa it makes no difference what a 
mini's,ter wea'rs eitlher in the pulipit 'Or out of the ,pulpit 
S'O .long as his ,dres's is respectaJb1>e 'and i11'oon's'picllou:s. 
No, no; we shall not 'oontend with ,men 'about what 
they wear (nor with women· either. No, 10hank you!) : 
t'he life is mo,re than me.at, and the body than raiment. 
\lVe have 'seen 'some clergyltnen wear several !hoQods at 
once, and were undisturbed. But aJt 'a time w'hen there 
is a 'crying 'need f,or 'a dea'r tmcomproomiS'ing testimony 
to the truth, for 'aJbs'olute 'sincerity, f'O'r a repudiation 
of all ,ar1Jifi'ciality, f.O'r a dear 'proda"ma"ti'On Oof the 'eS's'en­
tia,l p'rincipl,es 'of evangeli'cal faith, ·a Bap'ti,S't preach'er 
standing .be'f.or,e men t'o prealdh th'e gOSipel 'Of salV'ation, 
with a divinity hood 'Over his ,sihoulders, seemed to me, 
at Joerust, tlO ha\"e 'a bit '0'£ affiectati'on about 'him. If a 
hishop 'ought to be "no ,sttiiker" and "n'O Ibrawloer". it 
see'ms, to me he ought als'o t'O 'he "n'O 'poser". There 
may he, I helieve there is, a pJ.ace, Ithere may be, ,and 
there aroe 'occasi'Ons, ~or the dis.play 'Of 'sllch marks of 
aoa·demic distincti'on,---.!Jmt that plaice, f.or the mes­
senger nf God, is' 1110st ,elTIlphatically n'Ot the 'pulpit, 
and that O'c'casion' is not the 'exel"'cise of. public worship. 

I reJlnemij)er s;eeing a man in Ltos Angel-es, 'Ga'lifOornia, 
a fe'w months ago, walking 'diown -the 'street hav.ing on 
the 'bad.: olf his 'coat ,in l;a,rge red letters, "Hom Again". 
I oonf'es's to a ,:6eeling 'o'f disgus't 'for s'l1'C'h cant. I.f 'a 
man is re'aHy bO'Tn again, ther,e is 'a better way of 
adv,ertising it than thart:. An:d if 'a man is reaHy a 
master oif divinity, Dr a 'dioct'O'r, ,if you lik~, the people 
wiU find it 'out when he pr'ealches, without his wearing 
a hODO in 'the pulpit. 

, ( 
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A brother wh'OS'e whQle ministerial life wa's spent in 
the AngHcanchurch until recently, when d~scuss~ng 
the ques,ticin 'Of the pl'ace ''Of vestmentS' and' ritualism 
in public wo'rship, said something to 'fhi:s 'effect: "AI'1 
these things are 'substitutes ,fl()r r,eal 'spiritual PQwer. 
Ilf a man's message is dotth.ed with. slp~fr~tual authQrity 
he will n'Ot need these things,; 'and I ihaV'e Qbs-erved 
that the importance of theS'e ,external and incidenta,l 
matters grO\lI,I's in exa'ct 'proporti'on vo the decline otf 
spiri.tu'al 'Hfe and PQwer." 

Who of us does not know that this is true?, When the 
spiritual Tid·e is at the flood, every sort of s'hip is ~;i£ted 
out of the mud 'and horne fl'eely 'and proudly forwa:rd 
to ',the aocQmplislhment of its !task. . When the Spirit· 
of God is regnant in the liftil()f a chu~ch and its mem­
bers, ,tthe huinbJoest and J.east gifted 'of the flock 'becomes 
a ,c'hanm;l and an intrument 'Of Ihlessing, and withal a 
mighty power for good. But when the Tide is 'QUit, 
aH sorts 'Of oderl"iockis are JnveIllted 1:10 lilt tth~ngs lOUt of 
the mil'e,~a !bigger OTga.n, a 'better 'cho.ir, a simple 
ritual, moreext,ensive ·adverHsing-a EttIe mOTe 
millinery of 'S'ome so'm fur preacher and people "would 
aodd Itt> the d~gnity .of Qurs'ervices, and would attraJCt 
aest'hetically inclined people"! 

Let no one charge me w,ithmagnifying trifles: and 
these things are trifles. I T'epeat, I "am riot diS'Cussing 
gowns and hoods per se. But bear ~n mind there are 
migihty force's at ·wor.k in Englamd endeavouring' to 
undo the work 0.£ the Ref'Ormation. Romanis.m, in the 
guis-e 'Of Anglo-Oa)tholidsm; has 'spread .through the 
Chur1ch of England 'likie a plague. What a feaTful com": 
mentary on . the '5'pir:itual condition 'Of the ~urch 'Of 
England J,s in the fact tha.t there was .not a bishop 'Of 
the Chu'roh sufficiently influentia:} to make himself 
heal1d in :proteslt against the ihetraya:l of Pl"otesitantism 
whioh was involved in ,the Revised Prayer Book, but 
EngJoi:slh Protestantiism had to find in a layman-aU 
honour· to him I-Sir Wiaiam J'Oynsto:n-H~c~s" the 
HQme Secretary, a 'ch!ampi'On of the faith. . '. 

So apparently must it be in 'Other ColInmunions than 
the Establislnmenot. Let' a .£ew .more . leaders don their 
gO'Wns 'and hoods, and the day -Oof ·tth·e Elishas the 
ploughmen, and the Am9ses who are but 'herodmen 0'£ 
Tekoa, wiN dawn 'again. . 

But nQW to the sermon. Dr: Brown's :text was 
Matthew 3:11: "I inde~d fb3.lptize you wnitlh water untQ 
repentance: but.he that cQmeth ·3.lfter me is mightier 
tth'an I, whos'e shQes I am n'Ot worthy to bear: 'he ·shaM 
b3lptize you with '~he Holy Gh'Ost,and with fire." 

It was a great te_xt, and one cannot but iDe grateful 
for having. one's 'attention 'CaUed to 'so great 'a suh}ect. 
. The 'sermon was thol'Ough.ly .'SOund and OTt!hodox, 
eva:ngelical. to the ·cor-e. There. was not the T,emlOtest 
suggestion ,0If Modernism :in it. There 'CQuld not be. 
Dr. Brown ,woul'<i 'have tQ repudiate his wlhole ,minis­
terial career to ibecO'me a MOodern-i'st Oor a near:.Modern­
ist. Weare sure he woiU ,never become ei1!her. 

The s~rm'On was an app.eal to; recognize fue need of 
divine power in individual, ·ecc1e.siaS'tioca:l,an!d 'natiQnal 
hlfe. ·Dr. Brown w'e11 :said that God was 'being ru1ed 
.ouill 'Of everything, 'and that what every:body in aLl 
relationlsh-ips needed ,was God. "Dhe errup:haosJs was laid 
on tlhe. supernatural throughout .. With aH 0If which. 
eyery true heliever must li~ve 'been in 'fuB 'and hearty 
accord .. 

On the natural plane, Dr. Brown is very effective 
in a ,cOonversati'Onal tone, and people listened very 
attentively. But when he became enet:getic and' 
rais~d his voice,' I 'couM feel no a·ccession of p:ower. 
He never 1"eached the point where 'energetic spe'ech was' 
·3.lpprop1"iate. Tihe prea'cher a'CknQwledg;ed. there were 
·elements of value in Puritanism;. it recognized the 
heionousne,ss of sin (Dr. Brown did n'Ot use so strong 
a word ,as heinousness), but in saying that repentance 
was "not a matter of tears", of breaking down, of dee;p 
rem!orse, hut Tather ·a change of mind, whi,le I hope 
that he did not intend it, he did rather convey the im­
pression that repentance was rather an e}Qperience of 
the head than of the heart. I say, I do not ,believe he 
'meant that; but I observed his . language was not al-
ways chosen with precision. ' 

Brother James McGinlay would have des'cribed the 
sermon a'S !being "more remarkable for .j.ts ome.1etics 
than its homiletics." But be it so; s'crambled eggs 
may be both appetizing 'and nourishing providing tthe 
eggs were good when they were scramhled. And 
these eggs were aH good, eve.n if' one could not dis­
tinguilsh between the yolk and tne white. 

The sermon, however, as such, was di'S3.lppointinog 
to me. lIn the hotel where I am writing there are 

'. notice boards d'Ownstairs which state there are .mes­
sages or telegrams for so-and-so; then there are 
places into which ,cards are placed bearing the names 
of people ,fOor whom messages are waiting. Dr. Brown's 
S'eIllThOn h3.ld nO't my name ~n it! I mean, ~t was not 
directed to me, nor to anyone else in his congregatioI),. 
We were >tQld df !the need of England., of the church, 
oIf men in gene.ral. Once' or twice the prea,cher 
addressed the young men, but ther~ was an entire 
absence 'Of ,that Nathanlike directness,-"Thou art the 
man." It was rather like an Ontario discussion Oof 
the need of Hydro-Electric Power, and a proposaJo to 
authorize some person. unnamed to order it. 'Phe 
most ·one felt he could do. would be to v0te ·for :it! I 
dare say p·radically a!1.1 i. Dr. Brawn"s .congregation 
favoured the idea of ·the need of more 'power, and 
possibly hOoped that 'someone or olther, somehow or 
other, would please attend to it. One could almost 
imagine the people's saying in true Englis'h style, 
"We know jolly well that England needs something, 
so does the church, and perha:ps so do we. May i.t 
COome 'SOoon I" 

Dr. Brown has been known as a revivalist. . I 
understand' multitudes have been saved through hi'S 
ministry; ~ut ·it was a ,different ministry from what 
I heard to-night. 

T'here was a great word in Dr. BrQwn's text con­
cerning which he 'said nothing, beyond repeating the 
text,-"Fjre"-yes, that was it,-"with fire." But 
thel"e was no fire. How I wished he WQuid go Oon to 
the 'context, and tell us something about the Baptizer 
w~th the Holy Ghost and wifh fire, Who was He? 

. What manner of Person was He, or is He? Is the 
rec~ption of the Holy:. 'Ghost,--oh, let me ask the 
solemn question without irreverence-is it. like the 
gentle breath stirr~d by an artistic ian ina kid-gloved 
hand? Is it a light matter to speak of the fPower of 
the Holy Ghost? Listen to the. COontext whi'Ch was 
not so much as read: "Whose fan is in his hand, and 
he wiLl throughly purge his floor, and ga.ther his 
whe'at ·into the garner; but he win burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire.'" And always tha.t aspect of 
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truth needs emphasis. Yes, we n,eed 't:he incoming of 
the Tide; we need a divine vilsitation. But as God 
j,s true, when He ·draws nigh He separates between 
tne, ~heat and the chaff, and always He throughly 
pw.rges· His fl·oor. 

And the churches .need purging. The churches of 
Canada and England need purging. The denomin­
ations need purging.. Or what, if I quote alISo the 
V'ers'e preceding Dr. Brown'·s teX!t as weB rus ·t'he .one 
folilowing: "And now also the axe is laid to the root 
of the trees'; therefore every tree which bringeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire." 
No, no; I do not. mean that we must use the axe­
except upon oUflselves, upon our own churches, upon 
our own denomination; but rat'her yield ourselves to 
the axe of the divine Woodman. But evil yields, as 
cancer yields, only to radical treatment, and radical 
means that which goes to the root of things. .yes, we 
must he radical! God is radi'ca-l-He never' stops 
short ()If the root of anything. 

Dr. Brown quoted a remark of the late Dr. Alex­
ander McLaren when he was elected for the second 
time to ,the Presidency of the Baptist Union~to the 
effect that he needed what no denomination could 'give 
him~power from on high; and Dr. Brown said he 
also needed power. Ah yes, so do we aiL But Dr. 
Brq.wn almost immediately succeeds in the ,chair of 
the B.aptist Union a man who, if he be not a blas­
pheme::r, there never was one since time began. ~ere 
is a wqrd frqm Dr. T. Reavely Glover, ex-PresIdent 

: of .th~ Baptist Union: 

"It is the function and the duty of every man to think 
and decide for himself as to life, and among other things 
to determine whether he counts Jesus reliable as an 
observer, if not as a guide. It is worth while, then, to 
remark that Jesus has no responsibility' for ·this trivial 
tr.eatment of evil-none. I t is' surprising to note how 
often, .in the language of his day, picture-language not, 
literal but intelligible to everybody, he refers to the worm 
and the fire, to darkness and gnashing of teeth. 'How 
can you escape the damnation of hell?' he asked some 
people once, with'a directness which, if we ha.~ ~he 
decency to be candid, we should call rather ttn-C!hnstmn 
in our sense WHOEVER USED IT. A man who dehberately 
put .himself' in the' .way of men who would undoubtedly 
crucify him-who did it with his eyes open-canno~ be 
saddled with responsibility for our flimsy views o~ rIght 
and wrong .. The first step to win the re~pect .o~ reason­
able and sensible 'men and women for hts rehgwn 1nust 
be to CONFES'S OUR DISLOYALTY TO HIM ON THIS 
ISSUE .and to atte.mpt to draw his sharp distinction be­
twe6~ right and wrong. This will not ~ean ~ return.to 
a . doctrine of hell which we have found inCOnSIstent ~Ith 
his spirit' and his teaching, but a frank an~ ~eIlltent 
recognition of the deepest contrast that the UIllverse has 
to sHow. It is no complaint to him to suppose that .h: 
cOlild. have missed it."-The Pilgri1n, p. 239 (EmphaSIS 
ours). 

'Is it ·conceivalble that the Holy Ghost wiU visit 
wi,th 'refreshing, reviving power a denomination which 
honours a man who repudiat!es the. word of Father, 
Sop, and Holy Ghost? . '. . 

-'Qne pass'age froifl Dr. Brown's sermon I must quo·t.e 
verbatim: ' • 

"Religion is not theological, it is not doctrinal, it is not 
ecclesiastical : religion' is life." 
. I . 1 'Men who ,talk like ·t'l1<a!t have, ,conSCIIOUSI y 'Or Url'con-

sdously, pass.ed over' the s~itdh ~nto 'another track 
than t4'a~ 'a'~ong whidh a frmtful f3.lth :must travel. I 

presume Dr. Brtown m~ant by "re'ligti.on" Ohristianity. 
Of course Mohammedanism, and Buddhi'sm, Roman 
Catholicism, Modernism, ,and many other isms are 
religion:s, ,but they are not Ohristi'an. But with that· 
correctiQn, Chtristianity is not theological, nor doctrinal, 
noreodesiasti'oal, but a .life. 

L'et us eX3Jmine it a 'little. It i-s popular no·wrudays 
. to have a Hing at theology and doctIiine. Of 'oours·e ·a 
man's 'bIood may ciflcu'}iate rthough Ibe knows nothing 
of the human <Circulatory system; 'he may eat his rood, 
and -grow 'Or keep 'stronlg though knowing not!hing 
aibout 'his dige:stiv'e system. Thus we may use and 
profit Iby many ,things W'hos'e 'Opera·tion we ,dio nQrt 
understand. I 'should fre:e-ly grant ·that 'a d'Octor may 
cure his patien:t 'W1ithout instructing h.im in ltihe tech­
nicaHti'es of med,i<cal'science; and a 'hoU'sewif'e may feed 
and '11Iourish a hruppy fami,l:y wi.th·out lecturing them 'On 
diatetios. But /jjhe do'Ctor's heal,ing ·art 'delpends upon 
hi's own technical' knowledge.; . and the housewiife's 
success is due to her empitical,us'e of sQund 'principles 
of diat,etks, ev'en thQugh 'she be wit'hout t·echnka'l 
knowledige of them. The doctor, rthe ·engineer, the 
chemist, t!he architect, the navigaJtor, 'Or other man of 
srei-enoe, who mocks at Ibis ~es'P'ec'tlive science no wise 
man would ,comlmend. It remains' ·£or the preache'r whQ 
deals with eternal verities on the authority of divin.e 
revelation to speak of the soul's redemption,-the most 
s·tupendous 'Of aU God',s aots, as though it were dev'Oid 
Off s'Cienc·e 'Or plan! . 

And yet Dr. Brow.n told his he'arers '0:£ a delicrute 
ins·trument he had at h'Olme wihic'h ·enahled him to hear 
mes'sages fr·om Berlin 'Or Pa:Iiis, ,or other pa'l"ts .of 
EU1"Ope, and other pla'ces in England. He !told them 
how, by the ma-nppulation of the dialos 'he COll'J.d tune 

. out one ·srta1lilQl1· and 'tune in another; and that ·ev,ery­
rhing 'depended up.on Ibis attuni1'!g his i~strument. to 
the .waveJet:tgth ,of th'e ,br.o'a:·dcastmg statIon to whl'ch 
he desired to listen: Anld rthen he 'said, "I 'sometimes 
wonder whether we have -lost our waveleng~h:?" 

Dr. Hnown knew there we.re fix)e!d and inexora'ble 
l-aws ·governing t'hat delica~e instrume?t ·C?f. his. A~d 
while one utterly unversed Il'n the tec'hmcahtt-es 'Of radIO 
could 'move ,t!he dirul-s ·and get ;jjhe message f1"Om the 'air, 
if these laws were viol'ated w,iI!1hin the ins1:rument itsel£, 
or the dials were not op'erated a'cooflding to the figures 
on the ,fa!ce of them, his instrument would give for.t'h 
neither message nor music: And what is theology ~ut -. 
the science of knowing God so as to hold commerce Wtth 
the Skies? And what are the doctrines ot. the gospel, 
repentance, faith, regeneration, the Deity, the Atonement, 
the 'authorit'V of Scripture,-I say, what are these great 
matters but -the figures Oft the dial face of o~w r:eceivi,,!g 
instrument, telling us how to hold commumcatwn w,th 
Heaven? 

In 'a:ll the senmon there wa's nQ recogniti,on of the 
cause .of the 'appruIIing 'Slpinirtual dearth whidh 'ha·s faUen 
so generaUy' upon the 'chuflc'hes of Ohrist. The trans­
mission 'of ·power depends upon. tIh~ 'completene's'~ of 
insu}iation, which is Qn1y another w(,)rd £oor 's'epara;tlOn. 
And When individual beHeve1"s, ·and ·Churches, and 
denominations, rhreak aU ground 'oonnectjorus; when 
once 'a'gain we 'Slhut ourselves t1ip to God· and His 
vV'Ordi' when the "llea!de'rs" as well 'as the memlbers in 
our churthes 'ce'3.!se ·to walk in tlhe 'couns'(el of :the un­
godly, or !to stand in the way of sinners, ,or to ,s'it in 

\ , 



NoOvemlber), 1928 . THE GOSPEL WITNESS (421) 5 

the seat of Ithe s'cDmful, 'hut rat!her; delight in the law 
of the LDrd, and meditate therein day ·and night,­
then once mDre we 'shall se'e individua'l helievers, 'and 
Cihurches, "like a tree planted 'by the rivers of wate~, 
that bningeth ,£'Drth Ihis fruit in his' seaSDn; hi~ leaf 
also .s'haU nQt wither; and whatsoever he doeth 'sh-rull 
prosper." 

There is' ,infinitely mDr,e ,'blessing ·and pDwer to be 
fDund in a seat in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus 
tlhan in the 'ohair 'Of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
u.nder pres'ent drcu'm-stances; and the helmet Df 'sal­
v.ati-on, and- ,theSihield of fruith, and t!he ibreasrtJplate of 
ri'ghteoll'snes's, 'are elements in a better 'pa,noply, for 
purposes of spiri.lturul warfare, than any university 
gDwn ·and divinity hDoOd. 

In Dr. DDuglas. Brown's sel'lmon I caluglht an 'e'cho 
of a former experienrce: a reoognition and 'acknowl­
edgment 'Olf need; but no ohallengip.g ca:~l, "'Com:e, and 
let us return ·to the Lord." 

-N ow is is 'time to. go to. ibed. In my next letter I 
shall try to describe two other services I hav'e at-

. -tended; but I 'have written ,enough ror to-night, wh·en 
I hav·e just said this: I lei£'t Dr. Brown's chu'roh with 
11'0 upl'irft, 'no thrilling, ,reading ,sumlmDns ,to. scale fue 
heights at 'ruN ·oosts. r wrus rather depre's'S'ed than 
lllplifted. Yet I 'had heard !tlhe trutlh-then I remem­
bered that some time ago I heard ,the grerut ,gDIden­
throated Caruso sing.......Jbut I knew it was only an echo 
frDm the past, a wax recD1"d Df ·a 'sDng Caruso us'ed to. 
sing--lCamso himself was dead! , . 

What a Visitor Thinks of Jarvis Street Church 
, By Dr. W. L. Pettingill. 

During t!he pa'st few years it 'has .sever,wl times fallen 
to my 'lDt toO visit Jarvis Street Baptist' Church. The 
visits were always brief, usualBy lasting over a week­
end, or £.or three oor four ,days at the .1Dnge'S't; but they 
resulted in 'creating in my mind a ke,en interest in this 
church, and a growing lrove for it. Just mow I am 
spending 's,everall weeks try,i,ng to. take the Pastoor"s 
plaice in this gl"eat chu1"ch, and I 'protpose to put down 
here SDme 0..£ my impliessions ,cDnic.erning ·this centre 
or£ 'spiri!tual 'wctivity and power. 

Of 'course it is well known tha!t Jarvis Stre'et has for 
many years occupied ,a 'lewding position a'mong tthe 
Balptist churches of Canada. Up to the time six Dr 
seven years ago. when th1'1ee hundred _ and. fortY-Dne 
m~mbers withdrew from Jarvis Str'eet, Ieaving '.i,t to. 
its Dwn <i'e's'tructi'On, 'Vhi:s 'cihurdh included in its mem­
bership ma-ny OIf the offioia!l,s of the vari'Dus Sqcieties 
and Boar,ds W1hkh ,are hea-dquart,er·ed in Toronto. In 
thDse'days Jarvis Stre'et wa's' said to be rich because it 
had within its memlbership rl'arge number·s 'Of we'a}.thy 
men -and WDmen. Of 'CDU'rse aU Ithis gave to. Jarvis 
Street a position 'Of gr,eat influenlce in denDmina·tional 
affairs, ,!-nd, Dn the other hand, it gav·e ,to the 'denomi­
national lea,q,ers. included ,in its- membership great in­
fluence in the mami..gement 'of Jarviis Street Cihurch. 

The caU's'e Df ,1!he trDuble which culminated ,in "the 
great -secessiDn" was the 'grDwt!h of Modernis!m ·among 
denDminational leaders, and this Modernism was cen­
tred in the .management 'Of McMaster University. The 
br:inging '0..£ Dr. Shields to Toronto. was 1"esist·ed, but 
when rthis 'Opposition was overru'Ied, and effDrts to 
prevent hiS' 'cDming 'had failoed, hi's Dpponents ·agreed 
amohg the'ms,elves thaJt hi,s ,pa'stDrate must be as hrief 
as pDssible: they must 'on ,all 'a!CCDunts "get rid Df 
Shield·s". , 

Dr. Shields dtnoe to. Toron'tD in 1910, and" ~hings 
went well until 1919, when he led ,in ;tihe falffiDu's fiye­
hour de/bate in the Ottawa COl1\nentiDn, the issue being 
a Canadian Baptist editDrial recommending Modernism 
to Ontario and Quebec Baptists. Dr. Sq.ieJids won a 
gre.at vktDry and th~ enemires of the truth were snDwed 
under When the V'Dte was ita~en, o.ne 0If the results'Df 
th~s battIe was an 'attempt on tihe pa1'lt of the enemy 

to. foment troubJre within Jarvis Street .church with a 
view to fDrcing the pa.'S'tDr's resignaJtion 'Or dismisS'M. 
This 'attempt faBed, but the enemy 'surcceeded in caus~ 
ing sUich a divisi'On in -the church thalt three hundred 
and fortY-'Dne me-rnJbers, many 0If 'WhDm knew no:thing 
a'bout Modernis1m, wirthdrew from the church, and it 
wa's 'predk'ted tihat it_ WIOU'ld not he long hef.Dre, the 
churoh would ;haV'e to g,ive up the struggIe,..:.......£or how 
could it ever get Dn wi,thout their money and influence? 
But with,in a year fallowing the withdrawal of tIh·es·e 
three hundred rand rforty-one memibers, Dr. Shields 
welcomed into th·e feUDw.sihip of Jarvis Street Church' 
three hundred and -eIghty-fDur new me·mbers. Over 
against this fact, ,Iet it be nDted thrut the ·seceders who. , 
f.Drmed a ,ohurch of their own, hav·e gained dur,ing t!he 
five years, accDrding ,to the lals't official year hook, 
thi,l"ty-iDU'r mem!bers. The increase in Jarvis Streelt 
has gDne Dn st~adily during rtlhese years, and the mem- . 
bership whitc:!h stood at nine 'hunldred 'and two. follDwing 
the wi1thdrawal, during the 'same peri-od ·increased,-· 
a'C'oDrdin'g to the same officia!l year .book, to. two thou:' 
sand, itWD hundred and ninet'een. 

Meanwhile the fig'ht again'st McMaSter-and Modern­
ism has gDne on. Dr. Shields Ihas heoDme recognized 
-internatiDnwlly as the fDremDist 'l'eader in ,this 'cohtro­
versy ; and 'as P1"esident '0.£ the Baptist Bible Union 'Of 
NDrth America, he has been in ,c011'stantdem,and in 
t.he United States, as -well a's ,in Cart'ada, to. lead in the 
fight. During his admini'straHDn a's the head 'Df !'he 
RiMe Union, Des Moines University ha!s 'come into ~ 
possessiDn o~ thd..t organi~atipn, and 'until a Pl'lesident 
was recently ·chDsen, Dr. Shields was Acting-PTesident, 
and he :S'tvll r,emains Ohairman 'ei the Board D,f 
Trustees. In Canada, as Gospel' Witness readers know 

1· ' a new' me-up has brDught about tlhe organizati'Dn of • 
tlhe Uiliion or£ Re'gu'lar Baptists of Ontario.· and Quebe'c, 
of Which he is' Pr~sidoent: . 

Through thi's great m:an'·s vision ·and ifaith the To­
ronto Baptis,t Se:minary 'cwm~ ip.t'O ibeing'. _ It has been 
my privilege to. address the student hody on 'several 
occa.s~ons during my present visit to Too.rontD, and I 
:have never IDoked into. -the fa'Ces 0:£ a finer body of 
students pretParing for Christi,an work. 
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So much for the hisloory of the matter. Now let us 
see wha.t is here .. 

It :has been 'my privi,lege fer fo'rty years ,to 'trave'l 
about and vi'sit amd 'study churdhes, and without Ihesi-

. tation I pla'Ce Jarvi's Street Baptist Ohur,ch '3:t .the v,ery 
hea.d of the ·column as by a.11 odds Ithe most wonderful 
New Testament ·chuI'!oh I have ever ·g,een. Of 'COurse 
it is most thoroughly hated! by .tihos'e who ar·e without, 
and who have !been prejudiced Iby what they have 
heard 'ra,tther ,than Iby anything they hav,e observed for 
thems·elves·. 

Only last Sunday morning a PresibY'terian ,}lady, 
whom I knew in the Sta:te'S some yeal's ago, ·came to 
Jarvis Street to. hear her o'ld friend pr-each. I ,don't 
kno,w "what her impression q£ Jarvis Street !had he en, 
but in, 'a note on Monday 'She :s'aid, "I walked down to 
Jarvis Street BaptiSlt 'C'huI'!ch Su.nday morning, and fdt 
weB repaid; <though I was .disruppoinlted not to have the 
opportunity of g,eeing yo.u later, hut you we're 'so ,be­
sieged after the servic·es by other friends that I felt I 
would be intruding. Jarvi,s Street Church ceI'!tainly 
appears to !be mUlCh alive, ,and what numbers 'o.f young 
people in attendance!" From what one he'ars on .the 
'Outside one woul.q suppose that there wel"e no young 
peop'le in Ja'r.vis Street. .As a matter .of fact its 's'ervi'ces 
are ,crowded with young and old. And Wlhat a happy 
churC'h fami'ly it is! 

Only think of 'a chu'I1dh like this!' o.n Sunday morn­
ing at 9.45 there i'S 'a B~bIe Schoo,l whose av'erage 
aJttendance, since I ~av-e bee'n ihere, has been betw·een . 
a thousand and elev-en hundr,ed. The Pastor's Class 
'had two hundred and ninety-t!h'ree pers'ons in it on the 
fi'rst Sund·ay after my coming. T1he 'morning preaching 
se'rvice at deven o'ollock fiUs the ·audi.torium, which 
s'eats a.bout ·sixteen hundred people; and it is fi'11ed 
again in the ev,ening. And hoth morning and evening, 
a'lmosit' invari·ably, men 'and women and ·children wa,lk 
down the aisles ·and turn to the Lor-d. It is' almost 
an unheard of thin'g ,to. 'have a Lol"d',s .day 'come and go 
in Jarvis Street without ,converg,iQns; almost always 
people are 'born 'a'gain at 'both morning and evening 
services. There 'are tw.O prayer meetings 'On Sunday, 
one at 6 o'dock followed Iby 'the Lord's Supper ea:ch 
week, and then the great pray,er an;d prais·e meeting 
at the 'Close O!f the evening :s,ervice, ,whioh -1'~sts unHI 
10 o'clock 'or 'after, 'and is fu1'1 df joyous acda!mation 
and earnes't intercession. 

The secret of power in Jarvis Street is the prayer 
meetings. I :have spoken of two on the Lord''S day. 

:) 'Dhe're ar,e three regultar weekly chul"ch prayer meetings 
. between Sundays. On Tuesday, Tlhlursoday and Satur­
day evenings the c,hurC'h family gathers in large num­
bers and ,g,pends a1bout two hours each time, mostly in 
prayer. There is generalJ,y a brief messa'ge from the 

• P.ruSltor, and a f.ew "te'S,timonies" from Ijjhe 'members, but 
it is most,ly prayer. And 'Such praying! Here are men 
of God who Itruly wrestle in prayer !be·for·e God. It is 
oM-fashilOned, hut most deliglhtful to be in such me'et-
ings 'a's theg,e. ' . . 

And that is not 'all. On' Monday eV'ening at ,ei'ght 
o'do'ck there are the depa:I1t'mental conferences of the 
great Bible S'C'hool. Thes·e 'are ihe1ld in separate ·rooms 
in ,t'he building, and at nine o'd;ock these de.partme~tal 
leaders 'and teachers 'gatiher in the Lecture Room filhng 

it to overflowing, and li'Sten to the Sunday School 
leS'son for the next 'Week from the p.a;stor. This' teach­
ing, of 'cours'e, ·f'aLl:s to my lot w'hi}.e I 3Lm here, an<1 I 
should feel weB l"epaid Ito journey a thousand miles 
any Itime to me'et that g1"DUp of fine young Chr.istian 
men and women, wholly given ,up to ·God and delight­
ing in His Word. 

On Wednesday -aftern.oon ,thel"e is a M'o:thers" Meet­
ing, 1!he ,mothers bringing their little 'Ones, and the Httle 
ones :being caTed for in the nur:sery dluring th·e me·eting. 
T.hen on Wednesday eveni.rrg the J uni,or Gospel Service 
is 'a wonderful 'ev,ent for the ·childl"en. : 

What wonder, '31fter suoh a week that the 'C'hurch 
should 'come up to ;the Lord's day e:>QPecting the Lord 
to work, and what wonder that He works'! 

"What achul"ch! What a churoh! Where is there 
al1!other like it? Now tmany ohurche·s are making 
fral1!tic ·efforts to "hold the young people" !---'social 
activities o£ various ki.nds, amusements, theatrica'I'S, 
partites, danoes,---'many churtch ;buildings providing ball 
r·ooms for the dancing, and aLl this to "ho,ld the young 
peo'pl:e". ,It is a' s'lander aga·inst young Chl"istian peo.ple 
thiat they mus,t be, or that they may tbe he1'd by such 
devices. 'OO'me to j'arvis s.treet andi ,see ·this teeming 
c1"Dwd of hrupiPY yooung peO'p~e theM Iby nothing s'ave 
Biible teaching and prea:c'hing 'and prais'e'and prayer. 

Hold the young :people! Why, the'Sle young people 
do' not need to ,be 'held-they 'can't be driven aw·ay. 
They are hungry 'every time they come together, and 
to he in that g1"DUp '0£ MOl1!day night, to which I have 
akeady referred, ,to r·ead the BiMe to tlhem and give 
the 'sens'e, and 'cause them to understand ·the reading, 
is a tre!lt Ithat any ,teaohier mi'ghtcovet. It is like 
pouring wa~r upon thirsty soit 

I have 'sa~d that Jarvis Street Chul"ch is cordiaHy 
hated by !those who know nothing ,aibout it. Let me 
say he·re that Jarvis Street Ohuroh is 'pas'Sionately Iloved 
by thoste 'who ·are within lit, and who know, a:bout it. 
And it is probably within the trutihto 'Say th3it thiS' old 
c!hur·oh is t'he most ·cordially hated and loved church' 
in Canada. . . 

And the P,asilor! what·a man!' I talk,ed the other' 
day with a prominent mem.lberof Jarvis Stree~, and !h,e 
sa'id: '''1 used to be a Methodist. I 'heard albout Jarvis 
Stre,et and Dr. Shields, and my ,oonrception 'Of Dr. 
Shields was' that :he 'Was a litde, '5Ioort, 'Stubby, man, 
with fi,erce Wlhiskers, (As a matter 'Of fact Dr. Shie'Ms 
is six feet two inches taU,fair-'Complexioned and youth­
ful in a.ppearance, with a towering ,~m:peri,al personal­
ity.) I thought he was a la Trotsky, a regular Bolshevik, 
a dangerous, malig.nl3.'ntman, a m~na:ce to .the city 
and the country. It 'S00 happened that 'at a meeting in 
Ma'S'sey HaU I 'saw ·some gendemen ,come on t!h'e plat­
form from ·the rear. I was greatly impre'ss'ed 'with one 
Qf therll., 'and I ·a'sked a ndghbour. who :that was. 
Imagine my ,su11Pr'ise w/hen 'he :said, 'Th·at is Dr. 
·Shie'1ods'. 'Dr. Shields'!' 'S'ai,d I, 'that 'cannot !be Dr. 
Sh.i.elds!' 'Ah, but it is Dr. Shields'. He fiUed the 
plaoe wit,h 'his perronali'ty ·and loommalliding pres'ence, 
and when he spoke he 'S1pOlke as the oracle of God. I 
afterward ·came to Jarvis Street to 'hear Mm and s'ee 
him, and what I '5'a.w and heard ·oonvinced me that all 
my impres'Sions Ihad tbeen frulis·e. I ·cll!~e into the,mem-
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berslhip of :Jarvis Street Ohurth,. and my wihole ia.mily, 
induding eight 'grown-up childr·en, have been saved 
through this man's· w'Onderful ministry." 

Dr. Shiel-ds, .fil~e his ·chur-c:h. ... is h'ated greatly and 
loved 'greatly. 'lIhere -are no neutmls; you just either 
have to hate him or llove him .. It ,is impossihIe ·for a 
man ,oof 'his type to 'inspir-e neutraHty; you 'are either 
alt'Ogether for him oraltoget!her 'a~ainst him. . . 

In J arvis ~treet it is a coOnstant. wonder tthat the 
P,astor accom,p'l,isnes S'O much. He. is 'a prodigioOus 

. worker, indefa.!Hgable, and ever at it. Night and day 
he is 'On the jdb . . He 'seems !j)o r,equire very 1ittl'e s'leep, 
and that i,s w~ll, f.or manifoestly it wooulld 'he impo·ss,j1ble 

,f.or him to get through Ihis w'Ork if he slept as much 
as the average man sl;eeps. He is -noow trying to take 
a rest in England, his native 'l-and~ ,and I 's.uspelot he is 
having a lonely and ,dlul.!. ·time. The 'mo:mentU~lll in 
such -a man's life 1'S to'O great t03lUOW him to 'suddenly 
stop and rest. I am sur-e Ihe is' counting the days' until 
he gets 'ba'ck ,to 'hi,s work, :an~ he will 'put on Ihis hames's 
again with joy .• 

And Ithe gre3lt Jarvis Str-eet Ohur-ch f3lmHy i,s IC9unt­
ing the .daY's until the Pastor retul"'ns, -and they 'wH:! 
haill his coming with- full 'hearts. Jihey thank. 1Jheir 
God upon every remem1brance 0'£ him-and 'so d'O I. 

T.HE LOST JEWEL· 
By A. C. M. 

CHAPTER 6. 

"How alid y.ou like my l,ilttle singer, Sir Human?" 
enqui'r·ed L'a:dy Ploeasur-e. 

"Sq.,e is 'a charm,ing s'ongstr-e"sls", !he repliea, "I. have 
not enj'Oyed ·anything .so much for a long time. I like 
the sentiments ,a·s well as the mU!sic, It is iSO true, is 
it not? We 'ar,e all 'S1eek'ing foOr rest.;' . 

"'lIhrut wa's the only ,thing I [eared. in connection 
with ~t, wheth€7r the 'Subject wa's not a little too grave. 
You know 131m I?-ot enamoured of v'ery 'serious sub­
joects. Still it is true in 'a certai,n ,Isense, we are a!11 
sleeking f'O'r reslt", rep Hoed !her loa9.Y'slhip. . 

The' I-lonoura1ble Worldly here -approa'ched a's her 
loadys!hip went itJo ,another part 'Of ,the' room. Sir Human 
glanoed in the diredion of the old~entleman and 
Y'0ung ladi'es, who hadarre'sted his 'a!ttentioOn, but they 
.wer-e g,one. 

'''D<:> )"OU know who the old gentleman, and I 'sup­
pOise, his two daughter-s, 'are, whoO were 'S'eated over 
there jus,t no,w?" enquired Human of W'orltdly. 

"Oh, they are very nice respectaMe pe'Ople, Ibut 
rather s1o,w. They ar'e generally :here 'at our f.estivities 
but leave learly. I daresay they al1e gone now. Sir 

. WiUi'am Hk>es Ito see them h:er,e, because they ar-e 
re:specta,h}le and 'a101 that,. but they 'ar-e never noticed 
mluch." 

"Who ·are ,they?" again en.quired Human,. 
"Let me 'S,e'e, what is the ,name? Really, )"oou moU.st 

eXlcus'e me. I know sIo ,little of them, you see. I can­
n'ot callI' up the name jUlst n'Ow, You will meet many 
much nicer peo1ple here.· Ah! 'her,e comes' the Marquis 
of Orgies and Mr. Pe"midouls HaMtJs; you mu'st know 
thiem, AUow me to introduce ytou." , 

This cer-emony ov'er, .and the ~adj.es havling now 
withdraw.n, Sir Human found hhn!seM tthe 'centr-e 'Of 'a 
g110Up of admirers'. Their 'attenti'on to him wa:s· mo!st 
aSisi,dtU'ous, 'and til~ dec;:tnters wer-e _passed ro-u'n'd 510 
freely that :he began to If.eel! the ,effects of the' wine, and 
to talk un1"e's!er¥e-dly of hims·el.f 'and his, 'ancestors. The 
subjoect of the young girl';s s'Ong 'al'so {,armed a rbopic 
of 'c-Qnver-s:alt~on. On ttthis point opinions ·diffex:ed 
widely, _ 

"N 0 -doubt", obs'erv,ed WorI:dlty, "we are ·all sleddng 
what is hest." . 

~'And that i's whM Y'ou will ne¥er find!" exclaimed a 

genHeman at the ,other side of the !table; in· the gaI1b 
of 'a naval captain. "I tteU )"ou, Y'ou'll 'llIev'er find ,it!' 
I've ,s'aikd ov'er the worM, and true wodd's out of joint. 
I t is fulil of refol1mers .rund de1)ormers' 'and -aU sorts !{>f 
Vhings. Re'st inldeed! Best indeed! Not ,whiloe men 
load ,ships with 'o'lld tea-chests and tin whi'stl,es. Rest 
indeed! No, no,t till they take to building s·ensiMe 
ships 'again, like oOld Ptomruc. Here'!s t1Jo the ,oM Pomac! 
Away with y.our'dlandy figureheads 'and rio 'S1hip worth 
anythirig hehind them. 'Dhat 'its Ithe way, ·aI:l ·figurehead 
and Inl() ship. AU artifidal, aU sham, ·all figuroehead! 
That's the way! Rest indeedl! I tell Y'ou the world's 
out of jiooint!" Hi's hea,d '£e'll heavi-ly on the ta!bloe, 'and 
he soon fell :aslleeop. 

Si-r Human 'had never 'seen 'anYoOne in such a state 
bef'Ore, and he was p'er-p'~exed. "W'hatev~r -does' he 
mean?" he exclaimed. . 

"Oh, pooor fellow", said W,orldly, "y.ou mU'st take 
no no,tice of :him. He ,eommandie'd 'a s'h~p called, <j;he 
. P,omac in the tea tra-de. I frunlcy ther-e' is a new Joi.ne 
sltarted, or ·something 'of that kind. He rualS known 
trouble, and it has ,aff.ecrt:e"d hi's' head. He is 'a .friend 
of the family, and no' notice ,is' tak>en of hi'sexpress'i'Ons 
at these times," , 

"Dislappoinl1:ed ho.pe ils very ,diffic~lt to be'ar", ob- , 
s·erved Sir Human. . 

. "My good fellow", said the Maiquis of' Orgies, 
Ha ,"oid the disapPoOintment Iby never indul'ging the hoope. 
Take things ·as Ithey 'come, 'a's I dtO, and be merry ,over 
it. Ptea'se pass that -decanter. Thrunk>s,!" . 

"S.ir Human, may I have Ithe" pleasure?" asked 
Ha,bits, 'as he. proceeded to 1"efilli Sir HurP.·an's glass,. 

"Thank you, I hav'e never tak>en much wine, thalt 
will ·do." 

"AliI the mor,e 1"eas'on why. YOll Ishlould t,ak>e a ·li.ttle 
mo,re", 'siaid the Marquis, 'of Orgi,es. "Ylou 'are jOo 
serio,us nor you·r y'ears. My motto i's, '1'111 ,be sedtous 
when I'm s·eedy, 1'1'1 be merry while I may'." 

"I haV'e a broltiher",said H3ibits, "who i,s V'ery m1,1ch 
lik>e Sir Human. W'e are very unlike ,e3lC'h 'other, b'Oth 
in manner 'and name. My name ~s· Pemidou:s Habits'; 
his name ;i,s. GoO;d Ha.!bilts. I :hope Y'OU' wiltl nOlt: copy 

'my -brollher, ·foor he i's nne 'of the most moping; miser­
able ,f,ellows you ever 'saw." 
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. "I agr·ee with you", ,Said the' MaTquis, "though he 
liS your brother, you will excu's!e me if I s'ay hi,s exist­
ence ·must he mis·erable." 

"W'el,l", :OIbs,erV'ed! Habits, "if influenc,e goes .for any­
thing, I make five titn'e's 'alS many £ri.erudsas my 
brother." . . 

"It ·i,s noli: becaU's'e of your good l'Ook.s then", replied 
Orgies, "but I must s'ay 'one liorgets '31l!1 thrut in your 
company, {oo,r you ,certainly .a:re 'one 'of ,the most in-
sinuating '{oeHows I 'ever knew." . ' 

"I oertainly think Mr. I Halbits a most . agree31ble 
genUeman",OIbserved Sir HU'111Ian. 

"Tiha:nk you f'Or the c'omipliment", replied Hahits, 
"aond I !beg to ,relturn it. In our s,hort acquaintance I 
don';t Im'Ow when I hav·e t'aken to -any~one 'so r,eadily." 

"I wi:I,l,saoy that fior yoau, Habits, when you d'O .take 
to a friend, you do sti'ck to him", ·sil.id the Ma;rquis. 

"I flatter myself I am not easily parted from my 
friends", r.ep.J.ied Habits. ' 

"Now then", said Sir Anthony Nimrod, who now 
approached the group, "who is ,going to the meet to­
morrow? The 'hounds throw off at eleven a.m. Of 
·eours·e you will join us, Sir Human? Sir William will 
find you a ,good mount. My ,cousin Emma dl'arged me 
to press Sir Human to join us." . 

"\,y ell, sir., I think I will. I may like it ,better than 
. I anticipate", replied Sir Human. . 

"To he sure you wiLl", ·s:a.id :Itlhe MarquEs; "we al'l 
shalt Of 'course you need 'not put your steed '3:t any- • 
thing ugly tioU you get faiTly Uls'ed to Ithe work." 

"Oh, I ·am not in the least afraid of riding or leaping. 
It was ,simply a question ,of right or wrong; but I 
sup.pose there is not much wrong in it." 

"My deaT Sir' Human", ·said Habits, "I wou'ld be the 
last pers,?n to advise you to 'continue in wrong-doing. 
Just try it; there is no harm; and you need not go 
again if you do not like it." 

"Who says 'a walk?" enquired the Earl of Gamleton; 
"It is 'a. 'heautifu'} night, and the fresh air wiH do us 
good." 

To that all agreed; and Sir Human who was ,feeling 
the effects of thew.ine and the warm room, readily 
joined. The Marquis. of Orgies 'and Pernicious Habits 
kept dose to Human, who stum'bled a little as they 
stepped out into ,the air. His friends, however, sup­
pOTted him. After walking some distance .they came 
to a low roadside tavern. The Earl of Gatn'bleton pro­
posed to go in and sit down a f.ew minutes. The .party 
entered. The landlord evidently knew him. 

"Good evening, Mr. Throwdke; we are come to see 
you again", exclaimed <;iambleton, '''just send your. 
a:miI3lhIe· dall'ghiter, Miosis Barleybrew Throwdice, with 
a jug of your hes,t nut.:b:rown." 

"At once, your grace", replied the landlord. 
They des-cended two steps into 'a room with a very 

lowcej,Hng, and per\7'rude!d with the fume'S of "spirits. 
There was a gloomy a'spect about the place, which. was 
increased when the Earl drew 'some 's'ombre, heavy 
curtains 'across t'he window. "Now", ·saiq he, "which is 
it to be ,to-'Ilight; boys.? dice or 'cards ?" 

Sir Human 'looked on in horri·fied amazement. 
"Well", replied the Marquis, "that depends on 

circumstances.· Do you play cards, Sir Human?" 
"N 0", .he l'ep,Ji,ed, "I never d~'d; nor yet-W1hat is it 

you call it?" All set up a loud laugh. ' 
"You mean dice", said Ha.;bits, "never mind; you wi'll 

s?on Iearn. I have taught ma'ny, and I have no obje·c­
,bon to become your mentor." 

Sir Human felt very uncomfortable, and yet the 'in­
fluenee :of the wine had made him feel so heroic that 
he ·scorned the idea of not being the equal of his: com­
panions. Mis'S Barleybrew 'hrought in the foaming jug 
of nut.Jbrown ale, and p'aid little heed to the chaff and 
'banter .with which she was greeted by the ,group. She 
was eVidently used to that sort of thing. 

"What wiJ:I Sir Wil'Liam and his htdy think ·ofour 
leaving the house in this way?" HU'man whispered to 
Ha.bits. "Oh", replied Orgies, who overheard him 
"th~y have a goo<;l 'i.dea where we are, and they wish ali 
their guests to enJoy .themselves in their 'Own way. 
N ow, Sir Human, this is t'he way." 

After two or three attempts to throw the dice, Sir 
Human was pronounced one of the most apt of pupils. 
Never before had ,they 'seen one pick it up so quickly. 
At length it was proposed they should try a 'little 
money as 'stakes to play f'or, to make the amusement 
keener. Sir Human won severaJ times in suocession, 
and became quite elated with hi'S success. Soon larger 
stakes followed. . Drink,ing ,the' nut-brown after the 
wine rendered him 'stu.pid; and after losing a consi,der­
able amount of money, he was piloted back to Sir 
William's, and handed over to his servants, in such a 
sta:te a's no one had seen him in before . 

"0 m31ster! master!" said Conscience, "I was aof.raid 
of this." 

"Will you kindly' mind your own ,business, and keep 
ytOur p.lace?" .s,a'id Sir Human. "Wi1-l, just 'send Con­
science 'away." 

"No, my dear master! I ·cannot leave you now," 
pleaded Cons-cien-ce, "allow me to stay with you." 

"I say you shall not. Will, put Conscience out." 
And so Will ford-My ejected Conscienc'e, while their 

Master threw himself on his 'bed, and sank into his 
first drunken sleep. 

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS. 
At ·t'he l"ecen't Convention in Hamilton Mr. S. J. 

M'oore, a member 0'£ the B'Oard of Governors of Mc­
M'a;st,er UniV'ersity, whos'e term of offi'ce would not 
e~pire tiJ,1 1930, resigned .from 1!he Board of the 
Universoity. 

At the· isa'me Conven:tion Mr. J. N. Shenstone of 
Tor;onto, who has been a member of the Board of 
('l'Ovemors of McMa·Slter University f.or many years 
resigned and decLined to be re-elected. ' 

In a recent ·issue 'Of The Canadian Baptist the Rev. 
Dr. J. B. Moore W'l'ites 'Of the great saJtisofa:ction experi- ' 
enced ,in Ibhat 'at 'an ordination of a ;f.ormer student 'Of 
MC'Master Un~ve'ns:ity, the c:and~dlate pmved ,to he 
sound. The ·candidaJte appears ·to !have resisted mod­
emis-tiJc tea-chling. How 'mudh better to remove the 
unsettling teruChing and have peace and unity in the 
denomination. . 

In 'a recent address the Rev. S. Lawrenoe, p31stor of 
the Chris·He. Street Church, 'Toronto,' in 'sp'caking of 
the expuLsion of his church, aptly .said that ,it was a 
great honour to be expelled iI'Om "an :aJpostate Con­
v,ention". 
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,uIpit 
"A Brand Plucked Out of the Fire" 

A Sermon by the Pastot'. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Church, Torontp, Sunday Evening, December 26t~, 1926, 
. (Stenographically Reported.)' 
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"And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan 
standing at his right hand to resist him. 

"And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan; even the LQrd that hath chosen 
Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not th~s'a brand plucked out of the fire?"-Zech. 3:1,2. . 

Prayer Before the Sermon. destroys, utterly consumes. And I ask you to look at 
o Lord our God, we beseech Thee to let Thy light and that figure for a f~w minutes, ., " .. 

Thy trutli lead us; shine upon the Sacred Page this eve- Fire is sometimes very small ~n ds begmmng; It d!Jes 
ning; enlighten our' understandings tha~ ~e may,unde!- . not always challenge attention immediately;. it may be 
stand the Scripture. May the Holy SpIrIt exerCIse HIS . only a spark, it may be so small as to. be unnoticed. Some 
office this evening in convincing men of sin, of righteous- fi I t 
ness, and of judgment, that many may be saved. We . of you men, I suppose, have re m your poc <:e snow. 
ask it in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. You have a box of matches there, and just one match, 

under suiltable conditions, would be sufficient to destroy 
"Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" I shall the whole city of Toronto. You do not need a g~eat pile 

endeavour this evening to 'bring a message of comfort and of combustible material to start a fire-a spark wIll often 
hope to the very WO-J1st man in Toron.to i.£ he b~ her'e- do it, Now sin is as a spark, ,it is very small in its 
and perhaps he is. "This.is a faithful saying, and worthy beginnings, . 
of all acceptation, that Ch1"ist Jesus came into the world Parents sometimes register their protest agamst the old­
to save sinners"-and a distinguished soholar who had fashioned doctrine of. total depravity, and tqe mother 
sat at the feet of Gamaliel, a religious leader, a man of says, "O!:ther people's children may be depraved, but not 
great intellectual attainments, ~ :man who was proud. of mine" ! Is that boy of yours perfect? Has 'he no faul~s? 
his birth, declared that of all s1l1ners he was the chIef. Does he require no correction ~ Does he need no kmd 
The worst sinner in Toronto is not necessarily a man who of dis.cipline? "Oh yes," that mother says, "I recognize 
is down at the heel and out at the elbow-he may be a there are evil tendencies there"-well, that is only the 
student or a professor at the university for all I know.. spark, only the head of the match, only the beginning of . 
But the gospel is good news, "glad tidings of great joy" sin that is all. Kingston Penitentiary is full of men, 
to needy souls, wh~, when they were little children, appeared to ·be just 

We have here a representation of Joshua: .the high as innocent as yours; and there are tens of thousands of 
'priest,-not Joshua the son of Nun, but' one who lived other men who, were God the judge in this life, would 
many centuries later. This Joshua was the high priest; perhaps be in Kingston too, men in whose hearts the fire 
and, as such, he was the representative of the people, he has burned.-Beware of the first spark, beware of the 
stood in the people's stead before God. And here he is beginning of evil. . 
shown as "standing before !:the angel of the ~ord, and I suppose there is not a man or woman hert; thIS .evl;­
Satan standing at his .right hand to resist him." The .ning who would presume to say !:that he or she IS entIrely 
Lord answers Satan, "The Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan; without such a spark. Some .men speak about "sparks of 
even the Lord that hath ,chosen Jeru\sa·~em ,rebuke thee" celestial fire" -that are beneath ruins of our human nature. 
-and then He flingls the 'c'hlalleng'e to the Devil himsellf I greatly fear that such. sparks as 'are there are n<?t 
respecting Joshua, the people's representative, "Is not celestiall; .but I know that 111 every human breast there IS 
this a brand plucked out of the fire?" a spark of infernal fire, -there is a' little bit of that thing 

'r.here are few scriptures which more simply and fully . which kindled the very fires of hell. And there is not a 
represent the whole scheme of redemption, the principle man or a woman, or a boy or a girl, here this evening in 
of grace, than this question of the text: "Is not this a whose nature the beginning of that thing is not}o he 
brand plucked out of the fire?" That may. be said of found. . 

. every saved soul, of everyone of us who ~as been Then once more: fire sometimes smoulders a long time 
redeemed by grace, and brought from -the. strangerhood in. secret. Presently it bur.;ts through the windows, ~nd 
of the far country into the fellowship and felicity of the an alarm is sounded, and you read in the papers that 
Father's hou-se-every one!of us is as a brand plucked by before the firemen arrived the great building wa~ entirely 
divine grace out of the fire. destroyed within. The fire had been working secretly, 

So I shall speak to you a little while this evening a,bout burning in the basement, or up. among some bales of 
the .fire, about the brand, and about the abounding grace goods in the attic, or somewhere in a cupboard .it had 
that plucked it from the burning.. . ' been doing ,its 'work, gradually spreading through the 

bui~ding, until at last it manifested itself without Like­
wise; you read in the paper sometimes of 'some man of 
prominence who .has suddenly fallen, and you ask, How 
could that be? He was looked upon as a respectable 
member of society, he was regarded. as an eminently 
useful citizen, he was supposed by his most intimate 

1. 

What is meant by the fire? Where is .the fire? W~at 
is the fire ? Jude says, "Others save WIth fear, pulhng 
them out· of the fire." When a man is saved, he is pulled 
out Qf the fire, for' sin is it'self' a fire, a power tha:t 
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friends to be a righteous man-and yet suddenly he falls 
prone upon the earth, utterly wasted and destroyed; and 
men stand amazed at the spectacle of his des~r.uction. B?t 
it did not come suddenly!-the fire was burnmg away 111 

secret; the covetous desire was secretly cherished, as in 
the case of Judas 'when he came to the chief priests and 
said to them in secret, "What will ye give me, and I wiH 
deliver him unto you ?", that was not the first time Judas 
had asked, "\II/hat will ye give me ?"---4he had been asking 
that aU his life, that had been the main purpose of his 
life, that covetous desire had heen smouldering in secret, 
and he had been living for that one thing-to get-to get 
-to get-until at last the fire .that was within, burnt its 
way out into the public gaze, and Judas stood before the 
world as a base betrayer of his Lord. 

In our day in this great conflict in which we are 
engaged religiousily, we see men whom we supposed were 
entirely orthodox, we listened to them preach, and we 
said, "They preach the gospel, they profess'to believe the 
Bible to be the Word of God, they profess to acknowledge 
Jesus Christ our Lord-and now suddenly they 
compromise, they apologize for men who deny the Word, 
and wbo deny' the blood." Many young Ohristians say, 
"vVhat are we to make of these things? How are we to 
explain them?" My friends, compromise in such .cases 
is no new thing: it has been the habit of life for years, 
but it is only now becoming apparent. It is not a fall-it 
is a r·evelation. 

There were men who appeared among their fellows at 
home, when subject to the influence of fami[y, and 
friends, and churoh, and organized society, as respectable 
men; they were looked upon as moral men, upright 
characters. But they went into the army, and under the 
stress of the temptations of army life, they collapsed, they 
went down, and many said, "What a fall I" It was not 
a faU-it was not a fall; the sin was there before, there 
was a breaking down of moral fibre, there was no Christ 
in the heart; and even though they were religious pro­
fessors, it was only a profession of the head, the fibre 
was there burning its way in secret, burning its way out 
into the public view. 

If you and I knew what sin is, if you and I had any 
true conception of the awful P?wer ~f sin, of the sm~ll.est 
sin we should be more afraId of It than of a mIllIon 
rattlesnakes we should know that it has in it the poison 
of hell, the'very power of the pit, to destroy soul and 
body.' And yet men wal~ abo~t ~nd are app1:l.Uded by 
their fellows, while carrymg wlthm them a bIt of hell 
smotiIde~ing and d~ing its dea,dly work. And .sin, though 
it smoulders like fire in secret, always ,burns Its way out 
in the end. "Be sure your ·sin will find you out." It 
cannot be hidden; if not .before, then at last before God's 
judgment seat, Who "shall bring every work into judg­
ment, with ,every secret thing,' whether it be good, or­
whether it be evi1." The fire win be seen by and by, men 
will know. that the house is'on fire by and by. And oh, 
how terribly destructive it is 1 Noone can stan~ against 
it; it is a devouring flame. 

I could say much more about the destructive power 
of sin, but I mus.t pass on to remark that sin invites 
another fire, even the judgment of God. It is popular 
nowadays to say the judgments of God are automatic, 
that sin brings its own penalty-and· that is true in a 
measure: if y.ou drink poison, you will die. The 
bottle 'of poison wil!l be the judge and jury and 
hangman too, you will have the whole court when 
you drink it; the sentence will be passe~ and .executed, 

, 
because it is of the nature of poison to destroy. And sin 
is destructive, and will destroy ultimately. But this 
universe is more than an automatic machine. It is true 
that certain laws enforce themselves. If you break 
through the top of an elevator shaft,if you are impatient 
for the ·elevator, and say, "I will go down myself"-you 
wiill go down quickly enough and the law of gravitation 

. will work its will with you! You will not need any trial 
at all! But the teaching of Scrip.ture is that God is not 
separate from His world: He sits upon the throne. God 
is the Judge, and He "will bring every work into judg­
ment" ; "the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who :hold the 
truth in unrighteousness." Which wiN you hav·e? . 

Now let us not get away from that old-fashioned idea. 
I 'am glad there is going to be a judgment-day; I could 
not believe in a God Who was not a just God. I do not 
know how the moderns-or modernists, whichever you 
like to call them-think when they prate about the "love 
of God", the "love of God". God Who made this world, 

, and Who sits upon the throne, if He could look unmoved 
upon the worM's sin, and never bring it into judgment, 
would not he a god~he would be a devil. There must 
be judgment, there must ,be an accounting. 

The Bible says the wrath of God-whatever that may 
mean-is likened to fire. When God visited Sodom and 
Gomorrah in jUdgment He sent fir·e from heaven upon 
the cities of the plains. WheR men presumed to offer 
strange fire before the Lord they perished in His presence. . 
~nd the Lord Jesus spoke of a place where the "worm 
dI~th not, and the. fire is not quenched." He drew ttJ,e veil 
and gave us a pIcture of the life beyond, in which he 
showed a man who in his lifetime had recerved his good' 
things, lift~ng Uip his eyes in hell, being tin torment­
tormented m the flame! That is not my wor~: that is 
the VV ord of the Lord. And there are numerous passages 
right on to the end of the Book where we read of "the 
lake whkh burneth with fire and ,brimstone" that teach 
us that sin not only is fire itself, but it leads ~en tinto the 
fire when they fall under the condemnation of a holy, 
God: "Ol,1r God is a 'consuming fire"; "it is a' fearful 
thing to faU into the hands of the living'GOd." 

All inadequately I have suggested to you the peril. to 
which everyone of us is exposed-there is a fire within. 
I was speaking to you this morning abqut subjective grace -' 
and objective grace; about what God has done for us in 
"Christ; and what He does in us in Christ. The same 
principle holds here. There is the fire within-sin; and 
there is the fire without, the objective wrath of God to 
which every unrepentent soul is doomed. Why should 
I s.peak like this? I confess I am afraid to speak on stich 
subjects, I do not like it, I would rather speak of the love 
of God; and yet I am confident that I qnnot speak of the 
love of God without speaking of this, for it is the love of ' 
God that reveals our danger. Let me tell you, if God had 
not loved us, He never would have warned us; if 'God had 
not loved us, He never would have spoken a single word. 
The Bible from beginning to end is a revelation of the 
love of God-if He had not loved us, He would have left 
us to our fat~; if He had not designed to pluck us out of 
the fire, He never WIOuld have ca:lled fire from heaven that 
you and I might be warned of our danger. 

II. " 

~'Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" A brand! 
A;fter the fire--you have seen it, have you not, just a 
piece of charred wood, part of it burned, a little bit of it 
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stiU remaining? The wonder of it is that it was not 
altogether consumed, but it has been plucked out of the 
fire somehow. We are 'all made of intlammable material. 
This brand had the marks of the fire upon it-and so have 
you, and so have I, so have we all. 

I know there are some people who thin,k they are fire­
proof! I have seen some fire-.proof buildings before, the 
fire started-but after the fire had gone through diem, 
they did not look to be proof against the fire at all! There 
a:re 'a great many pj:,ople who seem to think there are ~o 
sparks left in them, no more fire left, no tendency to eVil, 
the old man -is believ·ed to be dead;' sin is not only for­
given, but ·it is ir:radkated,and they are ,fire-proof!' Let 
me warn you not ,to believe that lie, for if evet: there 
was a lie .coined in hell, that iJs ,one, There never was' 
a fire-proof man yet-but One. ' Only One was able to 
say, "The prince 'Of this wortd cometh) a'nd hath noth­
ing in me." I wiU talk about him ~ater,. the great in­
cendiary coming with his tor'ch ,t6 'set His holy temple 
ablaze-he came to One, ,and found He wa's fire~proo.f. 
But ther,e never has been ·another in all the long his­
tory of the ra:ce of woman born who ever was, Dr who 
ever -diod become ion· thi,s life, fire-proof. 

And I 'have warned you 'Y'0ung people agai11!st the 
danger of supposing that you -can ev·er beoome im­
mune to tempta,tion-you may have deliverance f'rom 
it, praise the Lord; indeed you' ought to live vi·ctori­
ously in the. mi,dst 'Of temptaHon. W·e are not to 
remaion in the fire, a!S I will slhow you pre'seontly; bllot 
the possibility is ther·e ailways; at the best you are but 
a "brand plucked out of the fi·re". . 
, It does not make very much difference where the' 
fire begins 'in this ~U'ilding made for God. I used. to 
think ,the proper way ·1'0 light a, fi,re was to 'Start it ·at 
the bottom. I t!hought I had· Scripture for tha:t too­
"Man is born·unto trouble, as the spark,s fly upwa.rd." 
Well, they -do fly u'pward, but they go -dawnward to'O. 
r was Ollot in British Columbia 'a few years 'ago for a 
hoNday, and I saw men rearing a .great pile of l:ogs­
it ~oo'ked like a mountain to me. They had 'a great 
derrick, and they wer.e pi'ling these logs up, great roots 
of trees, and logs be'S'ide. I talkedi w.ith the man who 
W'a'S ·superintendent, and said, "Wlhat are you going 
to do with them?" And he said,- "W'e a:re going to 

. burn them, it is the only way to get ri,d"Of them." 
"Well, :how do you burn them?" I enquired. He re­
plied, "We light 'a fire 'rut the pea:k, right at the top." 
"A'nd does it not go Ollot?" "No," he x:epHed, "it wiH 
burn'down." I said, "I supposed ¥IOU would light 'a fire 
.at the bott'Om, land loet it burn up." "NQ," he .s'aid, "we 
light it at the top, and ilt bu'rns ,down." It ,does not 
makie much difference where .the fire begins in la build­
in:g ;, if it starts in the garret, it will get down to the 
cellar; and if it 'sta11ts in the ,basement, it will get out 
through the roof. 

Where is thi,s ,sin? J.t is ·of 13. religiou.s ·chara·cter, it 
i's in the ·spiritual realm where the antagonism to God 
registers itsetf. Very well, it wHllburn -down-down""':'" 
down-down through Ithe' mind to the body, until i,t 
brings th·e whole mind and body to min. Or is it a 
physi,cal affection, some appetite of the body, 'whrut 

OJ then? It will burn up, ··aond ,destroy t'he minod and the, 
spirit. Or is it ·an affecti'on of tthe mind, 'an evil i!;nag­
ionation, an evil'a~eotion? Whatever it may he, it will 
bum up andi ·down---'but if sin i's' there, it wiN burn, . 

and Iburn, and burn, until it de-Sltr.oys the whole man, 
unle,s·s that brand i's plucked out of .the fiTe. 

Do you see what the figure means? There is tlhe 
mark 'Of the fire upton t,he ,br.and. Are there 'any mar~ 
of si'n upon you? C'Ome now-
"Wh'O bearS' no t,ra·ce of palss~on"s evil thoughts? 

Who shuns thy ,sting, Oh terrible·.re111'OJ"Sle? 
Who dues nat ca~st. an' the thronged p1ages o.f his 

memory's book, 
At times a sad and half reluctant' look, 

Regretful of the pa~t?" 
A odea'r brother said to me :~a;St night thta,t there were 
books that he Wlould -give much if hilS eyes· ·htad never 
rested upon their pages-they had left their cOrTupting 
influence. He said there was a profes's'or at whose feet 

. he sat in Glasgow Unive~si,ty, and only .the mighty 
gra'ce of Ood had neutmlized the effects of that man'IS 
doubtful teaching. I went when I wa:s in London dur­
i'ng the war to' ,an ·exposi'tion of plastic surgery - I 
think that is w'h3tt ,they ·called it. I~ was opened by the 
Prime M~n:ister in 'connecti'On witth, the Royal CoUege 
of Surgeons in London. There were wax repro'dn-ction 
of iia:cets that had been roemoul'ded 'and remade, in ol1der 
to remove '5'0 far 'as possi!b1'e the marks o.f the wounds 
received in war time. There were photogra,phs of the 
faces before and af,ter, and I noticed fuat the most ter-· 
rible deformities, the 111'ost horrible disfigurements, 
wer'e ,oaused by fire, ev·en more t!han by ·gwn:s'htot 
wound. Some of them had 'c'eased 120. look Hke men, 
th~y 'had been in the fire, and the mark of the fi·re Wa's 
upon them. 

J.s there any man' or Wloman here this evening upon 
whom there is no mark 'of the fire? By God's go Old. 
gra.ce we at"e going to be more t'htaq bt"a-nds plucked 
out of the fire; some diay thte lla:st mark of the fit"e will 
be rem'oved. But ;5lomew,here in body, mind, "Or spirit, 
somewhere sin has set its a.wfuI111l3.rk. Is that n'Ot'so? 
I 'am only ,saying o.ut loud the t'hi1'lgs .that you know. 
A Scotch woman hea·r,d AleX!ander White prelach'once, 
. a nod." 'she said nn bier Sooltch way, in 'a way that I 'could 
n'Ot possli'b'ly imitate, "Yon m\l!st Ibe ~n I3.wf'ul man" 1 
Ah, but this Bible rev,ea!ls what sin is. BJ.etss'ed be Good, 
we do not need too go to the utmo-s't limit's 'Of the far 
country to find OUit what it is, here it.i's revealed~ Sin 
has set its mark upon everyone of us, and the best that 
we can :say, even of the ·soul s'aved by ,div-in'e grace, ·is 
that we are "'hnands plucked ou,t of the fire" .. 

III 
Let us look at TH~ GRAC~ THAT PLUCKS US FROM TH~ 

BURNING. Here is a virpnderful thing: Joshua the high 
p·riest, the repre'sentative of tthe people, clothed in 
filthy garments-m~k that-dothed in filthy gar­
ment's, Sltiandsin the, presence 'Of ,the 'ang"el of the Lord 
-notwithsltanding his filthy garments, he comes ,into 
the presence of the Lord. 

"J ust as; I aim, without ·one plea, 
But ,that Thy hlood was 'shed for me, . 

And that Thou 'bioddl'st me came to Thee, 
o Lamb of God, I 'come, I come"-

filthy ·gaTm~nts a.nd all. And that is the wondler 'of ilt, 
fhat those of uiS who ,a.re as brand,s Ip.~ucked f.rom the' 
burning, with the Illictual markls ·Qf sin upon us, are yet 
permitted to 'come into ,the pres'ence of the ·Lord. You 
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are in His: presence thi's evening. There Me men here 
this ·evening w'ho need this 'sovereign saving gmce of 
GDd, an,d if we had Ibeen 'dbliged to' make Durselves per­
f,eat in ord'er TO' win access to' His !presence, we SOhDUid 
never 'have CDme at al'l',-

"If you Ita1"ry tIn YDu're better, 
Yoo will neve'r 'come at all." 

"But," you 'Say, "may I CDme with '!Sin upon me, wi!h 
all the marks' of sin upon me, with these evil.thoughts 
in my mind, full Df iniquity-may I 'CDme into the p·re­
sen·ce 'Df tlh·e LDrd like that?'" Yes, 'as JOis,hula did,. we 
may a'ctually come ju'st as we are,-

"Just as I ,am-pO' Dr, wr,et·ched Mind, 
Sight, .riches, healing of ,the mind, 

YeIa, all I need, in 'Dhee to' find, 
.0 Lamb Df GDd, I come." 

And then, Satan wa's "standing at hi'S right hand to' 
resi,st him'!. NDwotohat is ,a pictU'r,e of an evange'l'istic 
service-Satan :a~ways laJ1Jt'enas. A ·certain distinguish­
ed pr-ofes'sor: said that the Dnly way he 'cDuld a·CCDunt 
f01" the ble'SlSing that God sent us in Jarvis Street wa:s 
thart the Devil must have withd1"awn himse1£ frDm Ja,r­
V'is StTleeJt Churclh! SDme time after that Dne young 
girl 'slaid, "I ha'tdly .knew there. Wla's 'a Devil u!ntil I 
came toO Jarvis Street; laIl'd 'he 'has 'been 'at me. ever 
since"! There is nO' diDU'bt about ,that. Her·e \VaIS1 

Joshua ·&tanding in the .?,r,esence of the LDrd, and at 
hilS right 'hand, Satan ·read.y itO' 1"esist him: And you 
knOow what the Scri'Pt\1're 'saY'S, "The SDns 'Df GDd came 
to present themse1V'es 'be£Dre the L'D'rd, and Satan ·came 
alsO' amDng them." You 'have Ithoughrt of Savan oSome­
tim~s as !being 'shut up in the 'bDt,tomlies's'pit---1lhe devil 
is not. in hell yet, did you know that? He is going to' 
he C'aoS,t intO' ·heN SDme day, 'heN is a pla-ce prepared .£01" 
the devil and ,hi,s angels'; 'bult he is nD!t there y,et. 
Where is he? -The Lord i3!sked him whence he 'Came, 
and hoe 'Slaid that ,he had been "gDing to' 'and f110 in t'he 
earth," and "walking U'P and down in it". He i,s n'Ot 
cDn:fined in the penitenti:a·ry! The Devil goes to' 'Church 
every Sun:day where the gDspel- is 'Pf\eache:d'---he does 
nDt need ,to' gO' elsewiher·e, hlllt he is never a'bsenlt from 
the church whef\e the gDsperof God',s wace ils !preached, 
he is always there to' resist the seeking soul. "Standing 
at 'hi~ right 'hand to' resist him." 

And dO' YDU .remember ;how he tempted Dur Lord in 
the wildernes·s? He Wta'S nolt in hell, he was fr·ee too 
tempt the ·Lor.d-and he is £ree to' foll'Ow YDU wherever 
you gO'. Some ·day, bloessed ,be ·God, he i,s going to' be 
:put in chains-and may that day be hastened '!-sDme day 
he will be ,chained, and 'cast intO' the bDttomless pit . 

. This e3!rth will'l ,be wo·rI\:h living in then, ,il!: will be 'a 
glori'Ou1s thing to' live on the earth when the Devil is 
·remDved frDm it .. But at p'r,e'sent h~ is !at -large, and 
he i's Ibusy about 'his W01"k. Oh, he wears a gDwn 'and i3. 
cDll:1ege 'cap, ,and 'aniSwers to' the degree of d'Odor ,0£ 
phil'Os'Ophy-and nDt infrequent'ly dO'dtor Df dlivini,ty 
too, !he is the most rel"gious per.sO'n in the wDrld. ,But 
he i:s alway.s p.r,esent, he is. present when Joshua the 
hiogh !priest CO~eiS intO' the pres'ence Df the Lord. 

Let me ,remind YDU thart 'the Devil is a great ince.n­
-diary, he is a-lwa)'ls going arDund !burning !hui'lidlings, 
setting fire to' things. Did you knDw tlhat YDU have 
some fire in YDU behind your teeth? Diod you knOow 

that the tongue i's ·a Httle member seJt Dn fi,re of Hen? 
What dDes the Scripture say about it-"It is set Dn ~re 
of 'hell". Yes; the Devil is always gDing abDut W1t!h 
a flaming t01'>ch, seeking to' burn dDwn the ~emp.les 'Of 
the LDrd. And that is why 'human fire-extmgUl'shers 
are nO' gDDd-YDU ,camnDt put Dut the fire that i()he 
Devil starts' it needs mD~e than human power to' -clIO 
that, far mo;e than human pO'wer. A prDminent New 
York Baptist layman said a few year~ ag?, "We used 
to talk Df p'Juoking brand's DUt Df the burnmg; nDW we 
al"e exerting Durselves ,to' put Dut ,the fi.re." Wha~ fDlly ! 
NO' 'human power ·can exrt:inguisih the fi're. 'Dh'at IS why 
it i's; dea·r friends, that when YDU pray; )'IDU are 'C'On­
sdOU:S'Df the pr·esence Df evil. SDme man here may say, 
"S,ir, I have tried to' pray and I cann'Ot pray, when I 
hDW before God when I try to' pDur DUt my soul ,and 
cDnfes!S my sin, 'I feel that I am such a 'sinne: that I 
cannDt pray. AU kinds of 'suggestiDns CDme mtD my 
mind, suggesl1:i'Dns ,t'hat it is nO' u's'e·tD pray. That God's 
prDmises 'are nDt true, th,e B,ib'le is n?,t true,.J esU's wa's 
nbt made sin fDr us, He ,dId nDt dIe fo~ ismners. A 
:vhouSland ·evil ,thoughts CD me int,Oo my mmd: I SDme­
times wonder if it is mental, I have sDmetimes won­
dered if I am IDsing my 'mind, while seeking to' get rioghit 
with God. I never have heen :so ·conscious '00£ the power 
Df evi1 as I have been since I have 'begun ,to' pray." 
CDming in all YDur filthy garments intO' ·tlhe ~resoence 
of the LD'rd Satan is ,always ,there to' reSlost you. 
"When a st;Dng man armed keepeth :hios paIa'ce, his 
gDods are in peaICe; 'but when a stronger than he sh~l1 
come upon him, and ·Dverc'Omt: him, !he taket~h ,from h1~ 
a'1'l h.is armDur Wlherein he tmSlted, and d1v1deth hi'S 
spDils." 

So the Devil is very 'rea'l. The worst ;devil of ,aIl.is 
nO' devil 'at all. DO' not let anyDne lp,erosotl:3!de yDU' ,that 
he has .resigned : he is ,still goi~g to cihU'rch, 'st~I'1 gDing 
to pmyer meeJting; 3;nd 'he wll1 fDHow you 'I.ntD the 
secret p'la,ce Df prayer-wherever you are, ;he Will stand 
at )'IDUt righil: hand to' ',resist yDU. My ibretoh'l"en, ?'e is 
the :adversa:ry. The Devil, under anDther figure, IS re­
pres,enteda's 'a lion walking a'bDut "'Seeking whom he 
may ·devtour". He is ,bent on your diestructiDn' a-n.1d 
mine; and he wiU fol,ID'W us right jntt? the presence 'Of 

. GDd, ,right up to' !the mer·cy seat, and when we bOlW 
with a prayer Df penitence upon our lips, 'he wi1~ Itry 
to' dam it 'ba·ck, and keep U'S 'bad(; frDm GOod. 

But ah, this is ,a glori'Ous gospel-listen: "And the 
Lord's'aid untO' Savan, The Lord rebuke :thee, 0 Satan; 
even the LDrd t'hait hathchDsen JerUls~l.em rebuke thee: 
is nDiI: this a 'brand ,plucked out of the fire ?.-Wihat have 
YDU to' say abDut it?"-Helaven .challenging Hell­
",there is the,trDphy 'Of My g'ra'ce, I ·plucked 'him 'Out Df 
the fire. What 'have you ·tD ·say again:s!t ih'i:m?" "If 
God !he fD~' us" whO' can be againslt UlS?" It is a great 
thing to' Ihave God 'On YDur 's~de; £.Dr just 'as sure'ly as 
SaJtan would keep 'us ba'ck frDm God, 'God stand's ready 
to 're'buke the adversary. 

DO' not~ig.ht1y speak evil Oof dignitaries. YDU re­
member ,that we have a lesson in Scriptu~e: "MiClhael, 
the Q:r-changel, When 'CDntending .with the devil he di.s­
puted a;bDut the :bO'dy 'Df MDses, dU'l1st nDt !bring againlSlt 
him 'a railing a:ccu'Sati'on, but s'aid, The Lord' 1"ebuke 
thee." Even the a'l"cihangel hanld:ed the devil Dver to 
the Lor,d, as ,thDUgh ihe wou'l:d 'Slay, "He is too mouch 
even for an are'hiangel." And w'he~ an archange'l has 
learned IhU'mility and dependence upon God, it i's 'be-

t· 
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caming in us to' be afraid-.tt:he devil is taO' mu'dh for 
every 'One af Uls. ' . 

Joshua is there, Satan is there; and I rejake to· ab­
serve 1!hat J a Sih'ua had nothing to say-nOlt'hing to 's'ay 
--nothing ,to' ,say-noit a wO.rd:-:he. wa~ ab~l~tely 
silent! In aU ius filth, 'and aLl hI's mlqUlty, clad 1'0 filthy 
garments, he ha:d ~athin!f, to' say--'beca'~se 'he did not 
need toO 'say anylthmg! The Lord s'ald ut;lto Sat3.l11, 
The Lard rebuke fuee, 0 Satan." May He 'say thait 
to-night! May He rehuke t~e en~my of saull,s It:?­
nigtht. Even 'as I pre~Clh, He lsactlve !d:a~n there In 

the 'Pew. A 'SuggestloOncame to' your mmd a half­
minute agO', and yau said, "I don't like that preacher 
t,a-night"-that is nO' new thipg, of 'course, to many 
peo!p'le-"I have a mind to' ,take my coat and' go." 'Yes, 
the devil wauld like, to get you out ;before yau a're 
saved. W'On't you Chdstian people' pr,ay Ithat i,n ,this 
very ''Service ta-nigfut the Lord may rebuke Satan, fo.r 
He had chosen Jerusalem, and that was 'a brand 
plucked ,out of the fi're. . 

So you see the brand did not pluck itself out; it did 
not fall ou!t 'a;f the fi're by accident; it ce4'ta:in1ly wa!! nail: 
evolved out a,f fue fire: it was in the fire, ·and' by a 
Mighty H3Jnd i.t was plucked out of ~he fire, an~ th~s 
wa's it 'saved fram complete destrucban. SahTlatl'On l'S 
a'ltagether of g'race. lit is the Lord Who plucks us out 
af the fire, A little Scotch boy'wa's 'asked what he bad 
done tawalid hi.s s·alv·ation-he must Ihave been taught 
af !the Spirit af Gad, for he 'sa:id, "I kicked !aU I 'cauM, 
and the Lord -did the rest." And that is the only con­
tri;butian that you o,r I have made !ta our awn 'salva­
tion: we have l'ebelled againlst God, we have resisted 
the overtures 'af HiS' mercy, we have refu'sed to advan­
,tage 'Ourse'lves af the. means of grace, ,we have d'One 
everything we possibly ,couM to stay in the fire; I3!nd if 
any af us are slaved, it is becau'se :the Lo.lid ",hath ·chosen 
Jerusalem", and 'has pluc~{ed us out of the fire., If you 
have failed: a thousand times, I bring to yau this me'S­
siage. 'Of la great Fireman WhO' gaes into ,the fi.re in 
arder to' iplluck hra'l1'ds 'ouil: 'Of the fire. There is mercy, 
there is gra'ce..:.....:ina ward, there is sa,lvatian far every 
ane 0'0£ us'. 

Remember "joshua was clothed wi:th fi'lthy gar­
ment'S'''--,but the Lard said, "Let fuem ,set a fair mi,tre 
upon Ihis Ihead. So they s'et a fair 'mitre upon his hood, 
and dOlthed him with garments." HlQw d·id it happen? 
Haw did they take ,away all his ,iniqui!ty, ;and a111his 
fi·L1!hy garment'S, and dathe him with fine -linen, and 
set la f'air mitre upon his head, while Satan wa's sta!nd­
ing at his. right hand .to' res'is!{: him? How did ·it ihap­
pen? Listen: "And tthe 'angel of the Lor:d 'stood by"­
that is how it happened.' Satan was fuere, but fue 
Angel a,f the Lard "'Y'as there. And wiha wa's the Angell 
of Ithe Lard? Who wa's the Angel of J ehav,a)h? Who 
wa'S the 'Angel '·af the Cavenant 'Of \the Old TeslfuJment? 
The Mediatar of the Caven3Jnt in ,the New. Satan staod 
there "to resist him", ,but ,the Angel said to' Satan, '''Do 
yau see ,ihim? Y:au 'have ,done your utmaslt to destroy 
him, you have kindl'ed the fires abaut him, yau have 
sought ,to' consume him-and there he 1'S, I, challenge 
you-you were pawerless to' effect your will. Is not 
~is a Ibmnd plu'cked ,aut 'Of the fi're?" And Satan had 
no answer! When the Lard rebukes him, he has .11'0' 

answer. Dan't get ,intO' an ,argument wilth fue devil, 

you wau~d 'be heaten in debate;, 'bu~ when the Lard 
rebukes him, he has "11'0' ,answer. ' 

Oh, may I ,reverently sugge'st that the L()rd seemed 
to 'say to' him, "Now that he is p'l'ucked ,ault of t'he fire 
we wiH dress 'him up, and we wiU make him fit ror the 
haly Presence. We will remave his' iniquities, they are 
aU ,taken away. I will put a new ,garment 'On him." 
And they put ,a new garment an ~him, and the prapi):let 
s'aid, "Set a fair miltre on his head. Let the wark be 
comp,leted. So they 'set a fair' mitre upon his' head." He. 
staod as a. 'holy high priest in the pre'sence ,af fue Lmd, 
for "the angel af the Lard stoad by." If I may withaut 
irreve4'ence say so, ,it i's a great privilege to' have Jthe 
Angel of Ithe Lard ;far yaur Valet, to' help you ·change 
your clothes, to' get rid of the filthy garments, and to' 
get an the rabes 'af rightea'Us,ne'Sls; for you never ,will 
get cleaned up unless the Angel af the Lal"d 'stands by, 
let me teU you that. ," 

A'nd n'Ot only may we have the Angel 'Of the Lard, 
but all the angel'S': "Are Itlhey nat all ministering spirits, 
sent flQrth to' min~s\ter far' them wlha 'shall be heirs' af 
salvation?" If anly yau seek the £3Jce af God, fue ,devil 
being yaur a'dversary natwithstanding, the Angel, and 
the angels, will st3.l11d by untn you are do,thed in fine 
linen, dean and white, and fit ':DOIr ,the !presence 0'.£ !the 
Lord. 

What e1s,e? Ah, ·read an in the chapter a:nd yau will 
find the exp1'anati'On '0.£ that mirade: "Hear n'Ow, 0 

. J os'hua the 'high priest, thou, and /thy fellaws ,fu'at sit 
before thee: far ,they !3Jre men wondered at." Ah, mar­
vel of gra'ce,aU heaven standing aghast, ·fil'led with 
wonder', ,saying, "Haw can it Ibe?" And this rs it'he 
answer, "Behold, I will bring f,orth my servant the 
BRANCH." "In fue vol'ume.af ,the !ba'Ok it is written 
af me, I delight to' ,dO' ,thy wiN, 0 my Gad."· And He 
will 'came, \the BRANCH. I read of Him .to-night; I 
read to' you what the Branch is gaing to' dO', not on!ly , 
far' individual's, not only far 'Saciety ultimately in ·fue 
mHlennium glary, but far the whale crea..tian: the 

, Branch is gaing to dTive the devi,l from fuis earlth, and 
chain him in the bottamless pit, and make the eartth 
a place fit to i>ive in. H'Ow is it done? "He made him 
to be sin far us, ,whO' knew 1110' sin; ,that we might be 
made the righteau'S.nes·s af God in h.im." ,He went into 
the fi,re, He braved the sltarm far us; 'and He has the' 
marks of the fire upan His hands, and upon His 'brow, 
in His side, and in His feet. "Hi,s' vi'sage wa'S sa ma'rred 
m'OTe than any, man, and his form mare than the sons 
of men." He went,into the fire for u's, and He came 
ou.t af the fire 'holding ,in the strang 'hand 'Of His Omni­
patence /the trap hies of Hi,s 'grace, ,far He 'says, "They 
shaH 'never perish, neiither SihaU any man pluck fuem 
a11t af my '~and." . He flings that ·C'hallenge intO' the 
teefu of Ihell, "Is not this a brand plucked out of the 
fi,re?" . . 

But 'some day w~ shaH be' mare ,t'han :brands !plucked 
aut af :the fire; some day the ,cha!rred partion will fall 
away; same ·day we 'sha'la 'be Itranslated into the glory. 
~ :lave to :t'hi'nk haw Jahn who had ha:d a l,ang, wide, 
and riC'h experience, 'had 'a vision 'Of "·a great multitude, 
which no man cauld",number"; land the 'angei, his' 
heavenly guide, said, "What are these which 'are ar­
rayed in whi,te robes? and whence came t'hey?" J a'hn 

, loaked -at them, and Ithey did not loak like brands 
plucked out 'Of the fire at '3J1l: lthe're were 'no marks 'Of 

(Continued on page 16.) . 
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GOD'S ORDER AND OURS. 
Scripture is often misquoted ~nd oftener misapplied. As 

an instance we remember an occasion when we were talking 
about something connected with the present controversy. One 
to whom our remarks were addressed, ventured to quote a 
verse to the effect that the biblical order was "first peaceable, 
then pure". But that doesn't .happen to be what the verse 
says; it is rather that "the wisdom that is from above is 
first pure, then peaceable" (James 3:17). The same order 
is found in the Beatitudes: "Blessed are the pure in in heart. 
... Blessed are the peace makers" (Matt. 5 :8, 9). 
. A soul cannot have peace while in sin.' ~'There is no peace 
saith my God, to the wicked" (Isaiah 56:21). An assembly. 
cannot have peace until it be made pux:e (I Cor. 6:6, 7). 

A great many in this day are crying for peace in our Con­
vention. . How can there be peace while there is a com­
promise with unbelief? To those who bid us be at peace, we 
would answer, "Restore scriptural purity; then we can come 
to terms of amity." 

• • • 
THE NEW SUNDERLAND ASSOCIATION. 

Representatives from thirteen Regular Baptist Churches 
in the district extending from Orillia to Bobcayge'On met in 

. the Fenelon Falls Baptist Church on Wednesday, October 
10th. Those present were enthusiastic in E'Ildorsing the idea 
of a new association along Fundamental lines. Rev. Mr. Ca­
rew was chosen as the first Moderator. Mr. Wm. Fraser, 
of Jarvis Street, Toronto, gave an inspiring address at the 
evening session. Representatives returned home in the con­
viction that something definite had been really accomplished. 

• • • 
STANLEY AVE., HAMILTON. 

Stanley ·Avenue Baptist Church, Hamilton, has been en­
joy,ing the ~inistry of Dr. Leon Tucker and his musical mes­
sengers, but last Friday night the campaign was interrupted 
as far as to hold a special mass meeting to discuss the recent ' 
expulsion of thirteen churches from the Baptist Convention 
of Ontario' and Quebec. Pastor Loney occupied the chair 
during the fore part of th.e service, and Rev. W. J. H. Brown 
during the latter. Rev. G. W. Allen congratulated the pastor 
and membeors of the Stanley Avenue Baptist Church on being 
worthy to bear some of the Master's reproach in that city. 
Rev. W. E. Atkinson, the secretary of our Union, stated that 
five of the thirteen churche'S expelled from the old Conven­
tion were not members of the ·Union. He made it clear that 
not one of these churches was expelled for any doctrinal de­
fection; it was rather because they refused to fellowship 
modernistic teachers. Rev. C. J. Loney declared that the 
officers of the old Convention would allow one to believe any­
thing or deny anything, as long as he bowed the knee to the 
image of modernism, which they had set up; but that those 
who stood by the Word of God, were prepared to go even 
to the fiery furnace before they would dishonour the Lord 
that bought them. . 

'" '" '" 
LINDSAY, ONTARIO. 

Since the formation one year ago, in Lindsay, Ont., of a 
Regular Baptist Church along Fundamentalist lines, eleven 
members have 'been received by baptism and letter. The 
church is now fully organized, with Sunday School, 
F.B.Y.P.A., Women's Missionary Society, and' Mission Band, 
besides the regular Sunday services and the prayer meeting. 
Student-pastor H. Chambers has been leading the work there 
during the past summer, and has been asked to continue as 
pastor throughout the winter months. 

EAST ZORRA. I 

For two years Rev. R. J. Campbell has been pastor of the 
16th Line and 13th Line Churches of East Zorra, and his 
niinistry has been blessed of God there. Last July the Pastor 
resigned, and in the consideration of his resignation the 
question of modernism was discussed. By a small majority 
the 16th Line Church decided to stand by the Baptist Con­
vention of Ontario and Quebec and heilce by McMaster. At 
the 13th Line, however, the decision was quite different, for 
almost the total me~bership put themselves on record as op­
posd to Marshallism. Naturally Pastor Campbell was invited 
to stay with the 13th Line Church and their strength was 
increased by a number coming to them from the 16th Line, 
that they might stand together upon the Word of God. A 
few weeks ago the pastor baptized five 'candidates and more 
are awaiting baptism. 

'" '" '" 
A NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL AT NEVILLE PARK. 

The Willowdale Baptist Church has opened another Sunday 
School in the midst of a needy district, called Neville Park. 
On the opening Sunday, October 21st, there: were some 
twenty-five boys and girls present, besides many adults from 
the mother church. The following Sunday the" attendance 
totalled fifty-eight. Mr. J. Bollo.ns is superintendent of this 
new work. ' 

'" '" '" MARIA ST. MISS10N: 
During the past summer a work, which truly was "begin­

ning at Jerusalem", was carried on in the Maria St. Mission, 
West Toronto, by Miss C. R. Johnson and Miss E. Trout. 
The Daily Vacation Bible School, open air. meetings, together 
with house to house visitation, occupied the time of our 
missionaries. The Lord blessed His Word in this field, where 
Roman and Greek Catholicism holds sway. Several professed 
conversion. Miss Johnson is still carrying on the good work. 

'" '" '" 
MR. C. McGRATH AT ROUYN. 

Rouyn is a town of over four thousand, of which the 
majority are French Catholics; but there are only two 
churches in the town,-Roman Catholic and' Anglican. Dur­
ing the 'past summer Mr. Charles McGrath, who was con­
verted under the ministry of Rev. Morley Hall, Timmins, 
Ontario, was stationed at this place. Although faithful 
visitation was done, it was almost entirely impossible to get 
the people to a service in a mission hall. Therefore most 
of the preaching was done in the open air. Throughout the 
larger part of the summer' three meetings a week were held. 
Thus as many as four hundred people would attend 
one se~vice. It was not unc.ommon for the preacher to be 
interrupted by "drunks" but he remained undaunted. 

During the last six weeks of the summer mission work was 
also done in Noranda, a town of some twelve hundred,about 
a mile from Rouyn. After much persistent effort the 
preacher did succeed in getting a few to in-door servi~es. 

The last Sunday of the summer season Mr. McGrath 
preached in the First Baptist Church, Timmins. In his 
audience that Sun9ay eve~ing were men, with whom he has 
worked while he was still unconverted, who had not been in 
church for twenty-five years. This strong preacher is now 
in his second year at the Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

'" ... ... 
MORE OPEN-AIR PREACHING. 

Our Lord Jesus was a great open-air Preacher; indeed, 
His greatest public addresses were delivered under the blue 
sky. Last winter. a certain young man was converted in 
Jarvis St. Baptist Church one Sunday evening. Within a 

.. 



\ 

o,~ __ ~ ______ ~ ________________________________________ ~ __________ _ 

Nov-ember 1, 1928 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (431) 15 

month he was teaching a class in the Junior Department of 
the Sunday School. Now before his conversion he had been 
accustomed to spend a good deal of time during the racIng 
season at the Woodbine. He thought therefore that when 
that season came round, he ought again to visit the tracks; 
but this time with a different purpose. An excellent open­
air meeting was therefore held right in front of a gaming 
place. The proprietor tried to stop the meeting, but" his 
efforts. only brought more people,' to whom Gospel tracts 
were given. We are glad to say that this same youn'g man, 
who was led, of the Lord in this bold effort to preach the 
Gospel, is attending the evening classes 'of the Toronto 
Baptist Seminary. 

••• • 
SMALL' GROUPS EVERYWHERE. 

The salt of the earth is well scattered. We have just 
heard of several groups of Baptist Fundamentalists in the 
neighbourhood of Wingham, of which we had not known 
before. . Pray for them and for many others in like position, 
that the way may be opened for very definite· service for • 
Christ. 

• .* * 
SUNDERLAND ASSOCIATION YOUNG PEOPLE'S 

RALLY. 
The young people of the newly formed Sunderland Associa­

tion are holding a rally at First Markham Baptist Church 
also pn the afternoon and evening of Thanksgiving day. 

• * * CLERKS, ATTENTION! 
Report forms are being sent to all our Union churche'S. 

·Will clerks kindly see that they are completely filled out and 
sent back as soon as possible? 

* * • 
MT. PLEASANT RD., TORONTO. 

The campaign of Mt. Pleasant Rd. Baptist Church, 
Toronto, with Rev. Neil McIntyre, "Scotland's Blind 
Evangelist", is changed in date on account of our Convention, 
to November 11th following. 

* .' • 
DELEGATES, ATTENTION! 

The Secretary of Convention arrangements asks that all 
delegates who desire billets for the Convention to be' held in 
Stanley Ave. Baptist Church, Hamilton, Nov. 27-30, kindly 
forward their names to Mr. Clarence Challen, 475 Dundurn 
St. South, Hamilton.' 

* . * • 
PRAYER REQUEST. 

Pray for a: church which is torn by strife that seems 
incurable. Pray for the Fingall, Ont., Church, which is in 
need of a thousand dollars for building repairs. 

• * • 
F.B.Y.P.A. RALLIES. 

The Fundamentalist Baptist Young People's Association 
of Ontario and Quebec is holding four Thanksgiving Con­
ferences on the afternoon and evening of Mop.day, November 
12th, at which addresses will be given as indicated below. 
At each conference there will be periods entirely devoted to 
prayer and testimony, in addition to an open discussion of 
our plans and work, led by a member of the executive' com­
mittee. All members of the F.B.Y.P.A. and others interested. 
are' invited to meet with us at one of these conferences. Pray 
that the Spirit of the Lord may be present in mighty power, 
and come prepared to tell what the Lord has done for you 
and for your work. ' 

PROGRAMME. 
Place of Meetings: Speakers: 

Calvary Baptist Church, Ottawa ...... Mr. C. J. Simpson. 
, Rev. A. G. Turkington. 

" Tentative 
PROGRAM 

1ST ANNUAL ,CONVENTION 
UNION OF REGULAR BAPTIST CHURCHES 

OF ONTARIO AND QUEBEC 
Stanley Ave. Regular Baptist Church, 

HAMILTON, 

November 27th to 30th, 1928. 

November 27th. 
10 a.m.-Board Meeting. 

2 p.m.-Meeting for Ministers. 
Prayer and Praise. 
Discussion of future plans. 
Address' by Dr. W. L. Pettingill. 

7.30 p.m.-Song Service. 

9 a.m. 
to 

12.30 p.m. 

Devotional led by Rev. Clifford J. Loney. 
Appointment of Committees:. 

Committee of Scrutineers: 
Committee of Nominations. 
Introduction of Ministers. 
Committee on Arrangements. 

Presidential Address-Dr. T. T. Shields. 

November 28th. 
Prayer Meeting. 
Devotional led by Rev. J. G. Connor. 
Report on Ministerial Superannuation Fund. 
Discussion of action of the Superannuated 

Ministers' Board of the Baptist Convention 
of Ontario and. Quebec. 

2 p.m.-Devotional led by Rev. H. W. Bower. 
Report of Rev. A. St. James on French Evangelism 

and the action of the Grande Ligne Mission 
Board regarding St. Paul's Baptist Church. 

Report on Young People's work and discussion with 
referenc~. to a . Summer Bible Conference. 

7.30 p.m.-Devotional . 
Address by Dr. W.L. Pettingill. 

November 29th. 
9 a.m. 

to 
12.30 p.m. 

Devotional. 
Report on, British Columbian Western Missions. 
Mr. Duncan., 
Rev. W. J. Thomson. 
Election of Convention Officials. 
Report of Enrolment Committee. 

2 p.m.-Devotional. 
Report on Home Missions. 
Discussion re Home Missions. 
Message by Dr. W. L. Pettingill. 
Repo~ on Jewish Missions. 

7.30 p.m:-Song Service and Devotional. 
Jewish Evangelism. . 
Address by Dr. T. T. Shields or Dr. W. L. Pettingill. 

November 30th. 
9 a.m. Prayer. 

to . Devotional. , 
Christie St. Baptist, Toronto .......... Rev. J. F; Holliday. 

Rev. W. Gordon Brown. 
Wortley Rd. Baptist, London .......... Rev. W. N. Charlton. 

-. 12.30 p.m. Educational Report-Toronto Baptist Seminary. ' 
. Report of the Women's Missionary Society. 

. Rev. John Dodds. 
Shenstone Memorial Baptist, 

Brantford. . .................................... Rev. H. S. Bennett. 
Rev. A. J. Loveday. 

Any F.B.Y.P.A. which has not received a full programme, 
may receive same by writing to the secretary, Mr. S. L. 
White, 87 Murray St., Brantford, Onto 

2 p.m.-Devotional. 
Address by Dr. W. L. Pettingill. 
Foreign Mission Report. 
Unfinished Business. 

7.30 p.m.-Song SerVice and Devotional. 

. ' 

Address by Dr. T. T. Shields. 
Address by Dr. W. L. Pettingill. 
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MONEY FOR LIBERIA. 
We received this week a cheque from the wife of a Baptist 

minister in Michigan. She had read that Rev. A. J. Lewis 
is en route for Liberia, and forwarded her contribution 
toward his expenses. We pray God that many others, even 
outside of the geographical bounds of our Union, will follow 
this good ·example. • 

* * * 
THE GO~PEL CAR. 

At the opening of last summer's' seasolli a Gospel Car was 
equipped by the Regular Baptists. A Ford light .truck was 
used, texts: being painted on its body. Messrs:. , N. ripe and 
S. Jeffery were sent forth as travelling evangelists With this 
car. These two students did fine work for Christ. The car 
visited Bowmanville, Port Do·ver, Marbing, Boston, Mt. 
Hamilton, Fenelon Falls, Bobcaygoon, Lindsay and Walsh. 
Mr. Jeffery reports as follow.s: 

"The Regular Baptist Gospel Car is unique, and that ap­
peared quite evident from the various: looks: cast in our di­
rection this summer. We had our share of glances of" 
amazement, approval and disdain. One day, while we were 
fixing a tire which some children had punctured, a man 
pas'sed in a truck. When he came opposite us he shouted 

. some vile imprecatory oaths at us "Baptists" and drove on. 
"Our work was compos'ed mostly of open-air meetings'. At 

these meetings .the Gospel was preached, tracts and go·spels 
were distributed, and pers'onal work was carried on. Ten 
known conversions took place d-uriIig our ministry, but only 
in eternity wHl the actual results be known, for mas'ses of 
people were reached this summer by .the Word of God, whic~ 
never returns to Him void. One lady was distressed 8100ut 
home troubles, but ibefore she left she 'had the assurance of 
her salvation, and! faith in a Lord who could care for all her 
troubles. A boy about fourteen to whom we spoke, seemed 
very much concerned, and before he left, he believed in his 
heart and confes'sed with his mouth the Lord Jesus. 

"At F·enelon Falls we met six young people from Grace 
Baptist Church, Toronto, who helped us at every meeting. It 
was also our pleasure there to have at some of our meetings 
Mr. T. Urquhart, Rev. Fl'eischeT, of Stouffville; Rev. P. B. 
Loney, of Toronto, and one of hiS' deacon'S, Mr. Mellish. One 
night d~rectly 'after the meeting, the McMaster supporters 
attacked us for distributing Gospel Witnesses-in which 
the McMaster 'students were called 'little green theological 
parrots chirping Marshallism,' (May 24, 1928 issue). A 
sharp argument ensued and ended with promises of more to 
follow the next night. The following evening we had hardly 
set up the organ before a crowdJ gathered. By the time 
hymn sheets were distributed, the street corner was packed 
with about three hundred or more people. A glorious meet­

.'ing followed, and not a word was said about the previous 
evening by either party. Gospel Witnesses were again dis­
tributed, much to the dIspleasure of ·the opposition, tracts 
were given out, and .personal work was done. 

"The upkeep of the truck was: maintained only 'by free­
will offerings and commission on Christian literature sold. 
Sometimes the treasury contained only a few cents and 
sometimes little more. Some people, seeing the official name 
on the truck, 'Blpparently thouogiht all ~pen-ses were paid, by 
the Union, and therefore did not contribute. But others 
made up for them, and the Lord never saw us in need once. 
One woman asked who was supporting us'. The Lord. Yes, 
I know, she 'said, but who is paying the expenses? The Lord 
<Nd so all through. . 

·"In every way the Lord blessed us all summer. Mueh of 
that blessing, we know, came to us because of the prayers of 
God's people~ for which we praise Him.. We also. wish. to 
take this opportunity .of thanking those Christi8ln friends 
who bore us up before the· throne of grace." 

JARVIS ST.· 
Last Sunday in Jarvis Street was a day long to be remem­

bered. From the Bible School hour at 9.45 until the close 
of the praise and' testimony meeting at 10.30 p.m. the' pres­
ence of the Lord filled the house.. Dr. Pettingill'preached a 
strong expository sermon in the morning, and gave an evan­
gelistic message in the evening. There were several. co~ve:ted 
at both services, and a great many reconsecrated their lIves 
to the Lord. Dr. Pettingill's. ministry is being signally blessed 
of God in our midst. He wiN. preach next Sunday morning 
and evening, November 4th. 

"A BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE FIRE" 
(Continu·ed from page 13.) 

the fire upon them. "Why," he said......-if I may pa'ra­
phrase his, saying-"They have -no ma:r·k!s of the thorns 
aboot them, as though they 'had been among ,the br-i·ars ; 
I .see no disfigUTement, as Ithough they had been en­
gaged in wa.r; there is n'O stain upon their' ga.rments, 
a!S th0'se who ha·dl been in a 'long j'ourney-they aTe 
c16Ithed in g3:l'itnents pure and white, and they have 
palms in ,their hands, and they are praising God." John 
s!aid, "I have had a ,lolJ1g experience, but I never· saw 
a'nyone -like tlhat before. They beaT no resemblance 
to anyone I ever saw on the ea'rth." And the angel 
ansrwered, "These are they which 'came ou,t of great 
tr,ibul'atFon, and have washed their 1"obes, and made 
them white in 'the blood 0.£ The Lamb. Therefore are 
they befoTe the throne of God, 'and serve him day and 
night in his temple: a'nd he tha.'t sitteth 'On the throne 
shall dwe'll among them. They shaM hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more: neither SlhaLl- the sun light on 
them, nor ·a.ny hea.t. For the lamb whkh is in the 
mids-t '0'£ the thl"one shall' feed Ithem, and shalliea.d them 
unto Hving f'ountains of waters: and God shalll wipe 
away aU tears from their eyes." Thus gr.aJce will so 
completely restore us, that when we ·get to glory there 
will not be 'a single mark of 'Sin upon us. 

And J'Ohn says, "I behe'td, and, 10, in the midst of 
the throne and of the :i)our beasts, and in the midst 'of 
the e'fders, st·ood a Lam!b 'as it had been s!lain." The 
only mark·O'£ sin in iheaven i's upon Jes'u's Himsel.£; He 
bore "our sins in his ·own .body on the tree" ;' went into 
the fi,re, a:nd br.ought us out of Ithe fire, and bearS! Him­
self the only s·cars. But They 'are no disfigurement I 
These SCM'S wiLl ·endear Him to His Tedeemed people 
through aU eternity; 'and when unnumberede miUen­
niums have run ,their ·course, and we 'have ,had time 'and 
opporltunity to explor~ aU the marvels of heaven ...... I 
do, ndt know what heaven is. It may be we slhaJ:l fly, 
as Spurgeon suggested, from ·constellati·on to coO'steI­
latiton. The boundaries of Hie ,will !he pushed ha.ck, 
and unhindered by the principaIities and! ip.owers in ,the 
heavenly pta'ces, snaJll be known by the ,chur-clh ,the 
manHold wisdom of God-and' .when unnumbered 
mi1'1eniums have passed, whatever wonders the future 
ma,.y d~sdose, we shill n'ever get palst the wonder of 
tMs, that "God 'S'O loved the world, tlhat he ·gave his 
only Ibegotten Son, that whos·oever believeth ;in him 
should not perish, !hut 'have ever-lasting 'life." We must 
yield ourselv·es to Him a,s the halif-uncoO's'oious form. 
does ito the firema·n who goes thl"oug'h the flame and 
smoke, and gathers him up in his strong 'ar-ms, a~d 
takes him out of the !burning .buiM,ing. 

"Nay, ;but I yi~ld, I yiel'd, 
. I can hold 'out no llonger, 

I.slink, Thy dying love -compeHeod 
To .own Thee Conque1"Or." 

Let us p,ray: 0 L'ord our God, verify Thy Word to­
night; by .8'overign gl1ace through T'hy Spirit prove it 
to be true, we 'beseech Thee. Break down all Ihu:man 
prejudi.ces; command the o'bedience 'Of wiUs thalt have 
long been. 'Obdurate ; ·open The Iheart of men and women 
f.rom whOim Jesus Christ has been excluded; ,lett Thy 
wounded hands pluck 'bran dis from the burning, to the 
glory 'Of Thine own great na:me, Amen. • 

.. 
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Gruals' fur· t4~ Altar )firf 
By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D:D., Dean of Toronto Baptist Sem~nary. 

Conviction.-
One day (amongst all the sermons our parson made) hi.s 

subject was, to treat of the Sabbath' day, and of the ~vIl 
of breaking that, either with labour, sports or otherwIse. 
(Now, I was, notwithstanding ~y religion, c;me that took 
some delight in all manner of VIce, and espeCIally that was 
the day that I did solace myself therewith): wherefore I 
fell in my conscience under ,his sermon, thinking and belie,:­
ing that he made that sermon on purpose to >show me my evIl 
doing. And at that time I felt what guilt was, though never 
before, that I can remember: but then I was, for the present, 
greatly loaden therewith, and so went home when the sermon 
was ended, with a great burthen upon my spirit. Wherefore, 
when I had satisfied nature with my food, I shook the sermon 
out of· my mind, and to myoId custom of sports I!.nd gaming, 
I returned w'ith great delight. But th~ same da~, as I was . 
in the midst of a game of Cat; and havmg struck It one blow 
from the hole, just as I was about to strike- !t the second 
time, a voice did suddenly dart from heaven mto my soul, 
which ·said, Wilt thou leave thy sins and go to heaven, or 
have thy sins and go to hell? At this I was put to an exceed­
ing maze· wherefore' leaving my cat upon the ground I looked 
up to he~ven, and was, as if I had, w~tli the eyes of my 
understanding, seen the Lord Jes~s looking down .upon m~, 
as being very hotly displeased WIth me, and as If He dId 
severely threaten me with some grievous punishment for 
these and other ungodly practices. 

.Monday, November 5th., 
Reformation.- Matt. iii:1-12 
Whe~efore I fell to some outward reformation both in my 

words and life, and did set the commandments before me 
for my way to heaven. Thus I continued about a year: all 
which time our neighbours did take me to be' a very godly 
man, a new and religious man, and did marvel much to see 
such a great and famous alteration in my life and manners: 
and indeed so it was, though yet I.knew not Christ, nor grace, 
nor faith, nor h~pe, for, as I have well seen since, had I t.hen 
died, my state had been most fearful. But, I say, my neIgh­
bours were ·amazed at this my great conversion, from pro­
digious profaneness, to something like a moral life: and, 
truly, so they well might: for this my conversion was as 
great, as for Tom of Bethlehem to become a sober man. Now 
therefore they began to praise, to commend, and to speak 
well of me, ·both to my face, and behind my back. Now I 
was, as they said, become godly: now I was become a right 
honest ~an. But oh! when I understood these were' their 
words and opinions of me, it pleased me mighty well. For, 
though as yet I was nothing but a poor painted hypocrite, 
yet, I loved to be tal~ed of as <?ne that w~s truly ~odlf' , I 
·was proud of my godhness, and mdeed, I dId all I dId, eIther 
to be seen of, or to be well spoken of, by men: and thus I 
continued for about a twe~ve-month, or more. 

Tuesday, November 6th. . I 

A strange language.- John iii:1-15 
But upon a day, the good providence of God called me to 

Bedford, to work on my ·calling: and in one of the streets 
of that town, I came where there were' three or four poor 
women sitting at a door, in· the sun, talking about the things 
of God: and being now willing to hear them discourse, I drew 

. near to hear what they said, for I was now a brisk talker 
also myself, in the matters of religion: but I may say, I heard 
but understood not; for they were far above, out of my reach. 
Their talk was about a new birth, the work of God on their 
hearts also how they were' convinced of their miserable state 
by nature; they talked how. God had v~sited their souls with 
His love in the'Lord Jesus, and with what words and pro­
mises \hey had been refreshed, comforted, and supported, 
against the temptations of the d~vil: moreover, .they re!1soned 
of the su~gestions and temptatIons of Satan m pa11acular; 

, \ 

l • 
and told to each other, by· which they had been affiicted and 
how they were borne up under his assaults. They a,lso dis­
cours!i!d of their own wretchedness of heart, and o~ their 
unbelief: and did contemn, slight and abhor their own right­
eousness, as filthy, and insufficient to do them any good. 
And, methought, they spake as if joy did make them speak: 
they spake with such pleasantness of scripture language, and 
with such appearance of grace in all they said, that they 
were to me, as if they had found a new world; as if they 
were people that dwelt alone, and were not to be reckoned 
among their neighbors. Nu""p. xxiii:9. 

Wednesday, November 7th. 
Loathsome self.- Isaiah vi:1-8 

I saw that I wanted a: perfect righteousness to present 
me' without fault before God, and this righteousness 'was no 
where to be found, but in the Person of Jesus Christ. But 
I was more loathsome in mine own eyes than was a toad, and 
I thought I was so in God's eyes too. I fell therefore at the 
sight of my own vileness deeply into despair; for I concluded 
that this condition that I was in could not stand with a state 
of grace. Sure, thought I, I am forsaken of God. While I 
was thus affiicted with the fears of my own damnation, there 
were two things would make me wonder: the one was, when 
I saw old people' hunting after the things of this life, as if they 
should live here always: the other was, when I found pro- . 
fessors much distressed and cast down, when they met with 
outward losses;- as of h\lsband, wife, child, etc. Lord, thought 
I, what a-do is here about such little things as these! What 
seeking after carnal things, by some, and what grief in others 
for the loss of them! if they so much labour after, and shed 
so many tears for the things of this present life, how am 
I to be bemoaned, pitied, and prayed for! My soul is dying, 
my soul is damning. Were my soul but in a good condition, 
and were I but sure of it, ah! how rich should I esteem my­
self though bl~ssed ;but with bread and water! I should 
count those but small' affiictions, and should bear them as 
little burthens. ~ wounded spirit who can bearl 

Thursday, November 8th. 
Grace Sufficient.- II Cor. xii: 1-10 •. 

But one morning as I was again at prayer, and trembling 
under the fear of this, That no word of Goa could help me, 
that piece of a sentence darted in upon me, My grace is suf­
ficient. At,this, methought I felt some stay, as if there might 
be hopes. Therefore I did still pray to God, that He would 
come in with this scripture more :f;ully on my heart; to wit, 
that He would help me to apply the whole sentence, for as 
yet I could not: that He gave, that, I gathered: but farther 
I could not go, for as yet it only helped me to 110pe there . 
might be mercy for me: My' grace is sufficient: And though 
it came no farther, it answered my former question, to wit, 
That there was hope; yet because for thee was left out, I was 
not contented, but prayed to God for that also. Wherefore, 
one day, when I was in a 'meeting of God's people, full of 
sadness and terror; for my fears again were strong upon 
me; and, as I was now thinking, my soul was never the bet­
ter, but my case' most sad and fearful, these words cUd with 
great power suddenly break in upon me: My grace is suf­
ficient for thee, My grace is sufficient for thee, My grace is 
sufficient for thee, three times together: And oh! methought 
that every word was a mighty word unto me'; as My, and 
g1'ace, and sufficient, and for thee; they were then, and some­
times are' still, far bigger than others be. 

Coming aright.­
i 

Friday, November 9th. , ' 

John vi:26-40 
This scripture also did now. most sweetly visit 'my soul; 

And him that c01neth to Me, I will in no wise cast out. Oh! 
the comfort that I had from this word, in no wisel As who 
should say, By no means, for nothing whatever he hath done. 
But Satan would greatly labour to pull this promise from me, 
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telling of me, That Christ did not 'I'Iwan me and such as I, 
but sinners of a lower rank, that had not done as I had done. 
But I would answer him again; Satan, here is in these words 
no such exception; but him that comes, him, any him: him 
that cometh to Mel will in no wise cast out. And this I ,well 
remember still, that of all the, slights that Satan used to take 
this scripture from me, yet he n\!ver did so much as put this 
question, But do you corme aright? And I have thought the 
reason was, because he thought I knew full well what coming 
aright was; for I saw that to come, aright, was to come as 
I was, a vile and ungodly sinner, and to cast myself at the 
feet of mercy, condemning myself for sin. If ever Satan 
and I did strive for any word of God in all my life, it was 
for thiS' good word of Christ; he'at on~ end, ,and I at the 
other: Oh! what work did we make! It was for this in John, 
I say, that we did so tug and strive, he pulled, and I pulled; 
but God be praised, I got the better pf him; I got some sweet­
ness from 

, . 
Saturday, November 10th. 

Peace with God.- I Cor. i:18-31 

Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us widsom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. For by 
this' scripture I saw that the Man Christ Jesus, as He..,.is 
distinct from us, as touching His bodily presence, so He is 
our righteousness and sanctification before God. Here,there­
fore I lived, for' some time very sweetly at pe'ace with God, 
through Christ; Oh! methought, Christ! Christ! there was 
nothing but Christ that was before my eyes: I was not now 
(only) for looking upon this and the other benefits of Christ 
apart, as of His blood, burial, or resurrection, but consider­
ing Him as a whole Christ! as He in whom all these, and 
all his other virtues, relations, offices' and operations met to­
gether, and that H~ sat on the right hand of God in heaven. 
'Twas glorious to -me to see His exaltation, and the worth and 
prevaHmcy of all His benefits, and that, because now I could 
look from myself to Him and should reckon, that all thos~ 
graces of God that now were green on me, were yet but like 
thofie cracked groats and four-pence-pal!pennies that rich 
men carry in their purses, when their gold is in their trunks 
at home: Oh, I saw my gold was in my trunk at home! In 
Christ my Lord and Saviour. Now Christ was all; all my 
wisdom, all my righteousness, all my sanctification, and all 
my redemption. 

Readings from "Grace Abounding" by John Bunyan. 

TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY 
AppeaJa Por 

YOUR EARNEST PRAYERS 

YOUR FINANCIAL' SUPPORT 

YOUR INFLUENCE' WITH, YOUNG 

MEN HAVING 1HE GOSPEL MINIS­

TRY IN VIEW 

This School depends fer its support on the gifts .f Gad'. 
people. ' , 

Write the Dean. 
Rev. T. I. Stockley. 

337 Jarvis S1.. loronto. 

BAPTIST aIBLE UNION LESSON LEAF 

Vol. III. REV. ALEX. THOMSON, Editor. No.4. 

Lesson 48. Fourth Quarter. November 25th, 1928. 

THE BELIEVER'S PEACE. 

Lesson Text: PhWppians, chapter 4. 

Golden Text: "Be careful for nothing; but in every thing 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. , And the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep yOUl" 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." (Phil. 4:6, 7). 

I. A RIGHT ATTITUDE (vs. 1-3). 
1. Following the statement concerning the b,lessed hope, 

given in the preceding chapter, the apostle exhorts the Philip­
pians to "stand fast in the Lord," (v. 1) or "stand firm in the 
~ord". After similar teaching he exhorts the Corinthians to 
the same end, to be "steadfast, unmoveable, always abound­
ing in the work of the Lord" (1 Cor. 15 :58). There are many 
things calculated to discourage one in the service of the Lord, 
but the expectancy of His return gives the victory over" 
such felings. It makes the spirit to glow with hope and takes 
the gaze from off the difficulties to set it upon the Lord. 2. 
This exhortation is followed by a personal appeal to two 
women to be reconciled to each other, (v. 2). The cause of 
the qua~rel between Euodia and Syntyche is not stated. It 
may not have been, very much,-most of us know how easily 
such disagreements arise, sometimes over trifles, and. what 
damage they do to the work! Such quarrels are entirely 
out of place among God's people: There should be one mind 
among them, even the mind of the Lord. 3. Continui,ng his 
appeal, the apostle requests that help be given these women 
in their efforts at reconciliation, (v. 3). Better to be peace 
makers than war 'makers, unless it be to engage in conflict 
with the enemies of the Lord. These womn had laboured ear­
nestly in the work with Paul, and with Clement, (possibly 
the one who later became bishop of Rome), and with other 
fellow-labourers whose names are in the book of life. At 
Philippi women were the first hearers of the gospel, and 
Lydia was the first convert, and women have always had 
much to do in the work of the Lord. Their service is valu­
able, and blessed is the church which has faithful women. 

, 
It THE' SECRET OF PEACE (vs. 4-9). 

1. There is a strain' of joy running all through this epistle 
and in the midst of his final exhortations the apostle again 
gives expression to it. "Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice," (v. 4). It is the privilege of Chris­
tians to have the joy of their Lord under all circumstances, 
a joy which comes from Him and not from their associations, 
therefore independent of the trials and troubles of life. 2. 
Proceeding the apostle further exhorts them to let their 
"moderation" or "forbearance" be known unto all men be­
cause "the Lord is at hand," (v. 5). Christians should ex­
hibit the spirit of mildness at all times, not self-assertive 
but calm and trustful, remembering the glorious hope of the 
coming of the Lord, when all wrongs shall be righted and 
rewards distributed. 3. There will surely be times of trial 

..for them, but they are not to be anxiously cax:eful at any 
time, rather are they by prayer and supplication, with thanks­
giving, to make known their requests unto God, (v. 6). And 
the peace of God which passeth all understanding shall help 
(as a garrison) their hearts and minds through Christ Jesus, 
(v. 7). Instead of worry there is to be prayer 'and this 
saturated with thanksgiving: ,There is much for which to 
thank God, especially when we remember that, all things 
work together for good to those who love Him who are the 
called according to His purpose; (Rom. 8: 28) • Even the 
most trying experience may be beneficial to us and to others, 
and the spirit of thanksgiving will sit and gaze upon the 
bright aspect otthe case. It will aid 'us in submission to our 
Lord's will, directing our attention to Him and His peace will ' 
take possession of us as a garrison takes possession of a cit­
adel. It is worth while to try thanking God for everything, 
and see the effect of it on the life. Every Christian is at 
peace with God, but not everyone is possessed by the peace 
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'of God. The one is the standing'in Christ, the other refers 
to .his state. May we all so live that the . state will corres­
pond. to the standing. 4. To enjoy this blessed experience 
requIre'S not only prayer but general watchfulness of attitude 
and conduct, so the apostle adds an exhortation to this effect, 
emphasizing first the importance of right thinking; for as a 
man thinketh in his heart so is 'he, (.Prov. 23 :7). We are to 
giv,e consideration to the things which are true; the mind 
should not dwell upon the false; upon "whatsoever things 
are ho~est.", or "venerable," "dignified~'; honest thought will 
resul~ In honest conduct, upon "whatso!!ver things are just"; 
deal Justly toward others even in thought, "whatsoever things 
are pure," pure thinking leads to pure living; "whatsoever 
things are lovely," loveable, endearing, "of good report". It 
is harmful to dwell upon evil reports; "if there be any virtue 
or praise think on these things" (v. 8). The mind should me­
ditate" upon the good and not upon the bad. There are times 
when evil must be dealt with, and the child of God is face 
to face with iniquity every' day, but the mind should not 
habitually·. dwell upon these things. . It should be taken up 
with the high and the holy, and when unholy matters must 
be considered and God has called 'some of His' servants to deal 
with the~, they should be approached in the light of holy' 
thought. But the thinking referred to .here has in mind the 
personal habitual thoughts, and too great emphasis cannot 
be laid upon the exhortation. 5. Following. this the' apostle 
enjoins the 'Philippians to follow his example, those things 
which they had learned and received and heard and seen in 
him they were to do, and the God of peace would be with 
them, (v. 9). The apostle followed the Lord closely and by 
the power of God within him he was a living illustration of 
the truth which he taught. ,He could therefore safely ask 
the Philippian saints to follow him, and put into operation 
the' things which they had learned. 

III. PHILIPPIAN LIBERTY (ys:. 10-19). 
1. The apostle in this section passes to a different yet re­

lated subject. The Philippians had sent him a gift by the,­
hand of Epaphroditus, (v. 18), and for this he expresses his 
joy, (v. 10). Evidently these friends had desired to help 
him prior to this occasion, but had lacked opportunity. The 
apostle does not complain of this delay, nor does he speak 
in respect of want for he had learned to ,be content in any 
state, (v. 11). He was truly possessed by the peace of God, 
though having a most varied experience, (v. 12), an ex­
ample to all who ar~ tried and tested. His strength was in 
his Lord through whom he could do all things, (v. 13). It 
is blessed to know that our Saviour supplies strength for 
every trial and every service. Through Him we can do all 
things but without Him we can do nothing, (John 15:5). 2. 
Lest they should think he was making light of their gift 
he now commends them for it, stating they had done well 
to communicate with his affliction, (v. 14), and he refers also 
to their previous giving, (vs .. 15, 16), which shows their great 
love' for him. It was not/the gift he was seeking after, how­
ever, but the fruit which would abound from it to their ac­
'count, (v. 17). He was grateful for the gift, however, having 
now all he required, having 'received of their bounty, through 
Epaphroditus which was acceptable and well pleasing unto' 
God, (v. 18). The apostle looked upon the gift as an offer-

. ing'~nto God, and not simply unto man. Our gifts should 
also be looked upon as offerings in this manner, given for the 
Lord's sake and not simply to please man. We shall then 
be more scrupulous about our giving. 3. In giving thus to 
the Lord, Paul assures those saints they would suffer no loss, 
for God would supply all th~ir need -according to His riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus, (v. 19). There is ground for faith 
and expectation in this blessed promise. It is the pledge of 
God to His children and if! really the equivalent of a signed 
blank cheque which the child of God fills in and presents at 
the bank of heaven and finds duly honoured. May we in 
simple trust .present it whenever 'required. 

IV. CLOSING SALUTATION (vs. 20-23). 
1. "Now unto God the' Father be the glory for ever and 

ever," (v. 20). In all things our Lord should be glorified, 
even in the giving and receiving of gifts. "Salute every saint 
in Christ Jesus," (v. 21). Convey greeting to every child of 
God, "the brethren which are with me greet you,'~. referring 
to his immediate attendants. "All the saints salute you/' (v; 

22), the members of the church in Rome, "chiefl.y they that 
are of Caesar's household," probably referring to the con­
verted slaves of the household (though there may have been 
others) many, if not most of whom would probably be led 
to the Lord 'through the apostle. The benediction Closes this 
instructive epistle, "The grace of Our Lord Jesus· Christ be 
with you all," (v. 23). 

. PASS ON YOUR COpy OF THE WI!l'NESS. 
N ever before have we had among our new subscribers so many 

who, when sending t,heir subs~riptions, stated that they "had 
been handed a copy of The Wttne88 by a friend" and desired 
to subscribe for themselves that they might receive the paper 
weekly. Why not distribute copies of The Witne88. you have 
Ott hand among your friends? And why not pass on your 
copy week by week after it is read? In this way you, will 
undoubtedly enable us greatly to increase our circulation. 
One friend, in the Ottawa valley, in renewing this week said 
her copy is passed among three families here, and then for­
warded to Ireland. We shall appreciate the efforts of our 
friends in this respect. . . 
. ;yte would remind our ~itne88 family also that The G08pel 
~ ttne88 needs the financIal support of all her friends-and 
she has many friends who send gifts regularly. Join this 
company, and help us in our fight for the faith. 

Another Suggestion. 
We received a letter to-day asking us to send "without 

delay" two copies of Dr. Shields' volume of sermons entitled, 
"The Ad'l)entt£~'e8 of a Modern Young Man". The writer 
stated that the book is to be used as the basis of study in a 
young people's orga.nization during the winter. We can 
supply copies of the book in paper cover for 50c. postpaid to 
any address. Write: The G081Jel Witne88, 130 Gerrard St. 
East, Toronto 2, Ontario. . 

"MAY THEIR TRIBE INCREASE." 
One day last week nean Stockley handed us. cheques for 

·$10.00 and $15.00 respectively received from Ontario towns 
for the Toronto Baptist Seminary. '. The following day he 
gave us a cheque for $100.00 for the Seminary from a friend 
li"~ing in .an Eastern Ontario city; and on the succeeding day 
stIll another cheque for $100.00 for the same work from' 
another city. God is raising up many friends for this work 
every day, and we ask our readers to continue in prayer 
that they may be multiplied all over this land, particularly 
among our Regular Baptists of' Ontario and Quebec. Pray 
for the Seminary, "talk to your friends about the Seminary, 
send your gifts to the Seminary. W~ shall be glad to send 
copy of the prospect.us to anyone interested. Send for a copy 
for yourself or for some young man or woman who has 
definite Christian work in view .. Write Dean T. I. Stockley, 
q?7 Jarvis Street, Toronto; 

Dr. Stockley will also be glad to communicate with churches 
about students for pulpit supply, or with those desiring the 
services of the male evangelistic quartettes. 

... . 

THE PASTOR AT HOME. 
Dr. Shields will be home a week from Su~day, November 

pth, when he and Dr. Pettingill will share the d'ay's p'reach­
mg. The Regular Monthly Communion Service has been 
postponed until that date, wben the ,great Jarvis Street' 
family will gather about the Lord's TSible; and the Pastor 
will welcome new members into our fellowship. 

DES MOINES UN1VERSITY 
U rgentIy Needs 

YOUR CONSTANT PRAYERS 
YOUR GENaIiOUs GIFTS 
YOUR SONS AND DAUGHTBRS 

Address. the Secretary-Treasurer, 
Des Moines University. 

. Dee Moines, Iowa. 

" 
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HURRY! HURRY! ALL ABOARD! 
BOOK YOUR PASSAGE TO JERUSALEM AT ONCE 

A Pilgrimage to Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Greece, Turkey and Italy, for $875 
Dr. Riley informs us that some changes' have been 

made in the plans for the Palestinian trip. These 
changes will be good news for the people taking it. 
Our time at sea will be cut down by taking a. faster 
ship. There will be no reduction of time on land. 
In all probability also the top price will be a little less 
than $1,350.00, the $875.00 figure remains the 
same. The present plan is to leave New York about 
March 8th, and the return trip will be made between 
the dates of May 3rd and 6th. Literature upon 
the whole subject will be out in ~ few days, and those 
desiring new literature may address cCThe Gospel 
Witness." The trip will be made on the Ausonia, 
.sailing from New York on March 8th, reaching on 
return trip New York about May 16th. The other 
points will be taken in turn as already anno~.tnced. 

The expenses of the trip per individual will be between 
$875 and $1,350 from New York to New York, depending 
upon the type of accommodation one desires. It is under­
stood, of course, that this expense includes everything­
transportation, meals, side trips, hotel; in fact, everything 
essential to the comfort of the passenger. 

Conceive of an entire shipload of people who all become 
acquainted with one an-other from the first day, companion­
able because they entertain kindred religious convictions and 
hold kindred spiritual ideals. What a fellowship! 

Think of a trip to Jerus'alem made doubly attractive by a 
Carefully Prepared Programme. 

On s·ome occasions we will gather in the cabin to hear an 
expert on some subject; another night to hear some of the 
greates,t musicians in America who will be companion travel­
lers with us. Men and women effective at story-teIling and 
recitation will also be employed for certain occasions. Every 
d'ay at a cer·tain hour a brief, delightfull Christian service will 
be held and every night a programme, but one that will 
delight the auditors ·and never offend the Christian conscience. 
How seldom do the high seas have soUch a ship sailing on them! 

Competent Men in Charge. 
It ought also to be understood by those who think of 

going that they will not have to lean upon a novice in travel. 
Dr. Riley, president of the World'.s Christian Fundamentals 
Association, while director of the toUT, will not attempt the 
office of instructor. The tourist company will send wi·th us 
a man who has made this trip more than a dozen times, and 
is familiar with every inch of ground that will be travelled, 
and capable of explaining Biblically and historically every 
scene visited. 

Convention Features. 
The tour will be a world series of Christian Fundamentals 

conventions. At every port where we touch and abide for 
.... a day or more such a convention will be arranged, and so 

arranged that the people of the city thus visited may have 
an opportunity of hearin'g America's and Europe's most out­
standing men, without at all interfering with the sight­
seeing of the ·ship crowd. OUT party will be ~pected to 
attend these conventions only when it is their individual 
1Ileasure so to do. 
. . The Proposed Itinerary. . 

March 8th, Sail from N f!JW York on the Au-sonia; touching 
the following po.ints in turn: Madeira; Gibraltar; Algiers; 
Marseilles; Naples; Beirut; by auto or special train to 
Baalbek; by auto or special train to Damascus; by auto or 
special train to the Sea of Galilee and Nazareth; by auto to 
Jerusalem; by train to Jaffa, and . embark for Port Said (a 

ten-hour ruD'); from Port Said to Cairo, ,p·assing through 
Kantara where Abraham's caravan road 'enters Egypt, and 
through the Land of Goshen; Cairo-all the usual sights and 
one night in our desert camp; sail from Alexandria; (from 
this time on the chief interest will be the spread of the 
gospel in the first century. We shall cross St. Paul's track 
just east of Crete); Smyrna, special train to Ephesus (we 
shall pass by Mytilene and the Gulf of Adrymittium, Assos, 
Troas; then a few days in Constantinople. We can pick up 
St. Paul's route again after leaving the Dardanelles. Our 
steamer can call at Cavalla, the Neapolis of St. Paul, where 
automobiles will' take us to Philippi. Thence to Salonika, 
ancient Thessalonica, where the rest of the day can be spent. 
If any want to add a day to the trip they could visit Boroea 
from Salon-ika ibW automobile. On to Athens and Corinth for 
a few days; thence to Naples, with an excursion to Pozzuoli, 
where St. Paul landed, and by new electric train to Rome 
following approximately St. Paul's l'oute and the Appian 
Way. At Rome visit the Catacombs including San Sebastian, 
where the bodies of Peter· and Paul rested temporarily; 
Church of St. Paul Without-the-Walls; Church of Santa 
Pudenziana built 011 the re{Puted! site of -the :hQuse of Pud'ens, 
St. Peter's friend; Church of San Clemente; if possible the 
recently discovered tomb in the Viale Manzoni on which are 
t1}.e earliest portraits of St. Peter and St. PauL(so believed). 
Site of the Circus Maximus, where the Christians were 
martyred, and the Church of St. Peter. On the return trip, 
call at Marseilles, Havre, Southampton-thence to New York. 

THE PRICE INCLUDES 
Ocean passages as stated in the· itinerary. Higher or lower 

priced accommodation can- usually be supplied .upon early 
application and the price adjusted accordingly. 

European transportation: In Italy first class·; in England 
second class or third class on railways that have abolished 
second; in other countries, second' class; on river, lake, cruise 
and channel steamers first class. 

Sightseeing: In every place an extensive programme, jn­
clud'ing the chief points of seenic, historic, literary or artistic 
interest. We supply transportation dependiIllg upon local 
conditions and include admission fee's and' tips of all kinds. 

Hotel accommodation: Room and' three meals at excellent 
hotels, some large, some 'small, of mode·rate price. Usually 
the breakfas,t is lighter and the other meals heavier than 
those we have at home. 

All necessary fees at hotels and elseWhere except on- At- . 
lantic steamers. . 

Transfers between stations, docks and hotels. 
Services of a conductor and special guides in the chief 

cities. 
Baggage: We .give each party member a special portman­

teau 10 x 15 x 24 inches and transport it without expense 
throughout the trip. We handle no other baggage. Party 
members may carry a handbag in addition. 

THE PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE 
Passport Expenses. We send full passport directions 

shortly after advance deposit is received. . 
Tips, Deck Chairs and Rugs on Atlantic Steamers·. 
Extras at Table: Bottled waters, articles not on the regu­

lar menu. 
Personal Expenses: Laundnr, baths, postage, purchases. 

RESPONSIBILITY 
Fill out and mail the coupon below, with your cheque for 

$25.00. 
The Gospel Witness; 

130 Gerrard St. East, 
Toronto, Canada. 

. I approve of the plan for an Easter Pi'lgrimage to the Holy 
Land and send you herewith my cheque for $25.00 as' a pre­
liminary deposit to hold a place in the party. 

Signed ........................................................................................ . 
Address ....................................................................................... . 


