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"Then certain of .the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, 
we would see a sign from thee. . 

"But he answer·ed and said unto ·them, An evil and adulterous generation 
seeketh afte.r a sign; and there 9h",11 no sign be given to it, but the sign of 
t·he "rophet Jonas: 

"For as Jonas ·was three da)'. and t·hree njghts in the whalc's belly; SI> s:haH. 
·the Son ai It!an be three d'llYs and three n;gMs in the heart of the earth. 

"The men of Nineveh sha·ll rise in judgment with this generation, and shall 
condemn it: because ~hey 'repen~ed at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a 
grea'ter that> Jonas is here."-Mabt. 12: 38·41. 

T 
canon of S·crl;pture. Uufortuna,tely, it· has :been ~ade the subject of I' 'I"" 'book ·"",Jonah OOOUp'" • ""n""and • - '_tan' p",," in "'" 
many unseemly jokes. Let me g,ive this little ,bit of adv·ice vo you 

_ young people ~art1cu'larly: Ibeware of any man who uses' the Word 
WW of God to .point a jolre. I have ·in my mind just now one or two 

hymns w~l,ich !have ·been ruined for me 'by the jokesl/w·hich some .people 
,have made lIJbout them,· .parodies that have Ibeen written upon th.em. 

There are some people who seem to ta:ke s'peciwl delight .in Laying 
sa~r,j]egious ·hands upon holy things. The time, will come when you w!1l desire 
to -.find refreshment and comfort from -these wel·ls of ,S'crtpture, 'beware, lest 
you find· tlhat you ·have turned tllem into moCkdng 'and scorn . 

.Now J!onah has' ~ ~lace in t·he, Word. o·f God-it is not a. book ,to Ibe Iau·ghed 
at. Indeed, 'it sustains a very .important relation to the Word of God as a 
whole. ,Moody used to lSalY that he could measure any man's orthodoxy. any 
man's spiritual ·a·ttitude toward the BIble as a whQle, .by ·his attitude t'ilward 
the .boo·k of Jionah. /Moody 'ha'Cl a great deal of ·sanctified common sense,' and 
I think he was ·right in 1'his p·articular. I, in my somewhat -limited eX!per.ience, 
perhaps, have yet to find the man who is unsound in hots atltit.ude toward the 
book of Jonah, who 'is not. unsound In his .atti.t~de toward the ,lUble as a whole; 
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i)ecallse it enshrines, as we shall see, the !great central truth o·f t'he gospel. 
Hi-st{)l'IY though it b.e, it is .stil-l prophecy ,in ·s-ymbol; it found its fuIfUment in 
the death and: resurrection' o£ Jesus ehrist our Lord. 

We live in a day when it is popular to endeavour to discredit the Bi,ble. 
Why ministers should thus occupy their time I am at a ~oss to understand. If 
flhey do not Ibelieve it. if, 'indeed, its tea,chings are repugnant to them, they 

. might ·at least have the decency-or let me say, the :bonesty~to .resign their 
posit-i!on, and get out of t.he church. 'Th.e man who thus trea,ts the W(lrd of 
God, .who handles the Word of ~d deceitfully, 'can never, by tihinkiin·g men, 'be 
·regarded as an honourable man. Men are entitlled to their!\opinions, ,but no man 
can justify his action in receiving sUPilort from a Christian institution, while 
he yet uses the very position i~ w.hich ,he is maintadned to 'destroy the faith 
he is employed to teach. There are many wlho are ·deterred :from a ·careful 
examination of these mat-ters 'by the vainglorious boasts of those who claim 
some superior intellectu'ality; there are phrases that have be,come almost 
hac'kneyed dn the attacks ,upon the Bible: ,for eltamiple, "the assured results of 
higher criticism"; "the consensus (If se'bolarship"; "the judgment of science"! 
---1and so IOn. I 

Being ,busy yesterday, I did not read, whall'I generaHy read with interest 
and profit, the religious pa.ge of The Toronto Globe, but someone handed me 
thIs clipping. I :have observed that dots theology ds sometimes attacked. I 
remem'ber 'bein'g in a certain American city on one, oacasion .waiting for a train, 
and I 'bought a paper. [.glanced; at it, and threw ~t as far from me as' I could; 
hav>ing touched the ifilthy tlhdng, ,I felt as though I needed a 'b8lth. An old 
journalist once said to me that ~n the ·great days o·f Horace Greely, he served 
on his p'aper in New York. One morni~g he called one of his proof·readers, or 
su,b-editors into his office, and .he &aid" "Mr. So-and-S!o, were you in charge of 
your usual department last night?" "Yes, sir", he' saId. '''And did you·pass that 
article?" referring to a certain article that had' ·appeared. He said, "Yes, .s,ir", 
"Well", said t:he great man, "when I gLanced 'at my morning paper and ·saw 
that, I ·-took the tongs' and put it into the fire. :Thav is all.'" And he said the 
man withd·rew, but he had learned Ms lesson. I think we have great ·reason 
to ,congratulate ourselves in this city. altogether aside 'from any ;political 
consideraMion, that we ~ni.ve a da'ily paper that is not a.fraid to stand for God. 

I dcs'cribed someone recently ,in The Gospel Witness as q'ualifying, i·f !he 
intended to be serious, for a positior. {in the staff of Punch. ,Someone wrote 
me enquIring whether I considered Pttnch a. wholesome journal. Well, I frankly 
confess I ,have :had many a good lau'gh lOver Punch-it is a ibit of ,wholesome 
humour. But If you want to ge-t sometMng really funny, you must get the 
latest producttion of the btbUcal scholars. tA. certain American ,bishop, who said 
that when he was a little de.pressed, and when laughter seemed far from him, 
and he wanted to cultivate with:jn him a merry ,heart that doeth good like a 
medl'cine, he sOllg'ht out the latest 'b!o(.k on ·Evolumon-for Ihe said he knew 
of nothing more ridd~uIous. I think he was right. 

But to return to The Toronto GZobe. Here '1-s a story thllit yonder dn the 
East, so the writer t.eIls ,in ·tlhe Outlook of -.t'be Ohurch, they have discovered 
petrol~um somewhere iOn the Jaffa. coast, and the discovery o·~ petroleum is held 
!by these alleged scholars as the solution o'f a somewhat ·difficult scriptural 
iPassage. You rememiber the story of how lE'lIjah summoned the prophet'S of 
Baal ·to iMount Carmel, and how he said, "The God .tlbat. answereth. by fire, let 
him be .. God." tAnd when the prop,hets had cried to their glOd and there was 
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no 'an'swer, EI.Ijah buIlt the altar that was ,broken down, and he dug a trench 
i1:bout it, and he ~ut wood upon the a:l.tar, and the sacrifice ,uipOn the wood, and 
t.hen he t'Old them to ,bring water, ·and ·pour it upon the sacri·fiee. Then he told 
them to do U the second time, and the third time. Unsuspecting peIOple, of 
course, credulous Ibelievers, had always supposed that \Elijah ·,lid tlh·at to put 
the demonstration o·f supernatural power :beyond all question, for he had saId, 
"The God t'hat answereth ·by fire, let him !be God," But now the s'Cholars have 
explained it!-1Elijah was in advance of his contemporaries, and when they 
poured the water over the sacrifice, they .really ,poured ,petroleum over It, and 
surreptitiously, somehow, just when he was a.bout to ·pray, Elijah threw a light 
II!.to it! .r do not know whether it. was a ,Iuci,fer matoch, or a sa.fety mate.h, or 
what sort of a ma:tch it was-lbut the fire lellJped up from/I'the altar! 

My friends, that iIlustrates only one thing, thab "1'h.e ca:rnal mind is enmity 
against God"; and th'at 'Imbelief i5 really a manifestation of the attitude oO,f 
the na.tural mind; that It is 'because men are, at. hearto, a.gainst 'God, that .they 
thus endeavour to ex,plain away the su,pernatural revelation, or the revelllltion 
of the su:pet:natural, ·contained in the ;]3i'b'le, 

I. 
·Look ·for a moment ·then at this !book of Jonah, I wanto you, first of all, to 

consider THE RELATION OF THAT ,STORY TO THE AUTHORITY OF iSCBIPTURE itself, 
the relation ad] the 'book o·f Jonah to the whDle canon of ,Scripture. . 
. Cionsider in that connection, ,fir,st, its relation to the 'knowleage ana auth
ority Of Jesus Ghrist. How dId He regard this /book? That has 'been called to 
your attention, ,I suppose, a hundred times, ibut ~et us refresh our memories 
for a moment, Our !Lord Jesus obviously regarded th~ /book of JonBlh as an his
tori'C record, 'The only oth.er place in whioch he is mentioned an the Old Testament 
is the fourteenth chlllpter of sacond Kings, and thehtwenty-fl:fth verse, where he is 
descri'bed as a prophet. "to whom the word of the Lord came". Therefore we 
,have Old Testament support .for the. assumption that Jona·n was himself an his
toric 1i,gure-not a character in a pat81ble, not! a fictitious figure at all, ,but a 
realkman who exercised' the office e'f a .prophet. You ·have that in the Old Testa
ment, and 1·[ you re·ad· t'he story itse-1f, in the passages [ 'have referred to, you 
wn.~ find that it ,bears upon it the marks of an ,historic record. Our :Lord Jesus 
so re,garded .it; ·~r certainly the words I have read to you ,indJ.cate tib,at He 
'baUeved that what is recorded in Jonah actually took place; that ito was not a 
para,ble, ,but an historic occurrence. He points to the men of :Nineveh as real 
persons!lfor they are to have a resurrecUon; they are to ri~e' in jud·gment against 
th.e men of the ·generat!ion He then addressed, Ibecaus'e thds real people of an 
ancient time re.pented at the preaching o·f a rea.} Jlona'h-and, "IBehold, a 'greater 
than J,onas t.s ·he·re". And as uhough to :confirm. !that, quite inCidentally, He 
refers ,in the same ,breath to the queen of IShe:ba, who came from "the uttoer
most parts of the earth .to' h.ear the 'Wisdom of Solomon; 'and, ,be'holeJ, a greater 
than .solomon Is here," And 'Certainly the characters in the JlOnah story were· 
no ,Iessl, real in Hi-s thought t·han were the queen o'f the south, and .Solo~on who 
was IDavdd's .son. I thln'k it ·is :beyond ·question, if 'Ian,guage means anyth:lng at 
all, that our ·Lord Jesus referred to the ooo,k of Jonah as a, ,piece of histJo·~. 

Well, then, the question naturally arises, 'Did He know? Did He a'Ctually 
kD()w that that! 'book was an historical record? Was He Umited to the know
led·ge of His time? Did 'He kno'W any more than Hils contem,poraries? Or, If 
He did ,kUlow more, 1Hd He a'llow them to go on in their misilnderst~nding? 
You remem'ber the principle He laid down once .when !He said, "In my Fa:ther's 
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would, have tola you." . It is :in.
conceivable to me that Jesus Christ should thus have aUuded too Jonah as an 
historical record, while HimseLf knowing that it was not. .history. If H~ d'id not 
know any more than His contemporaries, ·tohen He was s'omet,)l,ing ,less than 
omnIscient, and less ·than in.fambIe; and if He dId know, and allowed men to 
·continue in t!heir ,i'gnoTance, He was not straightforward in !His tea.c'hing .. H!J,d 
He known Jonah 'Was net hI·story, He would hlllve told us. Y:ou b!ave to ta'ke 
one horn of the diIemma-eIther He did not 'know, 'Or He iiid know, II! He did 
not 'know, then all the .treasures of wisdom and 'knowledge ddd' nO~ldwell in Him; 
and i,f He did know, the diffIculty is sUII more serious, ,for He was not truthful 
with t'hose with whem He taLked. 'I think we are ,without esC&pe from this 
positilOn, tha,t if we beUeve in the in'faIIi:bHity o·f Jesus ChTist we are compelled 
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to ibelieve In the historicity of Jonah: the denia:l of the one Involves inevitltbly 
the denial of the rother .. 

Then, o:bserve the reZation 01 the book of Jonah to the other Scri.ptures: 
the .acceptauce of -the ;bo!o'k o,r Jonah enaJbles us to ,believe ·In th.e dn,falli:biUty of 
GhrIst; or, contrariwise, ibelievlng in His InflllUl'bility, we acce,pt, .as a maUer of 
course, the hlstorJc.lty of J'onah. W~H then, .f.f we have an Infallible Interprel!ar 
of the Old 'l'estament IS,crlptures, lof we have ,the record of 'One Whose know· 
ledge respecting these mll:tters was '!l'bsolutely complete, if, be:ing the eternal 
Son of t'he Father, the Incarnal!ion of infinite wlsdoIIlj Whlo was with the Father 
from everlasting ,to everlastln,g-if that ds w·hat Jesus Js, ,then we have a 
Standard, a Touchstone, to which all the 'Old Tes·tament ,Scriptures may .be 
brought. We need not. now examine I!he undversity degrees of certain alleged 
scholars ,in order to. assure ourselves of their competence to i!l1OnOUnCe on cer· 
tain matt.ers, be.cause we ·have another Teacher Whoo 'has received .the approval 
of God Himse~f, Who declares th.at iRe. spake the very words of G~d. 

And, :by the way, an connectdon with this Jon.a!h story. Temem!ber He has 
jusl! said In the same discourse, '\Every IdIe ·Wlor·d th'at men shall s.peak, they 
shall ·give account thereof in the day of judgment. iFor ,by th:y words thou shalt 
'be justl.fied, and ,by thy words thou shaH Ibe condemned," J.f He attadhed such 
Importance ,to words, as to teach th.at they were a matt'llr of record, and that 
for every 'Idle or emp.ty word at the day of judgment we shall give an account. 
it is simply InClon,ceiva:ble that He Himself should have used words lioghtly; He 
was spea;klug as God manifest in the fiesh, ,as One Wlho ,knew what He was 
talking aboul!, and Who uttered t'he sober word,s o'f finality respecting this 
matter. . 
. Very weH, then, if you have s1wh a7~ infamble Stand{wa, aZZ your oza Testa
fltent p1·obZems are soZvea., for you can l1t;easure the oza Testa1/tent aZways by 
Jesus o.hrist • . tTIlere is not a part of H that 'He has not discussed; and there is 
not a ,problem of Old Testament cril!icism, ,I venture ,to say, nor is there an 
objection raised ,by the su'p'posed scholars of t,he d'ay, whi'Ch· has not :been an:l'i· 
ci'pated ,by the speci·fi,c utterances of Jesus Himself. If you put Him at t'he 
centre.asjrth.e 'Supreme Auth!ority, you have an infallible IChrist and an infalLi,ble 
Bible .. !Men who wHl not yieldj,l'O the a:uthority of IScri,pture find always the tes· 
timony of Chr.ist across their path, so that the critics' have long been telling Ufl 
that it Js va.in to -invokej the authority of Ohrist, in matters of Ibiblical criticism. 
Well, my dear friends, [ am old·fashioned enlOu-gh t·o 'believe that the authorIty 
of ChrIst is still supreme, and that It :i~ for ever true that aU authority Is given 
to Him in 'he:aven and on eartll; and that there i·s nothing He does not know; 
and WheDjrHe speaks we !had 'better !bow our intellect.s, OUI' heart·.3. our wills. and 
sa;y .. 'with Thomas, '1Myt .Lord, and my God." 

You see, ·therefore, my friends, the relation lO,f Jonah to the 'Person/,and work 
of IChTist, to the question of His authority, to the w.hole question of authority 
in reli~on. 

H . 

. Look once again, and you will 'find ano·bher link ,in t'he chain o·f the]!RELATION 
OF AN INFALLmLE CHRIST TO A SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. What ,Is 'there in the 
book of Jonah to whioch the "llal!ural man so strenuously objects? It ·is the 
supernatural. Thll:ll is the !point, It is the supernatuTal. Jonah swallowed ,by a 
fish which the Lord prepared! 'Some good Ibrel!hren 'for whom I have the pro· 
.foundest respect !have sometimes lwboured to· show t'hat it is ~oss'i!ble to find 
a whale, or the skeleton of a whale, whose tllToat was ,bIg enough to swa:llow 
man. It would, npt shock my faith at all if no ·such specimen could ibe ,found 
in all ·the museums of the 'world; and if 8111 th.e e~perl!a were t.o go whaling fior 
the next ten years and should discover that there is no whale or 'fiSih or mouster 
cleaving the waters of the deep to·day large enough to have swallowed Jonah, 
I should say that that does not maoke any difference. I cannot. ·for I!he Ufe lO·t 
me understand why those who claim to- put'th.e authority of ·Scripture aobove 
scien,ce, should in the next 'breath try to prove 'Scrl.pture !by science. I am not 
a1) all concerned whether this story has any scientific corro'boration ror not, ,for 
the simple record saiys that the Lord. prepared a .fish---and i,t there was not a 
fish !blg enough, He could m.ake one, that ·is all. He had only tQ speak and f.t 
was done, :the fish was ready: and it was no "less a miracle to have Mr. Whale 
rIght on hand ·beside the Iboat than -it was to ~ke him. The whole book is a 

• 
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record of the su.pernat.ural. Even tJhe storm was a supernatural- event, or at 
least it showed that there was a very close relation !between the moral amI the. 
spiritua'l and the material worlds, so. that a sin in the one realm disturbed th.e 
elements' in the otJher; and the storm came upon the ship in judgment. But 
the] whole record from lbeginn-ing to end, ,from its opening words! which say that 
"the word· of the Lord came unto Jona!h the son of !AmitJtad", the wh!01e record 
says 'God-God-God-lGod-it is all G;od, and that is w!hat men do not like; 
they do not want God, they do not Uke to retain God in ~heir kn1owled'ge. That 
is the explanation. Bu't ,I say tlhat. that 'book of Jonah. is !Shot through. with th.e 
supernatural: the storm, the preparation of the fish-whether it was a special 
creation or an orddnary monster IOf the deep, i,t was at least brought conveni
ently near to the ship--and tlhe Lord showed t'hat He was a pretty good Fisher
man, that He cou'ld catch a whale without killing it, ana use that kind of 
su:bmarine ,for a school in whJch to train a ,prophet. (I 'W·ish ,s·ome t.heological 
,professors couId· get in: such a submadne; they might learn someth.ing!) Jonah 
learned a great deal through tlhat experience. At last the whale vomitted up 
Jonah., and he came forth a man' raised ,from' thej dead !by the power of God, and 
was sent off as a herald of the div.ine message. 

Miy dear ·friends, that is all -in J·ona:h; i~ ds a .gem of the supernatural in the 
Old Testament; and Jesus Ohrist stamped oit with His authority, and He said; 
"I ,have come to reaveal a God Who can do just ,tohat." ·And so He can .. h'1 know it 
is ,e;ontrary to the theory of Evolution. He is suopposed to Ibe a God, that is 
locked up an the maC;h.ine that He has' made-I am aware of that. I am aware 
of the rebe1lion ()f fue aUeged "scientific" mind against the assumption thlJit 
God ever 'interferes with the :processes of 'law-lbut He knows .how to d().it. He 
did it in Jonllih's case---..Jesus s'aid' He didl it. Veryj.'Well, then, if you can beHeve 
the supernaturalism of Jonah ibecause the Lord Jesus stamped it with His 
apPI1oval; you. can :believe the supernaturalism ·of the whole &o'k; and if ;you 
reject ,the supernaturalism of J·onah, and! reduce it merely to a parlllble o-r an alle
gory, and thus repudiate the authorit'Y of Jesus Ohrist, you .have .o,pened wide 
the door to rejection of the Bupernat.ura,l throughout the 'Scriptures and .the 
authority of Jesus Christ in ,general, Ilor the whole thing is 10cked up together. 
I do nob wonder that that far-seeing', mi,ghty man of God s'aid, "I can measur:e 
a. man's .loyalty to trutlbj iby Ms attitude toward the !book of Jonah." Very weII, 
then, there is one other link in the chlilin. .. . 

. 1(llo1ll. . . 
Have you followed me in the relatIon of JlOna:h to the lIIuthority of ScrLpture? 

First, the relation of Jonah to the Irnowled'ge and aullhorJ.t,y of Jesus Christ: 
from that we reached the conclusion that (He lis infalldlble; tJhen 'the relation 
of an infallible Christ to the Scriptures iIi. general: that. gives us an in·famble 
Book; th.e relllltion of scrJ.ptural infallilbility t'O the slliPernatural: that gives us 
a: supernatural religion-and THAT ,LAyS THE ONLY FOUNDATION FOR FAITH .. 

What is faith' -It ds ibeJief in God,. Who is not onlIY the Author of nat.ure, 
but Who is Himself above nature, 'Supernatural, having power to do ·w!bat cann!)t 
be done 'by natural means. Consider such a story as the supernatural 'birth of 
Isaac; it was contrary to nature. .A:braham came up to that pl'lomise, dt was' a 
promise of the su'pernatural, of t,hat which was contrary to nature, there was 
no corroboration .for hist f·aUh ·in nlllture or in ,human experience; ibut tJhe grea.t 
statement is made that ".AJbraham believed God'''. Do you Iknow w!hat it is to 
'\believe" God? 'Do 'be'Lieve God ds simply t() recognize God as G<leL' It is of no 
use to say tJhat you .believe God, and thenj drag Him down to. the level of lit man 
-thall .is not faUh. Aibraham said, "It is a:bove all natural law, it is 9Jbove all 
human experience~but God ·has said i't." And so he faced the ,promise of the 
supernaturaJ., and he ho.ped 'for the future. iMaJ'lk you, his' hope ,for tlhe future 
was conddtioned 'upnn the supernatural, there waa no ,prospect naturaUy; the 
child af 'p·romise must !be supernaturaJ.ly Iborn. And the grand old record says-:.. 
listen! Cannoll you see him, cannot you see him comjng up to that great 
promise, "God is 'going to do so." 'Somethin·g is promised him which lonly God 
can do, and Aibraham w.i1lh steady faith. moves toward the ,promise-and the 
record says he '''stll;g'gered not at the',promise. of God through unbelief; 'but was 
strong 1n faith, giving;.glory to GoeL" Faith gives glol'lY t.o God, and there is no 
real faitlh that does not enthrone 'God as God. W\hen you have laid the-founda
tion in the acceptance of the su.pernatural 'Christ, testifydng to a supernatural 
and infalUble Bilble, w·ith. the promise of a su.pernatura'l eJqlerien·ce, you have.'a 
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.foundation for the ·feet of faith to stand Upion; and aU things ,become possi,ble 
to him ·tJh·at 'believeth. . 

You wdll see that [ have said enough so far to show you that the problem 
of Jonah is'lby no means an insignHi.oant one: it is a 'big su'bject, a ·bIg question. 

IV. 

Well what more? THE RELATION ()F JONAH TO THE CENTRAL FACT OF 'rHE 
GOSPEL. ·:w.hat is the central .fact of ·the gospel1; The death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. The P.hamsees came to him saying, "/M·a'sllar, we w.ould l3ee a si~n 
from thee. 'Show us a sign, show 'Us .who you are, give us your credenUals." 
And He answered, '''An evil and adultrous generation seeketh after a si,gn; and 
there! shaH no sign be given t.o it, !but the sIgn of the prophet Jonas." Jonah a 
sign? Yes, an OZa Testament sign of wh.at God i;s/ Please observe that par
ticular-Iy. 

'Dime will ;permi" me !only to offer these suggesU.ons. It was a Sign that 
Glad i·s "of purer eyes than to behold evil, and can not loolll on iniquity"; it was 
the sign of the certain judgment of God upon sin; and dt was a sign, too, a 
revelation, of the mer-cy and abounding grace 0,( God! toward sinners, for J!onah 
was] !born from the grave. He died, so .to speaJk, and, :was iburied, and . was raised 
e.gain. !He anti-cipated the request of the dch man in hell when he said, "If 
one wenv unto them from the dead, they will repent.", And .A:braih-am answered, 
"If they ,hear not !Moses and the prophet.s, neither .will they be persuaded, 
thou.g'h one rose fI'lom the!!ll.ead." But to leave -men without excuse, in the ,person 
of J·onah-()h, dare I l3ay this----God anUctp'ated the cry Of aespair from!., hell for 
some authoritative message from God; a.nd He sent i", and they repented, and 
He i!lo·rgave them, and the city was saved! Wh.a".is the appllcaUon? "Why," 
said Jesus, "you ask me ·for a sign.' You iheard all about -my .turning the water 
into wine; you have .heard .of My heaLing of the sick; and multiplying the 
loaveB-ibut t'here is a greater sign 1!han that: there is the sign which compre· 
ihends all other l3igns, there is the sIgn whioch eclipses in glory a1o1 lesser mani
festations of divine power, 'for as Jonah :was "hree days and three nights in 
the whale"s ~belly; so shalI the Son Qf man !be three days and three nights in the 
:heart of the earth"-a.s though He had said, "I have come "n die for you, and 
to lbelbur-ied fior you, and to rise again- and ,bring you a messa,ge ·from God from 
the other ·side of the ·grave. If it were not s'o, I would ,have told you·: I have 
come t.o tell yeui that it is so. ,I come as the ,Su.preme Revelation of the right· 
eousness, t'he truth, the just,i·ce, the mercy, the -love, the holiness-to use the 
biggest word of all, that defies 8111 measurement and aU definitilons, the revelation 
of aU ther~ is of ,God 1n ·harmonious exercise .for the salvation of the lost., that 
great word, ,grace-Gtra.ce-GRAOE." It ,is another word for God; i~ comes ,from 
tieaven. I~ts idiom does not Ibel!ongj to "he far country where "no man gave unto 
111m"': it 'belongs to ,the iF'ather's house wher.~ everything is ,given away-and 
so Jesus said, .~ am going to give you that. sign: the supreme message o'f God 
to '8. rebellious world ,is to be .given t.hrough the cross, the empty grave, and the 
path of glory to t'he thno-ne, and· the light that streams ·from .the gatea ajar, 
-which promises that. some day He wlll come !ba'Ck a.gain." J: do not want any 
lJetter sign· :than that. That sign is enough for me. 

And that is an ·in the book of. Jonah. IDid Jon·ah really ,go down into the 
depths, and 'Come up again? Did Jesus Ohmst realIy die? Yes, !but was He 
raised again from t1Le dead ?-tha" is the question. I want UfO par.a:boUc, alle
gbrica.l, resu·rrElction, i;f yOU pleaoe. '"If Christ. !be not raiseq, your faith is vain; 

. ye are yet in your sins"; and there is nothoing in the Chri'stian religion. You 
have never 'known a man who denied the ihistor.icity of Jonah who did not en
deavour to explain away the resurrection ,of Christ. It iSi all the same tJhing,
;antagonism toward the supernatural, and to the revelation of -God dn Christ . 
.so you see it is no" only the Bi,ble that is at stake, but it is the -message of the 
'Bible; and the message of the Bilble is the cross, and the empty grav~rom 
Genesis to !Revelation-and it is all oinvolved in a man's attitude t-oward the 
1>ook of Jonah. 

V. 

Then THE !RELATION! OF THE BOOK OF JONAH TO LAST TmNGS: there is a 'big 
'Word that theologian'S -use-they speak of eschatoZogy, tlie doctrine of last t!hings. 
The evolutionists know no last things: to them there is a· gradual .progress 

t i 

i 



Oct. 7. 192-6 THE GO SPEL 'WlITNESS (387·) 7 

toward somethin'g ,by and iby, ;but t.hey object to the cataclysmic ,princi!ple; U . 
knocks their theory into t'he pl'loverbial "'Cocked hat". Bub ·the .,ScrIpture says 
there ,is a. day or judgment, and Jesus invokes the authority of Jonah to estab
lish this truth, for He said, "Jonah preached, and men repent.ed". He declared 
that there is a day' of judgment coming when even the men of 'Nineveh wUl ibe 
bhere; they sleep in t'he dust, ibut their !bodies shall rise, and in that finllli jlidg
men t the men of Nineveh will !be there, and they will ibe called as witnesses. 
He said, in effect., 'lAnd IYOU wilI have to be there too, for there is a day IOf 
reckondn·g 'when the 'Son of man shall cOine ,in his glor.y, 'an'd' al~ the ;holy angels 
with him; then shaH ale sit upon the throne of his glory: and !before him shal'l 
be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one :from .anobher, as a. 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the gloats: and he shall set the s'heep on· his . 
right hand, ibut the 'goats on the left'." ~ you !believe that day is 'Coming? Do 
you !believe there is gOing to ,be a dayhof. reckonin'g some time? Our Lord says-
I had almost pub it thJs way, that He !has a stenographic report of every word 
you have everj spoken. Yes, that l,ittle family quarrel in the kitchen, that alter
catron down in the office, that secret word that was spoken somewhere, thlllt 
poisoned dart thab destroyed some1:>ody's character, that. dead,ly thing that came 
from th~ tongue under which the !pOison of asps is found....:...ttle says, '!I have got 
it all written down, .and for ever;y word you shan. give an Blccount 'in the day 
of judgment." And it was on top of that, ,llollowing that, H,e referred to Jonah 
and the Ninev.ites and says bhe 1Ninevites will wItness against the men of His 
generation. Why? '~Because they repented at the .preaching of Jonas; and, 
behold, a. greater than Jonas is here."-''Ilof the word spoken by an·gels was 
stedd'ast, and every t.ransgression and disobedience received a jusb recompense 
(;1 reward, how shall we escape, if we neglect so ,great salvation; Wlhich at ,the 
first ibegan to be spoken 'by bhe ILord, and was condlrmed' unto us ,by them that 
heard: him: God also !bearing them witness"-God says, in effect, "-1 sent you 
my Son: 'I had Him die for you, and 'be !buried, and raised again, and ascend 
into the glory; I wUnessed to His death as your S\lJbstItute :by sending y.ou the 
Holy Ghost; I 'bore witness that He came ,from God, and that He reburned to " 
G<od, and· that some dillY He is comin'g /l)a.ck again; and; :when He comes y.ou:will . 
stand !before Him and give an account.·' Oh, dreadd'u·~ day ,for ·those who know 
n.ot Christ! Oh, 'blessed day for those who have 'believed in the "greater than 
Jonas"! 

Can you trust Hdm to-night? Can you pub asi.d~ all these matters and say 
concerning Jesus' Christ, "He is to me the 'Lord of glory, my Lord and my God"? 
That is WlOrth standing for, do you not think? This <preacher does not mind 
saying that he ibelieves ,that with all his heart; 'he only wishes he had power 
to tell y.ou how profoundly he !be1ieves ib, and that he ds quite. wUlin,g to !be 
classed, as our new professor classes th.ose who thus! ibelieve, as "an uneducated 
fool". "The preaching of th.e cross is to 'them tha.t perish ,foolishness", but, 
blessed be God, to us -who are saved it is ''Christ the power of" God, and t!he 
wisdom of God." W!ill you have Him to-night? Will you this' moment ibow 
before 'Him and yield to Him? , 

Leb us ask His help: 0 Lord, Thou liast left us, through fl'h.y HollY Word, . 
without excuse for the judgment day. We th!ink Thee ·for the mercy that has 
spared us, for the love that Wlould woo us, ,for the grlllce that w,ouId win us. Is 
there a man or woman here t.o-pight to whom, u<p to this hour', Jesus has not 
;been Saviour and Lord? . In bhe quiet of t'hds 'SBlbbath evening we humibly 'bow, 
and -we would :pray, 0 ILord, for .ourselves and otb.ers, and send' up to Heaven 
this heartfelt cry, "God ibeilmer.cifu·l to me a. sinner./' This'is our onl.y plea, that 
Jesus doied in lOur room and stead; and Thou has :promised in Thy Word t'hat 
"Whosoever shlllll call on the name of the Lord shall :be saved". Oh, let every 
heart Ibe lUted to Ood, we ,beseech Tlbee. .May. the Holy Spirit unite our lpebitions; 
may the eyes of the unconverted ,be opened, theirj.hearts unsea:led, and may that 
cry 3/Scend to the mercy sea-t, "II!Ord, sa-ve· me." lAnd then -we pray that Thou 
wilt enable them 00 rest upon "hy 'Promlsll; having called upon Thee, that 
"whosoever shall call on t'he name of the Lord: shall ibe saved." And U we are 
now saved, no longer doubting ,but happily 'believing, help us, iboldly to declare 
ourselves as ibeing on the side of Chr.1st. lMay, 1<here ,be many 'Confessions ,()of faith 
to-night. 0 Lord, send us a shower of !blessing -in this !len.ica, thBit wiU.be 
gl.orifying to Thy great name. For Jesus' sake, AIDen. 

(/Many responded 1» the invitation.) , 
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febitorial. 
"THE. CANADIAN BAPTIST'S" DEFENCE OF ·PROFESSOR 

MARSHALL. 
'In its issue of Septem:ber 30th, The OatU141.an Baptist defends tlhe ,beaching 

of Professor Marshall, and ion doing so it quotes from a seTmon of Spurgeon on 
"The Mira'culous Darkness" I8.S fol'lolWs: 

"This dar,kness teBs 1LSI allJ. ,that the Passion is a great ,mYSltery, into 
wlJdch we ,can,not ,pry. I ItI'Y to explain it as a sWbsUtution and I feel that 
where the ,langu'age o.f Scri,plture Jis eoc>plicit, I may, and ,must, be explicit 
too~ But yet I feel that .the id'eaJ 'Of ,wb:stitutlon does. not cover the whole 
of the matter, and that no human conception can completely grasp the 
whole of 'the dread mystery. It was wroughlt in darkness because tbe 
fuU, ,far-reaching meaning ~d' relSult cannot be ,beheLd of. fLndte mind. 
Tel,l me the de1lJth of the Lord J,esus was a gm.nd example of seU-sacrHlce 
-I can see; that, and! ,much! more. TeU me it WRS la won'dl'lous, obedIence 
to the wHl of God-I can see that and much m'ore. TeU me it was 'the 
beaTllng of 'what ought ,to :have been borne 'by my.ria.d,& of sill!D.~rs of ,the 
human I'ace, is the ehastisement o'f their sdn-I can se'e that and £ound 
my best ~J.'ope upon it. But do not tel'l ,me that thols is aB tha.t is in the 
Oro8S. No, great as! rt!h1s wouJd 'be, there is much mo~e in the Red:eemer',S' 
death. God vei:led t:h;e Cross in darknes'f>l, and in da.rkneSls much of the 
deep m'eanl.ng lies, not because 'God would not reveaI at, but 'beeause we 
have nOlt ca.pacity to discern it 'all." , 

See FouUer:ton'SI Life 'of Spul'lgeon, IP:P. 1814. 
Fu'Llerton adds this opar.ag,l"a,ph: "This :breadth of he'art was revealed 

on another oc'cas'ion when in his pra.yer at a Tlhu'I'sdray evening serv,ice 
he da'l"ed to go fur beyond' hi,s cre,ed, and 'in his paSBion for the sOlllls of 
men he cmad, Lo,rd hasten to bring in a.1l Thine elect-a.nd ,then elect 
some more." 

Ailld 'o'f ,tih:is it says" "Pr.ofesSlOr MarshaU in convers'ation in To.ronto wli'th a 
friend makes his own this Igreat utterance of S'Pur,~eon's; and stated that When 
he rea.d it of Spurgeon, ,had he been in the- rOl()m, he wou'ld have risen 'amI 
em,bra.ced M,m, so clea.rly 'had' he eXipreSlSed 'his. own thought." To invoke 
the aut:hiority of Spurgeon's gI'ea.t n'ame in sll<p!p<>rt of Pro,fessor M'ar:sth!a.ll's 
teaching is little s'hort of infamous; fur by no k,ind' of reasoning ean Spul1geon's 
tooching respecting the atonement be made ,to agree with tha.t of P,rofessor 
Marshall. This trick of The Oanadian Baptist .is 'parallel to that of Prufessor 
Brown in hIs futile attem'ptl to class the great ·Dr. John A. Broadus with. 

, those woo had, "in later yea;rs," ·mod.i:fl.ed their attItude towards th'e BibIe as 
the inspired and infaUi:ble Word of God. ,Anyone rami,liar with the writings 
of C. H. Spurgeon, as the WTdter of thds a.rtiele da:res to .claim to be, must know 
that Prates'SlOr Mars'hlaill's: teaching at eve,ry 'point is the very oppo,s:ite of eVeTY
,thing Spurgeon taught. 

The Oanad.fu,n Baptist quotes a.lso ,from Professor Marshall's sermon 
preached in Walm'er Roald Chur,ch, Toron,to, on Janua,ry 24th, 1926. Th.e part 
dix:ectly relllltin·g to the a.tonement is as follows: . 

:'Wh'a.t' the .woil"M needs is red~mption and salvation. What is that? 
In. SImple ,ternn,mology:, sa:]va,tion lS em'ancipa.tion ,from t'h,e domin.ion of 
eV'l,1 and' power ,to .do the will of God. There Is. no real Hfe fur uS' a.J)8,rt 
from the fellows,hllP of God, -and compI:ete hal1"mony between ou']" wills 
an.c~ ,the wi1l of God. As' Augustine said so ,beaut.ifully and so truly, "The 
vISIOn 'of God is ,the life oo! man." Wlrat :hind'ers tMs fellows'hip and hi8.r-

·1 
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mOThY? There' is a s'n bar,rier betw'een 'oUl'lselves and God, and .it is t'I!.,i-9· 
sin barl1ier tha.t Christ destroys. He deSJtroys it in two ways. 

"In tihe first place by His CroSs and Pass:ion He procureSl for,giveness 
for us. The Cross is the wiltneSos of God's roed·e·eming love 'aD"d for.g.iving 
gl'8Jce.. It is tire pledge th'lllt no sin "of ouroS can ever destroy God',s ,love 
for us. 'However deeply we have sinned. h'owever heavv tb,'=! ,burden of 
guilt u:pon our consci'enee's if we turn' In repenrtan'ce .and ,faith to the 
Cross of 'on-r liord Jesus Chr.islt we ·may be' forgiven. The very WOl'lst
harlots, pro1ligates, pi'odJ.g·a.}s, mur,derers 'and crimina'}:s-W'hen consc.ience 
wrukens w.ithin ,vhem and t.hey realize tihe enormity of their offences .alld 
are ,tortured 'by remONe, can through repent.;mce and tlatth find forgive-
~~ . 

"He·d.ied thralt we might be forgiven." 

"The 'guUt·bond that was a.ga.inst us, that W81S1 oontrary to us, ·he. ,hath 
taken 'Out of ,hhe 'Yay a~d llaAiled' ~j; to Hi-s' Cross./' 

"E'er: sinc~:~y faith ,I saw ih~ stream 
'Dhy flowirng wounds supply; . 
Red:eem-ing love has been 'my the·m'e 
And shaLl be tiH I die." 

"Th-ere lsi nl() pit of sin or 'gul-1t, or degradation from whl-ch the reo 
deeming love of God in Christ cannot .I'!Elscue us." 

We con,fess t·lult 'but 'for Professor 'Marshall's other utterance,!!!, '1:>oth from 
ilie platform' and in the ·cla'sSl'oom, we ourselveS' might have read' .smch a p8.s. 
sage wdihout immediately detecting its' suibtilit.y; ~ut when Professor 'Marshall 
implicirt1y repud'iates Luth€ll"s Vliew of·th-e. substdtUtionary deatih of Ch-rist as 
.being "crude" and "boId," an'd 1m semon Blfter 1Iar.m:on oot only utter-Iy ignores 
,thf; 'Illtonement, but implicitly or eXIPl-ic-itly hea,ches '1'h,e very opposite of the 
truth that' .Christ died "the just for the unjust that he mi,glM .bring us to God", 
tt compels 11& to examin·e 'such a s·f:Jatement ·1IiS is conta;ined· in ,th-e Walmer- Road 
sermon, inore especially as that sermon was what M·r. Patterson of !Montreal 
d'escribed a,s a "dres·s suH" sermon., obviousIy 'd,esigned 00 present an a~pearance 
of ortbJodox,y l"especting -the Mone,ment. 

We ~'S!k our l1e&deroS to ,read t·he quota.tion w.e h,ave ,given, over again. What 
as there i-n thoese W.OMS W s-ug,gest IJba.t Cm-lst bore the ·Penilrlty of man's sin? 
The atonement is wholly sulbjective: ''>The ·cross is the witness of God's redeem· 
ing love ani forgiv.ing grace." There is absoluteJ.y noth'ing to suggest that the 
rIghteousness and truth and, ~usrtice of God were involved; that ·by the dea,th 
of Christ a penaI,ty was pai,d' wMCh was ~acted by God"a holy 1a.w. But ,by a 
vision o·f ,the love of God, as revealedlJin the cross of Christ, the sInner is moved 
to 1"ePen·t1ance and faith, Ion the ground of wiJ:J.~ch he is forgiven! Thi·S' dos Uttle 
m'ore' th:an the Exa.mple ·th,eory of the atonement. Thoe Cross is vastly more 
l·han "the witness of God's redeeming love 'and forgiving grace." lit is a reve· 
·lation of His truth and ri,g.ilteousness, and justice, in a word, of Hi's infinite 
hol·iness. A mothe,r'j; l'ove 'may win a wayw,ard boy to Ipeniten'ce, but it cannot 
aton-e for Me sin, ·or e~pIate his guilt. 

Foliowing the quotllltlon fl"om the WaI,mer ROIIJd' sermon, we h:a,ve an ex· 
tended quata.td'O'D. from the .pam,phlet issued by Profellisor Marsih'Mol .. ·In this 
paIDiphler1 ,the Profess-or quotes cer.taJirn, passages of Serdpture: I. P,et., 1: 18-19 ; 
I. Cor., 1'5:14; 001.,2:1.3-14; Rom., ~:'24-26; I John, ·40:110; Matt:, ro:~S. If th.e 
Profe·sSOl' accepts tlhese ,pa:SlSages at ,their ofa'oo V811-ue, how dues, -it come to. pass 
that he can get .tih.rougho sel'!Jllon 'BlUer seT'.Ill:on wiVhout even ,remotely oSll!ggerSltlng 
the truth these IPassages 'co·ntain? and thaot' thersre are quoted wirthou-t 'any at· 
tempt on ·his part to sa,y what he understands them to mean, and on.ly wlllen he 
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. Is dri~e~ into a corner and issues a .pamphJ.et in 'his own deferi9&? Tp,is .part 
of ,the· pamph,let, 'how·ever, one mi:ght 'have .aJCcepted, bedng l'ed to the conclu1!!1ion 
thiat we must have been: mistaken in our understanding 'O·f Professor Ma.rshall's 
theologica:l lPOBlUon; but his pa:lp'ably aJbsur,d attem'pt to extricate. hl~self from 
the dimculty created by 'II. sermon preached In England, convinces one that Pro
fessor M·lIll"8heJ.J. 'belongs to Ibhat type of modernist wlho wUl stop ·at nothing 
wlLlch wd1'1 en'wble 'him <tx,> h'OM a. po~it:l.on affording an opportunity ,for the ,pro-
pagation 'Of his' views.. ~. 

The Oanadian Baptist quot.e~ ·the foIlowin,g :from 'Prof. ·Marsha1I's ,pamphlet: 

·CONCERNING ·THE CREATION. 

Dr. Shields quotes the following sentenc'e fr,om my sermon:' 
. "We· ,hold, for in.stance, tlva.t the Clhristian d,isciple is free to adopt 

:t1he Hebrew tradition about the creaJtion if it -satisfies 'him or the 
teaching on that subject of modern Science." 

. He then declares tha.t. this is inooDlSli'stent with the declaration 'Of my 
·belief in the inspiration and' general 'hiJstordcdty of the first ahapter of 
Genes!.&. 

In de'8.I1inrg with .the bibl'lcaJ accoun,t of the Creation we ha,ve to dis
·ti'DIgUis'h between two things, vdz., (a:) the re.a:l meaning and ·meBSalge of 
the chapter, and (-b) ,the Hebrew traditi'On based, upon an aJbsolutely Ht
era1 inter.pretatio.n of the cha'Pter. As aU ca,reful readerrs of the New 
Test8.'inent are awame·, Chri.st drew a d.fstinction between ·tJhe "Law" (I.e., 
the Text of the ·Old .Testament) and the traditirons (i.e., the official inter
preta.tion of the Law). See ,for example Matthew 15:1-9. 

Accordi'DIg to the Hebl'lew tradition, tJh'e Creation was comtpleted in 
m d'ays, ordinary S()l'lll' d8IYS, beginning, S() 00 speak, on Sunday morning 
and reaching eompleti'On on F,nday ndght. It is this oonoo!ption of the 
Creation-cl'leaJtion out of nothIng in six ol'ld,inary solar days-.that no 
aonger appears te.nabJoe either in the lllglh,t 'Of scientific investigation or. or 
the true prdneltples of :Biiblical interpretaltion. There is a great mass af 
evide'nce against the Hebrew ,tradition of creation in six da;ys.. As a con
c6'S'Sion. to ,this clear witness of science, even 'the most conser,va.tive and 
or:thod'OX inter.preters of Scrd:Pture d'e'clare Ithat the term "·dlay" In Genesis 
I. must be regarded &9 signifying an age, (e.g., Scofie<1d). This is a. de
parture from Hebrew traJIHtion, and in 'harmony with the teaching 'Of. 
modern science. !It is a rooogn,ition of the fact 'to w·hieh I appealed· dn -my 
sermon--<t:hwt. the Christian disciple is not bound' ,to accept the Hebrew 
tradUion of creation in six d·aY·8>, :any .tlllOre than he is bound. to believe 
t'hBJt the ear:t.hi ds fiat 'because that WB.61 the gene.ra:l' belief of the ancIents, 
or that ,the earth is t!he hub ~ the un,lveNe ,because the a.ncients beUeved 
that ,too. F'eople who d'O not feel their sense of truth In an,y way chal
lenged by the idea of CTe'atiion in six d'wys ma,y 8JSI well be left undisturbed. 
But for a Christian Minister to demand, of a 'young :tiro,logist, ·for exa.mple, 
that .he must accept the Hem-ew traddtion of creation in, six days 8ISI a 
condition of admittance to th'e church, 1s ,tantamount to a deIDJand th-at he 
&hould su:ppress his sense of truth and Sltdft.e the witne.ss of his conscience 
on entering the Chu,rc.h 'Of Christ. Hence ·the remark, ":tJh-e Ohristian 
diSlCiple is free to adopt tha Hebrew tradition about the creaJtion if it 
satisfies 'him or the teaching 'on -that subject 'Of mod·ern. Science." 

There ds no confiict between the teaching of Science and the real 
mea.nin'g 'aDd, message of the 8aJCred' text. I do not go to my Bible ·for 
astronomy or biology because it is not Ithe omce of ·t!he Holy Spirit to 
l"eve8.l1 the secrets of astronomy and geology. I go to the Bi'bl&: for a Te
Ugious message. Th'e concern of GenesiJS I. is nolt 1!10 much with tlhe 
question as to how God made the wol'lld as with ,the fact that it was God 
w.ho did ,ma:ke ,the world. I accept wdth rull my heart. the te1LCih:ing C1f 
GenesIs· J; viz., tbtat beMn·d aU the pihenom:ena of the w'orld there Hes the 
crellltive power and purpose ()If ·t:he Living God. The new knowledge that 

;:. 
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. h brought simply c:on firm'S for me ·the g~{)rion~' meSis:age with. 
~~~:~eHot; Writ begins: '''In thE! begimrlng GOd:". To me Genesi~ ~&.a 
d,ivdnely ins,'Pired .doCillment announcimg ,to .mankmd. the ~.reM l'el'lgl'Ou!iI 
trnItlh that the Wol'ld, with a'll tlla.t ,therein IS, owes ats bemg to the cre-
ative Sipiri;t of God. . . . . . th ~ 

In addi.ti·on ,to :this religious me'esage, it is vy'e:1l to note t,hat· e. er 
of the vardous phases of creati-on as :t,hIe.re ,outlined., viz., .l~ ~di water, 
vegetation, fish, re'ptiles, !birds, mamm1iJ:s, and final1y men, IS 8IlbstJa.n
t!aHy the Sianl'e las the order announced by scIence. 
. I find a;m'pl-e proof IOf the inS'Pimtion of Genesis I. when iI compare 

't with the 'accoWlits of the crea.tion wlhieh other pea,ples have gdven~ e.g., 
~y.ptians lPolyneSJians, lMaories. Genesis I. towers a.bove all these like 
Mont Blaitc amon'g sa.nd-dunes, with a sublimity and a majesty WhIch 
speak 'Of tJhe Spirit of God. 

Let us now ret 'Over against that. a qUlOtllltion from Pro·felillSlOr Mal'1llhali's 
serIIIJon on, "Wihat 'Baptists 'Stand I"or," :preached at Queen's Road Ohureb, Cov
entr,y, Eng:lanif. It will be obse1"V'6d that Professor Marshall, in his 'PamPhlet, 
takes the quotatIon from his sermon 'entirely out of dots context. We print it 

here with its context: 

"Thus it cmnes about that in the J3a.ptist Oh111'c'hes th,ere is a re
marka:ble spiritual un:lty in spite of a g~elIIt diver.sity of thought. (7) 
Some of our people are.theologically the narrowest of the n·arrow, white 
others are the broadest of the broad, but ·all. are one in personal loyalty 
and devotion to Christ. We hold, for Instance, that the Christian disciple 
is free to adopt the Hebrew tradition about the cr~ation if It satisfies 
him, or the teaching on that subject ·of modern science. He Is free .to 
interpret the Scriptures by any method which commends itself to his. 
judgment as true-he can follow the' so-called orthodox method or the 
method pursued by modern scholarship. We are not in any way bound 
by the traditions of the past, but are perfectly.free to welco·me .all light 
and truth from whatsoever quarter they come, In the sure- confidence thllit 
all light is God's light and all truth is God's truth. Living In personal 

. loyalty to Christ, we have at the same time open minds for all new ·truth 
which God vouchsafes to reveal to mankind through any channe,I." 

WiU a.nyon-e in Ms senses 'believe that :wibJe:n .ProfeSISor Mars'h1llill uttered 
those words in Eng,lan'll' :he Intended on.ly to say thlllt the Ch'I'l:SI::ian discd!P}e is 
free Ito in·tel'Pr'et the six d'ays of 'crea;tion a,8' '''ordinary solrur d'ays," or as re-

. pl'esen,ting six Jong perioo,tIS 'Of ti-me? What d'oes he say? "S·om-e of 'our people 
1I;1'e theologdC8llly the narrowes.t of ·the n&lTow, whUe others are the broadest of 
the br.oad." Surely the broail,est of tJhe broad would include the moSlt. extTeme 
modernists. To this, of course, ,Professor lMarshall would offer no' objection. 
Then he sets "the Hebrew trad'it~on ,wbout the creation" over against "the teach
il!-g on that sU'bject of modem Is:cienee", and· hLentiofie's ,these two view,s ·by SaAY

ing, "He can folIow the so-called orthodox mel1hod or the meth'od 'Pursued . ,by 
mod!ern sc.hola.r"siMp". Th.us Iile sets the ·method pnrsued by modem 8choloarslhl.p 
in o.ppoSJition to the s~-called 'ol'thodox metho'll. Professor Marshalll's statem:ents 
at otlh,er times show clear~ what he means by ''It'he method pnrS'Ued· by modem 
scholarship" and by '"the t.eaching of modern scieIl·~e." He heG de
clared his dis.beIief in ,the historicity of the book of J,oMh. He hllASl declared 
tha.t if ,the :Ila.cts of science ('It cautious m'8.lIl would! speak of the alleged f.aeta 
of science) should contradict the Bi'ble, Ihe would aecept science. PerSiOnaUy 
we have not the shadow of a dou.bt that when Professor ·Marshall ,referred b 
"the Hebrew tradition 'about the Cl'eation," he meant the GeneSiLs account of 
creation as' opposed to the teaching ·O[ modern science'. WP. oh~l1p.nge Pro-
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fesso-r Marshall to disaV'Ow his accelptance of the evolutionary hypot·hes'is. We 
110 not believe .tha.t 'when ·the words to whioh we ,have ·refer:red were s·poken 
f~ni th.e lPul~!t of Que'en's Roald Church, Covellltry, by Professor Mars'ha,H, he 
intended !by th.e uee of tile phrase, "the Hebrew tradition about creation", 
merely an alleged Hebrew inter:pretati'on of the early cbaptoers of Genesis. We 

· believe 11e intended to characterize 'the Genesis account of 'creation as 8; Hebrew 
tradition; and to sa;y tha.t the Chrrisrtia,n dIsciple was fre·e ,to substitute for it 
the teac'hring of modern . science. 

NEWS FROM THE PROPHET. 
[The follo~ing IS reprliIwted from the latest issue of "The Prophet" 

-W. Gordon Brown, Editor.] 

IN-TERESTING CORRESPONDENCE WITH DEAN FARMER 

Dr. J. H. ·FarmE\r, . 
McMaster University, 

To,oolllto.· 3, Ontario. 
Dear Dr. ,Farmer: 

Box 517, OrangeviHe, Out., 
,Septe'mber 27, 1926. 

·1 nave often thought o·f a conversation which /Mr. W. S. ·Whitcom:be and 
· I· had with you in your OW11 offi'ce some months ago and Qf so-meth'!ng which 
y.ou said at that time. -
,. ks I 'fecall the conversatIon, and I have 'a vi'Vid recolfe'ction of it, it was 

t.o the .f·oU-awing eff,ect: 
,Mr. Whitcombe: How do you account, rDr. Farmer, for ,the blessing 

upon the work at Jarvis St.? There is a man jn my churCh wh.o says that 
, ,he is sure whloch i,s rig>ht, ,th'at Dr. -Shields is right, :because of the con

versions that ,they !have at Jarvi·s St. and the 'Mes'sing of the Lord upon 
the work. 1 'know that dOO8S not .prove it, ,but 'haw do you account for it? 

DIf. Farmer: Well, M;r. Whitcomhe, I wouldn't say thois outside, but 
I ,have wondered if it may not be that'" • '" '" (Dr. F1armer refuses per

nlission to publish what he .said at tMs point.) 
·Mor. Wihitcom.be: Well, Dr. Fa·rmer, I can hardly accept th·at. 

I 'write to llisk you if you can give me any good reas,on why t:his con versa
.!lon, as given above, should' not be given to our people th'rourgh the columns 
of OU'f ·paper; '''Dhe Prophet," wh'ich will ill the next editLon. be cIrculated 

· throughout the Convention. . 
You will be interested to kn"flw -that the .blessing of ,the Lord Is upon the 

work !h·ere. Last night 1 baptized' a fI.·ne ;lad of sixteen. We ·expect that stHI 
ID-ore will ,follow. 'The revival meetings here brought m'anoy to' Ohrdst. For .this 
.we praise Hlim. 

P.lease rem.em:ber that no matter ,how much we may differ on matters of 
poli.cy, I shall continue to regard ·you a·s a true s·cholar and a good teacher. 

As for the above question, r" sh'ould be ,g,lad to re·ceive a reply at your 
earliest possible convenience, as our ·paper goes to .pre·ss very soon. 

. Yours very ,sincerely, 
In the serv.ice o·f Clhri-st, . 

('Si·gned) W. 'GORDON BROWiN'. 

Stoufllvrlle, Sept. 27, 192.6. , 
I ihave· '/your statement re the conversation In the 'Sanctum. Sanctorum with 

the >Dean af Theology. You;r report of ,the convers'ation i·g. absolutely correct. 
You· eoulod h'ave mad'e ,it fuBer so as' to· make -the mean'ing of 'Dr. :Farmer's 
explanation clearer, ·but as it Is, it is true to what he ,sa:id. His idea was that 

(I 

,
" 
\ 

/j 

I ... ~ 
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'" '" '" '" (I>r. Farmer gave his reason in private, but ·refuses to divulge it in 
public. Heuce this part· is omitted'.) 

M;y reply to 'him was: "Well, Dr. Far·mer, that may .s·atisfy you, but it does. 
not ·satisfy me." T1hat conversation did more to -lower Dr. Farmer in my esti· 
mation tha·n aU that ha.s 'happened before or .since. 

. ('Signed) . W. S. WHITOOMBE, 

MI'. W. Gordon Brown, 

in a (persona'l 'letter to the Editor. 

Omce of 
Dean in Theology 

McMASTER UNIVERSITY 
Toronto, Canada. 

. Oetober 1st, 1926 . 

Box 517, Orangeville, Ontario. 
Dear 'Brother IBrown-

There is the very good and sum·cient ·reason that it would be distinctly 
d·ishonorllible. I have alway.s regard.ed convel"1sations between ·friends J.nd 
especiral.ly between teachers an"d' students as s·acredlty· ·private and, not public. 
And it wotrld n()t be fair t,() give to the· ·public. a report which I am' not pr.e
pared to approve as exact 'and ·which: .mig.ht give' them a very wroILg impres
sion .of what. my ·considered jud·gment is. 

I am glad to hear of blessings' on your w.or·k. G.enuine conversions are 
of ·God ·and! in themselves are always ground for rej-oicing. 

. Yom's 'sincerel-y, 
JHiF/.AiEM (Signed) J. H. FARMER. 

The only ;reason we refrain from qu'oting the conversat\.on above r.eferred 
to in full :is that Dr. Farmer definitel,)," said, "I would not say this outsIde," 
thus making th.e matter in point .specifically con1lde.nti'al. 

But why should, Dr. Farmer say .thin.g·s to 'students ,,~hich ·he would .not 
eay ,to our Baptist brotherho'od? Why? 

It would' ;be ·well !for our people to ·know exacUy ",hat is the· attitude of 
McM'aster University professor:s and governor.s to the work oOf the L()rd 3.S: it 
is ·carried on in ·pow.er by those who stand out boldly and uncom.promisingly. 
for the Bi'ble as the infallible· Word of God. And w!hy shoul'd thelY" not know? 

Is .it the ,policy of franknes.s and fairness to s'ay things about great men 
in private and then refuse to have ·them mad;e pU'blic? 'Is ·this not the method 
o[ ;gos·sip and slander?1 

Is Dr. Farm-er ashamed ()f what he 'said? We must confes-s that we our
·selves were grIeved at dt, and, th'at beyond .words. 

But there is a dlay coming when "t'hat which Is .s-poken in the ear sh'all 
be proclaim.ed ·from the house-tops."-Ed. 

The 8lbove correspondence, ta;ken from the latest issue of The Prophet, of 
which Mr. W. Gordon Brown is the Edit'or and Pll'blisiber, demands more than 
1l. !p8.&sin,g re-f,erence. Dr. Fwrmer w.rites Mr. Bno-wn to say bhat ''it would be 
diSltinctIy ,d·ishonoura,ble" for him t·o dlivl1'lge that which was .privately com
municated Ito him Iby Dr. marmer. We readHy grant that ·conll.d'en-tlia;! communi
cations between fr.iends a.oo sometimes absolutely nece.!;'3a.ry; 'but there is.a type 
of. "'P'l"iivate" converS1l.tioll which merits the 'severest cen-sure ;and tJhoe. utmost 
publicity. 

The Scripture .rua·s somewhat 1;0 sll4Y' a.bout cer-ta'in pruV:&ile anld con.fid'ential 
matters. David sa.id, "Wlb.oso privi.ly slandereth his neighlbour, him will 'I cut 
off." What right !has aony man .pnivately .to s·lan-dier another? We reeadl an in
stan·ce wlh.ere one came -to us and commupdca.ted to llS a ver.y .sJ.anderouSi report 
respecting a certain ·per.son, a!l1·d, (having done so, he said, "Now, Iplease und.er
sta·nd I have told you th·is In 1Jhe utmost confidence," ta "Ihich w'e .replied,· "I 
a'bsO'I'lIltely refuse ·to l'eSlpeet your confiden'ce. You come Ito me with ;this sIan
(lerous -speech and end'eaNour ·tD inject yKlur pOoisDn into my mind in res'Pe'ot tOo 
another man, and bhen you woUJld seal my Jips so· tha.t I .m;ay ·not g-ive tha;t man 
op;portunity to defend himself; you pl'Opose to poisou my mind algainst IMm 



:14 (004) TH·E GOSPEL WITNESS Oct .. 7, 1926 

-and make it impossible for anyone on earth to eliminate yout' 'POison. I 
T6garo your' actio·lJJ 'as utterly ,un·f1lli.'l" talld uncihristllan; and 1 "SIh·all g'l) im-medi

·ately to the .person concerned anu in'form him of what you have ~ald." Of all 
. the wick·eel t'hings of -which mell' are. guUty, there is tSC·aa·celJy anyt!hing to sur-
pass ·this "confidential" .practice of destroying ot1her men's repu.ta.tions. 

This has 'been .the mletihod wh:ich tile McMaster ilJJterestSl :have emp'!.oyed 
aU over Ws Oonve:ntion: by private '1eltters and ,personal' oonversaJtlons they 
have injected their po!.son into the minds of many, makJing it imposs·ible for the 
persons s,landered to defe·lJJd'. themselves. But the Scripture· ll'lliSl something ,eIs·e 
to say about- Ithiis "confid'elJJtial" ·hab.it. Paul spe"lllks ·of "false brethren unawares 
broug.ht, in, who carne ill privily to S-py out our liberty which we have in -Christ 
Jesus, .t1hJat they .might ·bring us into boon·clage: to whom we gave :place ·by sub
j&etion·, no, not for an hour: that th·e truth ()f t!h.e gospel mlgh.t c·o·lJJtinue with 
you." And ·agaJn, "But there were fa'~S'e ,prophets oa;J.'so a.mong the 'people, ·even 
as there sh'l1111 be false teacihers among you, who privily sha}.} bring in oilamilaible 
lleresies, even denying t'he I..ord iliat ·bought them, and bring u'P'On ~e·mselvee 
swlllt de.sJtruction. And man.y s·hall fo11()w their .pern.icio\liSl ways; 'by re·ason ()f 
whom the wa.y of" truth shall be evil ·s·poken of·. And through covetousneSIS 
shail tihey with feigned word'S make merchan'Ci:ise of you: wlhose judgment now 
of a long time lingereth not, and. their. damnation slumber!e.tJh not." 

Thus the Devil accom.plisheS Ms· purposes "privily"; aliter ·this faSihdon 
he steaJs our Uberty and brin·gs in "da.mnable herest'es". It is w.rltten, "Every 
one ,that doeth e·vB 'h.a.teth the llglht, neither cometlb.: to tlhe Ught, 'lest :his deeds 
should be .reproved. But he ·that deeth truth (lometh ·to the Ught, that his deeds 
may be ma'lle manifest, .tih·at th.ey aie wTougiht in God:." 

But what wa.s this matter wihdch Dr. Farmer objects to have published? It 
h8IPpene thill.ll; these matters were oommunicated' to us 'by Mes8'l's. Br{)wn and 
Whitcombe SIOme· tim'S ago, a.nd we now have before us .thls report from 
'I'he P1'O'phet in which. Dr. Farmer says, ".It wou·ld ,be d,istinctly dishonou·r8lble" 
to l"eport what he saJd. 
. We are forced now to ask the question, Can there ever be justHIC8ltion for 
pu,bllisihlng a ·pr;i.vate oonvenmtion? When a crime has ibeen committed, when 
&. ·.serious offence .has been pe·l'IPe.tratEid a.g'aJnst 'One's person or property, the 
police doo not hesitJaJte to tJa;ke f,ull possession of iIli1l private oomm.'unicwtions. 
We undtlTstand., indeed, that it is not uncommon fo.r omcers of the Law care· 
fu'l~ to ,scTutinize letters llassdilg thll'Ou·g.h the madl, eve:n though those lette.rs 
are of th'e most .prlvate c:haraoter possible. We regr:et :to ·h'wve to say tha.t we 
are 1lace to fa.ce with just such a situation In our Denomination :to-day. Sena.tor 
McMaSitex d'edic·ated h!s fortune to the propa'grutlon of the gl'eat ·principles of 
the gOS!Pel of -Christ, by which lJe Mmse·If had be·en saved and in wihich he re· 
jolced. The Conve·n.tion acce·pted that sacred trWlit, and is under a SiOlemn 
obliga,tlen ·to ·a'<iminister th'll,t estate in the intereSits of· the Ba.ptist inteIjpretation 
o[Evange"UcallChristia.nity .. ·We deli'berately affirm that the present;:,rnana'gement 
of M·cM·aste:.r Univ·ersity are gui1ty of a course which must inevitably pervert 
tihe gospel of Chl'·ist and turn the Denomination away from the ·fai-th. When. 
therefore, one ha.s pos1itive knowledge th'llit ·men t'l11ke contrary 'POstitions---one in 
prlva;te an.d aonothell :in public, and play a double game-.SlUl"ely the time has· 
come to eXipo·se .slUcih a course, in 'Ord·er that thie. :people may 'be informe·d of their 
peril. We, .the.re.fore, take full responsiblUty ,for publishing that w:hdch Messrs. 
Brown and Whit·oombe have· deleted fro.m their c01ll!lllunicat-ion. We ~l'ave not 
a.sked their .permds·siion-they are not to blame. . But we 8.lPpeal to the Denomi
nati'On ,to say w-hether the Dean in T,heoJogy can, by any ibIbllcal .s,tandare, be 
justllfied far what !he oSI8.Id. 

We ask OUT r·eaders to go back in this article to ·th'e letter wJ'i,tten by Mr. 
Brown to Dr. Farmer andl read a;ge.in It:he reported conveTSl8.tlon between Mr. 
W!hitcombe and the Dean. and complete Dr. Farmer's remarl[ as fonows: "Well. 
Mr Whitcom'be. I wouldn't !;ay this outside. 'but I have wondered j.f it may not"be 
that Satan has withdrawn his opposition there' in order to gain a greater vic
tory later." Then we ask ·our readerS! to turn to Mr. Whltoom-be's letter to Mr. 
Brown, confi·rming Mr. Brown's report of !Mr. W'hitcombe's ·conversation with 
Dean Fal1Iller, and! where the asterisks occur, read as folLows: "His Idea was 
that Satan, by withdrawing his opposition at Jarvis Street, would thereby· 
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allow the pastor o·f that church to gain a great· ·name for himself and he would 
be known far and wide as a man who was doIng a great work. He would .thus 
be able to do great destruction to those whom he might ·attack. Thus Satan 
by allowing a great work to be done In Jarvis Street, wdu'ld finally bring about 
greater damnation than if he had opposect the work there." . 

What ,have we here? Here aTe young men wh·o e~rteSs their belie,f that 
God is rea;l!}.y bles'sing the work in J'8i1"V'l8 Street to the conversion of soule
·but the Dean, in Toh.eoJJogy al1b'ibutes such 'BIeem-ing ,prosperity to Sa.tan: S8Itan 
,haS wi-thdTl8.wn his opposition, he has d·ellberately .p.1a.nned to ma.ke Jar:vis Street 
proSlPerous, in' '(J,rder ,that some 'day !he ,m8.ly' effect a collapse, and ,thus work 
inestimable injury to ·tJhe ca.uSJe of Ghrist. The Ed~tor of ,this paper has ·been 
slandered after thIs fa.shion alII. over the Con.ventfJOn, not, <penb&ps, in these 
exact words. But another .gentleman came to our .oroce i'e.portirug Dr. Farmer 
as ·havIng said to Ihfm. personally, "Dr. ShieldS is either insane, or else he is 
a lioar." We supPose itJhds wa.s a.1so a "conll.dentiaJ" communication. 

jM,uch has ,been said a'bout ·lIhe "methods" and "spirU" of T,he Gospez 
Wf.tnes& and its ,Ed-itor. Our "meth!~ds" haye at leasl! ~eel1 open and IIIbove 
board; we ihave s·aid nothing in private;- we.have come out into the light; and 
we have openly challenged .the Chancellor and t'he Dean and all coneemed, in 
any public way, to convdet us of \having made one false statement. They brave 
refused ·to accept the ch8JJ.enge; it 'hM eve·r been their ,practice to lWoid' the 
issue. . 

Last week, by the ,puiblication of an article from The Western Recorder, 
we exposed the inexcUisruble a.ttemopt on, tAle par:t of P'rofessor J. G. Brown to 
crede.ntia:l Modernism by attaCthing to it the ·greet name of Dr. John A. Broaaus. 
In aIlIOther article in th.is issue we have shown that The Canadian Baptist 
attempts ·tJhesa.me :thing wi.toh the name I()f Spu1"goeon. What 'sl$,H be sa.id of 
such "met~.od&" as ,these? Wiha.t shall ·be said! of Dean Farmer's ·\m.ethods" in 
attTibuting ,such work 'as is done in JarvtSl Street Ohure;b t'O the .:power of SaJtm? 
We chaJ.lenge Dr. Farmer and· alol his brigade to come to Jarvis. Sbreet Church 
and we wiU take them to ns'lt 'the 'homes of some who ai'e n(Jw mem'bers of 
Jarvis Street. We ask them to i.IlSIPect ifJhe lives of these men and women Who 
have been 'Slaved from sin, whose lives ha.ve been troa.nsiformed, Whose ihomes 
have 'been sweetened and made houses of 'Prayer and 'Worship. We can g,ive Dr, 
Farm'er" and any: who oom;e with 'him, a w·eek's excursion .through. .the ihomes 
of Ja.r:vis Street O11I1lroh where they wUI !hiear testimonies fr'Om some who, for 
a score of yean, had: never daTkened the d'Oors of a place of worship, ·.from 
otheI'S 'who had' been mere formaJis,ts, knowing nothing of the vita,;l power of 
godline'SlS. But the Dean in Theology woul'dl ,tell two young men thlat the 
miracles of gra.ce whic:ru God ihas ·gra.cl·o~y wrought, pal'tly through 'QUI' humble 
ministry and ltJ'hrough tihe ministry 'of the chu,rch as a whole, are ·to be a.ccounted 
for by the withdl'lawaJ. of sa.tanic opposition! 

What do our !I"oeaAiers think 'Of Dr. Fal'lmer's ",spirit"? What do OUT reMer'S 
estimat'll would ,be the proibwble effect of tbis "spirit" ·u'pon the ministers o·f the 
future? Do not IOUI' readers agree wit'll; uS! that ·wch "confideIlltIal" slander'as 
is· -here reveaJed, ought to be mad'e 'public? No ful'ther oo·mnienJt; is needed· on 
the venel'lable Dean's !I"oe'Dlarks otheT than f:h.e words of Scripture:. 

"Then WaiS ,brO'1l'ght unto him one poss·essed· wlith a devil, bUn·d, and 
. dumb: an.d he healed him, in ·so much that the blind 18,Jl;d' d'um'b both spake 

and SlIIW. And 'aU the people were amaz.ed, and'said, l,s not this the· son 
of David? But when -the Phari'8l6es :heard it, they said, This feLlow doth 
not .cast out d'evIls, but by Beelzebub the prince of ,t!iJJe devils. And J·esus 
knew their thought.s, and said unto them, iEvery ldngdom ·divided against 
itself is broughit to desolation; and every city or house divided against 
itself shall not stan~: and if Satan ,cast out Satan, he ,is divided aga.inst 
himself; how ·shall then hds kingdom stand? And if I ,by Beelzebu'b east 
qut devils .. by whom do y'Our children 'ca.Sit thiem out? tb.eTefore they shall 
be youqo jud'ge. But if 1 QaSt oUot devils by tihe Spirit of God, then the 
kinogdom of God is come· unto you. Or else ihow can one ·enter into a 
strong man"s ·house, and spon 'Ms goods, excelPt he first bind the strong 
mali? and then he Will spoil h18' house. He .that is not wlith ·me Is 
against me; and !he thait . gaJthereth not with me scattereth abroad. 
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, , 
Wherefore I sa.y unto YIOU, All manner of sin and' blasiphemy sruaU 'be for,
given, unto men: but the ·blJasp'hemy IIIg1ainst the Holy Ghost shlil,l not be 
forgiven unto men. And wh'Osoever s'peaketh a word against .the Son of 
man, it shall be fo.rgiven him: but Wh'OsiOBver s'peak-at·h against the Hal,)" 
Ghost, it s!hall not be forgiven him, nef.tib.er in 1:!h.is world, nei·ther In the 
world t'O come. EHher .make .the tree g'Ood, iIIJld bios fruit gOOd; or elee 
make the tree corrupt, and his -fruit 'corrupt: for the \.':ee il3 known 'by 
'his fruit. 0 gensmUon of vipers, how can ye, !being evil, speak .good 
things? llor out of the abullJdanee of the hear.t the moutih s·peaketh. . A 
good man out of Ith'e goo·d trlea.sure of thle heart ·brlnge.th for.th ,good 
things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure 'bringeth .forth e~i1 
things. But I say unt'O you, 'Doot every id'le word if:Ihat men shall speaY:, 
they shall give Ij,oCcount thereo·f inj,the -day of judgment. For 'by t'hy war-as 
thou s·hialt be juetifi,ed, and ·by thy words t'bJou soolt 'be condemned." , 

. II"' 
. OTHER PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS. I 

Following the foregOing we vB'lllt:ure now to publis·h two other eonversau,i;Ii~. 
T.hey were, it is true, "'Private" in ,tilIe sense that they we.re not held in any 
·public pla·ce. They were not, at th·e tim·e, -labelle-d "conflderutial'," ·a·nd in'asinu:oo 
as they refen-ed t'O .public mllJtJters, under thie pr·esent exigencies we believe we 
are' abundl!l.Il.tly jus'tifi·ed! 'in giving ,the fa:ctA8' to th'e Baptist ·public. '. ' 

Befol'e his appoIntmen.t as Chairman, the ·present Cih.airman of .I';he . B6a.td 
of Governor.s in·f'Ormed us ·th'fljt he had ooen approached by the 1Jb.·en Olm.nc·ellor 
urging him· to a'ccept the OhIa.il'man·SIlri·p :of the Boa;r·d. He said that the e~n
cellor complained· oll .the ·moribund condition of the Board of ·Gove.rnOrs. The 
gentle·man who was 1lh..en OhaiTmillJl was very'111 a·nd unable to eJreooise tb,e 
duties of 'his ofiiee, while other. mem.bers 'Of the BoaI'd seldlQm, if ever, s,ttended. 

'We ,recall ·that tlve gen-tieman in question iIlforme.d IIIIS th'll;t the, Chancellor 
said 'he envied the Home MissiIQn Board its efficiency, it was so well ol'ganize~, 
and Us work was 'SIO t'hIOr'OughJy done. He had na·mad certai'll men 'as n'Ot giving 
s,btentilon to ,the WOl'k of the Boa.rd of Governors; and :tJhoen we d'lstlnctly l'eca!I.J 
that our friend ne.ported the ChanceU'or as saying: "As for Dr. S'anderson: 
I don',t kllJQW whether !he bias' a'llY God ;left lOr llJOt." 

The 6'eCond conversation we had WIIiS with the ·Chairman of the For>eJ,gn 
Mission Boa.rd, who is a.l.&o a mem'ber IQf the Board of GovoeTn01"lS.. After the 
former C'hancellor ·had resigned and 'before his resignation had ·been made 
public, som'e time in !the spring of 1922, we .hIad an intervlew with· the CluiJ.r
man of the Foreign Mission Board because 'he WJaS a member of a committee 'Of 
the Boa;rd 'Of Gover·nors ·of McMaster University a;ppointed to nominate a nomi
nating committee to select!8. new Ohancellor, We communica.ted to ,the FoI\B.l.gn 
Mi'ssdon Boand Ohairman OILT am:xiety about the future, and' we &aid· to him that 
hitherolo lOur d'ifficulty had ·been ,boot we had 'had' no one inside th'e Unirer.slty 
whIQ woWd IQppose its d'Elparture from the ~th; and we expreS'8ed ·the 'Opinion 
toot i·f a strong man were selected. '!I.S Chancellor, he would be able himself to 
keep Old·en :i'll his own hous·e. wlIbhout ·m:!Ilkill!g it neC9SiSlar.y to disturb the whIQle 
Denomina,.ti·on in ord:er to ·affect re1lorm. To thiis we d'istinctly r·ecall Mr. Moore 
Sl8.id, "1 am afraid McMaster Univer.sity is IPILst redemption." He then told us 
tha.t foor iIIJl extended. 'period .bre dIad not even attend,ed the meetings IQf the Bos,rd 
of Govennors because he CIOuld not .give it his unqllllllified, suppol't. He. s·aid· they 
had ,a;ppr.oa·c,hed 'him with a view to his accepta,.nce of thie Chairmans'lil.p of the 
Board, 'but he hiad declined the .po.s.ition !fo·r tW'O reasons: 'one, ·tha,.t lie' did not 
feel he coulid, giv.e .the Un.iversity the .financial leadersh,\p it would 'expect of one 
in that :pos.ition; .and secon.d:ly, that he cou'Id· not give :tJhe institUJtilOri his un
reserrved ;s.upport. He mid, however, Ib!e lbia:d compromised .by pnomf.S'ing to 
endeavou·r to aUend' the' meetings o·f the Board more regularly. We told Mr. 
Moore that we did not 'believe M'cMaster University walil! "pasll redemption"; that 
all that was necessary was to chauge tile perso\lnel of the Board year :by year, 
and the needed reforms! couid ibe effected. To th'is .he replied tha,t tQ accomplish 
such a change would involve such an uplheaval that he feared men could not be 
found who would ·be wiiJ.ing to pay the .price. We ·t.ohen said to ;him that if Mc
Master UnivBTlsdty did n'ot mend her w,ays' we felt SUf'e another educa.tional 
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institution would arise to seTve ,tJhe Baptist Denomination; :perihaps, of nece'9Sity, 
in the beginning at least, on a very modest scale; and that -if no one else took 
action, if! Ibhlings continued as they we.r,e now, we wO'llld endeavour to star,t suell 
an institution ~urselvesl. To this Mr. Moore replied, "I have s'ODletime'llI thought, 
Dr. Shield's! that saJ.vatl.on wHl come ,toot way." 

Reason fo,r Action Before the Walmer Road Convention. 
It was' :because of these two conversations we toolk action before the 

Walmer Ruad ·C<lnvention or 1922. At tDlJe close of the ·Educational SessIon of 
that Oon,vention we went .to !the Chairman of the Board 'of GovernoroSl who ibJad 
himself· nominated Dr. San·derson for the poSition or Governor and reminded 
hlm ,of o'ur conversation. He F.aid that lhe d'i'Stinctly recalled someone's having 
said to him that ·he ,did not know whether the ,gen,tl'eman in question bad a,n;y 
God left or nlot, but he did not remember who ha.J said. it. I tJhen ask ell him. 
"What ,is an ihonest man to do in view of you.r action ,thIs afternoo·n in snPlPQl't
ing the candidature I()f the gentleman in question?" We .then cros~ed' the church 
to the nomh 'side 'and asked Mr. Moore if he r.acaJlJled t.he conversation we had 
had with him in his of:fl.ce ,in which he E'x'pressed the view that McMaster Uni
v·ersity was past redempti.on, to which he Teptled in th'e affirmative. We then 
said to ham, "Whalt is an honest man to do in view o.f your course this after
noon? I may be wrong in my methods. J h'ave only -done t'h!e best I could 
because no one e-lse woui'd move at all. IHut are YOU justified, tbecause you dis
agree with my methods, in sacrificing the prin'Ci:pleS' involve,d?" 

When we d1elivered an addl'ess in JaJrVis ·Sttreet OhU:I'Ch ThuTooay, Jta,nual'Y 
24th, 1924, on the action of McMas.ter UnIversity in oontfe'rring ·a degree, on Dr. 
W. H. P. Faunce, we rel8Jted ,th'e conv·ers·ation we had hail with Mr. Moore, 
omitting two items. We said that MT .. MOoore· had: d,ecUned' ,t'ble Ghairmanshtp 
of th,e Boolfd tlor two reasons, ,but we na,med only one of them: we did not 'Slay 
that he did not fee'} -like giving .the fi,Iltancia'L .le'lliderslh.ip he ,felt wou-ld be ex
pected of the Chairman. The other item we daUbe,ratel'Y refrained' from men
tioning w&! in ,co·iLnection with 'our rema,Tk about the likelihood of another 
education1lll insti·tution be:i'ng SitJarted. We did not Te-pam 'in that public 'add,rass 
that we had. said, "If no one else &tarts one we win start one ours·elv'e9." Our 
address was in proo.f M<mday morn.lng, January 28th, as we had pI.ann~d to go to 
press Monday night, in orde'r that we -might take copIes with us to Montreal, 
wheTe we .had an e.ngag·ement to SlPeak in Point St .. Ohilll"les ChurcJI, Wednes
day, January 30otb-. We ,tJherefore sent a copy of the .proof conta:ining our 
report of our conveI'lElation with Mr. Moore to Mil". Moore by special messenger 
:Mon-day aftem'oon, an'd wi·tth .that colPY the foUowing letter: 

"Jarvis Street Baptist. Church, 
Mr. S. J. Moore, Janu.ary 28th, 1924. 
Royal Bank Building, 
Toronto: 
Dear Mil'. Moore: . 

I have been i-nfor·mted .tha.t ,there 8lPPeared in one of the City papers 
"last we·ek SIOIIIle comment by yoursel·f on thM part 'of mty 'address Oon 
Thursday evening last in w:hich I retf~N"ed; to you. I have been una-ble 
tOo obtain a cOopy of any paper. in. wh;ich this interview appears.. 

I have been informed that y:our statement was to ,the 'effect ttbat my 
re'IIlaTks were a ·half-truth·. . I venture· to enclose a.- copy 'of the ·steno
graphiic repoot of that part of my addres,s in which I referred to 'yollmel'f. 
I freeLy admi·t that two items I deliberta!tely omitted from my statement; 
but I should ·be pel'fectly wiUing to include Ibhem wihen the address Is 
printed. 

The -two matters, as I reca.ll them, were as ,fooUow:s:: You wiU observe 
that I ,have said .that you said there were ,t'WlO reasons why you d'eclined 
the ·Chadtr;ma.nshtp of ,the Boa·rd of Govern·ors. I ,staJted only one of :the 
two reasons. The other, as I reca.IJ, W8JSI that 'YOu felt t11ta.t ·ytOu were 
not prepared to give to ;tJhte InstitUtion the financi'llll lea.derSthiip which 
would ,be expected of the. Chairman of the Board: the other item was 
that I said another Baopttstt educational institution W'Ould proba.'b'ly arise,-
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I added: "U no one else starts one I wiH start it myself". With these 
two exceptions, as I ·reca.1I, my statement covers tae whole g.round cov
ered by our conversation. 

I am. sending Y'l'U .the enclOsed proof merely to lIill·k two th-ings; llrst, 
whether thiere is any;t.hing in my repol't of· our conversation wMch, in 
YOUIl" opinion, is 1::0ntmry to f8iCt; and secondly, wh.ether you would prefer 
that I s·hould add the two litems which I deliber&tely omitted. 

I am sending, ,this ·Ietter ,by the :hJand: of Mr. F,raSler in th,e hope that 
it may be possibl.e for you to give ;hUm a note in reply. My address will 
issue from the ,press' to-morrow, and, 8IBI "I desire to exe·reise the 'utmost 
=e nut to misr-epresent 'anyone in the ·sdiglb.tes't degree, I .Slhrould be 
favored if you oouad convenie·ntIy let me !have a reply 'by Mr. Fraser. 

With kindest· regards, I am. . 
Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd.) T. T. SHIELDS." 

M,ond'ay night we had to spe8!k at ,Mim!co, and returned from lViimico 
direcrt.ly· to the printers'. .A1Iter: revising proof, at about three o'clock in the 
morning, we had an hour's respite from llroof>.reading and rran 'hiome for '8. little 
lunch. On arriving ,tlhere we found ,the following letter from M,r. Moore, w.hJich 
had ibeeIl! delivered in the evening, awaiting us. We had t.o complete the proof
r.eading in order that Thc (}Qspel Witncss might go to pres·s· th.e first -thing in 
the morning, and we were unBlble to 'c<lnsult furt.iher with !Mr. !Moore at that 
hour; we thierefol'e d'ecided to deaete our repol'!t of .tJhe conversation. 

Rev. T. T. Shields, D.D., 
To.ronio. 

Dear Dr. Sh.ieIds: 

"142 Jiameson Avenue, 
T,oronto, Jan. 2Bth/24. . . 

I .am in M1::ei'pt of YOUll' -letter of this 'dJarte, delivered by Mr. Fra.ser, 
wi·1lh !boo endosed proof-sheet. Your statement d·oes ·not record -the con
versation I had' with you in M'a1'Ch of 1922 e/BI I recall it, and certain.ly 
does n,ot relPresenrt my views at the present time. . 

I regard your .repoi'rting the ,conversllluion 'a'S a ,bireach of confi,dence, 
&, therefore :thre re;porl mould' not be publish-ad. If it is llubIis'hed th·is 
letter sIhould also 'be ,puMished with it. 

Yours very truIy, 
(Sgd.) S. J. MOORE." 

WHY PUBLISH IT NOW? 
Things 'hraV'e 'gone llnom bad to worse in our Denominrarti-on, and ,it seems 

necesSlary now ·to give to ,tlhe Baptis,t public these tacls. Surely it shows that 
the Editor of The Gospel Witness is not. the only one who has 'felt al'lnn on 
aC1::Ount of. the present trenil of things in McM'8llIter University. It wiU show 
tb.a.t we rtook our pu·blic !Stand only after we had vainIy endeavor-ed in rpriViate 
te move infiuen.tial Illien to take action. Could we then be jusUfied, in view 
of th.is knowledge; in sitting idIy by and al,lowlng MO'dern.ism to capture t,he 
University, a·nd, thr:O'Ilgh rthe University, the DenominaA;ion? Dr. Farmer's 
expIan'ation of spiritual blessing in Jarvi·S! Street, made ·to M·ess,rs.' Brown and 
Wihitcom-be, shows to whlllt terrible lengths men wiH go, ,!,ike the Ph!arisees of 
old, to burttress up a dea.d '8.nd decaying system. We ,publish! !thes·e facts that 
we may 'put the respon·si.biIi-ty upon the people of this Convention. T.ney must 
decide for ,th.emselves whether they win ·be partners in thts ,official' &Url'II'endier 
to. Modernism. 

CAN IT BE STIFLED IN COMMITTEE. 
We have just. receiv·ed a report as we go ,to press that at the coming 

COllvention a ·move wi!}} :be mad'e to appoint 'a commIttee to ta'ke the whole 
controversy oulj of the Convention, that it may :be thus privately discussed and 
a report ·presented ·next year. We do not kno·w ·whe~er tIlLis report is accurate 
or not, ,but as we m·ention no names in connection w.fth· it, we are' justified 
in refe'rring to what at ·least has been rumoured. 
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Would· this be a wise plan? What would happen? The Committee would, 
of .cow's8, have .to be compos.ed of an equal numlber :from both sides 'Of the 
controversy, and' ,that Committee would 'have to appoInt a neutra'l Ohairman. 
The Comm·ittee w'Ould then have a year .to do its 'work. What would happe·n 
in the 'meantime? In ,the nature' of the case, discussion of. the subject would 
have t.o "be suspended,-the whole matte.r to Ibe st,b judice. IMeanwhile the 
fals'e teaching. ·would· continue .in M,cMaster Univ.ersity; the same wicked 
re'sollution would remain on the books ·of ,the Home M,jossioon Board; of neces
sity a1<1 our d'enominational funds would suffer; and we ,should ;reach the end 
o·f the y·ea:l' in a ·worse' plight .than we are a:t presen.t. 
~ !have a .counte·r proposal .to ma:ke. W!e approve of the appointment of 

a committee which wouI'd take· ·the discussion o·f the whole matter out of the 
Convention, but dt sh.ould :00 the business of that Committee to see that each 
sid·e of the controversy ·should prepare a full statement of ,its case, eac!h sIde, 
of cours·e, being 'allowed equal s'pace in which ,to ,state itS' case, and each 
side being allowed to 'pre,pare its clllse in its own wa.y and by whomsoever 
it might appo'int to do ',the' ·work. These two statements should' be .published 
together ,in an official bookh~t :by au·thority of the Committee.· TIlle Committee 
wou,ld then take steps to send that booklet to every church in ·tbe Convention 
in suffi·cient .quantities for ·every individual. mem·ber ,to receive a copy. Time 
ShOldd be giv.en, ten or eleven months If ne'cessary, for the' car'eful study and 
discussion of the whole matte·r in the ind1vidual ·church. A ·certa1-n da:te could 
then :be' set, covering a period, perhaps, of two week-s, withIn which time ever·y 
chnrch in the Convention s'hould be brought together to vote upon the ques
tion and ex·pr.es-s it's view. If thought wise t'he Committee could even prepare 
form·s of resoluliion: one to ,the effect that the 'eviden-ce supported McMaster's 
contention, and therefor,e It was deserving oOf t~e conifiden-ce of the De·nomina
tion; another, 'tihat the ev-idence su.pported the 'ContenNon of ,those opposed· to 
MqM:aster's 'Course, and that. therefore some change should !be effected; ·and 
possibly a third ,form of resolution to ,the eff·ect ·that the· church ·was unable, 
with the e·vidence before it, to re'ach a·ny verdict. All tMs, 'how.ever, would 
be a matter of detatl whIch tlie Committee could arrange. 

'If a major.!ty of the members of the Cihurcl1·es of the Convention should 
thus :be found to endorse McMaster's present .(lourse, the Ed'itor of The Gospel 
Witness wou·ld, under such conditions, 'Pledge .himseI.f pe'a:cefuUy to withdraw 
from the CORvention and continue his woOr·k as 'an independent Regular Baptist 
outside of the CoOnve·ntion. But we do not propose any such withdrawal until 
all the people have ibeen ·glv.en an opportunity, with aU the evidence pro
curab~e before them, to pronounce upo·n the que'stiQn in· ·hand. 

As' for the ·reported proposal of :a co·mm·iUe.e, ·we must frankly declare our 
opposition to it. This is a question ,for the rank and· fHe of· the members of 
ou.r Denomination to decide. . 

DEAN CONDEMNS DIS'CIPLE DOCTRINE YET AL'LOWS IT 
TO BE TAUGHT. 

By Pastors w. S. Whitcombe and W. G. Brown, McMaster '25. 

(This article also is copied from "The Prophet" ·of O·ctober 9th.-Ed. of "The 
Gospel Witness".) 

One of :the grea..test· my,steries .of the present· contmv.ersy is Dr. J. H. 
Farmer, the De·an of Theology .of McMaster Univer,sity. How a man whoO, 
in cl'a'ssroom an·d in .public Is a..bsolute'ly orthQdux, ca·n sU'ppon and def,end 
others whoO are not, must remain an unsolved .puzzle. Another example of" 
the dis-crepancy between -Dr. Farmer's beli.ef and, Dr. ·marmer's. practi-ce is 
found in 'Ms sanctiQn·ing ,the establishment of a cla·ss in M'c'Ma:ster University 
to teach the doctrines .of the people who are known as the "Disciples of Christ/' 

Negotiations with the Disciples Failed. 
'Dr. Farmer once .asserted vel'lY strongly his oOpin'ion as :to ,the teacMng 

of this body. We r.emember the incident all t'be more cLearby :becalllSe Dr. 
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Farmer i.s, not a man who Is given to censuring .those from whom ~e differs on 
matters, o·f theology. The occasion was 'a dass in New Testament Greek, of 
two years ago. lIn order till illustratoe some passage which was under review, 
the Dea·n related to' us 'Ms experience as a I,Ilember of 'a committee aplp'ointed 
by the Convention to ,conf·er. with the Disciples as to the "possLbilit), of hringing 
the ,two denom1natiolls ,together in some sort of union. He told how .the joint 
com.mittee had talked over a number ()f points and found tJheIlllSelves in ag.r.ee
ment with one another. Dr. FMmer, however, feU that the re'aI point at 
Issue was 'being mis·sed, and so he hi:mseIf an,troduced the questi'On of baptism·. 
To make h-is poInt as ·clear and concrete a's po,ss'ible he aS'ked the repre,senta
Uves ()f the "Disciples" what they would s'ay about the salvation Qf II) certain 
promin.ent paedo-Baptist who had' just recently dIed. This· man had been a 
sincere believer and of uud1sputed Chr·j,stian c'hara:cter. Dr. ,IDaJrmer a'sked 
the "Disciples" i.f they would say that this man was saved even though !he had 
never 'been immersed. This they re·fused to do, since they believed that with.out 
being imme'r,sed -it ·was impossible ro be. saved, and forthwit:h tJhe negoti'ations 
were at an end. 

View Differs f.-om the Baptist. 

The Dean then elwborated on the fact tihat a view of Ibaptism, such as the 
"Disci:ple's" hold, whic'h makes immersion a prerequisite to salvation, has 
not.hing in common witih th'e BapU.st view of !sa..lvation by faith alone, since 
their view ma..kes sa:l.vation dependeut on works. 

Af,ter haV'ing e~pressed himsel-f in such· a way, how nr. Farmer can turn 
around and. s'anction the 'very teaching wlLich he condemned, by anowing it 
in the classrooms of McMaster, is more than we can under-stand. 

LETTER FROM A SOUTHERN EDITOR. 
T'he following letter received ,from Dr. J. W. Porter, of Lexington, Ky., 

is self-eX'plan-a tory: 

My Dear BroDher Sh.!elds: 

"248 South Hanover Avenue, 
Lexington, Ky. 

,september 28/'26. 

I 'have just read article, 'Prof. L. H. ,Marshall's PosItion Summarized 
to Date'. 

Please permit me to .salY, that if any .giv.en 'propos'ition can be' proved, 
beyond the scintiHa of a doubt, ,It hillS been proven· that ·Pr()f. !Marshall 
i·s a destructive critic of the rankest variety. Whatever 'come's, of the 
fight, you have rendered a valuable service In 'smoking out' this un
believer. 

Sincerelty yours" 
(Sgd.) .T. W. PORTER." 

ABOUT PROXY DELEGATES. 

We Iha,ve ·alwa.ys taken the pos,ition. that the pr.ac:ice, so long recognized 
,in OU1' C()llIvention, of appointing proxy dteI.eg.a.ter.t, :may easily 'lend itserf to 
abuse. Per's'onoaHy we are opposed to it; and! we are ready -to SUPP()ll't 'at any 
time at the Conven.tion a motion. requiring tha.t churche·S! 'sha,l'l a'pp01nt only 
their own members as de'lega..teSl. The practice of wPPointing delega.tes· was 
!begun ,by the MclMaster interests at the Guelp.h Convention in ei,g,hteen hun-

. dTed and eighty"eigbt, at wbdc>h Ume i,t was decided to establish McMaster UnJ
versity in Toronvo. We understand Umt a very large part of -that Convention 
was composed· of proxies. Obje·ctioll was :taken -to ·t".!heir voting, w:he.reupon 

. the ChaiT ruled .that what Ithe consti.tution d'oes not prohibit it permits. An 
.. appeal was ,taken against the ro.ting of t'he Ohair, and the Ohair wa.s uphe.ld

naturllilly .~e proo·xies votee} for themse'lves. lit was by th.iS' mean's M'cMaster 
"':I\S estaJlJo1i.s1hed in Tor~,ruto .instead of in Woodstock. From then until now 
whe~eve·r McMaS!l:er Umv'eTSlty 'has had a ·programme to ge.t through .Dh·e ~n

'ventlOn she has ·resol'll:ed to the use of proxies. It was done on 'a wh'Ole9ale 
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scale au the time o{ the great vote in BlJoo1'\ ;Street Churdh i~ nineteen ~undred 
and ten. 'Because we knew it wa~ :bein'g done, ,before the nm~teen twentY-'f,?ur 
COnvention we announced in The Gospel Wi!ness our· read mess to !proVlde 
proxies for ,churches who cou~d nDt s'en~ Ul!elr ow~ .d,elegatee.. We dId this 
only as a defensive measure. The ~estlon was raIsed some yme ~t one of 
the Saturday Executive sessions o:f. the ni~eteen twenty-four Con.ventlon as to 
whether the !proxies suppUed by J'al"'Vi9 Stree~ 'should. be per~lt>ted' ,to vote. 
We were told by a !high official on t-he Ex·ecutive ·tblat It WlaS discovered ,tJhat 
such action would thrDw the whol'e ConventiDn into cDnfusion. We smilingly 
replied ,that we should ,be .g.lad .to have Dur prqxi·es disfranchised, ·for on that 
principle we shonld ga:in flllr more than we c'ould 10s'8. It WillS when it was 
,discoV'8red! t'hat the·re were far mOll"e proxies ·preeent in the interests of Mc
Master tha,n ,in opposition that no aCltion was baken wgainst t'll-e, .proxies from 
Jarvis Street. . 

A very .pious effort h.as ·been made to lay the responsilbility for this matter 
upon Jarvm Street; but we 'have information that ithe .most industrious C8iIIl
paign ha,s been pro,secute<1 endea,vouring .to. get !proxies' frOom 'cen-tain ']lar:t.s. of 
i.f1e Con,ve,nUon. We know of 'one dlis,tri-ct whe.re 'a T,orDn:to 'pastor .personally 
canvassed· some of ihe sru'a,Uer chll'l'ches wilth tMs in view. We repeait we 
!S!li"ould! ibe wllling e-ven .wt this Convention :to 'S!UP'po!l"t any m:Dtion that would 

abDUsh the :pNLctice for ever. 
Since writing the above we have received information :from a pastor, of 

a To,oonto ·gen;t:I;e.yP.'an pers'OnaHy viSiting a church', and persn-ad'ing the cb.!\U"Ch 
-to authOTize him ,to ,procure Pll"oxies---and ,this against t'he wiS!h and influence 
of the Pastor. All tha,t we haNe dlOne in. the mattel'l of :proxles we h.ave don·e 
openJ,y th.roug'll this Ipaper and fr,om the 'pu:bUc platt.fol'm . 

. A MESSAGE TO JARVIS STREET HOSTS AND HO~TESSES. 

The Billeting ODmmittee .hllls asked Jarvis Street Church 00 ,prov.ide !homes 
for .for-ty deJ.egalte.s. This we . (lUght tD be able e8.!;I:.ly ,to d'o. The Conventi.on 
optlns Friday, t'he fifteenth; but tll·e Baptist Bib-Ie Union of Ontario .and Quebec 
wHI hold a iPre·Convention conference .beginning Thursday afternoon. We thettl
fore ask alI J8.II"V,is Street .pe'OpI'e who wHl eIllter.tain V'isiting delega;tes, to open 
,their 'h'Omes ilor Thursday niglht, the fO'Ulrteenth, and, :through to ,the end' of thi! 
Con,ventioo." Octobe,r twenty"first. AU t'h-att is eX'pected by 'any dl81e~te wUI be 
bed and breakfast. We ,think It mar be poS'Sl-ble to ':provide tea on Thursday, 
and -lUIlJCh on Fridoay in J'arv1s Street fDr Ba,pti9t BloMe Undon delegates. but 
this we shaH ann'ounce !posltively later. . ' , 

Meanwhi-l'e, will 'a;ll Jarvis Street people please accept this a,s ·a .personal 
request: if Y'OU have a spaTe room y.ou can command" to 'give )'lOur name to 
the church: Office-Elgin 3531---at the earliest 'pos'sible daote, s8AYItng how .mooy 
you ·can :MUet, 'and w1h!Ellther ,men or women are· .preferred. 

BA:PTIST BIBLE UNION PRE·CONVENTION CON·FERENCE. 
. We publish below ·a c~mm.unic'ation sent ,to aU me'mbe'l".So of the Baptist 

. ~lble Union ?f On!ati'Q :and Quebec. We, 'hQPe that every member 'Of the Ba.p
tls:t Bible Un-Ion wIl·1 endeavour to attend, and especia.1-1y such members as all"6 
del'eg81tes to the Cpn-v:en-Uon of OntarJo and Quebec. 

TH~ ONTARIO BRANCH OF THE 'BAPTIST BIBLE 'UNION OF 
. NORTH ·AMERICA. . 

D F "1 M b' T,or'OllIt'O, OctDber 2nd, 1926. ea.r e~ ow em er: 
The Aamual Meeting of the Ontario and Quebec Branch 'Of the Baptist Bible 

. Un·ion IOf 'N.Drth America will be -held in Jarvis Street Ohurch Toron,to Thurs-
day !/Ind Fruliay, October 14·th and 15bh. '. 

This ·meeting ,promises rto' be one Oof greatt interestt and proflta;ble inspiration 
to aB. Eve,ry me'mb-er is urged' t,o be 'Jl'l"eS'ent w'hether you are 'a .delegate t'O 
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the Convention or uot. If you· find it i.mpossib1e ;to atteilJd·, a·nd you are o~~ 
qua.iDJted with tille de,legwtes appoin!ed by your :ur~\::g:a.~~ '~ib~illl~nion 
d'ay earlier ,than the Convent!.oll, In ilrde·r to a: :en 

m:ee~~~se eXIP1ain t'O de'1:ega,tes that iJt 1S llJOt necessay foor ,them to be members 
of .the Baptist Bible Union to 'atte-nd these sessions. . ' ; 

TIlle hoSltesses of TOlI'onto are being requested, to ~xtend theiT ho~ilt!ahty 
for ·the extra: day ·to dele'g'ates wis'hlnlg to ·attend the Bible Union -meetmgs on 
Th l'ISoday. Ot'hers wlll be ex.pected to ·arrange for toheir 'own enteI'ltJllin-ment. 

u We solllcdt your ealrnest Ipr.ayers fOT this Conference, and Ithe regu1a·r Con
vention se'E\S,ions w.hich foHow. 

2.00 p.m. 

3.00 ~.m. 
7.15 :p.m. 
3.00/p.m. 

9.00 p.m. 

Faithful-Ly yours, 

PROGRAMME. 

THURSDAY. 

CLIFFORD J. LONEY, Pres. 
W. E. ATKINSON, Sec'y. 

Open:ng Adod~es,s: Rev. W. J. H. Brown-
"PROFIDSSOR MARSHALL'S THEOLOGY." 

"p.rayer and, Con·ference, fo.uowed by GenemJ. ~scussj.on. . 
Frayer and PraIse. 
Ad'Cil'ess: Dr. T. T. S·h~elds- . 

"McMASTER'S ATTITUDID TOWARD MODERNISM,'-
Conference !lindl DiS'cussion. . 

FRIDAY. 
9.30 a.,m. Ad·dres,s: Mr. Thomas Urquhal'lt-

"THE EDUCATIONAL ·CONTROL OF DENOMINATIONAL BOARDS," 
10.30 ·a.in. Prayer ·and 'Conference, fo101aowed by Genel"a1 Discuossion. 

2.00 p,m. Alidres·s': Rev. MOTley HaU-
"THE HOME MISSION BOARD'S, INTOLERABLE RESOLUTION," 

3.00 .p.-m. Prayer and, Conteren·ce. 

LAST SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 

Last Sunday was !lin-oth-er day o,f blessin'g. In the morning the Pastor 
preached 1lrom t:he text, "The LoOO ·sat 'as King at th-e Flood". Thir" sermon 
wiU :be printed later. rrwelve responded to the :1nviltatlon. 

The a,ttend'ance I!IJt 'the B.ible School was· eleven Ihund:red and· ninety-two. 
III the eveni-ng the Pastor lIreaehe·d .to a. great congregation on the Ordiil

ances. Blllphlsm was a:dministered., but -t:he 'Se'l'vlce was very brief. More tha.n 
S'evell hundred and fi1lty remained t'O -the Communion. Service, at which the 
Pastor gave the hiand 'Of feJ.!owshi'P to a number of new members. 

BAPTISTS PLAN GATHERING OF 20,000 AT CHICAGO. 
Work for Convention in May and June Starts. 

By-the Rev. W. B. Nort'on. 

Editorial Note: The foU-owlng article Is from "The Chicago Tribune": 

A gathering or 210,000 delegates In the Co'llseum and ·annex is the 
'plan of the Baptist Nlorthern Convention wh·i-ch will -meet. in Chicago for 
eight days, :beginn,ing 'M'3Jy 30. 

Dr. Johnston Myers, pastor -for many years of -Immanuel Baptist 
Church, at '23rd :Street and Michigan Avenue, now .pastor emeribus, :has 

. Ibeen elected executive secretary. He has Ibeen ·authorized to devote all 
of 'his time .to promoting the IConvention. 

Dr. -Myers w·iI1 visIt the :State IConven.tions and the various minisooria1 
'bodies in the 315 states which 'Com·pose the Northern Convention. He 

·lhopes to indu'Ce entire congregations to come to .Ch.icago witlh their pastors. 
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·Dr. Myers ·and the obher leaders declared the Convention will be the 
lal"gest demonstration ever undertaken Iby lBapt'ists in AmerIca. 

J. L. Kraft Is the chairman of t:he ·general committee on entertain
ment. C. J. HoweII is chairman of the ~nance committee. The Rev. H. 
W. Virgin, D.iD., pastor of the :North Shore ·Ba,pbist. Church, is the chair
man ()of publicity. The Rev. J. 'WhItcomlb Brougher, 'Pasadena, Cal., is 
president of the Baptist Northern Convention, and e~pects to spend a 
-month in Chica,go and vicinity ·in promoting the work -incidenb to the 
May meebing. 

"We are 'plannIng to make this :great gatherIng a. harm'Ony Conven
tion," said Dr. 'Virgin_ "The Convention which elected Dr. Bl'ougqer 
'preSident :last year was a harmony Convention 'as compared with recent 
previous ,Conventions, and the resolutions adopted were :known.aS harmony 
resolutions. Our programme th.is time wdlI 'be so· inspiratilOna,ol we expect 
bhe fundamentalist-modernist controversy wUl 'be 'forgotten in trying to 
do IbIg things ·for the kiingdom of God." 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION SENIOR LESSON LEAF 
Vol. 1. T. T. SHIELDS, Ed·ltor. No.4. 
Lesson 5. Fourth Quarter. October 31st, 1926. 

THE WASHING OF THE DISCIPLES' FEET •. 
Lesson Text: John, chapter 13. To be studied in harmony with lesson text: 

Matt. 26: 21-35; Mark 14: 18-31; Luke 22: 21-38. 
Golden Text.-"Ve call Me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am" 

(John 1'3: 1:3). . 

I. JESUS WASHES HIS DISCI'PLES' FEET. 
1. His foreknowledge is emphasized (vs. 1); and He· is .shown as seeing 

eve'ry ·step of the path in. ad,vance, and as 'loving ilis ()own even ·to the' end. 
2. The washing of feet was a service common tal/Eastern countries, a necessary 
but menial task. 3. Peter's reverent! objection to the Lord's condescension 
and Its sequel. 'He feU Mm.sel! unrw·orthy to receIve such s'ervice untU Jesus 
s'aid, "If '1 wa~ thee no.t, thQll hast no part ·witih Me". The truth is, o·f cour,Be, 
Chri,st's washing of His discilll'les'. f·eet was nothlng. in ·comparilron with Hls 
condescension 'in taking away our sins. In this He stooped' to become the 
8.inner'8 .scavenger, and no one can have any :part with Him) ,who is not washed 
by HI·m. 4. "He that is washed needeth not save to wash his fee·t". tObviousloy 
the meaning was that the feet onloy, :because soiled with the dust to travel, 
needed to be washed. Thus we do not n·eed' ,to· be cleanse'd, for the ·same sin 
more than once: we need to ,confess sin but once, but sins must o~ten 'be 
acknl()wled.ged. The sinner',s sin, in its ,enotiorety, is ta·ken away tIDe momen,t 
he believes, but individual sins are .clea~sed as thew are ,confessed. "If we 
con'fes.s our ,s,ins, he Is fa'ithful! 'and' just to for-give us our sin·s". 6. Our Lord 
cites this act of His as an/example, but we are not surely to understand, as some 
have done, that feet-washing is here instituted as an ordinance. There is 
nothing 'in the N'ew, Te'stament to. shO'W tth'at it was so regarded by th·e AposUe's, 
or even pr-actlosed' by them. 'Once the wa,s'hing of t'he s'aints' feet is re·ferred 
to as an evidence' of piety; but we unders.tand' thIs incident to teach that ,we 
are to condescend to the most menial task, ·if· thlllt be necessary, to. ,serve each 
other. 
II. THE PREDICTION OF CHRIST'S BET,RAVAL. 

1. Again His full and perfect knowledge is exhibited, not only foreknowl. 
edge but omniscience (v,ss. 18-3'0). The ide'a tJhat Christ was limited in His 
knowledge, 'IllS were His contempooraries, finds no suppOO't I-n S·criptul'e. 
2. Judas' betrayal of Christ was prophesied in t'he Scripture (vs. 118); and, 
the Scripture WillS fulfilled. Nothing win str,engthen a y·oung believer's con
viction of: the >Divine inspiratiollj of Scripture Uke a care,ful .study of the Word 
with a view to. seeing how the 'S'cripture fulofUs' itseIf. 3. Such confirm·atlon 
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of faith ~.as designed by our Lord. Lt w·as ·for tMs pUI?plO·se He told them. 
before it came to pass (vs. 19). 4. His knowledge of the particular person 
who was to betray Him, in contrast with the utter ignorance respecting this 
matter oJ the disciples (vss. 28, 29) is significa"t. See a'1S() John 6: 70, 71. l,t ~ 
should ·be recognized' that Jud:as had' 'behaved hoims-elf so cilfcum-spectlly that I 
not 'One of the disciples ever suspected Mm of ,treachery. 5. The light which ~ 
this chapter thr.ows on the action 4f Judas is full of instruction: (1) T·lle I 
devB' "put into ,ilie heart o'f, Judas 'lscariot, Si'mou's son, to betray Him"; he 
mad·e -the suggestion; he instigated t!h,e idea, just as ,he did with the woman 
in the garden (Gen. 3: 1). (~) After th·e 'SlOp Sa.tan entered into ;him (vs. 27). 
T:his is illustrative of the prOglfe,ss. of evil. 'T,he ·i:n:lnd 'iliat ente·rtains the ~ 
devil'.s suggestions wi'll soon offer hospLtality to the devil him-self. (-3) When 
Judas turned h'ls back on the lJight of the w{)rlid, and· "went immediately out" 
(vs. 30), "it was night". And' ,they 'W,ho thus "observe lyIng vantties forsake 
their own mer,cy" (Jon. 2: 8). To turn one's 'bac·k 'Upon C-hr.i,st means .10' go 
,into "outer, darkness". 

III. A FURTHER REVELATION OF CHRIST'S OMNISCIEN'CE. 

1. He predicts His soon departure (vss. 31-33). 2. He gives a new 
commandment (v's. 34). 3. In the face of Peter's bold reso'ive (ViSI. 37), He 
not only predicts h'is denial ,bef{)re the ,cock shaH crow (vs. 3'8), ;but a1so, by 
i,m-plication, his fu,1'1 restoration andl glorious marty,rdom "allterwards" (VB. 36) . 

. One doHa'r per year ,to all new subscribers during 1926. 
(Regula'r subs'cription. $2.00 per year). Thi'S paper con-

. tains we'ekly a s'ermon by the Editor, an exposi,tion of 
the' Whole Bible Sunday Sc-hool Course, and Editorial 
matter dealing espeeially with the battle between Funda
mentalism and Modernism. ($1.50 in Toronlto). 

Special Offer 
A Volume of Sermons by Dr. Shields entided "The Ad
Y'entufles 'of a Modern Young M'an", being a 'S'eries ot 
eight sermons ,on Luke 15, Th'e Prod1igal and his Brother, 
wiH be sent with "The Gospel 'Vitnes·s" f'or ?oe. year , 
for one d'oillar and a half. 

Send' your subscription to: 

~be ~ospd Witness 
130 Gerrard Street East Toronto 2, Canada 


