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X “ﬁr&g beside this, givl;xg all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to vintue .
nowledge; .
dl‘_‘Amd to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience

godliness;: .

“And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

“For if these things be in you, ard abound, they make you that ye
neither be barren nor unfruitful in ‘the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“‘But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and bath
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.”—II Peter 1:5-9. .

OW many of you who are in the gallery this morning are members
of the church, put up your hands. That is fine,—stand up a minute
and let us see you. . . : Co

I asked you to stand because I want specially to speak to young
Christians this morning, to try to show you that it Is our
privilege to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Conversion is a new birth: at

“ conversion we are born again, we become children of God. Those of
us who are here this morning who have put our trust in Christ, have been
admitted to the household of faith; we are God’s children. But just as in any

family there will be children of various ages,—some of them very young, and
some of them more mature; some of them knowing very little, some of them

going to high school and college, yet all members of thé same family—so the
youngest Christian here this morning, the youngest believer, is just as truly

a child of God as the oldest grey-haired saint. But you have not had, those
of you who are younger, the experience of those who are older; and 1 shall

tty to show you this morning in a very ‘simplée way how,’ b_e;ng Christians, we

ought to go to school to Christ, and be learning from Him every day. We
should, nnder the direction of the Holy Spirit, be devgloping Christian charac-
ters, putting off the old man and putting on the new, and growing more and
more like Christ every day. There are many people who believe, who come
to a knowledge of the truth in Christ, who are really converted, but who do
not go to school; they do not grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” I am ambitious, as your 'Pgstor, and I am sure your
older brothers and sisters in Christ are also ambitious, that all' you young
Christians, those who are young in years and those who are young in Christian
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experience, should become 1ntelllgent Chrls-txans, Jknowing the Word.of God

"i‘nstructed Ohrlstiaus, {berng 1nstructed in the .things of ‘God ; and that tha.t

‘ﬁich ‘we iearn froht the Word should “be. translated m'to. conduct and char-
t

nifold graqe By “manifold, I mean. that it'is. “many fold" there i a
e’al wra.pped p jn fanth Angd nfauth is to e developed: .we are ‘to. dls-
hat when God” gave us,. by His Spirlt the gift of faith, enablmg us to
'Him, He gave us in that cardmal and comprehenswe grace,. all other
. whigh will grow out of our faith. . Here .we are tQld to. supply, or fur-
in otr. faith certam things —“Add to your faith virtue.” - Now, that, word
ue" had, in the’ day this translation wag made; rather a broader . meaning
the restrrcte-d mea,mng whlch we attaeh to.it to- day It .means force,.it
s‘. strength “Add to your faith” —strength. The .bellevmg man, ought
. ‘a strong man, a boy r.a, girl who really, believes- in .Christ. ought ito, be
r'developlng spiritual gtrength. The believer, the true.believer; is not a weak-
N g, ‘he is made strong by, the fact ‘that he. trusts in the Lord Jesus Christ
true faith in Christ ininisters even to our intellectual strength, It is a mis-
_take to. suppose that all the thinking is done by people who do not believe.
Behevlng God, and. being sure of God, having a firm foundation for the feet of
our tait’h we can survey the heavens, we can dig into the earth, we can unroll
“the"seroll of history,.we are afraid of nothing because we know God. Faith
ought to make us strong.
.You had an example of that in your lesson this morning. The three
Hebrew children believed. in God with all their .hearts; and because they be-
.x heved in God they believed in Christ, they believed in the Messiah Who was
to come But they believed in God; and because they believed in God they
dld not belleve in Nebuchadnezzar’s image, and they stood like a rock when
other ‘people went down before the storm. They added to their faith virtue,
they supplied. in their faith, or God furnished to them through their faith, a
,svpmtual strength that enabled. them to stand in the evil day. .
4= .And so we too.are admonished,.and you young Christians are admonished,
to add to your faith, ‘that, talth which appropriates the saving grace of God in
Christ and receives the forgiveness of sin. That faith ought to make you
morally and spiritually strong, not like a reed shaken by the wind;- but being
_ planted in Christ yon 'should grow like a ceda.r in Lebanon a strong man, or
* @ strong woman in' ‘Christ. * ' -
' And we are to add ‘toi our -vu-'tue knowledge. There -ls a sense in which
faith is based u.po,n,ku-ow_ledge: _ “How shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard?! . How is it possible for me to believe in anyone of whom I
know nothing? A, stranger comes .to me and askl me to trust him: I do net
know where he came from, I, do not Jknow ,what his record is, T do not Xnow
anything about him; and because I have no ‘know‘ledge of him I cannot trust
‘him, ‘So that taith really i ‘based upon a certain knowledge. We hear of
Christ, and we trust ‘Him;" There i3'a ‘case in the ninth chapter of John which
will illustrate this’ prlnciple Somebody referred to it in the prayer-meeting
last nght. The blind man- who ‘miet a Stranger, and the Stranger made clay,
-and anointed his ‘eyés, and. sald- to him, “Go, wash in the pool,ef Siloam.” He
: ;washed .-and came seeing.. And from what he knew of -that Stranger he: be-
i ;Heved.in Him; and when the enemies of the Prophet began-to criticize.him,
. .and-to, enquire what he knew of Jesus of Nazareth, he told them all he.knew:
#tA-man that. is called Jesus .made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said. unto
-yme;. Go- to the :pool.of Siloam, and wash. I did ag He told me:. I-washed, and I
;'received sight.” ' And they :said to him, “Give God the praise: we ‘know that
}: this: man is a sinner.” And the'blind man said,-in effect, “Well, T do not -know
»v much: about Him. - Whether:He: be a sinner -or.no; one thing I know, whereas
+ I was blind, now - I see Tha.t is. the llmlt of my knowledge He open.=d mine
eyes, 2 - "
RS | w1ll .s‘how you in a mlnute how that man added to. hls falth vmtue, and
ito virtue knowledge:.! He. bellevedwsomethlng -of Christ; -hz. had; to.believe-be-
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cause He bad opened his eyes. And what he believed of Christ, based upon
his limited knowlzdge of Christ- made him strong, so that when the people
said to his parents, “Is this your son, who ye say was born blind?” and his
father and mother, afraid of the authorities, said, “We know that this is our
son, and that he was born blind: but by what means he now seeth, we know
not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he iz of age, ask him: he
shall speak for himself”—this young believer, for such he was, when they
asked him, “What do you know about Jesus?’ added to his faith virtue and
ptrength: he stood up bzafore them and said, “I will tell you what I know about
Him; I do not know much, but I will tell you all I know: He made clay and:
opened mine eyes. I do not know anything about the matters you are discus-
sing,—where He came from, Who He is, what He is, I do not know anything
- about that, I only know He op:ned my -eyes.” And when they said He was a

ginner, he said, *“That is a wonderful thing to me”, and he went on to say,
“Why herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is and
yet he hath opened mine ey2s. . ... Since the world began wag it not heard
that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. I never heard of
such a miracle, and I have been enquiring about that all my lifz long, to know
whether a man who was born blind could receive his sight, and I never heard
of such a case; I am the first case.” And that was all he knew about Jesus.
But you se3, he added to his faith virtue. How he stood up for Christ! And
I say to you boys and girls, if you do not know very much about Christ, you
know that He saved you, don't you? Well then, if He saved you, stand up
for Him wherever you are—in school, in the playground, wherevéer you are.
“Add to your faith virtue”, be strong for Christ.

Now et ms show you how he added to, his virtue knowledge. *“Jesus
heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto
him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? He answered and said, Who is he,
Lord, that I might believe on him. And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both
geen him, and it is hs that talketh with thee. And he said, Lord, I believe.
And he worshipped him.” He had a little faith, based on a little knowledge,
and out of that faith came a great strength which enabled him to stand
against the enemies of Christ, and standing up for Him he was cast out of
the synagogue. And Jesus found him in the temple, and imparted to him
greater knowledge. Then he learned more psrfectly that Jesus was the Son
of God; and he fell on his face and worshipped Him.

“We have but faith: we cannot know;
For knowledge is of things we ses;
And yet we trust it comes from thee,
- . A beam in darkness: let it grow.

“Let knowledge grow from more to more, '
-But more of reverance in us dwell;
That mind and soul, according well, '_,
May make one music as before. .

“But :vaster. We are fools and slight;
We mock thee when we d¢'not fear:
But help thy foolish ones to bear;

Halp thy vain worlds to bear thy light.”

Knowledge ought to be growing from more to more: we know a little to-
day, we ought to know a little more to-morrow. ‘We read, you remember, that
Peter prayed that grace and peac: might be multiplied through the knowledge
of God, and ‘of Christ Jesus our Lord; and the more we know of Christ, the
deeper-our peace will be, and the fuller measure ‘of gracz we shall experience.

“Add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge
temeperance.” Now, temperance means self-restraint, self-control. “Add to
your knowledge”—find. in your fuller knowledge of Christ this new element
of power that will enable you to exercise self-control. I have seen some boys
driving motor cars who ought never to be allowed to drive a car. Do you know
why? . Because they did not know the power they had in their hands; they digl

" not know that when they were daghing.along at thirty or forty miles an-hour:
where the trafic was more or less congested, that they were goi_ng through-
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. space with a weight of a ton or so at that speed, and that they had under
. their command a power that was sufficient to destroy human life. They did
‘not keep it under control; they had not sufficient knowledge; if they had

known what it was, they would have gone more slowly. And as we come to

" kmow God better, and know ourselves better, and know the dangers of life

more--perfectly, we shall realize the necessity for exercising self-control, self-
restraint. One of the most important thihgs for a motorist is to have his

.. brakes in order. I remember when I began to drive a car I had not been out

an hour before I said to the man who was with me, “I am not half so anxious

.--to -know how. to start this thing as I am to know how to stop it: that is the
.-main business. I want to know how to stop it; I can take my time starting it,

but the problem is to know how to instantly stop. It is sometimes difficult
to get people cranked up and to get them moving, some people have no self-
starters, and it is hard to get them to work at all; but it is often 'still
more difficult for most people to put the brakes on and know how and when
to stop, to have all their powers of mind and body under control. In other
words, we are, by our growing knowledge of Christ, to develop the power of
will: 1 do not mean by sheer will-power of our own; but I mean that the Holy
Spirit will enfranchise our wills; He will put our brakes in order, so that w=
may be able to exercise proper restraint over our tongues, and over our hands,
and our feet, and our minds, forbidding them to think of the things they ought
not to think of; and over our eyes, forbidding them to look where they ought
not to look; and over our ears, forbidding.them to hear what they ought not
to hear—and over all, bringing all under control by the power of God’s Spirit.

“Add to your knowledge temperance”—self-control or self-restraint; and
to self-restraint, patience. It iw characteristic of youth that it is impatient.
We cannot wait, can wé? I have a very vivid recollection of the leisurely
way, as I thought, in which my father fulfilled his promises. He never broke
one; but he used to say to me very often, “Just wait until next week.” Next
week!—why, that was a hundred years away to me; even to-morrow was a
long time. I had not learned to measure time, T wa.nte'd everything now. I
had no patience at all; but I learned in a few years that it does us good to
wait. And do you know how you get patience? *“We glory in tribulation also:
knowing that tribulation worketh patience.” Now, that iy a paradox; that is
a thing you never would expect. You see a very patient man, or a very patient
woman, and you will be inclined to say, “Why, there is a man who never had
any irritations; or, there is a woman who never was tried in all her life, she
has had no anxiety.” If you say that, it is because you do not know very
much; you will find that behind that patience there is a long record of trouble,
and the man had to learn to be patient in the midst of his trials. “*Tribulation
worketh patience.”

Have you ever seen anyome on a sick-bed, just waiting for the passing of
the day? and when nightfall comes and other peop_le go to sleep, that one with

. the painracked body is still awake. He hears the clock strike every hour of

the night, and when morning comes the eyes have scarcely been closed. And
yet how patient the sufferer is! Many of you have been praying for Dr. Gil-
lon’s son. I saw him the other day: Brother Hutchinson and I went into his
bedroom. He had his deskithere, and a radio, and telephone—there he was
in. bed, just as cheerful as 'a June morning. He smiled and saild, “So glad to
see you.” You would think he had not a pain in the world as we talked with

him. Dr. Ragland was there, Mr. Hutchinson, Mr. Roberts, and 1. We were-

all in' the same room; and: he seemed to be perfectly happy. Then we went
to dinner, and when we were. about to drive back to Lexington, Dr. Gillon said
to Mrs. Gillon, “Do you think you can come with us?”’ She was silent for a
moment, and the tears came to her eyes, and a few of them escaped as she
said, “No; Harvey is suffering to-day. I dare not leave him.” And I went
w:ith a new discernment into that room, and I saw that young man smiling—
and I can see him now—biting his lips lest he should let the pain that was
racking his’ body express itself. ‘“Tribulation worketh patience.” 1t is the
people. who are tried and troubled who are patient. I have observed that the

woman' with half a dozem children is likely to be far more patient than the -

woman with only one. Do you not -wish you had more tribulation? - “Tribu.la—
tion” worketh patlence",—add to” your selt-control patlence

— —
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“And to, patxence godliness"—-reverence piety, godliness; begm to’ show
a little bit of resemblance to Christ. Add to your faith virtue, ‘knowledge,
temperance, patience, godliness. We must accept the divine order You can-
not have godliness first. Gold cannot be refined without fire, nor resurrectlon
without death.

“Add to godliness, brotherly kindness.” We ought to learn to be brotherly.
Let me put these things together, you will always find them together in the"
Scriptures. “Godliness” iy the perpendicular relationship, relationship - to

God; - “brotherly kindness” is the horizontal relationship, relationship to our -~

fellowmen—*“The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord: .
our God is one Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this
is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this,” Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself. There-is none other commandment. graater
than these.” The man who loves God supremely.will begin to show brotherly
kindness; for the second commandment grows out of the first.

If some people were here this morning they would say, “That is a strange-
thing for that preacher to talk about.” I get many letters that remind me. of
that Scripture which describes Saul of Tarsus as “breathing out threatenings
and slaughter.” I received a letter the other day full of vituperation. and
abuse from beginning to end, and recommending to me that I try to show
the spirit of Christ! Let me pause here to say this: when you as young Chris-
tians are admonished to show brotherly kindness, that is, to play a brother’s
.part to those who need a brother’s help, it does not mean that you are to be
tolerant of evil, does it? If you see a boy stealing something, does that mean -
that you are to love him so much that you will not rebuke him? If you were.
to see some boy taking a glass like this, and you knew there was poison in it,
and you saw that boy just going to drink that glass of. poison, what would you-
do? If you could not stop him any other way, I should expect you to go and
knock the glass out of his hand, smashing it to pieces. But then he might-
say, “That was not a very brotherly thing to do, you were very impolite to .
do that”! But you would reply, “If you knew ‘what was in that glass you
would think I was brotherly.” We are to show brotherly kindness—and that
is why I want to be brotherly; I should like to be a big brother, or an older
brother, to all the students at McMaster; and I should like to smash to pieces.
that glass of poison that they are being offered just now, that i why I fight
as I do: it is not because I do not love people, but because I do. Add to all
these other virtues, brotherly kindness, a real love for men; and when you
have a real love for men in your heart you will hate everything that would .
hurt them, and will do everything you possibly: can to save a brother from .
being injured.

Add to all this, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness that all- .
enveloping grace, that all-embracing grace, charity, or love. Love everybody; -
never let a day pass, or an hour pass, that you cannot pray, “Forgive me my
trespasses as T forgive them that trespass against me.” Let us have love.in -
our hearts for everyone: and just because we love him, let us rebuke the
sinner, and -do everything in our power to save him.from his sins.

There is a growing character: faith the foundartion the cardinal virtue,
and growing out of that, strength; and added to that a larger knowledge and.
out of that fuller knowledge, self-control; and because of that s-elf-control
patience; and being patient, at last we begm to assume some likeness to God,
godliness; and being a little bit like Him,-and living in contact with Him, . -
brotherly kindness—life itself becomes an opportunity to love people and to :
iove God, or rather, to love God and tIhen our neighbour. . o

I ‘.

Just a word or two about WHAT HAPPENS IF WE Mrss THrs: "“He that lack- - -
oth these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he. .
' was purged from hig old sins.” Some people lack them: some people have no -
virtue, no.strength; they do not grow in knowledge, they do not control-them- .
selves, they have - no patience, they have no true brotherliness either and the -
man or woman who is lacking these things is blind.. -
." But let me take the.other first:. - “If these things be in you—-the posltiv'e" '
first—*if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall



neltherx be barren nor unfruitfui in’ t:he knowledge of, our Lord Jesus Chnst ”
T ask you, *Are’ there ‘not multitudes ‘of people who have a knowled,ge of ‘Christ,
“who ‘Have faith in Him, but who. are 1dle"—£hey are. not doing . anythmg tor

-Him, they are unfruitful, they are- not bringing any souls to Christ. You can -

fing* hundreds ot people, thousands ot people in this city who never have Jed a
"soul to Christ. ’
During the war a certam mimster came to me—a man I supposo of about
jﬂtty years of -age,- he must have been twenty-five years in the ministry—he
said*to me “A wonderful thing happened to me last week one of the soldiers
‘caine’ to me and asked me'how to be saved. Inever had anyone ask me that ques-
tion in'my life before.” I was as kind and diplomatic as I could be with him, but.1
‘did feel like askmg him, What in the world have you been doing as a minister,
‘spending all these years, and yet never to have moved anyone to ask you what
.to do to be saved! I could find dozens of people in this.congregation who' are
not ministers to whom people are coming all the timé saying, “What. shall I
‘#o to be Baved?’ Why? Because some of these thmgs are in them, and they
make t‘hem that they dre neither,idle nor unfruitful. If you are a growing
'Chmstia,n, ‘Pedple will want to find out the secret of your growth; if the grace
ot God is being manifested in ‘your 1ife, they will want to find out’ who your
Sawour is; and they will come to you, and it will “make you that ye shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
. ‘But take the opposits: ‘“He that lacketh these things is blind”—withou:
spmtual sight. I want you to notice this very carefully-——“he that lacketh
these things is blind.” Did you ever see a blind Christian, spiritually blind,
who canmnot see very much, having no spiritual perception? Do you know
‘why some people did not instantly detect the poison that was in FProfessor
Marshall’s first address—do you know why? Because they were blind, that
is all. If they had known their Bibles, if they had known something of the
teaching of God’s Word they would instantly have detected the false note,
the betrayal of the great fundamentals of the faith. It was because they were
-blind they.did not see it. Why? Because we have been robbed of a teaching
ministry; because people have not been drilled, because they have not been
"given line upon line, precept upon precept, and thus thoroughly taught in the
things of God. We have had pretty essays instead of an expository ministry;
many ministers have not opened to their people the great treasures of the
Word of God. We have sent out a generation of ministers who have been
playing at the business of preaching; and we have developed a great-host of
people unable to distinguish between the true and the false. Why? Because
they are blind, that is why, “and cannot see afar off.”

Talk to a man without spiritual perception, one who does not live for the
future, about the precious truth of the coming of the Lord;.quote him a verse
like this “Behold he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and
.'they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because
of him”, and he does not know what Vou are talking about. But you cannot
quote that scnpture to a growing Christian without thrilling h's soul through
and through. ‘“My Lord coming!”—and ‘he almost stops and trains his' eyes
upon the clouds, as he says, “Even so, come Lord Jesus. I want Thee to'come.”
But the blind Christian does not see Christ coming, he cannot see afar off at
‘all, he has no vision of the future glory. Talk to him about the judgment-
'sveat of Christ, and of the great rewards that are to be apportioned to those

who ‘have been falthful at the coming of the Lord ,and he says, “I am not in-
.. terested in that; I believe the programme of the church ought to be a pro-
‘gramme of social service.” “Well”, I say, “why are you so enamoured of social
.servicé, my “brother?” “I can.see that, ‘you know, I can see that. I can see
a man getting a new coat, I can see a man getting a square meal; but when
you, talkk about a judgment-seat of Christ, about standing before Him and being
, rewarded, that is very far away.” Yes, it is so far away he cannot see it at
‘all; .and the reason he ‘cannot see it is because he is not growing up in Christ;
He is blind; he cannot see afar off; and he misplaces the emphasis: of the
‘gos'pel misinterprets it, because he has lost his perspective view of the King
.in His glory, and the land “which is very far off Not only so, but he has Tost
his prospectwe view, and his retrospectwe v:ew as well he has forgotten that
"he was purged from his 014 sins”.’ .
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'c.annot 8ee back_to the begmning
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I remember that verse came to .me as a revelation one day.,. .Thmking of
certain meéh I knew, I"said to’ myself “I have always believed, they . were Ghris-

-tlans but when I talk to them about the blood of .Chirist, for. some: reason I do

not get any response; whern ‘T talk tio bhem ;about the joy ot sins .torgiven, albout

‘the happy day when Jesus washed my sins away, they do. not know what I.am
‘talking about,” Yet, I suppose, they did‘have a Teal experience once: What s

the explanation? They have stopped growing; they cannot look into the future,
and they have forgotten the past.” The bloom of” that early experience ot the

.love of ‘God has left them; they have nj’ joy in the Lord, in, the knowledge ot
“His 'salvation; and they ‘are justlike" blind ; Ihen.”’ You' have seen 8, blind m.an '
.going along thh a ‘stick, ‘just teellng h1s way How many of.the. Lord’s owu

chlldren are like that liv1ng a narrow circumscribed lite, living for the thmgs
they ‘can handle, dnd touch and taste'—they .cannot see atar off_ and they

“If these thmgs be in you,* and abound" yo  will never losn the v1ew ot
the efoss of Christ, you will never forgét how ‘mich yoi.owe Hinn for washing
away all your sing; and the view of thé tuture will ever. be, present with',yon
a8 tliough it wers now in' the present “and the. thlngs of .this. present time—-
let ‘me quote it 'to’ you, “But though ouf outward man’ perish yet the .mwa,rd
man is renewed day by day. For our light aﬂiictlon, which 1§ but for a moment
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, whi‘le we. look
not at the things which are seen, but at thé things which are not seen: for the
things which are seen”—these things the blind man touches round .about us—
“‘are temporal; but the things which are ot seen are eternal ’—and it is tpr
that we live if we are in Christ.

‘May God help us to grow up into me may grace and peace be multlphed to
you through the knowledge of God in tchnst Jesus our Lord, e s

~ BAPTIST BIBLE UNION' SENIOR LESSON LEAF

Vol. 1. T. T. SHIELDS, D.D;, Edlt'or,_Toronto, Ontario, Canada. -~ No.

Lesson 10 " THIRD QUARTER . September 5, 1926

THE BREAD OF LIFE. .. ‘-"
LESSON TEXT John, chapter 6. . ot L

To be studied in ‘harmony with the lesson text: Matt 14 13-33 PR

Mark 6:30-52;
. Luke .9:10-17. v
GOLDEN TEXT. —*All that the Father gweth Me shall come to’ Me, and lmn that oometb to

Me I will in no wise cast out.”—John 6:3;
l. THE’ MIRACLE OF THE' LOAVES

. 1..The resourcefulness. of Christ is here suggested. . He always knew what
He, would do (vs. 6)... He is equal ‘to every. p0551|ble emergency 'in life. He, ‘may

.ask us many questions, “He may providentially ledd us into’ dimcult srtuaJtrpns.
._.but this Shepherd-always knows a path by whxch ‘He .can lead His sheep out
.into a large place. . “Incidentally this. suggests ‘a superhuman knowledge,

.knowledge that is beyond that which is natural. ) He had a’ view of the’ re-

sources of Deity which were hidden from impotent’'men; ‘S0 that He wasg never
at a loss to meet the exigencies of. the ‘hour. 2. Two views ‘of the problem of
feeding the multitude are here presented in answer to Christ's queshon Pluljp
presents the mathematical view, the. purely natural view. Philip would, count

. the,. multitude, .and ‘estimate.the capacity of their appetites and the cost ‘of

supplying them with bread. . Philip is a type. .'Many of the disciples of Christ
never get beyond. the mat'hemamoal view of life. They know nething ‘beyond

.that which.can be handled or.counted or. measured or weighed; they are great

at arithmetic; they usually find.a place upon the church’ finance’ coinmittee,

"and.act as a brake upon the Gospel chariot, not to stop it, but to ,prevent ity
ever,getting started. . Hot-boxes ,and endless irritations’ 1n chiireh 1ifé result
,_,trom Accountant - Phlllps industrrous and, painstaking investigations 3 An-
drew had another view of the problem. Instinctively he felt that Christ could
:make use of.little: .he looked about to find. _the little, and so found a lad with

five loavey and two fishés. Tt may be he was 2 man Of, llttle taith to‘r he said
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“What are they among so many”? but he did at least offer a useful suggestion.
And that is all God wants for a miracle at any time. The dedication of the
little- we have, the putting of our all into His hands. A lad with five loaves
and-two fishes surrendered to Christ is incalculably more useful to a church
than a man with five million dollars in the ‘bank, and a Philip as his associate
on the finance committee. 4. How the little became sufficient and left a surplus
is told in vss. 10-14. The miracle cannot be explained: no one can tell how
theé boy's basket of bread in the hands of Jesus grew to the proportions of
wagonfuls. No miracle can be explained: if it could it would not be a miracle.
A miracle may be that which is wrought for our experience and enjoyment in
a realm beyond .our understanding. .

il. CHRIST'S POWER OVER THE ELEMENTS—Vss. 16-21.

. . He showed Himself superior to wind and wave, even as He had proved in
the miracle of the loaves that the natural powers which multiply the seed.
sown were subject to His authority. Incidentally this Secripture is opposed to
the popular evolutionary theory that God is imprisoned in the cosmic order,
and is- therefore impotent to answer prayer. Here Christ as a revelation of
God shows Himself even in His physical body to be superior to the natural
order and sovereign over it.

IIl. THE EFFECT OF THE MIRACLE OF THE LOAVES UPON THE
PEOPLE—Vss. 15, 22-26, .
“Jesus perceived that they would come and take Him by force, to make

Him a king.” The multitudes crossed the sea to follow Him. Thus the religion.

which ministers to the body and to all material and temporal interests will be

popular with natural men. And a religion which grows out of a natural con-
ception of life will always emphasize the material and the temporal: hence
the popularity of what is called “social service.” When ministers of Christ lose
their contact with Him, and fail .in spiritual power, it is common for them to
turn from the pulpit and seek some official position in some kind of social
organization. They are great at boy scouts, and girl guides, and athletics, and
banquets, and every other thing that is pleasing to the carnal palate. Judas
criticizes the lavish expenditure of ointment devoted wholly to Christ, but
offers no objection to the program of Martha in providing a dinner in which

he is to share. .

1V. CHRIST'S REFUSAL TO SUBORDINATE THE MATERIAL TO THE
SPIRITUAL. :

1. He laid the emphasis upon eternity rather than time: “Labour not for
the meat which perisheth”, (vs. 27). This is a much needed lesson to-day. We
should bid men lay up treasures in Heaven rather than upon earth, and pre-
pare for the larger life beyond, and for this life only as a preparation for the
other. 2. The people asked a sign of Christ as a condition of faith (vss. 28-31).
When they had inquired what they should do that they might work the works
of God, Jesus answered, “This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him
whom He hath sent.” It was then they asked a sign in order that they might
belleve. Thus they showed themselves to be still on the natural plane, or at
Jeast to be in that carnal state which belongs to bhabes. 3. Christ insisted that
the manna of the wilderness was typical of spiritual bread; and that that
manna came from Heaven as the gift of God, a type and promise of His own
coming as the true Bread of Life. Thus He ever kept His own work and Ferson
to the fore, knowing that what men needed was Christ Himself. 4. He recog-
nized His message to be spiritual, and to require a spiritual understanding

(vss. 37-46). 'This is always true of spiritual preaching and teaching: ‘the Word.

of God can be understood only as men are taught of God. 5. In that confidence
and dependence He proclaimed His spiritual message and mission without alter-
ation or compromise: though He saw His congregations diminishing and knew
that many would reject His message, He refused to change it, and said, “All
that. the Father giveth Me shall come to Me.” A spiritual Gospel will empty a
Sunday School class or empty a church unless the teaching and the preaching
of 1t is accompanied by spiritual power. 6. Many of His disciples forsoo,k Him
(vss. 60-66). . “It is emough for the disciple that he be as his master”. We
canpot hold everybody, but we_must not change our message if some forsake
us. 7. They only remained with Him who desired eternal life (vss. 67-71).
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WASHINGTON REACTION S.

‘On several occasions since the publication of our report of the Northern
Baptist Convention The Canadian Baptist exmhcxrbly or implicitly has suggested
that out view of the Brougher Resolution was extreme. In several recent issues
we have published reports of action taken by several Baptist bodies such as
The Chicago Association, The Oregon RState Convention, The Southern Call-
fornia Convention, showing that the Brougher Resolution only aggravated a.
situation it was designed to settle. We publish elsewhere in this issue a report -
of a debate between Dr. J. Marvin Dean, Pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Pagadena, California, and Dr. J. Whitcomb Brougher, President of the Northern
Baptist Convention. Dr.- Dean is veny influential among Northern Baptist
Fundamentalists and was the founder of the Northern Baptist Theological
Seminary, at Chicago, Til. From Dr. Dean’s discussion of the question, and in
view "of the action of the several Baptist bodies before refered to, it would
appear that the discussion of Washington is likely to ‘be resumed with still
greater vigour at Chicago next year. There are many more than seven thou-
sand or seventy thousand in the Northern Baptist Convention who have mnot
bowed, and will not bow, the knee to the Baal of Mammonised Modernism ag
represented by the Rockefeller-Fosdick combination. We print below a letterr
received from Dr. Dean:

Dr. T. T. Shields,
Toronto, (Canada.
My Dear Dr. Shields:

A friend handed me a copy of The Gospel Wztness containing a report
of the Northern Baptist 'Convention. I was greatly interested in the write-
up and wish to thank you for it. Dr. Brougher made a pathetic mistake—

© a mistake that, in essence was a complete surrender to the Park Avenue
Church. 1 was unable to attend the Convention but had wired Curtis Lee.
. Laws that I.was opposed to the Brougher Resolution. ]

I wish to thank you for your own keen analysis of the situation, and.’
say to you that in the main T most heartily agree with you. How dare we -
set agide a command of the Lord Jesus Christ in a Baptist assembly, or
condone the settmg aside of that commarnd by any of our constituency?. . .

Yours with s'mcere- apprecmtlon,
- JOHN M. DBAN.,

THE CANADIAN BAPTIST HITS McMASTER.

The following paragraph appeared in an article on Evangelism in The B
Canadian Baptist of July 22, 1926: - "
“Fightings among Christian brethren are a disgrace. We ha.ve

always believed that and the Convention situation only increases -our

- conviction, That men’ of wonderful intellectual and spiritual capacity’
should devote their days to ppersistent and vindictive tirades against their
brethren is almost unthinkable; it should not be necessary to spend our

" Christian strength in self-defence.” - )

We are glad to find something in The O’anadian Baptist to which we mn
breathe a fervent “amen”. With the above paragraph we are in hearty agree- -
ment. - The description of those who “devote their days to persistent.and vin-
dictive tirades against their brethren” identifies them at once; for mo one
would suppose that in this Convention “men of wonderful.intellectual and
spifitual capacity” could be found outside of McMaster or its suppoa'ters Mod-
esty ‘forbids our interpreting the paragraph from our contemporary in any other
way. ‘We are truly sorry that these intellectual giants of McMaster should de- .
vote their strength in the Convention of Ontario and.Quebec to an endeavour .
to impose tpon the members and ‘churches of ‘the lOonvention a brand of theology., .

which is obnoxious to all true Baptists. ‘We hope these brebhren will heed The'
C'anadum Baptist’ gentle admonition, ° .
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“A'LIVELY MEETING AT MARKHAM.

0n T-uesday evening, Awgmst 10t4h we had a.very interesting meetmg th'h
the, Second Markham. - Church,: .0f which Student W.S. Whitcombe, B.A.,1s the:

Pastor. ‘The Editor of this paper :was- announced 'as the speclal speaker, and: -

the subject :“The -McMaster Controversy”. . There were good delegations from.
nearby churches, and these, with the: members. of the Second Markham Church,
nearly filled the building. Rev. W. W. Fleischer, of Stouftville, took: the chair.:
Pastor, W. $S. -Whitcombe was the; first. spewker, and spoke of his personal
knowledge of Professor L. H. Marshall’s views. He-had been speaking only.a
few ‘minutes- when .a. man rose in the congregation and inquired if he might.be -
permitted.-to .ask a- few. questions. - This' man was .an Arts graduate of:
McMaster, and we believe is a teacher in Toronto.: When permission to ask a

question was given by the.chair, this gentleman began by saying that before -

going: to Toronto he had been a member of the.Second Markham [Church, and .

that he was .deeply grieved-that Mr. Whitcombe -should have :disgraced the:
Pulpit of this church by inviting “a man of. the character of T. T. Shields” to .

speak in' it.. We .did- not kmow . who- he was, or whence he came, but by this.
introductory word.immediately identified him as a product of McMaster. One
thing some McMaster men have learned to perfection, that is how to substi-
tute vituperative abuse for the discussion of an issue. This particular repre-

sentative of McMaster was in very bad humour, and found it impossible to -

control his temper. One might have supposed that he had been trained in
Billingsgate rather than in a “Christian” University. Mr. ‘Whitcombe crush-
ingly answered his interrogator by saying that Professor Marshall's attitude
toward the Scriptures inevitably impugned the authority of Christ.

‘Following Mr. ‘Whitcombe the Chajrman spoke briefly, and was followed
by the Bditor of this paper. In the course of our address we dealt with the
Driver view of the '0ld Testament, and turned to this oracular McMasterite to
ask him if he were familiar with Canon Driver’s books; to which he replied
that he had read them. We asked him then if he had ever read Dr, Driver's
book on Old Testament Introduction, to which he replied, “I think so”. We
pressed the question upon him saying, “Is that all you can say; are you not
sure; do you only think s0?” He was honest enough not to insist that he had
read it, but to insist only that he thought he had read it. A farmer deacon at
the back -of the church who evidently knows as much theology as many pro-
fessors, rose and said, ‘“Any 'man who has carefully studied Driver’s Old Testa-
ment Introduction would be sure to remember it. The man who only thinks
he has read it has evidently not read it at all.” 'When shall we be delivered
from these upstarts' who, because they have a degree from McMaster, imagine
they know all that may be known? Somewhere we have read that Professor
Marshall said that the present controversy was a battle between ignorance and
education. On this point we are glad to find ourselves in perfect agreement
with Professor Marshall. Such appalling ignorance of biblical, not to.say
theological, matters on the part of supposedly educated men ag is evidenced
fin.6ur ‘Convention, mostly among McMaster men, is amazing. The McMaster
dquestioner at-Markham was true to type. He seemed to be utterly unconscious
of spiritual verities.® It is not an unkind judgment to say that his exm‘essmns
were of the carnal mind, and of a very ignorant carnal mind at that.

The writer endeavoured to show by his address that Dean Farmer was too
well informed in biblical matters not to know that the Driver attitude toward
the Bible represented an attitude that ‘was poles removed from the attitude of'
Canadian Baptists; and that when he recommended Professor Marshall for
anpomt'mént to a chair in McMaster he -deliberately threw down the gauntlet
to the c¢onsciénce of the Convention, knowing that he -was introducing to the
Convention a man who held theological views that were diametrically opposed,
£0r the most part, to the position taken fby the Ontario and Quebec Convention.

. As we were concluding our address the McMaster. interrupter, to ‘whom we
have retfe'rred again rose to express his d'issent from what. we had. sald, at the
same timé declaring his. ‘great’ gratiﬂcation that the people of .Seoond Markhani
had been given an opportunity to hear Dr. Shields for themselves; for now they
wou.ld know .that ‘he was “a wrecker”, and nothing but a wreoker, and he
declaréd that ‘he was pérféétly sure that our address had 'made converts for
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his position, and that the whole audience ~were;satisfied; with Professor Mar-
shall’s statement ‘of ‘belief, which' we had redd, snd upon which we had com:
mented:  'We: thereupon asked those who"had been-converted:to- thxs ‘gentleman’s
belief by ‘oiir.-address to rise; to.which there was ho-response:  We asked’ all
those .who : were'.satisfied with Professor -Marshall’s: statement:to indicate it}
but no one responded, except the gentleman:who 'was so sure we-had conviertedi."
thé ‘whole' audience. to hiis view.: ‘We: theréupon" asked those' who' rvere 'in+
disagreement with .the. views expressed by this gentleman in his defence:ofn
* McMaster to stand,-and so far as we could-'see the entire:.congregation -re-'
sponded,: with-theiexception of this‘gentleman-and his brothers. Afterithis:a:i
resolution of thanks -was moved by Deacon Séneca Baker.:{Mr. Baker said:that !
he:-did not 'like controversy, and had endeavoured as:far as. possible to:'be:
neutral,’but ‘that these matters under ‘discussion were matters of great momént,:
He said that it was much .more important than apy mere ‘discussion :of person-i:
alities,’and“while he disagreed with Professor Marshall, he had nothing against :
him“as-a ‘man; and.-only.the kindliest feelings for-him: He said, however, thai.:
the speaker oaf the:evening lad- been maligned. all-through:that countryside;:
and he wasg .glad that the people had had an opportunity- to'hear-him 'for:them-.
selves. The resolution . was seconded hiy: Deacon. Hisey, : who made:a :short::
speech in somewhat the same vein. When the Chairman put -the resolution to::
the meeting the vote was taken by standing, and again'the gentleman, who'i
was sure that the whole meeting was on his side, found himself and his brother:
alone in their opposition. Wherewpon he himself rose- and said that while he
did not agree with what the speaker had nsald he had no objection: bo a vote
of thanks. 1.
Altoigether we believe the Markham meeting was a most proﬁtafble one‘
Before the meeting closed we announced: that' we intended to hold many such
meetings throughout the Province, and some in the Province.of Quebec, and;,
we invited our McMaster questioner on every 'possible occasion to attend the:,
meeting and behave himself in exactly the same wa.y as he had done on ﬂhis
occasion, as it would greatly aid our cause. - . e

“LET US HAVE PEACE.”

(The following article is taken j"rom THE PRESBYTERIAN, published m Ph'lw-
delphia, of July 1, 1926. This article is good for Baptwts as well as Presbyter-
ians.) i

There has been a very persistent cry among professedly Ch.nstmn men
sdaying, ‘“‘Stop this conflict in religion and let us have peace.” This call for pea.ce.
is not confined to the sphere of religion; it is a spirit' which pervades all rela-
tions in modern dife. There is a tendency to forget that struggle is.a pervading:
element of the earthly ereatlon, and it cannot 'be avoided, a.nd the wttempt -to
avoid it is perilous. . :

A farmer youth -said to -his father: ‘*'l‘he Japanese a.ud potato -beetles
are .very activé, and I think we should d6 something to overcome them.” :.The:
father replied: “Oh! mnever mind them; we will fertilize more and cultiva.te;-
more, and. thus overcome them.” . Butr when the end of the season came and.
the time for fruit had arrived, the Japanese beetle  had-destroyed all foliage,
and the fruit had perished. The potato beetle had destroyed the vines, and the
hills contained.only small sprouts, and in consequence the family faced the
winter with scant supply, if not the peri} of starvation.

A wife says to her husband: “Dear. I. rthunk there is a small gas leak
somewhere; I think I smell it.” He replied:. “You are always scenting trouble.
never mind. If there was anything .of that. kind I think I would detect. 1t
Besides, I'm tired and I want to be quiet and rest.” They go tio rest and..slgep: -
In the night the force increased the leak. Visit.-the ‘house in the morning : and,
the father, mother and children are dead.

Theére, is a struggle in civi] life. Certam parties are attackmg the Constn-
tution and 'the law of enforcement eomcermng prohubdtion ‘Some loyal cmzemi
propose remstance " The meace-lovers say,. “Never mind let them aloue they’
cannot change ‘the Constltutmn ‘That must sta.nd i While the loyal peoplg
age ’nhus lulled to leep” and macthty whleh 1s called pea,ce, t'he enemxeS_of’
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prohibition are active, intensely active, The composition and character of ithe
State Legislature and Congress is changed, and with this the Constitution is
changed, and the statutes are reversed, and the country is flooded with intem-
perance, with all the curse that follows. )

‘The same gpirit of peace at any cost has entered the Church. Rat'lonallsm
has attacked the divine Revelation and its precious salvation for body and soul
for time and eternity, for eternal life and glory. The Bible enjoins us to fight
a good fight of faith, and “take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may
be able to withstand in the evil day; and having done all, to stand.”

. Within the Church to-day there are these forces which are antagonistic by,
thelr very nature, and they cannot intermingle rwithout conflict, as they are
matually destructive. Absolute separation is the only safeguard. These forces
are: (1) Rationalism, which makes the individual reason and experience the.
rule of life, so that each man is to believe and do as he pleases. He is a law ~
unto himself, 'This means anarchy and breakdown in all morals and truths.,
(2) Romanism, which ties all life up to the Pope and the hierarchy, and the dire -

. result of this is the loss of liberty and the prevalence of indulgence is written
large in the records of histery. (3) Evangelicism which recognizes no other
authority in faith and practice but the Wiord of 'God, .Man’s life in time and
his hope for eternity is revealed only by the infallible, inerrant Wiord of God.
These three can never attempt union save at great expense, hurt and break-
down. So long as they remain organically separate and civilly distinct and
free, external quietness may /be maintained. But the present attempt to mingle
rationalism and evangelicism in the same organization means a struggle and
separation, or degeneration and death. The report of the Special Commission
of Fifteen absolutely ignored the intrusion of rationalism save to favor those

. 'who sought to foster it in the Evangelical ‘Church. One of the great and hitter .

disappointments connected with this report was the signatures of some men:
who have hitherto been regarded as faithful to God’s Word, but now must be
ranked with those who blind testimony with a false peace which ignores the

separation between faith and unbelief. R

In the natural world, struggle is seen everywhere. Nothing can be secured
without it. In the civic sphere we have not a single blessing to-day which was
not obtained through great struggle. In the realm of faith, struggle and
defence against error and sin has ever been enjoined in the Word of God, and
peace is possible only by fellowship with God in truth and righteousness. When

Jesus confronted the devils, they asked Him why He came fo torment

them before the time, Nevertheless, he commanded them to come out wof the
men and enter no more into them. This conflict between God and sin, and

Satan, between death and life, between error and truth, and wrong, is a part of

the present diapensatvion, and whatever attempts to substitute this antaxgonism
by a false peace is degenerating and deadly. As vigilance is the price of
liberty, so, too, honest, earnest struggle is the price of prosperity in right and
truth. A false peace is deadly to everything. It is folly 'to cry peace, peace,-
when there is no peace. '
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BROUGHER AND DEAN DEBATE

At 10.30 o’clock on Tuesday, July 13th, Burdette Hall, in the Temple Baptlst.
Church of Los Angeles, was filled with an audience gathered to listen to &
debate between Dr. James Whitcomb Brougher and Dr. John Marvin Dean, on
the. lmeﬂts of the so-called Brougher Resolution adopted at the Washington Con-
vention,: The .debate was held under the auspices of the Baptist IMinisters” Con-
ference of Los Angeles and vicinity. The president of the Conference, Dr. H. J.-
Voé«bhrgth"*presxded with great fairness and graciousness. He declared that he
|fel't the ﬁrougher Resolution was of such importance that it -should be thor-

ly diselussed. ’

.L|A41th|ough no longer a member of the Los Angeles Baptist Ministers’ lOon,fer-
ence; Dr.;Brougher was invited to be present to explain hig position.

\.the:ddba.te opened with a half hour address by Dr. John Marvin Dean at-
tackiing the Brougher Resolution. Dr. Dean’s address will be ;prmted verbatim
in the WatchmawEwaminer

LY h)r Brougher then followed with a half hour address in which he explained
hlskposmon in regard to the resolution.

yene -meeting was then thrown open for discussion, which was however
limited to members of the Los Angeles Ministers’ 'Con'ference, although. there
weré several hundred invited guests present. . Among those who took part in
the dispute were Drs. W. F. ‘Harper, J. B. Fox, Ira Beckwith, J. A. Francis a.nd

B. {F. Fellman,

The'debate closed by a fiveminute rebuttal by Dr. Brougher, followed by a.n
address of'equal length by Dr. Dean, who closed the discussion and then moved
the| fodlowm.g resolution which was carried- without a dissenting voice:

“Resolved That we, the Baptist Ministers’ Conference of Los Angeles, in
Buydette Hall, July 13, 1926, do most heartily approve of the policy of the
Southern Ca.hforma. Baptist Convention and the IL.os Angeles Baptist City
Missioq .Soefety in organizing regular Baptist churches only—churches composed
solely- of baptized (immersed) believers; and, that we further endorse the
present policy of .the Association of Southern California of receiving only . such
churche.s 1nto our Baptist fellowship.” ’

"The address of Dr. Brougher was extemporaneous and therefore cannot be

- printed verbatim in this paper, but Dr. Brougher expressed his intention of

sendmg m 'h'ls statement explaining his msxtion in regard. to the so-called
Brougher IResolutwn

Dr. 'Dean's Speech in the Dean-Brougher Debate on the So-called “Brougher
Resolutuon," Held in Burdette Hall, Los Angeles, July 13th, 1926.

Brethre,n, we a,re here to-day to discuss the so-called Brougher Resolution,
passed at ‘the la.st session of the Northern Baptist Convention. It is ‘hardly Just
to Dr. Brougher to call it the Brougher. Resolution. It is a compromise résolu-
tion, recommended by a group of some seventy gentlemen. Had Dr. Brougher
felt free to write the resolution and in it express his own personal position, he
would have wnltten one perfectly acceptable to me. Qur definition of a New
Testament church is identical. We both believe that baptism is a pre-requisite
to church membership. But Dr. Brougher felt it necessary to adviocate the
compromise resolution which he calls “the resolution of co-operation.” There-
fore, for eonvemence, in- this discussion we call it the Brougher Resolution,

Before éntering the discussion I remind you that this is a discussion between
two rpersonal friends and it does not touch the question of motive. I am de-
hghlted.l to. sée Dr. Brougher back in Burdette Hall and regret that |he ever left
Los .Angeles .

‘May-I.take’ occasnofn too, before this 1mportan-t body of mrlmsters and lay-
men; to mention’ the remarkable book entitled “The Leaven of the Sadduces,”
by Ernest Gordon? JAll thoughtful Baptist leaders should read, ponder. and
cinculate this book: It is not the Free Baptists who. are making necsesary
compromise resolutions in the Northern Baptist Convention, Itis Unitarianism,
that Umtarianism which is the lineal descendant of the 1,282 Unitarians who,
ninety: years ago, took advantage of the low requirements for voting member-
ship .in New England Congregationalism, drove out nearly -4,000 evangelical
Oongreg'atlonahsrts and pre-empted their church property; that Unitarianism

P TS it
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‘which Ernest Gordon; a New: Ili!nglander ot New Englanders, dxscusses Wwith
suoh deadly effect in his terrible expose:-
¢ ~'The Brougher: !Resorlut)ion at t-he Waslmngton, Convention was passed in tlie
following ‘formi:: i ':
© “The Northern: Ba.prtlst -C‘onventlon recogmzes its constituency as consisbmg

solely of those Baptist churches in which the immersion of believers is récog-
nized. and practiced as the only iScriptural baptism; and.the Convention liéréby
decalres that only immersed ‘members wﬂl be recogmzed a8 delegates to the
00nvent10n nooo e

21 have no hme to- dlscuss the hustory of thas resolution;- I w1s:h I had. The
questlon before s, however, is not :its: history, but the resolution itself. Is it
good. or.bad? “Weak ‘or strong? “Uniting. or divisive? . Wise.or-unwise? iScrip-
tural. or ‘unscriptural?.  Should the sober- “second thought", vof Baaptjsts reverse
or radically modify - this, resolution?:: i

« 1. am- en'mphatieally apposed to the Brougher :Resolution ;tor tthe following
reasons :

ol 'Dhe Brougher Resoﬂlutnon recewes linto f-ull mefmrbersh.@ in the Northern
Ba!ptist Convention: churches ‘which ‘make ‘baptism vomrtxona.l rather than obliga-
tory: ~ So long as these churches récognize immersion -as the only -Secriptural
baptismi, they may remit ‘baptism entirely to those Who may obiject to it. Under
this resolution you “¢an be a full voting member of a Baptist churcli without
being baptised at-all. Dr. Brougher, in a courteous letter to me, says: “I think
it will be a long time before the Northern Baptist IConvention will say to thé
500 Baptist churches who now have ‘associate members’ that they -cannot co-
operate with' the Northern Baptist Convention if they continue to have siuch
mempbers, even if they are recognized as Baptist churches by the local Baptist
Association.” But'that is exactly the position that the Southern (California
Baptist Convention does take. Dr. Haiper valiantly says in a letter to me:

“The "Soiitthern California ‘Baptist 'Convention has strenuously ‘opposed at
all times the practice of Associate Membership.” -

" But the Brougher Resolution does not even touch the quéstion of ass«ocmte
fnembership. It has absolutely nothing to'do with it. For'a Baptist church to
have associdte members is pathetic business. I am opposed to it. But theé

Brougher Resolution endorses -not merely associate membership without bap-

tism but full membership in Baptist churches without baptism. Men are to be

permitted to evade an ordihance of Jesus 'Christ and yet to have a full vote and"

voicée in the affairs of churches in the Northern Baptist 'Convention constituency.

2. The. Brougher Resolutionr interferes unduly with the local church and
-with Baptist Asdsoéiabions. It ‘coolly goes into the Baptist Associations and
says, “You may recognize as a full Baptist church in good standing a church
which makes baptismal optional, biit. the Northern Baptist Convention will not
accept your decidion ‘without the proviso that only immersed members of that
Fully récognized church-shall vbe sent"as delegates to the Convention.”

"~ The Bréugher Resolution’ -goes dnto the local church and_ after so defining
a ‘constituent, local chirch that it may' make baptism oprtlonal it then dares to
classify the membershl.p of the local ‘chiurch ‘and démand that out of one class
only, the immersed menbers, ‘delégates shall be selected fo- the iNiorthern Bap-
tist Convention: - What “has the independency of the 'loca.l lBa.ptist chiairch come
to when it submits. to this kind of interference? If'a man is a inember of a
‘Baptist church in full standing in'a local church, and that charch! is recognized
as @ real Baptist :church by the Northern Baptist ‘Convention, that man las a
right; immersed.-.or unimmersed, to be sent as a delegate to the Nortliern Bap-
tist Convention. ‘Thé Biougher Resolution admits the church into faellowship
with the Convention and then holds it up and makés a selection from ts mem-
l)ers, Such a resulotion could not stand a moment in Jaw, for’ observe:

. 1. The by-laws say that “any Ba;ptn.st ‘church may send delegateé »
2. The Brougher Resolution” deﬁnes a Baptist church as one that m:ay ha.ve
full- members “without" baptism.

+» 3 Tt -then aatbem.pfts -to, hold up delegates fmm ohurches that’ 11; has already
thus:recognized. - :

‘There is only one questxon that the Northern Baptist Conventlon has the
right to ask of dts delegated body, arid that is thls el
.. “Are. ~you - 'duly- acc-redxlted delegates’ of & Baptist church m the Umted




e T P P

A’ﬂFPSt 12, 1926 THE" GOSPELY WLT N:ESS " (255) 15

S‘fates which ! has contiibuted -during the -past: year to amy -one of. the causes
epdorsed by the Northern Baptist Convention?™ rqwrv - -
. ‘The only way to keep a delegate out-of the Northern Ba«pbi‘s Conventlon is
by rthe way in which you define a Baptist church. It is not the business.of the
Northern Baptist Convention to. select or help: select delegates T,ha.t is the

- business of ‘the’local church-alone. - «=: «

4, The Brougher-Resolution was unduly- 1nﬂuenced by the maJonty opimon
of the Law Committee of the Northern ‘Baptist. Convention, . There is no time
to discuss that report fully. I wish there were. That opinion holds. in.sub-
‘stance that the ‘Northern.Baptist Convention cannot define its.own -constituendcy.
I personally cannot respect such an opinion. It would,.I think, be hard to.find
a first class legal mind that would hold-anything cther.than 'this, that if the
Nonthern Baptist . Convention s0 defined its :constituency -as :to. exclude..any
dhurehes from participation which had already :been partwipatmg in- the.Con-
vention, those churches would have the right to-recover any .financial: damage
or loss that they had sustained, but would not have the legal right to demand
that the by-laws wof the Convention be set.aside on their behalf. That is, the
courts will sustain the Northern', Baptlst Conventmon in deﬂning its own consti-
tuency, for it is a purely ecclesiastical-matter, and w1ll not reverse or set aside
its by-laws under any cxrcumstances, but will grant, 'to an aggrieved minority
full prolperty justice. The majority of the Law Committee fafled to bring out
this fact and they also make the pabhetlc mistake of exalting the original
“Declaration” of the Northern Baptist Convention adopted in 1907, as equiva-
lent to a constitution. They emphasize the phrase in that Declaration which
gpeaks of the “purely advisory nature of all denominational organizations.”
Who' for a moment believes that the American Baptist Home Mission Society
gr the American Baptist Foreign Mission ‘Society or the ‘Board of Education of
the Northern Baptist ‘Convention are “purely advisory”? They have executive
powers and they vigorously use them, and the mould of the churches, particu-
larly their ecclesiology, both at home and abroad, has been largely determined
by the influence of these organizations. Any plam Baptist minister knows what
the simple Declaration of the Northern Baptist ‘Convention was intended to say
and to do. It takes a profound lawyer to get- all tangled up in it until he calls it
a-fixed ‘constitution and one that forbids a Baptist Convention to define its own
eomstltuency'

* Dr. Brougher in a letter to me says, “To 1ha.ve passed the Seattle a,mend-
ment over the head of the committee (by this he means the majority opinion
of ﬂhe Law Committee, there being one wise and significant dissenting voice)
would have involved us in legal action that would have .interrupted and inter-
!l'ened with our denominational progress for several years to come.”

I amth not so much afraid of a legal action as Dr. Brougher, Baptists have
not been afraid of the state in older days; they have had many a.legal battle.
‘Why should we be afraid of having a question legally determined by impartial
courts? No one knows now whether 'the majority opinion was sound or un-

,sound legally. ‘My own conviction is that .the courts .would have. upheld Mr.

Barker in his minority report Legal opinion is all right. We should seek it.
But it can never be taken by a real Baptist when it. leads.-against a New Testa-
Jnent position. Tt is legal folly to assert that the Northern Baptist Convention
cannot define or debtermine its own constituency. And it is Baptist folly to
assert that it cannot define that constituency in accordance with the Word .of
God and the will of Christ! I regret that the chairman of the Law Committee
of the Northern Baptist Convention, who k was .largely responsible for the
majority report of the Law Committee was made. chairman of the special- com-
mittee of seven at the Chicago Oonference called by Dr.. Brougher. He-had
confused the Convention once—lwhy give him another. opportunity? .Of this
specxa.l committee of seven whioh drew up the Bmug'her Resolution in Chicago
in its essential form, with of course assxs'tance .from, Dr. Brougher, only :three
of the seven members were known as conservatnve” Baptists, according to Dr.
Vu‘gin, who was one of the minority of oonservatxve Baptists .on the. commiittee.
Baptists should read the statement issued: ‘by Dr. Virgln and prmted in the
Religious Herald.

-~ To sum up this legal a.spect of the question, I agam say mha't the eourts will
decide that the Northern Bamtist Conventmn can _define. its.own - constituency.
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This is a right that every local church, Baptist Association and Staté Conven-

tion now exerts. But whether the courts give us our rights or not, bétter ‘one’

Omniscient Christ than six fallible lawyers! His slightest wish weighs' hiore
with us than all the legal casuistry under the dome of the ‘Congressional Lib-
rary! Let ms boldly write in to the by-laws of the Northern Baptist Convention
the ecclesiology of the New Testament church, and say to Baptist. wea;khngs and
near-Baptists and compromising Baptist leaders, what Peter said on the «day of
Pentecost, “Repent and be ‘baptized, every one of you!” 1 can imagine:a man
coming up to Peter and saying, “But, Peter, all of our delegates are a.lready
baptized!” 5
5. The Brougher Resolution loses what the Northern Baptist Con entlon
had already gained by the “gentlemen’s agreement” with the ¥'ree Baptists-l ‘Dr,
Goodchild says, “I was a persistent advocate of the union of the Baptists and
Free Baptists. I went up and down the land speaking for it. I represerited thé
Hiome Mission 'Society in some of the conferences that brought the Iunion aboht
I was familiar with the whole history and I know of no agreement mad%
would have been violated by the amendment (the iSeattle amendmen't)

recollection is in agreement with, Dr, Frederick L. Anderson’s, that lthoug\h %he '

unba:ptxzed member in the Free Baptist churches were not disturbed, the ha;bit
of receiving them was to be discontinued. It was a gentlemen’s a,greemen't
The repeated action of the General Conference of the Free Baptists msdstmg
upon immersion is in agreement with this.”

Niow, brethren, let us remember that there never was any legal a.greement
between the Northern Baptist Convention and the Free Baptists. Mr: A,
Barker states in his minority report of the Law Committee of the- Norbhern
Baptist Convention, “I find no agreement of any kind between the Northéern
Baptist Convention and the Free Baptists. Any arrangement made with ‘that
denomination was not made with the Convention.” He also says, “I- am in-
formed that, as a matter of fact, the churches of that denomination do, w1th
few exceptions, require immersion as & pre-requisite to membership.” He “fur-
ther says, “Free Baptist churches, which send delegates to the 'Convention, (_:dme
into it since its organization, are bound by its charter and have no greater:or
more vested rights of membership than any regular Baptist church.” o

You thus see that we have a right to define a Baptist church as one’ requir-
ing baptism of all its members. But, someone will ask what about the: disfel-
lowshipping of Free Baptist churc'hea which contain unbaptized members .aﬂd
which hitherto have been sending delegates to the Northern Baptist Cf nven-
tion? The answer is this: These churches ought to be ashamed of a lybrid
membership and all the influence of the Northern ‘Baptist Convention ought 'to
be used to straighten them out. It might not be necessary to |go into past his-
tory and require that all these evaders of baptism should submit to the ordin-
ance of the Saviour whom they have disobeyed. It is entirely possible to so
define the constituency of the Northern Baptist Convention that it shall be
composed only of churches which do now receive by baptism only into full
membership. TUnder the gentlemen’s agreement, we were straightening out the
small number of freewill churches that had become careless about the ordi-
nance, .but under the Brougher Resolution we throw this advantage away. The
resolution will encourage weak and unstable pastors to underemphasize the
duty and beauty of baptism, and will increase the number of compromised or
hybrid churches. [ understand that many young ministers of the so-called “lib-
eral wing” of the Baptist denomination are already claiming that the resolu-
tion grants liberty for open membership. These young “liberals” are abso-
lutely right. The resolution as it stands frankly recojgnizes open membership,
although I wish we had a different term. than “open membership.” “Hybrid
nmiembership” would be a ‘better term. In this type of church, baptism is no
longer an ordinance—it is a mere suggestion or invitation. And what would a
mere suggestion or invitation of Christ weigh in the mind of a young “liberal”
minister who has received, by the German route, the intimation that the Great
Commission- with its emphasis upon baptism of ald disciples in the name of the
Father, and of .the-Son and of the Holy Ghost, is nothing more than a late inter-

polation corrupting the original text of the gospel of Matthew? Ah, brethren, -
it is not a- question of fbauptism, but a- question of Trinitaria,nlsm versus Unitari- °

anism,
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"~ Sothe Northern Baptist Conyention has entered into the business of violat-
" ing its own gentlemen’s agreement. The Free Baptist churches which had

become careless were to receive no more unbaptized ‘members, and the North-
ern Baptist 'Convention churches on their part were of course not to receive.
unbaptized members, I am not worrying about the Free Baptist churches as
much as I am troubled about the Umtamamzmg and rationalizing of some of
our “regular” Baptist churches.

In No. 223 of the Official Tracts of the .American Unitarian Association,
Rev. W. S. Morgan describes his passage to Unitarianism. “A liberal brother
from a neighbouring town came to see me. He had said some radical things
from his pulpit to which objections had been made ‘Don’t label your heresy,’
was my advice; ‘give them heresy in such a fashion that the very sainis will not
suspect i’ Bad ethics, you say! I say,; very bad! But this is the only way in
whick hundreds of orthodox pulmts can be held.” Mr. McMorgan was formerly a
Baptist minister.

Dishonest Unitarianism would rejoice to find that the entrance to Baptist
churches was jpossible without a jglorious declaration of taxth in the Triune God

" through the ordinance of baptism.

My final word about the Free Baptists is bhds——thhen we took over the
former Free Baptist mission field in India, the BengaliOrissa fleld, what did we
find down there? We found that the missionary churches in Indla would not -
permit an unbaptized man to unite with the church. Let us stand by the prac-
tice of these Indian churches.

A great deal has been made of the careless practice of one wing of the
English Baptists. Hitherto we have set them a good example. We are about
to borrow one of their weaknesses. Let us hear more about the other wing of
the English Baptists, whose churches have refused to compromige. Let us hear
about the practice .of thé Irish [Baptists, the 'Scotch Baptists and the Welsh
Baptists who sturdily followed the New Testament in its requirement of bap-
tism as a prerequisite to church membership. And let us not forget that the
Brougher Resolution makes more difficult a full understanding and co-operation
with the mighty host of the Southern Baptist Convention who look on us with
amazement and hurt surprise as we open the constxtuenay of the Northern
Baptist Convention to hybrid churches.

6. The Brougher Resolution constitutes a vu-tual surrender to the Park
Avenue (Church of New York City. That church boldly and repeatedly declares
that its' membership shall be open to unbaptized people. ‘Whatever Dr. Fosdick
has rather oratorically said, I do not find that the Park Avenue Church intends
to give the least recognition to any form of baptism ‘but immersion. The only
baptism they will practice will be immersion, but they will only immerse those
who desire to be immersed. They will receive into full voting membership
unbaptized people. Dr. Woelfkin says, “We will take baptism from the door
of the church and place it at the altar of the church.” [ fear that Dr. Woelfkin
is confused. He does not seem to know where ‘the altar-is. ‘The altar of the
Catholic Church is ingide the church. The altar of the Baptist Church is out in -
front of the door. In order to get into a New Testament church you must pass -
by the altar. When a convert applies for membership in a Baptist church the
great question we ask him is this, “Have you been at the altar? Have you
accepted IChrist? .Are you willing to follow IChrist? Is your all upon the altar?”
By all means let us place baptism at the altar, and if we do, no unbaptized per-
son’ will enter the doorsof the Baptist churches. )

In-a recent. correspondence with Dr. Woelfkin, T ventured to write him as
follows:

“My dear Dr. Woelfkin: .

“Many thanks for your courteous letter. -I want you to know that I am -
heartily in favor of the general expansion jprogram of your church so far as I~
understand it. It is time our Baptist churches on Manhattan Island equip
themselves to meet the gituation, and T am glad your church is. setting an -
example of providing adequate facilities. I do believe, with all my heart, how- °
ever, that you and your 'people for whom I have a real regard, are ma.'king a
great. mistake in taking the position of the General Baptists of England. That
position has weakened, in my judgment, our Baptist cause in. England and’
Europe |[generally, and has caused unnecessary dissension. I cannot think, for
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the life of me, of any reason why we should surrender our initiatory rite or
change its form, except as a concession to ignorance, and would it not be much
better to enlighten people in regard to the ordinance rather than avoid that
privilege and duty by taking the easy course of compromising with: the weak
general opinions of the uninformed?

* “If you and I had deliberately sat down together to make up a rite that
would have, when properly administered, the beauty and the meaning that
would make entrance into the Baptist church an impressive and holy hour,
could we have invented anything better than the New Testament ordma.nce as
practiced by the apostles, and as interpreted by Paul?

. “It seems to me that what New York City needs is not less ‘Baptist convie-
tion, ‘but a return to a more intense type of Baptist conviction and a vast
amount of *pubhclty of the right sort in regard to real Baptist teachings and
positions. It is not too late for you to reverse yourself, and I am convinced that
you have the courage to do that if conscience leads you. I beg of you then, as
one disciple of (Christ of another, to review this matter in your own mind and
heart. Are not the convictions of a million INorthern Baptists of more import-
ance to you and yyour people than the careless opinions of outside folk?

‘It doesn’t seem to me you are leading in a movement of true liberalism.
‘What does New York know about Baptists? Little or nothing! ‘Why not lead
.a truly liberal movement by a vigorous proclaiming of regeneration and the
simple ordinances of Christ and the separation of church and state, and the
supreme authority of the Scriptures in matters of faith, and other tremendous
and dynamic truths that we have always done our best service under, as against
the materialism and Romanism and worldliness and rationalism of New York
City?”

‘Brethren, the First. Baptist Church of Pasadena has recently declared as
follows:

“We do not believe that the local Baptist church has the right to set aside
any ordinance or command of Christ, the Holy Scriptures being the fixed con-
stitution of Baptist churches.” We know that Mr. Rockefeller does not believe
in baptism as obligatony upon all church members. He believes that at the
- door of the church- we should only ask one question, “Do you desire to love
and serve God and humanity?’ His ideal church is to be without creed or

ritual. Dr. Fosdick’s position is well known. He has laid aside baptism as an -

ordinance of Christ, the duty of all believers. Dr. Woelfkin has also taken that
position. He holds that baptism is a fine thing, if you wish to do it. The
Brougher Resolution yields to this kind of latitudinarianism. (Can any student
of church history feel safe for a moment with this kind of leadership? Per-
sonally, I have more respect for a pedo-Baptist who clings to a mistaken defini-
tion of baptism than for so-called Baptists who dare to set aside entirely a
sacred ordinance of Jesus IChrist. 'Suchy men should receive no comfort from
the Northern Baptist Convention. They can lead us nowhere save into fogs and
confusion, dissension and debt.

it is not strange that the more we hear of Mr. Rockefeller, the more we
seem to hear of missionary debts? Ten millions offered to the government of
Egypt for a museum at Cairo (a good thing, too), and our godly women laboring
away trying to stimulate in many cases pathetic gifts from the poorest of the
poor. My own ipersonal conviction is that if the Baptists had never heard. of the
Rockefellers we would have been millions of dollars ahead of where we are to-
day. They are good 'people in their way, no doubt, but for us to look in their
direction for prophetic leadership or the financing of the kingdom of God will
constitute a tragedy of tragedies in our missionary work. I well remember
the words of Dr. Henry Mabie, that great secretary of our American Baptist
Missionary Union, in which he solemnly said to me, “After the report of the
Supreme ‘Court of the United States on the Standard 'Oil question, I felt sorry
I had ever approached the Rockefellers for any missionary money whatsoever.”

It will be remembered that it was through Dr. Mabie that the first large
gifts to our missionary work were announced from that particular source. I
am not here raising a question of “tainted money,” but I do remind you of that
weakness in the American public which gives undue emphasis to the opinions
and leadersliip of the man who has money. If men of money are to be men-
tioned as coumsellors and deferred to in the Northern Baptist Convention, let
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us not forget that great soul the best friend that the Southern lCahtornra, Ba.p-
,t1st Stafe 'Conventmn ‘ever had whose loyaliy-to-Christ's.gospel. and .His.ordj-
nances was never questloned ahd ‘who cannot now-rise wp and.speak tor him-
selr ‘Shall we- denzy our great iriend by com;pronusmg w1th the leadership th,at
he so edrnestly distrusted? :
- ,+ 1. The Brougher Resolution marks the loss ot‘a grea.t opportumty If Dr-
Brougher had maintained the attltude he-gssumed. at’ Seattle, or had untroduced
2 resolution essentially the same ‘as the ‘present one-but changed so -as not.to
‘raise the duestien of unbaptized membeéis in Free .Baptist.ehurches, . while
carefully guarding the requirement of baptlsm of all who unite. with .any co-
.operating . Baptist churches, in -accordance:with the. unwritten- gentlemen 8
agreeiment 'with the Free 'Baptrst churches, hig recommendatron would have car-
ried at Washington. 'Later on he could Liave. led us-in a revision.er -addition to
our by-laws which would fix ‘the atter once and for all, as to-our constrtuency
He had accumulated great préstige’ by ‘his noble service dn -behalf of. the mis-
-.slonary budget of ‘the ‘denomination. - The Chicago conference was well, meant
but no statement that couldv bé’ signed by men-of such diverse viewsg, as he ‘in-
vited to the conference coiild ‘possibly - constitute an- acceptable action tor the
great mass of, loyal Baptrsts in our constituenqy: It-is.significant that. over 1000
delegates voted against the Brougheér Resolution, despite:the tact that ‘the -
resolutmn had behind it such strong F‘undamentallsts as Brougher, Boynton and
Massee, the majority of the Law Committee and the great bulk of the denomi-
national men. A change of a little over 500 votes would have deteated .the
Browv.her Resolution

But such matters are not determined by the votes of a single Conventlon—
they are determined tor iBaptists by the declaratrons of the. qud ozt God LA
Baptist who preaches the requirements of that Word to his congregatlon a.nd
does not insist that the Northern Baptist jConvention conform to them is not
a real vBaptist at all. The message of a Baptist is for all manlnind I-Ie boldly
demands of the Catholic and the pedo-Baptist that they contorm their practice
to the New Testament He should as boldly-demand that the- Northern Baptist
Conventlon and a.ll of its servants do Ilikewise

: DR. DEAN'S REBUTTAL. - r

Brethren, in closing this discussion I would suggest:

First: That our churches, our associations and our state conventions take an
action similar to that recently taken by the First Baptist Church of ﬂ?asadena,
the essential teature of which was the ‘demand that all of our Baptist organiza-
tions, inoluding the Norﬂhern Baptlst Convention reassert t}he sacred ordinance
of bamtigm as a pre-reqmsilte of church membenshlp

Second: Let us determme that the ‘Prougher Resolution shall not stand
-upon-the hooks of the Northern -Baptist ’Convention in its present form, dt shouid
‘be repealed or elsg it should be amengded. There is much good- in- ‘it, ag well as
an evil comxpnomise 1t reasserts 1mmersion ‘as thé only .senlptural\ lbaptism,
it refuses to guard the local churches trom unimmersed ipeople,. but it " does
'guard the Northern Baptist 'Convention trom unlmmersed délegates. The reso-

~lution could be amended or added to in’ such a way “that 1t would read as »fol-_
lows: oy
“The Northern tBaptist Convention recognizes its constituency as conrsrst-
injg :solely of those Baptist churches in which members' are received into full
:standipg only after confession of t‘heir faith in (Christ and -their fmmersion-in
water, in accordance with the commlssmn of ‘our Lord, ‘All authority: hath been
given unto me in heaven and on earth Go ye ‘therefore, and: make disciples of
"-all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son:and
of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all bh'lngs whatsoever I commanded
- you; and lo; I am with you al:ways, even unbo the end of the world.’ . -
o leut back behind nthxs matter of resolutions ‘we must reassert the rrght of
-. the Northern Baptist Convention to deﬁne its ‘'own ‘constituency in its own: by-
: laws, An amendment to the ibydaws unsrstrng that all constituent churches of the
Northern Baptist Convention suhall receive no unbaptized members should ‘be
' presented at the next. meeting ‘of 'the Norﬂhern lBalptrlst ‘Gonivention, 'If :the Law
:Committee wishes to make an issue agam of this matter, let us get behind the
: Jdawyer to the. judge and declde ﬁn.ally wheth.er the ENorthern Ba.ptist Gonvention

At
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is an organization entitled to self-respect or a headless and helpless creature
entangled in the red tape of “liberal” theology. ‘We need not worry. The Ameri-
can courts will, of course, declare that we have a right to define our own con-
stituency, giving proper redress to any truly aggrieved minority. We will be
surprised to find either that there is no such minority, or else that it will be
a small and negligible one. But whatever the situation may turn out to be,
let us dare to stand by the only constitution which constitutes the supreme law
of the Baptist Church and of the Baptist missionary and denominational organ-
izations—namely, the New Testament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
which confronts every disciple who desires to unite himself with the people of
God with the glorious and meaningful ordinance of baptism, in which he may
set forth his faith in the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us dare to boldly follow the least intimation of the 'Son of God.

THE WASHINGTON RESOLUTION.

It is very interesting indeed to see different interpretations put upon the
‘Washington Convention. The evident intent is to defend this resolution at any
cost, The action has proved thoroughly mnpopular over all the Northern Con-

. vention. Churches and associations, and even state conventions, have repudiated
it and will continue to do so. The Southern Baptists had no sympathy what-
ever with the action and were amazed that such an action could be taken, This
fact has been so evident to our leaders that they are now trying to make it
eppear different from what it was.

For instance, the Baptist said, ‘Before that action there was a question
whether a church could admit for baptism some other order than the immer-
sion of believers, and still be represented in the convention. Now there is no
question—no such church can be represented.” “Now, as always heretofore, a
Baptist Church may receive unimmersed persons and still be recognized as a
Baptist church. But now no church may accredit anything as baptism except
the immersion of believers and still be recognized by the convention.”

This is certainly twisting words, compelling them to serve an end:.no mat-
ter whether they were ever g0 intended or not. In one breath, it insiets that
‘“no church could admit for baptism any other order than immersion of believers,
and still be represented in the convention,” and in the next breath, it tells us
that “a Baptist church may receive mnimmersed people andﬁﬁtill be recognized
as a Baptist church.” iCertainly such reasoning is characteristic of the editor
of the Baptist.

The intention of the action at Washington was to take in the Rockefeller
church, That was the main objective. The Free Baptist and the Community -
Baptist churches were convenient occasions of argument, But the thing that
was wanted was Rockefeller and his church; and they were, by that action,
told 'that they were welcome in epite of the fact that they had already declared
they would sprinkle, immerse and receive without any baptism whatever, and
the future will prove that this church. will be retained in the denomination if
it desires to stay, and it will always be able to muster the five or eight people,
it is entitled on the basis of size to send to the Northern Bapitst Convention,
who have qualified by being immersed; but that such a church is a Baptist
church, no straight. thinking man could imagine, )

(The above article is froml The Searchlight.)

REV. W. M. ROBERTSON'S SERVICES.

Great blessing is attending the ministry of Mr. Robertson in Jarvis Street,
It iz a sign of great appreciation when every succeeding sermon is declared
to be the best. Jarvis Street has been honoured by the visit of many great
preachers who, as prophets of IGod, have been channels of blessing to multi-
tudes, but none have been more welcome than Mr. Robertson. Readers of this
paper must know the theology of Jarvis IStreet pulpit wvery well, and Mr. Rob-
ertson’s sermons, while searching and practical, have that fine Calvinistic fla-
;lrour ;vhich is ever dear to the believing heart. We wish all America could

ear him, . '

* Last Sunday’s services were Mount ‘Tabor experiences. A good number
were converted. Some came forward even before the great throng at the open-
air gervices. Mr. Robertson is preaching Tuesday and Thursday indoors, and
Wednesday and Friday out-of-doors. :



