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tEbt Jarbis j;trttt ~ulpit 
, ARE YOU SURE OF SALVATION? 

A Sermon by the Pastor •. 
Preached in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, -M'3JI",ch 13th, 1927. 

(Stenographically Reported.) . 

"But Peter aaid unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou halt 
thought that the gift of God .may be purchased with money. . 

"Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right 
in the oight of God. 

"Repent therefore of thi. thy wickedness. and pray God, if perhaps the 
thought· of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 

"For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterneas, and in the bond 
of iniquity. 

uThen answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none 
of. the .. thing. which 'Ie have spoken come upon me."-Act8 8:20·24. 

~ 
OU have already Ihad: this passage lbeflore you· i'n the morning stud'Y. 
You wi:ll~ recau, !thfllt in ,tIhe great iSam:aritan revival t'here ,was 'One 

Y very notaJble eonvert, he !Was 'Probably spoken of 'by the lbeHevers ,in 
Samaria as ·tihJe O'Il!tstand'ing miracle 'Of gra'Ce of that !WIh.ole reviVllll 

_. He was a man of 'Prominence in the cltyl.. 'TIhe lPen or illS'Piration 
~ tel'ls IllS he ,was a sor.cerer, and iby his soreeries: he -had 'bewitched the 
--- peolPIll-'but if we WlQuld get the 'People's standJpoint an·d 'look at.ib.im 

. !I:Jh·rO'Ulgjh !l:Jheir eyes, :we IIl/U.st rememJber ,that they had been so !be. 
witched .f:hat they did not know he was a sor,cere.r; for aJ:l men ,gave heed. to 
hIm, and said, "This man is the gretIIt lPO'Wer of God". And wihen others ,beI1eved., 
Simon 'beIieved also, and· was baJptized as others !Were baptized.. . He ibecame a 
member of iflhe ChurclL he joined the grea:t cOIDJpQny of 'bel1evers; and the 
breth,ren of iSamaria ,rejoiced, 'greatly in ,Simon's converSli'On. It lWOUll'd not !be 
sU1'lPrising if news of thds extraordinary man's 'conversion !bad already :reache4 
Jerusalem. ISometimes we are given t.o ta;l,kin'g over much 8Jbout t'he .conversion 
of IPOO'Ple who ooou,py lPO'sitofons of .lprominence in 'life; that Is sutpipOsed to !be 
an e'V'iden·ce of eJliOOlPtional, grace. 

Peter and John came down to ISamarla. in order that, through ,their 
ministry, the people might ·receive the Holy 'GO:LoBt. '"And When 'Simon saw 
that through. 1aoying on of the wposUes' hands tthe Holy Ghost was 'given,. he 
offered ,tJhem money, sayin'g, GIve me a.lso this ip(lIWer, that on whomsoever I 
lay hands, he ma.y receive the Holy Ghost.'· And that Slingle remar,k to this 
enlig.htened· man of Q()d came as a ·revelation of bhe Iheart of this !professing 



2 (162) THE GOSPEL'WITNESS July 7, 1927 

Christian-'he answered Ihiim in the words I ,have rea.d f·or the text, "Thy 
m'on~y !peri'sh with ,thee, ,because thou ihast thoug:ht thav the gift iQf ,God, may 
be !pul'chased with money. ''Dhou hast neHher part nor lot. In tilis matt1er: for 
thy heart. 1s not ,rIght in the sight of God. :Repent therefore ·of ·tJhis 'thy wi'cked­
ness, and pra.y God" if !perhaps :the thougih..t. of t'hinoe heart may ~be ,fongiven 
thee. For I 'Perceive thall thou 'aJ'It in the ga:H IOf !bitterness, and in ItIh.e ,bond 
of iniquity." Tibis faithful ·word of rebuke seems to' 'ha.ve ,gone :home, it seems 
to h'ave penetra.ted' til'is ifa:Ise ~l'ofessor's armour; for he said" ''Pray yoe to the 
Lord fo·r me, 'Il1at none ,off these ItMugs which ye !have spoken come upon me." 

I can think of no groeatJe,r tragedy in the 'Wol'ld. .tha.n f·or a man to ,come 
into tJhe membel's!hi.p of a :C'h-ri'stian ·chur.ch, and boe numbered .amollig -the Lord's 
,peop:le, 'having ,professed faith in Him, and 'havin-g !been ,balpUzed; and yet. h'ave 
an unregenerate !h,earl, ·and' ibe an unre:generated man,--IStiill "in the ,gaB of 
.blUerness, a·nd .in the ibond of iniquity." lAnd. yet I fear t.hat some churches 
have many.'such memibers, I fear many 'BaIp'tist chur·ches 'have in them mem.bers 
Wlh.o have !professed faith, :and have ibeen Ibaptized, !but -who ,have had no h.eark 
e~erience of. the regenerating ·grace of our Ood. 'To me, it 'would seem a 
terri:ble thing if anyone s,hould find' mem'bershi,p in vhis ,church i/I;S ·a Christian. 
professing to he lit rea:l' believer, oand yet ~be unsaved. We cannot 'Sipeak fio'r ether 
churches, we /(lannot be held reSlpons'iJble for others; .but, as iPastor, I do feel 
a very !heavy reSlponsilbility wi.th respect to ,thiis chure'lL; and 'I would so 
minister the Word as 'GOod s:hal~. hel,p me, vhat it shall 'be impoSlsi-ble for anYlOlie 
on the Grea.t Day 'Oof !Assize to say, ''You d'id nl()t rwarn me, you di,d not. make 
su·re work of !S!llllvation, you IIIl'lowed me' to ·come into the church, a.nd. to feel 
secu,re;" 

I shruB !preoach ,tlhJs morning to every 'chur<ih. member-and ·partIcularly to 
t-he Ipreach-er in the 'Pulpit, ,I must ~res,oh to myself; I must Ipreach to ·aH the 
deacons, and to all you 'Sunday !School ·teachel1s. to ever,y member lof ·th·is ,Church, 
and -to every 'Professi'ng OhrisUan here, every memibe.r of. ;bhis or ·any other 
chur.ch, 'because here you hoave 'Wri·tten in -the Word itself 's, terr~ble example of 
s, moan who got into th'e mem.bershLp 1Q;f the 'Church, and' ·was svHll unsaved·. 

·Fi'rst 'of a.1l, iWe have A :DESCRIPTION OF THE 'STATE OF AN UNSAVED :SoUL. 
Look at the exclusiveness 01 it, "Thou hast nei:1Jh.er ~art nor 'lot in ,this matter." 
There rwas a stalle 'of hi'g'h !privilege, of great ~iritUB!1 !blessing, there was a 
condition of power and use~ulness', from rw'b.i.ch ;f)hJ:s man 'Was excliuded. Peter 
said tlo. 'him, "You a.re entirely on the outside, you have nei'ther ,part nor loot in 
this mllitter; you have 'Professed, /but in re8llity you are not- a memlber of the 
family, you do not belong, you :are not an Iheir of God', nor ,a joint iheir !With 
Christ." Theore are some things from :which we mIght be v-ery 'gt.acl to! ibe 
cXicludedl. ISometimes I v:isit tJh.e hospit'al, a.nd 'l never see su.ch a place of 
suffering rwithOout a :prayer of 'gra.ti-tud·e and, tha·nlksgivin,g for helllltlh. 'l am 
very gilad to!he on the outst·de. very ,tihank:fnl that I ,have "neitiher .part nor IoU" 
in It. -But my 'heart 'goes out to ,those wh,o, m.~'St: need·s. l,an.gU'ish the~e on beds 
of pain. I have seen a .blg black car ·roHing d'own the 'sbreet rwioth th.e ·d'oor at 
the baClk locked, ·a·nd a co·u,pIe 'of ,policemen in f:ront--and I ~ave never coveted 
a. ri,de in that, I have ,a;lways been glad to !be on ,tJhie lQu-tsiode ,off ,that chariot! 
I have 'a:Iways !been ,thanikif.ul that 'I have "no 'parl nor lot" in a. journey of vhat 
sort! One !passes tihe !g.rim walls of some p:lace of punishment, wih.ere men oa.re 
confined ·within !because of their crimes; ,and 'We may well ibow our hea·ds an.d 
prai.se God ,that ·we have !been :prevented someh,o'W from Ihaving part or ·101' ~n 
sucll, an institution. .And vhere are some ihalP'PY occasions, too, f.rom :whiCh we 
are excluded·, 'Where exclu·sion is t<l'lera:hle! II 'hoave ibeen at a ,great many 
wedddngs in rwniClh. I ihlave !had a Ipa·rt ,but no ,lot~and' I 'cannot say that [ h'ave 
ever ·feR jealous about the matter eit·her. I have !been 'Perfectly recancUed, and 
I 'have felt that such exclusilon was quitel 't'olel'aJble! There are happy droles 
in whidh; we mi,g'ht oount 'it a ,privilege to lOe included, there are 'Conditions of 
life :where lOne might almo·sll !be f·oT.given for ,desirin'g ad'mission. It W'ou,ld, be 
well, I SUipipOlSe, to be .learned, and <to ·be weaJI,tJhy, and to be infiuentia;l; 'but it 
it ,be that ours is a humble 'lot, and ·we are t,o ~nd rank among the oommon 
avemge :people, well, we may Ibe thankful ,f:or ·the lesser ~rivi1e:ges of :life, and 
endure our exclusion. . 

But oh, oft is not· of a condItion Uke that ,the Apostle 'Peter is speaking. 
"This matter"! What is "this matter" from which Ihe is !lxcluded? Peter and 

" 

( 
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John and PhHip have ,been telling the matcb:less story of ,the IUfe an,d, death lOll 
the !Son 'of God, they ·have 'been t'alling the great COIDiPany lW'hy He came, and 
Wlh,y He died" and tW'hY. He 'WIa& ,buried, ,why He 'rose again, and ascended into 
the g.IOIW; ,and they 'have been telling par:t.ic1lllarly just naw' of 1Jhe descent of 
the 'Sp"i,rit, of the fulness' o,f love, a.ud! of the \power of Ohrist Jes116 ,to save. But 
to !Simla-n, 'Peter saY'S, ''You a.re on ,tIhe out'aIde, y,ou have no interest in <tJhe 
death of !Christ; His grave was n'ot you'r 'g.rave; your sins are not 'buTied in 
His 'grave; He ios ~ot )'lour 'Representative in :heaven; and! the Holy ISipiri-t has 
not (lome ,to fiU :WIth joy and, ,gladnes.s and 'power otJhe !heart of such an one as 
you-you are entIrely QutsIde, and we have nothing 1m do lWith' you, you do 
lJI()ot Ibelon!g to ,tillis circle at al,I." 'lTh.at is a tel'riible sentence, to !be excluded 
from any interest in ChrIst, from any hoOPe of !pro'fit from HiB" death, !from eny 
experience of tthe ;power of His ISpirit! 

I wonder, d'ear friends, if everyone- of u.s is sure that he 'or she is' on the 
inside? You ,can 'afforo., ,tl) 'be poor :in this world's 'goOoos; you may olive, even 
if you Ihave ,but !few friends; you ,cannot sutfer '~eatly, <tJbpu'gh you Ibe e~cluded: 
from t'he soci8ity of people of rank and IPQsition .in ,tohis l'i·fe-lbut to !be Sihut oul! 
of t.he ark IOf God, to illave nO' part at ru11 in Jesus 'Christ, ,to h,ave no Lot in ,the 
land of !promise, to h'ave no !'inih.eritance ineorrUlPtoJ.ble, and IIlnde1Ued, and that 
fadeth not a.way, reserved In heaven for }"Ou", and' ,to lbe without gua.rant.ee tha.t 
you wl:lll .. be ,kept 'by the lPaw'er of ~d t1hll"ough faith .unto sa;lVl8.t~on,-to'!be 
excluded from tthat is ,to !be utterly, 'hopeI63s1y, a;bsolutely, IbankI'IUIPt, noth'ing 
else matters 'if we a,re without IPIQrt or !lot .In Jesus Christ. . 

:And 00, what'.a. day that /WiLl be, !When He sha.1l,come! II said I have been 
content tlO 'be without ;part or lot in many wOOdin,gs, butt there is Qne from 
which i ,pray I may not ,be eXic1ude1i: some day it wiH !be said, "The marriage 
of t1hoe 'Lamb ,Is oome and his wUe hath made herself :read'y"; some day the cry 
wi'hllbe hearo, '~'eho'ld:, 'the \bri.degroom Icom8'llb."-and. those who a.re ready wiH 
go in with Him to' t'he ,waddling. To miSlS that, to !be shut out. fIlO'lU that 
mal"ria:ge occasion, to arrive a:t ,the ,door ,too !late, ibecause we have fooHsh'ly 
ha:d lamps and uo oil, an eIllilty ,professi'O'U wi,thout ,spiritUo&:l vita.lity, without 

, the !power of the Holy Ghosv, witlh.out any thear1rrelation to !God--'to !be shut 
out among !the 'crowd outsi.de, 'Without ipart or 110t, that wou'ld !be the most 
terriible tragedy of aH. May 0.00 'hei!p us tohat ,thav may not lbe true of enyone 
here th'is mOll'ning'! 

There is an e:cpZanation 01 this conaition 01 Simon's. "Thy heart 1081 IWt 
right in .tlh.e si,ght of God!." ''Dbere ,was no,tIhdng the matl!er lWith ,Simon's lite 
out""'IIJl"d.J,y, he was' not a flagrant 'sinner, the was n.ot gW'lty of any gT'(lISIS mis­
condiuct, he lWas an eminently respectable mem!ber of society; and ,when he was 
numbered with the people of God, a wave of ~tti8llla.ction must have spread 
among t'he ~eO!Ple. No one cou,Ld lPOint .the ofin'ger of scorn a.t ,Simon an'd say, 
"You are an ino()nsisten,t professor:' I sUJWlQse 'he attended' ,upon. aH the means 
of', graJCe, I fan,cy at that time 1Jhere ,were many ;prayer meetings, I have no 
doulbl! ,the people met toget.b.er, ,and: "spoke ,of,ten one to anoOther"-the whole 
city was on fire for God, '8:nd ISimon !Wa.81 never absent from the assemlblies lOt 
the saints. .of all ,his feHowJbelievel"S, t'here was not one that s'llspected that 
there w,as any,thin,g /Wrong with :Siml{)n. lBut .the tJruth ,was, wlhatever his out­
ward life and chara:cter 'Were,' hole heart was not rig;h.t !in the sigh,t of God:. 
And 1 telI you, my brethren, in deaUng with :the ILord JeIilIUS, Iwe deal w~tJh One 
Willo sees lO'Ilr hearts. We may ,decei'Ve 'OoUrse'Lve8l, lWe may deceive eaDh Qtlher; 
but we' can never deceive Him. And ~f your 'heart is not r~h.t:-not in the sight 
of men, not ,in the sight ()If the '&!postles, not in the sloght ot yours'elf-obut if 
your hearto "is 'not Tight in the sight 01 ,Goa", ,then you are not .saved. '!bat 
is .tlh'e IPOdnt. '~Man 'loo}r,eth on ,the outwim'l. appeaTanee, !but !God ,looketh on 

,the heart.'; He kn,OW's wha.t I{)UT hearts are; IHe knows whether !We have 
believed! with our thearts. 

'I heard ,Dr. OiHon in 'New YOM last lWeek, an,d, I thoughtt I never heam 
greater preaching in my Ufe (by the 'Way, he sent 1h,1-9 love to everylbody). He 

. preached a sel'ID'on ,on ortb;odoxy of heart, and he said this, "A m:an may !be 
ort'hiOdox lin 'head, -an.d thave an in.tel,lectual !knoW1ledige of the truth, and !pass 
as a perfect.1y orthodox sainf.t--and his 'heart 'be all iWrong. On tl!.e OtiheT hand, 
his heart may !be ,right; and' if h~s heart is rll1Jh.t, tboug~his 'he81~ may occa­
sionaUy 'go wrong, if bis 'beal't 'i6 ,ri,ght, even Ih:is head iWlH 'come rIght Iby end 
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by; for it is willh the heart '-man ·beHeveth unto righteOlUsness·... Then.be 
said bhis sIgnificant th1ng: "A man may 1:ose 'hIs orthiodoxy of head, if his 
knOiWJledge of Ilhe truth: is merely an intellectual knowledige: he may depart 
from ·that, .change Ibis opinion, turn his back upon 'What once 'he professed', a.DJd 
be untrue to the gospel; but If YOU have 'hea.rt-or:thodoxy lot ·wiH lasl! YJOu for 
ever." And .that Is .true. It is. wi·th the heart "man bellevebh unto r1.gih.t.eous­
ness." 

'Ilhe question tor everyone of us to ask is this, Is my heart rIght in tIh& 
sIght of Go·d? Have '1 repented Io<f my sins? Ha.ve I !believed with a:ll my heart 
tohe g.reat atoning ISa.crifice? Have I committed mysellf without reserve ,to Him 
Who died for me? Lf· [ iIlave, th.en my 'hear;t is lI"ight, I 8JIlJ a; poor s'innell', and 
I may tbe g'IllHty of many mista.kes, many errors. may stumble of.ten, may be 
the subject of much eriUcism; 'bu-t if my heart is -rlglht with Goo, everythIng 
else wnL come ri.g'ht in due time. BIllt if your 'heart is wrong, everyt'hing is 
wron.g; and as you and' ·1 ·mu&t so 8.IlSiWer at the day of judgment, let me say 
to every memoor of t'hls 'Chu-rch most eDlJlilllllticlIIIly, that e'h;ureh membersihtp 
does not. save anyone. The fact thab you. bve p.rofessed faith .in iC'hrist, and 
have ibeen ibaptized ·i·n these waters here, and: have sat in ihe&e seats at the 
Oommunlon Table, does IlIOfI; ·guarantee .tlbat you'llire a -Oh.rhrtlan. The great 
question is, Is your heart right in _the sig'ht of God? I!f it is not, oibserve Peter's 
W'Or-ds, "Thou art i-n the gM,1 of !bitterness, an-d in 1Jh.e ,bond of liniquity". It Is a 
bitter thing to ibe outS'ide of Christ. l'lbere are !paBsin-g pleasures, I kIliolW", 'but 
by and by you .get. to the 'bobtom o·f the cup. 

"Years steal -fire from the mind, 
.AmId. vigour firom tbe Ji.m;b; 

And llfe's enchanted CIllP, 
But Siparkles near the !brim." 

Wihen you get to the 'bottom of it the dregs are terribly .blllter:. What an 
awful thing .it mlllSt 'be to be in "the ga:l'l of 'bitterness"! It:fs a ,biUer ,th.ing 
to sin a.ga.lnst God; ;It is a tbiUer .thing to lbe wLthoub His paroonlng grace; and 
there are :laid up nothIng 'but Ibitter disappOintments for the man or W'OIruIJl 
who Is wi.t:houb Christ. Naomi went llIWay from Bethlehem to Moa.b's land • 

. and w.ben she Ileft, her !husband and !h,er t.<w\OI sons 'Were 1Wltih. her. They ,were 
emig.rants, seeking Ufe in a ·new 'country, and ·tbey went to Moa'b'~ land. 
There sbe buried, 'her huslban.d', and· then, one after the other, she 'buried' her 
sons; a.nd iNaomi, whose name means "pleasant", :ClIme ,back to iBe·t.boleihem in 
tlhe Mme of barley !harvest, for s'he had ·heare· that' God "had visi·ted His .people 
in giving them bread". She came !back bome aJg8.ln, and the :people IWIho 'had 
known her. met her, and, tlb.6re waS Blome resembla,n,ce to her former self lWihen 
she 'had Ieft them in an the freshneS\S of Iber y()IIJ.jjh. and .beauty, and ,Wj.th t.he 
buoyant hope tba.t is chM"act.eristic of one Who ·thus ~ooks on 'life. and 'Ilhey 
said, "[s this Naomj?" And.she sbook her 'head and said, "No, no, Calli!. me not 
NollKlmi, call me Mara:-wlhddh means ,bitterness.....,for the Almlg:hoty hath dealt 
very ibitterly ·with me." Naomi had dug so many gr.a.ves, s!he ha.d 'buried all her 
'hopes, and life had 'lost Its charm t<o her; she had come Ilwme In .the galol of 
bitterness, and fuI·I of disappointment. '1'hat is Ufe apart from Ch-rist, ever.y. 
where, no matter where you go. 

"And In otIhe Ibond of iniquity". Tohere Is no freediom !but In Ohrlst, no 
Uberty for anyone untjl Chrisb makes us free; ·there are chains 1l!POn us. !Boys 
and; girls here tlh.is morning knOlW very well that tbey have made 'Promises to 
mother a dozen times, ;perh&!ps a .hundred times-, ·that they wouId not do Certain 
1'lb.lngB-and they broke 1ihat. ·promise ,before a week 'W88 over. And !When 
motlh.er said to you. "Did you not promise me that YOU 'WOuld not !be oU'ntrutlhfu1 
again?" the poor lad 'has said'. "!Mother, ·1 did not wan.t to, ib1l1t II just. COIUIld no17 
'help :1.t.". Oh. 'WOO of 1\18 has not foundl a power over whicb. we have no controll, 
apart ;from divine groace? Wlhoever Is out of -Christ is ibound, Ibe is in ibon'da.ge 
until now. . 

How 'U)(l.8 this state observed' How may 'We know? How· d·id Peter fin,d 
out.? Phil,i:P did not !lind it out! I·t 'W8.SI nlvea:led Iby a remar.1t which ISilmon 
ml8ide. wihen he offered him IIIlO'D.ey and. said, "Give me also this !power, that on 
whomsoevell" II 'lay hands, be may receive tlbe Holy Ghost." '''What,'' said !Peter. 

\ 

I 
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"have YOU not 'learned thab these !blessiIllgs of the Ohristian life cannot ibe 
boug!hU Have you not learned. that.? Have YOU not yet learned the great 
principle of grace, ,tha.t every element in 881lva.tion Is the gi~ IOf God?" 'If you 
!have not learned ·tihat, you are not a Ohl"istian,. 'lThat is the fundamental ,thiDig. 
Why ·do you Ibhin!k YOU are a OhristiJan-tbecause you have stOlpped ,going to this, 
II.IIId to tb.'IIIi, end eeased doing ·the other tlhing? .because you ·tbJo:ug>ht you coUJ1d 
earn your way, "I1Y your 'Way, ,with God? ,by refol"Dlin.g Y01lr .chara.cler? !by 
lllbandonin'g certain practii-ces? lDid you tJhiillJk thwt !by that means 'YOU could 
make you.l!S~ aJecep,faJble to God? WeH, if otlhIat !be 900, you have failed '10 
a.pprehend. the fun,d:amental ~rinci!Ple of 681lvllltion, ,that lWe are .utterly ban'k· 
l"1lIPt, that money does not counb with God, .that 'good IWOl'Iks do not count W'J..tlh 
Him. 

I went t'Ot Belgium shortly at,ter the armistice, and went into a store in 
BrUBsels to Ibuy somethin·g-I hOO a .twenty-1lranc nobe, French money, and only 
wanted some 'little thing, a CI1P of coffee or tea-I do not bow what-'I wanted 
a ·lundIL of some SOl'lt anyhow, and ,tJhey too'k us (Jut into a ibBlck kibchen where 
they hBld some ,th'1n~s s·tewing on the stoye. I·t fWQS not very :f.nvitin~, Ibut I 
took it, !because there was nobhing else. ~en· I offered ·them a twenty·frane 
note in 'Payment They ·pu1Jled out a. dmwer and Ibegan to count I0111:t a lot of 
German money, paper money, that had: !been pri'nted in Bl'IUSsels du-rin,g the 
time of ocaupati.on, and they wanbed to take my otwenty.,franc note, that I 
offered in ~a.yment f·or hrutf a :franc's 'W'Ol'ItIb" change i·t, and opa.y' me ibBIck in 
German money. ![ said, "I do not want. tihat stuff." And. iIlhey said, "It is a:H 
right." I rep'J.ied:, u!No, it is' not. I saw ·someone trying 00 Clhange ,that in 
London .last week, a.nd yQu cowld ·not .get a sh'illing :for oIL ,ca,rload of it; even 
thougih e8lM ·note h'Bld a promise written on it, 'it. was nothing ibut a SCl'Iap of 
paJper. If YO'll cannot give me French .money, 'give me Ib.a.ck m'Y bwenty.franc 
nKl'te." They had none, so ,I iborrowed some fu.'tom the !friend! <who 'Was IW-itJhr me, 
and Ipaid him back afterw'aro-1but II kept my twenty·fl'lanc note; I d·id ·not. 
want ·the debased. currency of a. bankr.u,pt emlpire. 

/My dear friends, you come oto buy saJl.vation from tIb.e iLord, and you say, 
"I will do so a·nd sO .. ......Jbull your ·good: works are ,olf no ·more value ,tQ God than 
was ;tJh·a.t German money .to me, they are of iess value, :they are utterl'Y us·eless. 
It is "not !by WOMS of righteousness' 'Which lWe have 'done, !bU!t accoroing to hds 
mercY'iIle saved us, :by t'he washing roof regeJ,leration, and renEl'Win'g of ,the Holy 
Ghost .. ' If' yoU are trusbing even 'in an in,flni,tesimal deg·ree ·to any good. :works 
you have done, or ever can do, .as ·a g.round. of your acceptance with God, !then 
Y01l!r Ma.rt is not .rf.g'ht. .Get!back to ·this rgre8Jt. ;principle, rthat the .gif.t. of God, 
w'hether ib ,be the ,gUt of His 'Son as the :Saviour, or the rgi~ of ·the HolY Spirit 
as the ISan'ct1rfier and !Preserver, owIhatever it ibe, it ds God's free, unmerited, 

. sovereign, gift to a ibaIIlkr.U!pt soul; and the on,ly way \by which you may \be 
su·re of having it is to 'glO' to Him and say: 

''Not:hing in my ihand II !bring; 
,SImply .to Thy cross I ding!''' 

With<>u·1l money, and wIthout price! 
IPeter ihere na,mes the greatest ·of 'all'her·esies. Think of j,t a minute. 'W!b.at 

is :bein'g prea,ched evel"Y'Where to-day? W\hrat do 'We hear IPrea.ched even by 
men .who do not open'ly deny the auohorlt.y lOil ,tiM.S' <Book? 'Whalt is it? Salva­
Mon by 'Wol'lka-'Wol'lks-works! ISaJlvation \by human effort. Wha.t· is othat? 
lot is the sin of Simon, SlUPlPosing that the gift of God ·can ibe lpurcl1oa.sed e1t1hsr 
wi·th money, 'Whiohr is .the IpI'lCl'duct of good wOl'lks, or Iby the good works them· 
selves. We a.re wrong u·tterly, .if we get even but a step ILway from God's free 
grace: 

''W.hen· free ,~mce awoke me, by li:gihb fr9Ii1. on hlogh. 
T.hen leg·al fears shoo·k me, I trembled to d1e"-

I saw I oO'llld not ibuy, I 'couI'd not fulfil the s·tandaros of the ·1a,w-

'"No re·fuge, no safety, in self c~'ld I see; 
'Jehovah Tsi-dkenu' my 'Saoviour must be." 
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I must find my righteousness in Him; I must find· my sancUftca:tion 1n Him; 
I must find ndelllil,tion in Him-I musv lfind everything in Him. 

Ve!'ly ;we'I'1 then, ;wlhat did Peter say? "'I'hy money Iper.isih, with thee, 'beca.use 
thou . ill ast thol11giht that ·the gid)t of God may 'be ,purclhased 'Wi·th money." A man 
who is torusting to 'his own merits !is in dan·ger of Iperishing.. He wHI !be saved: 
by the free grace IOf God in Ohrist Jesus the' ILard, or lIie wUI not be saved 
at aill. 'I'hen iWib.at did Peter say? W1hat is the ,way out? "Repent tih.erefore 
of th'is thy wi-ckednelis"L "'Wel.l~ ibnt," ,tlhe man says, "·1 ne<ver· di·d· any:flh.ing 
wrong. 1 don't steal, r don't lie, I don't Ibreak the ten oomman'dments,' I am 
perfectly respectalMe, 1 '8.ID. a good son, or husband, or father, orr emoploye·r, or 
employee, a gIOo;d .ci·tizen. :1 ·do my du·ty. WJhav do you charge me witlh,?" 
Listen, "Repent . . . of thls thy wickedness." What is his :wlicked.ness? His 
wickedness consists in putting such an estimate on God as to allow himseZf to 
suppose that he has money to buy something from God. "'Why, is 1-t a /Wi·eked 
thin·g to sUIp!pose ·t;.ha:t I oou'ld· lila'Ve myse1f?" Yes, otihat is the .crime IOf all 
crimes. "Do you mean to say, sir, tihat there Is 'Wickednes's in ·my good resolu­
tions, in my attempv at reformation of Character? [s ·that a IWicked:ziess? I 
thought it ·was a virtue." 'When y.ou make tha,t the ·grOlUnd Ott YlO!U:r hoope, you 
s.how that you have never seen God' in Christ. If you ,knew ·who God is, if you 
knew anything. of Hls infinite holiness, if you had a 'pl"Olper concap.t.ion lOt the 
absolu'f.te riglhteousness of God·, you 'WOuld know that you have not a. shadow of 
a s.hade I()·f a ghost of a ·chance ou·t of t'hat evU heart of d'oin'g one solitary thing 
.that can commend you to Him; a:nd it is a. !Wickedness to su,ppose you ,can; 
it is an inw'lt to God to offer Him 'Your righteousness ·for YOl\lr salvat1on. 
"Repent tillerefore of this thy wickedness". 

And then ·J.i.sten-'O, :w;jIIJ )'IOU Uaten-"a'nd' pray God",. "Repent", a:nd .then 
"·pray"-not asking someone else t.o poo:y ,for you ·mereJ.y, :but Ip'l"ay for yourself. 
W,hav do you pray for? "If 'per'hlllps"~listen-"if Iperhaps tIh.e tlhought of th1ne 
heart may !be forgiven thee"-not the offence of .the l,jps, and BOot an outward 
transgression, ibut ask IGod to forgive the thought of your 'hearl., WeII, fuat is 
getVing pretty elose, is it -not, if ,tha;t is !Where we have to do Ibusiness rwith God 
in ·tJhe reaIm of lOur tJh.in'kiing? W1hen we come to see that ·sin consists in ,wrong 
thoughts, then we have some true aJW)re'hension of ;wIha,t it means to deal wi.tlh 

·God'. 
And then I am glad, ·this word is writoten: iSimon said', "Pray ye to ,tihe 

Lord for me~ I do repent"-I think: he did-'~I ·d·o repent. I am sorry. I 
tlhou·g'h,t. I was ·ri'g'ht, lbut II am all !Wron·g." Wihen a man asks YlOI11 to ,pray for 
;bJ.m. allid iJJ.e ~s sin'cere, !he is Hke'ly to .begin to 'Pray for b,imseIf. ·"'nl.at none at 
these ·things which ye ha.ve spoken !Come unto me." ,So, ·d'ear friends, if we are 
'wrong, we may get righ1J. IShaH we ·do. it this morni·ng? :Do you say ,what 
Simon said·? I think he saido in effect, "I :w;UI, ,bu·t YlO'll 'Pray for me." That is 
one ·case ,in a reV'ival sern·ce lWftJ.ere one asked that. others should !pray for IMm. 
Did you ever ·tlhdnk of tha.t? "',Pray ye to ,the !Lord for me." 

What shaII :we ,do thIs mornin'g? If, as 1 have spoken these sim.pIe ."rOl1ds 
to-day, vhere 'has come .to. you a new assurance ·of you·r 1bo00pe i·n Ohrist, then 
!how gload you ouglht to be! ;Lf!We can BaY, ".Thou.goh 'I am not wih·at. I ought ,to 
be, and I am not what I mtg1h;t !be, thank 'Giod. !I am not what :I 'onoee ,was; and 
by the ·grace of God II am w'ba:t I ·am." [wou;ld· 'llIot unsetule anyone's fai·th, I 
wou'ld only ex:ho·rt you that. yOiU "gi'Ve <Liligence to make your ca:lling and elec­
tion sure". It willi never ·do anyone' a.ny ha.rm to re-exa.mine the fou·nda,tions. 
1 remember 'cam'Ping one summer IOn iL8ike !Huron. It was a very stormy SlUPl­
mer, and, camlping was ne·w to -me, I had· never -lived in! a tenv before, oand durin.g 
storms I thin'k I got up every ten or fif.teen minutes du·rin·g tihe nigh.t ·to 
examine the tent pins, fOJ: it ·seemed ,to me that"l was Hving under'll. parachute, 
ibut ·that the tlh.ing was likely to go ,up 'instead of coming do'Wn; J got out again 
and again a:nd went roun·d -to see 1Jbat everything ,was 'holding fast. [do not 
mean that we must live in suCh a sense of inseCIUrity. If we are founded on the 
rock, and our hope is in Qhrist, then ·we can 'be at Ipeace; ,the rains may 
descend, and ·t;.h·e. winds blow, and Ibeat on you'r h·ouse, ibut it wHl fal,l not, for 
it is founded on a .Roo~. I am only ·anxilOu.s tJh.at we sihou·ld, everyone of us, 
ma:ke sure tlbat our hoOiPe is founded on the RODk, and not ·on the sand. If; it is, 
then ,prai-se 'God: :with a new Hallelujah this morning; and if it .is not, if 'any­
one has any doulbt woout it, just (lome like !Simon ,this morning, as we sin·g our 
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hymn, and say, '~Pray ye ·t·;) the !Lor,1i: for me, I am not q,uite I!Illre, and I want 
to ,be sure tobi,s mornIng -tha.t ·my ,heart is ,rig'ht 'in tJhe si,gth,t of 'God." iSO a.s we 
sin'g 'OUI" 'hymn I shal'l g,ive t!b.at invitation to everyone in ,the 'hause, to eveI"Y 
man, woman, 'boy o,r gi,r:l, ,who ea.me ~nto this 'house t'his mornin'g, whether you 
were a ,profes'sed Ibel,iever or not, if you would make 'sure 'work of this, and 
are not sure, ,to 'come as we sing. 

~bitorial' 
THE CHICAGO uBAPTIST" ON 'DES MOINES UNIVERSITY. 

'VIle fOHowing' arti,cie, "Tille. Sneer of John ,A. 'Earl", is Tepr,oduced lrom 
The Temple News, Grand RaJplds, nr. O. W. Van Os del" EdUor. 

We read Dr. :marl's article when it .ap.peared, a.nd.- felt very mu,oh: li'ke trying 
to ,write such an art-iele as 'DT. Van Osdel 'has written; ibut· tb.c W'Q·r:k 'haS' ibeen 
done iby an abler pen than ours. We remem'be'r meeUng Dr. IEarl some years 
a'go, and 'We have the hwp!Piest memories of 'his courteSly an,d brotherliness. As 
an ex-President (If Des Moines, Uni-vers-ity i,t would :have 'been wiser had Dr. 
Ear-I refrained from comment on the ,BaJPtist iBi'ble Union's a.ttempt to llift out 
of tihe di,tcIh an institution wh,ose operatti'o'n !by other 'hands had not been con­
spicuously succesStf.ul. We a·re ,grateful to Dr. ,Earl for his reoogn.i-tion of the 
difflcu'l-ties o.f our t,ask at .Des 'M-oines; for 'he spea.ks on this matter wIth the 
a.UthOTity of e:x.pe'ri"ence, ,h·aving resigned the Presidency oil Des 'Moines~ presum­
aibly, because 'he discovered that its su.cces,sful conduct was 'beyond, 'his powers. 

And here, as iPres1·dent of :the Board of Trustees of Des Moines University, 
we ventu·re to annou-nlle a PT-inci,pIe of ,policy ,wi,th whidht we feel sure the 
members of the (Board, wiU agree. We .have no desiTe to bring' up the ;past, nor 
to press too (',loseIy the enquiry as ,to 'tihe root-cause of t'he tlailure IOf Des 
Moi'nes University: we prefer to ,let the dead ,bul"Y their dead, while ,we go 
and Ip'r·each the kingdom of God. ·But ·we ,respectfully, yet with all .fir·mnes's', 
suggest to the \Editor of The Baptist 'tihM. Ule 'Baptist ~ilble Union is n()!W legabl-y 
absolutely in control lo·f t.he Univers.ity, with access to aB Us records. We a.re 
therefore in a !position· to examine into ,the cause of Des IM-oines' tla-ilure. T'he 
present ~oa,rd· of TruS'tees is '80 g·rou,p of -determine·d. men who have solemnly 
set their han·dS to a Clo,lossal task, and· wiH not Ugh-tly allow t'he 'gre,at 'Work to 
be .b'i-ndered,. If o'bstacles 'be needIessly thrown ;a.crOl3s our lPa:th by vi-n-di·lrtive 
spI-rits, we -may ·be COIDJPeBed to he-ve ,recourse to d.ynamite; in which ,case 
the resulting e:x.plosion mi.ghtt· ,bring some things to l1g1h.t whioh mrght more 
adva.ntageous~I'Y, at lea.st to some peolPle, be left ,to ·the d,isclosures of the 
jud.gmen't day. We want it ,disti,nctly ·und·erstood, howe,ver, .thau the Trustee 
Board of 'Des 'Moines University mean ,buffiness, and wUl not be trifled. w,ith. 

:Meanwhile, we womler 'if ,Editor Ear:! ,selected, his .figure with 1Pl"0,per dis­
r.ernment. .and discrimination? He re,fers to "'he Ball,tist Bible Un,ion, in dts 
rel.ation to Des .Moines University, as ,pllllYing the part of "the 19·ood ,Soamaritan .... 
Did the Editor desire thus to remind 'his ',re'a:ders, o·f t,he ,condition oil: 'tihe ob1ect 
of the Samaritan's min1stry? Here it is: ",A cer:tain man !Went 'dO'WJl from 
Jerusa.lem to Jericho·, and. feB among thieves, which stripped him o,f Ms 
raiment, a.nd -wounded ,him, and: departed" -l"ea'Viing him 'h,!!:lf dea'd.." IA d·ozen 
vo·ltU-mes could' not more ·accu'Nbtely d,escri'be the detPredations of Modernism. 
Even modernisUc editors, 'by some ,su'bconscious ins,pi.rati<Jn. sometimes tell <the 
tTuth! We, hQ-wever, in our .charity, s'ho:u~d, ihave endeavoured to select 
'a metaphor invo'lv1ng a less. serious reflec'bion upon tihe !past. But we !b,o-w to 
Editor E,a'rl's s-upmor knowle'dge in ,this matter-doU'btless 'he knew w-bereo! 
he :spoke! 

With this 'introouction we :leave our readers to the ea.retlul .perusal of ,tlhe 
folIlo,win,g arti-cle from the ruble 'pen of lDr. O. W. Van Osdel: . 
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THE SNEER OF JOHN A. EARL. 
The morning ,tha:t the memlbers of 1Jhe EXecu,tive Oommittee ot the, ,Bi.ble 

Union. landed dn Des Moines, John A. Earl, tllLe ed1t'Or .of The (Ohioago,) 
BlJfJtiBt, emerged' from' the same train evidently having accompanied the 
del~on fur oibserva,tion. Under date of June Ultlh, ,19,2'1" The Ba,ptist 
con11ains an editorial entitled, "Is tJhe Good· Samaritan. 'Good, For It?" He 
then proceeds to belit.tle the entire situat'ion ,connected ,with the Des iMoines 
Umversdty and the Baptist Bible UnioIli. 
, Editor 'Earl was ,fo,rmeJ'lly the Presideno1l of (Des, Mnines University. Just 
~ ihe did. not maJke a success of it, he d'oes not a,t~t to eX/Plain, but 
usual:ly :!lair-minded men rej'Ol.ce in ltIhe subsequent success of t'he W'Ork to 
/Wlh!1'dh they at one time opuo1l their ihands:. Editor Ear-I does 'Il/ot seem to ibe 
moved ,by any sucl1 emotion. The editor"kn{)fWSI rthat ,the !Baptist J3iible Un.ion 
is composed ot old-faslhioned. Bapti9ts without a Single fad, who are simply 
standin'g for the IOI1d d'aith, otih.e infalloI.bility of ,the :Worn of God, the deity 
and the glory o,t Ohrist, and, the eX/tension at fJhe work of the Lord ,world­
W'ide. He 'knows ,toot t'here are as m'any edu,cated: and scholarly people 
among them as are ,foun-d' amon'g Undtar-ians and !Moderniets, and, yet he 
consent-il to speak of them, as "a !faction," as attempting to found II; ''!Par­
oc.b.1al" schOOl, .as u,n:dertolliking an. "eXJperiment," as possessing a "particUJIar 
theologi.caJl squint," as, a ",crusadIng" 'groUIP, etc., etc. 

Wiha.t ;puI'TPOse ,has the editor in <view in :putting this matter before his 
readers after this fashion? Is ihe entd,rely WiUIing to Ibe dishonest, .to ,mis­
represent a sitJUation in oTder -that he may create prejuddce? The Bi'ble 
Unton has understood f,rom the first tih8.t ,they had a savage and· unscrUipu­
'lous enemy to deal witih,. Men who have stplen from t!he !Baptists ,that which 
was founded and esta:bIi9hed Iby 'devout ,people of God:, and have prost.iotuted 
it to the pUl'Iposes of Uni,tarianism and J.IlIfideUty wHI !be entirely uns'ciru,pu­
,lous in deaIinlg with -the future of Des !Moines Universitly. 

'It h,as ibeen understood ,th'at if it was 'possllble ,to dIvert a doUar from 
the (Des !Moines treasu,ry it would ibe done. If there ,was any :argument, true 
or othel'Wise, !fjhat cou'ld :be used 'to keep a student away from .the institution. 
It wouoJd be usedt. [f there 'Was any infl.uence that couJod! !be Ibrought to ,bear 
upon the eSlta'b11s1hedl ipowers to d:isparage ,the 'grad'e of the W1O-J'lk done In 
.the University, it 'WIOuld be 'brou'g>M 'into play. 

Bul1 the editor of The Baptist claims to 'be a C!b.,ristian, and' to ibelieve 
at -least in the Golden Rule, if not in tihe rest of the Bible, and! one would 
suppose ,tihat he 'WlOJU'ld rejoice that an institution 'Wibh a hdstory of fi:fty 
years ihad fOUll,d, frienda. He 1JeHs us th8.t wltJb, the /prospect of ,the insHtu­
,tion being taken over ,by Drake University, "hope revived -in some hearts." 
Why fWoulod suoh 'a calamity lbefaJIJd.ng a iBasptist. institutoion cre8JI:e 'hope? 
Wb.8JI: is there in Drake Universi,ty more than in the StaVe instituMons, or 
in otlher school-s, ,thad" wouoJd encourage Baptists? 'nhe editor ihin'ts that the 
1JechnIca;I opart 'of the schoo'l :win 'be dispensed. wirth. Where does he get 'h.is 
authority? '!The new trustees have !bad ;but one meeting, and 'Were' in session 
merely oJ'ong enoug:h ,to pay SIOme of the de'bts. Wlhy does the edi'tor lO,f 7'he 
BlJfJtiBt undertake to dIsparage t;ae situation !by assum,ing to teLl what t.he 
COU'l'Bes and' schools wiH present for the f.uture? He aJIso in,dicates thllllt. ,t'her'e 
Isn't any room for a school of this kind, and if ,it is, per,petuated under 
Bible Union ,control it will ;be a kind' of "a'ttenuated ,Bible Scho,ol" unworthy 
at respect! on the /part lO,f -the intelligent. 

We 8.re sor,ry Ibhat any man is so' constituted tihAt he ,can get ,the co,nsent 
,of his own mind to d'o tMs sort of work, and -in ad!vance of any opportunity 
for any an-nouncement! to ibe made ',upon t'he part (),f the new Hoard of 
Trustees, .crea:te ,prejudoice and v:a.rious impressions and injurious' effects in 
t1he minds of the readers of The Bap,tist. It is very dif1icuJot to 'read this 
sort of an ed&torial wIth any kind of complacency, not. IbeC8lUse ib is Ukely 
to ,change ,the mind, of a sln,g:le devout foHiower of the Lord Jesl1S Christ, but 
that there 'C8.Il ibe a hu.man :belng with suoh a nature as ,00 consent. ,to adopt 
this sort of tactics an this warfare. IA man may 'be a iModemist or a. Uni· 
tarian, if he c.b.ooses to adopt Itlhese views, ,bul1 'he has no right to 'be d,iSlh,onest 
and injure other people. One 'Would, suppose that there would be enoug:h 
of 'honour on the part of the apostaJte mem-bera of the iNorthern Bapt-ist 
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Conve·n'tion, Who are dishonest enougih to clIIH tihemselves BlllptistSl when they 
Rven'tt a d~ of ',BaJpMst Mood in theIr veins, to carry IOn cwarfare that 
"WOuld at ~ea.st create a favourable impr8Sll'ion of their own 'honouI'!. We 
have 'h,eard it said of old, that ",there ·is ,honour among thIeves", 'but t'hliis 
a:tta·ck: ·m·ade U:POn the Bible Union in this e·di-to.rial- doesn't seem to ~mpress 
·the reader as ibe1ng intend-ed to benefit any good eIIIuse or a1ivan'ce any Ihigh 
interest. T·he one motive apparent on the flllce of it is to create !prejudIce 
IIInd wor:k inju·ry. 

'!1h'e memJbers of the Bible Un-ion ·bellieve in schools of the very ihdglhesb 
grllide. They ,believe in an educated ministry and in ·missionaries of !the 
very ihigib.est 8Itta:inment. .They Ibelieve tha:t there is ·IllO conflict whatever 
ibetween science and the Word of God·. lE}xlperience teaches vhem that Iflhere 
are man'Y men an the field' who lha'Ve a li!ttle smattering of science, an·d 
almost no ~oiwledge of th~ Bilble, ;wJho a.re ;posin,g as expera., and their only 

- ,pUl'!pose is t·o aJd·vance the interests of unbeHef. There isn',t a man on tlhe 
new '!Board IOIf Tru~es of Des !Moines Un'iversity t'llat ,would' 'Consent for a 
moment to ~owering the grlllde aJlready attai-ned Iby the most ·repu1la.ble and 
ad'Vanced t.eacih,er:s and scholars; 'but because men 'beHeve i,n scholarship 
and the hig.hest lellirning, irt does not foHo.w tb&t tlbey must ,become cheap 
infidel's. The chauter of Ro·bElrt G, Ingerso1:l.and Tom iPlliine a·nd· men of tlb.·at 
caUbre is nlOt scholarshi!p. Beca:use a mllin is' iIlna.ble to accep,t the .telllChings 
of ·the Word of God and prefers the ways of ·the 'World and' of -unbelief ,does 
not imUcate Iflhat h.e uu a trained mi,nd' or is a. schollllrt. 

Every mem'ber of ·t'he ·Board of T·rustees of Des Moines University dn 
·the futmre must. !be a devout tioJilower of the Lo·rd JeSi\lS Christ, and' an 
uncoIIl!Prom'ising lbe:J.dever in the au,thority of the Wo·rd of God. 'Every 
teacih.er must 'believe -in t'he necessity of the new birth an·d the 'life of 
'P·ra:yer. .Every teacl1er must !be a souq-winner, and every class 'room must be 
a place of !pll8.yer. There is n0lfJh1ng antagonismc ibetween falt'h an·d sch.olar­
shd,p, ibetween scienee a.nd !prayer, and Ibeca.use certain men have ap'o'sta:tized 
from t'he 18ible truth, it o.'oesn't fonow that they a·re the men :who made 
the 'World. 

The present mrdt'llr has seen considerlllble of Blllpt.1st Ute .and 'history. 
Baptists ha'Ve Ibeen great :people, 'and on ·foreign fields, iWhHe th.ey ihe11i' to 
tlhe Divine !plan, had' more converts than aU other 'Denomin8itil()us put to­
·getiher. Willen they depar.ted from tlhis ;plan they ibegan to fai'l. W'hUe ·they 
were true ,to the Word of Giod· in this country they out!g.rew every ot'her 
Denomin'aJtion. . 

Th.e !present eno1'lJllous debt iof the 'N'orthenn Balptisb Convention is ,but 
>the necessary fruitage o,r Modernism" Ood never -inten1ied that -men should 
slLcceed nn a 1C0lllS!Picuous .wa·y for any ·great lengtlh, of Ume wpart from Him. 
Th-is is aecording to the Word of God and 'human hISItiory.. -Iv's a very 
common >thin-g for scepti.cal :people to lP'l'ocloaim their scholarship and their 
in-!l/bility: -to h.a'Ve faith in the Word of God owIng ·00 their ,grea,t -lellirning 
and- extll8.ord-inary mental capacilly; -brut ·wh.en the si,truation is fuHy investi­
gaited it is quickly found ·that !pretense and, ,bu·n~um and IhYIPocrisy are still 
,prevalent on ltIhe earth. . 

Rea-l Baptists lhave Ililtways Ibelieved somet'h!ing an.d have ,know-n why _ 
they lbeUeved it. Every Ba«l:t1s-b cih.urch 'When oI1ganized has adopted Articles 
'Of F'aith, and from time immemlOrial 188Iptist churohes·'h·ave ·been re.ceived 
-into Associations .bY tbe presentati-on of theIr Articles of F.adth. Tohe ~,dea 
t'hat you ca:n have B-wp1li.st Associ8ltions and Oon'Ventions -that do not lbelieve 
in anything lin !PIIIrticular, an-d ,thus exMbi-t their marvel-ous 8ittain-ment ·in 
~nowledge an-d scholarly p06sessions, is a new thing -under the sun, and a 
Ihumibu,g. When the present 8iPoSitacy among those who ca.H ,themselves 
!Bapil::ists set .in, it !Was not hard to dbmover that 11111 'Who were Idning up with 
.Modernists were doi'n'g so ibecaJUse tIh'ey ihad no !personal :intimate ·knowledlge 
or possessilon of the new Ufe ·in Obrist. '!'he statement of our ·graclious Lord 
·that "a man must be ,born again" was ,true at tlhe time of its origdn, and 
itl's just as 'true to-day,. The men w:ho are ·dolllbtfu-l about ·the awthority of 
the Word of' Ood 'WiLl !be peI'!petuall:y against the lBilble Union an.d its work·; 
:but every man 'Wh'()I has !partaken of the new life in Ohrist, if .illlteHigen,t as 
to the 'beIief and aims of the Bi'JjJ.e Un,ion, wHl 'be its friend. 
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GOD MANIFESTS IN THE FLESH. 

By President J. O. Buswell, of Wheaton College, III. 

(Written for The (}ospel Witness.) 

July 7, 1927 

For tm> ,SP6CIj,fj.'C reason:s iI :beUeve ·that J·esus Clh.ri-s-t was born {)f a v.ilrgi'll. 
!In' tb'e first place, R is ·the -cIe'ar de·cla'l'ation 'O,f the ,scri:ptu'l'es that this was the 
means of Hd'S coming into the W'Or,ld i'll human t.or.mo. IMa.tth·ew tells us 
(MattheW! 1: 18"'20), '''Now the obi,r.t:h o:f Jesus Ohr.i:s.t was on this Wiise. ·When 
His mother, IMar-y, !had :been bet'l'othed t{) J'Osepih·, hefol"e theY' came together 
she was fuund W'ilth chHd of the 'Holly S,pir:it. And' Jo·sepih, Iher husband, being 
a 'l'ig.hteou·s man, and n'Ot wiHi'llg to ilIlia'ke her 'a public exam.ple, was minded to 
put CiElT' away priov,il~. !But whoen 'he th'O'llght on these things', beh'O'ld an angel 
of the Lord' a,ppeared 'I1'nto him i·n a dream, saying, J.oseph, thou ·son of Dav:id, 
·fear ·not to ta;ke unto ·thee· M·ary, thY' wife; fool' that which :fs conce.ived in her 
is {)f the Holy· ·Stpidt." 

IJu.ke tells us (IJuke 1:'30, 31, 3'4 and 35), "And the ange:l sai'd unto her, 
Fear not, Maxy, for -thou ,ha'st fO'll,nd favour with ,God; and behQld th.ou IShalt 
oolllCeive in· thaY 'W'Omob and b'l'ing ·llo!l'th a son, and shalt ·ca.H lhi.'II' name Je·S'Ils ... 
And Mary '!laid' 'UntQ the .angel, How shall .tJhilS be seeing 'I know not a ·m·an? 
And the :angel answe·red 'and said, unto her, Th'e HQly S:pirit shalL come· upon 
thee, and; othe power of the MO'IIt High s!hall overs,bJadow tlhee.. Wherefore, also, 
that w,hi~ ;Is· to be b()ll'n shaH be called holy, the 'Son Qf God." 

In my 'limited ex,pE;lr:ien'ce I 'have never found an i·nstance in wIh.fch the Bible 
is n,ot tru·e! T·he .fact that the virg·in Ib:'l'th, 'Of IOhrist ds c;leal'ly and 'expIiciUy 
taug.ht in the iSc:riiptures ds a s'llmcient ~ason fOr 'Our acceptanee o·f this 
doctrdne. !We o'l1ght to realize that ·those W!ho Ughtly set lIS'ide the doctri·ne 
of the virg·jn ~irth as unnecessa.ry for evangeHcal faith, are, with 'this do,ctrlne, . 
settiJl,g aside also the a.uthority and. ve,racity Q!f the Bible'. 

T1he eneIIJJies of t!he iFaioth ,have soughot with gd'eat dngeniiourslIless to prove 
that the accounts of thoe hirth of IChrist as gaven .In· Matthew and in· ·IJu·ke are 
ine<msnstent. IDeVO'llt sC'holars, :however, suCob: as J~mles 01"1' and James G. 
MaClhen and many otJher.Sl, ,have -cie3Jl'Iy answered these aI'IgIU.ments. Oritiica,l 
ddscu8sion 'Of this 'kdnd i's not ;the pourpose of ;the ,present a.rtio1e. TIlue '0106114', 
concise and bea'll-tif'lIHy mute accounts of the way in which "the Word 
be'came fI.·eSlh an'<l. d·welt a;mong us", .may s:peak for 1Jhems.elves . 

.somoe 'have been trou'bled ove«" ·bhe alleged di'screpanciiee between tlhe 
geneal'Ogies of IMatthew ·a.u·d o£ Luke·. ,tt is stran'ge that ~ 9h{)u,ld be per­
polexed. James .orr has clearly .poin,ted out ,th'e evddence fM believing that 
I;U'kle's a'C{)()unt o·f the ~nfanciY of JesU'!; ds derived ·from 'Mary, His motlher. ·The 
genellllo'gy in IJuke, th,en, would be the genea;logy of IMary.'s fatlher. M'atthew's 
account seems, as 'Professor On" .i1l(i.iICa.tes, to be de!l'ive'd from J'Osepoh. Thl()se 
things wMch WQuid mOIst conOO'l'n Ihim are rec()ll'l().ed dn 1Jhi-s gospe~; and ,the 
genealolgy otll :Matthew is doubtless JOS'E!ph's g·eneal'OIW. JesUis; IbQrn in Ib·is 
'hO'llsehold, and! broUJg·ht up (see Luke '3: 23)· as his !so·n, acoor.ding to th·e 
custom, WQuld, /be· his heir accoT·ding to Jewish Jaw, in Is'pite of the ,fact that Jesus 
was not ,begmten :by 'him. . 

It would :be ().ut '(l·ll pla·ce !here to ta;kle up more of the alleged ddmooUie:s 
with othe Scr.l,ptu!l1li1 a.ccounts of the ihwth: 'Of Jesus ·Oh'l'-1st. The Ifact .tJh:at :tJhe 
Bible Cil.earl:y state's Hds vi'l'gi'n ,bi·rth as a Ifact is a ·gOO·d and sumci'ent d'elllson 
fO'l' our fai tho 

'M:y se'cona s·peci.fi·c rea:s.on for bellev:ln·g dn :tIhis doctrine .is .th'a.t flhe virg:n 
b-l'l'th E!eeIDs to -me the ·on}.y ap'propriate way' Wlhere'by ·the P'l'e.ex~sten.t ,Son of 
God shO'llld ta:ke 'I1pon H·im-self OU!l' human nature, ''b,eco·me ·ft.es!h and dwell 
aallong us". I'll the pro-ces.s· .of oroina.:ny gente'ra-tio-n a new peorsonal·i·ty ·oomes 
Into being. JesUis d·id not begin to be Wlhen IHe wa's ibo'l'n in Bethlelhem of 
Judea; 'He is from all eternity vhe ,son of God.. 

IS'OInfe very Wiis'e and ve'l'Y devout men have state'd :tJha-t tho'lllg:h Christ was 
born of a virgin, they can- see no ontolO'gi'ca.1 rea.s·on for Hi'S comin'g dn this 
W'&iY' ~lIlth,eor .th·an in ·some other W'll.·Y. T'here are orthodox sOOoms Wlho have 
said tJhat the incarn·a·tion mj'ght a's weU bve :been th~o'l1'g<h oll'dina;ry botr,th aoe 
through su,per·natura,I bd·rth. ::r ,do n'ot ·find ·thle doctrine 'an· al"bit!l'ar.y one, ·how-
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ever. in seem·s to me ,distin.ctly necessaory ,that this should have been .the' 
means o·f the incarnation. 

TiIl'e vi.;rgin \Mrth is an explanation of t'he fact of ,tJhe deity ()f Jle'sUJs Oha"tst. 
It evidentoly was not used !by the ea.r.ly Oh:ristians ·as an argument to prove 
His· deity, a·nd should not so be 'USed btY us. The re:SIIl·r;re·ction off, Ohrlist :from 
the dead is an open, ·pu.1H1elY-llittest.ed, :conspicuous 'IDii:ra.cle conili'rming the cla.im 
of deity. it was evidently tihe first argu,ment of the ewrly Ohrls:tilUlS in pre­
:sen·ting· bhe gospel m:esSllllge. The· vi!l"gdn ibirth, !h'owever, is not an a:rgument 
for un,beHevers ,but a 'bZessed e:cpZanation for ·believers. It seems to me othat 
this doctrine Il'hould ·neveT be the subjec.t Got pub~,ic debate in the· presence of 
un.godly mem :It is a necessary su.bject of ·instr,uction and a ,cause of praise and 
adoration to God among Oha"istoians. 

TIhe vi:rgfn birtJh ()f Jesus 1C'1i.rist was a mi!l"acle of the Holly S,pirit of God, 
wlherelby t'he pre-existe!llt 'Second 'Person ,af ·the Trinity b,ecame flesh and dw'elt 
among us. 

'Tlhe biTth <lif Je'sllls was dn the strictest sense a vwgin blrth" not, as some 
have disgustingly implied, 'a .birth ,reSoulting of,rom the ,cohabitation of a deity 
w.ith a hIIl:m:an !being.. iln· tJhe New Testame!llit, Hie is 'CoaIlled the Son of God 
bec8l\lse of His' eternal relationsihip' wdth ·the FatJhe!!" in the Trinity-.th;ree 
P.ersons, one 'God, th'e same in sUlbllitance, equa.], in' ,power and glory lir()lIl1 al~ 
eternity. The sonslMp does nOot ~pend upon the meanS' of hlis IhoistO!l"ical incar­
nation. He is not called the ISon of God !beca.use of HilS v.irg,in birth,. 

There is one passage of :Script'Ul"e wMOO might seem- to oontrad,ict 1JIle 
above statement. The A:~R.V. of Luke 1:35 reads, "'Dhe HolJr Spi!l"it oSIhall colIll6 
u.pon ·th·ee, and the power of tAle 'MGSt Hitglh shall ovenhado,w' th'ee: Wlheorefol"e 
also tlhe 'holy ,th.in'g Wlhoich is :tregotten shaH be ca:lled the ISon of ·God.". ·TIb,e 
punctuation of the Westeo,tot and Hort text, howeve~, to whdClh the 'm8ll"g:in of 
the A.R.V. a,g,rees, seems to m·e mUlch preof,er.able. It ,reads "that w.hdoh: Siha,u 
be OOr·n sha:ll be called !holy, ;the .sOon of God .. ~' The ~Slition of ''Ib.'DIy'" in the 
sentence seems to indi,ca.te othat it /belongs in .the pred.tca.te, alSI tne maroginal 
t;ran:sla1iion has it, rather tlban In tJhe oSubject. The word "holy" ~s in ,tJhe 
n'6I\liter gend'er, bile wor·d ".son" jls maseu1ine, the translatiion, "SIha;l.l 'be caned 
the holy ISon of God," is thereifQ!l"e out of tihe question. 'Dhe words ",Son o.r 
God" amounts tOo an almost independe·nt asser.tion 'concerning <'that. which 
shalL !be born." We may well paraphrase,-:-"The .HollY 'Spirit s'ha;U come IIllPOn 
the'e and' the power of thle 'Most High shall oVe!l"slhadow 1Jhee, th'erefo;re a;lso 
that wohd.ch shaH be ibor·n shall be ·called :holy. It is 1fue :S'on of ·God." The 
common t'1"&n818,tion of ·tAle text is Of ooUll"Se ·pos.sioble, but I feel that the margIn, 
witJh W.H. ,is P!l"6fe!!"able. At least all mu:s.t ad·mit that the term "Son of God" 
in IScriptu.re has commonty to do w.!;th all' eterna'l 'relati()nshi~ In Deity, not with 
the -ID'eans' {l·f ,the j,n.carnatlon.· . . 

The uni,form:Iy dear and expld-cit de'claration of the ,S,cdpture i's tJhat the 
Holy .spirit was the lpertsonal eau.s'e· o,f the moiracle of the v,irJgin birth (,See lJu'ke 
1:'3'5, '8.!Il,d Matt. 1:118-20). i,t ,is 'a conspi!cuous fact that neve!!" In the New 
TestallD.·ent, and nev·er in any lOb-ristian Utoerat>ure si·nee the Noew Testaoment, 
has -the HoIJr ISpirit been referred to. as thie 1:a.th'6!l" of Jesus. 

F'l'Om the IIlbove facts it wdU 'appea,r that the accountJso <>l the biTth of Jesus 
gf.v'en in the 'Gos.pels off :Matth.ew and Luke, are posiUv·ely· und:q'Ule dn the 
lItera.ture of thie wQ!l"ld. There are those in om' day, ev,en acting under the 
cloak; of Evsingelic!a,I 'CbrilstJianity, w1ho comparoe ,these birth 'narratives with 
the. a'cco'llnts j·n pa:gan tIll"thology of the birth' of g.rea.t heroes kom the 
coh.a;bttation of ,gods wUhi .women. Je's'lls Ohr,ist w:rus not '11, haM· GOod an'd hal·t 
mlan, and hoas j.n no ,pe~ioo oil 'church, hdswTy !been so con:ceol.:ved. He was God 
incllll"llate. He .wa·s born of a vill'gin, not Of a phys'rcal union. [t iSi difficult 
to ima'gine the type of -mind Wlbieb- ,c·an seek to make 'piIIlr8l1,lels and anaJog-ies 
where none ,exilst between these foul heath'en ·s·torles, and ,the records oot the 
birth of Jesus. . . 

I {l,nce ,explained thios uniquene's·s o·f the .gQ'8pe~ biirtlh narratives to. a ,pro.­
fessor in a great Divin.ity SiClhooL He ddd n()t 'IIltteJIllpt to deny .that t'he iNew 
Testament reCO!i"ds III. virglin ibi,rtbo, nDr to point ou.t any 'otih:e,r a.OOO'Ilnt or a 
viTgin :bilrth j,n any ·o.ther 'kno,wn! :loiteratuoroe·. TIll'is he coulld not do.. He sim:p1.y 
replie'd 'that accord,in'g t'o. scienUfi'c princi,ples nothing can be unique. There-
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flOre the Ibir.bb. narratives 'Of Matthew and IJu'ke must ibe eXlpIai,ned as of the 
same class wlith mdra.cuilous 'bll'lth narrart"ives of ila.gan mythollOgy. Nothing 
can be unique! I suppose tJhat if 1ilis !professor found: a. dIamond· in a gal'bage 
ca.n ·he would expla.in tt as a declIIYing vegetlable! 

We admit tlhat tJMs is an oroerl'y un'iverse, am), ,nol1hin.g ds .unique il properly 
classifiea. Compare the bil'lth nal'rative of Jesus 'With the lbirth ·narratives 
of pagan heroes·, 'and dt is positilvely ull!i'que, ibut olassif/y .it in .the catagory 
of 'Chris·tian· Theism, as an ad of slOvereign ,Deity, land. dt is not unique. In·deed, 
ilt is just Wihat 'W'e ul'igmt eXipect our God to do. 

[n; a city in Wih·ich [ once ~eldl a pastora.te th8l1e is, a vel'lY 1la.1'ge ind·Ut.Sllrli1.1 
estaJbUshment, a bran~h Oof one of th·e world's ~eatest ooIllllIlieI'Cial Oorganliza­
tions. Thel'e is a certain yOllLIlig m'an, iJf I u.nderstand the matter correctly, 
Wiho owns .the entire organlz'aUon and aLl of it~ ib,ranoehes th·rou,ghout .tJhe world. 

·'l.lh:ts younlg man went to .the c·ity to Wihlicfu I rei-er, caned at the omce ,of 
tMs establishment, fou-nd the forem'an, and appll'ed fo~ a job. He 'put on over­
alils and went out into :the factory an!d .went to work sor.tlng .cas,tin'gs. He 
liVled in .the same board·ing-lh'OlUse with .other men, ate tJhe saome !food, wore the 
sa.me 'clothe·s, and direw tJh,e same Ipay at :the end of the week. He actual-lly 
'WIIIJS an employee lin ,Ms own factory. 

Hoe ,wanted. rlgh,t relatlon-sMp ·to prevail ib'etween ruims·elf 'and his' men. He 
,too,k a ,position, LitenLilly as one Oof ;thiem, not so much ,that he miglht under­
stand thein, as if.ohat Ithey mi'ght. 'know that JIe understood' them. 

!He refenred tIo .~'8 iforem'an ,1lJB lids superior, for' suoh he llteral,ly WIll'S. 
When 'asked questions with 'l"egard 10 the ,plan's ,and IPoid1ci'es Oof tlh,e olTlganiza­
tion, he if.reqlU~Ditly sa.id, ",I do not know", for that waos tru-e,-thougth- of cuu~se 
he cou,Ld. Ihave known a.n.d ;governled! the plans ,and policies ,coan:plete'~y. With 
'clear and con'sci()!Us .PllITIP()'se lIle compIetely and consisten-tly took IUpon, ~,imself 
t!he cilf.cUlInstances and -l,imitat,ions of ,his men. 

I,t would seem that the 'SOon OIl God, ·in '!l,n infin,itely perfect way, 'has done 
fOor u.s somethi.ng like that wlh,ilClh ·th·rs y.ouJljg man dild, ·fiar hds emtployee's. He 
clothed h.ims,eIf m'th human ~esh !by :tIh'e .Iogi'cllit and necessrury means of virg:in 
bi'Tth. He 'grew and developed nOl'm.ahly as a !boy. He W8lS .tempted in all 
'points 'as we are tem;pted, yet w,ithout sin. Hie Wias jU&t as -mu,CIlli tired at the 
end of the day a:s we a'Te, and just as much d·isappOointed when men ,failed to 
compl'ehen,d ihoi'S meSlSage. -!He said" "My Father is gIl'leater than 'I", ibut lIle 
also sal-d·, "Alll -men should: ~onou-r the' Son ,even as they honoU'l" ilie tE'a,the,r." 
He was "s1JJTpiTisew" at unb,alief. :He 'Irnew not the dlalY and hour' of H~s coming, 
but at Hits wm -the w:i,n'd anll, wave,s were still an-d the d,e'ad arose to H-lle ag.ain. 
He was 81t every moment olItter,aHy and .co.m~~etely God, and lite~aHy and ·com­
pletely ,m'an,-lGod manifest in the fi-es'h. What a wondertUil' Say-iour! How 
ahsolu.tely necessllJI'Y to our belie,f in and understandl-n'g of tJhds 'God-man, is 
the doctrine of His virgin !birth. 

A SIGNIFICANT LETTER ABOUT DES MOINES UNIVERSITY. 

We pUlbHsh !beLow a Ietf1er ;which a.ll'peared in The Baptist Recora, of Iowa, 
in the ds&ue of June ZS:th, ~rom Attorney B. J. IPowers. MIT. 'Powers WIllS SecrA­
tary of the TrnstJe'e BoalTd of Des Moines Unive'rsUy up :to the day in wJIich U 
was taken Oover .blY ·the ,Baptiost Bible Union. Our 'T.ea'dera wiU unde'rstand 
toot this letter ap,peaTB in the omciaI 'Baptis.t paper oil ,the Iowa is,tate Con­
vention, and ~B ,published without any suggestion from IUs-in fact, 'W'e ']mew 
nothing of It until the ,pape'r was mal'Led to us. The lette,r speaks for ,i'tsetf·: 

BAPTIST CREDIT SAVED. 
iIn a a,etter ,fromi Attorney B. J. T,ow-eT'S, of Des Moines, he saYlS': 
'~I am 'enclosing herewith an excerpt f·rom a letter whri-C'rr ,I received 

to-day f.rom a very prominent Ibond house in Indiana, thlllt 'has engaged for ,a 
number of years in floatin'g 'bond issues for denomin,ationa~ insUtu.tions. 

"M,ay I iflUT,ther add, a.s a blot of informa.tion, that some twenty IYsars ago a 
Greek Orthodox OhlU·rch in Chicago ·defaulted on a 'bond Issue ,that 'ha·d! been 
placed on 1Jhe church building. '.llhe bond eo,mpany went to the 'Bisho,p ,and 
told him the situation, and h,e ,ga·ve them no ',s,alisfaclion and told them they 
couild .Look to ,their security for th,e payment of tJh'eir o'bli'gation. I ~av·e !been 
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advised that f·rom that day to this that not a sing·le Greek Orthodox chur·ch in 
the United ,States has !been able to 'fioat a !bond issue. 

"There was. no one ,thing connected with the affairs of ·the Des Moines 
UnLversitq. that h'as given me gqoeater ·concer·n t'han ·th'at of the effect in the 
futu'l'e o·f Baptist securities, in ·event there was a defal1l:1t in .connection w·ith 
the bond issue of the University. One :bond representative told me· that 
While there was no legal Qbl.igatlon .the IP'fl.l't of tihe fBaJpti.9t 8tJate Conven· 
tion or of the Northern IJ3ajptist Oonvention to see that there was no· default 
of either the tPr.incipaJ. or intel'lest in conn·ection with. the ,bond,s, yet there was 
a ·moml ()Ib.Hgation, and that if the Baptist organizations failed or refused to 
live up to ·1lh.eir moral oibli'gation, that it was exceedin·g.ly doubtf.u.l :w'het'he'l' 
any Bwptisll securities wou·Id :be hand·led ~y any bond ooncer·n· in the United 
'8m·tes. 

"I am not a mem.ber 0If the Bi·ble Union nor ·am. I a ·f,undamenta:Ust, but I 
want to express to you lIllY candid opinion that the act of the Bilble Union 
in taking over the Univemity and preven·ting a def8iU!lt in the !bond issue. has 
saved. the Blljpti-st denomination. trom one of the 'blackest eyes it could pos· 
sib~ iIl'ave receiVed. 'I t'hiIllk the enclos·ed excerpt of a. letter !bea·rs out the 
state·ment t'ha.t I have just ·made. 

"'1, for one, ,feel a very deep sense of gratitude to the Bible Union for the 
saving. of the !Baptists' reputation in connection with denominati"ona.l 
finances." 

Very truly Y01K'S, 
B. J. PlOWERS. 

Excerpt From Letter of June 13, 1927. 
"Your letter of t'he 10th bri-nglS glad. tidings. :It ce·rtainly is a great relief. 

'I simplty ·could not conceive of the iBoard 0If ·Trustees, of· tihe Oity of Des 
Moines ·or of the Baip.tists of Iowa, or of the .Great .Bwpti·st Chu·rch I8lbandoning 
an insUtution o·f learnin.g like Des Moi-nes University. . 

"·The d&fa.ult of ·th.fs iSlSue would !have done church finance more harm 
than fllve ih'1l:Rd'Ted good issues would iIl·ave done good. It would have almost 
'CompleteLy m·i-ned the credit and· standing in financial cIr.cles of the Baptist 
·church." . 

.ks lPres'ident of the Ba:ptol·st \Bib·le Unio·n, and 'aLso as Pires.ident of the 
new 'Boa!rd of Trustees of ·Des 'Moi~ University, 11he Editor of thiis paper 
aJppreciates ·to .the full Mr. :Powers' -candor i-tt th·is ·matter. There is no doubt 
tha.t the credit of. tiIle Baptist d,enom~nati()n generally was lilt stake in: tJhe IDea 
Moines Universi:ty matter. In a somewhat dUferent sense, tiIle acce·ptance ·by 
thie Baptist Bible -Union of res:pon'sibiLI:l;ty lor the operation of Des Moines Unl· 
veI'!s.ity WiU involve ·tJhe «edit or; ·that organiza.tion. The lBapt:i.st IBhble Uni'OD 
·can·no.t afford' to lfaH in the task .to whioh .it has' set its hs.nd. 

In another sense, the cl'I8dit of FUndamenltal,iSilIl: ·in gmlIeral is at sta:ke. 
Fundamentalists bJave evel"YWlhere eomplai·ned· or the Modernism of Ba.ptlst 
edJucationlllJi "ins,titu·tions; and the relation of those dtts.titution·s to .the IDJis· 
siona.r:y organdzatioD'S of tJhe DenOmination" beyond ques·tion, is ·responsilble fl()r 
the tact tib.at :tIb.e d:ecline in; the cihJ1m'ches' giViing .to ilIl!i.ssions hills ·kJept paee 
wIth: the decline in giVoing :to education. But now 'Fundamentalists ihave ill 
Des Moines a Un.iversity wiho!Be lI'elation to tJhe fundamentals of :tJhe fai·th· ds 
clearly defined, and WIhose course is openly deolaNld. 
. The Baptist of Chicago is not aIways Ip8;rticullarly' oorddal, a.nd! certaInly 
no.t cOlIlliPlimentary, willen! it 'Tefen! to the Bapt'lIBt IBible Uniien. But In the 
ilSSue of June 126th we find the ·fo.llowing ·n·ote: 

Des !Moines University ds noW' definite;]1Y laun-ched as an institultion of 
·the Baptist Bi-b~e UnJi.on. 'It gdiVes f,lllU and re'peated alJlSlllIl'an'Ce that eveTY 
t'I'UlStee and teaCher will 'be req'1lllred at 11.1·1 Umes and wiithout equivocation 
.to be >loyal -to .the artJiel'es of, faith! of tib.,e unIon. 'Pe'l'iSOnal waJl'il'ant for thds 
assura.nce may be taken .fTom.. the .fact :that T. T. Slhielids, who .is' under. 
stood/ to ibe chiefiy res'ponsilble for th:e under.ta'kl.ng, is head of .tJh:e boa.rd 
of trustees. 

We appreci'ate :the (l()mplim'Elnt contadned .in ille a'bove .pa.rlllgl1"apih'. We he&' 
.to assu.!'e oW" !l'eader;s tha.t we sha;ll try to des'erve it; wthHe insis·ting &t the 
same time that a.lil the officers of the Bihle Union and the rank a.nd file of its 
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members!hip, are .men of th-e same un()Om;promising temper. Wlhatever els8 
may be said of the )Baptist Bible Uni'On, even its enemies admit that it is never 
wa.nting. .in ·fran'knes's, and seldom defi·cien,t aI!) :resolllltion. 'With the albove 
tesU-moniaL to the <lredit O!f the Ba.ptist 'Bilble Union', we .fe·el :that we maq 
reas'On.a.b!Jy appeal to li'unodaJmeniali;SItJs every.wthere to ~SI1lrwort Des M'Olne. 
Undversit}· . 

wm ,the fJri'ends of Ohr.i'sUan Education bear dn mind ·that, fur ,the .yea.r 
1'~2>7-28, ·the Baptist 'Bi:bole Union will have to ;raise for iDes Moines Uni.versity 
a total O!f not ,less than $170,000.00,--'$10·5,00,o,(}0 to meet current l!iabilities!, a·nd 
$65,000.00 to :S'lLpply the annual defilC:it dn operating. e:x;pens,es, tOt that total 
a:morunt, .$46,000.00 has been subsc;ribed or paid, leavi'ng ·30 ibalan'Ce of '$0124,000.00. 

Students for Des Moines University. 

T.he (Board .o.f T·rrustee·s is very 'anxio1lJS' to ISeCUJl"e, not only a large enr'Ol­
ment ooli Sltudents', but students of .t!be righ,t sort. If we could :h'ave two or 
three ,h'lmd·red students out-and-out for ·the Lord, who wOUild ·come to, Des 
Moines Unive;rsity deti:!Tmdned t'O consecrate all thei1' ipower·s unre'served,ly ,to 
the se:rvi1ce of· God, it W'OUld g.rea.tll' assist the Boa.rd of Trlllstees and the 
Faculty fn .caTll'ying out their determlD;ed ,poUCy to make Des lM'oines' Univer­
sity, not m'sreltY a nomiJlia.lly Cihrlrstian school but a iSe'hool that wiH be set on 
fi,re !fOIl' IGod.. . 

'Wie 'ap,pewl tto iF'u'ndamen:talists eve·ry:'wthere, ,paren,ts, ·pa;stors, the lYoung 
people tihemselves, and penons of every rank 'a,n:d, -condition, to a'ssist us In the 
reaili'Zation 'oil! ,this ideal. 

'l'1he U!IldversIty 'ProspectUJS ,fOI' the oom'ing y,ellJl" will be ready .abo:u-t J.u.I(y 
LDth, and will 'be sent ~stpaid to all who 'win send ·their names to ,the !Registrar, 
Des Moiines Un,iversity, Des Moines, .Iowa. 

TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY. 

The session of 19'217~28 wiH open 'Oclaber ,3·rd·. A ,complet.e pros­
pectu'!I wiH be .ma.i'led ·to 81101 'di:!lS,iring ·intl5orm:a.tion -of the ministeri'al oou.rse, or 
evening clas:ses. The ,fullowilllg constitute th'e IFa.cu-lty: T. T. Shields', Pres\: 
d·ent; T. I. 'Stockley, Dean; Alexander Thoms'on, B.D.; H. tAo Acktland, ·B.Th.: 
W. ,Gord·on; 'Bl"OWIIl, ,B.A.; W, S. Wth"itOOlD!Jbe, iB.A.; Miss Jessie Watson, MIsS 
E1izwbeth ll'l.Uer. Sever.aI speciaJ .Jectwrers wHl also g,tV6 ~nstru.ction duri.n.g 
the ter.m. 

Seminary Finances. 

A number o·r trioends ihave been 'geneI'O'11S in ,t:hoeir :SouPPQIl't of th.is ,new 
'institultJion, but we would rem'iilld ooUr Canadlian frien'lis that for :the maintenance 
of:fJhd,s wwk, Wle have nO' ·capital, but are dependent whoUy u/POn what money 
Is vol;u;nteered, lWie thave ibe'en mak,ing appeals !for iDet& Mo~nes' Uniovers-i.t.Y 
w'hiocib have met w.t.tb: a very generous Il'esponse: ibut on a -muoh more mod,e.s.t 
scale, we a.ppeal :f1or suppo.rt ~r the ·Seminary. Our needs tare not large, .per­
,h'lIIps ,five 'Or tStlx thousand dGlllI!rs a !)'tear, but we hope 0'IlIl' ItrIends wiH ll1elieve 
IUS oJ: ,a:H anxJ.ety respecting thtat ma;tter. W;itih a large ch'lU'cih; a.nJd. ,Bible 
SchoGl, The GospeZ Witness, The ;B8lpItist Bible Union, IDes lMoines UniverSiity, 
and the Toronto Baptist Sem!ina·ry, we have not many leislllre ,holllrs; but, loife ie 
becoming richeT' 8IIl'd ,h1l.ppier every day. . 

We ~nvite Olllr klends to ,have a s·hare illl carrying t!h·e /burdens. We 
:believe the ·Semina·r.y will exer.cise a much-needed min:istr.y in Ontari'O and 
Qhebec. We are expecting tihe ·r.et1lil'll· of ·the studen)tso wh'O were w,ith IU'S last 
term, and w·e are recetiving applications fOIl' admi~sdon f;rom many qua.r.teI'tS, 10 
that we expect 00 be fa'ced, in the fa~l, with a large un.i1ertaking. 

THE EDUCATIONAL NUMBER OF "THE GOSPEL WITNESS" 
There is still a supply of the Educational Number of The Gospel Witness, 

which gives full information of the Baptist Bible Union's assuming control 
of Des Moines University. We are very anxious that Gur Baptist people be 
informed o()f this matter, and shO'uld 'be ,glllld if fundamentalist pastors would 
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send for quantities of these for distribution among their members. We would 
urge that, where possible, remittance to cover cost of printing accompany 
order ($2.00 per hundred and postage), but we shall gladly send copies for 

I distribution on receipt .of postage only. Send orders to The Baptist Bible 
Union Office, 340 Monon Building, 440 South Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill., or 
direct to The Gospel Witness Office, 130 Gerrard St. East, Toronto, Canada. 

LAST SUNDAY. 
Last SUI).day was a good day "in J'arvis Street. ·Several responded t9 the 

invitation at the close of the morning service. In the evening the regular 
Monthly Communion and Reception Service was held, following which a large 
crowd gathered for the open air service. Dr. Shields left Sunday evening for 
Des Moines to attend a Faculty Committee meeting of Des Moines University, 
and will return, it is expected, in time for the Saturday evening prayer 
service; he will preach morning anti evening next Sunday, and from the open 
air pulpit, weather permitting, at 9.00 p.m. 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION SENIOR LESSON LEAF 
Vol. II. T. T. 'SH I ELDS, Editor. No.6. 

Lesson 5. Third Quarter. July 31, 1927. 

PAUL SENT TO ROME: 
LESSON TEXT: Acts, Chapter 27. 

GOLDEN TEXT: "For there stood by me this n:ght the ~ngel of God, whose I 
am, and whom I serve, saying, Fear not, Paul." (Acts 
27:23, 24). . 

This ·chapt.eir is ,realIy a. remarlmble document. an'd ·Ls . .reg,wrded as of g.reat 
vallue in -i,ts reference to the seamanship of anJrnent ti'm:es; ibu,t we Ibelieve ·till·at 
we 'shrull gwi·n ,the ,greate'st .profit by foll'Owing ·the lex.perienees of IPaiu:l in the 
dhapter. 

I •. WE SEE PAUL N'UMBERED AMONGST THE PRISONERS • 
. HoW' long: !Pall}. Ihad to ta:r·ry at 'Oaesar·ea af.ter tJhe ·a,pope·ar.ance be,fore 

Agrilppa beflore the sai'led for Romoe. we are not told. ibu,t '''"16 must not thdnk that 
the' waiting itJime a.t Oae·sa.rea was wasted. 'Dh'e lon.g ,moon·chs of IMs Imprison­
ment at Caes!llrea were of g.rea:t value. to him. T·hrere had breen twenty ye·a.r& of 
dn,tens'e activ,f.ty. of gn-eat strain. :and then came the two ye·ar·s of q,w·e.t. He 
need'ed tim,e to th·ink. ,so far as w'e know. Paw WI1"ote no ~ette:rs t() the 
'oo'llJl"dhes ifrom IC!a!esarea. ,but ihIs 'S'O'\ll was :beIng. en'l'iChed so that he tS'hou.J.d /be 
;pre.pared ,to W1l'ite the rriohr le.tte~ wrhi'Ch have ·come down ,to us. We should 
all do b·etter wOl'lk .if we had ,some qudet W1ith God.. 'Dhe lire thrat ds Bil·ways in 
a rU'Slh gll"OWS shall'Ow and unfit fo.r the finest s'ervi'ce. Be sure· ·to have your 
seas·ons of quiet wdth God. 

Now after ,the two /Y'6ar.s of :waiting. Paml sails ·!IOT R<l'lIle. and it is written. 
".PI8iuJ: and ,cerrta'i·n other prisoners···. He Is one of 'a number. but he stands' at 
the ih,ead ()If ·them. ·You. "cannot hid'e Paul. 'T,he ma'jeB'ty of hi's sllUlI sendos lhim 
to the tllP eve·rYWlheT'8. 

II. PAUL IS ALLOWED TO SEE HIS FRIEN'DS. 
Juilrius who has c,h'arge of p.aut d's a commander o.rf a 'hund,red soldiers. 

These ,cen.turions 'Of the New Testamen,t 'al"e very intere.sti-n:g men. 'Woe Uke 
to read aboot them. Here we read ilh·at J·u.uus was very courteous in hIs 
treatment of iPauoJ.. PRlu;} WlRS 'not Wlit:hout· 'Ms ·fd,emls on tlhe shriP. :for ,the .be­
loved phYlsdclan. an,d Airista..r:ohIu:SI. were with him. 'Reaching IS'ido·n. where ,the 
ahrip st<lpped. Pa!Ul W8JB permitted to 'land-,pr·obaibly w.f.th 18. sold-i'er ,gual"d--a.nd 
s'e·e tJhe IClhri!sUans wih<l wel"e there. H<lw .glad they mous.t !have !been t<l l!lee 

·hi'm! And what· a me'ss8.ge of' gI'ace 'and :trurt!h he W'oulrd Igive them-! Olle 
wrriter SaJYS iM'II clo·tJhes h8id got into a bad 's.tate. so these people ".rigged mm 
out ·again • .c1o!lh·ed 'h.fm." 
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But it is' instructive to uote that this centurion is led to ,tTea:t lPa'1Jll so 
kdndly,. IPaues nobility of clllll.lracter 'ins.pired oollJfidellJce in, men. He C84'rdoo 
his own recommendation with ihim, Some lInen need 18. piole or: testifmondals, 
and then they a're not trusted. OtJher men h·ave ,tihe look of, honesty in .their 
eye, th'ey ue their own tesUmonial. !Let one's cha:ract.er lIIPea'k. 

III. ,PAUL'S ADMONITION. 
After leaVling ,Sddon, contrary Widnds and heaVIY 'seas made the progreM 

very Silow as well as dan,gerous, 'and !SO 'PaiuI ,gives hIs word· of eal'D.est counseI. 
But "W1ha.t ·does a la-ndsman 'kno.w about seafar.i!ng? Plllud SlLY'S to the lieaden on 
Ibtoard. "TIlle course you intend to ta.ke is ,not wise. .Jt win result in danger and! 
loS's,." HoW' does 'Paul know?, Because ihe is in touch with tihe Divln-e. The 
man. w·hoO WiaIks with God, lives wdth God, ihas a d-eare'r vision ~ even 'common 
tMngs thflln oOthers. . . 

Bu,t !Pam's advi:ce is not ,taken now. The sihdp's· commander 'and :the sbdtp'. 
owner tJh,lnk theY' ,know better w,hat ,to do than :Paul dOoes, !so out bhey ventu!I'e. 
Soon they will ibe glad enoug:h to msten :to !P8IIl~. lin ,t:hefJr ,time of d·ilre stress 
and peril they will ihear the pre'lIIch'er. W'hLV' wi'l,l ,people launch: 01Lt dn Ufe 
wIthout conwlting God 1, ;why ,is ,it necess'ar:y tOIl" God to !bring itJhem jnto dire 
di&tress be,tore they wdlt seek Hlim 1 

IV. PAUL'S MORAL ASCENDENCV. 
Acting. u,pon, 'theior ow,n WlisdomJ the ship's ea.ptain and owner bl'lng. them. 

selves and an on board in,to terrible danogeor and dis,tress. A teorrible storm 
cam!e, ·and vers'e& 14 to 20, ,ind,j.ca-te .terrible e:rperieDJCes; then when tihiDgSl hail 
,rea,dhed ,their. worst, PaUll 'B:peaks agai·n. T,he terro·r, tlhe seui-ckness, the 
constaD,t 'presence oOf danger and ,Ia.bo!U!I", Ibhe dlmoulty or cooking., the la-c.k 'Of 
a:biUty oto eat, the want oil ,eveIl' any desire for tood ,made them aM wea'k and 
faint. This was iPaul'ls ihou.r to S/P6a·k again. He oremJinds' them that dt was 
,throug,h tr.usting ,their O'wn wlosdam :the present troulbte had come. 'l'ha.t III 
how tl"O'U!hLe ,comes 'continually. And then 'PI8.u~ utters' a g,reat and ,insPiring 
word, "/Be 'Of good ciheer". He S8lV'B the s:bdp ril !be lost 'but the creW' an,d 
passellglers WliU be sayed. !Pau,l give's' ·the authority tor ,tJhls g!l'eat word. An 
Angel of God hllld brought ,the me'ssage fNltm, Heaven. Wlhen out" oomJfort ,is 
based 'On the Word oOf ,God It has a. soUd ifou·nd'ation indeed. IPau~ isclhlet 
captadn. noW'. Hi-s O'P.portunoity il!! come. The ,men listen now. They feel ,that 
the preacher :has an inspired ,me'ssa:ge. We should ever seize ,the o.pportlmity 
that trOllJble presents, a.nd '1lse It w,iifu the 'inspir.ed WO'r.d oOf 'God. 

Paul !I"ested Ms 'Ow,n &1eart ,upon :that word, "II beLieve God". How !brief 
but ,hoW' sou.bliml6! The man ,WlhO' says this ,fromi !Ms iheart 'cam! face an'Y.th:fng, 
and do anything ,that OOd wi,}.los. '''I 'believe God!" A magn.:Lftoen:t creed. 
M,aDLV' 'belileve I8.n;ytJhing and an'Y'body rather than beUeve God. !Paul's m0!l'l8.1 
ascendency comes but ,in another wonderfui sen,telllce. The Angel saY'S, .''God. 
hath g:lvelll thee all them' that sail w,f-tho thee.'·~ The whole com,panl" on !board 
8:l"6 ,saved fot" 'Pa'llll's MIre. 'nIds pm'soneor is more to God .tholllIl' all the oOther 
Pll/ssen,gens and ,crew ,put togebh.'E!!I', and to!!' his sake ,they l8.ore spa.r.ed. 'N!,l's 
Is so often. Many troubles' were spa-red to Isr.ael "for lIllY servan,t David,'s' sa.ke.·' 
Many a hom'9 to..druy Ie saved ih'om rnin for ,tJhe pray.l:ng fa-ther's lab!. Many 
a ,boastful, godless, young· maDi to·day is holding a good 1)OsiltJion beCllJWle of 
'Ms de8:r old mo:ther's ,praY6!l'S. iLt ils If10r he'r ~SillJke he ds saved ofiroDli roln---it It 
·had not been fIOr ther he ·would ihave !been hurled IntO' tJbe d'epths ~ong· ago. 

Ag8lln ,Pa.u1 SlPeaks the d,ioreeting word lin 'VeT'Se 31, a.nd yet agai'n in vane. 
33 to 3i5. Here IIle UUs 'tihe commonest ,thiDglS unto a 10f,tLV !level. !He gIves 
thanks to' God tor the ofood they were a.'bout to ea.t, poor Ifoare' though U was. 
TMs is the need ~ the hoOur. Eveny.thing in lifte done' In ,the felt presence or 
,God. 'Cih'l"i!Slt ever:yWih'e!l"e and ~n every thlng. 'Dhen the commoDe'Bt thdngs 
in life miay become worshdp, and d:l ,the ,house 'be ,llrag'rant ,with ·the ble,ssing O'f 
heaven. "And sO' .it ,ca.·me to ·pass that :they escaped all sate to Imd." 
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