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COULD THERE BE A GREATER THAN CHRIST? 

. A Sermon by th.e Pastor. 

Preached In Jarvis Street Pulpit, Toronto, Sunday Even"i-ng, April 24th, 1927. 
(Stenographically Reported) 

"Now when ] ohn had heard in the prison the works of a..rist. he sent 
two of his disciples. . 

"And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for 
another? 

"] esus answered and said unto them. Go and shew ] ohn again those things 
which ye do hear and see: 

"The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
and the rleaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached 
to them."-Matthew 11:2-5. . 

~
HIIS text ,presep.il:s a most dnstrucUve lSIturdy ·in 'human tetrupera.m.ent, . 'I' land ""~ .. = ~'um"'at1ng "n,.,."on 0<". V"""", moodo 10-" . even the god'ly are su'bdeet. Why ddd Jolhn t'he lBaptist ask so' strange 
a queSition· <lIf ,the One ·W:hom. he Ihimsellf .introduced ,to m·en as ",the 
Lam'b of 'God, who ta'keth· awatY tlhe ·sins olf the wo.rld"?> For whose 

mm !Sa'ke, fo'r whose ·instruction, was this questiO'll. ,proPQIUnded?, Wras it 
*1*' f.'O.r the sake o·r John's ·ddscilplles·? We·re they som,9wlh'at' trorulbled 
~==.. seeing their mas:ter .in .prison, iknowing. Ih.i;SI devotion, -his ·fidelity to 
t~e truth'? 'Were they at a lo·ss to underrstand how One POS·SeSS-i;D.'g too un. 
limUed . autho.rity 'olf the MeslSt.·ah. ·co.uld !pB!l'IIIllit one so worthy ,as John to 
lan:guisrh in ·prr.iL5rOn!'!i IU tha.t was .the reason., then it ISIUlg'gests· that d'oobt !had' 

-... ent&ed t!h·e m·inds Olf :the .ddsciples o,r JoOO: wirth resipect to Jesus; and ·if that 
!be so, wlhoy· :did Jo.hn s'end, them' to the lVJjasteT with tJh.is question? Was it 
hecaus·e he wa.s hdms,e'l'f :p<l'od'o'llndly convinced ,that ·aU douiht 'wlouLd V'an·is,h in 
His presence, and' !Ulllder the spell ·olf Hris :personaJI.fty? Was it the spiri·t of 
:tJhat v&se we s!ometi-mes ISIinlg,-

"J'Il'st as !I :a.m" !JhOlIlgh tossed -IlIho,ut 
Wit·h many a condliet, lInany a d-ou'bt, 

Fig'htings and IfEam 'WIi.tMn, wd·thout. 
o L~b elf God, !I ,cOllIl·e." 

Did he send ,them wi-tho their dou'bts '00 J·ersus? Wello. that .i,s a goood t!h'!ng 
to do. 
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M:a!y thEl'l19 not, !howeveT, Ibe strong 'prolbalbility, mas'much IllS, J'Olh·n. was only 
-hu'IllIan, that !he 8JS/ke'd ,this questi{)n. ·11011" himself?- J,ooh-n had ~eard in the :prison 
the wOl1ks of Jesus. TIh.a effect olf lWIh'at we ~'ear ,is very often largely delpen· 
d'ent '\lIPon tJhe oon;d!itions ulllder whioh we hear it. J: ,think it was· :Slpur.geon 
wIh.o once SIlJid t'haJ1; it was 'Ilseless to expeot a :man .to be ,coo·ver,ted! w~H'e he 
h8ld cold feet. Somle aUowance must be made ,for JoIb.n in the -prison, he ,,,,,ho 
was the 'pro,phet oIf the open air, 'Willo was s'o aCCIUstom-ed ,to the spa'ci.Q'1lISllles's 
of the wilderness, and· the flavour 'O·f 'wild 'honey; wh·en he he:!l:I'Id certain things 
in .the prison" w,hen drcumstances were contracted', wihel!l sh'll't ,away' :tlrom the 
bil"dis 'and the ibees, tille sun anoll, the s,tars, ,perhaps it 'WaIS a lUtle roore dim cult 
1l0r hdm to understandl tJhan. i'l 'he ,had: ,been out in the open spaces. 

it is nOlt lfaLr to judg,e a man by Wlhat he says un.der &uch eircums·tances. 
Every b,eliever :here this eve'mng Ih,as said thingllJ at time.8l, which, in 'his !heart 
of hea.rts~ ~·e did' IIlOt beUeve-Uke the ,m-igthty EHjaJhJ urid'er the juniper tree, 
who, in a state of -I'ea.ctioo-n from 'his 'long three a·nd a ihalf yeam oIf tensi-on, 
when the Ib'IlIfden was off, and t'he reSIPon.silbiiHty was' temporari'liY removed, 
co1l8lpsed and sa~d, "It ,is enoogih.,; nQlw~ 0 Lord, take away my life; dlor r aIlll 

not ibe,tter than my !fathers." That is ve'ry 'IDRlch Like a -tired, 'preadhe,r ,Su'!lday 
ni'ght, ""hen ,he ~s lSI() ,blue tha.t he does n.ot ,know. w'he,tJher Ihe wants to preach 
anY' more or not. iAlnll: illow. infln.itel:y wilse and goraci{)us .it was to send an 
am'gel to Iook a'llter, Elijah unde·r tlKl6e circuIIl®tanoes! Id:!You ,had ibeen. .there, 
you: woruold have!1PuIJed d'own YJOIUT'boOikB,you wouldJhave lectured ill,lim, and lI"ead 
to Mm" and told! him ,th8;t he oru;glht to say notlh,in'g!1l& the &oTt! But the Lord 
sent an ang,el- wIho knew ~ow to _hold his peace, who s'lliid to hilm in effect, 
"Y.ou have sOlIlllethin.g to eat and! go to bed: until -you f·eel ·betteT." Toh'e angels 
know how to min.ister to ,Ured! folk. 

I. 
But the ;fiact is, ,mlOst m.en. heaT. of the works of Ohrist ",thile they are in 

prison; and that gJves' lPO'int aind peTtinency to John's question. We have n{)t 
it very cleM v.few at Hfe wheDl first of will ,the ISun of Rl'ghteo'llsness dawn,s 'IlIPOn 
us. An,d Wlhen tJhie voice" thds ~r()lpihet who d:escriibed, hiros'eU as a "voice 
crY'ing in the wilderness", as'ked t'Ms question. 'conceTllldng Ohrist, he was THE 
VOICE OF UNIViERISA:L HUMAN EXPERIENOE lloS,king, "Have we reached 
flnal~ty? Have we come to -the last road,? Have we seen the brlog;htest light? 
H;ave we 'h.e.ard the last 'WIOrd IQf wdsdom? Is there nothing more to come? 
Ar:t Thou He that s-hould, come, or do we stin look for another?" 

There -is not a soul but is lOOking lor someone to come. We are not ,born to 
contlmtmcnt. Apa.rt forom aU .Scriptu.res, tillere ·is a kind of MeSISlanic hoo·pe that 
is n8!tural to men. It is essentia.lly different ·fr.o-m that which is Iborn of a swper· 
natural reveIat10n of ,d'ivine IpUl'lpOse and !promise; ,but 'I mean that even the 
chH-dren of oda.rkness- lie down beneat!h. the stars 'With some hQPe of tiIle morning. 
We Me saved, ·by bOlpe. If we could n{)t dream of the future, j-f we 
oould not s.pre·ad ,our wil11lgls- and flIY away f'l'IOlID. ,theSie oonliitioos ;by "W'hioo we 
are 'cri'bbed, ·caJbin-e:d., and oorufined', 1f we oo;uld! not get oUlt into the aug,ar 
spaces, lil'o'WI oouild we live at all? !An instinctive ":feaI'lllul loo'lring 'lior of 
ju-dgmlen.t" is r,elieved' Ib·y a dream of itJs lb·eiIllg. averted Iby the oom·ing of S{)IIDe. 
one. There is not a man; or 'Wom.an helre this evenilllg woo lis not loo:king ·fOlf 
&omeona to C<lIID.e; there is '!lOlt a ,man or W()l!Il-8;DI here th·is evenJng who is not 
hoping fOlf a ,better day·; ev·en t!ho.ug1h, you aJI'.e DIOt a Ohristian YO'll: say, "I know 
elr, there lis somethirugl w.it·hin that needs a reIIlledy. I n.eed soomethd'n'g m·thin 
and: WIlthout, a charuge 'Wdthin anidl a clhanlge of outward 'ci,rcuMSltan,ces. Id: I 
'Wer-e a'lwaYIB -tQ ibe sihrut '\lip,to the Ipresent·day clrcnm&tances', to ,the life I ·now 
live, I should !be in des!piai:r; ;bU,t I dare t'o dreallll' and hop;e that somehow, some 
time, Ild.ght will ibre'8ik in lIlIPon IIDIY darkness', arull -that someblOc!y will OO'Ille' :to 
lead m,e.out in.to a laTige place. 

Tlhat is -true of those of you woo .aTe not Oh:rL1!ItianlS'. Of CO'Il'l'se, yOoUr 
eJepectation is ni()t thie expectation .that .is 'wroU!ght in tJhe soul ,by the Bpi,rtl of 
God, but ,there is a spirit Of dmoontent and dliSlSad:islfaction; andl let me say 
that in a1o1 st~es or d~evelo.pment, in all degrees or civilizat~n, in ,all -modes 
and 'Ph·Mes of ~ife, the i·ndivtdtulll: and 1Jhe -ra.ce, OWlEl whatever ,prlO-greSIS is ·IIlia.de 
te -an .instincti-v16 ~ope of a lhaAp,pier day whi'on someon.e must 'llsher in, always 
there !has ibe,en the hOlpe that SO'IDehow we may wttain to Ibetter thinlg$. 

Very weIl ,then, whatever comes into human life promising alleviation 01 

I. 
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life's ills, must be prepared to anlSwer ,thois !luesHon, "Art thou he t'hat sl1ouJ'd 
(lome, O'r d'O we loo·k !foOr anoOth'E!II"?" Every ,human 'pro'gr'Blmm.e, eveI'IY hl\1llIl8.n 
refoT:lIleT, ev-ery !Scheme ,that men devise O'ut of their OWIll hearts for the uplift 
O'f tlhe' WIOl"ld, ibe dt the LeaJgue of /Nations', o.r whatev'eT eIse, we ihav·e to ask of 
everyone of t'hem, "H;a;ve you arrivedl.at 1l'nality 1ll0,w'l' Is ,this tlhe ,best yO'u can 
offer to this 'P'OOT o&in-strlclroen world? lis 1lhis the ulot!ma.te? !Is 'Ilhois the d€Sire 
of aU natioons? Are we to find' in thils p,rom1se tJhe realizatio,n Ott oo,r dTeams? 
--.or Soh:all we lIIlIeet wol.th tlhe usual disa;ppoin,tmJent, .and stiH IOIOik for BiIlooher?" 
That is the C!hallenJginlg qillesUou tJh!at every ,proposal to loWl; the burd-en !'ro'm 
human shlOuldel"SI and 'from the human oons"Cie.n,ce, every /p,lan for ,the hetter­
men.t of thi!S old W1o:rld, IIlIUSot ,be iP're:pared to answer, "Art tlwu he 'tJhat s'hould 
come, or d'o we look for aUIOtiher?" 

'l'he prophet eot senS1t01t8 del'ight, to whose parad'ise ,the senses' are the only 
gates, m'll'st an,s,wer this chaJlilenge. HlOw mlllJllY 'm,en live /for ,the things they 
touch, and tRlSrte, and 'il,andIe, the ,things they see, t'h'e world! aJb<rtlt the'm t.o 
wh,f.ch the SeIlS·as. r9lS0p0nd !---.but they all must ultimately a:sIk this qillestion, 
Is tIh:is the ultimate of llife's phdIosophy. "Let us ea.t and d:rink"; .tlor toO.m'Orrow 
woe shall die"?i Is that tJh,e !bes,t yO'll can offer :us'? 

Are there some iIlere tJhilS e,veILing" "lov·em of ;pl:easure more ,than :lk>vem of 
God,", !pe~pIe who 6X'Pect to millike liife a pez,petual menY-g!<H'Ound, a}.ways 'loo>k­
iug 1jI0r ISiOJIlle neW! :pleasu,re, always seetkdng a satislfaction that never comes? 
Is it not true that YO'U 'OOve ,to ask of every ,prowse. of, satisfaction th:roogb 
the senBeS', "Alndi ,is thIs the 18.>5t? Art thou he that shOlUld! oome, Oir do we 
look for SQmeone else?! Do /YOu mean to te'lJl me" sir,,"tOOt '1 cm T,ea.ldze the 
d·ream of life, the divIne paJttern, on ·the plane of sensuous Ip'Ieasua-e?-ls that, 
the \best you can offer me? . 

BY'l"on has eJGl)l"essed it thus: 

"Yet Time, wh·o changes all, 'had a;lber',d hi,m 
lI:n sou,l and alS'pect as in a:ge: years steal 

]1ire ,fironl, the .mind ws vigour from tJh,e Hm.b;' 
And: J.ife's ~nchanted cup Ibut sparkles near !the brdm." 

But when. tlhie spar:Me -is goOne, and tbe OO/p ihalS !be'en dral:DJed to Et& last 
bi>tter doTelgs, and y,O'll 'han,d it !baCk ,to the i~1()rld) the fl,esoh., and the devil, !ha.ye 
'you not to as'k, "Have YOU' ,got a'n:ythlng !beUer than IthiaIt? 'Is :tJhere aJIlyt'iling 
else to come'?:--a:r is that the !best olf wlh.i,C/h Y.OIll are ca/Plllbl:e 11' 

So of the prophet of the 7ni.nd., 1W'lllO teH.s us of aI,l :kinds of intellectual 
d'elj,g/hlte., of the ,potSs1'bility of dntelilectual 'P'\lJl'suits and achievemoo'ts. T'ho.ugh 
he :takes 'lIS on a '}.onger jO'llTney, and introduces I\lIS toO a vaster ;realm, even ,tIh,en 
when you come to the 'b-l'in,k of the bridg.eless gouiIJ6, and 111.1,1 your 'boolcs' mave 
been read, and they 'h'lIive ,faoiJed· to so,lve }.ite's prOIblemS', when you 'WiH leave 
everything behind and goO out inlto anothe,r wo.rld !baffi,ed bY' the uniknown­
when tlhe pro'Plhet 0Ill the mind h,as done Ms ·best, yo.u wiH havEl' Ito say, ''Is ,vhds 
aU':l Is' the lie no one els'e toO come? 'Is tJhe mind the maiMer?, Is :reason :bhe 
S'U;preme autoo,ri,ty, and a reliable guide'? Is there nothi'Illg !better than ,thalt? 
Art thou me, ,Mr. P.roillessor, wit'hi aliI YOUIT Iboo.&t of human 'W'i!Sdom<-art tlhou 'he 
tJhat a·bottld come? or, ",-hen you: 'have taJken me as dlar :as you' can possi!bly go, 
a:m I still Ito look lor,anoth'er? 

. Yes, ~ jot ds true of the prophet ():f emotional bUss. Love introduces us to. 
a ~'3.l'Iger,' and' richer, andl f'1.IHel' 'Worldl;, 'bull; 'W1hen. Love's goard'en' /has ,fulJ..y 
bloomed, and' no. SUllIllIIleI" blight ·has fallen to, ma.r its' beauty, when from the 
"un'suruned S/P8ICes" Death breathes' 'UJIl'On the 1lowers, an,d 9.ll>tJu'lll!ll's lIIliOanling, 
a'Il,d winteor's' irlg:id' silence, dn turn, U.S'IllrIP t'he thronelS of summer, gold'en~ ,bri,gh.t, 
and: glad, we tu.rn dlooan 00'1' .frOlSrt.bo,und grave's to cry, "0 Love, art ,thou iJ:J.e tha-t 
s'h.ou'ld ·come, o~ d.o 'W.e loo:k for :aILOther ?" 

Certain'ly every prophet of religion must answer this challenge. What­
ever It ma.y promise UIS fur the ,fu,tu'l"e, when it iSIPeR'ks to us of, a..nolther lilfe, and 
()If anotlher wo'l"ld', 'WIe h,ave to 'asim of the voice of .religion, "And' ~s this the 
last? Have we CO'IIlie at last 'upon the rig,hIt road? Js ,this t'he way iIlIOme, it 
you plea's'e? Art -thou l;1,e that should! come, oOr do we 'look for an.other"~I ~l!-Y, 

. tJhJat ehaHenge must !be OIf,fered toO alot religions. [PJo/Pll,lar ,tt is nowadays to say 
tJhat wII religioOns are €quallliy ,goodl; lWe are ,told ;f]h·at even· tlhe :relig.ion1J: of the 
heathen have i'n 'them el:ements of truth; and that the !best of. aU religions wiH 
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be a ·ooanipoeLtil of all th·a.t is ,best .in .all ,of them. P·eople axil turn.iIllg 8JWIay. 
I ·kmow, .fu-om .or:thodox:y, and devising a .reli'gi<>n>-li:kie .the boy W1h6 made a. 
fiddle out ()if !Wo·od, aH 'Out of his o'w-n he8ld;!-1ohey are devising a religion aU 
the1lr own. But we have a .r;iglht Ito wSik of ·e,very v,()lice that: ;prOlPOSEllS' to go·ide 
us in this direction., "Art. tho'll he th~t Slh01lld come, or dO we look !for anoother?" 
DiJsla;pjpOiIlitanent, mY' fri€lllds·, 'W'OiI'k!8 ddsillu·sloI1lIIlle·n.t, ch·roni<: 'llnibeliE!'f is Iborn of 
f·neq'llen-t .betl13.y'aIJS; and men 00IIIi.e 81t last to ,feel ionsltin<:tively, or mther, to 
learn ex!penimental'ly, tihat tin.a'lity can never 'be iOlUllld ·in the di:re"Ction of dlaJeibY. 
It is :tihe ,truth )Wle an,ust 'ha ve, and of ev·ery reliilg1.on we have a aig!hot !too demand, 
"'HIa.ve y.o'lll the .t'r:uth? lis ~e an·yfbod~ elJs;e >to COIIlle? ·01' is tMs the laBt 
'W1Ord!?" , 

May I reverently say .j,t, that even Jesus Ghrist HimseZI1M/,8t answer this 
question. [8 He 1n the pro'Phetic S'uccession? Is He just one of ·the prophets? 
0.1' is He GOOJ'jS last world? iJe\SIIlS CIh,rlisIt asIkied 'HIs disciples th·e question, 
"Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?" An.d they a.nJSwe·red hdm, 
'~Som>e S!!llY thalt ·thO'1l art JO'M the Baptist: some. ElialS; anidl others. Jerelmdas, 
or one of.thil 'prophets·"---,j'lls.& one .ol~ the proiplh.ets! Till-en He ClhalllEl'nged: tlhilm 
WIld said. "But whlOilll say ye that II am,? Am I Isi'Mply. a voi:ce in the mddldle 
of a 'long line Ol~ S'IIIccessic;n;? or am ;[ God'l\lo .bast v;prdJ?" And; one answered, 
"Thou art the ClhriSlt, the :Son oO'~ ·tihe living God!'''; to ·wlhom Ohrist repli.ed, 
'"'BleSISoo aa1t thou. ISlimon Bar-Joona: foil" 1I66'h and iblood lhaJt;h not revealedl it 
u;ruto'the'a. ll'IIIt my Father :w!h.iClh is in: helaven." !B.llIt tJhat .is. the question.. Can 
the Blllbe (If Be.thlE!'hean·. the 'PJ"oOophet o.f Nazial"eth. .t!be Suollferer of Golg.o,tha­
can. He ihave any SUCOelS'SiOO'? ISome CIt our evoJ.uotilonarY' .fIr.Lendis 'hia'Ve [,he daring 
-n.ay~ !I will use a stronger Ite'rII1I and say they Iboll8JSlpheInlOusl,y S'llggest tlhat ·the 
acane o,f the hJwman; 'l"lOOe has not yet ,been: reached. ann: ,that .t!he W'Orld' may yet 
have ill. ooliteI' than Christ! 

Oh. ibut we lhave Ito answer ·that q,u·elStioo·. lis t~e anYlbody to come 8Ifter 
Him? John the BalPtist spoke olf one ·~that cometh after me"; ibut ,oou1d Jesus 
Ohrist speak. of anyone as "-coming a£rter me", eJtc·ept in the .sense of IfoolloW'ing 
Him as a d:U!oCi'ple? Tihe !Wise man WWl trmroJ,ed· w.jtihJ that pooiMem. When 
'bui'rdlLn:g 'IlIP a Ifortune, COOls.trucJti1!lg\, bry tih.e product Olf 'his liofe·. Isome Ig.reat monu­
ment to :hru.mam. endeavo'llil". he ,had: tlhis to \!lay: "I :hated all 'my labour which 
I 'had ItIaJk,en undiel" 1JhIe S'IIIIl': because [ Slhoulld lelaVle ,it Uilito the man that Slh:all 
.be wfter ane. And! 'WQlo ikno.W'eltll- w:hethoc he shall ·be a wiS16 1lIlIIlJIl' or a 1loo1?" 
'Dh!a.t is the ql1lJ6s1tion ,tIll.a, lfa.ther aSiks albout his son:; tftUa.t: iI& the ques.twn every 
maIli who doels a w~,rk for ,God ·1I1IUSt 4ls·k alba'llt the man w,ho 1Ilo11oW'S aofter :him? 
"Wt.11 he be a wise man or a ·foooll?" 

·But w:hat ailloult Ohlrist'li lis tlhere anotJher. or is He ,the 'DIvine' Ulti:InIa1nIm? 
Ls He Go'd's last wOlrd,? 'I kno.w tIllat it is _d, "'Nle goverIllIIlJelIllt s'hall ,be owpon 
·his moulder: and ·Ms naane Slh.laH ilIe .called' Won'llenful. ·Cou-nseU1>r. The 
mlilglhty God'. TIlle E'V6l"lastillig' Fart!her. The Prince of p.eace .. •·• Men are discuss­
ing goveTIlimlents, .d1f,ferent [lOiMIllS of g,ovilrnment, d:iillteren.t 'k.·i·IlJds olf 8lUJthoil'bty­
'but is th.e .government ,bh'at. is 1lIPon His 9houlder -the 'last lWord in governmental 
science? . 

oOIh yes. 'I le:arn •. too., toot the key (llf .many dioOl1'S .swiIlJg at His gUTdle. for 
the gOove.manent of ltihe !hO'1l!S·e of :David is llIPon: His ·shoulder; and: He SlhaU (llpen 
.-;bllLt !WIhat I 'WI8lIl.t to ask is. Oan He open all dooors,. or =st I loolk f,or 'keys 
that do not sWling alt :tIble ,gird[e olf ,my Lord Jes'lllS IOhrist? lIs there amy 'pos­
s·ilble desofu"e. for Hme· or If·or ·6Itern:itY'. th'll.·t He can·not S'1liPply? T'oot is the qUeis-' 
tWill. rI'!hat is 'lilly iSlUlbj·e·ct to-niJg!lbt. "Tlhe FinaJIity of ·ChTIst." Has He a s·uc­
ceSlw·r? or is Hie all :th:alt 'Go'd: ·can. ·do !flOIl"· a l(lst IWlOrld''!' That is ithe great 
·prolbllem we have .to !face. Wlhlen He comes. ,andl we osee 'Him. 'hoere· ,in, all His 
revealed: giOifY. is ·there any minilSitry to true ·co'nscience that He .cannot ex­
ercise? In all 'h'o~y exer·cises ·of tihe affect~ons. ·in flhe most ·darin·g ·adventure 
of the lntel~edt. in th·e height and' .dept!h of the 'PossilbUdty of reason's ~eacll­
do 'We find: 1Ill'1 in Ohrist? Is there a ·depth that rewson <:an ·fath-om that is not 
i!ll Hd,m? Is there a loftly pea:k wlhi"c'ho houaman realSlon. at tts Ibest can climib Ithat 
is not diWlar:£ed Iby His· sulblimity? I.s ·1:Ihere SlP8Ice eIlo'Olugh, ·in 'Christ for imaogin­
ation: to !h,av·e ·!her "MI.Y? [so .it stEll true that in oontellIllPlation of His glories, 
1m.agj.n:atioQlIl·s 'llitmosot stl"etch in 1'1'11Onder d~es awaY'? 

Oh. men and :women. I 'cls'k you to answer thiis question to-ni·ght. :Is His word 
the last oolllnsel (l·f wi-sdoro on a:n:y sublj·ect? liS it t!hIe lia;SIt word in ll'E!'l:ig.ion? 
·SO!me·onoe .says; "O,h /yes.. SiT. II am lllrepar·ed . .to LilBlten oto Je\SIIl·s >Ohil"ist on tihe 

/ , 

) 
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matter oil reli:gion; He is 'tbie ®I'eatest moral Te:wcheor th.e world ,ha"s e'ver 
known." !But I wanf.t m.()Te th'an that: I want the last word on.ip,M,losophy ,and 
the last 'Word on science-in other -wol'lda, iI want the last 'W'Ord of truth, Truth 
in the AbSlolute. "I walllt .to klllCIW w'ilether 'I .have ,reaooe,d ibedrock, so -that I can 
never Ibe disillusionecf an'Y mOTe, never diisla'OO)O.inted any more--'I lWlaIi11; '00 'kinow 
wheltlh.er theTe i'9 any voic,e thalt s'pea'ks witJb SlU:preone iIlluilJhonioty on ,aH ISJUibjects, 
in all ,realms, ~n all a:ges---,is ,ther,e Wly:body else tiD come? 

lWIhat slhaH' ,I ,say ·of the Cl'OiSS I()f >Gbirist, the Iboood o,f our Lord: JesUiSl Ohlrist, 
is tJhat ,the 1'll.Slt'll 'Cain 'YOIU telll ane antY'1Jh:inIg1 !bellteT? QwI; y!Ou ,teU me of any­
thln,g that 'can add ·tOo the 1nIflnite .me'flit of that ·g,l'e.at ·Sacr.i:fice "Art Thou He, 
o Lamrb o;f God', ,that ,s,oould come, oc must thi>s POOIl" Jh·eart of 'mine still look 
for anOiiher'!!,' Wlhat will you add, to HiS! meTit?-that is- the question. :La He 
God's la.st lWord,? 

Let us OOIIllSIid'et- flO«" a momenit the 'keys thalt are at 'hds g.ird,le. ,SUJIlIPOsing 
He looks ·some doors 'againSit YOU', sUJplpo'silllg iHe say's, II"E!lSlpeotin'g &orne tlhiings, 
"1I:f is no,t f.oo" )'lOW", 'SIU:pposing H,e says, "Thou Sohalt llJOt", and, the dooa'lS are 
l()lcked~w:ha:t ·are you ,going to do? WiH you loOok for an.other key, to open them? 
Is there a'UJg'ht;odl good: :heh,i,nd Ithe doors w.hich: He Ihas Lo,okied! agams.t us? 'AlI"e 
they :tJhe ~ates to 'heawen., or the d'oors to ·hell? "T'bie secret 1Jhq,s, ,belong 
unto ,the Lord 00u.r -God; ibut thoSle .thi'Illgs w'hicll' are Tevealeld, heloI!lg unto us." 
YiO'U! 'had ibetter not try to 'Pry o!pan a dpor wtMcbi He ~1Q,ckis. You Slpilritists, .if 
there >9.,re an;y of you .here, Y'CIU s'ay, "1 am 'go'ing ,to get ,througlh. t!ha.t veil some­
hlOlW. [ a.m' goi!nlgt to extraot !\Icme me'SlSI!lIgte iirom :b!liylDnd t'he glI'ave so'm:e'how, I 
am ,going to ,mailre ,the d'ead s'psl3!k to m,e'''-IYou oo,d, ibetter Hsten to Him W·ho 
has 'come, YlOlll 'had Ihettel!" be content wilth 1Jhe ""o,rd! (He s'peaik:s; I'est the on:ly 
word 'YIOU get-W it ,be 'llJot IRn utter ·r,raud'-'l'esit, i.'f ,tJh,ere !be 18. voice at all, as 
in the .old 'Tesmanen.t, it !Will he a vo,ice of jud'gment and! ()(}nd0lll!rulltil()n, Leave 
th'e l,oC'ked doocs alon.e. 

As ,Ilor the doors He .o!peI1lSl: Wlhy 'Mould' )'lOU a.nd" 1£ desiTe any IDIther QI()(}r 
than· that wMch He throws' open ,t() our view? My bl'ethren, yO'U ue,ed' not· 'look 
for another lIlIaIS't-er-key. He open.eth, and--'b1e.ssed 'be His n.aane--no; ·man 00' 
dlevdl shu<bteth; wlhen He o,pen\S tlh,e g1a,tes of lPiRl'Roise to His IPeople', tlhere oj,s nO' 
PQIWIer thait can·d'OlS'e ,them. 

Will ')'IOU turn. O'VI6II" itJhat question, willlYou let it a-illlg in 'YIOl\l'r mind's liIke a 
bell al~ the lW'eek ,l'ollig, "no I look dlor another-do I look dior aarother-oo I 
1oolk: !for aDJotheT? Is' there no 'sat:lSlf\alotlon' tn, Qluris~?o Must I SOIIDJeIholW, some-
W!here, lO'o~ iIlor anot~e>r?" . 

. II. 
WHAT WAS THE ANlSWER?-lfur the .Lor:d dId ,an&.wer th.fs quest.ion. And 

if" ever th'ere 'WiaIS a case of honest d'Ou'bt it w:as ithis .cage. Do Dlot sneer at 
1Jh!IJt quotation, '''l'here lives m(}re ,faith in h,onest doulbt, ibeliev'e me, than in ,half 
tJhe creed'S"-'for there is ,slIl'ch a -thing as ''lJJ..onest doulJJ.t". There ,is no such 
thLDJgi ,as 'hones,t ,un'bel,i'ef. [)ou,bt ,is '1l'eglllltive" dl{)uobt as'sumes am. enquirmg and 
a: Teceptive attitud'e: unlbelief is positive, unlbelief Te;iects ,th,e .tJrut'h. But IDJanY 
a Ill/aIIl is an !biones't dow Mer. VI'OO bas the Ibegd!n.n:iinJgls o,f Ifai·th jn' hIs own soul. 
YOIl mlllst ·niOt excomanlllllioa1,e .John ibeoaUisle 'he alslked' tlh1s .qu'estiO'n;, Ilor our 
LoM s.a.id thiat "allIWDJg theon, .tihl8.,t ar:e 'bo;rn ot! 'W01II!6'Il' there hath not risen a 
grea,ter tbJam. John the BlIlPtiSlt"-and 'tlhe Lord unde:rstood ,tibe q,Ulestlon' Wl8.S 
asked .oult .of his iglloom aool des'POndJency. 

T·he Lord Jesus willl.forgive you ,you.r dlOollIbt, but He will neVeT .fOrgive YlO1I 
your unbelief; 'When you oome to dictate to :aim, 'Y.ou will never find entrance 
into Hisl he'lLl'lt. Bu.t if you come I8;slcl.ng questliOns, whalte.ver the qu'estions- ,may 

'be, He is a IPI8.tient Tea.'ch.el', and: He wHlliste'lll't1o you, He wdH ta.lk to. you; aJIId 
by the ,ti.mle He is throug,h with you, the sun will!, 'be IS'hinlin,g. '.A.l1 my doubts I 
give to Jesus"-tmt 'is! the Way to deaJ wilth your doubtS'. They came to Him 
'a,nd 'as'ked Him the question, and .He aneweTed. If you are d'(}llIbtful, w:h'at I 
i!iS'ist this evening is' that_yiOu should: OODIIe ,to Ohi-1st wIth it: inasm1ieh as He 
is the is'\lIPreme Teacher., .tet Him answer your question . 

. 'Wh'Rt d'id He say? You ,must llJOIt expect Him to d,eal in ,mere abstractions, 
you mu.!lIt not -expect the Lol'ld Jesus- ,to a.rgue wi·th you; He w·illI never do that, 
nor wHl He alliow 'Y>OU to 8a"gue with Him. "Art thou :h,e: th'at iSIhouI,d come, or: 
dO 'We .IOOk for anothell"".....; .. Go and shew John again thel!le .th1n:gs. w'hiCh 'Ye' do 
'hear and s-ee: the blind Teceive their'sight, and the. 'lame 'Wialk, the lepers' are 
cleansed, and the deaf heaT, the dead i1a-.e m1sed u.p, IUid the ,Poor uve the 
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g'OSIPel prea.che·d to them. And' Iblessed· is he, whoSQever shaa n'Ot 'be offended 
in ma,-Go and!. teal' John My programme, and a.sik him' to OOoIlsid'er whethe:r 
thlere is anything 'lackti'D.lg in that 'pr'ogmmme which this weary wQrld needs. 
Ask him if that is enough." 

That is the IIl'D.Sower of the gos,pel. W·hat does' it d'O? "The blind! receive 
their ISIight." What is ,the' gospel? It is -light ,from above. Wl1at is' the gospel! 
I,t is a ·r.evEllation of truth wIh-ich y'ou can never dd,s.coOover ftj'r ynurself, that is 
what it is'. "What is the ,mil'lacie 'Of conversion,? Just this': "God whon-back 
there I.n ,the ibeginoning, it ds recor.ded in Geue,s'is-uG,od, who COIllimanded the 

. light ito shinJe eut of d.aJl"kness', 'hath shined lin· ou.r hea'rts~ to give the lig.ht of the 
lmow1ed:ge 'Of the gLo.ry. 'Of Q{Jd in the :f4ce of Jesus Christ."-"The IbUnd r.ecei'Ve 
their sIght." Wihoever ccmes' to Jes'IlS Christ hag a vision of new wo~ld·s. You 
d;o oot need a telesoolPB or a. IIIl~CI'lOISICOpe, ;but ther,e is a univer,se o.f truth that is 
Ibrought within the range and unde,rsta.ndin.g c,f the' mind! t'haIt is ddvd.,nely en­
l1g1hteued, thiaJt no. s,choJax enl earth can ever disco'Vler-r'the 'blind receive their 
s1g'ht." I 'Want to kDIow 1-f you need amYlbody else but Ch:rist on that point? 

'''The 'blind receive their sllght"-sight of. what? W'hat wIoollld 'Y'OU like to 
S'6El? What weuld! seme o,f Y10U who are wearing black lik'e to see t'O-night? 
WQuid yo.U like to see acl"OiSS the Il"ivea"? Would' YIOU llike· ,to S'ee yfQ.nder your 
loved and lost? Wlou.ld yoou like to see the (king in h16 ibea.uty, and behOild tohe 
land that ds very far off? iBlessed. be God, in ,Christ "the ,bHnd: receive: their 
s'iglht;" Y'ooll can'IM:rIl)-,-II dare to say ~t-you -can learn at the feet of cur I..ord 
Jesus Christ, in' an Instant, in the tWoin.kling o.f am. eye, tru'thSi that an thl& PI'O­
fessors, and am:" the ~ncyoCliQlPlRedias, and aU th'e u,niversities 'On earth, could 
neVea" teach YQU in a million years-,ulthe bloi'llld' receive the,ir sight." Do not 
worry IIJbcut the criticis'mB! oil \blind men who hav:e oolt received the~ sight­
just be thlil.lllidlull for the new vision, and, ,praise God lior One Who. has' come. 

"And: 'the lame walk"! Are you lame? Are y.ou just limpin.g aI;on:g? D()o 
you lmotw what modem. retigien is dOing, f9.r the mo&t ,paI't? Just running 
crutch factories" that i.SI what 1:t is ·doiug, lS,imply makic:g orutcheSo for lame 
men~and .eVe'D.I after th,~ J!,ave made them, they cannot 'g;o v,ery .far, nor very 
fast. How eonstrie:ted' life is' aiteor 18.'Iil. We ihave tried a thousand, thing's and 
failled, ;because, ldke MephibQs'heth, we are lame on :both feet. And Jesus s'aid, 
""You 'go back a·n·d tell John wh.eiIJ. people come to Me la,me, they g'O home 
!b.ea1e,d; teB ·him ther,& lIS a dIvine ene,rgy .that takes' IP'Ossessioll! of them, and 
that ma;koes them ill!doepend'e,nt of others, ,but dependent upon Go,d." 

Would )'lOU like to have that religion, that go.s;pel-"the 'lame wal'k'"? . 
And the S'Prings' I(),f Hlfe are cleansed, ''The lepers are cleanse.d". That is· the 

gospel. Do Y'OU ,know what Modernism dioeso? ;Xt ",builds· hospitals, it er,ects 
lazarettoes where flhe le.pers a,re con·fined......,bwt 'the ,gospel cleanses them, relieves. 
thoem of their J.eprosy, lID,akes the .ho·spitals unnecesslWY. Tha,t is the ddfference. 
Our Elija:h tak;~ the saR and puts' it into the spr-ings, and! the waters of life 
are B!W'eetened and lPull"ified; and JerLco, the city of a curSoe', becomes ··a ,plre.as:anot 
pI-ace to ldVle in when He hIllS cleGnsed the springs. T·hat is the ~rogNlJlIlllIle-­
d'o you want a.n;ything better ·than that? ("'No! No!") 

.oh y,es, yeu do; yoou spolre ·too soon! "T!b.e deaf he·ar." The deaf ear shall 
,be attuned to, d'isotant m'ILsdc, and thos'& who are d.eaf hear things they never 
iheard Ibefore. 'I met !Brother Emne Frtday nil1Jht on the !train comin·g oock 
frOom Cht,cago ·in the olbsenafllon car ,with tn-e radio. I iha:d·1II. 'cou'P,le .of. ear 
'phones on, 'and, he dId not. know me~you d,o not kn'IJIW anylbody 'W.b.en -they are 
dresse'd u'p olike that. 'But we 'Were sopeed:ing along a.t the rate 'Of forty ttr ,fifty 
mUes an hQur, Ustenoing in to sin'going in iNew YI(),rk, Oh'icage, lMinne84PQlis, ,there 
were 811'1 ·kinds of 'music !breakoing on cur e·ars from aU parts 'Of the world....,but 
st·m ·tJhere was somethiug IWIII.nting. Kelvin ibrouoght tw'O contineDlts together IWith 
a oohle, Bell enrubled men to tal,k 'Over !long distances !by telephone, Marconi 
taught 'us hOlW to ta:lik to eacih .other across the Sop8.n· Q,f ,the ocean through the 
t.rellllbling et!b.er-Jbut nOlbody ever ,found a 'Way ,to cross t·hat gulf, and ibring us 
a voice kom ,the other side-nolbody. And even you 'Who !have YQur radios; 
sometimes Slay, . 

"The sta:tely &hips go 'On 
To their haven under ·the hill, 

But oh, fOor the touc:b. of a vanished h.a.nd, 
And ,the sound of a voice that is '9t1l~." 

( 

/ 
( 
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"The deaf hear." Wha.t do they hear? They 'hear the voice of the Son of 
God, an·d Idve. And not OOJJly that, but when the Lord J.esus co·mes in·to human 
Hfe, He attunes th-e ear 00 the heavenly wave-length, and. helps us to lisiten. in 
whHe t'he an'gels sing. Can ·you surpass thlllt? Do y,ou ,loo'k for "another"? 

T·heIl.l ·there is sO'IDJetning else. "'The dellld: aJI'!& Taised u.p,'" "What as the 
biggest enemy we ,hwv·e·? Dellith. llt never was ·anything Ibut aill ·enemy. By 
God!'s g~ace, I kD!OjW', he is' m-adle to serve God'SI purpo'Ses; and, as I have 8IO-m;e. 
timles s'aid, he i.s harnessed to His golden cllariots and ·made to drag God's 
chHdren U!p tile shining path:way of th.e slcies-:but he is an enemy. "The dead are 
raised up"; and, aJb.ove aB, He Who Himself died, is ra;i.sed· 8Jgain, and is alive 
for ever mo~e: "But no,w is Chrf,st risen fro,m. ·the dead, and 'become the fi!I'st 
:fu'ulitS of them. that slept." "The dead are raised 1\lIll'." Someone- a.sks. "ThoSJe 
who are dead in tre'spasses and' siilloS'?" Yes, ,but in the d·ivin.e .programme: theTe 
is place for the resurrection of t'he dead, as iBrother Ervine 'Was telUng us tlM-s 
evening; and some day aLl. ;w!ho sJeep in Ch,r,ist 'Will ibe d"a,1sed up again. Do 
you loo,k for "another"? 

".And the .poor have the gOSipel preached; to them." ·Will :the rich people 
here this evening, i)ll6.ase stand up----or a.re· you aU poor? Are you all poor? 
I can see only one ,penson standling-and' ;he is not rich, he is just as poor as 
can be. But "the polOr haNe the gos'pel preached to them." Did you ever dream 
of a for.tune· ;bemlg left you? Of course you have, and the postman came­
and h'6 ddd not bring that long-looked-for 'letter. You have looked for "aJlother" 
letter, ·but lit has not come: W\h,en you get the gosl>fil, when: the gospel is 
pr-eached to the poor, and the ,poor receive it, theire is news of Ii. fo·rtun.e there. 
The goS'pel of forgdveness .c·f .sinl, the g.ospel. o·f deliverance from the l,,-,yrer of 
sin, ~he gospel of cleansing through the precious blood, the pro·mise (·f l'f-stora­
tion to the favo·\lT' IIIndl felIo,W1S~p of God, the 'promise of emergence- f.ro.Im aU 
the ddoSa'biliiies and llimitations of mortality and corruption, "when this cor­
ruptible sn-all have put on IincorTUption, and; th·iJ!!I moo-tali shalll have put (.n 
~mmortality, then shal1 be .brough,t to pa8JS the sayin'g that is written, Death is 
slWaIlowed. u:p in viClto~." 

Do you w·ant any.body else? Do you look for "another"? I do not. I do 
n,ot want 'any-boody elSIe. If 'anybody coomes to m·e to teU ·me about another 
Christ, I am not dntere'sted; when anybod1y 'Would destroy -my faith in Him 
Whom I ·know, I resent his· iIlltrusion. '~I'know whom I have ibelieved, and am 
persuaded !that ille is able to keep that (WIhich '[ have committed unto him against 
that day." 

·Can you say ·it? Wila you say- it don si·m-ple faith,-

"Thou, 0 Christ, a.rt all I want; 
,M,ore than. all in Thee I find: 

Raise the faUen, cheer the fain.t, 
Heal the sic'k, and lead· the !bhinrd: 

Just and -ho,loy> is Thy nam.e, 
I am- aJI unr:ig-h tE!lOusness ; . 

Vile, and ·f.uhl. of lS'In I am, 
Thou art fulll of truth and gra:ce." 

He 1s all that the Infirn:ite- can give, for He is Himself the I-nfini·te. He who 
made the' worlds can rema'ke us, IlIIld save us with an ,everIa,.sting salvation. 

LAST SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 

Sund·ay was tIL day "if blessing in Jarvis IStreet. We were pr-iV'ileged: to hav!'! 
m·th us Mr. W. J. Ervine,.:an OIM:clal of the Metropolitan Talbernacle, iLondon, 
when we first mOOe ilris acquaintance, 'Who lBoo'P!(led· off aJt Toronto, 'Wi.th. Ms ;wife 
and daughter, on their way!back home In a. trip around bhe world. iMr. iErv,ine 
read ·the Scr£p·tures and took the evening prayer, a.nd gave us a. 'brief, helpful, 
message on the way of salvation ibef'Ore the Pasoor's sermon Sunday evening. 
He .was met at the close of "the se,rvice ,by man;y friends who !had klLOlWn h1m in 
bh.e Old· 'Land. Five 'believers lWere lbaptized, 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

DR. W. A. GUNTON 
We have reoently seen a n;otice; that Dr. W. A. Gunto.III has just r,etur-ned 

friom an evangelistic tour of Brutish Oolumfbia. We wdsh we had IllIOre men of 
Dr. Gunt<ln',s ty;pe. He i& an llible and effeCitive eVaIlJgelis.t, who tho,roughIy 
un!Lersllands the Iproblems o·f 'both churchell' aIlld 'pastors. He is th'Oroughly 
SQund: in the faith, and has no SiY,mpath'Y with any fOiI"m of Modlerruism. He 1s 
not only lSlOund, howeveT; he i,51 eIIlli:nently sallie. If any'OThe wants a spectacular 
evangeJi,stitc caIIlJPa.ign, l:ike a 'bonftre on the .beach of a I>ILIIlIIller eve'nu,n'g, which 
bLazes foOr a moment and, leav,es no<':himg but ashes, they shouM, not send !lor 
Dr. Gunton. He is a SIOund, able, 8irud. 8!ttractive expositor of the' Word, who 
lays his f()U·ndation deep 'and strong. He is· not in anoy seIIIs'e a superficial 
worker. He ibelievoes in the Clhurch as "a divine' i'lllStitution, aud ,re'cognizes the 
importance, not 'Only or leading peO'ple to Chr:ist, ,but of seeing them' bwptized. 
and ·bui·!:t into. It·he memfbenslhdp Df the church. Dr. Gunton is esseutia.ltly a 
Ba'ptitst, IL'ntd -is utterly fear:less in! his preaching. 

We have known Dr. Gunton for a numll>er 'of y;ears in very intilJlla,te !l'ela­
tions, and. ibeldeve in h.im· lllP ,tD tJhe hDt. FoOr Slome years, w:b.en he was e,nglag·ed 
iru a form o.f Christian service outside the pas·torate, he 'Was a memb'er of JaJI'·vis 
Street Chul"ch, 1LD.d a d·eacon. During aill that Ume we flouIlld him toYJ8.'1 to the 
church and its Fas.tor, and a'ble and liaitJhd'ul In th'e oftl·ces he filled. 

Dr. Gunton ih.ais always been a Sund'ay 'School .maIl!, and has ill. fuU apPl'lecia· 
tion of the importance of W'Ork amlOng ytOung .pea'ple. We l"e'gard him as an 
alble mini,s.tB!!' of the New Testament, wruo uses only the 'gospe~ as his instr:u­
ment, and' who depend,s upon t'he .mdruistry of the HoJ.y· iSpirit as 'his .power. 

Mrs. Gunton usually a'ccoJDlpaD.,i·!ls -her husba.nd, aIlJd. is of great ·ass·ls-tance 
00 him in singing the 'gloll'pe~ Wnd in ma-ny other ways. 

'We write -this nDte fOT the informatiJolliot 'paSitors and chuI'ches d.esiring an 
ev>angeUsltic helpeT. It is done without any suggesUo:n from Dr. Gunton. In 
some quartel"S, Iin,deed, the recommendation of The Gospel Witness might do 
a mWl mOil"e harm truan good:; andJ we h'Ope Brother GuntDIll will forg·ive UiS! for 
thuS! exposing hiom to the -di.sipleasu·re of those who think no good person ca.n 
be on friendly terms with The Gospel Witness. 

We very heM,tiloy .recommend Dr. 'and Mrs. Gurut'On tD ,chu.rches i-n <Cana'd'a 
and the Undted States. Dr. Gunton's' addTe:s:s is: 1808 Gerrard .St. East, Toronto. 

AN EXPLANATION. 
In the third 'p/arlllgra-ph on ·page thl"e.e of our last is.sue, I""e used !the w·ord,S': 

"A eertaiu. profesrsor, whom I w.HI not nam&-beca;lise I hlave named him so 
oftem-is reported' to hav·a told his students that:when the two disciples walked 
on the EII1JlIlJau·sf !l'o'ad''', etc. T·h'e "centain .professor" referred to wa.s· not 
Profes'sor .Mars·h!all. Whether he w<m.1d subscribe to the extrem'e vJ.ew there 
rEilferred to, we tdlQ not know; but the relle-r,ence 'WIaS to another -man entirely. 

OT.HER ARTICLES FOR NEXT WEEK. 
We have no space :in. this iSISue to d'isc'Us,s Dr. MaCNeill's articlte- which 

appeared in .the Toronto Globe, 'W:b.'ich ;j's entibled in The Oanadian Baptist, 
",Ques-tio-n of OoDid-uct, 1I10t Creed'''. We shall give ·that .adequate treatment 
ne:x:t week und'eI" the ·same lCatption.. Our only quarrel wJth Dr. MacNeill; is 
that Ms ·creed a.PPlllI"Bntly has no relatiOOl! to hi,s contduct. ThtS' we s:haoJ.l·.discUoSs 
next 'Week with! sUillficient dearness to enalble even a mind: as obtuse as that 
oil Dr. MacNeill to und'er.stand what we mea,n. 

'REGULAR BAPTIST MISSIONARY AND 
EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY OF CANADA 

We would remin·d oor readel"S thllllt wMle a tperinanent Secretary-Tre&&urer 
has not yet !been .awOinte«:i', the acting lSecretal"Y'-Treasurer or the new Societ'Y 
i.s !Rev. G. W. AlIen, 75 Delaware AVe., Toronto 4, Cana:dia, t.o whom aU con· 
trllbutions may !be sent, and aU enqui-ries addressed. 

i: .. 

'~ 
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ebitorial 
"Truth is Fallen iii the Street" ---223 Church Street! 
There is a very striking 'passa:ge ~n Isaia:h: "In trensgressiIllg a:nd lying 

against the Lord, and d,epartillig away ·from ou.r God!, spellikin·g o~Il'l"esSiion. and 
revoll1, con'Ceivin!g and uttering from the heart words O'f falseh.ood. And jud'g­
ment is tnrned away ,ba.C'kwa.rd', and jusUce stan·d·eth a·far off: fo.r truth is ,fallen 
in the street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, trwth liailetih; and 'he that departeth 
from evil maketh ·'b.·imself a 'Prey: and the Lord sa.w i,t, and it dlispleased him 
that ·there w'as no judg>ment·." When 'WJ'liting these 'W'Ol'dis Isaiah must iIlave ·ha.d 
in mind ,s'Ilc'h a condIltion a·s now o.btains at 223 Church Street. 

It WIllIS said o,t Aha:b that "there was none like unto Ahaib, ",hich mid sell 
himself to :wol'k wickedness in tJhe sigJhJt of I1he :LOM'''. The ,olUtstandin,g 
chamcteTi·sti-c af that. wicke'd, 'kin,go ·was thal1 b.e wou.ld not hea·r the W,oro of the 
Lorn; andl ·coun.ted every prophet who d'ared' to tell hlim the: trut'll an "en'emy", 
o.'l" as o;ne Iw!ho "troubled; Israel". 

On one occasion A:balb prevaile·d, 1liP,on the weak ;bu·11 orthodox JehoS'haphJat 
to join him ,in an attempt to wrest Ramot'h.Gi~ead from the Syrians. In tJhds 
attempt they were encouraged by ·foor iIl,und·red ,prophets who 'Promised success 
for 1lbe ventnre. When Jeh'os'h,aphat implied· some SIlSiPlcion Otf vhe .reHllIbility 
of. the prOtpheUc majority, Ah8lb sa~d 'he hated a reertain ,o·thar 'P'l"o,phet beca.use 
lie never :prophesled good con.cernting him ibut evil; but 'llIPon Jehoshap'hat's 
insistence that -Micaia!h, ,be heal'd, he was sent fur, and iIle .. in his u-iUmalla 
message, e~pIained the unanimdty orr 1lh.e fa:lse ipraphets tby saying that there 
had ·gone fo·rth a lying spirit !from the tLord ;into :tJhe mouths of an A:hwb's 
prophet.l3. The explanation .Q·f that strange saying was tha.t Ah8lb, 'h.aving dune 
his utmost to silence every voieta that dared to teU hi,m :the trut!h~ and ,having 
spe'nt his Hfe asking fo·r a. lie, a just. God lilt length 'Permitted /him to have his 
way !by allowing him to believe a He. And tihl3.t is the s:piritl181l significance of 
the 8IW'ful saying, "For t:his (Jau.se God: s'ha/ll send! them strong deluSlion, that 
they &hou'Id Ibelieve a 'lie. That -they aU in~gtht Ibe dlllmned IWIho ·beHeved not .the 
trutth, ·but had pleaSoure in 'Ilnr-ighteousness." 

We can find nu ,()ther ex'planamon for the strange moral distem~er 'Which 
has fa:Hen ulpon our 'Balptist official Hfe 'in Ontal"io and Quebec. The toxin "'Ihich 
has i,ts festerdn:g 'Centre in ,McMaster University, seems to have so .pois.oned -the 
bloom stream of the denominat.ional ·body as to affect 'B8iPtisv of~Icialdom with 
a strange deloirium that inverts all Iogic8d meD.'tal processes, and makes certain 
Baptist ,oltfi·cialos lun·ger incapable o!f teUin'g tIh.e ,truth. Thds week's issue of 
'l'he Oanadian BOIptist reselilibies :very much .a hOStpital chart on which are 
recorded the varying temperatures and stran'ge haIlueinations of the patient. 

The 'front ,page of The BaptiSt Js like a close,up p.a:rtia;l view of a la.r,ger 
picture, th·is 'P&rtial view representing the page of a ooo'k on whi'ch is ·found 
a passage exhorting aU and sundry too love and 'peace ando unity. But the whole 
plllper represents -the larger pictu,re depieting a frenmed (Jreature recommending 
peace and unUy 'With 'One 'hand, and ,wlLving t'he torch ,of an in.cend·iary with 
the othel". 

~he message of the Convention. iExecutive on t1he first pa"ge referring t'O the 
iniquitous ·lPaorl,iamenta.ry Bill accepts fuoH. resPonsj;bH~ty ·for ,the Bill in the 
following ter-ms: 
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"Be it noticed tiJIat the Bill thus passed has ,been framed and secured 
noll Iby anyone of the· Boards but ,by tlMs Executive ·which RlEP\R!E,SENTS 
A'lL 'NIE ·BOA'RJ])S AINID 'IN\OLUDES THE OIFFICERIS OF THE CON­
VENTION rnBIEILF." 

We lhiave now an official endorsement .oif this iniquity from aU t'he Boards .. 
No more stl"liikin,g eviden·ce o.f !MCMaster's domination .of the Boards, through 
the Executive Comm-ittee, couId ,be imag-ined: 

"CO-OPERATION". 

The fi.TlSt article on the ed·itoria;l page i's entillled! 'lCo-operation", from which 
we quote as fo,l1orws: 

"Durin'g the last year or two we have of times' !heard quoted, 'Now 1-f any 
man has not -the ,Spirit of Oluist he is none 'Of 'Ms.' With t'his 'We aU agree, 
and condude till·at the negation of co-'Operation which is se1fishness, ~s the 
very antithesi-s of the Ohrist's life." 

We !ltave much reSjpect for t'he' gentleman who w'I'ites' this arti.cle, oot in 
expounding the ·doctrine of oo'OIperation, one must have clearly dn mind the 
end in view. There are many peOlple who are co·operating with the enemy of 
truth in seekin·g to destroy men's faith in t'he Bible as the Word: of God, in the 
efoficlIJcy of the A;toning ISacrifi,ce, in the a-eality of the 'Virgin Ibirt'b.' and .the 
resurrection of." Ch.risll, and in the certainty of H~s person.a.l return. To "co­
operate" 'Wi;th such unfl"luirtfuI w,orks 0If darkness is no proof of the possession of 
the Spirit of Ohl"list, ,but rather the reverse. 

·'.rnJ.e IEdi·tor of tiIl·is paper 'has all hi·s Ufe 'long been a ,co·operating Baptist. 
The record. of t'he churches iJIe has serve·d ·will Ibe found wriMen in the Year 
Books from 1-895 untid ,this day, and he ·ah,aIleIlJges· anyone to prove that ·he has 
not taken his fuH share of denominational rwor·k and· ,res.po·nsi'bility. And ·if the 
accursed 'Modernism tlbat has esta:blis'hed Hsel! in McMaster University could 
be purged arway, and flhe shackles lW'hich it 'lias ifastened upon every 'Board of 
the Denamination could be 'broken, he stands ,ready ,to "co-operate" withaut the 
slightest reservati an. ,It is nat often he speaks personalIy, Ibut witiJI a conscience 
vaid of 'Offence taward God and man in flhis matter, he dares t'O sa·y ·tha:t !h.e has 
taken h,is stand exclusively in t'he interests of that Baak :whieh is ,inspired ·by 
the .S·pirit a,f -God; and, ilIe wiiU 'cha'llenge anyone in the entire Denaminatian to 
show great.er evidences 'Of tn-e lPower 'Of the Spi!'ifl a.f God thraugh t'b2 mInistry 
of the Word than is mani,fested in Jarv·is ,street Ohul1ch to this day. 

It is 'Our firm convi'ction that a proper understandan,g 'Of the situatoion would 
prevent any man of spiritual understan·d~n-g Ifrom "ca'QIperlllting" with the faith­
destroyin'g machinatians. 'Of IMoMast'er. 

SECRETARY STILLWELL',S DEFENSE OF THE FOREIGN MISSION BOARD. 

IMr. StlildweH e~p'lains t'hat ·th.e Fareign ;MdssiDn Board is representative o,f 
all the Baptists of Canada, and Soa'Yl3: 

"'Lt Is not responsible ,for 1lhe acNan ail any 'One 'Of the three Conventians 
represented in its membership and the claim which has :been persIstently 
advanced In s·ame quarters thafl:it is controHed by certain sectional influences 
is, in t'he 'very nature of things, quite wit'hou;t faun-dJatian." 

Any:bady who kn,o,ws anything at aH abaut the 'Operation 'Of Baards. knows 
that there are no UNO men 'W'h'O Ihave more ta do :with -the 'Board's control than 
its Ohai.rman and· ;Secretary>. The IChairm·an 'Of the iFareign !Missian Board is 
Dr. John MacNeiloI. ,Let the 'B8IPtists who read· t'hds, recaH the spi,nt manHested 
by this geRtleman at the IQonvenflian in 'Land.on, and again at the Canven· 
tion in Hamilton, and yet again at the Oanventian in First Avenue. Let 
anyone examine the reeorn 'Of Dr. John 'MIlLCNeilI 'lind diSoCover one single instance 
where he !has ever apposed error 'Of any 'kind, withaut ,being reasanaJbl'Y sure 
that ifl was popUllar sa ta do. Dr. ,MacNe'iU d·efended the actian '()if MdMaster 
University in hanouring the arch.Ii,beral Faunce; Dr. IMacNeill has shown 
hllIllSeU to Ibe in tun ·sympathy with tale madern·istic -wing of !MCMaster· Univer­
sUy far years. We do not Clharge Dr. IMa·cNe'iU with being a modern·ist-we 

~ , 
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d'O not !believe he haa the intellectual C8II»1'City to !be, ,in any 'Worthy sense, a 
theologian. \But his whole ,record sho,ws that he can fioat wi,th the stream as 
wel~ as any dl'ilting ibarge tlb.at has no engine of its o:wn 'to force <its' way 
agamsll the tide. W'ith such a man in :tihe Ohair, and !With. such perils abroad, 
who dare say that the Fore'i'gn 1\{;is'slon ,Board· is to ibe trusted? 

As for the Secretary: no more venomous enemy of lFundamen'lialdsm and 
Fundamenta:l,ists Is to 'be' Ifound among !Baptists lin Canada than the iSecretary 
o'l Foreign MissIons. Fol" yellll's---'We have !positi-ve evidence .of IIhe f8lct, and 
can produce witnesses-at tohe expense of the BapUBts of Cana1ia Ihe has gone 
up and down the ,oountr.y JP'Oison.ing the sprin.gs of liilfe, doin.g most o.f his 'Work 
in ,the dark where his misrepresentations cannot be corrected. We must, 
however, 1iiscliaim any personal anUpwthy toward, this ·gentleman, itor we are as 
devoid of any sor.t of animus against. iIldm as we are of respect for hdom. 

The time has ,come for ,pllliin spellikin-g, and our rea1ie1'8 may eXlPect to find 
some !plain speaking in thlis issue of The Witness. 

·Mr. ,Sti1lweU SiP,rings to the defense of Rev. R. C. Benson. In has laboured 
attemp.t to ~n't M·r. 'Benson as an orthodox :BaJptotst, he has Iproduced only an 
amusin-g -cariooture. Th.ere may ,be one or t,w9 features in IMr. StiHwell's cartoon 
which Mr. Benson's ibest ·friends 'WiH :reco,gn'ize as bearing some ,foaint resem­
blance to him; ,but otherwise those iW'ho knOfW 'M·r.·Benson 'Wilil: f\VIOnder who Mr. 
StHlweH is taJ.'koi.ng aboillt. At a meetin-g 'held in ;S,tan,ley Avenue C'hu·rch, 
HamLlton, protesting againltt Professor :MarS'haH's retention lin MoCMaster, Mr . 

. Benson's own mother-in-la'W came forward at the close, and than-ked the Editor 
of tMs 'Paper fo,r the stand he was ,j;a,king, sayin.g t~at 'she ollad had to fight 
M'Ddern-ism in her OIWn fllimHy for years. To represent ·Rev. R. C. Ben-son as 
an orthod.ox B8jptist is as funn~ 'as it lis .false. 

The sentence quoted ·from Mr. Benson'·s address in Parkda:le Church wa.s as 
1:0110"""6: 

",The dastllll'd'ly 'doctrine of alppeasin.g the IWl'I8.th of an an-gry deit.y that 
has sat'llrated t-he world." 

Commentin.g upon 1Jhis, !Mr. S.fJi.}lweH says: 
"The isimple facts are that Mr. Benson. was not at that ·mlJlme,nt dis­

,cussing either the Ch·ristian God or ,the atoning 'Wor.k of Ohrist but was 
de'pictJing the ;pagan oidea of angry goddesseS' in Iml.:ia-deities chara·cterized 
by ·Ilhe ma.licious, capxicious, venge·ful auger that h'umans at ·thei:r worst 
s,ometimes ·feeR" 

We would ca'U attention to. the fad th8l't lVIr .. Smwell does 'I1ot dispute the 
accuracy of the statement-but attempts' to prove that :Lt had an entire·ly 
different ,signifi'ca.nce than ·th'at which 'Was atta.cb.ed to ill In our criticism some 
weeks &.g·0. Let our readers ·tMn.k a I'ittle of this: lit 'is .described as. a 
"dastard.ly do.ctrine", as something that is ",taught". And Mr. iStiUw,eJ:1 said 
it ihas a;ppliocation to Ind-i:a-but MI'. Benson sa.i.dJ ·that thts da,.sotaTldi:Y doc,trine 
had "saturated the w.orM". Mr. 'SIJi11'Well!'s 'ar,gum'9DJt is o.f a piece with Pro­
fesso·r MarshaU',S' ·attempt to prove that when he said· .baptism' was DlOt 91S1S'ential 
to church memberslhi1p, :he 'had! no reference to the ·local· church, but "vas 
thlnlcing of Ithe :churoh universal! 

M-r. Stmwe11 Tefea-s to M·r. Benson's add·re..s& at the. Co,nventdon as a "won­
derfu~ ewtJation of Jesus a.s the ILo.rd and S,aviouT of India". A ,pe.rfecti.y 
unbiased peTSO'llJ, who. :had never Iheard of Mr. Benson, hut who heard 'Mm at 
First Av,enu8 Oh.ureh, -later eXJpressed amazement tih.a.t a missioIl.8;ry s'hould 
have s'pent rohe g~eater 'PIart of his' Ume glo~:ifying Ghandli; . and eyen· IVLr. 
StiHweH repll"e&ents hIm as exalting Oh!l'i.st "as the Saviour. of Ind,ia". 'I'hat Is 
the troulble with a.lll these modern;Ists. Thed;rs i.s the social gospel, a .gospel· of 
refo.rm, a gOlSpel of e'ducation; but not a. gospel of .personal· reg,e'neration by 
the ip'Ower ()f th,e HoJy Ghos.t on. conddtioDl o,f 'faith in an Atoning SaviouT. 

We need· not devote mu.c:h Sipa-ce to the HamUton in-cident ro which Mr. 
Stil1'Well refers. We attla.c'bI very ,la,t;Ue importance to the testimony of Miss 
AlIlce Hooker. We have ·read a ~etter ·from :Miss Booker in IWh.f.oh she said 
that ehe had made a mistake in !Wlhat sibe !before relat.ed, and had 'been 81ble to 
recaLl that a certain .book had ibeen len-t oller by someone else. We agree that 
Miss BOlJlker is a ver.y !p,oor lW'~tness, ·for ·the toestimony of a :wi'tne,ss that is so 
change8lble w()uld not !be acce!pted an any court of 'law in t'he Jand·. Miss Hooker' 
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so spoke 1Jhat lM·r. S-tl:Uwell OIpenly acaused! !her o,f "tattling"; but he was evi­
dently fiible to bIiing eu'ch pressure to :bear Uilon her 'Ilruat in Canad'a, ·removed 
by toime and diSitanee ·from 1Jhe events she had lbeifore related, she was able at 
last to recaH that iller former statement was quite incor·rect! We submit that 
any misstonary, whether man or woman, "WIho is' s'hlOiWn to !be so changea;ble as 
to !be driven with ,the "\1I1ind. and tossed', ou:ghtt to ,be kept at !home. 

But this partiouI,ar mdssionary is ,but an in'cident: it is the action of such 
men as Dr. MacNeiU and :Mr. IStmweU that wUl result at last in tthe u<bter 
destru'clion of coIllfidence in our ~oreign Mi'SSion enterprise. H!:!he IPrea,ching 
of the gospel ,in India or Bolivia can. iProdu.ce no more relilllble and· Ohrist-like 
persons than the P.resident and Secretal'Y, !We can see Uttle argumenll ,for ·preacih­
ing the gOSjpel any-where; ,for 'We can ,find th.ousands of people WIllo make no 
profession of re'li'gion at all, w:ho would .be ashamed of the courses t.hes·e 
gentlemen have lO1Howed. 

Yea,rs rugo a 'certain missionary told us ·that passages ()If ISicl'ipture which 
cO!ll'ld not be p·U1bl"icly o!lJllIPlied. t'() respectafbIe ileo.ple .in Canada, !Were IIJPProlprIa:te 
to peOlPle lin India, even to s·ome IWlho had joined· the cihurch~ And 'he cited tillis 
pass·rug·e, 'Lie not one to another, !btft s'peak evel'Y man til'uth wi.th 'his neigbbour." 
He s·ai.d it seemed to take severa;l genera,tions .to bea:ch Te1u~s that lying wa,s a 
sin. It 'Woou,lld II!P<pear that .Brother ·SUUw·ell w;as not altogether &l1perior to his 
environment., and ;perhaps his strange article -is to> ·be accountoed ·for by the ,fact 
that 'he "lived some yeaors ·in Indi·a! 

THE HOME MISSION BOARD'S DEFENSE. 
To say one WO'l'm ag.a;inst the HOIIIle .Mission Bo,ard' is loike speaking against 

ou,r ()IW1ll fl-esh and blood. Being a Baptist from conviction, we ha'Y'e always 
be::.i·ev·ed: -in Bapti'st miB'adons, fo~ we want aU 'beLieverS' to Ibe Baptists ad: the 
New Testament sort. But the Home. Mis'sion Board has 'alloWied itself to 
become a mere tool 'of MoM·aster. It muzzl-ed it'S ,m;issioDllJries and .readjusted 
the muzzle after the Ia,st Convention. TMs' .i:s intolera.b1e foil'i ,men of f-ree 
spiJriit. The wiJthdraw.a,l of grants' from c:eT'ta:.i.n ·churches is' a sma;U matter. 
Thie Board has had. ·to do that ·for various r·eas'ons aLl th.rough Its history. But 
it is a mistake to cal,l the Board of: the new mi.s'slionary soci-ety 'an "QPposing 
BOlliI'd." The nelw. Board wiill not 'comJpete :with ·tlhe old' BoaI'd' art. .anY' Ipolint. 
Some of the chul"ches whJi1ch the old Boa,rd cuts off the new Board may be 
com'pelled t() Ihelp. But oth·erwdse it win seek to do work where no Bap:tist 
W'itneS'S' is now ,being given, and ~ all !l"ep(}rts ilrom 223 Church St. are true, 
Il!Ild the Bouds' of :the Convention aTe IprospeI'ling ftoS' never before, th'e new 
Mi.ssionary movement wBI only mean moOre IBaptiSt churches. 

Had the HOIlIle Mission Board maiontalined its ,ind'epend·en,c·e and. refused 
to weaT McMaster's yoke, there· w·au1d ihave been no n'ec-essity to wilthhold 
SlUpport, but as t!h-e' case s·tands, every .doNa'!" oentl'u&t-ed to the Home MiLS!Sion 
Board onny >strengthens its hand·s to brJng other churchoelS inf.o subjection to 
l\l'CMaster. 

Wlhen we came to Toronto .it :was the pr,eseIl!t ,Superintendent of Home 
Mfission's who ionformed us' of tlhe I'~vlliges of Modernl.SJm in McMast-e~, even 
namin-g the men .chi61ly !l"6:S!Po-DS'i'blle ,!lor its de·fense. We love Bro. Schutt, 'W16 
beliieve he lis !personally ,S;OUllld! in the :fiaIth, but he has m~s.S'ed. a ~ea:t oppor­
tunity: to saYle one d.epartmenlt of our WOl"~ fro.Dll the general .bllght. We 
repeat the witbdrawal odl gra,nts is not an ,i-Dllp(}rtant matter; 'but Wihen: the 
Sup-erintendle·nt anterferes w~th a chureh's affllli-rs to the extent of adY'isiIllg its 
ofllice11S' to ,S'eCUre ,the .pastor's resignation in order to preve·nIt it fTom j.oining 
a certa"in misS'i"ooa;ry society, he co·mmits his Boa;rd ·to a 'oourse wMch no tnle 
Baptist can eithe:r supporlt or defend. . --'---

A CORRECTION. 
In our lea.d.ing a.rticle la·at week entitled, "WhILt is now the Great Issue?" 

On! pa·g·e six, an eITor WlIrSI madie in the re.solution quoted. 'Dhe arUcle !Was 
-dictated 'but 'W,as not reBId·. The !p8Il"agraPh, in'cluding ·the res-ol-ution, sho.uld 
haY's .r-ead as' follows: 
~aving J)'!lcked the ConveDJt10Dl wdth proxy voterS' (they.dare nOit teU the Batptist 
publi·c wha.t 'proportion of vof.1es cast for 'MoMaster came from Toronto), they 
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passed a resolution d,oing lIIWay with pro~y v{ltes for tohe futu-re; a.nd {In the 
mornln-g (),f the iast. day of tthe Convention, !When certaln.ly not more -than four 
hundred· delegates lWere present-iWe believe 1t wOI\l·ld· bl! well wi-flh:ln ,the Itrutil, 
from. all reg)orts -received, to say there were not over tihlfee !h.undred-=a. resolu­
tion !WaS SIIIJIld'W'iehed in Ibetween many other formal V'Otes 'Of thanks, a.n-d resolu­
tions on ~l"icotics and 9ther :perennial subjects, In tJhe foIolowlng t.erms: 

ResoLved, that this -Convention. request the Executive Com.mJi.ttee ()f the 
Convention to 'C{),nsdder ,the resalutIion {It th-is Convenltion reB'Peotlng the 
qualification of delegates aool {lther similar resolutIiolloS of wh-ieh notice may 
,have been, or shaH -be given, together with tohe IProvisions {I( the 'Pr.esenlt 
constIitution respecting the membel'Sh-i-p of churches and deleg8jtes in thds 
Conventionl; 

And that the Executive Committe dmft as recommendationIS' to the 
Con-venti{ln !SIIlch amendments to the written oons.titution illS seem· il'easono­
a.ble a.nd des1raible in relation ,to this subject matter, and that the Execu.tive 
Committee is! herelby given -authority to apply for aDid secm'e any ELm-and­
ments !W the Aet of Incor.poration of the' Convention necessary to give effect 
to such r-ooommendations; 

F:rovld,ed that no such recomm'enaati{lns o,r amendments sha11 be mlllde 
effective until ratiofied and ad-opted, Iby thde Convention at a future ;r.eguLar 
Dr specia.l, meeting; 

And that 'the ExecutIive Committee report to the -next m'eeUng ()If tbe 
Convention any. actio,n taken under tMs re'solution; . 

An-d that thios resolution Slhrall be 'deemed and accepted as notiee now 
-given to the Oonventkln of the Iproposal to amend the -Constituti{ln at its 
next meeting. . 

. We do not sUJPIP{lse. there were half 0,( the people who voted (or tihat reso­
lution, if they ·ga.ve it wttentIion at Ml, who Ibad a.DIY idea they were a.uthorizlng 
the Exe,cutive {If the Convention to IPrepare an amend-ment to the Oonstitution, 
-and have d-t passed thrOl\l.glh 'ParHa.men-Il, th'8lt It ml~t -come to the next Conven­
tion 'With the pl'estage 0( a measure ·l!.a.vlng Par-1lamentary awrov8ll, witihout the 
Oonvention itself being lPermiiflted to consi,der ,the ,terms -0( the proposed amend­
men-t." 
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GOLDEN TEXT .-"Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace" 
(Acts 18:9). 

I. PAUL AT CORINTH. 
1. Paul had the faculty of finding useful people (v. 1 & 2). A !bishop should 

be a lov-er of .good, men. A .teacher or !prea.cher or anyone- WIhloo would ibe a 
leader olf otJhers must learn -how :to seaT'Ch- QU·t 'peop~e: of ItaJlen.t and ;p.iety, and 
pres-s them into lSIerv'i'ce.- !We oShal~ learn more 0( thes,e qudet -believe'!'s, Aquila 
and iPrirsdlla, 'later. 2. Paul was not above living and working with tentmakers. 
In Pau'l'oSi day it was not CQ,nside.red, spe-ciaHy praisewoI1t:hy to live ,blY tJhe s'W·eat 
of so,melbodoy else's :brow. Anoy 'hones't e'Il!IPloy-mtent is honol\l)l"able. S'Ilol"eJy th-is 
should- te'aich us- that it is not dHlicult for a man ,to work w:ith- bois head and his 
han-d-s 'at the S8;me time. 3 Paul wrought with his hands on week days and 
preached on the Sabbaths. He 'had n:o IDlIissionary society ibe-hind- Ibdm. Suoo 
societies have, the.j'r -pIa-ces and, -it is weH that their -funds should ibe supported, 
but ther:e 'fs a IPlace a!Js:o foil" ind'iv.iodl\Nl1- .ini.tiative in Ohr:ltstian WOl'!k. and we need 
to. :get ;back to the inexpensive w8IY {lill -carrying. on ,mdssionary {I.pe;ratio'lllBl 'W'hiC'h 
was characteristic of the apost{lUc period' (v. 4). 4. ,The gospel is an eminently 



14 -(1138) THE GOSPEL WITNESS Aip.rU 28, 1927. 

reasonable thing, and havmg the scriptures of truth as a Ilounda,tion, Paul was 
fond ot arguin,g the 'Point to. sihow that the gos.'Pel! of Chr.islt wa& +in full a.cco,rd 
wd1Jh. the' Old Testa.ment !SIcriptures. 5. A significant phrase: Paul was "pressed 
in the spirit". Th!s se,e,IIloS to 'be somewhat aJkin to a s'Dmilar ,e~pres:sion, in the 
sevell/te·enth e'ha:pt'er 'when at Athens we are told, 'Pau,~'s "'SlPiri+t wa.s stirred :in 
Mm!". Wlhen a ,teaciheT or ·a :p'reae+her doee.ply Ifeels lhiis mes'Slage, it is likely to Ibe 
effective in its+ deliv,ery. 6. Apparently Silas and Timotheus did not join Paul 
in Athens, but came from Macedonia direct to Corinth. Pe!l'hwps the're is a 
lesson ihoere. As it was necelss'ary for Ba.rI1IIjbas to .g,et iO,ut ,f,rom +the s,lJ..adow of 
Pa,ul, so it may ,hav·e been n-ece'ss'ary fOor Si;/a.s an.d Timo:theus to do some work 
independently IQf Pa.ul's .p.resence. 7. Here again the Jews opposed. The peo.ple 
odl eJliadted re1i+g';ous PTivileg.es, were in olptpOsition. and :t>1as.pheom+edL How often it 
is so! The people one ilD.'ig.ht rea.sonably e:xopect to recedv,e Christ beclome His 
bitter en,emies, wlhile the people W.ilO sat i.n Igreat da:rkness, Isee ·a g.reat light 
(-v. 6). 8.' How terrible the sentence, "Your blood be upon your own heads". 
It is not lloSISilble for the igOB'pel ,preac'her to oolIIlllel acceptance of Illis gos+pel. 
He can wt 'best he but a witness, 'and if men. will not receive his meSlSoa'geo, thedr 
bloo.d -must ,be UJpon theiT own headls. Th'e +gIOSpel is a savouor oit death unJto 
death, when Lt is not o~ Hfe unto Bfe'. 9. Notwithstanding there Is always some 
elect soul who will hear the Word. In ,th~SI ca.s.e it "'"la,S a man call+ed~ J,ustus wiho 
woI'sMpped God, and' whose house was next dooil" to Ithe syna,gog.ue. Wihat an 
extraord'inary circumstance! IS'O often, it 'hoaJppens that ·the lpeople next door 
ettiher d·o not come at all, Oil" eLSIe are a.l,ways' la;te, and ,have bu,t little ,interest. 
But Gad' alwwi'lf' finds, spmeone to 'respond. Tihi.s is, so ion a Sund!ay ,SchooL ola.ss. 
How the scripture a1W1aYs emph:as·izes the ,che'erful 'sod'e of thing,s! Is a teacl1,er 
ddlSicoUTag·ed on account of the atti+t.UJde IQIf scholars wh(} come from reliJgi().us 
homes? That 'may Ib'e, ~'Ilt ,by God's good' g,race there is alWiaYs someone li'ke 
Jus,tus, wOOiSIe hear.t wiU :be opeued to re,ceive the :too,th. 10. The chief ruler 
also Iielieved. "Not many wi'se men a.f,ter tJhe lleSlh, not ,many IlIllighflY', n.Otf; many 
nolble, are calledl"" ib'\l,t there are alw'ays some, and for thIs we may ,De than'lcf.ul. 
.11. Notwithstandiing teachers and preachers must find their chief encourage­
ment not in their circumstances, nor yet in their hearers, but in God alone. 
By ,lliis ,means was Paul encou·rage'd. (1) God' :blld'SlIh.i:m, not to ,be afraid. Wih,en 
God ~hI!s 'Il!S eXieI"cise couraJge, He always insp.lores the grace He OOInlIll/ands. (2) 
The Lord assured, Paul that +His pre,senc,e wOlllld !be ~hli+& ·proteotIon·; Hi a,m with 
thee, and' no ,man shaH set on thee to. ihurt thee'''. Iif. we :have God wrl!lJh, 1\lJSI, itt 
matteI'+s little Wiho may Ibe <l+PlPosed to us. (3) GodI halt a 'p'll'l"pose o+f +g1I"ace .in 
many Hves in ICorinth. Aithouigh as ye.t the'Y'tha'd noe oonfess:ed .faith in, OhiriB+t, 
He ihiad ilD.uch people In +that city. Th~re Paul c(}ntinued Doll' a year and: a half. 

II. THE ENEMY SHOWS HIMSELF IN CORINTH-Vs; 12-17. 
Tlhe adoOtfnesLS andl attempted! neutrality of GalHo, the deputy, is very sug­

ge.s.Uv+e. The Jews u'Illioted to mak·e tro'll!ble, to IStior Ill'll the +WJhole city a.gainst 
Paul, ·but Gamo refill sed to be. drawn illJto the controversy; ihe declared the s'IlJb­
j.e.ct of thei'!" dispute w,as' entirely 'beyond! 'hiS! !provinee, and they wouldl have to 
settle it :for themselves, but notw:i:thstan,d,in,g., ihe d,id' not prevent !them' lIlrom 
beating' the orule'r, even 'bedloore ,Ms jlUJdgment seat. But suoh, neutrality, oowever, 
reacted', ,a.s it always does', 'll'p(}n ~he defenders of the £aith. 

III. PAUL· PAYS A BRIEF VISIT TO EPHESUS. 

He takes ·hi.s new-foundfrJimds, 'PrisdHa and A1q'llHa, ,WJl,th 'him (v. ~8). He 
met with good re,ception, and found a OOIIlJpany IOf 'PeQ!Ple who weTe ih'llng,ry +for 
tihe trou:th·; ib'lLt Iha ving d+eterm+ined to Ibe at JieruSaJlem for tJhe feast, he'de'Clioned 
to stay, but IProm'ised: +to Teturn ,tJO :the,m late·r. ' 

IV. PAUL VISITS ANTIOCH AND GALATIA. 

The pl'aces visited we.re 'Caes+itorea, Antioch, Ga.latia, and PhrygiJa. Here we 
haNe +swgges'teld the attracUon of Ohristian :felloW6h!'p,-wherever there 'WIIIlS a 
company otf !believers, ,the a.postle deHlgih.ted ,tic @(). (Hils general IlJUol'lPose, ihow­
ever, was to +Stren'gthen allol the d+isciples. This was and! ~S1 'stiM a much-needled 
m;inoistry. We do weH to TemeIDIber that the enetmlY is ever a.broaJd dOgtg-ing ;the 
steps of 'WIea;k and lY'().uthiful saints. Let IBull/day SlcihIool ,te.acheros 'pay !heed: Ito 
th'is, and! con.side-r ihow much of .the Ume of the g'reat a;posUe 'was spent in 

J 
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jou:rneydn,g, ·llrom ·place to ,place fu.r the !SIpeC'ial .pUl'!Po·se ()If con'firming the souls 
of the saints and strenlg.tIheninog ,tlh'e discipaes, 

V. HOW AP,OLLOS WAS HE~PED BY LESS CONSPICUOUS DISCIPLES. 

. 1. The special characteristics of th'ls remarkable man are worth studying. 
We aTe told' 'he was eluquent, ,m.ighty in the ,S'crllptu'l'·es·, -instructed in· tJhe wa.y 
of .the L()ord, iferven.t 'in :s.pi·rtt, andl ta.ught dUdgently. Oilie ,IIlIilglht suppIOse !he 
would ,be a very useful .man. Oertainly he ·had qualities Wlhich promi!s<ed'lg:l'eat 
things. His on'e defect wa.s a delfect of .knowledJg,e, ihe knew only the ,iba:ptlsm 
of John. As yet the 'g.reat n·eWISi 'Oif ,t'he cI'lucUixIon and reSIU'l"l'I8ction of OhTist 
had not reachedl Ib.im, lbout like Cornel,i'llS, he had 'foUowoed :the giJ.oea.m, an·d he Ib.·ad 
believed' all ,that W·a.oS given hiIIll to b·elieve. 2. If Apollos had not made use of 
the knowledge he had, he would never ·have rece'i,ved more. We mus.t alt} learn 
this leSISOn. 3. Aquila and Priscilla did not criticize or find fault with him, bu,t 
instan.tly .recognlzed, his defe·cts oil 'knOWlled!ge, and oibservinrg his s.pirit and :ruis 
attitude toward: tlhe truth, ",thery took Ihoim I\lIIlto t1hem, and expounded unto him 
the way of G.od· mom petrtf,ectly". This done, ihe ,became so mdghty a. man that 
h,e is laJteT clas'sled with Paul 'and ·Cepihas. AlIld when he left Ephesus the 
bretlhren w.r.o,te eJdhor.tlng the d,i'sclples to 'I"eceive 'Mm, and: Wlherev·er 'he went 
he too 'PIl'oved! a he.pe'l' of those Wlho IbeHeved, allid m~g.htily convineed Ibhe Jews: 
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Comments by the Editor. 

PETER UNDAUNTED BY PERSECUTION. 
Acts 5: 17·4~ 

Golden Text: "We must obey God rather than men."-Acts 5:29. 

S. THE FURTHER PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH. 
1. Religious naturalists oppose the supernatural. The ISadducees ·were ;the 

nabw'alwts 0If their day; they saidl there Wasl neither allIgel, nOT spirit, nor reSiUT· 
Tectio·n. TlhetY 'W'eTe eswecialHIY antllJgoonis·t:ic toward tJlJ..e doctrine of the resull" 
rectilon of Ohds:t. Su.pernatu'l'aliSllll' aTIgIUes the ·sovereignty of Go·d" to this, the 
natural man always o·p!poses. ,h·i-mseLf. The angel opens the !pl'ison dOOM. The 
Heald odj the iC:hJu:rch ihas declared! Him·sel,f to ,be "he thlllt o.peneth" and! no· man 
shutteth:; and sh'llttetlh, anid n:o man opene·th". There is no dOlQ'l' to Wlhiclb., He 
has not tJhe IUll8.ster 'key; no comibina.tion oil m.en and ·d'evils can shut a pre'lIJcher 
i11l jan ·when the LOTdl :wants hi-m to !be in ,his pul'pit. 2. But He never opens 
the prison merely for the sake of setting a preacher at large, but always lib· 
erates him for further service (va. 20,). 3. They took the first opportunity to 
do as they were to'ld, and early in the morning they preached and taught. There 
is a spe.cial advantage Ibelonging to the morning 'hours. 'It ~s weJ:I too remember 
tha.t: Wle are nKJot ·called to a ldIfe of iodleneSiS and ease, !but to a life of strenu· 
ons lalbour.· 4. The holy humour of the Bible (vs.21·25). When re'ad with spiri· 
tual ·d\is·oorlllIDent, these verses· are full of ohuanou:r. Observe the d'fl.::,"'Ilifie·d! reli· 
,gious officials aff,ectillig the aJT.est of the PTeachers ,an·a iPutting! them in jail'O'Ve'l' 
:n~M, whdle ,tJhey retire to res.t, in. or!der that they may !be !liresh foor tlheir 'V\"lQoTIk 
.0£ ipE!i'Se~tlon in tIh~ morndng!. Then' the oou'n'cil 1s call1ed· together, and aU 
the sen·a.te of the IChildren of Israel. and they.taike theiT Iplaces' ·w'i,tlh all dIgnity, 
a.nd isend .for t'he ~risoner9.. Presently the 'Offrears return, and they reporb <the 

. pdson in the same plac·e a·s it was last nilght, the !prison dOOM are safely slhut, 
the .k,eepers were withou.t stan,ding at the doors, au!l of thElllIl', woe ·may a's1!lUJme, 
dign·ified anld proud. elf' their office-lbut 'wihen- they get wi,th.in·, they d'iscovered 
that they had Ibeen ·keeping guard over an eiIDlpty ,prison, for the !prisoneTs 'WIere 
not theT·e! [t Ls nut idiiffi'cullt to i,magine tlhe consternati-on' expr·ess'edi in· tIb.~ 
coun,tenances of the coullIcH, nor Soul'Iprisinig .to Tead tJha:t "they doulbted of them 
Wlhereunto ·tMs ·would! gTro·w". And while th6/Y' are s{)lemlllly deHberating on the 
matter, some lOille ·comes in .to tell them that the· men whom they Iput in pr:i'son, 
aT,e d:()own -in the Temple ,preadbinrg an'd teaching the Ipeoiple! This Ibdt of in • 
.spired !humour wlh.ich nas i-~ it a dash' oil Divine -irony, is ~ut an anticLP8!tion of 
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tlha;t day 'wiheJll ''!he that sdtte·tJlh in the ih,ea:vens sha'LI !laugih". 5. The enemy's 
unwilling confession. They. complained :t'hat their cOIIIlmand 'had: ibeen idiS'Olbeyed., 
ami that theY' lhad filled Jenusalem wilth ,tlheir doctrine, and were ,bri·rig.ing. this 
Ma;n}'s.lblood u'pon ,them. Tihey ·~e utterly l\l!Ilalble to 'llndel'Stand W1hy the COlIll­
mand of suoh im'P()rtanit .peoplJe sihould, be ddsoo,beyed! And there are stiLl many 
who ipIl"elSlUID!et to cOiIIl;DljIlJ1Id the consciences ot ootlhe«"s. In this confeis:slion,' a 
gu-ea.t tmoth is i'ID!pilied, that they 'WIho receive not the cleans'Ihg, W1h:ich the' !Blood 
of Jesus offers, \roIUJ,d share the ·guilt o£ those who naoiled Him to a tree. 

II. THE RESPONSE OF FAITH. 

1. These preachers declare they will put God first: ",We ougoht to oIbey God 
ratlher than ·men". We ihave' h-ere the ,princi\Ple of an joytfluI idViirug .and effective 
service; we mnrst 'put ,God belfore 'moe·n, Ibefuore ltJhe w:orld·, and Ibefo·re ,t·he tl1hinlgs of 
the ,wlOl"ld. Tih·is is 'tihe sl\l'preme con·sideratioD; of a trne Ohristian,: "We QIUglht 
to obey God!"; for it is not enough that we !profess to love God, that we join wit:h 
·tihose 'wih,o profess Ito wor.Blhi,p God; ou:r SllllXreme dUoty is to oib·ey GOod. 2. T·he 
preachers' message: (al) ObiS'erve th:e1r further eomphas'is upon th'3 resurrecU!on, 
in contrast with man's attitud'e towal'd Cih'l'ist; !by IlII8.n He was hantgedJ on a 
tr·ee; Iby Godl !He ·was Taised: up. ('b) .christ ,has lbeeJll exalted :bY' God's: rioght 
hand. The exalotation of Ohrist is; IlIOt dependent upon the effoll\ts of :man; "Hi.m 
hath .God emlted". God:has 'SIOVeT·eignliy ,determd.ned! to glorify oRis, SI(),n" and 
in Sopite.OIf alli human' O1lIPosition. !He i,s iby the rjghot ·hand of GOod exalted'. (c) 
He is ,exalted! ";to ibe a Prince and a Sa;viour". He couqd not oboe a ,S'av:ioUlf wdth­
oU't !being a 'PrilOOe; He saves' hy conquest, He !bring,S! men in100 a.~berty !by wlb­
du~ng them. (dl) He' giv-es re~ntan'ce arud forgiveness.· Repentance is a Di­
v,ine 19ii.f.t; moen. 'W'il~ n·ever :repent until otJhey see sin in God's' Uglht; nor ·even then 
will they re.penot until their W1hole naruTeS< are ·changed. Repentan(le involve!!' a 
recognition of sin illS 'sin·, a desire anod dieitel'minaUon to tUTn !from it: Repent­
an'ce is a prerequisite to .t;ol'gli-veness; amI boot'h are g.iiBts of the exalted' \Prillice 
and ,Saviour. Ren,ce '~Wlhosoever Slhall caLl on the Name ()If tihe 'Lol'd slhall'be 
saved". (e) Men axe caolled! into .partnel'Sihip with the Holy 'Spirit in witnessing 
to tale ·exa1taition of IChrist (VIS. 3,a). Before His· ascensdon He ·promdlSes: "Ye 
s:hall 'l"eceive jpower, aofter that the Holy GIhoost LS' ·come 'Upon you; and: ye S!h:aH 
be ·witnesse·s :unto ·Me". It 'is useless to witness to these great truths of th·e 
in·V'i.siohle realm oUIFle®SJ our witness ·i,S! energized '1J!y the test4mony of otJh·e Holy 
spirit. 

III. WHAT FOLLOWED. 

1. These relig'ious people were cut to the heart: "The 'Word' of God is q:ui(lk. 
and 'poWierfUll, and Slhar,per :t.Ilioan any two·ed,gOO swm"dr'. Men axe cut to' the 
hea.r:t wihe!Ilever it is ,prea;c-hed. On ,tlIe day of Pentecost we r-eaJd, "When they 
hea·rd 'tJhJis, they were prieked in their hea'l"t"; and when ;Ste!pihen was jpr·eadb.:ing, 
Hiey Well"e "-cut .to ttJhe ,heart". 'FaltJhdlll'L ll:reaching. is! a kinod of moral surger:y. 
'mlere may Ibe a pl8Jce if.o,r th'e soothing ,word', 'but .in te'achill!g anld ipr-ea.ch.irug, we 
should end'eavoll'r to get ilJoeyonod tfu,e ex;ternals' o,f life .and· penetrate the heart and 
conscience. 2. This cutting to the heart does not always issue in penitence; 
lbu:t when. ·men ,do not repent, they alwaJYs :become angry with the ,preacher. 
P,r:elllOhing the ,GoSlpel Is s'o,metim.es 'IIlli·s:ta;~enly regard'ed as a som.ew'h'at easy, 
and al!m'oiSlt effeminate OccUlpaotionl; ;but faithfulness ,i-n this ministry ~'€quiTes 
an heroic 'Blpirit-, for men are ne·v'er ind.ffferent towoard! a ·fa;ithful \'\Iitness: they 
either Il"eceive :his testim.ony, o·r bate ihi!Ill wIth a fee1in'g that is ·akin t() lIIloul'!der. 
3. Gamal iel's counsel. ,It :amolllll!tedi to a reco,m:mendation to ,a1IoW' th.ing's :to ta·ke 
th-eir ·course. He referred to 'ce:rtain ,h'iosltoriclll1' events as proYing. t!hJat oh,uman 
effions' oome ,to ID.(}ug,ht. On the .o:thler hand, he war.ned them that if it were 
o·f .Qod', they cO'Illd not ove'l'throw it. And it is true otih.aot 1fu·ere ]5' no ihou!IllJan or 
satani-c ,power 'tfua,t can stanld ,wgairu5't the purpos'es ()If God. God's ~pi1l'r,poses in 
the spi.ritual ,,~onld: are as irr,esis:ti'hle as are lHis la,,"s ,in the nat-ural Wlorld'. 4. 
They agree with Gamaliel thus far, that they desisted from further attempts 
to kill them; b'lllt ihavinlg ibeaten them., thEllY cOlllllmand'ed them' not to s,pewk in 
the nl8JIIle of Jesus. 5. The Apostles rejoiced, and esteemed it a signal honour 
that they were counted worthy to suffer for the N'ame of Christ. IS-o O'Il'glh.t we 
to do. 6. But so far from dimi'nishing their labours, persecution served only to 
feed the flame of fheir devotion; and they s·e·rv-ed their Lord' more zealou"Sil'y 
t:han ever 


