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A Despatch 'from Hamilton Reports McMaster Will Cease to be Baptist 
Except in the Theological Department 

W. e publish below a Hamilton ·despatch which ap- Here we '~r~ told that "HamJilton"s new Chr~s:tian 
peared in The Toronto Star Weekly on Saturday, school of learning, McMaster University, is going .to 
July 14th. The Gospel Witness has for .years exerted serve the educational requirements of the young peop'1e 
itsellf to 'inf'Orm the Baptists ·of Ont,ario and Quebec 'of Ontario, whatever their creed or religious belief 
of the deep-laid conspiraocy on the p'a'l't ·of a certain . may be". Of 'course it is right that s,tudents 'should 
modernistic group within ihe Denomination to steal be admitted too any universjty irresp·ective of their 
McMaster Un~iv'ersity .from the Denomination. W·e religi:<ms beliefs, but an institution that 'belongs to the 
first of all did the best we could behind dosed ·doors, Baptls,ts ·ought 'surely to !he known as a Baptist uni­
and endeav'Oured to exercise what iHttle influence we versity. But this ,despatch ,teUs us that the -transtfer 
had as ·a mem"ber of the Board of Govemons of M,c- of the univershy to Hamilton will effect a great change 
Master University. But every word of warning we in the .university, for "the fad stands out that although 
uttered was repudiated by the determined group of McMaster ha's a'I.ways been·a Baptist univer:sity, it will 
educational -bandits; though we produced 'Overwhelm-· now be non-sectarian, except fur the theo'logical 
ing evidence again and again of the drift of things.at department". 
McMa'ster, ·our testimony was answered always by the' What a lot of hypocritical ta1k Baptisots 'have listened 
cowardly criminal'·s e!p'ithet, "Har".. to f.or a generation or -more. from Association and" Con-

Tlhe .poison wa's 'sprea:d. by these diss~minators of -. vention platforms! Why was McMaster Un~versity 
doubt Ithroughout the Denomination, unti-l'at last even established? Was it becaus·e, the young' people of 
a large part of the orthodox element in the Deno.mina- Ontari·o were without education'al facilities? Toronto 
ti'On Joined affinity with Ahab ,and determined to go University ·is -much older than McMaster. Why, then, 
to Ramoth-gilead and prosper; and the denominational was it necessary ·for the Baptists. to es'tabHsn'a 's·epa­
Ah a,b , as represented by the Executive Comlmittee 'Of rate univ'er:sity, ,and for forty years to bear the burden 
the Convention which was pressed into IMcMaster's oli its maintenance? What arguments· were used to 
serv.ice, 'said concerning the mod,ern, warning, Micaiah, justify this great ·end·eavour? Everywhere we were 
"Put this fellow in the pri'son,and reed hi-m with bread to-lid by representatives of i1:'he Unive'1"sity that it was 
of affliction and water 'of affliction. until I come in neces'sary that we shouM have a separate "Christian" 
peace." W·e count it ·a privilege and an honour- to school of higher-learning. It was argued that we could 
bea'r the reproach that has 'been; cast uP9n us, 'and to He not afford to 'commit the "tr;a'ining 'Of ·our young peop'le, 
under the result' of McMaster's campaign ·of calu-mny. to .the tender mercies of the 'state. a,lbei.t we are content 
Some day. the Bapti's,ts of Ontario and Quebec, and. to do so in their most im'pressionable years; and 'it is 
of Oanada, 'Or as many of them 'aJS hav·eany spiri,tual only when they -come to the estate 'Of manhood and 
dis·cernment ·at all, will wake up to ·discover that our womanhood, according Ito the McMa'ster thoory, that 
test~mony was true. We ask our Baptist .readers, not we are justified in 'being afraid of the in,fluence of state 
only in Ontarioa-n.d Queibec, 'but throughout the con- education. But j11l order to preserve our young people 
-tinent and in the far places oli the 'earth, to 'study this from theedu'cational poi'sons disseminated in 'state 
despatch from Hamilton 'as representative 'of the pro- institutions it was necessary to have our own d·is­
gres's ·of a campaign of ecclesiastical banditry which ,tinctively Baptist university. Even during the recent 
aims to filch from Bible-believhl,g Baptists their campaign the adrvoca~es -of McMaster Univer:sity did 
educational inheritance. . not hesitate ,to make -comparisons between the Pro-
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vincial University ,and McMaster to the disadvantage 
of the former, ,so much 'S'O that a prof.essor of Toronto 
University,' who is h~self a Baptist and a member 
of Dr. John MacNeill's church, feLt hims'elf under the 
necessi,ty'Of writing a lett'er 'Of prote,st, insisting Ithat 
it ought to 'be p.'Os!sihle to plead' McMaster's cause 
without ,speaking disparagingly 'Of the work of Toronto 
University. 

But now we are tpld that in HamiLton the University 
will -be non-secta'r:ian. The Chancellor is quoted­
mark you, the Chancellor of a Baptist university I 
The ,Chancellor of the Univer,sity to which the lart:e 
Sena.tor McMaster gave' a million doQUars or more ,to 
estabHsh a Chriostia.n institution I-the Chancell'Or said, 
"I hope no one is worryjng about the religious side of 
our university. Forget your 'creeds and work <together 
to make thi,s ,campaign a 'success'" I And we are told 
·the "citizens '01£ HamiLton took him at his wc:l'l."d. 
A.nglicans, Presbyterians,. membeI'S of the United 
Chur,ch, Roman Catho'Lics and Hebrews, w'Orked side 
by 'Side in the campaign and contributed handsomely 
to the fund." 
, In the artide from which we quote there is one 
bright gem: . . 

"The city, through the parks board, has '.also ' secured 
30 acres and has given McMaster a twenty-one-year 
option. on it. It was impossible for an outright gift 
to be made of this because the principles of the Baptist 
denomination will not permit them to accept municipal 
or state aid. The parks board intends to beautify and 
develop the property and build a wide avenue to the 
university grounds." 

Because it 'Wa,s impossible for an outright gif,t to be 
made because ·of the p'rinciples 'Of the Hapti'st de­
nominatiO'n, the Parks" Board has given McMaster 
Universilty a "twenty-one~year .option" .on thirty ,acres 
of -land! What 'a hypocritical bit of camouflage that 
is! Why has nat McMaster University the honesty 
to 'say, "We have trampled in the dust all .other prin­
ciples for which Baptists stand-why should we stand 
for the principle of sepafla.tion 'of church .and sta.te? 
V\Thy should we not a.ccept thirty acres of land as a 
gift? We wi'll not s'ay ;it is a gift, but win 'accept it 
as a twenty-one-year option"! Perhaps at ,the end 
of the twenty-one year.s the 'optiDn will be extended 
fDr .anDther twenty~one years, and .sO' on indefinitely! 

We recall that ,some time after this'matter was first 
di'scus,secl we rai's'ed the quest1Dn in a Board meeting, 
as to whether the Board wa.s 'dealing fairly with the 
HamiltDn Citizens' Committee, when the B'Oard of 
Governors knew tha,t it was not possihle f.or them 
withDut viDlation 'Of their principles to' ac,cept a civic 
grant. In ·reply Ito that, Rev. W.· W. McMaster, who 
was then p.astor of James' 5t. Chuflch, Hamilton, in­
sisted that the matter had alre3!dy been settled. When 
somedemurr·ed, Mr. M,cMaster 'aske'd that :the CDrres­
poQndence -be read; and ·a .letter bearing the ,signature 
of the then Chancellor, Dr. A. D. McCrimmDn, and 
Mr. Alb-ert Matthews, was read, in' which the' authori­
ties O'f MocMa'ster enquired whether the Hamilton 
CDmmittee, :or the City Council, proposed Ito raise the ' 
amount n$!·eded 'by issuing debentures. We 'distinctly 
reoall that a certain member of the Board 'Was 'si,tting 
beside us, and when the letter W3!S re3!d, he 'said, "Aha, 
~the chickens are cDming home tD roost". 

After the reading of this letter, Dean Farmer 'spoke. 
It is the only time in which we ever remember hearing 
the -late Dean 'stand out for pr.incipl;e, but 'On that 
oocasion he declared that he wDuld never 'CDnsent to' 
the surrender of the principle of separatiDn of church 
and 'staote; or consent to the acceptance of any ,sort 'Of 
civic gr,ant, 'and that if the whole Senate approved of 
it, if he ha,d <to stand 'alone, he wDuld oppose it on t~·e 
floor of the Convention. But whi,le, on the one hand, 
the authori,ties of ~the Univers,ity are 'basely trying to 
capitalize Dr. Farm:er's name and raise mDney for a 
Farmer MemDrial Fund, on the other hand, they 
trample under foot that particular principle which 
seemed to 'be dearer to the 'late Dean',s heart than any 
'Other principle for which Baptists stand, for ,it 'S·eemed 
to us that he cDuld part with any 'other principle. . 

Noone of any sense Wiill be ,deceived by this c·lever 
attempt at deception. It 'S'imply means that McMa'ster 
UniverS'i.ty is accepting thirty '31cres as' a civic g;ift 
under the disguise of a "twentY-Dne-year option". ' 

Then we are tDld t'hat .the Roman oCatholk Bishop of 
the HamiltDn Diocese, and the Anglican BishDP of the 
I-Iamillton Diocese, have each ~ade aCDntri'butiDn to 
the university, 'and it is sa~d, "No pDrtioQn 'Ot these 
funds will go to teach Baptist doctrines, ,they,'are to be 
entirely devoted to science buildings 'and equipment." 

But is nDt the mDney that i,S' contributed toO scioence 
buildings used to tea'ch what is tau-ght in thO'se build­
in.gs? Are we then to understand there is to be no 
distinctively Christian appr-oach to the variDussci­
ences? The whoQle tenor of ,t'he .article suggests that 
Du.tside 'Of the Theological Depar,tment,. when McMas:, 
te·r University is transferred to Hami'lton, no one wilt 
ever recO'gnize it as 'a BciJptist institutiDn. . 

It is impDssible for us to :suggest anything that has 
not occurred to the mDdernistic banditsrespDn:sible 'for 
,this steal, but long ago there was a demand frqm some 
quarter) that the 'cO'ntrol o'f t'he Unive'rsity ,should be 
more largely subject.tD its alumni, a,nd.that the ~charter 
shouM 'be 'amended ,1;00 -give the alumni the right to elect 
a certain number of the members of the Board oif GDV­

ernDrs. Wha:t is to be transferred to'·Hamilton? The 
McMaster estate may perhaps 'be put 31t somewhere :be­
tween a milliDn and 'a million and a half doll3!rs-lbut 
i·s ·that all? I Is that the only equity Ontario and Quebec 
Baptists have in McMaster University? , 

They have the ·oharter. Hamilton would nDt waste 
a minute upon McMaster had it been poss~b'le to ob­
tain a university ·charter apart from M·cMaster. There 
are fDur universities in Ontario.: t'he Provincial Univer­
sity at TGronto,. Western University at London, Queens 
at Kingston, and McMaster. Every:bO'dy kndWs that 
no amDunt of money couLd buy an'Other university 
charter, and no amount of influence ·could iPrevail upDn 
any Ontario Government to -grant another university; 
and if Hamilton was to have a ll'nive1'lSi~y at all, it 
must secure the tran'sfer ·of. 'SDme u.niversity now 'exi'st­
inlg. Therefore the McMaster estat'e means more than 
the invested funds and the property owned by the 
Univers'ity: it means the',charter as weU, whose' ac­
quisi,tion Mr. McMaS'ter',s gift 'Of forty years agO' made 
pDssible. But when the University is trans'ferred to 
Hamilton 'We ,shaH' be toQld that the McMaster mO'ney 
is but a !Small part of the total a·ssets of .the University. 
Have not the ·alu'mni raised an amount equal or al-

" 
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most equal, to the tota.! amount left Iby Mr. McMaster? 
Have not the-citiZiens of HaIJ,1ilton given lands to the 
va1ue of one hundred and twemt,y thousand dollars, 
'and raised something like five hundred and iif.ty theus­
and dollars beside? Why, then, ·should the ,control 0'£ 
McMalSter remain in th!,! hands of the Ba!ptist Conven­
tion 01£ Ontario and' Quebec? It will not be long :before 
an agitation will be set on toot for the amendment of 
the charter 'Of the University whh:h will permit hOoth 
the a1umni and the citizens. ,0If Hamilton to elect repre­
sentatives to the Board of. Governors, amd inasmU'ch as 
Anglicans, Ro.man CathoHcs, Presbyterians, United 
Ohurchm<;!n, Hebrews, and people of no religion 'at all, 
contr,ilbuted to McMaster's support representatives of 
all ,these creed's oug-ht fo :be considered eligible for 
election to the Board of Governors. McMaster Uni­
versity will not have been est.ablished in Hamilton ten 
years .before some such movement wi'll be ,e'f'fected. 

Someone will say, "But the Baptists of Ontario and 
Quebec would never 'c~ns.en~ to that.': WouJ.d t:hey­
not? The ,same modermsbc clemen·t wlll keelpcomtrol 

, of 'al'l the Boards and o,f the o'£,£icial positions of' ehe 
University, 'and wiH sUlf·fer no one to 'O-ccUipy a 1P0si­
tion without being sure that he is ei.ther in ·sympathy 
witlh their vielW's, or th3Jt 'he may -be depended upon -to­
take a spi·ne1ess attitude toward such a proposal. And 
wihen such an amendment will be sUlbmitted to -fhe 
Convention, what -man in the Convention wiU be brave 
enough to stand up and oppose it? Is it not recommend­
ed by the Executive of ifhe Convention, wl1ich is repre­
senta,tive {)If all the Boar.d·s of ,the -Convention? And 
will not any opponent -of th.e recommenda,tion df the 
Executive, by the v~ry fact of his opposition, show him­
self to be "out of harmony with' the aims and oibjects 
of theQ:onvention"? If on~ shoulld be left in the Con­
vention with an infiniltesimal ·fra·cition of principle, and 
such an 'qne should dare -to op:pose the Executive'·s will, 
the Constitution of the Con:vention, a:s rec,ently '3Jmend­
ed, has tbrought into it a permanent .guillotine. No 
special scat££old need be ereclted; 'the i'nstrument o'f ex­
e·cution is now 'an integra'! part 'Of the Convention's 
Constitution, and any man who would oppose it would 
be exe,cuted on the spot. 

And thus Mr. McMaster's In:illion and a half dollars, 
or wihatever the exact amount -is, ·will be deliberately 
stolen from the Baptists of Ontario and Quebec; and 
poor, blind, people that they are, they will wake up to 
discover that the 'university which ,was originally est3Jb­
lished 'for -the prO'pagation 01 .p'rindples held Iby Barp-_ 
tists, now exists to discredit or ,to destroy eva:ri,ge1i.cal 
faith. Of. the Apostle Paul it was sa-id tha!t "he Which 
persecuted us in "times past now IPreacheth the f'a~th 
which omce he destroyed". Of McMster University it 
can be said ·even now, and it will be ·said with greater 
emphasis as the y"ears go Iby, that "tthe institution 
W'hi'ch suc·coured us in times past now destroyeth the 
faith whk'h once it preached". 

Nor should we be sur;priseq. ,that, since the setting 
asid~ of 1he princip'les of the whole educational C.011-
ception for w~)ch McMaster once .stood. has already 
become an accompli:sh~d ·fact, if" eyeD the name of 
"McMaster" should ,disappear, and it should -become 
known simply as "HamiLton Univer.sity". 

We have no desire to profit by McMaster's aposrtl.sy, 

we have done everything that a' mortal ·could do to 
prevent its taking its present position; b~t, seeing it 
has taken its present position, it emphasizes the 'im­
portance of the esta-blis'hlment and maintenance oi 
a sound Baptist theological education in Toronto. We 
need,not here discuss future plans, ;but it will:be neces­
sary for Baptists to find a way .whereby Baptist stu­
dents can take their Arts Course apart from the corrupt­
ing inftuence of McMaster University. We shall have 
to stTengthen Toronto Baptist Seminary as time goes 
on lby enlarging its Faculty; by setting, ultimately, the 
highest possible a'Oademic standards'; and perhaps [.t 
may be nec.essary to es1abIish ,some 'Sort of preparatory 
school which will take students as they are and lead 
t~em on to matriculation. Then ou!!." !Seminary can 
elther ,be federated with Toronto University or if 
that should be impossible, it can establish -som~ w~rk­
ing arrange.ment with Des: Moines University, so that 
we shall s1:111 have a distinctively Baptist' educational 
work where studen.ts may take their degrees. 

Will our readers kindly mark this artide, put it on 
file, and when these melancho'ly predictions are 'ful­
filled, we shall thus be sav·ed the trouble of saying, 
"I told you so". . 

. (From Toronto Star Weekly, July 14.)' 

ALL DENOMINATIONS SUPPORT HAMILTON'S 
NEW UNIVERSITY'. 

McMaster To Be Non-Sectarian Except in Its 
Theological Course. 

RECEIVES WIDE AID. 

P'rotestants, Catholics and' Jews Contribute Toward Its 
Transfer From' TOronto. 

. Special to The Star by Staff Repprter. 
Hamllton, Ont., July 14.-"Hamilton's new Christian 

school of learning," McMaster University, is going to 
serve the educational requirements of the young people 
of Ontario, whatever their creed or religious belief may' 
be. . • 

- The fact stands out that although McMaster has 
always been a Baptist university, it will now be non­
sectarian, except for the theological department, which 
will continue to prepare candidates 'for' the Baptist min­
istry. .The university will be under the control of the 
Baptist denomination of Ontario and Quebec, but its 
charter imposes no sectarian tests, the only demand 
made upon the professors in its faculty of arts being 
that they be members of some Christian denomination. 
One-half of the members of the faculty of· arts are not 
Baptists. . 

Almost every outstanding university of to-day was 
started, and is now connected, with some religious body, 
but there are few that are known to-day by that iden­
tity. Chancellor H. P. Whidden of McMaster, in his 
address to the campaign workers before they started on 
their drive td raise $500,000 for Hamilton's contribution 
of a science building to the university, said: - "I hope no 
one is worrying about the religious side of our univer­
sity. Forget your creeds and work together to make 
this campaign a success." 

Citizens of Hamilton took him at his word. Anglicans, 
Presbyterians, members of the United Church, Roman 
Caltholics and Hebrews, worked side by side in the cam­
paign and contributed handsom~ly to the fund .. 

. Donate Land For Site. 
When the idea was first broached three prominent . 

. Hamiltonians, an' Anglican, a Presbyterian and a Jew, 
offered to donate 40 acres of land for the university si:te. 
Their offer was accepted and when land adjoining this 
was later purchased the price was $8,000 an acre, mak-

- ing the valuation of their gift $120,000. 
_ . (Continued on page 15.) 
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iJututs 19trtt! 'nIpt! 
Did Jesus Christ Bear Our Punishment? 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T~ 1,". Shields. 

PI'Ieached in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, July 15th, 1928. 

(Stenographically reported.) 

"Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should 
live unto righteousness: --by whose stripes ye were healed."-I Peter 2 :24. 

Prayer before the Sermon. 
We thank-Thee, 0 Lord our God, that we who some­

times were afar off have been made nigh by the blood-of 
Christ", so that we are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household 
of God. We thank Thee that Thou hast given to those who. 
believe a place among Thy children, and Thou hast made 
us children of God; and if children then heirs, heirs of 
God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. We beseech Thee, 
o Lord, to help every child of Thine this evening as our' 
hearts are bowed in Thy holy presence to rejoice in 
Christ Jesus our Saviour. We beseech Thee graciously 
to grant us the consciousness of the ministry of Thy 
Spirit. How dependent we are upon divine grace! We 
have no capacity for :the reception of spiritual things of 
ourselves; we have no ability to -understand even that 
which is written. We pray that the Holy Spirit may 
this evening illuminate and energize our minds, and 
boring home to us the reality and some appreciation of 
our inheritance which is in Christ Jesus. 

If there are any in Thy presence who are still 
strangers, still in the far country, still without the circle 
of privilege, we pray that Thou wilt gently constrain 
them to come, that they may receive Jesus Christ, and, 
receiving Him, be given power to become the sons of 
God. So would we come as a united family, as those 
who belong to the royal household, and taught by Thy 
Spirit, we would call Thee, 0 God, our Father which­
art in heaven. Look u-pon us in our varied needs this 
evening, we ask Thee. Into the lives of some Thou 
hast come with gladness and glory. Thou hast filled 
their days with_pleasure and with joy abounding; and 
they are, here before Thee happy-hearted, rejoicing in 
all the good things which Thou hast bestowed upon them. 
We pray that in the midst of all this brightness they may 
not be forgetful of Thee. Grant that they may remem­
ber that every good and perfect gift cometh from the 
Lord. So lift up their hearts in praise and _adoration 
this evening to, .the Giver of eVf!fry 19ood and perfect gift. 

It may be that some are at the other extreme: every­
thing has gone awry, they haye complained like Jacob, 
"All these things are against me." They have encoun­
tered heavy seas and contrary winds, they have had to 
carry heavy burdens, and mee~ strong foes, they have 
had fightings without and fears within-they have been 
tried almost !beyond! endruraooe. If -there be such 1iliis 
evening, we pray- that Thou wilt graciously comfort 
them. Dispel the clouds, we pray Thee, and help them 
to see the sun; restore to them the joy of their salvation, 
and send any such away praising the LQrd for His 
abounding goodness. There may be parents here this 
evening who are t:l'oubled about their children. We 
thank Thee that we are able to call Thee our Father, 
that Thou dost understand all the trials of all who would 
lead the little ones to Christ. Put Thine arms about 
them, and help them to lean afresh upon the divine 
promises. It may be some are troubled about material 
things, and weary of the struggle to make ends meet. 
Give them a clear vision of the God Who multiplied the 
loaves and the fishes, the Lord Who- is sovereign of the 
material as well as the spiritual. Lift up the hearts of 

any who are cast dorwn 'because of ma-teriaJ diffi­
culties; help them to rejoice in Thee. Some carry a 
secret sorrow: the heart knoweth its own bitterness; 
and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy. Meet 
such an one this evening, and dispel the clouds, and 
bring' in a day of gladness. It may be there are some 
who think of friends who are far -away, and mourn the 
absence of some they love. Whatever our need, we 
rejoice that Thou art able to meet it. Look upon this 

-great company, and out of Thy fulness wilt Thou satisfy 
us everyone. Remember every true witness, every true 
missionary of the Cross,' Let the power of the Holy 
Spirit be upon all who testify to the grace and glory 
of the Lord this night, and throughout the world may 
multitudes be saved. We ask it in the name of Christ 
Jesus the Lord, Amen. 

, You will find my text in the first Epistle of Peter, second 
chapter, verse twenty-four: "Who his owl} self bare our 
sins in his o)'Vn body on the tree, that we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto -ri.ghteousness: by whose stripe:s 
ye were healed", particularly these words, "Wh'O his 
own -self 'hare -our 'sins- in his own body on the- .tree". 
There are peopJe who have Eved in mountainous 
regions, who were ,born within ·sight of the everlasting 
hills, who can never be wholly comfo-rtable in a prairie 
land. They think ·affectionately 'Of -SOime -favourite 
mountain peak which they could 'see !perhaps from the 
windows of their -hOlme, and around which there-gather 
all the happy mem!ories of childhood's days; and when 
far from home they ,OIften 'long .for a sight of the hi-ns, 
that they may f.eel their insu-iration, their ,chaUenge 
to higher and nob}oer things, _ The -same principle was 
illustrated -in -the ca's-e 'Of David when far fr'Om home, 
when between him and the land of his 'birth -and early 
experiences, the Philistine armies had gathered; -and 
he' cried, "Oh, that 'One would give me drink of the 
water of. the well-of "Beth-'Iehem, which is by the gate!" 
I have kn'Own so~me other pe'Ople who were born and 
who have -spent their early ,me in sonie -marit~me ·coun­
try, and they -long -to hear the sound of the sea, and 
to ·smell again :the .g·a"lt -sea air. 

Thus every true Christian wa's -b'Om within 'sig,ht 
of the Cross, and turns again -andag.ain Ifor inspiration 
and help t'O the place- called Calvary. There is some­
thing ra-dicaHy wrong with -any man who is not -moved 
by .the 'story of the Cross. I remember a y'Oung man 
who W3.'S a problem to -me 'S'Ome yeaf\sago, and one 
Sunday eV'ening h-e !sai4, "Pa-stor, I wish you w'Ould 
let us ,hear mor-e -about the life and- example of Ch-rist, 
and -a little "less ·about Hi·s death." I knew at ,once 
where that young man belonged. Tho'sc 'Of us who 
have been to'the Cross, who know that Christ bore our 
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sins in His own body ,on the tree, can never weary of 
listening t'O its !s,tory. So. I desiI1e you to look again 
at this 'centr,al truth thi's evening. 

I remember some years ago visiting the Louvre ;in 
Pa.rils, and I found when the ,day W3.!S d'One that I was 
,exceedingly ,tired. It 'was to'O mluch for my memory. ' 
There werej~rea.t maste!1pieces that required months 
of study, but here and there was a great picture which 
ha:d in it 'Some' single ,character, and I found it pos'sible 
'to recall such pictures to my mind, 'and frqm my 
memory of them, -car.efully an'd quietly to study them 
when !far I1elmoverd ,fT.om them. So ,this evening I want 
to set before you 'One ob}ect 'Only for your c'Onsidera­
tion, 'anc;i that is. the cross of our Lord Jesus Ohrist. 
I desire you to think with ·me of what the cross really 
m'eans. 

1. . 

Look, first of all, at THJt CROSS lTSJtLF} entirely apart 
from Him Who ,died .'theI1eon, I mean the .1'iteral cross, 
.the in'strument of death. Think a little of what it 
means. 

It was, in the first place, an instrument of legal punish­
ment. In that marvellous system of jurisprudence given 
to tis in: the Mosaic economy the cros'S ,is ,spoken 'of as 
an instrument ,of the cU1'lse: "Cursed is every 'One that 
hangeth on a tree." Whoever died upon the eros'S, 
died 'a.s ,one who was under a curse. He did not die 
.t'O 'set any'One a; example. He did not die' as the 
soldier on the 'battle ,field, a martyr to ,a worthy cause, 
with the purpos'e 'Of. setting befor,e 'hils 'compa.triots an 
erinobling ex:ample. The 'cross was an instrument 
d¢!signed to express 'society',s abhorr~nce of the crime 
that on that CroOM w.as expiated,-"Cursed is ev'ery'one' 
tha't hangethon a tree." , 

There i,s 'an idea abroad to-day that it is no part of 
the function of law to infloict puni'sh,ment. I am not 
speakirig now of the tbeological 'sense of tha.t term a.t 
all. But in our neWlspapers; peri'Odically in editorials 
on the function 'of law, we' are told that it is no part 
of the ;law"s function to inflict puni:shment, to avenge 
,society: 'such :suffering 'as the law inflicts ~s intended 
to be preventive or remedial. . The 'criminal is punished, 
is sent ·to jail, in order that hi,s 'suffeTings may be a 
warning to otber peoph!; or in order that he may be 
chws.tened by his experience, 'and come out of, j'ail a 
better man, than when he went in. It 1S insisted in 
some quarters tha't the law has no right, 'the state has 
no rignt, to punish in the sense of demanding the 
expiation of crime. I believe,dear friends, quite 'apiut 
f1'Om 'an ~heological 'considerations, that that concep­
tion oIf the function of 'law·is fundamenta.Hy errone'Ous. 
. I.do not wonder that men 'attack, or that the devil 
attack<s·, the P'entateuch. I do not wonder that ,these 
marvellous 'books 'a.ttributed to Moses ,should ;be, in 
som,e quarteros, rejected 'as a fa:b1"ica;tion and a forgery; 
because i.t is 'a divine revelation of the function of law, 
-law in an r'ealms, law in all its a:spects, law a:s, applied 
to -civil government. What is .it? An eye for 'an eye, 
a tooth £.01' a tooth, a life for 'a -life: "Wih'Oso sheddeth 
man"s blood, by man ,shall his blood he shed." That 
wa·s the first,lawcommi,fted to human hands for 
enforcement; that mark<s t11,e foundati'On oIf organized 
society; it is ,the cornerstone of every civilized state 
which 'recognizes that a man's greatest a.s~et .is: h:i'~ 

life, and the greatest 3.!sset of any organized commun-' 
ity ~s' the life.'Of i,ts people. It is foBy to proteot a 
man's pt'operty if you offer no p1"otection for his Hfe .. 
Even ,the devil 'said, "All that 'a man hath will he ·give 
f'or his life." 'When God cO)Ilunlitted law to human 
hands for 'enforcement, He ,laid down as fundamental 
to the well.Jbeing 'Of 'Organized society, that the first 
consideration of any government must be the 'life of 
its people; and that whoever sheds· man'·s bl'Ood, 'by 
man shall hi'S blood Ibe ,shed. 

Tlhe a:bolition 'of capital punishment is unthinkable 
to anyone wh'O looks upon life through the medium of 
the W01"d of God. Somebody w.iH say, "It lis cruel, it 
is a terdble thing to tak<e ,a man's ·life." So' it i!s, 'but 
I agree with the sentiment expres·sed by a great French 
statesman when he was once a'sked if he believ·ed 'in 
the abolition of capita:l punishment. He, 'said, "Mo'st 
certainly I ,do-let the m\Uroerer.s 'begin." Let the!m 
cea'se to murder, and they ne'ed Ihave no re3.!son ,to fear 
the e)Cadi'Onof the penalty ifor mur:der; hut if a man 
murders an'Other he can expiate his crime only by.the 
forfei,t of his own .life. 

I reme'mlber ·some years ago I signed a petition­
the' only petition of the 'sort, I think, I ev·er signed­
praying for executive Clemency -in 'b-ehal£ of a young 
man under sentence of death. The petition was 'largely 
signed in the city of Toronto. Then ,ther:e wa's a cer­
tain newspaper who 'said there w'ere so .many th'Ousand 
people who had 'signed this petiti'On, and! that it was 
an evidence of the growing opposition to capital pun­
i'shment. I,t was nothin1g 'Of the kind. In that par­
ticular case ,there !s'eemed to be grave doubt'a!s to :th~ 
guilt of the young man under s'entence, and it WaJS only 
because the case had not been conclusively proved, 
and the ,eloquence of the prosecuting attorney,' 'Or 
something 'Of :the so'rt, 'had :swayed the jury, and the 
young mJan had been convicted and sente,nced. But 
I would never Iset my hand to any document that cO\lld 
be interpreted '3.!S· an 'expression of 'Opposition to the 
principle of capital punishment, because it lies at the 
very boa'sis of aU ,organized 'Society. Life is a~l that 
we have. If you take that away, then everything is 
gonle; and government 'llS of 'no value ;if it does not 
proteot life, and, in the 'exercise 'Of its function, demand 
expiation 'Of h~m who takes' it. , 

I should like you to consider this. I kn'Ow/[or the 
moment, i,t may seem to !be a little aside fr'Om my 
subject, but the great principles upon which the gospel 
res.ts are always found to 'be .in harmon;y with the 
nature of things .. The gospel is philosophkaUy sound; 
and if you take w.hat ,is revea'led in this Wore' as 
applied to the individual, ,to the 'state, to any 1'elation­
ship of life, you will find that the teaching of the Book 
is what it is.because it is tru'e, and you oannot depart 
from it by a 'Iiair's breadth without getting away from 
tha,t which is absolutely true, that i,s, which i's indis­
pens~ble to the nature of things. I am weary of 
listening to the discussions 'Of thes'e men who, with an 
air of supe'l'io1"ity, 's,et 'a!side the gx:eat verities of this 
divine revelation, ·and, in .the doing 'Of it, very qften 
reveal. their own 'superficiality and their ina'bility to 
penetrate beneath the'surface of things. ' 

What man among us· does not beHeve that punish­
ment ought ,to ,be commensurate with the crime? 
Surely you will not say that every transgression should 
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be punished in exactly the same way. The punishment 
must fit the crime. Why? Because there is a relation be-

. tween the measure of guilt and the measure of expiation. 
And if once you admit that principle, you admit the 
presence of that expiatory principle in the. function of 
law. I am not now speaking, I say, theologically, but 
simply as a principle of jurisprudence. If there is to be 
some sort of relation between the crime i·tself and the 
punishment of that crime, then you admit the principle. 

. of expiation. I remember during the Great War how very 
readily and rapidly certain pliilosophical pacificists put 
aside their pacificist principles, and when Belgium had 
been ravaged, and when. every principle of civilization 
and humanity had 'been outraged, there was a cry ·from 
the consciences of men for the payment ~f a price, for 
the principle of a life for a life. It is impossible to have 
a permanent organized society without the recognition of 
that principle. 'that principle is wrought into the entire 
·Mosiac economy, and upon that fundamental principle' 
. the whole law of God rests. There is a moral equili­
brium, there is a balance; to be maintained; and they 
can be maintained only as sin is recognized and ade­
quately punished. 

The cross stood out as the symbol of that principle, 
"Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree." It was the 
instrument of the curse; and it was to that place, an 
instrument of judgment and of burning, that our sins 
were carried. The cross was a symbol of die curse, and 
an instrument of death. The man who was hanged on 
a tree was hanged there to 'die. It ·was the execution of. a 
capital sentence. He went to the cross to die. Do not 
speak of the cross as l~ghtly as you do sometimes. I 
have heard people say, "Well, I suppose I must take up 
my ·cross." They speak of it as though it were rather a 
lightsome hurden to be easily carried. Our Lord Jesus 
said that no man could ·be His disciple who did hot deny 
himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Him. Jesus 
Christ did not think of the cross as merely representing 
an unpleasant task, a somewhat irksoine duty: the cross 
to Him was always crimson with 'blood, it was always 
an instrument of death. The taking up of the cross 
meant self-crucifixion, it meant dying, and nothing less 
.than that. . So as we think of the cross as represented 
in Scripture, let us go back to the fundamental principle 
upon which it rests, and remember that it i~ divinely 
selected as a symbol of heaven's condemnation, of 
heaven's judgment, against sin; it i"s the place where the 
curse is experienced, and where sin is expiated. 

II. 
Look, in the next place, at this simple fact, fhat THE 

LORD JESUS CARRIED :OuR SINS TO THE CROSS, "Who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body on the' tree." 
If we would know what sin is, we must get God's judg­
ment of it, not your judgment and mine. Men speak 
of sin in 'some such tenus as these: the little white lie, 
and I a moral aberration, a little irregularity, something 
that is ~o 1?e sloughed off in the outworking of the evolu­
tionary principle of developmen~. That is one of the 
deviI's lies, that is not what sin was to Jesus Christ. He 
carried our sins to the cross because ·that was His esti-

- mate of sin's desert. 
This modern talk about increased liberality, and 

larger tolerance, and truer· charity, needs very careful 
examination. If by that we could believe that men are 

coming to love each other more, we might rejoice. But 
I doubt if the world was ever more selfish than it is to­
day. You have experience of it everywhere in busi­
ness. You still need to have your bills .receipted, and if 
you are a wise man you will keep them on file for a good' 
while; otherwise you may have to pay them over again. 
Men must know when they talk about "universal brother­
hood" that they are talking nonsense; and very often the 
man who talks like that would cheat his own brother 
out of his last dollar. It is a fine thing to talk about, 
but it has 1~0 real, practical, application in the affairs of 
men, not by any means. And if the larger leniency to­
ward wrong-doers represented a profounder love for 
the offender, we might, I say, rejoice; 'but generally 
speaking,' it. represents nothing of ·the kind. 

I remember a certain man some years ago, a professor 
of Chicago University, g~ving a recit~l in which he gave 
a new interpretation of Maobeth. A certain Modernist 
preacher moved a complimentary resolution at the Con­
clusion of the recital, and in illustration of his principle, 
said, "You know, I have never read Milton's Parad4e 
Lost without having a sneaking regard -for Milton's 
Satan." I had a shrewd suspicion that that gentleman 
had a sneaking regard for Satan himself! When yo~ 
find men pleading for tolerance of crime, of sin-indi­
vidual sin, or sins ir,r. the mass-it does not mean that 
they have come to lbve men more, but that they have 
come to hate sin less. It is not toler~nce of, or charity 
toward, the wrong-doer; but it is tolerance of wrong­
doing. And the basic error in our modern theology, and 
in our whole conception of man's relation to God, i~ that 
men have turned away from the divine estimate of sin, 
and are estimating sin according to their o~n standards. 
. What is sin? Who knows what sin is? No magis­
trate upon the bench .is competent to pronounce a just 
judgment. That poor wretch who will come before the 
magistrate to-morrow charged with the commission of 
some offence-what does the magistrate know about it? 
or the judge? I know witnesses are produced who tell 
what he' has done, and the judge reads the law, and ob­
serves what punishment is prescribed for the offence; 
and because the evidence is overwhelmingly conclusive, 
he finds the man guilty, and sentences him according to 
the law. There is another man' who comes afterward. 
The evidence is equally conclusive, but it i~ a lesser mis­
demeanor, 'and, according to the law, deserves a lesser 
punishment; and he is punished accordingly. But what-

,does the magistrate know about these men's antecedents? 
What does he know a1bout the blood that runs in the 
veins of these wrong-<l.oers? What does he know about' 
the operation of the principle, the sins of the fathers 
shall be visited upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generations? How is he able to appraise the. de­
gree of guil!., in a man's offence, when it is the culmina­
tion of. generations of wrong-doing? How is he a'ble to 
punish that man's grandfather? He cannot go back into 
the past and examine the roots of sin, and rightly ap­
praise the degree of guilt, and fit the punishment to the 
crime. 

. Only God can do that. Of course, we do the best we 
can, for men are only men whose breath is in their nos­
trils. We do the best we can, and I am not suggesting 
there is any possibility of improvem'ent, for human finite­
ness and 'human limitations make it impossible for us to 
do better. But I do point out to you the urgent neces-
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sitv for sOl'neone to take a man's act committed to-day··, 
and relate it to crimes committed five hundred years ago, "J 

and judge, not only this ma~, but that" man back there. 
the fruit of whose wrong-doing is now manifesting itself 

the law to do them", and because He willed that it should 
later be written, "Christ" hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us: ·for it is 
written, "Cursed is everyone that ·hangeth on .a. tree." 
He carried our sins in His own body on the tree-not 
some other form of death, ,but He died on the tree, in 
order that there should· be no possibility of mistaki.ng 
the significance of His death, that. He was made a curse 
for us. 

in the wreck of the criminal of to-day. . 
What can we say of· an evil thought? It· is small, it 

seems insignificant, but it makes i.ts track through the 
mind, leaving its impression there. It is gone and done 
-·-is it? It has sown a seed that will produce another 
seed, which will be Sown, and w):Iich will·ripen into fruit. 
It will be sown and ripened, ~nd so;wn again, and gener­
ations yet unborn will pay the awful" price of that man's 
wrong thinking. No one but God can judge, and I: tell 
you when the cross is set before us as the standard by 
which sin is judged, I woulcj. have you remember that it 
is a divine appraisal of the nature of sin itself. Sin is 
itself a curse. It is nothing 'but a curse. It is an alien 
in this world. It is. sOmething that is antagonistic to 
God, and to all the highest interests of His creatures. 
Pleasant as it may be, and desirable to make men wise. 
as it may appear, it is yet accursed of God, because with 
Him a thousand years -are as a day, and the evil thinking 
in a class:"room· expressed by the lips of a professor to:" 
day, God may see will plunge the world into bloody wars 
that will cost millions of . lives a 'hundred years hence. 
An,d while universities recognize and honour. the scholar 
as an educational iconoclast, as a man who dares to be 
a pathfinder, to God h~ is 'anathema, :he is'a 'little bit of 
hell, ·because God knows there is hell in his thinking. The 
cross represents God's estimate of sin as a thing that is 
accursed, and ·upon which. He cannot loqk. 

Shall we take His estimate? Our L~rd jesus ·came 
from heaven. He knew what. sin' was, and He carried 
it to the plaice of the cro~s, to the plade ·of divine 
judgment, to the place of expiat·ion. 

III. 
. And HE CARRIED rr 'l'HERE HIMSELF'. He chose the 
manner of H£s death. Did. you ever think of that? Read 
your gospels again, and see how often they tried to kill 
Jesus .Christ in advance of His time:. "But he passing 
through the midst of them went his way." 

There is a passage of Scripture which I think is 
greatly misunderstood. It i.s a beautiful saying. Mrs·. 
Harriet Beecher Stowe has woven it into one of her 
beautiful hymns,~. . 

"We would see Jesus, for.the shadows lengthen." 
Certain Greeks came to two of the disciples and said, 
"Vie would see Jesus", and the disciples went and told the 
Lord. If you examine the record you will find that .they 
were not allowed to see Jesus. Here were some Greeks 
who said, "Introduce us to Jesus. We want to see Him." 
And the unsuspecting disciples conveyed the message to 
the· Master; but He withdrew and hid Himself from 
them. It was on that occasion that He said,· "And I, if 
I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men. unto 
me." And th.e inspired historian makes this comment, 
"This he said, signifying what d~ath .he should die." No 
assassin was .. allowed to take advantage of the' disciples' 
ignorance; no one was allowed to terminate His life be­
fore the appointed time. He not only chose where He 
would die. and when' He would die, but He cho·se how 
He would die, that He would die on the tree. Why? 
Because it was written, 'ICursed is everyone that con­
tinueth not in all things which are written in the book of 

Who els,e but Jesus Christ could have ·carried our 
sins to the cross? Who else couM 'hav·e qualified -for 
'such a high and Iholy ministry Ibut the God-'ma-n Him­
selif? Our Lord stooped and gathered tOogether, if I 
may so ·say, the moral fi'lth of the univer·se with His 
naked hands, and staggered with the awful l'oa·d to 
the place· ofJihe burning, to the place. of :the 'croS's. 
You and I will !lever be able ito ul1ld~rstand -how it w.as 
possible. You and I will never be ab)e adequate'ly to 
explain what wrus a'CcomlPJoi'shed :by Christ on the cros:s. 
How His infinitely holy soul must have writhed under 
tha1; ,loathsome loa·d! Apart from all physical suffering, 
His very contact with sin. must ihave meant 'hell to 
Him. Even to be in -a world of si'n muslt have infHcted 
upon him, fwm Bethl'ehem to Galva1"Y, excruciating 
ton:n.ent. The croS's' wa'S the ,culmination, the· cr·i,sis, 
oi His sufferings; f.or let us l1ever forget that He was 
slain from the founda.tion .of the world. But on Ca:l­
vary "His own self bare our sin,s."-His Iself, Hi's ClIwn 
self-not merely His body, but His minld, His infi­
nitely holy spirit, the very God tJl).·at was in- Him,­
"1"n ~Iis own body,"-as an -altar vessel-, an instrument, 
a vehicle of sa:criifice, He carried our sins to the eTOS'S, 
and "poured out His soul unto death," wha·t~ver that 
means. I -do no.t know what it means. "When thou 
sha'lt make"-n'ot His bOody onl'y-"when thou ,slhalt 
make hi'S soul -an offering for sin, he 'Shall see his -seed, 
he shall prolong his days; ·and the ipleasure .(jf the Lord 
shall prosper in his hand-."-"Who his own sel'f .ba·re 
our, sins in his own body on the tree"; He died the 
"jus,t for the urojust that he mIght. bring us to God." 

What is it, mv brethren, to believe on the Lo·r·d 
Jesus Cihrist? What ,is involtved i.n be'lievingon Him? 
How may I appropriate the ben edits of Hi,s death and 

. resurrection? 

I-s there an unconverted man here to-night? Is there· 
one w!:lOse soul has been trotlible-d 'by muich reading? 

-You have heard Jesus Christ spoken of as an example, 
and you say,_ "Poor -rno-ral cripple ,that I a:m, I could 
not follO\w Him two !i:tep,s' <>If ,tihe way. If I1:hat is all 
He is, He is no Saviour for me."- In the night wat'ches 
your yesterdays ·come before you, al'l the past is 
brought :be'fore your eyes, ·cha.}:lenging jrou to meet it, 
threatenmg to appear before you at some distant 
judgment seat. The man says, "I am part of my 
~ecord. J ust a~ surely as I k.no~ that 'beyond the grave 
IS but a contmuance of thIS hfe, so I know the Hfe 
of to-day i.s -a continuance of y.esterday; and unless 
f.rOom my ·~irth to 'illie grave it ·can a~llbe redeemed, I 
am ·a lost"man." Oh, do you not see it? Sin is not an 
individual act: it _is in the blood ·stream:, it is in the 
stream of life. "By one \man' sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed. Uipoh all 
men1 Ifor that all have sinned.!." Whether you under­
s~~nd it or . not, there it is, an indisiputable Ifact of all 
hIstory, observance, and eXlper.ience; and fhe g!eat 
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question for us is, How am I·to be divorce~ .from my 
pa:S'1:? How is my record to be ·bIotted out? How 31m 
I to be deansed in the present? How am I to be 
insured for the future? What miracle 'can bring me 
into such relationship wIth God that I can 'look up 
into His face and call Him my Father? 

Ho'w? "Believe on the LOI1d Jesus Christ 'and thou 
shalt be sa;ved." Oh yes, but what does it mean to 
believe? Just to yield an intellectual a·S'sent to the 
Scdp:ture? No; I will te'll you w.ha:t it means. It means 
to a'ccept the WOI'd o'f Jesus Christ upon every sub­
ject as :being the last word, 'the fina:h authority. You 
do not Ibelieve ·on· Jesus Chr.ist if you challenge any­
thing He ever said or ever did. Unless you a;ccept 
Him as Incarnate Deity, the very Em:bodiment of 
truth, -the Standard by which everything .is to ·be 
measured, you do not believe in Him at all. But to 

. believe in Him after that fashion, what 'odoes it mean? 
It means .that just as I might go to a doctor and say, 
"Doctor, can you ,te'll me'what is the matter 'W~th me? 
I am not very si'Ck. I have some ,symptoms of illiness, 
but they are not alarming, they ClJppear insignificant." 
He is a great physician, and he says, "I am sorry, sir, but 
those are the symptoms of something that has· death 
in it," naming 'cancer or s'Qme other malady tha~ defies 
all human remedy. The doctor says, "It ma'y seem 
insignifi,cant to you, but to me i,t :spells death. I can 
see the .grave opening, you are 'bound for it." So I 
oome to Jesus Christ, and I tell Him I have reaod in 
the Bib'le that alII have sinned and-come short of His 
glory, but I do not know what it mean·s. I say, "I sUlp­
pose I have been a sinner too, and I think I have soOme 
ra..tlher ·pronounced symptoms, but what the character 

- 0( the mal'aidy is I do not know." Then my Sovereign 
Authority take~ me to the 'croOSS and says,' "There is 
your sin, the thing a holy Goda;bhors, the thing upon 
'Whkh the !cu·rse of the Infinite rests in withering, de­
vas.ta:ting, death-dealing .power. And ,the cross is the 
remedy for -sin. r£ you a'ccept that judgment uipon 
ylOur sin, I will. d.eal with it; 'hut if you do not, you 
shall .go away into everlasting punishent, into the 
'bottomless ,pit,. ,the place where Ith~ WOI1m diellh not 
al1Jd the fire is not quenched." 
Immed~ately sO'mething within me wants to rise up 

and protest against it. Very we'll, then I do not be­
.Lieve. But if Jesus Christ is my authority, I accept 
His judlgment upon !TIy sin, and I drop into the dust, 
and repent in dust and ashes because that thing in my 
·bTeast is a ,spark from the pi.t, and I Icry, "Woe is me! 
for ~ a:m u_ndone; bec'a~se I ·amC)a man of unclean lips, 
'and I dwell in the midst o.f a peOlploe ·of un1clean li'Ps~ 
God ,be merciful to me a sinner." You cannot 'believe 
without repentance, and you ,cannot repent without 
believing.· They are bu,t fwo sides of the ,same thing, 
for to IbeHeve in God as revealed in Christ 'leaves us 
a·t the ba'r of div.ine judg.ment uitterly condemned, 
without excus·e. I plead guilty and I beg for mercy. 
There is no other way. . . . 

Then He comes to tell me that He died for me. He 
says, "If you acce'pt My estimate of your sin; if you 
accept My estimate, the estimate oIf Father, SoOn, and 
Holy Ghost, of the value of My atoning blood,--Ifor 
I went into the grave and I came out of the grave, and 
I as'cenld:ed into the glory, and 'as your :substi,tute 'and 
representa..tive I a:m in the presence .of God-tlhe 'min-

ute you take your place as a hebl'-deserying sinner, I 
will take My pla'ce 'as your Redeemer and Saviour, and 
promise that you shall never odie." I do not care how 
black the physician's I'eport 0'£' my disease may be jf 
only he has a remedy adequate to the disease. And 
the blessing of God -is just a's big, just a:s immeasurable, 
as the curse. Listen: "For he hath made him to be 
sin ,for us, who knew no sin"-tha:t is, He knew no sin­
"that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him." Is not that wonderfu'l? Does not that give you 
something to stand on? Do you not see that rwlhen 
thus you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, every ~a1W 
of G.od is ·on YoOur side? that even the law has 'Cea:sed 
to ,be a terror? that ev~n the law s'ays, "Let that sin­
ner go. His debt is paid"? ("Hallelujah !") Mer,cy 
and judgment reJoice together, and all the resources 
of Deity are ,engaged .to save for ever the pooOr Ibank­
'rupt sinner who 'Will accept God':s judgment of his 
case. 

Other men may -preach another 'gos>pel, but I have 
no other story than tha:t ·to teU. No other ·story ·could 
be of any value to me. "WhoO his own self bare OUT 

sins -in his own body on. ,the tree." Bunyan tells the 
story. that when Pilgrim 'had the 'burClen ·on ·hi·s.:back, 
he lcame up to the cross, and it loosed from off his 
shouldeI's 'and fell 'from off his Iba:ak, and he looked 
and s'aw it roH down the hi'll. It I'olled into ,the se­
pulchre, and he saw :it no more. There is only one 
p'1ace. where you and I can 'bury our sins, and that is 
in the ,grave of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
. Did I ever tell yoou a story "I heard toM of a man 

wha had a 'very waywa:rd son? The ·son travelled !from 
p'la'Ce to IpDace, trading on his father's name. He went 
to a .big hotel and registered as the son of Mr. SoO-and­
So, nClJming his father. The ·father wa:s a well-known 
man; 'a man of millions. °They said, "That is all right. 
If he ,is the son of such a 'father, his account is ·good." 
He went about the big city, and whatever he w.allitled, 
the 'bought. He ha:d ono money, but ,chal'lged. it to his 
fa'bher, and because he was ·I:'he s'Ori o'f such a man they 
thought he was a good ·customer. PI'esently 'hiscred-' 
itors demanded payment, but he had no money. Then 
the hotel demanded payment, but he 'had no money. So 
he disappeared and left this trai'n"of debts behind him; 
onhy to do the same ,thing 'in the next city, unti'l they 
would endure it no longer, and he would move on. 
He !pursued this course !from city to city, until one' day 
when he had Tea'ched the end o'f his tether, in a 'certain 
place, 'as he was going down the street sud­
denly he felt a s,trong hand laid upon his shoulder. He 
W!a'S alarmed, expecting it was a policeman. . He 
looked up into the face of his father-and was more 
alarmed than ever. His father said, "My soOn, I have 

. found you 'at 'last." He was ·speec'hIe.ss, he 'had nothing 
to say. His father said, "I traced yoou to such a pla:ce 
(naming the .c;ity), and I found out what hotel yoou ha:d 
b.een staying at, how you had dishonoured my name, 
arJId the. de!bts you had incurred. I tracked you ,to the 
next city," and he told the l~d the sordid story a'S he 
had unravelled it. "I found out in each p'lace hOlw mu:ch 
you owed." In 'his heart the boy wa.s saying, "I hoOpe 
he did not discover everything. .oh, I hope he did not 
find out exactly how much lowe!" Bu.t When his 
fClJth~r had painted the 'blalckest kind 0'£ picture, lie said, 
"Now, my son, I have been to the hotel here and have 
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found out what you owe there, and the kind of life you, 
have 'been living." Again the boy said to himself, 
"My, I hope he ,did not find out everything!" . But the 
father .continued, "My hoy, I am going to give you. 
another <chance. I 'have paid it alL" "You have paid it . 
a'll, father! I hope you di·d not miss anything." 

Oh, w.hat a difference! And here are we, poor fool­
ish ,creatures, trying to run .away from God and· saying, 
"I hope He will not find it aU ·out." Why, He found 
it all out long 'ago; but when at last we come to the 
eros·s and underS'tand its meaning, we shal'l say, "I 
holpe He did not miss anything." He has not missed 

a11J1:hing. All our sins were ~aid On Him, the sins of 
the past, the \present, and the .future. One arm o!f the 
Cross reaches' ha'ck to the day .of y.our !birth, .an'd the ~ 
other stretches forth to the day of Judgment; 'and lbe­
neath its driJpping blood the sins of your whole life 'are 
sheLtered. God "hath .laid on him the iniquities of us 
an.~' 

"J esus paid it aH., . 
All to Him I owe; 

Sin had l'eft a crimson 'stain, 
He washed.it white as snow.". 

'May God 'help us everyone to receive the gospel. 
~. 

How God Keeps His Saints 
A Bible Lecture 

Delivered in .Jarvis Street ~ur·ch, Toronto, Thursday Evening, July 12th, '1928. 

By the Pastor, Dr. T. T. S·hields . 
. (Stenographically reported) 

We do well to give attention to what we sing as 
well 'as to what is preached. The .hymn you have just 
sung has something in it. . Some of the modern jingles 
are poor poetry-and worse theology. There is noth­
ing in them to inspire any.one to worship or to ,p-rai&e. 
But this hymn you have now sung magnifies the grace 
of God',-

"'Tis ours to a·sk and to receive, 
To take ·and not to buy; 

'Tis Thine in sovereign grace, to give, 
Yea, give ·abundantly." 

I have frequently said to you that there is no word 
in any 'language more difficu'lt of ,definition than rthe 
word "grace," because it not only 'borders on the in­
finite, but is itseH infinite like God. There ·are a great, 
many orthodox people. whose orthodoxy needs con­
siderwbl1e inIiProvement. We need to get hack to 'these 
great fundamental principles of grace; that salvation 
is of gnvce, and of grace aIone ; that i't is .from the Lord, 
not .from ;men. 

There is a verse -which we passed over lightly last 
week which I shou1M like you to Iook at for a few 
minutes this evening. I· was :speaking to you last 
'Dhursday from the first chapter of the ,first epistle of 
Peter, of our rej-oicing in our security in Christ. Let 
us then go back to the fifth verse:· "Who are kept 

':by the plOwer ·of God through faith unto salvation 
ready ·to be revealed in the last time." That text ,gives 
us the 'old-fasthiond doctrine of .final perseverance, the 
perseverance or the ,preservation of ·the s·aints. They 
are "kept'." Particularly last week we were SfPeaking 
of the inheritance that is "incorruptible, and unde·filed, 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you". 
'Dhere is 'an inheritance that is' to be ours, but it is re­
served for .those who are kept;'and we are kept "tJy 
the ,power of 'G?d through 'faith unto salvation". Let 
us 'cons~der the principles of this text for a ·few minutes. 

I. 
First, that. GOD KEEPS HIS PEOPLE. They do not 

keep themselves; they are kept. You remember how 

our Lord Jesus, in that great high Ipriestly prayer just 
;})efore He suffered, said, "Those that thou gavest me 
I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of 
perdition; tha.t the, scripture might be fulfilled." 

"His honor is engaged to save" 
. The meane'st o'f His sheep; 
. All whom the heavenly Father gave, 

His hand'S secure:ly keep." 

"He keepeth the feet of hi~ saints"; "The Lord is 
our keeper." If 'we are ·heTe as Christians to-ni,gh:t, 'We 
are still trusting Him, still Ibearing His name, s'till 
lifting our 'hearts to Him ina,doration and prai'se :be­
cause He has kept us, and not beca'use we have kept 
ourselves. There is nothing in the worM. that will 
humble the .true believer like a proper understanding 
oIf thi'S principle of grace. If I have kept myse1lf, then 
I have s'omewhat whereof to boast. If I ·still abide by 
the truth 0'£ God -while multitudes turn away from it, 
then tlhere may be some ground for self~congratulation. 
Hut if we recognize the truth that we are wha:t we 
are by divine grace, and that weare kept of the Lord, 
then it will humble us, and we'shaU not-cease to sing,-

"Why wa:s I made to !h~ar Thy voice, 
And enter while there's room, -

When thousands make a wretched choice, 
And ra:ther starve than come? 

"'Twas the same love that spread the feast, 
That sweetl":}' forced us in; 

Else we had stil.l refused to taste, 
And Iperished in Our sin." 

What a wonderful thing it is that we are His, that 
we are still His; and that weare still His because He 
has kept us ! , 

What does the Scripture say about the keeping power 
of ·God. 

He will keep us as a love" keeps his bride. Our 
Lord Jesus is :tJhe Lover o·f our soulos. '~Christ loved the 
church, 'and gave himself !for it." And He gave Him­
sel'£ for it that He might ulti:mately present it unto 
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Himself a glorious c"hur·ch not having spot, or. wrinkle, 
or any such thing, Our Bridegroom is not gomg to be 
cheated o:f His . 'bride. He will never allow earth or 
hell to charge Him with breadh of promi.se. He wip 

.keep Hi,s' word to His people; and He wIll keep HIs 
people according to the terms o.f.His ·covenant. "Those 
that thou gaves,t me I 'have kept.". ""hat 'a price ~e 
has paid for us! How ·greatly He 'has suH~red m 
or-der that we might be His! And it is unthmkable 
that He Who has p'aid 'S0 great a price shoU'ld suffer 
us to ,slijp (from His hand. That Lover will keep His 
bride, and we may be sure that nothing can separate 
us from the ,love O'f God whi'ch is in 'Ohrist Jesus ,our 
Lord. • 

Were I to speak on that aspect of the subject alone, 
it could not 'be exhausted in a month o'f lectures. You 
remember how the ap·ostle argued the pos,sible con­
tingencies? Why did ~e not simply say, "I am per­
suaded tlhat nothing ·can seJpara,te us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord"? ~ut he goes 
into particulars. 

"N either death". Vie are brought closer to Him by 
death. Death cannot separate us 'from God. He will 
keep us even in'deatn. "Nor life". To ·dep·art is to be 
with Christ which is f.ar better, but to be 'in this ,Life 
with all its perils, and yet to be kept, requires a Power 
stronger than our own. But life will' not separate us 
from Him. "Nor Ange1s"-Does he mean that the, 
holiest angel in all the splendour of hissinlessness 
cannot compete 'with Christ? Or does he refer to Il!es­
singers '01£ darkness and link them with "principalities" 
and ",po.wers"-as representative of the utmost power 
of Hell? Whatever is meant, they cannot separate 
us from the Lover .oJ our souls. "Nor thin;gs present". 
T'hings /present are very alluring. This present .evil 
worl'd' with all its pleasures endeavours- to lay hold of 
us and 's'eparate 'us from Christ, but "things pre~ent" , 
·cannot se,parate us. "Nor things to c·ome". Tha,t 
means neither to-day nor to-morrow; and if you have 
to-day and to-morrow, you have all the -days. "Nor 
things to come." "It is the ,things in the future that 
I am so afraid of. I .do no,t know what is b~hind the, 
veil. But," said the apostle, "I am not afraid of them; 
they 'cannot 'Separate me from Him." "Nor 'height". 
Some people are in great danger when they ascend 
the heights-no altitude of success, no rapture of joy, 
no' depth of defeat, of -discouragement, of darkness, 
of despair-"For I am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor Iif'e, nor '~ngel's, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
,things present, nor ,things· to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the ,love of God, which is in Christ J esll'S our 
Lord." He will keep us a:s' His' own brid·e. 

Then He keeps us as a father keeps his children. 
Never forget that He taught us to pray, "Our Father 
which art in heaven." Never forget He ~l'aS put His 
Spir:it in our hearts, enabling us to cry, "AIb:b~, Father." 
It is something to have God 'for our Father. We are 
His children, and He will keep 'us as a ·father keeps 
his Clhildren. vVe cannot too strongly emlphasize that 
tie. Weare His children. "If ye then, being evil, know 
'how to give good gifts: un-to your children, how much 
m.ore"-you .cannot measure that-"how much more 
shall your Fathe'r whi'ch is in heaven give good things 

to them that ask him?" He will keep us, and provide 
us with everything that pertains ,to life and godliness. 
As' we pray, the answer wiH ·come. 
. He will keep us as the' shepherd keeps. his. she~p. 

Do you remember 'i'hat wonderful word about DaVid, 
ho\v all the sons of Jesse 'Were brought before Sa~­
uel, and at la'st ,there was the one that was out 'wlt,h 
the sheep, almost forgotten? But he .was. ~eeping the 
sheep, and his father knew where to fm~ him when ~e 
wanted him. He knew that he was takmg care of hiS 
sheep. And when at last David came to ,the army, his 
elder :brother was astoni'shed. I think he unwittingly 
paid him a ·compliment when he s'aid, "With whom 
hast thou left those 'few sheep in the wilderness? It 
is not like you to run away £r·om d.uty. Wha,t about 
the sheep you 'were charged to keeJP?" And w'hen 
David 'came bef.ore Saul at last, Saul looked at him and 
s'aid, "You are not a man of war. You are not a giant." 
Then hear. his own testimony, "Thy 'servant kept his 
father's sheep." He kept them. "The lion was there, 
and ,the 'bear .came, and they took a lamb; but I went 
out a'fter them and delivered the lamb out of their 
mouths." He kept them as great David'·s greater Son 
keeps His sheep. Those whom His Father had entrust­
ed to Hi'S ·care, He kept; and He did not lose one of 
them, even though i,t involvtd the slaying of a lion 
and a bear. The Good Shepherd will keep His sheep. 
I know sometimes we may feel we are almost in the 
jaws of the lion, but He will yet deliver us, for, He 
that keepth Israel neither s~umbers nor sleeps. 

He will keep us as a prince keeps his jewels. "They 
shallibe mine"-to-day? To-morrow? No! "They shall 
'be mine, said the Lord of hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels. I shall not lose any of them; 
when I make up my jewels ,t'hey Slhall all1be there, 'be­
'Cause I am going to keep them." That is a tempting 
sU'bject, is it not? Think of ourselves being. jewels! 
Weare diamonds in the rough, most of us~very 
rough! No one but an expert, with divine discernment, 
would ever suspect tha,t we lbelonged to the crown 
jewels. There is not much that is bright and glistening 
in us, 'but when He ha's done with us at ,last, when the 
,pm'Cess of sanctifioation is finished, He will not ;be 
afraid or ashamed to exhibit usa:s His jewel's. 

But tha,t suggests' a' return to the f.ormer 'figure. I 
cannot understand, it is a marvel of gra·ce, but I be­
lieve the Lord J es,'t1s will be .pr~ud o,f His 'bride. Can 
you imagine it? But He will be fil~ed with a holy 
pride when 'grac·e has completed its redeeming work, 
and we shall be like Him, and without fault before 
the throne of God .. He will be more glorified in His 
saints than in .the sun and moon and stars and all· 
the wonders of the universe; and' He is going to keep . 
us against that day. 

I believe He will keep us as a king keeps his subjects. 
I never have been ·ashamed of my British -citizenship. 
I have always been 'rather proud ·and thankfut for the 
Union Jack. And it is not until one goes away from 
home that he learns ,to ,appreciate it. - But Britain has 
never f.orsaken one 0'£ her sU'bjects: I.read a 'Story of 
a woman in Mexi.co during the disturbance§ there in 
the early part of the Great War, a woman who was' 
not 'a Br,itis'h -citizen. She could find no saf.ety any­
where, until 'at last from somewhere she procured a 
British flag. She ,took the flag and wrapped it around 
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hersellf, and said t.o the Mexicans, "Touch me if you 
dare." And they did not dare touch Iher, for they knew 
that nobody on earth was ever ·allowed. to wipe· his feet 
on the British £la.g; they knew that behind that 'flag, 
for ,the protection 'of but one person who "Claimed its 
protection, was the whole might of the British Em­
pire. Principalities and powers and tthe rulers of the 
darkness of this lWorld have no power against those 
whose citizenship' is in heaven. The King will pro..;. 
te<;t His subjects. He will keep them everyone. And 
I verilypelieve if He had to despatch ,twelve legions 
of angels for ,the protedion of one of the little ones 
who believe in Him, God would do it. Weare wondeT­
fully kept, my dear friends. You can tthink of any other 
figures you like, but we are kept. . 

II. 
And we are kept -By TH~ POW~R OF. GOD. It requires 

a W'eatdeal of power, to keep us. There ,arre sonie of 
you parents who have had your hands quite full with 
your chi,ldren. They -have eX!hausted your Ipatience, 
and sometimes you have been afraid that in spite of 
everytthing they would get away from yO'll, and bring 
you into tr·ouble. It ,requires' some power to keep us 
out 'of temptation, and to keep 'llS from the evil one. 
And we are nOot kept by our own !power, Ibut are kept 
by the powel' of God. 

'Just nurse that idea a moment in your mindls, 1!hat 
there is such a thing as the power olf God. There is' a 
power that is more than your 'might, and more than 
mine. . 

;Round aibout us we 'have abundant illustrations of 
,the -pri~dple. There is energy enough in the material 
universe to do our work f.or us, and 'We are ·only now 
learning to make use of it,· We do not light this build­
ing with 'candl~s. Do you know where that li'ght comes 
from? From Niagara Falls, 01.' ·one of the Falls re­
lated to it. And the power that is revealed in that 
light was there in the 'days ·00£ Abraham, it was theTe 
when Indians roamed the plains; but they did not 
know it, they did poot make use of'it; but the power was 
theTe. There used to be a. young lad in the old days 
sit behind a curtain and work hard to pump t'he 
organ. I suppose that even in this chur,ch that 1l1ust 
have been the way wind was supplied to the organ. 

I have heard, a story of a boy who "pumped the 
organ" at some great organ reci·tal. When it was over 
every'body 'Congratulated the' artist who ha,d presided 
at the organ. By and by' the little boy slipped UI(> to 
him and said, "Didn't we do pretty well?" The or-. 
ganist look~d down at him and said, "WeI What did 
you do?" "Why", said ,the little fellow, "I helped 
you, didn't I?" "AU you did was to supply the wind," 
sai-d the organist. On another occasion when the same 
artist was playing, in the midst of one of his exhibition 
pieces, the wind threatened to cease. The organist 
frantically mQot~oned to the boy 'behind the ,curtain to 
pump, and the :boy whispered back, "Shall it be 'we' 
then?" '''Yes I Yes I"-and the wind came on again. 
. Well, it is "we" still, hut it is not a boy behind the 
curtain; the very organ nas learned how to' catch the. 
music of Niagara. The power that is ;re'sident in this 
material world is being utilized. We are only on the 
fringe of it.. Weare 'going to get power frrom the 
sun sotTIle day. You will be :ahle to put so~ething out 
in the back yard, and you will.get·power enough to 

do your washing and ironing, to w.ash the dishes, and 
dry y,our hai·r. Even in ,this physical world 'we are go­
ing to learn there is power from above some day. But 
nobody i's foolish enough to try to do things them­
selves that can be accomplished only 'by superhuman 
power. Thus. we have learned to harness nature's 
pOlWer to our wagons. But it seems to me that just 
in the measure in whi<:h men h:ave gone forwaTd 
materially, they have gone back Sipiritually; for while 
at every point men have' utilized all' the ;force's .of 
nature for' the accomplishment of material ,tasks, in 
the moral and; spiritual realm men proudly rep'udiate 
divine help and say, "I will help myself." But we 
cannot help 'ourselves; we are kept by the POWeT of 
God. And the power ·of God is with us if we are 
Christians. There is available sulf.£icient power to' en­
able U'S to be what God wants us to ;be, and -do what 
God. wants us to do. 

How is that power to be utilized? How does God 
keep His people? "By His power," someone says. 
Yes, but how is that rpower 'Communi'cated to the 
soul? What is the point of contact? What is the 
principle that enables us to receive pow.er? "Who are 
kep,t by the power o~ God throu~h faith." I suppose 
this atmosphere within ,these 'Walls is full o'f messages 
o'f ·~me sort to-nirght. If you ·l).ad the /proper .machine 
here you could draw them out from the atmosphere; 
it would become articulate, and you would hear a 
human voice Srpeaking f.rom New ,Y.ork or Chi'cago, 
or somewhere else. But llecause we have not the in­
strumen,t here we hear nothing. I said 'a moment ago 
that these for·ces ''We are employing have always been 
here. There is nothing new about the radio; 'We are 
only now learning 'how to utilize it. 

How are we to appropri,ate this :spiritua.l energy that 
will keep us? How does God k~ep His people? Does 
He 'superimpose His wH1 upon us? Does He keep us 
as a mother keeps her ·braJbe when ,the little fellow is 
very you.ng 'and she puts a fence around <him? N ow­
adrays :S'he has a fence 'On wheels so that he. can 'Watk 
·about the hOo1,lse, but he ·c.annot get out the door~does 
God keep people in thalt mechanica:L way? Some people 
hav·e thought SOl, and they ·shu~ .thems·elves up in 
mOinasteries to keep the devil out, only to discover tha,t 
they had ·shut the devil in with them. The 'saints of 
God ·are not kept by ~ron bars. How are they kept? 
By join~ng 'a dub 'of some sort,and linkin;g -themselves 
up with other men and women who are maturer 'and 
strqnger than themselves? Are you going to keep 
people 'by a Rig Brother principle? That is all right 
so f.ar ·as it goes. The church is a divine inst,itution, 
and it is here in order that we may !be mutuaHoy profit­
. ahle to eareh other, thrart we may come together for 
mutual ·edificati'On. And i-t ought to 'be possihle for 
you to be of help to me, a.nd for me to be of help 1\:0 
you. But, primarily, ,that ,is not :the means 'by which 
God keeps His people; for Wlh-en the benediction is 
over, and we 'separate ·and go to our own homes,and 
on the morrow to, our respective pl3Jces of ~bll'siness 
wheTe many of us will find ours·elv-es among non­
Christians, 'how ·is God to keep His people in !the 
mid-st of evil, and yet keep them from the evrrL? "I 
pray not that thou :s'hould'est take them out of the 
world; but that thou 'Shou1d~st keep them from the 
eyril." . 

-- d 
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III. 
How do~s God do it? The. principle is here: "Who 

are kept by the power of God 'J.'HROUGH FAITH." What 
does that mean? Those two words, "through faith", 
would require 'a mon,vh of exposition. How -does this 
divine 'power flow through this H£e of :mine "through 
faith"? Ju:s't ·a:s I turn on thios electric power, and 
·receive power to do something I 'could not do of 
myself? Suddenly? No, it is thr'Ough faith, and faith 
necessi,tates ,theexerdse of alL our powers. What is 
fa~.th ? "Faith ·cometh by hearing; and hearing by the 
word of God." . Our faith 1'S incre3.'sred and enlarged in 
the mea:SUTe in which our :spiritu-al inteHigen~e is en­
large'd. The more we know of God, the more we aTe 
ena'bled ;to trust God. But after 'aU, perhaps 'a few 
simple illustrations will se.rve to make it p'la·in. 

Here ·is a young man with a possible 'course 'before 
him. The question for him now is; Shall I take ·it, Dr 
refuse tD take it? Is it right, Dr >is it wrong? T.he 
moment he contemplates rt:a:ki'ng a cer:tain course of 
actiDn,.if he 1S instructed in the W'Ord 'at all, a pass'age 
'Of Scriptur·e flashes: into his ·mind and he says to h~m­
seLf, W'e"lI, what about it? DD I beIieve it? Ls it God's 
wDrd? Is it rt:Tue? Yes, there -i's nD argument ,there·. 
But do I" 'a,bsolutely :belie've what ,the Scripture says? 
Yes; and it throws ·a flDOd of light 'On that proposed 
course of 'action, and 'by that light that -cours'e I con­
template i,s' ,said, to 'be wrong. 1£ I believe what God 
s'aY's then, fi'rst 'Of all, my intelligence is engaged, and 
I see'a givencours'e tD he ·wrong. I did ·not find 'it 
out: God toM me !SD, 'arid I knew it to 'be wrong 
because GDd'.s Word said 'so; ·and because I 'believe 
the Word, I accept His judgment. If I ·did nDt believe, 
I would not accept; I would have argued. I 'beHeved 
·tha:t course tD ibe wrong. 

Shan I refuse to take it? Again the wDrd 'Of God 
comes "to me with many a promi'se, assuring me that 
God -is here to' energize the man WhD wants to dD 
right. My inteHigence nDW .is engaged; and my 'affec­
tions 'are' awakened, for my Lord Hi1I!self is related t'O 
th1'scDurse of action. I have come tD see that I cannot 
do that without griev.ing Him, and I must nDt grieve 
Him~ 

But my win is weak. Yet, 3.'S I depend upon Him, 
and in Hi'S 'stren'g1th I dare tD 'attempt the impossible, 
I fi'nd that my wiH is ener:gized. And, 'beho"l'd, memory 
is awakened, and I say, "Beoause thou ha~t !been my 
'help, 'therefore in the ,shadow .of thy wings w.ill I 
rejDice." In a much 'S'horter space 'Of time than it 

. takes me to tell .j,tevery !faculty of Ithe mind is ·engaged 
fDr 'my ddiverance. The Spir·it of God is ·working fDr 
me, and I.have taken the right course. When a con­
chision ·is rea'ched, we are .inclined tD say, "I~ did it". 
But "I" :did nothing of the kind. I ·am kept !by the 
power 'Of God "through faith". If I "had not 'believed. 
I snould have ,been defeated. 

Faith is 'nota mec'hankal thing ,that tears a text frDm 
a scripture 'caI'enldar ·and saY's, "That is my messlage 
fDr to .. day. I wiH pin my faith upon i,t-it must be 
pointing in the right d-irection." I dD not say that is 
wrong, God has many ways of speaking Ito His people; 
but I say, when God under.takes to save a man-and 
it i's by sovereign grace He saves, and there is not an 
'infinitesimal ·bit of human power in it-He marvel-

--

lously brings intD ,action 'all the·lfacult.i'es of the soul, 
and makes them all to w'Ork harmomou'sly, and the 
man i,s lIed ~n ways of Tighteousness. Yet he himself 
scarcely knows Ihow. 

There is a ibit 'Of .interesting his~ory ip. the New 
T'estament tha.t tells us of P'eter when he had been 
apprehended by Herod, arid put in pIiison! and :de­
livered to "four quoateinions of 'soldiers to keep hIm; 
in:t·eniding after Easter tD br:ing him forth to the 
people." But :the angel of the ~ord arrived. and smo,te 
him, waking Ihim up. The chams- fell off hIS fee.t, 'and 
he was 'led 'Out into -the city, the iron door openmg of 
its' own acc'Ord, so that Peter· did not even hear the 
an:gel .turn iVhe key in rt:he lock. Th~n the angel de­
par,ted from him. It was 'areal ,dehver~nce. Peter 
did not know what had happened at the ttme. I sup­
pose he Tu'bb-ed his eyes and loo~ked ·a:bDUt. At first 
he "wist not that ~t was 'true which was -done by ,tihe 
angel". When:he 'came to himseLf and ,considered the 
thing he said, "Now I know of a ,~urety, that the Lord 
has ·sent H.is angel, and hath ,delIvered me .out 'Of the 
hand of Herod and frOim all the expec'ta.tton .Df the 
people 'Of the J ~ws. I must gD to the prayer meeting. 
and teE them all ahout it", and away he went tD the 
home of John Mark. .. 

Sometimes the Lor-d works ;fDr HIS people m that 
way, and we $carcely kn:oW' how :it was -done, and we 
"half believe that we did it muse1ves .. But when we 
have time tD consi-der the thing, a' :great halleIuja:h 
aIiises' to the skies and we 'say, "Now I know the angel 
of the Lord did it. I was kept by ,the power of God 
th.rough faith." You can ,think the rest 'of i,t 'Out for 
yourselves. 

IV. 
"UNTO. SALVATION". Let us get a big idea of salvation. 

What 'are the dimensions 'Of it? How' many times I 
have had people come to me proudly and say, "Do 
you mean ,to teH me Ithat baptism is neces's'ar~ ,tD 
salvation?" And they ,think they have really gIven 
one ,somewhat of 'a !poser! They imagine that 'One 
ha's never heard that 'before! Or it may be ·some other 
matter rt:hey ask about, "Is· rthat necessary to &alv~- . 
tion?" What ·is 'salvation? I,s it a meal tkket? Is It 
a third--class ti'cket to glory? Is it 's'omething ,that will 
protect us· from hell, and barely a'~niit us 'Yithin. the 
gates of heaven? Is the'ben~fi'~ WhI'ch sa:lv~bon hrm&,s 
nothing more 'vhan i1mmumty from pumshment-ils 
that -aH? Of course, iIf that is, YDur idea of salvatiDn, 
there is no need 'of my talking to you about 'ba:ptism, 
or about a thousand other thirrgs. If that is the low 
plane upon which your Christian life is set, you 'are 
n<;>t prepared to 'listen. But when you, ·see th~t .salv~: 
tion ~'s not only salvation from hell, but 'saIvatton u~t'O 
heaven' that it is not 'OnLy being changed from a chIld 
of the ,devil, but :being ·made ',l!ik'e untt) J esu'S Christ; 
when you ·see that s-a'lvation me~ns the remaki.ng of 
man into the 1ikeness 'Of Jesus Chnst, then you WIU not 
come to m~ with thos'e little questions, you will n'Ot 
stop to 'ask me whether baptism is necessary ·to sal­
vation or 'Whether it is wrDng to go to the movie, or 
wheth~r a man: will1be -condemned for smoking. That 
is a poo·r conception 'Of being a Christian. If you get 
the 'scriptum'lconceptiD11I 'Of 'salIvation, that it is as 
high 'as heaven, that we ·are to go 'On with God, increas-. 
ing with "the .incre·as·~ ·of God" (I do not kn'Ow what 
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that means, do you, Dr. Stockley?) But I know that 
we are to be made partaIrers of the Infinite; to -grow 
up into Hjm. "Kept by the power of God thr<?ugh 
faith unto salvation." . 

J'If you should come to me and talk about doing the 
commandments of God, I should ask you this question,. 
What is salvation? Deliverance from sin-not from the 
consequences of sin, but from sin itself. "Unto you first 
God, having ra~sed up h·is Son Jesus, sent him to bless 
you, in turning away every 'one of you Nom his 
iniquities." That is how we are saved. If it ~s sal­
vation from sin, then what i's sin? Sin is the tr'ans­
gression of the :1aw. What is law? Law is the com­
mandment 'of God. In ,olther words, ·sin is disobedience. 
I will translate your question for you. What your 
question means i,s this, Is obedience essential to s'a'l­
v·ation from disobedience? My answer is in ,t!Ie 
affirmative. When we get that I}.arger conception of 
being a Christian, the question wiH J?ot b~, How little 
can. I do, but, How much? 

;put these two questions together: Wlhat must I do 
to be ,slaved? That- is the ttnost appropriate question 
that an unconverted sinner 'can possibly a'sk, but it is 
a pitiifuHy low standard of things to form 'a question -
on a Christian's lipS'. "What m.ust I do to pe saved?" 
Tlhat is what the Philippi an jailor said, and he did 
well. But when Saul of Tarsus answered that Voice 
from the skies and said, "Who art thou, Lord?" and 
rece'ived the rep'l,y, "I am Jesusl whom thou perse­
cutest", Saul answered, "Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?" That :is' the appropr~ate question for a 
Christian. The one for the 's,inner, 'What must I do 
to be 's'aved? but, being saved, not, How little can I. 
do? but, What wilt Thou have m<:, .to do?' 

What is it aU for? If"' I 'had -nothing elise to do but 
dwell up_on that word "salvation" for a year, and were 
to speak to you every night after careful prepa'ration, 
I eouId' not exhaust the meaning 'of ,that word; I shou:}d 
sti'll have to say, I do not know myself what it means. 
You do not know; none 01£ us know; we only have a 
glimps·e. But we know thi's: we ·a're "kept iby the 
power ·of God throug.h faith u·nto sa'lvation ·ready to be 
revealed in the last tiime." We s·hall know more in 
five mnnutes wha,t ,salvation means 1ihen than we can 
kn<?w in haM 'a Icentury now. But here is the glory 
of it: when He is revealed, we shall be manifested 
with Him in glory. ThO'se Wrho are kept are "ready 
to 'be revea:ledat the l'a's'l; time." He wiH keep us till 
then?,' Yes-til,} ",the last time." And then, and not 
till then, will He revea:l what it is to be saved, by 
revealing the saved. "Beloved, now 'are we the sons' 
of God, and it doth not, yet appear what -we shaH be: 
hut we kno'Y' that when he shall appear, we shaH be 
like him, for wes'haH see 'him as ,he js." "Thanks be 
unto God, for his unspeakable gift." 

DES MOINES UNIVERSITY NEWS. 

This Witness is very hastily prepared because the Editor 
is· leaving to-night (Tuesday, July 17th), for Des Moines. 
Every report reaching us from Des Moines is full of encour­
'agement. The appointment of Dr. H. ,C. Wayman as PreS'i.­
dent has awakened great enthusiasm in many quarters. Last 
week the University received a cheque for $500.00, the dOlllOr 

'Saying that this was sent beCause Dr. Wayman had been 
'appointed President. 
. We were call1-ed by one of the T.oronto papers last week, 
When the interviewer directed our attention to a report in the 
New York World of the appointment O!f Dr. Her,get to the 
Presidency .of William Jewell 'Co~lege. The rep.ort said that 
'Dr: Herget wa:s an avowed liberal. We have since seen an 
!interview with Dr. Herget, in which he says ,he is neither 
a Fundamentalist nor a Modernist, but a conservatist.· Dr. 
Herget may be the one exception to the undver:sal rule, but so 
far we have never yet met one who s:aid he was neither a 
Fundamentalist nor a Modernist. who could not be depended 
upon a!bways to side with Modernism. We sincerely hope 
that Dr. oHel'lget, as we have said, may !be the one man of 
whom this is not true. But whether or not, the great stand .of 
-Des Moine's University f.or the faith, and Dr. Wayman's· 
record as· the one college president .in America who refus'ed 
to compromise pn these issues, wiH be sure to ·attract large 

. numbers of students to Des Moines. If William Jewell Col­
lege a:bides by the principles'for which Dr. Wayman stood, 
'as we Slincerel'Y hope she win, Des Moines UnJiversity's 
Trustees will dtQ their utmost to co-operate with Wi'Hiam 
'J eWel~, as with 'all other genuinely conservative institutions .. 
-It is a- great mistake to suppose ·that the defection of one 
institution affords another a srpecia'l opportunity. There is 
'a re·al unity between aU spiritual bodies which do the work 
of Christ in the WOJ.'lld', and it is true of them that if "one 
.member suffer, all the members suffe·r with it; or one member 
!be honoured, aH the. members re~oice with. it." Splendid ·men 
'have done their utmost to make WillJli.am Jewell a Baptist 
ins·titution, and of recent years' other men have done their 
utmost to keep it ·true to the fa.ith. But there is room for 
any number of Baptist Fundamen,ta1ist educational institu­
tions on this ,Continent. 

I We believe the Baptists of the State of Iowa, in.an over­
whelming majority, ·will be found ~oY'al to Des Moines Uni­
versity when they: clearly understand that it is not under 
the managem-ent of a company .of faddists, ibut that it is­
simp'ly one old-fashioned! B8Iptist institu.tion that stand's at 
'once for the highest scholarslhip and for genuine loyalty to 
the Bible as the word of God. There are al~ indications 
that our student enrolment next year will very largely exceed 
'fuat of last year, 'and once again we urge all our readers to 
give us assistan~e' in this matter by sendling us the' name's 
of prospect~ve or possible students, and by speaking a good 
word f.or Des Moines. _ 

Of course, our one !big burden is the financial one. A 
university has an insatiab'Ie appetite for money. The expelllse 
of operating such an institution is enormous, bu.t if Bap·tist 
'Fundamentalists everywhere will only d'O their littlJJe, we can 
be sure of success. Great f.ortunes have been built up by 
selling thilllgS that sell £Or no more than five, ten, .or fifteen 
cents; and equally large fortunes have been made of seUing 
one-cent pieces of chewing gum. We refer to this to suggest 
that if you can 'get enough people to give even a cent, y.oU 
can maintain a university. But, of course, we need llarge 
sums as ·well. Many friends of IOhristian education, we have 
reason to believe, ,have ·hesitated ,to make an'Y large investment 
in Des Moines f'Or fear we should not be able to carryon. 
We want to assure our friends that we have come through 
the most difficult period of all, and, haviIlJg' obtained help of 
God to carry through the first year, we are sure that He will 
not 'leave us n.or forsake us. 'Somehow, from .someWhere, He 
wiH supply our need. 

But what the University needs just now is a great band 
.of men and women Whose hearts 'God has· touched, who will 
·believe with us, and who wiH make large, as well .. as Iimlall 
contributions to Des Moines, as a definite investment 'Of 
faith. We ask our readers to remember that Ohristians are 
expected! to walk by faith, not by sight. The standards of 
Des Moines Univel"Blity, the work in which it ,is engaged', and 
the blesSiing of God which has thus far attended the e1fo-rts 
of .the new management, ought to'lead ,niany of 'fue Lord's 
stewards to come to our.help. 

Catalogues of each of the colleges are avai~a!ble, and may 
be had on application to the Secretary .of Des Moines 
University. 
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atnala fnr t~t Altar 11trf 
By T. I. Stockley, D.D., Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

Sunday, July 22nd. 
Reality in Religion.- Psalm 84:1-12. 

I beseech you by the mercies of ·God that ya be content 
wi1:l1 nothing less than a religion of realities. Dream not 
about theories and thoughts, however ~c:curate and good •. But 
grasp ye the solid things of the ,Spmt of G~d, the thlJ!gs 
which are freely given you of ·God; and WhICh as co~!ng 
from him, are no empty phantoms truly, but the undece1Vlng 
and exhaustless realities which he hath prepared for them 
that love him. Ah! seek a real ato~ing. s~crific!! and a real 
forgiveness of .sin there 'by-a real JustifYIng rIghteousness 
and real acceptance therein-a rea!} title to he~ven and !l real 
preparation for it. Nor need ~ou fear to m1s.s them if you 
seek them. "For the Lord God IS a sun ~nd s~leld; th.e Lord 

. wilH give grace and glory; no good thmg wlll he WIthhold 
from those that walk uprightly." 

Monday, July 23rd. 
Pe;sonality in Religion.- II Corinthians 4 :17-18. 

II Corinthians 5: 1-13 
The value of your religion is in the hou! and. ~cle of 

death. Will a religion destitute of persona::lJ.ty mInIster ~ny 
real comfort to you then? Will you commIt yo~ departIng 
_spirit, for eternity, on the faith of a :me.re d:octnne, however 
true-on the strength of a mere pnnc~p~e, however goo~? 
Will you not crave the presence of a IIJ.Vlng person? WIll 
you not heark~n for a personal voi~e-for .the promise of 
his pers'onal presence? WillI not ,the one sobtary assurance, 
"Lo, I am with you," be worth aiJIl worlds to you then? And, 
will not your 'ability to say,-"Though I walk thro~h :the 
valley of the shadow of death, yet win I fear no eVll"~e­
pend on your realizing the personal presen~e of the hVlng 
Shepherd; while you }usti~ ·that f,:arlessness, o~ your par:t, 
by the gracious manlJ.festat.lOn oil hIS Presen~e glven to you 
on his·-"I wil1l fear no evd; for thou art WIth me; ·thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me." Ps. 23: 4. And if person>8ll:­
ity in your religion bec.omes ilDaD!ifestl~ indispel!sa~le in 
your departure hence, it IS as necessary In. your pILgrImage 
here. Your justification is a personal!: ·act of God's free grace; 
and your daily· realization of it by. faith is an in~nsely per­
sonal thing. The privileges of your adoption are surely aJll 
intensely personal. And: is not living prayer pervaded: by 
personalltity? Yea; it is this element that is 1:I1e charm of 
all vital Christianity. 

Tuesday, J~ly 24th. 
The Presence of Christ in Religion.- John 16:1-15. 

"It is expedient for you ·that I go away: for if I go not 
away the Comforter wil'l not come unto you; ibut if I depar:t 
I will send him unto you" (16: 7.) And when he is come, 
"he shall Bot speak of himself." He S!hall not call your 
attention to himself as if to make up for my absence and 
for suspended fellowship with me,-thereby acknowledging 
my. albsence and completing it by the substitution of himself. 
He shalll not turn away your hearts and minds from me, 
depriving you 'of your recoHection of me, and substituting 
instead fellowship with \himself. It shall not be so. I do 
not promise you the 'Comforter as a substitute fOor my Pres­
ence;-Ibut exactly as securing and retaining my Presence 
with you.· For' his whole work shall !be to "testify of me" 
(15: 26), and to "glorify me" (16: 14). It shall be all of 
ME. "He shall take of mine and shew it unto you," (v. 115). 

Wednesday, July 25th. 
The Glory '01 Goel in Religion.- John 14 :1-16. 

It is the person and! work of Emmanuel that afford a true 
revelation of -the glory of God:. He is the full and express 
image of God in human nature; he is the brightness of the 
Father's glory. To Philip's prayer: "Shew us the Father," 
Jesus maketh answer,-"he that hath seen me hath seen the· 
Father." And ,the co-existence of the Divine and 'human 
natures in the unity of one person in Christ affords a mar­
v~lous,-one might almost say, a fascinating, revelation of 
God,--God manifest in the flesh. Does the human soul of 
Jesus !burn into lofty in~dgnation against scribes and :phaIi-

sees, hypocrites? It is a holy human affection, in unison 
with, and revealiIllg, the Divine detestation of sin. Does the 
tender heart of Jesus overflow in tears. for Jerusalem? It 

. is a holy human affection, in unlison with, and revealing, the 
Divine compassion for sinners. So that the .human graces 
of the man Christ Jesus are an inlet by which we enter on 
the contemplation of those Divine 'attributes with which th~ 
graces su:bsist in glorious and .perfect coalescence. There IS 
no inharmonious' jar between .Godhead and humanity as they 
are yoked in matchless' union in the person of the God-man, 
Emmanuel. And there is no inharmonious jar between the 
attributes of Godhead and the graces of humanity as these 
are exhilbited in the character of Emmanuel. We can draw 
near and contemplate holy justice and unparailieiled love in 
the man ·Christ Jesus . 

Thursday, July 26th. 
Two-Iolel Revelation in Religion.- II Corinthians 3 :4-18. 

There is a two-fold revelation of the Glory of GodL-th~ 
inward or subjective revelation; namely, God himself, by his 
Spirit, seated in the heart and shining there: and the ou~ 
ward or objective revelation; namely, the 'g.lory of God In 
the face of Jesus Christ, delineated! with Unspotted purity 
in the bright mirror of the Gospel: let these·wo revelations 
be combined. 

There is the glory of God without. There is the light of 
God within. There is the ,glory oil God presented outward to 
the soul-in the gospel. And there is the 'God of glory dwell­
ing and shining inwardJl.y-in the heart. That glory of God 
without, and this God of gUory within; how can they meet 
without a mutua'l recognition? The outward glory in the 
gospel commends itself to the inward light in the heart. The 
inward Hght in the heart pours\ the warm beamS! of a cease'­
less il~UilDination on the outward! glory in the gospel. And 
the result is a knowledge which is no mere human optin10n, 
but a Divine, infallible conviction-a conviction on which you 
can perH your everlasting salvation, and pass in .peace into 
the everlasting world. For you know whom you have believed'; 
because "God, who commanded the light to shine out of dark­
ness, hath ShiT'''' in your heart to give the light of the 
knowledge of 1. _ ory of God! in the face of Jesus Christ." 

Friday, July 27th. 
The Inelwellinll Goel in Religion.- I John 1 :1-10. 

In the firs·t creation, God simply "comman4ed the light to 
shine out of darkness." His creative and almighty will was 
the sO'le cause of natuTal illumination. But Paul does not 
say that in 1:I1e Sl cond and! spiritua'l creation God; commands 
light to spring up in our dark! hearts and shine there. But,­
far more, and ff r nobler, when we ,have. the new created 
Spirit, ,God himSE If sh\nes in our hearts. 'He ·takes 'pOsses­
sion of our hear;s by his :Spirit. He returns to his own 
ri·ghtful dwelliIllg place-ros people's SIOu1s; from which he 
had retired, offen led by their rEfue~lion, leaving them to the 
inevitalbIe dtarkne IS which his absence entails. But 'having 
bought them to It: mseUl with a great ransom, that they might 
be his rightful l: ()ly temple yet again, he returns to them 
·once more. He] eturns, and takeS! up his dweilling in them, 
bY' his .spirit. He grants ·them his gracious Presence again. 
:And he returns and diwelQ'S in them in his glorious character • 
as ·the Light; For God is Light; and in him is no darkness 
at all. He seats -himself secretly, yet !by resistless, sweet and 
Sovereign pow~, in the inmost ibeart; and there he shines;-· 
uGod hath S!hined in our hearts;"-there he throws around. 
him the sweet illumination of his Presence and his Glory. 

Saturday, July 28th. 
How Satan bliruls men in Religion.- II Corinthians 4: 1-7. 

The GOSlPel: History which ;is left with us is resplendent 
with the glory of Christ. An instrument of revelation, con­
structed by the Spirit of light himself, and! answering his 
great idea, the Gospe} is a radiallit mirror, glowing with the 
powerfu'l beams of the Sun of' Righteousness. So replen-

I 
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ished with light is the Gospel of our salvation that the Apostle 
speaks with, astonishment, and with something like terr~r, 
of those who see no light in' it. He takes this as a conclusIve 
proof that they are themselves darknes's,---;-that they are 
altogether lost. "If our gOSlpe~ be hid, it is 'h~d to them that 
are -lost" (ver. 3.) Nothing less than ,their bejng in a "lost" 
condition can account for the gOSipellbeing hid to them. They 
must be lQst creatures who see no light of glory in the ,gospel. 
And then,-bNng'ing out yet more strikingly the 'Power and 
fulness of l~ght which .the 'iospel contains and sheds abroad,...::.. 
he adds, concerning thos'e who faFI to perceive it;-"In whom 
the god of this world hath Mi.nd'ed the minds of them that 
believe not, lest the light of the' glorious' gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, ·shouldi Shine UIIloto them" (v~. 4). 

It is a marvellous statement. So ·brilliant is the iJ.ight of 
this glorious gospel, that Paul is driven to the fact of Satanic 
a~ncy to account fully for anyone not seeing and rejoic­
ing in it. It must be the god' of this world who is Ib-Hnding 
the minds of them that believe not. 

ALL DENOMINATIONS SUPPORT HAMILTON'S 
NEW UNIVERSITY. 

(Continued from page 3.) 

The city, through the parks board, has also secured 
30. acres and has given McMaster a twenty-one-year 
option on it. It was impossible for an outright gift to 
be made of this because the principles of the Baptist 
denomination will not permit them to accept municipal 
or state aid. The parks board jntends to beautify and 
develop the property and build a wide avenue to the 
university grounds. 

The $520.,0.0.0. which ·was raised by the citizens' com­
mittee was contributed by members of other' than. the 
Baptist church. The Baptist following' in Hamilton 
promised to raise $50.,0.0.0. toward the general endowment 
fund, and have almost reached their objective. 

Patrons of the citizens' campaign included Rev. T. 
Owen, D.D., bishop of the Anglican church; Rev. J. E. 
Hughson, B.A., D.D., United church minister:; Rev. Wm. 
Barclay, M.A., B.D., pastor of Central Presbyterian 
. church, and G. H. Leny, member of a highly respected 
Hebrew family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Southam, Sr'., Anglicans, con­
tributed $60.,0.0.0. to the fund. Members of the Southam 
family and the Spectator Printing Co., of which Mr. 
Southam is president, added $11,750.. Sir John M. 
Gibson, ·formerly Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, an 
honorary LL.D. of McMaster, and Lady Gibson, gave 
$25,0.0.0. •. 

Gift From Bishop, 
A striking illustration of other churches' approval of 

McMaster was the gift of $20.0. from Right Rev. J. T. 
McNally, Roman Catholic bishop of Hamilton diocese. 
Harry Lovering and J. M. Pigott, prominent Catholics, 
took an active part in the campaign. Bishop Owen of 
the Anglican diocese donated $20.0., Rev. Wm. Barclay 
$10.0., Rev. J. E. Hughson $10.0. and Rev. Beverley 
Kitchen $10.0.. . 

No portion of these funds will go to teach Baptist 
doctrines, they are to be en~irely devoted to science 
~uildings and equipment. 

Hamil-ton, an industrial city, needs science graduates 
to stimulate its industries, L. R. Greene, chairman of 
the pu~licity campaign, declares. 

"Our young mim have had. to get their engineering 
training in other cities,"·he states, "and when they form 
associations elsewhere they seldom come back to their 
native city to work. The manufacturers in Hamilton 
have realized that and' have made handsome contribu-. / 
tions to our fund, knowing they will benefit indirectly 
through the training given here; Hamilton is on the 
verge of big developments and McMaster is going to 
prosper with the growth of our city." 

Public school children of Hamilton. are also looking 
to the future. Mite boxes were placed in all schools and 
contributions amounted to. $326.79. Pupils of Went­
worth school raised $19.52 by selling old papers. 

"THE GOSPEL WITNESS" •. 
It is rather a long time since we said anything a'bout our 

Gospel Witness Fund. Our readers know that it is a mis­
sionary enterprise which does. not' pay for itself out of the 
subs'Cription income. We prefer, if it is possilble, to carry 
on the paper without dep~J.(ling upon a revenue from adver-

. tising. But we remind our re·ad'ers on'Ce 'again ,that our 
Witness Fund is always hungry. 

The following leUter afj:'ords an example of the ministry of 
The Witness. 

----., July' 12, 1928. 
"The Gospel Witness, 

J arns ,street Baptist Church, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

·My dear Witness: . 
I take exceptional pleasure in herewith enclosing my 

remittance of $2.0.0. for renewal of The Gospel Witness, 
which I notice has expired. 

Without the slightest hesitation I want to say that I 
could do without all the periodicals, magazine50 and 
papers 'Of every other kind' to which I am now subscrib­
ing to infiIl!itely better advantage than I can ·go without 
The Gospel Witness. If one or the other would have to 
go, all the rest wouldi have to go, because of all the 
prea'Chers in all the world ·:that I know of, I like the ser­
mons of Dr. Shields the Ibest, although I am a memlber 
of church, of . That is going some, 
but I mean exaeti.ly what I say. . 

Wishing him unbounded success in the awful fight that 
.he has on his hands, and my !prayer is for bim that the 
Lord may sustain him for ,many years to come because 
he is needed. . 

I am, 
Yours sincerely, 

..;...-------" 
The name of the ~ter and the place from which 11e writes 

are omitted for reasons whiCh the letter itself .will suggest. 
Of course modesty compels us to say that at one point the 
letter is greatly exaggerated, and th-ough our good friend's 
judgment maybe.a -little bit at fault in this matter, we 
confess that when so 'many speak ill of The Witness 'and its 
Editor; our friend's appreciation is Iby no means unwelcome. 

We have reason to be1ieve that the thousands of ministers 
who read Tho Witness weekly find not a little help from its 
pages. Many of these hard-pressed servants of Godi who 
are always' ·giving out to others are lcind enough to write 
us and tell us that The Gospel Witness exercises the ministry 
of a kind! of pastors' pastor. 

Many men of means give their thous'ands to educational 
and! missionary enterprises--and we would n-ot 'have them 
give less-but we would remind them that The Gospel Witness 
goes to a great company of foreign missionaries, many 'of 
whom testify to its- 'hel'Pful ministry. In ad:dlition to these 
things, it has' been the chief advocate of Des Moines Univer­
sity, and we can humbly say ,that the continuance of that 
institution has been made' possible IJar.gely through the work 
of The Gospel Witness. If all these things are taken into 
account: its ministry to the shut-ins, .us gosPel messa'gas 
to the unsaved, the help it affords ministers of the gospel, 
the contribution it makes to some thousands of Sunday School 
teachers through its lesson helps, the part dt plays in the 
defense of the faith-aU these thin'gs surely together stamp 
it as a great missionary and edueationa~ enterprise. 

Will not some of our wealthy readers think a little of the 
burdens borne by one chu'l'Ch and! pastor? For nine years 
the Editor has taken no vacation, ibut he' is hoping to take a 
vacation during August and September,· and is contemplating 
a visit to England!. Weare d'ictating this article in. a few 
crowded moments Ibe:liore ·ta;lcing a train for Des Moines. Be­
fore we move in any direction, while we are away, and when 
we come home, we ha~ to think of The Gospel Witness and 

"its needs. What a boon it would be if some servants of God, 
to whom the Lord has entrusted large means, WQwd send u's 
a few thousand doilars,--$1,O.O.O..O.O., $5,0.0.0..0.0., $10.,0.0.0..0.0.; or 
if others would send us lesser amounts, according to their 
abilityl 

And then, over and above the' financial requirements, if 
th.ere. are any of our readers Hke the one whose letter we 
publish 'above, what better service could! they rend'eT than by 
speaking well of The Witness tQ a number of their friends? 
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Many such cou'ld send us in lists of five or ten or more sub­
SlCriibers. Some, perhaps, could subscribe for others. And 
when aM this is done, do not forget, pleas:, to· prar that ~e· 
blessing of God may continue to rest 1D ever-lDcreasmg 
meas'llTe upon the message of tJ.1e printed page. 

PASTOR JAMES M-cGINLAY AT DALESVILLE. 
Pastor James, McGinlay, and his friend, Mr. Leonard Hearn, 

are holding a special evangelistic m'ission in DalesviIle, Que­
.bec. A telegram was received! in this office this afternoon 
saying there were ten definite conversions last night (Mon­
day). We report these meetings and these blessed initial 
results in the hope that OUr readers will remember Dales­
vine in !prayer. 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH. 
Because our friends frequently enquire about Jarvis Street, 

we have pleasure in informing them. that, notwithstanding 
the report that we 'W~e dead ~nd ;walking around!. to save 
funeral ex-penses·, JarVIS Street 'lSI ~tillJ: very .much ahve .. We 
had two- fine services on Sunday, Wlth splendid congregatIons. 
Visitors were p·resent at both services from ne~rlY' all parts 
of the Continent. Several professed converSIon, and ~he. 
sermon appearing in this issue 'Was preaChed at the evenmg 
service. 

BAIPTIST BIBLE UNION LESSON LEAF 

Vol. III. REV. ALEX. THOMSON, Editor. No.3. 

Lesson 33. Third Quarter. August 12th, 1928. 

GOD MIGHTY IN THE GOSPEL TO BOTH JEWS ANP 
GENTILES. 

Lesson Text: Galatians, Chapter 2 •. 
Golden Text: "For he that wrought etTectually in Peter to the 

apostleship of the c.ircumcision, the same was mighty in 
me toward the Gentiles." (Gal. 2:8.) 

I. PAUL AT JERUSALEM. (vs. 1-10.) 
1. Paul continues his ·testi1tlony in proof of ~he divine 

source of his apostolic ministry, oot related certam matteTs 
which occurred during a visit .he made to Jerusalem. The 
visit referred to is probably the same ~ that recorded in Acts 
16 when he was present at the councIl. 2. The 'great ques­
ti~n to be settled at that time was the relation .of the Gentile 
Christians to the law. Certain individuals were going among 
the Gentile churches seeking to impose the abservance of the 
law upon the Gentile converts, and great disputation took 
place concerning the saple. The apostle -took the stand that 
the Gentile Christians did not require to carry out the o'bserv­
ance of the law in circumcision, etc.; that they were saved 
by faith and that circumcision d'id not raise-one to a hi-gher 
plane. 'It was a contest between salvation by works 'and 
salvation by faith. To secure a pronouncement of the Jerus·a­
lam chuTch :he journeyed thither, and as a concrete test of 
the principle. he took the uncir'cumcised Titus along wit'h 
him (v. 1). 3. He was divinely directed in the visit, and 
the first thing he did: was to make known his gospel to the 
leaders that they might understand his ministry, and state 
their mind concerning the matter. Pressure evidently was 
brought to bear upon Titus to 'be circumcised, but the apostles 
did not insist upon it. In this they upheld Paul, and the false 
brethren were thereby defeated in their efforts. The apostle 
did not g.ive' place to them, no, not .for an hour (v. 5). He 
adopted' an '1lncompromtising attitude toward them, and well 
he did so, or there may have been a division between the 
Jewish "and Gentile Ibranches of -the churCh. He called the 
judaizers false brethren, who had entered unawares among 
them to spy' out their liberty ~n 'Ohrist (v. 4). -Such a state­
ment convey~ a warning to us .. 4. The false brethren have 
their defenders, and they are still at the business of entering 
unawares into the asseinlb'lies of the Lord'·s people. There 
-should 'be no subjection to .them, no, not for an hour, that the 
tru·th of the gospel mig'ht continue. 6. The apostle ,goes 
on to state that he received! no instruction from the other 

apostles (v. 6), but rather they acknowledlge his apostolic 
mi'ssion, and -give the right hands of fel~owship to him and 
to Barnabas, that he shoulJ:d go to the Gentiles and they to 
the Jews, e~horting ·him to remember the poor, which thing he 
was f01"W8rd to diO. He ,gives this account, not to- disparage 
the ether apostles, ibut to show :his independent status ·as· an 
apostle, keep·ing in mind' the insinuation of his enemie's con­
cerning his dependence upon the e,lder apostles. 

II. PAUL AND 'PETER AT AN.;rIOCH (vs. 11-18.) 
1. We come now to ari incident w'h-ieh further emphasized 

Paul's independent commission. He withstands Peter to the 
face, not that there was any antagonism or jealousy between 
them, as some seem to think, !but rather tha.t Peter in a 
moment of weakness ma,kes a mdstake which might have had 

. far-reaching consequences; and Paul, with· great spiritual 
insight, seeks· in !brotherly faSlhion to put him ·right. The 
correction thus -given undoubtedly would be receive'd by Peter 
in the spirit in which it was given, and woulp. prove !benetficial 
to him. 2. It was the old trouble of the judaizing teachers 
that Paul had to deal with. Peter, visiting Antioch, evidently 
had been eating with the Gentile IChris,tians', but when certain 
Jewish emissaries came from Jerusa'lem, he ceased to do this, 
and separated himself from them, fearillig those indlivi-d'llals. 
So great was the influence of this action that o,t'her Jewish 
believers dlid likewise; and' Barnabas was also carried away 
by their lack of straightforwardness (vs. 12, 13). TIlis' was 
a continual satisfaction to the' judaizing party.Circumeision 
was being emphaSlized, and the Genti-les were made to feel 
that they were on a lower plane- than the Jewish believers. 
It meant S'1lcces's for them, 'but s·pelled trouble and defeat for 
the ch'llrC'h; and! Paul, l'ightly sensing -that, contended earn­
estly against it. To reach a -hilg'her plane in the 'Christian 
life does not d'epend upon outward ceremonie·s, but upon the 
re'lation of the 'heart toward God. A person may. be strict in 
outwardi oIbservances, and yet be very far from God. Keep. 
the inner life right with God, and the outward life will be as 
He desires it. 3. In correcting Peter and the others, Paul 
'argues for justification through faith, and not by obedience 
to the -law. Peter had !J.ived ·as a Genltile, and now he was 
seeking to make the Gentiles follow Jewish customs (v. 14). 
W'hy constrain the Gentilee to diO that 'Which is not necess-ary, 
for it is only through faith in JChT-is't that we may be freed 
from gunt (v. 16). This is a fO'llndation truth: it is not !by 
doing we are saved', but by recedving. It iSl not by good words, 
'but by faith in Jesus Christ, we are justified. God' freely 
pardons when we come to Him as guilty sinners', 'but He 
'Cannot. pardon the pers'on who is seeking to justify MmseU 
'by his own ,good: works, "for !by the 'Works' of the law shall 
no flesh be justified" (v. 16). 4. He next deals with' the 
question in the Jewdsh mind! concern,ing the renunciation of 
legal observances (vs. 17, 18), emphasizing the truth that 
not by the'se are we justified, but !by faith alone·. They were 
not Sinners in forsaking the law, and Christ was not the 
minister of 'sin to them, b'llt rather if they again returned 
-to legalism t'hey were disgraced. They were called into the 
freedom ·of the gospel. Jews and Gentiles were on the same 
,pl-a~e before God: and t~ey wer.e both saved! through faith in 
,C'hrIst. And so It remams until this present day. 

HI. PAUL'S ATTITUDE TO THE LAW (vs. 19-21.) 
, 1. In the fdlqowing C'hapteT the apostle sets forth more. 
futJ'Y the relationship between l~ and grace, but here he 
introduced it with a personal reference. He is dead to it, that 
he might live unto God (v. 19). He has entered into a new 
rel'ationship., and is no longer seek!iIllg' righteous.ness by law. 
He has accepted the righteousness of 'Christ boy -faith. The 
relations'hip entered into is a vitaJ. one, it is really uniqn. 
The palst Hfe is gone, he haSi died with Christ, and the life 
Which he nOlW lives in the 'body is Uved: by faith in the Son 
of God. He is now possessed by God; the old life is in the 
·place of death, 'and ,Christ is in charge. Let us make sure 
that our Saviour has compllete .IIberty in- us andthroug'h us 
to do' accordtilllg' to His -good p1easure. 2. In teaehi1)g" thus' 
the. apostle was- not nullifying the grace of ,God: He was 
magnifying it. But if the tea'c'hdng of the judaize·rs was cor­
rect, that acquittal of .guilt could be obtained thTough -the 
aaw, then Chr.ist had d~ed in vain (v. 21). Men cannot be 
saved -through kee·p!in'g the law; therefore the dea.th of Ohrist 
was necessary. . 
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