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If we ,had ,!been asked one 'year ago to name a fully- $40,000,00, and in June' the Univ~rsity was transferred 
equipped university O!l the American 'continent that 'was ' ,to the Baptist, ,Bible Un.ion. Since that time the, 
openly, definitely, committed' ,tty p.e,rmit nothing to, be Faculty have been appointed, everyone of whom has 
taught in its class rooms contrary'to the dGctrine that pledged his or her acceptance of the Baptist Bible 
the Bible is the inspired and infallible, Word of God, Union Confession' of Flaith, undertaking to teach 
we should have h,ad difficulty in naming ,such a univer- nothi!lgcontrary t~ereto, " .' 
sity, There, may perhaps be on~ in the Southland, and Our Present Financial Plosition. ' 
of cours~ ,there, are not· a few colleges who stand un-
compromisingly and unasp:amed for fue faith once for . Of the original· $105,000,00 we .still owe $20,988.92 . 

. all delivered to- the saints. '. But we' should, have been ~ur gene~al re~eipts, !ncluding 'donations., and collegiate 
compelled "to acknowledge our inability' to recommend mcome, smce the takmg over of ·the, University, have, 
any university on that ground. ,.' , amounted, to $105,997.88.' .We haye had to borrow $16,-

But at this date therie,' is sqch a university~ Th~t, in 000·09,. so tha~ the}otal amount 'of our disbursel11ents to 
itself, as we have before remarked; is ,a miracle. Lest. date IS $123,097.815. It wiN be. seen that we have re­
some should not: have ~e~rd the st~ry; let us briefly du:ced the. original $105,<XX?00 accrued liabilities ~o $2?,­
relate ·the story once. 'a~m. ' , ~ , .. ,988'92 • The present total mdebt~dness of the Umv~rslty 

At the last ,annual meeting of~ the Bapti'st Bible Union over a,!d above the mortga~~, IS $58,228.47. 
of America, held' in -Chicago ~lie 'end of May, 192 7, the. , ·It ~lll thu.s be s~en that .If .. '~~ h,ad not had to meet 
Executive Committee of the Bible Union was approached tha~ heavy ~1l1 of ~ccru~,d habllltles, over ~70,ooo.00 of 
by :ce,rtain representatives of Des . Moines, proposing a whIch has loe.en _ paId off,. we should ,~ave had, over an.d 
transfer of that Institution to Bible Union' ,ownership above ~peratmg' charges, a bal~nce m the bank. T'hlS 
and control. W.e. were-told there were about twenty acres ,makes It perf~tly, ~lear t~a~ If;. we can secure about 
of ~and with riine buildings· valued at '$682,637.00, againsf ' ,$50,<><;>0.00 as. a. special contnbutt<?l1, top~y ?~. the ~al­
whle.h t~ere were mortgage bonds of $::P5,oqo.00, leaving ance of t~e ongl~al $105,000.00,. WIth the h!lblltttes whIch 
a net land and building value of $457,637.00; and an' have accrued smce we h~v~ been met;tmg the more 
end~wment in ,the fomi of invested funds ,Q~ $1 84,772.OQ ; . urg~nt- demands of V~at ongmal qebt! we have: reason­
makmg total net assets of $642,359.00. able assurance of he,mg a!ble to meet our current ex-

In addition -to this, however, there were accrued lia- penses as they become due. ' 
bilities w:hich, were unsecured of .$105,000.00. It wa~ Before, we p~opose. ways and mean~ by which this 
propose,d that the Bible Union' should assume full re- may _be accompltshed, It may be wen for us to consider 
sponsibil.it,Y,. t~king oyer .. all .the University's .Habilities, The Urgent Necessity for a Fundamentalist 
on. condltlon It would ra~se fl. certain sum within' about, University. 
t1mty days, as a guarantee o~ good faith. An amount of ,What are the facts of the ca' se? It' b . 

, I d d h' h . fi d h T . IS ecommg a , mo'!ey ~as p e ge w: IC, satt,s e . t e rustees 0.£ the., coi,lparatively rare:thing to find a minister who believes 
Umvemty; It was not the full $5°,000.00, 9ut ~bout. the Bible to be the, infallibl~ Wor.d of God. We do not 
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2 (602) THE GOSPEL WITNESS January 12th, 1928 

know of any dty, a,t least in the. northern pa·rt of the 
American continent, in which, if a poll were taken of 
the ministers, it would not b~ found that Modernists were 
overwhelmingly in the. majority. And yet in all 'our 
Baptist churches, at least, and we -think the same:; is true 
of many churches of other denominations, the rank and 
file of the people are old-fashioned in their faith. They 
may not be sufficiently discerning to recogniz.e, the deadly 
character of the error preached from the pulpit, they 
may often feel 'spiritually hungry, and wonder why they 
find no spiritual satisfaction in the ministry; but they 
are not instructed in the. subtleties of Modernistic phil­
osophy. But though little by litl1:le imbibing the poison, 
.they stiN respond to the Word of God whenever they 
hear it preached. 

What then is the, explanation of the modernizing of our 
Baptist pUlpits? It is simply ,this: Modernism is a 
college movement. It is a speculative philosophy. It has 
its origin ~n ·the minds of professors, and it i"s cultivated 
and disseminated through successive generations of 
students. 

If we are to have a trained ministry we must have 
orthodox colleges and universities, and sur,e.ly no one 
will deny the necessity for a ministry thoroughly trained 
in the knowledge of God's Word. 'When Elisha, the 
propnet, tarried at Jerico "the men of the city said unto 
Elisha, ~l;1old, I pray thee, the situation of this city is 
pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is naught, and 
the ground barren. And he said, Bring me a new cruse, 
and put salt therei.n. And they brought it to him. . And 
he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast 
the salt in the.re, and said, Thus saith the Lord, I have 
healed these wa-ters; ther·e shall not be from thence any 
more death or barren land." Herein is a sound principle: 
.the waters must Ibe he.aled at the fountain head; we 
must tak,e the salt of God's Word,. and cast it into the 
spring from whence the streams of Modernism flow, 
and when we do that there shall be no more "death or 
barren land". . 

Training Teachers as yv ell as Preachers. 
Everywher,e schools are full of ,the teaching of 

Evolution; even tax-supported schools are busy indirect­
ly destroying the faith of the young people who attend. 
Anti-evolution la,ys may be justifie:;d perhaps on the 
ground that Evolution is a religion rather than a sci,ence, 
and that it ·is no part of the function of the State to 
teach religion. But may there not be a better way than 
the .way of the An.ti-evolution law, or at least le.t us 
rather say, May we not supplement and reinforce. the 
anti-evolution law by producing anti-evolution teachers? 
One of the colleges of Des Moine:;s University is the 
College ?f Education. It is constantly sending out a 
stream of teachers who teach the boys and girls in the 
Stcvt:e schools. There they will not, of course, be e,m­
ployed to teach religion, but if Des Moines University 
can turn out Ohristian men and women grounded in the 
'word of God who repudiate the whole .eyolutionary 
hypothesis, not because they are ignorant of it, but be-

. cause they have· learned the fallacy of it, what a bene­
diction that would be to the thousands of young p.epple 
who would come under their influence. We believe a 
Christian, if he is a blacksmi,th, should be a better black­
smith than one who is not a Christian. And we be­
lieve a 'i.e,acher will be a beMer teacher for knowing 

, Christ. 

The other colleges in Des Moines, Arts, Engineering, 
and Pharmacy, are all engaged in training men and 
women for the practical affairs of life. Who can estim­

.cvt:e what it will mean to the, future to have young men 
and women preparing for the various professions, 
grounded in the conviction that the Bible is the Word 
of God. But over and above all this, we have in Des 
Moines University, a special Bible D,epartment, which 
it is intended to develop at the earliest possible date into 
a College of Biblical Christianity, or. a Theological 
Seminary-we ar,e, not particular about the name-but 
we must have a competent staff of teachers ere long 
Who will teach the Christianity of ,the Bible without 
apology. We have made a fine . beginning in the ap­
Pointment of Dr. J. E. Hampton, formerly of Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, who is an able Bible teacher and a 
strong and popular 'preacher of the gospel. Thus as 
Des Moine,s University receives the support of Bible­
believing Baptists all over America as we are sure it 
uLtimately will, we shall have a fully equipped Uni­
versity and Theological College which will be able to 
train men and women for missionary service at home 
and abroad. 

But Is It Any Use? 

It may be that some people have become cynical in 
their attitude toward educational institutions and despair 
of establishing one that will not go astray. To that 
we answer, Nothing . human is perfect. Go to any city 
on the continent and you will firid somewhere a com­
pany of men busy destroying a building to make room 
for another, and it is true that both colleg.e,s and churches 
decay, and are sometimes turned to the Devil's purposes; 
but has anyone ever suggested that because a one,-time 
orthodox church has turned to Unitarianism we should 
cease ,to establish gospel churches? lot is the law of 
life that God's Zion has to be rebuilt again and again. 
But perhaps someone will say, My difficulty is if I giv.c:; 
!o ~es. Moines, while it maX serve as an evangelical 
mstltutlOn for some years, ultimately the very University 
I have tried to he'lp may turn again to do the works of 
darkness. - . 

About Endowments. 

This leads us to ,the consideration of the principle of 
endoWl111ents. We confess that under many burdens we 
have sometimes wished for the rev,~nue which would 
come from a reasonable endowment; but we are by· no 
means sure that the endowment p.rincip1.c:; is a safe one. 
We read in ,the Bible of a certain man who had two 
sons, and the younger of them said to his father "Give 
me the portion ~of goods that falleth to me,. And he 
divided unto them his living." That is to say, instead 
of giving his younger son his daily bread as he had been 
accustomed to cIo, he endowed him, he:; gave him a.lump 
sum, he made him temporarily independent. And what 
happened? "Not many days after the younger son 
gathered all together, and took his journey into a far 
country." And our obs.e,rvation is that the endowed 
college or University, like the endowed· son,sooner or 
later takes its journey into a far country. But the 
friends of Des Moines University need have no fear on 
this scor,e,; weare a very considera!b'le distance removed 
~rom danger -in that direction. Des Moines University 
IS absolutely dependent upon the favour of Bible­
believing Baptists. Such endowment as it possesses is 



.. 
January 12th, 1928 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (603) 3 

'already more than counterbalanc~d by the two hundred 
and twenty-five thousand dollar mortgage, Our chief 
ambition for Des Moines is that ~e should first get rid of' 
our accrued liability debts, and then build up a steady 
income sufficient to take care of' our current expenses 
and utterly remove the mortgage, of two hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars, and when' that is done, to 
let Des Moines University depend upon the goodwill of 
the churches it exists'to serve for its maintenance. The 
best endowment any Baptist University can' have is the 
unwavering confidence of a grea.t host of BibIe:-believing 
Baptists, and such an endowment can he, obt,ained only 
as the University renders a service which will deserve 
the people's confidence. 

In this conneotion we desire to make an announce­
ment. It was recently decided that it ~ould be to the 
advantage of the spiritual life of the University if we 
were to hold our own religious se,rvices, 'vVe thought 
for a time tha.t it might be sufficient to conduct an after­
noon service, but it W3!S at length decided that the only 
satisfactory way of providing the students of Des Moines 
with a proper religious atmosphere, was to build up a 
church organization within' the University that would 
be identified with the Insti'tution in its aims and ideals, 
In explination of ,the action taken therefore we have 
sent out the following state,ment: 

,Statement' Respecting Des Moines University 
,and the University Church. 

"As some publicity has been given to the request of 
the Trustees of Des Moines University that the Uni­
versity Church vacate the premises by Februar¥ 1st, 
it is perhaps desirable that a statement covering the 
case be issu!!d. ' , 

We regret exceedingly to hear of Mr., Derbyshire's 
illness, and of course had no knowledge of it when the 
letter was sent. Mr. Derbyshire has our sincere sym­
pathy, and we hope his recovery will, be complete and 
rapid. 

The Trustees of Des Moines University have set before 
them a high ideal for both the religious and educational 
life of the University. It appears to us that a recog­
nition of the absolute Lordship of Christ in educational, 
as well as in religious matters, is required by the teach­
ing of the New Testament. It ought to be expected of 
a university supported by the contributions of Baptist 
people, and directed by a Board of Baptist Trustees, 
and manned ,by a Faculty of avowed evangelicals, the 
great majority of whom are members of Baptist churches, 
that large numbers of the unconverted students will be 
soundly converted, and that many of these, with those 
students who corne to the institution as Christians, will 
hear God's call into the ministry of the Word, for ser­
vice at home or abroad. We ought also to expect that 
those students who go into what are called secular 
occupations (no calling can be secular to a true Chris­
tian) will go with a high sense of their responsibility 
and privilege to witness, through consecrated lives, to 
the supernatural power available for bankrupt human­
ity in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We believe that in every cla~s-room there should be 
set up, not only. the highest academic standards, but 
that a warm spiritual atmosphere, conducive to the sym­
metrical development of the whole man, should pervade 
all the classes. In harmony with tpat ideal, we feel 
~hat the UniveJ;sity should provide a spiritual home for 
Its students; and our only reason for requesting the 
University Church to vacate our premises was that we 
felt we could most satisfactorily supply the biblical in­
,~truction and spi~itual inspiration necessary by provid­
mg our own servIces. 

T!te~e oug!tt t<!, be in connection .with .every truly 
qhr~stian UnIVerSIty a church throbbIng WIth spiritual 
hfe, and ceaselessly engaged in seeking the salvation 

of souls. It ought to be a church to which pr,ayer is 
the very breath of life, and to which the Word of God 
'is recognized as its necessary food. 

Students whose lives have been touched by such a 
church will go out into life with a passion for Christ, 
for the Word of God, and for th~' souls of men. 

, It is the earnest hope of the Board of Trustees that 
we may be able to develop such a church within the 
University itself; and it was for, that reason the letter 
was written to the University Church. 

Des Moines University desires to be the servant of all 
Baptist churches when they are Baptist in fact as well 
as in name. It will endeavour to produce ministers 
and missionaries, in due course, who will stand uncom­
promisingly for the great principles for which Baptists 
historically have stood. If there are people or organi­
zations called Baptists who feel no kinship for Des ' 
Moines University, it will be because they, and not we, 
have forsaken the Baptist position. 

For the present, Dr. J. E. Hampton will add to his 
other pressing duties the task of conducting the servjces 

'on Sunday. W,e, shall endeavour to build up a great 
Bible School which will exer,cise ,a twofold ministry: 
first, to the scholars, who wiII be instructed in the Word 
of God; and, secondly, to the students, who will be 
afforded opportunity for practical Christian service. 
, We have long been of the opinion that any Christian 

coll.ege or university should be vi,tally related to a church 
throbbing with spiritual life. 1'he church will thus be 
able to furnish a spiritual atmosphere for the entire 
collegiate ministry. The college buildings ar,e, sufficiently 
large to accommodate a Bible School of thousands. High­
land Park, .the stiburb of De,S Moines in which the Uni­
versity is situated, has a population, we understand, of 
from ten to, thirteen thousand. The University ought 
to minister to this whole commun~ty; and in the exercise 
of such a ministry hundreds of young people in training 
would doubtless hear God's call' for missionary service 
at hom-e and abroad. 

, . A, Great Missiona,ry Enterprise. 
Thus Des Moines University is a great missionary 

enterprise. During: the nearly five years of the Bible 
Union's exis't.e,nce we have had li,terally hundreds of 
letters from pastors and churches, enquiring what they 
should do with their missionary money. They no longer 
had any confidence in their Mission Boards, and desired 
to find some outlet for their gifts. We do not suggest 
a substitution of e,ducation for evangelization,-that is 
to reverse the divine order of things. But we do be­
lieve in the present emergency many churches might do 
well to concentrate -th~ir gifts upon, Des Moines. The 
success of Des Moiries University will be a testimony 
to the power of the Word of God which wiII be heard 
around the worl,d. If loyalty to the Bible enables us to 
succee,d where disloyalty led to bankruptcy, other edu­
cational institutions will take heart, and their authorities 
will follow our example. 

\iVhen, in ,the course of a few years, it becomes known 
that D~s Moines students are graduated from the Uni­
versity, not only with the highest academic honours but 
with a flaming passion for the souls of men, the 'wis" 
dom of our course will be justified by our children. 

\iVe hope to see Des Moines University become a 
gr:~at evangelistic and Bible-teaching centre, as well as a 
great. university. We should like to see its campus, the 
campmg ground for thousands of Fundamentalists who 
wiII come to its conferences; as people .used to go to 
Nor.t~field bef?re .irs .sad defection, to find spiritual in­
struction and msplratlon. Therefore we appeal to our 
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friends everywhere to take Des Moines University to 
their hearts as one of the greatest missionary enter­
prises of the day; for if we do not soon pro~~c,e. Chris­
tian colleges and universities, where shall evangelical 
missionary societies look for their supply of mission­
aries to prea,ch the gOSlpel in the regions heyoo.d? 

, ~ur Immediate P,rivilege. 
Our immediate need is for more money and more 

students. We nee,d contributioris of $50,000.00 between 
now and 'the first of. Apri1. ,We remind our Funda­
mentaHst friends 'everywhere ,that they have not been 
slow 'to criticize Modernistic institutions. Now that we 
have a univ,e.rsity fully committed 'to Fundamentalist 
principles we ought. at least to show that we are able 
to build as well as to destroy. " 

We venture to offer an exhortation to our ministerial 
brethren. Most of us find it comparatively easy to de­
liv.e,r public addresses,-arid some ministers may feel 
their 'du.ty is accomplished when' they have made a speech. 
But the effect of even the ablest speech is soon dissipated; 
unless the nails driv,e,n are clinched with personal effort, 
there will be very little result. ' , 

The Editor of this paper never once asked a man or 
woman personally for a dollar until he became connected 
with D.e.s Moines University. We have, of course, like 
other ministers, made public appeals, but have never 
gone to ani man or woman pers.onally to ask for money. 
But in the interest of Des' Moines we have been com-

, pelle,d to do so. ' Without one cent of remuneration we 
have travelled since June more than twenty-five thousand 
miles. Only last week,' in an effort to secure much­
needed money, betw~en Monday night and Saturday 
morning we visited Chicago; Baltimore; Washington; 
Richmond, Va.; and New York. We found some friends 
of 'the work, and altogether the long journey, with every 
night on the train, turne,d out to be worth while. But 
in that ,,:eek we had no public engagements at all. 

Bible Union Pastors. 
We appea.1 now to our Bible' Union pastprs who are 

zealous for the truth to come'to our aid. We mean you, 
brother-not some one els.e" but you! If you have peo­

,pie of substance in your church, win you not take this 
copy of The Gospel Witness and argue the case with 
them? See if the ril~n will not subscribe $soq.oo, o~ 
$5,000.00, 'or $50,000.00, to this great cause. If your 

, me,mbership is made up of people .of lesser means, why 
not set out some' day and say, "I am going to see how 
many people in' my church will give $100.00, 'how many 
will give $50.00, how many will give $25.00, how many' 
will give $10.00, and how many will give $5.oo~" Make 
out a list of them then go out after them, and lay this 
responsibility upon them., Do not be discoura,ged i.f 
some. refuse you. Go to one after, another, and we ven­
ture to believe there is not one solitary pastor who could 
not get Something, for Des Moines. , 

Once more: there may be others who are not pastors, 
men and women who know a f.e,w friends. We beg of 
you to go to see them. Lay the claims of Des Moines 
before them, and urge them, and do not. be satisfied 
until they have, promised you something for the 
Univ,c,rsity. 

• $50,000 by April 1. 
The Gospel Witness subscribers in the Unite'd States 

alone cpuld easily, i.£ they would-yes, we believe the 

Bible Union s~bscribers among them only" could, if they 
would, rais.e, the full $50,000.00, needed .for Des. Moines 
within'one month. Let that be our speCIal task Just now 
-:--one thing at a time,-$50,OOO.00 'between now and the 
first of April for Des Moines University. ' 

"And be sure ~hen you secure the·pledg.e, or the money, 
to send the n~me and address' of every individual con­
tributor to the -Secretary-Treasurer at Des Moines, so 
that w,e. may have a complete list of all the friends of 
the"University on file. This will enabl~ us to keep them 

, individually informed .... on all Univ.ersity affa~rs.' . 
Again: we suggest to pastors the 1mportance of pUtt111g 

Des MO,ines University on their church budgets. Es­
pecially in vie,w of the difficulties in missionary under­
takings, churches might well afford! for. t~e present, t? 
give a very large percentage of the1r m1sS1Onary contn­
butions to Des Moines University. 

But once more: we urge the. individual readers of The 
',Gospel Witness to make up their minds that they will" 

make a monthly contribution ,to Des Moines, and send 
their pledge of such contributions to Miss Edith M. 
Rebman, Secretary-Treasurer, Des Moines University, 
Des Moines, Iowa. " . 

Remember Des Moines University in, Your Will. 
We call attention to the practice much In vogue nowa­

days among friends of educational institutions every­
where, .whereby they designate the school as one of the 
beneficiaries in their wills. ' 

One method much in ~se is to give the, institution an 
estate note-sometimes referr,e.d to as a mortuary note­
wherein the donor or maker agrees to pay the institution 
a certain sum at his death. ' This plan, of course, gives 
the donor the us.e. ofVhe money as long as he lives, and 
then leaves it to the institution much the same as would 
obtain where the institu'tion is made one of the legatees_ 
in his \ViII. , , . • 

Another plan used exte,nsively of late years is to make 
an institution the beneficiary of all or pa,rt of a life in­
surance policy., We appeal to our friends everywhere 
to consider seriously one of, these ~thods of assisting . 
us. If desired,' the' donor ~ay in any case specify just 
what he wishes his gift used for,-that is, whether for 
a certain department; the li'brary, 'supplies, general run­
ning expenses, or leaving it to the management to use 
where most needed. 

Quite differ,e,nt from either of tho'se above is a practice 
of turning over to the institution a certain sum of money, 
the instit~tion, in turn, issuing to the donor an Annuity 
Bond. This bond guarantees to pay the donor interest 
6n the donation as long as he lives, the rate being de.­
ferinined by the age .of the giver. By this method the 
institution gets immediate possession of the money, which 
is then inv:ested and the income derived therefrom goes 
to pay the annuitant his inlerest semi-annually. 

The. ,University will gladly explain in detail any ~n­
quiry' relative to these various methods of institutional 
aid. 

Campa~gn, For Students. 
Many of our readers may enquire, How do you hope 

to continue to carry this heavy burden through the years? 
To that w~ have several answers. One is that many hands 
make light wor~, and we are certain that we shall be 
alble to multiply friends for the University, and in that 
way we shall increase the number of our help-ers. But 
upon on~ thing we, have especially set our hearts, and 
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that is, an increase in the studept body. The present 
Faculty could take care of one thousand students. It 
.might perh3lps be necessary' to add. one or two pro-' 
fessors, but with very little additional overhe,ad th~ Uni­
versity could take care of "One thou!and students. And if 
we had one thousand students we should be practically 
self-supporting. ." . . . 
. Consider what this would' mean: first, it would mean 
we should be ministering to a v.e.ry much larger number 
of· persons, and turning out 'a mucn'larger number of 
trained workers.· ~nd, of course, these would make 
friends for the Univ.ersity .eyerywhere, and our' burdens 
w,ould be correspondingly lightened. . 

But how is this to be done? Not all young men arid 
women take university' courses', The most fruitful field 
for campaigning is the high school. ;.et ev~ry pas~or 
g.e.t a list of high' school· graduates·' thIs commg sprmg. 
.from the high school. in his neighborhood, and then let 
him make it his business to ,see, those graduates person­
ally, and recommend to them the special and pe~uliar 
advantages of Des Mqines U~iv.e.rsity. But we should 
go further than that·; see the parents of these students, 
and where the parents are Christi.ans the pastor will find 
great r.einforcement in his endeavour to turn that young 
man's ~r young woman's thought toward Des Moines. 

· And when the pastor has done 'that; let him send the 
names of those' whom he has canvassed t6 the Secretary­
Treasucer .of tht< University, and they will be dir'ectly­
communicated with, all information supplied, and urged 
to come to Des Moines. 

Be' it· remembered that, last yea.r we knew nothing 
about taking over the Univ.ersity until the ses!';ion had 
closed, ~nd we were unable to announce .a, completed 
Faculty until the end of August. By th~t time most ~~ 
the young people had made up theIr mmds" what U111-

versity they would attend. Now. is the time to be busy ... 
From now on until next June we should have a regular' 
Bible Union campaign for students-nQt only. in Iowa 

· and the states contiguous thereto, but all over the Con­
tinent. It is worth a young man's while. to cross the 
Continent to avoid the. poison that is disseminateq in. most 
of our educational institutions.' We appeal to aU our 
readers to' endeavour to interest high school gr.aduates 
in Des Moines University. . , 

A Call to Prayer. 
. It would be presumptuous as w.e,ll 3:s- foolish to so~nd 
another "call to prayer," if it yvere not that the resources 
to' which we have access' by prayer are' unlimited. Hear 
the exultant apostle as he shouts' down to us from his 
k,tter to the Philippians: (fBe care-ful for nothing; but in 
every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be. made known unto God".' Go'd's' 
storehouses are infinite, and there 0 is an inexhaustible 
supply fo~ every' need ~o that no 'part 0.£ ··His s.e,rvice'· 
in the spread of the gospel need be hindered. We can­
not impove.rish .... God by continual asking; nor does one 
part of the work suffer because He blesses another. 
.His work is a unit, and the ,prosperity. of one member .' 
· means the prosperity· of . all. Our receiving is limited' 
only by our little, faith and small asking.' Danie!. feasted 
and.prayed three full weeks before the messenger could 
get through .to him. Our Lord himself "went out into 
a mountain 'to pray and continued all night in prayer to 
God." . Do we believe that "He is. a reward~r of them 

that diligently s~ek Him?" If so, let us pr.ay! God 
loves an expectant people. ,_ 

In the last generation there has .been an increase of 
.35,.per cent in the population, while the attendance in 
the colleges and universitie.s has increased 450 per cent. 
What will it mean to this, and other generations, for 
· these thousands of young people to be gathered in in­
stitutions where there is no faith in tht< Word of' Goa 
or in the' sup'ernatural in religion? '. . 

.The raising up of Des Moines University as an edu­
cational institution that stands openly for the "old faith", 
,was ap' act of God. in answer to the prayers of His 
people. . If this 'institution succ.e.eds in realizing the vision_ 
the Spirit gave, it will be like a city of refuge to thou­
sands of young people who. otherwise ~ight be lost in 
skepticism and doubt.' . 

Pray F.or Des Moines University; 
PJay that' God 'wiH 'give' more tha~ human wisdo~ to 

the offic;ers as they unde,rtake to' pilot the school through 
'these most frying and perplexing days of reorganization. 
Mistak~s would hinder, if not prove fatal. Pray that 
their vision may be kept clear ar;td that God's' will may 
be known. 'We have the· prOlpis,e,; and God will do itl 
P · , J ray. as. 1 :5. 

Pray that the Spit:it of the Lord may'come upon the 
Fa'culty, a1?-d that a deep burden of sou.l for the spiritual 
interests o( the institution, and the salvation of students, 
may prevail. We hav,e, the promise;" God will do . it I 

, Pray ! John 14 :13":16. 
Pray that .the Spirit of. the Lord 'may come upon 'the 

student body;. on, the saved in reviving fire; on the un­
saved in convincing power. Nothing in all the world 
.would do. more to solve perplexing proble,!l1s than a real 

. revival. : Nothing. would do more to ·rebuke. "modernism" 
and glorify Christ than a return of an old-time super­
natural' revival of religion in the colleges. We have the. 
promise; G04 will do it! . Pray! Acts 2 :17. 
· Pray that God will hIe.ss Dr. Hampton, the, Dean of 
the Bible Department, a~d give him physical and spirit­
ual strength as pe directs 'the religious Me 6f {he Uni­
versity. Pray that Cod wm increase the Bible Depart­
ment until the study of God~s 'Word will attract hundr.eds 
of. young people for His serviCe as swift messeng~rs 
wliile Jesus tarries. . 
· Pray th1at God wiH ~lve. the institution fav~ur 
with men that: friends may ;be rais·ed. up for the' 
school and -that hundreds of you.ng people. may hear of 
the opportunities for Christian training and enroll as 
students. . '. . 

Pray that God will move on the hearts of men and 
"Women who have the means, to send in the money which 
is so much .needed. The. condition the institution was 
in when taken over compelled the Baptist Bible Union 
to assume a considerable debt; the change in administra- . 
tion and policy .greatly reduced the .e.nrolment and in­
come, while the overhead expense could not be reduced 
prop·ortionately. Help. now is especially needed. The 
gold and silv.e.r are the Lord's, ·and. the. cattle on a 
thousand hills, but men will rob God'. Pray that the 

. faithful ones may hear of the work ar;td its need. . 
We have the promises; ·God has answ.t<red, and every 

sign in the spiritual sky indicates that God is waiting 
and His ear is attent ~o the supplications of His people. 

Wil( you join us. in prayer?· 
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The T orontoBaptist Seminary 
How often great things ar,e launched through sheer 

force of ~ircumstances! The Editor of this paper does 
not profess to be an educator; his one passion in life 
is the preaching of the gospel. But he has been 
Litera,By driven into various undertakings by Iforce of 
circumstances. The Toronto Baptist Seminary is a 
case in point. McMaster' University ·compelled us to 

, provide a tr'aining school for ministers. VI e 'acquired 
a building adjacent to the church as a Young People's 
Bu,ilding for our great and growing Bible School. But 
when the necessity for the Seminary arose, we found 
the build.ing rea.dy for our purpose. The Seminary 
building as i't stands cost us, .in round figures, about 
$35,000.00. 

The Dean of the Seminary is Rev. T. I. Stockley, 
the immediate successor of Dr. James Spurgeon, in 
West Croydon Tabernacle, where Mr. Stockley con­
tinued as min~'ster for twenty. years. 'vVe have trav­
eUed a large part of the North American continent, 
we have 'met hundreds of 'm'inisters and educators; 

. but we cannot think of one Who so completely fulfils 
at least our ideal of wha.t the head o,f a Theological 
Seminary should be. Mr. Stockley is a gracious, cul­
tured, gentleman who radiates the very Spirit of. 
Chnist, and yet who.S'e pas'sion for Christ and His 
Word and the souls 'of men mak,es h~m 'an absolutely . 
uncompromising champ.ion of the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints. Behind him there is a long, 
rich, and successful, mirustry as pastor of a great 
metropolitan church at the very heart ·of the Empire. 
He has travelled. much, 'and! has had a wide opportun­
ity for experience and 'Observation of missionary work. 
Every passing day brings us some new reason to 
thank God If'or having given us pean Stockley. 

Rev. Alex Thomson, B.D., Pastor-of Mount Pleas­
ant Church, Toronto, is a fine preacher; "but as a 
teacher he is to the manner born. He has the ability 
to communicate to hIS students his ,own thorough 
knowledge 'Of the subject in hand. He is Professor 'Of 
Biblical Introducti'O·n. 

Rev. H. A. Ackland, B.Th., is a graduate of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville. 
He is an 'oak which no modernistic wind ~n 'break. 
He ,is Pr'Ofessor of Hebrew and of Church History. 

Rev. W. G. Brown, B.A., is Professor ,of Greek. H~ 
seems to 'be as much at home with his subJect as is 
the prover,bial duck with water:; a fine preacher, a 
successful pastor, he too was born to be 'a professor. 

Rev. W. S. 'vVhitcom;be, B.A., as Pro'fessor Otf Eng­
lish. Both he and Mr. Brown are graduates of Mc­
. Master University. A-thorough religious instruction 
at home; and a personal experience ·of. dlivine grace, 
enabled hoth' these young men to st3>nd out like a rock 
agai~g.t McMaster',s Modernism. Mr. Whitcombe is 
an a'ble man of whom much will. be heard. 

The other ,instructors in the evening cLas'ses are 
Miss Elizabeth Fuller, Vice-Princi;pal of one of the 

largest. ,schools in the oity; and Miss Jessie Wat-s'on, 
who is a teacher of long experience. 

The present student enrolment in the day cla'sses 
is forty. T'hese include students from British Col­
umbia; Nova Scotia; Jamaica; Belf'ast, Ireland'; 
Scotland, and the Province of Ontario. We wish 'Our 
readers couId see this splendid company of young 
men. Some, of course, are in the beginning o,f things, 
but some of them have already di'splayed unmistak­
able 'evidence of their definite call to, the Christian 
ministry. The enrolment in the evening cla'sses is 
forty-seven. Most of these are from the city of To­
ronto, Thus in our first year we-hav'e a total enrol­
ment of eighty-se~en students. This we consider very 
gratifying. . 

No ,charge is made for tuition, but a reg,istration fee 
of $8.00 for the day students, and $5.00 ,for the evening 
students is charged. , 

Across-the st.reet from the Seminary we have a 
magnificent house· which :is used as a Seminary D'Or­
mitory. The house was formerly a ,large private 
hotel. There is ru:nning wa.ter in most of the .rooms, 
and the house provides a ·splencLid.'equipme~t ,for the 
purpo'se. Here many of the students live, and share 
the advantages of daily fellowship and daily concerted 
prayer. 

. , Seminary Finances. 

'vVe estimate that the cost of operating the Seminary' 
the year round will be about a thousand, dollars a 
month. This is rather a large obligation for Jarvis 
Street Church to assume, lin addition to the heavy 
expenses 'of carrying on the various departments of 
this great church. and the publication of The Gospel 
Witness. But the Regular Baptist churches of On­
tario and Quebec are com~ng to our aid in the support 
of the Semin~ry, and many' individuals as well. vVe 
would remind our CanacLi'an subscribers particularly 
of this great work, and ask them earnestly to pray for 
the blessing of God upon the Seminary, and for the 
supply ,of all ,its temporal needs. Every $5.00, $10.00, 
$100.00, or $1,OOO.OQ will be welcome. We have no 
endowment, no means of 'support but the voluntary 
con~ritbutions of God's people. 

Student Aid Fund. 

In addition to the expense ·of operat~ng the Semi­
nary, we greatly need a fund ,to assis't students o.f 
inadequate means. We therefore ask our ~riends to 
send U'S, as the Lord may' lead them, contl'tibutions for 
the aid of. needy ,students. 

Pray for Students and Faculty . 

No educational institultion 'can make ministers of 
men who ,are not sent of God': "How sh.all they preach 
except they be sent?" Weare admonished to 'pray 
to -the Lord of the harv~st, that He may send forth 
reapers inlto His h.arveslt. The Toronto Baptist Semi­
nary woq)d rather turn out two or fhree men called' 

) , 
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of God, tha·n a hundred professional ministers. There­
fore we ask our readers to pmy that God will send us 
the. right kind 'of studenlts, !the labourers whom He 
wouIdthrust inlto His harve'Sit .. And also ·to pray that 
the professors may' also ;be men Ifull of faith and of 
the Holy Ghost; and that they may be given special 
help in the performa!1ce of their difficult task. 

Students' Preaching Appointments. 
The Seminary wilt be glad to send out ,students to 

preach as ~ opportunity may offer. We have a number· 
·of young men unmistakably ~i£ted of God. Write: 
Dean Sltockley, Semi11lary Building, 331 Jarvis Stre,et, 
Toronto, Canada; or, Mr. vYiUred Charlton, at the 
same addres·s. 

·The Passing of Dean J. H. Farmer 
While in New York Ci~y last Friday, January 6th, 

we received a telegram from our office relating to sev­
eral matters of business, and inCluded in its informa­
tion was the news··of the sudden home-going of Dean 
J. H. Farmer. Vole are sure that all our Baptist 
people in Canada, with thousands beyond the bound­
aries of this Dominion, must have been shocked and 
filled with sorroW when they learned of Dr. Farmer's 
passing. 

Of la.te years we have had to disagree with Dr. 
Farmer sharply on matters of educational policy;· but 
we gladly join with others in recognizing that he was 
a man of unusual qualities of mind, and fhat for many 
years he had been very influentia·l in· the life of the 
DenOimination. It lis not surpri·sing that Dr. Farmer 
held so large a place in the affections of the ·people, 
for, though we were not able to agree with him in 
many things, particularly in the last few years, we· 
always readily acknowledged his attra·ctive qualities. 
vVe have always regretted that we were put under 
the necessity of standing in opposition to one with 
whose doctrinal position, at least until the last two 
years, we felt ourselves to be in such vlirtual agree­
ment. Only the strictest sense -of duty co'mpelled us 
to -oppose, not only Dr. Farmer:, but other men whom 
we have long held in the highest esteem. 

We sympathize prolfoundly, as we are sure· all who 
have stood with us in this conflict do, with the be­
reaved fa m:ily , 'and pray th;rt the God of all .comfort 
will minister the consolations of the gospel -to them. 

It must be recognized :by. ~1l that ·while Dr. 
Fal"mer's passing wiH ... leave a large vacancy in the Hfe' 
and activities of the 'Convention asa whole, his loss 
will be felt especially by McMaster Univt::rsi.ty. His 
colleagues on the Faculty, we .feel SUTe,- will agree 
with us in ascribing to Dr. Farmer the first place in 
that. in·s1jtution. vV·e believ·e he had. Ibeen lo.:ngest <in 
se.rvice,and cer.tainly. he exercised a greater influence, 
both in the ·ins·t,itution itsel'f and ,in the Convention at 
large, than any other member of the Faculty. His 
was the most dominant personality, and -of all the 
members of the Faculty, his was the mind to which 
the Universaty was chiefly ·sulbject . 
.. McMaster University i.n a little over three years 
suffered four sudden bereavements: Professor J. L. 
Gilmour was suddenly called away December Bth, 
1924. Six ·days later, December 14th, Dr. S. S. Bates, 
Education,al Secretary, was called with equal ·sudden­
ness. On December 11th, 1926, Professor J. G. 

Brown, ·also of the Theological Faculty, while going 
to a Sunday appointment, received the final sum­
mons as he stepped from the tr'a<in: to the' station 
platform; and now'less than thirteen months later, 
on January 6th, 192B, the grim Tea per has sud­
denly taken the Head 0.£ the Theological Faculty. It: 

. is not often that such a succession of sudden calls is 
witnessed as have come to the members of the Theo­
logi'cal 'Faculty of McMaster University: .. And about 
two years and ·seven months before tIre passii:lg of. 
Dr. Bates, namely, April 12th, 1922, Dr. YV. J. Mc­
Kay, Editor of The Canadian Baptist, one Monday 
morning ,,~hile dressing in his 'bedroom, fell uncon­
scious, and without regaining consciousnes8, passed 
beyohd .the river. 

These sudden calls should surely remind us of life's 
uncertainty. 'iVho knows but that -one of us may be 
called to-morrow? -Surely we ought all to take the 
les~on to heart, and to endeavor to fill each day with 
.the kind of work we should like to be doing \Vhe~ the 
call shall come to us. 

We sympathize with McMaster University -in her 
lo~s .. vVe do not agree w:ith M-cMaster. \Ve have 
contended agains.t her policies, and shall continue to 
do so; but it would 'be unchivalrous not fo enter, in 
some measure at least, into the feeling :'l1lc1 difficul­
ties of our opponents in their recent sore bereave­
ments, and particularly in this last great stoke, by 
which McMaster University has suffered the greatest 
possible loss. 

What of th.e Future? . 

'iV e have nev~r for one moment felt. any enmity 
in our hearts to the men whom we 'have opposed, as 
men: it is the principles they had espoused we have 
fought, and against those principles we shall continue 
to fight so long as God spares us. We have not our­
selves the shadow of a doubt that the Bible is the 
inspired and infCJ.llible Word of God, we hav:e no 
other message for a lost world -than ·the gospel of the -
expiatory efficacy of the blood of Christ; and we shall 
oppose with all the strength that God may give us 
every man and every institution t'hat would diseount 
the efficacy of .the one or the aut-hority of the-other. 

Who Will be Dean of Theology? . 

Because of the .great importance .of the ·issues. in~ 
volved, even thus early many will be asking, Who 
will fill the vacancy created by the 'Passing of Dr. 
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Farmer? It will, we venture to think, be exceedingly 
difficult .to find this equal as Professor of New Testa­
ment Greek. He was recognized on all hands as an 
authority in his spec,:ial sphere. But we are thinking 
now . particularly of the Deanship. - Who will he 
chosen as Head of the 'rheological Faculty? Will it 
be Professor 1,.. H. MarshaH? Not yet'! . The Senate 
will ,be too shrewd to C'hallenge the Denomination by 
such an appointment immediately. The membership 
of the churches of the Convention are pretty thor­
oughly convinced' df the Modernism of Professor 
Marshall. His emphatic repudiatiolOl of the doctrines 
of the infaJllibility of -the. B~ble has disturbed a mul-' 
titude of people who have· taken no opelJ. stand 
against McMaster. They have said, "I qo 'not agree 
with Professor MarshaH, I am by no means satisfied 
with his position; !hut I have such confidence in Dr .. 
Farmer that I cannot but·feel that while he is there, 
Professor Marshall will n'ot be permitted to do any 
very great harm." But Dr. !farmer is no longer with 

. us, and we think the Senate would hesitate to recom­
mend, or· the Governors to appoint, -Professor Mar-

. shall to fill Dr. Farmer's position. We have no doubt· 
the Senate would like to. do so, we .have no doubt 
some members of the Senate would throw cau.tion to 

., fhe winds and' even d~re 'to du so, :but we predict that 
the counsel o,f wiser men will prevail, and Professor 
Marshall wiH not be appointed De'!ln of ,the. Theo­
logical Faculty-that is, he will not be appointed just yet. 

. The Senate will be under the necessity of fillding 
someone to serve as a shock-absorber. . Where will 
they find such a man? We predict the new Dean, or . 
the Acting-Dean, will be Pro/fessor A. L. McCrimmon .. 

vV' e understand the duties of the .Dean in T'heology 
are very ex3:cting, and Dr. McCrimmon informed us 
'at the Corivention that he was acting against doctors' 
orders in speaking at all; and we know that his re­
gretted re.tirement from the Chancellorship was due 
to the unsatisfactory condition of his health, so that 
there .is a possibility 'of Dr. MdCrimmoq's hesitating 
somewha,t' to. accept the heavy burdens whi'ch belong 
to the offi·ce of Dean. But if Dr. McCrimmon should 
not be appointed, who else is availa,ble? We cannot I 
t~ink ·of anyone in McMaster University as eligible 
for the position of Dean outside of the two professors 
we hav':! named. And as between them, we predict 
tliat some way win be .found to persuade Dr. Mc­
Crimmon to. accept at least the nominal headship o{ 
the Theological Faculty. 

We have 'seen on many :billboards throughout On­
tario 'an advertisement of the Highways Department 
of the Provincial Government to the effect that lights 
must 'not glare, and brakes must work. As we view 
'the 1928 model of .the McMaster ca'r it seems to us 
that those who meet ,it o'n the road to Hamilton 
will hav'e nothing to fear from !too bright head­
lights! But an examination '0'£ the machine leads 
us to believe that now that Dr. Farrrier has passed, it 
ha's no brakes at all, and it may Ibe expected to :break 
all known s·peed limits in iots travels along the Mod-
ernistic road; . 

I 

. . Therefore, Evangelicals Beware I 
I t will be necessary to buckle on our armour 

afresh, to unsheath the sword of the Spirit which is 
the Word of God with a new zeal, that we may stand 
in ,the coming evil day, 'and, having done aB, to stand. 

Gruals for tqt Altar 1Iirt 
By Rev. ~. I. Stockl~y, Dean of Toronto Bapti~t Seminary. 

Sunday, January 15th. 

"Spirit Divine attend our prayers, 
And make our hearts Thy home." 

John 14:1-17 

"He shall be in you." In these simple words our .Lord an­
nounces that wonderful mystery. of the Spirit's indwelling 
which was to be the fruit· and' the crown of His redeeming 
work. It was for this man had been created. It was for this, 
God's mastery within the heart, the Spirit had striven in 
vain with men through the past ages. It .was for. this 
Jesus had lived ~nd was' about to' die. Without this the 
Father's purpose and His own work 'Yould fail. of their' 
accomplishment. For 'want of this the intercourse of the 
Blessed Master with' the disciples had effected so little. 
He had hardly ever ventured to' mention it to them, be­
cause He knew they would not understand it. But now, 
on the last night, when it was but a little time, .He dis­
closes the Divine secret that, when He left them, their loss 
would be compensated by a greater blessing than His bodily 
presence. . Another would come in His stead, to a,bide with 
them for ever, and to dwell in them. 

Our Father has given us a two-fold revelation of Him-

self. In His Son He reveals His Holy Image" and setting 
him before men' invites them to become like Him by re­
ceiving Him into their heart and life. In His Spirit He 
sends forth His Divine Power, to enter into us. 

. A~drev.r Murray, D.D .. 
Monday, January 16th. 

"Co'llte as the ·Light"- 1 Corinthians 2:6-16 
This is die special work of the Holy' Ghost, to give to us 

a new spiritual vision an~ organ of apprehension; so' that 
. the soul directly perceives divine things and realities. . Per­
haps the first effect of this divine illumination is that the 

. things of God become intensely real, and stand out with 
vividness and distinctness, like figures cut in relief on the 
wall. The person of Christ, the light of His countenance, . 
the distinct sweetness of His Spirit, the "peace that passes 
all understanding," th~ joy of the Lord, the heavenly world, 
all become to the heart more actual and intensely vivid than 
the things we' see with our outward eyes, and touch with 
our human hands; so that we' can say of Christ with the 
apostle, "That which .we have seln with our eyes, which 
.we have looked upon, and our hands have handled of the 
Word of Life," "God hath revealed to us by His Spirit; 
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for the Spirit searcheth all' things, yea, the deep things of 
God.": 

Rev. A. B. ~impson. 

Tue,day, January.'17tb. ..... 
"Come as the-Fire"- Isaiah 6 :1-10 

. The emblem of fire is selected to expresl!l the wor1.c of 
· the .Spirit. of God by reason' Of its leaping, trtumphant,­

transforming energy .. ' See, 'for instance, how, when you 
kindle a pile of dead green-wood, the tongues 'of fire .spring 
from point'to point' until they have conquered the whole 
mass, and turned it all into a ,ruddy likenesl!l of the parent 
flame. A!nd so here, this' fire. of God, if it fall upon you, 
will burn up all your coldness,' ~nd will fuake you glow 
with enthusiasm, working your intellectual convictions in 
fire ,ndt i~ frost, making your' creed a living power in' your 

'lives, and kindling you into a flame of earnest consecration. 
· The same idea is expressed by the' commo~ phrases' of 

every. language. 'We speak of the 'fervour of love; .. the 
warmth of affection, the blaze of enthusiasm, the fire of 

· emotion, the coldness of indifference. Christians are to be 
set on fire of God: If the Spirit dwell in us, He will make 
UII fiery like Himself, even as ~re turns the wettest green­
wood into fire. We have more than enough of cold Chris­
tians who ,are afraid of nothing so much as of being be­
trayed into warm ,emotion. 

Aiexander Maclaren" D.D. 

Wednesday, January 18th. 

Goodwin, ."that God at 'any time made of Himself, wer~ not 
so much made to show to men what God i~ in 'Himself, as 
to show us how He is affected toward us, and to declare 
what· effects He will work in us." Excellently and enlight­
eningly said.. 'For if. there is one winged creature better 
fitted' than another' to symbolise how God 'is I affected ,toward 
us,' and what effects God would fain work in us, it is surely 

. just a dove. '''For a dove, you. know,'" says 'the sometiine 
President of Magdalen .... College, Oxford, "is the most meek 
and the most innocent ··of all birds; without gall, without 
'talons, having .no fierceness in it, expressing nothing but 
l;ve alnd friendship to its mate in all its carriages, and 
mourning over its mate in a'lI" its distr~sses. And, accord~ 
ingly, a dove was ju~t a most fit emblem of the Spirit that 
was poured out upon our Saviour when He was just about 
to enter on the work of our salvation. For 'as sweetly as 
doves do converse .with doves, so' may every sinner and 
Christ ,converse together." 

. Alexander Whyte, D.D. 

Friday, January 20th.' 

"Come as the' Wind"- Eze~iah 37:1-~4 

"Spirit" is '!breath". Wind is but air in motion. Breath 
is the synonym for . life. "Spirit" and "life" are two words 
for one thing. So then, in the syrnbol,·the "rushing mighty 
wind," we have set forth ·the higl}est work of the \ Spirit­
the communication of a new and supernatural life. 

We ate carried back to *at.gt:and vision ·of. th!! prophe~ . 
. ·who saw the bones lying, very many and very dry, sapless 

and disintegrated, a heap dead and ready to rot. The 
Joshua- 14:1-9 question comes to him: "Son of· manl Can these bones "Come as the Dew"-

live?" The 'only possible' answer, if he consult experience, 
. The dew was evidently .a good ~eal in Ho.sea.'s .. mind; you 'is, "0 Lord Godl -Thou knowest." Then follows the great 
may remember that he uses the Image agam m a remark- 'invocation:' "Corne from the four winds,. 0 Breath! and 
ably different aspect; where he speaks . of' ~en's goodness " breathe upon these 'slaln that they may live." And the 
as being like '''a -morning cloud, and ·the early dew: that . . . ' 

. . . Breath comes and "they stand up, an exceedmg great army." 
passes away." , "It is the Spirit' that quickeneth."· The Scripture' ~reats 

The natural object which yields the ~m~lem. was all in- us all as dea4, being separated from God, unless we are 
adequate to set forth the' divine gift which is compared to united to. Him by faith in Jesus Christ. According to the. 
it, because as soon as the sun has risen, wit}!. burning he. at,' . . , saying of the Evangelist, "T·hey which believe· on Him re-
it ,scatters the beneficent clouds, and the "sunbeams like' . ceive" the Spirit,' and thereby receive the life which He 
swords" threaten to' slay" the tender green shoots., 'But . . 

gives, or,. as' ou.r Lord Himself. speaks, are "born of the 
this dew from God that comes down to water "the soul is 
never 'dried up. It is not transient. It may be ours, and Spirit." The high~st and most characteristic office of the 

Spirit of . God' is to enkindle this pew life, and 'hence His 
live in' our hearts. Dear brethren, the prose of this' sweet ' 
'old promise is "If I depart, I will send Him ~nto ·You." noblest name, among the many by which ,He is ·called, is 
If we are Christian 'people, W'"e hav.e the perpetual dew of' the Spirit of life. 
that divine Spirit;, w.hich falls on our leayes and, penetrates 

Alexander Maclaren, D.D. 

to our roots, and communicates life,' freshness, and 'power, Saturday, Jailuary 21st. 

"Spirit Divine attend our prayers 
Make a lost world Thy home:" Acts 2 :14-24 

What I hav;e felt in regard to large gatherings, of God's 
servants in the holy ministry impressed, me here too, that 
tliere was too' little' time given to the united confession of 
our need of, our expectation ~f, ·our. faith in, the power of 

.the Holy Ghost. We all admi~ that what the steam is to' 

and makes. growth possibie-mo:re than p'ossibie, certain- . 
for us. "I"-Myself through My Son, and in My Spirit-­
'''1 will be"-an unconditional assurance-"as the dew unto 
Israel." Do -we see it fulfiiled? . One looks round upon our 
congregations, and hito one's own'heart; and we behold the 
'parable of Gideon's fleece acted over again-some 'places 
'soaked with the ,refreshing-moisture, and some as hard 'as· 
a rock and as dry as tinder and ready to catch fire from 
any spark from the devil',:! forge. . . 'the engine that 'draws the train, what the fire is to the 

cannon with its powder and ball, the Holy Spirit is to the 
work of the Church and of Missions .. And.-why shouid not, 
at such gatherings for eight or ten days, the very best of 
the days be set· apart for pe~severing united supplication' 
for the mighty indwellintr and "working of the Holy Spirit 
in' God's servants, present or represented in such a gather­
ing, for His mighty' power in the assembly, and for the 

. Alexander Maclaren, D.D. 

Thursday, January 19th. 

"Come as the' Dove~"- Luke iii: 15-22 

Only pray, and the Holy Ghost will descend like 'a dove 
upon you. Only pray, and your joy will soon be full. But 
why was it as a dove? "All· apparitions", ,says Thomas (Continued on page 15:> 
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~arut!i ~trttt ,ulpit 

. Will a Plea of Insanity Avail 'at The Great Assize.? 
A Sermon by the Bas tor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Pr,e,ached In Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, January 8th, 1928. 

(Stenographically Reported) 

·"SQ then everyone of us shall give account of himself to G:od."-Romans 14 :12. 

N ext to the study of Divinity, then~ is no more in­
teresting or important subject of study than that of 
humanity. It lis not to be wondered at that the Lord 
Hims.elf should say, "'l~he heart is deceitful above all 
things; and desperat,ely wUcked: who can know it?" 
.. When one 'has had a very limited experience of men, he 
may flatter himself that he has some gif.t of discernment; 
that h~ is able to read charalCter; and to predict, with 
reasonable accuracy, what men, under given circum:.. 
stances, will do. But ~he longer he lives, and the wider 
his experience, the less confidence he, ~ll have in his 
own ability to read men and to anticipate their actions. 

Possibly there never was a day, not eV,e,n ,in the flowery 
days of Greece, when men more generally boasted of their 
superiority than they do to-day. It seems to me that now­
adays the, majority of people go to, church to hear human­
ity magnified, to l~sten to a man tell them how really great 
they are. Weare told we are to' have confidence in human 
gQodness; we are to believe in' the possibilities for 
good which are latent in every man; we are to believe that 
in all men the worst is on the outside. I wish it were 
tr~! Even then, in many instances, it would be quite 
bad enough. 

But especially ip respect to matters of religion the 
human reason is exalted as the supreme authority. We 
no longer need the voice of Re,velation, we no longer 
need direction' from the Skies: we are quite well able 
to manage our own affairs! The whole world is like a 
little ,boy just le,arning to walk, who pushes from him his 
father's hand and says, "I want to go on my own." Even 
the Bible itself is to be brought to the !bar of human 
reason; and instead of being judged by the Book, we are 
ourselves to be the judges of the, Book. 

And yet, inconsistent creatures that we are, when we 
have boasted that we a,r~ a generaotion of super-m.e,n, 
superior to all our predecessors, independent of all the 
external standards of life by which their ch:;Lracter and 
conduct w,ere regtdated, the moment a man gets into 
trouble, he swings to the other extreme and says he was 
not to blame, he was not responsible! A man commits a 
great crime, he, is caught red-ohanded in the deed, he is 
unmistakably a murderer, it was pre-meditated, it was 
deliberate, it was cruel and brutal to the last· degree ;­
but he is to be excused, for he is not quire, responsible fpr 
his action! He does it all to steal a thousand dollar; or so 
to get an education-he is'" a promising student, he has a 
pas,sion for knowledge! But ~hen he commits a shocking 
crime, some one wtiH say, "Poor 'f.e,llow, he is not re­
sponsible" ! 

I read last week-I will not say I read it, I just glanced 
" at the headlines, for sometimes when I am in New York 

or some other Amepican city, and pick up c.ertain of their 
daily papers, after reading even the headlines I feel I 
ought ,to have a bath. All the filth o~ ,the gutter is se.t out 
at the ,top of the, paper. But,I read of a murderer and a 
murderess who had been caught in their crime, with no 
extenuating circumstances-a crime that was vicious, 
devilish, to the last deg~,e.e., T,hen some learned gentle-' 
man stands up before ,the Governor of the state and says, 
"Your Honor, my client was just in the twilight tone be­
tween sanity and insanity. She was perfectly sane in the 
legai sense, and by all the rules of evidence undoubtedly 
guilty; but I beg of you, let me have thirty days' grace 

. that she may be brought into the light of the ne,w psy­
chology, and examined by some expert psy,chiatrist that 
he may define for us the limits of human responsibility." 
I was glad to see in a headline that the Gov,e,rnor said, 
in effect, "Do not talk nonsense to me about neurosis and 
psychosis." , 

But is at not refreshing to get away from all ,these 
human speculation~ into the clear light and pur,e,~.atmos­
phere of the, Word of God, which clearly defines th~' 
limits of our responsibility ?-" So then everyone of us 
shall give account of himsei.f to God." , 

I. 
, There is THE DOC'l'RINE OF JIUMAN ACCOUNTABILITY; 

the,re we are told that we -are, responsible for our con­
duct and for the development of our character, and that 
for every a<;tion, ultimately, we shall be required to give 
an account. I,t is a doctrine, wlhich needs very special 
emphasis to-day, I v.e.nture to think. 

It must be recognized that men are largely influenced by 
h,eredity, by strains of blood, by natural, predispositions. 
It cannot be den'ied that it is much easier for some people, 
to do right in certain cir~t1tl11stances than others; that what 
is a temptation to one man may not be a temptation to an­
other. The sins of the fathers are visite,d upon the child­
ren unto the third and fourth generations. The principle 
of the operation of hereditary tendencies is clearly taught 
in Scriptur,e,: "By one man's' disobedience many were 
made sinners"; "By one n~an sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned." There is no dou'bt about that. And 
yet sid~ by side with ,that gr,e,at principle, and consistent 
with it, stands the teaching of Scripture that we are each 
individually and personally accountable for our actions. 

,A man of limited inteloleot cannot, of course, become an 
encydopae,dist, a man with no mathematical aptitudes 

I 
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cannot become a Sir Isaac ~ ewton. I grant you there are 
limitations, but within the, limited sphere -to which we 
are ordaine~, and having due respect to all our limitations, 
it yet remains true that everyone of us is conscious 1!l\at he 
has power.over his own will, that he is-morally responsible 
for his ac~ions. If aman be, in any degree, outwardly good, 
he kn'ows he might have be.en better; and. if he be of evil 
disposition and evil conduct, he knows also that he had 
the power to choose between ri'ght and the wrong. He is 
responsible for what he is in spite of all he,reditary in-
fluences. . 

"All we like sheep have gone· astray'~""':'just one after 
the other; and in ,the moral realm .e,ven university pro­
fessors have no more sense t.han the rest.of us, we are all 
like speep,~but "we have turne,d everyone to his own 
way-his, own 'Way." Do not blame your father for what 
you are, do not lay the responsibility upon your mother, 
do not dare ,to say it is altogether becaus.e. of the blood 
that is in, your veins you are what you are. Having made 
all allowances for that, it still remains true that we are 
accountable to God for what we do, for what we say; 
and we cannot evade that responsibility. 

The,re is much to be said also for the influence of early 
training. The Governqr 0.£ New York State said only 
last week, something like this, "One day a' lawyer comes 
before me on behalf of a condemned client and says, 'This 
man never had a chance, he was born in a tenement house, 
h.e was brought up in,the slums, he never had any educa­
tion, never had any thillg or anyone to help him: he is 
what he is because. of his early surroundings. Please let 
him go.' The. next day somebody is brought along and his 
lawyer says, 'This man is a good man. Up to a certain 
point he was a good man, and even a religious man. He 
was a Sunday School teacher. He has just made a 
mistake this time.' . What am I to ,think with these two 
extremes before m.e.?" 

This is the great principle, that notwithstanding all the 
influences of home and early instruction, the man is a 
man in· the sense that he is responsible to God for the, 
,e,xercise of his own will. Many a boy has been religiously 
trained, surrounded by every kind of holy influence, and 
in spite of it all has done ,e,vil; resisting every influence 
thrown about him in order to bring him to God. And, on 

. the other hand, many an one born into 'the most sordid 
kind of e?Cistence, with no upward influence at.all in early 
life, has, by grace divine, at last become a prince befor.e, 
God. Men are responsible in spite of their environment. 

Our Social Service friends are fond of telling us that. 
you can make. men better by improving ,their circum­
stances. Yonder poor fellow is dishonest because he has 
not enough to eat! Well, I have heard of men stealing 
because they were hungry-and some me.n steal because 
thirty or forty thousand dollars a year is not enough to 
live on, they· want more! Men are not moulded wholly 
by ,their environment. I grant you that it is not without 
its influences, I recognize that a man's course is some­
times very largely shaped by circumstances over which 
he has no control, that he is driven from one place to 
another, perhaps, by sheer force of circ:umstances; y.e,t 
I insist that'wherever he is, whatever.his condi,tions, who­
~ver his companions, whatever, ~lood be in his veins, he 
is accountable to God, He. has made him morally respon­
sible for' his actions. 

That is a fixed principle-let us accept it. Do not even 
lay the blame upon your husband. A woman said to me 
the other day-and her h'usband 'Was standing ,by her 
side-"If only my husba.nd would 'come with me, if only 
my, httslband would share with me my de.sire. for a better 
life, we might walk together; but I cannot walk alone." 
That is not true! That is not true I You will have to 
walk alone, you will have to stand before God alone, as an 
individual, personally ,responsible to God .for everything 
you ar.e., and for everything you have ever done, laying 
'responsibj1ity upon no one else. If othe,rs have helped to 
drag you down, they, too, will answer to God for that, but 
that is none of your 'business. God pity the man whose wife 
does not help him to walk with God! God pity the woman 
whose husband converts home" that ought to be a heaven, 
into l,l hell I I am not excusing anyone who -thus does 
wrong to his .neighbour, but say rather that he, in his 

. turn, and according to his deeds, shall answer to, God; 
but I do say that no matter what injustice you may have 
suffered, no matter how hardly the world has treat.e,d 
you, nro matter what wrong has been' done you, you are 
personally responsible to God for your deeds. 

I do not mean anybody else-I mean )'ou. I mean that 
man in the. gallery who has not been to' church in. twenty 
years, who came here ~o hear what that st.ran·ge preacher 
has to say of whom he has heard that he IS twenty years 
behind -the times! I am so far behind the times that I 
would drag up your twenty y,e,ars and say, "There they 
are, and for the,m you shall give an account to God." I 
do not know who you are, I do not know where ,you come 
from. You say, "I have not been to church for years be­
cause some professing Christian injured me." Well, he 
will giv,e. an account to God for that, but I say -that you­
,\'Ott-YOU, every man, every woman, without exception, 
must at last recognize and· acknowledge that he is re­
sponsible for his every action; and he will have to face it 
and deal with it somewhere, somehow, sometime! . . 

II. 

That being so, it follows as a matter of course that 
since we are each accountable there must be in prospect 
A DAY OF' ACCOUNTING. As we are responsible, there 
will be a day when we shall be called to give an account. 
I should like to make iot clear. I believe there is nothing in 
the Scripture that is, ttnreasona!ble. I am positive that this 
Word of truth-mark what I say-this Word of truth is 
true to the nature of things. There is much in this Word 
that is above and heyond reason; and not until we get 
wings of faith, only as we have spiritual illumination, 
only as we are lifted out of the realm of the senses, and 
the Spirit which sea,rcheth all things reveals to us the 
deep things of God, shall w,e. understand this Book. But 

, while that is so, there is nothing 'in ,the Book that is un­
reasonable. Revelation is above a~d beyond reason, yet 
always it is in perfect harmony with ,the nature of things: 
"For the invisible. things of him froQ.1 the crea,tiQn ~f the 
world are clearly seen, being unde,rstood by 1!he things 
that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead: so 
that they are without excuse.." - , 

Even a superficial reading of the book of nature itself 
ought to teach us that in the providence of God a day of 
accounting will come when we shall hewe to stand and 
give an account for the d.e,eds done in the body. Go and' 
ask a farmer, busy even now with some particulars getting 
ready for the springtime, and later when, notwithstanding 
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the cold, the man who. is not a slugg~rd plows in the chill . 
of the springtim~ask him as you meet him at the going 
down of the sun, "You have laboured from ·sunrise until 
sunset out in that field, what have you to show for it?" 
He will reply, "Nothing at all but a well-plowed field." 
"Have you anything to sell?" "Nothing at all." "Any­
thing to give away?" "Nothing at all." "Anything to 
show for your work? Hav,e.. ·you anything to show?'! 
"No, nothing to show." "Well, what did you do it for?" 
"F.ollow me to-morrow, -and -the next day, and the next 
day, and see what I do on these days." And so on suc­
ceeding days his fields are harrowed, and he comes home 
and proudly says in the evening, "Is not that a fine field ?" 
'l'he man f·rom the city replies, "It looks well enough, but 
for all your labour have you anything marketable"? Have 
you anything -ready for sa~e?" "Nothing at all. that yields 
me any fruit to-day." But by andJ:>y he goes over the' 
field and drills· in .the seed -and cov,e.ts it. all up, and you 
say to him, "You did seem like a bit of a simpleton to-day 
as you cast that seed into the ground when you might 
have sold it for something." But the farmer says, "Wait 
a while, wait a whi.Ie. Whatsoever a man ~ow.e.th, that 
shall he also reap. Come to~ee me in August." And if 
it is out in the West you will see miles of prairie, miles of . 
golden grain, almost worth its weight in gold. "You asked 
m.e.last spring wha't I was doing? That is what I was do­
ing", says the farmer. 

A day of sowing? Qh y~s, but ~ day for reaping too, 
a day for the reaper to thrust in the sickle to reap what he 
has sown. So then everyone of us ploweth, harroweth, 
soweth-what? What? that is what I ask, What are 
you sowing? Wild oats? Thistles? Qr is it "N umhe.r 
Qne. Hard"? I do not know what it is, but you will reap 
what you sow. And in the moral realm, as surely as in 
the ryaterial, the day of harvest will" .com~, .the day of 
~ccounting must come. Yes, the seasons ·come and go . 

. "Will "it ever be winter?" some are asking. Are you not 
glad you live in the Sunny North instead of in the frigid 
South? I was down in Baltimore and Richmond last 
week, and I was a good deal colder there than in Toronto. 
Seasons come, however,. in their turn at last. The day 
may s.e,em long, hut the· sun goes down at last; sooner or 
later we reach the end of the road; the final word of the 
page is written; at last the final paragraph of the man's 
biography is written down, and the book is· closed, the 
account is complete. "S'O then everyone Of us shall give. 
account of himself to God." . 

There are some people who are well able to account fOJ' 
other people. ·What .e,xperts vy-e are at minding. other 
people's business! The difficulty any preacher. has is to 
get the sermon home to the people who need it. A 
preacher told m.e. once years ago that he had a rpan in 
his. congregation who was dying of stinginess. He was a 
rich man, but gave nothing. This preadler said, "I made 
up my mind I wou.ld give him a broadside one Sunday 
morning. I planned1:hat sermon for several weeks! and at 
last I thought, 'I will catch him this morning, he will nev.e,r 
get away from my fire this morning. I only hope he will 
be there.' That morning Mr. Stingy was there, sitting in 
his usual place. I had unusual libjerty in preaching, and 
I preached away with all my m!ght: I said to myself. all 
the time, 'I am gie.tting him.' Shalt af~er shaft I sent in­
his direction, and I was positive they were getting home. 
But when the collection plate passed-it passed as usual! 
And would you believe it, at the c10~ .of the sermon· that 

man came up all smiles· and ·took ·me Jjy the hand and 
said, 'That was the finest· sermon I eve-r heard in my 
life. I am so glad Mr. So-and-So was here to hear if " ! 

I say, we are exp,e,rts at .calling people to account, at­
tending to other people's .business. But listen, ~'So every 
one of us shall give account of himself." HIMS~LF! Mind 
your own business, will you? You do not like to be told 
that? Well, I did not" say you neede.d it! .That is your 

. affair. Ever¥one of us shall give account of himself. 
Himself! And if we attend to our own business in that 
respect, and feel the responsibility of that, we shall be so 
occupie,d that we shall not have much· time left for any­
thing else. But the day of accounting will come when 
we shall give account of ourselves. ' . , 

IiI. 
~ am very glad it is written that wt ARt· To GIvt AN 

ACCOUNT·OF OURSELVES TO GOD. I heard of two coloured 
. men-I do not know whether .the story is apocryphal-I 

heard of two coloured brethren listeriing to a sp.e,ech by 
Mr. Roosevelt. One of them asked the other who the 
great man was. "Do you not know that is Mr. Roosevelt?" 
he replied. "Well, who is he? . What is he talking about?" 
"He, is 'talking about the· Presidency." (It was at election 
time.) "What has he to say abo1,lt it? What sort of a 
man is he?" "I don'·t know .. I don't know; but he cer­
tainly does speak powerfully well of himself." And there 
are plenty of people who speak "powerfully well" of 
thems.e.lves! Lt is possible to enter an insanity plea in an 
earthly court. And it is possible to befog twelve good 
men and true, so that they scarcely know what decision 
to arrive at, it may be possible even ,to deceive the judg.e, 
on the bench; and I have no .doubt that under the British 
flag there· are many gross miscarriages of justice, in spite 
6f all our car.e. be.cause men can be deceived. But by and 
by we shall give account of ourselves to GOD-not to a 
man. 

Oh; my friends, I· am afraid a great mariyprofessing 
Christians are giving account of themselves to nien, they 
have men's persons in admiration 'because of advantage, 
and live for 1h.e,m, and for the approval of the world. It 
is a great thing When anyone oJ- ·us can· be brought by 
divine gra~e to say with the Apostle Paul, "With me it 
is a very small thing that. I should be. judged of you, or 
of .man's judgment''; or, of man's day. I think that is the 
greatest, or one of the great.e,st, of ·~ll human achieve­
ments, to be brought by divine grace to where a man, as 
a Christian, will be able to say, "I then shall give account 
of myself to God, apd if all the world is against me, I will 
do the thing that is right. I will take the, course that is 
true, though I go down ·to death; but I will answer at last 
,to God." Have you arrived there? You will not be much 
good until you do. Until we can shake ourselves free 
froJ;Il that fear of man that bringeth a snare, until we 
ce,ase to seek honour from each other, and .learn to seek 
honour from God only, we shall not be greatly used of 
Him. "So then everyone of us shall give account of him-
self to God." . 
. I turn aside for a moinent from the great heart of the 
text, that I may bring an exhortation to you, my brethren 
and sjsters, who love. the Lord Jesus Christ. I touched 
this morning upon .the great principle that there are re­
wards awaiting the faithful· servants of God over and 
above the gift of life; and that .some day even Christians 
will stand before the judgment s.e.at of Christ-not to be 
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judged as to their fitness for heaven. No I No I-that was under our feet; we can bid defiance ·to hell itself "if we 
settled at the Cross. The moment a man ,believes, judg- are rightly related to God. ' , 
ment i!! passed for ever, and "ther:e js therefore now But hear me, you 'who are not Christians, some day you 
no condemna'tion to them 'which are in Christ Jesus, who wiII have to stand before God. You cannot deceive Him, 
walk not after ,the flesh, but' after !j;he ,Spirit." I dare to He is, a God of knowledge ''by whom aCtions are, 
,give it as my testimony that I b~lieve I am' just as truly weighed". When He take~ the seat of judgment, He wiII 
saved tonight as I shall be 'whe,n I, have been a million need no expert to advise Him, He wiH be Himself t~ 
year.s ip glory. I have the oath 'Of !j;he Eternal. beneath e~pert.' I have not often been .1'0 court, but 1 have been 
my feet, and I know' th3lt He 'Will never leave me nor there once or twic.e,,-not on my own 'account, though I 
forsake me. But over and a~ove that, we should learn to do not know when I !lIay get there! BUtt I have seen the 
live 'our lives Ibefore God, to give an account t'OGod, to lawyer'turn to his 1~l\'V: book and quote some statute to the 
remember that some day our lives as Christians wiII pass -, judge. I suppose that is ,the, lawyer's busine,ss, to call the 
under review.' If 'you have builct on that found3ltion whicl1 ,judge's attention to a par.tic~lar statute. He has studied 

, God has already laid, even Jc:~us Chr~st, only wood, hay" it in the interest of his client; So he lays the facts before, 
and stubble, the, fire shall try every man's work of what the bench, and I have s,e,en a judge ask for ,the book, and 
sort i,t is,. and ,all your worKS sl1all bfdlUrned away" yet . take it and study it, for himself, hav,ing received it at the 
you yourself will, be saved; yet so as by fire. I do not ,lawyer's h~md. BUtt when"our God sits upon the ,judg­
want to go' ,tlo the Lord empty-handed, I want ~ome ment seat, He ~i1l need no advocate to advise Him of the 
sheaves t'O ;Iay at His' feet. I would <;ount it the 'highe~t law. He. is the Law, and all that is written is but a tran­
honour if He, will make me 'at last to br.ing t'O Him some- script of H1s own nature. He is the Centre and Source 
thing better than wood, 'hay' and stub1:>le:' I s40uld'Iike to 'Of all law, in aU Fealms. "Sq, then ~very one of us shall 
have a litt1~ silver, and gold,'yes, even some of the j,~wels give account of himself 1:10 God." ,He knows the law on 
that wiII be. His whe,n He makes up His jewels. the subject. ' ., 

That'is worth living for. Nothing else is worth living - And He wiII need no witness to inform Him. With 
for. Even if a man should come to an exalted position ,what care, with what concentrated- attention, the judge 
like Mr, David, Lloyd George, 'the man who, came nearer listens to every wqrd a ~itn~ss utters! He' is there to 
.1'0 ,being a world leader, t~an anybody else ev.~r' did;, it get, the {acts, and this witness was .t.here when t,he crime 
would not be worth \Yhile. Perhaps never in all the long was commibt~d, or th~ act 'Occurred. The judge lis~ens, 
~hist'Ory 'Of the world, in any sense, did a man, ever have' ,and if there is anyt~ing'not clear, the, oencJ:t himself as.ks 
his hand pn the world's governme,nt as' did David Lloyd ,a question; t'O get the facts, 1:10 find out what that witness 
George. And now what do m~n ,say about him? The' knows, because the judge wants to know what the witness 
people have short memories. One 9ay:-.they sing, "Hosanna' knows. But at this judgment se3lt, no witness, wiII be 
in the highest"; the 'next day they cry, ".crucify Him." needed: God Himself is the witness. "All things are. naked 
There was 3: time. when they credited Mr. LloY9- George and 'opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to 
with every good thing that happened; n'Ow the same do." You cannot deceive Him. I~ wiH he'vain then to' 
people are dispo~oed ·to ,blame,hi~ for everything evil. The call aT! expert aliellist. I·t wiII do no good to enter a plea 
applau~e of the wodd is not worth living fori ' of insanity ,in that,Court,-,--not at all. He knows the 

Let me, speak to you Jarvis 'street people, I do not sup- measure of every ,man's responsibil}ty. ':~o the.~ every 
pos~ there are many church families in which 3: deeper , on~ of us ,shaH ~'lVe a,~count ~,f hlm.self -of. hImself! 
affection really reigns tha'n here, I know .the, Pastor ThIS man-th3lt man- to God. ThIS man' must stand 

, love~ you all, and I he,lieve, his affeotion ,is reciprocated. 'in relation to Go~ ;·'this man mu.st answer to G~?;. this 
I am always glad to know .... that ,the people with whom I man ~ha!l,~e ~nvetled, as he re~lIy IS before th.e omn~vldent 
have' fellowship .think kindly of a hard-prellsed preacher. gaze o~ HIm from, ,W~o~ 1iI0 secrets are' hld.....:....~hls man 
I am always gr~teful for it. But a man'J:tas I~ttle strength ?Iust g~ve accou!1't o,f hlms~lf to God. It. m~kes hfe a ser­
until he conies to· the place w.lier:e he is r.e,ady to part IOUS thmg,:does It .not ? A~d a ,bles~~d thmg too! I do. not 
company, with alI that. I ~eHyou frankly tnat if you were wonder .. that Da':ld saId w.hat 'he <!Id. when ?,e was gIven 
alI 11:0 go, as s<;>, many hav:e gone, everyone of you, if you ~he chOIce 'of war or famme pr pest~le,n~e, Let m~ fa~~ 
'v~re all to dnft from thIS ble~~e~ Book, I can say, I will Irto ·the hands of Go~. , I w0uld r3!the~ ~e Judged by God. 

,give an account of myself to God,.a1'!d if need be, stand So woul? I: " , , . .' , 
alone. The .favour 9f God is the only thing worth living T~eI} th.e'vetl quai}ities' of Deity wjll either condemn or 
for. ,'acqUIt; wtll gIVe us th~ greatest sorrow or the greatest 
, I remember the night I was baptizea. 'Up to that time joy. You say -it is a ,terrible thing for an innocent man t'O 

I had never h~en to heaven, but I got into heayen that be cas,t into prison" to be utljustly judged? Yes, it is . 
• night. In baptism? N~, important ordinance as, it is, it, , I think if such a fate as that befell me, I should have 
was not perhaps that S'O much. as yielding my will to 'God. ' to pray every day that God ~ould keep all bi,tterness out 
An~ I r.e,memb~r w~~n I emer~ed fro~ that watery grave, ~f. my spi~it. ' ! . • 

I dId not see the Spmt of God m th~ form of a dove, wi~h ,Yes, it would b(a hard thing to be condemned unjustly, 
t~s~, natural ears I heard no vOI'ce from heaven;" but and yet if it were I, I could bear up knowing that at last 
wlth,111 m~ h,?art there ~~s a great hallelujah that I had there ~,il~ be fustice; at la,st l' shall be able to say, "Well, 
won 9~d,s Well done. I had the answer of a good I shaH gIve account of myself to. God, and He knows I 

,cOnSCle?Ce towards God. .1 kne~ '~h3lt . God permitted a have suffered an -injustice. Jf I get 'no r,e,war4 here, I shall 
poor smner ·to d'O one thmg WIth whIch He was well 'get it by and 'by." , But oh, to be guilty, to find no escape 
p,leased; and, ,whe,n 'G~d says ",Well ~one'''' we are in .from that awful guilt, to know th3lt God knows our guilt, 
heaven ~Ire~dy.. And 111 the measure 111 whlc,h'we h,ave and to be sentencea by Him:; to .come under the condem- ' 
learr~ed to gIve account to God, we Gan trample the world nation of His dreadful ·holiness, to be banishe,~ from His 
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presence because the man was not fit to be where God 
was! The v,e,ry holiness of God-may I reverently say it­
the very holine,ss of God would burn even as the flames 
of- hell upon a guilty soul. But to ~e acquitted, to be 
acquitted, to have God's word for it, "Thy sins which 
are many are all forgiven", !blotted out, no condemnation, 
a free man !-That puts beneath. my feet the justice of' 
God, the faithfulness of God, the truth of God, the mercy 
of God, the love of God, the grace of God, the holiness of 
God.' He has said, "You are free.." "It is God that 
justifieth. 'Who is he that condemneth ?"-' 'Every one of. 
us shall give account of hm11self to God." 

I do· not need any expert psychiatrist to plead my case 
before that judgment s~at. I do not want anyone to talk 
about neurosis and psychosis there. I must give account 
of mysel~ for a:ll that I have done, for all that I have 
said; I must give account for every gospel privilege, for 
every sermon, and ~very invitation that has been issued, 
I must give accoullit ,to God. I do not want to be alone 
on that day: nor need anyone of us be alone, for "If any 
man sin, we have an advocate witlh the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous: and he is th~ propitiation for our 
sins: and not for our's only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world." 

And do you know what i)lea our Advocate w~ll enter 
in our behalf when that great assize is come? Not that 
you were not responsible, but that you wer,e.. Never will 
He enter a plea of, "not guilty", but "guilty". "Now we 
know that what thing soever the law saitlh, it saith to -them 
who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God." 
Guilty-GUILTy-EVER YONE! What have you to say, 
then, why the s,entence of guilt should not be pronounced? 

What 'hope is ,the,re for anyone of us to stand before 
t!1e uhrone of God? There is only one, and that is this: 
"The blood of Jesus Christ his Son clean seth us from all 
sin." Will you go out from this place to-night with your 
acquittal, not in your pocket, but in your heart and con­
science? vVi)1 you go out from this place saying, "Bl~ssed 
be God, for this poor sinner's judgment is passed; 
the debt has been paid; I have been through the grave; 
I am out on resurr·ection ground; I am saved for ever"? 
How many of you believl~ you are saved for ever, let us 
see? (A great host of people raised their hands). Is it 
not a wonderful thing to know it? (Chorus of Halle­
lujahs). 

"Weary of ~arth and laden with my sin, 
I look at heaven and long to enter in, 

But there no evit'thing may find a hOlJle; 
And yet I hear a voice that bids me 'Come'. 

"So vile I am, how dare I hope to stand 
In the pure glory of that holy land? 

Before the whiteness of that throne appear? 
Yet there are -hands stretched out to draw me near. 

"The while I fain would,·tread the heavenly way, 
Evil is ever with me day by day; 

Yet on mine ears the gracious tidings fall, 
'Repent, ~onfess, thou shalt be loosed from all'. 

"It is the voice of Jesus that I hear, 
His are the hands stretched out to draw me near, 

And his the blood that can for all atone, 
And set me faultless there before the throne. 

" 'Twas he who found me on the deathly wild, 
And made me heir of heaven, the Father's child, 

And day by day, whereby my soul may live, 
Gives me his grace of 'pardon, and- will give. 

"0 great Absolver, grant my soul may wear 
The lowliest garb of penitence and prayer, 

That in the Father's courts my glorious dress 
May be the garment of thy righteousness. 

"Yea, thou wilt answer for me, righteous Lord: 
Thine all the merits, mine the great reward; 

Thine the sharp thorns, and mine the golden crown;' 
Mine the life won, and thine the life laid down. 

"Nought can I bring, dear Lord,'for all lowe 
Yet let my full heart what it can bestow; 

Like Mary's gift let my devotion prove, 
Forgiven greatly, how I greatly love." 

Dr. Shields' Western Itinerary. 

The following appointments have been made for the 
Editor of, this paper wh~re he will speak in the interest 
of Des Moines University: 

January 17th-First Baptist Church, Sandusky, Ohio. 

January 18th-Cedar Avenue Baptist Church, Cleve­
land, Ohio, Rev. T. W. Callaway, ~astor. 

January 19th and 20th-Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Toledo, Ohio, Rev. Earle G. Griffith, Pastor. 

o 
January 24th-First Baptist Church, Mishawaka, 

Indiana, Re,V. M. E. Hawkins, Pastor. 

January 29th-Galilee Baptist Church, Denver, Cqlor­
ado, Dr. Joshua Gravett, Pastor. 

February 1St-First Baptist Church, .Bisbee, Arizona,' 
F-ev. Rolland Butler, Pastor. 

February 2nd and 3rd-First Baptist Church, Tucson, 
Arizona, Rev. R. S. Beal, Pastor. 

Febrqary 5th, 6th, and 7th-Los Angeles, California. 
Meetings are being arrange,d: 

February loth and lIth-Portland, Oregon, Meetings 
are being, arranged. ' 

February 12th-Seattle, Washington. Meetings -are 
being arranged. 

February 13th and 14th-Vancouv.~r, British Columbia. 
Meetings are being arranged. 

February 17th-Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Rev. T. J. 
Hind, Pastor. 

February 19th-Winnipeg, Manitoba. Meetings are 
being arranged. 

February 21~t-First Baptist Church, Austin, Minne­
sota, Rev. H. G. Hamilton" Pastor. 

'j 
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News and Note~ 

THE WEEK-END IN JARVIS STREET. 
The prayer meeting Saturday night was crowded. The 

spirit of grace and of supplication was upon the people. 
This month we have begun the seventh year of three regular 
weekly prayer meetings. They have continued with un­
abated interest through winter and summer. Whatever 
blessing has come to Jarvis Street Church, has been God's 
answer to a church at prayer. As the years pa:ss we are 
increasingly convinced that "What every church needs in our 
day is not more organization, or better material equipment-­
but more and more prayer that the power of the Holy Ghost 
may fill the place. 

Sunday was. a day of blessing. There was a good at­
tendance at the school,-something over one thousand, and 
a large morning congregation. The Pastor preached on the 
Church Motto for the year, "And Lo Every Man His Work." 
Returning from Brampton for evening service the Pastor 
preached the sermon appearing in this issue. God was 
manifestly present. It was a solemn service,. and there 
were several clear conversions. 

An Unusual Evening. 
Wednesday evening (last night), we had a service of an 

extraordinary character. It was supposed to be the annual 
"entertainment" of the Young People's Department of our 
great Bible School. The Wit'l!-6SS prevented our attending 
the supper but the B. D. Thomas Hall was packed neces~ 
sitating a second sitting. Afterwards a. programme was 
given in the large Lecture Hall which also was filled. We 
cannot speak for other cities, but nowhere in Toronto can 
another such meeting be found. We may perhaps be ex­
'cused for confessing that as we looked over that great 
company of young people representing only one department 
of the school, we recalled being told nearly eighteen years 
ago that Jarvis Street was too much of a "down-town" 
church to have a Sunday School. Nor perhaps may we be 
blamed for recalling· that in our terrible church revolution 
of six years ago one of the arguments used against the 
Pastor was that he repelled "young people." Yes, perhaps 
so. We would. not blame them for being repelled. But 
now that the Lord is in the midst with the same Pastor, 
Jarvis Street is thronged with a greater crowd of young 
people than can be found in any church in Canada. 

But this particular service was unique for the character 
of the programme. There were speeches by the young 
people themselves, and without one exception they all mag­
nified Christ. It was a glorious night in th,e heavenly places 
with Christ. 

We were out of town when the other departmental "en­
tertainments" were held, but they were all of the same 
character.' Christ was in the midst and the children, even 
the youngest, were happy. Why' should Sunday School 
officers and teachers expect conversions in the Bible School, 
unless Christ is magnified in every exercise of the school? 

NEWS FROM THE BATTLE FRONT. 
On account of the preoccupation of many of the brethren 

with Sunday School and other work at the beginning of 
the year, not many meetings have been held since our last 
issue. 

Sunday afternoon last, January 8th, a meeting was held 
in the Capitol Theatre, Brampton, addressed by Rev. E. A. 
Brownlee, Mr. William Fraser and the Editor of The Gospel 
Witness. The hour, two o'clock was an awkward one, but 
it was the only time possible to us, if we were to get back 
in reasonable time for our' evening service. For the hour 
there was a fair congregation, and we have no doubt the 
testimony will bear fruit. 

Tuesday evening, January 10th, three meetings were held, 
one in Beamsville, Ontario, addressed by Rev. W. A. Gunton 
and Mr. Clark McCreedie, one in ·Georgetown addressed by 

. ~r. William Fraser and Pastor James McGinlay and one 
In Acton, addressed by Revs. W. E. Atkinson, and E. A. 
Brownlee. At all these meetings testimony was given 
against McMaster's Modernism. Local Baptists were 
present at all of them and we are sure good was ac­
complished. 

COALS FROM THE ALTAR FIRE. 
(Continued from page 9.) 

deepening throughout the Church of the conviction that both 
for life and work the one thing needful is Christ's indwell­
ing presence revealed by the Holy Spirit? Instead of the 
meetings for prayer being the smallest, should they not be 
the largest and most important I It was ten days of con­
tinuing with one accord in prayer and supplication at the 
footstool of the exalted Lord that prepared that feeble 
company of disciples for the struggle in which they defied 
the power of Jerusalem and Rome, .and conquered. 

Andrew Murray, D.D. 

(Note: Two lessons will be published in the next issue 
so as to bring the lesson to our readers four Sundays in 
advance of its use.) 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION LESSON LEAF 

Vol. III. T. T. SHIELDS, Editor.· Nit. 1. 

Lesson 4. First Quarter. Jan. 22nd. 1928. 

JUDGMENT;-EXAMPLE AND AUTHORITY. 
~esson Text: I Corinthians, chapter 4. 
Golden Text: "For I determined not to know any thing 

among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified."-
. I Corinthians 2 :2. ' 

I. . THE MINISTER OR TEACHER AS A STEWARD (VII. 
1-5.) . 

1. The Christi"!,n teacher is a steward rightly to use that 
which God gives him. It is not our busines·s to think our 
own thoughts, but to declare the testimony of God, even as 
Paul later in this epistle says, "I delivered unto you that 
which I also received of the Lord." Every Sunday School 
teacher should regard himself as· a steward of the mysteries 
of God; that which is committed to his charge he must 
administer with a due sense of responsibility to his Master. 
2. Faithfulness is the distinctive requirement of a steward,-=­
not elequence or cleverness; but faithfulness. Teachers 
should be faithful in the sense of taking care of that which 
is committed to them, and hand it on to others. We must 
not handle the Word of God deceitfully. 3. A proper sense 
of stewaraship will render one indifferent to human judg­
ment. To· his own master the servant must answer, and 
before him he stands or falls. And if we recognize that 
what we do, we are doing for Christ's sake, and as those 
who must give account of their stewardship to Him, it will 
make us independent of human opinion. If the servant has 
the approval of his own master, he need not care what others 
say (v. 3). 4. A recognition of our stewardship will enable 
us to liy.e for the great day of reckoning (vs. 4, 5). Not 
until the day is done, and all the records are in, and the 
books are opened, and the hidden things of darkness are 
brought to light, will things be seen in their true character. 
Therefore we must judge nothing before the time. 5. The 
coming of the Lord is the great event toward which the faith­
ful steward looks forward. Then, as we saw in last week's 
lesson, we shall stand before the judgment seat of Christ, 
not to be judged as to our salvation, but to be judged 
according to our works. 
II. THE APOSTOLIC EXAMPLE. 

1. Paul did not require of others what he did not do 
himself (v. 6). The principle he has been discussing he has 
transferred to himself and to Apollos for their sakes. Pre­
cept must always be reinforced by example. 2. Here he 
strikingly exemplified the Christian grace of humility. He 
is a bold man who can exhort other people to learn lessons 
of spiritual import by a study of his own example; yet he 
bids them learn in him and Apollos, men of high station by 
divine gifts and grace, not to think of nien above that which 
is wriltten. And this would teach them not to be puffed up 
one against another: They had to recognize that all they 
have has been received, and leaves them without ground for 
boasting. 3. By personal example he challenges them to 
heroic conduct. The apostles themselves have ·taken the last 
place, as it were appointed unto death; and are made a 
spectacle to the world, to angels, and to nien. They are 
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fools for Christ's sake (vs. 11-13). He describes his ex­
,periences, not to shame !them, ,but to warn them of that 
which is expected of them. 
;I1I~ THE AUTHORITY OF SPIRITUAL SUPERIORITY. 

1. He addresses the Corinthian Christians as spiritual 
sons whom' he had begotten through the gospel, and tells 
them that 'though they hav.e ten thousand instructors, they 
could not have many fathers. The one whom God uses to 
lead another to Christ sustains a peculiar relationship to­
ward that person whjch no one else can sustain. 'This en­
tails a certain responsibility. This, Sunday School teachers 
should recognize. 3. It is a daring invitation Paul gives 
them when he says, "Be ye followers of me." And yet 
the course to which he iilvites they will take whether he 
invites or not. Every man will have his followers, his ad­
mirers, his disciples; and that is especially true of those 
who seek to influence in a spiritual direction. But Paul 
was a man with like passions' with us, and if he was given 
grace so to live that others might safely follow him, we 
should at least set before us· that high ideal (v. 16). 3. 
Paul sends Timotheus as his deputy to instruct them in 
apostolic ways, and inform them respecting apostolic teach­
ing. Where is a very practical lesson: Paul did not try to 
do all the work himself, but got someone else to help him 
do it. Teachers will be well 'advised to' get their senior 
scholars to do for them all that is possible, for in the doing 
of it they will be blessed themselves. '4. The severity of 
spiritual earnestness': the Apostle announces his intention 
of going to Corinth, and some evidently had assumed that 
he would not go. Corinth was evidently like other churches 
in which there are people who do much talking-and do little 
else. But he declares that he will come to them, and know 
the speech of those wJlo talk so much: .. He declares, that 
he may come with a rod, or in love. This apostolic ele­
ment of authority is not with us now in personal presence, 
but we have the same authority in the apostolic writings. 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION LESSON LEAF 

Vol. 111. T. T. SHIELDS, Editor. No.1. 

Lesson 5. First Quarter. Jan. 29th, 1928. 

IMMORALITY REBUKED. 

Lesson Text: I Corinthians, cliapter 5. 
Golden Text: "Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye 

may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even 
Christ our passover is sacrificed for us."-I Corinthians 
5:7. ' ' , 

1. THE NECESSITY ,FOR CRURCH DISCIPLINE. 
1. The Apostle laments the church;s reputation. For the 

church at Ephesus he gave thanks because he had heard of 
their faith in !the Lord Jesus, and love unto aU the saints. 
For the church, at Philippi he thanked God upon every re­
membrance of them for' all that they were known to be. To 
the Colossians he wrote that he gave thanks to God "since 
we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus; imd of tlie love which 
ye have to all the saints". The Thessalonians he commended 
as being "ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and 
Achaia, for from you sounded out the word of the Lord". 
But the church at CoriIith waj3 of another order, and it was 
commonly reported that within the church the greatest 
immorality obtained. The character of a church, like that 
of an individual, is more important than that of its reputa­
tion; but if the character is sound, the reputation is likely 
to be sound too. 2. The evil reported from the Corinthian 
church was of such a character as was not even named 
among the Gentiles. When sin lllBsquerades in a religious 
dress it is likely to be of a deeper dye, than when committed 
by men who make no religious profession.' Of all devils, 
the religious devil is the worst. 3. Paul strongly condemns 
their attitude of indifference toward wrong-doing. They 
were puffed up instead of mourning. Men often display their 
inner thought by their outward attitude toward good or evil. 
To condone wrong-doing is to make ourselves. partners with· 
evil. 4. Paul teaches the nece.ssity of separating the evil­
doer from the church (vs. 2-5). Moral surgery is a neces­
sity. The church, as well as the individual; must, not hesi-, 
tate to pluck out the offending eye, or to cut off the offending 
hand or foot. 5. The manner in which such discipline is to 

\ 

be exercised is here solemnly taught (v. 4). When they are 
assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus, for the glory of 
His name, for the honour of His gospel and of His church. 
Th~y must do what they do with !the power of thei,r Lord 
Jesus Christ. What a solemn lesson is here!-that even in 
matters of church discipline, where evil is' to be dealt with, 
and evil-doers are to be excommunicated, everytli'ing must 
be do~e in the power of the Holy Ghost (Y. 4). '6. A very 
solemn lesson is taught in verse 5. What does Paul mean 
by delivering one unto. S8Itan for the destruction Qf the 
flesh", etc.? A few scriptures will help us to understand. 
From the story of Job, in the first· and second chapters, we 
know that that upright' man was protected from the power 
of Satan by the hedge which God had put about him; imd 
Satan could touch him only by divine permission. We read 
in the New Testament that Christ came "to destroy him that 
·had· the power of .death, !that is the devil". The power of 
death represents the devil's limit of power. Therefore we 
learn from the Scripture that the devil has power to kill 
men. But Job's story teaches us th8lt so far as God's people 
are concerned, t\ley are protected by the hedge, which God 
has cast about them. It is not a mere figure of speech the 
psalmist employs when he says, "The angel of the Lord 
encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them." Were it not for GQd's angels, for the. hedge that 

, He has put apout us, the devil would kill us at once. ·It 
may be assU'med that the same truth holds in respect to the' 
Ungodly during their earthly probation; that is to say, God 
does not permit him who has the power of death to destroy 
any man until his iniquity, l~ke that of the Amorites, is full. 
'The case here would seem to be that of a believer who has 
fallen into an aggravated form of sin, and Paul recommends 
the church to come together in the name of Christ, and in 
His 'power, and solemnly to deliver such an one to Satan 
for the destruction. of the flesh, tQ .ask God to tak~ down 
the bars, to -let the devil have his way with' him so far as 
the flesh is concerned, in order that he may not longer dis­
honour the Lord, or ,work further injury to His cause,--one 
whose abiding in the flesh is no longer needful for anyone 
who seeks spiritual good. His body is to be given up to 
destruction in order that his spirit. may be saved in the day 
of the LQrd Jesus. ,Have we any examples of the outworking 
of this? May we not here have an explanation of the fatal 
stroke from heaven which fell upon Ananias; and Sapphira? 
II. ' PURGING OUT THE OLD LEAVEN. 
, 1. Evil, like 'leaven, .soon permeates the whole. The one 

bay apple in the basket may still serve' as an illustration. 
Let evil of any kind be condoned in a church, or in a be-

.liever's life, .and it will work like leaven, imparting its own 
nature to all that is about it until the whole lump is leavened. 
One bad boy in the school, one false teacher in the college­
these will work havoc among all the rest. 2. The apostle . 
here employs the figure of the passover·.feast. The passover 
feast was. to be eaten with bitter herbs and 'unleavened 
bread'- Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us; .and' if 
we would celebrate that Passover, and .really keep the feast 
there must be the bitte1;" herbs of repentance, and the un­
leavened bread of sincerity and truth. 3. Hence all known 
evil must be. abandoned and put away, both by the believer 
individually, and the church collectively. . 

I'll. THE BELIEVER'S RELATION TO TIlE· WORLD 
. ABOUT HIM, AND TO THOSE WHO PROFESS AND 

CALL THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS. 
1. As a general principle, they are admonished not to keep 

company with evil-doers (v. 9). This is the 'principle of the 
first psalm. 2. Yet he explains that this does not apply 
altogether to the ev:il-doers of this wprld (v. 10), "for then 
must ye needs go out of the world". Which is to say that it 
is impossible for a man to live in the world, and entirely 
separate himself from aU doers of evil. In business and 
other ways he will be compelled to have contact with evil 
so long as he is in the world. 3. But he explains his ad­
monition as applying to any man that is called a. brother as 
being "a fornicator, or covetous,.or an idolater, or a railer, 
Or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such.an one no ·not 
to eat". Thus while of necessity. we may have contact with 
men who are not ChriSltians, yet we are admonished not to 
keep the. company of a man who calls himself a brother, but 
'whose character and conduct are evil. 4. The conclusion of 
the whole matter is that they mUlilt put away from them­
selves that wicked person. 


