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"And they 'sung a new 1!OIIg, sayilnlg, TIhou art ..rort:hI,. to take the book, IIIIJd 
1tJo 0p<e'DI Ilhe aeals thereof; £Or thou w .... t sIa!iD, aInd baist redeemed us to God bll 
~hy blood oUl of ever.y klilndml, amd t~, 8IDd people, aInd 1IIaIt.ioa; 

"And hast made ·us 'UUlto our God It_s aIII.'d pr,/dsts: and <we eb.dl lI'eip 0IIi 
the ee.rth. 

"Amd I beheld, IIIId I beard 1Ihe voice of many angel'9 rowlId .. 'bout the thl'Ollle 
and t·he beai8ts 18m the eJders: and the number of them _s ten thousand -times 
·ten thogsaind, a.nel. tbou8aDlds of thousfa2lds; . 

''lSa.rln.<r .~th ;I loud. vmce, Wor.t·hy dB the ~b :tba't. Wlals dUn to ~ve 
power, am ru:he&, ami· wi,sdom, lind 'IVt~, and hOlllOW', accI. gllor.y, 8IIl1t ~. 

'1And every creature Wlhich is .in ·hela ven, am on ~he .. rth, and- UIIl'der thte 
e8IIltht a.nId such a;s I8Il'e ill,' ·the -. II!l.'d a'll .that aIre in thiem, D.elanl I "";ug, 
Bier_II', omdI honour., 8IIJdI glory, Uld power be ·un'lo hilm ·tI>rot ..rtlle/th upcm tlbe 
throne, aIr>d \mIlO ~he 'Lamb .for ever a'lld ever."-ReveJa,tibuI 5: 9-1~. 

~
NE may well apologize'for presuming to select a·text Uke'tMs How 
is it possi;ble ,for any human undeJ;"s1la.Jlding -to! ~apprehend 'all 'that ts 

O .invo~ve:d i~.it? or·,fo.r .a,ny hu-~an toJig.ue tq~ express the glory wh.ICh 
these verses promIse shall' one d·ay 'be ·~vealeci'?·, But the ten Itself 

-===- wIll ,sP,ea:k,to us even though' we. fa1.1 in. any adequate e~position 'Of ·it. WW i . 1 'believe, IijI I have often said, tha'i the ~ter parI!. oftJhis ibook 
of, !Revelation ibelongs to-the Ifuture; r have never !been BIble to !per­
'suade myself th8lt the tremendous occurrences here record'ed, that 

the splendour and the glory accompanying 'these :great events, could 'have lbeeq. 
fulfilled so o'bscurely' as to be known only to those wlho have time an'd oppor­
t.unity to search the musty tomes of long~forgottren hIstory. You remember 
'how in the 'O.penIng chwpter, we have this great announcement: "Behold, 'he 
com~th with clouds; and every eye shall see hIm, and they a:lso which piereed 
!him, and all kindreds of the earth shall :wail ibecause of ihim." [believe that 
the prophecies of this lasb'ilxKl'k of the Biible will'!})e 'fuHHlEld 'in connection with 
that great event. toward wh'i'ch the whole ·creation moves, the ~J'ISOnal return 
of our Lord. ~he chapter descrl'bes a scene in the heavenlies when the Lamb 
that Is. In tJhe. midst IOf the throne takes vhe lbook out of the hand 'Of Him that 
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csitteth u.pon tJle throne .. It is -the day, the ·dawning -of the d,ay, of the redemption 
of the purchased possession; He Wiho is appointed heir! of.aU things, by Whom 
also bh.e worlds were made, is about to tlllke unto Himself His .great ,power and 
reign. And here, when the ·book lhas lbeen taken and the mortgage Ion .the 
for·feited inheritance is about to ibe lifted, 'and' the wh'ole 'creation is to ,be 
delivered into the gl-orious Uberty -of the childr.en of :God, all Heaven 'bre~ks 
·forth in this inspired hallelujruh chorus. 

It is ·a good thin,gj o'ccrusionally t·o talke an excursion to heaven, to 'get away 
from the ·fogs and mists ·o.f earth, and to see tlllings as ,they are seen ,by God 
Hims.elf, 'and t-o hear 'things as they wm ibe heard ,by those who are' redeemed 
in othat great day when the "!blessed hope" shaH Ibe realized. It we could li.ft 
all our thinking to this 'lev·el, if we could o:btain wisdom from a:bove S'O' as tiO 
get th.e divine standipoint., if only s'(}me of us' ,could get to the isle of Patm-os, 
and find ourselves t-ranS'Ported in spirit into "the day of the Lord", it would 
establish us in the faibh; and it would enlllble us to regard with ;perfect 
composure all the 'assaults upon what ,Gladstone, I think i,t was, ·called the 
'''impregna:ble R-o'ck of Holy Scripture". 

Here, then, is .A. s,om,g 01 Redemption, redemtpti'on is tlre theme of -it, i,t is 
s,ung ,by ·such as have !been redeemed; and w.e may well listen, and wisely listen, 
to what bhey have to say. Oh" tJhe songs they sing up there wUl not :be without 
meaning. I wish -God's 'POO'ple could! get away ,from the jingle and the jazz that 
is so common in IChristian assemblies to-day. .It is well -that we sholl'ld sing 
"with the understand'ing also"; but h·ow are we t.o sing if ·there is nothing in 
the song worth undersbanding? .our hymns 'of .praise, ·our spiritual songs, ought 
to !be filled with the ,great truths of the gospel. That is how it is that such 
hymns as, ''!RoCk! -of Ages", "Jesus !Lover of iMy :Soul", ''',Albide Wlith Me", "'rnl.ere 
is Ii. Fountain Filled with '131000", and .the one-we were singing a m-oment ago, 
HOb, for a ·Thousand Tongues 1.0. Sing"-that is wih;y vhese hymns, and many 

-others like 'them, are immortal; they never wear out, Ibecause theY.·'have in 
them the everlasting truths of the everlasting gospel. ' 

Now in heaven, when .they sin'g, they sing with the understanding; ·.and 
tfu.ey sing -of. a redemption ·that is altogether of grace: '''TJlou art worthy t-o take 
'the 'boo·k, and to open the seaIs thereof: .for thou wast siain, and hast redeemed 
us t.o 'God." Oh, my ibrethren, .s·alvation .is an act of ,Glod; there is not· an 
infinitesimal element of human works or ,human merit 'in it. 'And yonder, 
where 'redemption 'is .[)er·fected, where they see vhin·gs· ·in God's light, they see 
that He is the Alpib..a and the Omega, the ,beginning and the ending; and' that 
their salVation lias ib.een of -God, and of God alone. How ·paltry, how poor, how 
disappointin'g, the so-caned .gospels -of w-daY!'-when men are ur:ged to redeem 
themselves; when the human will, t'he power of the human will, is magnified, 
and the ·do·ctrine of salvation illy ,charaoter, a phUoso,pib.,y of mere .idea'lism, is 
substituted· for the gOS'P'el 'Of the sovereign grace of God. You ibad :better get 
rid -of it all, my :friends, if you would get to heaven-for when we do get to 
heaven ·throu.gh bhe' sacrifi:cial work or our Lord Jesus Christ; wlien we get 
there in the ,glorY of the divine presence, and see our lives in ·restrospect, we 
shall -lay all tlhe honour and 'glory at the ,feet of Hilll; Who redeemed us, and we 
'Jlhall say, "r.l'lrou 'art w·orth,y . . ._ for thou' was s1ain, ·and hast ·redeemed us 
·t9 (}ad iby othy bl-ood."· . ' 
: 'Dh, poor sinners wh-o are her·e to-nIght. you have tried to ·work oub your 
'Own s.alvati-on, you have tried to mend your own way, you have lbeen trying 
.to pay ·that inestima:ble, incalcula:ble ·debt~but. a.1I the treasuries o~ earth could 
not :1iquidaote·your account; you cannob do it; you will have to ,come as a poor 
.sInner to tlhe feet of Jesus and confess your a.bsolute ibarrkr·uptcy, and accept 
His price, i.f you would get ready ·for othat ,great hallehijah ch.orus. Then you 
;Will Ibe able to say for y-oursel,f, "Thou hast redeemed me tq God !by ,thy ~lood." 
That is the foun·datl-on ,f-or faivh. There is no use ~elieving i·f we bave to d-o 
it ourselves, there is no .f-oundation for faith in the d'octrine of salvati'on iby 
:works, or through tJhe church.:· the only way :by which we can 'be saved is 
throug.h faith in the sovereign Saviour, the Lord of Heaven. He will redeem 
us; It Is 'a salvation ''by grace. . 

Tih,en rth~ next tilling 'is, i.t f.8 ·sawation through the bJooa: ''Thou wast 
slain, ·and,-hjl.st redeemed us ,t~ God Iby thy blood." Thait is· 'What tlhey sing dn 
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heaven; the doctrine of -the ibload is not outworn in heaven. 'That will ,be the 
theme' of our IPraises yonder, "Thou 'hast redeemed us to God iby thy !blood:;' 
Nobody uD,der.stan·ds wha:t it means. We say' that He was our SUlbstftute"":" 
and so He was: "For 1C'h-rist also Ihath once suffered for sins, the 'just 'for',the 
'Unjust, that he mi-ght ,bring us to 'G'od." We say that 'He bore our sins, in His 
own 'body on t'he, tree-and so He did: "lIe was wounded for our t)"a~sgressions, 
he was ,bruised for -our iniquities: the chastisement of I()ur peace 'was upon him, 
'and with ,his stripes we are healed." We -love t'O say, as oui Brotlber Carew 
quoted in his' prayer this eveniug, tha-t we "who s'ometimes were fur 'off are made 
,nigh Iby the ,blood of IChrist."; 'but when we have said .it ,all; we do not under­
,stand the height and 'dept!h and length and 'breadtlb -of the ,great ,divine achieve­
ment of redeeming our S01.l1-s out 'of the ,pit -of corruption ,by ·the iI'recious ,blood 
of the Lord Jesus' 'Christ. -

The IOld 'Testament ,says, "The Ufe 'of the fiesh,-is' 'in .the iblood; and I have 
'given it. to you u,pon th.e altar to make atonement! for )"Our' sou1.", What is tlhe 
illLood of C'hrist? IOh, 'somebody has spoken of a gross view of, the death. of 
'Christ, of a "'bath of 'blood", saying that he a)bhorred the idea 'Of lbein-g'lbatlied 
'in the ,blood of Christ. Who d'id ever interpret tih'e ,S'cri.ptuI:es afuer that ,fash.ion! 
,W'ho did ever ;believe that we f!,re literally ,dipped in the ;p.hys~cal Iblood of the 
Lord Jesus! No, there is' a mystery here, Ibut I tell, yI().\i [ know this,: that hi. 
HiIP- '''are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know1!ld,ge"; 'Iin, h,im dwelleth 
'aU t!he ,fulness 'Of ,the Godhead Ibodily"; be,fore Albraham was" ,He was; ·from 
'everlasting to everlasting He is God; ,in Him reside:d tlie ',powe'r whioh Sp8Jke 
'the worlds ;froin naught; "'By Him ,were all thiugs crea;ted, that are in he'a.veIi, 
,and that are :in earth, visi'ble and invisilble, :whether :they ,be -, thrones, ' 'or 
dominions, or p'rincipali-ties, lor powers: all thin-gs were created 'by him, and 
,for ';h'im: 'and he is ,before all things, and !by, hi.m all things ,consisv.", He ,hath 
'appointen Him "heir of all things, Iby whom also he made .the 'worlds". He.is 
'infinite in every ,quality of His 'being, one with the ffi}tern-al ,Father and tlie 
'iEternal IS'pirit, over aU; God" blessed' fo)" evermore.' And He Ibecam'e incarnate, 
took upon, Him lour nature,' was, made in tll-e Ukeness' -of men. God! -oh, let 
'it never 'be for.gott'en--iGod-:-lGod~Glod, nnfinoite in all the qualities of 'His 
Bein,g, was mani.fest in the 1.lesh. No man 'Could ta'ke His ·life '·from .Him; He 
ttad po",er to lay -it ,down, a,nd power to ta)ke it again, :this ,'commandIill'lIit hail 
He rece'ived from His Fat'ber. He, was not made after the ,p'ower of a. carnal 
commandment, but aUer'the ,power -of an endless, an ind1ss'oIllible, 'life. ,iIDterni11Y 
'was in Him; His ,blood was ~be weal,th, not :J;ller~ly -of all worlds, but of the 
',Godhead, in solution. . .. ' " '. ' ' 
. And 'He died for me!~poor, guilty, hell-deserving sinner; and He 'd'ied 

, "the just ,for the unjust, that lie might bring us '10 God~"; He paid the ,price I 
,owe, He :paid t'he ;prioce you owe, He, died for all.lby tb,e.;grace of God. We. ~ea.d 
'to-night that He. "tasted death for every man;" I do. n~t k!low wlh'at ,it meanS, 
,'llp-t J:I.e ,tasted death ,for every man! , . ., , ..., ' , " , ; 

, . , 

'''Death and the curse :were in our cup: 
o 'Christ;- 'tow as ·full for Thee! , : ' 

But Thou hast ,drairied the -last. dark drop;, 
'Tis empty now .for me: 

That' .bitter cup, l-ove dran'k it 'up; 
,NIOW Iblessin:g's draught .,for me." 

Oh, IP-y brethren, :it is through't'he Iblooa men:are ~ved .. And 'I tell.Y·ou 
frankly that I d'o not care what. others, say 8:bout it, so ·19ng 8.li! :I hare:the 

'verdIct of 'heav~n. .lAnd when il hear by faivh this 'glorious praise ascending to 
'tlie Most High, "Thou al't' 'woi'tlh,y to ,t:.alke the !book, and to {lpen the seals 
thereof: .for thou wast s'l:ain, and hast red~emed' us to God; ,by thy Ibloo!l", I 'am 
gOing to stand illy ,the blood; as o.ur Brother !Robertson sang, ,oIJ: am depen'ding 

. on ~he !blood". An·d in the day 'When I cease to' ;believe-if that were possi'llle-
in t'he ,blood of the Lord Jesus .Ohrist, in that day wihen the Iblood of Jesus as 
the sinner's only hope shlOuld 'Cease .to ;b!l !preaChed from thds pulpit, may God 
close the dOOM, and destroy t,li.e place utterly. ,before it iPuts 'before men sucll 
a .false hope as salvation apart 'from the Iblood., RedeI!l1P.tlqn .·is bhrpugh,the 

""lood.· ' ' 
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'I1hen, too, i,t -is redJemption for everyone: Thou ''hast redeemed us to God 
!by thy blood out of every kindred, and ton'gue, and people, and nation." '!bere 
is nothin,g here 81bout looking at these pro'blems dn thi,s twentieth centmry 
through the eyes of a 'first century Jew; there is nothing a)bout the bloody 
sacrifices ,borrowed ,from lIa'gan iRome' ihere; there Is notihing to suggest thall 
the blood of 'Christ may ,be necessary for some, 'but that In' this enlightened 
day, when we have -left ,the. shackles of the .past behind us, and we are delivered 
into a clearer atmosphere and an unclouded vision rof the truth, we do noll 
need the 'blood. No, my friends, if anyone is" ever saved ·from India, they wiH 
be.saved through the blood; and the logl,c is, never send anyone to India who 
d-oes not ,preach t!he blood. U any-one is saved from.China, it wUl :be 'because 

- they have Ibeen w'ashed in the iblood; if anyone comes .up :before the throne 
of God from Africa, they wiU be washed in the 'blood: "Thou art wor1lhy to 
take the ibook, an,d ;f)G open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God ,bY' tihy blood out of every k;indred, and ton,gue, and people, 
an'd nation". .AU wiII sing the same song, ,for they are aU s'aved .in the same 
way. No one wHl appear before the lIhrone :who has not ,been saved ,by ,the 
blood. Ours Is not one religion among many: it is the universal reUgi-on, it 
is the one way of sa:lvation ,for aH kin,dreds, and tongues, and <people and 
nations. Blessed !be God, we have Heaven's judgment on this matter, that this 
gospel is good enough f-or <people of all races, of all c1'imes, of aU ages; as we 
declare in the ordinance 'Of tlhe Supper, we ",d,o shew the Lord's death"--how 
.long? Until when?-"t1'lI he come". Until He comes, we shaH need no '()ther 
gospel; and when He comes, we shaU want no ol1her 'gos.pel, for we shaIl sing 
the ·song of !Moses and tiIle ·Lamb. 
· Observe also this great truth, that 'Yonder that throng of the redeemed 
sing after ~his fashion: ']Thou "ihast made us unto our God ,k'ings and priests. 
Thou hast made us a kingdom of priests". iWe are a spiritual ,priesllhood, we 
are all Levltes; in us the promise is ful:1l.Iled, "I will muItip'ly the ,seed of 
David my servant, and the 'Levi1.oes that minister unto me." We p;re all the 
sons of our great .Aaron, the high priest; and' we are caIled "an holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritmalJ sacrifices, aoceptable to God.1by Jesus Christ." But we are 
not only a priestJho.od, we are kings as well. Now, who wrouJ.d not 'like to Ibe a 
king? You iknow that is what we wer.e made for, we were m&oo to !be Ik.ings. 
Oh, no; we .were not made to grind at ,the PMIlstine mill liGte 'Samson, shorn 
of 'his locks, and 'bound iil. ·fetters of !brass, lin unending dal'ikness; tihat was not 
God's pUl'lpose when he said, ··Let us' Dl8Jke man ·in our -image, af1ler our like­
ness." No, He had a b.l:gher PUl'IPOBe, a. sUlbIimer ideal than that, when He 
detel"mined upon man's creation. He made us, my friends, to 'be like Himself; 
He made us to be kings; for wlhenl He had made all that was made, last of ·aU 
He made man. And· when He ihad .thus Ibui'lt. and esta'bUshed, and ·furnished 
the kingdom, He set the king u,p'on hIs throne, sUlbject only to the -King of 
kings. Then He said 1lo him, "Have dominion." The Psalm1st 'caught a vision 
of dt, 'by ,inspiration I()f the S,pirit or God, when he look.ed at the ih'eavens and 
saw the wonder of -it all. I think we have misinterpreted, very often, that 
passage' when we have ·read U, "What is man, that tihou art mindful of him? 
and ,11he son of man that thou visitest him?" We :have got the idea sometimes, 
that this ·inspired prophet at thalt time felt his humility in the presence of the 
wonders of creation, when he considered the heavens, the wOl"k of His ;fingers, 
the mroon and tJhe staN w,hi'Ch He 'had orilained, Well, there ·is that elemenll 
In it; he ihumbled himself and said, "'l1b.ey are so great, so infinite in numlber. 
What is man, that thou art mindfuI, of him? and th.e son Qf man that thou 
visitest him?" But read ,1Ihe ,prophecy -in the 'eighth Psalm, ihow he goes on to 
aay, "Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands." Th.en 
he describes the wondere of creatvGn: the heavens a:bove, the ear-tJh. beneath 
his feet and the walters under the earth; and ihe says that God m&de man to 

.' be Ilriing' 'Over 111 all, "over whatsoever passeth through t,he paths of the seas". 
· Well, we hear a ,great ,dea:l aibout that human kingship tCHlay. Oh, yes-

"I am the master of my fate, 
TlW oapt8:1n of'my soul"-

· and I am. notli.ing of the irind" nothing of the kind: '~en a strong ~ arme~ 
keepeth his palace, his goods are in !peace." I was tallung to you thIS mornin" 

., 

j 
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a)lout Manasseh, 'of how the captains of .the Assyrians cam~ and' put him 'among 
the ·thorns, and carried Ihim away to 'B8Ibylon, :bound with fetters of ibrass, and 
took away his crown and his 'kingdom. That is a pi-cture of the natural man: 
made to 'have dominion, and yet a slave, a servant of sin, llor "'know ye not, 
that to whom ye yield yourselves servant'il to obey, Ms servants are ye to whom 
ye OIbey". But He made us ,to have dominion; and ibecause that was His 
pur.posre, some day, 'blessed 'be God, we shall Ih~ve dominion. ('~Hallelujah!") 

But .we are not gro-ing to get back to the throne iby wOl"ks of riglhteousness 
which we have ,d·one; we are, not going to sit upon the throne and rule over 
many kiugd'oms ,by self-effort: noto at aU. I will tell you how we are coming 
to the throne: '''Thou art worthy to take the ibooik, and to, open the seals thereof: 
for thou wast slain, ari,d hast redeemed us to ·God iby thy .blood"-iby His Iblood­
''and ihast made us unto' our God 'kings". "·Thanks Ibe to 'God, which giveth us 
tlhe vi·ctory through our 'Lord Jesus Ch.rI.st." 'I tell you, my ,brethren, there 
is 'power in ·this old .gospel: it is the very dynamite of ,God-and there are a 
lot ·of th·ings that 'need to lbe bbown up with t1hat dyn,amite! ("Amen!") But 
through the 1P0wer of the Iblood, and all that it represenva-for tJhat means the 
power of the Spirit, that means all the resources of Deity at ·the command' I(),f 
men :by God's good ,grace-He makes us ,kings. ::r read it to you this evening. 
You rememiber how the writer of Hebrews Ibrin'gs th'at eightoh ·Psalm into the 
New Testament, and tells us what God: made man to !be. And then t1h·ere Is 
this min'or tone, this minor strain, in the song: "But now we see not yet a'll 
things put under ·him." lNo, we don'to see all things put. under him; we see 
tb.e world grinding men to pieces. Where.cJ:~ you find anywhere, that all things 
are lPut under man? It Is of man the writer is speakiug, the creature, not 
the ,Creator, but the Ihuman ,king; and he says he has not come into his 
Kingdom yet, he is going t'O come Iby an'd iby. "We see not yet a1-1 things .put 
1I,nd·er him." ,Study it in your own lives; study. it in the church of Christ; 
look; abroad upo'n society generally: in the national sphere, in th.e int.ernational 
realm, wIth ·all your League of Nations, and all your societies' for the 'Promotion 
of in·ternational peace, and all your social betberment organizations-tell me 
anywhere where a1-1 things are .put un,der the feet of man? 
: No;' no m~n Ihas come into his 'kingdom yet.: 'B~t listen: ·"We see not yet 

all thrings put under him. But we see Jesus.'" ( If'Halle.Ju1ah!'') .A!h, manhood 
is crowned in Jesus Christ, illy Ibrother; you come to your own dn Jesus Christ; 

. you get your 1lhrone and your ,kingdom through Jesus Christ; 'yoU put aside 
th9 'reed, and get the sceptre baok through Jesus Ch·rist. But there is no otiher 
way 'to the throne, to dominion over evil. Have you not read of "the exceeding 
greatness of his !power to us-ward who .belrieve, accord-iug to the 'Wor.king of his 
mIghtY.power, which he wrougb.17 in Ohrist, when he noised ihim ·from the 'dead 
and set ·him at bis 'Own ri'ght 'hand in the heaven·ty places, far above all 
IPrincipality, aud .power, and might, and dominion, and evgry name that is 
named, not only in this WlOrld"--or, in this age-"tbut also in tihat which is to 
come: and 1h4llth put a'll thIngs under his feet. and gave him. to lbe 1lhe head' over 
&1:1 th.1ngs to the church, w.hiich .fs his lbody, the fulness ot him that ft.lleth all 
in all." Oh, that is the way' to victory. Thou "hast made I\1S 'kinglS and priests 
unto God." 
. And observe this o1lher W9ndE'..rfp.,l· word, ~'And we slhall ,reign on the earth." 

A great many peo.ple are. ver,y fongj -of the .eal"th, and a great deal ro.f emphasis 
is laid upon the present value· ·o.f·!rJ..gh't, llv:in,g. The earth ~& to 'be made verry 
attractive. tl said one' day in ~ sermon some time ago that my qUarrel with 

. the modern 'church is that. 1t- is -devotoing 'a:U its energies to an attempt to get 
the ;prod-igal a. !better job in the ~far countrj-ibut they. leave Ihrim in the far 
country! Earth· 'has for,gotten 'heaven, and time has forg1o.tten eternity. B.ul! 
we are not t.o despise the, earth. Oh no, it is a IbeauUful .wor.ld. [don't wonder 
at a st-ory a friend of mine, a pastor who has gone home to glory now, told 
me mbouto a Uttle .girl. He said ·this little girl was visiting in lOne of his church 

. families, and one niglLt wlhen her auntie was :puttin'g her to Ibed, and she was 
saying her prayers, she stopped in the middle and said, ".Auntie, ·1 don't want 
to ,gO to heaven." "Why, my dear, why d-o you not want to go to heaven?" 
"Oh", s'he saof.d, "this is such a :tleautiful pla,ce, so full of ibiros, and music, and 
f!owers, and sunshinre, and 'lots of lovely thi~&-I dlon't wan,1l to go t'O heaven." 
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And then that Christian woman told Iher that the flowers would fade, and fue 
birds would cease their singing, and the sun would lose its warmth as the 
wintertime came on, and all the beauty would .fade away, llhat the things here 
and now are tem'poral, "the things which are seen are temporal"; but. the 
'little girl could n'ot :be persuaded, s·hlll. could not see intlo· tlhe ;future. "Well, 
anyway, ,Auntie", she said, "I don't want to ·go too heaven just yet. This is su·ch 
a. !beautiful .place." .And it is a 'beautHuI 'Wor·ld: "The invisi·ble things of him 
fl'om the creation of the world are clearly Selen, 'being understood ,by the things 
that are made, even 'his eternal power and Godhead." It is a !beautiful world, 
;fun of witnesses to the grace aJ:!,d ,power and mauch less love of our God, verily 
a ·place w-here "every 'prospect pleases, and only man is vUe." But tJh·e th.orns 
are there, and the ,blight is on the 1I0Wier and fruit, and '\the whole creation 
groane·th and traval'leth in pain together unti'l now waiting .for the 
adoptoion, to wit, the redemption of our 'body." 

And some d'ay ilJhese poor 'b'odi'81S1 are going to 'be ch,an'ged, 1:asM-oned like 
:unto the body of His glory; and, wonde·r 'of wond·ers·! 'We £'ha!lJ .re·ign on the 
earth!. No, God is not to .be d'efea.ted in this 'Wor~d'; our God! never :lost a bat'tl·e, 
and He nev·eol' wiH be at re,SIf; untH He has finished it. Do Y'ou .remember '\::hat 
s'Weet story of Ruth and Boaz, how Rut!h c'ame ,home with her day's gleaning, 
and her mothe·r-in-I-aw ·il·aid, "Wlhere 'hast thou gleaned to-d'ay?" And she told 
her of how ·the lord 'of the haJI'vest, a l1ioch man 'caUa'ed; Boa·z, had' instructed 'the 
r.ea'peTS, and: they "let faU a1'&10 somle of ·th·e h'andfuUs of pll'npoee for her", and 
her mll'th'er-in-law, witln ·a 'Woman's true intuition, ·saJd, ".Sit stiIl, .m.y daughter, 
untill thou know how the matter wHlllaU~: for th~ man wH'1 not be dn rest, until 
he have flnis:hed the thing fu·is day." I do not kno'W of a,nything more .beautifwl 
than to see a young .man pre·pardn·g t'h·e :pl'ace to whlcth, h·e is to take his ,brid·e. 
AmI, do you know, 'our LOoI'd made ,this earth for us, furn·isihed 'it for our baibi­
tation; ·and! 'We, in our !Sin and fuUy, have ,S1Poiled ~t, and m'arred it. But He is 
qoming .back to clean .bouse ,rome d.ay ("HaHelujah!"), and the whdl.'e creation 
will 'be "·delivered from the ,bondage of ·cor.fUption into the gloriOUS ll!:be.rty of 
t!li.e choild'ren of God". We sihaJU reign on the eart!h--'ll:lld it wlH 'be a,1L through 
tib.·Ei .precio·us :blood. ·That is what they sing in heaven. 

Would you not -like .to·sing that son'g? How w'Onderful it is! R is all .the 
Ip.'ore wonderful. t~ ·me, d·ear fl1iends, 'because up there th~ s·ee things: In their 
true 'ligM, and stUID >tIh'ey ,sing that .s'Ong. At on'e of our Oonvent'iolW-I am glad 
it did not an'eet witJh a.pproval-ibut illl Otta·wa., in 1919, a lIlIan got up to spea.k 
'Oil. 'W.hat we oug-hot to do for Teturned soldie·rs. One 'Of the thhigs he thoug-ht 
we ou:ght to do was to dellete from our 'hyann IboO'ks such h;y:m.ns as, "There. i·s 'a 
F(iuntaln fiUeiI with Blood", saying that no 'One wa's intere·sted In ,t'h8.t any 
$:oi-~. I am glad t'Q say:that it dlid not-me'et wi,tJh, favor by 'any meaIlJSl; Bwptiosils' 
q'o not ~eI1e.ye tha.t n·onsense. But some peo.ple have sa;i-di about this church.,· 
l"~·pec.~.iing our .senices, ·fuat 'certaln 1;Mngs ar.e aU right for missions, ,but out. 
·Of pl'ace in ·t!h·e ch'llrc·h!· I ,&ay·tIh·at every chul'C'h ought ,t'O 'be· '8. mIssion or go out 
of'.liusines:s. I hav·a believed th"cllf for· years, and be'~i'6'Ve it now. But there a·re~ 
people wh'Q think ,fu·es·e byanns rubout the blood ·8Jre al'l right to s'ing down in' 
fue Iiilsfl-ion, but In Ilh~ ,stateIy churc1!, in some great IcatJhe:d'rall, w·e ought to~ 
nav·e ·s·ome·t!hing else!' .. . . 

Let m'e tell you wihat <they ·sing ·a:bout In the 'presen'ce' 'Of God, up th·e·re in· 
the P'lllace of the ·Kln:g. . Tohey sing a, new song lSIPeciaUy 'composed to be sung 
dn llhe Kin"g's· honour, up fue're 1Jhey sing the praises of the blood. And' I 'I;LIU 
qii'ite Wi~'ling to keep on s'inging songs do-wn here t·OOt'M"e fit to. s-ing in ;lleaven! 
( 4iAmen!") And, my friends, I am, sure of tMs, they 'know-those re,deemed 
one!!!' 'seeing in vision the ailllSlt days-tih.ey' know the aneaning of redelIllPtion as 
we do not. . 

Read what follows: the day of judgment is coming, jud'gments are a,hout 
to descend on the e.8Jrth as taLe s·eaI,s 'are opened, for ,the d'ay of vengeance of 
our God is ·proclaimed. AThdI here· 'aore thJE! red'eemed apart from it ·aUH They 
.see t·l!.e judgments fall-but not upon 'them, they see the .frui.t of sIn f·rom 
whdch 't11:ey have ·be·en del'lve'l'led, they see the ·a'Wful·pe·rH from whiloho, by divine 
grace; they have .been snatch'e'd; and· with fun hear.tS' they sing the song o·f 
praise to the Lamlb Who ih'as rede,emed them by His Iblood·. Oh, if you and I. 
knew the fruIts of sin, if we couq{l ·reaJ.J1y know what is inV'OIved In that Scrip.. 
ture I quotedL.-l1sten--':'·a.!sten, think: it ov·er, the very' WO·1'd1 'Of God, "Tasted' 
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dewth"! "Tasteld d·eath"! I roe·ad a s·ermon .by ·Spu·rgeon BOrne yeM'lSl ago in 
w·hidl he said, "TIre ,damned in hen have not yet ta;sted· death." Wih'at is the 
IiJElcond ·dea.th? Why, it is the' judgment, not upon the slpirit onl'Y, but the· judg­
ment that follows ·a!ft·er the· resurrection unto condemnation, 'When soul and 
body are r·eunited, and when tihe whole being, guilty of sin, is :punished aecord­
in:g to ,the works ·d'One in the lbody. I don't ·know WlhJat dt means-and I 'pray 
GOld t!JJ.at no. 'One woo he·ar:SI .me may ·evM' know w.b:1I!t it means. But ~rO'lIL that 
place of Iprivi'lege ·a1!-·d o·f clea:rer cOlIllprehension "Of the ·awfulness of 'sin and its 
oonsequences, when they \SaW forom what ,they had !be'en red'eemeru, tlh.ey .prM&ed 
t·oo Lord :for lS'aving t'b:em Ib'Y the ~bl!ood:. 

And then I wend·er what they sa'W in' h·e,aveal? Oh, what ·wilIll: it he to see 
Him :fll!Ce to <face, ani! ,to Ibe oli:ke Hlim when we see Himl ·a·s He is. Wihat wilil. it 
be w!b.en we discover all th!at is invalved in tha.t great Slaying, "Mad'e niglh .b'Y 
the ·Mood of Chri'l!t"? How ni:g1r? ·Hew near? His ·fei1low; He is not oas!hamed 
to c'IIII'1 us ,brethiren. An,d w!b.en we .se·e tha.t illlS,t-e,a;d of ·felons 'Of the pit, instead 
of ~beling 'madle com~anion"B' of ·demons, we ·are .booug:ht into- ·person-al ·fe:l!lowsh-ip 
with the Son of God, ev·ery (h,indrance remKl'Ved;, and' there amdd the splendour 
a;nd: the ineff·alMe glor.y of the Orea,venUes to see Himl fwce ,to fac'e, and to- kn'ow 
in our hearts that it is a:}.} through! the· 'bloold-I 1Jh<ink we wHI 'h,ave to sing 
then, I ·d'o·n',t think we can ·he~p it. ("H8!lleluja;ih!" ",PraJise' the Lord'! ") Tohe 
values of life wi·liL then ·be ~roper.ly a.ppmised, ·and we shalJl.. ,k1llOW 'WilLat they 
mean; we shaH kn'O·w the vllllue of the Mood of Chri,S't when 'W'e .see what He 
lWlJV·ed us dlrom; .from outer darkness' to Mghot, from death ,to I'ife, ·fr.orm hel'! to 
heaven, Tram likeneSlS .to Beerrzebub unto the ~mwge of His .son, P·raise His 
name for 'ever fo·r 'a· salvation like th'at. ("Harr,lelujah! ") 

You w:Hl -have to ela!borate ,t..'bJe text yourselves, aUJlrough I would· like to 
tai'k to you for -an hour o-r ot·wo yet. But when they thus sang, ·Wlh'en t·h.ey thus 
sang in· the ~eavenlies, J·o-hn s·aId, "-I 'behcld, and: I heard ,the' voice of many 
angels J'OIUnd a:bout the throne and the 'beasts and the elder:s"-listen-"and! 
the numlber of ,them 'Wa·s ten lbh'Ousand Urnes t'en theusand, and th'Ousands of 
thousands." No'W· get your ·ai!d·ing machine' .MI., they won't need any S,C1'\l­
tin-eers up tliere! T·hey won't need. ,anyon-e to count otb'e vot'es for J ElIS'I1S Christ 
up there, it will be aJbsolutely unanimous ("Amen'" ''H!tllel:uja.h!~'), "Ten thiou­
s'a.nd times ten th{lUsand, and thous'andis of ;thous·arius." 

Do you know what they. 'WIi.I:I' s.8.y-? They wHIl say, "Worthy is the Lam'b 
that was ;SIlain to- rec·e'ive"--'WMt-"Power", or autho~ity. ·T·here 'WIOn',t ·be any· 
question about the authority of Jesus ·C!hJrlst up the~e,: !by unanimous consent· 
t'h-ey wilrl ·ascriibe 'a;U a)lt.hori'ty in heaven·oan.d on ear,th, in tim/e and ·etern-ity, to 
the L3.llD.ib that was slain. WeH, be·gin now. Do It nolW. He is my Lord ·and. 
my God, and' I wm g'odng to h'av·e a controvlla'S'Y for ever with anyon-e 'Who would 
lim.it His 'authority. ("Amen! If) Let aU au.th'Ority be· ascr~bed to tJhe Lamb 
·Who :is worth'Y. 
, ... ' "Ricilhe's'" He is tire Ibed:r of arr,D th1ng,Sl; the· P,rilnce enteTs into pOSlse·sslon 

dl HIs in-heritanee; andJ 'al,l heaven iSa"id, "He .i·s wor.thy 'Of it. Let Him have' aXl 
,tne we·a-lth ·of the un~verse, ·~r He Ib.as desielfv-ed it; He ha·s red'eemed us 'by 
His ·blood." WeuJ:d' you like te have ·a mult!l-lIllilq~onaiil"e for your frieni!? Well,. 
g,et on goed terms with Jesus Ch.riat; ifOT aH' tbe -riClheSl of the universe are 
Itscri'bed to Hlim. "And w-isd·om;"! Wi-sdom! Dr. Driver s·aY'S·,that we Ib.'ave 
no me'an·s of 'knowing 'What J,esus' would have said if the question of ,the ·author-. 
s.hiIp· of Jonah were submdtted to Him-He did 1lIOt wait for it to be' su:b.mf.tted· 
to Him: He .said what He· k'new was .,tlfue. But, 'IDlY friends, 1lIP y'O·ni!er they 
wUl as·cribe ·aU wisdom .to Hliin. The Gospel is ;the wi-sdom of God, and the 
/powelf of God, to such as Me redeemed; an-d I believe it wHIl: ,be one o.f the joyS 
o-f he'aven for ever an·1i; evelf-wlhen. millenniu.mSl Ih'ave lbeen mu}otipl~ed' an-d mil­
~~ons of years have ~ssedJ---to stiiIQ stand, in rev·erent ·won-d·er hefore the m-a.ni­
fes.t wis'dO'lIl.' of our God· in Chri.sit. On, the ptty of 'lot, that ·little men Wlhose 
ibreath is in ·theiT no!stril"s, "Whose life is but a ,span, and ·at ·best who ,see but 
llh'l"o.1i;gh :a glass ·d~rldy, that they slb.oul-d sit in jud'gment upon the InClllrll4lAtion 
of etemal Wisd-om, Je'sus, the Lord! Praise God, the tilIne is coming when all 
w-i·sdoon wdH be '3lBcribe,d to Htm. 

NAnd strength, and: ho~our, ani! glory, and: 'bije.ssin:g!" I 'Wish I had time ·to 
g·o· on, How .m~'glhty He· is,! How IStrong He· ·is! And I ,tIb.~nk we 'wn~ sit down 
some .d'ay and' say, "Yeu rem·em'be'l' how we Il'ea.d, 'WILen a s·1Jrong moan ammed 
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keepeth his ,paia.ce, his goods' are in ,peace: but ·when a, stronger Itham iIl·e shaIiJ. 
come Il(pon ih-im, and overcome .him', ·he t'lllketh from hiIDl ·aJI h~s. ar,mour wh·erein 
he trus.ted, an,d d~V'id!eth his s'poi'~s' "_!hen we have seen eviI at the fiood, 
when we iIl'ave seen iIl,el,1 its~lf vomIt forth i1;S! 'opposdtion to God, 'When we 'have 
seen the conquering Gh!l'·ist ta'ke to Hi.mself His gIl'eat ilower and ,reign, we shaH 
ascrLbe .ength ,to Him. MightJyl! Al~ Mighty! 'For ev.er ,more! ".strength, 
an~ J:tonour, and glory, and ,Messing." . 

And then'-()h~ iIlear 1t-.l"An·d every ·cre'a.ture"! We heaT a .great d'eaJ about 
th'e confild ,between scien,ce a·nd !l'elligion'. Sometimes, I ·te:el like 'laug·hing at 
tlJhe wholl!e business. [think a lo.t of the'se' profelSlsors 'are, like some Httlle 'boy 
who come's ho.me :llrom the kinderganen Iclass: he has juS1t learned to 'spel'l c..a.-t 
and· -d.o-g, and -sum·e other words, an·d ihe wa.nts. a:H the fam~ly to assem.ble, to 
sut ·down and listen ;to tih~S! iJlJC8il'1latf.on of w1s·d~or no.w he has learned 
slomet·hing! Bu.t Wlhen J·esus taJkeS! t·he throne, 'and alll :heaven a·cc.laim Him as 
the Lord', then, John .said, "I hea!l'd"-first we see the inner circle, the eld'ers 
·and the qtlving crea.tures wLth the multitude of 'ange~ls, 'and the song wen,t out 
in ·ever-widening ci·rele, untU :at last John said that 'h'e he'am "every creature 
wMch is iill heaven", 'and! ,theIr 1iN)ng,s and haHeo}ujahs rang through !b:e'aven's 
haolol:s; every oerea,ture in heaven was ·praisin:g the Ua.m'b. And then-Jlisten-aJLl 
;the suns and s·ta,rs, a myriad 'Worlds, ·and till'e earth SIIlddenly be,came a·n·imate-d 
and voca'll, "and. on earth"; tJhe fiowers, the fields, the beasts--'8!II of them 
joining in' the gTeait ctlOI'US. And then, "under ;bhle earth, and ,such afll are in 
tiIl'e sea, and alI that are in ,them, h-ea!l'ldi I 'saY'ing, Bles'sing 'and (honour, and 
golol'lY, and power, !be unto him t;hat ISitteth on the 'tJhrone, an·d unto t'he Lamb 
for ever and: e:ver." Alw·a.y:s, the Lamb! Aloways ,the !blLood'! AliWays tihe 
Rede'emer! As long as ete'rna! ages' roll, thoat glorious 'hoa!I~eI'Ujah c'horus 
S'Weeps on, and· on, and' on', tiIle unilVeme proc'llaiwng the wond!l'ousne'ss of Hl~m 
Who -died for sin,nera. 

Oih, don't you want to 'be saved', un;Sla,.ved· man? Wh.at is 1:Jh.e us·e of t'aJ.kin.g 
about ihea·ven iIf you ·d'on',t ~ove ,th.e Lol'ld JelSlUS'? Wha.t is the use of asking, 
Wihat is essentiM ,to oSaJ'V&tion, and wh:a.t 119 not essentiwI to s;a!·vation? Cannot 
y,ou see that ,tIh'e very essence' of it an 'lIS .to. !be on te.rtns· of agreement with 
J'esuB Christ? T,hel'e lSI no other way, lot iiS not tJ:t·e ,gold·, nor the gates of 
:pearl;nor tIhe jaspem" 'WMIs: it 'lJs Jesus Oh·rist tihat is heaven i.tself, JSSlUS Ch!l'.ist 
Who is your ,Savdour. An-d He is sal,vlllllion f,trs'6lf. -Do IYOU not see t·hat He d1ed 
for you, ·paid M'l your debts'? Oh, I WIlsih, .that t!h~s evening we m!Jg:ht have-I 
know it is l:ate, and if IYOU .bJame me (or taitkling so long, 'bl'Y to ~be grateful that 
I -did not talk ,twice as ~1()n.g!-r wis,h we might 'hav·e, this evening a gr·eat con­
secra.tion sernce. Those of us w,ho bave Ibeen wa1ifued in the 'blood, m'ay we 
not have our vo!ices re.tunedi to sing His ipl"8Ii·se·s,.may we not have o.ur he'arts 
su.r:rend.B'I"BidJ to Him. And if any of you W:11'O ue not Chri·stillJtS', ·who came into 
this ihO'Use without Christ, yield to Him now. It is ,just as simple as tJ:tat. You 
saw this ordinanee to-ndg!IJt, you know 'Wfhat 'it .means: it meanS! that wJ:ten 
Jesus Chrilst died· on t'he cros·s, you dIed on the cross In Him; th:at when He 
wae ,buried, you were buried' in Him; and tha.t Wih'en He was .Mised· . from i!;h9' 
dead, you came out of :prisron, w'ith alI dJe,bts paid, a If Tee man in Christ Jesus 
the LOM. Tihat ds just Hds wa.Y' ,for you to maike' confessri.on of your id,enti-fica­
tion wtt'h Christ In deatb, a,nd ,budaJl, and resurrection. 

Let us bow in ·pr.ayer: T,hou gloriou.s LMnIb of ,Ca.Iovary, Thou 'Lam!b Who 
art 'in the midst of the throne, we !YIield our J:tearts to·T1H~'e, we ue 'Constrained 
to my,- . 

"'Nay, ,bull [ yietd, ,I yieI'li, 
I can hold ou.t no ,moore, 

I s-ink, ,by dyoing iave compel1led 
To own Thee Conqueror." 

Oh, ihelp ever,yone to y.ield ,to Thee. Are there nat ·man.y unconverted :people, 
or 'People who. were unconvert'ed, at thle beginning of this se.rvice, Lord, to 
w'hom T·hou hast spoken, wiat 'Thou .s:peak to them atH!}, and cons-train ,them to 
pu.t on the unIform, to id,entiifly .tlhemselves with -Gh·rist. Thou hast ,taugiht Uil! 
to s;ay, "God :be merciful to mle a sinonel'''; and if we' can say no more, we can' 
sa,.y th'at, and we can .rBElt In the alSSUl'anoe . .t'hat "Wih,osoever s'haH caQI on the 
name of the Lord s'haH ibe .sav·ed." Lord, bless uS! ~or Jesus' sake, Amen. 
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~bitorial ~ott~ 

THE CONVENTION OF ONTARIO AND QUEBEC. 

T·his week has been Convention week .tor the Editor. He ·was un8lble to 
take a vacatIon during the summer, Ibut the (Educational Sess"ion ·of· the Con­
ven·tion, ·while physically wearying, was as· entertaining and menta.lly diverting 
as a visdt to a Z'Oologicwlo gardens where all the funny ,creBltures of the forest 
sport them~elves. The Convention was supposed to ille engaged >in seriou.s 
business, 'and, indeed, in its! far-rea.ching effect, the 'business was se,ri-ous' 00 :the 
extent of !bei.ng tragic; /but seen from another angle it was as ludicrous as 
true latest lbook on evolution, which is always! the last word in human albsurd-ity. 
W'hen ihuman hatred puts on a religious. dress and assumes the role of iIl,ig.h 
prie&t, it inv;&r181bly plays the clown. We SUilPose~ .the story told Iby .the 
Chancellor of McMaster University at the 'Doronto Association last June Was 
the 'ultimate word !in vulg·arity wh·icb. ''!Christian'' education could produce; 
bu17 the (Ed,uocational 'Session of the lConvention suggests that !McMaster Uni­
vers.ity may not only destroy the 'B'a;ptist denomination, Ibut may aqso rob 
Bi1Jingsgate of Its pre-eminence as the wor:ld's u-l,timat.e 'school of vituperation 
and vulgarity. 

!Nothing 'Could! justly descri'be ,the Educational Session lO,f the IOonvention 
short of a ver.batim report of the speeches ·delivered. '.I1h.is we shall 'g1ve in our 
next issue, 'except for a ,few "vacuous" addresses whose only eontriobut1on was 
to the weariness of the au·dience. 

'W1ednesd·ay and Thursday evenings, grea.t meetings were held in Ja.rvis St. 
Church, -the aott<endance on each occasion exceed·ing illy some !hundreds the 
utmost capaeity of the Con·ven'tion church, particu·larly 'l1hur:sday, 'Wihen the 
IilLilding, so far as we 'COuId see from the piatform, was completely 1Hled. The 
plate 'COllection for the two meetings amounted to over six hundred dolla.rs. 
We shall l"e;IlIOO"t these mee'bings also nen wesk. 

UNITED STATES NEWS. 

Motel" . the Convention issue is d1spos~ of, 'We shaH hope to give more 
attention .to the immediate interests of our Unlted StateS l'eaders. 

LAST SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 

Tohe at.tendance at Bilble -School"l8Slt Sunday morning was 1~. The churCh 
was as .full as usuu in 17he evening when the sermon ap;pearing in thiB iS8lle 
was preached, and three lbelievers were ibBIptizedi. 

REV. T. I. STOCKLEY~S SERMON. 

The second sermon in this -issue:on, "The 'Root of the Matter," was prea.ched 
in Grand /Rapids, .Mich·., in the Wea'lthy St. Ohul'ch in oOnnection with the 
meetings ot ·th'e 'Michigan Orthodox ~a'Ptist Association. The sermon was such 
a blessing to our own soul that we prevailed upon M,r. Stockl'eY Ito allow us 
to print it in The Gospel Witnles8. ' When -we 'k·new him first, Mr. Stockley was 
pastor of the gr.eat West Oroydon T8Ibernacle, iLond'On, England, Ibeing ·successor 
to Dr. James .Spu:rgeon, !broth'er of the ·famous and, incomparalble C. H. ,Spurgeon. 
:Mr. S1lockley ie now representing the wor:k of our Jamaican BaptIst brethren. 

NEXT SUNDAY EVENING IN JARVIS ST. 

'. ISunday evening the Pastor will preach on ''The Leaven: of ·the McMaster 
Pharisees and Sadducees." 

.rl 
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THE ROOT OF THE MATTER 
A Sermon by Rev. T. I. Stockley, 

Late of West ·Croydon Twbe·rnacle, Lond'oil, nlOow of J8IllUIli,ca, W;I. 
Preached in WeaI.thoy St. Bruptist Ohuroh, Grand' RorupidSl, Mich., 

Frida'Y, .Se·pt. 28, 1926. 
"The ·roo.t of the matter is found' in me."-Job a:i3:. 218. "Rooted . . . in Him." 

-Col. ii. 7 . 

. Jo'b, the man of God, was 'bitterly ;persecuted Ibe-cause he was so grievously 
a;f1Hded. His so-called "friends" said the most 'bitter thjngs ·against IMm; but 
JOll ;knew that· ".the root. of ·the matter was found in" 'him, and that' he· was no 
hy,pocrite. 'So he remar·ked to his ".friends", ,s'eeing that the root is ,found in 
me "ye should say 'why perS'ecute we ·him?'·" [want. to lay hold of 'that pIh.rase 
-"the root." Then in Colossians, PaJll speaks 'Of the Christians to whom he 
wrote as having ;been rO'oted in oChrist. Our :Lord is the s·oil of the soul, and 
every f.true Cp .. ristain is rooted in Him. 

I propose., there.fore·, to spea;k of root matters; n'ot now of the root. aoctrine8 
of tJh,e -Christian Faith--though that subject is very necessary at IIilI times and 
especially necessary now~but the great rooll principle of the Christian Zife. 
And first we wil'l give 

I. A DESCRIPTION OF THE iROOT. 

It i8 the hidden tMng. It is easy ·for us to see the greater paTot of a tree. 
We can see ;the stem, the obr,anches, the foliage, the :flower, and in the season 
t.he fruit; ibut· the roOot is out of sight, Iburied in the earth. ISO t1hoe root principle 
of the Christian is hidden. Therefore, it does not consist in the ordinance8. 
It is quite possIlble to !be ,baptized, ,and ,to 'go to the Lord's Table, an,d yoet to 
know nothing o·f the root. The oibservance 'of ordInan,ces is an .outward visiible 
llhing, ;but the root is ohidden. Geo·rge Whitfield, wlhlO· along with J'ohn Wesley, 
w'as the instrument 'of t·he mighty revival1n England in the eighteenth century, 
tells that when he was a student at Oxford University, and W8;S a memiber of" 
the "Holy Clulb", he took the ,Lord's Supper every Lord"s 'Day, ,fast.ed twice every 
wee'k, and said his prayers nine times every day; and yet knew n'otihing of 
the great root princi,ple of the Christian Hfe. .So one ,fears that there are many 
who observe the ordi.nances reverently, and devoutly, and w.ho yet are entirely 
without tlhe root of the matter. And as the roo'll is n'ot found in the olbservan·ce 
of' Chr,i'sllian ordinances, neither is it found in church ~embership. It would," 
be a. JOY indeed if all church members had the root; but it is very evident that 
many have it not. ;As ,church members they may Ibe oullwaTdly consisten't, and 
correct in their I,ives, and yet .be entirely destitute of the root. ISo many think 
that it is quite the correiCt ·tIh,ing· to be a' member 'of a. church, and wh.en llhey 
have been. accepted as such t.hey ,thin'k all ,i.s well. And yet they may .kn·ow 
Zl'othing o·f the hid·den, vital thing wMch is cal'1ed the ·root. It, is serious to "vhink 
that a pers'on may ,be a ch-urcih mem'be,r for many years', and yet .be .wIthout this 
hIdden principle. Nor does the !'loot consist in religiou8 talk. There are .many 
who can speak quIte freely wbou't religious matters-mInisters, churches, 
methods of work, etc.-and yet Ibe utter stranger.s ·to the great· :principle we 
call -the root. n is possible', too, to 'understand intellect'uaHy much of the ,great 
Ohristian creea-the Deity o·f the iLord Jesus, Hi-s incarn·ation, His perfectly 
Iholy Ufe, His rich, atoning death, His glorious resurrection from ,the dead, His' 
ascension to the li'ather's right hand, and the hope of -His return. One 'may' 
have a fairly clear view of these .great 'facts, ·and truths, and yet ibe far away 
·from the root. There are many pers'ons who have quite a strong grasp of the' 
greal1 doctrines of the 'G'ospel, and yet no experien,ce of the root. Once more, 
it is quite possible to be en-gaged in wlhat is called Christian; work, an·d yet ;f)o lbe. 
destitute of the root. You may be a 'Sunday school teacher, a member of a. 
church choir, a dea:c.on of a church, and even a preacher, and.: minister, and yet 
be without the root. One of the dearest friends ,I ever had was a clergyman 
who once t'Old me his ex;periences~ He Ibe'gin his life as a ,clergyman in the 
days w·hen lIle was a strong high churchman, and thorough. ritualist. He thought 
he was qu·ite right, and in his· spiritual blindness· went on to fulfil his duties as 
a clergyman for a number of years. The day came, however, when under the 



, 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

w'Ollderful Ulumination of 'the Holy Spir.iu, he 'began to see his ,fa:lse position. 
The convicting power of the iSpirit .grew until Ihe "went >through a very hell'" 
in hi-s soul. 'But one day, walking on a 'country road, he talked wtth an 'Old 

. woman who was sf.llting :by the roadside, and this old woman led uh.e hIgh chu·rch 
clergyman to Jesus'! All those years- of his ministry up to llhat day he had 
been utterly ignor,ant experimentaHy ·of tlhe great .root !principle. ISo one may 
c(bserve reverently the :Christian 'Ordinances; !be a member of a Christian chu·rch; 
hold 'firmly the Christian creed; tal'k much on religi:ous su,bjects, and 'be engaged 
in the highest form ~f "Cbnstofan" wor.k and yet !know nothfn.g whatever of the 
root. All these thin;gS' are on t1he sur·face, they can :be seen; !but the root 
cannot ibe seen, it .is hidden. 

It is the living thing. 'Ifue root is a Hving ,prin'cillie' wrou.ght in ·uhe soul 'by 
the ,Spirit o·f ·God. lot is not a habit 'Of ·mind, nor a ;pMlos{)ophy; ,but it is a 
living tru~t in me living Saviour. It is the whole inner man ,going out 'Of itself, 
and repos'ing its entire 'con,fidence in u1l,e ~rd Jesus. It is ",believing with the 
heart.". The Lord Jesus is the ;Soil of the soul, and ,by a vital trust we ·are 
rooted in Him. 'In -Gal. 'ii. :20, .St. 'Paul says-"the life that I now live in tib,e 
fieeh (I.e., in the Ibody) .I 'live ,by the fai:th of the 'Son of God." The experience 
of Martin Luther is to llhe ,point ,here. iBeIng under deep conviction 0·( sin, and 
yearning ,f·or the Gm{)owled'ge 'of forgiveness, he was advised to ,go to the "holy" 
city of Rome. He went., ·and was led t'O seek the :bLessing he ,longed ,for !by, 
c1im.bing the santa scala (the :holy 'stairway) on his hands and knees. He 
began to do this, .and after clim'bing some distance, the !S·pi·rit of GOd, senu a 
great fiashing message into his' soul-''Mia.r1ll.n Luther, the just shall -live BY 
FAITH!" It is said that Luther sprang to his .feet ashamed of endeavouring to 
win 'by tOil, and effort, wh:av could 'be his 'only 'by faith. TMs heart confiden,ce 
in the 'Lord Jesus ,tibat we call ,faith, is the ·great root princi,ple. Have we got 
it? Is our religion aU external; or have we t'he hidden vital reality? . 

The living root. d·oes many things. For example, it unites the tree with the 
earth. And a livi.ng ·faith un'ites·t,he soul to the Lord Jesus. This Is a w.ondel'ful 
truth, and so many metaph:or.s are used in the New ~est'ament to set it ilorllh. 
We read of tibe vine and the branohes; of the ibodY'with its head and members; 
of the Bridegroom and the 'bride; all teUiDIg us {)of the same Divine fact tba·t. 
t~e trusting soul is vitally united with ,his ,Lord. H'OW our hearts s'hould rejoice. 
in this! 'Wihll;t a' sense of 'certainty this ,fact should impart, and of dignity '1-oo!' 
Q~e with Christ the Eternal ;Sl()n of .Gl()d; "neirs of God and joint heirs with' 
Jesus Christ": .this is a ·fact so 'sublime that if it· were n'Ov stated 80 clear-Iy 
ip. .. the. writte.n Word we' dare not dream of it. iBu,t it is glorious'ly t.rue that 
heart trust in the .,saviour m8lkes' us eternally one willh Him. >But 'the root 
~()es more: it appropriates the nutriment in the soil for the tree's growth. 'I1he 
little tasters. p.ush out into the earllh ever searching f·or the ri·chest, and the. 
best, and then IliPPl'Io,priating io1. 'So our iPersonal trust in the Lord Jesus 
appropriates from Him 8111 that we need. His fulness is 'limitless, &D·d infinite 
In variety, so thall· whatever the s'oul's nee,d may ,be at any hour it can take 1n, 
to: its -utmost. capacity. Is it forgiveness tJhat we want? He can "aJbundantly' 
pardim". Is it 'rest of soul we need? He ,bids' us come to Him and Mve it. Is 
it life that we desire? In' Him we can have it "more abundantly". 'Is i't pea:ce 
of heart? We can wow a. "peace that iPasseth al'1 understanding". Is it joy? 
We may h·ave "j'oy unl!lpea:k8lble and ·full o·f gl,o·ry". 'The richest. and !best llhat 
the heart can ·crave is In Hiin, and we may apllropr.ill;te all that we lhave capacity 
to receive at any hour. 'Shall we not do' it now? So the ·roo.t is the hIdden 
thing, and the livin.g thf.ng .. .And . 

It is the fi:cing thing. The root fixes the tree in the earllh. YIOoU may gather 
a !beau·tiful ,bouquet of fiowers, and give -it to your dMId -in .the morning, and 
tiefure the d!ay is passed those fiowers may Ibe 'S'Cattered over the d'istri-ct-they 
liave 'been se'par8lted from the root. ·But. an,y 'tree uhat you may h.ave i·n you.r 
garden, you 'wow rema:i"ns in the same ;place. You ·don't ·find th8lt tree changing 
its place. .So is i·t wI-1:!h the man who 111 rooted in Christ. !Now, to some persons, 
religio.n is a mere matter 'of dress, they can put til on ·llo-day, and take it oft 
to-morrow: i,t is a mere creature 'Of circumstan'Ces. ;Some !P9Ople are just what 
their company is: they, ,chameleon 'Ii'ke, taike on t·he colour 'Of their surround·· 
fngs. Not so wIth the man who is rO'oted in Christ,-;be is the same everywb.ere.· 
He :is a man of God in Ms priva1le Ufe-his 1nner ibeing is .n-ot the "cage 'Of 
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ever.y unclean and hateful bird". He is a man of God in his home-his wife 
and ·chHdren know that. I[n his ,business Hfe he is' !known as one wih() 'Can 'be 
trusted utterly. An'd in hi-s social, and cbur-cb, and :puiblic 'life he Is the same­
a man of God. Being rooted in Christ has ,given him fixity lO.f character. He is 
in Christ; always.In Christ; everywhere :i.n Ohrist-a fine relililble character, 
knOW!! actuaUy ·to ,be w1ha:t he .professes to ·be. 

It is the rest-giving thing. By means ·of the root the t~ee has rest. 'l1be 
heath in the desert may !be at the .mer-cy of every wind that iblows; ibut the 
rooted tree rests. And the living trust of the 'SOul in :Christ gives :it rest. 
Through ·faitoh ~n the iLord Jesus the whole man finds rest. There is rest. ,~r 
the conscience in the peace-speaking !bIood of the cross. tAs 'Bunyan's' .pilgrim 
iost his ibur·den of sin when he gazed u.pon the cross, and n·ever saw :that !burden 
any more; S() the soul .that trusts ;in Him who ;put away sin by the sa.crifioe 
I()f Himself enters into ,perfect,. rest of conscien-ce. Tih·ere is also rest for the 
intellect in the certainty of our ·Lord's Word. The mind· is not tossed to and 
fro 'by the uncertain·ties of men, and the gues·ses· 'and iperhapses' Qf human 
teachers, 'but can lean in rubsolute confidence upon His sure, eternal trutoh, and 
so find, con-tinuM ~est. His Word settles eve·rytlb.ing. Then there is rest for the 
heart in :tlbe infinite loveliness ().f .the 'Saviour's perSlOn.· The affections do not 
need t'O 'be searching for an object worthy tlbeir regard, 'they are more than 
satisfied' -in the indescrlJbable ibeauties of ·our !Lord. He is the .chiefest amQng 
ten thousand, and the Altogether Lovely One. The trusting heart is enthraHed 
w.ith His !beauty;. What rest this .bring·s! Yeto agatn, there is rest -for the .will 
in His supreme -lordship over ·the· soul. To ihave His all-mastering oontrol­
the control of perfect love, and per-fect wisdom and per.fect justice, means the 
most deUg:htful ,peace and rest that,. the will of man can know. And ·thus the 
whole man finds fullest rest in .the Lord Jesus. The root is :the rest-giving 
thing. 

It is the productive thing. iEvery·thing is ;produ'Ced from the root-the 
stem, tJhe ,!bran'Cbes, ·the foliage, the fiower and the fruit. Wlithout the" ·root 
there 'COuld !be none 'Of these. The one productive thing in the life is a 'livlng 
t.ru·st in our livin·g Lord. UIlibeUef iproduces nothing. II> ·is· the man who 
believes who ·does sometlb.ing. Faith works. Tum.to Hebrews xi. e.nd see the 
story there lO·f worlks done, the victories won, sufferings endured, and 'wonders 
wrong·ht, and ,then remember that aU tbese things ~'re carried througlh by 
taith. Faith was the mightoy ~wer by which every victory was won. Faith 
produces. - ~is invisi'ble root. is_the secret cause of all the outer man1.festationa 
of religion. ,Let us .tJherefore ask again: Am I rooted' in the Lord Jesus? .Am 
I rep08in.g all the confidence and' trust of my ibeing in Him? "!bus the l'oot ia 
the hidden thing, tohe Uvl·ng thing, the fixing thing, the rest-giving -thing, and 
the productive thing. This leads us to our second consideration, viz.: 

II. THE .IMPORTANCE OF THE ROOT. 

We see tM importance of its presence. Lf what ·we have already said &s 
true, then how tremendously im'pol'tant ~s the ipresen·ce of the root! lit ia 
essential 1lo the life of the tree. "Without faj·tb it is >impossilble :1lo p~ God". 
"Apart from .Me," says our Lord, "ye can do nothing." Faith is the ihand that 
grasps the Unseen, and ·tha.t hand is of supreme importance. Wm. Rom·aine, 
a mInister of :the eighteenth. cen·tury, began a 'New Year's message to his :P8ople 
.by 'sayin'g: "Let this year be .tamoU&-'-jamous for believing." Tohe present 
peri'Od' seems to ',be ·famous llor dou.blling:' an·d dou·bt means d·eath. ' Faith 'On 
the other hand means Hfe-vlgourous, fruittul 'life. . T>he root is also essential 
to· fruitfulness. There can be no ,fruit wh:ei'e there is nQ root.: ,'When one care· 
fully surveys the .professing church, one is impressed with rt.'hIe vast amount o~ 
barren Christian profession in the world. It is >impossible to yield' ·the frui1l 
of the :SpIrit without the 1l00t of a living .tm·st -in our iLord. Wha:t is fruit! 
Is it not the overtlow of life that pours Uip ·from -the roo1l ·into th'e stem, through 
the 'branc'hes, and then ex.pressing 1t&el·f in fruit? There must, therefore, ibe 
the rOlo.t j·f there is to :be .fruit. Tbe TOOt.· is also essential to endurance. All 
life 1.s ,tes1Je·d and our spir.i-tuaI Ufe is supremely tested. In the tropics, where 
I am serving the Lord, plant life is .tested in two ways a.t -l'e8.st. It l·s tested 
'by the tropioal sun. In Qur :Lord's wonderfui paraJble of the sower, He .tells' of 
~eed which ·fell ,upon stony ;pla-ces, and' He sa.ys, "When the sun was up &t was 



Oct. ;lU, 1S26 THE GOSPEL WITNESS . (4;6'9) 13 

scorched, and Ibeeaus'e -it ·had no root, it wi'bhered away." Now, the sun :was 
not. placed in the :heavens to wither up ,plants 'and trees, Ibut ,to develop them 
and, given suf·ficient rootage and mOisture, this is what 1t does. In inte11Preting 
His own 1l8Xa:ble, our Lord ·tells us' whato the sunshine is. 'SpeaJkiilg stHI 'Of the 
stony ground ·bearer He says, "Yet hath he not root in h;imseIf, Ibut duret-h for 
awhile: for when tri'bulation or ,perseeu'llion ariseth !becau.se of the Wiard, by 

. and iby (or immediately) he is offended." ISo ·'tri,bulati'On" and ",persecution" 
are Ood's sunshine. ~f we are weI-I rooted ;in Oh~ist this sunshine wiU develop 
the life wonderfully and 'beau1.oi:fuHy. But if there Is no root t·he sunshine 
scorches an'd ,buTIls up the plant. U is well to remember .what is God's sunshine 
-what it is' which un-folds t.he Christian me dn:to its full ,beauty. It is not 
ease and oomfor.t. These do not make 'beautiful 'Characters. The man who 
quIckly and easily sprin.gs from comparative poverty 1.'0 ,comparative wealtlh. is 
not usual'ly a noble character. It is rather .the person who has passed under 
the 'hot rays 'Of trilbulation or persecution who :becomes lbea.ut.Uul In character. 
The testing !by sorrow and distress under the sanctifying power of the Spirit of 
God, wonderfully enrIches tohe lUe. 'But if there is no root, then trilbulation and 
persecution will soon wither up thte plant. 'llhe roo·tless p·rofessor ,falls away 
in the day of testing. The I()·ther form of testing in the tropics is the tempe8t. 
When the hurricane comes there is no ,chance for a rootless tree. I-t is of ben 
a hard task even ·for a well· rooted tree to stand up against the blast. I have, 
In Switzerland, seen a tree stan-d'ing out on a rocky crag, iknal"led and! uncomely 
in form, but to me a handsome thin-g, Ibecause it· sVan'ds, and 'has stood', against 
many a tempest, and 'holds on still-indeed, grips the 'l'Oclc !below all the more 
ftrml-y 'becau'se 'Of each wInter's Btorms. And it is a nO!ble si·ght. to see a man 
or woman severely .tested by storms of temptation stand.fng firm tohroug.h all 
because deeply 'l'()I()ted. But ·without root how can a tree hold up against the 
hurricane? And so we often see young pepale who have been brought up in 
the m.idst 'Of religious sUrroundi.ngs, and who themselves Beem to be' religious, 
go outo in,to the 'larger towns or 'Cities away from home, who, wihen the storm 
of .temptation !ilweeps their way, are hurled into ·the mud 1n awful numbers. 
And why have they 'been swept down so? Because their religion was only 
superficial-there was no root. If ,they. had been rooted tbey WOUld' haV1e been 
a'ble to stand. Years ago SiT Charles. Warren went out from IEngland to 

. Jerusalem to do some excav8ltion WOl"k tohere, and by much ·lsJbour unoover.ed 
t:b.e ,foundation stones in the south-eastern corner of the wall of the clty .. He 
found, that ,they bear the marks o·f the Tyrian ibuilders who 'helped ,Solomon 
in hie day; and further he f()und that those :foundation sOOnes' were not laid 
on the rock, !but laid right into the rock. .And so, although the clty has ·known 
some twenty-sIX sieges, and experienced:' count'less storms since Solomon's day, 
the foundation stones are not moved, flhey are still In their place, because tthey 
are laid into the TOck. And thte soul that 1s rooted into Christ can face any 
. tempest and 81bide unmoved; 'but the rootless' tree cannot stand when the 
bempest !beats. ,How important, then, is th~ root (,f we would endure unto 
the end! 

The importance 01 the cuztivation 01 the root. 
-If we 'have the root we shouId ·'give.' earnestthouglb..t to its cul-tivation. 

Root grow,th is much need,ed, f-Qr. the:~nemy's_aim'so often 1s lilt 1lbe root, 'seeking 
to dislodge us from our tp1-ace in' the Lord Jesus. iSometim.es 'with a gardener 
the care of all cares is the root of a plant; and God, the Great Husbandman, 
takes ·great tpains with our root. -M-QSeB was forty years in tohe wilderness when 
·.he lIed ·from Plb.araoh. He was .there growin·g roots. ;Paul was th~e years fn 
Arwbia growing ·roots; and sometimes we are put aside in >the quiet., away from 
the rusih, of d'aiiy life, in order that we may grow 'l'OOt& •. lAnd . roots g,row chIefI.;y 
in the winter. . 

iNow, in order VC) cultivate our roots we need to remove an hinarancell. 
:S.ometimes there are things 'allowed in the life that hinder the gl'Ow.th of our 
faith: these :things need to lbe dealt witib. Miss '~myley, in Iber pretty littIe 
book ailed 'IGarden Gral-th," teHs of some Easter Uly !bulbs 'which she ;pla.nVeil 

. and all ·the lilies of which ·grew beauti.f.ul1y except. one. 'She woOndered why this 
"one did not grow'liike the rest; so 'shegaV1e <It l.lIpeCial attention; yeti; tliere was 
'no growth, so atter a while·sIb.e put her'hand int'O the earbh 'and Ibrolight up ·ilie 
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,bul'b to see what was amiss. She' discovered that the lbul'b 'Of the Easter 'lily 
was -enca,sed in the roots of a wild clematis which ,grew nearby. (Now, the 
Clematis was aU right in its' ,place; ibut.its ;place' was nou round the !bulb of the 
Easter l'ily. W1hat did ,Miss 'Smyley d·o?· 'She had: no mercy on those 'Clematis 
roots, ,but -tore tlhem off one by one, until ·the IbuIb 'Of the lily was entirely free, 
.and then she placed -it 'back a:gain i,n the earth. fl'hen uhis bulb grew 'beauUfully 
like the others. Sometimes things which aI"e quite right in their :pIace, ,get· 
round the 'secret of our life and hinder our growth. 'Business ,is quite right. 'iii. 
its oplace supposing .that ,be an ;JJ"onourwble ,busin·ess; Ibut i·f a man geu3 albsorlbed 
.in·1busines,s, so tha:t he has little or no time for secret ,prayer, 'Or the quiet study 
of the Wl()rd of God, ·or for real spiritual service, then that ibusiness has ,got int{) 
the wr.ong lllace. Or recreaUion, or reading, or politics, or social servIce, or 
other th.ings that may -be quite right In thei-r rplaoce, if they are all'O'Wed to steal 
.away the time that we sh-ouId give to prayer and spirit.ual ministry, then they 
are in their wrong ,place. W·hau must we 'do? We must do as !Miss :Smyley did 
.with the Easter lily 'bul'b. We must free ,our life ;from every enchainin·g thing. 
Every thin'g that oh'inders our highest IUe must Ibe torn away; for our faith 
:must. !be ,free ,to 'grow entirely un'h:ind·ered:. In Job we read, "The: righ.teous sha1i 
bold on his way, and ·he that 'hath clean hands shaH wax stronger and s·uronger." 
The clean life is the ·growing life. . 

'Then 'sometimes a 'flower or ,plant cannot ,grow because it is pot-bound. 
'There is not room enough ,for the plant, and: so it is stunlfed. Therl'l is ·great 
danger to-day of many souls 'becoming pot"bound. Tohey are ;pIa,n;ted 'into some 
·m·an-made cli,risll, who ;is neit'her perfect God nor 'Perfect man-a 'small human 
'christ. with all the limitations and failures of man. f.rhere "1-s not room enough 
'in a 'chri:st ·li'ke thait ,for any soul to grow. WIe need the great Christ- 'of {hll 
'Word of .ood, the One ,Who is God, in whom ",dwells alI the ·fullness of th!l 
'God'-head 'bodily"; "t'he One W;JJ,0 is also lPerfect man; ;the inff·nite Christl Wlio 
can satisfy' the yearnings /()of every human SOIII. This iChl"ist of IboundneBfi, 
fulneSlS, 'a,nd boundless love, and power, has 'ample r·oom ,for all men who are 
rooted in Him to grow to all eternity. No soul !(}8.il ever lbecome opot,bound 
'i/n' Him. 

Moreover, in 'Order iffuat our roots may grow we should. feed. them. lMany 
persons seem to take greatl pains t{) teed ,their ,douillts; let uS' feed, our faitlJ,. 
'''Fal'th cometh ,by hearin'g and heariiLg ;by the 'Word of God." ,S'o .j,f we drink 
in m-ore and more of the .Word of God, as God's Word to us pe1'SlOll8loJy, our 
~·.faith. will grow eXoCeedingly.;' We shouI,d 8J.so e:cercise our faith if we would 
'have dt to grow ....... that is, we should ·take "the ,promises of God and use them. 
'Paul sets us a fine .exaIIllPle here. When !he 'cried .to 'Go'd to rom-ove ·the "tliorn" 
··ltrom his fleSh, vhe Lord said to him, "·My grace ,is sufficient for thee, ,for my 
'strength is "made'perfect in weakness." ,Paul did not say as many Christians 
·d~, ",LoveIy words!" and! tMn leave. tlu!m. !Paul took them ·at once to himself, 
and resting upon them, sal-d, "!Much I"ather 'therefore ,win ![ glory in ":m,y 
-infirmIties ·that tJhe power of 'Christ may rest ;u,pon me." iLeu our fa:ith 'be in 
(lonstant use moe that, and it wi'll grow. 

We may well cultivate our .fil.fth; for ·therein lies our power. ''This is the 
'V'IdJory .that overcometh, even our ,faith ... ·· ISir J. ,D. m::l(~ker, in one 'of his !books 
~on Bobany, ,says that there is more destruction of 'property !by the 'power IOi 
.growing roots th'an 'Iby ·any and every 'Physical catastrophe. lMany 'Of us ,have 
probalbly seen hllge masses of rock· split in two ,by the power 'Of a growing ,root 
'whIch started as a very tiny thin'g. Here is the church's pO'Wer ,to-day-her 
-firm, deep, growing faith in the 'Lord' Jesus. Let .this ,fail and she .fails; 
lbecause faith is the ehaJinel through ;which the mighty ,fulness of God's power 
"flows hl:to her life. Oh,.have faith, in God! 

:11[. 'fBE SACREDNESS OF THE 'RooT. 

:If we have the.great root princi:ple of .faith, 'h'Ow, sound a thing ,that. root is! 
See it' p013e83ion,. Are you reaUy rooted in Christ! Then 'all tlhat is 'in 

'Christ is y'Ours. "He 1s made unto you ;wisdom, and righteousnesa, and sanctol· 
.fication, and redemptllOn." The who'le wealth of .graAle !in Him .1& ·YOUTS. It 1 • 
. great, 1ndee,d:, when you .posse83 your possesaions. Wlhat a !pity lot seems that 
~'he'Ufe of man,. of 'Us Is so ,pool'l and ·f,raU wh~n aH the fulness of ·Chr.ist is ·for 
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. us. W1hy do we- live in the outer porch wheili all tlhe 'riches '0>1: the King's Palace 

.are ours? 0'11, how infinitely wealtJhy we -M'e in Ch'rist if we are really roote'd 

.in Him!' Wie do well sometimes to try ·to ·go over all our possessions in Christ, 
_and then turn and see how many o.f ·these possessions -we have in actual Ei~pEiri­
.enee. (M:'ore and more let u-s possess our possessions. 

The soundness 01 the root is seen in its_ possibilities. 
These are 'perfectly 'beyond oua' loftiest -dr.eam. We have n'o con,ception of 

what is possilble in clharacter ·and: in infiuence if we are i'ootled in Christ. With 
lIuch perfecUy /boundless supplies of gra'Ce and ,bleseing in Him, none can tell 
the heigh,ts of 'character rp-ossl;ble 'Or ·the marvellous infiuence ,possi'ble to any ot 
us. . At Hampton Oourt 'Palace in -'London, 'England, 'there is a wonderful vine 
whose roots are so near to the river that when ~)'ld father Thames comes along 
with 'hi·s rich ovenflow, he lays aH -alon·g over the ro'OtJs of that vine his won-der­
,ful1y rich ,deposits: and ,thus virt~allY the vine has the fulness of the Thames 
-to draw upon ·for i.ts support. No wonder it is 8Ible to yield: wch wonderful 
bunches of ma:gnificent ,grapes. 'Oh, what is :possi/ble to us with. all the fuI-ness 
that is in Christ to draw UpOoIl! !Let us gaze -a:gain upon :His infinite 'fulness, 
·an·d i'hen Uft our head to see what we may become /by drawing upon that 
·fulness to the ·ut,most of oU'r ca:pacity. Let us gaze again- upon tha:t fatJhomIess 
su.pply, and ·tJhen look -out and see how marvellous our Infiuence maY_!be. Oh, 
let. us "dwell deep" and send OUit OUT roofls unto the River, until we 'grow into 
the full splendour -of the Ukeness of our ,Lo.rd, -and: are used Iby Him i·n ·blessing 
.to otl).,ers !beyond our wildest dreams. 0'11, Ibe sure .that you are "l"OO1Jed in Him." 
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-Vo·l. 1. T. T. SHIELDS, Editor; 

THE T·RUE VINE • 

. Lesson Text: John, chapter 15. 

No.4. 

.. 'Golden Text-"Abide .in Me, and I· in .you. As the branch cannot bea,r 
_fruit of. itself, except. it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide 
in Me" (Jloihn 15: 4). 

J. THEPARA'BLE O'F THE VINE AN,D THE B'RANCHES; 

... ' 1. The vine and! 'the bra-nches are one: "The vin-a of ·tJhe Lom _of Hosts" 
(PIS. 86) Drought forth wlUd' gol'1apes (La:. 5,; Ezek. "1'9 :-10) ; Isree'l b:8\c'a'i:ne "an 
empty v-ioIl·e-' (Hos. 10:1-). T·hieI !fa'iJUJr.e of I'Slrae1 ,to· 'realize ·the ·i-deaJ. 'leads OU'l' 
-lib'rd, a:s the- .t!r'u,e lSa'.a:el of GOO" ,00 say, 1 'a.m' ltIhe :veri-ta'b~-9 (or, idea;l<) V.illle, lin· 
'Cil-u d ing (as tJhoe oonIDeXit S\hOow's) j,n, the idea of Hb:~ -COIlllPlet.ePelnsOilJaildty a·il 
'the -'\}raoIlichresthoat der:iv·e -the ill' ijdfe ·fl1'1O'IIll Htm. 1 ,w'!'tJ1i, the ;bra!llChes', 1 .invo1v:ing 
'My·rela.tion 00 .tJhe bl'lam.-cihes a.nd :t:Jhe-iroSi to Me-I as 1Jhe iUi:-e-prin;ci.ple of bou­
. m-an.itY, to:goel1:.ihle.T with: ',tihlOSoe -who. :aTe oli:ving in M.e:--ClOonSoti-tJu·te tIlIi~ 8Ire the veil'li-

, table vine of prophecy; the true Israel of God. So that. this ;passage; ,from vss. 
'1-10; denotes' and: :e:x;poulIlldiS w'iItJh! al·l d:eta.il ,t!he'lid'ea eJs9Wlhet;e exproes:sed· 'by It.Ihe 
-ib:ood 'aiDd ,m-E~mlbe'l'ls of a' 'body. SometJimes ·-the td·eIl. rof ·the .paris< l>redomina,tJes 
:over' the idea; of t'hel uni1ly. :and, someltiimes· the -un'IitIY .tTi:u.mlpb.s 0\"91" ,tJboe -paTlts; 
'but 'rin -true !relation between· Ohriet am·d !the 'people oif. -His ~ve iIlboey wro& Of,teDI 
liO·st si·gh\t. of 1m: 'H~in, t831di He berOOlIIllelSo tJhe oo'ly Peir>&on-a:lJvttY, ·TII;l.e 'T' of I\JhWS 
,paisa:ge :is oolt tbaot of il:Jhe 08ite!l'rulJ1I -Dog;os, nor -is lit ·tJh-e .m:'e'l'e hnl.~, 'nOll' lis 
it 'simP1'Y' the Divine-hUDlJan Personllll-iotJy, ·bu.t the new existence 'WIh:ich, Iby union, 
'With Him', ·forme.d' one penl'Olll:a;ge 'Wliothi HIm,--iIihe Ibellliever DeilIllg uoIllited: to H'iaD 
as He to Ijjhe Fl8:tIh.er. . 2. There are branches ·that appe'ar to ibe· grafted into 
Christ, -they may even -'have some s-a·p, be. green; . a:nd: yet .ftl;lit!e8s.. Tihoe same 
:p.rinciple 'is- set forth·in ·tJhe ·parable ()if ~ 1Saw'.er: the seed! if;hiaJt-~l:l- :in ''soon:'y 
places"·8IIlidJ "among· 1ibJoms" bore no ·dlruit (Ma.tt .. 13"·:'6 I8Jli!l; 7). -WlbIat!!' .~ctnWe 
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we hav>e hElll"e' of 1Jhe !professi!IlJg cihu'l",ah,! How man'Y f,rud.-tl:es·s' ibran'c.h!es !t.here 
&r·e wh'ioh. pro1less. to be' 'llQ'l't of .the Vin'e! Suoh bl'!a1lJch'6s' the Div·i!IlJe 'H'lIsba:nd­
man ,w,~1Jl ,tia'ke ,aW'ay. 3. But he will ,prune -the fruitful branch also "that it may 
bring forth more fruit" (,va. 12). We do ,w,ell !to rem'60mbe'r that the Scr.ipwre 
is .f·ull o()If l1leacih:ing II:Jo ;fJh,e edIelot 'tha,t .tJhe Lord :&ub~,ects His ,c.hd.ldrell1 ,00 Sotem. 
d,i'sci-plin,e (Heb. 1'2:4·13; I ,Pet.'6or '1:6, 7; II -Cor. 4':15-1;8). 4. A suggestion of 
the Divine method of purg,ing the fruit-bearing branches is given in, verse 3:: 
"Now ye' are dean tJhrougih ilhe Wwd Wlhiich I have iSlpoken unto :1'01Ui." Tlhie 
Word is Irepr.as.ente'd as a: sword or '][:ni:lle ,Wih'iJch, 'cuts· (oHeb. 4: 12); iit is- '1'IepTe­
sented all!so as water (-EPb.. 5:26): "T,hat He_ .mi.gd1.t. ilIllJD1ctify a·nd' cleanse i,t wjd;!h 
thoe walSihi,n'g of wlalter by thie Wwd'." T.h.us 'if Woe lSulbmi.t to the '8iuthorit/y of 
God's WOIrd" ,it W1iIlJli 0!fJt6111.' Icome to us Ill& a p:l'IUJIl'iDig ,knJiife, ,cutt.ing wway even 
those things Wlhlich are leg,itim&te, iJ'IEmlJOV~ DOlt ,only the 'sm" :but every ,we1glh.t, 
in ICrd,ea' to our 'iD!CiJ'lea:smg ,Iir,u'iitfulness. And, as we ,S'll'bInJilt ,00. it, lit w,jjlJl, ad8'O 
come ,00 'IlI& wHh, the ciQoIing TefreBlhm!en't of a clietllllsIng. 'stt.ea.m. 5. The soul'. 
commerce with Christ must not be occasional and spasmodic but continuous: 
wh18teVl6lr dlr'IlliJt Wie ibea.r is1lrom Hlim': .W1ha-t sa,.p .lis. ,tb ,thle'vine, Ibh.e. -HoI.y. ,S~pl!rj,t 
ds to -the 'beUev,er: He i811Jhe v,ery iliiIfe of' God :lin, tJhe iSOllIl; and we can 8JCCODlIo 
p-I'ish nothling Ibut 'b!y Hils. wbiidm'g, but as we Illbdde in Chnst ,we sihaJl;l! Dl'Iimg 
fo,r.t.h iIIl1UOh. f'ruit. Wh:aJt; ,tJh.alt j1ru:tt :is alPpeal'lS !In Gal. 5: '22, 23'. In' CIODlt:lrast W'i,th 
tlhis, ,severed from, Oh.r;Lsit, our llel~lQIwsh:ip 'Wiitlh, Him: ibroklen, we ca,.n, do .DJ01th.!.ng. 
6. There Is even a human judgment passed upon a fruitless professor: "'Men 
gabh6lr ,tthem, amd- cwst Ibhoem Iintb the twe, and ,1lh.ey aJ1'I6! illumed" (vs.6). No.­
It.h.ingiJs m'Ol'Ie ,(}Ishonor!i.n.g ,bo, God than: -a .fu1uJiltless, ortih.od~y, than a lllife!leu 
pl'!ofl'ssi-on; I8JI1d llllOthilllg is DlOl'Ie di'SlgUSting- even to· mien 'Of ,the worlid,. 7. The 
relation of fellowship to prevailing prayer Is taught In vs. 7. It:rs a mjaJttelr 
or expell"iellllce tJhaJt ,the' s-tudy aIIld a:ppli-oaJtwilll of 'God',s> WO!l"Q 1h'lllSl a dill':9Ct Il"& 
lation _to 1Jhe Hfe of pra'Yer, that eaclL IIlICts Bind' re'alcts U'poIIl, the obher; a'IlId: our 
Lord .here ,tel~!S :us ,that the conddltion o,f ,prevadoli'ng prayer lis ibhJa.t Will wb-ide .tn 
Him anod Hils words .a.'biide d'IIi us. 8. God is glorified, not In little, but In a·bun­
dant frultfulne8& If 1Jhere.is a IiittIe trwi't OD> the lliree·, a ISIIIlIWU cluster odl gtrai)Ell& 
.here -and ,tlheI'l6'---'a!ll.,d, for ,the most ,paJrt, Ihidn'en, under ,the :Leave&-it ,Wdl!lJ DJOII: 
atlira-ct miUlclh attentiJo,n; but 'willen ,th.e iM'a:nchies ~e ibowedl OOWill' wtith! ;f.r;u~.t" fit 
challenges inepeictJlon aIIl.d' ibr:inp hOl!lor to the vilne-.d,l'Ies8'Ell" :whb 0IlII'9S :fOIr ;Lt. 
So an aDund!aDJt:Jly :Ilrui\tf-u1lJ 1iIfe w,i,H bring glory to Ood. 9. I n obedience con­
sists the secret 'of fulness of joy. His comm·andmen.ts a:re not grievous, Hia 
law los not mad'e up of arbitrary prohiibitions; it is a. .traDlS'Cl~Ipt of H~s own 
natu'l"e; ood' He speaiks ,to WI ,tha-t we may know His W'aIY of l~, aIIld' Ith,wt HlIl8I 
joy may re,main in iUS>. . 

II. SUN-DRY TEAC.HINGS AND ADMONITIONS. 
1. Christian love Is to be sacrificial. Blow tremend'OUIS thIe IIIIlIplilJcratlJon of 

,tlhIa teaclhdlllig, l1lhat a 'Clh!rdstian should iJJove to the poIlnt of :J8yd;ng dowII: this·-,LIfa 
(vsa. 1l!, 1'3)! 2. We are called the friends of Christ because we are taken 
Into His confidence (vs. 1-5)'. This isH:11lJll1fJrJated, i,n the 1d~ of A'birIalham 'WfhJo 
was ,called' God's friend (Gen. 18: 17-22). 3. We are divinely chosen that we 
may be fruitful In I!fe arid lilffectlve I~ PMlyer (v,&. 1.'6). We are 8JCtuaIJIlly caMedJ 
Ion to ~etHowlSil1ip ,W/i,tih HI,mJ 10 be H;is lrem,embran.cerB. 4. The believer Is warned 
what to expelct 'from the world (vss. 18-21): It iSjvery !imaIor.tant to mllike this 
clear, ,espeiclall'Y :tlO yOlUllllg, ,people wib:o aIr6 s-uib~~ ItJO 60 lIWIIY temlptajtiOIlJS ~ 
the 'a'N.u·rement Of ,the world aoout them. Nowllldays, too o·tten· the chu~oh-' of 
Christ mta;kes 'a'IiliilJiiin.gis. 'acOOl'ld!i!ng' ·to tal,e pallitem. lSeel!lJ :in, ,thie worlid insteadJ or 
accordiDIg to .uie patteni. seen in- 1:Jhe moun,t. Ourr Lore, ,teIaclves -'11'8 tJh8.t. Ute 
'WOrJd is JlJO kieilld of His. It haJteIS Him; a!ll.id'lit w:in ihlaite aM' ,\VlOO are true! to 
Him. See a~ I Jo'h1ll 2:1fi-17. Cih'l1&t1&ns ;f.,her.efor.e.shlould, ,be s'epara't.ed kOm 
,the 'W()·r.ld: 'Wihille in li.t, 1lhe<y s.hoold ,not be or;f!t. 5. T,he World'. condemnation 
consists in this that it has rejected the utmost revelation of God~ "I;f I :hiwd, DIOIt 
come and !Spoken unto ifJhem, Ute)" had! not !had ,sin: !but now, ""ray thave no cJIOk9 
for thedlr sin,. He that lhate;f;h M,e hatebh My J1Ia..tJher alislo. If. I 'had' oot do1Ile 
anron,g theIIDI,tJhe 'wo!rks> 'WJldch none other ,man diid, ,tJb.,ey ihJaxl not IhaJd 8m: :tIut 
.aow have -they Ibotlh seen and! -hwted, both Me and M'Y :Jl1aJt.!h:er. IBUIt ifJhis 00metb 
!O,pass, ,tihat the' W'O'~' mi~t:be JiUildiil!Led ltihoa.t is wrltteoin, their [QW, Th'ey_1haIted 
Me WilJtJhJout a C8i\lse." See 'aJiso John 3: 18-21. 


