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"0 Lond, I have heard thy 'Ipeech, and was afraid: 0 Lord, revive thy :work 
in -the midst 'of the years, in the midst of the years make know",; in wrath 
remem~r m~.rcy,,"-Haha'kku!< 3:2. . . 

~ 
WRD. I :have -heard thy S'Peech. and: was 'a!ra:i,d: 0- Lord.' revive t'!U' "0 work ·in the midst of the years, in the ·midst of 1Jhe years make 

. known; in wrath remeriber mel"cy·"-;particularl'Y these -words, "0 
Lord. revive thy w()rk". I was mtnded to s>pea:k ·to you this morni~g 

~ !\l,pon the relation of ,faivh and wor-ks; to endeav()ur to show: y~u tb,at WW where true ,faith is 'begotten in the soul 'by the Holy Spiriv -it alway,s 
iSSl\les i'n ,godly conduct and Christli.ke chara'Cter; tlhat good w()rks 
are 'but the fruit of faith. But as I :sought assurance from vhe Lord 

·that that rwas the message .ror the ho-ur •. my mindl was. [ believe, ·very· deftni~!Y .. 
directed t() tha su'bject ()r Tevival. SIfter .the !prayer meeting l8Jst ndghv:. I. sijall . 
speak tD you, therefore, of this ancient 'Prayer,:tJhis IDl()rning. "O.,Lord. revive 
,thy wor-k." '. , 

I .. 
[ shall begin :by saying that it -is A ~YER AFpROPRIATE 'i'9 THE ,SAINTS OF 

GoD IN -GENERAL. I think there is not one of us here thds mornin,g who' d()es' no1l 
need to 'Pray.· .. O Lord. 'l'evive t'h'Y wGrk." '.r.rhere w.ill cOme a day w.hen we shaU' 
not need· -to pray after this fashi()n; !by.and~bYi W'~ .shall :be entirely freed' Ifriim' 
sin,-not .merely freed .rrom any commission ()f sin •. but ·fl'eed fl'om a,ny tendep"C1.Y 
in tlhat directi()n, freed. lindeed, fr()m ~l ;po~bility;.of.thin:kin.g a tth~u.gh~ al~ell:' 
110 the ,Spirit ()f'God'; some day we shall be del~vered,. fi'()m "t1).e old . man", Some 
day,we shall -have new 'bodies tlhat 'Will be f!LB'hi!>D,ed~ li:k.~ !\lnto Chris.t·s glomus' 
ibody; and. as we ,saw in ()ur class this mornling. we' shall' be made W'hio;)e; we 
shall 'be complete in Him. We arej 'Com,ple~ 'Potentially now. but then we s~l 
!be actually complete, and .shall- ib!:l without fault, ibefore the tlhrone of God. W& 
shall ceaSe' to 'be fault:flnders: wei shall':be 8Jble·to'dind .n()·:fau11l with any,body or 
any.ihing. around UB-'im!l no· ()ne will he. ~l~; ,to .Apd ·.f~~lt wit11.. us.. W~t" a 
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·great day ,that will. be!:--and best of all, the Lord 'JIimself wi.ll fi·nd nG fault 
with us, for we shall ,be .before the throne of Hiis a:bsolute holl-ness, an-d even 
in -th.e wthi-te light of His presence ;we shall !be esvaemed absolutely "without 
fault." What.a great prospect th'at is which stretches out .before the ,believer! 
·,sometimes we sing,-

"There i·s a land mine eye hath seen 
. In visdons of. enraptured th,oug:ht 

So Ibright t.hat all that sprea-ds between 
Is with its. radiant glory fraught. 

'I.A, land wp(Jon lWIhose iblissful shore 
There rests no shadow, falls nG stain; 

Where those who meet shall part no more, 
And vhose long lParted meet again." 

i 
What a great day tha:t will :be when we reach our desired haven, and ,find our-
selves 'at last among "t'lle spirits of·just men made ~er.fect"! And I have no 
doubt that ·so far illS the true .believer is concerned, that .Is tlhe ultimate destiny 

"of everyone who 'has 'been 'born again; in: whom God the Holy Ghost has begun 
'6 work, He will carry it. on until the day of Jesus Christ,-I say, that will Ibe 
a great land, a ,great state, a great day, when we shaH :find ourselves without· 
fault. . 

. But that day is not -to-day, and now 'We have need to ;pray, all' of us, "0 
Lord, revive tJhy work." Sometimes the need of revival ;is apparent, is outW(l-rdZll 
apparent. IEven among the saints who have ·named the name of Christ ·there 
are ma:ny who seem sometimes to lose ·their a~tive for Baliritual things, for: 
the means of graee, for all Christian effort; they fail dn the performan·ce of 
tq.eir Chri"stian duty; and sometimes aLas·! even the Lord's own children faB 
into .outward sin', tlhey get into bad -company, they are fou·nd walking in the 
coonsel (Jof vile un.godly, standing 'in ·the way of sinners, and sitting in the seat 
o.f the scornful. . 

I wonder if any of you young iPeGple have thus ,been 'Overtaken, have thus 
been sur·prised into evil ,ways? You who have ·professed faith in ChTist, have 
you been where you ought not to have .been? Have' words 'fal~en ·from your Ups 
that Ohristi1:m Ups oug.ht never to utter? Have you ,been fou·nd seeking your 
:delights where men of the world, and women of tJhe world, ·find pleasure? Have 
you 'been o!penly. de~ylng your Lord? . and are you saying this morning,-

"Whoe're is vhe blessedness I knew 
W.hen first I saw the Lord? 

.w.h.ere is the soul-refreshing view 
.. Of Jesus and His word?" 

. - If any of you have ·lost the joy of your salvation, t'he :power to testify of 
:·ChI1st, I ·beg of you tJli,at you will take t.be verse of our text -this mornin·g and· 
. make it the earnest prayer. of your hearV for yourself, "0 Lo.rd, revive thy WOl'k. .. 

Then sometimes, the need Of revival is entireZy known to God only. There 
may Ibe no outward la.pse, there may 'be no oopen in-consistency, there may 'be no 
flagrant wrong-do-ing wha;tever, ch-amcter and conduct may ,be as blameless as 
ever; and! yet. there may ,be a failing spiritual ap;petlte nGtwltohstanding, a want 
of -oo-mmunfon with the Well-Beloved, a negle·ct of .private ~r-ayer, a neglect or 
. the -study of the Wor.d of God, a neglect of all tlhe duties of ,personal soul-culture. 
In.- such -case, alth;ough there ma:y be no outward appearance of ofailure, my· 

'dear fr.iends, voot will eo me u·nless there be an inward revival. If any of you 
. this mo.rnlng have not seen the .face of th'e Lord to-day, if any of you have lost 
sight of th.e· Beloved, and have ;h·ad to exclaim, "lMy 'beloved Iliath withdra.wn 
-liimself and is gone", i-f you have not 'been on speakiing terms with Jes.u.s Christ 
thiS morning, ·wUl you: ibegin right there in· the ;pew, as I speak to YOu, and let 
,t1b~s prayer go -up from your·heart?-"O ·Lord, revive thy w,ork; :bring ,back to 
me:my spiritual .appetite, 'my (passion for Christ, my love fnr. the souls of men, 
my desire· .for His. glory, lIl-Y ';h'1lnger and thirst after ri-gh teousness-,-obring· it 
bac,k! 0 Lord, reV'ive .thtY. :work!" 

" ! 

I 

1 

J 



. Sept. 2, 19~6 T·HE GQ.SP·EL· WITNESS (295) 3 

But look nQW fQr a moment at the import of this pra;yer; for I have not 
time to pursue ·thall thought further, ·but· if any indlivIdu!i.l 'believer here this 
morn.ing is aware that there is in his or her life a need for spiritual revival, if 
anyone is saying, How shall we ;pray? What shall we pray? How slhall we get 
back a,gaIn?~listen to this !prophet's ,prayer, "0 Lord, revive thy work." He 
does not ,pray, "Lord, help me to work", 'but he pra;ys that GorJ Himself '10m 
.liegin to work again. If you' are a .Christian, God has already begun too work in 
your heart, ·for '~e .are his workmanship, ereated .in 'Christ Jesus unto good 
wQrks, which 'QQd !hath 'before or,dained thwt we should walk in them". And 
If you have really ibeen iborn again, if you are really a child of God, then QQd 
Who is the Creator of all worlds, has ,begun t'O do something in! your heart and 
Jife. The prayer here is that God would revive His WOJ'lk, that- He 'Would 
resume His. work in your soul. If to-ve .has ibecomet stagnant and stationary, if 
you have ceased to grow up -into 'Christ In all things, if you have ceased to run 
with patien·ce the race ,thab is set before you, if you !lave come to a standstill 
in your Christian life, if the only 'Progress you mlllke at all is made with 'your 
liops, in outward ,profess-ton, iof there be no real .fellowship with God, no real 
walk with Him, no real commerce with the skies, then it is :J:)ecause the .spirit 
of QQd has Ibeen grieved away. Is' the wall left unifinished? 'Is the lIemple incom­
plete? Is the Holy -Ghost not disciplining y()U, and teaching you, an,d searching 
you, and ,burning you by His 'blessed Word, leading you on to higher 'and nobler 
thIngs? If that lbe' so, it is because, in some measure, and ilor some reason, the 
Holy Spirit !has ,been grieved until He has ,ceased to operate in your life; and 
the work of God in y()ur heart is at a standstill, dwaJ'lfed, stuIited; dishonouring 
to QQd, ,because the Spirit (If God is not actilve in the life. Oh, if that be so, 
shall we not pray this s-imple prayer, "Come !back to Thy temple, 0 Spirit of 
QQd; revive Thy work." . . 

How does He work? He always·works throitgh the Wora. The Word -is the 
sword of the :Spiiit, and ill is ,indeed "shanper than any 1:iwo-edged sword, piercing 
Poven to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the jOints and m·arrow, 
and is' a dIscerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." 

The work Of 'revival is always (JorJ's work. If we are to 'be what we ought 
to be, if love is to ,be .rekindled in our hearts, j·f lPower 'is to',be given us for 

. service, if we are va' follow on to know the Lord, if grace and peace are to be 
multiplied to us throug>h 'the knowledge of God, and of Christ Jesus' our Lord, 
it 'Will Ibe 'because. God Himself is at work in our lives. He is working in you 
"both to 'Will and to do of his ,good pleasure"-you remem'ber tJhat great word. 
''Work out your own salvatio.~ with fear and trembling,' Fot it is QQd which 
worketh in you both to will and vo do (l·f his good ,pleasure." ·Salvation is God's 
free gift. The Word of God denies the 'right of ;propriet-orshi.p 'in everything, to 
every one of us, excepting in this: 'salvation -is ours, there 1s one thing you ma,y 
call your own. YIOur house, legally, may be yours, and yet dea-tib may take you 
from it; your wife, your ohlldren, may be yours, but QQd ha-s a prior right in 
them.' You may have ollher possess-ions ()f which you say; "This is mine", and yet 
it is true that we ibrought nothing into this world~li.d it is certain we ehall 
,take nothing out.. We came withou,t ·pno·perty; we Shall go away' -without pro­
perty save this, lIhat we shall have our own salvation.' It is our estate, deeded 
to us by the last will.and tesllament of our gracious SaviouT; . 1ft 1s a:farm'of im­
measurable dimensions, and the ti·tle to it is yours for eV!lr. But you must work 
it out, you must cuItivate ill, you must develo,p it. W'hy? ·Becaus8 it is "God ' 
which worketh in you ooth to w1ll and to do of his good pleasure". 

It may ,be there are some here ttilis mornIng who have 'ceased to work out 
tl!eir own salvatlion, because God has ceased to 'Work in; the Spirit' has 'been 
grieved, and we do well to pray, "0 Lord, revive thy work;' come' back to the 
garden that> is overgrown with weeds 'and ibriars, come back t-o the fields that 
are barren, to the life that Is unfruitful. '0 Lord. revive thy work." He is the 
great Master, and only as He dwells within us continually &han we be frUUful 
te the praise and h(lnour of His name.' . . '. .. 

RetJival must always ·begi~ with pro/ycr • . Our' text· is a !prayer' for revivaL ". 
You say, "1 do not ,know where to !begin." ·Begin'here, ''0: Lord, revive thy" 
work."· This i)rophet said,. ''0 Lord, 1- have heard ·thy· speech, and was afraid~" 
May God help us to hear His voice 'this morning, -and. be afraid! And if.it be 
so, it sb(luld be tlte :first·-insti·nct '0.1. 'our lheartJs·'t<J'-crr; "() Lord; revive thy work" 
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'~just -that. y.ou need not'malre.uai Y:Ollr ~_ra.Yer;.h.:ere.i~·1!10 p~~yer already made; 
. and if we ma:ke it .the. prayer, ot"o~ :h~rtjiJ this ,m,ort;lip.g;. a.nd we pray 'with all 
sincerity, God will help us. ''1But I d·o :not teel like praying"-that is why 'you 

'cought to ,pray. : "I haYEl notl praY¢ ]bois. morning, I have ,not ;prayed for a,. long 
::tJme/' Well,.,begin this morni.n.g_. ''!But,'' .you say,. ''II ·ha.ve so much: to do before 
:.[- alll ready to 'Pray." . You have' no:tli:i~-g. to do 100llo·re you· !pray; you should 
·,~pray that· God will !begin to do; Ii)ld 6.!il God 'begin's to do, He w!lll revive His 
:~·:work, and memory will ille quic~eried: you' wili tMnk of duties neglected, of 
':sins committed; memory ,will be on' the alert, an'd you will find a pr,ocession. of 
•. things going uhroug,h' your mhid thatwilfkeep YOU 'busY, ,for weeks and months 
~to·'Come. He will convict yo~r conscieime, !purify your heart., streng,then your 
,"Will; and you will find that the Wlhole' man will begin to throb :w.ith divine 
.. energY tf you will ibut PraY, ."0 Lord, r.evive thy :wor.k." 
!: ,',,' "Well, ibut", YIOIl say,. "must'1 do )l.athing ,but 'Pra.y?" Begiln to· pray, and 
'., God will look af1ler the rest. Did yOU 'never hear a little child pray?-I 'have. It 
,!is:not a very ·pleasant prayer, .it cries until all .the neighbours wonder what has 
"happened to it. I heard 'Brotb,er ·iRader· once ten 81bout one of his children. 
· ... Ue had ·said to hls wife, manJfasihiori, that he would -look after ·the :ba.by,. so 
:.that she mIght .go out fur a while. IShe!Was not ouu very long before he had 
·his hands entirely tull-the child ille·gan to cry. He dtd everything 'he could; 

..... :II.e .almost tore the boouse to pie~es trying to d·ivert its ·atten.tion, trying to 
:engage its thoughJts,. try,ing to stop i-ts crying. At last, in: sheer de&peration. 

, he, put the child aown on the bed and rushed into a neigh'bour's house and saId, 
, ~'Come and, help me. !My wi,fe has gone out, ·and I don't ,know wihat is the 
:.;~tt.er with the baiby." The weman came in a.nd said, ''You !poor stupid maiJ.-
Ule chUd· is hungry, ju-st plain hung,ry." That child was 'praying, just crying 

· ... out tor ·what it needed; 'buu he did not understand. !But the neighibour mother 
under:stood jUElt as soon as she came. 

i" . Did you e'ver get into a situation where you did nlOt know how·to prey, nor 
,·how to work? Did you ever get to a place where you.only knew that life was 
~ empty and barren, that the-re was an aching void· this world could nevel" fiU':"'" 
· ~d. then .you .began to. Cry? Never mind iho:w ~u pray. This morning in 
; .. the class· they started to Bing a long-metre h'Ymn' to' a common-metre tune. 
· Brother Penney sU.pped for once. He -has 'aU tJhe tunes that were ever written 
"ii!.,his mind, bub just ·for once he ;played a common·metre tune to a long-metre 
· .hyimn. And:I said, "Never mind. Billy Bray once said, 'Anyone can Sing a 
,·long·metre hymn ·to a. long-metre tune, ibut it takes a' real Singer to sing a .long­
: D),etre 'hymn to a oommon-metre tune,-just l'Iun a tuck in it'.'~ There are some 
".people who imagine th8lt God is very oonearned about the phraseology of our 
: 'Prayers. We had a brother who used to come to our prayer meetings, who 
.. pr,aYed. for fifteen minutes at- a time. Someone told m,e that he once saw him 
·s.tting in the public library . going over volumes' of public prayers-evidently 

.. compiLing his pl"ayer"for the next pray.er meeting. I had to write several let. 
: ter-s to that brother telling him that 'we did not want such prayers. No, my 
"friends,' our God ·under.s!tands: our need; and if you mIl 'only pray, I do not 
"think it matJters very .~uc~ how you pray so long as you let your heart c~ 
; out to God, "0 Lord, revive thy work"-\[ do not· know how it will come, I do 
, .nOt know wher.e it will begin,- but I cast mysel,f upon the wisdom of God, upon 

.. :i.b.~ grac~ Of God; only let G¢ comeback and begin His work aga.in in me this 
· mor·ning." '. 
· '.: Will you pray thoat prayer this momlng,-every be1iever? Is anyone 'h6il"e 
.. 1!ILts·morni·ng whO says, "I "do .not' need. to 'Pray that 'prayer"? Then let us .. all pray for him, because he needs ever so many people to pray for him! How 
:,:iittle we have soervEld the Lord, how imperfectly, how wretchedly we have failed 
:.(if the posSlbiIitie!3 of life! Do we not all need to pray. "0 Lord, revive thy 
work"?" . . . . ' 

.. '. : When shall we begin i\lo pray~-night at the six 'O'clock prayer m.sethlg! 
'. ~.h~t w:ould be' to w8.it too long. I ·wUl tell you w'hat we can do, we will just 
. ,00 a little irregular and 'Pauee·Ii.ow·!for a few minutes' silent ;prayer in the midst 

. ::.·:9f.<~the sermon, that every' one: of us may with sincerity send up that cry to 
.;"God, ~r$t for oti.r'!l¢lveS, "0. Lord, revive thy work." . '. . ,. 
:: . .'- .. ,','. "'.. (After a few-moments 'of ·silence.) . .' '. 
' ... ' "Shall'we b:ow: '. '0 'LOrd ·o1.tr-'God" hear 'our "cry,.the. cry of m~ I!-~d wo~~n. 

i 
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and .boys and girl'S, :w'I:!.Q do not know how to ·pray, who do not know what tb.6y 
need except' tha,t they need ·God. '. Qome' to us in aU ;Thy' fulneS1S this mpr;¢ng, 
and revive Thy work in every heart. For J~SWf Christ's sake, 4men. . . ": .. 

. .R'·· .... 
T·hen, .further, this 1s -A PRAYER THAT :18 Al'PBoPBIATE TO iEvERy CHBIBTIAN· 

CHUBcH-evel"Y church: :-0 Lord, reVdve thy worut:;, We oug.ht to begin·:ilo 
pray that prayer for -this church. It would not ·be humility, it would be gross 
ingrati-tude were we to .fail to .recognize that God· "hath doone great things for 
tis; whereof we are glad." Oh, He has. wrought marvellously in . this place; 
an·d we have seen the arm of the .Lord made bare. Never Shan- I llorget -to ,my. 
dyi·ng day, never shall I forget in the eternities 'beyond, whtt I saw happen 
in tMs church once. I will not tell you all the detailIJ of ·it'-S-ome of you older .. 
members remember, but the most of you have come into our 'fellowship since; 
but I saw the arm -of the Lord made bare. '1 'had, read thaJt scriptural phrase, 
but I d,id not know what it meant. But it seemed to me th·at right o'n this 
s-ide of the church '[ saw the bare arm of Omnipotence· reach out and strilte, 
untit opposition crumbled, and the enemy wa.so rou-ted, and God was glorified. 
Notwithstanding, my brethren, there is no church an America, nl() church on 
thi'S Continent, in gr·eater danger . than we are; !lor there is' no church any-· 
whe·re thaJt the devil would like to disturb more than this. Oh, were we·' to 
fail in. our testimony; how Gild would. be dishonoured! 

Blessed be His name, the voice ·of prayer is not silent!.- We ha·d n'Ot quite 
as many last night as' usua1. It was· a warm night, beside which- I sUPpO~e 
ma-ny were preoccupied with Exhibition visioors, while many more are s~il-l 
away on vacation·; but if the !room .was not so crowded with people, it 'was 
full of. the Divine Presence. The· blessing of. the Lord was th·ere, and. muc;h 
prayer. ascended for Gild's ·power to resb u.pon thIs service, and upon aU. His· 
s-ervants around -the wide, wide world. I /lm glad the voice of· prayer is 'not 
silent in our midst as a church; nor are conversions infrequent, week by week, 
and almost day by day, people are· beIng saved.. . Notw1th,9tanding, you and I 
ought, as members of this church, to pray, "0 Lord, revive ,thy work." . And 
I want to lay that upon· your hearts this .morning once again as our '~hi9f 
business, the bU'siness of' prayer,' Preaching is-· relatively unim:portant~im· 
portant iii. itself, but useless unle&!J .accompanied .by divine power .. It is'. nUt 

·in human power to revive God's work:· God has to do ·-that; He only' can 
quick.9n -dead· souls, and out of the valley thaot- ·is fuM. of bones, bringfdrtii.·1i, 
marching army. That 1~ Gild'iS' 'WIOrk; .and. we are· foo~is'h to suppose tha~.~!i~Y­
one but God. -can do it, or ·t;hat an)'l(}ne can be used in .dpin·g it !if they live f!ipart 
from Gild. Pray-er ~s our main bus,iness: ,a c~urch that ~as greM interc~s'~rs 
may afford to have a very indifferent sort 'Of !preacher---([ do not mean spiritu­
ally indifferent, but Ii poor preacher, .such as· -this church un·dlOubtedly has.' 'o''It is not our learning, it is· not 'Our logic, it is not our intel-lectual powers', 'qer­
tainly not our eloque;n,ce; that God· ne-eds-:' what. He needs is olir hearts; and''it 

.: we could only become; 'in a'· deeper. sense -thoan·· we ev.er have. been as yet;·; a 
.. praying church that' cea<S8S not day n'OT. night.' to . cry . unto GOd for a ~ 
spiritual awakening, there ,is nothing we .could. not dol' . . .. , .: I 

I said the voice of· pr.aye.r has 'not ceased":""-but have any of tound your 
deUght iIi. the place of prayer. dimini~Mng? . Are you leSs frequently' fQund 
'among those who gather together for .prayer.~ .('I,M,n speaking particularlYl.~o 
the membem of this chUl"Ch for the'm'Oment.) Oh, w1th these new converts 
that ,have come in·to our membel'Slhip, ·we ought to have an. ever-increaalltg 

· . number of intercessors. Are they increasing as.they ought 'to increase? It 
BOt, shall we n'Ot pr.ay that they may ·dlo· so·? .' Shall. we not ·pray that ey,*, 
man 8JlId' woman, every boy and g·!rl; who comes into ·this church :shall be. 9lte 
of God's remem'brancers? I was thrilled this. ~or.ning tWlhen.' ~ ran up to' ~he 
Junior Depal'tment just for a minute, when I saw a little boy-I do not'know 

· how old he as'-but I was reioiced to see- that grea-t company of young pe()jile 
~wed: in' prayer wh,ile, 'Iby the 'SU'Perinten!le'n~'s reqU!l$t, ~ 'Presume, bhis, Ut~le 

· lad of .about twelve or thirteen ·years· was lea-ding if'.he assembly in, pl'ayer, 
:prayin·g down God's 'blessing. And [ said, .:"Pra,ise -the iLo~d for a. 'boy: i~at 
knows' how t~ pray, and pray Pll'bUcly.'.'. But, .IP'Y d~r;fri.en~s, 'I say t(}·~:v:~~ 
mem'ber .of thIS church', ,you "ough:t'·to.be: a -cell in ,the ·churCh's lungs, 'you ~ught 

. 'to"be help.ing u.s--to .. bring·.down the 19'el'Y .atmOll:Pl:J.W:i .of.heaven, int!) . .thil!'. place.· 
• • •• ". . '-•• '.J •• ' 
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A gr-eat many strange'I'8 come into th.is 'church, and. I am always".g.ra;tef1,l1 
when they ·say •. as 'Ilhey often do(), ·~Before. we .heard !!-. ,hy~n, ,:before we heard 
a word from the pulpit, we have had .to say, 'God. is in this ·place'." I do not 
care what is:!i'&id about this preacher, or about thfs, chuteh, if people will only 
,be compelled to say that the taJbernacle of G-od is with men, and He does d·well 
with .them. i'do not desire that people should come h'ere and s'ay, "They have 
a great organizatLo.n, a .fine· cho.ir, a great many earne'st people---I wi'sh we 
had that where I go to chu.rch"; but 'if people will come into thiS' church and 
.say, "Jt WillS not the preach~, It :was not" the slng:ng, i,t was not the organiza­
tion·: it was God. Who blessed· my &Oul; and if God can bless. me there, there 
is no reason why He cannot bless me every:whe·re", I s'hall rejoice indeed. We 
sometimes slng,-

" .. "For Thou w.ithin no walls eop,1ined, 
. Inhabitest the humblest mind; 

Such ever bring Thee where they oome, 
A.J;Ld going,take Th.ee to. their home." 

May thjs 'be'true of everyone of us! . . 
And so I exhort· you, I beg of you, I beseech you, in Christ's name, to make 

this your prayer continnalJy fOT thi-s church, ,"0- Lord, revive thy work ... · 1 
have heard some of you singing, . 

~'O for a thousand tongues to f"'ng 
My great Redeemel"s praf.&e, 

T·he glories of, my God and King, 
The triumphs of His gmce!" 

Well, that would ·be fine if you were to use them all to sing the great Re­
deemer's pralf>la-but we could, use -the o.ne·tongue we have more than we do .. 
There is no, use to pray for 18. thousand tongues.H' you are only using the one 
you have five per. cent. of itg, pos~ibilities for Christ. If you cannot h'ave a 
thausand tongues, use the one you have ;in a thausand ways-not ev-ery way, 
I do not mean ,that-I mean, to sing the great Redeemer's praise, to witnes9 
for Him, to tell to others' what· a . della' Saviour you have found. So, as the. 
summaa' is nearing ItS! close and we are coming to another season~ am not· 
goin·g to as~ you to make resolutions, either individually or as a church, I am 
not going to ask you to make SIOme great effort in thds or that direction:. I 
wa.n.t yau to. begin at the place where we only can begin effectively, at the 
Mercy seat, fi~ of aU for ourselves, and then for the church, "0 Lord, revive 
thy work"; ang, when the revival ;really comes into your heart and; mine, in,to 
the membership of this church, there will be WIOrk enough to do. 

Why will people· 'spend their time talking about ways and means when it. 
iSl the power of God they need? ,Someone told me yesterday about a church 
that has a new pastor. It.is a great th.ing to have a new ·pastor-new, very 
new! This particular church .~8' had many new pas·tors within my knowledge 
of it-but they do n(Jt remain new Vaa'y lo.ng! But thil"Y have a new pas'tOor; 
and do you know wh'at they have d.one? They havil" got a great electric sign 
outeide ,the church so that everyone will know where it .is. 'I have no Q·bjec­
tlon to electric signs; Ibnt It Is not the electricity whilch sij}ines from the out­
side that will determine a chu.rch's SUCCe&9, but the' divine power w.i-thin. 
Y'ou may put all the sdgns you like outside, if the divine electricity does not 
energize the lives of the mem'b'M'B, making every one of them an ele'ctric 
sign, proclaiming the power of the gospel to save, you might jll's.t as weH ghut 
your doors. . '. . . 

"0 Lord, revive thy work." What is His wo.r~? His work Is convic~ng:, 
sinners. There are not ma,n,y peopLe being oo·nvicted of ,Slin just now, some­
one 'says. Well, my brother, get down on .your knees and as·k God to do it. 
for no one 'else can do it: It is not your work, it is not' mIne, it 'i'S' not the 
deacons'; that is God's work, and; if it· is to 'be. done we have glot to go t.o Him 
and say, "Revive thy wOi'lk". Only.God can ma'ke all things new. 

HI. 
.Once more: This is A PRAYER API'ROI'BIATE TO .THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN. 

GENERAL-evel"Y'Where. il.·li~e we shal} not.be so narr~w a;nd selfi~h. as to pray 
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. only. for .our .own work. I was so glad', to .have so~e brother last n-ight~ v~w. 
.;:ommon thing-from anovher ohurch, speak of their w.o·r~; and' when all 1:I~e 
.'jiequests~for prayer were.in and preeent.ed 'before the. Lord; it seemed to 'me 
t~.~· tliJ,e ~rth was g!irdled', t·1).at the interests re'P~esented en.circled the w,hQle 
:W9r.ld: . W,e ought to Ibe praying for ,other churcibes. Someo!le lCaIne t-() me U~e 
pther daY.-telling me of a church tll1at is nearly empty .. , [ am sorry to hear 9~ 
'Ch:urches ibeing empl1y; I wish all the houses of prayer were crowded t(} tb~ 
.doors; " I. wish I ,could see every church, of every' name, in this. city St} fllled with 
:peO!ple. that there was. ,not room to contain them-I mean fllle,d in resp<>n!!le .. j;o. 
the,att~tion . .of the prese.n,ce of Jesus Christ. And i-f, you .know, of ,any chur,cb, . 
w.li.Eire ·t.he.' work -is deciinin'g, that ought to !be ca.use ifor you to pray, ·'O,La.rd, 
revive' thy work." . ', .. 

I am ·not censorious,. 1 am not 'critical-I feJt constorll>ined to 'begin with' a 
word of.:Oheer, and that is why I read that last. chapter of the Book. ,Let no 
one say.that this preacher is 'a !pessimist, [ could not be for a moment. I '8.lIl 
sure we 'are ,on· the winning side, I am sure that Jesus Christ- !!hall see'. of the 
travail of His soul and be satisfied. The ,gates of h.eJ.V shall not ,prevail against 
the church of Christ. Jesus Christ shall win, He is bound to .be tritimpih'l1nt:;' 
and I" want, to be tihere when He wins, I want. t.o s-hare. in His glor:ious 
triumph. But; dear friendS: we have ·fallen u<p()n ev!"l days.. I can tell yOu of 
bhiIrches I!.ot a 'mile from where we meet to-day that have no prayer ineetinri; 
.!!..tJhink of it, a; church with.out ,prayer!-just Uke that company that Ezekiel 
~a.w !When rbone came to hie bone, II>nd fl·esh to his flesh, and skin came upon 
them; .:oot :jIe said, "There was no ibreath in t'hem", they were 8tm dead after 
a'll 'tihe"nreach-ing, and it was noti until the pro,phet cried, "Thull saith trbe Lord 
GCicl': ~'Coine :from the four winds, 0 ,breath·, and 'breathe upon these sJ.ain, that 
they may live", that th.ey st'()()d u;p a.n exceeding great army. 'I do not care' 
what eloquenCe you ha:ve ,in the :puLpit, wihat wealth may ibe represented ,in the 
pew, .or what social influence, if you !ple:ase-.:.-the church that d"Oes not pray is: 
~t,c1J.mberer of'the ground, it has no right to meet in tohe n~me of tbe IA:r4.: 
Cj!ur: buB.ines!! is to call down Heaven's power into ·human lives, yet here· are 
q'liii"rcb.es. 'all. around us, some of which do not iPray at all;' and' SIOme of 'them, 
~ve~ in' "the .best, sea,sori, scarcely' have 0. 'baker's dozen in a prayer meeting., 
Is ,there not reason to- ,pray, "0 Lord, revive thy wo·rk~'? ' , . ' , ' 
, And whEin' men u'se the ,puLpit 1.'0 deny and 'discredit this holy Word, when 
the doctrines of the gospeJ. are scorned, and Jesus 'Christ, is wounded in the 
house of Ris friends; is there not reason for us to pray tJhat: God 'will revive. His 
work? Thi:lrefore, dear friends, in the ;face of a great taSk: I can , you to' a recog, 
11ition of a ,great 'Power tbat Is ·equal to the task: as we lay hold of God'He can' 
turn 'back the tide of un1belief. . '., ' "'., 

I w,as reading recently "Tlie !,eaven of the S,aduccees", !by ErnE'.st Gordon, 
son of the 'late Dr. A. J. Gordon. If you !have no.t read that rbook, get .it. and read: 
It, 'eSpecially, if you are down-hearted. "Why," SIOme of you will !laY, ·'tbat Js 
a terri'ble ,'QOOK, it ,is It terrible indictment of rModernism."· Yes, iv is. It goes 
ba~k .to the'begin,ning of trae nineteenth ,century and shows us that cond1tioris' 
iii lNew·iE'Ilgla~d, and all through the ,states, were as 'bad; or, j.f po,ssi'ble, worse 
tp.an:t:hey,'are to-day, when in,fidelity wa,s rampant, and carefuJly-pl,anned organi~' 
z'atiiins actually stole tbe houses of God and theologlical institutiona, and proS­
tituted \tb.em to the cause of Unitarianism. And yet, rby God's grace, revival' 
c;,me at last. I ,believe my friend, Dr. iRiley, ,is 'Correct when he says we are, 
Ibound to win; that if we are in the last great apostasy, the Locd is on tihe way 
and He w.ill 'be here soon, and in that i()31te 'if will not ibe very long ibefore we 
share in ais gIOr:iOllS triumph; but ,that ,i,r we are not, ,we may sUB ihave a great 
and glorious world-SlWeeping revival. ("'Hallelujah!") II do not see why not. 
Did you ever 1!ee God s,ave II> soul ,in this ;place? Oh, 'we have se'en Him'do ib 
many; ma;ny times. I'f He ·can save one soul, He can ·save a h.undred; and ff a 
hundred, then a tr.'lousand; and if a thousand, a milli.on. I was standing' by' 
NHi.gar·a orily on Thursday last with Brother'Robertson, who went there to see 
io( :,&r thEl :se'Cond time'; and as we saw thi!,t great volume of 'Water tumbUng, over 
vl\.'ere, I."said, ''That has lbeen gOing on for ages and ages, ft was doln,g'that, 
pil'rh:li.ip'Si a littie f,urther down the river, when Jesus was Iborn in BetJhleheni of 
j~~aea.'" What' a. picture of l'nfinity it is, wi'tih that great to'rreIit ,pouring itSelf 
o'ver thei'e\'with the reservoir of the Great 'lAkes lbeh'ind ito,' and 'all aiong the" 
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.. '.~its .. 'pOw.er-h6uses ~ being. ',built!" . Why have they .'built their' ,power-houses. 
, there?' 'Because they had to have 1Jhat :power. And I said, "[t reminds me o~ 

the text, 'Our. sufficiency is of God'. What a picture, no exhaustion 'ab all! ", 
·He can reviveiHis work !in our !hearts,. and, i·f Ib' ;pleases Him, in this church. I 
and in all oth~r, 'churehes, un'ttl. once again :we shall hear and see multitudes. 
1.n the valley qr decision, 'enqulrlng thei!? ·way :to. ·Zion wi~h -their faces thither-. 
ward. ; .. ' '. '. ..:. ,. . '. 

. Is there ~ unconverted' man here this morning? Will you.proay, "0 Lord, 
q'itieken this dead soul Qf~mi,ne"-that is a1-1; .simply prny, "God:be merciful to 
me a sinner", 'and you will b~ saved .. "Whosoe.ver shall ·call upon the· name. of, 
the .Lord, shall be saved." Call on Him, and! you have God's word for it jjhat. 
you will ,Ibe saved 'Where you are sitting .. 

And if there are an'y of the Lord's children 'who have not ;prayed for a iong 
time, :pray n.Q.w;· and so let us have here ere we' go home a foretaste of 8l great 
and 'glorious revi.val that shall ,be glorifyin·g t·o our Lord. 

!Let us 'bow in .. prayer: ,0 Lord our God, if Thou hast spoken to 'Us this. 
morning-and we !believe Thou hast and our ihearts have answered-we pray 
that Thou wilt. from this forwar.d carryon Thy work. ·Suffer n.othing tct come 
Into our lives that will interru.pt the QPeraWm of bhe ISlpirit of God. We pray 
for any unconverted man or woma.n, that he or she may have grace' ere we 
close this servi:ce to ma:ke confession 0'1', his faith ibefore men. Use this service' 
,in Thine own way to hrin'g !honour to Thy great name. For Jesus's sake, Amen.! 

REV. W. M. ROBERTSON 'RETURNS TO ENGLAND. 

It has Ibeen ·the ;privilege of Jarvis 'Street Church to enjoy the ml,nistry ot 
mal;lY distinguished vis!iting :preachers, but we know of none w1hose ministrY,. 
h~ been more richly blessed than t'h.at of the iRev. W. M. iRobertson, of Toxtetli" 
Tabernacle, Liver.pool. 'Mr. Robertson ha.s ;preached in what is perhaJps .1lhjil:' 
z;nost. d.ifficult season of' the year,· when some -churches are .actually closed or 

. w!hen they are ·cloaed for ·p.art of the day. For several yearS! now Ja'rvis,'Street 
has enjoyed of.1:lIl congregations all the year round. Mr. Robertson has preached. 

. to a full church evel"Y ,Sunday he has Ibeen here, while large congregations have 
assem-bled at the week-night serY.l.ces. . . 

IMr. Roberb30n is esSentially a. bi'blical preacher; his sermons are not, 
essays with a bi'bUcal text attlllChed, /but. are expositions .of tille- Word itself. 
His messages are delivered w'ith great spiritual unction, and while direct and 
pol,nted', they are always rich in their spiritual suggestiveness. Peo.ple who' 
wait on Mr. Robertson's ministory will ibe sure ·to· get a good meal every time 
they heal' ih!im, as 'Well as a full lunch :basket to take home with them. Mr. 
Robertson's preaching is tb.e sort' of ;preaching ,that must .produce preachers; 
it ma:gnMies the Lord, and the Word of the Lord; . and it is imposs~ble to hoor 
him without feeling.bhat the Bi.ble is a treasury of vast and varied wealth . 

. IMr. Robertson will aLways be'a welcome visitor to Jarvis Street: he cannot 
cOPle. ~oo .often, nor stay too long. The Gospel Wo£tness wishes him 'God-speed'

l 
We .. think 'We .ought to in-form our readers jjhat U is not our fault boot this 
pajper hillS not. carried a week,ly sermon of !Mr. RJo/bertson. We hQPe ·he wi-ii 

.. send us an occasional contrilbutlon for our pages wl!:en he gets 'home . 

THE GOSPEL W·ITNESS. 

'We report with gratl-tude the recei-pt of towo sopecial contrilbutions for The 
GospeZ Witness, one, a thank-offerin-g for restoration to healtih, of $60.0.0, and a. 
love-offering of $814,00. The Gospel Witness !FIund· is always in' need, and we, 
record these gifts with gra:titude and as a reminder to our readers. Thl;! 
Oonvention is coming on, and proibably specIal issues will be necessary and.: 
in' some. ca~es, the' ordinary issues will !have bo be enla~ed; so that we shall' 

. be' ,grat.eful for ·the help of alI ouI'. friends. We have endeavoured to carry thE! 
l:aad ",vit,hollt much groaning, 'but·we ·belieye .. many will help·us 'when th~;y kIl;~vi; 
(nlr .need ... ' .. !,... .:::...... . . ... '. .' ; 
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. PASTOR JAMES McGINLAV. 

Under Mr. ·McGinlay's 'preaching the .Alton Revival .I>eian and has 
continued ,un·til now. Mr. McGinlay missioned Alt.on in: company witlh: !his 
friend and fellaw-student, Past:ar W. ·G.· Brown, B.A., of· OI"an.geville, July, 
19a5. It was at iMr. Brown'·s ·inv.itation .Mr. IMoGinlay .went to Alton .. In uhree 
weeks, in a viUage of 400 populat'iJon, where . religion, had ibeen almost ·held in 
contempt, 8ibout 130 ;professed: ~nversion. A Ba.ptist. church was organized 
in September, 19\215, and on tlhe 19th of July, 191216, one year to the day from 
the time t:hese 'young preachers Ibegan their mission ·in Alton, 'Work on the n~ 
chur{}h building was 'begun. The clI:urch now has a illem'bershi;p' of s·eventy, 
all of whrom 'have .'been Iba,ptJized during the past year. . . ' ' 

This eh.urCh has <been sel-f-supportlng from its 'birth. ·Mr. MCiGinlay has 
received'lnvimtions from many parts of the country, Ibut' he and his, friend 
Brown believe they are called of God to e.,vangelize the cQuntry 'round 81bolJ.t 
and are therefore staying at home cultivating their OWn! vi·neyards. 

We have 'been delighted with .the response of many of our readerS to our 
appeal for !b.elip for the Alton Bwptist ChurCh BuIlding ·Fun.d,.: We· ihave not, 
as \yet, received a Iarge amount, the total 'being $T20JOO •. · !Many of our. readers 
have been 8iWay on vacation and probably were' not: in a ;positiooil, when .they 
read our appeal, to reSrPOnd. We publish herewith' photographs. taken at the 
layln'g o'f the oorner-stone of the new chur·ch at Alton; We remind our readers 
t'hat: Alton' is a Y.:illage of 'only four hundred people, and,'·that· until :August, 
19Las, 80 far as we know, there was not a single ,Ba,pllist in Alton: now thete 
is a flourishing ohurch with a Sunday evening' congregation often Iarger thin 
the entire populat.ion of the village. We. could ··flH an entire issue of The 
Witne07s :with stories of the marvellows transformations which have been 
effected' through the !preaching of the old-fashioned 'gospel 'in tufs place: whole 
fammes ihave !been saved, and the charecters of some of tlie' most 'flagrant 
shiners of the neighbourhood !have !been:. entirely· trail·stormed; . ! 

'The revival has SlPread t.o Orangeville, .imd a:bout eighty "hive' !professed 
convel'Bion there. Sunday, August 22nd, the iEditor of The Witness ;preaChed 
in the ~en 'air au AUon to about five hundred ;people, and· .baptized:·Mteen; 
went on to Oran,geviUe, s'ix or seven miles distant,' aild ;preached:in the :evening 
.to a crowded· house, and· ba:ptized: ·thirteen more.. . ·!Past.or :MeG-inlay visits 
Orangeville every Thursday to heLp his friend and colleaguei' Pastor' W. G. 
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Brown, and ·gives an address to the Orangeville converts. The ground floor of 
the Orangeville church is practically :filled on tbese· occaSions. 

Many of the villages'TOundlllboub, wh.ere there are religiOUS ·houses called 
·chur.ches that are destitute of spiritual life, are asking these young men to go 
out and preach tJhe gospel to th.em, and this' they are doing so far as time and 
stren·gth iPe:rm.'it.. .. . 

. A large part of tlil:e wor,k of t1he Alton church has been done by the people 

MAIN STREET, .AL TON, ONT., LOOKI,,!G NORTH, 
showing a part of the crowd assembled to witness the laying o·f the corner 
stone of the Alton Baptist Church, Saturday aftornoon, August 14, 1926 • 

.. To the left of the picture a long line of cars may be seen. Somewhore 
among them are the great 'buses which carried about one hundred people 
from. Jarvis St. Church, Toronto-about fifty miles. . 

MAIN STREET, ALTON, ONT., liOOKI,NG SOUTH. 
·Another vie.w of tl)e crowd a.t ·the corner-stone laying showing more cars 

.' stretching away to the south. This picture sliows the walls and· window- .. · 
frames of the new church. The church is to be of solid stone constrUICtion. . 
-The stone has been provided free, the only cost being that of haul.ing It to ... 
the groL!nd. .. . . . 
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th.emselves, .. and this -little group have· given .largely of their mGney too. A .' .. 
Cliurch which, in Toronto, ·wouid cost from .twenty to thirty thousand dollars 
at least; -is 'Ulrely to be completed in Alton for ei-ghtl -thousand dollars . 
. ~:: : .Wi! . diqR1~\~u.~ .. r~ders carefully to examine ·these photographs' to see the 

."" ,'l n'.':. TI:I.E ALTON BAi,PTIST CHURCH. . 
. Front' 'VieiNWObs'erve the reverent attitude of the ·crowd-at least five 
': hundred, bowect in prayer as prayer is being offered by the. Rev. W. M. 

Robertson, Pastor of Toxteth Tabernacle, Liverpool. 

,CROWD, ASS'EM.BLEDAROUND THE SPEAKERS' PLATFORM. 
Pastor,', "'c:~.inl~y may be distinguished standing under the tripod erected 

~ for lowering the leorner-stone. One of the men standing on the wall of the 
new 'church building, only a couple of months ago, was a noted bootlegger 
ar;lct ge?!!r.~!.\"ad man of the community. He was converted in ·.the recent 
Or-angl!vllie .revival. Now he is not ashamed to be seen, but is one of the 
most i"nter.!lsted· and enthusiastic participants in this ser-vice. He, with 

\ his wife and son, were baptized by the Editor- of The Witness, Sunday, 
~: August 22, 1926. This is a typical case. Talk abQut "social service"! A 
.' 90sp.el.p'rpa~hl!r-, preaching in ~he power of the Holy Ghost, can al(:complish 

what an a'rmy' 'of policemen wo·uld fail to do. 
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interest. whidh they man:i·fest, and to consider whether they will have some part 
in erecting this church to vlle glory of God. We hope to see i·t :fI.li.il4led. arid 
ready for occupation before the snow flies, and it would, be a glor.iDuS thl.ng It. 
it could :be ded1cated absolutely free of debt. We know that amolig our readers 
we have many pe~le of ooneidera:ble wealth, some who could ea.BilY give a 
thousand dollars to this worthy eause, and perhaps some wtho could gi"ve much 
more. But the great majorlf.ty w011·1d be able to give only smaller amounts. We 
.ihave !been glad to receive su·ch small amounts as one dollar, tiut it takes:a • 
great many one-dollar bills to put up a 'building like Ws .. We 'beg our readers 
therefore to consider what is the utmost they oan. do in thl& grea~ int'llrest, ad 
send it to The GospeZ W-htness immediately. . 

To the Me.mbers of Jarvis Street ~hurch. 

Up to the ;present time we have asked Jarvis Street menilb~rs ·to save .~ 
their money for Alvon. We now make a direct appeal to Jarvis street: we 'ask 
every member to apply all tlhat .wi:! have said in the !foregoing 'paragraphs .to 
himseJ.f or' herself. We have decided n,ot to write a special letter to the memo 
bers, but to IIiake our appeal in this. way. Sunday next, September 5th, special 
envelo.pes will be in 'all the 'pews, and we shouJ.d like every member, 'Who caD, 
possibly ·do so, to bring an offering for Alll')·n, ~o .put it -in the envelope and on 
the plate. We should' !be glad to have your name, ibut if you ;prefer to give' 
aIliOnym011s1y you may, of course, do so. B'ut if you cannot ibring youi' offering 
on Sunday, take' an envelope home with you and send it into the of-fice when-
ever it may be conven1ent, ibut as soon as possible. . . 

We earnestly !hope that we shall have a great offering ·from Jarvis f!treetJ 
·for the Alton church. Let us show. what Jarvis Street: .can do ,for this great 
Home Mis'sion enter.prise. . ,.": ... ' 

. , , 

IN JARVIS ST. LAST SUNDAY. 

Jarvis St. spared: !Mr. Robertson to. Winnipeg last ,Sunday and the Pastor 
resumed his .ministry and preaehed mornling. and evening in. the churCh audJ­
tOrium, an!l after. tile evening service he pNlI,ehed in the open air to a great. 
;throng, besides teaching his class of 351 at 9.45 .. An aggrega;te of 'between five 
and six thousand, 'by a most conservative' estimate, . attended: all serVlices. At 
the evening service nine 'Were .baptized, and· a good numlber were converted. 

GOOD NEWSI-WHO'S COMING? 

. Sunday, /Sept.. 1:2, our great friend, ·Rev. J. W. Kemp, of Aucldand, Ne\v 
Z&a.land, formerly of Clw.rlotf.oa Chapel, lEdin'burgh, will preach at all service.s. 
!Mr. Kemp will speak also Tuesday evening, iSept. 14-th. Mr. Kemp is an a:ble 
·and ferVent :preacher who is sure to be met Iby ·great congregations. Dr. Shields 
will conduet all services a~d wi~l teach .his. clas~ that d'ay at 9.45. . . I 

• r 

i. 

THE GOSPE", WITNESS 
. One Dollar per year to all new s1JJbscri'bers during 1926. (Regular' ; 

subscl'i;pttion, $2.00 !per year). This !paper contains weekly a sermon by 
. ·the Editor, an exposLUon of the Wih(JIle 'B'Lble Sunday ,School Course, and 

Edi,tJo,rdal matter dealing especial.}y w'illh !the battle between Fund,amental­
·ism and Modernism. ($HiO in Toron·bo). 

. SPECIAL OFFER. 
.A. VQlume of Sermons by Dr. SMe:lds entfbled "The Adventures of a . 

Modern :Young 'Man." !bein.g a series of· eight sermOJ,lS on LiIke 15, The 
. lTodlg.a:l and !hlf.s Brother, wUl ibe' sent with The Gospel Witness for one 
year for: One Dollar and a Half. . . . 

Send your sulbscr:J:p:tion to: 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS - 130Gerrard.tSt.·East,·.Toro~to.2, Canada •. ' 

'. • .• • .._ ••••• "'.' '.j,' .;." ·!l:. ":',. ,,';. I ... ::_' 
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If HE ONTARIO AND QUEBEC' CO~VENTION AT THE '. 

: (·CROSS-ROADS. . .. 

Th~ Baptist I(}onvention, :wlhich .will meet ~n the First .A.vElnU~ C~ur~, 
· Tor.o~to, Octo·ber 15t:h to <21st, will 'be a momentous gathering. The issue ·before 
· the COllven~ton will ibe. just as fundamental to tlie Christian faith as was that 
· which occasioned the tCli.lling of the ·first. great Christian councU' at Jerusalem 
in apostolic days, the 'record (If which "is contained i"n 1l1le fifteenth .chapter of 
'Acts,~in!leed:, if possible, th.e issue is of still ·greater importance than that 
whic~ in apostolic day.s threatened the 'Unity <If the chureh. We shall endeavour 

· t<l put t!1a.t issue before t·he people throug1b: the columns <If The Gospel witness 
bl!tween .p,ow and Con· venti on time. T.he iPur.pose (l·f this article is to remind 
our Ontario ·and Quebec !BwptIst readers of the importance of taking steps to 
~ tJL!!.t .t4e churches Vo 'Which they ibelong are ·fuUy represented at the Con- . 
ventJlOn" : ~!lucation day will be Tuesd·ay, Octobm: 19th . 

.A;n~·i\fir~ <If all, it should ·be remembered that the issue ibef<lre us will be 
determI·ne~, not by IID.ere sympatJhy, but iby votes. It. wiIl do' no g.ood for 

· brethren to' send J.etters and say, "We are iii full sympathy", :and then make no . 
· efforll to Iiave the v<lte of their church cast at the Conventi<ln. The Convention 
will be !lOmPosed f)f r~resenta"t1ves of the churches, and the only way by which 
~~aster University, or those opposed to.her present ,policy, -can judge of the 

· Oon-venti<i~'s attitude is 'by the votes. cast. (Last year the question 'came ibefore 
tlle iPElo.ple w.il1hout their having had opportunity to become in-formed <if the 
jSS~ElS ~~ advance. Since th~n ·.we have .had nearly a year's discussion, and we 
'beli~e tJ.1o~sands more of our peo.ple understand' ·the issue DGW than at iast 
Cq~'Yen~on time. iWe would therefore urge every Ontario and Quebec· reader 
of Th~ ~ospel Witness wlho is a member of a Baptist church, whether in an 
'offieial !P<lsition or not, to do h-is or her utmost 00 see to it that their church 

· is ·r~preseD,ted by a ofull .complement of deiegates. 
[n -the second place: we suggest that care ·should be taken to see -111-8:t the 

right delegates are appointed. W'e believe the delegates should, as far as 
possLble, represent the sen"UIID.ents ·of the -clhurch. We question the wisd()m of 

:instructi·ng delegates "In advancl;!, for' if that were dOJ:le generally, discusSion 
at the Convention would 'be useless, and all ·that 'Would be necessary 'Would·ibe 
110 record the vote. 'If there are in our COnvention ·churches of modernist 
sympathies, .it would ;be just as well that thGse' sympathies sohould ibe foully 

· expre&sed. . 'llWo cann<lt walk together except they be agreed j and if the 
· majority ot 'our Baptist Ohurehes are reaJly .iil. agreement with' Professof 

.. Marshall's tl1eological posi·tion, it would be a kindness Vo· those who are not~ 
· for sucl1. churches to give a clear expression t.o their. views. .' : 

We do not want a division In the CGnvent-ion. We ibelieve that our 
denomi:pational task requires the oo-operation of all who share like iPrecious 
fai·thj but 'if the majority of the churciles 'Pr<JiPOSe too endeavour to fulfil th$ 

: ~tist mi~s\on 1n this country 'by ·means of Professor Marshall's gospel, a.nd 
· such m.ethod~ as the iniq.uitous muz~ling resolution of ·the Home. Missk!n Board 
: exem'PU!(ied,' we can only express the -conviction that there are .thousands or 
Ba:pt.ist.os in','9ntario and Queibec ''Yho wUl have neither part nor lot in s'uOh it 

· programme. The Gospel Witness does not believe that our iBa;ptist people 
.-generally, .cpuld· they be. informed· of the facts; would su·pport McMaster 

University in ·her ·present course. 
While :we have Iie.d, one year in wlhich to ·give ·in·formation,.:we are by no 

means persuaded that.:we sbould consider the fortlJoomin,g· Convention as 
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decisive. During bhe year The Canadian Baptist has ·conducted a .cam.paign of 
misrepresentation which shows that we are fighting a consc1enc~les~ foe. The 
~tist Bi'ble Union has 'been organized but a few month·s, and if the. pqnven­
tion vote should favour McMaster University-a contingency whi!lh w~ regard 
as .being almost im'Possible-it seems to us that it would ,be uhe duty 'of all 
orthod-ox Baptists to rema.in in their churChes and to stay !by their guns, and 
determi.ne that the eoming year shall witness an intensive campaign of ~nfor­
matioon which will carry t·his issue ·back t{) every individu·al churchl and to 
every member of every c.b.urch. So far as the 'Presbyterian ,Church was 
concerned, the Church Union question was ultimately decided iby .. a c:Ongrega­
tional vote; and it, and when, we have before us an expression of thll,convitltion 
of every individual church :in the Convention, we should be re!1dy.' to, ac~t 
that verdict as fina1-, and govern ourselves accordingly. ~But w~t~'9:'1-t ,s~ch an 
expression we ,can 'Only assume tohat the rank and file 'Of our people ~r;e still 
'Orth-odox, and address ourselves to the tal!k of giving them. intorI11!a.tion. 
'Jilerefore The Gospel Witness would like to ;put itself on record; '8Jt' ~he {)utset, l' 
as,being opposed to any split in the Conventi'On, or to any proposal1t'O'\VUhdraw 
·from tone Convention: we propose t6 stay in the Convention anii 'contend for 
the faith until the last church, and the last'member in every ,churclll,' shall have 
been heard from. . :,\ ... !" '. 

For this reason we sug:gest' 'lJhat delegates should !be appoiIlJe·~ w1!-.ich will 
,fairly represent the sentiment 'O'f the church to which they ne,1Qng. ,An.d ip. 
this connectoi'On we venture to sound a warning note. In some iI)..s~a~ce!l, tluit· 
we know of, 'Only the pastor oan·d a few members favour MaMaste.:r;., ·trp.~y.may, 

-be expected to have delegates appointed .from the ·gr01llP 'of MdM·aster .sym­
pathizem, in which case tJhe church as a whole would 'be misrepfes~'n~ed by 
the vote. The same pr'inciJ)le may h'Old in the other direction, an'd-'ther.e may 
,be a few Churches where the majority faVlour McMaster and t·h~ min'Ority d'O 
.n'Ot. We think it would ,be fair that such a chur.ch should be repre'se~teq. by 
delegates representing; the sentiment of the maj·ority. Only ,by tHiS. );Ilell-ns can 
the vote ibe expressive of the oh.urch's· conviction, and we respectliuilY. ,su.·ggestJ 
that, without instructing delegates o.ne way or the 'Other, delegateS shouid ibe 
appointed wh'O represent ~he opinion 'Of tJhe majority in the -churCh', wibh··the 
understan·ding that they should 'be free to exercise their best judiroJ,ent I iii the 
light. 'Of the. discussion of the issue at ·the Convention. :':'.' ,t·. \~~ 

Proxy Delegates. ,II .. \ I:· . 
. II 'I L' 

Once more: we ·call attention to the pri:vilege of !proxy reprEtsenta,tion. 
We thin·k it des.~rable .that churches sh'Ould be represented iJ)y their" own . 
membem; 'but I1he prip,ei-ple of proxy delegates was introduced into 'the Con­
vention !by IMcMaster University itself at the GuelJlh Convention, II.Dd; it was 

· by the' assistance of a large proxy vote McMaster Univers1ty' was' eBi.Q.bii~hed 
in Tooronto rather than ·in W'Oodstook. We believe churches ought to end~avour 

· to pay bhe expenses 'Of their 'Own delegates, 'but where that is ~~os8'!]lle 'We 
su·ggest that church.es appoint proxy delegates. There are many,·church.es. In 
T'Oront'O who will 'be glad ·to smp.ply delegates to those -churches who are ·o.pposecl 
to the ;present -course 0:[ iMiClMaster, and who desire to have their oPlPOsi1lon 

'registered by vote. We !have known of cases where churches have' sent their 
credenMal forms, asking :that the names of 'Proxies should be filled in, ,but this 
is an irregular method 'Of iProcedure. Ohurches requiring proxy dele~tes 
should .have the names of those proXies !before them, and should definitely 

· appoiD,t them as their representwtfves. We therefore hereby frankly and 
openly request. all churches who stan'd for the old faith, who believe the Bible 
to be the inspired and infallible Word of God, and who belie-ve that salvation 
can com!, only through. the shed- blood of God's eternal Son and by 'means of 
regeneration by the Holy Ghost_e ask all such. who cannot send delegates 

·to write The Gospel Witness,. and from such churches "S are opposed to the 
. 'present course of McMaster University, names will be sent of persons who 
would b~ glad to serye as their. delegates •. The basis of representation is two 
'delegates ·for the first !hundred mem.bers or' ·fraction thereof, and 'One for every 
su.bsequent h·undred or. major .fraction thereof. Will every chul"cp,; theref'Ore, 
n~dlng p~xy delegates 'Please s~nd .in 'bheir request, and 'we will gJadly send 

. :" ·them names 'Of proxies 'who will act as . their delegates. Do it n'Ow! 
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THE WESTERN RECORDER INVITES 'PROoF. J. G.' BROWN 
TO PROVE HIS STATEMENT. 

The' ,Editor of this paper is everywhere represented! Iby the McMaster 
advocates as a false alarmoist who is always seeing red .. We :have been called 
"liar" and many other noll very com;plimel!1:tal"y n:ames for saying that MoMaster 
University was ho~it:a,bly disposed toward iModer·nism. . 

Professor lMarshaU's 81P1Po.intment and retentIon alone ought to 'be sufficient 
!proof of our contention; ·but we . .have also .nean Farmer's defense of Prof. 
!M:'arshall, and his ·plea for the adoption of· an ,oin·elusive !policy". in education 
a-l50. 

An·4 n()ow it is Prof. J. G. IBr·own. ,We were minded to comment on Dr. 
Brown's article ourselves, bull we are saved the tr~lU'ble 'by these ·comments from 
the able pen of Dr. Vicllo.r 1. Masters: 

IMPLIES THAT DR. BROADUS LEANED TOW~RD LIBERALISM •. 

In the course of his address all a religious. summer assembly in 
'Canada, Professor J. G. Brown of McMaster Universli..ty is quoted in. The 
OanafLian Baptist as sa,ying in part: '''While the great maas of Baptists 
in the United States and Cana:da have rem'ained ·unaffected in their atti­
tude i-oward the BuMe and its teacMng 'by th'e prevaiIip,g current of the 
times, Baptist scholarship has ·not escap~d its in~uenc.es. 'Some of tlhe' 
great B.a.ptist theologians on t~is contin~:n,t, such as Dr. W. :a.. Harper 
and.W. N. Clar.ke, have ·been c1aE:sed as .Ltberals, while others like.John 
A. Broadus, H. C. Wesson, Alvah Hovey, G. W. ~orthrup, A .. H. strong 

. and CalV'in Goodspeed 'Wlould ibe classed as Conservatives .. lit is remark­
able, however, tha1> many of them. later in life and after a careJlul study 
of all the ·facts groo.·tly modified their whole attitude toward the problems 
raised by criticism ·and scien·ce." ·m·ile there is no dir"ect. charge here 
that any in.dJividual of the last grO\l;p ·,bec.ame lliberal, .Dr. ·Brown affirms 
that "many" of those mentioned -in i-he gt"·oup devel-aped· later liberalistic 
tendencies. And the name of Dr. John IA. Broadu·s is placed first. This 
is disquieting, to say 'the least. We ask ·,professor Brown t-o use the 
columns of the Western Recorder to present any ,proof that. he has that 
Dr. John A. Broadus ever leaned in t!he least ·towar·d the Ubera-l interpre­
tation of the Blble. We are also definitely under the -impression that 
the Professor is in error· in the implication as it refers t.o most of the 
other. gentlemen he mentilons. We offer hlim the columns of the Westert~ 
Recorder in this connecllion that ille may present any facts in his posession 
Which may warrant the statement whlch he maile. 

Dr. Br.own invokes the spirits of dead ·men to SUlPp'~rt :his implication that 
if a man lives long enowgh he will outgrow his faith in· the Bible as the 
absolutely infalUble Word of God. Dr. Masters invites him to use the columns 
of The Western Recorder to prove his case. We pr.omiee our readers that /We 
shall carefully scrutinize the pages of 'The Wes~ern .Recorder for Dr Brown's 
reply. Whe~ it appears we will reproduce it. Incidentally; ,we may i~form Dr. 
Brown that we had nothing to. do :with Dr. Masters' arti·ele. W1hen any eroticism 
Is !Passed UlPon 'McMaster ,by anyone living anywhere in the world, it! is always 
attrj'buted 'by the Bloor f;lt. West in~mbles to the inspiration of ·~Shields." 
This tim'e we deny it ,before ~e eh~ge is ma,de t.o sa.ve ink. Come ·on, Dr. 
Brown, let us ihear from you. . 

This interesting inaldent leads us to suggest! that every professor in 
. (MCMaster print his lectures in The Oanadian Baptist. Were they to do so our 

Canadian Baptists woulil soon le~~~. the measure: of the ,McMaster apostl~s of 
accuracy, We ·fear they will continue to hand out t'heil:: hal.f,baked learnd~ 

. for : students 'who ca~not answer to digest. " ". ;. . . . . 
(Meanwhile, we remind DT. J .. G. Brown that .nr. :Masters' name· !s:."Victor.'; 

. .' . _.- .... .:."... .' -', .. :.... .' -
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ABOUT THE VIRGIN BIRTH. 
r- In The GospeZ Witness of June 6th, l'912i4, commenting I().n :Dr. James A. 

Francis' 'keY-note SlPeech at the Northern ,Ba>pttiBit Convention i·n Milwaukee, 
w'f.' wrote, in 'Part, as follows: 

1,· . "There was a time when Dr. James .A. Francis was looked upon as 
.; loyal to tIh.e .faith of Ohrist. iFrom this Oanvention forward, he will be 
i: k-nown as the suibtle enemy of iFllnllamentaUslil. The spirit of his key-
:. note sermonhwill not ,be lost u.pon those who stJand for the 'historic 'Baptist 
i position.' When a man with the Book of inspiration before him enquires 

;whether he is to interpret Christ through ·tIh.e medium of a first cent.ury 
.Jew, or through the medium o'f a twentieth century ·Gentile., thus 'by 
implication denying the unique character of the inspiration of Scdpture, 

it 
I. 
;. 

he has taken a long step on the Modernist road:. . . . Dr. Fran·cis !has 
not yet ·gone to such lengths in open speech as Dr. Woelllkin and others; 
but he is well over the creSlt of the toboggan slide; and one need not 
'be a :poo·phet t.o ;predict where he will shortly arri.ve." 

!: 
j' 
!, 

The Canadian Baptist ·of August :L9th publishes an address by Dr. James 
A. \Francis delivered before the iB.Y.P.U. Convention in Los Angeles. We 
pu'blish one paragrlld)h ·from this address: 

,: .. 

"Let ·,us tum now to the story. A chUd is bO~ in an obsC1£re vlZZage 
Of obSC1£re parents. He is brought up in anotlher obscure village. He 
works in a. 'carpenter shop until he is thirty and ,then ,for three ,brief 
years is an itineranb .preaoher, proclaimin·g a message and Hving' a life. 
He never writes a \book. He never holds an office. He never raises an 
army. He never has a family. He never owns a home. He never goes 
to college. He never travels 20G miles' from the place where he was 
born. He gatliers a little group of friends about 'him and teaches them 
his way Of Zife. . While still a young man the tide of .popular feeling 
turns agai,nst him.. The 'band of ,followers ·forsakes him. One denies 
him; another !betrays him. He is turned over to ih.is enemies. He goes 
through tobe mOckery of a trial; he ·is nailed on a cross !between two 
thieves and ,when dead is ·laid ·in a !borrowed grave !by the kindness of 
a friend. ,!3uch are the ,facts of his human Ure." (The emphasis in tb.e 

. above. 'paragraph is ours.) 

::.~:.': ·~Dr. Francl'$ descri.bes our Lord as Us. ,chlJ.d iborn i,n an obscure village of 
pbscure parE)nts", iUld' conclude·s the paragraph by saying, "Such are the facts 
of . his human life." But the Scripture' says, "And the angel answered ud 
s'il.id unto' ·her,. The Holy' Ghost shall come upoli th.ee, and ,the power of the 
Highest /ilhal~ overshadow ·thee: therefore also that holy thing -which shall !be 
boni of thee .shaUlbe 'oalled the Son of God"; ".And Jesus himself began to be 
!i:bout. th~rJY. years. of age, being (as was supposed) the son or Joseph, whicli 
!~~ the so~ of :H~li." . The teaehing of the Word· of God is ,that Jesus Christ 
~a4··bu~.one hu,m6.il1(larent; and toM wonder of His Ufe, and the JUl-racle.of His 
Power in the life of the indIvidual believer, and of His inll.uence·.upon humaJ;l 
history, is eJCI)lained by that ·fact.· .. 
:" .' The GospeZ .Witness -is charged with sounding the fire alarm when ·there is 

,:no fire, and of bei-n·g unnecessarliy concerned' 8100Ut the tendencies of the 
,religious world. pf t:o~day, but the man. who spea~s of the 'Lord Jesus as having 
,!bee'll ·~orn. of'· obscure parelits" was brou'ghti 8iCl'IOSS .the continent. to· ibe the 
· .. ~ecial s,pelLker at our !Forei·gn ,Mission JubilEle a year or so ago. Dr. Francis 
.'is :One !of the most .a»lilllble gentlemen we ktnow. 'We have travelled thousands 
.. of·miles .with him and have found him a most delighttul companion, of' a most 
, gi-aciOus.·spirit" and the veroy emobodimeJllt of unselfish-ness-all of which makes 
. :~im the more danger<lllS when uttering such sayings as these. 
'f!;~ .... '., . . _-,..!_---
u'\· . :', ,~, , :,' ',., 
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We publish no leilsOn t.b.fs week·.as ·the ,laSt Sunday In ·tihe: quarter 'Will lie 
examination day. 


