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IF ONLY THE LORD JESUS WOULD COME BACKI 
A Serm'On by the Pastor. 

Preached in Jarvis St. Ohur.ch, T()ronto, Sun-day Mo-rning, Fe:brua~ 27th, 1927. 
(Stel1Ogl'apilioally ·repOrted.) 

"And MePhibosbelh said unto oIIhe king, yea, let him take all. forasmuch as 
my lord .tIhe .king is oome again in pealCe un~o his !Own ·hdul;e."-2 Samuel 19: 30. 

~ 
VIEIRY :iIliterestdng ciha-pter of ~tory is connected wtlth tJh!is text: YOiU 

A 
Wi·1II reC18111 ·the story o.f DaVlid's grace to lMephf.boshet'h recorded earlier 
~n tlMs ibook. David had made a covenanit 'With hds fr.tend JiOnathan 
~n ·the days willen SIIIU[ was stAn king, iIIInd Iby fue terms of th8Jt ·coven­

= ant, David lhad promised, tha-I! he .woulodi not ICIlt off Ms ·kindness from, 
~ lSaul's Ihouse .for ever. Yelllrs passed, and: Da.vtd' cam·e .to ·the t'h·rone; 
--- and lin 'N!memibrance of his covenant dle dnqulred, '\Is there yet"any 

that is left of t:he house of SauL, -tha-t 'I. may shew 'hdm kin·dness for' 
Jonatlhan's sake?" And "'hey told him of one,,'MepihdIbos'heth illy name, who tived 
"in the house a;f MaQhoi,r, the 6()n a;f Ammdel, in iI»1lebar". :Mephtbosheth was 
lame-he was lame on !booth feet, not on one, lbut on Iboth, ail utterly Ihelpless 
man. But a ·man called ZLba W1lS 'commiSSlioned ·to carry the ·good news of the 
kin'g'.s grac.i'ous PlWPOse to MephibGSib.eth, and lMephtbosiheth was ,brough.t f.tO 
Jerusalem, and d.nto Ithe.presence of the king; and the 'kdng sa;ld to ihdm, "Fear ~ 
noc: ·for I wUil w'rely s'how thee kindness ~r JoIl8ltllan ,thy father's sake, BInd 
wdll ·reSitore th·ee a:J.[ ,t'he lan·d of l83,u,1 .thy father; and llhou shal-t ea.t 'bread at . 
my table conbinuaHy" 88 one of -the kin·g's sons. And !MephIbosheth 'd1-d obeis­
ance to ;the king and said', "Wlhat -is thy ser:va.DJt, ithllit t1lIOlU Sihouldest look upon 
81100 a dead dog as I am?" .Mepihn~oghetlh was ibroughll into ·the king's 'house­
hold, was made a member :Of the 'kiln.g's ifamiJijr, 'he sat daJi.oly aJt. oI:Jb.e king's.twble 
as one of the 'klng's. sons. 

But same yeaJl"S laJter ;trouble came .upon Israel, and A'bsalom Lifte~ .up ihds 
hand agaJinst ihis 'father. r.NLis ibr·iJJlia.nt, das.'hing, :young Absalom, a man of 
attra.cbiVe personal.fty, for a time seemed to ·carry 8111 Israel with him. Day !by 
day, news was ,brought to iDavid 'Of SIOme new delfeot10n f;rom hi's ra,n·ks: AMtlho" 
phel, the lrlng's collnsel'lor, joined tlhe collS!Pd.rators, and day by day Albsalom~ 
followers multIpLied, 'W'bi1e iIlhe people that we~ wi,tih Dand d!imdnisihed, ullltil 
at .last! they ibrougM h·lm t!b.e news Itha.t "1Jhe l/learts.Off the men of Israel are 
after AIbsalom". Then Da'V'ld left his clty, and, l:lke a Greater tihan Ih~ went ~p 
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the slope of Ol·ivet W'8e!ping as he .went up; Ibut saydng that if the Lord took 
pleasure in him, and favoured oMs TatUTn again to the city, He wou.ld br!i·ng ib.im 
baiok ,i·n triumph, but :if not, ,the wUl IOIf :t.'he ILord Should ibe d'()Ue. 

That was a time or testing in -Israel. 'Ilhere were some, 'hiOwever, wh'O stood 
true to the ,k.in·g: lBarziLlaI, the .r'.ich ma·n, provided ,tihe ilmn;g sustenance wh:i.ie 
he l'ay at Ma.'hanaim; he sent ,OUJt lhi's servants to mimdste·r· tor hlis master wh!He 
h'is IIlJaSter was in eXlille. And· MepMbos'heth pllllnned Ito dO tbe same t:hling. He 
comma.nded Zliba ·to ead,dle his ass, and to !pre:p8ll'e provisions lin a>bundan·Ce, tJhat 
he might follow Da.vlid intiOl exile, that he, too, might Slb.are tih:e 'kling'·s prl-vati'On, 
and minister to h;im of aU tlh8it 'he ha.d. .But Zdba deceived !bJim, and 'Went out 
to meet the king alone; and 'W'hen David &aIW Zilba. w:i.thout lM·ephilbosheith, ihe 
salid to Mm, ''Where lis your master? Why d1d not lMeplhiilboshetih come?" "Oh.," 
said Zi'ba., "ihe ·is stayling !back there in Jel'l1lSlW.em, and ihe 'says to-day shall tlhe 
house of Isorae1 restore me tJhe kingdom of my father. MepbJiibosheth 'has' turned 
tra:UO'r"! And: IDav:i.d, !being .o.n}.y a man, sead, "T.hine are /l/1;l that per.ta.ined unto 
Mep'hioboslhetih. Igdve yO'U M~pih.i·boshetJh:'s es;tate." 

But at last ,the tide turned: .AJbsail.om's fooroCeS were defe8ited in tJhe wood 'Of 
Ephrlllim, they were utJterJoy TOuted; Absalom ihlim.selif 'WIllIS slain; .the hearts of 
t:he men: of Israel, as ;by a grea.t spiriiotua1 rev-ivaI, were otu:rned lbac'k aga.in to 
David; and :tJhey began W V'.ie wdllh each otiher;in their zeallfur otIh.e kin.g'g iholl!OUl', 
an·d to compete with each otJher ~n tlhefuo activities in ibrJng!l.n;g ifihe king Iback 
again ·to 'his IO/WD. 'hoose. And when .tJh.e king ow8lS! r.eturn:ing, ''lMephiboshe1lh -the 
son of SWILl·, came dOwn ito meet, the king, andJ ihllid neither dressed 'his .feall, ·nor 
tr:immed tb!is ibelllrd, nor washed Ib.'is clotihes, from the day the king departed until 
tlhe day he came 8;g1Biln lin !peace." And; 'Wthen ihe mme, Ikdng David, l'emem'bered 
that h:oiul' of biotter dJisaP!P'O'tntment wthen the oOne he h'llld' Ibefriended W1II.S reported 
flo have forSlBlken hIm, and he w,d, "Wherefore rwentest ·noOt.t'hou witJh me, 'MePhi­
bolsheth?" And t'htis :was tJhe answer, C~y loro, 0 k:ing. mY' servant deceived' me: 
fOol' Itlhy servant said, '1 wIDI saddle me a:n ass, that J: may Il'id,e the:r.eon, 'llmd go 
to the king; beC8JUS'e thy :servant 'is Iame. And he IhatJh slandered th-y seJ"Vlailit 
unto my 'lord otJb.e Imng; !but my lord .. lIhe 'ki.ng ds WlI an angel! Of God!: do therefore 
wllllllt 'is ,good in tihin-e eyes. For al,1 of my f·/l/tihe1"'s !house 'WeTe IbU!t dead, moen 
before my -lQrd ,the kiing: ~t (]ddst ,th'Ou set thy ser:vant MllIOng' them ,t!h;a,t did 
eat at ,tMne 'Own tllible. Wihal1 right, ·tJherefore bve I yet IDOl cry any mMe unto 
thoe kIng?" And: the king, feeliing s()lJD.ewhat humbled :tJh'IIIt he had ,too Teadlly Us· 
tenedi to Z'i-ba's sla.:nder, saJid, "Do not speak to me any more Ilibout it; thiou and 
Ziba. divdde ·the land." "Oh," said M~boshetih., '':we wdn have 1110 quarrei about 
that; lell hdim twke a];1,!h.e can !have i£ all; I did iIlOt CIlITe fur ,the property, so iloillg 
a's my lord· the king 'is come baiCk oto hIis own !house ·m pea.ce--othaJt is wh!lot I 
wan·t." 

i shalll use th;a,t story of Mephd-boshetih's Ioyal,ty 'w mwrtTate what I con· 
ceive to be the ;ideal attitude of beldevers in the Lor.d! Jesus Ch'risb toward their 
rig.htful Lord and· King to-day. 

I. 
Fi'l'Bt .of aLl, WHILE :MANY TURNED THEm BAOKS UPON DAVID, MEPHmOSHETH 

STOOD ABSOLUTELY UNMOVF.D IN HIS DEVOTION TO HIS LORD. lot, was popular, a't a 
cerain time, to 'be oOn kbea.lom's side ib ibeca.m'e very unpopular to s!peak a. go.od 
WIOl'd for Da'V~d. The olea.ders IOf Israel ro,med the'!·r iback iUlPon the ·kling, even 
su·ah an one 'lIB Aihithopihel-Pr{)fessor .A:Mtohophel! the man IOif superior wisdom, 
the man :wIhose word /has been even as III divline OIl'IlICle!-even Ah:ithophel .for· 
sook Dav:id. and: aooepted AIb&a'lom as 'his ,loard imrtea.d·. It was a day wlb.en men 
considered itJhe1r own. dnteresit.s; when men were owHli.ng· t:o accept anyone as 
king. so ~ong as 'the king proVided them wdtb. ime/llt; at was a day when Plooicy 
Was EIUIbstlltuted fOT princi.ple, and: exped.tency for conVlLcfli'On; when men turned 
their ba.cks .upon the. traid.:itions of the jpast; when men CaJred notlh!ing f{)T wihaJt 
GOd !had lB8.id' res.pectl.nlg me O'Wn anotnted--ta.nd the multitude clamoured for 
Aibsalom. ,But M0!PMboe'hellh·, 'IlIJDlid 18.11 t.hds confusion, stood! -unmoved in !his per­
ilOJIiIll devotilon ,to hlB :r~ghHul ·lord- and king . 

. Surely, ~ forfends, tlhere is an an:aJlOgy here to pr.ese~y condd·t1ionB.· .In 
cltrtatn quarters iJt is lPOP1Jil'lllr to assume thaJt;, religlieusloy, nO'th·ing :redly matters; 
we musb !be "!bre/lld-minded"; we mu'St :be dh.aJrd·ta.blY'df,sposed toward all the 
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va.ry!lng views of :the day; 'We must 8ilIIi0lW OUBelvesto !be carried: 81bout illy every 
~i~d of doctrine; we must not be posi,tIve-;ceJ"'t.ain,ly we fDlI\lSIt not be dogmatie 
in 'Our views respeomng rellg,io,us ,m,,-Uers! "Be nl()t .rdghteous over much; nei,tlher 
make tJhysellf overwise: whY' shouldesl1 thou destroy :tib:ysel!f?" 'W!hoy oontend for 
the !faith? 'Why stand fast ;by ·the essen,tiaJIs of Itbe gOSlPElI? WiJar 'be 'Over;p8ll"t~· 
cular? waw not join wi1th bhe mu~tH:ri.doe? We1Jl, iWha.t is! YOU'1" name, Aihithoplh:Erl, 
or Mephi:boshetiho? iMephilboSlheth:was a;bso1utely u-nmovedi by aU the winds that 
blew. To him 1here ,was ibu;t one ki,ng:! lIlO other could ever sit U'PO'll the tihnme 

, with MepMboSbeit.Ih.'s consent, 'IlI0i other lh!lUld should wdeld iIlhe sceptre', no otiher 
brow should! 'Wea;r .the crown~he Ib.oad ibut one !kling, and bhat kdng was the 
Lord's a.nointed. God help UB, in !the ,midst of '11:11 .tb,e ahIIIInges 'Of .uhe day, ;to 
stand umnove'd dn 01111" !(IeI"SlOIla:l devO'tiil()n to ,tihe [;Ord J'esus Christ! 

'1 have Ibeen e.m.azed, ·dear for-lends, to 'Observe otihat even a;mong min,isters 
the 'llIpperm'Ost quesllion seems to 00, UWihat ds the d1ireotion in 'Whim I ,may rea.p 
the .1a.rge~ proftof.s? Where may I find the most oongenial ipOsdtJion? What 
company of lPOOiple wi,lll 'oontr:i'bute m'OSt to my !Pl"omotion? WdH it ipo8.y .to stand 
by 'the Ifadth? Does ifunliamenJta;}.i.sm"---d.1f .I may use a mnlch"hat'8d word­
"promiSe promotion, ,Wlol'ldJly honour, .posWion, and' emolument? I:f not, then so 
fll/r as I am ooncerned, I w:1:U: follQW Albsa;lom"! yet tihe 'Lordi !bas aliwaye !bIad 
some whQ, in ,tbe mid&t of dot MI, have stood; tr:uel to :tJhe wrd Jesus Christ. 

I have !been asked in: a gooeJi many plll/ces, ''Wbart, ds the !USe? 'WIhall prospect 
have 'We of SIIlecess?'" There was a d'ay.when d,t ;was an un'11SUail tihing to hear 
men question the Deity of Ch,rist; !it "MI.S unusual tQ Ib.ear :the crown-<r.l@lb.ts of tIhe 
Lord! Jesus d1sputed. [n a cUy Uke Toronto }'IOU 00llild go !tnto 8Ilmost any 
chu'1"eh and 'be sure of ihearing a 'WQrd! bhat ww~d ibe honour.i.ng 1.0 the Lord Jesus 
Christ. ;Now the ~everse de ,true. . 

I tlhdnk ([ wIli1Jl teli you a story wlhi'c'h iBro.ther Loney toldl me only yesterday; 
it ds 111ustrative of tihe drift even in iIlhe BaptdSit d~nQminaJI:ion. You know 
the st:and that: the ~tanley tAve. ChtUr:ch ihas mken !for :t:he Ifaj.th; and:it was 
reported that about fQrty mem.'ben were Ukely lIlo oleave lSta.n'ley Ave. Ch'lll"Ch. 
(As a matter of Ifact, I believe iit lis ooll'btful whether m10iril than a dozen wUI 
leave.) So qu~te recently acel'tadn person telephoned a :wel[-'known member 
of Sllanley,Ave. Ohul'lCih, and ttb!a.t person introduced Ihdmsellf as a memlber of 
the Unitarli.a.lIl Ch11l'dlr, the :First. Unitarian Chumb. of HamllWin. He &add bhey 
had been unable ,to carry 'On, they had: Ibecome ddSOO".ga.nizedi, -they had given u'p 
their I8erviee&--ibut tihey ihad read oflhat furty lPOOP1e 'Were !likely .to aeave S1lan'ley 
Ave. Church, and they 1lhlOughlt Ii;f Ibhey oou'ld get hl()ld' of t-he Ifor:ty, they m'ight 
be a.b1e to rejuvenate it:he UnitaTian Ohumh! And I 1IiIliderstand tihe Un:ltar.ians did 
hold a service, and ,tihey r~rted that tihey !had seventeen !BaJptistB dn .uhe Uni· 
taria,n service! (Understand bhese were not 'l"8!pOned as coming' from ISf:an.ley 
Ave.) Now thls Unimrian said thall, so far as ihe '\WI.'S 81ble to make out, Pro­
fessor .MarshaJl was a ,fine :fellow, an,d: very mudh: lin agreement witJh. tohem.. The 
Chancelilor of 'M.cMast:er and; ProfeSISOr IMIII.l'8haU enloy the '1"8.t'her unenv:illlble 
distlnclll.on .of Ibeing Ihdghly prdsed: !by 'Our lIleilg!hbour.m;g Um.tlllrian minister!' 
i: do not dharge bhe Chancel'IQr wtth Ihol:dilng Umta;rla.n vIews; IbD.t the Undtar.lans 
recognize that Ihe is leadillg !McMaSter University in their 4d'1"eoUon. 

That is tJhe dl'ii.ftof t1he times everyWhere, and we are &Skeet rwhat we can . 
do. I publdJ8b.edJ a few week~ ago an articte lllbout a ceTtam foreign mIssionary 
by the name of Fdelder. B'ome of you Ir'88Idi .lit in The GpapeJ WieneBB, and: Mr. 
Kellc.halm showed me last week a .zet.ter 'Which I am going to IlJIIlbl,lsh ibhis week 
from iMr. Fielder Ihi,mselif. The F1oIre'ign Mission <Board Ihad relpOrted: that alter 
six months at Newton Theological Seminary thols dwbtfll'l missionary Ihad !be­
come thoroughQy o1"tlhOd.'Ox~d 'I shal[ ipIlIbl!lSb. this rweek a .zetter over Mr. 
Fielder's own eIg;na,ture, to .the effect thall dt d's folay for anyone to BIlppose that 
he has dhanged, IOIr could change. His letter wdlll Show tihat a.U that he !had 
learned lilt lNewton was to !be !IIi little more oo.r~ of ih'is phTaSeoll()gy; :to use I\lhe 
language IOif Qrt.hodoxy, and' maike db mean the very opposite of what lit does 
mean! I oteH you, my ~ends, 'We 8l'e in a dJa.y 'WIhe~ Absalom is' more 
popular than Da'Vdd, and Wh~ lIlhe righlll of our !Lord: Jesus Christ a'1"8 every· 
'\'there disputed. ' . . 

'I say, II have !been as.ked again and· agadn, What lis the use? Oan you stem 
the .flid~? can you 'turn back ,the m'll:ltdtudes to God? Can yOu stop this drlfb 
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dn iIlb.e d·ireetlon of ,WlIbelief? 'My iIIiIlSIWer·to tlhat ds', thall; that is none 'Of our bum·.· 
ness: our ibusiness is ro Ibe ~oya;l !ld'ke lMephllbosheth. He could . not. figh.t, he 
oould not w·ie1d :tJhe sword !for ihlis ~ord, he was Jame on ibotih feet, he 'W'lIS de­
pendent upon lMs servant even .to be ,carr-ied to .the kd.ng; 'but I 'WoiU teU Y'OU 
what he could do, !he -could mourn ,the king's albsence. And :from the day lub.tat 
DaV'id left Jel"1lS8llem, af1.e~ the orJ.en1lal fasMon, iM:ephdlbosheth mourned: :he 
did not dress his ,beard, he ddd not change !h·is ·clothes, he bowed his head in 
shame and hIllmHiation, saying, lin effect, "When tJhe k.ing comes back agaan 
he wli:1l findtlha.t this heart 'Of mine is ·beating true to hiim, and· he wiH find 
that I ·never jo,ined wdt!h tihe crowd in IIIPProV'in·g of .A;bsalom; I have don!l 81J.l 

. that. :a POO!l' lame man coulld do, I Ih.ave m'Ou~ned .the 1Iibsence 'Of my Lord; and 
I will 'be loyal to ib.im th'Ough I 'go down :alone Ito the gIl"ave, weeping ·beca.use 
of h~s rejection." iMephdlboshellh was of woo a temp8!l', tha.t /he was wilUng to 
stand alone f'Or !his lord: Mephllbos!heth said, lin effect, ''lMajoriMes Sh,a;lol have' 
no ,i·n·fluance w,iItJh me. ·])f all ·the men of IIsrael' go aUer Absalom, ,there is 'at 
least one man ,wIho Win ibe :true to Ibhe 'king to the very end." Can you say 
that? 

II. 
WHAT WAS THE SECRET OF MEPHIBOSHETH'S LOYALTY? How ddd! it come ro 

pass .that .this lame man was so devoted: .to the kling? 
WeIll, in the:first :p18iCe, he owea everything to .the king. He Slllid, "An of my 

father's house were but dead men be1l0lre my I'Ol"d the king. I was left yonder dn 
Lo-dE!lba.r; 'On acoount of SIWIl's transgression I had forfeited ·the famUy dnherit· 
ance, I was leme .on both feet, J: 'W8B ib.ungry and ~:rtlendlle8S1; and the IkJing ;in 
his mercy !brought me from Lo-de'bar ,to Je:r:usaJlem, ~m poverty Ito plenty, 
from frlendles&nes:s to 'COmpaniflOnshdp wdth bJlmseLf, from being an ootcast from 
Israel, he made me one of tJhe "ldng's sons-and whatever other' people may 
say, I have mysel!f had BUeh a personM ~rience of the king's grace' bhat for 
me it shalilbe David! lOr nobody. Dav.J.d, and David ()n1y sIh8Ill ·be my kiing for 
ev8!l'!" 

.A;h, ,the .great qlllest10n is, What has tih.e King dlOne for me? I cannofl'1lD.der­
stand h()w any.man who has seen 'hJ.s own lost conditl()n, how an~ man who dn 
utter ·ba.nknLptcy of so1l!1 !has ·come to our David dn hls lameness, In hds Impo. 
tence, dn his utter helplessness, an,d !has received ()f the Kdn·g's bounllY, and has 
!been made a mem·ber of the Royal Thmi1~, sitting at tlb.e King's ~bl6---'I say, 
I cannot under.stand how any man wIllo has had a 'l"eal experaence ()f tIb.e re­
deemifng g.ra.ce of God d·n Jesus Christ, ·can -take any ()ther than lOne position in 
this dark da.y. Bub I am bound to say that 'Wihen I see men leaving DaV'id for 
Absalom, when I !hear men sayli;ng that one king ds just as good as ano1:Jher, 
and ()ne religion ,is just as good as an1other; tlhat we must learn wih'at we can 
from Bud-diha., and ConfucillS and all the rest I()f them, and till·a.t we must make a composite rel~gion, Iby combining these th.ings with Whatever is good in Ibhe 
Christian religion-I say, men wiho taJ,k after tJhat fashdon, can never !have seen 
Christ, they cannot 'have seen Hilm, they eannot !have tlllSlf;ed 01 the dM·ntles of 
His ,table, they cannot :have !been made flo &it i·n joyous, happy, ifelloWll'hill with .the 'Son of God!. J.t seems to me there must ·be a serious la.ck in 1:Jhe eX!pel'li­
ence of men who turn tJb.,us 'readn~ away from the Lord. Jesus ·Christ. 

Oh, y()UD·g pe~e, wihat has the Lord JeS'lls done for you? Has he for.given 
all .your sins? Has He satis1led the hunger of your soul? Has He clothed you 
in tihe garmenbs ()f His rlglUeousness? Ha.s He brought Y'OU In·to His ifamii1y.? 
Has He mad·e yOIll, n()t only a child, but if a child an heir of God, a:n·d a join.t 
heir wdth Jesus Qh,rist? Has He prom~sed that He ,w:l.U Testore to YlOU '11111 the 
lan,d of ISa'lll thy ifatiher? Has he taught lYOU ·t'O sing, 

'~In Hdm the tribes I()f Ad!a.m boast 
lMore blessings than their faith8!l' ,losb"? 

Has He rest'Ored ito Y'OU tIh.e years tillat the 'locust hath eaten? Has He made you 
Il'eally a prdnce of the blood'? -If that ·be so, cou:1d you eY8!l' wrn away from 
Him? J()Ihn salld, "Art thou he that sllouM .come, 'Or do .we loek lor anotiher?" 
'Ooold tih8!l'e ibe an'Yone else than Jesus ()n the t:hroo.e fo:r you? Oh, 11 trust n'Ot.! 
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May God .~l"Ibid thait anY1OO1e shall1 ever .take the place In your !hearts wQl.f.ch 
belongs to the Lord Jesus IQh·rist 'alone! 

,Mel,)MlboShoeth !had had such ex:perienee of gntCe, and rwas so dndebted to the 
kIng for his bounty, .that !he <!QuId not consent to aD.Y'OOle's ever taking DaVild's 
place. That, my If.riends, is tih.e foundation 'Of 'l!t all; othart iis what we need to-day, 
that ibeldevers snould be "·rooted a.noil: ibudlt up in nim, and stabllshed in the 
fa.ith, as ye have !been ta.ughrt." Tha.t W18.S the secret of 'it a:N. No one co11lld 
steail the !heart of lMephibosheth, IbeCOfl1Se, wibhout ~eserve, Ib.e !had 'given 'hds 
heart to Davdd, the Lo!l':d~s anointed. 

il'!. 
Then just a word ,or two 8lbout SOME OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF MEPm­

BOSHETH'S LOYALTY. What did! h:is 10yaJ..t;y ~ Mm ·to do? It led Mm to conse­
crate all Ms substance to Ms lord; 8IH thal1 Mephli:bosiheth ihad' d'n that day of 
:rebellion W'as given .to DaV'id:. DaVild did not receive it, but so far as Me.phi­
boIsheth was concerned, iIJ1l was gilven ·to ihim, fY'I,-eldedi 'lLP to !his service, just as 
.f.r:uly as was the substance of Bar7Ji!llai, th-e Gllead,lte. How !fair ha.ve ,we ,gone 
in our loyUty to Chi"lsl1? Is it lip.loyalty? Or does dt involve on our pa.rt any 
sacl"lHlce? Has ·the principle of the Cross entered Into 1OIIl!l." ~:ves? A1re we read'Y 
to Y'ield lUe Ltself for Ch,rist? 

_ [!pass 'l!ba.t to say We, that MepMbosheth's loyalty was superior to the in­
fluence 01 an unfaith/ul servant to the 'king. I &UPIPOse' Ib.e was never tr!led and 
te&ted so much as 'w.hen ZLba betrayed him. Zilba W18.S ltJhe evangeUst, if I may 
so pud; 111, ,through w'hoseminJtstry Mepibj!bo6ihetJh 'had ibeen saved. ThaJt ds to 
say, Zi'ba had been Da.vld's messenger to bring MepmOoshetih :from Lo-debar to 
JerusaJem; and yet, in Itbe !hour of trial, the very man who had !brought Lfihe 
message whdch had'meant. SSllvaUon Lto ihdm, turned! Ih:is baek upon him, and 
betrtayed him, and sl!ander:ed 'Mm. . 

Have you ever ;been lbe'trayed Iby a. illrlend? Have you ever been disa.ppoi,n-ted 
in froome loud .professor of religwDI? Have you ever seen men w'hG .perhlllPs ·have 
been mdnisters of l1he Croes to Y'oiUr own SOUil, !tum thedr !back upon ,the I;ord,? 
Wo..u.Id it have ibeen sUl'Iprising if MephllboShetih had said, "'Dhis ds the time 
~"hen everyone ,is featherting his' own nest, when eV9rY'One is 'COnsl·dering his 
OWlIl interests, this ds the .time when tlhe pd,ndple which seems to rule f!lVeTY 
one is 'Every ,man for ihimselif, aDid ,the Devil ta'ke Ithe Mndmost'. Zi,ba. ihas 
proved a I1raitor. W1hy should I S1tandi out done ~n my 110y·a1ty? Why should I 
continue to ma.ke saJCrifice?" Ah, 1tih8lt was n!Ot ho.w Mephi'bosheth talked, !be­
CLIII1189 it W4l.S not !how ihe thought-he '!mew 'hGW' unllladthf,W Zi!ba. had been, but 
Mephdbosheth .sadd, "That does not affect my peI'SlOLJlal ·relation 00 the Imng; and 
thougih everyone else shlOu.Id· prove {ease, I wloll ibe true."· . 

The mGre people we see Lturruin'g away mm Ohrtist, dear 'friends, LjJhe more 
determIned! we OULgtht Ito be tha.t we W'ilil,!Ilot turn. "'DOl ,wihom siIl,all ·we go?" ,He 
has "the wo·rds .of el1ernal Hfe." 

Then I thln·k Ws Is especiaHy ;worttJhy I()f iIlIO'te: MepMbosheth cared more 
for the 'king's person than for his property. For there was ailiOlther thdng thal1 
was stdU mlOiTe difficult for iMephd.bosheth to underBilla.Dld, an·1I! that was ·,the ,kLing's 
own arn;ion, even tale kIng seemed to be a parlly to Mep!hilbosheth',s sufferln·g, 
even Ithe 'king had: S'aiid, '':Th'GU an,d Zilba d1vide' fue ·IandL I have divlided: your 
Inheritance, 8llIdi the IWOrst eneIllfY you. ever had ·bas ,got ih'a.W of it. NGw. ,wha't 
are you goIng to do?" ''WeIJ1,'' said Mep!hii:bosheth, '~he {lII;R tI8Ike ,the other haM 
too. My devotd1o;n 110 Davi·1I! is ;not 'based merely upon: the millterie.l gaion fuM bs 
accrued to me from my connection wIth Mm. It liS true th-at willen I CIIJIIle ,to 
him first, I oome as a ihlu,ngl"Y man, and I ,was gra.te.fui1: for the pr:ovisiGns 'Of 
his ta;ble; !but as I 'Iived in hiis presence, I ceased 110 thInk 'OIf 'the ip8:lace, and of 
all 1lh2 good Lth:ings on the ,ta!ble, and: I fell dn love wdt!h the king hims~. Sinee 
then I ihave ibeen so in love with hdm., ilihat ~f he sihlO'llld ta.ke everything else 
away f'rom me, .If on,ly [ may ha.ve my king r shall be ha.ppy. Zilba !has half 
my property-well, he may ihalve the other halif. iIif he takes 811'1, yet: ,leaves me 
David, I slhall esteem myself to !be riaher then ever I was or cou[d be ·withGut 
h1m." 

. Ob, that Is 11rne Chriist1a.n IOY'8ilty and de"VlO'f;ion. I kn{)IW that, In the begin­
ning of our eXJperlience as Christians, we may ,thdnk much of ,the streets of gold, 
and of t'he jasper waLls, o;t f.reedlom from I)8.flIll, and the fact ~ there att"e no 
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eIm.dows there, there is BO nj,glht -there; ·bu,t as we go on witoh Him we come at 
last to recognIze that ·the ,chief ,glory of iheaven Is the presence of ,the Lord 
Himself. Then we can Sling as we do in one of our ihymIUli, 

'"Where Jesus is, 'tis ihea.ven there." 

Have you had! some d<iff.icult experience? Have you ,had some reveT'llE!S in 
'!business? Have you lost part of your property? Has Ziba. got it? "'QhI yes, sir, 
I tru.sted a. m:a.n--Jh:e WaB a Ohl'istian and I trusted him, yes, anll he IProfessed 
to 'be a Fundamental;J,st----iJluit ,he ,got the !heMeT' olr me, a,n'd, I have :been ra1lher 
bitoo.r ever since." Weill, jW!lt; 'keep your eyes on ,the Lord, and never mind 
Zi'ba, 1et him have it aU, let him. :have dt adil; if you ihave Christ, you have 
everything. And so lMephd,bosheth 'said', "Tihere ds only one 1ib.ling I ha.~ Ibeen 
-!dYing for, and ,that was for 1lh.e king to come. I wanted him to come lbaok, I 
ha.ve been unhappy ever since he ihas lbeen i&wa.y; .but now .thwt my lorr,d bile k.ing , 
·has come:to his own in 'peace, I have no desdre 'llIligraibified, I am satisfiedi, I am 
absolutely content. I lhave Mved .for only lOtD.e thing, to see the ·crown on his 
:brow agadn, to see him rdde in trl·umph bIlrough 1ib.e Sltreets of h·iS' capito,l city. 
Now .tha.t iIIe is come my utmost des1.re ils fulfilled, for I find my ihdg.hest good 
:in the king's sUlPremest 'glorry." 

, Oh, are YOIl1 among tihose who "JlOVe His appearing"? Oan you say, "Even 
so, oome, Lord' Jesus, 'I care nm what 'ila'P'PeI19 df on'ly tJh'e Lordi Jesrus wiil'~ come 
iba.ck ~gain. 'If He 'W!011!lid 'bub come back Ito His house in peace, ·if .I iCould see 
al'1 His enemies under 'HiS feet, II :wou~d ·be w.iHin.g to jlet every·thing mse go; 
and all oflh.aJt men oount g.a:in, !these I gladly 'COUIlIt -lo.ss for Christ." 'If I know 
my own heart, I WIOillld !rather have the Lordi Jesus 'OOIIle t,o-.dIay il:han an·ytb.ing 
else thwt could possi'bly come 110 me. I am longling for Hii.m to COIID.e; I OOllIfess 
someflimes I get tired wai.ting; Ziba de a!bU O!f a problem !to me-I! h8.ve met the 
gentleman. 'l iha.ve his addTess! IMy d1ffiiCU!I'ty is that. he beliOngs 'flo! a. nu-merorus 
fllllDily, tJIlere 8I1"e so many Zhbas; and the S01"ll"()1W of it ds, !he lWt o.n1ty calls ,him­
seLf an evangel!f,CIlil, bUit a i<'D.ndamenotaJ.·iBIt! ab" ,may dt Ibe our dall.ly prayer 
that we may never wa.l'k in his footsteps, !but ,thajt ;we may live iWholly for the 
Kine! -

We11, IIlrI.d you come !this morning :feeld-ng a bit down? I said to Brobher 
'Brownlee dn the study just now, "My mind; is just Iben.umbed: to-day, just de­
~ and weak..·' I :e'lt that iI eould not thtnk,' and 'IIlIW!It SIPeaJk! on ,bhat 
wihlicil ds nearest. tIoi my heart.. And ,perihaps 'wh'en the mind ds atagn.a.not, tih.e 
heart can spea:k. At a.ltl events, ·there ds only one ,th.ing I knoW'" il:here tis only 
one th,Ing I can teLl>-il lea.r I cannot teU you thaJt very weI'! this morning-ibut 

, I know it, and! I iknow .it is trrue: ' 

"'!My Jesus, I .love Tihee, I know Tihou arb mdne! 
For Thee all !the pIea.Sures of sin I resign; 

!My gra'<rtOous Redeemer, my S'aviorur alit 'I\hIOU! 
If ever I loved Thee, my JeS'lls, 'tis norw!" 

I 'WOnd~:r fie !We -oou'ldJ s4ng that h,ym/DI? It is not on the sheet, ibrut we have 
It. dn OUf' mJi.ndJs; let us sing U: 

"I ,love Thee, because Thou hast first ·loved me, 
And 'purch'ased my !pardon IOn Ca'Lvary's tree; 

I ·love 'l'hee ~r wea.rdng iIlhe thorns on Tlhy Ibrow; 
If ever I loved 'nb.ee, my Jeslm, 'illis now! 

'~I wiLl :love Thee in lite, ·1 w:lU ,}.ove 'I1h:ee i-n death, 
.Andl !praise Thee as long as Tlbou len.d!est me 'breath; 

And say when the d~th·dew Ides ooJ.od' Oill my Ibrow, 
'H ever I loved Thee, my Jes'\l!l, 'tis now!· 

'lIn mansions of g.lory and en.diless deldght, 
I'll ever adore Tihee in heaven so 'brdg;ht; 

I'U Sing with the gliitt.erillg crown 0iIl my 'brow, 
'If ever I loved Thee, my JeSIUS, 'tis now!' " 
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ebitorial 
THE FIELDER CASE AGAIN. 

By the courtOOsy oil! the Rev. R. T. Ketcham, of EliyTila, ·Ohdo, to whom: the 
letter ·was addlressed, jwe .puiblish hereW'ilth a metter fi"om Rev. OecH G. Fielder, 
a missdonary of the American For.elgn Mission Board to AsslI>m. In our aSlllllle ()If 
Februaxy ·3·rd we pu'bliished extenlSive e:x;cer,Pts ·oom M·rt. 'll'1eldeT's statemeJllt 
of his doctr.ilnal vdews. To 'say 4Jhaot the sta:temendl was "lSIhocldln.g:" to a g·re·at 
m'l1l1tlrtJude of Baiptists is altogether an und'el'statement elf. the facts . 

.one thin.g, !b.QlWever, m'llS't be said in Mr. Fielder',s fa'Vo1lll", in re'sope'OO ·both 
to ihis ifol'!m .. er statement, and!' his ·letter here puiblls'he·d: he:iJs relfresJh,in,g1tY 
fran:k. He ds, 'We 'SllIpipose, a young .m'an, ilJres1h !Ilrom: college. He lbegl!llJS his 
ca;reer a's a modemdlst outanid-out, and does not hesitate !frankly to SltBJte his 
position. We .llmOY expect 'woo schools as Newton Center, Orozer, 'Roc:hEl'!l11·er, 
Cihica;go, a.n·d others, to ,produce men who wtlll enter the mini'stry lWeaT·ing a 
modernis't COM. This, or 'OOIIWse, 'is due .to the gro.w'ing ,po,pulartlty 0tIl modern­
istilC vde'ws among !SID-called Bmptists, and 'WJh:ile such jpopular:ilty is to iIle 
regretted, nell !f,ranjlmess 8lSI Mr. Field'er's wUl ·m:aJke Ibhe tasik of iileIl>tification 
much ·easiel'. At ,present, oor difficulty lie's cl1iefiy 'W'lth older ·men who !began 
IllS orthodl()x preachers, ibut owiho, ·havi1!lg imlbilbed Unitarian vdews, cleverly 
di:sgtuise their cihanged poSitron 'by u6'illig the term\90 of or.thodoxy to e!X:press 
Unitarialll Ideu. . 

In the following Iletter we ihave ,prlnJted certain passages an bolil-4:aced 
tIy,pe.· ThIs em'PlhaSll's is ours, not 'Mr. ·lNIelder's. We have also nuanbered thet!e 
passagee, one to eleven, in tJhe m-argin dbr convelllience of reference in our 
comments which follow the letter: 

A Letter From the Rev. Cecil G. Fielder. ~'!.)"i--· i ". 

('rnle emphasis in It:he (ollowing lett'flr ·is ou:rs.-lEd. G. W.) 11, 

Rev. ·Robed T. Ketcham, 
819 Middle AvelllUe, 

Elyria, Ohio. 
My dear Brother Ketcham: 

28 Lenno·x Avenue, ,-- ; 
White Plains, N.Y., 

February 22, 1927. 

.1 am niOW IIIbie to rePllV to your letter o:tl Januwry 24tJh. 
1 Il"E!gITet ,that under the cireumlStances iI canoot see my 'W\8.y clear to 

comply with yuur request !for a copy OIl !the statement [ readl betiolre the 
.:Board, "Which was the statem'e·nt ·prevdlously lPl"esented, to the ordaining 
council. I already ha'V-8 met the most rigOlMi\lIS eXamiilDJation in· otihe council 
and ibelfoo.re the 'Board,-!prob81b~'Y' as ·severe aJ ICIl"os·s-ques.t'iooing as any 
jperson dn ·Ollor denomdnation ,has evei" 'h:a·d ·to s.u'bm1lt w,-in which all the. 
major ·pIOdnts oIf vie.w ~ our denomi'nla,tion, anil es\peclll>Uy 'Y'()U;l" own, were 
represented. Thill'S I have slUccess6ulltY :met aU requiTemen·ts, 8lIld !See '110 
Il"eason foil" 8'\l!bmiittii!lg to f.u.rther ques.ti:on~ng. I am 9tWe you. 'WIitB· rug·r·ee 
Wlitih m,e t'b.at it would !be in'toII.e·rtable t!b..a.t ,persons who already ha.dJ met 
the lTe·quir·ements S'hould !be called 1IlPOOl for lfurther qiU:estlOndlllg by any 
&elir-constitutedi grOUJPB. . 

Tohe Bo8.ll"d's statement was a summar·y of the ·ou·tlS!ta.nding poin,ts 
1 fbroug·ht out 'b(V' my paper and the IlIIllbSeq;u.e:nit que.stloniinJg.. Please note that 

you are mistaken in including the Virgin BJ:rth among the subjects l'I1en· 
tioned in the statement. Ai! I und'erS'tand dt. tit WaiS the Bo·arNe lPu~pose 
lin presenting I8IUJCh a detailed; s.tatement to say, virtuall'Y, "Here 1& a man 
IWho Ibelieves dln these IlUII>jor :POIlnts of t·he Christian &ith. 'Surely, regard­
less of differences among us, one who ·halds such a flaJith. lis entitled 
to an UlltIluestdoned .pl8iCe 'in our fe!J.lO'WshltP!' . 

·A B1:.8JtJemellit !d'ke the Boord's has on'8 disatdivantage, viz., ;th'li>t the 
speeific terms used are Bubject 00 various coD.St.rtlJ,ct;;i'OIIlS, l8ICCoroing to theo­
logical vl'elWlPoIinIt. But [ 'WIllS c8.1'eAful to use t.he terms as em-plcfYed Iby 
widely acce.pted! theolog'ian:s, andIro 'be so expUcdt as to my meanin·g that no 
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one couJd 'POssIbly' miwnd'er&ta.nd me. Tb'e resuit was that II ·was ~vour-
81bI'Y !passed 'lI!poJI. by iboth tihe oCOuneLl 'ano the Board, in the latter "Ca'Sa the 
actkln :being 81~1 Ibut: uD:anlmoUB. 

2 I should be amazed If anyone who really knew anything about me 
considered that this summary indicated any rad,lcal change of view on my . 
part. Read ·th·e points over a:gadn. (1) F.rom mJY eaJrliest childlhood :1 have 
'believed in "a person'lL'}., lholG" 'ILllO 10viDJg God, the Ood! and Father of our 
Lord JeSl\llS 'CbJ'ist". (2) The Trinity alSlo I !havoe alowa'YIS' accepted, a.1though 
I never had so Ifuol-l a ,mDlO'W[edge of Us meaning as niOIW. (3) Pre-ex:isteDJCe 
[ never had made the suibject· o:r speci'al stud!y 'ILIIlMl rece:ntloy" !but I found 
thlllt IIIl'Y eonoOOiPtiron 0If C,lmilst IbJa.d !been essentially at one rw:I,tih 1ll00me of the 
IID.l()st he~ul telllcMng o'n thdis sU!bj,ect. And Si() 4t goes, all the way dOlWU 
otihe U-st. When I had! op,pol'ltunUy to ,present: my Oha-isti"an ~a:i-tih in lPerson 
to 'l'-epresen,tative g;rou,ps Oif my fellow BaJptists, I won a favo'll'l'wbl'e ,respon'se 
'Wli·thl()lUt If,ail. And I am confident that I OO'llildi continue to do ,the lsame 

3 thilllg', a1lJy' t:i'm'e, anlYiWhere, provided the groups were truly representative. 
This has been my basic contention from the 'beglnnlng, that I. represented 
In ge·neral a goodly part of our denomination, and that If such were 'the 
case I could serve our denomination as a missionary in all good conscience. 
T,h'at 118 as m'll"c:h as any man oan s'ay. lNo m:iSlSdonary now on the field -can 
say more. -No moan can'l'eP'l'esenot otJhe vi6'WlP011lit of all Balptists, fOil" Baptis"ts 
do nl()t ire'presoent, and llIever hBive lI"61l1"6Sented a undiform: opinion, on matteI'S 

4 of doctrine. So long as a man can make a good case for himself on the 
basi's of the teachings and spirit of Jesus, such a case as would be approved 
by any considerable group within our denomination, that m·an has a right 
to serve In the denominational enterprises of the Baptist church. T-hd& is 

6 ID' accordance w'1th the geni'IIs of our delliOmfn:atioDl. We were conceived 
of the spirit of non-conformlty, !b·om to non-oonJrormi1lyj, took our ,ea,rliest 
steps in no:o."Conlfonndty, ·h8lve lllVad; ()IUr entn delliOomijnwtionail llOle jill. non­
'OOllitiormi,tJy, and t:halb in t!h,is late day amy. g·ro1llp ,w'lthln our denom1natlon 
shouad attellD.lPt to entlorce its .paJl"·llloolar \point or; view upon all members 
of our den:omofmJrution 8.i'glUes eithoer tlhe most lwmenta'ble ilgn-o'l'la.DlC8 {)if our 
denominational his·1:ioIry and' spl'l"iot or !lin even :moil'e lamentalble det.ermina· 
&n to dis:regard i1Jhat ih·fd!'tory and Bipirlt for the awke of Hm.dtiIllg our 

6 denomdnaoon·al tea'Chfng to o!ll.e ~arilcullla" jpOlnt of view). It is understand­
able that there could be a Fund'amentalist"Modernist controversy In de­
nominations which are committed to definite credal statements. But such 
a controversy In our Baptist church, with all its glorious heritage of 
freedom and its known history of the widest diversity of thought, is t'he 
greatest of anomalies. Willere Ba,ptios,ts are liv:'Jrug up to their Iprinci'ples,. 
ther,e is' no ,pla'ce 1lor such a thing. ~ tohe Baptists have ever stood for 
freedom of thought, and! the name 'We IIIlOSit delioglht to hoono'IIr is that oOIf a 
man lWIho suifered untold Ipain,s not for the el!lta.bl1sJh-men.t of a cllfurch lbodlY 
lin whdCh· one ,poiIll1J 0If 'V,ilew e!h()IUl-d prevlIIH, !but, rather a ,ehureho in ,whdch 
there should a;lw8iYlS 'be if.ree OIPpor,tun'i"by fO'l' gll"OtW·tJh and 'progreslSl w,ith'Out 
repl'O'lllc:h. 'ILlld lW'iobhO'l1lt th·a.t ,perseooti.on wh1ch u~ to ,his tim'e had a·c·com­
pan,ied every elIol't to lruunclJ. out i:n the .rree s,plrit iOIIlC'bJrdst. ToO ltihdnik -t'hat 
'We s!hould live to see :iJn, 0IIlIl' d'a'Y a section w.iot'iI.i'n. a 'Church so eo'n-ceive·d 
and f3IO d'e'di:cated' rllSdng :UP to cond·emn others a.mong tIl·em ;who ue oS'ervlng 
God in a·ccordan.·ce ,wi-t:h ithe provd91.ons oIf OU!l" very 1f0Uill,de1's, and attemptinlg 
:to dl1ive .f.ro.m ifellOlWlBlhip '8.1lIdi s'erviee .gooo,d Ba!pttsts with whom they 'h8lPlpen 
not W 8'Jg'l'ee! Woh8It eooll.d :be further from the s.plrit oIf Roger Wlilliiams, 
Johlll Clume, Isa;tC Backus" Hezekilllh :Smith and Ja.mes Manning? 

7 ·So I takoe my stan,d sqmurely on ,my Il'lightso u a Ba.ptist. Never at any 
time have I believed or taught anything which 'it was not thoroughly proper 
for a Baptist to believe and teach. Many thousands of Baptists now 
holding positions of honour In our churches hold ,essentially the same 
views, I am sure. My contention that I represent In general a goodly part 
of our denomination has ·been abundantly proved. T!he lBItaJtem.ent I WIl'ote 
iIn Assam !lJ.aosi !bem ll'eBid :by lID.any Baptists, .persons of lID.'aturi-ty amd ,experi­
ence mlosItly -conlS8'l'V8Itlve in :tlhdinJkling, and, to/gether iWlith a fair presen,ta:tion 
IOIf de ,WohOile situation, h:as gained the.i!l" wlho[e-sO'll-led: expressions Of . .con­
ftd-ence in IDl/y1 ,fitness and right to serve WSI BI missionary o'f OM denomina-

8 .tlon. Persons high In the councils' of our denomination have read It, 
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without my hilvlng brought It to their attention, and later have voluntarily 
told me of their approval. One leading member of our denomlna·tion told 
me that he could not but be In favour of my return to Assam, since my 
point of view so closely paralleled his own • 

.And yet, as I toIld the BoaTd, "I 1l"900gn'izedi the s1lortoom!n:gs of the 
pa.per; eSlpecia.lly when USedl iIlor 'P'IlIl"1X>8I99 other rtJhan those IfOIl" which it 
;was o.rigin'a1ly inteJllded. [can see ttbat sentences 'Were so ,ph'l"!l.Sed as to 
ibe o.pen to mdseontStruetilon:. 1- e_an uooenrta.nd also the diffiool-ty whi'C!h 
-persons used to a more formalJ. OT .technioo.l theological ~h;raseology 'WouId 
'have with my unteCh,nlcal ter-DliEI. [,was not used! to writing for w,ide 
re,ad!ing, and ip9T!ha.ps .took it too mlUch fOil" !gU"anted! :bhat othE!iI"S lWou~d read 
dnto terms tlle sam'e mteamngs tb.a.t th~ heIdi fOIl" me. FwrtheIimore, some 
of mtY lPOints, 'wlhoiile 'good', dt :still: se,ems Ito me, IS'O !far '8iS they :went, were 
not adequate pl"esentaJtioillS of the subjects tileY' !Were i1ntendedl .to ,cover." 

In th-e second p81per, IIL'POOI! lWani'ch the Bo8.l1"d ddsml!SIS·ed the theological 
9 char.ges a.gailnst me, iI trj,ad to remedy these delfeets. I used the accepted 

theological terminology and treated some of the subjects ,more fully. Bu,t, 
aIS I told the committee of the Board that waited u.p.on me, i feU that the 
considerable change mentioned in the Board's statement was rather by 
way of amplification and greater adequacy of statement than any rad,ical 
departure from the general pOij'nt of view which I had held before. That 
~WlcaUoiDI IW'aS sufil:cl-ent to malke ,cIlear ro lB'Ome 'W,nat apparentlY' had 
not b,een clear b9ifore and to satiS'ily them entilre1iy 8lS to the s~dness of 
the views I ihold. 

10 Please ll"em'9ID.ib9ll" thlllt lowe both my ordination and the dismissal of 
the charges against me to large extent to the vote of conservative people, 
who felt convinced after hearing me that there was 'nothing else to do. 
Many of my most helpful friends are persons of very conservative theology. 

[ th,iIn'k yoIU oa.n un~ then, my IUnwd111ngn-1l6'S to send you a 
,copy oIf the stat-eanent. To do 1SiO, dn the ilight of the action o,f the ord-aining 
council amI ;the Board w()IUldJ ibe altogeth9ll" ()IUt oil accord with BlIlPtist spirit 

11 and practice. As justly might I demand to know by what right you were 
functioning as a pastor of a Baptist church. ]i 'WIish: I ,m:t.g.b!t co~ly, 1IlBI1t is 
my constant lW.fs.h to !be g,enel"OIUlSl; but I a1ll'eatdy 'have ,gIOne as far as any 
man -oou:ld go dID: my efforfs to be loving and conciliatory. From st8.!l"t to 
:ftn.ilslh I -have not :been wmlJ1Jg to talke 8;JlIY oolVantalges to myself, and have 
assUlDlledi great 'lIdos-advantages. iI 'hav,elglOne not on[y!the "second mille" lbu.t the 
tenth IDlIlle, and more, I'DI one llon.g1 sustained efllarts to reveal the love t'ha.t 
anilmated me, dn th-e ihope that love and. iplIItience wouJ.dl S'Ilcceed In wdnning 
the h'earts olf B'Il'ch IllSI 1Y'0000,rselif, trOll" ·whom I Ihave- n'Othing but the lclnd'lofest 
ifeeli'lngs and to whose :rilg1h.ills as BlIlJ)tLsiI:s n'o one has 'ha.d: great9ll" rrgard 
than I. But 6'Ilcll foIl"beMaIlCe ceases to Ibe a v,i'l"t:u:e 'and! be,comes ISIin if it 
,means ultimatelG" Y'ieldlng, one's ,prlncllPiles, R'nd I ,believe that it has now 
come to that pollllil: wd,th me. How joyOUlS[Y I wl()uil!d fall 'in,to step 'beside 
you 'in the seniee Of the iSa'VlIour we !both [ove, res,pecUn-g, ytO'IlT opinlion 
and feeldngis, and. sooing. un,dell"Rea.th indlv.idtual diffierences one r.omanon 
devotion to Him -iWlro :is ;fjh,e iLoIrd of OUll" lives. [t talkes' ·Druch !gU"aclous 
fOl'lhearance to -be a 'BalptilBt, ~:r ~y the very nature of our church we are 
called! upon to accept and IW1Ol'ik :with- ~9'l"s:o'nlil 'WiIlo hold views widely 
dllVeIl'Igent firom our own. O'lN' denom-inalftQn is 1l1I.de'l"g.irded by a. gaGrlous 
faj,th in the gOOlllneBiS and accEl/P'flatbiLUy iQ'f _persons wlIro di.'ff'er. J.n, the a.blHty 
oIf breth-ren to dlwell togetlher illl: aani\ty under ,tnyi.ng ,cdroiImstan·ces. And 
I 'have h·ad experience ellO'Ulglh to 11mOW' t'hat .it -can be dune, through that 
grace !Which 11& "sufficl'ent" for 'Il'S', dlr we wUI !but give f.t lfulH sW'ay 1n ou,r 
h-eaIr1:s. I am ready; aTe 'Y'OIIl? My heart ds warm, my f,lIIce ilB' smiling, my 
Ih!ll.ndl!l Me outs'tretcood. ,Come; let's hoe it togeNler! 

SlnlceTely, 
You!1'l !brother In Ch,rist, 

(;S!lgn.ed) :C:EOIL G. E'IELDER. 

The Editor's Comments on Mr. Fielder'S Letter. 

In the folilowiD!g ICOmments !We l"efer to the :passatg,es 'We uve 'prjJnted in 
'blacl1: ty:pe 'in -Mr. FieldeT"s letter. Il'he nuanlbel\9l above each IPll,Il'ag>raph Il"e<fer 
to the nuan'b9'rs ,printed .~n ,f:he margln ,with 'Mr. E1f.eldler'l9 letter: 
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Number One. 
Mr. Fielder fmn.k!ly tells Mr. Ketcllam !fihaJt he ·was mista;ken In including 

the Vf.rgin. Birth as among -the subjects mentioned: dinJ >the 'Bollll'd!'s statem·ent. 
Mr. Fielder does not accept -the Virgin Bir·th, an'd therefore ·he does not acc~t 
tthe Scrdptures .wMch. eI-earliy set fort..h that dootTline as a ~ct. -Notwtthstand­
illig, he Is endonsedl; and charges ()If ·hold.ilng erron'eoulSi theo1o§lm~ vI·ews are 
dJilsm.!issedl by. a Oomnrlttee of the Ameriocan Foretgn IMoission Board. 

Num'ber Two. 
Mr. Fielder e·m;pha.tic·alI~ 'declare·s .h·e has not ra.di-cally c'hanged Ms' vlel"w;s·. 

Therefoa-e h1s statement, as 'publ:ilSihedJ dn ~'hls ;pa.per four weeks ago, 'IIlIUIst ibe 
accepted a'S represen·ting Ms preserut theolQlgi'caO. v,iew rwlith Imibstan'tial 
accuracy. 

Nu,m'ber Three. 
MI'. Fleld·er ie ·confidenlj; 'he c'an v.ilndlcate hds ,poSiLtion beifore a oompany 

0Jf Ba.ptl6ts any.wlrer-e, "IIJil"O·vid·ed the ~ ·were -ir·U!ly representative". He 
also declares that he has fi"om 1Jhe lbeg.illlDJing been a "1l"~Tesentative" Baptist 
-th'at is, representaJtive of vi'ews iJI.eld 'by a -large nu,IDJber of Ba,ptists, a.nd 
therefore "OOIUld I!i6rve OUT denoiniinatiO'Il: dn a.ll good ·conscience". 

Number' Four. 
Here 01B" f~iendJ _~IJ that 8.IB long as a man 'can m-a:ke ()IIlJf; a ,gJood calf'te 

for Ihlmsel;f on the lbasds 0!Il th·e teaehdngs anld! spi.rit of Jesl\l"s-(this 16 IPUIl"e 
Unibarliandsm--"'the tea.clMngs and' sIPi.rit [smaLl "s"] of Jesus". AJrea.dy he has 
set aJSdde ;the lWthority oJt iScriptwre on the vir;g.itn, ,birth Olll Christ), and can 
secure the aJPIPl"Oval of "anlY ·cons-iderwbne g.rou'P"--'he has a rfgih·t "·to serve 
.in the' denoaninati"onal enter-prises of the Baiptfst ChvClh". 

An.dJ what ds "the Be,pt18't chureh"? Strilctly lIlIPealclng, and historica:ll:y. 
~i1sts all"e not, an'd n'ever have been a denomination, dit by that is meant an 
e.celesiastical ooganlization with· centnJ.ized aJIlthor.ity in 'wlh,ich the- 1ndLvidJual 
church il!' 'bu.t a B'Ulbord~nate .part. The local cooroh is ·the atLI-i'IDlPOTtant el'6'lI1.'eiIlt 
in BalptlSt enterprises. iF.riie·nd ll'ielder's eoolestoilogy is lIItte'l'l:y IImbaoptistie­
the wonrt that could ibe midi of it is tha.t it is as unSC1"iptuTaI', an·d thereifore 
8.6 unibapljistic as Ihds theology. 

Number Five. 
'"We were conceived oil the 'l!lPiri·1l of non-confOllUIllity." Non-oonform1Jty 

'Wiith 'What? 'Imes Mr. F~leld:er ooDJcei'Ve of the BIIlPtist gen.iulir as a kind of 
rellg1ioU"s ibolshevism: which ai-m6' at th·e destruction of eveny' estlllblished, ord:er 
i!D. the un1ven;e? lISI a BllIPtist a nOlllrCOnlformfst in the sen'Be or reifus:fng to 
conform Ito anything and eve1'G"tJh.ing as OIPPOS!fng every object:i!v"e standard, 
and as ·being; 'IL law unto himself? Thds Is .not the Baoptist genius~ tMs is the 
gendus,-'the very eE!8elLCe of anarchy, it is nO'l: non.conlformity in the ihi·stoTii:c 
Balptist lS'6nee, Ibut s'heer l8JWlee;s,ness; and Is ()If the 'Lawless On·e, An-hldhrist 
'himse·lif. Ba~i"sts ·have :beeD! noo.-conformdsts in the sen'Se of elllli,IDJiIlJg' the 
right -to .belDeve and oibe:y the Scri!ptu~es. and of ~fJing to oonJfol'lIll to the 
requirements .of .the sta;te in matt-ers' of reli®lon. Non..coniorm'ity never did 
mean that Baptists 'Were kee-.th1n.1rers, devoid o'f anoy db1ective stan,dlard of 
tru1Jhi. M.r, 'Field6ll" ~s IllS unhiiSlto·r:leali as he 119 u.nibaptilStilc and uns·criptura'l. 
He had better study -the ,hlsto~ of non-coniform'lllly as it rel8/tes ;to BaptIsts·. . 

Number Six. 
. A Thndam'entalist-ModeTn'ist controversy among Ba{ptiSJt9, -Mr.. ,FoieMe'r' 

say~ "is the greatest of a:nomaJI.ies". 'WIhdc.h ds -eq;u.ivment to saying thalt an 
a.udit dn 'IL meTca,n,tUe 'house, Oil" a day: IQIf ms.pe-ctiou 'in a ibanik, lWouJd be "·the 
greatest ot an.oiID.~lies"! ·In the last ·two Instances, it 'WouLd! !be inevdtaJble, 
providing the multiPiilcailiilOn tajb.le lis a .moat'hemaU-ca·l fina.liifly. If it iWeore not, 
an addin/W<m8JClhin.-e wlOl\lld be o·ne of "fhe 'grea.test a.noll1!a1ies". And If the 
whole Baoptist ,posi.tfOiIL i·s founded on the conviction that .f::he- BIble i.s the 
iJJJ.SIPilred·, illlfalld.bie, and authoritative, WO'l"d or God, a Fundam·enta!list-Mod­
erndst oCOn'troversy. in the (Ba;ptislt denomb:!a.tion is not on·ly not an anoona!l~, 
but is the natJu:ral and ineviotwble reB'U;1t !of Ol1r being Ba'Pbists. 

Number Seven. 
The ~~iJtion Mr. Fdelde:r talkes 1'5 that B8IptiJslt churches Ihave no oSitandarde 
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at aJ!J except that of' "f.reed~m o,r thought". The Bapeet ChuT-ch is' broad 
en()/\lgh to include a'IlY'bodoy and everybo'dy! What about our insi6tence upon 
a ~egenerate ChuTcll. 'membersh:iip? ToMs i,n,valves an acceptlLllce I()f sc~1:nJ,ra.l 
teaching on this subject, and our whole doctrine of the clluTch grows out of 
tha!t ,posit:on. If M·r. Fielder ds Tight we have no riig·ht to lay down, any terms 
of me.mibel'!Slh~p a.t 'all, whether olf an ,ex.per:lence of ;regenerwtion:, all" of obed,lence' 
in ib8!ptism; aIllYOill.e who :w,ants to !be a law ,u-n;to. himself m'8.y ~e 'a "Baptist"; 
and·, !belcoming: a '''Ba,ptist,'' on flIuch teT'llloS, he may w.ilbh hon;our acce.pt a 
position 1119 a. mlj,ss'i:on'lllry, teacher, or 'PlI!s'toIl", ILlld ,receive Baptisit monelY, and 
claIm the ~Ight to teruch whatever he l~keSl! This is even 'W!Orse' -t:hlLll· Uni­
tami:aIIlIsm-thia is IIIbs01ute lawJe's'SIIl8E'S, and ds 'essentiallltY u.netMc·al and 
anti-Cih:ristia.n. . 

Number Eight. 
The missionary !from' AlSisam. tells us that "'pel1SOIl\9 !high ~1n. the ,cou.ncils 

oif our denlOmtnatio~?' lha'Ve ;re8id 'Il.IlId: app:rove'd hi's statemenlj;, an-d "one leadJ.ng 
mem.'beIJ.'!' told! him :he cou·ldi not Object to Ihis return! to MUm! ibecaU!se ill'e 
believ:ed iPl"8!otdca.1ly the same tMDg\. IOf this there can ibe no doubt. The 
leaderShip of the No:rthe.rn Baptist C'onveD!tron is essentBa:l~ Un.itta:rian, not 
Baptist. Muclh OIl the m()ney ~ive!ll! to Forei~n, Missions in :the Northern 
Convent:lOin is iUlSoo, not to ioster evamgelli-sm and !bring lost Slinn·ers to. OhT:is't, 
it !lSI nDt used to -proPlllgwte BalPtIst ,p:rinei.ples at all', but .is used: to 'pr~te 
UnitarianIsm, and illl I80me 1C8.'geS, .u is used! to pr()IIliUIl!gate views wh·ich: ma'k:e 
radical Unata.:riwt:ism look eonOOTvative! 

Number Nine. 

The lines in ibill.Clk type diD! this 'Parag,rap:h indicate that M'I". Fielder's 
chang'e iWlaS a change of phraseorogy:. :He "used the accl!lpted thoolog,tcaa· 
terminology". Newlton Oen.ter ,taug2J..t himI to !be mor'e fllU!btle in his speech! 
He need n'Ot ,deDIY the "vdcarioWi'/' dellith or ehr.lst. He eoul'll use lI,the accepted 
theologkaO: termdnolog!y" W'ith a JOOW content. What else can thds ,pa.mgil'"a(ph 
mean in view oJ! Mr. 'Fielder'e :iln.edstenee. that he has not ~ his news? 

Number !J'en. 

Mr. Fielder has !been endOO"&oo -by ·oonservatives. Of course! Ther-e is no 
Modemlsm in !the Northern BaJptist COn.veDition ...... t:he loattle 1s Ibetween Con­
servatives and ultra.-Conservatives! Dr. Fosdick j's an e1JangeZicaZl When :wHol 
orthodox BaptiSts awalke to recognJize ItMs ,triok o!f the devilJ.? The mOElot 
radieal and destruetive critilCs call ,themselves' "oonservatLve", and in: the 
name of! theoI~cal eoDA3lervatie!m-,-and witlb. !the oonsent, and '!I!1OIDI8tlmes 'With 
the SUtPJPOrt, of 'blinded! 0«" indifferent Ifun1iamen-tallsts, d1estroy the ifoIlndations 
'Of Evangeildca.l ·C1irietianilty.. 

Number Eleven. 

There ,18 tlb.is difference: 111 misSlion:ary enter:prise claimdng ·the SouippoTt 
of aJ,], the cllurohes stand6 in. a SllJlg.hitly different tpOsitioDl to t,he ,cihurob: which 
mJaintailnlS itse1if. !Notw1ithstandd!ll!g, Mr. Keto~, or an.'Y fummmen.ta.list 
pastor, 'I dou.bt, will ibe ready elways ·to g~ve all! a'Ilswer· to 'him tha.t IIJSIks ihIm 

. coneerning the tailth that is In Mm. 
'Mif:. Field,er shOIWISI the true Modernist attL'tude. ModeTnistts lIIre ev'er 

putting Fundamen'ta-tists on the defensdve. They !brea.k inlto chu1'lches, and 
colleges, and mission8;l'IY o~-izat:1ons, Uke 81 b1wg,lar; :but 'WIllen they are 
caught re1JJ.ohand:ed dn thed-r wo-rk O'f destruction, >they demand to ,know ,by wlhat 
right anyone dues Ito interfere 'With. theilr ~ious programme! :M:r:. Fielder 
·r~er8 to liis "efforts to !be loving III!nd -oou·cillatoll"Y". How good! of! him! 
Bllbla.believin'g IB8IPtists 'Who ha.ve 'been ,g.1vd.ng, their aDJo-ney dn trust .to ifJhe 
AInerican BaptiiSlt Foreign M~SISoi()namy Board, IW'9 venture to ibediev·a, aore mGre 
concerned that m.i$l.'Onaries wiho .aore supported by -t:heir 'gifts sho.uld ~e true 
:to the gOlllP&l ()jf ,000000st, !than that they slhOUlld; ex:ert ·themselves to iOO "con­
ciliatory" towardi Itbos'e wh() eJljpOSe their errors. 

:It an,-th1:ng "WJel"e ·W}8ID.tlng to prove that 'the FoIl"efgn Mission work ()If the 
. Northem BaJPtfs.t Convention i'S 'entirely -controll-ad, and directed :tl!y Modern­
i~; and !thwt tlb.e representations of the Manag'ing Oo!IDIIIl:ttree to the contrary, 
III!re sheer unmitigated h'YllJOCrisy. ·Mr. :E1ielder',s letter has 8'\lIPplied that la'ck. 
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MUSSOLINI OR THE KING OF ITALY-WHICH WOULD YOU 
PREFER TO BE? 

ISome ikin,gs h'IIIVe 'i'c>st !their crowns: the King of Italy, while retaining hds 
crown, seems to have ·losD hds sceptre. We read· a story 'I'ecenl:il'Y to this effect: 
·Mussold:ni brought a dooumeIllt to the KlIDg fur lhiis s:ignllture. 'Waliie signdng 
the docu·ment h,is majest.y dropped his han'dkerehlieif. p,f·c'kdng it u.p, Mussolini 
expressed the hope that the King wou~'d lIIJ..Jow JLlm. to retain it 88 a 9OIUveDli:r; 
to whdcll Dhe King replied, ",I fellJr not. That ds 'tJhe owy tIhling you Ihave iled1t 
me d,nto which I 'IWl stilll allowed. to :put m'Y !D.ose." 

Un·dar such circumstances, which wou'ld Y'OU Il"8.ther !be, iMussoJdnd or Iflhe 
Kd·ng? If you had your ch'oIi·ce of eiflher a ,crow;n Oil' a scetpre, whicbl would! you 
Chio,ose? . 

,In a letter ;f;l'Iom a brother in ibhe Nortlhern !Baptist Convention 1lhese I\ftlros 
occur: '~e matter is ,SmIlElWlhat e'OmpUcated 'by the dlisposdUon of some to sell 
IOlUt ibheir oonvdctlons !for high ofliice. 'The presdde.ntxlaJ Ibee' 8iOoounts :for SOIIIle 
strange happenin'gIS '!Luring 4lh.e past few years." 

!But what .fs :the presidentJial oflllce in tlh.e Nol'lthern Baptist Oonventd'On? It 
'is a ·crown Ibut not a scepm-e; dt ds em: empty lhonoUT. T>he .king who occupies 
that throne, ex~pt when Ithe Oonvent:ion ds· lin session, h1lSj Idttle lett to hdm but 
& pocket handkerchief! Tlhe men who control the Boards are the Mussolinis. 
And they do n'ot care who wears ltihe crown, so !long as iflhey wdeld ·tihie sceptre. 
Presidents mllY come, and, presidents may .go--jbu.t tJhe eooleelastica.l :hierarchy. 
goes on for ever. 

It .is noteworthy ·th'lllt ·recent presidents of the !Northern Baptist Convention 
iIlave not !been of a pronounced Modernist ·coloui'. In !profession 1lhey have ap· 
proxdmated taJ.e true blue of orthodoxy. The reason lis taJ.·aJt iflhe Mod~rnist iBap· 
,tist !M'IlSSOHnis prefer to !put the presidential CJ'OIW!D. upon ol'thod,ox heads, wihi·le 
they ·retain tIhe sceptre for iModernist. ihands. For one thing, it arouses less 
guspioion,-or, mther, it a:Hays suspicd'o:n. The Convention must 'be orthodox 
when it elects a (lonBel"Vl8.tive pres.1denll! !Besdde, cou·ld anyone devise a !better 
way of keeping the necks under prominent orthod'Ox heads sufficdently iPliruble 
to mlOve the saJid orthodl()x heads aJOOut a lllit.t:le, than: by dangling the presi· 
dential crown in zmooi·r 60 1lhat it may fa),,} upon 81 head that lis W1OO'I:Jhy? 

!But there is a strong word Ifrom t.he Lol'd: ibear.ing upon suCh matters: '.'[ 
'am .come an my F.a.ther's name ,and ye receive ·me not: ~f anot!her slhall come in 
illi's own n·ame, hdm ye :wIH :re'Celtve. H'Ow can ye 'beliieve which ·receive ill'O!D.lOu,r 
one from another, and seek not flhe ih.onour tha,t cometh from God· only?" 'lbe 
passion for honou:r and' prefe·rment ClUte lilt the root of faJiWi!. Only as we seek 
the ihonour w3:1ich cometaJ. from God on[y, .despimng the worlld's cherup rewards', 
even as lMoses held the treasures of lEgy.pt d'n ooBtempt,.~and as our Loro 
despised the shame of ·the Cross, ds it possible to believe God: with a fa;iflh il:haJt 
issues in- an 'Obedien·ce unw dealth. . 

. The WatoMnan-Ea:aminer says mt was recently in&rm.ed that .~he presddent 
of the Nol'lthern Convention for next year has ibeen selected; and registers ~ts 
objectIon·, not vo the person s-electe·d:, wIhloever he may be, Ibut to t:h~ idea of hds 

. lbeing selected months before iflhe Con·ven-tian· which is supposed to elect him 
nt·eets. Bu.t Ws is ·com·mon practice nowadayS' in many Conventions. The Con· 
ventdon is !pe11lllitted' to elecD the mam: :wihrom s'ome :Baptlist MussOi1Jini selects. 
No man who loves t.r:u.tib. and reality would wa.nt such a tinsel honou!r. Willen 

. an office can 'be IPre-eIIl((l'ted by iflhe wilU of 11/ group :whim m'llSt be 8omal·1 dn rela­
tion to the 'grea.t bod;y t:he 'Office is supposed to r-epresent, li,t proves :that it is 
but a. poilitiool pNze whIch! can lbe ihanded at wIlU tIoi a :poUticdan iWhose plda.bililty 
!has earned ·tJh!e favour of the mllc!h.dne. ., 

We do not. !belong to the Nortihern iB'aptist' Convention; Ibut ~ ihave had 
opportunity of studying .the wOl'king of dts machine. ISometlmes, in our own 
Convention; we have ventured int·o tlhe rea.lm of ·prolp'hecy, Who 'WInl be the 
ne~t presddent of vb-e Northern Baptist Oon·vent.'ion? I,t willi not be a MUSIlO'J.ini: 
it WiLl 'be a 'FundamenflaJ,ist ,king w!h'O has been allowed to retain Ih!Is hand· 
kerChdef! . . 

The GospeZ Witness nominates Rev. J. C. lMo.ssee, oD.iJ)., of !Boeton. Some· 
'\\1J.ere we have read the saying of the .Hd·ghest, "Verily I say unto }'IOIU, They 
have ·flhelr rewaro." . 
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"THAT GOOD 'PART, WHICH SHALL NOT BE TAKEN AWAY". 

Editor's Note: We reprint the following article from the editorial page of 
the . February 24th Issue of "The Western Recorder", Louisville, Ky. 

Doing ()I\lr :w0l'lk in a theDlogical enviJrDnment which is made mi01'9 exwcting 
iby th·e higoh te:aCh.1.ng seI'Vice for noo.rly two goenera.tions of a g.reat !SChDOI of 
1lleologJy;, we shall y-et ·wIthout sea!l'looiInJg the books OIl' even :having a. session 
wd1ll our 'Ga'eek New Tes1.'8.ment venture to' ·reca.1:1 some of tille teach.ings of the 
:beauti~l ,ScrJ:pture .passa.ge lJlrom w:blch the .heading is' a qUotatiDn. 

·'.Now it cam'8 to !l)aSS as they went, -that He enrtered into a c·ertain. vlHa,ge. 
And a certain 'Woman named! Ma4"tha received Him intO' !her hoo'Se. An·d!lllh.e 
had a s·lster rea.me·d Mary whleb a:lsO' sat at J'esus' !fe·et :aJlJdi illeail"d His o:word. 
Bu,t lMal't'ba was oombered 81bout mu:ch serving and·oa.me to Him and said, 
'Lord, dost T·hou not care ,t:baIt moy ISilster hast 16ft me to serve done? BId 
·her therefore, t.halt she help me'. And Je'lJWi!I answered and said! unto :her, 
'Ma;ritha, Martha, thou .8/rt ea.'l'eful and tJroobled a'bout many things. But one 
thin·g is needful Mair!y !hath chosen that good ~r.t. W1hich slha.U not ibe twken 
a'Way from her.' N 

The gIl'ea.test or all marvels Is tha.t the iSm o!f God, 1biy rwhom all tJhiJng·s 
were ·created! and! woo sustains aH tihifDtgB, IS'hou[dJ have come intO' this world 
and :l.:tved the loilfe of a. man oo.d die'd <the death Dn ,the eros's Ithat mlLDl IlDiight 
be IS&ved ifrDm his sins. 

Of a .pi:ece IWiith this lDl'atchles:s marvel Is the sl!JnipUcitoy and love tWirtih 
whif.ch He 'who knew a11 ·th,ings entered intO' the most iJnoliimate concerns of 
'human 'l1ife, with all Of their 1mJperiootIIIons and dledl-cien'C;~s, aond by His doi\'ine 
touCh -llltted them up to ,the 11!ght of love and ·wisdom and Dpened the rway to' 
their purlfl:Clll.llIon and ·exailta.Ucm,. 

Martha wa;s a spl8llldid wO'man'. . Who. ,whatever his sex, dDes not hDld' a 
place Of apprecilation iIlri his heart tOIl' Ithe eDm'Petent 'hOlls'mfe? It is certain 
that OIUr Loro appreciatediMtarbha. iHorw gentl/y He s:pok'e to' Iller when He 
foond lt neceSSJa'I'Y to try to' get 'her to see tha.t good which lay beYDnd the 
devO'ted an,d IDving O'mces of 'her strenuoos houseW'iif.ery. T,here is much 
dlI'udgeTIY in 'ho1l!Be1teeping and we &r.e i«ll full sympwtlhy :with the effort 'l:hr<mgh 
mooel'lll. meehanilsms to less·en th:a!t d!rud1g'9l'IY. BUlt OUT heart gDes out ·with 
ten-told more aPpreciatio'n to \fla;ithfUJ, women we have 1ml'OWD 'WhO' wore them- • 
selves out m~ng . !their lll!Omes a. hea.rtJ.h'lllven for men m·d .clLildTetl than we 
ha.ve fOil' ,the so-called '.'new woman" 'WIho 'Proposes to' dD'dge al~ dll'lld·gery and 
TesponsL'bflity, even Ito the :bearing and! rearing. 0If :children, and :who allorws 
Satan to mue her think 8'he w!.Il in tlhis 'waq find "selJf-expresoSlion." 

On-e wDndel'lS whilCh "seldi"? The aeK or S:W'8et MIIJl'Y or Bethany found 
Us expresmO'n in sitfllu'g' at the feet of her LD!1'd and· aearnittlJg of HiIDl. When 
the ik-een irunght ()If Ill·er IDve elllused her to' undel'Stanld His word'S ,that He must 
die and ris.e aga!l.no, Ibefore any of His other· diisci\ples understoO'd, it l-ed her 
ila.ter to' anDlnt Hia hem rw.ith 'preciD'IIS olntmem.t in ,Siml()n"s 'hollJSl9 and; wipe 
His feet with her tresses. 

The self of' Martha led her jDyously Itio Illlb()l\lr tftla.t He- mtght have the 
ibest -thlllt· her :home and h'er delft ho'IJJS~9l'IY made possdlble--not the best 
which was withiin Ill'er privilege, as He mctfuilly sought to' ,SihD,W her, ,but the 
beSit wh1C1h her 'practical n8!tull'e knerw to' offer as a. Itdbute of h'er hea.rt's love. 

The 'Self ()f the modern 'WD!lDan and her male coonotell'.paTot whO' are heard 
in ,press and markiet;pla·ce em,lrbing the :ri:~hts of "sel!f-e'X!pressiDn·'_.hat self 
lis it they m98lD? UsuaJHy, alIas! the self Df selofis:hness, .cDvetoolliSneSs, ·seU­
indulg·ence, sensuBaism.. On'e wea.riles IllS ihe COOltem:plat-es the self-deceptiO'n it 
eldhiiMts and .g;rievee 'at th.e tragic 's,pl!l'Uual d:ea.th it entails. 

ThDugh twO' sisters in a home Dur Lord was fDnd of nsiting affDrded the 
DccasiDn fDr this teacbing, the truth taught applies to ·human kind regardless 
Df sex. Surely the Dver-strung nerves of an Dver-8'\:imulated -IUe never in all 
t·he wO'rld mO'l'e d:ramatically suggested the need ()f giving heed to this teach­
ing than they do to-d·ay. Here are all of our mechanisms. SDme are used to' 
make mO'ney. Some are used to' amuse us. SDme are used ~n an effort to' 
save la'bDur and give leisure. IInstead Df lehmre, these time-saving ,mechan­
isms Dftener than not lead' men to the speed O'f t·he maehine, whether in WO'l'k 
or "recreation." Mr. Henry FDrd's millenndum has not arrived. It wnl never 
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arrive along 'his proposed Une of workl'8ssness. Workleswess ds not a ibiess· 
in;gt; !it Is a 1C'1J4"SIe, just as over-work may ,be a CUil"Se. -

But how we all need to learn what the Saviou'r taught Marbha. through 
commending the spiritual receptivity of ·her gentle si-ster 'Mary as ·better than 
Martha's activity? Hougekeeping was good, but splritua~ receptivity was Ibet­
ter. Kind acts are splendId, but deeper and moore needful is the abiLity to sit 
at the feet of the Christ and drin'k in His spiritual teaching. The anllJious cares 
whdch gather around most of us in our daily toil wil'l pass away. The thIngs 
woh-i-ch oocas.ion it wl1l !be taken a.way. Bu17 that good part Which was obx>sen 
by Mary shall not be taken away from her or from any of us'. 

A year ago. with OUT friend, Pltlttor J. R. Kyzar, of .Bard,stown, we had the 
!proivilege of going through the Gethsemane Mo.n'llSltery, ou!!; in ,the lbeaiutiof:ul coun­
try near ,BardsllO'Wn. As we wandered t1u"o~ the grea.t pi'les of buildings, our 
imalglina,ti'On !ha.rken.ing ,back ·to aJlJ. of the romance and mystery of ,tihe ·portrayals 
by Scott and other Wl'Iioters of, the monastics of mediieva:l iEu,rope, our emotions 
were intrigued by the concept which lay Ibeh:l.nd the ,oom,plebe separation on the 

" part of the inmlllte monk$ !from ifbe or·dd,naTY cares, anxietlies, loDJgIi-ngs and out· 
~oob of the world'. 

We do not accept the monastIc idea, for we 'bel'ieve that it is the teaching 
of Christ that we are to touch the world and overcome 1ft, not run, away 
from it. But untold thousands of professing Ohristians are not touching the 
world to overcome it, 'but are Tather touching it to ·beme albsorbed In it and 
its ,blandIshments and to allow the powers of '80ul and ,body to be exhausted 
'by 'it. They -have, so to speak, become Marthas, full of this care and: that and 
the other, but unable to ,find time for quiet meditation, for prayer, or ·for read­
ing the Biob-Ie, unable to ,hear what our Lord' Jesus has to. say for the nurtuTin·g 
and strengthening of their fa'mishing souls. To listen when He spea'ks, to 
learn :willen He teaches, lovingly tlO receive what His d.f.vIne love would g,ive 
boun1lifw~.y-tbi.s is "th'at good part whtch s'hall not ,be tlliken away." Unhappy' 
and dIssatisfied and fretful without it, many like Martha are unawa:re of the 
underlying ·cause of the trouble, How unspeaklllbl'Y poor will ·be we chlldren 
of a mechanized and speeded-up materd'aI Ufe, w·hen we can no longer pace 
our fiesh and 'blood to the speed of ste·el-hearted mac.hines, if w·e have not 
learned the 'bles9ed secret that MaTY'S receptive heart grappled. Ban'krupt! 
Untold thousands are near ,bankruptcy already. 

Lord, Thou wtIlIO knowest all tMngs, Thou wiho from the dirst knew wha,t man 
'WOuld be ,u.p againsb lin his twenttieili century ~fe in Itbe midst of his Bro;bdi'g- . 
nagi08.nmeohanisms of steel and: ci!lII.ins and speed', we !Pmy that Thou :Willt hel,p 
us that our '9Ouls s·hall not :be CTushed by these thing·s. Help us, we pray, that 
our souls shaH be a;ble to master these things instea·d-.master them and use 
them for ·Thee. Help u·s that our souls shan ,be 8.Ible to asrert their right to 
Uve; that they mIIIIY' refuse to ·be cheated out of the holy opportunity to knoow 
Thee and tIh'8.t w'lsdom of love whiich Tlmu hut. plainly ta.ught istih'll better 
part whdch shalJ. not be taken away. Help us, Lord, ,for without ·Thee Thy 
people are not able to master and control for good the unexamopled mechanisms 
which they have made In tlhe fooll-Slh 'beHef that they would !bring only good. 
For there Is in them that which would enslave us and ,by theIr exactions shut 
us off from· Thee. Amen! 

BAPTIST' BIBLE UNION SENIOR .LESSON LEAF 
VoL II. T. T. SHIELDS, Editor. No.2 
Lesson 1. Second Quarter. April 3rd, 1927 

PETER'S MINISTRY (Continued). 
LESSON TEXT: Acts, Chapter 10: 23-48. 

I. How Providential Circumstances Reveal the Purpose of Heavenly' Com­
munications (vs. 23-33). 
1. A proper unders:tanding of the drculmstances of me depend upon direct 

.communication wit,h God. Pder was prepared to un'de·rSltand the coming of 
Cornelius' servants by a heavenly visioR. We !have t'he W«d of God. lit iprin­
ciple, aH 'tIhat God' will ever say to His creatures is in the Bib1e. It is every 
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believe-r's privilege by the direct illumination and teadbing of Ifhe Holy Spirit, 
to unders:tand God's wiH for him. Only.,as we hea·r Him speak can we under­
stand and uti'lize -the 'Cir,cumstances o.f 'our daily lives. 2. Only as such eom­
munications are "il"Cceived in faith ,will circumstances unfold to our uIbd'erstanding: 
"An·d on the !!nor row Peter .went away with tlhem." The ,secret of usefulness in 
the Christian -life is 'Simple obedience to iheaven\y impulses, as Irhey are com­
municated to us through the Word .by tihe Spirit. 3. Called .hearers are just as 
necessary as -called: preadhers: when God has commanded ·a man to listen, !he 
is sure t'o 'be an attenbive hearer (v. 24). 4. l't is natura.l for men to feel a pro­
found reSlpec't for a man sent of God, as Cornelius .felt ·for Peter. If preachers 
wouId 'preach, or tea.chers wo~ld tea'cIh, to such he·arers. they must :be sure they 
are themselves sent of God' (v. 25). 5. But however a man is honoured of God 
as a messenger, !he must be .careful to give all ,glory 'to IGod (v. 26). 6. Open 
confession is good for preachers and, tea·chers. 'Peter told· 'Cornelius .and !his 
friend,s 'how pri-de .and prejudice had been overcome Iby the Iheavenly vision (v. 
28). 7. A prea:ch'er accepts a ,call, and demands 'to know why 'he was sent for 
(Y. 29). !of '~his' lesson were f·or IPreachers and' tea-chers, t;hey would find a sug­
gestive subject ;£or meditabion 'here. 8. Spiritual hunger is likely to find grati­
fication in fasting and pray·er '(v. 30). H Christians, or 'seekers' who .maoy fear 
to call themselves by ·that name ,but who hunger 'to know more of God, or 
chur,C!hes needing pa'stors, or classes needing te·acher.s, 1W0u,ld. f·oHow the exa-mple 
of Cornelius, itihey would ,be sure to 'be ans.wered !by divinely-sent messengers 
(vs~ 30-32). 9. An idea'l attitude (v. 33) ·for the assembling of a Bible dass or 
congregation of worshippers-a tea'Cher may well ·pres·s the enquiry here, Are 
we here 'to hear all things that are comma'uded of God? 
11. Peter's Message to the Gentile W orId. 

1. It is weU It,o ,bear in mind that this ijs a'new d'eparture: thegos:pel is ,given 
a wider field, and the churclh a broader, ·scope, :than ·men at first sU!pposed. rrhis 
is the beginning of hope for that 1arger part of the lworld to whiclh we belong. 
2. The larger s'cope of the gospe1 gives Pete,r an enlarged concep'tion of God; 
he td'iscovers that God tis no respecter of persons-a 'les'son very necessa-ry for 
a Jew to learn (v. 34). 'But there are Gentiles" too, who need to learn'ithis les-: 
son, for ther·e is' a poss~bility o()of some of the .Lord's ,people imagining that they 
are His special favourites. The goStpel, however, is ·for all C!lasses who will 
acknowled·ge 'themselves to ibe sinners. '3. A genuine ,fear of 'God ·will alw3iYs 
issue in .rj.~teousness of me (v. 35). 4. Corndius had evidentlyi heard of Jesus 
of Nazareth (vs. 36-38). Notwiitlhstanding" he needed Peter's ,pers'onal iIllS,truc­
tion. One may knOlW mU'ch, ~nd profit little. 5. Pen;ona~ .witness to the truth 
of what men have hea.rd, is God's way of ma-king tru'~b effective (vs .. 39-41). 
6. The -deat<h and resut·rection of ChriS't, wit'h the pr'Omise of judgment, and 
salvation tIh.rough 'faith, was Peter~s message (vs. 39-43). 
111. The Holy Spirit's Testimony to the Word of Truth. 

1. The Holy Spirit tWas given to t,hesc "wlho heard tlhe word". OnIy as the 
W'ord ·of God tis, preached may we ,be s'ure that 'the Holy S.pIrit wilLcome. 2. 
The Holy Ghost surprised Peter''S companions: Ithey 'were "astonished.. •. . 
because that on the Genti'les also was poured, out the. gift of the HOOy Ghost". 
God is always surprising His opeople. 3. Yet thi:s divine anointing unmistakably 
indi'ca'ted the direction of tlhe divine ipul'\l>ose. 4. Notwithstanding tihe Spirit had 
been poured ou"t upon sucih as heard and believed, Peter commanded them to 
be baptized with ·water (vs. 47, 48). T,here are 'Some people who persuade 
themselves that i.f they !have the Spirit of Go<t., ~ey do not need 'to be baptized 
with water; bu't here is one instance in Which the baptism of water foll-owed the 
pouring out of the Holy Spirit. S. I't ~s worthy of note tnat this instance of 
baptism of the Spirit .parall'lels ·the e~erience of the' disciples at Pente'cos't. We 
shaU later 'see that -this was 'referred 'to by Peter as a p.roc>tf'that God had .granted 
the Gentiles repentan'ce un'to 1ife .. But these two instan'ees-'the -case ·before us, 
a'nd that of Pentecost in the second chaipter of Acts-stand' a;lone in apostolic 
experience •. 

A BLESSED DAY IN MOUNT PLEASANT ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH • 

. ' The Evlang.ells1lltC BandJ Of! the Toronto IBaaptlstt Seminary OOD!dcooted the 
evenflng serviee at Mount!; Pleasam.t Road Baptist IChurch: Toron~o, last ,su­
day; and a bleBlred time was eX'Perienced, six OIl" !Beven ;prof'essing to accept 
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'the Lard. as ,Sa'V'iout". At ,the ibegiJl!Ddng ,of the s'eTVree the :pa.gtor, iRev. Mex 
Tihom'SOD., warmfily ,w'e1oomed ,the memibers or :the Band', and ga.ve the service 
!Into their charge; &avera! all th~m therea.'fter twkdng pm. A sermon, of great 
POiW,er was IPre.a.ched 'by M,r. F'r8lDlk Roblin, w,h!i,}e others ,g.ave Inspidng words 
0If ,testiJmony. 'rohe meeting 'Went on un-tjB: a'ilter ten 'O',cloCk, and eudied wi,tb. 
real Il"ejo~cin'g in! ,the 'hearts 0If the Lordi'lI!I peoPle. 

''Dhe mornin,g serVlice IWIaS alslo one 'o!f Ible'ssing, 'W!ith 'Mil". William, Fraser 
as the ~peaker. Several came fO'l'waT,d for consecration. The ,pIl"esence of 
th'e Lord is !felt in a.Lt the seTv,ioces of thioa chUlI"ch, souIs s'eeking Ohrdst for 
severa!l Sunday evenings iiIl t:he puiblic servioe. 

CONVENTION EXECUT,IVE'S APPLICATION TO ,P~RLIAMENT • 

. . The lfo~I()lWoing notIce WPPeall"ed in The Globe, Toronto; lSat,urday, Febro­
ary 261lb.-it spea,ks for itself! 

Application to Parliament 
THE BAiPTIST CONVENTION OF ONTARIO AN,D QUEBEC 

NOTICE ds hereby given otIhat applli(l8jf;ion wiU !be made to' the ParLiament of 
C'ana.da at its ,pre6'ent session, :fIoT an Act amendiillg the Act; 'PIII_ed, by the said 
Parliament, IbedLng oOh8Jllter 10'6 o!f the Acts 0If ,tJile Sessi()n of 1889 as' amended 'by 
Cha.pter 38 of the Acts 0If the SessIon of 19'1O()-11!1111, empowerdng the eaJ.d con­
venU()n ,to make OT pass J'IllJles, by.;la.ws or relllOa'll'tions affecti,n'g the conduc1l of its 
affairs 'Or any matJter relating ,to tJts objects, 'Or decla.rllng that any ,church tJhe 
conduct or attdlmde of wihdch, d'n the opinlion 0If the saJld' convention, is not in 
barmony a.nd co-opemtilOn wdth the WOl"Ik a.nd objects 0If the saad oonvention, 
s.halJ. cease to 'be entiltled ,to send any delegates to ,the said oonvention or to 
have :ills delegates 'Who may Ibhen Ibt\ in a.ttendance at s\lJch meeting continue 'lIS 

·delegat.es otIh,ereat. 
. DATED at Toronto ,1lbJis2l1st day of Febriu'lU"Y, 1927. 

R. iL. KELLOOK, 60 Victoria. Street, Toronto, .on,tario, ,So.llClitor 'herein for !the 
.Applicants. 

A WORD TO ALL OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

Did you Teceive a !lMlrsona'J. letter trom the EdJitor? !Many have answered, 
and their letters to date (tb!is is 'Written in Elyria, .ohio, a,nd we iIlave nob exact 
figures) have brought IllS aJOOut. a if:Ih:ousand diolilars dloil" The Witness Ii'und. 'Ilhe 
1:isoal year for The Witness wdU end March 31st. We are profoUDldlly grateful 
for the felilowship of many wtho iIlave helped 'lIS to ~ the burden of !this 
publication. The editorial 'WiOl"k on this :Pill per ,for the nearly ,five years of its 
eatence iIla,s not cost i()Jle cent. It 'has !been a lJa;bou,r of iJJove, a. g.reat. missiionary 
and ediuea.tionai enter,prifse touclJ.ing nearly '8l1 parts of 1ih!e world!. We trust our subscri,bel"'S ;who iIla.ve not yet answered Oll~ ,letter, w.nl dJO 80 as soon, as 
pOssi'ble. 
' .. We may iaiter iplU!bldsh some extracts trom some of the letters Il"eceived. They 

ib.ave fi:lled us wdth joy and: gratttude, as 'We have Jearned O! the blessi'Dg The 
Gospel Witness is caxrying to many. The Editor of ltihis :pwper is :pressed wiIth 
manyca.res, and it wo\lJId Mghten Ihls burden greatay if The Witness family would 
all iIleIp just now. Durin'g the past. year our enIa.r,ged edI1tdons have Ibeen.equiva· 
lent to an eXitra. five m()niills' eXipense crowded into one year. In any even'b, 
we ask our 'r~ers to pray for our Gospel Witness Fund, and get read;y to join 
us dn 0I\lJl' hallellUjwh when the month s.hal,l end :I.n viot'Ory. 

LAST SUNDAY AND NEXT. 

Th'e aJl;tendllJllce at the ,School la!St 'Sood'aY' was 1,1'22, several hundr-ed of 
whom were in t'he PasrtOIl"s <llas.s. Dr. ,Shi'eldos iPl"eached mornoing and evendni, 
the morning sermon appearin,g in tlhiis lissue of The Witness.' Several responded 
'to It:b.e dn'Vita,tion at !both ,services. . 

, Nen Sundwy the ReguklJr Month'Ly 'Comm1\Mlolon and 'Rec8IPtion ,ServiJCe 'Will 
'be'.held at the close of the evening service. New members win :recei'Ve the 

, haridi of IfEllO'w&lLip, and! every member of the chiuTeh iW1ho can 'possdlbIY d'O so is 
urigEid ifJo be ,prese.DJt. ' 
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