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tltbt .Jarbi~ &trttt ~ulpit -
BORN TO BLEED! 

A Sermon by Rev. W. M. Robertson, of Liverpool, Eng., pre'ached in J,al'Vi:4 
Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, July 11, 1926. 

"'But when the fu;lness o;f the time 'Was come, God sent forth Ibis ,Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law to .redeem ,them that were under th.e law, 
that we mi'ght receive ,the adoption of sons".--Gal. 4: 4·5. T'hese words are a 
strlJking and si,gnificant S'Ilmmary of ,the process and pUl'Ipose ().f God dn Incar­
nation. . T·hey need to ,be ,pondered and .proclaimed with i"enewed emphasis in 
our :day. Men seldom exalt one 'aspeot af truth wi·tihout, ,perhaps unconsciously, 
depreciating another. So w.ith the doctl'line (l,f tlh.e Incarnation. It is ,being so 
magn:i·fied to-day as to minimize -the.Atonement.. That "Ohrist has for us the 
religious vaiue o,f God" is a shibboleth of iModernist theology. A now notori'ous 
'MCMaster professor ,preached some time ago on this te~t and stopped half 
way through it making 'the In·carnation merely a magnificent in,eentive to 
h.urn-an endeavour. The 'apostle however :in this scripture joins ,the Incarnation 
and the .Atonement together in such a way .as to make them stand or fall 
toge,ther. The Incarnation without .the Atonement i~ incomplete; the Atonement 
without. ·the Iucarnati,on is inconceivllIble. Oh·rist. was bo,rn to bleed'. 

I. THE iPERIOD. "W·h.en .the IfnIness of the time was come God sent forth 
Hi.s :Son." "God sent" is the most ,frequent ,form of speeeh with reference to 
the Incarnation. It is a phrase of rea:l import. It suggests th.e idea tha.t the 
person sent 'belonged intoimately to the ,place or so:ciety of the !Person who sent 
him. The ,birth of Jesus in Bethlelli.em 'was not :the ,beginning of His ,being. 
He was !bef(),re He 'Was sent. CHe 'is the Eternal ·,Son. The Son exdsted as a 
divine Person !before he 'came to !be made of a woman. No'r did He· come 
without a commission, for the Father s'ent Him. Th.ere is no sense of un­
willingness in Hi·s oo,min:g. To do His Father's will was His delight and so. 

I~ 
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we read "I came ,forth from God". 'In all the movements of the Trinit·y ,for our 
salvation tlhere is pel'fect harmony. 

"The fulness of the time". Men have often asked the question-"Why 
did noll Christ come ·sooner"? To all such questions we can 'but repl'y­
"God knows". Haste and hurry are elements in our human existence ,bu,t God 
is great enough II.:> move with unhurried and ·unerrin·g motion across the stage 
of time. W:hatever may ·have ,been the Di'vine motive .in aHo'wing the years to 
pass, we know th,at the 'passage of time Ibut served to ·demonstrate IIhe h.elpless­
ness of man to recover what sin ·had destroyed. "U~til "the time ap.pDinted of 
the Father" Is ever the governing ,princi'p'le in Ood's dealings with men. Our 
Lord ·came at the Ifitttest moment. T·he world ,had arrived at mature age. 
Politically it was the fulness of time. 'The Roman Empire Ihad flung its far­
spreading influence a'broad upon the wor.ld and exercised a universal sovereignty. 
Free 1ntercourse was established ;between all ilarts of the world and there 
were no political 'barriers to iIlllpede ,the .progress of th Gospel. The Greek 
language also-'the ·most ·perfeell vehicle ,o'f thought ever known, llad made the 
earth to ·be in great measu·re of one tongue. Prophetically it· was ,the fulness 
of the time. There was ,the expectation, Uuobbing in the h.eart of every good 
Jew ,that the Deliverer was at hand. Simeon was 'bull ty.pical of. many others 
who 'Iwaited ·for the consolation ·Q·f Israel". Morally, also i't was the 'llulness 
of the time. At tlhe 'birth of IOhrist th.e moral condition of the world was 
deplor8Jble in the extreme. The dreadful pict-ure of the early chapters of 
Romans ·is no dar.ker than that of ·Pagan writers. (Moralists like Seneca, 
satirists like Juvenal and historians like Tacitus aU combined to paint the 
pIcture in most. dreadlful colours. The old reUgions were .utterly ,powerless to 
check the deSIPerate toendenciee of human nature-

"I()n that hard P,agan world, disgust and secret loathing fell 
.Deep weariness ·and sa·ted lust, made human life a heH." 

Let those modern .professors who grow eloquent over the inherent divinity 
·of men and wh·o talk of "celestial spar-ks" in human nature correct t'heir folly 
by an appeal to h·istory. "The world by wis"dom knew not God". The ,Incarna­
tion was a opre-ilestined event-;it haJ)pened just when it ought ·to have hap­
pened. It was that toward 'Which all that went! Ibe.fore was moving, and from 
which all after-time is d·at.ed. "Known unto Ood are all His works ·from .the 
begInning of the world". Let us no·t grow impatient be·cause of the seeming 
slowness of God's movements. Omni!potence ·has eternity t'O wor.k in. 

n. THE PROCESS. '''Born of a woman made under the law": "Born of a 
woman"~he words are significant not only 1-n what they llifflrm 'but in what 
they deny. There is noNling said of another earthly parent. T.he Virgin !Birth 
of our Lord-a thing increasingly denied-is a ·fundamen·tal d·octrine of Chris­
tianit·y. The only alternative ·to·a, logical mind is th·at Christ ·was an iIIegiti­
mate. No !pla·usi'ble· reasoning ··can evade the implication. Either IChrist. 'Wa,B 
Vil'gin Born or He was a son of shame. Had lIIe 'been the ·product of those 
.forces t.hat inhere in the Vl'o,duction of other: men He must ,then ·have Himself 
'been a sinner. No one with the taint of sin in his ·being could have :been ·a 
Sav:iour of sinne~; The Lamb must ,be wit-h.out Iblemish and without spot. 
"Be'hold a V'irgin shall conceive and ,bear a son and slhaH ,call His name 
Imm8.ll.uel"-Is. 7·: 14. AottelIliPts to .prove thM the word "vi·r·gin" has another 
meaning than that usually received. have 'been completely shattered 'by Prof, 
Robert Dick Wilson of Princeton. who has estabIish.ed with true scholarly 

\ 
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insi.ght Dhe ancient inter,pretaNi:m of the ,passage. How eloquent ,is the language 
of :Matt. 1: 1J6 as !bearing on this .point. AU through the 'Chapter it has !been 
"so-an-so ibegat so-and-so" :but -in verse 10 we read-"And Jacob Ibegat Joseph 
the husband of .Mary, of whom was 'born Jesus who is called Ghrist": He was 
the "Seed (l·t the Woman"_ Jose·ph d·id no~ 'beget Jesus.. "Tlhat Holy 'l'hing 
wruich shaH :be 'born' of thee ·shall !be caned the ,Son of God"-Luke 1: 35. If 
I1here were no human ,paternity then the Virgin Birth could only take place if 
Mary :were the .passive agent of the Holy ISpirit. Gild 8.'lone can .give life and 
since Dhe ordi.nary channel of procreation was set aside-then :it. must lIle by 
creation-the ~reative act of God Himself. 

''\Made under the law." He who was the .Son of ~d_vo:luntari1y took His 
place under the law to fulfil its obligation. and for us to pay Us penalty. We 
were born under· law as creatures, He took His place undE'r law for the ends 
of suretyB'hip. 0 measureless love-unspeakable grace! The Eternal Son of 
God b·e·came a bondse·rvant for us! His meritoriouS' o'bedience both in pre­
ce,pt and ,penalty are our salv·ation. ''tChdst ,hath redeemed us f·rom ·the curse 
of the law being made a curse for us." 

" Then the spirit of th·e Highest on a virgin meek came down, 
And He burdened her with blessing and He pained her with i'enown, 
For s'he bare the Lord's anointed, for His croS's and ·for His crown." 

III. THE PuRl'OSE-''TO redeem them th·at were under the :law". This is the 
grand culmination. Calvary was the place of conquest. He was born to bleed! 
PerfidiouS! professors tell their students these days tha:t the subEltitutionary 
theory of the Atonement is "crude". The preaching of the Cross !has' always 
off·ended th~ carnal mind! "The preaching of the Cross is to them that perish 
fooUE.'hness". The offence of the cross ·has not ceased. Men want a Saviour 
they can measure by their own standards'. Our Lord did not come merely to 
educate men nor to .eliminate misery. He came to redeem. To Him man is 
much more than a creature in an imper.fect state of develolliment-'he is a 
bond-slave to sin tied 'hand and foot. It is not enough if you would help.a 
prisoner, to go to him and say-"Friend I come to instruct you, to amuse you, 
to help you to pass the Ume". What he wants is not to have hiEl captivity made 
more tolerillble, .bul1 to 'be set free. And our ,Lord came to make us free. "u the 
Son therefore shall make you free-ye shalll be free indeed". We were bond­
slaves to sin and· Satan and He purchased our .freedom at the infinite cost of 
His own preciollls !blood. "He lbore our sins in His own 'body on the tree". 

Bearing shame and scoffing rude, 
In my place condemned He stood, 
Sealed my pardon with His blood, 
Hallelujah-What a Saviour! 

It is idle for men· to reason that God can receive Slinflrl men back into fel­
lowship'with Himself without the· sacri·fice of Christ. There is a Divine justice 
to' be vindicated as well as' a Divine mercy 'to be satisfied.' A r.ecognition of 
this is a primary essential in any scriptural view of Atonement. We cannot 
rid ourselveS' of the belief in a moral ord-er-we know that an injury done 
la·S'ts and that once we have committed sin we are as he'l:pless as trapped 
birds. Only God can succour us. We mum pay the penalty ourselv·es or 
Another must bear it foT' us. And He has! It is by HiS! stripes' we are 'healed. 
It is not what man can do but what God 'has done. Our sins are forgiven and 
the chain we have forg·ed around ourselves is shattered becau·S'e God has taken 
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the ,great t.ask upon H1mself. '1(}od was in 'Christ reconciling the 'World untQ 
Hims'eIf". AlI that needed ,to be done----1alI the law's demands, all that the 
severest sense of justice could require has been accomplished by the match­
less, measureless love of 'God HimseIf. "0 the depth of the riChes Iboth of 
the wisdom and knowledge of G·od-how un·searcha:ble are His judgments and 
HiS' ways past finding out". The work of God in Christ is not merely the 
work of forgiveness 'but of redemption. The ·cost of that redemption to the 
love and holiness of God is such that we have no standards by which to mea­
su,re it. "He. was 'Wounded ·for our transgressiQns, He was bl'\uised for our 
iniquities-the chastisement of our peace was upon .Him and with His stripes 
we are 'healed". 

I'V. THE PROMOTION---,''Th8lt we-m-ight re,ceive -the adoption 'Of sons". This 
really embraces everything. What can a chHd in a father's- house have more 
than· his ful~ place there? Position, privilege, prospects, are all ours because 
"i·f ,chi·ldren ihen heirs-heirs of God and jo-int heirs wilfu, Jesus Ghrist." The 
modern as'Sumption that aJll men by nature are "sons of God" negativ,es and 
nuHifies· the whole testimony of the Gospel. What need for adoption into 
God's family iof we ar,e there already by nature. The new birth would then 
be an impertinence. "We were ·by nature chHdren of wrath even as others". 
Alas, ·many ·professing Christians are living more. like foundUngs than the 
children of the living God. Let us pos'Sess our possessions. We are not our 
own we have been bought with a price, let us· therefore glo·rify God in our 
bodies and in our spIrits which are His.. It is rela.ted -that w.hen Brutus, the 
assassinator of Caesar, sat in 'hiS' tent at dead of night-a 'hug.e shadowy form 
stood beside him. He asked, ""Who art thou ?" and the form seemed to 
answer, "-I a:m thine evil genious, Brutus, we shall meet 'again." !Every sinner 
has his evfo1 genius at his elbow wherever he goes. You cannot es·cape from 
it. To those ()f you pr,esent this morning still without Christ I would now 
appeal. "How ·s·hall ye escape if you neglect so great sa'lva-tion". Only the 
blood of Ohrist can give you peace. He is ·mighty to save. Having ·been de­
liv·ered for our offence.s' He was raised again for our justification and is a'ble 
to save them to the uttermost who come into God through Him. Co·me to 
Hi,m thIs morning. Trust Him implicitly, -trust Him sincerely, for-

,Soon as your all you venture 
On the atoning blood, 
T·he Holy Spirit enters 
And you have peace with God. 
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HOW MEN OF GOD ARE FEARED. 
A Sermon by the Pastor. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, July 6th, 1924. 
(Stenographically Reponted.) . 

. "And Saul was afraid of Da,·id. because the 'Lord w". with him, and was 
depa,rted from Saul. "-1 Samuel 18:12. 

A 
and, ruotwitmstandin·g the splendid and heroic servi·ce wohi,ch David 

II II ,,"mIT of .ride .nd of I~lou". took ",..,let, O,." .. ion of Sa'" 

had rendered ,both the king and ·the sta-te, ,because the women of 
'==' IIsrael sang, "Sa-ul hath ·sla:in Ihis thousands, and D.avid 'his ten 
WW thousands ... IS.aul eyed David from tJhat d·ay and ,forward." Wha-t a 

si-gni-fi'cant verse t·hat is!-"And Saul eyed David ·from that day for-
wa-rd." And the result of his observat!ion was to discover that 'the 

Lord was with David. "S,aul was a;fraid of Da:vid, 'because the Lord was with 
htm, and was 'departed from Sa-ul." .I want you to examine t!hat te~t a little 
wMle tl!is morning. 

1. 
T,o ·begin with, 'here is the simp'le fa'Ct that IT Is 'POSSIBLE FOB A rMAN TO 

HAVE GoD WITH HUl. That .Is a sim,ple ,fact!; and yet it. is ·a st8!tement of !the 
most profound s1gnifica:nce. Nothing more wonder.ful could ,possIbly ,be stated 
than tha-t-that it i's 'Posstible ;for sinful men, for you and for me, to have God 
with us. And it is more iII1ipor.tant to have God with illS than ,t.o !be ri'ch; ·Uhan tlo 
be .favoured 'by the world; than to occupy an exa:l.ted .position o~ ·any sort: it is 
t.he greatest of all ,privileges whi·ch ·can come to anyone-to have God wit!h him. 
Some years ·.a'go there was a certa-in man in the Uni,ted .States who was a private 
citizen. He occu.pIed no official position whJlitever; but he was .known as a 
confidential !friend of the President. And ·f·rom obscu·rity, he suddenly .became 
a world ,figure, only because it was 'known IIhat ·he kept 'Company with the 
President of the United S·tates. Dur·irug the time of ·the war, we had many. 
heroes. 'I'here were thousands ·of men wh[) distin.guished themselves in various 
forms of service. But ,,1hen anyone of ·them was· commanded 'to come into 
the presence of the king, and it was 'known tl!at he enjoyed t-he king's ·favou·r; 
tha.t- the Ilcing had said to 'him, ''WeH done", ;for a ·certaoin ,piece of service, hIs' 
name was /pu.blished ,throughout the 'WIOT·ld as a man. who had come 'before t'he 
·king. And yet !here is the 'truth, that it is nato only ipOSsilble for us to come 
before .the Kin·g: it is 'POSsible for us to Uve woith the King, to walk with the 
King, to -talk witl! the King, to have God with .us all the time.' 

Now, Jet us remark that that is not true of any owe naturally. God is not 
W:it'h the n_,!:turai man; for '':the ,ca~l mind is enmity a.gainst God: ·for ito is 
not subject to the' law of God, neither indeed can b:e." II con·fess tlhat there are 
a great many ipeo.ple.'that IIi 'Would not Uke to live with. I don't mind meeMng 
them: I would 'be glad to be of servi·ce :to them. IBut I ,have met people whose 
tastes were so radically different f.rom mine, whose whole view of life waS SO' 
contrary to mine, !that I wa,.s perfectly sure tohat I c.ould not wa.I.k and talk with 
them long ·and Ibe in agreement. . Two cannot :wal·k together unless they 'be 
agreed; and it ,is impossilble !for a man or woman or boy or gi.rl -to have God 
witih· him, 'and to w-alok with Him, unless there 'be some agreement between our 
spirits and :the 'Spirit! of God. And na:turaUy there is no such a-greement. Our 
tastes Me different from His; our desires are contrary to .. His will. The wh~le 
set and ·bias of our life is in oppos!·tion to Gocl; and .there is no· one of l1S who 
can 'have God with. him until we have ,by ,the Spirit. of God been brought to 
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repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Oh,rist. Now there are some, peo,ple, 
I said, I would not care to live wHlh; and I ,cannot conceive of anyl ohange that 
could possibly come to ;them th9:t would make them agreeable comp<1.n'ions. I 
do not mean to say 'that' we sh.ould quarr~l wi,th them; nor that we should not 
'be on good terms with. tllose 'Who are no~ natu,rally agreea;ble to us: there Is a 
sense in whioh the S'pi.rit of God can make us to love everybody, but not w.ith 
t1he kind of Lo'Ve that: could de,;;ire their dai'ly companion&h<itP. You know what 
I mean: tbat. there are ;people who in their very nature and cOnstitution are 
mutually op;posofte. '1'he wonder is that 'We, who are by natu,re so ,contrary to 
God, can be made over a,gain so that God can really find ,pleasure in us and 
deUghlt In our companionsohi,p. And that: ~s the trutb, the 'siDllPle foundation 
truth that. I ,bring ,to you to beglin with; ibecause I .feel :tJhat I should do this 
always, lest there shoul'd /be someone who is not converted. 

The vh·ing that separates us from God has /been laid "Upon Jesus Christ. 
There is t:herefo're no reason why, ,simply on th.e ground of our sinfulness, we 
should not .walk with God; because He Ihas made it !possible for us :flo have our 
sins removed, clea·nsed &'Way 'by the .precious Ihlood; our ·hearts made new by 
the, power of His ISll'irit.; and the whole man brought into agreement wi.th God. 
Let me . make that very .plain to all you young people here this mo'rning, and to 
those who are older. There is ,that: one ;point of difference, of disagreement 
between everyone of us and God, until ,the matter of sin is settled. 'Dhere Is 
one thing u.pon which 'We must agree with God; and. when we agree with Him 
on that ;point, we may have Goll ;with uIY-and that is, 1n !God's estimate .of His 
Son. ISu.pposlng some one were too 'Walk down street 'With one of you 'Who is a 
father, to-morrow, 'as you were ,going to business, ,and say, '~Good morn,ing, Mr. 
So-and-<so! .How SIre you ,tMs morning?" You tal'k .pleasantly a,bout the weath.er 
and otiher ,things, until that man expresses an 0,pin10n a:bout your son, jof you 
have one. He tells you that he does not ·believe In your son; that he has no 
confidence in ·him, in ill,is dntoegrity; 'he s;peaks disrespectfu'Hy of your son. I 
am sure ,that tlhe momen't he e)[Jpressed that v,lew tlhere would :be diE!agreement 
between you; and I rather expect YJQU would :turn at ;the 'ne~t eorner, and say, 
"Good morn1ng! I don't want to walk any farther .wi,tJh anybody who thinks 
of my son in t!b.at 'Way." 

God has said that Jesus Christ Is His 'Well~beloved iSon. God says that. 
Jesus! came :into ,the 'World to dIe for your sins and mine. God says that when 
Jesus died on the cnoss, He paid the debt of every one of us. God says that He 
w'as raised again from the dead; that He ascended into th.e glory; and that He 
ds there interceding for suclh, as come .unto Ood ,by Him. .And God says that 
everyJbody who !believes on His iSon; accepts His estiJllJ8ite of His iSon; takes 
up the same attitude .toward His -Son ,that: He has; ibelieves in Him as God 
believes in Him; depends upon His sa'crilfice as an atonement for Sin, as GICI.d 
IIICCe;pts that ;Sacriflce; l<lo,ks ftO Rim to -intercede for him, even as God hears 
His ~nter,cession,---4:hat ,tilie moment we believe ~;tih God, ,recei'v1Jlg Jesus Ohrist, 
we can walk t'ogether. [sn't that wonderful? I have put it that way so as to 
make i,t very simple. 

"What tihink ye of Christ? Is the test 
To try iboth yo-ur .plan and your scheme: 

Y,ou cannot. 'be right in t'he rest, 
Unless you toMn-k r·ightIy of Him." 

And when ,you 1i)1i'n'k riglhtly of Ch,ris-t, you may, Uke .Dav1d, have God with you. 
I pray that every one of us may leave t:Ms building this morning with tihe 'assur­
ance that we go in step wi.tb God, in agreement iW1th God; because ,we believe 
in 'the Name of 'His ~nl'Y 'begot·ten S'on. 

I. 

" • . 
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II. 

A word or tw·o albout THE ADVANTAGES OF ·THIS DIVINE COMRADESHIP. What 
does it mean to have God with us? That is salvation. -Salvation does not mean 
church memberslhi.p; salvatoion .is not in reNg:ious ordinances: it is in ·the 
Person of Christ Himself. And just as tllwse two disciples walked the 'Emmaus 
road! with Him, and· talked with Hijm, and He opened their understanding, and 
at. the same .time opened to· them the. IS,cri·ptures, .jt is .posstble for us to have 
God with us in our ·homes, in our businesses, ·in alI the relavionshi.ps and occu­
pations· of life-to ·have G1:Jd with us every day . 

-Now what ad'Vanta·ges accrue to those who tJhus have God with them? 
·Look a,t this stOry; and you IWm find, that it mean.t ·to David, first. IOf aH, 

1111at he was endowed with (j, superhuman wisdom. Again and again we are told 
in this chapter that "·David belhaved himself wisely". He was under divine 
instruction, so that every step he t.ook was ·taken .in th.e will of God; and Ihe was 
saved from talking wrong courses, and from doing wrong things, !because, having 
God with him, he was endTolWed with! a wisdom tha:t was more than .human. Is 
there anything we need more t'han that? We cannot see even into to-morrow. 
I have no doubt tlhere are. ,business men, wh.o in their !business 'Would give· 
almost any amount of money i.f only they could forecast !business cond·itions 
for three .momths; if they could only know whatl to ,buy, how much to ·buy, and 
how to ·ptan .for the future. Do :you remember how ·the Word of God says, 
"Go to. now, ye t'hat say, To-day or .to-morrow we will go into sullh a city, and 
continue there a year, and buy and seH, and get .gain: whereas ye kno!W not 
\\ hat slhal"l be on ·the morrow. . . . For that ye oug·ht to say, I,f the Lord will, 
we shall live, and do th<is, or ·that." We all ·have to-morrow .be·for.e us--'-,the 
duties of to-morrow; the ·prqblems of ·to-mor.row; th~ diff.i,culties of to-IDIo.rrow; 
the burden·s of to-morrow. We think we ·know something of iWhat to-morrow 
will ,bring; .but "'boast not. thyself of to-morrolW; for thou 'knowest nov what a 
(lay may :bring forth." Before this sun slhall set·, .th.e greatest surprise of your 
life may come to you; the greatest joy, or the greatest sorrow; the greatest 
.pl'lO,blem.;· the greatest· 'burden; the ·greatest d-ifficulty. "Wlllo is sufficient for 
these t·hin.gs?" 

You young people,-What are you goin.g·to /be? What are you going to do 
\\ ith your lives? By and 'by, 'You 'Woil'! have to shoulder your share of th.e 
:burdens of life. You will Ihave to ·determine what you-r occ~ation should ibe, 
and t.o what particular ·form of service you wU:l ·gi'Ve your life. YIO!\l will have 
t.o discover what ·your na:tural a'P·titudes are. How are you gOing to know 
whav you ought ·to 'be, and where you ought to walok? Do you Ro()t see that 
aIbove aU tMngs you need a COunseLlor, Who can see your ·path. of. Hfe ri.ght 
straigh·t .th,rougb to the end? If some 'hum.an friend coU'I'd come to yoou and 
tell you, ''Your life is as an o~en -book to me, wi-tlh every ,pa,ge open/' would 
you not be d·isposed to l·i5ten to such an one's ,counsel? lBut that is i.mPoQssible 
on the h·uman plane; ,but jusv as the Hfe o-f David was an OlPen book to God, 
and as: He came to David and s·aid: ''David, I will '\\alk with you, and I wiIl 
direct every step aU .the wa.y through", so He win ·come to us and He w-il'l direct· 
our steps. Ho'\\' will He do -it? That is !What tlbe ·Bible ·is ,for: ''W1herewithal 
shall a young man cleanse his way? ·by taking .heed tlbereto acco~ding to thy 
word." "Thy word have I hid in mine hea:rt·, tha:t I might not sin against thee." 
"Thy word i·s a ·I.am!p unto my feet. and a light unto my .path." 'l'hose who . are 
Christians have a d·ivine Counsellor; and we can bring all our affairs to Him. 
If I were to stop ,preacihing no"" and turn this 'into a t.estim:iJ.ny meeting, there 
a.re men and women he·re, I am sure, who ·cou:J.d OCCU'll'Y .the· rest of the morning 
telUng us ·how, when they came 00 Ufe's ,cross-roads, and -they did not know 
whi'Clh turn to .take,-t'hey were ~n the fo·g, in ·the mist, and did not know 
whi·ch. direction their life sh,ouJd take,-tlhey looked to ·Go·d; and, ·f·rom the 
Word of' the Lo.rd. there came ·the word of divine wisdom, directing them in 
thei·r ·pat-h. These are simple things;· 'but, my ifriends, what I want every· one 
of. you to learn is this: tlhe ·Bi'ble is to.be a daily .coII1ipan·ion; its ,princi!ples are 
to mould our conduct, and s·li-ape our character, and direct ·us in all (Jour ways_· 
just as -David was directed wlhen God was w"ith h.im. But. YlOI\l ,oo.nnot rea:lly have 
the direction o·f·the Word of ·God wi'thout haviIJJg God "Himself . 

• 'H1~.ving God w·ith .h.im, David 100.S emlO1oed. with a s1tperhuman strength. 
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He :was but a youth, rudd'Y, and of ,a 'fair 'counten'ance. And yet we 'heard last -
Sunday 'how the Lord was with h.iml lin the day of stress; and how Ihe slew the 
'lion and the bear, and later, the great 'giant of Gath. !Now, the simple truth 
is IIhis: that wEll none ,o,f us can Bve life successtuHy in our own strength. We 
all need the mighty 'Power of God. I heard one of our y'oung members say the 
other ,day, rubO'Ut examiIlJ8.tion time, that she had asked the Lord to be~p he,r 
through her exam;i.na'tions; and ',that He had done <it. Do you think that is true? 
Do you ,tlMnk the Lord hears ,the ,prayer of a litllie ,child attend-ing school? 
Do you tbelieve the Lord o,pens their understan-d·ing? Do you ,believe He can 
make a 'boy or ,a girl strong in tb,e ·hour of t.empta'tion? Do· ~'ou ibeHeve He 
makes a man strong in the stressful hour of :business? Is it really true 'that 
you and .1, in aU ,our human ;wea,kness, can enjoy -an accession of divine strength 
that will maJke -it possible for us 110 do the ,things ·that, in our own 'strength, are 
entirelY·impossible? That is the teaching of the W,o,rd of God: W1hen we walk 
with Him, we l,ive supernaturally; the 'Power of th.e Holy Spirit is given to 
everyone. And [ 'beg ,of you young !Christians, ,to 'give ,caref,ul heed ,to the 
tea:ch·ing of Scripture. - 'Read -for yourselves, in Ood's Holy Word, what He says 
of IIhe 'Possi'bilities of Ufe in the 'Spirit. The Holy Spl,rH will take 'Possession of 
us, and hel.p us to live worthily 'and vIctoriously ,by the tpower of our God. 

David ;was also endowed with a superhuman patience. [f· t[ were to aS'k 
you this mornin'g: "When was Dav,Id mightiest? when did he exempli·fy in 
his career the greatest measure of dIvine power?" I dare say some of you 
would answer: "He iWas a migh,ty man when 'he slew the lion and 'the bear; but 
I think he W!US mi-ghtiesll of all wlhen .he went out. and slew GoUath. That ds 
what I sh'ould like to do. I should U,ke to be strong enough to ibeat a giant." 
I d,o not tohink that was 'the mightiest time; I do not tih-ink that was the time 
wh.en DaV'id ex,per.ienced ,the greatest measure of divine tpower. There are a 
lot of retu·rned so.ldiers Ih'ere this morning. You ·remember your ex;perience in 
the 'battie: .you needed a goo,d deal of courage, a good deal of real st'ren-gth 
when you went lOver the to,p,-when yOU were in motion; when you were in 
at'tack. But didn't you find the hardest ,tMng was just to be ,quiet under ,fire 
lind do nothing? W'asn',t that even more tTyin,g ,to the nerves than to be actu­
aUy engaged ,in an assa:uIt upon t.he enemy? I d,o not 'beHeve David had h:is 
greatest difficulty with the Phi.Jistine: 'his ,greatest difficulty was ISau~. I think 
David exemplified the mig.hty power of God ,as :in no other time in 'Ms life 
when he ·came inflo the ,cave, and discovered that in u'tter 'helplessness there 
lay his wor,st enemy-there was Saul ;fa·st asleep.. "'And 'the men of David. 
said unto him, Beh'old the day of wlM'ch ,the :Lord sa.j.d unto ,thee,! Behold, I wiH 
deliver thine enemy in,to thine hand, tilat ·thou mayest. do ,to him as it shall 
seem good unto thee. T·hen Dayid arose, and cut off 1Ih.e skirt of Sau'l's robe 
privily. And it came to pass afterward, that ,Dav,id's heart smote ,h.im, ,because 
he ,had cut off 'Saul's sk,irt. And he said unto his' men, 'The ,Lord !fur,bid that I 
should do this thing unto my master, the Lord's anointed, to stretch forth' mine 
h.a.nd against 'him, seeing he ·is :the anointed of ,the Lord." David quietly 
retired from ,the cave; and when Saul .Wt!IJS wa'kin,g, David called t'O 'him from a 
safe distance, and he ;held up 'tJh'at l'ittle !piece of drlltpery, ,and he said: "Do 
you see? ::r was close enO'Ugh ,to yOU to cut off a ,piece ,of you,r robe; and y'Ou 
have Ibeen ;pursuing me as thou-gh' ,I were your enemy. 1 ,hold this up now only 
as ;proof ,that I ,had you ·in my tpower, and I ,could have k,iUed you if I had 
wanted t(). But ibecause you were tb,e ,Lord's anointed, I refused to touch a 
hair of 'Your"head." 

What -is the g·rewtest mani'festation of divine ,power the world has ever 
seen? Do you say. it was in the' life of the Lord Jesus? Yes: "God was 
mani,lest in the flesh". ,Br·ing His life before you, and teU me when was Jesus' 
Christ the mIghtiest. .someone may say, "I thing it must ·have been when He 
r;ltood up in tolle boat, and sa-id to tlhe wind and ,the waves, 'Peace, 'be still. And 
the wind ceased, and there was a :great calm.''' I do not 'think so. ''Well, was 
it when He said' ·to,the leper. 'I wi.II; :be thou ,clean'."? iNo.!" ";When He o,pene'd' 
the eyes o,f the 'blind?" lNo! "Wlhen He st'ood a't ·the grave of Lazarus and 
said, 'Laza'rus, come ·forth,. And 1ie tha:t was de'ad came .fort!h, ,bound hand and 
foot wi·tJh· 'grave-cloflhes: and his :face was :bound about with a napkin. Jesus 
sa:ith unto them, 'Loose ,him, and let him ,go' "? No, not then! Look at Him 
in t1111 'Garden! A ,great band of soldiers come with swords and wHh staves; 
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and Peter says, "Now ·is -the 'time to ·fight." 'He un-sheaths his sword, and cubs 
of[ th.e ear of a servant of the high priest. "T1hen Jesus said unto Peter, Put 
u,p thy sword into the sheath." It ,takes a go.od deal more .po,wer to .pout bhe 
sword into· the sheath than -to take it 'out; a ,great deal more mioght ,to refuse to 
fight th.an 'to :fight.. Pilate said: "Knowest 'thou not-,pr!)ud ,of 'his .p-ower­
that I have ;power to crucify thee, and have !power ,to release thee? Jesus ans­
wered, Thou ,couldest have no power at aU against. me, e:rcept it were given 
thee from a:bove." When; was Jesus 'the mightiest? When at l.ast they reached 
the summit of 'Calvary, bhe rough soldiers came, ·and laid hands ,on Jesus, and 
took Him-the .In-carnllltion of Omni.potence; the Embodiment O'f all th.e power 
by which all worlds ,were made. He had said: "T.hoinkest thou that· ~ cannot 
now pray -to my iFather, and he shaH ;presently ·give me more than twelve 
legions of an,gels? But how ·then shall tthe scri'ptures be .fulfi'lled, tih'at th,us H 
mus-t ibe?'" And you see Jesus aUo-wing ,those ro'ugh 'soldiers to lay Him 11IPon 
His ,back, and without resistance spread abroad His arms; d,rive the nails 

,: through Hh~ hands 'and through His feet; ,put a crown ,of thorns upon His 
brow; and ·then to l'ift that ·cross into a 'pel1Pendicular .position, 'and let· ,it drop 
into th.e socket ,prepared ,for iot, untH tJhe wei'ght of His ;preciou·s body rested 
uopon t'he ,cruel nails-and the Incarnate 'God never .resisted it! WIHI you teU 
me whav engineer could dam 'back the lPO'Wer o.f Niagara, and command its 
mighty thunders to sleep? No engineer in -the world would attempt it: it 
would be .an u,tter -impossibility with the weIght of all 'those mIghty natural 
rese·rvoirs 'behind it. 'Listen! It required Omnipo-t'ence t.o control omni;potence. 
Only Almightyness 'could ·thus meekly have yie'lded ,to tJhe Cross! And [)av·id 
was just a little 'bit-not much, Ibut just a U'ttle bit-,Hke grea.t Davi1i's greater 
Son, 'when he' endured Saul's ,persecution; and when h·e refused' to svretch forth 
his 'hand, against the Lord's anointed. . . • 

'. Why do we need ·the power of God? To enable us ,to endure, to be pati-ent, 
. to control- our tongues. Do you know if some people could, 'by superhuman 

power, be enablOO to hold th.eir tongueS', it would be one of the most stupendouS' 
miracles of modern times? There is nothing ill the world that would glorify 
God so much as for people, sometimes, to be silent-just to stop talking: 

"0 ,for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Red·eemer's praise!" 

Thank God some people haven't a thousand tongue.s·! You may use the 
tongue you have a thouS'alld times as much to praise God with; bilt let us 
everyone pray God for the mighty power of God to be silent when He wants 
us to be silent! 

A dear young girl sa:d to me last night: "1 h'ave begun to feel a little 
uncomfortable in the prayer-meeting." "W·hy?" "Because I cannot speak. I 
used to praise the Lord, and say 'Amen" in my heart when 1 heard the testi­
mony of other.s; but 1 ·cannot overcome that native timidity." ,I am not going 
to put a premium u'pon sil-ence when we ought to wi-tness for the Lord; but, 
on the other hand, let us remember that the talking Christian is not neces-­
sarily the one who brings most glory to God. Sometimes we should, like 
David, 'hold our 'peace; and, by the power o·f God's Spirit, stand In the presence 
of a great injustice and say nothing. It is a g·reat thing to .have a divine Com­
'panion; 'because you can be .sure then, as David was, that everything wiII work; 
out well in t'he end. He had not th·e slig·htegt dou'bt that all the obstacles 
would be cleared; and that ulUm.'ately he would come to the throne. Thus, my 

'. dear friend·s, if God is with us, "all bhings work together for good to them 
that love God." 

III. 
Jusot. this word, and I ,have done. DAVID iESPECIALLY. !NEEDED THE LORD WITH 

HIM :BECAUSE .S·AUL WAS AGAINST Hue And you and I especiaUy need a .friend; 
because we 'all 'have our enemy-"y·our adversary the devil." Saul is a type o-f 
that 'P'rince ·from whom God"s ,S.pirit 'has been taken; and from whose >hand ·the 
kingdom has departed: it is our David, and not t·h·e DevH, Who is ultimately to 
rule 'n this world. But for the present, Saul is' recognized by many as' the 
master. 
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And 'here is a wonderful saying: "Saul was afraid of David, because the 
Lord was with him, and was de'parted from Saul." Ther,g is a world of sound 
theolog'y in that 'hymn we sometimes sing: 

"Rest'raining prayer, we cease to fig>ht; 
Prayer make.s· the C'hristian's aJ'lmour bright; 

And Satan trembleS! when he sees 
T·he weakest saint upon his knees." 

It is literally true· that the Devil himself is afraid of a ·man who has God 
with him. What a wonderful thing that it is possible, by the power of the 
Spirit of God, to, insp:re even the Devil 'himsel-f with fear! "The devils\ also 
believe, and tremble." When 1 was' in Minneapolis the other day, 1 'heard Dr. 
Munha·ll, that great old warrior, that veteran in the things of God, speak. He 
Is only eighty-two. He has never spent a day In bed in his life; and he ha,s 
been preaching~1 do not know how long: I think it must 'have ,been from the 
'beginning, almost. But I 'he'a'rd ,him speak one evening on "The Devil." And 
he said: "I am going to tell you a parable of a traveller who went into a certain 
t.own; and, as he walked down the street, he ca'me to a magnificent church. 
ArchitectutaUy, it was fine. He went inSlide; and it was splendidly furn:shed. 
No service was 'being held at the time; and so ,he walked through all the 
rooms of the place. At last he found the door into t'he belfry. He climbed up 
into ltJhe ,belfry, ,because he thought he would oli.ke to see every:thin·g; and there, 
up in th.e tower, he fo>und' a little imp-a little devil-lfast asleep, curled up .}.ike a 
pussy cat on the hearth. He did not disturb ,hf,m. He walked out, and down 
t.he street. Just on the outskIrts of the tDwn, the traveller found a ,little log 
cabin; and he was amazed to diS1Cover that there were devils on the roof, and 
100Ring in at the window, and keeping guard at the door, and the gaTden all 
around was fiHed with them-a grewt congregation of evil f>'Pirits. He wo·n­
dered what in the world could have attracted so .many of the friends of the pit 
to this little log cabin; and ,he ventured to address one who sellmed to be 
standing guard at the gate. He said: 'What are you doing 'here? Who. lives 
here?' And he mentioned the name. It was an old negro woman of seventy or 
eighty years of age, who 'had been bed-ridden for many years. ,she was lying 
on her back, and could not move at all. The traveller mid: 'Well, why are 
you here? 1 passed a churc'h jus1 now; and 1 explo·red the whole bunding. 
There was nobody there, and 1 went up into the tower and there was just one 
little devil keeping guard over that whole establishment.' And this devil said: 
'He has not haH a job either. One is quite enough to look after that church. 
They do not have any prayer-meetings; they do not 'have any gospel services; 
they do not have any dai1y witness for C'hriSlt: that church is' not disturbing us 
very much. Just to make 'assurance dou'bly sure, we have one on guard there; 
but he has not anything to do.' 'Well,' said the traveller, 'I should t'hink one 
would be enough to. look after this old woman, and send the others up there.' 
'Oh, no;' he said, 'she keeps us aU busy.' 'How is that? S'he is on her bed; 
she cannot get out to work.' 'No, she just prays; and 1 tell you when she 
begins to pray we all have our ,hands ,full. We cannot keep 'her in order at 
all'." 

Well, it is only a parable, but there is a great principle. "Saul was afra.id 
of David, because the Lord was with 'him"; and if the Lord i51 really with you, 
evil men will be afraid of you, too. They will s'ay all sorts of things against 
you. They won't love you, .but they will respect. you. They will say: "We have 
got something to reckon with when we deal with that man, or with that woman." 
If God is' wHlh you, you need not 'be afraid of anY'body. "J.! Ood "be ,for us, 
who can be against us?" And, my ·friends, that is true Df a church. 1 think 
that a praying church is likely to keep the Devil 'busy; he is not likely til- take a 
vacation. As long as a church keeps on praying,',he will be ·busy. And 'he will 
be busy with aJ.I the church members; he will try to 'find ·some way of getting 
hold of you, one way or the o,tJher. But I beg of you, let us ,learn more and 
more ,perfectly to walk :with God. and let Him have the fi·rst place! Then we 
shall tr:u.mph in aH things; and every evil power will be a~raid of us. In 
apostolic days, such divine' power was manifeEied in the ministry of those apo­
stolic preachers, ·.that, at one ·time, g,reat fear fell IIpon all the people. And 1 

1'10 
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think we ought to be able, by the blessing of God, to fn·spire men and women, 
not with ,fear of ourselves, .but with "the fear of the. Lord, which is the begin· 
ning of wisdom." 

IV. 
But there is A TERRffiLE WARNING here: "'Dhe Lord . . . was departed 

from SauL" Saul's hi&tory is one of the tragedies of alI time. How splendidly 
he began! With what promiS'e 'he set out u'pon Ms royal career! How humble, 
how modest in the beginning! He had almost to be dragged into pu'blic view. 
Who would 'have dreamed .that lurking in the folds of the heart of ,that modest 
man was a pride which would by and by defy God to His face? If you would 
know what human nature really is, if you would know the depths and totality of 
human depravity, 'study the Ufe of ,saul, the son of Kish. 

What splendid natural qualities he possessed-what physical perfection, 
what S'agacity, what courage, what powers of leadersMp in general! 

And what opportunities to serve his own genera.tion by the will of God. 
The nation waS' crying out for a champion, when the crown was put upon 
'the brow of Saul and the sceptre in his hand. 

But the success of another was SauI'-s undOing. He could not endure to· 
hear ,DaV'id ·praised .. ,Envy a~d jea;}ousy, li'ke a deadly cancer 'gripped .his soul. 
His humiUty was swaJolowed up by pride; his modes,ty was destroyed by his 
passion for applause. The glory of the temporal blinded ·him to &piritual reali· 
ties. The 'BSlbel voices of time drowned the still small voice of God's word, 
until aU spiritual faculties were atroph'ied and he was left guideless by the 
awful ·soJ,lence of th·e skies. He was no longer on speaking terms with God! 
An9, while still occupying his high position attended by all the pomp and 
splendour which S'Urrounded the throne, .. The Lord . . . wa·s departed from 
SauL" Oh, terrible fate! To be fOTsaken of God! watHe stiH on earth in 
the body, 'honoured and even lauded 'by men,-forsaken of God! While David· 
enjoyed a foreta&te, an earnest of heaven, in the 8Jbid1n'g 'Presence o,f the 
Lord with him, Saul had a foretaste of the (}uter dar:kness because "the Lord 
was departed ,from Wm.:' . 

Shall we not ·heed this s'Olemn warning? How sadly possibJ.e for men to 
occupy official position in the church and tihe denomination; and yet to per· 
mit the .Jove of the world-the lust of the flesh, the lust of the ey,es, and the 
prIde of life, to close the· heart against the Spirit of God. If thus' the hear.t 
is opened to pride and envy and jealousy, a terrible 'harvest of remorse is in 
prospect. 

'Surely t,his can never be true of' a truly ,regenerate soul, but -it .may be of 
one who has profe·&sed to be of the 'company of the Lord',s anointed. Then 
the teacher is powerless before his class, the preacher is but as a sounding 
brass in the pulpit, and chuch and denominational officials appear as only life· 
less machlne·s. And forthwith they ,gnash t'heir teeth at every David with 
whom God in Hi-51 abounding gorace abides. 

May God in His mercy save us from such a fall, and from such forS'aken· 
ness. For 'still, alas! alas, with melancholy appropriaten,ess of some it may 
be said: "T·he beauty of I'srael is slain upon thy high places; how are the 
mighty faUen! Tell i.t not in Gath, pU'blislh it not in -the streets o,f Askelon; 
lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice. ,lest the daughters of the uncir· 
cumcised tr.iu.mph. Ye moun1!ains of Gilboa let there ibe no dew neither let :there 
be rain, upon you, nor flelds of offerings: for there the s'hield of the mighty 
is vilely cast away, the shield of saul, as thougth he had not 'been anointed . 
with oil. From ,the hlood of the s'lain, .fl'om the fat of the mighty, the Ibow of 
Jonathan turned not back, and the sword of Saul returned not empty. ,saul 
and Jo-nathan were lovely and pleasant ·in their lives, and in their d,eath they 
were not divIded: they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than 
lions. Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarl,et, 
with other delightS', who put on .ornaments of gold upon your apparel. How 
are the 'mighty fallen in the mid'Sot of the bittle! 0 Jonathan, thou wast S'lain 
in thine higth ;places. I am d1stressed for thee, my :brot-her Jonathan; very. 
,ple8JSant hast thou ,been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful: passing 
the 'love of women. How are t.he mi,g;bty fallen and t·he wea:pons oQ,f war 
perish.ed! " 
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ebitorial. 
A~TON BAPTIST CHURCH. 

On ,saturday. Augus11 14. 1926 •. the corner stone of the new Alton BaptilS,t 
Church was laid . .A!bout 100 people motored out from Ja·rvis ,street. The stone­
work of t.he new church was laid haM way up the windo'Ws of main auditorium 
and t'he corner stone 'Was .laid at ,the corner of the vesti'bule ~f the ,churdh. 
Photogra;ph6 of the ,crowds attending 'Were taken dur.ing the ceremony, some 
of w,h·i,ch we ,hope to reproduce next week. The 'corner stone was laid by the 
Rev. C. J. 'Cameron, BJA., 'Secretary of Home Missions, who 'g>lI:ve an 8ip-pro.pri­
ate ,address on «,What. 'Baptists Stand For". Mayo,r -Gruetzner, of Hespeler. a 
friend of tlhe church and a generous contrllbutor to <its build'in,g fund. spoke 
'briefi'Y; and !prayer was offered ,by the Rev. W. ,M. RobertJ30n, of 'Livel'opool, 
a,fter which ,an address was given by the IEd,itor of The Gospel Witness. 'The 
collection taken in the I{)pen air meeting amoun'ted :to 8ibout t,wo hund,red arid 
thirty dollars. The G.O'Spel Witness 'has received for the ,Mton chur.ch a little 
over se'ven hundred dollars t'O date. We are sure tha:t thousand,s of ,our readers 
intend sometime to make a contri~bution. Wlhen :the lPictures are seen they will 
be stiH furth.er stimulated to forward their gi,fts. .'But this note is to request 
that contl'i,buti-oolls ,be forwarded at once. ,Several ,gifts .of $25.00, one of $50..00, 
and t.wo Qf $100.00 each 'have 'been received. and the restJ of the $7'00.00 has 
,been made u.p Iby sma:ller amounts. 

P,astor iMcGinlay is hav.ing ,his 'first ex;perience at chur,ch 'building. The 
:building will ,be of stone, and the st.one bs 'costing nothing beyond the cost of 
'hauling it to the ,p1ace. 

It was a 'great 6igh,t, as tllle photographs wiH show, t.o see the vill8lge street 
crowded with interested spect8ltors. while a deep spirItual t'oolle ,characterized 
the services-and all this in a village wllere, a year ago, reHgion was at sUClh 
a low ebb, that no'body seemed to ,care for men's souls. We ask our readers 
to think of tohis young Pastor daring to venture upon tMs great enter;prise at 
-the 'beginning of hi6 ministry. .A!bc'>ut lfive years ago he thad never !been in a 
place of worsh.ip. Invited ,by a !friend, the Lor.d soon laid' hold upon h'im and 
brought him t.;) himsel,f. Thl'ust forth. !liS a laJbourer into the vineyard he finds 
'himself wondeI'lfuHy used of God. But nO'W he ,is having a new ex,per,ience­
res.ponding to 'contractors' demands and lool~ing for mOI!ey to ,pay the !bills: 
Let! us all heltp this young man and help him now. We onl'Y wish ,o,ur readers 
could h.ave felt. the thriU we ,felt to see t,he grea:t company of ,peOiple gather!,!d 
in a village street, to, witness t,he corner stone laying of a new 'Baptist ch11l'ch 
"which 'had ,been ,born in a ,revival 1n our time! 'Send in a thankoffering for 
tlhis demonstration t.hat the gospel is stin the ,power of God with salvation 110 
everyone that !believeth. 

A VISITING GLAS'GOW PREACHER. 
Rev. IR. J. Smithson, B.Th., Pastor of Victoria Place Baptist Church, G-las-

. gow, ,has !been su,J)plying the pulpit of lJIle IPal'kdale Church. for a few Sundays. 
"'!Ve are informed that IMr. Smit.hson would like to settle in Canada. He spenl' 
a short Ume in Canada some yearS ago, receiv,ing the degree of ,B.Th. ,f,rom· 
McMaster Univel'Sity. In a letter tll The Oanadian Baptist some montlis agO, 
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among llhose to whom he said Iile "owed a debt he could never repay", he 
named Professor I. G. Matthews, tlhe man wh!(). -was ·chiefly respon8'i.,ble ,for 
sow-ing the seeds of Modernism in ·this Conven-tion. In the same letter iMr. 
Smithson q,l,lOted Dr. James 1M0trat as having remar.ked on' his return from 
.A!meri'ca t1!-at he "was greatly perplexed :by the situation", say,ing thllit. "!he 
found Fundament1l:lists who had fi,ve iPoint&---4l.ve points that would have shu~ 
the ,):.o(}rd Jesus 'Out of His own church!" Mr. Smithson evidently has no love 
for 'Fundamenta1ists. We have Ibeen ,told that when 'Dr. Harry;Emerson Fosdick 
visited Glasgow, iMr. ,Smithson recommended ,his people to go and ;hear him 
as one of llhe world's greatest preachers. 

We understand Mr'. 'Smithson is a man of considerllible ability, and any 
church in the 'C'onvention that it not oOIP'posed to the teaching of Dr. F'osdick 
might find in Mr. IS'mHihson a ,pastor after its own heart. 

A ,GREAT DAY IN JARVIS STREET~ 
ISunda'Y' last was a day of marvellous 'blessing in 'Jarvis 'Street. !Mr. 

Robertson's m{)rning sermon was on the Ohur'c.h as the Body of 'Christ. It was 
a miglli ty 'Plea ,for the ·recognition of the Headsh,iIP of Chri!rt, showing 4:hat 
only ,by sllch recognition could "llhe ch-urch which Is His Ibody" express the 
mind of Christ. In the evening we ;had a double-header. The Rev. J. W. 
Kemp, now of Auckland, N.Z., alwa'Ys a 'Welcome visitor in Jarvis Street, 
prea.cJJ.ed on the Second Ooming of Ohrist to a congregation tthat <filled the 
house, ad1er which Rev:. W. 1M. Robertson preached to about 2,0-00 out I().f doors 
on llhe church grounds on "':Dhe 'Great Salvation", and this -was again ,followed 
,by another :brief address from Mr. Kemp. It was a flne sight to see the: great" 
mass of :pe{)ple assembled at the open air service~hundreds o·f· men stand,ing 
shoulder to shoulder as close as they cou,ld sta,nd, among them, doulbtless, large 
num,bers who never attend ,a ,pla.ce of worshilP. We are sure many hearts were 
touched, and we 'believe many were saved. 

CONVERSION OF C. H. SPURGEON. 
Who Led the Great Preacher to Christ? 

Editorial Note.-In a sermon published some time ago in ·The Gospel 
Witness, we re,ferred to the conversion of Rev. C. H. Spurgeon. The Rev. 
W. J. Mayers, of Bournemouth, England, writes us under date of August 
6th, saying that our account of the matter was not correct. We have re·ad 
several versio,ns of Spurgeon's conversion and have long wished that the 
various accounts might be critically investigated and the facts in the case 
established. This Mr. Mayers seems to have done, and' we are grateful 
for the account which we publish below, and which was published in The 
Christia.n (London), April 1st, 1926. 

. We venture to suggest that a useful purpose· would be served 'if other 
papers would reprint Mr. Mayer's article. Everything relating to the life 
of the greatest preacher of all time is of perennial interest. 

One of the many charms of Mr. F'earce Carey's biography of his illustrious 
great-grandfath,er, lies· in its dedication. It runs thus: "To the memory of 
John Warr, of Yardley Gobion, PotterS! Pury, the fellow-appr"entice to whose 
importunity Carey owned 'his early quest for God." Though having been ,hidden. 
for long yearr.', Mr.: Carey delights in the discov,ery of this name, and most 
appropriately acknowledges its Importance, and gives it a place of honour In 
his book. 
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No suc'h honour has been given to the man who led to ChrIst, by his 
earnest call to "Look unto Him," t.he pre'acher who in his day repeated the 
clarion note and led many thousands into SlPiritual Uberty and peace. One 
searches in vain all C. H. Spurgeon'·s biographies for the name of his "father 
in Christ,'" and yet on many occaeions he gav·e, with impressive detail, the story 

. of his conversion, and furnished evidence which, - if consistently fonowed up, 
must lead to only one conclueion, that the man so signally ,honoured was Rev. 
Robert Eaglen, Primitive Methodist minister, of Ipswich, who labou·r.ed in the 
circuit of which Colcohester wa·s a branch, from 1849 to 1851. This honoured ser­
vant of Christ never presented to the public his claim to 'being Spurgeon's 
spiritual father, nor did he ·ever boastfully put himself to the front ip. the matter. 
It was le·ft to his son-in-law, Rev. Danzy .sheen (who read and approved this 
article ju5't before his recent home-call) to 'bring to light the facts of the case, 
and to print them some y·ears ago. But many have never seen the printed page, 
and others IJl.'ave forgotten what they read, yet it is not too late to 'bring the 
subject forward again, and to do tardy justice to a humble but ,faithful man, 
long ,s'ince passed to his re·ward, whose labour on that Sunday morning in 
J'anuary, 1850, brought such a blessing to the whole world. 

A Snowy Day. 
On only one occasion was Mr. Eaglen introduced to Mr. Spurgeon, who, 

looking at him, said: "No, I don't think this is! the man;" but when referring to 
the arousing senten'ce whiCh wrought such wonders in his soul, the great 
preacher ·mor.e than once said: "I know not what else 'he said; I did not take 
much notice of it, I wa·s so possessed with that one thought." 

Evidently the words of the Primitive Methodist preacher had impreS'Bed 
'him more than his ·person. On that he remarked, on the occasion just referred 
to: "The man ,1 heard was as pale as death, and as thin as a skeleton," but he 
might have found out how wonder.fully Mr. Eaglen recove~ed from his pale and 
emaciated condition of 1850, and at the time in question (.some eight or n.ine 
year·e after). 'had put on flesh and 'had the glow of health in his face. 'But let us 
look at rome of the items of evidence, and in this we are able to use Mr. Spur­
geon's own r·eferences to the happy event, given in New Park Street Chapel, at 
Exeter Hllill, at a great open-air ,meeting in Hackney, at .the very chapel in 
Colchester in which he was converted, and possibly in many other places. 

(1) M·r. ,S'purgeon m.entions that t'he day was snowy, that the preacher was 
late, that t'he place was the Primitive Methodist Chapel, 'Colchester, the date 
January 6th, 1850, and that the text' was IStaiah 45: 22. All this was clearly In 
Mr. Eag·len·s recollection, hiS! being du.e to preach at Colc'hester at the time 
'n~med, his. being made late by .t'he snowstorm, and .the text he took on the 
o·ccasion.· In fact, the notes of the' very sermon. he pr.eac'hed were preserved. 
Of these Mr. Sp'urgeon rem'ar'ked, .when they were .brought to his notice: "It 
may 'be so, but we do' not' think it." But this must 'be taken with his" other 
remark, already referred to; "I did not -take muc"h notice of it" (i.e.," the 
sermon). " I' . 

(2) The conversion of the lad ot fi·tteen was freely s·poken of at the, very 
time in t,he town and district, and no doubt was cast upon Mr. Eaglen's being the 
preacher. Seve'ral members of the F'rimitive Methodist communion testified 
that they were present at the service, and that Mr. Eaglen was the .pr.eacher, 
and the fact of C. H. Spurgeon so soon leaping into fame led them to recall 
the memorable occasion. Indeed, one of these good men declared that he saw 
Mr. Spurgeon at the service, and a young man who knew both C. H . .spurgeon 
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and M·r. E·aglen said: "There's another feather in Mr. Eaglen'EI cap: young. 
Spurgeon has got converted under his preaching." 

Robert Eaglen. 
(3) One loca'! preacher of the ·time was foreman of the coal yard where Mr. 

John Spurgeon (father of ·C. H. Spurgeon) waS'then manag·er. He a1lterwllird 
became a Congregational minister. He ,g.tated that in answer to Mr. Joh·n 
Spurgeon's question as to who .had preached on t'he occasion of his son~s con­
vel'S on, he made the confiden.t reply that it was Mr. Eaglen. It is true that 
Mr. Spurgeon's father afterward stllited that it was <'a local prea~her from 
Great .Bromley" who occupied the 'Primitive Methodist pulpit on that day, but 
this statement is' entirely r·efuted .by the facts th'at the only local pr·eacher at 
Bromley was a WOml1-n, and ,the place itself was not in the Colchester circuit. 
C. H. Spurgeon did mention the man as a local preacher, but he also stated that 
"the ministel" rose in his pulpit," etc.; and indeed the status of the preacher 
cannot be counted as of any importance. In one accoun·t, Mr. Spurgeon spoke 
of -the preacher aEl "a poor man, a s'hoemaker, a tailor 01' something of that 
sort, who was really stupid, and did not even pronounce his word·s rightly, but 
that did not .matter." Of ,the first part of this statement ,S'purgeon could not 
possibly 'have had any knowledge, and as to the latter part it is certain that the 
preacher pronounced rightly the words which fixed the young man's attention 
.and found their way to his heart. 

(4) I do not know if Mr. S'purgeon's biographers examined this evidence, 
but in IMrs. ·Spurgeon's IDfe of 'her husband, on the .page (1105) which .gives the 
account of the conversion, there is a footnote mating ,that three persons' bad 
claimed to 'be the pr.eacher. No names are given, nor any evidential ground for 
the claims made. Mr. Robert Eaglen's name stands alone, and no attempt has 
ever been made to refute the llirguments by which that nam.e occupies the place 
of honour. It is passing strange that a inarble tablet should have been erected 
in the Coleh·eeter Primitive Methodist Ohapel to mark the .spot where the great 
preacher's eye of faith fell upon ·the Crucified One, and that the old puI-pit from 
w.hich the potent cry went fo·rth Should 'have been purchased and placed in. the 
orphan'ag.e which Spurgeon founded, but the man whom God so honourell ·has 
been almost ignored. 

_ 'In some aspects the matter is one of small importance; in others it is not so. 
We h'ave the authority of Scripture ·for revering the names of men who }.ed 
others to Christ-And·rew and Simon Peter, Philip and Nathanael, Paul- and 
Timothy, to wit.. Those of us who are Gospel preacherS' r.ejoi-ce when we are 
told of those we 'have influenced for eternity by our efforts. Let no exception 
'be made in the case of ·so notable a convert as C. H. Spurgeon. Let us give 
g-lory to God, and thank Him tltat, by His Spirit, He so signal'Iy and emca'ciouSly 
used His servant, Robert Eaglen. 

·W. J. M. 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION SENIOR LESSON LEAF 
.Vol. 1. T. T. SHIELDS, D.O., Edltol", TOl"onto, Ontal"lo, Canada. No.3 

1-esson 10 THIRD QUARTER Septembel" 5, 1926 

. THE WATER OF LIFE., 
'LESSON TEXT: John, chaptel" 7. 

GOLDEN TEXT .-"In the last day, that gl"eat d'ay of the feast, Jesus stood 
and.cl"ied, saying, If any man thil"st, let him come'unto Me, and dl"ink" (John 
'7: 37). 

I. THE UNKNOWN CHRIST-Vss. 1-9. , 
1. It is some,times assumed that the things of Chl"ist should be so populal'" 

that evel"ybody may undel"stand and appl"eciate them; but ChriS't was unknown 
even to His own brethren. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of 
'God, neither can flesh and 'blood understand the things of the Spirit. Mere 
:fleshly relations'hips count for nothing in religion. 2. His bl"ethl"en bade Him 
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show Himself and His work. It is the mark of weakness to be impatient to 
advertise one's self: a truly great man is- p.ot impatient to be k!lown. So 
Christ awaited His own hou·r. 

II. JESUS GOES UP TO THE TEMPLE • 
. 1. Men will never be unanimous respecting Christ (vS'. 1~). The. teaching 

of Jesus showed Him to be more than man. The Jews marveled saying, "How 
knoweth this Man letters, having never learned"? 3. Christ teaches that belief 
is the functio'n of the will rather than of the intellect (vs-s. 1S, 17). Only the 
Spirit of God can change the will. Men believe what they want to believe. 4. 
His enemies are indignant when He reveals to them their design 'to kin Him, 
and repudiate, the idea. In a certain univerS'lty senate of which the writer is a 
member, he made his protest against certain modernistic ten·dencies in the 
institution; and when criticized for his protest he sajd that if any other memo 
ber of the senate offered a suggeS'tion it would be listened to. Whereupon the 
senate ,became unanImously indignant that i(13 honor and 1m\llll;rtiaUty should 
have been impugn-ed. It is the same principle which operates always where the 
WDrd of God ·is at stake: when Christ told the Jews whll;t they knew was a fact, 
that they were S'eeking. to kill Him, ·they answered, "Thou ·hast a' devil: who 
go-eth about to kHI Thee?" 5. The implaca.bility of the human· mind is here iIIus· ',.\ 
trated (v.S's. 21·23). When the heart is full of hatred and the will is set in 

. opposition, it is uS'eless to inform, the mind: nothing that even Christ Himself 
could say changed the attitude of His enemies who were determined to kill 
Him. The charge w'hich they denied-that they sought to kill Him-is now 
confirmed 'by popula·r report (vss. 25, 2S). 6. The Invulnerability of truth and 
righteousness, however, as incarnated in Christ here appears (vs. 30): Christ 
chose His own time and place to die, and until- HiS' hour was come no man could 
touch Him. 

III. THE PHARISEES AND CHIEF PRIESTS TRY TO TAKE HIM-Vss. 32-45. 
1. Jesus offered no resistance but His word. His word, whether in. His lips 

or our·s\ is the Swo·rd of the Spirit, and the most effective, indee·d the only effec· 
tive w.eapon in battling for the truth. 2. Christ pred.ictec:t the descent of the 
Spirit (vs·s. 37·39). He came not only to be a bleS'Sing to men, but to make m'en 
channels' of 'blessing to others. This promis·e ·found its fulfilment on the day of 
PentecoS't; and may now be fulfilJed in the experi.ence of Elvery believer. 3. 
Varying views of Christ (vss. 40·42). Some said He waS' a prophet; others, the 
Christ; other quoted Scripture to prove that He was neither; wh.ereas the· very 
Scripture they quoted found its fulfilment in Him. Thus it appears that it is 
possible to know the letter of ,Scripture, even to search the Scripture, and not 
find Christ. 4. There was a d'ivision among the people because of Him (vs.43). 
This i·e a verS'e we do well to ponder in 'this day when men seek to compel, i·f 
not union, unanimity; and succeed only in effecting divisions. The truth is, 
Christ is the g·reat Divider, and He wlll divide, at last, the people of all nations 
as a shepherd divideth the sheep from the goats. The Christian Church is a 
divisive force: it separate's-or should .&eparate-!believers from unbeJi.evers. 

IV. THE DISAPPOINTED PHARISEES. 
1. The very officers who were sent to arrest Christ, when they returned! 

empty·handed and were asked by their master.s why they had not brought Him, 
replied: "Never man spake like this Man." We should expect a record like this 
of Him Who is cal'led "the Word", and Who, in the 'beginning, was God. 2. The 
Pharisees mockingly enquired, "Have any of the, rulers or of the Pharisees be· 
lieved on Him"? They m'ght have said, "What is the consensus of schol'arship? 
What is the' attitude of th.e educated mind? What do the people Df place and 
station say about ·Christ"? In a former lesson we observed His Word, "I receive 
not testimony from men". The Incarnate Word, tihe Son of God, who is God the 
Son, ie independent of the consensus of scholarship, and of the attitude of the 
wise and the noble and the mighty. 3. Poor middle·of·the-road Nicodemus-and 
his record is again charged against him, "He that came to Jesus by nig\b.t"­
meekly asked a question; but, being rebuked, 'he lapses again into silence. Yet 
he, of" all men, waSl then competent to answer the question, "Have any of the 
rulers or of the Pharisees beUeved on Him"? What would 'have happened i,1 
Nicodemus had boldly answered, "Yes, I believe'" 


