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tEbt 3f arbt~ ~trttt ~ulptt 
CAN GOD FOR'GIVE SIN WITHOUT ITS BEING PUNISHED? 

A Sermon by the Pastor. 
Preached in Jarvis ,Street Ohurch, Toronto, ,Sundwy Evening, Nov. 21st, 1926. 

(Sten.ographioa4ly Reported.) 

"Being jus~li!fied fl1eety by Ms grace through the redemption tha1 is ;n Christ 
Jews:. • 

"WhoDl GQd ha'tb ·set forlth otb be a propitia·II'on. ·through .fa.l!'h u. ids blood, lIO 
deal'aore Ihls r:iglh.teou·9IlIeSS '!Ior !!'he remi9Sion of sinlS "1m'! a-re pas'!, through '!he for· 
belllrl3>llOe of God; 

"To'de:c.lalre, I say, a:t t'his Hme his righteousness: l'hat he might be juS'!, and 
ftJhe jUlSU;fier of Ihim whlldh. believeth in Jesull."~Romans 3: 24-26. 

WJ 
SHALL try to discuss with ~ou ;tIhis evening, in ·the simplest possible 
way, ·tJhe s1gnifi<:ance of the :death of· Christ. T·he death of !the Lord 

I Jesus is an indllilPutable ·fact of history: He .Lived, He med.· Why 
. dId He die? What did He a'ccom:pJ.ish 'by His death? John intro-
~ duced Him as "the Lamb of God; which taketh away ·the 'Sin of t·he WW worI'd". A certain suppoeed:l.y. great scholar-a tJheologian too-says 

that the Lamlb of God! has· ta:ken away the sin of the 'World: he se.ys 
. we uS'ad to have slaver.y, and under .the influence of Ithe gOll'Pel' slavery 

has died out; we used to have a grea,t deal more child·iabour than we have, 
arid under ,the influence of the gospel thart..iS' diminishing! This world used to 
be a very bad pla'ce, 'according to thiS' gentleman, ,bu·t the ·gospel- has <:leared 
·things up!--¢here is etill much to Ibe done, of ·course, !but that· is Dr: T. Reaveley 
Glover'.s view of the effect of the dea.th of 'OhriS't: it 'has Hs in,fluence upon 
so<:iety, upon the institutions of. society; 'but is related! Ito the ind,ividuil.l: only 
in that indirect way .. 

I dare say 'I might be a.ble to talk DO you in an in·teresting ofaSihion this 
'evening 'a'bouit other 'people's s,ins-th'llt is always 'a matter of great interest. 
If I were -to dis'cusS' the sins of society, you woold 'be interested; 'and if I 'were 
to propound some theory as' to ·how these evils might ,be mitigated, you might 
reg·ard it as a very interesting a·peculation. But Ithe important matter Is to 
deal w.f.th your sin and my sin, and to flnd out what can be done w~th that, and 
what particular ibearing ·the death of ·Christ has upon our sins. I sha,l!l not 
confine my,self Ito ,tMs great text that I .have read-'if I did', instead of preach· 
ing one 'sermun, I might wri,te m'llny volumeS'; for it has in it a divinel.)" inspired 
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sta,tement of the atonement-but I ,s'ha'll quo~e oa numlber of 'passages of .scripture 
this ev·enin.g, and let the BiMe· s'peak 'fol' itself. 

I. 

I begin 'by asking WHAT THE BIBLE lIAS TO ISAY ABOUT THE CONSEQUENOES 
OF HUMAN SIN. In the very :beginning it says, "In ,the day that lIhou eatest 
ther-eof thou shalt sure10y die." TIle' -New Testament says thaJt 'sln iso 'the trans· 
gression of 'the law, or, sin 1so lawlessness; sin. reany is ana.rehy, the old man 
·the carnal mind, is an anar<;,hist; it "'is not subjeot to the law of God neithe; 
indeed. can be." In its whole nature and constitution, the carnal" mind! is 
enmity 'against God, .jot is opposed to the divine 'rule; sin is !the 'li1lting up of 
the human will against the divine government, it is a protest a>gainst the ·abso· 
lute sovereignty of God. 

But sin is more than the transgression of an abstract Ia,;'. You know ·that 
our laws are ena·cted in the n'ame of his M'ajesty ·the King, and the statutes 
read somet-hin.g like this: that his Majesty, by 'and; with the 'consent of his 
counse·~lors, enacts as follows. The law, .th,erefore, theoretically, is the law 
of ·the King; and yet 'uhere are many 'laws upon Britis'h statute books th'at .have 
no direct relation to the person of the King-the King m:ay not, indeed, per­
sonally a'pprove some of them, they 'are ,puot ·on the so;-;atute book in hi,s name 
because he is a constitutional monarch; whether he -likes the .law or not, there 
it .s'bandS' in hls name. That is not true of the laws of God: ever.y law of God 
is 'a transcript of the divine na,ture. God"s laws, in .any realm, are whlllt they 
are 'because He is' what He· is; and y.ou cannot viol'ate a l'aw of God without 
violating the n'ature of ,the divine Law-Giver. If you 'brea:k a l·aw of God, that 
transgression actua'lly wounds God'. He is infini,te, and He expresses Himsoelf 
in .the law wh.ich He has made; which means to say, that the law af God, in 
any realm, is not a omere arbitra·ry enaetmerut. He is not li'ke a fa.ther, who 
arbitrarily s'ays', "T,hou shalt not",-merely for the sake ·of 'saying, "'Jlhou shalt 
not": God's laws are based upon the nature of things, 'and. God is the Author 
of the nlO.ture of thin'gs; 'and you can n.o ~ore change· a law of God than you 
can ·c·hange -the nature ·o'f God, beoo'llse God's l'aw is' a part of Himself. 

Now, anticipa,ting in part what I may la,ter Ba'Y, a·s an ll'lustration of this 
:principle: Oalvary is a revelation, it is oa revelation of -Sin, of whlllt sin .is. 
God is a spiorit, we d'O not see Him, "No man ha,llh s'een God at auy time"; 'but 
in. the pers'on of Jesus -Ghrist, GodJ was manifeStted in the fiesh, and, He said, 
"He thlllt hath seen me hath seen ;bhe Father". If you wanlt to kn·ow what God 
is like, ,you are to th·ink of Him 'as He h'as been revealed in the Person of His 
.son, for He is ·said to be "the expres'S ini!age of His 'person;" When God 
appeared among men, touching ·them with His ,healing hand, speaking to them 
wit'll His gracious words, teaching them the spiritual character of His llaws, 
what did men do? They took the UltImate, llhe La·S'I;, ,1'Ihe One and only 'com· 
pl'Cte Revela,tion of God., they took Him to the cros·s, they !put a ·crown of thorns 
in mockery 'on His brow, they naiied His .handlS·, by His divine permission, to a 
cross of 'Wood·, they arove their spear to :the very heal't of GOd-THAT IS SIN! 
Sin never stops, even the 'SIIIlallest ·sin, untH j,t registers its protest in the 
PersoOn of God Himsillf. ,sin iSl a spear d·riven to ·the heart of God, f·or sin, 
were it permitted to do its full work, would over,turn the very -throne of God; 
it wO'lld reduce the universe to a sta.te of anarchy. In ·our day men make light 
of 'S14, '.'Fools ma.ke a mock at sin"; and the prevaiUng evolut'ionary notion 
makes sin but ,llhe resld1ue of wme lower sba.te from which we are emerging, 
and reaUy comp'iiments men that they are not as ·bad as the'J:' mig.hot ,have 'been, 
tha,t they are gradually .progre5'sin-g, an.d1·gettin.g nearer to God! That, howev,er, 
is the very arutUohesis of the -te'aching of .scripture: sin is re'bellion, agains·t 
God; sin is, in its very nature, lawlessness, and -it is of the Lawles's One w·ho ilr 
the adversa·ry of God Himself. 

S'in ts des cri'b ed, as death: "T·he soul that sinneth, l't shall dle." Death 
is nDt extinction of being; w·hen a man dies, he d!oes not cease to exist: there 
is a 'Change of rel'8Jtion-E;'hip, eertain corres'pandenees are ;broken, interrupted. 
And in the day tha.t man sinned, his fel'loW"ship with God was 'broken, .he was 
separated from God: "So he drove out the man; and 'he pl'a'ced at the east of 
the gal'den -of Eden Oherubims, and a fi'a.ming sword: w-hich turned every way, 
to keep the way of the ,tree· of life." Man W'llS driven from the presence of 
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God, and never can he come back again .but through the S'hed bloodi-whatever' 
that S1hed ·blood may mean-Oif its meaning I shall' -SlPeak in a few momen-ts. 
Furthermore, man ·be.gan to die physioall.y in the day that he S'inne'd, he became 
mortal-:-you are dying now. If you did! not ,begin to die long before you are 
actually dE;lad, the den-Ust would go out of ·business;. 'but .there are sig·ns· or 
decay in all of us, we are going dow~hHl. 

In the New Tes.tt8lIlent we are told, "The wages of sin. Is ·deaJth." Dea.th 
is defined a·S' the "wages of sin"-tha.t is, S'Ometh-ing you earn. The man who 
gets so .much ian -hour is paid aec·ording to the nu,mber of 'hours he works: 
there is a direot relation -between the reward! and the servIce -he renders. Thfl-t 
figure is used! In ·the· S'Criptures, d-eath is! B-aid to ·be earned by -the sinner, it is 
what .he is' paid for ,,"hat he does. 

Then I quote to .you several great passages w-here the word "puniilohment'" 
is used,-lbut per-haps' 'before 1 do that, I sihould remind you of the 'apostle's 
wordS! w·h-ere he S'8JyS, "Be not deceived; Godl is not mocked: for whatsoever 
a man 's'Owe-th, that shall he also rell/p. .For he that soweth to his fleS1h B-haH 
O'f the flesh reaop corruIlItf.on; lbou~ he that E'owelth bo bhe "Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life ever-lasting." Th'rut pas'sage postu1ates a· reign of law in the moral 
realm w.hich is juSlt as inexorable as any -law in the physical -realm. If' you 
want wheat,' you sow whe-at; ~f you want oats, -you sow oa;t&'-'and you get back 
wJlat you s-ow. ·So the apostle -teI.ls us that wha·tsoever a man soweth that 
shall 'he also rell/p. In thlat realm there is no accid.ent, you cannot 'prevent 
things bringing forth after their kind, an·d! the 'harveSlt 'partakeS' of the charac· 
ter of the se-ed eown. Keep -that ·in mind, wilQ <you?' We are taugrht that there 
is a l-aw in the mor·al realm, 'always operating, just a:s inexor&lbly as the law 
of .gravit'8Jtion, or the laws which govern the produotion of the fruits .of the 
earth. 

T-he Apostle Peter, in his second -epistle, sayS!, "Trhe Lord knoweth how 
to deliver the 'godly -out of temptations, .and Ito reserve the unjust mito the. day 
of judgment to 'be punished." T-he unjust are dIvin-ely reserved, just as a .man 
is kept in jail unHi tlhe day of trial, Uiat he 1IIfcLy 'Come before 'his jud-ge and 
receive ibis sentence, so we ·are told the ILord -knows how to -reserve the unjust 
unto the day of judgment to be -punished. "Puni-shment" for s:n is there defi­
nitely promised. T-hen there are two or three verses in second Thessalonians 
1 ·want to read to you: "Seeing it is a rIghteous thing with God to recompense 
trLbulation to them- ,that trouble you; and to ;you who are troubl-ed ;re8t with, US'; 
w·hen the Loid Jesus shall be reveated from he;aven with HiS' mighty angels, 
in flaming fire taking vengeance on them ·that know not God, and that obey 
not the gos·pel of our ·Lord J·esus ChrIst: who shaH be punished with 'everlast~ng 
diestruction from the presence of t'he Lord, and from the .glory of ,his- power"­
a·ctually for the rejection of the gOSlPel we are told men are to -be "puniS'hed." 
You are familiar with the passage ·in Hebrews: "He that ·deEWised Moses' iaw . 
died wit'hout mercy under two or rthree· witnesseS': of ·how -much ·sorer .piIn~sh­
ment, suppo'se ye, sha'}q- he be thoug·hlt 'Worthy, who hat'h trodod.en under foot 
the Son of God, and ·hath counted the ·bllood of t·he c,ovenant, wherew'£th he 'Was 
sanctified, an unhoty Ith-ing, and hath done despite I\1Il'to ,the .spiI'it of grace?" 
And again in the twen,ty.fifth chapter of ,Ma.tthew and! the IQst verse; "And 
these s·hall go away in'to ever.Jasting punishment." 

Recall also rthe terrible revel'ation our Lord gt!ves of the rfuture in that 
sixteenth chapter of LU'ke w.hen He draws ·the veil and sh()W8 us· Diyes in !the 
life to come: "The rich moan . . . '. died, ·and- was' 'buried. And in he-l~ he 'lift 
up his eoye's, being in tonments." He suffered.' 'Wli.y did ;he suffer? . He 'suffered 
for hls ra'in, and .the law was fixed', and 'lletween -him and a st-ate .of ,bliss a grS'lI;t 
gul:f was fixed which wa-s impaSSible. ·Thf.s argues, nort only 11. reign of la.w in 
this life, but it draws the veil and 's'hows us· th,at ,the same law is operating in 
the Ufe that is Va come, and A:braham. .is represented as saying, ''Thou in thy 
lifetime Teoeivedst thy 'good things, and likewise iLazarus enl 'tlhings: but now 
iIle is comforted, and thou art tormented." Tihe flStroriomers are. fond of 'giving 
us -their sta;ggerf.ng distances, and talking about Ihund·reds of millions orf l~g:hv. 
year8,-1 confess rI am entirely ·bewi.Jdered illy vhelr estimates, it Is quite 
beyond me; -but even rthose who ,boa-s't so much of s·cience, .are fond' of em­
phasIzing the 1nexorahility of law' in the physical realm: . :t:he<y rtell 
us they :can actuau..y weig.h a planet, and tell us . something of its constiotuentS', 
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on the assumption that laws whi~h obtain here, operate yonder. Well, I believe 
they are right th·us far, ·th'lllt law is univereal, and God. Is one; and thwt God's 
laws are everywhere operative,'and that the law ,that we see operating here in 
this life wUl be eff~tive in the Ufe to ~Omte; and men will reap a9 they have 
sown. 

Thus we have ha.dJ a glimpse of ·what ¢he Bible SIl3·9 about sin and its con· 
sequences-sin i'8 to ,be ",punis'hed"; that is the teaching of Scri-pture. 

II. 

WHAT IS THE RELATION OF THE DEATH OF 'ClIBIST TO HUMAN SIN? Fi-rst 'Qf 
all, the dea;th of OhrIst involved grewt physical pain. He must ha.ve suffered 
excrucia;t1ng agon'Y when nruIed to the cross; Ibut no one wiH s'ay that it was 
by His' physical wffering only He atoned for our sin. That was an element in 
it, beyond doubt, !\lor He provided. a salv'ation for spirit, sou'l, and :body, and 
dou.btless .fJhe whole 'Person of t-he G.od·man wrougJb.-t in that redemption: He 
su'ffered physica'lly, -but He suffered more .in a mental and S'piritual sense, t·here 
was a s.pirituaI element in it which was entirel'Y beyond human understanding. 
A passage in one of Spurgeon's sermons 'was quoted recently by one who denies 
pra~tlcally ever·y·thiug for which Spurge·on stood. Spurgeon was speaking of 
the· mystery af the three hours' darkness, and ·in·Eo'isted that there was .more in 
the 8Itonement, in the sorrow and! sufferings o·f -Christ, than any m<>rtal could 
underS'tand. Surely everyone will be prepared to grant that. How it was ·pos­
si-ble for God to 'become incarnate :by a virgin bir.th I do not know-I only know 
tha.t He stooped to take upon Hims·elf our nature; I do not know how H was 
pos'8ible :for Him to endure in His P·el'son t-he equiva:lent of the punIsh.ment 
of uncounted mHlions of men-Dut -here we come upon ilie .InfiniJte, something 
thai transcends aU human understanding. But that does not mean that we 
are forbidden Ito accept ,the ex·pUcit teaching of ,Scripture in respect to these 
great facts of the in;finite, made known to us ,by in9piration of the Holy S.pirit. 

Our Lord Jesus 'W8iS. forsaken of God, "My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?" In ;bhe utter darkness ~ruto which He entered in -our behalf,. 
fellowship with God. was Ibroken, and He was separated from- HiS' Father; He 
became consciou1&, somehlow or another, of -that great -gulf wMch is fixed be· 
tween Iheaven and heU, and HimseIf guiltless, !He crIedl, "W.h.y ·hast -iliou :forsaken 
me?". I do not underSltand t-hat, -I do noot pretend to expound it; I can only 
take the words of -S'crl:pture, as I shaH 'presently do, to show that G.od says He 
"-wffered for sins, the just for ,the unjust, that he m~·ght 'bring us to God". But 
because there is an element of my·ster-y in it, and :becauS'e the atonement cannot 
be set forth wif,h m-a.themaltical exactnes·s, t-hat dl()es not ·mean that it is not 

. sufficientl'Y clearly revealed for faith to rest upon it, and to know that our sins 
are atoned for. He entered into the outer darknes·s. He was forsaken of God, 
and you will remember thalt as othe darkne'ss 'Wa;s approaehing He said to His 
dlsc'lples·, "My soul is exceed·ing· sorrowful, even unto death: ta:r.r.y ye here." 
But He went a littl'e further, and He was alone ·with God. I dk> not know what 
He meant when. He said, "Tlhe' cup which my Fwther h-a.th given ~e, shaH I 
not drInk it?" No mortal has ever anaIY'Zed \the ingredients of that cup. It is 
written: "In the hanid oIf the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is 
full of mixture; 'and ,he poureth out of the same: but the d.regs thereo.f, all t·he 
wicked of othe ea'roth shall wring thell). out, -and dlrink them." 'I do not under­
s.tand it, but I kn1(}w,-

"'Death and the curse were in our cup: 
o 'Ohrist, 'twas ·rutl for Thee! 

But T-hou ·has drained the last dark drop; 
'Tis' empty now for me: . 

That biltter cup, llove drank 'it :up; 
Now Messing's' d·raught ·for me." 

He tasted. deaJth for every mlan! I do not know what it means, 'but I rejoice 
in the fact of it because i't is .here revealedl in the Word I()If G(}d. 

. .A!gain: the deat·h of our Lord Jesus had some relation to the phy-sica-l 
'universe: when He died the sun put :on . sackcloth, t-he very heavens 'Went into 
mQurning, the earth shudder·ad ·at the aw·ful -agony of ·'the Incarnate God, the 
veil 'of the temple was' rent in ·t·wain, and· the very earth quaked. . 
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"When C:hrir.'t the Mig-htty Maker d,ied 
FIor man, vhe crea,ture's' sin." 

There' is mySltery there-who d'are say ~here I-s not? But oh, I am gla!i th'e 
veil of the tem~le was relllt. He Who thus dIed, and Whose Deiby th-e whole 
univers'e acknowledged, is my Saviour. 

Now ,let us look for a moment at 'What the Scripture!)' have 'to say about the 
d·ea,.th of .ohrist in ilts rela-tion ,to human sin.' What did the' Lord Jesus say? 
He said, "The Son of ma.n came not to. ibe ministered. unto, ,but to minister; 
and to give his life Ii. ransom oflor many"-or, ·ins'tead! of many. There is the 
figure of the payment of a ·pri·ce, we have .scrIpture far aur .hymn,-

"Jesus paid it all­
AH to Him I awe; 

.sin ,had lett a ·crimS'On s'tain; 
He wa1;hed it white as snawY 

He came to. give his liJfe a ransam instead .of many, to. pay the price, He died "in 
our roam and ,stead, w'hatever ma'Y :be invtolved In that great sacri-ftce. In our 
Bible lessan this marning I quated a .scripture whioh I am gaing to. quote again, 
"He hlllth made him to. be sin ·far us, who. knew no. sin"--,thlllt is, Christ knew 
no ein-"that we mig:ht ,be made the righteO'1lsness o.f Gad' -in bim." There are 
Scri'ptures which say that lOur sins were laid upon Him: "The Lordi hath l:aid 
on 'him the iniquity of us· all"; "Who. 'his awn sel;f 'bare O'1lr sins "in h'is awn body 
an t'1).e tr·ee"; "With ,his .stripes we are ·healed." 'But ,this I-s a stranger ward: 
"He made him to. be ,gin for '111'1." :r have never met ,with anyane 'Who cou:ld 
expaund .that passage. I qu,ated to. yau a Scripture juSlt now aobout the carnal 
mfnd. 'The Bible saY'S it is '~en.m~ty aga.inst Goo: :for it is nat subject to ,the 
law of God, neither indeed can !be"; ,in its very ,wal'lP and' 'WaOlf, in its nature 
. and, 'Canstiltutian, it is a mass of enmity againsot GodJ; ,there i9 not a·thing in it 
that 'is far God-it Is all against Gad, enm~ againSlt God. Our woo. Jesuso was 
"made sin !far us", ,t'houg:h He 'knew no. sin.; He represented in Ht9 Perron the 
sin :af the whale h-uman raee; He was infiniote .in all the qua'lities of His ·being. 
Had He been a man anly it 'Woold 'h'8.ve been impassi,ble for Him to. have ,bor·ne 
the sin of Itbe ,warld; 'but lbeIng infiItite in alI His capactUes, His ~apaciQi1S 
soul becaJJlle, as it were, the ·worLd's sin. in the ma;ss: "!He ,halth made him '1:10 be 
'sin far us," The IDIan who denies the substj.tutiaD!ar~ work of Ohrist, the 
infinite value alf the' precious 'bqaad, is already on the higlh ,roaW·ta Unitarianism. 
The two are wrapped, up together. If I reduce Jesus to the dimensian·s of a 
man, then He cannolt die far every,body's sin; but .if He i9 to. uS'the Incarna.te 
'Gad, it is possl-ble to. 'believe that His nature was a nature of infinite capacity. 
He was made ",to. be S'in ifor us", AfJ ,Spurgean ance soaId, "'His Deity gave Him 
an in,fini,te eapa:clty, and in:fused a IbaundlesS' degree of eampen-r.'llltion in-to all 
the pangs He bor'e." "He hat'h made him to 'be ·sin for' us, 'Who knew no. sin; 
that we might be mad'e the righteausness oIf God in Him." 

It is the duty o'f the 'Pul,pj,t to. give instructian as well as emarotaUon, Here 
is a. pas'flage from a great thealogian: 

"Puni-sohment t'8 ·sameth:ng which can an.}:y exist in and far a. ,bad 
conscience, and the suff·ering·s 1nta which Christ's love 'led Him, and in 
and thraUglh Wihich His re'canciling work was .acMeved, dJo nat came 
thraugh a ·bad cans·cience and there fare are in no. sense penal. Tha,.t the 
innocent, maved by 1ave: S,hO'llld 'suffer with the :guHty and far them is in 
line with all we know af 'the moral arder undler Wlhich we llve. It is the 
triumph ,of ga'adness in i.ts highest :farm. But thalt the innacent 'should 

. ·be punished far the gui~ty is not moral, at ald. It is in every ,senee of 
'the term impass·'ible. As an incident in the divine ad·ministration of the 
warld lit IS ofJim'ply ineonceiva:b'le.'! . . ' . 

. .. ' SQ:·98.1's Dr. James p\lnney'! But Wih~t daes. th~ Scripture say.? The Scrip· 
:.tU!!~ saY'S tha~ is exactl.y w:hat toak ·Place: t'hat He Who ·knew no 'B'1n was made 
.l to,E.e, !!.i.n for, .us-:-an~ I would ·ra,lther. take that ,than'.the jud'gment of tenthQusapd 

.. ~~~Y!' (~~Qe1uj.!lJh'~" . "!Praise the •. Lor.d !'n,. ~eAJcl"iiPture· saY'S, "Hoe· ~was 
'~<!-l!.I!-fl!ld for ,our. tra.n9g·t:essi9.n&,~e, wAs;;'bruised ifa~ ·our .. inlquities: .. the:chu­
t~ement of our ·peace was u~n him; and with !his stripes we "are··healed." 
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Peter saYS that 'Christ "suffered for sIns, vhe just for the unjUst; thaJt !he 
migh,t :br.in-g us to ~d"-Himse}'f, the Just Jf~r, or, instead ot, the unjust, ~in~ 
our place, to :bring us to God. We .have thaJt in ,first Peter, 'and ·then we come 
to t'he great text that I read t~ you in the beginn:ing, one of the most ,WIOnderful 
texts in the Bi~Ie-;please give me your special attention. I -would Uke Ito ma;ke 
you all theol~gians, d·f I could. Do not be content with oa superficial knowledge 
of ·these ,thin'gs, ·go'tOO the ;ai,ble for yourself; there is nothing more .intereslling. 
more chaHenging, tlhan the Word of ~d-this text tha.t I read to you says that 
Jesus Christ was "set ·forth 110 Ibe a ,propitiation, through faith, iby !his 'blood" 
-now ma.r.k th:Is-"t~ s'how his ·righteousness, Ibeca,use of t'h.e passing lOver of 
the sins done aforetime, in tlhe for,bearance of God; for ,the shewin'g. I say, 
of ·his righteousness at this presenlt season: that he might himself 'be just, 
and the jusNfier of him 'that 'hath faith in Jesus." 

What -do these wordlS mean? !At ~ur Hamilton Conven-tioon a graduate in 
Arts and Theology of !McMaster University said to one of our past~rs', "What 
is the use of talking a;bout people being saved t'hr,ough the 'lllo~d? Don't Yl0.u 
know people were saved ibefo;re Christ died? How could ,they ,be saved .by H1s 
blood while His Iblood, was' n~t yet shed·?" Think of :a 11heologica:1 graduate 
talking like" ,that! Whalt is the 'PJ'IO!blem ,here? Go ·back through the Old 
Testament d'ispensation, and uncounted thousands,. millions·, nave died. The 
epist-ie to the Hebre'ws calls IIhe roll of some of ,tih:em and: says, "These all, 
Ihaving oibta·ined a good ·report through ,faith, receivedl not the .promise." They 
were' sinnem just as w'e 8Ire, but GOd ",passed lOver" their sins, He did not visit 
them with judgment; and now t'he questi~n is asked, Where is the rIghteous· 
ness of ~d? How can He be a just Judge, when for aB ,these centuries He has 
passed! over tihe sins of men who were just as 'great sinners as we are? Paul 
says, He is now "set forth to be a propitiatIon, through failth, Iby h·is blood, t~ 
show Ihis rlghtoeousness, 'l!eca,use of the passing lOver of the sins done aforetime, 
1n the· t~rbeai'ance of God'; for the shewing, I say, o~ 'his r·ighteousness at this 
!present seas'on: that he mi~hIt himself !be jUst, and !the justifier of him that 
hath faith ,in Jesus." The Lord Jesus had given a ,promissory note ,before the 
foundation of the world, He sald·, "I wiH pay ltiJJ.eir dielbt; II will d·le" in 'their 
room and! stead. In the volume of the book! it ls written of me, I delighlt to do 
vh,y will', 0 my God. And I wHI go and 'Pay'the 'Price, and then ;1 will come with 
My own blood: bito the divine Presence and cry, <,Deliver 'him ·from .going down 
t(l the pit; I have found a ransom'." And so Iby vi-r.tuE;! of IIhat p'romise, God 
"passed over the sins of men done afo.retime", when ithey lOoked forward to 
the Christ 'Who 'Was to come, and 'believed dimlY, not as clearly as we do, but 
t~ey beHeved, dimly fn One Wh.o was to ·come. A:braham rejoiced to see Christ's 
day, "he saw it, and was glad." I do not 'know when, perh.aps when 'he s~rellcib.ecl 
toroth his ihand to slay his son, and a voIce cried, "A'braham, A1brah'am: and he 
said, Here 'am I. And he said" ,Lay n·ot thine hand: upon the lad, neilth.er do t~ou 
any thing unto him:" ,for now I 'know that thou ,faarest God, seeing th()u hast 
not withheld ,thy son, 'thine only son from me. And ,A;braham lifted up h·ls 
eyes, and looked, and behold !behind! !h1m a ram caught in a thicket by his 
horns: and Abraham went and Itook the ram, and offered him up ·for a ibu,rnt 
offering in the stead o'f his' son." 'Perhaps when ,the iblaoG flowed· he said, "It is 
only a piclure, a promise, a prophecy, of ·the Lam'll of ~d Who some day wUl 
come and ·bleed ;for me, and 'by His blood I ·s·hall lbe saved." The world· did not 
then. know it; :but now iHe ,is "set ,fol'lth"-w'hat for?-"to declare his righteous­
ness: that he might .be just, and Ithe justifier lOf !him whlchl ,beli(lveth in Jesus." 
In other words, the 'cross of the Lord Jesus justifies Giod as weIl as justify.ing 
the :beUever. 

T·here is one other great passage thall I must refer you to in Hebrews-you 
, stud'ents who are here this evening, theological situd·ents. and you are told about 
t'he "exam-pIe" of Ibhe death of Christ, the "moral influence" lO,t. the atonement, 
and alI ,thav .sort of thing-'He is an Exam'Ple, ,th'ere is' a moral influence in the 
atonement, all !these things are there, ibut they are only .part truths: there is 

. very much more than thwt. Now Hsten: "And for thi!1 cause"--.that is; He has 
died and has taken His Iblood inllo ,the holy pla.ce, and has obtained eternal 
redemption for us-"and: ,for' this cause he :is the med:iator lOt the new testament, 

" that IbY means. of death, ,for the redemption of the transgressions ,that .we~e 
,'under the >first 'f.teatamen-t, 'they which are ca:Hed might receive the 'Promise" of 
ete.rnal inheritance." "There Is. a retroactive value, if I may so say,: ,in :tllie death 

J 
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of Christ, "!that 'by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions 
that were under the first toestament, ,they whiCh. are called mIght receive the 
promise 1(),f eternal in:heritance:' Do you see that? 'Dhe "exampl~" theory can 
not s·tand on that text, f-or He died ·for the redemption and :iJenefit of those 
who died ,before He came, for the ,redemptoion, ·for the 'payment of the price 
which their transgres&ions' had incurred, that they with' us might together 
receive the promise of eternal Inheritance. ISO you will readHy ,see that "Ohrist 
suffered f-o,r sins, the' juslt. for the unjust, ·that he mig.ht :bring us .to God." 

. . Nowl I come !back to tha.t quotation ·from Denney, when he says, "That the 
innocent should ,be :punis'h.ed for the guilty is not moral at all. It is in every 
sense of :the term impo'SSible. As an in·cident :in ·l1he d1vine administration of 
'the world it Is simply. in·oonceiva-ble." Well,. if that be true, the transfer of 
righteousness is equally "inconceivalble": if YlOoU cannot transfer guilt, you. 
cannot transfer righteousness; -if the sinner's ,guilt cannot, In keeping wi·tJh 
God's moral ru-le, .• be .imputed to Jesus 'Oh,rist, . then His righteousness cannot 
be imputed! to us; if He .was not made sin ·for us, then we cannot :be made the 
r,fg'hteousness of God in Him. And Wlhat follows up-on t.hat doctrine? ·For 
what. did Luther ,plead? Upon .What great doctrine was the Reliormation es:t8lb­
lished? "The just shall live by faUh", the .imputaJtion of {iivine righteousness 
-it was ,for that Luther contoended; and the wih-ole cause of 'Protestantism 
rests upon th8Jt central doctrIne. The substitulti'o·nary death of 'Christ. has made 
possi-ble the imputation -of the divine rig·hteousness to .penit·2nt ancl: ,believing 
souls. 

-No-w I 'am ,concerned! only ·for th.e spiritual in·terests of men-'but lis'ten to 
what our new ·Professor· says,' "If Denney is a modernislt. an{i heretic, I will 
throw up my hanus and surrender straightway and say II am one." He IObjects 

. flo the idea that Jesus was "punis'hed" for sin. Well, lor Jesus was not punished 
for me, I have a terrible future .before me-and if He w,as not punished for you, 
you have a Iterrible future too. We may allibe terrified: at the very thou·ght ()f 
jud·g.rnent, if it be not so that our sins ;were laid upon' the iLord Jesus. 'l11e 
accep,tance lO,f that doct.orine, that it is "not moral" and "inconceivable" .·,for the 
innocent to ;bear the sinner's punishment, 'W.hieb was openly declared' In our 
B8Iptis't Convention, and iby our Conven.t1on endorsed,'-'that doctrine 81bsol-u.tely 
destroy,s tihe very foundations of Evangelical Christianity; 'l1here is nothing left 
if you ,ta;ke away that great fact, .that -Christ died "the jUSIt ·for the 'unjust to 
bring us t1Q 'God." . . 

If th8:11 is not worth contend.ing for, II do not know what is. Anu, my 
friends, what is tlLe use of· discussing these ,things if you and I do not ,get the 
'bene,fit of them? Wlhat does it mean to !be savedl? J,t means to accept God's 
estimate of His :Son. Th·at is what ill means. We 'have comIil:itted many, many, 
sins, 'but ,the Lord -wiH ,fu,rgive yoU! all your sins if you ;win acce.pt His estimaJte 
of His Son: "All manner of sin and \blasphemy shall :iJe forgiven unto .men", 
but He will never forgive Y011\ if you reject His ,testimony concernIng His Son. 
And His testimony is that. He is the ,Lamb of 'God; !lind thall when He died" 
He uied instead of you; ·that when He cried, "U is finished", the utmOSIt 
.farthing of your indebtedness t1Q th.e holy ,law of God :had ibeen ,paid; and .the 
moment you come into agreemenl1 with God on that ,poInt, and 'look into the 
face of Jesus, and say, ''!My Savio-ur, 'TIhou didst die ·for me,-

"Just as [ am, without \One ple'a. 
But that Thy blood was shed! for me, 

And that Thou Ibidd'st me come to '!bee 
o 'Lamlb of 'God, I come"-

the moment you say that, all con,troversy Is at an end, and the :blood of Jesus 
Christ. God:'s Son shall .cleanse you .from all sin. You may go out of this :place 
t'his e~enin,g with a great song of <peace and praise in your heart, saying, "As 
.for me, all jud'gment is ,passed', my sin 'Was laid upon Jesus, it was na:Hed to 
the cross He ,carried il:.! with Him into His grave, and He came out agalll, and 
ascended'to the Father; and I am in Him, '1 dIed ;with Him, I was !buried with 
Him, I ;was raised again' .with H1m; and now He ihas gone into the gl()ry, and 
He -is mentoJ.·oning my name to-nighlt before the throne of God.": Oh yes; He 
is saying, "I know he is a great s:jn~er,. I 'have a; record of. his sin.s ; ibut he 
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'has ibeUeved on lMe, b.e Is trusting in My 'blood, and I plead My precious .blood 
to cleanse h'I1Illi from aU sin"--taIld God never says 'INo", to Jesus Oh·r:ist. How 
wondel'lful those words in His 'high priestly prayer: "I ih,ave manifested thy 
name unto the men wh·ich thou gavest me :out of ,the world: thine !they were, 
and thou gaves-l1 t'hem me; and :they !have kept thy word. :Now they 'have 
known that aU ·th'ings whatsoever t'hou hast given me are of !thee. 'For I 'have 
given unto them the words which thou ·.gavest me; and they ,have received 
,them, and !have known surely that <I came out from tbee, and ,they have -believed 

. Uhat !thou didst send me. I ;pray ,for them." IOh, ofJhat many ,this evening 'Would, 
yield themselves to Christ and find eternal Hfe! 

Let us :b.o-w anll seel{ His blessing: :0 Lord, as we ,think of TiJ¥ cross, we 
are ,lost in ·wonder, love, and .praise. We have no word·s with which to worship' 
Thee. We ibare our hearts .before T1tee, and! we ,come. .in humble ilenitence to 
say, "Thou Dowest, LOI:d, :that we love Thee." 'It may ,be that there are some 
here to-nighv who through weary years 'have ,been seekiug to pay :off old soores, 
to put themselves right with God. Help them to see Uhat the de'l:~t ds already 
paid; help them to accept, to rej,oice in its 'Cancellation, to· open their hea.rllB 
to the incoming of the Holy SpIrit Who comes to testify 10·f Ohris-t. Lord, wilt 
T.hou not'soverei'gnofy have. Thy way in this 'Congregation to-night? Br:iug many 
a man, and m'any a woman, Who has ,been dIsputing rubou.t ,these matters, to Thy 
feet. Thou hast said, If we confess oO-ur sins, Thou art fa;ithful 'and just to 
·forgive us our .sins, and to cleanse us ·from all unrig'hteousness: We hum'bly 
coilifes-s, and ,we accept the ,promise of Thy iWord tihav if we ,confess Thou dost 
for.give. Wilt Thou now, ;by Thy 'Spiri,t, put into ,the hear.ts of men al\d women 
the 'Pl'Iayer of tohe pu'blican, "God ibe merciful to lI,le, a sinner"; and as, inau'diibly. 
it rises anll rea:ches 'l'hine ears, wdlt 'Th.ou .give Iback tIle witness of the Holy 
Spirit, say.ing to such as have thus prayed, "Thy sins which are' many are all 
forgiven."· In Jesus' name we as'k ill. Amen. . 

AN EPOCH-MAKING DAY IN TORONTO 
Thursday, November '25th, will :be remembered for many yea·!"·s to 'Come as 

thp. ,beginn'iIlig of new things in the BapUS't denominllition. W'hen The Call to 
.tho women of the Regul'ar Baptist Churches ·of On'tario and Quebec was issued 
,through ·the pages of ,this paper last week, it was impossIble for anyone to 
estimate what ·the res'ponse would ,be. . . 

It was planned that the fir&t sessron of 'the Convention should be given to 
pra.yer. The first meeting was to 'be held· in -the large Parl'or which ·will seat 
tw:> hundred persons; ,but at the time 'announc~d for the 'begijnning of the 
meeting, this waa crowded cut, and the 'meeting was tr·ansferred to the large 
I.ecture HllilI upstairs. This rapidly filled, -and, 'a sp'imt of prayer came upon 
the mellt'ing, which marked it as 'be!n/g stamped wit'h God'·&, l)avour from the 
beginn.ing. Not -counting the great company of waiters', three hundred people 
were cnterta:ined 'by Jarvis Street ladies at lunch. 

Following <the lunch, the meetoing re-convened in the auditorium ot Jarvis 
Street Church. We have had various esti·mates of the number present. Deacon 
Green\\"ay, Who always conducts the opening services at the Pastor's Ciu'S, 
where the attendance 'is counted, insists that there were five hundred' present; 
others have put the figure a·s being "at 'least four hundred". We are sure .the 
llllvter. ,figure is quite ,&'a·fe. The totaoJ uumlber of women who registered was 
three huildred and ·thirty·; the total number of ·charter mem'bers Oif ·the Society 
who signed the doctrinal :bllisis 'Was two ,hundred and .thirty-one; the outS'ide 
pOints .. represented 'nuDlibered: seventeen, includln·g 'Stratford,' Guelph, Hespeler, 

.:New· .To~oll'to. MIm'lco, . Long 'Branch, 'Willowdale, Erin, .York . Mills, Harilli.lton; 
Orangeviljtil. S~u.ffvilH~. Oshawa,Sault Ste. M·ari~,. Scarboro Junction, Islhigton, 
and A-cto~. . ,.' ~ .. , . .','. . , 

J 
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No one could d·ou·bt from ,the 'temper of this. meeting that the· Lord was 
in ·the mid SIt of Hi·s people. ·So far as 'We he'ard, the mee.ting was not concerned 
.a,bout mJatters of lis·pute in the Denomination: 'it was a great compa,~y of 
women who had come together with .a passion .for the Lord" and for His Word, 
and for the souls !of men, and VIf'ho .are dntent on obeying His co·mmand 'to can,y 
the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth .. 

ThIs j.s'aue of the paper was postponed a day in order that a repoI'lt of this 
l!leet'ing mig.ht be included. It -was hy motion decided to organize a new 
Women's Missionary Society; a Cons·titut!on. was ado·pted, and. the followdng 
officers' and members of .the Board: were elected: 

OFFICERS. 

Honorary Pre!;.'ident: Mrs. John Lillie. 
President: Mrs. C. J. Holman. 
1st Vice·President: Mrs. W. L. Kingdon. 
2nd ·Vice-President: Mrs. W. J. H. Brown. 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD. 

Mrs. W. A. King, College St. 'Church, Toronto. 
Mrs. C. J. Loney, .Stanley Ave. Church, Ha.milton. 
Mrs. D. W. McL'eod, Olivet Church, Toron·to. 
Mrs., C. M. Paumore, Parkdale Church, Toronto. 
Mrs. M. E. Howser, M.ount Pleasoant Road, C'huI'IC'h, Toronto. 
Mrs. Nathaniel 'Mills, Ta.lbot St. Ohurch, .London. 
Mrs. R. E. Frid, Stanley Ave. Church, Hami.lton. 
Miss M. L. WhitelOlck, Jarvis St. Church,· Toronto. 
Mrs. D. N. Cameron, Bedford, Park Church, Toronto. 
Mrs. E. A. Brownlee, Jarvis -St. Chureh, ·ToI:onto. 
Mrs. R. K. Qonder, MeIlD!oriaI -Church, .Stratford. 
Mrs. R. McArthur, Hespeler, Onto 
Mrs. T. T. Shield'S, J·arvis "8t. Church, Toronto. 
Mrs. G. A. MacBain, Oakwood .church, Toronto. 
Mrs. I. S. Clubine, J.a,rvis St. Church, Toronto. 
Mrs. F. O. Thorold, ..Annehte .St. Church, Toronto. 
Dr •. F.. M. Langton, Chr'jS'tie ,St. ChUTch, Toronto. 
Mrs. E. J. Taylor,. ,Annette St. Church, ·'l'oronito. 
Mrs. C. G. Stagg, Grace Churc'h, Tor.onto. 
Mrs. Chas. Henty, Silverthorne Ave. Church, Toronto. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hyndman, Meadowview Churoh, Guelph. 
Mrs. Geo. Greenway, Jarvis St. Church, Toronto. 
Mrs. Allen Taylor, Runnymede Church, Toronto. 
Mn3. J. H. Peer, WilJowdale 'Church, Toronto. 
Mrs. M. Scott Wilson, Mount Pleasant Road Church, Toron.to. 
Mrs. Cornelia Gray, Parkdw1e Church, Toronto. 
Mrs. A. Wyse, OmngeviUe, Onto 
Mrs. W. J. Thomson, Long Branch,·Ont. 
Mrs. Geo Allen, Grace Church, Toronto. 
(One other to be ·announced 18;ter). 

THE CON,STITUTION OF THE NEW SOCIETY. 

Article I-Name. 

TMs ol'ganiz.ation shaI~ :be caiUed: '.'~he Wiomoo',s -Mis·sionany Society of 
RegulaT Baptists of Ch'lui.da". 

Arti.cle II-Doctrinal Basis. 

This SOciety 'Stands upon t'he ,following··prin~fples: the Essen.~·J)eitJ.:.and· 
Lo.rdsMp of Jesus Ohdst o·ur Saviour; ·the Divine inspii1ation 8!ilid:coIllSequent 
·alithoriity·of·:,the whole"canonicallScriptu:res ivlHCh 'We beliliWe·to he 'the 'mfa.l. 
l~ble Word of God; atonement througib ·fai,th -ih ·-the e~p1atoFy ·sa:cr'iil~· 'of " 
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Ohrist Jesus OUT lJord '''Who died ,for our sins and rose again ·for our jus1UI.:ca· 
tion"-"the just fQor tbe unjust, that 'he mdght Ibring 1IllS>. tOo ·God,"; the adminis't.ra.­
tion of ,vhe Holy .Spirit in t:he churcb. and ,therefore in the 'Work of this ISociety 
8IIld its Board; the pul'i'ty of .the OrdinlltlJlces 'W1th their aClCom!pan-ying IScrip·turaol 
relation to each other (that immersion o.l t'he 'believer 'in water on the ·p·rofes­

. sion of h,i·s faith, in Christ as '8Jl,vio'llll" and Lor.d shouiJ!d 'precede chruriC'h mem-
bershi·p lo.'Ild >the obs,ervance Qof the Lord's ;Sup,p'er); and the ad'Vocacy of .scri'p· 
tura'l giiving wh1coh we· 'believe to Ibe regular, sy,steJm.atic, vo,luntary, I)'et, ·at t!h'e 
same time, obligatory upon all true ;believers, ;which latter 'Obligation is directly 
connected' iill the IScri-ptru:res wllith s>piritua~ 'bIles·sin,g. We lJ>.e1ieve that llU'an is 
by na.tUN! wihoU'Y' deipra·ve'd, and, a.pru-t ·from tihe relgenerating o,peration o,f .the· 
Holy ISpirit upon the soul, is> ebernally :los>t; that it is .incumbent upon all true 
be'lievers wbo ,have obta:ined etea-nolVl ,s'a,lvatioll: through !lait'h in Christ to seek 
the salvation of the lost, and to spread! the 'knowled'ge of tha:t salvation th·rough· 
out ,the 'Wo,rId to a'll .peoples. 

Article III-Object. 

T·lle object of this .society sbaH be Ito spread the gas'pel, of GOod~s g.race in ~ 
the DOD;linJion of Canada and othroughout tih!e 'World, by the dis~mination· of the 
docitri'Iles lind 'proinci'P,les sho'W'n forth in ,the !Scriptures, and held: by the de- ", 
nomInM'ion knoWIli ·as "Regular Baptists"-aJIld to ·carry out t'h~SA ·purpose through 
the 'preaching olf t:h'e Wore, t!h'e teaching of bellever·s" the Ibu.ia.d,tng of churches, 
and ·the establishment of schools wihose teachings SIh~ll be in accord .w.ith the 
prinoCi-p'Ies .set fo!l"tJh in this :Co'IlstLtu11ion, ,both in Canadia and· in o·theT ~ands. 

Article IV-Membership. 

1. Any Bwptlsot wlOman lle'llOnging to a Reguir..'I' Baptist Church, and ,herself 
accepting and· .practising ,the .. prin~i'Ples laid down in this Constitution, and 
hold'Lng vitan~ and· in truth It.·he ·fundalmentaJs of ;the 'Ffliitih, expressed 'in A1"t:icI.9 
II, may ·beco-me a. me·mber IOf t'his ISociiety, or alllY of ·the lOCIIIJi S'Ocieties affiI'iated 
w.1t'h, d·I!, ·by af.fixin·g her signature ,to ·the -Statement of Faith in the Constitution 
of this .Society:, o.r Us 'local auXlilliary societnes. :S'hou~d !her vi·eWlS' on tbe funda· 
mentals of the faith o&u'bSE!que·nu.y .change, o~ 'btroome in .process of change, she 
sha.1l 'l'esign office (if such she ~olds) and connection witlh t'hese 'Soci-etties. 

2. All ·members of this .andl ~ts auxiliary local Societies are eX'Pected to 
study and 'pr&lCtise iSCil'i,ptu'l'a1. gd.v·ing, recog'ruzing the Lord's awnershiip elf wl11 
we poslSeoSS, and our stewardship in th·ings mllllteria'l as. well as spirituaI. Each 
~ooaJ: 'Society s:haJ·l ta'ke slteps to instruct its ·members in: the grace of g.ivi.IlIg, 
and provi'de means for rofferin.gS ·to ibe' made ·regularly, systematically, and pro· 
po!l'tionately. 

Article V-Officers of the Society. 

1. The Society sht.~'l carry on its work .th:rough ·a Board (l·f Mllnager.s 'W,ho 
s,h·a:U 'be elected at the Annua'l Meeting of the Society. 

2. This Board s.hall consist of n'ot ·fewer t'han eighteen, nor iIllore than 
thIrty. ll'egu!}a!l'IJ.'Y"e~ected; wom·en, ·who sha;l!l be elected in' colasseSA oif six members • 
each, to serve for five years. 'One 'ClLass 1Siha.'l!1 'go 'out of office at ealCoh Annua.I 
Meetlng, 'theiJr ,places to ,be supplied 'by a new. election. Any vac.anc·jr in b.'IlY 
other class may also be 1Hle,d at the ISMll,e tilme. ,.; 

3. In add.ition, tIDe 'Society shall elect ,tihe ~Pres·ident and ,vwo Vice-Presidents 
annually (lbut the former od'ficers shaH !perform the duties of office until .the 
close of the Ann·ual Meeting). 

4. AU tihese offic'eifs shall !be members in gO'od standing o·f a Regular Bap· 
tist Chureh, anei', by Regular Baptist is meant what was ,de.clared ·bo :be the 
defini'tilon oif "RegulaT ·Ba:ptislt" pws·sed. in 18·53 'bl)' the "Regular Ba.:pt'st MilS- ~ 
sionary Society" (orgaruized .in 1851 in Ontario), .decIa'l'in(~- "tha.t ChuI1c'h·es 

. whf.cih restrict their Gommuni'o,n to baa>tized 'believers and adminis>ter .the or· 
dinances geneml}Iy th'l'ougJJ. Qordained elders, s,houqd ,be 'Considered. RiEGUIJAR". 

,5. It shan be the duty of the Board t'O seek out ·from among tihe members 
, of the ;Society, 'Women 'whose .sound j'llIL.,"1Illent, 'Prnyer li!f.e, and miss'ioIl.8Jry zeal . 
···aTe we'll} ISIPG,ken of, and w,hq-se' other qualdlficatlions ·Me of .such 'Character as ti> 
render tobem suitaible ;for guidance of tale Society's 'affairs, and to nOIl)inate 

'. such for offi!ce &.It !the .A!n·nU!1JI. ·Meeting. . 
''',' . .' 
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6. Op.portunity s'ha-H also Ibe given ·to the meeting to make Open Nomina­
tions, ,but in such case, statement must :be made of the quwIiifiCll;tions of the 
nomInee, and her adherence to the prinei-ples set torth dn' the Word: IOf IGod 
and the 'Constitution of tlhis 'S:ociety, ·vhe purpose of this ·careful selection 'being 
to selcure, as ifllJl' as. poss"Lbl'e, ,those w'ho wil}l ca1"I'y fOl"WaTd the 'principles ·and 
pur-poses !for which the Society WI.'S formed .. 

7. AnlY offic61' or member of the Bo8J1"d wihXlse Vi6lW'S or ,pr.inoiple,s su,bse­
quentIty change, 011' are in pro'cess ()If ~han;ge, 'llro~ those stat'6od in Article II 
in ,this ,Constitution, must resign ollfice and connBlction with this' Society: 

8. Mem'bers whose term of s·ervLce expires, dt 1Sihl'~1 meeting' t'h'6 qualIfica­
tions abo,ve stated, s'ha"H be e'l·ig.iJble for re-election. 

9. The eI'6C1tion· ®hall be 'by lbanot, unle'siS dis·pen-sed wIth !by a ma,j.OII'ity 
. vote. 

10. A majority of ,the votes ·cast s'h.all Ibe necessary 1lor election. 
11. No one who 'h&Js been elected shllJl~ 'be consid'ered a lIllemlber of the 

Board 01' an . officer IOf the ISo·CJieity untl:l she 'has. signed a. d·e'C'laration tha,t it 
is !her purpose 00 cury out the' o,bject of the Society, ·is in aCC'ord :with the 
s,pill'it and a-ims ()If ,this Constitut:on, and fu.J'ly aJCcepts ilts prindples and Doc­
trinal 'Basis. 

12. After thei·r election ,the Board shaH aplpoint the following offic61's, 'Who 
shall ibe mem·bers of the Board ex-oMciiQ·: (,I'hese officers may ,be .chosen from 
among the elected m-em,bers of the Board, or lIll'ay ,be ,chosen fro·m among those 
outside the ·'BOIWd 'who are meIttb6ll's of qocaJ. m·i.ssioJlllJlV SIOCietiles, aiu~a.ia1'lY to 
thie :S'Ociety): at least ,two corresponlling secretaries, one for the ·general busi­
ne.s.s o'! the Socie'ty and its local. auX'l]iaries, l.'D.d· one ,for corll'es.pondence with 
missionaries; but 's'hould the Soc,iety underta:ke F.oreilgDi 'Missi.on wOTk in mOTe 
than one country, ,there 'may ibe, !if deem,ed: advisalble, a ICorresponlling S6ICIl'eta·ry 
for each different country; an AssiSita.n:t COIU"es,ponding lSecretaTY, a Recording 
Secretary, and two Assistant Reooroing !Secretaries; a 'Secretary for Young 
Women's Word, a lMissi"On 'B'and iSecreVary;' a "Comfort Box" ,Secretary; a 
Secretany .of 'Literature; an Eddtor, ISuperintendent of Agen,ts, and' Treasurer 
for .,the PeriodJCIall,pubHshed: b(y this 'Society; and' a Treasurei'. AS'sistant Treas­
urers may also ,be apP'O·inted as the work demands. 

HI. As the wor:k ex!p&nds, lIrovision may !be malle .for .regional d,irectors 
in t;j}e .Dominion or Canada·to have oversight over the IOCllJl so:cieties in itheir 
district, suclJ. regional directors ·being mem:bers of the BOard' ex-officio .. 

Article VI-Duties of Officers and Bpard • 

. 1. The special duties' o'f President, Vdce.:I>resident and Secretaries, e.tc., 
shall 'be tih'Ose duties- whiC'h :th.e ·name of the office, 'Whic'll they respectively hold, 
clearly indtC8ll:es. 'It shwH be the duty of the ISecl'evary ,to .1M.issionaries, to 
furnIsh ,the 'Board with ,regular mon'thly or quarterly rBlpOrts, as may seem 
wise, from ·the Ohurches, miSSionaries-, schools, etc., iUnder its care. 

a. It shall ,be the duty !of .the Treasurer to receive, aclmowled'ge, record 
and payout aU ·funds o'f ,the Socielly, as llirected by the 'Board, and to report 
to the Board· montiMy. The Treasurer shall h'ave all. cheques countersigned 
by ·the President (or in her a,.bsence ,by the First Vice.J>resident) and shall 
submit her 'books to competent auditors (as shaH also 3:11 .other offi.cers who 
nand'le m'oney ,for the ,Society) appointed Iby ,vhe Board before each Annual 
Meeting, and shall present a,.t that meeting a full statement of receipts and 
expenqitures. In addition to the Annual IS'tatement, vhe Treasurer shall present 
a duly ,certified detailed lis-t of' secu,rities !held, and othel'! investments 'belonging 
to the S·ociety. 

3. It shaH Ibe ,the duty ot the Board of ,Managers to obtain and diffuse 
mis..sionary in·formation among ·the 'Women and chHdren of our churches, espe­
ci"aUy dIllf'ormation concerning the mission work (}f ·the :Society itself, enc'ourage 

: the organIzation of 'local mission.a:ry societies of those supporting this ,Soci'ety, 
'·decide upon metho·ds o'f sti-mula:ting missionary giving (especia.lly mevhods of 
·train:ing the 'Women and children -in :Scriptural ,giving) and re'commending same 
:to the 100M societies; (lEach local society, however, sh·all be free to llecide itoI' 
:lI.tself its methods of ,local misSiOnary giving, ibut .is expected to do rthiswithi.n 
the limf.1ls 'Of the teaclJ..i.n·g -of· ~he 'Word of :God) and to do wha.tever else' is 



~ ('1l'2) ~'Hi]j}:' GOSPEL WITNESS, Nov. 25, 1926 

ne~sa,.ry to promote the 'wel:fare and etftciency ~f t·he Society and ·to maintain 
its spiritual and 'Bi,blical standal'ds arid :prayer life. The Board shan also ibave 
the control of the :So:ciety's (periodical and shall conduct the same along Unes 
in iharmony 'With .the purposes of the 'Sooi-et'Y as e~pressed 'in Articles ·2 and 3 
of this' Constitution. A summary of the principles em'bodied in this Constitution 
shaH also appea:r continuously upon the .title ,page of the periodical. . 

Article VJI-Board Meetings. 
1. T,his Board shall meet at least quartoer1y, ·an·d o.fiener if necessary, and 

n·ine members 'Sbalol constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The 
PresideIlJt shall ,be ex.officlo member of all committees, and all standing co.m· 
mittees shall ,be ·annually elected :by ,ba;Hot. 

2.. Any member of the Board lW'ho. shan ,be wbsen,t ,f,rom the ,business meeb­
ings of the Board, for ,th'ree Icon£ecutive Business Meetings, without notilfying 
the same of ,the reason for her absence shall ·forfeit her !POsitio.n and her place 
may ibe filled. Any member also Wlho departs from the 'recognized standaros 
e~pressed in this Oonstitumon is expecte'd candidly to state tll.e same, and .failing 
this·, .the ·Board is at Uber.ty to. ca.}} Ifor her resigna:tion. 

3. In 'case of any vacancy occurring on the Board, !between Annullil Meetings, 
whe,ther by d'eaolih, resignation, or otherwise, such :vacalllCY may be filled by the 
Board! until rtb.e next Annual 'Meebing, at which time her membership on the . 
Board s'han cease, unless ghe is regularly eledted as 'herein'before provided for. 

Article VIII-Executive Committee. 
The Presid,ent, Vice·PreS'idents, Secretaries, Treasurer, Heads of Depart." 

ments, and, 'four other members of the Board shall compose 'an Executive Com· 
m'Utee to tr·ansact busines.s 'that may require attention ,between the Regular 
Meetings of tNle Board,' the four elected mem'bers Ibeing elected annuaJ.ly by 
baJIIOIt at ,the first Annual Meeting .o·f ·the Board; but appropriations lDjay not 
.be 'made nor investments authorized, nor any importan·t matter 'Wi·th Il'egard ·to 
financial policy 'be aullb.~rized,· save at :a 'fully n·otified meeting o.f tIDe Board:. 
Five members of .the /Executive sOOll constitute a quorum. 

Article IX-.Annual Meeting of the Society. 
1. The Annual Meeting .of ,this Society s'hall ,be held a,t such timEl 'and 

place as shall from year to year be deteronined by .the Board .to ihear the Annual 
Repol'lts of the Board throug·h the Secretaries and, Treasurer, and transact other 
business of the Society. 

2. (a) Each 10caJI: .society ,shall have the right to a;ppoint voUng delegates 
to tMs meeting, according Ito the number of its members ·as foUows: ;for a memo 
bership of 20 or less, two delegat~; for each additional twenty, one delegaw.. 

(b) Tho.se 'individual members of the Socie·ty in churches where there is 
no :local missionary society auxiliary to this society, may at the AnnUal 
Meeting of ,th'is .society gather together and elect from among ·Vhemselves voting 
delegates to represent them at tha,t AnnU'all' Meeiting, sUlch voting delega,.tes to 
be el'ected In the SIIl·me proport'ion, and Ito re·present the first twenty or fraction 
there<Jof, and one for each add&t!ionalJ ,twenty. 

('C) Each MIssion Band shall have the rigtht to send, one voting delegate. 
(d) All Baptist women and girls are 'invited .to attend' ·the Annual Meeting 

and alt members of .the Society and it&> auxiJdary s'octieties may Itake ,part in t'he 
discuss:on, ,but .only. voting delegates, officers of the :Society and members of 
the Board are entitJled to vote. 

Article X-Candidates for Missionary Service. 
1. 'Candidates for missionary service must sa,.tiefy the ,Board! as to the'ir 

so.undness in tlie lfaith on all fundamental trut'hs, and t.heir hearty acceptan'le 
of· the llrinci'plt!s la:id' down In this eoIis'tlturflon. TheyS'haU ,be required to hand 
in, together ''W'ith' ,their sohedule of 18/Pplieation, a wntten statement .of their 

"conviction&> as. to. ,t'h'El D~vfrie Insi;i~!it1~n.:8J!'!1 :Au~l;J..ot:i-tY.' f#. .<t!b,e, Sc~lptu~l!'!I, qte 
Trinity, ,the 'Fall 'Of ·Man and ·his consequent IdoraJI:, depravity and. need of 

. regeneration, . Ui·e. AtOne~en,t,. J;~~~i1I,ca.~lon ;'Dy; ·.F)L~h, th!! .J:tesJlriectio·~ . Q{,. th,e. 
'Boo,y. the' eternal Lite 'of the .Sa·ints, 'anm the eternal- ·punishment o.f the. lj)&t, .. 

l 
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. 2. Sho~ld 1!b.e vdews of aecepted ~~d~dates or missionaries subsequently 
changE!, tlhElY must infur.m· the Board ;l,nd( be prepared to re9:gn connect10n with 
thE! Soc'iety. .. .' . 

Article .XI-Alter:.;ations .In Constitutlol'!. 

1. AlI proposed aJ,terati'O·ns in this Constitution shall !be presented at the 
Semf..Ann·ua:1 Mee!:ing of ~e Board and such as are recommended iby the Board 
sh8l11lbe publiShed- at least three months :before 1lhe Annual 'Meeting, 'but Articles 
2, 3, 4, .and 110, and: the 'clauses in Article '5, setting fOl'ltb. tohe 'Statement of' ·faith, 
the pu·rposes and principles of -the 'Soclety, and the qU8llifl..!!litloD6 neceasary to 
obbain .and ·retain melDIberSlhilp or office in thIs Society, shalI never Ibe changed, 
as iWe regard' them as lfundam~ntal and essent'ial to .the mal·ntenance and ,purity 
of .the Regular Baptist position. , . 

·2. Any alteMltions or amendments to this Constitution shall require for 
their adopttfon a two-1:hi·rds vote 'Of the delegates 1)resent at :the IAnnual Mooting 
of ·the Society. 

3. Any new business to be discussed at ,the Annual (Meeting of the 'Socf;3ty 
m~ ·be i)resented in writing to .t1Le BOllircl of Managers ~revious t-ci ·the An.nual 
Meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

(I). The Jocal societies and Mission £ands, auX'iUary to this Societoy, are 
not expected -to d'1vert their funds.to olbjects outside those ·under.tlIIken by the 
Society, ·nor to 8IP,ply their funds to Oibjects C'Onnected wif.oh the wor.k of this 
Society, not covered ,by ,the estimates of this Society, unless authorized Iby the 
Board so to do. 

(II). '!'hese By-Laws may ibe, amended at the Annullil lMeetin.g of the 
Socief.oy 'by a vote of otwo-'llhirds 'O·f t1Le delegates present, n'otice dn 'writing having 
been sent to the 'Hoare of Managers three mouths previous to .the 'Annual 
Meeting, and Iby them publis'lled in -the ·S'ociety'·s periodical. 

ANOTHER MISSIONARY ORGANIZATION IN PROSPECT. 

:Following the Convention, a great meeting was ;held in Jarvis :Street Church, 
at which a 'Committee iWas apPOinted to conSider ·tJhe advi98ibility of effecting 
another missionary organization wf.~hin .the IConvention of Onbario and Quebec. 
Thlllt Committee appOinted a sub-committee which has 'been dlfoligently employed 
at i.1s task for some time. The su.b-committee 1s now reporting' to. ·Vhe general 
Committee the result of its 18Jbour, with a recQmmen'dation ,that a grea:t mission­
ary Convention ,be caJoled to mee·f.o in Toronto some time in Janua·ry .. Tihi-s 
announcement may reach some ,members IOf the Oommittee before ,the official 
notice from :tJhe sUlb-committee. TIMe wiH Ibe due to the dla:ct thlllt we are writing 
but a 'paragrwph, ,whereas the sub-oommitf.oee are ,prepar.lng copies of t'he Con­
stitution and other matters for -their repol"lt to th.e C'omml-ttee; ibut we make 
this announcement merely to show thaf.o it ·is almost ·certain that within two. 
months we Slha;Il not' only ,have .the Women's Organdzwtion above 8iDnounced, 
but a General ;MissionarY .OrganizlI;tion in whic.bl churches &lnd lndivlduals from 
all over ,the two Provinces wiH find membership. We publish 'this for the 
encouragement 'o·f .~hose wh1l are ,waiting for news. 

TO TO.RONTO READERS AND OTHERS. 

Wednesday afternoon and evening is t}le 'busiest :time ·!lor· the Ed·itor of this 
paper of all the week. We will 'try to respond to tohose who wi-s'll oto see us at 
other times, 'but of sheer necessity we issue this request that our friends will be 
good enou·g;h· to leave us a'lone on Wednesday. TIlis ~aper has' -to Ibe "issued. If 
The GOS1JeZ Witness d:i·d not ma:ke its appearance at .the proper time, .whaf.o would 
happen? There 'are very many peo.ple, whose names are not, on our subscription 
list, who are more interested in The Go~peZ Witness .than in The Oanadian 
Baptist. They would' not aoJlow us to dtnow that ,th,ey ,read' The Gospez Witne~8 
for anything, lest we shouId lbe puffed up, but we know -thlllt .these Ibretih['en cou,ld 
riot sleep cOmfor.twbly .until -they have 'Scanned 1t~ pages. ' Beside all this, we 
rea:11y have some-thlng interesting to' say! , We wish we could 'afford a paper' 

. . ~..' . . . . .' .'... . 
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three ti~es t'he size' every' week, for we eou'ld easily fill it with interesting 
material.. We 'beg our Toronto readers, .therefore, to choose 60me other day to 
eal'l u·pon .us than Wednesday afternoon or evening, because .that is 1:!he only 
time we ihave in which to gell ou,t The Gospel Witness •. 

THE ALTON CHURCH OPENING. 

On: Friday, November 'ni"neteenth, othe new Bap.tist ehuroo. at Alton was '. 
opened. :. T·he ,buHding iotseLf is proba:bly the finest str:ueture dn the village. 
We d,o not !believe dt could ·be ibunt in Toronto for less th'&.Il th·irty "'housand 
doHa-rs. :nut t'h.e miracl·e I-s not so much in the IbuHdin:g as in the spi-ritual 
wOl'k it represents. .Si:x;teen months ago, so far as is 'known, t'here was not a 
Baptisll in .Alton. One could! scarcely believe h-ls eyes to see those .five hundred 
people in 'that splendId .build!ing having oome toget'her .from great distances 
to share ·the gladness of the occasion with the Alton Ibelievers,-we say it 
seemed incredi'ble that this sh.ould have !been lbroug>ht about iil th.e s'horb spaee 
of siJCteen months. It was most fi·tting that the first address should be delivered 
by 'Mr. W. :Gordlon Brown, B.A., pastor of otJhe Oran-gev:iHe church. He 'S'poke 
wi·th his usual seldlessness and as one who was 'Perfectly unconscl·ouS! of having 
played any heroIc pan in this great ac'h.ievement. His speech was a humble 
and grateful recognition o'f wihlat a ,gracious and mig.hty Glod ibad been pleased 
to do in Alton. 'The threads of His pl'Oviden.ce were traced·, and the .A!lton 
revival was shown to /be dire·ctIy related to two or ;three earnes:t people who 
cried without .ceasing for revival to 'God. The very "'hought of Gordon Brown 
is 'an inspiration to this writer, and we are confident ·that if health. and- st·rengt'h 
be given him, ere many years ot!hti whole Qh,ristian worl!l wHl hear about him. 
It was fitting thall he soould be followed !by Rev. W. J. H. Brown, pastor of 
Annette ·Street church, -the noble father of ·this splendid son. Mr. Brown spoke 
'briefiy. We have a suspicion tha·t extended speech for him 'Would have ,been 
d·ifficult un doer ,the 'cireumstances, but his moOrt address -lifted· his ihearers int'O 
the heavenlies, and prepared them to cry dn unison wi,th him, "-Hallelujah". 
Rev. W. IE. Atkinson spoke Ibriefly as representing other chour·ches, expressing 
the delight of many in this great accompliShment. Pastor James McGinlay 
presided·, and It was mos'b re-assuring to !OJbserve 'how completely thIs' emra· 
ol'dinary young preacher commands tJhe situ-a.tion. No one needed to ibe told 
thllJt one who was every ineh a ClIlPta1n 'Was oOn the ibridge. Tbe Editor of 
The Gospel Witness had the privdlege of mILking the appeal for the eollection, 
and deliverIng an address whi.ch. was intended t.o !be short, ibut which. we fear 
was somewiha·11 otherwise. 'rnte offering of the evenin·g amounted to Eleven 
hundred and five dollal'S. 

One crowded bus and some ears went from Annette IStreet 'C!hureh: two 
crowded buses and several cars went ·from Jarvis Street: ;practically the entire 
membershi.p, 'We 'should suppoSEl, of the OrangevUle -church were .present, as 
weH as a fine rontingent from Hamlo1oton, wib.o eame wi,th the (Rev. C. J. Loney, 
pastor 'of "'he ,Stanley Avenue c'h.urch, who offered tihe dedica;tory prayer. 

cAt the dose of ;the splendid meeting, the .A!lton friends served "'hose who 
had come. ·from Toronto and Hamilton with refres'h.ments, and the Toronto 
con.tingent arrived ,back in the eity somewhere 8Jbout two o'clock in tihe morning. 
. On Sunday mornin'g, 'Mr. W .. Gordon '!Brown preached the firsl1 sermon in 

the new church, and WJhen Pas'tor lM·cGin'lay gave the invitation, eleven 
responded. Great services were held a'llternoon and evening when Brother 
McG-inlay ;preached; The new Ibullding, 'With Its splendid equipment, was 
crowded a;t both. morning. and evening services. 

'Dhe total cost of the ,building 'WiH 'be ·a.p,pl'O~ima:tely ten thousand dollars, 
but it should be borne in mind .1:jhat all the stone for t'he building 'Was donMed., 
and was hauled to tibe .place by the members of the church. The excavation, 
we !believe, was d'One in the same way. Beautrlfu~ as the ibuilding is, splendid 
as otJhis moaterial accomplishment must :be recognized to ibe, to us the miracle 
of !lill .is the spiritual transformaUon which has been made in the lives of 
those who have ibeen saved !by divine grace. To look Into the lfaces of those 
men and women many of wI:lom, sixteen months ago, did not 'know 1Jhe Lord 
and were utterly wiotJhout religiOUS dnterest, to. observe their devotion to Christ, 
their apostolic zeal, their -loyalty to Ithe gospel, made one ;feel "'bat it would be 
weU IWorth 'WhUe to gO thl'OU~ Nebuchadnezzar's furna;C8 a thousand times 
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iIi llefen,ce ot that ,gospel w.hich cpuld aecom'PliSlh such 'a ml,racle,' We ltihrow 
the 'gauntlet down t-o lM·odernism and challenge these men with t'heir boasted 
"new tnQug.b.t", to produce. a miracle Uke Alton. " 

'MATERIAL HELD OVER. 
Five :pages of editorial matter and news which 'We a'lready have in il:ytpe 

are held over untU next week, in order to gIve :place 'to the . report of, ,the 
iMisslon'ary Convention appearing in ·f.ohi& issue, 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION' SENIOR LESSON LEAF 
Vol. 1. T. T •. SHIELDS, Editol". No. '4. 

Lesson 12. Fourth Qual"tel". Decembel" 19th, 1926. 

THE AP.PEARANCES OF JESUS. 
Lesson Text: John, chaptel"s 20, 21. To be studied in hal"mony with lesson 

text: Mal"k 16: 14-18; Luke 24: 36-49. 
·Golden T""t-"And many other signa truly did JeslUl\ in the presence of His disciples, which 

are not written in this book: but these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is thei Christ, 
the Son of God; . and that believing ye might have life through His Name" (John 20: 30,31). 
I. AT THE SEPULCHER WITH MARY AND PETER AND JOHN. 

1. Mary's strange discovery at the tomb: She found the stone taken away from the 
sepulcher, and the door oft ,the sepulcher Open. Until then every g·rave was sealed w,thout h'OtPe 
of its evacuation; ibu't from then until now eve.:y such visit ,by a .believer to a grave !has been 
dha:nged by the fact that the grave of Jesu~ is empty. 2. There are spiritual affinities which 
inevitably gravitate toward each other: it was natural ifar Ma!'1y' ;to run to tell Peter and John 
of 'her discovery, for she Imew .t!hat they woold .be interested in her story oIf the open grave. 
We may well enqui.re, \VoItat do pflQPle tell us? There 3I1'e people ·who have a special faculty for 
gatihering ill news and URSIWOU1'Y reports. Do our ears :hear good news or bad? O.thers will 
soon discover Wlbat we want Ito Imow. 3. The record of two different investigators: Peter and 
John nan IboIth together, ,but physically John ou1lran Peter. AilTiving a-t the sepulcher John 
observed from without, ·but Peter, with his U5ual impebuJolsilby, went into il'he sepuloher, and 
exantined it particularlJy and in detail, only 1>0 lbe 'oIlawed by John. Tihey saw and believed. 
in 'the sense that they knew 'lihe sepulcher Ito ,be ern(:lty; ~u-t "as yet ithey Imew not the Scriptru.re. 
that He must rise again ,from =bite dead". Only as the c.i .. c:umstanees of life are intet'!Preted in 
~he light of Scripture ean they be properly understood. 4. Apparently thinking there was no 
more to be learned, the disciples, that is, Peter and John, went away again unto their own: 
homes. It is not recorded :tihat they sopread' the news of the emptly sepulcher. T~teir message 
would have :been df .. ·negative eharacter: d:itere is little inspiration in 'telling people what we 
have not found. Men would soon cease to talk albout Jesus illad' ,they rwthiltlg but an empty grave 
to dis<:uss; ·but these disciples were! not unlike some who ,go quickly from ohurch, It takes them 
but a libtle ·wihile to see and hear all IAtat ntaIy :be seen and heard. 
II. WHAT A LOVING FAITH LEARNS BY PATIENT WAITING. 

1. Mary was unwilling to leave the sepulcher in uncertainty. She cared nothing for the 
empty tamb: lit was 'her Lord Himself she wanted. Therefore she let 'her tears flow freely, and 
waited at the. sepulcher. Wdtat she expected Ito see or ihear, ,we do :not lmow; it was, perhaps, 
a kind of Divine il1lStinct, 'lihe ,goings of God upon her own lSiPirit ~ bade her stand still and 
wait. Often there is more ,to be learned by Slianding still ,!Jban !by running; patience is some­
times a better teacher than the' spirilt which is id~ified rwith what is someltimes colloquially 
oalled "pep!'. If ''We have no message of a risen .Christ rwe shall ac:camplis'h nothing ,by running 
hither and thither otorying to do some~hir>g. We Ihaid better wait at t:he sepulcher weepir,t:g for 
if Christ ibe not risen our faith· is vain, nnd our preaching is va;"', and we are, of all men inost 
ntiserable, 2. The angels appeared to this waiting BOUI. Peter and John! I!md c:a.refully inspected 
tlte interior of the sQPUlcher, Ibut they saw notihil>g but tohe oopkin asd the linen clothes; but 
when .this waiting, weeping woman looked, she ISQW two nngels, "one ail: the head, I8d1d the other 
at the ·feet, where the ,body of Jesus had lain". God·'s angels are ever ready to miniMer to us, 
and they are always concerned .. bout Ithase who seek .Jesus. 3. After the angels there 
appeared Another whom Mary knew not. We do well to listen to 'lite angels. for the sound of 
their Master's feet is always .behind them. Yet M3ir;p" Imew Him not. What cbmtge had been 
wrought?· Was it in Him, or in her? Yet otlhere was something a.bou~ Him which was unchanged: 
when Hei said, "Wpntatt, ",by weepes't thOu"? she supposed Hw to be the ·gardener; but when 
He called her by n:amte sa.yi:ng, "Mary", ,,·he said, "RltIbboni", >which is to say, Master. T!ltis 
is an illustration df what He meant 'When .HeI said, "l\Iiy slheep ·hear 'My voice, and I know them, 
• ltd' ,they ifiollow Me; :utd a stranger WIll they oot ,(ollow; for they know oot .the voice of 
strangers". Not yet :had He aseesded to His Father, !but He commissioned Mary to go to His 
brethren asd tell them too'! He would ascend to His F",ther and their Father, to His GOd and 
their God, Hearing ,lIhis, Mary did not go flo her home as Peller and John 'had done, but she 
told It.he disciples that ",he dtad ·seen· the Lord. A Hvillig Saviour is a greater inspiration than 
an open grave. . 
III. JESUS APPEARS TO A COMPANY OF DISCIPLES. 

1. Brought together by a common Borrow illumined by,a faint hope resulting from the report 
of the empty tomb, the disciples gathered behind shut doors, and Jesus appeared' to them, and 
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br~thed peaee upon them, and showed them His hands and Hi. aide. Througlbout the record' 
of . the' eVents, which Luke describlis in 1Ihe Acte as Hinfallible pr'O!OdIs", it should ·be Qbserved 
that 00 one did ever find Jesus, but He of HimseH.appeared 110 H. disciples. No· one. wu 
ever OO11vin.:ed of 1Ihe fact of ¢!he resurrection by an empty!' ItOmib, '1\.011' iby tile linen. clothes, nor 
by lIbe testimony of angels or of men; .but by ¢he acwal ~nJCe of IIhc UJrd. 60 Os it ever: 
only by di.rect contact wi1lh 'Go'c!i are mell convinced lI'hat Jesus lives. 2. "Then were the diec:iplea 
iliad, wIWl they saw the Lord". Lmag~ is SlIagIgered in :mry attempt to picture to tile mind 
the .meoopressible joy of tbait occasion; tIOI' has it ~lIISSed ima 'hiMory, for still there is nothing, 
that will bring greater gladness to a believing heart than a view of .the risen Christ, shdwing 
lIbe marks of His cr.ucifixion. 3~ The disciples were commiaaioned by the living Christ and _t 
as He was _t. Nothing else can fit anyone .to preach: "How shall tIley ipl'eaoh except they 
be sem"? We must Il'eceive orders from Headquarters, and tlIOt by proxy. 

IV. HOW THOMAS MISSED THE LPRI)'S APPEARANCE, :QUT LATER SAW HIM 
-Vs .. 24.28. 
1. He wa& absent fr~ the first meeting when Jesus sppeared to His disciples, and he must 

have been absent because he did II.'ot expect Jesus to be present. T'hat is Wlbiy people Sltay away 
from .prayer-rneeting and church, for did .they really expect Chrillt, they ~ould be sure to be on 
hand. 2. When Thomaa was! told by the disciples who had themselves aeen the Lord, of Hi. 
appearance and presence in their midilt, he refused to believe: and declared that nothing ahort 
of putting his fingers into the wounda would convince him that Christ was alive. Thus sametimes 
in sorrow, and :balf ill/ des.pair, men foolis'hly talk still. 3. But Jesus gave this longing heart a 
second chance, and challenged him to do as he had said, and by the challenge showed that He 
knew what he had said. But T.b.oma.s was DOlt guilty of the vulgar touch. He loved his Lord 
sincerely and profoundly, and a1ll9wered with this glorious COIlIfession, "My Lord and my God". 
Doubting ThOl/l1l!LS .was nat always a doUbter; and it 9hould be remembered lIbat some wmo do 
1K>t find faith eM1Y and woo do not quick'lly find lIbe .pa'tih out of the wilderness '0£ dlaubt, do, 
notwithstandinlg, rise to great heig'h-ts df 'holy condiden<:e. J"""" prIOltouniced ... special .blessing 
upon those who believe wi1fuout seeing. 4. The theme and purpose of the B09k. John rev$ls 
in the last two verses of chapter 20: a wealth OlE material was .art: ihand, but by Divine directikm 
a record only of such signs as are written in the Book is preserved-1all tbaJt we mig-ht .believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God, and Ibelieving, Ihave lHe through His Name. 
V. JOHN'S POSTSCRIPT TO HIS GOSPEL. 

1. Christ's appearance at the Sea of Tiberias. H i.. to be observed He showed Himself again 
to the disciples. On this occasion it would "'ppe3ll' seven were together. They bad ceturned to 
their ceg:uiar voeations, and 1md become fi.hcnnen again'. They were engaged in -the daily task. 
They were not dreaming on ~lhe mountain top, nor were they even in a place of seclusion engaged­
in -prayer; they were not fuihing ofor, pleasure; it was their vOC8ltion, 110t their avocation. And 
they spent the nill'ht in vain endeavou·r. But with the morning Jesw; came. .So does He still 
appear to us while we are engaged in the daily .task. He comes 1.'0 us with sympathy. touched 
by our failUl\'es; He comes Ito ask WI hoW we are ,etting along; and all this Ib-om the risen 
Christ In His resurrection power 'and giolly He Was Just as near ¢O His d'isciples as Otl 'the oIIher 
side of the ·Cross. 2. Aside from all technicalities, He told them where they were to cast their 
net, and they found success in the daily task by obeying Him. Om- Lord is an expet1t at all 
trades: iniinitely wise, He can 'lead us to success. 3. It was grace enabled them in their success 
to recognize the Lord. Too often it is when SOItr'OW a·nd adversfby come upon us we are disposed 
to attribute them 1.'0 ·(;()d. Blessed is he who oan cry, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul. and for'get 
not all His IbenefiUs". 4. Jesus helped the disciples to get breakfast. He kindled the fire, and 
laid tlhe fish and bread thereon. Let it not be {o~gootten that He is now engaged in the impoctant 
work of convindng His disdples -tihat He is alive. In this instance He d~ not gO to the 
scholar in ·his study, nor to the king upon ·his throne •. bu·t to a couple af men faced with the 
necessity of getting the m'01'tling .meal. and there He dem'Otlstrates the truth of the resurrection. 
And often still the resurreatiOtJl, 'Of !Chr.St is more real in the kitchen 4Ihan it is in scOOlastic halls. 
One of the .proclfs that Christ is alive is to 'be .found in lIbe zfact that He still helps the busy 
boUsew;fe ¢O get the breal<fa;st I A nUgion tha>t does I1I0t helll 'lIS in our daily foil is not the 
religion of ·ClImist. I-t was nat necessaory for anyone to ask Him who He was: they all knew 
now that it was dte Lord. Thus He showed Himself to His disciples. after that He was risen 
from' lIbe dead, Ithe oIIhird time,. i~ the business of catching fish. and getting ·breakfast. 
vi. PETER'S THRICE-REPEATED CONFESSION-Vss. 15.17. 

In,to the details of this we 'have 110 space to go. Peter had somewhere had a private interview 
with his Lord, a'S we learn ofrom other Sori·ptures. Wl!at ~ bebween :tIhom. however. 
inspiration does not record. But as he had :fIhree ;times den.ed !his Lord, Ite is here given 
opportunity ¢hree times to c'onfess Him. And further. the ,nan w.OO had so boIldly declared his 
readiness ·to die for Christ. Was told that that privilege ~ould be his. 1. One of the lessons 
here is how fully the Lord Jesus received Peter back into His confidence. He had sinned terribly. 
lie had so disgraced himself that ·he could not have CdttLplained had Ih"l never been tr·usted again: 
lIut ·here the !Jord proimised that .he slhall yet Ibecome a ""'liant soldier. and that .• men bis work 
was done 'he Should glorl~ God by a mar'tlyr'" death. ·As his ca:reer is followed in .the Acts of 
t.he Apostles, and his holy boldness js dbsen·ed, it should Ibe remembered that lIbe same Master 
who predicted that he would deny Him. 'had ako prophesied that he would die for Hi.m. Knowing 
that that awaited ihi.m somewhere i.l bhe ~uture. Peter never turned :back ,.gain. Surely this was 
a marvelous triumph of gmc:e I 2. Peter and John. Peter was ob.viously initerested in John's 
future as well as his own, but the Master gently told 'him to mind his own busines.. and 
intimated ·that some higlh privilege was alsto in store for him. His words ·were mislunde~tood. 
and it was r~orted that that disciple should not die. Obviously tlhe disciples: believed that some 
would still Ibe alive when the Lord should come, but they misundersto·od His reference to His 
Coming. That He will come oagain there is no dOUobt; .bu't ·this was a special and' peculiar coming 
a coming in revelation '19 ·make knOwn things 'wltich shol1ld' shortly come to pass. Doubtless it 
was fulfilled on the Isle that is called Patltl.Ol!; where John Wa'S ·banished for the Word of God. 
and the testimony of Jesus. 3. The authorship of this Gospel is established .by the concluding 
verses. It:was that same Jc;hn.wOO wrote these things, and .he tells U!S hha:t. a record of aJl that 
J ""u6 did would till the world itself wit·h :books. . 


