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• (Steno&'Rlphica:lly Repol"t'ed.) 

"He then having receiv~ the sop went immediately out: 3,;d it was night." 
-John 13: 30." • 

W 
THINK I can compress what I 'have now ,to say~for what has pre-

I 
ceded was the strange 'Wor·k of which I spoke :in ,the !beginning (re­
oferrln.g .to the address 'On Prohi:bition-)--'I wanll now to preach the 
gospel, 'for aU the prOiMbUion in the world is only an outward regu· 

~ lation, ancl it cannot chan·ge the hearts of men,-

WW "None but Jesus 
Can do helpless sinners good." . 

Notwithstand.ing, I wou~d rather preach to a sober man than a d'run,ken one. 
"He then having received ·Ilhe s'o'p went immediately out: and it was night." 

T'he text is about Judas, one of the ·twelve, and 'l as'k you ·to note ·this evening 
four steps which l1Ms man .t;oo·k to destruction. 

I. 
In the first place, it is sa.id of him tha.t he was a tlhief, that is, he cheriahed. 

i1~ his heart, he entertained. in his heart, a covetous aesire. His fellow-disciples 
did not ,knO'W he was a thief: he passed among men as a perfectly respectaoble 
.man. Not only s'Oo, he. was num·bered m·th a company of religious men, and he 
sat at the ,feet of ,Ilhe grea.test religiOUS Teacher 'the 'World 'has ever 'known; he 
Itept co-mpany, indeed, 'with the !Inca'rnate God, listened to th.e ·gracious words 
whioh 'proceedeth out of His mouth, witnessed ,tille manifestations of miraculous 

.power which >characterized His ministry; ibul1 through it all he had received into 
his iheart, had given hospitaldty to,· an evil desire-ll'ot what some men would 
call a very. sinfu'l desire, for someone w:ill 'say, "It is surely l~gitimate for a man 
to 'Want to increase his ban'k account, ,to have a passion ,for making money and 
for getting on. T;hat is perfectIy legitoimlllte"-yes, it is perfectly legitimate 
wI'chin nmIts. But 'here was a man 'Wh'o coveted that which. was another's; he 
was a potential Ilhief, ,because he had set his iheart upon that 'Which was not h-is 
own; and ,that llesire, mal"k you,'so mastered him'as' to render 'him un·responsive 
even to ,the 8!Ppeal of Jesus Ohrlst. 

Why is It ;people do not ac~p.t; Christ? Why is it He ;Is crowd'ed out. of 
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h.uman life? There are men and 'Women here this even-in·g who are not Chris~ 
tJans, and ret K lOne shl()u'ld follow you from \Monday morning' until Sunday night, 
they 'Would Observe nothing in your outward ,character wiUh wih'ich ,he .could . 
fiud ·fault. You may ,be:1I- dutiful c~tizen, you may be an Wonoura.ble man in .busi.: 
ness, Whether as an employer or employee, you ~ay ,be a good! lfather and ··hus·· 
'band, and all that-fuut ·there is no place for Cluist in your Ufe. "Why is there 
n'o'1? Wh.y 'have YOu 'hitherto steeled your iheart againstr Him? I lJ'emember· 
years ago preachiug in a little country iplace, heliping a pastor, and there was 
one man ,who rose one evening ,ind,tcating his desire a,Rer Oh·rist. He was ,the' 
prilicipal of the 'Public sChool in that. community, and 'he came to' see ·.me the 
nextr day. He said, "Under the infiuence of the' meet:in-g last ni~t I rose, :but . 
I cannot accept your :Saviou'r." I L!l8.id, "Wihy not, ·Mr. So-endl-So?" "Because," 
he said, "I have marlted out a .path for myselif ·through n;fe, I have set ·before 
me a certain amibition; I am a man of 'Stron·g wiU, and I am determined to 
realize that ambition. W'hen I have at·tained my goal, then I may give consider· 
ation to bhe matter of which you speak; ·but lilt present the acceptanee IOf Christ, 
and su.bmission to Him, 'Would run .ri·ght 'across my plan and pur:pose, and pre· 
vent the realization of my ambition. 1 thought· 'I 'Would come and tell you that, 
thougoh I stood up last nig!M under !lhe in-fiuenee of vhe. meeting, in my calmer 
momeni.'3 I have definitely and fill8!lly decided to pursue my o:wn couNe." Ah, 
yes! What became of him, I 'do not know; but it is this principle I must em­
phasize: there was Mmet:hing in his ih'eart 1.ncoIlllP&tL'bie with a wal'k 'With Chris-t, 
and he determined 110 maintain ·thall, althougoh outwaro'ly it had nG effect in the 
way of making him a subject of rema,rk even a.mong his ·religious friends. That 
is ,poln t one--I am going to ibe si'Dllple and diroect-the entertainment of a 
covellous desire ·which so mastered him as to effect bhe exclusion of Jesus Christ 
from his heart. . 

iII. 
What follows? In this chaptl'r you will find Lt is sa:id.:......and this is a step 

furtb.er-''The devil 'having now put it into1::he heart Qf Judas Iscariot, Simon's 
son, .to ibet·ray him"-fi:rsb of aU, Judas cherished this desire .for money, ;pro· 
perty, 'Worldly adovancement, he nourished that untioJi it mastered him; and >then 
Sa:tan came .knocking at Ms d!oor and sa:id, "I have come ,to tell yQU how you 
can realize your ae8ire." Judas did noll 'know that he was ·preparing ·to enter­
tain the DevH, not for a moment: !h.e 'Was merely entertaining what he would 
have caned a "legitimate desire" Ifor money, for temporal good; 'but h'e so yielded 
himself to that, t'h81t at last the Devil came and whispered to him, making trhat 
an occasion for the temptation, "I will te1-1 you how you can realize your desire." 
Now I d'ou:bt not that he had already realized it in part: bhe Scri,pture says, 
"'This he sILid . . . because 'he W8lS' a 1lhle1f, iIlInd ·had. the ibag." He had aJireoadJy 
been hel'ping himself out of the treasury O'f the disclJples-and Jesus knew it. 
He had not :parted company 'Wi"bh ·them, pro!balbly we ·intended to ,put it iback 
again. 

He had Ibeen :helpin-g 'MmseLf, and perhaps he had surrendered some tlhings 
in the interests of that desire. lBut listen: there came a time when that ae8ire 
.ca.me into competition with Je8u8 Qhri8t, and' Satan -said, "You can realize your 
.desire -by selling Him~but you ·cann'ot have thab and! Ch.rist: you can have that 
.or .Oh'Tist, ,but you cannot" have iboth. Which 'Will yO'U have?" T.hat time comes 
in the'life Qf every man: whatever t'he evil .thing may be, ale has at :last to make 
.choice ·between Christ and Barabbas. 

There is someone !h.ere .t:o-nlght who has to do that-and t'his may be the 
'final choice for you. Oh, I .fear I have seen men- in prominent ,positions 
-religiously sell their Lord for worldly advan-tage, and f'or popular ap.plause. 
'The .passion for the spotlight, the ~io.n for human fa.vour'-"perf~ctly legIti· 
'nulte" someone wdH- swY. In t'h.e beglnnmg mother woas wont ,to pr&:lse the lad, 
.and S~y, "He is a fine IbOy." Wihen .he came home i~rom schoal 'y.itih. his reco.ro 
.sh·e told aU .the neighbOurs a;bOut it. Then -t'he CIrcle wl-dened and all sald, 
'''He is a .fine boy, he :is doin,g so ·well at high school." And "Yhen he went to 
-college 'he had a -pleasing persona:llty, and ;people ,began ,to pat !h!lm on ot.he back 
and say "He has a great future." So. the ,poor IbOy's hi!'8ld was turned, and' he 
began ,t~ seek honour such as this world can ,give, and'!h'e said in his hearb, "I 
must have-it." " 

I he8;1"d of one saying about a certain preacher, He cannot preach unlesa 
he is appreCiated'!! WeH, the .preacher who cannot preach "it-hout appreciation 

( 
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ought to stop preachdng at once, for df he is faithful to his trust, he will illave to 
preach some ·time w.tthout anyone's aI}preciaJtion. By and Iby popular applause 
standing well wit'h .the crowd, ·becomes as the very breath 'of 'Ills nostrHs h~ 
('an not live wlthout i,t; and then ·tiru!re comes that hour ·when ille has· to take 
his stand with reference t{) Jesus Christ. WllI you turn you·r back upon the 
world, and the things of the world, daring to go without ·the camp with Him, 
or .will you cling to tthe world's "WeU done", and sacrH'lce your 'Lord? Satan 
!put it into J·udaB' heart 'to Ibetray Him, and ille parleyed with the DevU ~nd said 
"That is .a good idea. ,I never tb.ought I could make money out of my religio~ , 
before, :but that is first rate"!--end already Ms hands were itching for the 
vhirty pieces of sioJver! 

ILl. 
•. ~OIVl .the third step: you remember the story. Jesus looked out upon His 

dISCIples ·and, said, ''One of you shall Ibetray me." And they ,be.gan to ask 
"Lord, is it I?"-lbut no one !poInted a fln'ger at Ju.das and' said "There ls th~ 
man.... He had ISIO covered up Ms true character that even t'he diSCiples did not 
know ,thai! he was .t!he man, not one of them ever Imagined U. And Jesus said, 
"He it is to wlhom [ shall give a sop, lVI,hen I have dipped it. And willen he 
had dipped the 'so.p, he gave it to Jud'as Iscariot, the sIon of Simon." EVen then 
the disciples did not understand" for as He gave It to him He said, "T1h·at thou 
doest, do quiokly." And they thought ·bhlllt He ilIad t'Old Judas to go and 'buy 
something ,for the feast! They did, not discern the meaning of it. But the 
Scripture inllPJ:ies t'h.a;t Jesus looked int{) the very Sloul of Judas and said,. 
"Judas, I know what you have planned to do, I 'know thab you have planned: to· 
sell iMe for tlhlirty .pieces of silver, I 'know that you have :been to the high priest, 
and you have made a contract; and, I am giving you this sop that you may 
knlOw that your Lord arid Maeter Iknows what you are ·gooing to do. !Now tlhat 
thou doest, do quick1ly." .And Judas took the sop, and I su.ppose t'h.at just for a 
f.r~IOJr 'Of a second he may have said,. "Shan 11", and as 'he ,put the sop to his 
lips, "Satan entered into him"--not an idea, but Satan MmseZf! Judas Zoc'ked 
his Mart against the Lord God, andJ the De1JiZ came in to ta'ke possessi.cm of it: 
he took :charge of his memlo~y. and he could no IODoger remember Christ's 
goodness; took charge of his understanding, Iblinde.d his mind, possessed ib.::Is 
judgment and his reason, dru,gged !his conscience, shackled his :will, and said, 
"I have gob you ,body arid: troul." Of course he had.!-''Know ye n<lt, that to 
w'hom ye yield yfourselves servants to OIbey, his servants ye are to whom ye 
abey." ' 

. ,And, my 'kiends, lot is possl·ble ·to entertain an evH thought ;unUl it takes 
possession of the Whole, mind; and by and oy tJh'e enemy ·comes knocking at the 
doOr 'With promise of reward, and as you 'Listen to him ;he Is like a book..agenb, 
be !puts !his fo()ot inside, and! presently he Is inside the 'house, and the door is 
shut behind him, and he says, "'I am master here." 

'IV. 
"He then having ~eceived the sop went immediately out"-Ohe tu:rned Ms 

ba·ck 'upon Jesus Ohrist. He received the sop and he went Immediately oub, and 
the ·door closed behind him, ·and outside-ob., the .p.regnant words ·'Of Scripture 
-"IT WAS NIGHT"! Yes, it is nigh-trtime when a man turns 'his ,back upon the 
Light of the world. It is posstble, my friends, to say "no" to Jesus 'Christ ~r 
the last time; oft is ~ossltbl'e to receive the SO'P, to reject ,the testimony of ,the 
Word of God, and.'go out from the ,presence of the Saviour loot sinners; and when 
any man does that, :JLe -goes out into the ni-g>ht. Oh, what a. nIght It is! T.o 
Judas it was a night of remorse, for when he 'had got outside, although I 
suppose tibere was nIot a star in bhe sky, be lbegan to repent, and when later he 
saw that Jesus was condemned,'he came iback with the ·thlr,ty pieces of sUver,­
I read the ot!her day of a man ""'ho had employed some iboys to work .for him 
and 'he ,promised to' ~y t'hem for the day's lVIol"k with a few cents. He put the 

. cO!P!Pers in a. fryoing pan and made them hot-, ·and lWihen <the boys came ~r their 
, pay he gave them coppers .that were nearly red hot, and ,their hands were 

burned" and they t'h.rew th'em down--1.ohe Devil always pays his dupes with 
money heated dn the flames of heU, and you cannot keep It if you want to . 
.JudBs 'brou.ght IMs thirty pieces of sUver and flung bhem down, saying, "I have 
sinned in that I have betrayed the dnnocent ,blood. Here Is your money." And 
they said, "'We don't IW'3nt it. Whfllt Is that to us? ISee thou to that... Bu·b he 
threw it down, ringing upon the tem'Ple floor-and he ilad to see '11o :U! 

Not a;lways, my friends, will ·bhe gospel ,be preached: . 
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. "'l1here is a Hne 'by us' unseen, 
That crosses every path; 

The hidden I~oundary ·between 
GOO's patien:ce and His wrath. 

"To pass that limlot is to die, 
To die as i·f by stealth, 

It does not quench .the Ibeaming eye, 
-Nor 'Pale the glow of health. 

"How tong may we go on to sin? 
How long wUl God Ifor-bear ? 

Where does hope end, and w:h'ere !begin 
'.f'h.e confines Iof de&ipair? 

"An answer from th-e skies is sent, 
'Ye t'hat from ·God depart, 

WiMle !i-t is c8Illed t<Hiay, repent, 
An1i .harden not your heart'." 

Dee. 2, 19a6 

It was a night 01 despair: Judas saw, that ih'aving shut his heart ag.alnst 
C;b.rlst, there was no "hope; and' YOU rememlber he went :out and hanged himself; 
andl the .Scri.pture says that 'he went ''00 IMs own ·place". And it Is pogg.i.ble !for 
so.me man here ·110 ,turn his !back upon Christ, ,to leave ,flh,is ,bui:Ltiing to-night, 
to go out into the night wb1ch, spiritually, can ,know no morning. Oh, how 
graciously tender and patienll our loving Lor,d is! He 'knew it all the time, 
and even after Judas 'had ,twken the money, when he met Him ,in ,the garden, 
Jesus made a last appeal: as he cll!lIle sayin'g, "Hall, master", ,the suffering and 
infinitely patien.t Saviour said, "Friend'-frien.d, wherefore art ,thou come? 
Betrayeet thou the Son of man with a kiss? Is it too 18l1;e, Judas? Here in <Ilhe 
garden, with 'blood upon your soul, oh, wiH you ta;ke the backwa.rd step and 
say, 'I will not do it'?" . J.udas came to Him and· said, '\HaU, master"!-il.nd 
the deed was done, ;tIle die was :cast, and the ,son 'of perdition was lost. He went 
-Usben, listen'!-he went from the Oommunicm. Table, went from ·the .mtdst of 
a religious assembly, we'~t out from the presence of the Lord Of life and of 
glory, and went straight to "his OW1~ place" in heZZ.· . 

:ShaH we trust Chl"ist to-nig.ht? Sh8l11 we heed! His caU to-nig.ht? 'S'hall ,we 
repent of ()ur sin to-n1tght? IShall we heed His call to-nIght? 'Shall we repene 
of 'our sin to-night? Ibecause there lIllay Ibe never 'another night, never anoflher 
day, for any of us. God heIp us to !beHeve ()n th.e Lord Jesus Christ and 'be saved,· 

When r was converted the IJord gave me a ,child's verse, and I pass it on 
to you: "If we confess our sins, the is faithful and just tlo iforgive ·us our sins, 
an·d to ,cleanse us from all iUnri,ghteoiUsness." I s·ay, it is a chi:ld's verse, 'because 
it ·is the simplest verse /I ,know. An obscure :preacher quoted ,it; . I don't 
rememlber anyt-hing 'he said in Ihis sermon-I 'fear I was rlllther tired of .the 
sermon,-but he quoted 'th'e texf1, and ·then he said ,this, "That is the Word of 
God·; and if you confess your sins, God wiH forgive you, and' when y1o;u thave 
confessed them, one of 1;w'O things has taken place: either you a.re a Christian, 
or G()d has lbecome a liar." "Oh", II said to myse'lof, "God could not 'be a liar. 
'l'hen if. I confess my sins they wdll 'be forgiven ,tIlds minute", and just sImply 
in my pew I 'llOo'ked up to .the Lord and! said, "Lord', -I con'fess my sins and, I 
dare to bel'ieve thaf1 they are aH blotted out, l\Vas'h.ed ·away 'by His 'precious 
blood." ,Will you d·o that to-nig,bt as we 'bow in His presence for a moment's 
sHent prayer a:ll ()ver the h'oiUse? ' I appea'l to every man and to every woman 
who is w,j,thout assurance 01 salvation, here and now, lest this 'be your last 
opportunity, to ;pray f1his prayer, "God ,be merciful to me, a sinner." 

,Let us ,bow in 'Prayer: 0 IJord our God, "a Ibroken and a oontrlte heart", 
Thy Word tells us, "ThlQu wilt not despise", and we need Thee so much this 
evening. iBy. Thy Holy Spirit wHt T~ou help every man and woman, and ,boy 
and 'girl, here this evening, who has not done so 11iP to ,this hour, to ,brelllthe 
this prayer ~'God Ibe merciful 110 me, a' sinner." Thou hast said ,that "whosoever 
beUeveth i~ him should not perish, ,but have eternal life." Wio,r,k -in th.e ;hearts 
of all such t.he faith 'uhlllt lays hold of Christ, and give to every 'one full as&ur­
ance of IfaIth to-n,ight. ''l'hen, Lord. wilt Thou give cOUl'age to any who have 
thus yielded to Thee, 110 confess Thee, here and now' openly ·Vo acknowledge 
.J·esus as Saviour and Lord. We aSK it in Thy name, Lord Jesus, Amen. 
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McMASTER UNIV,ERSITY A'ND DR. J. FRANK NORRIS. 
. The Gospel Witness has refrained ,from referring to the sad experIence of 
Dr. J. Fro'k Nords since the plliblication of our telegram s'h.ol"tly after ;the 
Texas tragedy had oocurred. 'McMaster defenders, thin'kin·g to injure the Edf.tor 
of this paper, have not scrlllPled ,to mwke use of 11I1at terrible event ·for 11I1eir own· 
'base pur.poses. ,Professor A. L. McCrimmon, Chancellor H. 'Po iWhidden, and Dr. 
Joon 'MacNeHI, all referred to it on the floor (l,f the COnvention: And now The 
Oanadian Baptist, on Us editorial .page, refers to U In these WONS: 

"A Southern BaptIst 'pastor-now facin.g t,rja'l 'for murder in his sl!aite 
-in !his own prIvate journal says: 

~Moderniilm wins temporary victory in Oanadian 'Convention.' 
Ontario and Quebec Bap.tists regard !his comments upon the recent 

Conven.tion as an impertinence; ordinary decency would suggest that one 
againsll whom ,there is an :indictment for mUNer is m fitted to lecture on· 
F.undamentalism-in fact, ille seems ,much more ·"modern" than Funda­
mental-"modern" of the wild and woolly ty.pe that i\V8B once common in 
the West ibut wthich is now almost as extinct as the mastodon." 

U·For instance, Rev. J. 1fuoank Norris, of ·Texas 6~00'tlng fame", etc, 

Let us examine llhis matte,r ·a Uttle. .Let us begin by .su'pposing, ,for the 
sake of argument, that 'Dr. J. Fran'k Norris is altogether a ibad man. Let us 
suppose him ,to ,be a tlwusand times worse than most of 'the men confined in 
penitentiaries. In ',the eyes of British law, a man is innocent 'untH ·he is proved 
guilty. 'Le11 us suppose ,that even the ugly worn ''murderer'' is 'rightly applied 
to this, case. Wlhat 'vhen? It is a case that has not yet been settled in ·the 

. cour.ts. By any dece·nt· journaUst :in the :world, who has an infinitesima..l fraction 
of regard Ifpr ·fair pLay, thema11terwouldbelooked.uponas.Su.b judice, and 
therefore not open to discussi'on. . 
. But let us ,look at it ·fro·m a -Christian standpoint. Still assum'ing that ·Dr. 
Norris is a very Ibad man, ohe bas stood /before the world as a Christian minister. 
If this tragedy co·uld !be regard:ed as mar:k;ing tlhe revelation of a character other 
than Ohristian, a Christian man or journal ,would sca~cely 'gloat over 'his fall. 
We shou1ld expect infidel journa'ls and leud fellows' of 'the !baser sort to t.ry to 
mfllke C81Pi,tal of such events against the cause of Christ, ibut one ·might suppose 
a Ch.ristian would regard III with ~rofGund regret, if not actually ·wt·tlJ. tears. 
Instead of that, the doefenders of McMaster, including The Oa'IUUZian Baptist, have 
seemed ,to revel in the .tragedy, and as ,we used ,to hear one Ibrother say in his 
prayer in ,the !prayer-meeting, "roll it as a sweet morsel under thei·r tongue." 
Even on .the assumption that Dr. !Norris was albsolutely w:lthout justiflcation 
for his a:ct, we are ashamed that anyone calUn·g ibimself a decent man, to say 
nGthlng of a Christian minister, professor, or edItor, shou:ld descend .to suob 
leve'ls as tlhese ·men have done. 

!But let us look at U ,from another point oil view. ,Personally, we have sor­
ro.wed over thds tragedy scarcely -less than ·Dr. Norris ibimself. We know that 

. it has ,been used allover the .continent 'by the enemies of the truth, but wha11 
are the known facts? The tragedy occurred dn Dr. Norris' study. A man ibut a. 
tew moments ,before ,had telephoned thre8itening to 'k1ll him. ·Almost cer11a.in~y 
Dr. Norris padd Uttle ·heed to the .threat, for tohe reason that· intending mur­
derers do not often warn their victims -in adva,nce. He IprobaJbly dism'issed Ib 
from :his mind, as we ou·rsel-ves hav'e dismissed many threats w.hlch were almost 
as bad!. It was not untlI the man (bul"Slt into ibis study, :tJhll'eatening :b.1m w:J..bh 
violence, that the ·11elep.hone conversation obtained any ,real sIgnlfican:ce. Imme­
diately he must have ,known that he had to do with a .iiesperate .ch~aeter. We 
have known Dr. INorrIs f-or some years. .A. man ~o held iboimself more per­
fectly under control we have never '1!:nown. He seemed .to be always, even runder 
.the most tryi,ng circumstances, master 'ot himselJf. We do-not lbeUen 11hat Dr. 
Norris ·would have 'taken a weapon of any sort in his hand !had he not himself 
teen thoroughly persuaded that ,his Ufe was in jeGpardy. The questions rwe illave 
to ask are ,these, Why d1·d the man telepho~e. if be did not mean 'What he sa:ld? 



8 (7022) THE UOSPEL WITNESS Dec. 2, 1~ 

What ·righll!had he in Dr .. Norris' office? Al:l the circu:mstances of the ·case prove 
Dr. Norris' assailant to ihave teen ·the aggressor. Wlhat followed? We do not 
now, for ·tiIle moment, view ·it from t·he strdctly Chr.isvian standpoint, ibut 
ask our readers to· look at the lega'l as.pect of ·1Jhi.s matter. Legally, If nr. Norris 
can show .that he 'had ,reason·able ground for ,believ.ing his life to ,be in jeopardy, 

che was justified in defending h.imself,-und'erstand, we said the legal aspect 
of It, t'hat the law recognized that a man 'has a. rigmt to defend ih:imself against 
one who would ·lIa·ke ·his Ute. That 'being so, the ugly word "murder" ought not 
to !be a;pplied to this case at all, and whatever may Ibe said' about a ChrisUan 
minister's right to defend himself, owe thdn,k alI the 'circumsta.nces O'f ,the case 
IEIhoow that nr. 'NorriS' a:cted' In seLf·defence. 

Looking .at the mattoer, therefore, from this point of view, what SlhaU we 
say ();f,the attitude of The Oanadian Baptist, of Professor 'McCrimmon, of Chan· 
cellar 'Whidden, of Dr. JC'hn iMaclNe'm? 'Dhei·r ,cause must Ibe Ibadoly d,n need of 
justUl.cation when ,they would drag ,this Texas tragedy ,before the Canadian 
public, while .the case is still untried, tihinking tih:ereby to discredit one who 
had been known as Dr. Norris' friend. . 

Once more, even Ms worst enemies do not suggest that Dr. Norris ;bore any 
malice toward 'his assailan.t. So 'far as we kn,ow, tkey had ·never met before. 
Buv what sha:H we s·ay of the "spirit" of Thie OanatUan Baptist, o.r Dr. John 
lHacNelU, of Chancellor H. P. W:h.1dden, of Professor A. 1.. IMcCrimmon and 
others? 'Whall shall be said of the "spirit" of IDr. A. J. Vining, of .Dr. Bowley 
Green? Those who were ,present at the !First Avenue 'Conventi()·n, and· those who 
,read in The Oanadian Baptist Dr. J'Ohn 'MacNe.i1l's: address, so strangely entitled 
''The Ongoings or God", will ,know whether in any of the speeches of those who 
defended MclMaster, or in-the address ,referred, til, 1lhere dB an·yth,ing in 'keeping 
willh the Spirit of God. Such ha:tred as .th.es.e men manifested might easUy lead 
to murder, and we remind the edUor of The OanatUan Baptist, and Dr. Joohn 
MacNeil-I, and 'Professor A. 'L. McCr1mm()n, and Chancellor H. P. Wih,idden, and 
Dr. J. H. Farmer, that the !Scripture ~ys, "Wh'llSOever :hateth ihlis brother is a 
murderer". 

We lilve Dr. J. Frank Norris. We ,have.esteemed him highly ,in lave for 
lais lWol'ks' sake. We shaH never cease ,to regret, even as he will never eease 
to regret, othis awful tragedy; but we eannilv !believe that he was actuated by 
any other motive than that of iliheer self-defenee. Wlhether 'he was right in 
delending himself, from a Chris.tian poim of view, is another question. In such 
matters it is always easy to form a judgmenb ilf what somebody else ought to 
have done. 

LETrER FROM MRS. H. C. RUSS·ELL. 
We very glad,}y 1nsert the following letter at the writer'S requeSit. Mrs, 

Russell's name was attached to the "Cal,l to Baptist Women" which appeared 
in the .:lim three pages of Ithis paller last -week. When our readers have care­
fuLly read Mrs. Russell'.s note, we are sure they w'il~ desi.re to read what we 
have to say 8)bou,~ it: 

"To the Edrltor, 
The Go8pel Witnes8, 

Toronto, Onit. 

20 Bain Ave., 
Toronto, November 20th, 1926. 

Dear iSir,-
"With regard to the matter contained in pages I, 2, 3 of the "Gos·pel 

. Witness" oif Nov. 18th, I wish to ,state that 'I ·had no idea I would 'be sub· 
scribing to Wlhat is practicalIy a vote of censure of Professor Marshall 
or McMaster University. I bel'ieve ~'rofesosor Marshal'l 'hoas stated. hts 
views in sumcientJIy 'Clear En·glish to convey bf.9 meaning, and do nDt 
feel qualified, to read into them any other ,than his own initerpretation of 
his Sltatements. I could not, moroover, if I 'W'Ould, endorse any expresomon 
of. ·bellef 'in ·modernistic teaching of McMaster, wUhout including my own 
revered pastor, Dr. W. T. Graham, bhan whom .there is no lIWre funda· 
mental preacher and teacher in the denomination. 

., 
~ 

t 
i· 

\ 
t 
i 
\ , 
\ 



• 
~~. , 

PI 

, 
r 

Dec. 2, 1926 THE GOSPEL WITNESS .(723) 7 

"I wish further to exonerate any and e've~ mem'ber IOf the Oommittee 
which prepared -th!is rerolution (or cal'll from even the remotest sugges· 
tion of dUiJl1city or underhand method,s. 1 believe them all to ,be women 
of d,evoted ChriSitian chamoter,--bUJt must admdt I was mistaken in my 
own 'thought IOf the matter.' . 

. "I: 'hope, dear Mr. Edlitor, that 'YOU wilLlmake a. place for this in your 
next issue,-and please let it speak for Itself. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) MRS. H. C. RUSSELL." 

'We bope the reques.t in Mrs. Ru&sel'1's letter, "'Please let it speak for 
ItseIf", dd.d nO't imply a reCl!ueSlt that we Slhould pub1lsh it without 'comment.. 
We do n'O-t believe Mrs. Russelll would, for a moment, countenance any depar· 
ture from the ,faith. We accept the im,plication of her statement tha.t she did 
not underSltand, namely, that she d,id not .understand that the formation of a 
new Women's Mis,monary Society impl,ied any 'censure ,upon Professor Marshal'l, 
McMast~er. Un1ver,s-ity, or ber own Pastor, Dr. W. T. 'Graham. Obviousl,y, Mrs. 
RUS'Sell d.id not see that ·the various ,actions .of the Women',sConventlon had any 
direct relation to McMaster University. We appreciate Mrs. Russell's assump· 
tion that !Professor ManlIhadl has spoken clear-ly, and ,that his statements should . 
be accepted at their face vall'lle. Nor do !We wonder th'llt Mrs. Rus'sell ilIhould 
find it d'ifficuIt to Resociate any sort of doctrinal departure with ber Pa&tor, 
Dr. Graham. We have ourselves alway.s ,believed in the d'Octrinal soundness 
of Dr. Gra-ba.m's viewS', and have rejoiced in bis ,personal loyalty to ,the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. We deeply regret to hear that Dr. Graham is unweH, and 
earnestly pray that he ma.y be sopeedi,ly restored to his church and -his work. 

,There is one p~ssage in Mrs. Russenl',s Ieltter that we cannot aI-low to pass 
without commen·:,-it is that which ilIDiJlies there 'is no modernistic ·teaching 
in McMaster. Since Mrs. Ru&sell says that she whoU.y misunderstol)d the im· 
plicwtion ,of the "W'<>men's Call';, ilt Ibecomes our duty 'Ito offer some explana-tiou, 
and we liave to begin with a conifes'sion. In 1910 we also assumed that words 
S'Poken by C,hristian men in a Chris;t~an aSS'em'bly s;hou'ld 'be taken at tbeir face 

. Vlalue; but hy 'a very painful experience we ha,ve learned th3!t a modernist 
wlways uses words of double meaning, and ·thaJt his statements ,mus:t never be 
taken "at par". Because this I-S' so, many modernists deny the'r moderni,sm, 
but one who ,has had experience of the utter deceiUulness o,f this phUosop.\1y 
will always :be on his guard. 

It ,is now wbe'olutely cel'tain that 'Professor Ma-rshall d'Oes not accepv the 
Scr.i,ptures o.r the Old' and New Testaments as ibeing ,the inspired and' infal· 
Uble Word 'of God. We ,have printed hls statemen~s again and again on this 
point until we have wearied of their plurality. His deni~l of :the historicity 
of Jonah, in view of Christ'S' endlor'sement of its historical choaracter, ,proves 
t.hoat ,he not only does no·~ accept the 01(1 Testament as ,being altogether divinely 
In'lI'Pired" :but that he d,oes not regard our IJord Himself as ibeing infa.lllble. In 
an 'ar,ticle on, ~'Ba.ptists and Ob-urch iMemlbersbilp", written ,for tlle BGptiBt 
Times ana Free1nan, !London, per-haps. six months !before ibis comin,g to Canada, 
be makes ,the followln.g flItatement. 

"To regard baptism as essential ·to s'II.lva.tion or even to me-mbel',ship 
in the Chris,ni;an Church is ,to ascr;,be to the 'baptismal rite a crucial im· 
portance for w.h'ich there is no 'warra,nt in the Ne'w Te,S1tament, or in anlY" 
t.ruly spiritual interpretation of the Gospel, or in common sense." 

In nis famom,' pamphlet, written in h's own defense, Pr'O:fessor Marshall 
. actual'ly has Ithe auda.ci.ty to say that in this pa,S'S>age he was speaklin,g of mem­
bership' in the ,ch.nrch universal! We have discussed the uUer untenability 
of such an in.terpreta:tion several timeS' aIready: we have only to say 'here that 
Professor l\1)arshall'S' daring alttempt to square ,bis teaching in England with 
his Canadi,an profess'lons marks him as a man who will g,o to any length to 
justlfy himself. Pr.ofessor Mar&ha:ll has wearied, we ,should suppose, even his 
English admirers wi,th his olft"repeated Iboast of Ibein.g an 'Eng>llshman; and as 
such, 'On more th'an one occasion, has lmplled t'ha,t the leve}. of culture in this 
country is much lower than that of England. We have on.ly Ito say that Pro­
fessor . Marshall puts ·a ver.y -l'Ow estimate UJl'On ,the intelligence o,f Canadians. 
when he expects them to ;b~neve tha,t Ms a.ttempt in Oanada to ju9t~ofy h,~s 
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teaching in England in regard ,to ,bapti,sm could be accepted, or believed. 
Frankly, we do not ibelieve it; and are persuaded thalt Jt marks him as a m~t1i 
w·ho is a.t no paIns to 'De -consistent. 

In the sermon pubUshed last, week we de'alIt w;i'bh Prod'essor M'al1SlhaU's 
qu:otation from 'Dr. lDe,nney, and insi'sted that il (P.ro.fessor Mars'hall's position 
o·oes not involve the repudiation of the cardinal doctrine of' Protestantism, then 
language no longer has any value under Ithe sun. 

We have known ~that Modern,iSlIll was rife in MeMaster UniverSlioty for yea.rs. 
In the Theology Depal"ltment it was mjore ·or -less .hidden, except ,as it found 
eXipressilOn dn Profess'Or ,I. G. Matthews, until recent:ly; and it is our profound' 
conviction that Ithe only orthodoxy left in, McMaster ds an orthodloxy of speech 
which is utterly divorced from the .Spirit of God, andl is' ai'Ued with the spirit 
that will deny, 'and when exped,ient, destmy t'he tl'luth of God. . 

All wh!o know Mrs. R'lIsseLf,s record, know ner to ·be a 'sincere and devoted 
Christian lady, and in view of ,vhe -convliction she eXipresses in this letter, we 
,believe she did tile on:ly consistent ,thing !posSllible in withdrawing her name 
from the Cal'! prin·ted in these p'ages !last week. But a time of painful dis­
illusionment awadlts' Mrs. RusseH in the fli,ture. The Modernism of McMaster 
wili yet effe<;t the spiritu'al paraly's'i,S' of that paN of 1!he Denomination which is 
sU'bject to I~s influence. 

THE WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF REGULAR 
BAPTISTS OF CA'NADA. . 

By the President, Mrs. C. J. Holman. ' 
We are deeply gratefU'1 .to the genial ,EMtor of The Gospel Witness for 

according us so much! space 1n :his ex-ceLlent journal, not only printing 'Our 
"Call", 'but even !publishing far us the whole of our Constitution, a kindness 
for which, we scarcely dared to hope. We ·take these Ikindnesses as evidence of 
"tohe good hand of lour God upon us", and rejoice in hope of further privi'leges, . 
but we shall try not to ·over.burden th.e Edi'tor as '~rom time to time owe report 
progress. 

You will 'WiSiil to know tr we have appointed ,all -our officers. The essential 
ones are already secured, and you will agree they are fine iO,nes: 

Treasurer: Mrs. E. J. Tayl-or, 4>64 Armadale Ave., Tor.onto 9. 
Correspond.fng Secretary: Mrs. E. A. Brownlee, 160 lS'fl. Geor:ge ,St., Toronto 6. 
.su:bscription: Agent for Perioddcal: ,Mrs. I. ,So Clu.bine, 195 Dan,fonh' Ave., 

Torontl) 6. 
"Comfort Box" Work: Mrs. R. iK. Gonder, IStratford, On't. -
Tilre other I()lificers will Ibe announced Ipresenllly, the albove being elected at 

a Board !Meeting held Immediately 'af,ter .the or,ganization meeting of this 
Society. 

At this Board Meeting. sev.eral Important matters were discussed. The 
fields to ibe underta'ken owl'll !Joe decided as time 19oes on, ·but ,f-or work in Canwa 
there were presented for considerlllt'l:on: Grande ILigne, ,the West, NOl'Ithern 
Ontario, and the Jews. As ,flo Foreign '\'I"Or,k, the minds of the Board mem,bers 
seemed to turn to :A,f:rica and Ch1na as Ibelng fields wJJ.ere Canad"ian Baptists 
s'hould aong ago have had ,their own ·independent ,wonk, and W1here, if we 
entered' in, we 'Would not ,be competing with ·the oth'er Jl'oreign work of Canadian 
Baptists,. We as'k the ,prayers af Ithe readers o'f ,bhls :paper ·that special guidance 
may ,be given the 'Board as time goes on in thei·r selection ,of fields. 

On the administrat·ive side, tWlO or three specia:l matters were decided upon, 
and one tentatively. 'IIh.ese were as' ,follows: 

1.' That ~n addiMon to its regular !Business iMeetingl!' and Prayer 'Circles, 
the Board s:h'OUld nave open meetings of the Soolety mont'hly in eight months of 
the year, these meetings to :be given l.argely to prayer and conference at first 
as the work is forming. While not intend'ing as a usual ,thing flo have any 
such meeting in the monlth of Decem:ber,:it 'Was thou,g.nt wise this year, In view 
o:f ,the many problems confronting individuals and Oirele members, to 'hold the 
first of these meetings on Tuesday, December 14th, .from 10.30 in bhe morning 
to 3.00 in the afternoon. Annette StTeet Ohurch has lkindly 'Offered us their 
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building, and we .trust a large num.ber ()f women wiU gather for ,prayer and 
conference. To make ,this meeting reaHy profitable, will ·those ladles Who have 
problems ·flhat trouble· them dn rega·rd to the .organization lin their Circles or 
difficulties arising from their position, ,kindly send in to our 1C0rrespond~ng 
Secretary, Mrs. Brownlee, ·prio·r 'to thlllt meeting, 1:iheir questions ()r prolblems, 
that t'hey may !be consi.dered and wisely an'swered at that meetin·g. Please heed 
thois requesl7, and come praying ·far a great (blessing, and· for God's own g:uldan·ce 
in the sdluti'on, of odifficUJIties. T·he meeting oenending ;beyond' the noon bour, the 
ladies of Annette 'Street will ,furnish tea and coffee, !but those W1ho attend the 
lIleet'!ng are reque'sted to ,brin.g their own sandwiooes. . 

Remember ·the date, Tuesday, 'Dec8'ID.;ber 14th; ·at Annette 'Street ~aptist 
Church, 10:8'0 to 8.00. 'Take Dund'8.S car north to High Park 'Avenue, and walk 
one 'block south. 

·2. Do you wi'sh a letter sen,t you alfter th.e meeVing, telling you what was 
done and giving an accoun't of the meeting? It is our plan to send such a letter 
to t'hose desiring it after each open meeting of ,the 'Society. If you, or your 
Auxiliary, ,desire 8'11ch a leVter, kind:lY notify our Corresponding ;Secretary, 
Mrs. E. A. B·rownlee, at once. 

8. Constitutions, ,both of the ,S'ociety Uself and far use :by AuXoiIiaries, are 
·being issued. Those desirin.g .them kind'ly communica:te with !Mrs. BTO'WnIee 
as to llhis matter also. 

4. Now a word about a periodical foOr the 'Society. We are so happy to 
be able to send news' and notices .to you a'll so poomptly t'h.rough this friend'ly 
·paper, ibut we could' not trespass upon the s>pa·ce of The GospeJ Witness for aU 
the many th·ings that successful Women's wark de~nds, so 'We have !been 
considering l1he establishment of our own paper. If the .price settled' upon shouold 
'be 6Oc; and· thiis .seems a 'PTOiper amou,nt, It would !be 'neCeBs'ary to ,have at 
oIoost twel:ve ihun'Cireti suibscribel'!l' (or its equiVialent in incom.e) in order 
,to issue an eight,page paper once a month (six 'hundred subscr~bers wouId 
enable us to issue U once in two months.) We feel th.ere are enough women 
(and we are sure ·the 'breth~en are equally inoterested·) to ensure this number of 
su'bscri:bers at once. /Every family in the churches wild.ch have ta:ken .their 
stan'!l as upholddng .this ,Socf.ety, and every individual in !other churches su·p­
porting us, 'S"rrou·ld: at once su·bsori·be ,for the paper. We belo1eve it will be an 
easy matter to secure th.e required number jjf our women ibecome immediately 
active. Agentos should !be appointed for churcihes or groups, while individuals 
~an send thel.·r subs'crl'ptioll;S direct. Send al'l BlIlibserjpt!ons to ·Mrs. I. S. 
CIwbine, .11)5 ·Danforth Ave., Toronto 6, as soon as possiJble, that we may know 
our prospects. 

Thanlt you ,for your attention to all of these matters. !More anon! 
One last request: Will you 'remember in prayer con-blnuaUy this infant 

SocIety and its officers and 'Board, ·that t·hey may continue in the will of God 
and :be led of Him in solvling wisely aU the dUficuloties of l1he situation. 

THE ONLY ARGUMENT CERTAIN BOARDS CAN 
UNDERSTAND. 

We have at last come in Ontario and Quebec ,to ·a s1ituation ·which· our 
brethren in ,the !Northern ·Bap.tisb 'Convention have lon·g been ·facing. The cancer 
of unbelie.f, genera:Ily .called Modernism, does not confine fotseIf to one member 
of -the .body, 'but stretches out its tentaf>les untn every vital organ is ·affected. 
Hence, it is not sUljprising bhat the Home Miss.ion 'Board and .the F'oreign 
Mission Board, and the Boards of ·the women's s'ocleties as well as the so-called 
Religious lEducation Board, should have come. under the Infiuen'ce of bIlis 
maUgnant disease. 

The Secretary of Foreign Missions ihoas, ·for s>om~ years, 'been an outSIPOken 
champion and defender of this tendency in M·cMaster, and a 'bitter o,pponent 
of those who stand uncompromisingly ·for I7he fundamentals of the faith. This 
may not represent .the 'Secretary's prlnci.pies, ,but it certain-ly represents ibis 
policy. The Home Mission 'Board ihas ,become. entirely subject to 'McMaster's 
infiuence. The Religious Education Board ill·as lon'g ceased -to exercise any 
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useful ministry in the Convention. Money given to ills support,' it is no 
exaggeratio~ to say, mi,g'h.t bE' more profitably invested in ,the deep waters of 
Lake OntarIo. The IS'unday 'School Board of eig·hteen 'or twen-ty years ago did 
real·ly exercise a use-ful ministry; Ibut the usefulness of its successor wi-eh a 
more pret'entious name has lon·g since ceased. -

iModernism .beyond all question is ·in the ascendancy in the official Ufe of 
the Denomin8ltion. I.t 'has accomplished its wor,k thus far Iby ident1.fying its 
opposition rwi<bh one man, and then instituting a campaign of slander and abuse 
witih\ a view to discrediting his tesMmony. .It has then endeavoured to s·mothe; 
ev,ery expression of conviction by nicltnaming every such opponent of Modernism 
wJeh the name ()If tJhe 'One man whom they have slandered. Few men would 
deliiberately. choose ·to !be a ILot to go wherever .A!brabam goes; hence 'IIhi.B 
campaign of misrepresentation instigated by IMcMaster !has insulted every man 
of conviction in the ·Denomination iby labelling him somebody's foHower. The 
Editor 'Of tlMs paper 'has made no' attempt to exercise any sorl1 of ,leadership; 
~e has expressed the conv,iction of his soul. A number of ,brave spirits, w.b.o 
were discerning enough to see the ·pur·pose of ,the enemy, have dared to stand 
'by·\their convictions even tohoug.h t'h.ey were called :by another man's name. 
Nova few, of course, have fallen ,by the way,. and in their determination n1lt 
to !be caltled. the follower of any man, some ihave become the IIJbject ·slaves of . 
McMaster. . 

What is the present sitmaUon? 'Professor Marshall's' modernism is endorsed 
and defended iby every memJber of the !Faculty of McMaster 8iJld iby the entire 
Governing ,body. Professor Mar&hall's modernIsm, as thus endorsed 'by ,the Uni­
versity, 'has 'been end'Orsed iby the Convention of Ontario and Quebec. Every 
Board in that Convention is n()IW sulbject· to MCMaster's influen'ce, and most of 
them have ,become the in60truments of its deadly propaganda. We ibeHeve it Is 
practically certain tJhwt money given to any of the Boards 'Will be used', directly 
or indirectly, to furtmer McMaster's interests. 'J.'Ihe church of 'which this writer 
is 'Pastor, Iby resolution, 'has decided not to entriIst another doBar to anyone of 
the Oonven'tion Boards. Of all the !Board'S, the Superannuated Ministers' Boud 
at ,the moment, we ibelieve, is most deserv,in,g of su.ppo·rt, excepl1 for the "'fact ·that 
its Chairman is a professor of iMclMlaster. 'We !believe an exception might ·be 
nla.de in the ease of ;this !particular 'Board so long, at least, as it does the work 
for lWIhich :it was created; 'but we ibelieve nothing wHl ibring tlhe other Boards to 
their seRl!es. short of cutUn·g off supplies. . 

We would remind individual' Ba'll'tists who are members of churches whicih, 
as organizations, are su,bject to MCiMaster's influence, that the money they give 
to missions wee,k 'by week' on the ibudgeb ·plan will Ibe ·used :by the Boards to 
coeroe missionaries under their direction to an acceptance of the new standards 
a.s represented by Profess1>r lMarsha:H. If ,we 'Were a memiber of such a church 
we would cease ·from ,this !bour to give another dollar tihat cou·ld .pass into ·the 
hands of ·the Treasurer of any of these 'Boards. But the q'uesMon will :be asked, 
What sh.a:ll we do wttihl our money? We believe that in a very short time an­
nouncement wUl be made of the calling .01 a Convention for the organof.zation 01 
another. Missionary Bocietv 10ithin the Convention that will do both. Home and 
Foreign Mission work, and we believe orthodoa: BOIptists ''10m be wen advised to 
save their money until that Missionarv 'Bociety is otrganof.zed. 

And ,further, appeals 'have been made for people who have a little money to 
leave for missions, 'but who must -have 'bhe ,interest of that money durin·g their 
lifetime, ,to hand over their ibequests -to ,the Boards now and the Board'S 'WUl :pay 
,them interest whi'le they live. With -the greatest ,possible earnestness, we 'W1>uld 
suggest to e'very IBaptoist in Ontario and .Quebec, or anyw'h;ere else, who has some 
of the Lord's money to leave to do the 'Lord's wor.k, that they should not -leave 
a dollar of it ·to any of '<l,ur Mission .Boards in Ontar·io and! Quebec until some 
better assu,ranee than ds now obtalnwble is given t'hat ·vhe money -wiUlbe used 
for the pro,pa.gation of .the ·gospel. ~t the ra-pid rate at wohi:ch things ·are now 
moving, unless God should send us a revinl -to check the ,present movement, 
it will not ibe long before Onvario and Quebec iSi as ·bad as the iNortll.ern Baptist 
Convention. 'Mr. Urquhart, in a reeent issue of The Gospel Witness, called atoten­
tion to .this matter and said he knew of a.t least one or two persons wihoo had 
chan'ged thei·r wHls; and, as we must gIve account of ourselves to God for uhe 
use of our moOney, we su~est thab i,t any money is left to any of these iBoar~s, 
it would .be well for ort'hodox Baptists -to change their wins at once. 
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THE. CONVENTION NUMBER OF "THE GOSPEL WITNESS". 

Every day we are receiving orders tor copies of ,Ute !big Convention nUDlJber 
of Th.e. Go8pel W~tne88. 'We ihave 'been greatly encouraged also iby the financial 
help which some of our readers ihave sent us. .one SUlbscrLber who teBs us he 
is, a farmer Slome place in MiS'BOUri, sen,t us '$1'().,00 for 'the special number; two 
others, hUB/band and! ,wi'fe, who are Arts graduates of IMcM.as1.oer, sent '119 a 
cheque for '$28.76 'to spread the Conven-Mon number; a ,Baptist minister in the 
State of West V4rginia sent $'315 . .00 with t'b.e request tha.t it ,be used for circula'bing 
that number; one lady who attended the Convention sent us f].OO.oo immediately. 
afterward to send flhe Convention number aAm'Ong Baptist people; a lady came 
hito our offl.ce with a criSJl) new $100.00 ibnl, saying ihalf ,was ,for Too G08pel 
Witne88, and' half for the new college; another brother Ifrom a d!istant city has 
been sendling for several weeks $1.010, $'2 • .00, or $3.00, and recently sent a cheque, 
for $26.00, and a .few days later a .postal note for $3 . .0.0; waIile scores of others 
have sent gifts ranging ,from '$2 . .00. to $20.00. 

These n'Otes are ,being !has tHy wr.itten Monday night .bellore ,catching a 
train to go to Indianapolis for a few days to a Bapti&ts Bilble Union meeting. 
Had we time to digeet the mass of mail tut bas reached us, we could! ,publish 
some very in,teresmng.correspondence; but we publish ;below some extracts ·from 
a letter from one o,f .... he most prominent lIllen in the South. It .wtll serve ,to 
show what dmpression the stenographic report of the Convention debate has 
produee4. TWs is a ,typical 'let'ter, and we use these excerpts 'witrbl the writer's 
consent: 

.. ,-----" Novemiber 2i2nd, 19~6. 
Dear Dr. Shields: . 

At this dis'ban:ce I may not SlPeak with inUmate 'knowledge, ibut I 
have a 'feeling that the unspea;k8!ble humiliation, the bitter and relentless, 
,hate IOn the part of your enemies which ,they S'Ought to mete 'Out to you 
in the Conventnon, was quite 'beyond anything I !have read .n my Hfe 
and which seemed to ,be utterly without bounds in its ,relentlessness, but 
I am SUTe it wiH 'be used by flhe Lord ,for the furtherance of His truth. 

I am confident that any dispassionate reader who takes Vime to go 
througih that issue !O-f Th.e Witne88 will catch !from the cold ty,pe a true 
measu:re of the sUuati()n. YlOur mild, but yet ,fI.,rID and unquailing stand 
in .the midS'b of the unmeasured ,bitterness of 'attack which sometimes 
stooped to Billingsgate and vulgarity, cannot ,fail to get across. Their 
relentless use, o.f the majority ,they 'knew 'they had !packed in the COn­
vention, even after they kne.w they had humildated you by ,gOing on and 
'on iby bitber IIlbuse seeking lfurther humUiations tor you, as I said, is 
quite .beyond anytlhdng I ever read. . 

Many ,Baptists down 'South are deeply emlbarrassed ·that at least one of 
their 'o.wn recognIzed leaders stayed there and saw that thing done, while, 
at the same time, accepting colllrtesies of the dominant.< ;body, present as 
a distinguished ,brother In Ohrist representing Southern Baptists. For 
my own pa~ I blush with shame. How long some of us can keep quiet 
while we are ,betrayed by wch subtle means by men we trust wiflh leader· 
ship-d!.ow 'long we can keep our .moutlhs shut while ,they are :honoured 
as ·fearless conservatives among us, and then betray us by their all,iance 
alWay ·from home-I do not 'kn'Dlw. 

There are those in the South who feel that the ,fact ,that so many 
men, against the contempt and odium of ,the dominant element there, 
stood with you as they did, spells th.e downfaU of vhe group who seem 
tQ cr'o,w over the humiliation almost as did the Jerusa;lem ecclesiastics 
over the crucifixion of our Lord. U 'I ,know anything from history, such 
a defeat is no defeat BIt aU. God honours men who walk in the way of 
,pblin and, ,h'-umdUatIon, and the de.rision of men, ,foo- the safe·guarding of 
flhe preci'ous truth of ,Ch,rist wtho bore the penalty of our sins on the cross. 

May ,the Lord ·bless and strengthen you in these days, and give great 
courage and wis'llom to every Baptist dn Canada who ;belleves .that full- . 
length loyalty -to Jesus Christ and the Holy Scriptures are of Infinitely 
m'Ore worflh than the favour of men whose Ufe is like that of the grass 
and passeth away. 

FraternaHy yours, 
('Signed) --------" 
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ANOTHER - SOUTHERN BAPTIST'S JUDGMENT. 

Dr. T. T. 'Sh-ields, 
ToronVo, Canada. 

-----, Texas, 
November 9th, 1926. 

Dear Dootor:- . 
I am enclosing ll.erewith :a copy 'of a letter t'hat I mailed to nr. 'Scartborough 

a .few days ago. I just want you to ,know that yoU /have at least one sympathizer 
even away down in Texas-. 1 know you are !In the ri'ght side, and WlhHe yfo.ur 
battle in your Convenbion seemed to' 'be -lO&t, yet Ibef.ore God it was_ a victory, 
for you stood' -firm against an ovel'whelmlng majority. Truth and .nghreousness 
wiLl ;prevail in the end. The Modernists and their .colIllforters w.m reap wbat 
they are sowing-our iSouthern Ba-ptists are already relllping ·to the grea,t hurt 
of .the cause. 

,I am not- sending this letter for pwbllcation-j-usto to let y·ou -know ,that 
some of the -Texas laymen know w,hat is going on even dn the bounds of the 
N.R ConvenHon and 'in Canada, and -to encourage you as lbest I can In the 
brave fig·ht you are making. I iLave ,been ,for some .time readdng your sermons 
as I can get hold of -them, and other writings of yours. 

Wi,th every ,good- wJsh -and w-ith my, ,hu'mJble :prayers, I am, 
Faithfully yours, 

. (Signed) 

·P.s.-While as suggested' above, ,tohis is not sent for pu'bl1Cl11tion, yet feel 
at liberty to 'Use it as you please. II -am a deaCon in 'the .church and 
have been one of the trustees of Baptist Ool'lege ,for more than .twenty 
years, wh'ic'h., I am -gIad to say, is sound dn the ;faith. 

Dr. L. R. 'Scarborough, 
Seminary Hm, Tems. 

Dear !Brother In Ohrist:-

------, Texas, Nov. 4th, 19~6. 

I have read your report: of the Canadian convention, with interest. I have 
been ,ket;!ping up with donditions in spiritual matters in both the Nor,th and South 
IllS Ibes-t I can from 'inform'a,tion given. out th-roug·h the rellg,lous magazines. I 
am receiving and read1ng a half doz.en or more of th.ese ,pu'bUcat!ons ,f-rom both 
the North and the 'Sou1Xl.. . 

Kindly let me say ,that I am -familiar wi-th the controversy that has Ibeen 
going on ;for some time over 'McMaster. If statements quoted -f·rom Dr. !Mar­
sha-Irs own 'Words are Itrue, he is a Modernist :In the S'torict sense of the word, 
and there is n.o app:a.rent reason to dou'bt the correctness of these many quota· 
tions ·from his mouth and- pen. Therefore it appeal'S that we have another dn· 
stance wlhere the 'big majlority is !wrong in to-heir decision; and thin'k about it! 
in matters where ·the correct interopretation of God's Word ·is involved and the 
eternal destiny of souls is at sta:ke! The Fosddckites and all other iModernists 
of the North and elsewhere, are laugh·ing in 11heir sleeves over thIs, another 
vIctory ;for 1;heir satanic cause. 

'I am reasonably we1:l1nformed as to 'Our -own .(lon·dltlons in Texas. 'Sad .tiwY 
are ~ndeed, to the 'point of tra-gedy. I love my ,brethren and the great ,cause 
they represent, and eSlPe_cially sympatlh.ize with those o.f you upon whose shoul­
ders has faHen lIhe respons~bllity of ,leadership. The burden-s are heavy, almost 
to the crushing point. J ,was for the 7;5 million campaIgn and C'ontrilbuted tiU it 
hurt, but rejoiced in the !privilege. I am -stilI for the cause. It is ever ·the same. 
Have Ibeen tIothing 'my little Income and reading the ,S11andard approximately 
thirty years. Now I am afflicted and no longer ~ble ,to earn but_ a meag·re !pit· 
tl;l.nce in support of myself and w,i·fe, who is also suffering in bodHy affiUctions. 
I can no longer, t'o my regret, make con,tl'ibutions as in the past. _ 

Our good obre1lh,ren have had much to say from the ~lpit and! ,have 'Wr.lotten 
-mueh for pu'blleation as Ito the cause of our 'present financial distresos ,in Texts, 
a·nd also as ito 'a remedy. WdJl you permit me to state fl'ankl,y ·the -cause (as I 
believe), and also to s-ugge9t flhe only remedy, and still feel 'kinlily toward me 
as a symplllthizing brother? . 

Th.e very thing tha-b has c'ome to pass ·in the Canadian Convention, as you 

, 
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depict ·i·t, has Ibeen repeated from time to time in our Texas conventions, and 
aJso in our S. B. Convention. Our good brelih.ren, our strong, infiuentiaJ leaders 
such as yourself and Dr. 'MulUns, ,together 'With many others Qf our 'leading 
pastors under yOur !infiuence, and school- men as wel:l, mave straddled on ,this 
awful heresy Oil Modernism. You ,have s:hown a'disposition to cover it up, and 
have lent comfort to its persistent, aggressive leaders 'by rrefuslng or 'failing to 
come out in ·the open in an aggressive offensive ,battle, that we might talke off 
the 'head of thi'l; ,bigOited PhlUstine, who is seek>ing to come to uSt "as an angel 
of light." Not only this, but you and the other lead~s have done wtbat you could 
to destroy. the .power and infiuence of the only stron-g men of God 'who have 
ibEen, and are now, fighting aggressively this destructnve, deceptive, Oh·ri&tless 
enemy of aU .truth. 

It has ,been a mystery t'o this humble, o.bscure !ay·man why you (our ~eaders) 
have doone so, and continue this ruinous COU!l'se. ,Dr. Shields 'has .been a ·fearless 
giant in this 'fight, especially in the iNOrth, ,where the enemy h!LS already cap· 
tured the N. B. Convention, and is sweepin-g on from vfC'bory to v:fctory~or the 
Devd!, yet you would· make it appear that he is a dislru.me·r of the peace of Zion 
in the field Olf ,his laOOr. You and your fellow·la;bou·rers in the .battle for God 
and His Too,fih, have failed or ref,used to "come to the help 01 the Lora, to the 
helq) of the Lord agaJinst the !mifghlty,"--(exce,pt in ·a .p:ass·~ve 'Way). The Fos· 
d'ickites and :his hosts who .are "·going the way of ·Cain," count it all' a V'ictory 
for their /C8;use. 

!l,t 1s true as ,you say, a 'big majodty voted to give Dr. ·Mar:slhall a 'Clean 
biU of heaJ't'h, ,pr,onouDced him orthodox dn eve:l'y .reSlPect, :but as is a well· 
known 'flllCt, majorities are often-very oolten-wrong in their verdicts. It is 
unquest4ona,bly so iin this in·stance. 

Going back to the 'CBlUse and the Il'emedy for our prE!lS'ent ",financial' jam," 
as Dr. Jeff D. Ray .. pute It, I wi-sh to say Jtj'ndly and as nearIy as I know . how 
in the spirit of Chri8t, that the cause Uas first at the door of our -leaders· Tor 
reasons already sta'ted. Our Bapt·tst 'people of Texas are ·good followers, and 
they have without queSttion for y.ears, followed their leaders in ,the Lord's 
cause. They have ever stood ready to give sacn'fic·iaJly when they 'have as· 
suran'ce tha.t their contn.buMons wiU ,be 'alp-plied, where lit wILl ,honou·r our Lord. 

But sad to say, t·heIr confidence in ·their leaders has .been shaken; ·t!h.e 
masses, a large Ibody of them, know .that this enemy, Mode!l'nism, 'haSt !been 
goIng up and· down the earth, "'seeking ·whom it may devour," and they have 
,begun to feel thlWt 'You good brethren have not kep.t faUh W'ith -them. as you 
·should, ·since you refuse to adimit t'he prevalence aT .thls ibLighting heresy in 
ou·r chuoohe19 ·and schools, especiaJly in the Nort-h, 'and sneakingly ·see·king and 
·gaining a foothoJd -in some of our Southern institutlions. J.t w:ill not do :to say 
tMs ts .not so. Tlbe intelligent Teadin.g Baptists knOlW 'beuter. 

So ~ong as these ·cond·ttions obtain, we need not expect 'material improve­
ment ~n ,the financeSt of OUT 'kingdom W'Or:k. The only remedy is to come .back 
to God, whose c'ause He ha'S' intTusted to us, get on our knees, confess our 
sins, and res·tore (l()·D!fidence to our :beloved Zion in Texas, andi in the South, 
join hands w.f.th t'he forces who a'l'e, 'and have 'been agg:re·s.sive .in expoS'ing and 
denouncing this 'bold, bigoted, 'boasting Philistine who ijs defying the Good of 
Israel. . . . 

Now, Brother S'ca·r.borough, while you read tbese slm.ple suggestions, 
,please keep 'Your .mInd off of Dr. NOIl'r·is. JUSlt eIimina.te 'ham .from ,this whole 
matter. The Lord 'knDws he is not the issue, nor ~s he the cause of our di:re 
dis·tress. Loo·k ·closer home andl see if we do not find evidence of our own 
weaknes:& and failures as' 'kindly suggested in the foregOing. The Temedy: 

"If .my people whic'h are called 'by .my name, s·hall hlllJIllble them­
selves, and, pray, and ·seek my face, and !turn ·from ,thei·r w.icked· ways. 
then will -I ihear 'from heaven, and will fO'l'g1ve their. sins and will heal 
thedr land." 

I knolW you are a vel'y busy and much :burdened' man. T 'am sure your 
heart is IbolWed down unde·r the he·avy Joad tlla,t is upon you. as· it fl,ppears by 
the apPOintment of God. I would not PltI'lpo:rely add one sm-aw -to tb.e weight 
of thtso iburden. My ·humble suggestions are meant, If possi'b~e, to help rather 
tihan 'hande·r. I feel ,that the remedy suggested Is the onl'Y remedy for our 
financial straits andl the spir.ltuaJ 'blessings we aU flO mllC'h crave .. It is' not 
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God's will that conditions should remain as they are. He is jea:loUS' .for His 
truth "As it was on-ce delivered to the eaints," and expe<rts 'us to guard it at 
a1J,y -cost, and proclaim .it to the ends of the earth in al~· dts :purity and sim· 
~~~ . . 

May HIs IChoi~elS't Ib~essings .be upOn you and aU the faitbful of our Lo~d. 
Most Sincerely Yours, . 

(Signed) -----"1----

A LETTER FROM MONTREAL. 

We regret that owing to the mass of material we had to pUlblish !before 
and since the Convention, we have ibeen unlllble to give space to "'he followlJig 
letter which !Was !l'eceived October 16th. 'l'he 'letter deals with a statemellJt !We 
made concerning the work in ,Montreal, when we spoke of ·the First OhurclL 
havin.g gone rout of 'bu9l.ness~ Th1s lettler is sel-f-eXi,llanatory . 

. It really does not much matter w'h.lch 'of the .two churches has -ceased to 
exist as a separate IOlTganization,-the fact is, :Ilha:t -where there !Were two 
church'es there is now only one. In 1910 in the 'I1wo churches tliere was a total 
mem-bership of '895; ,there is n'orw in the First Churoh worshipping .in What 
was once .the 01ivet Chu·rc.b, a, total membershrip of -6918. Thus·:we have one 
church less !With a membershIp of 197,---and this ~n ten years. We still !believe 
there ought to :be a way of avoiding such decrease. We gladly, however, ~U!bUs!b. 
the letter of explanattfon 'below, and: only regret that 'lack of space has rprevented 
Its '1uivlng an- earl-ier appearance: 

"Verdun, P.Q., 
Editor, Gospel Witness, October 14th, 192'6. 

Torlonto, Onto 
Dear iDr. -Shields: 

rAt a. meeting rof the 'Montreal Baptist iMillJisterl8Jl Association held 
on the 11th' ·lnBl1., the attention of the brethren was called to a report in 

. your rpa:per of tile meeting helod in Montreal :by yourself and party. 
Appearing in that re.port is a statement that Fi·rst Bapti-st Cb.urch had 
gone out of exli;tence. 

It was felb that Ws is a presen·tatlon of the matter .that wi1l give a 
decidedly wr.ong lmpression of ·the facts .. First Chu·roo· and Olivet Church 
merged, and First Churah' people went e:n masse 1nto the amalgamation 
which was made in . the ,best interests O!f lBaptist work in -this di~ftcult 
field of !Montreal. . 

A correction would Ibe much aJPprecia-1led. 
Yours very sIncerely, 

(S-Igned) WoI!JLLA.M iRJIOE, Sec'y." 

NOTES ABOUT THE COLLEG~ 

Arrangements for the openin.g of our nerw college are rapidly progrejising, t 
but we do not ·e~ct to have our ·fuH rorganization until next fan. We have 
secured -the consent IOIf one ",,110 will serve as- Acting Dean, and of others who 
will assist. From January to -the end o.f May we bope to Iprovlde an intensive 
course ·for youn·g men who desire 00 ·go .ou·t evangelizing the towns and villages 
round..a.bout. Begdnning next fall, we shaH expect to 'have com-pleter courses 
and a full-er staff, a-nd to unde.rta·ke the work in earnest; but we shall- Ibe glad to 
hear from aU who desire to tll!ke advanta.ge of the COUTse .provided from Janua:ry 
to .May. . 

We have no very large gifts to repol"t. One day las17 !Week someone cal'led 
w:ho promised us $200.00 a year for five years. We were very grateful for -this 
promise, and we record it !bere in the hope that It !Will 'be suggestive. -Dbouibtless 
there are men dn all the churches who stand whole~heaTtedly for ·the faith, who 
would ,be glad to send us a yearly cont·ri;bu1non; we hope .there may be some 
churc.bes also who will give the new college a 1P1:ace on their bud·get. We 
believe it ought to .be possi·ble for .us -to secure an income !for th·is purpose of 
$20,0000.00 a year. We ask the Lord's stewards ·whoo !l'ead ·thls to lay it. to heart. 
So far we have not asked a single individual for a. cent: all the help bhat has 
been promised has come to us through reading The Gospel Witness. 
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BAPTIST BIBLE UNION. SENIOR LESSON--' LEAF 
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L __ e_ss_o_n __ 1_. _________________ F_ins~t_Q~u~a~"~e~r~,~1~9~27~.~ _______ J~a~n~u=ary 2nd, 1927. 

WAITING FOR THE PROMISE . 

. Lesson Text: Acts, chapter 1. 

Introduct:on to the Acts of the Apostles. 

The second trea:tise, in continuation of the Gospel as recorded .by Luke. 
-The style coufirms the iden-tity of auth'Orship; also the 'addl'ess to the same 
person, Theophilus, pro.ba:bly a man of rank, judgin'g from ·the title ''most 
E'xoolIent." The 'Gospel was the life OIf Jesus in tlhe flesh, 'the Acts record His 
IHe in the Spirit; Ohrysostom caUs it ''The GOSiPel of :the Holy 'SpirIt." Hence 
Luke s'ays: "The former treatise I made 'Of al,l that Jesus ·began to d:o' and 
teach;" theref<lre the Acts give a summary of !What Jesus continued to do and 
teach ·by His Spirit in His diseipies after He .was taken u~. The :oook .brea:ks 
off a:t the dose 'Of S·t. 'Paul's .impris·onment, AJD. ,63, with,out recordin,g his release; 
hence it is Ukely 'Luke completed it at -th'is date, jum 'before tidings of the 
apostle's ·release reacbed hiVI' There is a pr'o-gress-ive development and untty 
'of plan throughou,t. The key Is cha.pter ,1: 18: "Ye shall 'be w.it'llesses unto Me 
in (1) Jerusalem, and (2) in all Judea, and (3) in Samaria, and (4) un.to the 
uttermost part of of:ihe eart..'1." I.t .begius wi-th Jerusalem, ·the metropolis of the 
Je'w1sh d'ispensati-oll, and end·s with ·Rome, ·the metropolis of uhe' wh'Ole Gentile 
wOl"ld. It is divisiJble into tlh.ree ,portions: 1. From the ascension -to the' cl-ose 
of chap. 11, 'which descri'bes the rise of ·the first ·purely GentUe church, at 
Antioch, where the disci.ples :conseq'uently were first< caHed CHRISTIANS; 2. 
Thence down to .the apecial vision at Troas: (.chap. 1$.), which ,carried the go~el, 
througb. Pa:uI, ·to !Europe. 3. Th~nce onwar.d, till dt reached Rome. In eaeh of 
the three peri'oods ,the church 'has a d~&tin'ci' aspect: in the first, Jewish; in the 
second, Gentile, with. a strong Jewish admixture; in the -thi-rd, after the couneil 
at Jerusalem (ehap. lJ5), Gentile in a preponderahlng degree. .At ,first ,the 
gospel was preached to the Jews only; "'hen ,to .the ISamaritans (8.: Hi); ·then 
to the .E-tll"iOlpian eunu<lh', a ;proselyte of righteousness (.g.: 27); then, allter a 
special reve-laUon as 'Peter's warrant, to Cornelius, a ;proselyte of 1lhe .gate; then 
to Gentile -Gree'ks (not Grecians, ·i.e., Greek-spea;king Jews, ~buu he!lthen Greeks, 
'On the w.hole t'he best S\liPported reading, 11: 120); then ;peter, who, as· ",the 
a.postle of the ci·rcumc!-sion," ;had .been in the ,first ·period the foremost !preacher, 
gives place fr<lm chap. 13· t'O Paul. "the apostle of the unrol"Cllmcision," Wiho 
successively ·proclaimed! "'he word in Asia -Min'o'r, MacedonIa, Greece, and ROI1lle. 
Luke joined Paul at Troas (abou,t A.D. ,53), as appears from the "we" taking 
the ~lace of "they" at tha·t point in his 'his-tory (l'G: 8-1'()). The repetition of the 
account of the ascension in chap. ,1 shows that an interval of some time had 
elapsed since wri,!-ofng the .more su.mma:ry account or i,t at the eud lO,t Luke 24; 
for repetition would have ,been supeTfluous unless some time had intervened. 

1St. Matthew's Gospel, as a·dlllpted to Jewish readers, answers> to the l1rst 
period ending IllbOut AiD. 40, and was 'Written probably in and !lor Jerusalem 
and Judea; .St. iMark answers to .the second· Judea..(}entHe jperlod, A.D. 40-50, 
as his G'Ospei a:bounds ,in Latl~isms, and is sui-bed to Gentile ·converts, such as 
were the Roman soldiers concentrated at Caesarea, their headquarters "in 
Palestine, the second great .centre of g<lspel preaching, the scene ot Cornelius' 
conversion iby Mal"k'·s father in the ifai.th, Peter. 1St. Luke's Gosp~l has a Greek 
tinge, and answers to the t'!loird .period, A.D. '50-1113, ,being suited to· Greeks 
unfamilliar wH:h Palestinian geography; wri:tten ;perhaps at Antioch', the ·thi·rd 
great centre -of 'gospel diffusiion. Anti"och. is assIgned Iby tradi·tion as. his resi­
dence (A.D. 512") 'before. joining Pll,ul when entering Europe.' !Beginning it there, 
he ,pro'ha'bly dOoID'pleted It under Paul's gui-d'ance, and circu·lated it -from ·PhiUippi, 
,,~here 'he was left behind, among the Greek ·chur.ches. Proba:bly St. Paul 
(A.D. 57) aIIudes.to his Gospel -in 2 Cor. 8: 18: "the !brother whose praise is in 
the- ·gospel throughout all the c1Lurehes;" Cel"tain~y he quotes bois G'Ospel as 
ScrIpture and by inStpirati'on stamps it as sueh in 1 Tim. 5: 18. His hav:ing 
been cho;en 'by .the Macedonian churches joint trustee wi1!h' Paul of their 
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contrlbutiona .to Jerusalem Im.plies a long residence, during wh4ch he completed 
and circulated 'his wor·k. As Acts was the ifruit of his. second connection, with 
Paul, wh'Ose labou,rs down to his impris'Onment in Blome form the chier part 'Of 
the 'book, so he !Wrote Ube Gospel througih the help he got in ibis flrst connection 
with him, from Tr'Oas down to Ph.illipp-i. Jerome says Luke pu.bllshed his 
Gospel "in the parts of Achala and Baeotia." 

'.r.he Book ~f Acts links i,tself with the Giospels,by descrIbing the ·foundatl'On 
and extensi"On of ,the ch·uroh, which' Christ in the Gospels promised; and with 
the Pauline epistles 'by undesigned, because nov abvious', coincidences. It ·forma 
with the Gospels a historical Pentateuch, on wih-ich otihe Epistles are -the inspired 
commentary, a's the Psalms and Pro.phets are on the ·O.T. 'historical books. 

I. FROM THE RESURRECTION TO THE ASCENSION. 
1. By 'implicati'On, Luke styles this iboo'k as a record of what Jesus Is con­

tinuing t'O d"O (v. 1). His earthly ministTY was :but ·the .beginning 'Of His wOl"k. 
He still liVes, and is carrying on. The Acts s1rould theref'Ore Ibe studied as a 
record 'Of What :the ascended Christ does in :the lives of men !by the power 'Of 
the Holy Ghost. '2. Ohrist was seen of his ddsciples f'Orty days (v. S). During 
,that time, He showed them "·many dnifaUtble proofs" 'Of iHis resurrecti'On. The 
pur,pose 'Of Has tarrying fa'rty days on earllh was to "shew himself alive". As 
we proceed ·in our study 'Of this ·boo.k, ·we s'h.a.ll see how vitally imp'Ortant tIlle 
truth of the resurrection is. The pr'Oofs of it Luke descri.bes as "infallIble". 
3. The theme of the forty days' discourse (v. 3). He spo'ke of .tih-ings 'pertaining 
to the kingdom o·f .God. So "We who aTe rusen wi1:h Christ 'should ,be engaged in 
heavenly conversation. 4. He fOl1bids His disciples to attempt anything 
wJ.thout the Holy Ghost (v. 4). He commanded :them not t'O depart. Surely 
the prohihition atiU stands: nof.thing is more dishonouring to God, and nothing 
waIl m'Ore certaanly result in faoiolu-re, than the attempt to· do God's work in the 
energy 'Of the flesh. They were Tequired to depend a'bsolutely upon ,the pr'Omise, 
and to ·await ·I,ts fulfilment. ·5. There is a certain danger in inactivity (v~. 6 
and 7). The disciples were concerned 81bout matters 'W'h:lch were .beyond their 
legitimate .purv-iew. Tdle knowled,ge of the time of the Lord's coming is labelled, 
"Jot is not ·for you". Let us therefore be 'Warned. ,6. T·he Ikey-verse 'Of the Acts 
of ,the Ap'Ostles (v. 8). HaTe we 'have the ·missi-on of the believer, and .the 
church, t'O ,beaT ,witness. The power of the churc'h. is:the !Holy ·Ghost; the sphere 
of its activities, "to the uttermost! part of ·the earth". 7. The Ascension (vs. 
9 and 10). (a) It was' su,pernawra;l. It is .folly ·va try to explain it: it was 
.bey'Ond nature; (ib) it was visible: '"W1b.tle .they ;beheld, 'he was taken u·p." 

II. FROM THE ASCENSION TO PENTECOST. 
1. Th'e d·i-sciples stood "gazing" (v. 1:1). Their physical posture was but 

illustra1live 'of their mental attitude. oIt was whil-e they s·rood gazing into 
heaven, they heard a heaven~y voice. So may lWe; yet there is a. certain Idle 
gazing that is not t'O ·be commended. 2. They received the promise 'of Christ's 
return. (a) He will 'be the same Jews when He comes back 'as He was when He 
was here; (:b) He wi1:l return a.s He was seen to go. Hence, His return wiil be 
visible. 3. The attitude of waiting Ifa.'i"'h. (a) Obeddent: they returned to 
Jerusalem as they had been -commanded; (Ib) It 'Was joyful (Luke 24: 52). 
4. The upper roOm. Th.ey continued ·in prayer. 'In this instance they .prayed 
fOT the fulfilment.of a llartieular promise. So may we. BlI:t it is always safe 
to spend oll:r w.aiting hours or moments -in ,prayer. Thus \Peter saw 'his vision, 
and carr.ied the go~el 00 ·the Gentiles (!A.cts 10: 9). We have not now to wait 
for the descent of the Spi·rit, for !He has come to 81bide for ever with His people; 
'but the necessity ·for beg-inn.ing, ,continuing,. and ending 'our work in pra.yer 
should ever ,be iborne in mind. Important as preaching was, the apostOliC church 
gave first .place to prayer. iTh.e prayerless ,church is a powerless church. 6. 
The apostolic atUbude towaTd the Scriptures (vs. 15-200). These "un'learned" 
men had ibut one Book .for ·their guidance, and ,that Book WllS' to 'them the Word 
!of God. ·We do weIl to twke up their attitude. 6. Did they make a mistake 
in selectin·g a sll:ccessor to Judas Ibefore "'he Holy Spirit came? The man· whom 
they appointed oIs never heard of again. It must be :borne in mind, ?-o 'Y0rd of 
censure is ,passed upon them ifor this act, bll:t .J.t is not without sigmflcance 
that the Lord had, in the person of 'Saul of Tarsus, a't·rue BlPostle In preparati'On. 


