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UUnto which of the angels said 'he at any time, Thou art my son, this day 
have-I begotten thee?"-Hebrews 1: 5. 

lULU T thi, "","on'!" u."' • • f <ho YO'" the •• Ve", ., the Lo'" J •• " Into 

A IIhe 'world is celelbrated .by uncou~ted millions of peop!e. That One 
. <;alled "Jesus wa·s; 'born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days o.f Herod 
~ the king," is an 'indi!!putable fact of 'h-istory; that He Uved a wondrous 
~ l1fe, that His ~ar·bb.ly career '?las attended !by many mani-festations of 

. ·extraordinary po,yer, -is a Curbher ,fact of "history; nor is it disputoed 
. t-!tat He died at the ,place ·call~d Calvary. But His entrance into the 

\vorld, and His resurrection, ascension, and coming agadn, have ever ibeen a 
sU'bject' of. controversy. . 

Among Christi-a·Ii people twenty or .twenty-five years ago, speaking generally, 
t.he sCl'j.ptural record of t.he :mil'aculous ij:lirth of our Lord' was assuJCIled;, 'OlJe 
sup,p'osed t.hat the truth of the virgin birl;ilt was su.llfi·ciently estaiblished, and 
tha,t • .it mig-ht now be taken ·for granted everywhere. And yet even .that funda: 
mental fact i·s to-day a subject of very sharp c;liscussion, and: of wide differences 
of opinion. T·here are tiliose who are reluctant to Ilibandon' the C'll·ristian position, 
or to surrender the Christiill1 hope, who vMnly endeavour: to find some middle 
place lo;f meeting 'Y·ltere .the 'trnt'h of the Incarnation may ibe held, 'While. the 
fact of vhe V'i rgin 'bi.rth is d~ll:ietl. It is well therefore ,for us on' such an occasion 
to 1001;;: into the scrilptural records again, that those of !Us who 'believe may be 
reassured, that the roots .~f our fai.th may strike more deeply into the soil i()·f 
revelation; and there ·is 110pe also that tbroug.Ii the ministry of th.e Holy 'S·pirit 
some to whom this has 'hl·therto teim an obscure truth, may ·come t'O accept ~t 
rtnd t.o rejoice in all its implications.' . 
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I have spoken upon this subject 'before-I expect to spea'k on it aglbin; for 
t.he reason that I conceive it to ,be the .funct·ion of the pulpit, not to entertain 
primarily, .~ertainly not to amuse, nor only to inspire: 'but carefully, patiently, 
and persistently, ·~o· instruct. It is necessary 'bhav we shou'ld be ·gI'lounded in 
the trut·h of the .gospel, that we should consider the same aspects of the truth 
over and over again unt.il the t'ruth .becomes a part of us, until we could as 
easily part with a hand or an arm as 'We could surrender llny of these precious 
elements :()f the divine revelation. IS~ we are on (lId ground, ·and ground which 
I trust to many (),f us 'wiH ·be .familiar, 'but· none the less in,teresting, none the 
less' valuable, 'because we have traversed th'is road 'before. 

T.he subject announced· ,for t'his evening was', "The Virgin Birth Indis
pensa.ble to Christian FaiNl and· Experience". 'By that, as I shaH sh'ow you, I 
do not mean that in order to be a Christian one must ,be thlOr·oughly -instructed 
in the meaning of the 'birth narrative!! of 'our Lord. One may be soundly 
converted :by .believing.one single passage of Scr·ipt'llre; !but i.f the ·truth as it 'is 
in Ch.rist, or any element of that ~ruth, finds access to' the 'human 'heart, if the 
trut.h Ibe ·hos·pitably received, oj;f it 'be ·received in the love of it, ·that one element 
of t'ruth will leave the d,oor o.pen for all that God, reveals to Ifollow after. 

You will remem'ber the story to which. '1 d'irected your at'tention some 
moilths ago, of -the ma.n who was born blind, and· whose eyes were opened; 
and who got into a d.iscussion wjth the doctors of the la·w concerning th.e Person 
of Christ. They declared that He was a sinner, all that· they ·couId say of Him 
wa·s, "We know ndt from whence he is:" mhis man who had .been ,blessed by 
the touch and the word of tlhe Lord Jesus responded Illy saying, "w:h.y herein is 
a marvellous th.lng, ,tha.t ye know nlOt from whence .he is, and yet he hath opened 
mine eyes. Now we 'know that God· heareth not s'inners: ibut i.f any man ·be a 
wor9h:lpper of God and doevh his will, him 'h.e !hea·reth. ,Since the world began 
was dt not 'heard 'that any man opened ·the eyes of one that was born ,bHnd·. I.f 
this man were not of God, he could do llJothing." Thus !he found himself 
suddenly' made an apologist for .,esus Christ--and he ·had never ·been .to school, 
he 'had never Ibeen theologically trained; yet 'by ,th'at one flash. of divine. 
Hlumination he ibad been so instrllctoed th'at"he utterly :ba·f1led the doctors of the 
law. And when they could n'Qt meet ibis arguments th-ey said, "Thou wast 
altogether 'born in sins, and dost thOu teach us'? .And they cast him out"-and 
men have always ·been try·ing to do that-uJesus !h.eard t'hat they had cast 'him 
out; and when .he ,had .found him.cJb.e said unto him, Dost thou Ibelieve on the 
Son of God? He answered and said', Wiho is lie, ,Lord, that I might ,believe on 
'hlm?"-you see, the· door was open: the truth ~Iad entered, and his spirit 'Was 
hos.pita:ble toward t'h-e truth,. he was ready to receive and entertain it-''Who 
is he, 'Lord, that I mig.ht bel'leve on him? And Jesus said unto ·him, 'TJ10U hast 
,both seen him, and f.t ·is he that talketh with thee. And· ·he said, Lord, I .believe. 
And 'he worshipped him." 

Blessed be God! we have not to ·know the ·BIble from 'Genesis to Revelation 
in orde~ t'O !be saved; ,but .if we are saved" the trluth that saves us 'W'ill IOopen 
heart and mind: to everytihing that Ood ih.as spoken. IDid I make that clear? J 
tried to say somethin·g like that a little while ago, and I read somewih.ere that 
Dr. :Salem a:Jland eX!pressed !his delight that ·Dr. ·Shields was in agreement wit'h 
him! I ·am perfectly-and still ihappily-unconscious of ,it! 

Let us come to our subject-that is a little introduction 'by the way, the 
·path up to toile door . 

.our text is not iiound in Matthew. or in Luke: it is ta-ken from one of the 
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epdstles, and it is quoted Ifrom the Old Testament; and' yet I 'beliey~ :tltat 
unmist.a;ka'bly it ,points to ,the virgin birth of Christ: "Unto whien of.the~angels 
saiej. 'he at any ti-me, Thou art my son, this day have I begol1ten thee?" . It 
directs our thoug:h.t to a point of time. !But Jesus Christ, as the !Eternal S~~ ~f 
·the Eternal Fat'-::"er, "from everlasting. to everlasting," was and is God. But.th.ls 
refers to His incarnation, to His manIfestation among the sons of men. 

'Let me 'beg.in my argument-I am not going to 'keep to that text,. my 
propOSition is that .11he .truth of the v·irgin ibirth is absolutely essential to 
Christian faith, that you cannot dispense wIth it, you cannot deUberately 
surrender it, without surrender,ing the foundations of the ·faith. And I beg 
·0'1 you to ,lloBow me closely t'his evening, and· pel'lha.ps Iby God's grace some may 
be !helped to answer .those who hold' that It is a truth, or a doctrIne, that may 
'be sur·rendered without any real loOss. _ 

i . 
. '1'he only record of 'bhe ,birth of Jesus that we have ,insists that He 'Was 

virgin~born. If 'We deny t'hat He was ,born of a Virgin, we -may, with equal 
reason, deny that !He was ever ,born at all; . for we ibave DlO separate record of 
His lbi·rth, except that which declares- that He was d.ivinely ,begotten, having a 
human mobher !but no human fat·her. You .know that, Slpecifica11y, 'Matthew and 
Lu·ke only record the facl1; and it is a mere commonplace .to suggest to you 
that these two gospels view t,hIs miraculous event from .t'wo different, :but not 
contradictory, standpoints, :and that th.e .two records are complimentary t\') each 
othe·r, 'the one completes the other. ~nd II remind you ,that -it is quite consistent 
witih the pl'Iinci'ple of divine inspir·ation to admit that certain tl'uth may be 
ilJoortporated' in the divine record wh'ieh, !because it was true, was .taken from 
human ·sources. That is to s'ay, the w'riters may 'have been divinely directed 
to communicate 'With .lpe·rsons with. whom the truth respecting cel'ltain events 
re&1ded, and, receiv.ing t'he truth at their Hps, that truth was recorded. As 
Cor example ·in the Old Testament: the 'geneaLogical tables mig.ht tbus have 
'been capied from family. records; and j.f ·they were true, there was no ·reason 
why they should not 'have been so copied. That does not -invalidate, or in any 
sense impair, th.e pr·inciple o.f d:irect divine inspiration. You will understand 
that· jn.spiration assu·mes the record to ·have .been inspired" that the writer was 
divinely Buperintended so that that which lie wrote was ·that wh,ioh' God wanted 
to have 'Written. Now, obv,iously. ·Matthew views· the matter ·frQm the standi)oinll 
of Joseph, and Luke from Ul.e standpoint of 'Mary; and with these two persons 
t·lle sacred secret of our Lord's .birth resided. Joseph tells, 'by implicattlon at 

· least, the· shock he felt when a certain d,iscovery was made; and 'ho.w the angel 
came to h1m and by a direct d,ivine revelation eJliplained to him that which it 
was necessary for h·lm to know. The narrative of ILuke is especially attrac11ive. 
I do' not know where you will find anywb.el'e a' more ,beauti·ful s'tory, told, with 
a nobler reticence, than the record contained in ·the ·gospel ,by Luke .. But both 
assume the ·same fact, Ulat Jesus was ,begol1ten 'Of the aoly OO1ost: "The Holy 

· Ghost ·shall come upon thee, and the ·power of the Highest shall overslladow 
thee: ·therefore also that holy thing w·hich shall ,be .born of ·tJhee shaU be called 
the Son of God." Nowhere in al1 .Jiterature can you find a ,pasaage like that-:
l1hat is 'God speaklng of one ,o·f the deepest mysteries of life, the ·profoundest of 
all revelations . 

.I cannot go into thato ,particularly, Ibut shaH deal with the objection, some 
· people raise, that iMaU'hew and LU'ke are ·t,he only evangelists who refer" to the 
-virgin birth of Ohrist. I ilev(l!' read t'hat but I find myself registering the 
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strongest possi·ble objection to it,,,for I' cann'ot find a single passage ,in the New 
Testa·ment tha;t does not take the virgin IbIrth !for ·g.ranted. For example, !Mark 
be~ins his ·gospel th·us: "The 'beginning of the gospel of" Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God." Is it not implied ,there? What say's this text? "Unto whIch of t·he 
angels saill he at any time, '.Dhou are my eon, tMs day have I begotten thee?" 

We do well to remember' also John's gospel, particularly the concluding 
cha.ptoers. lIn 'the story of the crucifixion it .is· written that as John stood 
ibeCore the 'cross, and t'he dyin'g Saviour 'beheld 'h,im, and, at ·lIhe sa:me time, 
'beheld His mother, He said .to His -mother, "Woman, ,behold, thy son!'" And to 
JOhn, '~ehold thy mother! And ·from that hour' that dIsciple t'ook her'unto his 
own home." WeH, read :John'·s goStpel with 'thall in view, read it over again 
and ·keep in mind what Luke ·has said -that "Mary 'kept all these things, and 
pondered them in her heart"-always full of wonder ·as to what manner 'of 
chiild this ChHd of .hers was, what He s'hould 'become, wihat,; He should do in t'he 
world:. And. you remember t'hat Mary 'had lived a long time w-ith John-;-for 
John's gos'pel wa's undoOublledly 'written after the other three-and who shall 
say ·tihat John~s view was not coLoured somew~l.at .by ·his lon·g ass'ociation with 
the human mother of Jesus Christ? And having ,known her sol 'Well, and tal-ked 
with her so often-for 'what conversations they must have had! What wonderful 
·fellowshIp these two must IlLave had as IIhey talked together, the one a.bout -the 
1Vlaster, and the· other a·bout her· ,Son, to whom He was Master as weH-yet 
notwithstanding that very intimate acqua'intance wUh the mollher of Jesus, 
Johu 'begins h.is ,gospel ·by say·ing, "In 'the beginning was tlie Word, and the 
Word was with :God', and th.e Word was God. 'Dhe same was in the ibeginning 
with .God. All tll,ings were made ·by him; and without him was noll any tih,ing 
made that was made.'~ 

Do you not" thin.k -the virgin :birtih is there implied? .And if you go IOU to 
the second chapter 'Where Jesus shows His first Sign, and for 'tihe first time 

.. mani,fests His 'glory, you w,ill find 1Ih.a1l when they had no wine, they came to 
the mother of Jesus, and she told Him, aml with a gentle rebuke He Said, 
"Woman-, 'What 'h.ave I to do with thee? mine 'hour ,is not yet come." Bu't what 
did Slhe answer? .she said to the servants-li&ten-"What!,!oever he saillh, unto 
you, do it." She said, iIi. effect, "You will see a wonder -to·day"-for tibere was a 
secret ·in !Mary's heart w·hieh was not shared 'by anyone, and· she knew 'that that 

. Son of hers was d·ivinely ·born. And 'so, 

'.'The conscious wa.ter saw .its Lord and bluslled." 

He made it apparent that the whole universe was His temple, .that the whole 
- created order was filled with the pra'!ses of' the only ,beg()tten Son of God, for in 
~is temple doth ev:eryone speale of His ·glory. 

And, "my friend!,!, if you study t-he epistles of 'Paul you 'Will fihd the same 
: trut·h IDl{llied. (have 'not time to go minutely into the 'first chapter of Ro.mans 
: where ·He is said: to ,be "declared 'to Ibe the SlCn of God with power, according 
" to the spirit o·f holiness, ,by the resurrection from IIhe dead." He is' div-ine; He 

is proclaimed the divine 'Son of God by the Spir,i.t of holiness. \But tJhere are 
: many ,passages that imply the truth, that take 'it 'for granted, not'3Jbly "when 

the rulness of the time 'Was come, God ·sent forth His ISon, made of a WIOman, 
"made under the law. to redeem them that were under 1I11.e law, -that we migl1t 
receive the adoption' of sons." . 

Peter speaks of .Christ· "as of'a lamb without -blemish and without !>pot: 
who verily was fore'orda,ined ,befpre UIe foundatLon of the 'World'·-;but, listen-
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"but was manifestl in these last times for you." Of course! the Inca·rnation is 
not onIy im'plied, ibut expressly taught. Peter. declares 'that in the IlLoly' mount 
they were eye·witD:~sses !)f .• His majest~-and to ascri'be majest'Y to a peasant,. 
10wlYJborn as Jesus of !Nazareth was, were sheer folly. !Peter knew ,bettler, he 
knew He was the Son of God .. ,So 'in t:h.is epistI~· fr.om which '1 have t8lken thii! 
text, merely as an accommodation, and .later lin the epistle, we -read, "He took 
not on 'him the nature of an·gels; ,but- ih.e took 'on him .vh.e .seed 'of Aibraliam." 
We read of the '\mystery of godliness:' God was miuiifest 'in the ·flesh." . 

I d'o not suppose that even the critics would presume to deny that t~t is 
the t'aaching 'of :Scripture, particularly' in the two .gospels; although Fosdick. 
says' that .the a.postles did not ma·ke it a 'fund~mental of till.e 'fa~th, and there is 
no rea·son wh'y we should.; and goes so .far. as 'to 'say that only Matthew and 
Luke state the case. Only a fbIJnd man could talk like t'hat!! I think the :whole 
Book supports the truth that Jesus 'Ohrist wa~ virgin-born. '. . 

I say, that trutill, is indi~pensable to the ,Ohristlan faith, ·for the reason lIhat 
if that. be denie.d, we dep.y thereby the d·ivin·e .character of this Book, and -its 
divine auth0t:ity..· . ' . . 

If you read The (l{)spel Witness tillis. wee~, .you will have ·read there an 
account of. a· COIl)m:ission w.hiclll in vestigat!ld the te!l-ch.ing of a certai~ pnofessor 
in Brandon CoJ.lege,Mp.nitolba.The Bapq~t 'Mi~.ist~riaI As~ociation of Grea~er 
Vancouver also aske4 ihim c~rtain questions. Among others., they said, "Do .you 
'beHeve that ,t'he ,Scri,ptures teach. that 'ChrIst was .. born of a Virgin?" To whi!)1;l 
.1Ie answered, "Yes." T'heir second question was, "If so, do you accept th~ 
teacbdng?" "Yes, 'I accept It and 'present it as the teaching of Scripture. \Per
sonally, :however, I.find di.f:ficu-Ity in thin.king throug-h. satis-factorily in ·mY mind, 
this question: '1, Vherefore, emphasize the Incarn.a:tion. I fir~IY ~md .poIltitively, 
believe and teach that the Word ·became ,flesh and dwelt among us. I tbelieve 1n 
the Incarnati~n of God .in Jesus Chri·st."! . . 

Whatever m.ay be said of that, the rejection of .the .truth of tb.e vir,gin birth 
involves bile rejetltion of the New Test;tment-and IOf the .old, it involveS' the 
rejection of the lBf.bl~ as the Word IOf -God. If one .turns a!lide. fr~m that truth, 
:11e turns aside from ·everyth'ing else. Any school 'boy could understand -that, 
that ·inasmuch. as the IScrj,ptures teach that .doctlrine, .'if tha,t is :rejected, tIle 
Boo~{ that teache~ it is rejected-there 1s no . ~scape ·from that. 

II. 
• And furthermQre: implicitly yIOU deny ·the 'uliique character of the Person 
of: Christ'. He was without sin. How d:io He escape the taint of oniglnal sin? 
I do not mean to say':"':"let us ,b~ carefu·l here"':"'that the v.ir.gin: ibirth in itself 
esta:bl'ishes ·the truth. of the sinlessness of Jesus Christ. 'nhe Roman Cathoi:fc 
Chura11 recognized that long ago a'nd 'inv~nte~ the doctrine .known as .tohe doc
tr'ine of the ,Immaculate 'Conce.pHon. Always 'bear ~n mind 'that that has no 
reference ·to the conception of Christ, lllut ·it refers to vhe conception of the 
Vir.gin Mary, that Mary Jlerself w,as immaculate~y conceived, that she herself 
~.a.s sinless, and ther~fore Cll.rist, ·bEling :begotten 'of 't'he Holy 'Ghost; was the 
Son of a sinless mother. But· that d'oes not av.oid the dif;ficuIty: it onl.y pushes 
it 'ba'ck another gener·ation,. for ,it is just as' ci~flficult to conceive of lVEary-and 
~llore di"fficuU ,indeed-as .being sinless, as to '·conceive of Jesus Wlll'O had ibut 
one numan parent, being sinless. ·But. th~ divi'ne 'Nature was- His, "He took 
,on ihim the seed of ·.Aibra:ham"; He w~s' H,h,oly, iharmless, undefiled, separa~ 
from sinner·s". Y;ou asl{ me -to cx;pIain ihow He esca.ped· the lIaint of o'riginal 
sin on His mother'·s· side.? I simply answ'er, I . cannot tell you, '1 don't attemp~ 
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to undp.·rstand ill, except that the spiritual was 'Predominant in Him, and from 
the .beg·llliiillf> ... hJ Holy Ghost· had. the ascendancy. But if you deny His virgin 
.birth, then you deny His unique char.acter· ai:l "·~I." Who was separate from 
sinners. 

Then, of course, everything with that goes. W'hy, you deny the special 
value of His death. I do not know !how often '1 have tried to explain to seeking 
souls t'h.e su.bstitl1Uonary work of Christ, say·ing evel!- to a young .boy or girl, 
"Now, when Jesus died u·pon the ·cross He died instead of you." And· often I 
have seen ·the look of wonder in their eyes, and I have' had to say to them again 
and again, "Lf He had ·been a. man, your sin 'Wou:ld! ihave killed· Him wltJhlOut 
mine, or my sin withou:t yours. It was only :because He was both God and· Man 
that He was able to die ·for you and for me." Bull do you not see, dear friends, 
that our sins requ.ire the payment ot an infinite price; and if Jesus be redu-ced 
to the -level of a man He .becomes-oh, let me say it without irreverence, tior it 
is utterly inev:1table-':Hc 'becomes !but a child of shame, not bhe divine Son of 
God, one of infinite 'merit Whose Ufe equalled in value the life of a milLion 
worlds. But if once we come to see that while He was 'human, He was the 
very incarnation of ·Deity, we shaH understand that He was infinite in all the 
Qua1!t.oJ.es tOf His mind, and that therefore His Deity gave to Him an infinite 
capacity-I think it was 'Spurgeon who said it-and infused a. !boundless degree 
of compensation into all t·he ·pangs He hore. We need a divine ~aviour,. an 
almighty Saviour; and we !have !ilu·ch while we hold simpl'" to ,the record of 
the Word of God, that! He is the Son of God begotten tOf· the Holy Ghost. 

III. 
And then, while a tihousand ollher things might 'be said, I want to ma;ke 

t·his very Simple and- direct a.pplication of .this princi,ple. Why do we believe? 
Wha.t is to be the ·reward of our faith? Wihat do we need in order to be saved? 
Or, to put it this way, how do you conceive of salvation? ·1\'[erely. an escape 
,from the .consequences of sin, merely escape ·from 'hell a'nd translatiQn i'O' 
!h.eaven? ,Surely there ds more t.han that! iWihy is it tthat SQ many professing 
Christians are never fQund in the place of prayer? Why is ·it that so many 
'\\"·ho have named the name of Christ seem .to have an abhQrrence ~f spIritual 
trut1h? It is ,because they are, at the very CQre of their being, in their very 
nature, at variance with God; they have nQ affinity :for the Holy One. The 
very thought of God shocks them, the !presence of God would 'be purga.tory. 
An unregenerate man would rather 'be i-n ·hell without .God, than in !heaven with· 
Him; there is nQthing in him i'nat ·is in agreement with. 'God, or with spiritual 
things, he is "enmity against God". 

What is salvation? Is it 'Only a matter of bookkeeping, ·blotting tOut 'Our 
sins because Jesus Christ paid the ,price? No, no; that is ,but an element in it. 
I ·will .toel·l yQI1 what it means: it means that everyone of us :bas tQ ·be SQ 
changed· 'by some means that .in the very 'depths of our. nature we shall Ibe 
,brought dntQ ag·reement with God. In other words, we have to ·be fitted tQ be 
at home with God~tha.t is what salvation 1&. I remember reading vhat when 
Spurgeon was a young 'man, UttIe mQre than a boy, :be once said that i·f·a 

··piok.pooket were to ·get tQ heaven without being regenerated ·he wou:ld pick the. 
angels' pockets. 'Some veneralble deacon cam.e to' him and .said, "U\fT. Spurgeon; 
YOU made a great mistake." <\'Well", said he, "wl1at did I say that was Wrong?" 
"You said ·that .j.! an unconverted mal!. could :ge~ to h.ea.ven he would ·pi-ck <the 
angels' .pockets." "I tJ:!dn.k he 'Would", 'Spurgeon said. "WeU", said the man, 
"don't you know angels hav~ no pockets?" And Spurgeon saId, "No, I did not 
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know t~at, I am glad III .be informed. I will change it, I am sure he wou·ld 
pull a .feat'her out of one of- the angel's wings!" It was but a simple· way of 
saying that he would be 'his old self·, and that he would carryon Ih-is old trade 
somehow or another. 

Wlh.at 110 we need? W·e need a salvati-on that is equal to the tas·k· of 
changing us ,from lour nat'ural state into a oond-ition where we shallibe in perfect 
harmony wi·th a Holy Gfod. And y.ou are not going to get that by any Social 
Servdce programme, iet me tell you that! And you are not going to get that 
'by any educati-onal :process ei·ther, nor by a.ny !princi.ple ·of a long d.ra.wn lOut 
process of evolution~there musto 'be a radical change. 

But ""hat has that got to do with the vir·gin 'birth? Just this, that the denial 
of the vir·gin birth involves inevita.bly a denial of the su·pernat'l1ralism of .the· 
Ohl'istian religion; it reduces the whole matter to the human plane. The very 
·best that such, a religion can dlo is ,to sew a .piece of new cloth on an old garment, 
and the Lord Jesus sadd ·that would not·· do. You mothers know that will not 110 
either, you know Wlhat 'I mean. I was talking to a man the other day who said 
be never knew what that meant. .If 'he ·had aslted his !Illother or his wi,fe, Sh.e 
could .haye told him'! It just means that if you have IOld cloth, and· you sew a 
piece of new cloth on it, it will tear away the old. ,And the Lord Jesus said 
that ih.uman nature was ,beyond· repair, and cou'ld not ;by any means be .patched up. 

W·here shaH we get a llew nature?' How shall we be m«de new creatures·'! 
WeH, this truth of the v.irgin 'birth postulatoes-no, ·rather to :be more explicit
it pl'OClaims a stupendous miracle, and it offers hope to me, ·who am "dead in 
trespasses and sins." "\\7Ihat is salvation? Listen. ·Merely subscribing· to a 
creed?-and I should 'be the lail.t·to belittle toil.e value of creeds---lNo; nb~ that. 
To be instructed in the truth of the Scr,ipture? No, -that is invalUaJble; but 

. that is not salvation. To be a member of ·the church? No! To 'be· baptrlzed? 
No! To come to the 'IArd's 'l'able? No! What is it? 'T·his :is what it is: 
~'Christ in you, ·the hope of gl-ory." ("A.!Illen!" "Hallelujah! ") "Ohrist in 
you"-and '1 do not see any chance of having Christ in us uiJ!lesil the Holy 
Ghost· shall come upon us, linless our hearts ·beoome the cradle in whIch' the· 
Christ is :born. In ot11er words, the miracle of th.e vdrgin 'birth, ,the miracle' of 
the resurrection, ·of w·hic11 I waR spe'a;king to you last Sund·ay evening, ",·hUe 
these events a.re facts of history, and: as sueh, may be brou·ght within tohe UmU 
of a certain time, there is a sense, in which -in their appLication, to the redeemed, 
they are a.geless experiences. ·The miracle of· t11e virgin ihirth is repeated·, the 
miracle iO"f the resurrection must! :be experienced, .by us, or we are yet in our 
sins. ("Amen!" "Praise the Lord·!") 

But oh, 111Y .brethren, the wonder of it all, willen the angel ,brought the 
wond'rous prom.ise to Ma:ry; and she was humbled·in contemplation of the :high 
honour that was 'promised :her, and asked .concerning this, "How?" even as 
Nicodemus asked a simBar questlcn, "How· can a !Illan be iborn wh.en 'he is IOld·?" 

. The answer was, "T:he Holy 'Gl108t shan come upon thee, and t'he .power of the 
Highest shan overSihadow Ulee: therefore also that ,holy thing which sh·all ,be 
Iborn of th.ee· s·hall be called the Son of God." Oh, that is what we need, that 
the Holy ,Spirit shaH come upon us, that the soul dead in torespasses and sins 
shan be quickened int~ newness of Ufe, and we· sohallibe Iborn again, or, perhaps 
more accurately, not so much ,born aga,in, although· we a.re born again, 'but 
"except a 11l,an be :begotten again, he ca·nnot see the kingdom of God." We are 
".begotten again" by t'he power of the Holy Ghost; and tohat !being so, there is 
not only .ho·pe, th.el'e is absolute certainty that some day ·w-hen the work Q-f 
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eh·rist is 'fin,ished we-:-oh, .say it over in your heart,' poor di'scouraged souls, 
say it wibh· me, for that lis .how [ ·feel about- it~we sh'8.11 :be without fault ~efore 
the throne of God. And another text: !He ,shall .present us "faultless ,before 
the ·presence -of his glory"! ,Faultless! Where? :According 'to human standards'r 
No! !Faultless 'be.fore IIlIen? No! He 'SIh.all present you faultless "before the 
presence of 'Ms glory." W,hen God wi'th-dra""s i'he veil and manifests Himself 
in all the fU'lness of His redeemin·g .glory and the ,g~ory of His redemption, even 
there 'our Lord shaH say, '''Dhere they are, ,perfect ,b,e.fore Ood." ("Praise the 
Lord.") @Ulness! "Unto the measure of HIe s·tature o~ the ·~ulness of Chr.ist"; 
we s'hall .be just Uke Him W~IO is "the express 1mage (}f his person". 

And ,1 do not wonder that He said He will do .ifl ':with exceeding JOY". 
Have you' ever wondered what is meant Iby that !passage. "WhiO 'for the j!>y that 
'was set 'be·fore him endured t'he cross, despising the: shame"? T·here is the joy, 
t.he j'oy of seeing at last of the travail of 'His soul, and 'being satisfied. In bhe 

'glory of ·the 'F1ather;s presence! 1 g.ive -It as my testimony that 1 want no 
'amendment to ·this gospel, it is good enough ·for me, and' it will Ibe .good enoUgll 
'whHe' Hme shall las!!. and throug,h all the dauntless cy"cles' Gf eternity. Oh, may 
God ,help us to yield ourselves to the regeneratiri.g 'power 'of tJh·e Holy ·Ghost. 

Let us pray: -0 Lord our God, we n!led su~h. a mighty ISaviour as TJlloU art. 
· Those of us whQ ·a.re Thy .children this evening. praise TJIee that 'f.hou hast 
come to us, aild saved us ;by Thy m·atcli.Iess grace. Let thts :be a' -niglht of con

·,fession. we pray T.hee. We have sought .flhe· ,~lessing of -God upon this' sei'vice, 
and· we :believe bli.at Thou wilt quicken souls dead in trellopasses and sins to:nig:ht. 
A'S ·those who stood 'by land saw Lazarus come forth ·from the grave at 'fhy call, 
·so let it .please Thee, 00 ,Lord, to "give 'us' the joy of seeing men quickened . !by 
the Divine ISpirit, and made new creatU!'es in Christ. We ask it· for His name's 
sake; Amen. 

(Ten rc.Yl)01Uled to the invitation). 

CHICAGO BAPTIST BIBLE UNION MEETING. 
The IEditor was .prjviIeged to speak at a B .. B.U. Oonference ·held in the 

Central Y.-M.C.A. Auditorium, Ohica·go, IDecember ·16th. ·'I1h.ere were· a'fternooll 
and evening sessions and a ,fellowsh1p ,banquet !betw~en at w.hich a·bout ninety 
sat down. 'There Wias a fine attendance at both public sessions, and severa.l 
.pastors were 'present .from out·;oide points. The services .showed a. very healthy 
.interest ·in !liB B:B.U. matters. The new FIeld Secretary. iRev. W. E. At1dnso~. 
was ;present, and Ibas evidently already won a la·rge .place -in the affections of 
.the people. 

: Does Your Subscription Expire in Decembe~. 7 . 
. Our Circulation Departmen,t informs us t'hat they have sent out approxi-

· mately fifteen bundTed notices to su-bscr~bers whose subscriptions e;xpire d·urin·g 
December. Fifooen hundred is no insignificant numiber even to a !paper with 

· a very large circulation. There has lbeen a -most gratifying response to the 
; notices sent out, 'and we mave tound that many are not only renewing thei-r 
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· su'bscri'ptiolls, 'but have ,put an es,timati:l. upon the value of -th'e 'paper equal to 
tlhat of our Italian .pastor, and .instead of sending $02.110 for renewal, they have 

.sent $10.00, others $5.00, and smaller amounts. This is to say that it wanld j! 

give the ·Editor a very merry 'Christmas if the office ·could report aU these .' . 
: \lu'bscrlptions renewed ,before Christmas. If you have not alr.eady sent· in your 
1oenewal, wHI you not please do it at once? 
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THE SEASON'S GREETINGS TO ALL "GOSPEL WITNESS" REApERS. 

The GospeZ Witness wishes its readers 1i"IMerry 'Ohr.istmas, ibuto we do not 
see how any'one -can really ,celebrate Ghristmas· without a: very real sense of

_thE) fa'v,our .and, proE)sence of Ohrist Himself. On the_,fir,st Ohri!lt.~las _m!>rn'illig 
H'e wa~ the 'Theme Oof the angels' music, the Object of the' star's direction, an.d 
.t~e O~e to W'hlom ~he wise nlen presented their .gifts of gold, ,frankincense,' a:nd 
m.y1'l'h; and we can eXllress no rjcheT wis'h ifor ollr fl,iend·s than thoa t thls 
Christmastime should 'bring them Iinto ·closer fellowsh.f.p and commun·ioil with 
Oh'rlst.·. . . 

. Wih'Eln the ,prodigal son cam.e home to his .father's ·house. t'hey 'bega~l to be 
·merry, a'!ld we 'kn()w of no true merri·ment to. ibe· ,found ,anywhere outside th,e 
Father'~ house; onllY 'as w,e enjoy His ,favour through His forgiving 'grace, and· 
wear :His To·be. ,and. soft at His ta'ble, can ,,,'e,really ha·ve the merry heart ,that 
,"doet'h good Itke a medicine". ·And, this is our wish ·for . every Witness reader 
.for tbas ChriSitmasUme..· . .' 
.. ' But we wish our rea:ders a·lso a Happy. New Yea.r. F,ew- win have come 
through the pr,es.ent year·w,ithout some sorr.ow: and som'e ,tears. ·We have made 
·many mi,stDlke's; iw,e' ,have O,r~'El'~ miss·ed O'llT way :in the jOllrney, and have had to 
retrace our ste.ps; ",'e' ha.ve fa.iled in many tparticulaor<l to I!-choieve that llpon 
whi-ch our hearts w·ere set-=-.but as ,the Old .. Year d'ies a'way, new; hc~e springs 
within our hearts t~t next year may ,be 'better because 'it shall Ibe '!new". 

lAnd w'ho of use does not need a New Y;ea'l' ,,,-hic'h shall 'be n8'\V in a thoonsan,d 
:particulars? 'W,e r,em.ind you '()If .Qne W'ho ,sa,id, "Beh'old', I ma'ke aoll things 
new:." He "can give .us a new ~"ear !by g.iv,inog us new ·grace, and ,new couraJ~e, 

,and a new endueinent of !pOwer. 'We i1ielieve that"Qn.ty as the year is new ca'n 
,it 'be happy. May ,we alI have 'a new eXiperience Of, the grace' and 'pow,er of <roil .- ., . 

McMASTER'S APPEAL FOR MONEY. 

McMa'ster University, 'we understand, d,s DlIIi'king Ipreparation to a,ppeal to 
th'e Denomination ,fo~ ,contributions to'ward a For,,~ard· Movement Fund. It 
will 'be 'WeH for Baptists everyw:,here to recognize what is involved in this 
a,ppea~, In Qrder that they ·may· ha'Ve some l1n:d'ers't~nd'ing of the character or 
the 'institution and· the work to wh1ch tbey ·contribute. . 

What w.ill the ,m.oney ,gIven to McM,as'ter University 'be used for? Jot 'will 
!be us,ed to maintain an institubioll that dl's'credits th.e Word of God. Its Faclll'ty 
and Govern·ing Bodies ·have :pr,ollounced' themselves In favour of a v,iew of 
Scri"pture ',,~hlch d·enies tITe Mo:saIc a'utborship ()If the Pentateuch, ""hi-ch denies 
the h'istoricity of Jona:h, and' "'hieb: ,theref.ore, denies . the 'infa,liibiHty of Christ. 
What ought a really saved, ,man Wb'o has Ib·een made a new creature in Christ 
by the power of the Holy iSplrit, wbo'believes the'13i:ble to 'be God's W,ord. and 
who trll:sts JesuS! Ohri·st as iSaviour and Lord-what answer OThght ,he to ,make 
to an appeai for .funds to S'lliPport such an ins tI twti on ? We ,should ,say that if 
he were maDlY times a miI:liona1re, .if ·he ",-,ould Ibe ,faitbfll'l to hls. trust as one 
of God's stewards, he would refuse to give .one penny to snch an ,institution. 

Once lID'ore: . McMaster University ha'S aoppointed, retained, ·and endorsed, 
a man who denie.s that ,Ohri,st ,bor'e the ,pllnisil'1l;lent af our sins and died 'the 
1us-t" for the' un1us.t, that hoe might 'br:i·Djg 'us to .God". .McMaster University ill 
on record, as endorsin'g a man, who denies the very central and ,fundamental 
truth o:r the OOSlpei of CbJrist.- !Sure~y God's stewards ought to re;l\ll'&e to g,ive a 
'single c'ent to support sllch an institution. We ha'V,e ,sometimes' w,ondered 
where the th.l.rtY' ;pie,ces of sHver 'c'ame from '\Vh·i·ch 'Were used to 'pay J'udas for 
'his betrayal of tbe Son of :God .. ;Did ,the c1l:ief ,priests and tobe scribes take up 
a coHection for ,the IPUr:pO'se?, 'If they dtd, could any true lo·ver of Christ make 

"any contr.ilbutiQn to ·a !!lund to lIle use·d f,or such ·.an in·famous purpose? As we 
view tbe matter, !Prof.essor Marsha'll's teaching amounts'.to an absol'U't~ ;betraya,! 
,of the truth, of t'h'e gOSJpel;' and ,we 'believe that alllY'One w,ho would give, to 
'su,pport M,cMaster und'er the'present c:rcnmstallces wowlet ,be.a,s,sistin,g to r,aise . . 
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anot-hel· thirty .pieces· of silver ·to pa.y a modern Judas ·for crudfydng the Son 
of God afresh,. 

In view of 'McMaster!s open repud~tion of evangel'icall- principles, we can 
see no sound reason why any genuine Chrisdan should give a CO·Plper. to its 
8~lpport. 

THE JANUARY MISSIONARY CONFERENCE. 

In 'addiUoll to the Con,ference call issued through The GospeZ Witne"s of 
Decemlber 16th. the Committee have .sent out t·he ·CaU in pamph-let form- this 
week to thousands of Baptists throughout Ontario and Quebec. accompan.i:ed 
by the tfoHowJnlg letter: 

325 ·Soudan Avenue, 
Toronto •. Decemlber 17th; 1926. 

Dear Fellow-BaptJst: 
We enclose here·'\'I-i-th. a Call to 31 ·general meeting of Regular Baptists 

to consider ·the ,for:mation of a new Society of Regular Baptists for th.e 
PUl"pos;!! of carry·ing on missional"lJ". ev·angelisti'C, and educational WOM. 

We ask you to consider the Call ca.refully and 'pr'ayerfully, a'lld: df you. 
are in accord with the pur>pose and 'principles set forth th.erein, we affec
tion",tely invite you; and in view· of the ·present situation in our Con· 
vention '\'I·e wouJd. urge you to 'be present at the meeting. A helpful Qnd 
Buita·ble 'Programme is 'being arra'll'ged, the details· ·of which will 'be tpu-b-
Ilshed later. . 

Extra copies of tlie Call ar.e enclosed' for 'YOUT interested' d'r!'ends, 
,w·hom you ma.y invite to come wi·th you. . 
. Entertainment win· be· provided for out-of-town visitors .on -the u:sual 

-pIan. and· in order to aid the committee it is requested. that all out-of-town 
. f!jends who intend ·~eing pr-e.sent, s'6I!d their names to the 'Secre~, 
·Rev. Alell1. Thomson, 325 Souda!ll Ave., Toronto 12. on the form a;ppended, 
sta-ting w.hether or not they ","m requiTe entertain·ment. 

Trust-ing we shall have your iJlray·ims a·nd· your ,presence. 
Yours on behalf of the Comm:ittee, 

. Rev: Alex. T'homson, . 
326 Soudan Avenue, 

. TorontJo, 12, Cana.da. 
Dear Mr. Thomson: . 

W.· J. H. BRO'WIN, Ghairman. 
ALEX. THOMSON, .Secretary . 

This is ,to say I .sha.ll attend the meeting in. Toronto, J.a·nuary 11th 
and 12th. 

Name ................................................... . 

Address .............................................. . 

Church of which member ............................ . 

Do you desire enterta.in-ment .......................... . 

If any readers o.! The Go.ypeZ Witness who are Baptists, anyw,here in 
Cana.da .. should have !been mossed·, we hope. they Will a.cceopt thois letter ~. a 
person~l letter to themselves, t-hat all wh·o can possi'bly do so wioU ,be with lUI!! 
in Toron'to January 11th· and 12th. It would Igrea.thy ass·lst the Billeting Com
.mUtee.i;i' those intendin:; to ,be present at the Convention would 'be good enongh 
to send the Committee notice of their intention. 

ANOTHER TORONTO C.HURCH TAKES ACTION. 

At the Annua1 Bus·jness Meeting of {,he p.a,pe A"enue Ba.ptist Clmrch, held 
Deceiniber 15th, resolutions were passed dea·ling ,wit.h the .present denomina
tional situation. We have not the exact text of the resolutions, 'but .they were 
to the effect thal1 tthe Pape Avenue Ohurch wouid. discon~iilUe all its finanoiaJ 
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support to McM'aster UniversIty as long as ;Profes·sor L. H. Marshall ds retaine.d 
on the stafll. 'By resolution' also the church decid·ad to withdraw ,financial suip

. port from- the Board of Religious Education, and ,from the Baad of Social 
Service; and eXipressed: I'egret at the action o-f th·e First Avenue Convention· in 
.endorsilng the teach1ng and retention of ,Profes'sor L. H. Marshall. 

. LIttle by Ubtle the churches are oom1ng to recognize the truth of the allega·. 
tions made respecting Professo-r MarshaH. McMaster has sown the wind, and 
in God's good time wiU reap the whirl,wind; 

LAST SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 

Notw,ithstanding the distra(lbions of the Ghristma'S season, last Sunday 
was a day of ·bless1·n·g in Jarvis Street. For SGme oU.me we 'have Gmitted' our 
short Jarv·is Street notes, ·feelin·g that it would ibe presumptuous to exrpect .our 

·great Witness fam-ily to be espeelal1¥' interested in the aiIairs o-f Jarvis Street; 
IImt we have learn~ from many sources that the .people are disappoi-nted ""hen 
no note a'bout our ser:vices is in·cluded. 'We therefore report that three reo 
sPonded ,to the ,invitation last; Sunday mor·Ding, and· ten in the evenf.n,g;· w·bJi~e 
fOUl' candidates ,were iba~tized . 

. The ~ayer mootin'gs are well ,sustained, and we are lookin.g forward to 
great -blessing in the weeks to come. 

THE 'CANADIAN CONFLICT 
; By Dr. W. B. Riley. 

The following article has been received from Dr. W. B. Riley, who is 
.; known 8S a champion of the Faith all over the continent. Even the 

enemies of the truth listen when' Dr. Riley speaks, and perhaps there is 
no man in Ame~ca more generally feared by MOdernists than he. Dr. 
Riley's ministry is a striking vindication of Fundamentalism. It was our 
privilege to preach afternoon and evening at the opening of Dr. Riley's 

'new and enlarged auditorium. At the three services of the day, by actual 
.. count of the ushers, there were only six less than eight thousand pel"$QllS 
.present. '. . 

This great church and Sunday School and the Northwestern Mission
ary Training; School show what the o1d-fashioned gospel preached in the 
power of the Holy G~ost can accomplish. . 

'We agree with Dr. Riley. We have been altogether too merciful. 
Until one has actually crossed swords with Modernism, he would never 
imagine that supposed gentlemen, not to say Christians, could, descend 
to such depths of untruth and dishonour, as are sounded by its defenders. 
Next week we shall be under the necessity of revealing one more example 
of the principle that wherever fundamentalists "hold forth the word of 
life", they bear their witness in the midst of "a CROOKED' and perverse 
nation." Watch for our article next week on how the minutes of the 
Board. of Governors are twisted.-Editor "Witness". 

·"The ·Canadian COI1llict concerning the faith has inter-ested, me f.oi· years. 
Dr. T. T. Shields I had' seen Ibut once and hracl- never heard spe.a.k, when oI se
cured'a volume :from h·ls pen ipu:tllished ea·rly· w-ithd-n the .time of the late ,,,,.'&!r. 
I read the same with increasing. interest anm when I had com,pleted its q~st 
page, I sa.id' to ~'self., 'Tbat is a -sound·, s·cri:ptu-ral" deliverance. Us> autlror 1s 
a man of courage and its' pu:tllicatdon Is ear-taln to iproduce a oonfi·ict In Canada: 
Tlie years followln'g have a'bunda·ntly illustra.ted 'both ·my mus;iIlgs and:proph-ecy. 

Shields' Victories 
-]Iave enb.ea.rtened ·Fundamen·talists [from yettr to year. The' report emanating 
'rexm eacl1 convention left Ithe interested pu.bllc wit!h 1Ib.e impression ·that the Can· 

.adian Baptists'were, in the main, sound, and:excited the expectation that MdMas-
ter University WOUld" be compelled "to'change'l1s course and to end Its· the.ologi
ca:l down grade if it were t'O be supported il:iy the denomination. oAt tbe 
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conclusion 'of two annual conventions in continued de'bates, .Shields won, 
and the things for wh·ich Ihe stood were ,backed by a .bi·g majority of his 
Can.adian brethren. In· truth, it seemed to the .inte1:ligent 'bystander that he 
had' compelled t'he Chan-cellor and· "certaoin ·professor.B' of Me-Ma·ster University 
to .faJ.l jnto ,line wloth h~s dema'DdoS, thereby savi-ng their skin·s·. In reading these 
annual reports it was it \ll'leasure to note that ,sMelds de.por'ted hhnse·U as a 
'Chl'istian statesman in ·each .a-nd' e·very one olf the conflicts·. W'hen he bad won, 
·he t.ook no :undue advantat~e 'Of bis vIctory, and sought to. ~ay DO i'ntolera;ble 
burdensrupon the vanq:uisbed. He merely appLied. 'for a ret·urn to Blllptist falvh 
and Ba!ptist practice and' the ·conServation ()If· ·M-cM·aster'·s e·s.tablish;ed sta'Ddards. 
In ·the verbati.m report Qf ·this -convention we·ha·ve not found from the I;ps of 
Sh·leld's onll ·phrose that was to be regretted· !because' ·of -its evident tack .of 
'Ohdstian -coUl~teSy ·or sanity of expr·ess,lon. We Il!re comrpeHed theref.ore to 
-contraSlt .these·I}"ears with the one just finioshed by tIie annual .meeting o·f Ontario 
'!1nd Quebec Ba,pti.s·ts. 

The Unchristian Attacks 
upon Shields per;;~malIY, and upon all !Jhose who have shown any sympathy 
with. ,him,. is tlhe most outstanding im.pressIon of the inte,1ligp.nt reader. Over 
the ·States' iborder .S'hdelds is thou'glht of and .spoken of as ~ther a severe fighter, 
and at time.51 ,his :langua.g,e hillS ;been criticized iby :the .United·ISt-ates ,papers 'as 
a 'bit strong. But jt 'WOuld seem that this is a Briti.!l'hJ habit and that among 
his 'brethren at 'home, Shields is the .mHd-.mann·ei"ed man of them all. I' have 

. J)la'Yed> some :part in the controver-sy .. now . :raging throughout the world'. As 
pres!dent of the wprld'oS Christia-n Foundamentalist Association and. vlce·pres!
dent for the iNorthern' -BaJ)tists "CQnventoion ,terrUory' of'the Baptist BI'ble Union, 
I ·hav·e been in more than one lbattle, and in 'view of the exl.Sotln·g -condi,tions, T 
confidently ,eXopect to have to' en'galg>e' in· others. -. But in the' Northern Ba.ptist 
Conventiou. ,to. w.hich. I have limdte.d my den.ominationa·)" utterances. I have 
never heard from any of my clPponents sentences ak.in" fo ih'ose ',,'hlch were 
voiced 'by IShields' op.ponents in the late:Canadlan controversy. Ta·ke, .for .instance, 
,my 'good for,mer ;friend, Dr .. John MacNei}I. Twenty:five and thlirty ~'ears ago 
John and -I were, the ·best· ,ai .friends. I went to him niore than once in Wllnni
:peg'. I dedica'ted .hi;s ·enlang·ed: h'ous.e. I he1-(l 'V\'Uh hl1in Bible co·nference.51 'and 
evangelisti.c meeting,s' and; loved him weI·I. I ·pr·ea·ched in his J)u1J)it w.ithout a 
sangIe -cr.ltlcism :from his Lilps lbufw:J.th encoura.gement and comproments. 'exactly 
",'hat I beUeve and' teach llOW. Wheu·l .m.ade up my mind .that 'I. coutd not 
a·cce·pt the ,pastorate of the W~lmer Roa'd Ch.urch in Toronto. I so relJOrted' to 
their -committee, a-nd· ·glad.Jy ady·ocated their ·calHng J.oh'n MacNeHI. It is a 'bit 
.sur.prising therefore to note that the "Ev,ening Telegra,m" of Toronto. October 
23, ·records th.is statement ·fro.m· John's u.ps, 'Dr . .8'hields has atta'Cked aal. the 
!board,s as .!part .olf the ,continentWiid·e ,pl'O·pa!gamla 'carried ,ou by the Baptist 
Biible Union, whose leader and' cha'mtp~'on ,in the .South is Dr. J. Fra'n'k Norris; 
Dr. Riley of Mi-nnealpoLis ·fn the' West. a'Dd Dr. Shleld,l!>, the'presldent, j·n Canada. 
Their methods are the same everywhere.' . 

On!! grieves t·he ~oss' of ;trea,s'lired, 'frIend·snips. and the s·a-ddest thing a'bout 
Modemism ,I·s tha.t of se.pa:raUon '-between brethren "Viha were dose, .mutual 
lov~rs. But this [au.guage from John's lirps' i.s rather m.ild as com.pared· with 
other sente·nces that are' stenogra:phlically relportfld as dn M·acN~m's speech. 
For InBitan-ce, ".the .only attemipt that I have ever ,found to 'browheat that 'bod'y' 
(t'he 'Senate) and to ,club it into :sulb.mlission was ma.de Iby IDr. Shield'51 'h,;mself 
since he came to the. 'Senate." But i:t m.ust .be· confessed tha't oOur f'riend Jo~:Q., 
though speaking: strongly. lteopt weH ",itMn the limits of Chri-Sltiau ·conrtesy a-s 
compared ",;I.th som.e 'nf h.i.s. fellO''\'I'"-s:poke.siDllen. Take :flor in.s.tance the Ial1g,uage 
of Pro·fessor Mar,s·hRill, the man 'Who 'has ,mad'e' this 'breech and whose in·flu·ence 
on C'a'nadfan Baptists 'h1as been .dl.visive. ·Since 'he cros·sed the ocean he has 
d·ivided ,the student body, and he ii'as ta.ken .. positiol1,s ,t.hat have terminated the 
'posltions of some of the oldest and most honoured of the !professors, and 'he has 
caused years' o.! ibitternes'51 in .the annual" s'ess'Ions of the Provincial Convention. 

:He n.as not ,enjoy·ed the 'W·idth af. th.e \VeSltern. Can!!!cLian .plains that p.;·ave John 
·MacNe.iU 'bois more ).jiberal 'outlook, nor 'has he had th.e -advallta'ge of that more 
·AmeTi.ca.n method which. says" a th1ll'g. 'plain:ly, ibut .less offf!lls"ive1y. W,ith true 
. Br.it·ISlh boastl'ulne.ss :he .remlarks; ·'·!Dr. ,g'hields, ibec'amse .J referred to 'som.e en
d·ence ()!f spiritual 'he.alirug··as· . .a s'ciilliefic .!f,ad. hoas- c'ii'~i\:jated the relport that I 
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teach in daB& room {'hat Jesus C.hrist· is a tri'c'kster, an ·j.gnoramus au<l a de· 
ceive·r. 1 .say when he ·said that, 'that .Dr. S'hnelds was 'guHt;y, not onl.y clf the 
wickedest .lying a·nd .. slander, 'but .he deSlcended' .to t~e ·most 'vulgar IlIbus'e." Not
withstanding ,that eries of "Oh, Oh." met tlhis descent, the professor' is reporte.d 
to have continued, "I ~ave goLven YQU just a f·ew exa.mples, and spealking quite 
calmly and delIberately, and without any ·maUce, I tllJke aU thos'e sugogestions 
which have !been taken from The Gospel Witness and 1 thrust them 'baek 
again do'W1l Dr.. S·hields' th.roat, and 1 say to bim: ~hou a·iest!" . " 

The Northern Ba.ptist ICOnvention con·troversy has not as yet descended .to 
th.e·se depth~. But ·the ·choi·cest< 'bit of virulent language see~s to have' been 
reserved for a man w.ho 'has for some yeaor,sl Ibeen a .canaddan .. Iu .fact, so 
dele-ctaible a descent' was' the 'Slpeec'h that I am no.w about to quote, that Mc
Master's ·d·efender.s have· ,been em'barrassed 'by .it ·and ha!v,e sough.t to soften· the 
impression made by the same, in ·eXlpJanations .and semi-apologies, ·for the Rev. 
A. J. Vining ca,pped. the cl.imax of anti..Qh,ristian speech when he sai~', address· 
ing his remar.ks to Dr. Shields and ··his assoc'iates, 'I 'li:ave 'more respe'ct Ifor a 
toad, catching fiies in the vapor of a dunghi:H; th.an !for some of ,you.' 

That there al'e difficult dalY.Sl ahead in our Ba,ptist Conventions 11,0 oue 
doubts.' . 

This wr.itez: eX.presses th·e 'ho.pe ,that this Cauadian custom .of lVIodern:sts 
may not 'be C'omllnu'l1'i'Cated to either the Southern '01' Northern Ba.pt:slt Co~ven· 
tion debates. 'OlUr modern,:sts in .the Northern vonvention have again and 
aga'in hiss·ed. .How·ever, 'W'e ho;pe ,to see t·hem nescend no dee·per. 

But T.here is Another Feature 

.in this contl·iet that must impress intelligent r.eaders. Modernism is reason
:aJble ,on,ly will.en dn· .the minority. It ,,;ou~d seem that 'Dr. ,Shields .has won -this 
ba·tllie. at least twice iin previous conventions; and never made h'is vietory 
tile o-cca·s·ion of per.Bollal or denomiuational .()ppression. He w.as 'content to ask 
the Balpt'.st'.s pa-pe·)· to 'be imlpartial and 'give slpace at .Jea.st to the ex-pression of 

'. >both sid·es ·of the controv·ersy. 
Bu.t .w:h.en ·his Oip.ponent,s won a s;ngle victory and find themselves 'backed 

'bY a majority, .they do wihat modernism. has d'Qne in every instance, push their 
victory ,to the last ·po.ssible·lPoi-nt, and th,ey strai~htway took O'ccas-ion· ,to .excl.ude 
Sh,ield.s' and his church .from !the convention. Thi.s ·is modernism's met-h·od. 

· When the Conveu~i,en. waf;! in· sessiou a.t :J3uff·al~" New .Yor.k, we could have 'sold 
·The BU1Jtist, we could have changed the characier or eomplexipn ,olf any part 
· of the convention ·prograIJ:!,me. But i·n answer: to the specious ,plea. o.f tl1e 
· "middle of the' l'qader.s" that everythlng would, ,be !put right 'i.f we would only be 
patient, we surrendered and waited. A year 'la'ter ·at Des,·Mo!,nes·. Iowa, every 
motion made 'by Fundamentalists· carried, and again 'We were counseled -to Ibe 
patient and· 8iSSoured t·hat ,the denomInation' wou.Jd· J'ight di.sordoeTs. However, 
at Atl~ntic City F'undamenta-li.st.~ "Yere ·~carcely heard .. f.l"iom, owing to a prev
iously. arranged ·prom.ise oLsi,lence. A y·ear ·later ·Moderni.sm. ,secur·ed .its major-

: ~ty by .the :petifectiIig '001' a Political or.g·liniatio:n made 1lip iil the 'ml8l:n of em-ployed 
state secretaTies and other ,salaried 1ndividua;1.51 who have ~een' th'e balauce of 

· power' in every ·convention ·vote since tlllken .. Now that thew ar·e 'in the saddie, 
no man is toleralted any moore than is a'bsoiu.te~y neees·sary .. And now Dr. 

· Shields Ol! Toronto is treated a.ne·r ,the' same manner, t'he ·moment that Mod· 
: ernism find·s itself in the !majori,ty. 'Most of us· a·re not· sorry -to .!l·ee it so. We 

. have 'hundreds of th·e ",middle of ·the roaders" whO' ha.ve never yet \Va'ked up 
· ·to"·the .fact tha't t-his ·is a real fi.g-ht,- and .will .be ':w,a,ged until one Slide or t-he 
.:othe·l'· Is: 'PUlt out o.! ·pommnssion. T.he Mod.ernists are.·ma.kl.ng that Increasingly 
· ev.ident. May:be my .own c.hurch. ,wnl ,be the nex·t set for slaugh,ter. J,f ,so. we 
· shall acce,pt t-he conelusions of the State Convention of Minnesota and o·f the 

Northern Baptist Convention, "'ith()Uot lower.ing our fia'g or givinl! one· ser.ious 
thought·to compromoise. . . 

, Iu rev]'6'wing the lpast, we .g'l'ievc that we eV61' truf,lted these men 01' imagined 
· that they we·re fair. We ·ha.ve found that our ·tr,llst ,was" misplac'ed and OUl' 
.. ilmagina.tion 'Wa'S. unwarranted. They are determin.ed to Cllrry t.he B.a·ptist d·e· 

nomdnation· over to Unitar.ianism a.nd either our leader'Slhip will have' to' be 
· changed· or FundamentaHsm, wh·ic11: is a Siyuonyom [Or Ba·pUst falith, wiH perish 

at theIr bands: Th.!,SI writer as'k,s· for no s·pecia.l quarter; !begs no Ipersona.l 
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·consideration. He ad,mlires S,h1elds for ,the ,fight he has ma<de in Canada and 
-believes thav Ule reaction ,,~iU ibe deleterious :both to the Convention that took 
·the ~ate 'Iln-'Christian course, and to McMaster University ,in its ,furtiher endorse

. ,m,en of a moan 'Whose faith as< not C'hr-isUa'll and ,w'hose defense haJs' ibeen far 
·,from- the s·ame. 

H was Gana.da that sent to the IStates George B. Foster of the University 
.. of Chicago, Cross of 'Rochester and IMatthews of Crosier, a'lld we .have not h'ad 
. more undesirable m,odernists among us. Our cause has ibeen menaced iby these 
men as 'by ;f·ew ot/1er.&. McMaster's is nOlt a igTeat university, it is a little one. 
'WIe prediict tha·t ,it ,,"1\11 'be stUl smla.Uer as the years go !by. McMaster's is not 
'in the ,positi.on ,()If Brown Un·i.vermty and Rochester Univ·ersity and 1P1·:.nceton 
'Uldversity, with enormous endo.wments. They ,can live and de·fy -the faIth of 
the men that made tllem ,possi-ble, a 'posItive :proof ,that an endOlW'Illent is not of 

·{'rOd. But Mc'Master',s is not Sltrong enough yet, .financialllY. to c'\Jispense 'With 
-"the faitll once for all" of 'belieVers. To 00 ·sure, the !Rockefeller ,funds may 
come to her ald. for .they are· jn the tbusiness· 0:1l ,streugtheulng heresy. But 
God lives' and ,the truth has a marvelou·SI albidity to com.e ,back. All terms of 
errol' have a·lways !been tempora.rr, and· herelill is our confidenc,e. 

One th,in'g more we must remal'k upon· before ,finlsh,ing this a·l't.icle. Woe 
are .proud of 8hiel<ls' d'eportmen,t in that Convention. He sat. accordIng to the 

:l'e,ports, silently for the most part, .t:11rough a mosb severe arraignment of sIan· 
der and all the l'e.5>t, hut when 'he arose to speak cons·tant he·c·kUng came in 

: from !Modernist quarters. Yoong Brown, LintlOn and others, who were 
equally entitled to Ibe .heard, were heckled in the same manner by lih.e· 
Modernists. We waIllt to express here the ho,pe that even though we' 

-lose 'by it, Fundamenbaldsts will ·forever play the game fairly and be
"have themselves decently, refrain from ibisses, catcalls iIlnd every form. 
,of ·heckllng. The trut'h does not need sucb, defense and it Is never aided' 
'by such eJCipl'·essiollS>. Decency, good order,' Christ!oa·ll deportment are the evi
,dences oJ: genuine Christian chara·cter and' 1t is in va;in for us to ,profess Fun
damen,taHsm ·in theology unless we ibrlng the ,same In,to .practice in a!\l .mabteTs. 

·-The truth ,is only v'alu1IJble as i.t is in'carnated ,in man, and .that i,s' why God took 
the eternal truths of bds holy word and· 'V'oiced them once more in ".oh1'15t, the 
Living W1ord." He wan,t·ed men .to see w,hat /We need to "lmow a'lld that is, only 
'w:hen trU'IJh in the aibstract .ha·rm·onizes with truth in the concrete, can· truth 
itsel;f trtum·ph. A .thousandlfold !better meet d'CIfeat in fair fighting and ·con

.tending ,for vhe ,fait'll, than to win l1he victory Iby (latcatls, hdssing, heckling, 
charges of slander, de,scent to vulg·a·r speech and aU the ·res't. My ,plea, a& a 
.Fundamentalist is. ,tllat we let ModernIsts ·ha.ve a ,monopoly of all of these.ancl" 
that we acquit our,selv,es not as men only, !but as Chr.istians in evel1Y con.tro· 

·versy. 

CALI·fOR-N'IA B.B.U. ANNUAL MEETING. 
The Fi,fbh Annual lMeeting of ,the !Baptist Biible Union of OaUtGrnla rwM' 

'''held In the First Baptis-t Ohurch, of Ceres (W. 1M. McCart, Pastor), 'Nov. 16 
to liI, inclusive. Among .the speakers were: B. F. FeJ-lman, President: .Supt. 

··Hur:lJburt of the 'Bi'ble Institute: C. :S. KnIg'h.t, Geo. Francis, and. others. 
'Ilhe conif:erence was largely attended; and 811 oflhe night sessions the ohur'oh 4 

·was filled to capacity. Higlh ·spiritua.l 'levels were attained', an·d ,the fineat I 
'possible fellowship enjoyed th-rong;hout. . ~ 

'The ehu1'ch at CereS' !has ·been goin·g· throug'll. fiery trials; and' the B.B:U. 
:meetin.g··gave t·hem all that CO'Illd ·be desiTed in .inspirallion and encouragement. 
B!lble Unionists ,should lPl'ay ,much for this nobIe chwrch and its ,persecuted 

. ·pastor. Brother ,McCart is the victim c)f .a, m-erci~e!:!s II1lach-ine, "lhlch he haa 
'h'ad: .the .courage to oppos'e. 

The following otlficers were elected' for the ensu'in,g year: President, Rev. 
·B. I", 'Fellman, 'Pasadena; V~ce-President, ·Rev. W. A. 'MalltlIews, Los Angeles; 
Secretary-Treb.'st~rer, Re'v. J-oseph ·MacDona,ld, Escondido; EXec!l\!ti'Ve. Com
m,jUee', Rev. Oh&'S. E. Hurloburt, ·Los Ange,les; Rev. Geo. R. Dye. ,San Berna.rdino; 
·H. Con-e, Strat'hmo;re; M. Phmps, Sta.nley :Matthews. A. S. FIeldIng. T. B. 
J{itpatric. 
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BAPTIST BIB~E UNION SENIOR LESSON· LEAF 
Vol. 2. T. T. SI-!IELDS, Editor. No; 1. 

Lesson 4. First Quarter. january 2Srd, 1927 
-----------------------~----~---

'THE MIRACLE AND THE SERMON. 
Lesson Text: Acts, chapter S. 
I. THE FIRST APOSTOLIC MIRACLE. Vs. 1.11. 

1. Ii is sig·ni-ficant that -it sho.uld, ·be a:ssociatecl" with, the ,hour o.f pray>er. 
The ibeliever's cbJI~ concern .is to mlainta'in unbrolten communicatio.n with 
div·ine ;resources. 2. T'he lame ma·n had ,been ·a cripple· from ·birth. God is alb1e 
to co.rrect the faults of nature. We are all -sinners 'by ibirth as well as by 
clLo1ce. ·3. It ·was a true insllinct ·which led· thi.s man to ·e:x:pect he~p ·from those 
who. went u,p to ,the 'templ,e to pray. Meli of ·the world are often· critical of the 
church, ,but ,in the hour of thefT tro.ll/ble it is to pr·aying ,men they co,me: 4. It 
is ever so. that men care more ·for theIr -bodies than their soulso, and wo·uld 
measure the m~nistry -of ·an indivIdual or an ,institution to the community iby 
th:e material good it accom'plishes'. 5. The wposties were w.ltltout money, ·but theY 
wer·e not w·ithout .pow,er .to m,inister. The ·church's mr.ni-stry is never cl"i:ppied 
primarny :J>y Us .povertlY. G<>d has' acco.m:plished his 'greate,st work ,thro.ngh, the 
poor. 6 .. Ev.ery true "b&liever may, elf he ·will, render to· needy moen a greater 
service than mere almsg·ivlng. It is not the want of :money, ,bu,t the want of 
that myos,te·rious,· intangible, "such as I ·have" that cripples ,the ·church and the 
indIvidual. 7. This mir.acle was the· fulfilment of the· Master's ,promise to h,is 
diSlCiples. It w·as· a silg·n of theIr· apostl·e·shi,p, even as His m-ira!cles had been 
signs of His Mes·siah'SiMp. 8. It may 'be doubted -whether anyone· has 'power 
to con'f~r Iblessing, even in·a materia~· way, w,ithout spiri,tual ,power. 9. It was 
-fitting that the healed' ma'll sbould use ·h·is new ·found ·strength to wal.k. and 
leap, and :praise God,. ·So .ought aU to do. 10. The genulnenes.s of the miracle 
wa's patent ,to aU. That wb'icil: God works ,w.iJ.J. always 'stand the ·te·st. 11. Tbere· 
is a peoulial' aifection between tbose who receive s.plritua:1 ibene·fit and ·those 
·t:hroug·h w'h-om it is conv·eyed (v. 11). 
II. PETER'S EX·PLANATION OF THE MIRAC.LE. 

1. -He d·iscla-im-s all ·cred"it for· the accoID'pJi.shmen't. 'It is vit~lly important 
<that Ch·ri·sUan w()I'kers sbould 'fil'st get th:ems-elves out .af tbe way. The Hol!y 
Spirit does not engage to g.lorify any man or .in·stitution, but only to' glorify 
Chni'st. /2.. ·Peter ·connects the Lord Jesu-s with the ·wor·th.y mi·mes .0If those in 
whomo they believed; Aobraha,m, 'Isa'ac and Jacob. Th:ere 1s a 91pir·itttal tact
fulnes·s whicb is divi·nely taught. 3. He identi-fies the despised and crucified 

. Jesus as th·e Son of God, now ddvinely glor:ifI.ed·, ·and ·contrasts the acHon of 
G.od' in gloriof.y"ing Chorjst ,,~ith that of ·men. 4. He does not hesl-~ate to charge 
theml wfth the re,spollS,i1bility 'o:f the murder of the Prince .of 'Life (vs. 1'l1-15). 
Peter IS'pelliks v·ery d,iTecHy and personall!)" ·The· most important paTt of a'DY 
sermon is lots a:pplloation. Nathan's .pa·rable 'becomes eifective only when it 
reaches tWe cHmax· "Thou art t,he .man". ,So- te·nchers ,s·hould r·emem:ber that 
w,hen they 'ha'Ve held \~Jl the tl'uth of the lesso·n ibeJfore the·ir scholars, ,t·hey 
should prayerfully ma1l:e a ·persona~· a.pplication ot it to those w·hom ,they teach . 

• 5. ·:Peter declar·e.s himse·lf to be a "itness of the ·resurrectlon· O'f Ol1"ri·s,t, thus 
fuJofIlJci·ng· the missi'On 'Upon "~hich ·he had Ibeen div.inel.y sent (v. 15). 6. Such 
·blesos·ing .as ,the iame man rece-ive<1' throu!gh theIr mln·istry ·bad come -to Mm 
through faith ·in the name of Christ. amI tbere Is no· otber wa'y to estabUsh 
connection with heaven: "W-itbout ·faith; ri,t is i.m,possi-ble to :plea·se God." 
7. There 1·~ sIgnificance jn Peter's charge that the religious Jeader.s of ~he day 
had cruci.fied Ghr.ist "through ignora.nce": ·a cha:rge d"OltibtIess wbich WO'uld eut 
them more dee·ply th·a·n aIllY .othe·r cOMlpla'in-t -could do. But the an-t-agon,ism of 
m'en toward ·Cil-rist is ahvays· to 'be at-tri·buted to i-gnorance: ·"If Ol1r gos-pel be 
hid. it ·is ·bid to them that are ·lost: In whom- the god of th·is world ,hath :bJ.lnded 
the minds of them which ·beli-eve 1l0L" 8. Til-i·s pre·a-c.her sbilJ keeps to his Book. 
and iusists that that w.Mch was 's,p·okep. Iby ,the mouth of tbe pro.phets was 
someth,ing wh'ich God had shown. 
III. PETER'S EXHORTATION. 

. 1. He caUs them to repentance as a conditioll of forgiveness. Tbere can 
be no forgiveness 'without repentance (v. 19). 2. He -re·fers to the secon.d 
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coming of our Lord as an event wh,!ch must inev.i'tably come to ·pass that all 
the scrIptures might 'be fulfilled. How thIso preacher. magnifies the S·c)."bptures! 
3. He not only refers to scr.!:pture, 'but actually quotes' '.it (vs. 22, 23). 'It js well 
for us thoat God ,haso given us sem'e .enlightenment to ·help ot-h·ers tc und'ersotand 
'the scri'pture, ·even a'so P'hHip rod·e with the Ethic.pian 010 gu.id·e· .him,· 'but -it ·is 
often ·equally useful te ·con·tent ourselves with quo bing .scr·ipture, depending 
l~pon the Holy Spi.rit t'O make use of ·it. 4. Thiso .spiTit fiUed .man declares o1;ha·t 
all 's'cripture is related' t'O Chdst, and that the pro.phets, whe have gone' ·beflOre, 
were but preparIng the way f·or Him W'he at la.s·t comes ·as the 'Vord of God 

.(vs. 2'2-2'5). 5. Ghrist came into the 'world, not to ·sa'Ve men in thedr si'ns, but 
from their ,sins (v. ·26). 
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TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY, 
337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2. 

Thjs' ne;w Baptist CoHege rendered necessary by the Inroads 'Of 
Modernism, wllI open its classes on January 4th, 192'7, dn the Seminary 
Building, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto. 

A five months' (21 weeks') course, including among other sUibjects, 
instruction in Bi·ble Doctrine, oMissions and Evangelism, Ohurch Organ· 
ization, Pastoral T.heology, Hebrew, Greek, and Engl,lsh, will start on 
above daote. 

A Pastors' Three Year Course will commence In the fall of 1927. 
;Students' taking the introductory course from January 4th wiH count in 
·the tlh.ree years' course. 

Applications .from intending students, and Ifrom ethers desiring' 
infermatien, should 'be made 00 the Rev; W. J. Millar, Seminary BuUding, 
337 Jarvis Street, Teronto 2, Canada. 

lt will not be possible to completely organIze a faculby for the first term 
of tJhe ,Seminary. We aim at doing. very thorough wor·k even ·fer the first five 
months, !but we e~pect ,before ,fall comes to be in a position to announce a strong 
course w'h.ich will :be attractive to men of sbrength everywb.ere. 'Incliided in 

,the faculty for the next five months will be ·the ·foUowing: Rev. W. J. iMilIar, 
Acting Dean; Rev. W. J. H. Brown; Rev. Alex Thomson,IB.D.; Mr. W. Gordon 
:Brcwn, B.A.; !MIss Jessie Watson; 'Mis!' Eliz8Ibeth Fuller. , Becalise of th~ 
,relatiien of this institution ·to Jarvis Sbreet Church, the lPastor 'Of the church 
;'vill ibe President' of the Seminary. T.he Constitution will ibe published later. 

:We .call special attention to the announcement below: 

. LETTER FROM BRITISH COL·UMBIA. 
Mission eLty, B .. C., 

·Rev. T. T: Shield.s, D.D., 
'. , Toronto, Ontario . 

Octo'ber .3Oth, 19-26. 

. Dear Brothel': . 
I a,m ins-i-l'ucte-tI, by the church -to congratulate y.ou on your actien .before.· 

· the Convention of Onta.ulo. and) Que'bec Baptists in the 'conflict 'wi,th Modernism 
· in the ·Ba'Ptist educati-ona:l institution, M'cMaster Un~ver;Elity. Y:eul' hercip 
'stand ,is encoura·ging ,to those.of us whc, in tlhese.d·a·rk ilay.s of apostasy, are 
· striVing -to contend for 'the faitll ·once for· 'aU deHvered to 'the saints. 

Modernism seem& to 'have -t·he·support 'Of the majol'ity; we ;.t~·e .persuaded 
.'that tibis ,is large!J.y· ·due to -the Ign'Orance of the l'an~ 'and file, and oI:11.e leaders 
'"vould have it .so. 1'0 educa·te the ',peo,ple in ,t11ese things would destroy the 
'intentions of these enemies of a cru'cified and rase'll Ch,l'lis't, 

But· God ·has His Elijah';&" 'and the seven .thousand who ·have not 'bowed 
the knee to Baal, and '!lor this we wil-l pra~se Him. 

'Ve are praying for you, and .for the noble ,band, 'who aTe assec·iated with 
you in t'he conflIct. May the Lord bless you, and .strengullen yom: handS' in 
-the m1ghty tas·k to w'Mc'll .you have eviden.tIy been oo.l1e(]o. 

,Cerdially yours in Cht'ist, 
('Signed) STANLEY SMITH. Pastol'. 


