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'BEGS ADMISSION AT HER DOOR 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T . .shields. 
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(Stenographically Reported) 

"Beho1d, 1 stand at the door, and knock: if any man 'hear my voice, and open the door, 1 will come 
in to him,' and will sup with him, and he with me."-R!!v. 3 :20. . 

The seven epistles of the second and third chapters 
of this book were addr.essed to the seven churches of 
Asia, There is a sense, 'of course, in which they were, 
and are, addressed to all the professed disciple,s of the 
Lord Jesus Christ; but these particular messages were 
sent to churches, as such, in their colle.ctive capacity. 'In 
this seventh letter our Lord represents Himself as having 
been excluded from His own church; He is shut out of 
the assembly of the saints; they have made it impossible 
for Him to abide with them. 

I, 

IT IS THF.RJtFORJt POSSIBLJt FOR THJt LoRD JJtSUS TO BJt 
JtxCLUDJtD FROM HIS CHURCH; i,t is' possible to have a 
church without Christ, to have the organization, a 
company of. prof.e,ssed ·believers gathering 'in His name, ' 
professing His gospel, declaring allegiance to Him, pro
fessing to be engaged in the doing of His work, and yet, . 
with it all, to have exduded Christ from their fellowship. 
I gr.e~tly fear that even in oui" day there are many 
churches in which the Lord Jesus would not be at home, 
churches whose condition of life make it impossible for 
Him to abide with them', 

Some of our coloured friends have a simple. way of 
telling a great deal of truth, and I haye heard of one 
who tried to join a church. The minister was s.omewhat 
disturbed by his application, he did not want to admit 

the. coloured brother. He examined him, and found that 
he was sound enough in his profession, but he bade him 
tpink it over, and come to see 'him again. But the 
coloured brother did 'not come, and after a while the 
minister met him, and said, "Well, did you talk to ,the 
Lord about that matter we were discus~ing?" "Oh . yes, 
sir; I talked to the Lord about it." "Well, what did He 
say?" "Oh, He said, 'Never mind, Sam, don',t you ask 
them any more. I have bee,n trying to get into that 
church for a long time Myself, and they would not let 
Me in; So it'is no wonder Ithey shut you out'." 

The Lord does try to get into His church, but from 
many churches to-day He is utte,rly exduded. There is 
an article from "The Life of Faith" which I have re
printed in the current issue of The Gospel Witness, an 
article written by an Irish min'iste,r who had spent two or 
.three' months holidaying in England, roaming all over 
th~ country, and attending no less than three churches 
a day. And he gives it as his testimony that, religiously, 
England see,ms to be about as barren as ill: was when 
John Wesley began his work, urgently in need of revival 
without the Spiri't, without power, without the manifesta~ 
tion of the Divine Presen~ in the midst of His people. 

I fear there are many churches in this city into which 
a poor sinner might go without ever being made to feel 
his n.eedof Christ. I have sometimes been in homes 
not very of,ten, but occasionally, where I did not knoV: 

.I 
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whether thel"1e· was a ·husband or not. I, found out in- to disturb. anyone !That is ,the attitude ·of the ,mode,rn 
. directly that there was such an article of furniture!- church. 

but he had no place whatev,e,r in the government of the, They had a meeting in ;the City Temple ,in London 
house; he was utterly ignored by the mother and the some time ago presided over by Dr. Norwood, the pastor 
children; poor father hardly cOl:1nted for ·anything, -the Ci,ty Temple in which the great Joseph Parker 
although he was supposed to be the, head ,of ,the 'house. ministered the glorious gospel of the blessed God for so 
And tha;t is a picture of niany churches to-day, everybody many years-and at that meeting Ithey had someone 
is considered but the Lord Himself; never is it asked representing the Hindus, someo~ representing the Mo
what His will is, what His, plan lis, what His purpose hammedans, someone representing the Theosophists
in the life of the church ,is., I saw an advertisement of a ,nearly every anbi-Christian':culil: had its repres.e:ntative. 
church in Des Moines-and it was a Baptist Church, They 'sang, if I m.istake not, a Mohammedan hymn, The 

, They were to meet in the Shriners' Temple, the mayor British Weikly will never be charged with fanaticism 
was to spe,ak, and afterwards they were to have a service" ' under its pr,e,sent management, ~t will never be accused 
a kind of ~fter-service that wa~ to be:fi.dl of "p'ep", what- . of being ultra-orthodox, but even The British We~kly 
ever that lS! Popular sOl)gs would be sung, everybody had S9meth,ing to .say about that! ,In the record of the 
would be made to fee.! at home-=-:-everybody, I suppose, 'meeting the wri,ter s~d that if ,the apostle,s and Christ
but the Lord Himself, There was nev.er a suggestion ians of an ear,lier ,day had ·only learried such tolerance 
that His presence wa~ expected,. and .from the .. programme as was ~xel?plified at this City Temple me,eting, there 
I feel morally centam that HIS presence wduld not, he, would have been no martyr fires, there would have been 
experi.enced. no controversy, and there would have been no Christian-

It i,s possible, to exclude' Chrisil: from the church. It Jty! But that lukewaI1m attitude is the ,popular attitude 
would be possible to exclude Him from this church. In to-day.,' .' ,. 
time past we have lost some people, we have had to be I think m,uch may be' learned from an .e:ramination of 
willing that they shoulq go, and we have surviv,e,d. We'· the commendations and the condemnations meted out to 
can get 'along' without people, but oh, we cannot get the ather churches to which the, great Head of the church 
along without the LOrd. If He should leave'us, then we writes. The church at Ephesus was commended for this, 
should be of all churches most miserable. I ask you to "I know thy works, 'and thy labour, and .thy patience, and 
think Qf the possibility of 'our gracious Lord being .out- how ,thou canst not bear them which are evil"-there is 
side of our fellowship, not one of us; never in: the midst no lukewarmness other,e, no· ,attitude of tolerance there, 
of His people, withholding His power, 'withholding His and-"Thou hast tried them which say ibhey are apostles, 
blessing. and are not, ,and hast found them liars." That is an ugly 

word, is it not? But the church at Ephesus was actually 
'comrliended by the Lord of ·the church for r,e,cognizing, 
liars as such, They, were not perfect by any means, but· 
the Lord still abode with them; He was not shut out, . 
from that church whose ·attit'ude was so posiltive, toward 
good' and evil; toward truth' and untruth-. 

138t even thought He be excluded from the church, He 
is not shut out from the full knowle(lge of .all Jhat hap
pens the1"e. Read, these )~tters and you will fina' this 
characteristic of all of them: He says, "I know thy 
works." He, can know as much from the 'outside, as 
from the inside, for "all things, are naked and opened 
unto,the eyes of him wioth ,whom we have to do", . 

, II. 

But now I should like to can your attention, to SOMlt 
OF THlt CHARACTltRISTICS OF ,THE CHURCH FROM WHICH 
THE LoRD JESUS IS ExCLUDED. What was the outstand
ing charq,cte,1"istic of. the, chur,ch at Laodicea? It was 
this: "Thou art neither cold nor hot: I woU'ld thou were 
cold or hot. So then beo~us,e ,thou art lukewann, and 
neither ~old ·nor hot, I will spu'e thee out of iny 1110uth."· 
Ther,e, weJ"le no extremists in the crurch, of Laodicea! 
None of its ·members would ever be charged' with 
fanalticism! . They were middle-of-the-roaders;, they 
belie,ved in tolerance ;: they assumed· an attitu.de of 
neutrality; they' were not hot 'about ,anything, and they! 
were never cold toward anything~they were jU8!t'in the 
middle, always' betw,e,en the two; tliey 'were neither hot 
nor cold; they· were lukewarm, That is a very popular 
temperature with' some, people, spiritually, they like to 
live in the, Temperate Zone; they do not, want the h9t 
weather that ripens the fru~t, they do not ,want to be 

, exposed to the, cold blasts that make them move quickly 
about the Lord's work, they do not wanf to' he whe,re 
they will have to plow in· the cold: "The sluggard will 
not plow by reason .of the cold," They prefer a climate 
where. ther,e is neither winter nor summer, where it is 
always a v·ery agreeable tempera:ture-guaninteed not 

, -Then look at wha.t is' s~id of the c,:hurch at Smyrna, . 
"I know thy works, and 'rt:r:ibulatioI?-, 'and poverty (but 
thou: art rich) and I know' the blasphemy of them' which 
say the!' 'are Jews and are not"-'say one thing, but are 
somethmg .e,lse--:-"But are the synagogue of Satan. Fear 
none of those things which rt:'hou shalt suffer: behold, 
the devil sha,lI ,cast some of you into prison, thai!: ye may' 

. be tried ~ and ye shaH have tribulation ten days: be thou 
faithful unto death, and I wj].1 giv.e, thee, a crown of lif.e." 

,They, too, were fir:mly grounded, and, .the Lord of the', 
church knew, that in th~ time of testing they would 
actually go into prison and sufl)er tribulationl but He 
promised the,m viatory, 

Then look at th'e church' all: P,e,rgamos: "I -know thy 
works, and where thou· dwellest, eV,e,n where Satan's 
seat is:. and thou holdest fast my name,. ~nd _hast not 
denied my faith, ev,~n in those days wherein' Antipas wa's 
my (aithful martyr, who was ?lain among you, where 
Satan dwelle,th." Th~y ,were commended. because they, 
had held fast His nam~, and had not 'denied His faith· 
even in time of tri'al, and He wa's stiH with them: But 
He warns ,them. of their great defect, "I have a few 
things against ,thee, b.~cause thou hast there them th3:t 
hold the ·doctrine of Balaam" who taught Balac to cast 
a stumbling -block ibefore the children of Israel, to eat i 
things sacrificed unto idols, and ito comm~t fornica,tion. 
So hast thou aliSO them that' hold the doctrine 0·£. the 

Nicolai1Janes, 'which thing I hate,." Two false doctrines 
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~ere repre~ent.ed, ~nd the Head ~f the church ~om- .. well as !in doctrine:. yve must do the first works as well 
plain ed, not that as a chur:ch they behev~d these. doctru~es,. a~ hold the first prmc1ples. / 
not that they were intolerant, but that :they were tolerant , . I hav,e. nO.t time to go into details, but I caJI your at
toward them. He' said, "Y,e. suffer things which I hate! . tention to this, that in ev·ery instance the Lord commends 

. Repent; or"' else ~ will come unto 'thee quickly ,and will them for their' positive a.ttitude, hot or cold, one or the 
fight against them :with the sword Df my mouth." . oth.er, but· lukewarmness is impossible to. H~m. They 

My dear friends, a church cannot suffer fals~ doctrine, w~re ev.e,n commended for hating certain things: "But 
and at the same time enjdy the presenc~ and "p~wer of. I. th~s t?~u. hast .that thou ha~est. ~he deeds .~f the., 
God. A denomination cannot. invite to Its pulpits men. N1cDlaltane,s, which I also hate. I'read some time ago 
who will 'say: "And ~ow· after !the "lapse Qf all the in~'" that the. most. dangerous temperature' at ~hic? anyone 
.tervening centurie.s, .it is stiU an open quesbion wQether coul? keep their h~)U~e was somewhere about s~xty-d:hree 
after all it was not misleading to . .ca~l Jesus the Christ",' to. s~xty~fiv.e, If It w.e.re colder O?~ woul~ stir up the 
an~ enjoy God's presence, :r'~ree weeks ~go a man stoDd. fire, ~r af 1t..were \~armer y~u wouI~ be hkely to open 
in the Bloor Str;eet Baptist" Church who IS the author. of the wmd?~s and let m some,aJ1r: But at that te~perat1:1!::e, 
th~ saying I have qUDted. They k~ew:, who he w,as, they hecause. It 1s·tole.rable, one IS hkely to endure l:t, .and m 
knew that he was WDrse than a Umtanan, that.h1s bODks the attempt to take a. very, severe· cold. In .thlS c~urch 
are' crammed full Df infidelity. Here·is· anDtherquota;-··.. when: tJ:1e tempe~ature dechn~s ~et ~s nDt fall to. stir up. 
t". . . . the t:urnace agam', -for. then It IS time 'to put Dn a few 
Ion. .extra cDa,I's. We ar·e nev.er safe while we are lukewarm. 

- "It is doubted whether any absolute EPCternal authority Do not let us be afraiid to' be called ~tremists and fanat- . 
in matters of faith has been provided· or is needed. .. h . f h Lo d f . h H' 
'Similarly it is doubtea .whether· the series of events .. : lCS m t e service 0. t e r, or we cannot av.e. IS 
recorded ~s occurring at the beginning of the Christian 'abidin~ pre~ence so long as. we are lukewarm. . 
faith, or at any s.tate o~ its progress, arc: to b~ con~idered 
as supernatural in the sense commonly mtended hlthe~to 
by that terni. Similarly,' also the ·q~estion'!'hether the~e 
was an original supernatural depOSIt, and, if so, what It . 

. was, is now open 'to perfectly free discu~sion, with~ut.pre- . 
judice to the Christian. c.haracter of hIm :who raIses th~-
question." . I ,. 

Or again: 

Growing out Df thrut lukewarmness there is, how.t;ver, 
another characteristic which I think "/ ought to name. 

. It is self-righteousn,e~s, ."Because thou 'say,est, I am rich, 
and ancreased with . goods, and hav.~ need of nothing." 
That 'is char~oteristiC of the modern church. - I remember 
preaching a sermon in ·thfs church SDme years ago when 
Dne of the d~acDns said 11:0. me, "NDW, Pastor, I think 

. f your sermDn was all right. . I think it wDuld have done" . "It is even possible ..•. that if all the,teachings 0 .. 
Jesus were brought together in the 'exact form in which .~I give you his ~xact wor~s"":""I think it wDuld have 
he gave them there might. be founi!. among them some done 'fDr W:almer Road or Bloor Street; .. but our dear 
that would not. commend themselves as fixed, and final to people in Jarvis Street do not need tha-t kind Df thing" I . 
the faith of the most intelligent and devout Christians ,! They did need it, and they needed .it badly,' out wherever of the present day. Men. cannot·be ~al1ed up0!l to believe 
things simply because of the name that IS attached y~ufind that atti,tude of smug complacency, you will find 
to them." if very difficuLt- to pr.e.ach the gDSpel, and yDl! will preach 

And one-third o'f. the members ohhe Senate Df McMaster wi,thout the presence and power Df the Spirit Df· God. 
, . The peopl~ who. are "rich" and "incr,e.ased with goods" 

Univer.sity Flr~ members and Dffici~ls in the church which' wlill not ,tolerate tl:l,~ gospel of the blood. There is no 
invited the 'senii-infidel Professor George' Cross. to a . doctrine that is more cDrdially hated to-day than that 
Bapbist church!' Why, ~y brethren, you cannDt have that . which declares .tha-t Jesus'C,hrist" di'ed for Dur sins. ac
in· the pUlpit, ancJ.:.at the same .time .~njDY the presence and cording to' the Scripture .. Soriieone may say, "Why shDuld 
and· power Df 1 esus Christ-"Thou ha~'t a:lso them that' I need to h~ 'Yashed in the blood? I am perfectly re-. 
hold t?e·d?ctriri0f Balaam-that.:hold·the .doc!rine Df spectaJble, thank you. It is all very well. for a dDwn-lI:own 
the N1colaltane~. .' .' . . : mission' somewhere, for' the down-and-outs." A former 

Then' Dnce more the. church at 'I'hyatira is addressed mem'q,er said to. me Df tQis church, "YDU want to make 
after' this fashion, "Notwithstanding. I have a: few things· Jarvis S'tr.e.et into a missiDn. This i~ a cht).rch, ithis is nDt 
against th~e, Because thou suff~resrt that woman J ~zebel, a. niission." "Well,'" I . said, "if :it 'is not a mission it'is 
which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce' . not a church, for every churc;h has a missiDn." Oh yes;' 
my ser-vants." They were riDt bla-m~d for her teac:hing, Hie gospel of the bIDOQ' Df ··Christ, salvatiDn thrDugH the 
they w.e.re nDt blamed JDr b.el~eving 'Wha~ she taught; but blood, is all right for the .drul,1ken man, and people who are 
,!hey were blamed ~o~ permlt~mg her to. teach, for suffer- ragged, and have goI1: dp'.'I'n into th.~ ditch, but surely a re
m~ her. The Laodlcean church ~ere SQ .tolerant of.. ev,ery~ . spec:table body." Df people like ourselves don't need that I 
thmg, ,they' were so lukewarm, that not~mg offend~i:l them. Whenever peDpl~ assume -that attitude tDward the gDspel, 
at all; and fro~ t?em the Lord ha? wlthdr~wn Hl~ ~r~s- YDU may be sur-e the Lord will be 'aJ?sen:t frDm that 
ence. I ~n0'Y It. IS popular to. behtt1e ,the ·lmportarce Df '. people. We ar.e. this evening·to gather. at the Supper Df 
the dDctrmes Df -the gospel, but I am sure that no church the Lord and we are to remember Him-hDw are we to. 
can suffer the· denial Df the.se things, :without suffering; . rememhe~ Him? Did He tell us· to remember His teach
at the same ti1Jl~, .the withdrawall of the .pre~ence an~.· ing? His example? No! He took the bread and brake 
power ~f ~he Spmt .Df God. A~d what .IS true Df t~e it and said, "This is my body, which is brQken for YDU: 
church IS Just las true of a c;oll~t1Dn Df churches, call It this do in remembrance Df me." And He took the wine 
a denominatiDn,: or what you will. and said, "This cup is .th~ new test1a.m~nlt in my blood: 

But it is no.t dDctrine Dnly: these various churches are this do ye, as Df.t as ye .drink it, in remembrance of me. 
com,mended or· c(Jndemned for their works. Let us re- FDr as often a~ ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
member therefDre .that we must be sound in practice .as do show"-What ?-"the Lord's deail:h tiill he .C9ffie." He 

, 

' .. 
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wrappe,d up the greail: central truth of the gospel, and 
said to us, "Whatever you forget, never forget that I 
died for you. Whatever you preach, ,or fail ,to preach, 
never cease to proclaim the .de,ath of Christ."· . 

But you cannot proclaim it in self-satisfied churches. 
I know of a certain superintendent, not a Baptist, who 
less than two years ago when addressing stude,nts who 
were going out to preach the gospel; advised them not to 
preach the doctrine of the blood I Think of it, ofFicially 
advised the,se young men to ignore the blood I Why? "I 
am rich, and increased wi,th goods, and have need of 
nothing." That is the attitude. And, my friends, we have 
come to that in our own Denomination. You mark my 
words, we hav.e, in one of our own professox:s in McMaster 
the forerunner of a procession; the ·man who openly de
clares that he does not Ibdieve that Christ endured the 
punishment of our sins, who belittles the blood of 'Christ 
as 'a means of salvation, the presence of that man do,e,s not 
prophesy blessing; it prophesies deal"1th and barrenness in 
the Denomination from which our Lord Jesus is thus ex
clud~d. Ther'e is no room for a gospel of grace where 
people are "rich and increased in goods." That AS for 
the bankrupt, that is for the people who have nothing I 
And in our day that is the- prevailing attitude: men are 
saved by the,ir own righteousness rather than the right
eousness of Christ. 

III. I 

BUT HE STANDS AT THE DOOR AND KNOCKS He knocks 
with His bleeding hand. I wonder -if any of 'us hav'e ex
clude? Him from our hearts? I wonder are any· members 
of ,thIS ch~rch conscious of being out of f,e,llowship witl:h 
J esus '~hnst? I wonder if there are any here this evening 
who are not in communion with Him Who comes knock-
ing, bidding us open the door to Him? \ 

Sometimes He knocks with a rod, just as you kno~k at 
the door with a stick, sometimes He comes that way: 
"As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten." I think iii: 
ought to be our daily prayer that He would rebuke and' 
chasten ·us as a church, that He would not suffer us to 
depar,t from Him, but that He will lay His rod upon us 
rather than allow us to forsake our first love. I would 
rather have another revolution in this church, I would 
rather have anything, I do not care what it" is, anything, 
than lose the presenc.e, and the saving power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. ("Amen") Oh let us be on our guar.d let 
us be watchful daily. "As many as I love, I rebuke 'and 
chasten." 

And you who al"e the Lord's p,e,ople, be careful as in..' 
dividuals. "Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth," If ·you are 
without chastening, "rt:he,n ,are ye bastards, and not sons." 
"Oh," you say, "things are going beautifully with ine. I 
have no kind of trouble at all. I am just as happy as the 
day ,is long"! Well, that is how it ought to be, and if you 
are in fellowship wiil:h the Lord, you may prai'se Gpd that 
that is so; but it is a sad day when a: professing Christian 
can be comfor.talbl~ while out of fellowship with the Lor.d. 
Be carefullest He lay His rod upon you, lest He chasten 
that He may bring you to Himself. ' . 

'I'hus He knocks and calls by His Word, that we should 
come back. to Him, and, blessed be His name, He wiU 
come in to us. "If any man hear my voice"-my friends, 
He cannot come into the church as a church. The church 
is made up of individuals, and al,though He is speaking 

to ,the church, He says, "If any man hear 'my voice"; we 
must receive Him individually. I should like to say th~s to 
you members of Jarvis Street Church, r~solve before God 
that if blessing should be lost in this place itt shall not,be 
lost through you; let each one say: "If the. Lord should 
depart from this place, I will see to ,it H~ will not depart 
from my heart; I.shall albide in Him, and let His word 
abide in me." 

I hear people praying sometimes in the prayer me,eting, 
"Lord, if there be anything in our hearts displeasing to 
Thee, take 1t away."-Ife will do nothing of the, kind, 
He will never take it away. I will tell you what He 
will do: He will reveal it to you, and tell you to put it 
away, that is His method, He do,e,s not come violently 
upon us, but by !the light of His Word He will show us 
the evil, and say, "There it is~there i,t is;-there it ~s
put off. the old ,man with hi!! deeds, put him off." He 
calls us into co-op~ration with Himself a1ways, He ener
gizes the human will. 

He comes back when we open the door. He could break 
it in df He woula, but He says rather, "I stand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and ope,n the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he 
with me," That is His way-"I will come in." . 

That is a very simple thing, but I wonder if you could 
se~ the I..;otd J e~us walk down this aisle to-night and .ta~ 
HIS ·place on thIS platfonn, and b~ assured unmistakably 
that the Lord is in the midst, what then would the pres
ence of a~yone else ma'tter ? Would you think of the 
person beSIde you? If H.~ ,were, in the midst, what would 
y<;lU, think of-last week's business? Your likes and your 
dIslIkes? I venture to say tha.t if our faith could see Him 
if. we could ~e absolutely sure that the sam~ Jes~ts Wh~ 
dIed for us IS actually in the midst of His people, He 
would monopolize our thoughts, we should think of noth
ing, of no one, but ,the Lord Himself. Listen, "If any 
man hear my voic.e" and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sdp with him, and he with me." I don't care 
who else comes, I want the Lord to come ,to church; it 
makes but little difference whether w.~ have few 01' many, 
if only we have Him. And, my friends, if everyone of 
us will open the door and let Him in, it will be, impossible 
for us ever to meet in' this place without all ,the assembly 
knoWiing that the Lord God Himself is in the midst of us. 
Oh, will you plead that promise? Will you tell Him, 
"Lord J,e,sus, Thou hast 'said 'I will corne in' and I have 
opened the door?" As you do it, He will enter. and take 
possession, no matter what the house is like. Do not stop 
to sweep it up and put things in order: open, th~ door. 

I have sometimes surprised people, as every pastor has. 
Somebody has knocked at the door, and ,they thought it 
was the, butcher, or !the baker, or the candlestick maker. 
Once I was mistaken for a rag man! I went early one 
afternoon and knocked at a door, The door was im
mediately opened, and a woman stood there with a· dish 
in one hand ·and a il:owel in ,th~ other, washing the dishes. 
"Oh," she. said, "Pastor, I thought it was the ragman"! 
She had heard a man going down the street calling, "Rags, 
bones, ·bottles", and she supposed it was he who was at 
the door. "Wen," I said, "I am glad you did not know it 
was I, or I suppose, I should have had 1\:0 wai,t until you 
got your best bib and tucker on, or you might not have let 
me in at .all," Sometimes I have gone to the door, and 
have heard someon'e hurrying around putting the chairs 
in order, and straighte,ning up the room, because a strang
er had corne. Will you let the Lord wait outside until 

J. 
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you have straightened up? Let Him in, and' you will find 
that things wi.ll be put in order as soon 'as He comes in; 
only let the church op.~n the door to Him and when you 
have Him you have everything. 

No, it lis not burning eloqu~ce ,in the pUlpit we need, 
it is the presenc.t; of the Lord·; it is not music-I love 
music, and we have it, everyone is in the choir in' Jarvis 
Str-eet. Dr. Gillon, Dr. Pettingill,. and I do not know how 
many others, say, "I have never he:ard people sing as they 
do :in Jarvis Street." I never hear it an)"Where else my
self. "Let the p.~ople pr,aise thee, 0 God; let all the people 
praise thee"-let the choir sing, and let all -the people sing 
as well. That is how we ought to sing, to praise the, Lord 
for making me,lody in our hearts, J3ut it ~s not music 
we need, any kind of music. It is not money we need 
primarily, although we need that. If you know of any
one who has a minion dollars', just 'send him to me! I 
want at least a million right now; or any amount of money 
for the Lord's wor~. I wish you would begin to pray for 
money, money for Des Moines University, money for our 
Seminar,}" money for The Gospel Witness, money for our 
church. We need money-bu.t we need something far 
more than money, we need the presence of the Lord. 
And if this 'Pror:nise is fulfilled t9 us, "I will come in", 
tht,:,n we shall have plenty, there will be no lack. ~ 

IV. 
And what will happen? WHEREVER HE COMES, THERE 

IS A DANQuE'r, "I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him." Did you ever notice that? You' have always though.t 
of doing -the sltpping yourself, nave you not? "Oh, I am 
so hungry, so thirsty," you say, "I wish He would come 
in and satisfy this soul of mine." But that is not w,hat 
He says. He says, "I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him." I wonder what He, means? What do you 
suppose He means ? You know how you look after your 
guests, do you· not ? You know that you are particularly 
oareful, if you have made a feast in someone's honour and 
he accepts your invitation, and comes in, you ar.e, very 
particular to see that that person at lea:st is well served, 
for he has come to sup with you. How does -the Lord 

. Jesus sup Wllth us? We cannot giv,t; Him bread and wine, 
we cannot mini·ster to His !body. Does it mean that the' 
Lord Jesus finds special enjoyment tin the 'assembly of the 
saints? 'Vhen I accept an invi~ation ,to' dinn~r, I tell you 
frankly it is not for the sake of the dinner,-I have never 
yet found it impossible to get a good dinIJ,er at home-I 
do not 'go out for the sake of th.~ dinner: I go for the sake 
of the company. Does it'mean that the Lord Jesus comes 
for the sake of our company? Does He !beg an invita
tion of our hands, "Open the door, and let mecom~ in, 
and I will sup with you"? . 

I 'wi11tell you what I think it means,' Ybu remember 
what Jesus said outsid~ Samaria when they ·came with 
their material ministry and said, "Master, ea-t"? He said, 
"I have meat to eat that ye know not of." He had supped 
with someone. With whom? W·ith the woman who sat 
a,t His fe.e,t, and heard His' words. And you know when 
you teach Sunday School for the sake of the Lord Jesus, 
and when you give ,a cup of cold water -in the name of a 
disciple, and that little child takes that cup of cold water, 
He says, "Inasmuch a's y,e. have done it unt~ one of the 
1east of these my brethren, ye have done tit unto me"
that is when, He sups with us. And when the Lord Jesus 
is lin the midst, ,th~,choir do not sing for the sake of being 

heard, or of showing how they can sing: they sing for the 
glory of God, they sing that He may sup with them. The 
teacher does not teach merely for ,the sakt; of having a' 
large class, but .teacheD in order tnat his or her scholars 
may be saved. And whatsoever he, or she does, it is done 
for the glory of God; and He comes in and sups with us; , 
~e has fellowship with us in all this work, and we sup 
with him. 

You housewives know that on some occasions it is a 
little embarrassing if the se,nseless man of the house 'brings 
two or three people home wlith him to dinner when you 
did not expect them. Is that not so? These men, you 
know, imagin~ -the pantry jos always full, and it does not 
make a bit of difference if you take a half dozen people 
home :to sit down! But the woman in the kitchen knows 
better, and if you are going to invite pro,ple home for 
dinner, you had better see there ,is something on the 
table. I 'Went to a home o~ day in .the days when people 
used gre.e,n tea, and there were some other callers there. 
These callers did not g.~ along wIth 'green tea very well, 
and they used to take sbme black tea with them for them
selves. They took it everywher,~ they went. I have been 
haH tempted -to do that same thing myself sometimes
especially down Sou.th. But these p.epple used to go about 
and visit, and when ttea time came, the lady would ask, 
quite diplomatically, jf her hostess 'Would mind making 
her some tea out of her own bag. And do you know what 
happ,e,ned? She offended everyone, nobody liked it at all. 
But our Lord Jesus comes, and He. brings His supplies 
with Him. It is just like Elijah coming to the widow. 
You remember he said, "I have come, to stay with you a 
while. Go and bring me something to eat." "Oh," .she said, 
"I did not expect anyone to dinner to-day. Beside, time,s 

'are hard, and I have just got a little meal in a barrel, and a 
little oil in a cruse, and I was just going out to gather 'a 
few sticks to hake it for myself and my· son, that we 
might eat and die, . There is a famine in ,t~ land." But 
Elijah said, "Never mind, you go and make me a cake 
6.rst; for thus sai-th the Lord God of Israel, The barrel 
of meal shall not waste, n~ither shalltthe cruse of oil fail, 
until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth." 
And so that poor widow, with only a little oil, made a cake 
for the man of God; and she .found .that she had more 
left than w:he,n she started, T,he next day she went on 
making ·cakes for the man of God and herself and her 
son, and ,there was no end of' tthe meal or ,of the oil
because the man of God came and supp.e,d ~jth her. 

So, my friends, if we open our hearts to the Lord 
Jesus and let Him come in, ~ will bring all the fulness 
of Heav,e,n's treasures with Him; it will be like having a 
multi-miHionaire come to ~iv~ with you.. How would 
you like <that, for some man to go home with you to-night, 
if you knew he, was worth mil'lions and millions, and he 
were to say to you, "Now, do not trouble about the gas 
bill, or the electric Light bill, or the butcher, or the baker. 
Give al~ I\:he bills to Ine. I will pay them for you"? That 
would be, fine, woul<;l. it not, to have someone living with 
you to whose resources there was no end? That.is just 
what our Lord Jesus wants to do. He win come in with 
us and sup with us, and we w:i.th Him. 

I have often wondered how it must have ,felt to be with 
the disciples' there in that upper room !When Jesus'took 
the bread and gave ~t to His discipl~s, and .they received 
it at His hand; and when, after supper, He took. the cup 
and gave it to them, and they received, it at His hand, 

I 



, 
6 (590) THE GOSPEL WITNESS January 5th~ 1928 

. .J' ~ 

and' He said, "Take ,~at; this is my body ..... This is my . ·Have you been "buried with him by baptism into death: 
blood of, the n~w testament". Do you receive the ele- ; that Eke as Christ was raised up from .the ,dead by th~ 
ments of the Communion at -the hand of the Lord J,e,sus? glory of the Father, even'so we alsq should' walk in new
Do you receive them only from the deacons who serve ness, of life>!? Have you come out of' Egypt under the 
you, or do you say, "I sit at the King~~ 'banqueting table ;" .. sprinkt~d blood? Have you gone through ~he Red Sea?' 
and as He sups withm,e., I sup .with Him"? Let us' Are you living··a new life? If you are, you may expect 
examine ourselves -that we may eat worthily. I wonder . the manna, and the water from the rock; men will eat 
what worthiness we need to come ,to the TaJble' of the angels' food. May the Lord help 'us thisriight. . . 
Lord? Can 'anyone, tell me? .The only worthiness I know Let us pray: l3ring us to.Thy T:abl~, 0 Lord, by Thy 
is. this: to feel that we are so· utterly unworthy that we .. grace, ,trusting ,only in the merit of Jesus Christ. How
depend upon the righteousness of -Christ alone. That is .. ever ·unworthy we are, make the worthine~s of -Jesus 
the thing. thad: makes 'us . worthy. . . Chnist very real. to us. Let.us trust Him, and ob.ey Him, 

Have you ,trusted Him? Have, you believed tin Him as as' we do this in remembrance of Him. We ask it in the 
your Saviour? Have you rec,e,ived Hhn into your heart.? name of Jesus Christ our Lord'. Arne,n. 

News from' the Front 
BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO. . 

When some weeks ago we held a meeting in Beileville, we 
had probably two hundred and fifty or three hundred people 
in the City Hall. One of the papers' said' the City Hall was' 
packed to the doors. This was not strictly accurate. It is 
true that it was full to the doors, but there were some seats 
elsewhere that were not filled. Still it was a fine gathering, 
especially in view of the fact that we had no organization, 
but went there simply to give our testimony. . 

A week or· so later, Dr. Farmer and his helpers visited 
Belleville, and this time the mee't"ing was held in the Belle- . 
ville Baptist Church. On the occasion of our going there 
an advertisement was 'put iIi the paper, signed by the Chair
man and Secretary of the Deacons' aoard, informing the' 
people of Belleville that the Victoria Avenue Baptist CQu'rCh 
had nothing to do with our meeting. We suppose, however, 
that the whole organization was .be.hind Dr. Farmer's meet
ing. One of the Belleville papers which was sent. to us 
reported a very small attendance, and we have received 
information from the inside that the attendance numbered 
thirty-six. 

We were informed that ·Dr.· Far~er an,n,ounced to tl).e. 
whole thirty-six that he was willing to meet Dr. 'Shields 
anywhere, on 'any platform. 'We are aware' that people 
sometimes receive wrong impressions, and it may be that 
.the person wlio heard.,what Dr.' Farmer said, did not alto
gether understand him. But in ord~r to make sure, we 
publish the following open letter to Dr. Farmer. A marked 
copy of this issue of The Witness, with a . covering note, will 
be sent by registered mail to Dr. Farmer, so ~s to ensu~e 
his receiving it. This is our le:tter: 

"Dr. J. H. Farmer, 
McMaster University,' 

Toronto, Canada. 
Dear Dr. Farmer: 

. Toronto, Cana,da,·. . 
January 2, 1928. 

I am informed, whether correctly or itot I' cannot 
say, that on the occasion of your recent visit to BellEi
ville you announced to' the congregation there assembled 
that you would be willing to meet Dr. Shields on any 
platform, to discuss the issues before the Denominl1tion 
to-day. 

I hope you were correctly reported, and if you were, 
I assume that you stand ready to fulfil your promise? 

This is to say that I !lm prepared to' meet you .. on any 
platform you may designate, at any time,·' provided 
only ~ am given sufficient. notice so that the time pro
posed will not conflict witll any other previous engage-
~rt . 
, May I add to this that I should'.De glad to meet at 
the same time, not only yourself, but .Chancellor Whid
. den, Dr. John MacNeill, Professor Marshall, Dr. Geo. 
T .. Webb, and any 8Illd all others whqm you may like to 

. have associated with you. . 
. Statements' you have made: on different occasions in 
~y al:isence hav~ been reported to me, and I' .should be 
most happy to have you repeat those statements in my 
hearing where I would have an opportunity to reply to 
you in the presence of the... same people to whom these 
statements were made.' . 

At the meetings we have held in different· places, we 
have, on every occasiol}, invited. anyone in the audience 
to ask any question, or to make 'any remark at any 
.time. To this practice }. understand, in some meetings 
at least, you have objected. This is to inform you that 

. " wherev'er you hear ofa meeting being held in opposition 
to McMaster's M;odernism, please consider yo~rself, or 
some· of your asso~iates, to be invited to attend, to 
share in the meeting and ask 'as many questions as may 
be desired. 

Hoping to hear from you at an e8;rly d~te, I am, 
Very sincerely yours,. 

, 
.'- ;. 

(Signed) Thomas T. Shields." 

KITCHENER, ONTARIO. 
. I . . 

On Sunday,' January 1st, in co;n,pimy with Rev. E. A. 
Brownlee, and Mr. Wm. Fraser, we went to Kitchener, 
having an afternoon meeting which we held at two o'clock 
in the Lyric Theatre. Rev. H. A. Ackland, of Hespeler, 
occupied the Chair. The Theatre 'is a large building, having 

. fifteen hundred and· seventy-five chairs. It was not full, 
but there was a large gathering of five or six hundred 
people. Rey. Andrew Imrie, who was present" in.formed us 
that he had communicated by telephone with Dr. Farmer 
tlie Friday evening precedi~g, informing him' of the meet
.ing, and inviting him to be prese~t :and to bring anyone 
with him to share in the discussion of the afternoon. But 

I , 
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neither Dr: Farmer', nor anyone repr~sentmg him or his 
cause, put'it:t an appearan«~ .. , The people-:-yes, the people, 
the common, ordinary, ·everydaY, people, who believe the 
Bible to be the Word of God, who .have' had ·an experience 
of His· red~eming grace, will draw. their o~n conclusions· 
at last. 

no attempt to answer the charges. we make against the 
Convention and its Boards, particularly McMaster Univer
sity, which, .wEl belie:ve, have been proved up to the hilt. 
They are concerned because some reflection is cast upon 
the "meli. whose position and· experience, as you well know, 
enable them to know' intim~tely a~d at first hand the work 

'being carried on .by the several· Boards-men, many of whom 
.{ by· long years of splenqid· service have· won for theinselves 

COLJ..IER ST. REGULAR BAPTIST CHURCH, BARRiE. the absolute confidence of our people, a confidence ,that has 
. .. bee~ r.epeatedly expressed". . Th~y ·deplore our campaign 

The friends and members of the Collier St. Regular Baptist 
CJturch, Barrie, Onta~io,' organized early this summer, spent "so persistently carried on for. the disruption. of the 
an enjoyable time together last Thursday evening, December churches". They' know very ·well that our campaign is .in. 
29th. A.fter supper, at which about seventy were present,· defense of, the faith, .and if a defense of the faith disrupts 
.they adjourned to the church '·auditorium for a. song s.ervice, the church,. we cannot help it;" ,for we must stand for the 

faith .. 
where they were joined by. a number who were unable to be ' 

· present earHer in the evening. D'uri~g· the eveping an illus- All' they have ·to say about' our ,'chin'ges is that they are 
t:t:at~d lecture on the ,life of Christ was given, which "\'las' "false". It is the old cry of "liar". That is the resort of 
both interesting and· profitable. 'rhro,ugh .. the generosity. ~nd the criminal when he knows all the evidenc~ is against him. 

· energy of. the ·Women's Society; alterations .,on the" newly- The Executive denies the' charge that any ·one Board dom-
acquired church property are almost,completed. ·The Collier inates the Convention in: its' policy. We do not suppose that 
St: Church reports increasing congregations, two well at-' th,e Board of Governors· of McMaster University ever did 
tended ·prayer m~etings weekly, a -growing Sun,?ay ~chool; pass a formal resolution demanding submission of a.11 the 
while a Young' Pe~ple's 'Society,s ,being .organized. . ,.other Bpards.· They had a better way than that! They saw 

Rev. T .. 1., Stockley, Dean·· of Toronto Baptist Seminary, to it th;:tt one of "their members· became Chairman of the 
visited the church '8: .fe;w Sun!iays .ago, and was a'ineans of. Honie MisisoI;.l Board; another, ChairIl).an of the· Board of 
blessing to.,the·,congregatio~. D.uring Jahuary,.·R~v.:C. J. Religiou~ Education; another, ·Chairman of the Foreign ,Mis
Loney and Mr. ·Win. Fraser· will" visit Collier Str~et. . - . sio~ B08;rd; and then they had one of their professors elected 

JARVIS STREET 'NEWS •. 

The week-end in Jarv:is Street Chur.ch was fu11 of bless-
ing. A wa,tchnight· se~ice was combined with: the regular 
prayer meeting, the service beginning at 'nine' o'clock and 
eontinui~g until past .the ciidnight hour. Th~ Lecture Ha11 
was fi.ll~d in ~very part, and the· presence of the Lord wa~ 
very real. Sunday morning, C?n account· of the Pastor's 
going to .Kitchener,· Dean Stockley preached, and the service 
was a rich treat to all. Deail Stockley's sermon appears 
elsewhere in this issue. 

• .' I 

Sunday evening the service was conducted by; Dean Stock- ' 
ley, the Pastor returning from· Kitchener in t·ime to baptize 
four candidates and deliver a brief message; after which 
there was a .large Communion Service filling the downstairs 
of the auditorium, when, twenty-eight new members were 
received into church feil~~ship.. . 

The usual New Year's 1\!orning Meeting was held Monday 
morning at ten o'clqck in the church. auditorium. There. was 
a large attendance, and the meeting was one of happy fel
lowship. , Some were present whose connection with the 
church went back to the days· of Bond Stre~t. The Pastor 
gave 'as t~e motto for j;he year, "To every man .his work". 

I 1 

I . " , ' • . ., :. I:" 
'1 .: I •. t 'II' 'I 

A CIRCULAR LETTER. FROM· THE CONVENTION Q 

EXECUTIVE. 

. We have .before us a copy of a letter signed by: W. H. 
Langton and C. E. McLeod, ~resident .and SElcretary, respec- . 

· tively, of the I;Japtist Convention of Ontario and .Quebec. 
This letter is, apparently, sent in bulk ·t~ various churches 
to be· ·mailed by the churches to every individual ·member 

. of the ch~rch. I The letter is a characteristic . one. There is 
DC;) appeal to the authority of God's ·Word; ihe!~ is absolut~li 

\ 

Chairman of, the Superannu~ted Minist~r!'l" Board· (this 
chairmansHip ·may since hllve been changed);· another Mc
Master. devotee; Rev. ·W .. E. Hodgson, was Secretary of 
the Church Edifice Board-all the Boa:t:ds t~gether being an 
interlocki,lI:~ directorate ·c;iominated by McMaster University. 

Tl\e Executive assures, the . churches of their 'confidence in 
respect to the outcome· of the ·present "disrupting cam
paign". That being .so, everybody ~ught to be happy. We 
are absoiutely sure that the rudest awakening McMaster 
University ever received is awaiting her sonie little distance 
in the future. For example: we supposed that the Dufferin 
Street Church would stand about one hundred per cent. for 
McMaster Univerity. We· knew that a few Fundamental
ists hatt withdrawn from that church to unite with other 
churches in Toronto. We knew that the Pastor, Rev. Edgar 
Allen·, though at one time one of the most outspoken oppon-' 
ents-'-and that at a time when McMaster was exceedingly 
orthodox· in comparison with what it is to-day-had thrown 
the full ·weight of his influence on the side of McMaster 
University: We supposed therefore that any vote taken 
in Dufferin Street would support McM·alSter Un~versity 
with practical 'unanimity. ·And yet a few weeks ago, 
when the denominational issue was discussed and voted 
upon, the vote stood fifty-six to thirty-seven in support of 

-McMaster. Even in Dufferin Street, after others had left, 
a majority of only nineteen in support of ·the Conventionl ' 
Are the denominational leaders still blind to the handwrit
ing on the wall? Is this the kind of preparation needed 
for· :r:aising p,500,OO·O? 

.,., • I' 

. "in this· ·connection, lElt, ·us 're-announce· that preparations 
are beihg ,made for the holding of meetings· all through the 
two provinces; and we expect in a short time to be able to 
pubUsh many interesting reports. . Meanwhile we give it as 
our opiniop., that never since the controversy started w~s 
the outlook for Fundamentalists and Fundamentalism as 

. ,bright as ·it. is to-day. Our Baptist people are waking up 
,~o t~e }iscovery ~hat they liave been deceived by th~ir ·leli.d
ers, 'and ·ia: ·1iime: 'of reckoning is surely ·coming. .',. ; 

. I:., J. I 

I· 
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MORE ABOUT CHURCH, WOOD. 

Our long experience as a member of the Home Mission 
Board, giving us contact with most of our Home Mission 
churches, showed clearly that the law of deterioration oper
ates in churches as well as in individuals. We recall many 
churches in which there were one or more fam:ilies-some-: 
times only a single individual-which made progress in the 
church impossible. They, or he, or she, constituted a rock 
upon which successive pastors broke their hearts .. What was 
really needed was some one man who would go into the 
church and stand, and perform a surgical operation, making 
it possible for the church to go on about its business. 

In these days of conflict in our Baptist churches, that 
element, in many of the smaller churches, which ,has 
obstructed a' succession of ministries, is developing a passion 
for the Denomination. It is really amusing how wonder
fully loyal to the Denomination some people have suddenly 
become! Yet many of them for years and years have 
scarcely contributed a dollar to denominational funds. We 
know of a certain church of ,.importance in the United 
States in which four or five men opposed the calling of a 
Fundamentalist pastor on the ground that he was not suf
ficiently loyal to the Denomination. In spite of their opposi
tion, however, the Pastor was called,; whereupon the four 
or five opponents withdrew-but not one of them united 
with another Baptist church,' but joined paedo-baptist 
churches instead. What loyal denominationalists they were! 
The fact is, it is just, such elements as are being used by 
the friends of McMaster to oppose those who offer uncom
promising opposition to McMaster's Modernism. 

WHEATLEY, ONTARIO. 

The principle of the foregoing observations applies to the 
work at Wheatley, Ontario. At the Annual Business Meet
ing of the Wheatley Baptist Church; January 5th, 1927, the 
church stood by the pastor, and by a majority vote defeated' 
that element that had' hindered the church in its work for 
many years. But the church, instead ,of using disciplinary 
measures toward the opposing element, gave them one 
month's grace. What happened? With' instructions from 
Toronto headquarters they came back at the end of the 
month ·with all the dead timber they could gather up off 
the Wheatley Baptist Church farm and made a fire. , Our 
correspondent, in giving us this information, said, "Alas! 
the fire is still burning, and we are ,afraid it will burn until 
nothing but ashes is left." 

The Pastor, Rev. John Dodds, like many others, received 
a threatening letter from Mr. Gideon Grant. 

An analysis of those who constituted the majority at the 
meeting held one month later in the Wheatley Church, that 
is, on February 2nd, 1927, will reveal something of the 
conditions which we fear are all too general throughout 
the churches supporting the Convention. Altogether the 
opposition numbered thirty-six. Three of the thirty-six had 
never been at church during the pastorate of Mr. Dodds 
(February, 1925, to February, 1927); six of them had been 
absent for eighteen months; three others had not been to 
church for one year; four had not been to church for four 
months. Thus seventeen out of the thirty-six had for a 
number of months been non-attendants. On.Jy two of, the 
thirty-six were in the habit of attending prayer meeting, 
although there had been two prayer meetings weekly for 
almost the entir~ two years under review. 

After the meeting of February 2nd, 1927, those 'who stood 
by the pastor withdrew, and on February 9th, 1927, formed 

themselves into the Immanuel Baptist Mission. I~ order 
to safeguard their right as Baptists they joined the Essex 
Baptist Church. on experience. Since that time they have 
continued to witness against Modernism, and to preach the 
gospel to the unsaved. On Friday, 'December 9th, this group 
organized into a Regular Baptist Church, called the Im
manuel Regular Baptist Church of Wheatley. Rev. W. E. 
Atkinson and Rev. J. H. Peer, of Toronto, Rev. T. J. Mitchell, 
London, and Rev. F. Dyson, of, Essex, were present on this 
occasion. 

Mr. Peer spent Sunday, December 11th, with the' Wheat
ley brethren, and was greatly used of God in bringing 
blessing to, the people. The member.s of the new church 
rededicated themselves to the Lord, and fifteen responded 
and came forward to follow the Lord'wholly. The'following 
Sunday, Deceml>er 18th, though very cold, a company of 
thirty-six went over to Essex, twenty-five miles distant, to 
a baptismal service, where eight put on Christ in baptism. 
There are at least eight others waiting to be baptized. T'his 
has caused much rejoicing among the people, and in many 
of these instances prayer was singularly answered. 

At the organization of the church, nineteen were dis
missed from the Essex Baptist Church to form the new 
church at Wheatley; four were received by experience, and 
two others will be received by experience; also ,the eight 
who were baptized, thus. bringing the membership up to 
thirty-three----and still more to follow. 

We ask our readers especially to pray for the husbands 
of five of the members of this church, that they may be 
brought to the Lord. 

The new organization at Wheatley affords another illus
tration of the truth that When the Spirit of God is given 
right-of-way, blessing always follows. The fact is, there 
are some churches like furnaces toward springtime: they 
show a big bed of coals, and one would think the house 
ought to be warm. Yet all the radiators are 'cold. The 
reason is, the furnace is two-thirds full of clinkers, and the 
only way to get a real fire is to dump the thing, poke the 
clinkers out, and start all over agairi. Weare inclined to 
believe that many of our Baptist churches are like that 
furnace, they need dumping. And the new fire, though 
perhaps much smaller in bulk, will give two or three times 
the heat and light. We congratulate the Wheatley brethren 
on the progress that is being made through the blessing of 
God among them. 

TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY 
Appea]s For' 

YOUR EARNEST PRA YEaS 
YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
YOUR INFLUENCE WITH YOUNG 
MEN HAVING THE GOSPEL MINIS. 
TRY IN VIEW 

This School depends fer its support on the gifts of God's 
people. 

Write the Dean, 
Rev. T. I. Stockley, 

337 Jarvis St., Toronto. 
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jletu tetrengtb for tbe jltW ~ear , 
A S~rmon by Rev. T. I. Stockley. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Church,. Toron to, Sunday Morning, January 1st, 1928. 

"My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly there-
fore will I'rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me." . 

This great scripture is found in an extraordinary page 
from the life story of an extraordinary man. Paul records 
here a r.e;al experience. He tells us he is caught up to the 
third heaven, to paradise, where he beheld visions and, 
heard "unspeakable words, which it is not 'lawful for a 
man to utter". We have to bear in mind also that he was 
an extraordinary genius, a man of towering intellect, of 
supreme gifts. He' was therefore in danger' of pride; 
he, realized that danger himself for he says, "lest I should 
be exalted above measure . . . . there was given to me a 
thorn in the flesh", something extrem.e.!y painful and 
humbling. Wh3Jt was this thorn in the flesh? Frankly, 
I cannot tell. Thousands of pages have been written to 
describe this thorn, -but no one knows; it is therefore 
useless to speculate. Better for us to wait until we see 
him, and the Apostle himself will ttell us th~ story of that 
thorn. We should do well to disc;over our own ·thorn, 
and then to make the highest use of this scripture in our 
dealing with it. . 

I. 

Now in our text wE HAVE FIRST OF ALL AN ANSWER 
. TO A CRY OF PAIN: "For this thing I besought the Lord 
thrice, that it might depart from me." 

It was a prayer of pain. The Apostle's distress was 
great, and it drove him to prayer. It is a great bI.e,ssing 
when our. thorns drive us to pr.ayer. It may be this is 
the reason why trial i-s often sent to us because we are 
prone, to negl~ot prayer. But prayer is the place for the 
sufferer, and it ~s sweet for him ,to be there. Some of 
us need many thorns to keep us in the'place of prayer. 
Let all our thorns lead us into ·the audience chamber of 
the King. ' , 

It was a prayer to the Lord Jesus. The Apostle knew 
that Jesus was the Son of God; he had no doubts about 
His deity, and therefore h~ could pray to Him. He knew 
also that He was the Son of man. Our Lord as the Son 
of man had His own conflict~ with Satan. He "was in 
all points tempted like as we are~'-'-sin apart; so He could 
fee.! with the Apostle Paul. We rejoice that He is our 
true Brother ,in this. We can talk over our agony with 
Him as an affectionate child may ,do with a loving mother. 
Our Lord's sympathy with us is deep. Whatever 
toucht;s us He feels: 

"Wh3Jt a Frie,nd we have in Jesus, ' 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer!" 

It was defi'nite prayer. "For this thing I besought the 
Lord". One of the great needs in pray.~r is definiteness; 
we are all prone to -be too general. When the blind man 
came to our Lord crying, "Thou Son of David, have 
mercy on me;' our Lord said to him, "What wilt thou 
that I should do unto thee?" What is the mercy that you 
need? Our Lord loves for us ·to sta.te definitely to Him our 
needs. Our prayers oft~n fail for want of definiteness. 

It is said that at the battle of Majuba in South Africa 
rpany years ago the world was astonished because the 
trained soldiers were repulsed by the Boer farmers; but 
these Boer fanners had he,en accustomed to shoot game 
on the veldt, and to aim definite.!y at a single thing, and 
when they were brought in battle array they aimed de
finite:ly, each man singled out his man, and with deadly 
precision they' fired, until lines of British soldiers f~lI, 
the aim was so accurate. The Lord would have us to be 
very definite in prayer. His promises ar.~ definite. He 
says to us, "What man is there of you, whom if his son • 
ask bread, wii'l he give him a, stone?" Our thorns often 
make us definite. Our Itrials lead us to ask for what we I 

fee.! we distinctly need. The Alpostle says, "this thing" I 
On this New Year morning, what definite prayer shall 
w.e, offer? What is the ,thing that we feel we need this 
year?' Wh3Jt special advance do we desire to make in the 
Christian life? What would we like to see accomplished 
in ourselves and in the church? 

It was a,n importunate prayer. The Apostle tells us that 
he prayed thl"ice. And as we hear Paul in his thrice-re
peated prayer, do you not tnink of Another?-

"Go ,to dark Gethsemane 
Ye who feel the tempter's power; 

Your Redeemer's conflicts s.~e, 
Watch with Him one bitter hour; 

Turn riot from His griefs away,-
Learn of Jesus Christ to pray." 

There beneath the shadows of the olives our Lord utters 
His .thrice-repeated prayer. And now that same Jesus 
is listening tend~rly to Paul as he thus importunately 
prays. And Paul's prayer is not granted. The thorn is 
not re~oved. The Lord has ·something better for the 
Apostle than the removal of the thorn. It' is a gr,e,at joy 
to know that God is sure to answer prayer. His answer 
sometimes may ,be "Yes", sometimes it may' be "No"; 
but He answ.e,rs. And the answer to Paul's prayer now 
was greater than the Apostle had' 'anticipated. Instead of 
removing the thorn the Lord says .to the Apostle, "I will 
give you grace". 

II. 
WE HAVE A REVELATION OF WONDERFUL GRACE. 
Here is grace. What is this? Now we stand upon the 

edge of a boundless sea, fathomless depths lie before us. 
What is grac~? Grace ,is energy, is divine energy. Grace 
is th~ energy of divine love. Grace is the energy of re
deeming love. Grace is ,the energy of redeeming love 
like a mighty ocean flowing in upo~ the shores of human 
necessity, flooding all its caves and caverns with its mighty 

. fulness. This, howev.e,r, is a poor conception of grace. 
Grace is something vastly larger than we 'can describe. 
Our best definition is only like' a leaf from a boundless 
forest. The leaf may he, a part of the forest, ·but it gives 
us no conception of the vastness of the forest. r once 
descended a coal mine in North Wales, and 'there picke,d 
out of a vast vein a lump of coal which I brought with me 
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an~ kept f,or many years. But that lump of coal gave no 
conception of the vastness of the v,e.in from which it was 
taken. That vein ran out far under the depths of the 
sea. So our best definitions·or descriptions of grace are 
utterly too poor to .set it forth. Its nature is free,. un
merited love; its obj ects are persons without merit-the 
utterly unworthy,' those who have no goodne!?s whatever 
to plead. Its ministry is a ministry' of pardon, a11,d of 
righteousn~ss, 'and peace, and holiness, and eternal sOng. 

Here is divine grace. "My grace is sufficient for thee". 
This is exhaustless grace. Vve x:ead of the riches of His 
grac~, the unsearchahle J1iches of His grace. Here is 
infinite depths of grace grant~d to the Apostle instead of 
healing. This ·is something mo're than the removal of 
the thorn. Here is, a treasur,~ d.f vastly greater wealth 
than the removal of :p~in. The. Lbrd giv,e,s the. Apostle 
the divine arm. to lean upon and His wealth to. draw 

. upon. A 'little' ehild travelling with a w,e:al~hy' father rieed 
have no anxiety about its .food, ·or 'paying ·for the cost of 
the journey. The father'swealt:h forbids such fears. The' 
child may be restful a~d happy; all the car.e,s of. the 
journey are the father's cares. So here \ve 'have diviQe 
grace, exhaustless grace; grace that frees the soul from 
every fear. . 

Here fs empowering grace. "For my strength i~ made 
perfect 111 weakne,ss". Here the word strength .is duna
mis-power. And this power stands as a synonym 'for 
grace. So grace is forc~·. . Grace is power to bear up 
under unspeakable pressur.e,. Grace is. power to do all 'the 
Lord would have us ao. Grace is a· supply of' 'sucl:our 
for weakness and suffering. Grace is power to stand i'n 
the presence of the. severest temptation. . Grace' enables 
th~ . weak ~o .do .great thing:s. In our Scripture reading 
thIS mormng dId you notIce the wonderful metaphor 
~hich t~e Lord uses, "F.e,ar not, thou worm Jacob". Jacob 
IS deSCrIbed under .the weakest possible figure-a worm. 
The worm is describ.~d as threshing mountains and beat
!ng them small.' and making the hills as chaff.. Try to take 
In the conceptIon, a worm, one of .the "frailest of things, 
beating mountains into chaff. And this is what the grace 
of God can enable His own weakest chiJ.d to do; He' can 
~ccomplish miracles; andJhe' honour to _o~r Lord Himself 
IS the grea·ter because or our weakness' that' He should 
bring the weak ones through fierce te.mptations ana·trials 
heaps 'honour upon His name. How much the power and 
skill of a pilot shine forth in bri.nging a broken shattered 
vessel through storms and te,mpests to its .,desired haven! 
And so our Lord says, "My strength ·is made perfect in 
weakness". '.' 
. 'Here i~ grace finding its proper scop~-"in w~akness". 
~od lov.~s to' work :with. broken. reeds', to choQse feeble 
Instrumentalities for the aCComplisliment of. his' greatest 
purposes. He does 'not use iron pillars, 'bu't ·broken· reeds .. 
He has to take the. conceit out of us before He can use us. 
It is e?"Ipty vessels He loves to fill. '''He giveth power to 
the famt; and to them that have no might he increaseth 
strength." He loves to pour the floods of His power in:to 
utt:r VI'~almess. Paul tells us of the five-ranked army 
whIch God chooses for th~ accomplishment of His pur
poses: "God hath cqos,en ·the foolish things of the world 
to confound the w.ise;· and God hath chosen the weak 
things· of the world t6' ~onfou~d the things which. "are . 
mighty; . and base things of the world, and things whiCh' 
are de.splseq, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are 
.not, to bring to nought things that are." The Lora has 
chosen those whom the world cout:tts foolish, and the 

weak, and 'base, and the despised, and the nobodies. 
These are His deliberate choi-c.e, for the accomplishment 
of His work. If you and I can get in either of these 
ranks, GO,d may u'se us. . For 'conscious weakness, l~an
ing upon His divine power, is what the Lord .can use. 

Here is timely grace. He hath said; "My gr~ce is . 
sufficient". It is present grace.' Here we have it now. My 
gra,ce "Is", not '~wiII be". It is not a promise for the 
future merely, l:lt1t something to experience now. You 
hav.e, the thorn now, so the grace is here now. God's 
.time is n·ow. N ow He outspreads His wings over us. 
Now He stretches forth His arm for us to lean upon. 
Now He manifests Himself as a present ~l1-sustain~ng. 
Lord. "My grace is s.ufficie~t." . 

. 'Here is sufficient Grace. "Sufficient!". Is tl?at' all? 
Is it not more than' sufficient? Is, there no' margin, 
no overflow? Listen to what C. H. Spurgeon once said: 

"The other ev.e.ning I 'was' riding home af.ter .a heavy 
day's work, and I felt very we,a.ried '.and sore depressed, 
when 'swiftly and suddenly as' a lightning flash that ~~xt 
came to me, ."My grac~ is sufficient for thee". I reached 
home, looked it up in the original. and ·at last it came to 
me in ,this way, 'My grace i!? -sufficient for thee', and I 
s3!id, 'I ·should think it is, Lord,' and burst o!1t laughing.' 
I never fully understood whast the holy laught~r of Abra
ham' was until then. It seemed to make unbelief so utterly 
absurd. It was as though some li·ttle fish ,being very thirsty 
was troub1.e,d about <;1rinking the rivet dry, and Old Father 
Thames said, 'Drink away, little Qsh, my waters are suffi
cient for thee~. Or it seemed like' a little mouse in the, 
granaries of Egypt af.ter·the se,ven years of plenty, fearing 
it might die of famine, and Joseph t;night say., ~Cheer up, 
little mouse, my granaries are sufficient for thee.' Again 
I imagined a man -away up y'onde.r in a lofty mountain 
saying to himself, 'I breathe so many cubic feet of ah 
every year. I feel I shall exhaust the oxygen in the 
,atmospher,e..' But the earth might say, 'Breathe away, 0 
man; and fill thy lungs ever. My 'atmosphere is sufficient 
for thee.' 0 brethren, be great believers, and great receiv
ers. Little fa,ith will bring your souls to heaven, but gr~at 
faith will bring heav.e.n t9 your SOUls." So God's grace 
-is sufficient. There i-s·a sufficiency of love to comfort o~r 
hearts; suflJdenc.y of light to guide our ';Nay; sufficiency 
of consolation to soothe us in our anx.ieties; sufficiency of 
strepgth to bear u.s through. Can the. ocean 'hear up that 
little bark of thine? Are those mighty waters stro1?-g 
enough ·to sustain thy boat?· Ransack thy heart, 0 child 
of God, .b1"ing out all thy empty vessels, and let the flow 
of divine grace flood th.e,m all. So 'grace is sufficient to 
ca,rry· us through every phase of life, whatever its con- . 
fli,cts; w.hatever :its. trials. ' A~. we lool<; out .upon this New 
Year"we need hav,e, nQ fe<.trs. ,'!'he unJ{nowri path has been 
thought out graciously by' our Lord; ·He· has made prc;>
vision for every step .. His grace will ,carry us gloriously 
through. It ,is sufficient for life and for death. Mrs. 
Ka:therine Booth, -the moth~r of the Salvation Army, had 
lived on that great word, and wh~n she was dying and 
too weak to speak she made. a moveme~t toward some
thing on the wall. A text was taken down from the wall 
and brought near to her bearing these words, "My grace, 
is suffiCient for -thee". And in the tl1emorial serv~ce he,1d 
:afte,r her death' it was said·.tbat this' was he~. tex~ th~ough 
life, and was the. secret of her wonderful usefulness. ' 

Here is'present grace. "My grace is sufficient for the!'!,". 
It is said of John Bunyan that once when he was in prayer 
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fout: words of thi!> text came :to :his mipd, "My grac.~ is with Christ. If our trust is ocieep,e,ned by our thorn, if we 
sufficient". These words were a comfort, but he coul'd 'hang more truly upon -the Lord as ·the result of our suf
gd no further; he ,c0uld not add the last two w9rds, "for ferings, then faith has won a real victory, then we may 
thee". Later one. day He was at" a'meeting, fuU'of, sadness", glory in our weaknesses that 'the <pOwer of Christ' may' 
and tetrQr, when, suddenly t~e tex~ -came to him, and , &pte,ad its tent over us. , . 
was three times·repeaoo.d, "My grace is sufficient for thee" . It is a joyous victory. "MQst gladly, therefore 'will I 
-"My grace is sufficient, for. thee"-"My grace is suffi-., '.t::a,ther glory in my infirmities" or ex,ult-;-"in my'infirmi
cient' for THEE". And t4eh'Buny'an tells ustha-t,eve1'¥ ties". R. L. Stevenson was on<:e lo~king into his garden, 
word s,hone out as in letters' 6f gold, and he could look . tht; garden of his' heart, when' he saw a plant growing 
at every.\Yord, "My-grace:-is sufficie~t-for thee." The the,re which attracted: his 'att~ntion., He' said, "What is 
Apostle Paul prayed th,rice that lIis tho~n might be re- th,at plant?" A voice answ.ered, "It is resignation". 
moved. John Bunyan receiv,e,d ,thrice this great assuring. ' , "Resigna,tion!" said he, "out with .it! .. Out with it' and 
word. And it is my privilege this mornihg to' say the'sarh~ plant joy, joy 0-£ the flqwering sort." There is such a: 
word to yo\?-," whoever you are, as a child of God, the thing as joy in sorrow. The Apostle John was in the Isle 
Lord s~ys, ,"My grace is suffi,<;:ient for thee";' for thee, called PatInos, he ,te,lls us, and, jn the very next breath b:e 
thou man of business with all 'thy trials; for thee, de- says "I was in the Spirit". In Qne ~ine' he says, "I was in 

, voted mother in the home fO,r. thy bU1"dens, 6f responsi~ ~. Patmos" amidst lonelinbis and trouble '; and in the next 
" bility;' thee. Christian' worker,with all the anxieties of "1in~ ,he· said, '''I was in the Spirit". In one line. he was in

Christian service; for t4ee, ,whoever thou art, 0 child of .'; .isolation, in the next line he was in consolation. I was 
God; the message 'comes, "My grace is suff,icient for· 'once .travelling up the Red' Sea; and having risen .very 
thee". . ., '" ,e,arly in the morning, I w.as looking towa,rd the Strait of 

Here is unc~asi1~g grace. "IM y grace is suffici~nt"·. '''Is'; '" 'Babe1-Mandeb, which is at the ,sout~ 'end' of the Red S~a, 
I,t is our Lord!s continuous 'and finale answer to Paul's "That Ara,bic name me,ans, "The gate of tears"; and as I 

' .. grea:t need: . If the thorn is' to . remain. so the grace and looked ~he sun rose as :it wer.c:~ out of the very ocean and 
strength wil'l remain, and the thOrn will not" remain, a ,floGded the strait with his glory. Im'mediately the 
single hour or moment beyond the, grace; qot· fpr on~ thought flashed into my mind; "Oh, ,there is the sunris~ 
hour or moment will that: grace fail. . By His servant, in the Gate of tears. In the place where fears 'are pressed 
Isaiah, He says, concerning His vin,eyard, "I will water to ,our eyes by the w,e,ight of sorrow, there may be the 
it every moment: lest any,hurt it, I will keep it night .and 'sunrise of real joy, and blessedness." PaUll's pain was 
day". So ~t is unce,a!,ing gra<:e.· turned into joy; Bunyan's terror and'sadne'ss were turned' 

Here is perfectly manifested grace. "My str:e,ngth is into gladness; Kath~rine Booth's strug~les, passed in~o 
made perfect in weakness", that is, in its manifestation . ceas~~ess song~, And what about ourselv.es,? Can we thiS 
and operation. There in 'w.~kness,.jts fuH energy is seen;' ~nC!rnmg say, M~st gladly therefore '~111 I rather eXl!}.t 
there it shines most. <:onspi-cl.lously; there it i,s unfolded m my 'weakness tli~,t the pow,e,r of Chnst may spread Its 
in its fullest, splendour. This is' why t,he battl~ is'allowed taber~aole .o~er me' .~ . 
to go, 1Jhat there may he, a continuous increasing manifes- . It fS a dehghtful vf~tory,·a beautiful co~.~ent has stol~? 
tation Of grace. Happy for us to he so weak and low that mto the, he.art of the Apostle. He says, M~s~ gladly , 
His grace can shine undimmed through us. Our weak- that ~vord hterally ~eans, "m~st .sweetl(, fo~ It IS a w~rd 
ness 'c~n becoq1e t~e very place ~her:e. t,he glory of His, th;:t:t,IS us,e,d to descn~be the rel~~h of '~ome .d~hg~,tful thmg 
grace IS most conspicuous. that you have tasted. You say, That Isde,hclouS . And the 

'" ", " APostle with -a high degree' of relish says, "I glory in my 
III. infirmities". He is utterly satisfied. No longer does he 

WE'HAVE A RECORD of A GREAT V~CroRY. "Most gladly indulge in agoni~ing prayer. 'His heart is at rest. He, 
therefore: will I rather glory in my infimriities that the' glories.:in weakness now because he,lov,e,s to see the grace 
power ,o~ .Christ ~ay re~t ''llp'oI}: ~." ;"" ,::,~, . "of, God ma,nifested in i,ts full splendour. 

Here 1S a new vtCtor'y. A .wdPderful -charige;,has taKen" :'. ,"0 Cross, that li.ftest up fl"1.Y head, 
place in the Apostle's heart. New ~yes are giv,e,ri him also. , ': ' ~ , , .I. dar:~ n9t ask fo fly. from Thee; 
Paul now see.s grace to be 'the real answer to his prayer. I lay iii dust life's' glory de*,d, '" ~ , 
T~e thorn r,e,mains, but he sees that thorn is' the means . And from the groun9 there bl'6ssoms red 
of 'magnifying the grace of. God; and so he gets a new Life that shall endless be." 
vision '0£ the pain. His eye is no longer on the thorn, it I wonder this morning if there is an anxious soul bere 
is now ·fixed upon His Lord, and His abounding grace. wh9 would like to begin the N~w Year ,wi,th God but is 
It \s· like Stephen who when ~h!'!, Jews gnashed upon him . afraid that he will not be alble to stand? He is so con
wi~h t4eir't~~th! did ~,ot. ~O?~, a.~.~?~m Qr the drcumst~nces, scious 0'£ his' weakness and the power ,of temptation 
he loo,ked, up,,~,a~d, '~emg' full of the ':f~ol~C?host ~n~ "aro1;lIld 4im that pe trembles to take the 'st,ep. Let me 
saw the glory 0/ G~d" and Je~us stan~mg ~l)-. ,th~, ~lgh~' assure ~~Fe,: Q tr~mibling heart, that God's grace is suffiai
hand of God. 1 hat IS a real vIctory when grace enables, ent' 'for. ,th.ee· the blood of Christ is 'sufficient to cleanse 
us to lif.t o~tr eyes' frolI~ our, sOrrows to be occup,ieq with . all ,thy si~s 'a-lvay, The righteousness of'CHrist i,s suffident' .; '. 
our I;ord, I~stea:.d of WIth them.. , . . to cove~ all,~hy imperfections, and the strengtli of 'Christ 

It fS a fmth vfctory. Here faIth tnumphs over f,e,elmg. is suffkient· to enable thee to stand and to keep thee 
!he w?rd ~i~e~al1y is "most gladly ther~fore will I. gl0,ry . tr:ue to Him. F.e,ar not, therefore, to t;ust Him in thy sin. 
m my mfirmlttes t~~t the po~er of Chnst ?Jay spread ItS ,and t~y' abj~ct·poverty, cast thyself upon Him now, and 
tC!-bernade oyer me . .H;e,re IS weakness bemg oversp:ea.d He'wIll receIve thee, and make all grace to abound toward 
by th~ t~bernac1e ~f d1VI~e pow~r" A~d as Pa'?l sees t!us thee, thil.,t having sufficiency in a~l things you may abound 

. hIS WIll IS harmo1l1zed WIth Chnst s wIll. H~ IS occupIed unto every good work. ' 

\ 
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By Rev. T. 1. Stockley, Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

Sunday, January 8th, 1928. 

Read the Word.- Psalm 119:1-24 

We discover the Bible by reading it. Here is the simple 
secret. If we are really aWlake and illumbled we shall find 
the Book by readin.g it. Other books about the Bible may be 
very helpful, but it is the personal frequent reading of the 
Book which is so sadly negJected' and to which we must more 
and! more give ourselves. Dr. Gray tells of Dean Burgan 
who, in his student days, had an interview with the learned 
presiden,t of Magdalen College, Oxford, Dr. Marlin J. Routh, 
then aged ninety-one years. Burgon had called to ask the 
great theoJ.ogian's adv~ce as to the best way of pursuing his 
theological studies. Dr. Routh replied, "I think, sir, if I 
ml!l"e you tha.t I WIOuld firs-t of all read! a little book written 
by a man named-Matthew." He paused, and then went on, 
"When you have ;read that, I would, were I you, sir, go on 
to read another little book by one named-Mark." The stud-' 
ent was astonished.' But the Doctor of Diyinity went on, 
"When you have read them read another little book by a 
man called-Luke. And! then you ought to read another 
written by a man named John." Thus the .great divine advised 
the student, "Read your Bible." 

T. I. Stockley. 

Monday, January 9th. 

Battle for the Word.- Psalm 119 :161-176. 

In Psa1m 119, v. 162, the writer says, "I rejoice. in Thy 
Word as one who findeth great spoil." Now spoil is the 
result of a victory. A ba.ttle has been fought, and a victory 
won, and then the spoil is taken. It is so here; we do not 
find the Word; until we have gained a two-fold' victory. 

The first is mental. One of the great hindrances in the 
way of discovering the· Bible is mentat indolence. We are 
often mentally too idle to find a.nything. Yet the themes of 
which the Bible treats are worthy of our supreme effort. 
Even the writer of Psalm 119 oftlen cried to God, "Quicken 
me." He felt the tendency ,to indolence. This tendency has 
to be overcome. The· "spoil" is not ours until we have won a . 
mental victory. 

The second is moral. There is no chance of finding the 
Book if sin is allowed in the heart or life. There can be no 
d:elight in the Bible so long as there is delight in any evil 
thing. Sin must be swept out of the heart and life if we 
would find the. Bible. "Lt is. the pure in heart who see God." 
"Without holiness no man shall see :the Lord." "If we will 
do the will, ml' shall know." When this two-fold victory has 
been won we may "find great spoil". 

T. 1. Stockley. 

Tuesday, January 10th. 

Search the W ord.- .Acts 17:1-14. 

The "Bereans searched the Scriptures daily, therefore 
many believed". What is needed is that 'we dig into the 
Scriptures. Mr. Coranby speaks of Chinese squatters who 
are supposed to be living on some piece of N o-man's Land, 
and someone comes by and says to them, "Dig and you will 
be rich." Many of them smile an unbelieving and lazy 

smile. Some dig the surface and grow cabbages, but a 
few dig deep and discover gold. It is tliose who are willing 
to dig deep who discover the treasures of the Bible. Martin 
Luther used to 'say he studied the Bible as he gathered 
apples. He shook the tree first--:-that 'is, ·he took in the 
great Theme of the whole Book. Then he shook the limbs 
of the tree--that is, the separate books of the Bible. Then 
the branches-that is, the chapters, and then he reached 
out under the leaves for the remaining fruit-that is, he 
searched the verses. Henry Martyn rejoiced that he had 
been permitted to do some translation of the Scriptures, 
because that had brought him into close touch with the very' 
words of the Bible and' in them he had f9und gr~at spoil. 

T. I. Stockley. 

Wednesday, Janu~ry 11th. 

Appropriate the W ord.- P~alm 27:1-14. 

Job uses the language of appropriation. He says, "My 
Redeemer".· And all that we know, or hear, or. speak of 
Him, will avail us but little, unless we are really and per
sonally interested in Him as our Redeemer. A cold, specu
lative knowledge of the Gospel, such as a lawyer has' of a 
will or a deed, which he reads with no further design than 
to understand the tenor and import of the writing, will 
neither save nor comfort the soul. The believer reads it, as 
the will is read by the heir, who finds his own name in it, 
and is warranted· by it to "all the estate and all the par
ticulars specified his oWn. He appropriates the privileges 
to himself, and says, The Promises are mine: the pardon, the 
peace, the heaven, of which I read, are all mine. Thill is 
the will and testament of the Redeemer, of my Redeemer. 
The great Testator remembered me jn His will, which is 
confirmed, and rendered valid by His death (Heb. 9:16), and 
therefore I humbly claim, and assuredly expect, the benefit 
of all that He has bequeathed. 

John Newton. 

Thursday, January 12th. 

Love the Word.- Psalm 119:97-112. 

This most precious jewel is to be preferred above all 
treasure. If' thou be hungry, it is meat to satisfy thee; if 
thou be thirsty, it is drink to refresh thee; if thou be sick, 
it i~ a present remedy; if thou be weak, it is a staff to lean 
unto; if thine enemy assault thee, it is a sword to fight 
withal; if thou be in darkness, it is a lanthorn to guide thy 
feet; if thou be doubtful of the way, it is a bright shining 
star to direct thee; if .thou be in displeasure with God, it is 
the message of reconciliation: if thou study to save thy 
soul, receive the word engr.afted, for that is able to do it: it 
is the word of life. Whoso loveth salvation will love this 
w:ord, love to read it, love to hear it; and such as will 
neither read nor hear it, Christ saith plainly, they are not 
of God. For the spouse gladly heareth the voice of the 
bridegroom; and "my sheep hear my voice," saith the Prince 
of pastors (John 19:27). 

Edwin Sandys. 

1 



January 5th, 1928 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (597) 13 

Ffiday, January 13th. 

Feed on the Word.- Jeremiah 15:11-21. 

"How sweet are thy words unto my taste!" There is 
given to the regenerated a new, supernatural sense, a cer
tain . divine, spiritual taste. This is in. its' whole nature 
diverse from any of the other five senses, and something is 
perceived by a 1;ru~. saint in the exercise of this new sense 
of mind, in spiritual and divine things, as entirely different 
from any thing that is perceived in them by natural men, 
as the sweet taste of honey is diverse from the ideas men 
get of honey by looking on it or feeling of it. Now the 
beauty of holiness is that which is perceived by this spiritual 
sense, so diverse from all that natural men perceive . in 
them; or,Ithis kind of beauty is the quality that is the imme
diate object of this· spiritual sense; this is the sweetness that 
is the proper object of this spiritual state., . The Scripture 
often represents the beauty and sweetness of holiness as the 
grand object of a spiritual taste and a spiritual appetite. 
Tliis was the sweet food of the holy soul of Jesus Christ, 
(John 4:32, 34.) "I have meat to eat that ye know not 
of . .. My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, 
and to finish his work." 

\ 

Jonathan Edwards. 

. Saturday, January 14th. 

K e~p the W ord.- Matthew 7:21-29. 

"1 will keep thy statutes." A calm res~IVe. When praiser 
calms down into solid resolution it is well with the soul. 
Zeal which spends itself in singing, 'and leaves no practical 
residuum of. holy living, is little worth: "I will praise" 
should be coupled with "I will keep". This firm resolve is 
by no means boastful, like Peter's, "t~ough I should die 

. with thee, yet will I not forsake thee," for it is followed by 
a humble prayer for divine help, "0 forsake me not utterly". 
Feeling his own' incapacity, he trembles lest he should be 
left to himself, and this fear is increased by the horror 
which he has of falling into \ sin. The "I will keep'~' 
sounds rightly enough now that the humble cry is heard 
with it. This is a happy amalgam: resolution and depend
ence. We meet with' those who to all appearance humbly 
pray, but there is no force of character, no decision in them, 
and consequently the pleading of the closet is not embodied 
in the life: on the other hand, we meet with abundance 
of resolve attended with an entire absence of dependence 
upon God, and this makes as poor a character as the former. 
'.!-'he Lord grant us to have such a blending of excellencies 
that we may be "perfect and entire, wanting nothing". 

C. H. Spurgeon. 

STEWAR.DS, ATTENTION!' 
Chul'ches, Sunday Schools and Individuals 

""\ 

are requested to forward all contributions for the Union of 
Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec to: Rev. 
W. E. Atk,inson, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, Ont.· 

Funds are urgently needed to place Pastors on New Fields. 
Opportunities await us in many important Centres and the 
Open Door mu.st be entered. 

HELP US DO IT AT ONCE! 

, 

URGENT CALL FOR RUSSIAN BIBLES. 

By Pastor William .Fetler, . 
, 

General Director of the Russian Missionary Society. 
. . 

A parallel to the French Revolution has taken place, only 
in a ·much larger way, in Russia, as a result of which thou,. 
Sands upon thousands of Russian Refugees., belonging to the 
Russian aristocracy and the educated classes, have been 
scatter'ed all over Europe and other parts of the world. Ger
many, Scandinavia, Czecho-Slovakia, Yugo S1a,via, and espe
cially France, are full of them. We were told that· in one 
factory in Paris alone, there were 6,000 of' these Russian 
Refugees, formerly officers of the Czar's army, l~wyers, doc
tors, etc., working as ordinary factory hands. 

The time will come, we are sure, when most of these people 
will be able to go '.back to their 'beloved native land. But 
while in their great need, during their scattering, this is. the 
time to .reach them with the Message of Hope and Salvation 
through our Lord Jesus. Christ. 

The Russian Missionary Society ha's felt the 'Call of God to 
give the Bread of Life to these scattered scores of thousands. 
of people. 

Some four years. ago we published 81,000 copies of the 
Russian ~i'ble-the largest edition of the Russian BIble ever 
published' by any Soeiety,-.and we could do that through our . 
Shilling Bible Fund, as the entire book cost at that time only 
25 cents complete, owing to the fact that we were able to 
have it printed by one of the largest firms in Germany, when 
the rate of the Mark WS:s exceedingly low; otherwise the 
book would have cost us thousands of dollars mor~. 

Regretfully we found, however, that no sooner had tlie 
Bible been printed, and we were about to s.tart the binding, 
than the Mark was. stabilized, and instead of getting for $5.00 
one million Marks, or a billion, we could get only the normal 
20 Marks to the $5.00. It thus ena:bled us to bind only about 
16,000 copies of the Bible, there being no further funds. avail
able at the time. 

At the time of writing, nearly all these Bi-bles ~e gone, 
and now there is a very great demand to spread the remain- . 
ing part of this edition among the needy Russian Refugees 
all over the world. We .feel this opportunity will never return, 
and that this is the ~ychological moment for evangelizing 
the former upper claSoSes of Russia. 

It is a great sorrow to us that we· were· compelled to store 
the 65,OO() Bibles away in sheets. in large boxes in the cellars 
of our M;i.ssion House, and we feel that no time should now 
be lost when this precious Word of God should find its, way. 
,back to the daylight. These books should be speedily bound 
in order that the .hunger of the poor Russian people for the 
Word of God may be speedily satisfied. 

Twenty-five cents is. needed to bind one copy of the Bible, 
and we feel prompted in our hearts to make this. urgent call 
all over the Christian Iworld. We therefore have launched 
our' Sixty-five Thousand Shilling Bible Fund, and ask God's 
people everywhere to pray and co-operate that this. work may 
be speedily accomplished. The blessing reached hereby may 
be incalculable, not only for the Russian Refugees, but later 
for the entire Russ,ian Empire. 

We 'suggest that each class in all Sunday Schools over the 
whole country contribute ONE BIBLE-that will go a good 
way toward our aim. ' 

The same applies to each Christian Endeavor and Young 
People's. Society and other similar organizations. Naturally 
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the churches as such and individual Christian friends can 
contribut~ a great· ~eal ·more. 

25 cents, will supply...................... 1 Bible 
$5.00 " " ...................... 20 BIblea 
$50.00 " " ...................... 200 " 
$125.00 " " ...................... 500· !' 

$250.00' " " ...................... 1000 " 
'$500.00 " " .... : ................. 2000 " 

"Cast.thy bread upon the waters; f.or thou shalt find it after 
~any days."-Eccles.: 2: 1. 

PLEASE CUT OUT HERE 

To Rev. E. E. Shields, 

Home Director &: Trea~urer, The Russian Missionary SOciety" 
1844 Monroe Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

6. Feb. 5- The Unrighteous Shall Not .Inherit the King
dom of God. (I Cor. 6.) 

Golden Tex~"What? know yo not that your hody is the temple of 
the Holy Gholt which il in you, which ye have of God, 
and ye are not your own?" (I Cor. 6: 19). 

7. Feb. 12- The Marriage Relation Is of God. (I Cor. 7.) 
Golden Texo---"The wife il bound by the law' as long al her husband 

livQth; but if her husband be dead, she il at liberty to 
be' married to whom she will; only in the Lord." (I 
Cor. 7:39). 

8. Feb. 19- Limitations of Chi-istian Liberty. (I Cor. 8.) 
Golden Texo---"Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will 

eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my 
brother to offend." (I Cor. 8: 13). 

9. Feb. 26-- Paul's Apostleship 'Vindicated. (I Cor. 9.) 
Golden Texo---"For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory 

. of: for necelsity. is laid upon me; yea, woe i. unto me, 
if I preach not the gospel." (I Cor. 9: 16). 

10. Mar. 4:....· Some Types;' FellowshIp and the 'Other ·Man. 
(I Cor. 10.) 

Goiden Texo---"Now all these thil;lgs happened unto them for ens.mples: 
and they are written for our admonition. upon whom the 

• ends of the world are come." , (I Cor. 10: 11). Dear Mr. Shields:' I am deeply sympathetic with ,the work 
of giving the Bible to the tnousands, 'of Russian Refugees, and 
have pleasure in enclos.iIig my contribution for this cause. 

: 11. Mar. 11- Christian Order and the Lord's Supper. (I 
Cor. 11.) , , .' 

Name' . ' · ...... (St;t;·~h~th~;·'ii'~:;::·M~:: .. .M;~:;··~r··Mi~~)·· ... ·' .. · ............ : 
, . 

Address ...... , ..... : ............................................................................. : .... . 

Whole' Bible Sunday School L~s.on Course 
for 1928 in . ' 

I and II Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
. and. Colossians 

issued by. 

The Baptist B.ible Upion of North America 

FIFTY -TWO ,LESSONS 

The Lesson· Text for the'year will be founl in J aJ\d, III 
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephe,sians, Philippians, and Colos-
sians. 

THE INDIVIDUAL LESSON TITLES 
Following are ,the titles, assigned to the chapters. In many 

cases it is impos.sible to ·sum up th~ contents of a whole 
chapter in a brief title, but" these titles will ,serv~' to identify 
the principal truth or event in the cp,apter. . . , 

1. Jan. 1- The Wisdom of the World and of God Con
trasted. '(1 Cor. 1.)' , 

. . 
Golden Texo---"But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God i. made 

u~to us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, aDd . 
redemption: That, according. as it is written, He that .
'glorieth, let him glory jill the Lord." (I Cor., 1: 30, '31). ' 

2. Jan. 8- The Apostle's Com~unic'ation: is from th~ 
I Spirit of God. (l Cor. 2.) : 

Golden Texr--:-uWhich things also we speak, not in the words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, hut which the Holy Gh.,.t teach· 
eth; comparing apiritqal thing. with spiritual." I (I Cor. 
2:13). , " • ' 

3 .. Jan. 15- The Christian's Bqilding and -llewards. ,(I 
Cor.3.) I,,' 

, Golden Texo---"For. other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
, which is 1esu, Christ." (I Cor. 3: 11) . 

4. Jan. 2Z- JUdgment;-Example and Authority. (I Cor. 4.) 
Golden Texo---"For I determined not to kno-:' any thing among you, 

save 1 elus Christ, an!l him crucified.", (I Cor. 2: 2 ) . , 

5 .. Jan. 29- Im~qrality Rebuked. (1 CQ~. 5.) , 
Golden Texo---"Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a 

Dew lump, as ye are unleaveDed. For evt\n Christ our 
passover is sacrificed for us." (I Cor. 5:7). 

Golden Texo---"For as often as ye eat thil bread, and ,drink this cup, 
'ye do shew i1ie Lord's death till he come." (I Cor. 
11:26). 

12. Mar. IS- Spiritual Gifts in the Body of Christ. (I 
Cor. 12.) , 

Golden Texo---"But the manifestation' of. the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal." (I Cor. 12:7). 

13. Mar.25- The Greatest Thing in the 'worid. (I Cor. 13.) 
Golden Texo---"Charity never faileth: but whether there ,be prophecies; 

they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; 
whether there be, knowledge, it shall vanish away." (I 
Cor. 13:8). ' 

14. Apr. 1- Spiritual' Gifts.' (I Cor. 14.) 
Golden Text--uEven so ye, forasmuch as ye are zeato~1 of spiritual sifts, 
. 'leek that ye may .excel to the edifying of the Church." 
, ('I Cor. 14: 12). 

15. Apr. r Resurrection Facts--:-Importance and' Order. 
(1 Cor. 15: 1-28.) 

, Golden Texo---"For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 
received, how' that Christ died for our sin. according to 
the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rOI. 
again the third day according. to the scriptures." . (I C~r. 

. '15:3, 4). 

16. Apr. 15-- Resurrection Method, Transformation and 
Victory. (I Cor. 15: 29-58.) 

Golden Texo---"So when this corruptible ,shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal .hall have put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pasl the saying that is written, Death i. 
swallowed up in vi~ory." ,(I Cor. 15:54). ' 

17. Apr: 2~ Concerning the Collection and the Greetings. 
: (I Cor. 16.) , 

Golden Texo---"Upon the first day of tbe w;'ek let everyone of you lay 
by him in store, as God Iiatli prospered him, that there 
be no gatherings .when I come." (I Cor. 16:2). 

18. Apr.29- Christian Principles of Action. (I.r-Cor.l.) 
Golden Text-'''For' all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him 

. . Amen, unto the glory'of God by us." (II Cor. 1:20). 

19. May's.-:- Paul's' Joy and Triumph. (II Cor. 2.) 
Golden Texo---"Now thanks be unto God; which always causeth us to 

triumph in ChriSt, and maketh manifest the savour of his 
knowledge by us in,every'place." (II Cor. 2.:14), .. 

20. May.13- The Ministry Accredited, Spiritual and Glori
ous. (II Cor. 3.) 

Golden Te~o---"But we all, ,with open face beholding III in a glass the 
, 'glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from 

glory to glory." (II Cor. 3:18). 

21. May 20~ Pr~aching Christ ancl; Suffering Amiction. 
: (II Cor. 4: 1-~4.) .' 

Golden Text-uFor we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; 
, and ourselves your servants for JesuI' sake." (II Cor. 

, 4:5). ' 

22. May 27~ The Near Look' and the Far Look. (II Cor. 
4: 15-5: 11.) 

Golden Texo---"For we know that if our earthly houle of' this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house, not 
made with hands, eternal in, the heavens." (II Cor. 5: 1). 

23. June 3- The New Creation. (II Cor. 5: 12-21.) 
Golden Texo---"For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 

lin; that we might be made the righteousness of G04 in 
him." (II Cor. 5:21). . 

.. 
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24. June 10-- Self Investment and Separation. (II Cor. 6.) 
Golden Text-"Be ye not unequally y!'ked together ,!ith un~eliever.. for. 

what fellowship hath righteousness with unrIghteousness? 
and what communion bath light with darkness?" (11 
Co~. 6:f4): 

25. June 17+- Christian Faithfulness and .Comfort. (II 
Cor. 7.) . . . 

Golden Text-nF~r godly sorrow w,!~et~ l'epen~nce to "salvation not to 
'. be repented of: but the ""rrow of the world worketh 

death." (II. Cor. 7: 1.0). 

~6. June' 24- Lo:ve's,:l~oken.·, (II Cor. 8.): " 
. ·Golden 

27. July 
Golden 

28 .. July 
Golden 

Tex~UTherefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith aDd' 
'utterance, and knowledge and in all diligence, and in your 

. love to us, Sl!!' that ye abound in. this IIrace also." (II 
Cor. 8:7). 

1- M!inisteri~g to the Saints. (II Cor .. 9.) • 
Text--"And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; 

that ye, always baving all sufficiency in all thingl!, may 
abound to every ... good work." (II Cor. 9:8). 

8- ,Paul's 'Strenu~us .Appeal. (II Cor. 10.) . 
Text--u (For the weapons of OUf warfare are ,DOt carnal, .but 

mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 
. Casting down imaginations, and every' high thing that 

exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and· bring. 
ins into captivity every" thought to the obedience of 
Cbris~." '(II .Cor. 10:4, 5). 

29. July 15- Paul's strenuous ;Appeal" Contlinued. (II 
Cor. 11.) " .. 

Golden' Text--"Fo~ I S,uppose i was not a whit behind 'ih~ very :chief.st 
apostles." ·(II. €or. 11:'). , . 

30. July 22-P~ul's Experience in Prayer. (II Cor. i~.) . 
Golden' Tex~"And he said unto me, My grace is sUfficient' fOr thee: 

for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that· the 
pow'er' of Christ may rest. up'!n me." (II Cor. 12: 9) '. 

'3-1. Jul~ 29--"': Strong in Christ. (II Cor. 13.) , 
Golden Text--"For d;ough he was . crucified through 'weakness; yet h. 

liveth by the power of God •. ' For we also are weak in him, 
'but we shall live with him' by the power of God toward 
you." (II ,Cor. 13:4). .' 

32. Aug. 5- Paul's Gospel from Christ. (Galatians, '1.) 
.• Golden Text--"For I neither received it of man: neither wa. I tauglic it, 

but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." (Gal. 1: 12) .. ' 

33. Aug. 12-. God Mighty in t~ Gosp-rl to' both Jews and 
Gentiles. (Galatians 2~) 

Golden Text--" (For' he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apo.t1 .... 
. . . ship of the circumciiioD" the' same' was mighty ,iD me 

toward the Gentil~s.)" (G~1. :?,:8) .. ' ' 

.3.4. Aug. 19- The Gifts of God in Respon!le to' Faith. '(Gala-
" tianso 3.) '. .'. . 

Golden Text-,-"But the scriptur~ hath .concluded all under sin; that the 
. . promise by. faith of Jesus ChriSt, might be given to them 

that believe." (Gal. 3: 22) . 

35. Aug.26- Sons of G9d ThrOJlgh Gr~ce. (Galatians 4.) 
Golden Text-nWherefore thou art DO more a servant, but a SOD; and 

• . if a son, then an heir of God' through Christ." (Gal. 4: 7 ) . 

36. Sept. 2- Walking in the Spirit. (flaJatians 5.) 
. Golden Text--"This I say· then, Walk in' the Spirit. and ye .hall 

, . fulfil the. lust of tlie flesh/~ (Gal..~: 16). 
Dol' 

37.' Sept. 9- The Brotherhood of :the New Life. (Gala-
:tians 6.) . 

' .. 
Golden Tex.......: .. Bear ye one another's ~~rdens,' and. 'so fulfil the law of 

Christ." (Gal., 6:2): , 

38. Sep~. 16- G.od's P~~m' to Ex~lt ·Christ. (~phesiaris 1.) 
Golden Text--"That in the dispensation of the fulness of times h. 

. might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even ia. 
him.". (Eph. 1: lO). • 

39. ·Sept. 23- Made One in Christ. (Ephesians, 2.) 
'Golden Tex~nNow therefore ye are no more It;rangers and foreignen, \ 
, but fellow·citizen. with the saints, and of the household of . 

God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ bimself being the chief corner 
stone." (Eph. 2: 19·20). .'. 

4Q •.. Sept. 30'-:" The' Church and .Its Fulness. (Ephesians 3.)' 
Golden Text--"Now.unto him that is able to' do exceedinll abundanti,. 

above -all that we ask or think,. according to the power 
that worketh in .us.". (Eph. 3:20). ' . 

41. O~t. 7-Aspects of the Unity of the Spirit. (Ephes-
.ianSl 4.) , 

,Golden Text--"Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of I?eace." (Eph.4:3). ' 

42. Oct. 14- The' Believer'S'· Walk. (Ephesians 5: 1-18.) 
Gold~n Text--nSee' tlien that ye walk circumspectly,: not ~I fools, ~ut 

as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. It 
(Eph. 5:15,"16). 

43. ,0ct. 21- GOd's Will, f~r tI!-e Home. (Ephesians 5: 19 
-6:,9.) . 

Golden Text--'.'Submitting yourselve. one to another in the fear of 
. God,". (Eph: 5:21). ;.' . . 

44. <;lct. 2S--- Christian Warfare. (Ephesdans, 6: 10-24.) 
Golden Text--,iPut on ·the whole armour 'of God, tha't ye may be able 

to stal\d against the wiles of the' devil." (Eph. 6: 11 ) . 

45. Nov. 4'-;- Living; :Serving; Suffering. (Philippians 1.) 
Golden Text--;'For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not 01\1,. 

. to believe on him, but 'also to suffer for hi. sake." (Phil: 
1:29).' , 

46'. Nov .. ll- The Believer's Pattern. (Philippians, 2.), 
Golden Text--"Let this ",it'd be in you, .which was .Iso in Christ 
. lesus."· (Phil. 2:5). " '. 

f • • • ., 

47. Nov.l8-:- The Believer's Expectation. (Philippians 3.) 
Golden Text-=--"For our conv~sation is i~ heaven; . from whe~c~ allo 

.. e look"for the Saviour, the Lord lesuo Cbri.t." (Phil. 
3:20). 

48. NOv.25- The Believer's Peace •. (P~ilippians 4.) " 
Golden 

.t •. 

Text--"Be careful for nothing:' but ~ every thing by prayer 
and supplication with' thanksgivinll let your requests b. 
made ,known unto God. And the peace of Goa, which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
mi!,ds.. through Christ 1 esus." (P!>iI. 4: 6, 7). 

49. Dec. 2- .ChriSt's Grea~ Power. (Colossians 1: 1-20.) 
Golden Tex.,....:... .. For it pleased the Father that' in him should all ful~ess 
. dwell." (Col. 1: 19). . . . . 

50 .. Dec. 9....,.. Christ, Reconcili~g and Indwelling. (Col(ls-
sillJls I: 21-29.) '. . . 

Golden Text--UAnd you, that ~re someti~e 'alien~ted and enemies in 
. .' your mInd by wicked: works, yet now hath be reconciled." 

. (Col.. 1:21) .. , . , 

51. Dec. '16-' Complete in, Christ. (Colossi~ns 2.) 
. Golden Text--"Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith. 

' a~ ,Ye' !:ave bee,,; taught, \Iboundq,g ther!l,in with thanks: 
gIvIng. (Co!. 2: 7) . 

52. Dec. 23- ~ How to, Gro~ in' ~race. (Colossians. 3: 1-17.) 
',C;;olden Text--"A.nd whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 

name of the Lord lesus, giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him." (Cot ~:17). 

53. 'Dec. 30-- Adorning', the D'octrhie. (Colossians 3: 18-
4: 18.) 

Golden. Tex":"-"Walk in wi~doDi toward them' that are without. redeem • 
,ing the ~,\.!' (Col. 4:5)'. 

. . LESSON HELPS , . 
:£?r .. T. T. Shields,. Pres!iq~nt' (If The Baptist Bible Union, 

will . continue to publish an exposition ·of each lesson in his 
Qwn paper; The Gospe(Witness; but'for this y~ar will be un
able to fu~nish copy of leaflets, which have been published 
by the Union Gospel Press, of·' Cleveland, Ohio. Therefore, 
Dr. Sp,ields' notes will be available in The Gospel Witness 
~~. . . 

. The subscription pric~ 'of The Gospel. Witness, published 
weekly, is $2;00 :per year. 'This. includes a volume of lectures 
'by Dr. Shields; ~ntitled. "Christ· in the Old Testament-How 
to Study the Bible so as to, Find, Him." In additioii to the 
S. s. Lesson exp,ol!ition, each paper contains a s.tenographic- ' 
ally-reported' sermon by Dr. Shields and valuable editorial 
matter .. (The Gospel Witness, 130 Gerrard St., East, To
ront;c:" ~anad~.) 

'., 
J. 
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BAPTIST BIBLE UNION LESSON LEAF 
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Lesson 3. First Quarter. Jan. 15, 1928. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S BUILDING AND 'REWARDS. 

Lesson Text: I Corinthians, Chapter 3. 

Golden Text: "For other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." I.Cor. 3:11). 

I. CARNAL CHRISTIANS •. 

By the use of the term "camal" we are not to understand· 
the apostle as charging that the believers of Corinth were 
in any sense vicious people. The word is used in contr~
distinction to the word "spiritual"; and it means that they 
were living on the carnal plane; ,they were dominated by. 
the natural mind; their lives were regulated by natural or 
worldly standards. In other words, the old man was in 
the ascendency, and the new m8III. was being suppressed. 
How many people there are who belong to this class! ·They 
are Christians, they have had a real experience of God's 
'grace; but they are still babes, they are not growing up 
into Christ in al,l things. 

1. Some of the characteristics of the spiritual dwarf: 
(a) First, they have an appetite only for elementary 
things, for the alphabet of Christian experience. They 
are . as babes, and are able 'only to receive milk. They 
do not leave the first principles, and go on to perfection. 
Where this is so, however, the facts must be faced, and 
people must be fed with milk rather than strong meat. 
(b) A further evidence of their carnality, that is, of their 
want of spiritual dE:velopment, is set forth by Paul in 
the words, "There is among you envying, and strife, and 
divisions." They walked as men' on the natural' plane, and 
not as children of God. (c) The special distinetion was 
that they differed among themselves respeeting the various 
.preaehers who minister to them in the Lord. Some preferred 
Paul, others Apollos, others Cephas. By this rule, we are 
foreed to aeknowledge there are multitudes of ehurch mem
bers who still walk as men, and are as babes in Christ 
rather than fuU-grown saints. And these personal prefer
ences still give rise to difficulties. It applies, not to min
isters only, but to other offiees and offieers in the church. 

II. CERTAIN LESSONS TO BE LEARNED FROM PAUL'S 
TEACHING. 

1. That preachers and teachers are only the divine instru· 
ments: the best they can do is to plant and water, whereas 
the increase comes from God. It is just as impossible for a 
teacher or preacher to succeed without the divine blessing, 
as it is for the farmer to obtain a bountiful harvest by 
plowing and sowing if there be neither rain nor sun from 
heaven. 2. God knows our share in the work, and shall see 
to it that every man reeeives his own reward. 3. Weare 
not to labour apart from God, but with God. We are really 
GO(i'·s husbandry, or His tillage; we are His farm from 
which He produces Himself fruit to His glory. 

III. THE BUILDING AND THE LABOURERS. 

Paul here describes himself as a master buil~er, having 

laid the foundation which others will build upon, and be 
exhorts his readers to take eare how ·they build. 

1. The only foundation upon which a permanent strueture 
ean be built is Jesus Christ, and that foundation is already 
laid. He is the foundation of our hopes. Salvation is of 
grace, and of grace alone,-

"I stand upon His merit, 
I know no other stand, 

Not e'en where glory dwelleth 
In Immanuel's land." 

No other foundation is possible. Jesus, and Jesus only, is 
the hope of salvation. 2. We must learn to distinguish 
between the gift of salvation, which is wholly of graee, and 
the reward of labour which depends upon our own faithful
ness .. 'Salvation is God's free gift, toward whieh we make 
no eontribution at all; we receive Christ, and with Him, for
giveness of sins and adoption into the divine family: we 
beeome children of God. And we are no more to be credited 
with that relationship than we are with the faet that we 
have been born into the families to whieh we belong. It is 
an aet of God's sovereign grace with which we have nothing 
at all to do. '3. But ove'r and above the gift of eternal life, 
God has promised to reward His faithful servants, just as 
a father promises to reward his obedient ehildren. The 
ehild's place in the family has nothing whatever to do with 
his works; no matter what sort of a ehild he may be, he 
belongs to the family by virtue of the faet that he' was 
born into the family, and nothing ean ever ehange that 
relationship. But, being a son, he is now promised by his 
father that if he will faithfully serve him, he will reward 
him aeeording to his labour. So believers are saved by graetl. 
but the rewards whieh they are to receive will be dependent 
upon their works. 4. Paul teaehes that there is a day of 
testing coming when every man's work will be tried, and it 
is described as a day of fire. The fire shall try every man's 
work of what sort it is. Our teaching and' our preaching 
and oul' alms-giving and every other kind of labour which 
we have rendered in, the name of the Lord will be tried uy 
fire. That will be a great day of revelation. Very probably 
some men and women who occupied most obseure positions 
here will there be rewarded with great honour; while others 
who have lived conspi~uously before the eyes of the world, 
and have been greatly praised of men, may have no reward 
at all. 5. The two kinds of' material entering into our 
labour are here defined. Some works are compared to wood, 
hay, and stubble, which are naturally eombustible, and will 
not stand the test of the flames. Other kinds of service are 
comparable to gold, silver, and p,recious' stones, whieh no 
fire can destroy; and we are admonished to build upon this 
foundation that whieh will endure the test of the fire. 6. U 
our work is of the wrong eharacter it will be destroyed; if 
it is not destroyed, we shall reeeive a reward. But in any 
ease~ the destruetion of the superstrueture will not affeet 
the foundation. We shall still be saved, yet so as by fire. 

IV. THE BELIEVER AS A TEMPLE OF THE HOLY 
GHOST. 

Verses i6 to 23 describe the believer as a temple in whieh 
God dwells. Therefore we should be holy as He is holy; 
81I1.d in that temple, not man but God, is to be glorified. We 
are assured that all things are ours, and we are Christ's, 
and Christ is God's. 

., 


