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MORE ABOUT "RUBBISH" 
In our issue of Dec.e,mb.er fifteenth we' published an 

article entitled, "The Dangers 'Of a Rubbish Heap". 
In that article we urged Pastors aJ;1d church' officers 
to ,endeavour to keep their church mIls clean, because 
whenever any kind of trouble arises in a church the 
fire is sure t'O Iburn among the dead branches. We 
pointed out that in the pres'ent controversy among 
the churches the supponters of the m:odernistic pro
gramme of .McMaster University canvass'ed ~he 
c'liurches ,to bring in all the dead wood in ·order to 
swell the vote; and that in many of I1:he ·churches 
where tthe V'ote has ,favoured McMaster, the maj'Ori-ty 
has been made up 0.£ people .who were by no means 
vitally related to the church's activities. The Canadian 
Baptist in the issue of December twenty-second', r,eplies to 
our e.ditorial as fol~ows: 

"RUBBISH 
Such is the title of an article in the Jarvis Street· 

Baptist pastor's weekly paper. The reference is to dead
wood in church membership and the call is to purge the 
church rolls. Of course, the appeal is meant for those 
'pastors who follow the Editor in his new organization 
and the uncharitable implication is that the 'rubbish' 
is found only among those members who oppose trans
ferring their church from the Convention to the proposed 
new 'Union'. . 

As one reads one recalls the persistent rumor of 'rub
bish' among the membership of Jarvis Street. Is it 
really true that there is !l kind of procession there of 
members easily received and easily lost? Is it true that 
it requires a 'surgical operation' on the pastor to secure 
a letter to join another church, the desire being to main
tain numbers with a view to boasting 'the biggest Baptist 
Church in Canada?' Is is true that scores of members 
of that church cannot be located? When was any proper 
revision of the roll made? Would a careful enquiry not 
reveal that many scores of names should be erased from 
the rolls of Jarvis Street Church? And, until trust
worthy evidence is forthcoming that there is not un
paralleled dead wood in his church can anything be more 
appropriate than the admonition, 'Physician, heal thy
self'." 

For 'Once we very gladly accept our contemporary;s 
exhortation. We hav,e no d'Oubt whatever that in a 
large membership like. 'Ours ,there will be round some 
delinquents ; and alr:'eady, and before the article re-

ferred to wa:s wriUen, a very careful examination of 
the church roll had -heen decided upon. We have, 
however, long -he·en d'Oing 'Our very best to keep the 
entire church membersihi'p in vital t'Ouch with the work 
of the churC'hl., and 'Sltill more ,especially in abiding 
fellowship with the Hea,d 'Of the church. Jarvis Street 
Church is far from Ibeing perfeot, but we invite any of 
our friends to visit this "rubbish heap". It has long 
been charged by our ·enemies that Jarvis Street was 
composed only.'of the, "riff-raff"; but this is our 'pro
gram !TIe roughly 'for the week: :Hi,ble School me·ets at 
9.45 Sunday morning. The average attendance for 
la'st year was one thousand and thirty. The regular 
services ,'of the church are at eleven and seven o'clock 
on Sundays. We have Chinese classes Sunday after
noon, prayer meeting every Sunday evening at six 
o'clock, 'communion service at 'six-thirty except the 
first Sunday in the m'Onth, when it· is held at the close 
of the evening service. M(mday .evening we have 
conferences of all the departments of ,the School, .and 
at nine o'clock the le'Sson is tauglvt. Visitor~ will find 
usually not far from two hundred workers a:ssembled 
at this meeting. The regular prayer meetings of the 
church are held Tuesday, Thursday, a1}d Saturday 
evenings. The public are invited to all these services, 
and visitors may judge 'Of the proportion of members 
of Jarvis Street Church wh'O really endeavour to re~ 
der to the Lord a spiritual serviee. Wednesday after:' 
noon at 'ilwo-thirty 'O'clock there is a gospel service 
for women, and Wednesday evening at seven-fifteen 
o'dock a junior gospel service f'Or boY'S and girls. We 
invite any 'Of our ft."iends, 'Or foes, to visit any and all 
of these meetings. If 'Other churches have larger 
attendances and greater spiritual blessing, we shall 
only thank God ,for it, a:nd pray ,that He Who can 
give without imp'Overishmenrt: t'O Himself, m~y giv,e 
us -a like benediction. . 

But notwithstanding all our defects, we ·are really 
of tthe opinion that visitors to Jarvi's Street will find 
s'Omething more than a heap of rutbbis·h here. Bu.t in 
illustratidil of what we had in vi'ew when we wrote 
our article of the fifteenth instant, we r.eprint on 'page I I 
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an article entitlf<d, "The Final Chapter," published in The 
Gospel Witness of June tenth, nineteen hundred and 
~wenty-two. It is publi~hed exactly as it appeared in that 
Issue of The Gospel W.tness, except for a now-irrelevaot 
footnote, and the bold ,type used iIi the paragraph on 
page 12, and it represents an analysis of the thr·ee hun
dred. and forty-one names of p.e,rsons dismissed from 
JarvIs Street Church to form what is now the Park Road 

Baptist Church. This article speaks for itself and will 
we think, illustrate what we meai-t by entitling ~ur articl~ 
"The Dang~rs of a Rubbish Heap". 

In addition to the services named a'bove, Jarvis Street 
also. holds many open-air services during the summer, 
par.tlcularly-a large open-air meeting every Sunday even
ing at whic,h fifteen hundred to two thousand persons ~re 
reached with the gospel every 'S·ervice. 

, 
The .Case. of the Verdun' Baptist Church 

In our issue of December 1st, page five hundred and 
eleven, under the title, "News From the Battle Fron't", 
reporting our meetings in Montreal, among other 
things we wrote as folloW's:. 

There is a great company of loyal Baptists in the 
city of Montreal who are determined not to bow. the knee 
to Baal. The Verdun Church took a vote Wednesday, 
November 23rd, when we were in Montreal. We were 
informed the p~tor had given many of his people to 
understand that he was not in sympathy with Marshall
ism;' but the day before the vote he issued a circular 
to the members of the clturch, urging ·them to stand by 
the old Convention. This, of course, was his right, but . 
apparently a good many of his members had, up to that 
time, supposed he was on the other side of the question. 
Eighty-five persons were present, and the vote stood 
fifty-three to thirty-two in favour. of staying by the 
Convention. But the majority of twenty-one, we were 
told, included many children, and others who, up to tha.t 
vote, had not been factors in the church's life. 

Letter From Rev. Wm. A. Price. 
Under date of December 15th, we received a l'etter 

from Rev. Wm. A. Price, Pa'stor of Verdun Baptist 
Church, in the foHowing terms: . . 

"Rev. T. T. Shields, D.D., 
"The Gospel Witness, 
"Toronto, Ontario. . 

Dear Dr. Shields: 

Verdun, P.Q. 
. December 15th, 1927. 

'News from The Battle Front', in The Gospel Witness, 
page 511, 1927. 

In your reference to the Verdun Church which appeared 
under the above heading, you give an entirely misleading 
impression of the posUion of this church in the present 
controversy. ND doubt this is due to incorrect informa
tion given 00 you by someone. Had you secured your 
information from the official source it would have been 
far better and would have saved this letter and your 
space. 

I am enclosing the complete article which appeared 
in our December issue of The Banner (our monthly 
maga~ine) from which you may learn the exact stand 
taken by this church. As you were good enough to pub
lish our resolution of November, 1926, 'and as your recent 
report of us is misleading to your many readers, we feel 
that you ought, in all fairness., to re-print my article, or 
as much of it as will make perfectly clear to all WhO 
rea!i it, the position adopted by this church, ll' position 
which is certainly not weaker but considerably stronger 
than that taken up a year ago and maintained. 

The <;ircular letter sent out by me to the members was 
sent' to inform and npt to urge. . 

Our majority. did not . 'include many children'. Not 
more than two or three. 'children' voted and they were 
not younger than seventeen. 

. If the vote in~luded Ilome who 'up to that time had not 
been factors in the church's life, I would surely like to 
know their names from your informant. 

Do you not think that this crisis in our Denomination 
is sufficiently' heartbreaking of itself without your going 
out of your way to give wrong impressions concernillg 
a church and pastor who have ever stood for the faith 
and who are continually feeling their way to do God'~ 
will in the matter? We have not yet seen our way Clear 
t? go as far as you have. We do claim, however, the 
rIght to be correctly reported concernig the s,tand we 
have ta·ken. 

After preaching at an undenominational evangelistic 
seryice on Saturday evening last, in Montreal, a Presby
terIan gentleman faced me with The Witness in his hand 
a~d cha:ged us, a'C,:ording to your recital of our doings, 
WIth ibemg ModernIsts. It was my joy to correct the 
wrong impression. He is but one. For the benefit of 

. many more, I ask you to give sp'ace sufficient to clearly 
specify our stand. '. 

Thanking you in anticipation, I am, 
. Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) William Price." 

The artidle to which Mr. Price refers from the Ver
. dun monthly magazine, we also reproduce in full as 

follows.: . ' 

THE STANDING OF OUR CHURCH • 
On Wednesday; November 16th, our delegates' re

ports of the Convention meetings were read. Discus
sion upon same.was postponed to November 23rd when 
the matter w!'ls fully gQne into by the members 'of the 
Church, many of whom spoke upon the subject. I had 
sent out a letter to the membership briefly informing 
them as to the functions of the various Boards. The 
McMaster University Board was not explained because 

. we ceased support of it a year ago. That this letter 
. would be helpful toward intelligent action in regard to 
the attitude of our Church to the Boards was my one 
desire and intention when I had it sent out. That is to 
say, action without information is usually -very difficult 
to decide. With the information ibefore me, however 
I am res·ponsible for my decision and action. How much 
'better than having to act in the dark! 

At a. rather late hour the following motion. was placed. 
before us:-=-Resolved that: . 

We hereby repeat our motion of November, 1926, in 
which we took our stand against the erroneous teach
ing in McM'aster University and withdrew our sup-

. port; and now call upon the authorities of the Univer
sity to take such s.teps as will meet the conscientious 
protests of hundreds of Bible-loving Baptists who do 
not wish to withdraw from the Convention if it is pos
sible to co-operate with it. 

An amendment was then presented, as follows: Re-
solved! that: ! 

We. hereby repeat our motio!1 of Novemper, 1926, in 
whJch we took our stand agamst the erroneous teach-

.' 
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ing in McMaster University and withdraw our sup-, 
port; and that we hereby withdraw from the Conven
tion of Baptist Churches. of Ontario and Quebec until 
such times as conditions warrant our return or we de
cide to take other steps. 

one oIf his members. We t~ink it fair, therefore, ,to 
reproduce 'this le~ter also which folllo'Ws: 

The amendment was first voted upon: it was defeated, 
upon which the original" motion was put to the meeting 
and carried by 53 votes to 32, the accepted. figures of 
the sCllutjneers.. Quite a few members .had, unfortun
ately, withdrawn' from the meeting before the votirig 
took place, o.wing, doubtless, to the lateness of the 'hour. 

It will be seen that the first part of the amendment 
and of th"e motion aTe identically the same. The point 
of difference in our meeting was, largely in what way 
shall we manifest our objection to the modernism in the 
University? By an almos·t unanimous demonstration; 
we stand opposed to any departure on the part of the 
denomination from our historic position; some of us 
would voice that opposition by an immediate !3everance 
of ourselves, others 'would prefer the adoption of less 
drastic means at present, in the hope that a piling-up 
mountahi· of prote'st and demand will force a cleansing 
of the fountain-head-McMaster University. 

I adrvise you to read and re-read the motion. It speaks 
for itself. It expressel! our unshaken belief in the Word 
of God, and our .expectation that 'any eduCational enter
prise to which we could contribute must be free from all 
the contaminations of unbelief and destructive criticism. 

~hat has been our position for over a year, and not 
.one cent of our. Missionary Contributions has gone· to 
the Univell"Sity funds during that time-:..-neither from 
Church or .School offerings. Mark that weH, and who
ever says differ~ntly pe.rverts the truth. !. 

I am persuaded that our Church has no occ~sion to 
hang her head in shame for 'her year-old position, and 
certainly ,not for her strengthening' of that position bY' 
the recently. adopted motion. I believe we have honoured 
Christ and the Bible, and that we have acted. discreetly, 
and with severity tempered by thoughtful love. Let us 
stand, firmly stand, 'mid the world's mad strife. More 
than ever"we must be on our· Watch Tower. Increasingly 
must we pray humbly and sincerely for Divine Guid
ance continually, belieVing assuredly that He who has 
led is leading still, and will guide us all along the way. 
. Beloved, I urge you to loyalty to Christ and to the' 
many-sided task which is. ours amongst the souls of 
Verdun first, and then in the regions b'eyond.-William 
Price. . 

Brother Prnce 'Complains that our rep'ort: published· 
above was "llliisleadiing"; ap.d also ,that we went '.'out 
of our way to give. wrong' impres·sionsconcerning a 
church and pastor who have ever stood for'the faith", 
etc. Let U's examine-our st3Jtement. We said that we 
were informed that Brotlh·er Price had giv·en his people 
to understa:nd he was not in sympathy wieth Marshall
ism. Tn-at is sur:e1y corre~t. And then we say tbat 
'~the day before ·the vote he issued a drcu1lar to the 
members of the church, urging them to stand by the' 
old Convention. This, of course, waJs his ri.ght, but 
apparently a good many of his m1embers had, up to 
that time, supposed he was . on, the other side of the 
question". 
. Br·other Prj·ce says of the letteJr he ,addressed to the 
members of the' church: "That this letter would be' . 
help1fu:1 toward cintelligent action i-o regard to the atti
·tude of our chUirch to the -Boards was my one d.esire 
and intention when I had it sent ouct." We suppose 
Brother Price's objection to our art,ide-1fuat it was 
"mislead'ing and gave a wrong impression" refers PM
ti'cu'lar'ly to our sayti'ng that his letter urged his mem
bers to s'tand by the old Convention. Brother Price 
dlid not send U's a copy of the Ie'1:ter- he sent to the 
members of the 'chu1"ch, but a c·opy reaeched ucs from 

A COMMUNICATION FROM THE PASTOR TO EVERY 
MEMBER OF THE VERDUN BAPTIST CHURCH. 
At a Church Meeting to be held next Wednesda'Y 

evening, the 23rd inst., 'a resolu·tion. 'may be presented 
which has for its object the withdrawal of Verdun Bap
tist Church from 'membership' in the Baptist Convention 
of Ontario and Quebec. It may be that very few mem
bers of our Church know what is really meant by the 
term ·"The Corivention", and what is involved in with
dlI'awaI therefrom, so this message' is being sent to the 
members in order to enlighten them, !lnd enable them to 
cast an intelligent vote next Wednesday. 

"The ConventioJl" is an assembly of the Baptist 
Ch'll1"ches of Ontario and Quebec, united for the purpose 
of undertaking various Christian and charitable activi
ties. These activities are carried on by groups of men 
known as "Boards", appointed ,by the delegates from the 

. Churches at the Annual Conv~ntion. 
The Boards at present in operation are:

The Home Mission Board. 
Canadian Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 
McMaster University. 
The Board of Religious Education. 
Board of Publication. 
Church Edifice Board. 
Ministeri'al Superannuj1tion Board. . 
Western Mission Board. ' 
Grande. Ligne. Mission: 

The names of the Boards largely explain their pur
pose and work. Our Church is well acquainted with the 
work of the Home Mission Board. For most of. 
the years of our existence the Home .Mission BoaTd COIll
trihuted to the support of our Pastor, a work which 
they are doing for many Churches in the Convention to
day.. Our present Pastor came to us on the recommenda
tion of the Home Mission Board Superintendent, Rev. 
C. H. Schutt. 

The Foreign.' MJssion Board assists . the Baptist 
work in .Ind~a and' Bolivia, which is under the control of 
the Canadian Baptist Foreign Missionary Society. Many 
devoted missionaries known to us personally are sup
ported by our own BO'ard, notably Rev. Sidney Hillier 
and his wife, Rev. John McLaurin' and his wife, Miss 
Hatch, MIss' Murray, Miss Hinman, Miss Eaton and 
·others. '. . 

McMaster University. needs no special mention here, 
as the Church last year decided to withdraw support 
from thi-s Institution. " 

The Board of Religious Education is better known 
as the Sunday School Board. It co-ordinates the 
work of the Sunday Schools and'. ddreets the' Home 
Study and other Scripture examinations. 

The Board of PubIi!!ation issues the Canadian Baptist, 
the official organ of the denomination in Ontario and 
. Quebec. . .. 

. We are thoroughly fainilillir with the work of the 
Cl1urch Edifice Board, for it· has come to our help rp.ore 
than once. When our preseBt Building Fund was. 
launched, the Board gave us a loan of $2,000.00 at a 
very low rate of interest. It is doing this every year 
for a large number of, our struggling Churches. 

The Ministerial Superannuation Board' takes care of 
our 'retiring ministers, few of whom receive a sufficiently 
large salary to enable them to take care of their own 
future when D'ge overtakes them. . 

Western Canada is' being rapidly populated with men 
whose views are far .removed from those held by B'ap-

. tists and other Protestant Denominations, and the 
Western MJssion Board is planting and assisting in the 
support of a large number of Baptist Churches through
out the West. Many of these Churche/!. are for foreigDI-'· 
ers pure and simple. . . 

Grande Ligne Missi9n also speaks for itself. There is 
not ·a Protestant Christian in Canada, and least of all 
ina' Baptist Church, who would wish to see this work 
impaired; On,e of our mos.t seriou's menaces in the set-
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· tlement of Canada is the assumptions of the Catholic 
Church. <nande Ligne Mission preaches the gospel and 
offsets the work of the Roman Catholic Church. 

In speaking, therefore, o~ "leaving the Convention", 
· we have to seriously consider whether we are willing, 
as a Church, to remove ourselves from our solemn share 

· in ali these Christian and Ba.ptist movements which fO'l" . 
years have been doing such valiant work for our Lord, 
and in most of which we, as. a Church, have had a part 
for many yeaTS. 'J 

They have been built up' from small beginnings and 
.have been definitely owned of God. For instance, our 
devoted missionaries in India have had the joy of seeing 
30,000 conversions in 50 yeus. 

Until God withdraW's His approval, dare we withdraw 
our support from such work? 

Think seriously and sanely; :above 'all Pray earnestly; 
then act obediently to your God and not to man. You 
will never regret obeying such a Master. 

November 21, 1927. 

Let us noow examine Brother Price's .letter to his 
church members. He Salid, "A resolution may' be 
presenteld w:hich has for its· object the withdrawal of 
Verdun Baptist Churoh from membership in the Bap-

. tislt. Convention of Ontario and Quebec." He then 
proceeds to enumerate the functions o-f the various 
Boards and says: . . 

"In speaking, therefore, of 'leaving the Convention', 
we have to consider seriously whether we are willing, 
as a church, to remove ourselves from our solemn share· 
in all these Chlristian and Baptist movements which for 
years have been doing such valiant work for our Lord, 
and in most of which we, as a church, have had a part 
for many years." 

We :venture to say that noo one reading Mr: Price's 
letter 'COl:1M come to any other conclusion than that 
it was designed to ul'1ge. the membe!15' of the church 
to continue to support the Boards of 'the Co-nventi.on. 

We were recen,tly visited by a member of th~ Verdun 
Church of whom we eriquired in what partic~lar we 
hald, as was .reported from a certain quarter, injured 
Fundamenta'llfsm in Mon1Jrelal by our visit. This mem
ber of the Verdun Chul"Ch-if his statement is incor
rect; we sh.aH be' glad to puMish M·r. Price's corre·ction 
-inf.ormed us that Mr'. Price had nothlin-g to do with 
the church's a·cJtlion in cutting off sU'PIPoort from Mc
Master Univer·sity; ·t!hat two of the laymen of the 
churtch respectively moved and sec.onded it, and the 
church responded to thei,r leadership and voted; and 
it. W3JS not until after the vote had been taken that 
Mr. Price remar.ked that persona!lly he had not con
tributed to McMaster University f.or slOme time. 

Now what are the ·bal'd !facts 0'£ 1!he case? Mr. Pr:ice 
said nothing at all to his church members about the 
fad that the Home Mission Board had muzz"lied its 
pastors, imlpl.iIcitly forbiidding them to discu>ss the j:on
trover,sy. He did not :inform his people that the Home 
MIssion Board Ihad pen3!lized every man who had 
dared to take his stand against McMaster-witness 
the cases of Rev. J. H. Peer, df Willowdale; and Rev. 
W. J. Thoomston, of Long Branch. He did not inform 
his members that while the Home Mission pastoflS 
were muzZ'led and forbi'dden to discuss the contro
versy, members of :the Home Missi'on Hoard discussed 
it freel1y, including the Superintendent, Rev. C. H. 
Schutt. 

Mr. Prlice fanled to inifol"'m Ms members respecting 
the views .of some of the Foreign Mis1sionaries, nota'My 
tlhat of Rev. Roy Ben'S-'!n, who, while on furlough, is 

. t~king a course at Chicago University! Mr. Price 
did not n.n£orm the members of Verdun Church that 
when the British Columbia 'brethren who WIthdrew 
from the Convention requested the Foreign MissIon 
Board to aSISign thellll cert3Jin missional"ies whom they 
might support, expl"essing their desire to send their 
contributions direct to Toronto, for tl~e reason that 
they coulld have no feUowship w~th the Baptist Union 
df Western Canada, .that the Foreign Mission Board 
replied ,refusing to accept their money, and insitSting 
:tJhat they must re'cognize the 'authority of the Baptist 
UnJion oolf We'Stern Canada. 
. Mr. Prrce refers to the Publication Board as re

sponsible for th~ publication of The ·Canadian Baptist; 
but Mr. Price did not inform his members that The 
Canadiqn Baptist is an advocate of McMaster Uni
veIisity and her tea1ching and ipoticies, and tha~ its 
columns are abso'luteIy dosed to everybody wh.o 
OOPposes McMaster University and the tea-ching of 
Professor Marshall-and this notwithstanding the fa'Ct 
that at the Convention in 1924 the following resoolu- . 
tion, firrst .proposed alS an amendment to the Publica
don Board"s report, by the Editor of this paper, was, 
at his' suggestion, incorpoorated in the Hoard's' report, 
and unanimously addpted by the Convention: 

"Whereas, matters of vital importance to our denom
inational life, requiring free and frank discussion, fre
quently arise between the annual meetings of Conven
tion; and 

Whereas, the only forms where such discussion between 
Conventions, on a Conventionwide. scale, lis possible, is' 
The Canadian Baptist, therefore, be it resolved, 

Th'at the Convention respectfully suggest to the Edi·tor 
of The Canadian Baptist and to the Publication Board 
that they should encourage the discussion of denomina.
tional problems in the colums of the paper; and that 
where such discussions are of a controversi'al character, 
the utmost care should be exercised to give equal oppor
tunity for discussion to both sides of the .controversy. 
And further, I 

That since T1te Canadian Baptist is the official organ 
of this Convention, and is published for the propagation 
of Baptist principles, this resolution is not intended to 
propose the opening of the columns of The Canadian 
Baptist for the expression of principles subversive of 
evangelical faith." 

·Mr. Price did not inform the members of the Verdun 
Church ~hether or not The Canadian Baptist published 
the resolution opposing' McMaster, adopted by that 
church ,in November a year agoo. On this point we are 
not absolutely positive, but we have been unable in a 
hasty examination of our files to discov,e.r any report of 

.. Verdun's action in The Canadian Baptist. The resolution 
was, however, reported in' The Gospel Witness dated 
Decemher 9th, 1926. . 

Mr. Price did not inform his members that the Board 
of Religious Education, of which Rev. Geo. T. Webb 
is Secretary, sponsors and supports several Modernistic 
organizations, and that its general attitude is certainly 
decidedly hoospitable toward Modernistic principles. Mr. 
Price did not inform the members of tbe Verdun Church 
that the Western Mission Board sends its money to the 
Baptist Union of Western Canada, which is responsible 
for retaining and defending and supporting Brandon 
College with its semi-infidel teache.r, Professor Harry 
MacN eill. Mr. Price did not inform the members of the 
Verdu~ Church that. the .Chairm:i!-n ~f the Home Mission 
Board, and .the Chal1:man of th~ FmaJ:lce Committee of 
the Home Mission Board, are both members of the Board 
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of Governors· of McMaster, the latter being the Chair
man of the Board of Governors. Mr .. Price did not in
form his church members' that ,the Chairman of the 
Foreign Mission ·Board, Dr. John MacNeill, and the 
Secretary, Rev. H. E. Stillwell, are both engaged going 
from pla:c.t< to place defending Profes.sor Marshall and 
McMaster Univ.e.rsity, both of which the Verdun Church, 
by resolution, has condemned. Mr. Price did not inform 
the members of Verdun Church that the Chairman of the 
Board of .Religious Education, Mr. Harry L. Stark, a 
member of the Board of Governors of McMaste,r Uni
versity, is a Deacon of Bloor Street Baptist Church which 
had for its preacher ~ few Sundays before the Conven
tion, Professor G.e.orge H. Cross, of Rochester Theo
logical Seminary, who, in his book, "What is Christian
ity?" says: 

"And now after the lapse of all the intervening cen
turies, it is still an open question whether after all it 
was not misleading to call Jesus the Christ." 

. Once more: Mr. Price did not inform his chqrch 
members .. that the Convention, packed with proxy voters 
obtained by the efforts of McMaster's 'supporters, e,n
dorsed Professor Marshall at the Hamilton Convention 
in 1925. Mr. Price did not inform 'his ~hurch members 
that the Convention again at First Avenue Baptist 
Church, Toronto, in 1926, .e.ndorsed Professor Marshall 
and his teachings; anq censured those who criticized him 
as being guilty of misrepresentation. Mr. Price did not 
infonll his members th~t this Convention also was packed 
with proxy voters. Mr. Price did not inform his church 
me.tnbers that at the Temple Baptist Church last October, 
the Convention of .1927 again· enthusiastically endorsed 
the teachings of Professor Marshall. -

Mr. Price did not inform his members that at all these 
Convention meetings t~ men chiefly responsibly for" the 
Convention's action were members of the various Boards, 
including their officers. 
. Mr. Price did not inform his church members that the 
E~ecutiv.e. of the· Convention in 1926, in ·its· dying· hQ.urs, 
put through a resolution which the Convention did not 
understand, but which the Executive interpreted as an 
authorization to. go to Parliament to obtain a Bill to 
amend the Constitution of the Convention. Mr. Price 
did not inform his church members that that Bill was' . 
sponsored before the Private Bills Committee by Chan
cellor Whidd~n of McMaster, and Dr.,John MacN.e.ill, 
and others; and that its passage was obtained by the 
grossest misrepresentation ,of fact. Mr. Price did not 
inform his church members that by the provisions of that 
Bill any church that refu~d to support the Boards o.f 
the ·Conventio.n may be declared to be "out of harmony 
with ·the Convention", and deprived of all rights to send 
delegates .to the Conv.e.ntion. 

Mr .. Price did not inform the members of Verdun 
<?hurch that it was no longer po.ssible for him, as a Bap
tist pastor, to take a stand ag~llnst the Convention as a 
free man, but that, by dqing so, h~ would endanger his 
own head, and that the church itself would render itself 
lia:~le to expUlsion. On the contrary, implicitly,· Mr. 
Pnce lauded all the Boards of the Convention; and 
c.e .... tainly urged them, by so doing, to support the Con-
vention and the Boards. . 

"But what did Brother Price do?· What resolution did 
.he sijpport? After the Convention had for three suc
cessive years endorsed Pro.fessor Marshall and d.e.nie~ the 

truth of McMaster's Modernism which the Verdun 
resolution of November, 1926, alleged'; after the. Cpn
vention haq by Parliamentary authority amended its' 
Constitution to enable it to expel any cHur.ch which might 
be declar.e.d "out of harmony" with it; and after the 
Cpnveption had expelled one of the oldest Baptist 
churches in the Convention for protesting against Mc
Master's Modernism, Brother Price. with-save the 
word I-an "optimism" which might well be called 

·"ostrichism" for its dauntless hopefulness--or "for its 
utter blindness .to facts, contents himself with a resolution 
whi.ch ."calls upon the. authorities of t~ University to 
take such steps as will meet the conscientious protests o.f 
hundreds of Bible . .;}oving Baptists who do not wish to 
withdraw from the Convention iLit ill P91'sible to. co-
operate with it." , 

Here at last is one ea'se where "hope deferred" has 
not "made the ib.·eart 'sick" ! .. 

We leave' it to our readers, as' they read our 
paragrapH reporting our meetings in Montreal, in the 
light of all the fa·cts to judge. whether our words were 
~'misleading" or gave a "wrong impression." By such 
actions as that .of Mr. Price, Fundamentalism in the 
Convention of Ontario and Quebec' is far more endan
gered than by the open assaults of Mod~rnism. It is 
folly for Mr. Price to say that he is standing for Fun
damentalism when he throws the weight of his influence 
to lead his people .to support th~ Boards o.f the Conven
tion and the Convention itself, which' have riot only 
sponsored McMaster University, but have taken means 
t? silence eV,e.ry voice that· dares to utter i,tself against 
McMaster's apostasy'.. . 

We hope we do not need to add that the columns of 
The· Gospel Witness are always open to any man whose 
cours~ is criticized and whose 'name is mentioned. 

WILLOWDALE BAPTIST CHURCH. I 

The Willowdale Baptist Ohurch is greatly rejoicing because 
. of the showers of blessing God So graciously showered down 

upon, us on the occasion of the second anniversary. Rev. 
C. J. ~oney, of Hamilton, :was tht;! special speaker. He came 
to us In the. fulness of the bleSSIng of .the gospe} of Christ .. 
In the mormng at 10 o'clock Mr. Loney spoke to the Bible 
School; at that meeting twenty-five came out for Christ 
and confessed Him publicly for the first time. At 11 o'clock 
we had a· great meeting for Christians. What a glorious 
meesage it was, "The appeal of the Cross"! Over forty 
walked to the front broken up by the' power of God's Holy 
Word, applied by the Holy Spirit, and rededicated their lives 
to God. In the evening the church was filled to capacity. 
G04 ~as with us in power. Souls were gloriously saved 
and lIves reconsecrated. 'rhe whole day was a mighty 
demonstration of the fact that. the old gospel still saves. 
Praise the Lord! 

On behalf of the Willowdale Baptist Church we wish to 
express, through the pages of The Gospel Witness, our deep 
appreciation to the indivi~uals and churches who so nobly 
ca~e. to Qur rescue, m~king it possible :for us to purchase 
our lot and building. It gives us great joy and courage in 
this hour of apostasy that there are· those who are willing 
to sacrifice for, and stand with, weaker churches in their 
stand for the glotious faith once' for all delivered to the 
saints. We still need the heip of God's people, and shall be 
grateful for gifts toward our wQrk. 

We wish to thank the Editor of The Gospel Witness for 
so kindly giving us space in his paper for the appeal for 
our wo:r~. . . 

Signed oJ}. behalf o:f the· church, . 
G. M. STEPHEN, 
F. CAFFIN, 
J. ·CHIPENASE. 
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,uIpit 
DROOPING FAI.TH·· 

iaruis ~trttt 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Pr·eached in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, ~unday Morning, December 4th, 1927. 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"And· David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul: there is nothing 
better for me than that I should speedily escape into the land of the Philistines; and SallI shall 
despair of me, to· seek me any more in any coast of Israel: so shall I escape out of his hand .. "-· 
I Samuel 27:1. 

It is often possible £or us ·to profit by the experi
ences of other peopIe. It i's 'true there are slOme things 
which may be learned only in the 'school O'f personal 
experience. A father 'sometimes vainly endeavours to 
instruct his ,son: he warns him of coming dangers; 
he tells him 'Of the .rough places in the road, of the 
enemies that lie in wait for him; and he reinforces 
his counsel ,by reference to his own experiences,· for 
he s,eeks. to 'save the boy from much that he has had 
to face l:J.imself, and in doing so, forgets that he looks 
upon life through the eyes of a mature man who has 
learned to appraise ,the values of life by :standards of 
experience that have cost much in theit; erection; 
whereas the boy looks upon life with the eyes of the 
inexperien·ce of youth, and his father's ·counsel too 
oDten, therefore, falls upon deaf ears. There is DlOt one 
of us here who cannot remember when we were so 
advised, but we thought ourselves superior to those 
who had travelled the road before us' But there are 
some things we have learned because we have experi-
enced them' ourselves. . 

Sometimes it is pos'sible to study -qther lives', and 
to learn fron;J. their experience how to· eS'cape from 
some of life's perils, and how to triumph ove~ great' 
trials. I think it is for that reason the Bible is full . 
of biogmphies. It does concern itself' sometimes 
with rlte 'statement of principles in the abstract, but 
v·ery of·ten it gives us concrete illustrations of the 
outworking of those principles; and so we have the 
inspired recorc;l of. many 'a godly life-:--'and of many 
an ungodly life too-that we may emulate the one, 
and aV'Oid the other. 

David's life is r·epIete· with instructibn. H;e was a 
man after God's own heart, he was 'a man whom God 
greatly uS'ed, he was one of His "chosen vessels", one 
of His specially-ordained instruments for the accom
pHshmen~ of His purpose, and v·ery especially he was' 
,the type and prophecy of the Coming One, even of 
great David's grea>tt~r Son. But here we find David 
in a dull mood, on "a cloudy and dark day," when he 
is despondent in spirit, his soul is cas't down and dis-' 
qui·eted 'within him; ·and in the midst of. !Jis many 
trials he says, "It is noo use; if I stay here I shall be 
overwhelmed at la·st. I have escaped 'a good many 
times, I have h.ad many a trying ex>perience, I have 
been almost defeated again and again; but some day, 
some day, the enemy will be too much for me. I shall 
now perish lOne qay by the han~ of Saul. There is 
no prospect fur me here, there is no future here; s6 

far as I can see, the immediate future is clouded. 
Whatever may come when Saul is gone, I do not 
know; but while he lives I had better get out of his 
way. Ther'e is nothing better f.or me than that I 
should run"away from home, and escape into the fand 
'of the Philistines. Then I shall 'be forgotten, and 
when Saul ymn'Ot· find me in any of the coasts' of' 
Israel, he will despair of 'ever accomplishing'. his P1!r
pos'e, and so I 'shall escape out 'of his hando" 

David is not the only one who has found a place 
under the juniper tree; he is not the only servant of 
God who had to live his life benea1!h a leaden sky, 
when there was not enough blue to make a suit of 
clothes; not a patch of blue in the day, and not a star 
in ;the night. Did you ever get to' that place 'when 
you said, "I shall one day perish. I escape at times, 
but sooner or later I ·shall go down to defeat"? 

i..et us ,examine this story, let us look at its psy
chol'Ogy, 'as weU 'as its 'theology, and see what the 
Lord would teach us out 'Of this bilt of history. 

1.' 
First of all, there is' the fact that ItVItN THIt ProPLIt OF 

GOD' MAY SOMItTIMItS LOSIt HItART, that eV,e.n genuinely 
Chri'stian p'eople may sometimes find it difficult to say, 
HaUelujah. I know very well that there are people 
who are naturally ,of a cheerful and amiable disposi
tion, and you muslt not be too sure that it is because 
)'lou have attained to 'Some superior height that you 
are able to .smile always. Some people need more 
grace to say HaUelujah than others. There ar~ some 
people ll'pop. wvom the burden's of life lie very lightly, 
who never carry any very heavy responsibi.lities, who 
can throw off their difficulties a:s 'easily 3iS they can 
evade their duties, and be happy 'when there is not 
much to be happy a:bout. We may well be . thankful 
for a naturally cheerful ,disposition; but I do believe 
that ev,en the most. melancholy soul, I mean ,the one. 
to whom melancholy is natural, ought to be able, by 
divine grace, to pmi'se the Lord.' I do not know what 
our religion' ils for if i,t is not to save us frOom gloom 
as well a's from guilt. We ought ,to be able to sing:-

. "Joy to the world; the Lord -is com'e!" 
That is the ideal and the possilble; but, notwith

standing, there are times when we have to hang our 
·harps on the willows, f.or "they Ithat carried us away 
captive required of us a song", 'and we ·say, "How 
s'ha'll we sing the Lorcrs song in a strange land?" 
So we hang our harps upon th.e willows as we ·sob out 

,our gri'ef beside some Babylonian stream .. 
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I want to remark tha~, a~ter all, David's gloom was 
not wholly unreasonable. He had had a good, many 
things to fill him with 'alarm. Y,ou read of the ,life 
of David, and of that great day when he'returned in 
triumph from the slaughter of the giant, when he was 
everywhere acclaimed asa national hero. 'The women 
of IsraelI 'said, "Saul hath slain his thousands, and 
David his ten thousands." Yo.U, say, "That was a 
great day. I should like to b!! like David," But" my 
friends, no man can in any measure share David's suc
cess without being exposed to David'is hardships. His' 
very -success became the occasion of his trouble, {oOr in 
that day jealousy gripped the heart of Siul, and he 
"eyed David from that day ,forward"; he who ought 
to have ,been ,'his great'est friend_ he~came his greatest 
enemy, and he was, pursued .from place to pla'ce. 
hunted a-s a deer is hunted by' the hounds, the victim 
of the greatest possible ingratitude, and again and 
again but n'artowly escaped ass'assirvation at the hand 
0.'£ Saul. And, having had so much of it, it is noOt 
surprising lrilat at last even his ,great spirit W3!S bowed 
beneath it, and he said, "I shall now perish oOne day 
by the hand of, Saul". ' " , 
, It is ea'sy to ,scold peoplle in their despondent mood; 
nothing is easier when you are on ~he mountaintap 
yourself than to criticise thos'e in the valley.' But the 
shadows of the valley sometimes -take the song from 
our lips and the gladnes·s ofrom our hearts, sometimes 
we are face to: £ace with great difficulties; and \ it is 
not unreasonable that we -should be full of gloom. 

Especially is it so because we have a particular enemy. 
David had had, many enemies-even his brothers 
failed to appreciate him. y.ou will recall that Eliab 
said, "I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of.lthine 
heart; ',for thou art come dowf!. that thou mightest' 
'see the baffle," It is rather distressing when ,a man's 
own 'brother does noOt understand him, it is a little 
'hard when people have difficulties in their own fam
ilies, is it not? VV' e have ,come upon daY'S now when 
on religious grounds we are findi~g families divided 
against themsdves, a husband against his wife. But 
David had a gre'a,ter ,diffi'culty than that: there was 
one man who was his sw,orn enemy, who was deter
mined to hav'e his life; he was a relentless, murderous, 
'foe, Who lo-st nq opportunity to persecute this chiJd of 
God. ' 

Let u~ nev~r £.orget that" there is a spiritual foe that 
always persecutes the 'child, of promise. It is the old, 
old,. -story 0.£ Ishmael and ISaac, ,the son of the ,boOnd
woman and the son of the free. "The, flesh lusteth 
against ,the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh"; 
and above aH ouradversari~s, the devil as a roaring 
Hon walketh a'bout "seeking whom he may devour". 
What a .terrible time he gives us sometimes! How 
the principalities and powers ,affl.i~t u's! And some
times we' seem to reach the limit of our endurance, 
and have to say, "I am almost at the end, I greatly' 
fear that 'one day I shall perish by the hand of Sau1,." 
T~ere is no di'stress like spirit,ual distress, 'there is 

'no' gloom like -spil;ituat gloom, there is' nothing that 
can afflict the spirit lik,~ ,1!he' fear of ,being overcome 
in the battle. 'I1her'e is a "man or 'worn'an here 'this 
'morning who is consdous of soine specia:l enemy that, 
a.ttacks you at" your weakest point, and you fear that 
some day you may perish. WeU; it is not unreason-

able, because David had but narrowly. escaped again 
and again... You remember how ~aul had C3.'st the 

'javelin at him, and 'he had es'caped out of his presence 
with his heart in his mouth~r perhaps it Was more 
nearly in his boots. DOwnhearted he was ,now; and 
a's he thought of the record of the past, of, how 
narrowly he had escaped destructi-on, he said, "Can it 
be that I sHall always 'be delivere'd? I am a:fraid that 
one day the enemy will be victorious." 
, , Look hack over the past, and see how narrowly you 
have escaped destruotion again' and again. No, we 
cannot say we have triumphed glorious,ly in'the hour 
of temptation, that there has 'been ,a'large margin of 
safety, and ,that we were neyer nearly overcome. How 
many of us have escaped from doubt 2nd despair by 
the skin of our teeth! Almost, but not quite, beaten. 
Then as we have thought of it we have s'aid, "I shall 
one day perish.'" " 

But the extraordinary thing is that on this particu
lar occasion David seemed to have less reason to be 
gloomy than usuai. That is the sUI'prising thing, for 

,he ha's j\lst now '~ad a great victory. Saul ha,s, been 
delivered into his hand; 'he has found 'him, and has 
gone and' taken Saul's own spear from his bolster 
while Saul was as~eep, and then when he had· put a 
safe distance between himself and his enemy, from the 
hiUtop,!he lifts' up hi,s voice and reproves Abner, mocks 
at him fo,r riot having mOl'e carefully kept his master. 
Saul recognizes the voice of Dav:id, and is full 'Of dis
tress. David tells him how the' Lord had delivered 
him into his hand, ,and ·how he might 'bave taken his 
head 'from hi1m, but that he would not put forth his 
hand against the Lord's anointed. And, Saul answered 
him, "J have sinned: retjurn, my s'on David: fur I will 
no moore do thee harm, hecause my soul was precious 
in thine, eyes this day: behold, I have played the fool, 
and hav,e erred exceedingly." His worst enemy' had, 
spoken to him in Ifriendly terrns, and r~cognized his 
goodnes's. It really Iooked 'as, though' the dangers 
were now past for ever-and yet it 'was immediately 
foUowing 1!hat hour of 'yictory ~nd of triumph that 
David said, "I shall now perish one day by the hand 
of Saul.~' ' . , 

What is the explanation of that?' It may have been 
a natural reaction. We need to be careful of ourselves 
in the hours of victory; no ·time is So dangerous as 
when we :are on the crest of the waves. I remember 
Dr. ClifFol'd once "saying to me as we were talk!ing 
about certain things--Jhe was very intimate with Mr. 
Uoyd George, haid kn'Own him frqm a very young man, 
and when Mr. Lloyd George was Prime Minister, and 
he was looked upon as' tne 'savio\1r; not only, of the 
Empire' but of 'alL dvilizati'OIl, pro Clifford said, "I 
said to him the other day that this W3:S ,his most 
dangerous hour; 1!hat I had' not feare'd for him when 
all men spoke evil of him, but now that 'his' praises 
were upon everyone's lips, thel'e was'the possibility 
of hi!;! being'spoiled." It is true, d'ear friends, we are 
never in greater 'danger fhan when we s~em to· 'be 
vktorious; never- are the perils' thicker than when 
,there seems to be no peril' at all; arid the reaction 
'froOm those moments of triumph are l~kely to 'throw 
tis into great gloom. " ' , " , ' 

,Witness the familiar ~a'se'oOf Elijah after' his great 
triumph ,on MoUnt Carmel when aU 'the prophets a£ 
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Baal wen~ dow:n, before him, ~hen fire ca'me ,down 
from 'heaven, andC!fue ·heav.ens were mad'e black with 
doudis, and· there was a sound of a'bundance, and by 
and 'by, '~n a;bundance :of rain.' Then poor Elijah ran 
away into the wilderness, ifrightened 'Out of his life qy 
the t!hr.eat 0.£ ·a woman! Of course, you cannot blame 
him fur that; yeu know there wa;s real danger I There 
always is when J eze'bel gets after you. But there you 
find him under the juniper tree s'aying, "It is enough; 
n'Ow, 0 Lord, take away my life; for I am n'Ot cbetter 
than my ~athel'S." 

I wonder ,if there are any here this morning like 
th'at? After .the long strain, aflter a .period of intense 
concentration which has resulted :in some notable 
achievement until for a brielf hour it has been all Hal
lelujahs, and, then suddenly there is a readion, and 
a~ay you go under the ju.niper .tree. You have the 
blues! 

Or it· may ,ha'V'e 'been that David was more 
afraid of Saut'~ benedictions than of his curses. You 
-need to the on your guard .when some .people speak 
well of you, you need, to Ibe afraid of some people's 
compliments I They may 'be sweet as honey, but there 
is danger of there being poison in the honey~ What
ever be the 'reason, the fact is there, that following 
that v,idQry David was 'almost gripped with despair. 

Did you come to church .this morning saying, "Well, 
I do not know whether it is worth while going out 
to-day or not; I have not a bit of peace in my) heart; 
I do not feel like worshipping. The whole week has 
been against 'me, and it seems .to me that I might 
almost as weH give. up, but perhaps I had better go"? 
Well, we 'are glad you are ·here. It may :be that the 
Lord will send you some message this morning. 

But I want 'you to look now for a minute at the 
faithlessness of. it. What right had David to say, "I 
shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul"? Had, 
not God ,made a prQrnttse to him? Had He not estab
lished His covenant with David ?-"AlthoU'gh my 
house be not so with God; yet he hath made with me an 
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure!' 

. Did we' not read this morning, "1 have found David 
my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him"? 
Did He not .say, "I have laid help upon one that is 
mighty; I have exalted one dlosen out of the people"? 
Of course ~t pointed, in the distant future, to our 
glorious Lord Himself; but first of all .to David, and 
through David to Christ, for it was of David's line 
He came. And now, notwithstanding the God Who, 
cannot lie had. given him: His promise, he dares for a 
moment to forget Him, and.to say, "I·shlall now perish 
one day by the hand of Saul." 

I w.onder if we have, thus dishonoured God !by turn
ing our back upon His p.romises? I wonder if.we have 
,written bitter things against ourselves, saying, "After 
all, perhaps.I 'm'a,de a mistake. I even wonder Whether 
,I am a Chrisltian or. not. I have so many ups and ' 
· downs tha;t I wonder whether I am a Christian or not." 
· You know, t!here isa good deal of difference between 
,ups arid downs, and .ins and outs. I heard an old ,man 
,say some:' years ago-he was an old Calvinist who 
believed in the" per:severanee of the -saints-I heard 
him tell of visiting a si5'l:er one ,day who was greatly 
troubled; 'she wasita:fraid ,she had ,been entertaining a 

· false, hope, 'and: that· 'perhaps· after all she was not a 

Ohristian. He said, "Were you not born across the 
s,ea?" "Yes, sir, I was." You had to get to this coun
try .. Did you fly?" "Oh, no, I came by ship." "And 
did you have a smooth passage?" "Not at all", she 
said, "I supp'ose you 'had your ups and downs, did 
you not?" "Indeed", she said, "we did. Ups and 
downs all the way.'" "But", he said, "you did not 
have your ins and outs, did YQu?' You stayed in the 
ship all t,he time?" "Oh, yes, I was in th'e ship all 
the time." "And the ship arrived, did it not?" "Yes, 
it arrived." We have our ups and downs, you know, 
but n'Ot ou·r ins and outs, when we are included in 
the company who belong to the Lord. 

If you are saying, like David, this morning, "I shall 
now perish one day by the hand of Saul", I desire to 
set over against tlhat th,is w~rd, "They shall never per
ish, neither shall any man p~uck them out of my hand" ; 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only, begot
ten Son, thaI!: whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish." 11hat is what He ,came for; that is Why Jesus 
Christ died and ros,e again, in order that we might 
not perish. How dare you say, "I shall now perish 
one day by the hand .of Saul"? The promise o·f God 
is aga1inst thaI!: attitude. The promise of God would 
undergird you; you have the word of God "who can
not lie." Sure,ly then we shall never perish, neitiher 
shall any man p'luck us out of God's hand. 

Then another thing: ·in order that David's gloomy 
for,e!boding should come true, it would ,be necessary 
for God to make a new record; God would have ·to 
do 'a new thing under .the sun, for He never yet had 
suffered anyone who put his trust in Him to perish. 
Had we lived then, we migiht have s'aid, "But, David, 
do y'OU not rem~mber Abrahcam? He had a hard ·time, 
did he not? He had'to wait long for the fulfilment 
of the promicse, did he not? But did the Lord suffer 
him to be ashamed? D~d He not fulfil to His servant 
at last the' W'O,rdi upon whi.ch He had caused him. to hOlpe? 
Isaac -did n.ot have an altogether easy life. He was 
the fat'her of Esau as well as of Jacob, and he had a 
somewhat troubled domestic 'career. Yet he was gath
ered to his ,father's in peace; he was God's own. Jacob, 
too, was fucI1 of trouble, and once said, 'All t'hese 
things are against me.' But do you n'Ot remember 
that ere he died he cross'ed his hands in benediction 
upon the two children 'Of the 'so", whom he had supposed 
he never would see again, and s'aid, 'The Angel whiclt 
redeemed me from evil, bles's the lads'-do you not 
kn'Ow that? He did not suffer Jacob .to fall'. Have 
you not read the ·story .of M-os,es and of Israel, and of 
the outstretched arm of the Almighty? When the 
people of God trusted. in Him, did He not deliver 
tihem? Have you not r:ead of Canaan, and t'he glorious 
triumph there? What possesses you, David, to sup
pose that the God who ha1s never yet failed one who 
trusted in H~m, will fail you? What right have you 
to eXipect that God may do what He never ha's done 
and bring you to destruction?" 

Do you not see it, dear friends? He never has failed 
(anyone yet, never once. N ever has one of God's ch~l
dren risen up against Him to say, "I trusted in the 
promises of the Almighty, ,but they were not fulfilled 
to 'me". Every word He has ever spoken He has ful-

. fi'lled, 'or w.ill yet ftilfil. How dare you say that you 
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will peri'sh when He never has permJi.tted a trusting 
soul, to perish yet? 

Then anot~r thing: God would have to write 
a new record in David's experience. You say, "But 
that is history. What about my own personal experi
ence?" David might have said that. But we could 
have said, "Well, David, are you not the man who once 
said .that you kept your father"s sheep in the wilder
ness, and there came a lion and a bear, and took a 
lamb out of the flock; and you went after them and 
delivered the lamb, and s1ew the lion and the bear? 
And then did you not say that God did ,that? Did you 
not say, 'The Lord that delivered me out of the paw 
6£ the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will 
de1iver me out of :the hand of Ithis' Philistine'. Then 
did you not go out to Goliath .of Gath who was a 
bigger man: than Saul, a 'man wlho filled 'all Israel 
with terror? Yet when God put His Spirit in you, 
you made him' lick the dust until the people of Israel 
said you had Islain your tell's of thousands. Man, what 
has tome over you to suppose thait God would at this 
late day suffer you to falil?" 

Has He ever failed you, my dear friends? How 
many peop'le :here have had their prayers answered 
again an:d aga,in, let us see your hands. (A great host 
raised their hand's.) How many people are there here 
who wiN rise up and say, "I trusted .in 9:od, and He 
f3;iled to help me"-will you get up and speak this 
mQrning? If I were to stop preaching now and turn 
this into a testimony meeting, you 'Would not get hoine 
until night. 
,I do nqt know whether you have heard of the ,old 

lady upon whom Mr. Spurgeon once called? She was 
down in the dumplS and said, "I am afraid, sir, that I 
am not one of the elect." She was full of ,fears that 
she was going to perish-; she had no hope in Christ ,at 
all. Mr. Spurgeon said,' "Well, sister, I am not a rich 
man, but here is 'a five-pound note. I will give you 
five pounds for your hope in Christ. "What do you 
mean-seU J esU's Christ for five pounds? Why, I 
would not think of' it." "But," he said, "I thought 
you had no hope in Christ?" "Oh, well", she said 
"if you put it that way, I think I have." , 

" And so have you. You w:il1- not perish by the hand 
of Saul. "When a 'strong man armed keepeth his pal
ace, his goods are in peace: but when a stronger than 
he shall come upon him, and over,come him, he taketh 
from him rull hils arm.our wherein he trusted, and divid
e'l!h his ,spoils." Cheer up, my friends. W,hat do they 
say dn England-"Cheerio"? The Bible says. ,"Be 
of good cheer". That is my melSsage to you this morn-

~ ing-: ~e Lord is on the throne; He owiH see us through. 
What was that of Newton we were ,singing this morn-
ing?- , 

"His love, in time past, 
Forbids me to th:ink 

He'll leave me at last 
In trouble to. sink: 

Each sweet Ebenezer 
l'have in review 

Confirm'S His good pleasure 
to help m.e quite :th~ugh." 

Of course He wm; He WIh'O has ,bej:!'un 'a good work 
will ca~ry it out, ari~ perfect ,it unto the day of grace. 

Then again: David would have to lose a good many 
friends before this could .be true. Sometim~s we are 
wickedly urigra:teful in the· hours of gloom. Some
times we are tempted to look upon the dark side of 
things and refuse to see any ,brightness at all. It IS 

true "that Saul had been very unkind to David, 'but oh, 
his life had ,been filled with blessed fellowships. Not 
all the people he ohaid met had been bad people'. J ona
than had loved him as his owri soul. For his sake, 
Jonathan had taken off his coat and hils buckler and 
his sword, and ,had given them to David. Indeed, 
he had put aside !hi's royal robes, and had relinquished 
all claim to the crown; he ,had stood aside. Saul said 
to Jonathan, "As long as the son of Jesse l,iveoth upon 
the ground, thou ,shalt no't be established, nor thy 
kingdom." Amd Jonathan replied, in effect, "I think 
more of DaV'id the son of Jesse 1!han I do of the king
dom. I love him so much tlhat I would rather he wear 
the crown than that I shoul<J wear it." Jonathan had 
s'tood between David and ,danger. What a blessed 
friendship 1ihat had been \ And now David forgets 
all about him. There was Abiathar the priest and hi,s 

. family ,who were all murdered because of their loyalty 
to David the son of Jesse. Why, David had friends 
who were ready to die for him-yet he forgets it all 
in, tthis moment of gloom. Lift up your eyes a little, 
my friends, and when you take account -of the d'ark 
things of Ii.fe,-
"Count your blessin'gs, name them one by one; 
. And .rt ~illl surprise you what the Lord hath ,done." 

As a minister I have met many people who would 
have destroyed my confidence in God altogether had 
that been poslSible. I 'have met, in the course of my 
experience as a minister in the churclh ,00£ Christ, people 
who were as' base as Judas Iscar'iot, every whit.! Talk' 
to me about hiuman nature \ Tell me that human nature 

. is not depraved \ You ,cannot be a Bap:tist minister 
for twenity-five years with your eyes open without 
being 'convinced that that is true \ There is no doubt 
about ,that. But,.on ,the other hand, not in heaven 
iltlself shall we meet a greater loyalty' than we have 
on earth, because there has been a hit of heaven in it; 
tJhere is a ,tie that binds our hearts in kindred love, 
a felilowship of kindred 'minds that is like to that 
above. And I bear my'teS'1:imony as a minister, that 
though I have seen a great -deal ,of the other side, I 
have seen so many ,glorious exemplifications of the 
gospel of J esus Chr~s't, that if all the world were to 
tell me there is nothing in it, I .sho.uld have to say, 
"I ,have seen 'the gospel incarnated .too' often to give 
credence to that. ,I have seen 'some of God's redeemed 
people who were S'O like Chri:st that I felt, He had 
come Ito earth again." I . have no doubt. about tlhe 
gospe'l at all. And yet how. blind we are sorp-etimes 
when some little thing dlistresses UIS'\ We are liJ.{e 

" little children: we forget all the good things, 'and fill 
our memory with our present trouble. Oh, let us 
remember that. above and beyond all, oll,r' Jonathrun 
lives. He lives, .and -His friendship .is such that He 
gave. up His ~rone ,in' the glory, an:d carpe from the 
'highes't throne in glory .to the cross ,of deepest woe, 
. all to save you 'and me from pet:i~hing. 

. II. 
Just' one other word.-Oh, the f()llly of this \ "There 
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is nothim,g. petter for me than that I shOuld speedily know what I am 'talking about this morning; because 
escape into ,the land of ,the PhiHstine·s." How many I have e~erJe'nced these things. I sa~d, "I shall now 
times I have heard people say that! "I once thought perish lOne day. I had better go quietly out." I asked 
I might h~ a Christian, but I have been disappointed the Lord to let me go, but He would not let me go. 
so ofteri"-and the poor man was offended by some- All kinds of dooJ.'ls opened thaJt seemed. to be tempta
body, and so turned his back upon Christ, and ran tions, but He showed me it was not a very ·courageous 
away from .the church, ran away from all religious thiing to run away from Saul. Oh, think of it! David 
Hlfluences and said, ~'I may as well go into the world, who stood up before Goliath and said, "Thou comest 
and have my fling. There i's n'othing 'beUer for me' to me with a spear, and w~th a shJeId.: but I come to 
than that I should speedily escape into the land of . thee in the name'of tthe Lord of hosts, the God of the 
the Phili'Stine'S." . armies of Israel,- whom thou hast defied. This day 

I wonder 'are .there any you'ng people here this morn- will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand: and I will 
ing who, because the enemy has pressed you hard, smlite thee, 'and take thine he'ad from thee; and I will 
have -s'aid, "I don't know, I think perhaps the pepple gJ~e the.carcases of ,the host of the P.hilist~nes this day 
who live the worldly life yonder in Phiilistloa, are just unto .the fowls of the air, and to the wtld beasts ot 
as weB ,off ~s profess'ing Christians; and sometimes the eal1th, that all the earth may know that there is 
I ·have been templted to give up my profesS/ion and run 'a God in Israel"-that was herok, was it not? And 
away into the land olf .the Philistines." That would nO'W, poor ooward"":""for that is what he is, temporarily, 
be a sad day, my friendls. DavJd's difficuhies were not he is aJfraidof Saul. The man who had been afraid 
geographical; it did not make any differe.nce whether of Goliath, ·and did not dare go out to fight him, now 
he w.a:s ·in Israel or Philis:tia, he would have exactly filled David.iw~th such [ear that he wants to run away 
the same Itrou'ble. A blind man will 'Carry. his trouble from him. There are a great many people who run 
with h~m under a'll flags. ' a:way from difficulty 'like t'hat. ' 

Perhaps I have told you a'bout tthe man who used to I know many ministers in .this Convendon to-day 
bother me much in my church in London. He was a'lways who are llike the 'Levite of old, seeking to change 
on 'the outs wilth someone, he was always up the miff their place. Of cours'e, they do not announce it .in 
tree-<when he was not under the juniper. tree. He the press I-but I >could name them one by one. They 
seemed to 'be peculiar\y made. He had an excellent do not know that I know it, but I do; and they are 
wife, and I said to her qne day, "Mrs. So-and-So, sup- hoping eve-y day that some church will open its door 
pos.ing you and your husband were to take your let- to them. They say, "We'lJ, we have had a f.ew victor
ters and go to amother churdh ?""":""and I mentioned the ies, we have won a few victor-ies at the Convent·ion, 
name of ·another·church-"I have done aU I ·can for him. but we shall meet defeat one of these 'days, and I ha·d 
I have nursed him and 'carried h~m, and I cannot' do any befter juslt escape and go"-as'the cotoquial phrase is 
more. I just get h/ilm ~ltI'ailghtelIled 'Out and he is off again. -"while the ,going i's good. I ,should like to escape 
Suppos,jng' you .take your letters and go elsewhere?" . into the land of the Phiil,istJines." .But they will find 
"Oh, p.asltor," she 'Said, "your predecessor, Dr. John- it just as diffi'cu~.t there. Preachers are s~ foolish to 
stan, once ;said that when people,move they take their rush away from one ,church to anO'ther. In a'company 
mi'serable se'lves with them; we should 'be just a"s - 01£ preachers once when we were talking about our 
badly off if 'Ye were to leave her~ and go somewhere pastoral 'Ciiffi'cu1ties, I said to a certain preacher, "How 
dse. It would be the same old story within a week art things 'With you, Brother?" He sa'id, "Not v·ery 
or fwo." flourish'ing. I have a good many diffi'cultie's, but I am 

y.ou will not gel!: ridl of your trou:bles .by going into staying whel'e I am." "Well", I said, '~that i:s good." 
the land -of PhiHstii; you will not find it any better "y.e'S", he s'aid, "I have made up my mind that I may 
yonde'r in the wor,ld. David had a misera:b'le time as weU stay where I am, and save mo~ing expenses. 
when !he did go into the land of Philistia, and after a I migM better bear the iNs I have than fly to others 
while he found-wha:t ceMain Fundlamental~sts are that I know not of." He was wise, for he would have 
going to find jUlSt now~th'a:t he was bettween the two. been no better off in Philistia. 
When he got ou'1: of Israel,into'PhiNlStia, he found the The Lol"d showe·ci me that, and I said to myself, 
Philistines did nolt trust 'him; they did for a little "What SoOr,t of 'a 'church would fi,t me?" I thought of 
while, ,but no't f9r long. -:fhey began to say, "Is not some of the churches I knew, and fina,lly said, "They 
this the man who slew Golia'1:'h? Is this not the man ·are no nearer the divine pattern than this'." I could 
that inflicted an pverwhehning ·defealt on this land? not think of 'any church ,tha't would endeavour to cut 
And now he ,comes to make friends' with us." David loose from tne world, and make Jesus Christ the Head 
found he had no joy until he came back again. The of the ,church. And I said, "I do not think I wi'll g-o to 
truth is, the devil will follo'W you anywhere; tempta- PhiHst~a, I wiill stay in Israel; and we will have aNew 
tions wi1'l follow you wherever you go. If you have Testa'ment ch~h (;)0 the corner 'of Jarvis and Ger~ard 
a thorn in the,flesh, you w.il1 nolt lose it 'by going to Streets. If we cannot have one here. I have no rIght 
PbliHstia; you wi'll carry it with you .. Saul witt pursue to expect that God will give me one anywhere else 
you there, and' you will have the Philistines on your' in the world." . . 
back .into the barga"in. You had better stay where My dear friends, it 'i,s far' better to stay ann face 
you are. The' :fact i,s, you ha:d beUer win a victory, your difficulties. 'Don'f run a:way to Philistia; becau~e, 
'by God's g-race, where you :are. . . i!f you do, you will only have to come back ·agam. 

I willi tell you this, and then I ·have done. I once Take the promise of God. the promis.e of power to 
wanted to run away from this ch~rch. For two years' 'overcome all difficulltit~·s. Let U'S cast ourse'lves befdre 
I asked the Lord to let me run away to Philistia. I God a'nd say, "If God be for us, who can ,be against us? 
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We wm Istay where God puts us, face .our difficulties, , 
and fight it out to victory. Then God will get t~ glory." 

If any of you are not saved, I bring you that mes
sage this morning, tlhat if you will put your trust in 
the Lord J esuoS Christ, in spite o·f your disposition 
toward evil, in spite of all your temptations and the 
strength of the tempter, 10u sharI not perish by -the 
hand of Saul, you shall nev-er ,perish, but· H~ will give 
unto you eternal life .. 

Let us ask Him so to do·: 0 Lord, we thank Thee 
for the promise of eternal salvation. We thank Thee 
that Thou, hast made J esUos Christ the Aut~or o~ 
eternal s'alvation, and that 'we have Thy sure word that 
we shall never perish. Help us now in simple faith 
to 'cast ,ourselves upon Thy promise, and to go from 
this place this morning rejoicing in the Lord. We 
ask it in His I\.ame, Amen. 

. The Final Chapter 
, Reprinted from The Gospel Witness of June tenth, nineteen hundred and twenty-two. The reason for 

, . reprill:ting is given in our lea,ding article in this i~sue. 

In the historic Jai-vis street Baptist Church, on the eve- our member~hip on March 31st, 1921, shortly after which the 
ning of Wednesday, June 7th, 1922, at a very largely at- first vote was taken, and even if, by the circulation of 'lists, 
tended meeting of the ohurch, there was written the final such as they have circulated to obtain these 341 names, they 
chapter in the record! of the attempt to silence the con.,. could then have secured the same number of votes as those 
servatjve testimony of the Pastor in Jarvis Street pulpit, names represent, they. would still have been twenty-seven 
and so to discredit him in the estimation of the Denomina- short. of one third, as our membership was then eleven 
tion as aibsolutely to destroy', his influence in the Baptist hundred and four. ' 
Convention of Ontario and Quebec. This, beyond all ques- :, The withdrawal of 341 is a serious cleavage all will admit;. 
tion, was. the sinisUlr motive behind the events which" for hilt surely no one will deny the right of the remaining more 
the past two years, and particularly sin~e Marclij ,1921, than two thirds of the membership to aetermine the affairs 
have ,brought Jarvis Street so prominently into the public of Jarvis Street Church. The num1?er of withdlrawals, how
view. To tell the story of this closing chapter, and briefly ever, is sufficiently' large to require some explanation. 
and plainly to explain the means employed in effecting 
the great cleavage in this historic church, is the purpose 
of this article. 

MEMBERS DISMISSED 
At that meeting the following resolution was unanimous-

ly carried:- , 
"That the request of the members of Jarvis Street Bap

tist Church, bearing date of April 12th, 1922, over the 
signatures of 'Gideon Grant, Chairman, Evangelin~ Watson, 
Secretary' (but receiv:edi from Mr. Gideon Grant, MaY'24th), 
for dismission from memberShip in this church "for the 
purpo.se of organizing a new Reg!Jlar Baptist Church' within 
the Oonvention of Ontario and Quebec," be and is hereby 
granted; and that the Clerk of this Church is' hereby in
structed to prepare and !3end a letter certifying such dis
mlSSlon, which letter shall bear the names of all those 
applying whose names were on the church roll; and that the 
said letter shall be in a form which shall indicate the stand
ing of each member dismissed!, in respect to the date and 
manI\er of admission into the church, and attendance at the 
Lord's Toole." " . , 

By this resolution 341 members were dismissed, who with 
the passing of that resolution' ceased to :be members of 
J'arvis Street· Church. . 

The, members of Jarvis Street Church entertain only the 
kindliest feelings toward those who have withdrawn from 
our fellowship. They have prayed that God would ,in ais 
mercy deal with the whole church; and for that reason, we 
have refrained from any effort to retain in the membership 
of the. church any w,ho ~ere being importuned to leave us. 
We longed to visit some upon whom tremendous pressure 
had been brought, to secure their names for the list. But 
we refrained from doing so, because we had .asked the Lord 
to order the whole matter according to His will. . 

Now tliat they are gone, and there remains no danger of 
our being misunderstood., we are free to say that we follow 
them with our prayers'; and with tlte conviction.' that many 
of them will 'some day come to see how they have been 
misled; and will discover that they have yieldied to influences 
which were not from God. . And we want to assure our 
separated brethren and sisters who were once .faithful 
members of this church, that we cherish only sentiments 
of affection for them, and pray that 'God may lead them in 
such a· way that they may experience ilie fulness of' His 
grace in all the years to come. 

Lettel'S were granted to 341 members. Our membership 
until then was 1,271, so th"at 82 less than one third 'of the 
membership applied for dismission. Even on the basis of 

HOW THE l>~FECTION BEGAN 
The movement resulting in this serious defection showed 

itself openly by the announcement in a Toronto evening 
pa.per of the formation of a "Men's Committee of Jarvis 
Street Baptist Church," in April, 1921. 

The leading spirit in this CaDlllaign,' which it was asserted 
was to preserve "Old Jarvis Street," became a member of the 
church only five months before the beginning of the present 
pastorate: He is a. member of the Senate of McMaster 
University, ana is the friend of, and acted in conjunction 
with, one who has managed to represent McMa.ster alumni 
on the'Senate for 'many years; this latter was an opponent 
of the late Dr. Elmore Harris, and as a newspaper man, has 
had at his command unusual facilities for attacking the. op
ponents of Modernism. 

This. newspaper man led! a small company' in opposition 
to the present Pastor's ibeing called to Jarvis Street, most of 
whom took up that attitude, as some of them later acknow
ledged to the Pastor, in. response to this man's persuasion. 
His opposition to the Pastor was based wholly upon the 
rastor's theological views, for at that time they had never 

, met personally. This person soon ceased attendance at the 
seryices 'after th~ Pastor's settlement, and after some years 
transferred his membership to another' church. But from 
the beginning he has never ceased his antagonism; and left 
in 'the Jarvis Street Church, in the person above referred 
to, one who continuously, but u.nder the surface, exercised 
his mission of being "a thorn in the flesh" ,to the Pastor. 

After the' Ottawa Convention of 1919, the little group of 
Modernists in the Denomination passed sentence upon the 
Pastor of Jarvis Street Church, as did Haman upon Mordecai, 
and d!lcreed that his influence must· be destroyed. There 
are members of the church who have stood loyally by the 
Pastor through all the terrific conflict, who were aproached, 
by, some, whose names afterwaros appeared as members 
of :the so-called "Men's Committee," six months before the 
public attack upon the Pastor ,began, in an effort to seduce 
them from'their loyalty, being warned that they would see 
what would happen the next' spring. . 

In the ex-deacons' letter to the churches of the Convention, 
issued last October, tne Pastor was contemptuously des
cribed ils having been engaged in fighting a "stuffed lion" 
in his oPPQsition to Modernism' at Ottawa and! elsewhere. 
But loyal ,Baptists throughout the Convention know that the 
thing that has been prowling and growling around during 
recent years, and which, having left Truth prone and bleed
ing in' the folds of other denominations, has also been 
endeavouring to break down all barriers which stand in the 
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Wf1,y of its p~da~ory roa~ngs. over our Baptist fields and 
flocks, is something more than a "stu1l'ed lion." It is the 
sort of lion which, if anyone must attaCk, he will be wise 
to take unto ·himself the whole armour of God. . 

Modernism, as touching the inspiration and integrity of 
the Bible; Modernism in the matter of amusements; Mod
ernism in vaudeville performances in Sunday School enter
tainments; Modernism in opposition to the Regular Baptist 
position in the matter of the ordinances; Modernism in 
church choirs; Modernism hydra-headed, and in its many
colorecI forms, raised its head in Jarvis Street· Baptist 
Church-and Modernism was vanquished! Hallelujah! . 

Beyond alJ peradventure this is where the Jarvis Street 
conflict originated. Of course other elements entered into it. 
No pastor of a large church can please everybody, particu
larly in the matter' of pastoral visitation. In every church 
there is always a certain amount of inflammable material 
awaiting the touch of a tongue "set on fire." 

MEMBERS'STANDING. 
In the letter granted June 7th, the standing of each mem

ber i~ respect to date and manner of admission to the church 
and attendance at Communion Service was indicated. Four 
general classifications were mentioned, as follows: "Regular," 
signifying eight or more attendances per year; "Fairly 
Regular," six or seven times a year; "Irregular," less than 
six and more than two; "Very Irregular," twice or less 
per year; when more delinquent than indicated by "very 
irregular," the attendance or non-attendance was particularly 
specified. 

Of the fifteen members of "The Men's Committee" only 
three were "regular" in attendance at Communion service; 
three "fairly regula~"; two were "irregular"; six were "very 
irregula.r"; and one had attended the Communion six times 
in seven years prior to January, 1921-and not at all since. 

This "Men's Committee," in April, 1921, began the canvass 
of the membership. Thoroughly organized, they visited every 
home where they thought there was the slightest possibility 
of turning the members against the Pastor's ministry. Every 
conceivable eff·ort was made to seduce the members from 
their loyalty. How many times the members were visited 
we dare not attempt to say. We know of at least one home 
which was visited five times in one week. And every one 
who called went to inject poison. There was n-o possibility 
of supplying an antidote, for no one could tell where the 
poisonous fang had struck. . 

What wonder is it that many good people, who hitherto 
had been loyal to the Pastor's ministry, became disaffected! 
What pastor in the world could stand against such insiduous 
attacks without suffering some loss? Is it surprising, when 
a succession of callers insisted that the honor and prosperity 
of "Old Jarvis Street" depended upon the Pastor's removal, 
that even some of his best friends should have been persuaded 
to oppose th.e Pastor "in the interests of Jarvis Street"? 
'The wonder IS that they turned so few! 

"If it had .not been the Lord who was on our side, when 
men rose up against us: . 

"Then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath 
was kindled against ~s: '. . 

"Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the 'stream had 
gone over our soul: . 

::Then' the proud waters had gone over our soul. 
Blessed be the Lord, who hath not given us a prey to 

their teeth. . 
. "Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the 

" fowler~: . the snare is broken, and we are escaped. 
Our help IS In the name of the Lord, who made heaven 

and earth." . 

SECESSIONISTS DECIDE TO ORGANIZE A' CHURCH. 
The story of the several votings is well known. On Sep

te~er 21st the so-called "Men's Committee" learned that 
theIr utmost efforts had failed, and they, with those whom 
t~ey had. persu~ded to follow them, withdrew;. and bve 
SInce been m~etlng at the Cen1;fal Y.M.C.A,. tor religio!1S 
services. -

On April 12th, 192~, thi!J com,l)8ny of mem~s decided to 
0t:gapize themli\elve:s Into a "new Regular Baptist Church 
WIthIn the C.onvention of Ontario and Quebec," and! so advis
ed the JarvIS Street Chlq'ch by special deIive;ry letter reo 

cejved April 13th, in which it was promiSed that the list 
of withdrawing members would be forwarded "Within ten 
days." No further communication was received until the list 
of applications was delivered at the church office, May 24th. 
What was done in the intervening forty-~)De dla.ys·? A large 
part of the membership was again canvassed, a letter was 
sent ~ not a few of the loyal members (as was publicly 
testified at the business meeting of the church, June 17th) 
with a form appended for use in applying for a letter from 
Jarvis Street to join the new organization. Thus, right to 
the end, the spirit and method which marked the beginning 
of the cleavage persisted. It was not the result of a spon
taneous expression of dissatisfaction on the part of a large 
number of members; but rather it 'has been the result of 
the determined efforts of a small group of men actuated by 
a general dlistaste for a Biblical ministry, inspired by one' 
who was the willing tool of those elements in the Denomina
tion who were determined to destroy the Pastor's influence 
in the Convention in order to put an end to his opposition 
to their Modernist propaganda. And these fourteen months 
of unremitting labour resulted in the sending to Jarvis 
Street Church of a list of 341 names of members applying 
for letters of dismissa.l to organize another church. (The· 
total list contained 345 names, but four had already been 
dlropped from the roll for long-continued neglect of the 
services of the church.) '. 

This article would not have been written had the list 
contained the names only of those who of their own volition 
had been meeting at the Central Y.¥.C.A. But when this 
last determined effort to make an impression upon the 
Christian public, and particularly the Baptist Denomination, 
'by advertising in advance the withdrawal of "350" members 
has been made, this explanation of how the names were 
obtained, and what religious interest they represented, has 
been rendered a necessity. . 

We have already explained that the 341 names represent 
the utmost the unremitting labour of fourteen months could 
do to destroy the unity and effectiveness of Jarvis Street 
Church. 

It must now be acknowledged that the present ministry is 
supported by eighty-two .more than two thirds of the entire 
membership of the church. Noone, we think" will contend 
that 341 people had the right to govern 930. (For there 
was not one of the 930 whom there was the slightest chance 
of persuading to leave who was not either visited or written 
If·) 

THE APPLICATION ANALYZED 
What proportion of the 341 were vital members of the 

church, and what proportion were induced to join the 
seceders for the sake of the impression the announcement 
of so ·large a number would make? 

We ask our readers to l'efer to an earlier paragraph 
of this article for the signification of the terms "regular" 
to "very irregular." Of the 341 dismissals, ninety were 
"regular" attendants at Communion; thirty were "fairly 
regular"; sixty-three were "irregular"; forty-seven "very 
irregular." That is to say 230 attended Communion ser
vice once or oftener in a year. But the "very irregular" 
attendants represent s·ome who attended in 1921 for the first 
time for some years, and are so clas-sed to avoid even the 
semblance of injustice. Only 183 of the 341 attended oftener 
than twice a' year. And it must be remembered that Jarvis 
Street Church obseI:Ves the ordinance of the Lord's Supper 
every Sunday, that is, fifty-two times a year. Yet only 120 
of the 341 observed the Ordinance as often as six times a 
year. or once in two montlis. 

But what of the one hundred and eleven who were even 
more delinquent than is described by "very irregular"" 

Space fOfbids our telling the full story of the one hundred 
and ~leven. A few sampI~ must suffice. But here' let us 

. explaIn that we have a complete record of every monthly 
Communion attendance for the' past forty years, and for 
several years hack, of the weekly Communion also 

And in tracing the record of some we had to: go back 
~early 30 years. O~e had been twi~ in 27 years. That 
IS to say, that person out of 1,404 opportunities to remember 
the Lord's death took advantage of two I Anothm- had 
attended! once.in 20 years; three, atten<ied once in 13 years; 
anoth.er, ol/.ce.In 12.y~1-'s; anot~er, once in 10 years;.another, 
once In 7 fe&l'S; ~nother, once in 6 y~s; one atten4ed twice 
16 years; one, tWIce in 15 years; one, twice in 12 year&; one, 

I 

... ~ 
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twice in 11 years; two., twice in 9 years; one, three times in 
12 years. The recard of others shaws their a.ttendance 
scattered aver the years, with here and there, three or four 
attendances clase together, followed by extended' periods of 
absence; such as twelve attendances in sixteen years; four
teen attendiances in twenty-two years; faurteen attendances 
in nineteen years; twenty-faur in twenty-two years;' seven 
in eighteen years; six in eleven years; nine in twelve years; 
and manl'l athers such as four times in eight years; five 
times in seven years; seven times in twelve years. In this 
list af thase who. have been so irregular as to defy general 
classificatian, the-re are no less- than forty-faur names. 
Wha.tever the present Pastar's shartcomings,. he cannot be 
made respansible far' the neglect of the. Lard's Table by 
so. many extending over periads of fram thirteen to twenty
eight years. One of the leaders of the secessianists, who until 
three ar .four years ago was the. treasurer of the church, 
attended the Table twenty-three times in twenty-eight years;. 
in which time there were periods showing years of can .. 
tinuaus absence. Out of 1,456 o:ppartunities to attend Cam
munian this brather had availea himself of twenty-three. 
In additian to. these, in the list· there is the name af one 
who, thaugh resident in the city, has been cantinuausly absent 
fram the Lard's Table far thirteen and a half years; twa 
who.- ha.ve been absent far twelve years; two. for ten years· 
and several atliers for periods of two years ar. mare. ' 

Readers will bear in mind that among thase respansible 
far assembling these names are several farmer deacons a.nd 
the farmer. clerk af Jarvis Street Church. These fa-rmer 
afficers must have knawn that many of these names have 
far years meant n'athing to Jarvis Street Church but names 
an a baak; and they cannat passibly have desired the transfer 
of these names to. the -boaks af the new o.rganization far any 
other purpase than to make. the defectian bulk a.s large as 
passible. We are persuadled that amang the 341 there must 
be same who., had they knawn it, wauld nat have cansented 
to. have had their names included in a list containing the 
na.mes of so. large a number who have far so many years 
.ne-glected . the ardinance of the Lard's Supper,--especially 
as that hst was to. represent the charter members af "a 
new Regular Baptist Church" organized "far the purpase of 
abserving the ardinances of religian." 

WHEN SOME BECAME 'MEMBERS, 
We. na:w come to anather pha.se of the matter. The 

SeCeS&Iamsts have cantended that they were "o.ld Jarvis 
Street." The. impression has been created: that they have 
been dis~assesse~ of a building in which they had same sart 
af praprIetary rlght. But the Jarvis Street building was 
dedlca.ted, by thase who built it, to certain principles,-nat
to any persa~~. And 1:bose who hold' thase principles are 
the .anly legxtlmate' heIrs. Of the 3U only eleven were 
members af the church. when the .present building was opened. 
In the parlar af JarvIS Street Church there is hanging on 
the wall an illuminated addlress presented to the late Senator 
McMas~r, January 8th, 1879, expressing the thanks of the 
church to .hi~ for having paid off the last cent of indebtedness 
.m the buIldIng as ~ New Yea.r's present an January 1st, 1879. 
Of the 341 ?nly sprt;een we;e members of the church prior 
tc;> that datEl, and It IS certaIn that mast of the sixteen were 
eIther so. yaung ar otherwise so conditioned that their con
tributians'ta the building, if any, must have been very SInal!. 
. Only 182 of the 341 were members when the present 

Pastar began his ministry in Jarvis Street in May 1910 
and af the 182 the recardls shaw, 39 were amang tha~e wh~ 
were more delinquent than "very irregular" thirty were 
"very irregular," twenty were "irregular'" while sixteen 
were either aged and infirm, or prevented' from attendance 
by duty to others; thus accounting far 106 of the 182 who 
Were members when the present pa.s·torate began. It fal
laws, there~are, that only seventy-six. of thase Wlho were 
~emb~r~ prIo~ to. Mar, 1910, when the present Pastor began 
hIS mInIstry In JarvIS -Street, o.ut of the 341 were either 
"regular" ar "fairly regular" in attendance ~t the Lard's 
~able-that is,. o.nly seventy-sIx a.ttended as often as six 
tImes, or over, In a year. 

THE BLESSING OF THE PAST YEAR. 
Far the sake of thase whp may nat have read elsewhere of 

wh~t Gad has ~ane for us, ~e here again record! to His 
praIse, that durIng the year !In which the ch~ch has been 

fighting far her very life, while an organized force has openly 
and avowedly sought by every means within the law (and 
the letter. iswed by the ex-deacons befare the Canventian 
last Octaber, was not within the law, but wa.s unquestionably 
libelous) to ruin the Pastar's reputation and utterly destroy 
his usefulness as a minister of the gospel, Jarvis Street 
has held an her way. The peaple have, through it all a.s
sembled five times a week far prayer; the average con-' 
gregatians have been larger than ever befare during the 
present pastora.te; canversians ihave been frequent and 
numeraus; 219 jained the church during the. year, 90 of 
wham were baptized; ·and far the six manths fallowing the. 
withdrawal of thase who. have naw been dismissed fram our 
membership, our income for general expenses exceeded the 
incame far the carresponding period of the year before, by 
$40.99 per week, and we closed the year with a cash baJance 
in current accaunt af $1,575.75. 

WHAT OF THE FUTURE? 
Until naw we cauld nat holdJ out the alive branch. There 

were same amang thase in oppositian wham we had. no desire 
to see return unless- and until they should bring farth fruits, 
meet far repentance. The liberty and ,spirit1;lal fruitage 

. which immedia.telY f·allawed their departure farbade our 
jeapardizing the church's future spiritual usefulness by hald
ing -aut any inducements to return. But there were others 
in whase saund Christian characters, and deep and self
sacrificing spiritual interest all who knaw them intimately 
must have the fullest confidence. Peter, even a.fte-r Pentecast, 
"withdrew and separated himself" from the Gentiles, "fear
ing them af the circumcision;" and far this Paul "withstoad 
him to the face, because he was to. be blamed." And it is 
said, "the ather Jews dissembled likewise with him; insamuch 
tha-t Ba.rnabus also. was carried away with their dissimula
tian." AndJ since that day many mare have been "carried 
away" with athers' "dissimulation." We can well understand. 
.haw sacial and fa.mily influence "carried away" a good many. 
We pray that God may !>less them where they go.. And we 
venture to hape, ~at as they have prayed f9r God's blessing 
to rest up an Jarvis Street in the past they may cantinue to 
do so; even as we a.sure them., that man.y'of us will breathe 
their names befo.re the Thrane. And if, as their tliaught 
turns_ affectionately taward the place araund which far them, 
as far us, so many holy and! happy memaries gather, they 
shauld feel the desire, even if anly as a visitar, to tread once 
mare the laved and familiar courts, we beg them to believe, 
that there will always await them the mast laving welcame; 
and all others tao., who. lave our Lard Jesus Christ in 
sincerity and truth. And if Gad shauld cantinue to favour 
us, as we believe He will, a.nd blessings shauld, of His grace, 
be multiplied to us, we belie'Ve they will share our rejaicing 
as in former years. And! if the time should come when any 
~f these, .hearing that the Lard has v:isited His 'peaple in giv
mg them bread, should, like Naomi, turn again to.ward their 
loved Bethlehem, we want them to knaw that we have written 
nath!ng i!l aur baoks, even as we have a,llawed enmity to. write 
nothmg In aur hearts, to. prevent such a reunian. Mean
while we can only pray that He who. makes even the wrath 
of men to praise Him, who permitted, the church at JerusaJem 
to be "scattered abraad" that they might "go everywhere 
preaching the ward,'! Inay graciously cause the things which 
have happened to Jarvis Street to "faJI out unto. the further
ance of the gaspel." 

In closing this chapter of our liistory we venture to express 
the earnest hape and 'belief that the members of Jarvis 
Street, new and oldJ, will and do. naw Jain, in sending to. our 
f~rmer f~llaw-members this message: "I bow my knees unto 
the Father af our Lard Jesu! Christ, af whom the whale 
fa.mily in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant I 

yau, accarding to. the riches of His glary, to be strengthened 
with might by His Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may 
dwell in yaur hearts by faith; that ye, being raated and 
graunded in lave, Inay be able to camprehend with all saints, 
what is the breadth, and! length, and 'depth, and height; and 
to know the love of ·Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye 
might be filled with all the fulness af Gad. Now unto Him 
that is able to do exceeding abundantly abave all that we can 
ask· or think, according to the' power that worketh in us, 
unto him be' glary in the church by Christ Jesus throughout 
all ages, world without end., Amen." 
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.<ttpttls for t1Jt i\ltar -1J1tre 
By Rev. T. I. Stockle~, Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

Sunday, January 1st, 1928. 
Ezcelsior.- Luke zzi", :44-53 

Hark! As we _enter upon another year I hear our glorious 
Leader, Christ, the Lord, calling His own to prepare them
selves for a new advance in the holy war. "Yes," says some 
·true-hearted soldier of the cross, "I intend to undertake a 
fresh task this year, and I shall begin at once." "Halt a . 
moment, brave soul, art· thou ready? 'Tarry until' you 
have confessed the failures .of the past, 'until" you have 
received a new supply of the mighty Spirit." So I hear 
the Leader speak. He is calling us to be holy, to speak His 
message, to feed the' hungry, to visit the sick, to train the 
you~g for God, to press forward in the fight' against every 
power of sin; but Qefore we go forth, He bids us to be pre
pared. ,.' . 

sort Qf Christian experience is that which a great many of 
God's people have. Certainly, the meagre experience is 
better than none; for "a living dog is better than a dead 
lion." A sick man is better than a dead man. But God 
has .something better for us than sickness. When He called 
us by His 'grace it was not to live a sickly life, but to make 
us strong in Him. 0, why is. it we are so poor? Why is it 
th~r~ are so few: who live the triumphant . life which is the 
pnvllege of us all? For "they who receive abundance of 
grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in' life 
by one, Jesus Christ." The Lord has truly called us out of 
the grave, and in this 'we rejoice. When He rose He left 
His grave clothes behind Him; but when Lazarus came' forth 
he came forth bound hand and foot, ;with. grave clothes, 
and there are a great many of the Lord's children in a 
similar condition. They certainly have life, but the Lord 
wants us to throw off the grave clothes, and to have a 
Christian experience that is joyous and free. 

In the battle of Salamanca, when Wellington bade one of 
his officers advance with his troops, and occupy a gap which 
the Duke perceived in the lines -of the French, the General 
rode up to him and said, "My lord, I will do the work, but 
first give me a grasp of that conquering right hand of 
yours." He reeci'ved a hearty grip,. and away he rode to 
the deadly encounter. So to-day, as our Captain bids us 
advance to the conflict once again He offers us His conquer
ing right hand. We must take a fresh grip of it ere we 
begin another charge. Or to change the figure, let us do 
as Evan Roberts . suggests, make sure that we "Get the 
Flame." 

Monday, January 2nd. . 
Higher in Positioflr- Romans viii: 29-39 

There are many of the Lord's people who take a very low 
position. They do so often on account of their unbelief. 
It is not the place the Lord would have them occupy. They 
are simply "hop'ing" that they are the Lord's children, and 
can never seem to get beyond that. Alas! it is a poor, 
miserable sort of experience! Not knowing whether they 
are the Lord's children or notl Always in· this place of 
"doubt and fear," and they are constantly speaking of their 
unworthiness. Now, if we have known what it is to .be 
regener~ted, that is to. say, if we have been. made recipients 
of the divine life through faith in Jesus, then it is our 
privilege to take a· higher place. We may know that we 
are accepted in the Beloved, through the infinite merits of 
Jesus, our great High Priest; that we are adopted into the 
divine family, and are now the sons of God; and we may 
rejoice in the privilege of sonship. It is not ours to say: 
"0 Father, treat me as a slave," as the poor prodigal felt 
he ought to say.. On the contrary, the father in the parable 
said: "Bright forth the best robe and put it ,on him, and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet;" and instead 
of putting him .into a "go-down". with the slaves; he was' 
given a place at the father's table. And so I would say to 
any poor, doubting, hoping friends: "Take your right posi
tion as the sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty." 
Come and stand to-day on higher ground, with the sunlight 
of God illuminating the pathway. Take your place given' 
you by God, as those who. are "heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ," sealed with' the Holy Ghost as the Lord's 
indeed. 

Tuesday, 'January 3rd. 
Higher in Ezperience- Isaiah 41 :8-20 

As we look upon the 'great Land of Promise that lies 
before us, how much there is to be possessed! A land flow
mg with milk and honey is that to which the Lord ~as .called 
His own. Not a bare wilderness; that is the world's pos-

. session. But the children of God have an inheritance of 
treasures unspeakable below and above and all arQund them. 
How much is yet to be possessed? It has been said, that 
"a great many, perhaps the vast majority 'of God's people 
are only barely alive!" Barely alive! They have peace, but 
it is just for a few moments, and then it is broken; and the 
life is one of unrest. They have glimpses of joy now· and 
then, but for the most part the experience is one of· sad
ness; victories here and there, small and few, instead of a 
life of constant triumph through God's grace. A meagre 

Wednesday, January 4th. 
Higher in Oharacter- Matthew 7:13-29 

There is very much n~ed of this in the case of us all. The 
Lord Jesus, speaking to His disciples in the Sermon on the 
Mount, said: "What do ye more than' others?" By which 
He meant that His own people should certainly be superior 
in character to all others around them. What do we more 
than others? Take, for instance, the common principles of 
morality. Is there any' need for us to go higher? Are we, 
as God's people, superlatively honest? . In this are we above 
the world at its best? What about truthfulness? another 
common principle of morality. Are we above the world in 
truthfulness? We ought to be vastly superior; we ought 
so to speak that our word can always be trusted and relied 
upon. In justice?-justice, even to our foes-Are we super
ior to the world? In purity of heart and thought are we 
a long way above the worl4 around us? In all the relation
ships of oui life, what do we more than others? Are we 
better as parents, as children, as workmen, as masters, as 
servants? Are we superior to all around us, because we 
are united to the Lord Jesus Christ? In the great principles 
given to us in the Sermon on the Mount, in love to our 
enemies, in lowliness of mind, in devotion to God, in the 
spirit of forgiveness, in the service of men, are we above 
all around us? Higher 'and yet higher-for it is character 
that tells •. 

Thursday, January 5th. 
Higher in Ezpectancy . ...:...:. 2 Peter 1 :1-11 

There are promises great and wonderful given to us in' 
God's holy word. How few of them we have known in our 
experience! And yet they are open for us to know day by 
day. God's great ocean of promise rolls around us, and we 
go with our little pitcher and wonder whether it is possible 
to fill it. Weare almost afraid we shall not get our little 
pitcher full. 0 that we had faith to see God's fulness for 

. us! We' do· well to expect little from ourselves, and from 
the world, but we may expect more and more from Him 
who is our faithful and unchangeable God. He says, "Open 
thy mouth wide, and I will fill it." We want therfore to live 
a life of glad expectancy upon God's fulness,-in our hour 
of sorrow to expect He will fulfil His promise; in our times 
of loneliness to expect He will come with tender love and 
give us the joy of His companionship; in weakness that He 
will strengthen us; in perplexity that He will guide us and 
direct us on our way. Did not William Carey give us a 
good motto, when he said, "Expect great things from God," 
as well as . "Attempt great things for God." Shall we not 
climb higher and look out upon a wider landscape than 
before? All the promises of God are meant for us, day by 
day to be fulfilled in our own experience. There is a kind 
of surprise, even in the hearts of God's people, when some 
promise which they are driven to trust in an hour of dis
tress turns out to be fulfilled. "Is it not wonderful"-and 
there is a note of exc1amation-''that God should have ful
filled His word!" Let us rise higher in our expectancy as we 
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look out upon the unknown that lies before us now. Let us 
rest assured ~hat whatever may be on the morrow He has 
already been there to make provision for all the emergencies 
that will arise. ' , 

Friday, January 6th. 
Higher in Seruice- 1 Corinthians iii:9-23 

Nothing' less than the highest can surely satisfy us here. , 
It is good to help and comfort the bodies of men, and in 
the dread days which are upon us there will be a thousand 
calls "to help and heaL" It is good too to culture the minds 
of men. But as Christian men and women our supreme 
business is with the spirits of men. We j are doing the 
highest service. when we are seeking to bring men nearer 
to God; and upon this we 'must bend our full strengt~. In 
this highest ,service we need to say, "upward, still upwaJ,"d" 
in efficiency. We'must do this work better. This may mean 
that we shall do less in amount in order to do better in 
quality. We need to do the work of Christ in the Spirit of 
Christ. "Preach Christ in a Christly manner" as McCheyne 
used to say. Paul (in 1 Cor. III.) tells us of different ,quali
:ties of service. There, is some work which may be com
pared to "wood, hay, and stubble." With this material you 
can build rapidly and at 'little expense. But there is other 
work which is called "Gold, silver, and precious stones." 
This is more costly service. And God wants service which 
costs-costs thought, and prayer, and feeling, and sacrifice. 
Nothing else will stand the fire which is to try every man's 
work. Some years since, Dr. Robertson Nicol wrote an 
article in the "British Weekly" entitled, "Without the shed
ding of blood, is no -". The first paragraph expounded, 
the passage "without the shedding of blood is no remission," 
and then he went on to say that without shedding of blood 
is nothing. That is, there is no 'work worth the doing any
where without the shedding of blood. Tlie heart's blood 
must be in our service if we would do anything that will 
live. So "upward" in service .. 

Saturday, January 7th. 
Higher in Fellowship- Erx:odus rx:rx:rx:iii: 12-23 

Go '~p 'higher in Spiritual fellowship with our God. How' 
very little this is known among God's people!' We do need 
to make solid progress here; to go higher in Christian fel
lowship. We want to get, as Moses did, up into the mount 
of God, and there abide until our face gets the glory of God 
upon it, and we are illumined' through communion with the 
Divine. Oh, how often we have been living in the valleys, 
and have not risen to the higher place of spiritual com
munion, which is our privilege. What a feeling of utter 
calm ahd of superiority to things below takes possession 
of the soul in the heights! 

"I stand upon the' Mount of God, 
With sunlight in my soul; 

I hear the streams in vales beneath, 
I hear the thunders roll. 

But -I am calm with Thee, my God, 
'Beneath these glorious skies;: 

And to the height on which r stand 
No storms nor clouds arise." 

That is our privilege. I remember vividly whEln we were 
travelling in Palestine, and crossing Mount Hermon, we 
rose somewhere about five thoilsaJ1,d feet abov~ the sea level, 
and a rain-storm took place as we were crossing, but it was 
down below us. Where I stood it was glorious sunlight, 
and I could see the mists and the rain beneath us. We were 
'in the sunlignt. It is our priviiege to take this place, too. 
Let us go up" higher in fellowship with God till we reach 
the place of Divine calm; while' the storms and excitements 
of life sweep below us. This is a place of 'brightness too. I 

The light lingers longest there. 

JARVIS STREET'S NEW YEAR'S MEETING. 
Next Sunday will be the first day of the New Year. The 

ordinance of the Lord's Supper will be observed at the close 
of the evening service, and we expect to have the joy of again 
receiving quite a large number of new members. As Monday 
will be observed everywhere as New Year's Day, we shall " 
hold our time-):lonoured New Year's Morning Service as usual 
at 10.30. This has for many years been a great family' 
gathering in Jarvis Street, and we hope to see a great com-
pany of Jarvis Street people on that occasion. ' 

BAPTIST BIBLE VN:ION SENIOR LESSON LEAF 

Vol. III. T. T. SHIELDS, Editor. No.1 .. 

Lesson 2. First Quarter. Jan. 8th, 1928~ 

THE APOSTLE'S COMMUNICATION IS FROM THE 
SPIRIT OF GOD. 

Lesson Text: i <;:Orinthians, Chapter 2. ' 
Memory Verse: Which things also we speak, not in the words 

which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spir

. itual."-I Corinthians, 2:13., 

I. HOW TO PREACH AND TO TEACH CHRIST. 
The Apostle Paul was content to declare the testimony of 

God., That is to, say, he allowed God to speak for Himself. 
He became the mouthpiece of the Divine Spirit, and his chief 
concern was to let people hear the Word of God. And that 
should ever be the aim of the preacher and teacher,-so to 
preach and teach that the Word: of God may be understood. 
2. Paul deliberately avoided, excellency of speech or of wis
dom. He was more concerned 'with what was said than with 
the manner- in which it was said. We have sometimes seen 
dishes on the table so oramented that it was difficult to 
understand whether they were intended to be admired or 
to be eaten. A Sunday School lesson or a sermon should 
be more like a loaf of bread than a bouquet 'of flo:wers. 3. 
Paul determined not only to preach Chnst crucified, but to 
know and preach nothing else. ,There are some preachers 
who preach Christ crucified occasionally, but the greater 
part ,of the time they preach something else; and when one 
complains that there was no blood in the sermon, and no 
reference whatever to the Cross, he is told that you cannot 
say everything in one sermon. But no one ever heard Paul 
preach without hearing him preach the Cross, the blood of 
Christ, as the way of salvation. So ought, teachers and 
preachers never to miss the opportunity to set forth the 
central theme of the gospel. 4. Paul declares that that 
which he determined to do, he carried out, and that his speech 
and hiE! preaching were not with enticing words, but in 

'demonstration of the Spirit and of power. There is grave 
danger of teachers and preachers substituting psychology, 
mere argument, and illustrative appeal, for the power of 
the Holy Ghost. Our, whole confidence should be in the 
direct operation of the Spirit of ·God upon the hearts and 
consciences of men through simple ,teaching and preaching 
of the plain Word of God. ' 
II. PAUL'S REASONS FOR THIS METHOD. 

1. It was to teach men to put their faith in the power of 
God rather than in the' wisdom of men. How much this is 
needed everywhere! ' How commonly !!hurches expect a re
vival to come through a certain preacher, snowing too often 
that their faith is in the wisdom of man rather than'the 
power of God! Only on one condition are we justified in' 
expecting a revival to come through a particular minister. 
Moody and Sankey were mightily used of God in bringing 
thousands of souls to Christ, and these great evangelists 
were invited to preach in a particular city in England. They 
replied regretting that their many engagements made it 
impossible for them to come. The spirits of many of those 
responsible for the invitation seet:ned to sink, when one com
paratively young man exhorted his brethren to this effect: 
"Are we to suppose that Mr. Moody has a monopoly of the 
Holy Ghost? Why can't we have a revival without him?" 
To which' an older minister replied, "We might well have a 
revival without Mr. Moody; but we were not anxious to 
have him because we believed Moody had a monopoly of 
the Holy' Ghost, but because we believed the Holy Ghost 
had a monopoly of Mr. Moody." Our faith should be in 
the power of God to use any instrument which He sees fit 
to employ. 2. That.which, by carnal standards, is esteemed 
"foolishness", appears to those who are perfect to be the 
wisdom of God. A concrete illustration will suffice: there is 
a meeting where people have assembled to hear a man 
preach, and in the simplest, and plainest, and perhaps com
monest, language, he tells the story of Christ crucified, 
which has been told ten thousand times before. One man 
at th'e back of the hall sneers as he hears it" and calls it 
sheer foolishness; but many of those who know that the 
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righteousness of Christ has been imputed to them, who are 
made perfect or complete in Him, revel in the music of 
grace, and listen with tears in their eyes, and hallelujahs 
in th\!ir hearts and upon their lips, for to them Christ cruci
fied is the wisdom of God (vs. 6-8). 3. The wisdom of God 
is revealed only by God's Spirit (vs. 9, 10). Here we are 
told that there is a realm of truth beyond the apprehension 
of ~he senses. The truths of the objective world are received 
through the eye and ear, by taste and touch and smell; and 
the truth thus communicated enters into the mind or the 
heart, and there as raw material is dealt witli; and from 
it, conceptions of the objective world are formed. But the 
truth with which the gospel deals does not come through 
eye and ear, through the ordinary processes of reason; but 
is especially revealed by the Spirit. In other words, the only 
Teacher of spiritual truth is God the Holy Ghost, and with
out Him nothing can be understood. 
III. IT IS HERE FURTHER TAUGHT THAT ONLY THE 

SPIRIT CAN APPREHEND THE SPIRITUAL. 
1. In the nature of the case only s' man's own spirit can 

understand his inner self. ·So we are to~d. that only the 
Spirit of God can understand the -things of God. Therefore, 
it is only as we receive the spirit of Christ, and He dwells 
with us, we are able to understand spiritual truth. 2. But 
the Spirit of' God dwells within us. to reveal to us our riches 
in Christ Jesus. A Christian man should! be another-worldly 
man, for he has not received the Spirit of the world. He 

. should be a spiritual man because he has the Spirit of 
Christ, and Chirst is there to lead him to an appreciation 
and an apPll'opriation of all the riches that are treasured 
up in Christ for him (vs. 11,12). 3. There is! a mighty plea 
for verbal inspiration in verse· 13. Paul claims here to teach 

. the things of the Spirit, not in words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth. He actually 
claims the very words he uses are given him of the Holy 
Spirit, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. Thus) the 
New Tes·tament is illuminated and illustrated 'by comparison 
with the revelations of the Old Testament. 4. The incapacity 
of our carnaI natures to receive the things of the. Spirit of 
God is here clearly taught (vs. 14-16). It declares that the 
natural man, the psychical man, the carnal nature, that 
knows nothing save through the senses, through the eye 
and! the ear, as. in vell'Se· 9, receiveth not the things of the 

. Spirit of God.. There is no capacity there to receive .the 
Spirit of God until such capacity is put there by a new 
creation. . 

NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 
JARVIS STREET CHURCH NEWS AND 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
On the evening of December 18th, nine were baptized; on 

December 25th, five were baptized. The prayer meetings are 
largely attended; a great spirit of prayer is upon the people. 
Conversions continue to take place at every service, sometimes 
in quite large numbers. The congregations are large, as has 
been usual with us now for a long time. Every Sunday we 
have visitors from different parts of Canada and the United 
States; and sometimes from across the sea. They have heard 
much of the terrible character of Jarvis Street Church and 
its Pastor, but when they come within its walls and find 
that God is there, that sinners repent, 8iIld saints rejoice, and 
God is glorified, their minds are disabused of the false im
pressions with which they entered, and! they leave us as fast 
friends. We just Iif&Y th!s word: the officers', teachers, and 
worker.s, of our great BIble School ha.ve· been busy during 
the last few weeks with the usual round of Christmas 
entertainments, and some of the Departments will be busy 
for the next couple of weeks; but after that we hope to get 
back to our normal stride, and .get on with our regular 
work. 

MEETING IN KITCHENER. 
As we go to press we are informed an arrangement has 

been made for the Editor of this paper to speak in the 
largest theatre in Kitchener, Ontario, next Sunday after
noon at 2 o'clock. This will involve missing our morning 
service, but we shall return in time for the service in 'the 
evening. . 

STANLEY AVENUE CHURCH, 'HAMILTON. 

We regret that a' report of the Annual Meeting of the 
Stanley Avenue Baptist Church, Hami1to~, has been held 
over for want of space. We take a few important items 
f~om. this report. The membership repoz:i; is as follows: 
dIsmIssed by letter: 13; erasure, 7; total, 20. Received by 
letter: 7; experience, 12; baptism, 45; total, 64; making a 
net gain of 44, and a present membership of 385. The finan
cial report shows a total of $13,638.97 received for all pur
poses, being an increase over last year of $433.90. 

It should be remembered that the yaliant Pastor of Stan
ley Avenue, Rev. C. J. Loney, has during the past year, been 
on the road about as mu~h as a commercial traveller. He 
has been going here and there, busy in the battle for the 
Book, everywhere rendering effective service. He is one 
of the Vice-Presidents of the Union of Regular Baptist 
Churches of Ontario and Quebec, and is a member of the 
Executive Board; and these offices bring him frequently to 
Toronto and keep him exceedingly busy. Notwithstanding 
his ministry outside his church, however, the Lord has abun- . 
dantly blessed the work at home, so' that they have had 
a substantial gain in the membership, and a g.ood increase 
in the financial returns over the previous year. We heartily 
congratulate Stanley Avenue on its splendid progress. . 

DES MOHNES. UNIVERSITY 
. Urgently Needs 

YOUR CONSTANT PRAYERS 
YOUR' GENEROUS GIFTS 
YOUR SPNS AND DAUGHTERS 

Address the Secretary-Treasurer, 
Miss Edith M. Rebman, 

Des Moines University, 
Des Moines, Iowa. \ 

TOll({))NTO BAPTlIST SEMINARY 
Also Appeals For 

. YOUR EARNEST PRAYERS 
YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
YOUR. INFLUENCE WITH YOUNG 
MEN HAVING THE GOSPEL MINIS-· 
TRY IN VIEW 

This School depends for' its support on the gifts of God's 
people. 

Write the Dean, 
Rev. T. I. Stockley, 

337 Jarvis St., Toronto. 

S'JrEWARDS 51 ATTENTION! 
Churches, Sunday Schools and Individuals 

are requested to forward all contributions for the Union of 
Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec to: Rev. 
W. E. Atkinson,. 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, Onto 

Funds are urgently needed to place Pastors on New Fields. 
Opportunities await us in many important Centres and the 
Open Door must be entered. 

HELP US'DO IT AT ONCE! 

~J 


